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50.  M.  E.  Ey.  T.  R.  Velu  Pillai  Avargal,  B.  a.,  e.  l.  [Trivan- 

dnmcom  Nedumangnd  (General  Rural).] 

Co-opted  Members. 

1.  M.  E.  Ey.  M.  Govindan  Avargal,  B.  a.,  b.  l.,  [Second  Judge, 

Trivandrum.]  (For  the  purposes  of  the  Travancore 
Ezhava  Bill.) 

2.  M.  E.  Ey.  M.  Subrahmanya  Pillai  Avargal.  (For  the  purposes 

of  the  Nanjanad  Veil  ala  Bill). 

3.  M.  R.  Ey.  M.  Udaya  Varma  Raja  Avargal,  b.  a.  (For  the 

purposes  of  the  Nair  Regulation  Amendment  Bill  J 

4.  M.  R.  Ey.  A.  Baja  Raja  Varma  Roil  Tampuran  Avargal  (For 

the  purposes  of  the  Nair  Regulation  Amendment 
Bill. 
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TRAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Monday,  29th  October,  1923. 

The  Council  assembled  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall, 
Trivandrum,' at  Eleven  Thirty-five  of  the  Clock.  The  President  was  in 
the  Chair. 


NEW  MEMBERS.  ' 

The  following  new  members  were  sworn  in  under  Rule  20  of  the 
Legislative  Council  Electoral  Rules 

1.  ,  M.  R.  Ry.  M.  Raja  Raja  Varma  Avargal,  M.  a.,  b.  l. 

(Devas'ieovi  Commissioner) ;  and; 

2.  M.  R.  Ry.  R.  Nilakanda  Pillai  Avargal,  b.  a,,  b.  l.  . 

(:1c;.  Financial  Secretary  to  Government). 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS.: 


{Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standiny  Order  No.  12—  I 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  tlie  questions  and  answers  tp  lie  put  and  given  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Counoil  shall'  be  placed  on  the  Coimoil  table  15  minutes  before  tire  President  takes;  hie 
seat  ••  •  . 

■  Vol.IV— No.  1.  » 

G.  P.  T.  1109.  310,  16-11.23. 

-m-  ■■  ■  ..  ■ 
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(2)  Tho  questions  shall  be  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner 

The  Secretary  shall  call  the  name  of  each  interpellator  in  serial  order,  specify  the 
serial  number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  suflident.  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  ho  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary  question. 
Supplementary  questions  must  he  put  immediately  after  tho  principal  questions  to  which 
they  relate,] 

Translation,  of  Vernacular  Newspapers. 

1.  Mr.  V.  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAl  (C  limit/ ink  it) :  («.)  Do 

the  Government  arrange,  for  extracts  front  vernacular  newspapers  being- 
translated  ? 

(l>)  If  so,  do  they  get  extracts  from  the  I  utvshakan  and  (he 
Tama  sh-'t-  translated ? 

Mn.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAl  {Chief  Seerehm/  to  (lovernvient): 

(а)  Ye.fi. 

(h)  Yes. 

K.elenslm  of  Hereiee . 

2.  Mr.  V.  KUNJUKEISHNA  PILLAl  ( Ohirai/inkil ):  Do 
the  Govei'riment  propose  to  grant  any  farther  extension  of  service  to  the 
Government  Photographer  and  the  Curator  in  charge  of  the  Department 
for  the  Preservation  of  Oriental  Literature  who  have  already  scoured  the 
largest  number  of  extensions,  vis.,  ten  and  eight  years  respectively  ? 

MR.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAl  {Chief  Sure  tarn  to  Government) : 
The  present  incumbent  of  the  office  of  Government  Photographer  is 
a  young  man  appointed  on  the  21st  Mithnnam,  109(5.  {Vide  page  193 of 
the  latest  Civil  List.)  No  question  of  extension  of  service,  therefore, 
arises  in  his  case.  The  Curator  in  the  Department  for  the  Preservation 
of  Oriental  Literature  has  been  given  another  year’s  extension. 

Department  for  the  1J reservation  of  Oriental  Literature. 

3.  Mb.  V.  KUNJUKEISHNA  PILLAl  (0  hir  ay  inkil)  ■.  {a)  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how,  they  propose  to  spend 
the  sum  of  Rs.  1,000  budgeted  for  the  publication  of  Malayalam  and 
Tamil  manuscripts  in  the  Department  for  the  Preservation  of  Oriental 
Literature,  where  there  is  no  one  who  is  either  a  Malayalam  scholar 
or  a  Tamil  scholar ? 

(б)  Do  the  Government,  contemplate  appointing  a  Malayalam- 
knowing  pandit  in  the  department? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government )  :  (a)  It 
is  proposed  to  distribute  this  amount .  in  the  shape  of  remuneration 
to  private  scholars  who  may  be  entrusted  with  the  work  of  editing  verna¬ 
cular  manuscripts.  There  are  in  the  department  pandits  conversant 
either  with  Malayalam  or  with  Tamil,  but  not  with  both;  hut  the 
Curator  reports  that  they  cannot  be  entrusted  with  the  work  of'  prepar¬ 
ing  vernacular  manuscripts -  for  the  press,  as  they  are  fully  engaged  with 
the  publication  of  Sanskrit  manuscripts. 
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(b)  The  question  of  appointing  one  more  Malayalam-knowing 
pandit  will  be  considered  when  a  suitable  vacancy  arises. 

Mb.  Y.  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( GhimyinUl ) :  May  I  know 
the  name  of  the  Malayalam-knowing  pandits  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government)  : 
This  question  was  answered  in  reply  to  a  question  put  forward  by 
the  member  himself  at  the  session  of  the  Council  dated  22nd  November, 
1922  [vide  question  No.  39  6.] 

Acting  Clerics  and  Copyists  in  Revenue  Offices. 

4.  Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Along ad  cum  Parur) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(а)  the  action  taken  by  them  in  the  case  of  those  copyists  and 
clerks  who  had  acting  service  in  the  revenue  offices  of  the  State  for 
periods  ranging  from  two  to  five  or  six  years  and  who  were  disbanded 
at  the  time  of  the  reorganisation  of  the  Revenue  Department ; 

(б)  whether  they  have  issued  any  instructions  to  the  heads  of 
offices  in  the  '  Bevenuo  Department  to  the  effect  that,  after  providing 
for  all  the  permanent  copyists  and  clerks  declared  supernumeraries  at 
the  recent  reorganisation  of  the  department,  they  should  provide  for 
the  copyists  and  clerks  who  had  acting  service  at  the  time  of  the  said 
reorganisation ; 

(c)  whether,  if  such  instructions  have,  been  issued,  they  have 
any  information  as  to  the  extent  to  which  such  instructions  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  heads  of  offices  in  the  Revenue  Department ;  and 

(d)  whether  they  will  furnish  this  House  with  a  castewar  list  of 
the  copyists  and  clerks  appointed  in  the  several  ' revenue  offices  of  the 
Kottnyam  Division  since  the  reorganisation,  noting  the  number  of  those 
who  were  declared  supernumeraries  at  the  time  of  tho  reorganisation  or 
had  put  in  acting  service  at  that  time  V 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chic]  Secretary  to  Government):, 
(a)  Government  have  issued  a  circular  that,  in  filling  up  vacan¬ 
cies,  permanent  and  temporary,  that  arise  after  the  supernumerary 
hands  are  fully  provided  for,  all  heads  of  departments  and  offices  should 
give  preference — each  in  his  own  department — to  the  sub.  pro  tent,  and 
acting  men  who  were  thrown  out  of  employment  as  the  result  of  the 
adjustment  of  supernumeraries  in  existing  permanent  vacancies,  pro¬ 
vided  that  they  arc  qualified  under  the  Public  Service  Notification. 

(6)  Government  have  not.  issued  any  such  separate  instructions  ; 
but  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  has  issued  such  an  order  to  the 
officers  under  him, 

(c)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(d)  A  castewar  list  has  been  called  for  and  it  will  be  laid  on  the 

table  when  received.  ’  . 

Rules  f  r  the  Erection  of  Educational  Buildings. 

5.  Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  gem  Parur);  -Will 

the  Government  be  pleased  to  state :  ,  »■ 
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(a)  whether  they  are  aware  tliat  the  rules  regulating  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  school  buildings  are  not  in  accordance  with  those  in  force  in  the 
advanced  countries  of  the  West ;  and 

(b)  whether,  in  view  of  the  above  fact,  they  would  appoint  a 
small  committee  to  revise  those  rules  in  accordance  with  the  needs  and 
requirements  of  this  country  ? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVABA  AIYAE  (.s'r erefuni  to  Government) ; 

(«.)  They  are  aware  that  there  are  some  differences  in  the  rules 
due  to. difference  in  conditions. 

(/>).  In  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  the  existing  rules  are  not 
unsuited  to  the  requirements  of  the  country  e  nd  thore  is  no  need  for  the  ’ 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  revise  the.  rules. 

Smuggling  through  the  Arukuttg  Choieke/i.  ’ 

6.  Mn.  M.  N.  PI.LLAI  (TrincuJru-m)  :  (a)  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state : 

(1)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  a  consignment  of  about  40  casks 
of  cocoanut  oil  valued  at  Bs.  15,000,  which  was  attempted  to  be  smug¬ 
gled  through  the  Arukutty  ckowkoy,  was  seized  by  the  Inspector  and 
that  the  Excise  Commissioner  ordered  the  immediate  release  of  the 
same ; 

(2)  whether  the  alleged  action  of  the  Excise  Commissioner 
was  in  accordance  with  the  Customs  Regulation  ; 

(3)  whether  any  enquiry  was  held,  and,  if  so,  with  what 

result ; 

(4)  what  the  nature  of  the  enquiry  was  and  who  held  it ; 

(5)  how  the  case  was  finally  decided  ;  and 

(6)  whether  any  fine  ivas  imposed,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  lias 
been  recovered  ? 

{b)  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  place  the  papers  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  above  case  on  the  table '! 

Me.  S.  PAKAMEGVABA  AIYAB  (■•' cere  lari /  to  Uorcmncnt )  :  A 
report  on  the  subject  has  been  received  from  the  Excise  Commissioner 
and  it  is  under  the.  consideration  of  Government. 

Smuggling  of  Oil. 

7.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEE  (No  idnaleJ) :  («)  Is  it  a  fact  that 

a  large  consignment  of  oil  was  seized  at  the  Arukutty  chowkey  re¬ 
cently,  that  the  Assistant  Commissioner  drew  up  a  mahazar,  and  that, 
before  the  report  reached  the  Excise  Commissioner,  the  latter  ordored 
the  release  of  the  consignment  'l 

( b )  If  so,  did  the  Excise  Commissioner-  act  in  conformitv  with  the 
Begulation  in.  having  ordered  the  release  '> 
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(e)  Does  not  the  Regulation,  as  it  stands,  require  that  the  whole 
consignment  should  be  confiscated  and  the  party  charged  before  a 
Magistrate? 

(d)  What  was  the  total  value  of  the  consignment  and  was  not 
this  amount  lost  to  Government  by  the  order  of  release? 

( e )  Is  it  a  fact  that,  on  making  enquiries  at  Alleppey,  it  has  been  ' 
brought  to  light  that  oil  has  been  systematically  smuggled  by  a  certain 
firm,  during  the  last  two  year's,  by  -which  Government,  have,  suffered 
very  great  loss  ? 

(/)  If  the  above  is  true,  what  action  have,  the  Government  taken 
on  these  matters  ? 

Mr.  8.  PARAMESVARA  A I  YAH  {Secretary  to  Government): 

The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  <3. 

State  Life  Insurance. 

8.  Mr.  G.  PARAMKSVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyottinkam):  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  consider  the  desirability  of  making  the  State 
Life  Insurance  compulsory  for  Government  employees  ? 

■  Mr.  R.  NIL AKAN. DA  PILLAI  {Ay.  Finanoial  Secretary  to  Gov¬ 
ernment)  :  The  State  Life  Insurance  Scheme  was  first  introduced  in 
the  year  1073.  It  was  optional  in  the  case  of  all  Government  servants  ■ 
who' entered  the  State  service  prior  to  the  1st  Makaram,  1073,  and  com¬ 
pulsory  in  the  case  of  all  Government  servants  who  entered  the  pension¬ 
able  service  in  the  State  after  that  date,  provided  that  the  age  of  the 
officer  did  not  exceed  45  years  or  his  monthly  salary  was  not  below 
Es.  10.  As  several  representations  were  received  through  the  heads  of 
departments  stating  that  compulsory  insurance  worked  real  hardship  on 
low-paid  servants,  Government,  had  to  revise  their  order  in  1084 
and  'make  the  scheme  optional.  The  G.  0.  declaring  insurance 
optional  is  published  in  the  Government  Almanac  and  Directory  as  a 
preface  to  the  rules.  Government  do  not  therefore  propose  to  make 
it  compulsory  again. 

A  ray  ala  u  Payment  of  Hist: 

9.  Me.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  ( Karunagapalli )  :  (a)  Will 

the  Government  be  pleased  to  state,  whether  they  are  aware  that  the 
months  of  Tulam.  and  Vrischikam  fixed  for  the  'arayalam  payment  of 
kist  arc.  nnsuited  to  the  tax-pavers,  and  particularly  to  those  of  the 
Onattnkara  region  ?  •• 

\h)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  the  amounts  payable  during 
these  months  are  mostly  realised  only  in  Makaram  ? 

(o)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  fix  Dhanu  and,  Makaram  . 
for  the  above  purpose?  .  '  '  ;i  ■ 

Mr.  E.  (vKISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  r 
(a)  to  (c)  On  receipt  of  the  same  interpellation  from  the  Member 
prior  to  the  session  of  the  Council  in  Karkadakam,  1098,  the  question  of 
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changing  the  hist  months  as  suggested  was  referred  to  the  several  Peish- 
kars  for  their  views;  Their  replies  have  not  come  in  set.  I  he  matter 
will  be  considered  and  disposed  of  on  receipt  of  their  reports. 

Irrigational  Facilities  and  SattmkoUah  Fresh  Water  l  ake. 

10.  Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  U<.immaga.‘(.MF 
{a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  at  what  stage  the 
preliminary  investigation  ordered  by  thorn  regarding  the  feasibility  of 
utilising  the  water  of  the  Sastankotiiah  fresh  water  lake  for  irrigational 
purposes  now  stands '! 

(6)  Has  tire  Public  Works  Department  sent  its  report  in  the 
matter  V 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Bcc.ntanj  h  tiaee.mmml)  r 

(a)  The  preliminary  investigation  has  been  uompMcd. 

(6)  A  preliminary  report  has  been  received  ln>iu  the  Ohio! 
Engineer  from  which  it  is  seen  that  the  scheme  is  nul  promising.  Be¬ 
fore  making,  however,  a  final  report  to  Government,  Mr.  Natesa  Aiyar 
considers  it  desirable  to  have  the  levels  verified  carefully  and  this  ban 
been  arranged  for. 

Means  of  Communication  in  the  KanuuiuopulU  Taluk. 

11.  Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  {Xurtm-.gajaiW)  \ 
•(d)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  they  have 
done  to  improve  the  moans  ol  communication  in’  the  Kanmagapalli 
taluk  in  pursuance  of  their  reply  to  the  representations  made  on  the 
subject  by  tho  member  representing  that  taluk  at  the  eighteenth  session 
of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  ? 

(b)  Will  they  be  pleased  to  see  that  the  following  public  ways 
are  also  converted  into  c&rtablc  roads  at  an  early  date : 

(i)  from  Ayiramtengu  to  Tamarakkulam  via  Ochira ; 

(ii)  from  Vallikkavu  to  l’odiyil ; 

(iii)  from  Krishnapuram  due  west  to  the  shore  of  tho  Kayau- 
kulam  backwater ;  and 

(iv)  from  Kannetti  due  west  to  tho  backwater  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secrelarii  lu  (Jommment) : 
(a)  Government  are  doing  everything  possible  to  improve  the 
means  of  communication  in  the  Karunagapalli  taluk.  Tho  main  road 
system  in  the  taluk  has  to  he  completed  first  and  Government  are  at 
it  now.  A  provision  of  Rs.  19,000  has  been  made  in  tho  P.  W.  D. 
budget  for  1099  on  account  of  communications  in  the  taluk  (vide  items 
192  to  196).  The  improvement  of  the  main  road  from  Karunagapalli 
to  KamankuIangara  has  been  practically  completed  and  that  of  the  road 
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from  Karunagapalli  to  Sastankottah  is  in  progress.  It  has  not  been 
possible  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  the  local  cross-roads  in  the 
budget  for  1099. 

( b )  (ii  The  Chief  Engineer  says  that  the  portion  of  the  road 
from  Tamarakkulam  to  Ochira  is  in  good  condition.  The  improvement 
of  the  other  portions  is  estimated  to  cost  Es.  56,000  and.  is  being  in¬ 
vestigated. 

(ii)  An  estimate  is  being  prepared  for  this  road. 

(iii)  &  (iv)  The  Chief  Engineer  has  called  for  a  report  from 
the  Divisional  Officer  in  regard  to  these  roads. 

Kannetti  Bridge,  in  the  Karunagapalli  Taluk. 

12.  Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA  PLLLAI  (Karunagapalli): 

(a)  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  state  whether  they  are 
aware  of  the  dangerous  condition  of  the  Kannetti  bridge  in  the  Karunaga- 

(  pal  li  taluk? 

(b)  Will  they  be  pleased  to  see  that  the  bridge  'is  repaired  this 


Mb.  It.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes,  if  possible, 


PRESIDENT  :  The  following  gentlemen  were  elected,  on  the 
14th  August,  1928,  by  the  non-official  members  of  the  Legislative 
Council  as  members  of  the  Standing  Finance  Committee  and  as  members 
of  the  Economic  Development  Board,  respectively : — 

Membees  op  the  Standing  Finance  Committee. 

1.  Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai,  B.  A.,  B.  l. 

2.  Mr.  Cr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  B.  A.,  B.  l. 

8.  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  b.  a.,  b.  e. 

Mbmbebs  op  the  Economic  Development  Boabd. 

1.  Mr,  M.  K.  Ithadir  Pillai. 

2.  Mr.  M.  N.  Nair,  e.  a. 

a.  Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai,  B.  A.,  B.  l. 

•I.  Mr.  Iv.  C.  Happen,  b.  a. 


LATE  Mb.  K.  P.  RAMAN  PILLAI. 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAE  ( Nominated ). 
(Deputy  President) :  Mr.  President,  before  we  enter  upon  the  business 
of  the  day,  will  you  kindly  permit  me  tto  bring  to  the  formal  notice  of  the 
Council  the  death  of  Mr.  K-  P.  Raman  Pillai,  a  member  of  this  Council,, 
immediately  after  the  termination  of  the  last  budget  session  ?  I  believe 
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wc  owe  a  duty  to  the  deceased  member.  .During  the  short  period  that 
the  present  Council  has  been  in  existence,  he  afforded  ample  evidence  of 
his  undoubted  intelligence,  business  capacity,  enthusiasm  arid  energy 
which  have  been  of  great  help  to  the  Council.  There  have  boon  occa¬ 
sions  when  there  were  honest  differences  of  opinion  between  himself  and 
other  members  of  the  Council;  but  I  felt  all  along  that  these  differences 
were  not  necessarily  differences  arising  from  temperament,  but  from  a 
difference  in  the  standpoints  from  which  lie  approached  important 
questions  that  came  up  for  consideration  before  the  Council.  I  led — and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  several  of  my  friends  in  this  blouse  do  feci-— that 
his  death  has  left  behind  a  void  which  would  not  be  easily  filled  up.  I 
feel  we  owe  a  melancholy  duty  to  ourselves,  and  if  is  due.  to  the  deceased 
that  the  House  should  record  its  appreciation  of  the  good  work  done  by 
Mr.  K.  P.  Earn  an  Pillai  as  member  of  this  Council  and  its  sense  of  the 
loss  at  his  premature  death. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGHW.EE If  (dominated)  :  Sir,  I  beg  to  second  the 
motion.  'This  is  the  first  time  when  death  has  snatched  away  one  of  our 
brother  members  of  this  Council.  I  do  not  think  ary  words  are  necessary 
to  give  this  House  an  idea  of  the  splendid  work  done  by 
Mr.  K.  P.  Raman  Pillai  in  our  midst-  I  think  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar 
is  voicing  the  grief  of  the  country  and  this  Council  at  the  loss  which 
they  have  suffered  on  account  of -the  death  of  Mr.  K.  P.  Hainan  Pillai. 

PEESIDENT  :  Gentlemen,  I  fully  associate  myself  with  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  the  Deputy  President  and  by  Mr-  Hoogewerl' 
in  regard  to  the  very  severe  loss  sustained  by  this  Council  by  the  un¬ 
fortunate  and  untimely  death  of  ono  of  its  most  useful  and  talented 
members,  vie.,  Mr.  K.  P.  Kaman  Pillai.  It  would,  as  remarked  by  the 
previous  speakers,  be  very  difficult  to  fill  his  place  adequately.  What  is 
left  to  us  mortals  is  to  pray  that  his  soul  may  rest  in  peace- 

I  will  now  call  upon  the  members  to  pass  a  vote  of  condolence, 
standing. 

Tjhe  motion  was  carried,  all  the  members  standing. 


DEMANDS  FOE  SUPPLEMENTARY  GRANTS. 

Dkmani)  IV--Fobest. 

Mb.  E.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests)  ;  Sir,  I 
rise  to  move  that  a  grant  not  exceeding  Es.  525  be  sanctioned  by  transfer 
from  Demand  XX — P.  \V.  D.  to  Demand  IV — Forest.  'Phis  transfer  lias 
been  necessitated  by  the  Forest  Department  undertaking  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  State  boundaries  from  Kuniili  to  Tevaram,  for  a  distance  of 
about  35  miles.  Till  last  year,  this  portion  of  the  boundary  used  to  be 
maintained  by  the  Public  "Works  Department.  But  it  was  found  that  the 
amount  was  inadequate,  that  the  labourers  had  to  be  recruited  from 
British  parts,  and  that  the  work  was  not  properly  done  by  the  workmen. 
Our  hillmen  are  practically  having  no  work  and  they  can  with  advantage 
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be  utilised  for  this  wovlc.  Hence  the  demand  for  the  transfer  of  the 
amount  from  the  P.  W.  D.  to  the  Forest  budget. 

PRESIDENT :  May  I  take  it  that  the  House  sanctions  the  sup¬ 
plementary  demand  ? 

The  grant  was  made. 

Demand  IN — Administration  of  Justice. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (AMitional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ):  Sir, 

I  beg  to  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  72  under  Demand  IX — 
Administration  of  Justice.  This  has  been  necessitated  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  additional  peon,  as  the  Pleadcrship  class  has  been  separated 
from  the  B.  L.  and  F.  L.  classes,  The  amount  is  proposed  to  be  diverted 
from  the  head  of  contingencies  allotted  to  the  Law -College,  and  therefore 
no  separate  provision  by  the  Council  is  necessary.  The  proposal  is  to 
divert,  from  the  sanctioned,  allotment  under  contingencies,  -Rs.  72  for 
the  appointment  of  a  peon  for  8  months,  i.  <?.,  from,  the  1st  Vrischikatn, 
T.099,  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

PRESIDENT  :  1  take  it  that  the  House  sanctions  the  demand. 

The  grant  was  made. 

Demand  Nil — Education. 

Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  ImtrueUoh) :  I 
move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  IGJ  under  Demand  XII — Education, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  on  Rs.  25  per  mensem  in  the  office  of 
the  Inspector  of  English  Schools  temporarily  for  six  and  a  half  months 
from  the  15th  Tulam,  1009.  As  I  said  before  in  this  Council, :  the  work 
of  the  Inspector  of  English  Schools  and  of  his  office  is  very  great  indeed 
and  has  increased  very  largely  in  recent  years,  keeping  pace  with  the 
very  largo  demand  for  English  education  that  we  are  all  of  us  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  now.  In  addition  to  tire  general  increase  of  work  in  the  office 
of  the  Inspector  of  ^English  Schools,  there  is  now  a  large  volume  of  ■ 
work  newlv  thrown  upon  that  office  by  the  fee  concessions  that  were 
granted  to'the  depressed  and  the  backward  classes.  There  are  now  as 
many  as  155  private  schools  which,  according  to  the  Government  Order; 
have  to  he  re-imbursed  to  a  certain  extent  for  the  fees  that  may  be  lost 
owing  to  these,  concessions;  and  it  is  very  necessary  that  the  fee  income 
of,  and  the  grants  to,  these  schools  should  be  very  carefully  checked 
before  the  amount  is  actually  paid  to  them.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
maintain  additional  registers  to  chock  the  returns  received  both  monthly 
and  quarterly  from 'the  schools  and  it  is  impossible  to  do  that 
with  the  existing  staff.  I  may  bo  permitted  to  say  that  I  myself  asked 
for  two  clerks,  one  on  account  of  the  increase  of  work  in  the  general 
staff  and  another  for  this  special  work.  But  the  inexorable  shears  of  the 
Finance  Committee  or  the  Government  lopped  off  one  of  these  and  have 
reduced  the  other  to  the  condition  of  a  temporary  clerk.  So  that,  when  1 
ask  yon  now  to  sanction  the  appointment  of  one  temporary  clerk  on 
Bs.  25  per  mensem,  for  six  ami  a  half  months,  I  am  asking  for  something 
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less  than  what  I  really  want,  I  trust  the  Council  will  he  pleased  to 
sanction  the  demand. 

PRESIDENT :  May  I  take  it  that  the  Council  sanctions  the 
demand  ? 

The  grant  was  made. 

Demand  XIV— Industries. 

Mr.  I.  C.  OHAOKO  ( Director  of  Mlusiries) :  Sir,  I  beg  to  move 
for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  1,400  under  Demand  XIV— -Industries, 
This  demand  consists  of  two  items.  A  sum  ol  Its.  *200  _  is  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Drawing  Master  on  Its.  2;>-;>/2~IU  in  the 
8.  M.  R.  V.  Technical  Institute,  Nu.gore.oil.  The  syllabus  of  that  school 
has  recently  been  revised  and  this  appointment  lias  become  necessary, 
This  Drawing  Master  will  also  be  in  charge  of  Ui«  warping  and  sizing 
machine  which  has  been  bought  for  that  institution.  The  other  item 
refers  to  the  rent  of  the  building  in  which  the  Government.  School  of 
Commerce  is  held  at  Alleppey.  At  the  time  the  budget  lor  1090 
was  framed,  it  was  thought  that  the  school  could  he  transferred  to  a 
Government  building  in  the  old  Jail  at  Alleppey.  Rut  subsequently  the 
Chief  Engineer  reported  that  the  Jail  building  would  not.  he  lit  for 
holding  the  Commercial  School  until  after  some  repairs  were  made  and 
that  these  repairs  would  take  some  time.  So,  the  rent  for  the  private 
building  in  which  the  school  is  held  will  have  to  be  paid  (his  year 
also. 

Mm.  P.  K.  NARaYANA  PILLAI  {Amhahqur.hu)  :  May  1  know 
the  time  that  may  be  required  for  making  the  repairs  that  the  Chief 
Engineer  proposes  ? 

Mr.  I.  C.  CI-IACKO  ( Director  of  liidnnMeit) :  He  says  ho  wants 
one  year, 

PRESIDENT:  I  tako  it  that  tlu*  Council  sanctions  the  demand. 

The  grant  was  .made. 

Demand  XX— Phbi.iu  Works  Department. 

Mr.  Iv.  Y.  NATESA  AIYARVW  Engineer)  :  1  bog  to  move  • 
for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  5,740  under  Demand  XXX  ---I'.  W  lb  This 
is  on  account1  .of  the  proposed  transfer  of  the  work  of  conversion  of  lands 
in  the  Paddy  Earm,  Tiruppatisaram,  Nagereoil,  from  the  Agricultural  to 
the  Public  Works  Department,  the  amount  required  for  the  purpose 
being  met  bv  diversion  from  Demand  XIII — Agriculture,  and  Fisheries 
to  Demand  XX— P,  W.  D. 

PRESIDENT:  I  take  it  that  the  Council  sanctions  this  demand 

also. 


The  grant  was  made. 


THE  EASE  ACQUISITION  KECtULATION  AMENDMENT  BILE.  It 

THE  LAND  ACQUISITION  REGULATION 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  S'rkar  Vakil ) :  Sir, 
I  beg  to  move  t.liat  the  Land  Acquisition  Regulation  Amendment  Bill 
be  taken  up  for  final  reading  and  passed. 

Mb  E.  NILAlvANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to  Go¬ 
vernment)  :  I  beg  to  second  the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  :  May  I  take  it  that  the  motion  is  carried  ? 

The  motion  was  carried. 


THE  EEEORMATORY  SCHOOLS  BILL. 

.  Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Sir, 

1  beg  to  present  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Refor¬ 
matories  Regulation  Amendment  Bill.  At  the  time  the  Bill  was  in¬ 
troduced,  Mr.  Mudhava  Variar  suggested  that  the  juvenile  offenders 
should  not  bo  tried  along  with,  other  criminals.  The  Select  Committee 
considered  the  question  and  have  made  an  amendment  to  the  effect 
that,  except  in  cases  whew  a  youthful  offender  has  to  be  tried  along  with 
other  criminals  in  the  same  case,  such,  offender  may  bo  tried  on  differ¬ 
ent  dates  or  at  different  times  by  a  Magistrate.  It  is  also  open  to  the 
Government  to  constitute  juvenile  courts  if  they  think  fit  to  clo  so.  In 
the  absence  of  such  courts,  the  magistrates  will,  as  far  as  possible,  try 
youthful  offenders  on  separate  days  or  separate  hours  not  allotted  to 
the  trial  of  ordinary  criminals.  This  important  modification  lias  been 
made.  The  other  amendments  are  purely  verbal,  and  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  taken  into  consideration  now. 

Mr-  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  ;  I  . 
beg  to  second  the  motion. 

PRESIDENT  ;  I  take  it  that  the  Council  accepts  the  motion.. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  ,  Sir, 
no  notice  of  any  amendment  has  been  received  ;  and,  unless  the  Presi¬ 
dent  thinks  so,  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the  Bill,  clause  by  clause. 

PRESIDENT  :  There  is  no  notice  of  any  amendment  With  res¬ 
pect  to  the  Bill ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  therefore  necessary  to  go  into  the 
Bill,  clause  by  clause.  I  take  it  that  the  Council  accepts  the  Bill  as 
amended  by  the.  Select  Committee. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  !  •.  Tlien  T 
beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  he  taken  up  for  final  reading  on  a  future  day 
of  which  notice  will  be  given. 

Mu.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to,  Government)  f ; ;J. 
beg  to  second  the  motion. 
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PJiESIDJSNT :  I  take  it  that  l-J  u-  Council  awt-pis  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  carried. 

THE  MILL  AG-12  PANGlUYATS  BILL, 

Mb.  V.  SUB  BA  AIYAB  (AMtional  Ho  >1  8irt;,r  IM/V?/):  Sir,  I 
beg  to  introduce  tbe  Village  Panchayats  Bill.  The  Bill  lias  been 
published  with  the  permission  of  the  Bewail ;  and  it  is  therefore  not  ne¬ 
cessary  to  move  for  leave  to  introduce  it.  I  therefore  beg  lo  move 
that  the  Bill  be  read  iu  Council. 

Mu,  It.  NIL  AK  AN  BA  d’lLLAl  (,!</■  Fh»t.:cml  Ho  ‘rdui,/  h 
Government) :  I  beg  to  second  the  motion. 

Mk.  V.  SUBBA  AT  YAK  (.hl<Uti"i»tl  Uni,/  H.rbtf  htkih :  1  . 
may  now  explain  the  general  principles  and  the  scope  of  the  Bill. 
Everywhere  the  cry  has  been  that  there  should  be  an  i am. used  associa¬ 
tion  of  the  people  in  the  work  of  adniinistratiici,  and  it  is  with  that 
view  that  a  scheme  of  local  solf-goveriunent  hnr.  been  shirt  oil  Solar 
as  Travancorc  is  concerned,  wo  have  it  in  the  urban  ureas  and  that,  has 
been  in  existence  for  the  last  twonly-lhci  years.  But  no  attempt  has  yet 
been  made  to  introduce,  it  in  the  rural  areas.  The  urgent,  mviwdty  for  its 
extension  to  rural  areas  will  bo  evident  from  the  following  extract 
from  the  Government  of  India' 's  Besolution  of  l'ji«S  on  Lm-al  Self- 
Government  : — 

“Tha  domain  of  urban  and  niral  tadf-govi.i'mitcut  was  tin-  gn  at  tiaiuii.;,  Krmmil  from 
which  political  jiriigreu^  and  a  souse  uf  voiipon-  ibility  have  tnk.’ii  tln-ir  si, ml  i-.ud  it  was 
felt  that  the  time  1ms  come  to  ijuickca  the  advnu.,-,  t.»  hivcIit.-w  the  rat.  «.f  pregmss  and 
thus-  to  stimulate  tho  sense  of  responsibility  in  the  »«(!«  tHmn  mid  to  eiilni-g.:  Ids 
experience.  ” 

In  accordance  with  this  pronouncement,  village  panchayats  have 
been  established  iu  British  India  in  the  various  provinces  and  a.su  in  other 
Indian  States.  So  far  as  Travancorc  is  concerned,  the  people  here  have 
not  been  backward.  In  other  words,  then;  lias  not  been  any  want  of 
agitation  in  this .  particular  matter.  Wo  hud  that,  so  early  us  1912, 
Mr.  P.  Kosava  Pillai,  the  Quilon  Member  of  ihe  Assembly,"  said : 

“  Tlioro  wore  many  tilings  iu  the  village  to  l.u  attended  to.  ninth  us  the  m.tiutitiniiico 
of  village  roads,  etc.  Therefore  administrativo  pewem  should  In;  given  viliu;;.; 
panchayats.  " 

In  other  words,  he  advocated  (lie  ceurtiiution  of  administrative 
village  panchayats. 

Later  on,  in  1914  the  Member  for  Tiruvalla,  Bamavariimru  Goda* 
varmaru  Koviladhikarikal,  said : 

‘'The  maiutenaniso  of  village  roads,  ku«H  and  water  (lours-s,  tlm  improvement  <■< 
agriculture,  primary  education ,  village  sanitation  and  hygiene .  Were  sumo  of  tin;  matters 
that  could  bo  safely  entrusted  to  the  Boards’. 

So  we  see  that  he  also  advocated  the  same  thing.  In  1913,  we 
find  Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon  suggesting  the  extension  "of  the  sphere  of 
local  self-government  by  the  constitution  of  District,  Taluk  and  Village 
Boards.  He  said  :  ° 
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“  Additional  taxation  would  bo  ltcowwuy  in  iom  those  Indies  wen,  established  ;  but 
it  would  bo  buruo  cheerfully  by  the  people,  provided  the  (lovorumcut  were  also  willing 
to  come  to  thoiv  help  with  a  willing  heart  and  an  open  hand'’. 

Then  again,  in  191(5,  Mr.  Parasnrama  Aiyav,  lb  A.,  the  member  for 
Kunnattnr,  urged  the  formation  of  village  and  other  hoards,  to  train 
the  people  in  the  ideas  of  self-government  and  to  make  them  realise 
that  the  interests  of  the  people  and  of  the  Government  are  identical. 
This  would,  he  urged,  lighten  the  task  of  administration  devolving  on 
the  C4overnment  and  increase  the  convenience  of  the  people. 

In  1918,  Mr.  Ramakrislma  Panikkar  of  Haripad  said  : 

“Tim  clamour  for  schools  is  increasing.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  work'  to  be  done 
under  apnenltm-o.  Under  piihlio  Works  uml  sanitnli»n,  mneh.  useful  work  lies  to  bo 
dome  .U  iu  impossible  for  the  th.wriuucut  to  nooedo  to  all  those  requests.  It  is  highly 

In  1919,  Mr.  Nnniyana  Pauikkar,  the  member  for  Tiruvalk,  sug¬ 
gested  the  formation  of  village  boards  and  the  entrusting  to  them  of  the 
agriculture,  education,  industries,  medical  aid  and  means  of  communi¬ 
cation  within  the.  limits  of  their  jurisdiction.  ' 

In  19*20,  Mr.  Tariatu  Kunj  item-man  submitted  that  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the.  people  in  the  interior  of  the  taluks  were  not  being  satisfied, 
and  that  the  only  remedy  for  removing  the  grievances  of  the  people 
in  the  interior  was  the  constitution  of  village  and  taluk  boards.  He 
also  suggested  that  paucliayat  courts  should  have  criminal  powers. 

Prom  the  above,  it  is  clear  that  there  was  an  insistent  demand  for 
tiie  present  measure  from  1  ‘.)  1  ‘2  to  1920.  Tire.  Dcwau,  iu  his  opening 
address  at  the  seventeenth  session  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly, 
observed  us  follows : — 

“It  is  -under  eoutomplatiun  to  widen*  the  sphere  of  Usuil  self-government,  by 
tuvtoudiiig  it  to  rural  ureas;  and  With  this  object,  tin)  Additional  Head  Sirkar 
Vakil  is  engaged  in  drafting  a  bocal  Boards  bill.  It  is  the  intention  of  Govern¬ 
ment  to  ornate  two  sots  of  local  bodies.  One  will  bo  the  Village  Administrative  I’ancii- 
ayat  with  specific  sources  of  income  and  di;fiuito  powers  and  responsibilities,  such  as  the 
maintenance  and  control  of  local  roads  and  ferries  and  the  supervision  of  primary 
education  and  local  sanitation.  The  other  will  be  the  District  Council,  representative 
in  its  constitution  and  mainly  advisory  in  regard  toils  functions.  It  will  be' there-, 
cognised  body  for  dealing  with  local  needs  and  for  advising  District  Officers  in  regard 
lo  agricultural,  industrial,  co-operative  aud  other  matters  connected  with  the  well-being 
of  the  locality  served  by  it.” 

With  a  view  to  give  client  to  that  pronouncement,  the  present 
Bill  has  been  drafted,  and  it  was  published,  I  believe,  about  it  year  ago. 
I  will  now  place  before  the  Council  tlie  salient  features  of  the  Bill 
itself. 

The  first  chapter  of  the  Bill  deals  with  preliminary  matters  such 
as  definitions.  ■ 

The  second  chapter  deals  with  .  the  constitution,  of  the  Village 
Boards.  Government  have  power  to  declare  any  particular  revenue, 
village  or  groups  of  villages  as  being  a  village  for  the  purpose' ''of  this' 
Regulation.'  Each  village  will  contain  a  Pauchayat  consisting  of  not- 
less  than  five  and  not  more  than  eleven  members.  Of  these,, not  less  ' 
than  two-thirds  will  be  elected  and  the  /remaining  number  of 'miefiibersl 
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will  be  nominated .  Each  member  will  hold  ol’lioo  for  three  years.  The 
qualifications  for  being  a  member  will  be  that  ho  should  have  completed 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  that  he  should  not  be  of  unsound  mind  and 
that  he  shouid  reside  within  the  village.  Any’ person  who  is  not  under 
twenty-five  years  of  age  can  be  returned  as  a  member  of  the,  Panehayat:. 
The  sex  disqualification  has  been  removed,  and  every  person,  male  or 
female,  will  be  eligible  to  bo  returned  as  a  member  and  can  also  vote. 

The  next  chapter  deals  with  the  functions  of  the  Village  Paueha- 
yat.  It  will  be  found  from  the  extracts  that  I  read  from  the  various 
representations  made  in  the  Sri  Mnlam  Popular  Assembly  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  wanted  that  the  Village  Panohayat  should  undertake  all  the  duties 
with  reference  to  very  many  matters  pertaining  to  the  village,  itself. 
With  that  end  in  view,  certain  duties  have  boon  declared  in  be  e/i/h/ff- 
tory  on  the  Panohayat  and  certain  others  have  been  declared  to  he 
discretionary.  Of  coarse,  the  classification  of  the  duties  into  ‘obligatory’ 
and  ‘  discretionary  ’  need  not  bo  considered  to  bo  a  hard  and  fust  one. 
It  is  open  to  this  House  to  add  to  the  number  of  obligatory  duties  or  to 
reduce  their  number  and  add  to  the  number  of  discretionary  duties. 
The  construction,  maintenance  and  repair  of  communications  and  drains, 
the  cleaning  of  streets,  the  excavation,  maintenance  and  improvement 
of  wells  and  tanks  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  public  for  drinking 
and  bathing,  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  bathing  ghats,  the 
opening  and  maintenance  of  burial  grounds,  the  control  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  cattle  pounds,  and  the  enforcement  of  sanitation  and  vaccina¬ 
tion  will  be  the  obligatory  duties  imposed  on  the  Village  Panehayat.  So 
far  as  the  discretionary  duties  arc  concerned,  primary  education,  flu; 
lighting  of  public  places,  planting  of  avenue  trees,  excavation  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  ponds  for  animals,  improvement  of  agriculture,  prevention 
,  of  mortality  of  cattle,  and  the  development  of  cottage  industries  form 
the.  important  discretionary  duties  of  the  Village  Panohayat. 

So  far  as  the  address  of  the  Dowan,  that  I  read,  is  concerned,  the 
idea  at  that  time  was  to  make  it  a  purely  administrative  Village  Pan- 
chayat.  Subsequently,  it  was  thought  desirable  that  each  Village  Pau- 
chayat  should  be  a  self-contained  unit  in  itself  and  that,  if  necessary,  tbe 
Village  Panchayats  .should  later  on  be  entrusted  with  the  powers 
of  the  Village  Panehayat  Courts  under  the  Village  Panchavat  Courts 
Regulation,  Government  having  the  power  to  make  such  modifications 
as  may  bo  deemed  necessary  if  the  Village  Panehayat  is  found  to  be  in¬ 
capable  of  exercising  all  the  powers  under  the  Village  Pauchayut  Courts 
.Regulation.  Government  may  empower  them  to  try  eases  up  to  the  value 
of  Rs.  100,  or,  if  it  is  not  desirable,  Government  may  entrust  them  with 
eases  of  smaller  value.  It  is  open  to  Government  to  prescribe  by  rules 
the  procedure  of  the  Panchayats  in  such  matters.  It  was  also  thought 
desirable  to  entrust  these  Panchayats  with  criminal  jurisdiction  also, 
limited  to  petty  offences;  for  instance,  voluntary  causing  of  hurt  with  or 
Without  provocation  or  assault,  theft  or  mischief  in  relation  to 
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property  not  exceeding  a  value  of  Its.  10,  and  intentional  insult  with 
intent  to  provoke  breach  of  the  peace.  These  offences  which  are  of  a 
trivial  nature  are  proposed  to  be  left  to  be  tried  by  the  Village  Pan- 
chayats.  Government  also  consider  that  the  Panehayats  are  competent 
to  try  offences  under  the  Cattle  Trespass  Kegulation,  viz.,  forcibly 
opposing  the  seizure  of  cattle  or  forcibly  rescuing  the  same,  and  also 
some  of  the  offences  under  the  Police  Begulation  if  that  Regulation  is 
extended  to  a  village.  • 

So  far  as  the  power  to  fine  is  concerned,  it  has  been  limited  to 
Its.  10  in  the  case  of  offences  under  the  Travancore  Penal  Code,  Rs.  5 
in  the  ease  of  offences  under  the  Cattle  Trespass  Regulation,  and  Es.  2 
in  the  case  of  offences  under  the  Police  Regulation.  So,  the  Village 
Benches  are  not  empowered  to  impose  any  heavy  fine.  They  are  also 
under  certain  restrictions  as  to  tiro  cases  to  be  tried.  No  European  British 
subject  can  lie  tried  by  them.  The  conviction  by  a  Village  Panchayat 
will  not  be  regarded  as  previous  conviction  for  the  enhancement  of 
sentence  later  on.  These  arc  the  provisions  with  reference  to  criminal 
jurisdiction  and  sufficient  safeguards  have  been  taken  to  see  that  there 
is  no  miscarriage  of  justice. 

The  next  and  most  important  portion  of  the  Bill  is  the  constitution 
of  the  village  fund.  It  will  be  conceded  by  the  House. that,  however 
much  any  willing  Government  may  try  to  administer  to  the  needs  of 
the  whole  population  of  the  State  and  to  the  innumerable  villages  in 
the  State,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  pay  the  necessary  attention  through¬ 
out  the  State  and  that  is  just  what  Mr.  Ivunjitomman  referred  to  in 
his  representation  in  the  Assembly,  so  much  so  that,  I  remember,  that 
he  humorously  observed  once  that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  distribution 
of  public  funds  must  begin  from  the  north.'  Therefore  it  will  be  seen 
that  on  account  of  the  growing  needs  of  the  people  it  may.  not  be 
possible  to  satisfy  all  the  villages.  I  may  assure  the  House  that  it  is  not 
the  object  of  the  Government  at  all  to  back  out  from  their  responsibility 
to  supply  the  necessary  funds  so  far  as  village  administration  goes. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  main  object  is  that  whatever  money  may  be 
granted  by  the  Government,  coupled  with:  whatever  money  the  villages 
may  be  able  to  levy,  should  be  spent  in  the  villages,  for  the  villages  and 
by  the  villages.  That  is  the  only  object  with  which  the  Bill  has  been; 
introduced.  The  idea  is  to  constitute  village  funds  and  empower  the 
Village  Panehayats  to  levy  a  small  cess,  .  It  has  not  been  done  with v 
a  view  to  impose  fresh  burdens  on  the  people;  and  the  only  object , 
in  providing  for  it  is  that  there  may  he  an  incentive  for  the  people 
to  collect  some  money,  to  get  the  requisite  money  from  the  Government 
and  to  spend  it  entirely  in  the  discharge  of  the  various  obligatory  and 
discretionary  fufictions  .mentioned  in.  the  Regulation.  Therefore,  I  beg. 
to  submit  that  there  should  no  misunderstanding  when  it  is  stated,, 
in  one  of  the  clauses  of  the  bill,  that  the  Village  Panchayat .  shall  levy :  . \ 
a  small  cess  on  land  with  .the  approval  of  Government.  It  is  not  with  a. 
vow  to  levy  any  fresh  taxes.  - 

Mr.  JOSEPH.  PAN JIEAR AN  (Sheriallm):  What  portion  of 
the  revenue  collected 
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[Mi'.  Y.  Bubba  Aiyar.  J 

PRPRTDRNT :  A  little  louder,  please. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PAN  J1 KARAN  (Ahirlulhti)  :  .  What  portion  of  the 
rovenuo  collected  by  the  Government  will  he  given  In  the  Village 
Panchayats  ? 

.Mu.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  {Additional  Heal  Birhtr  Void) :  I  say 
the  contribution  ir>  mentioned  there.  Let  me  finish.  J  will  come  to 
that.  The  whole  of  the  l.uid  cess  collected  will  he  spent  l.y  the  village 
and  that  is  just  what  I  was  saying.  And  t  here  will  he  a  contribution 
from  Government.  That  also  will  he  ..'.pent  by  I  he  village. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VH.VilT  PflYLAT  (Vrieandru  ■  cum  edit  a  ijad) :  1 

wish  to  know  from  Mr.  Subha  Aiyar  il  there  is  any  provision  *n  the 
Pill  regarding  Ihe  contribution  to  he.  made  by  the  ( !o\  eminent , 

Mu.  V.  SUBBA  Aid  Alt  \Addiih<-.i,d  i!m  ■  N  r.ar  I  aid,) :  f  may 
assure  the.  House  • 

Mr.  T.  K.  Y.ISLU  PITjTjAI  ( I'rh-tmh-um  cum  Knhihnnujtuh  :  May 
I  ask  him  if  there,  is  any  provision  in  the  Pill  ? 

Mu.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (  UUMohhI  Head  s;,J,„r  I VGV) :  Tim 
amount  lias  not  been  specified;  but  there  is  a  specific  provision  in  the  Hill. 

PRESIDENT:  Clause  Jf>,  pari  psi. 

Mn.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  I'lLLAI  ( V, ,///»'/ ML- ;  May  I 
know  whether  my  friend  is  also  referring  to  part  H  of  clause  lb 

Mn.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE H.UUVthml  Head  H-ekar  V«!.ih:  Ye.s. 
The  House  need  not  he  alarmed  on  account,  of  the  fact  that  it  lias  not; 
been  made  obligatory  on  the  Government  to  malic  contributions.  J 
can  assure  the  House  that  the.  Government,  do  not  want  to  divr-.t  them¬ 
selves  of  then  r  responsibility.  There,  is  no  such  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Government.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the.  House  wants  a  definite 
assurance,  the  necessary  provision  may  he  made  in  the  Select  <  ’0m111iM.ee. 

.  Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PHYLA  I  (,YeWr//V/.Ym<) :  Will 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  give  us  any  idea  as  to  what,  according  to  him,  would 
be  a  reasonable  contribution  ? 

Mr.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Hirhtr  Val;r) :  At 
this' stage,  I  may  say  that  it  would  lie  probably  an  amount  eipial  to  that 
collected  by  the  Panehayat  in  the  shape  of  land  cess.  That.,  I  think, 
fairly,  will  be  the  amount  that  will.be  contributed  by  the  Government. 
I  beg  to  submit  that  that  assurance  will  bo  unite  enough  and  the  amount 
of  the  cess  to  lie  levied  will  depend  upon  the  local  requirements  of  each 
village.  No  maximum  or  minimum  can  be  fixed.  Il  may  he  one  cash 
per  rupee  or  two  cash  or  four  cash  or  eight  cash,  whatever  the  Paneliavat 
considers  nccsssary  for  its  due  management.  That  is  why  I  have  been 
pressing  the  point,  vis.,  that  it  is  not  the  object  of  flic  Government 
to  divest  themselves  of  responsibility.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  and  desire  of  the  Government  to  see  that  the  village  collects  some 
money  itself  and  gets  an  equal  amount  from  the  Government,  the  whole 
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nf  it  losing  spent  iii  the  village  itself,  because  administration  by  tins 
village  itself  would  bo  better  done  ami  done  cheaper  also”  It 
is  with  that  view  that  these,  Panehayats  are  constituted. 

Then  the.  other  chapter  of  the  Bill  is  only  the.  miscellaneous  cbiip- 
ior  containing  various  clauses  on  miscellaneous  matters. 

Pram  what  1  have  said,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  object  of  (love ru¬ 
men  t  is  to  start  self-government  from  the  very  bottom,  m from  the  village 
i tscdl.,  in  other  words,  to  make  the  village  a  vital  part  in  the  system  of 
government.  Therefore,  the  experiment  that  is  now  proposed,  I  venture 
to  submit,  is  a  very  great  experiment.  It  will  certainly  make  the  villagers 
self-reliant  and  influential  and  imbued  with  a  high  sense  of  civic  respon¬ 
sibility.  I  believe  everybody  will  endorse  the  view  that,  so  far  as  Travau- 
enre  is  concerned,  whether  in  literacy  or  in  public  spirit  or  in  political  con¬ 
sciousness,  it  is  not  behind  of  any  oilier  State  or  Province  in  British  India: 
and,  (herel'orc,  when  the  Government  propose  to  start  local ' self -govern-  . 
jucnl  in  the  rural  ureas  with  a  view  to  improve  the  conditions  of.  such 
riiriil  ureas,  1  hope  that  (his  House  will  lend  its  hearty  support  and  enable 
the  Government  to  pass  the  measure. 

Mju.  K.  P A  UAME BV AHA  A.IYA11  (Secretary  to  Goccrmiwht)  t.  I 

second  if. 

Mir.  U.  P  Alt  AM  ES  VARAN  PILLA.1  (NeyyattintMra) :  On 
principle,  Sir,  1  would  welcome  every  'measure  contemplated  to  widen 
the  sphere  of  local  self  •government.  But  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention 
of  this  House  to  one  or  two  features  which  I  consider  to  be  very  import¬ 
ant  in  relation  to  this  Hill.  The  Do  wan  has  stated,  in  liis  address  to  the 
Popular  Assembly  in  ill'll— -and  Ibis  bus  been  reiterated  by  Mr.  Bubba 

Aiy.ir,  the  mover  of  the  Bill . that  it  ia  the  intention  of  Government  to 

create  two  sets  of  local  bodies.  One  will  be  the  Village  .Administrative 
I’auchayat  and  the  other  tho  District  Council.  The  District  'Council 
will  he  the  recognised  body  for  dealing  with  local  needs  and  for  advising 
District,  Oflumrs  in  regard  to  agricultural,  industrial,  co-operative  and 
other  insiders  connected  with  the  well-being  of  the  locality  served 
by  it- 

The  lbll  m  band  deals  only  with  the  first  set  ol'Iocal  bodies  eon  tom- 
plated  above,  the  Village  Panehayats.  I  have  not  heard  anything 
from  in  v  friend  in  regard  to  District  Councils.  It  appears  to  mo  desirable, 
imv  essential,  that  the  two  measures  should  be  taken  up  together,  as 
otherwise  we  might  miss  the  advantages  arising  from  the  simultaneous 
handling  of  two  measures  whoso  correlation  and  interdependence  cannot 
be  lost  sight  of.  In  fact.,  (he  institution  of  Village  Pauehayats  without 
some  hniTv  of  the  nature  of  the  District  Council,  will  retard  the:  successful, 
working  of  the  smaller  bodies. 

As  it  is,  we  have  In  consider  the  merits  of  this  measure  Independent 
of  the  second  set  of  local  bodies  contemplated  by  Government.  In.  that 
view,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that' a  less  ambitious  scheme  should  satisfy 
the.  rural  areas  at  this  stage.  Prom  the  representations  made  by  mem-, 
born  of  certain  municipal  councils  at  the  Popular  Assembly,  it  will  have 
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been  noticed  Unit  several  areas  brought  un<l.  r  t lie  Municipal  lu-ulalioii 
do  not,  deserve  in  lie  treat, od  as  municipal  tmvns  and  Mint,  they  are  more 
rural  than  urban  in  character.  There  have  been  persistent  complaints 
from  some  of  these  municipal  bodies  that  they  are.  asked  to  impose 
certain  municipal  taxe.s  when,  as  a  matter  ol  fact,  they  ran  well  a-lhinl 
to  do  without  thorn.  They  fee!  that  the  duties  and  obligations  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  Municipal  Hegulution  are  imtU'er-Fary  enrumhranws 
which  they  are  willing  to  ho  relieved  of  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 
These  sentiments  should  not.  and  need  mil,  mislead  the  (toyernment  as 
being  on  index  on  the  part  of  the  public  a*-  to  tln-ir  willingness  to 
shoulder  the  responsibility  of  local  self-government- .  Hut  they  are  often- 
linies  the  expressions  of  the  misuitahiliu  of  parfieutar  loe.i  aiies  in 
particular  ureas. 

Now  then,  the  Village  I’amdiayit  liegulalion  will  haw  no  appliea- 
l.ioii,  and  rightly  loo,  l.o  muiiieipal  areas  In  that  case,  we  have  to  see 
whether,  without,  revising  the  municipal  limits  in  certain  localities,  the' 
contemplated  Hill  will  he  productive  of  the  results  anticipated  l>v  such  a 
measure. 

1  do  not  mean  to  examine  in  ihe  .-ru  ral  prow-ion-,  ui  the 

Mill,  but,  1  desire,  to  make  a  few  observations  regarding  ihe  functions 
of  the  Village  I’anchavat  and  the  linamdal  ehajiter  in  the  Ihlt, 

With  regard  to  tdic •functions,  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  allocation  of 
obligatory  and  discretionary  duties  made  in  Ihe  bill  is  altogether  unsatis¬ 
factory.  To  import  into  the  Bill  provisions  similar  to  those  found 
elsewhere  is  not  to  understand  the  local  conditions.  To  the  rural  popu¬ 
lation  in  our  country,  such  mat, tors  as  the  control  and  management,  of 
e, attic,  pounds,  the.  opening  and  maintenance  ol  burning  and  burial 
grounds,  the  construction  imd  maintenance  of  bathing  ghats,  the  excava¬ 
tion,  maintenance  and  improvement  of  wells  and  ponds  for  i In*  supply  of 
water  to  flic  lmbiie  for  drinking  and  bathing  are  but,  of  secondary  im¬ 
portance.  The  cleaning  of  streets  and  enforcement  of  sanitation  and 
vaccination  are  good  in  themselves;  l.mt  to  impose  those  duties  upon  ihe 
Pauehayats  at  this  stage  without  at.  the  same  time  ascertaining  what 
functions  will  thereafter  be  exercised  by  the  Sanitary  Department  ie- 
((uires  explanation.  1  have  serious  doubts  as  to  what  can  be  achieved  by 
a  Village  PanchaytU,  within  the  limits  of  the  fund  at  its  disposal  in  the 
matter  of  the  const-ruction,  maintenance  and  improvement  ,,f  eommimira 
tions  and  drains.  I  have  not  been  aide  to  understand  the  full  signifi¬ 
cance  of  the  vague  prori-w  that-  - 

'•  Nothing  in  tlia  ltrgalii'.iim -hull  In-  ilmwil  In  iHi|,u.v‘  mo  tints  ,  r  ,-,.uC*-r  uiiy  jmw'iT 
up nil  tin!  I’iiiii-lmyHl  with  ri'n]ii-ct  l„  nay  imttter  in  Re  far  ii  is  innU-r  tin-  ijin-ei  ivliniiiis- 
tnitivi'  nnu'.rul  uf  any  oo-ut  nf  Government.  " 

Again  it  is  unfortunate  that  matters  of  primary  importance,  so  far 
as  agriculturists  arc  concerned,  are  relegated  to  the  category  of  the  discre¬ 
tionary  cl iifios  of  the  ranch-aval.  The  control  of  ealUe-slaud*.  grazing 
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grounds  and  other  communal  poruwhoJte*,  the  improvement  of  agricul¬ 
ture  and  agricultural  stock  and  the  prevention  of  cattle  mortality,  the  pro¬ 
motion  and  encouragement  of  cottage  industries,  and  the  discharge  of  the 
functions  of  irrigation  boards  are  matters  which  should  attract  the  fore¬ 
most  attention  of  these  local  bodies.  In  fact,  the  necessity  for  these 
local  bodies  has  been  felt,  if  at  all,  for  the  proper  and  more  efficient 
and  satisfactory  handling  of  such  matters  that  vitally  affect  the  nival  po¬ 
pulation  of  the  country. 

With  regard  to  the  village  fund,  my  objection  to  the  Bill,  is 
mainly  in  regard  to  its  financial  chapter.  The  village  fund  is  constituted 
chiefly  of  (1)  fees  and  fines  relating  to  the  exorcise  of  the  judicial  func¬ 
tions  of  the  Panehnvat,  (2)  contribution  and  assignment  of  sums  given 
by  Government,  and  Cl)  village  rates  levied  by  way  of  cos*  on  lands 
within  the  village.  Now  the  prospects  of  realising  any  decent  income  out 
of  fees  and  tines  are  very  gloomy.  It  is  perfectly  vague  as  to  what  policy 
or  principle  they  would  adopt  in  this  respect  from  time  to  time.  In  regard 
’to  the  contribution  from  Government,  it  is  extremely  refreshing  that  the 
mover  of  .Bill  lias  assured  the  House  that  Government  do  not  intend  tn 
divest  themselves  of  their  responsibility  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  we  cannot  be  satisfied  with  that  assurance.  The  third  and  perhaps 
the  only  sure  method  of  deriving  a  revenue  is  out  of  cess  on  lands  with¬ 
in  the  village  at;  such  rates  as  maybe  prescribed  by  the  Government. 
The  Bill  further  adds  that  the  L’anc.hayat  may  impose  taxes,  rates  or  fees 
in  addition  to  the  cess  on  lands. 

It  lias  been  staled  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  that  the  pious  intention  that 
has  been  expressed  on  behalf  of  Government  amounts  merely  to  this  vis, 
that  they  will  bo  prepared  to  invest,  on  account  of  these  local  bodies,  sum 
equal  to  that  collected  by  such  bodies  by  way  of  cess  on  lands.  This  state¬ 
ment,  along  with  the  proviso  which  asks  the  local  bodies  to  raise  any  cess 
at  such  rates  as  may  he  proscribed  by  Government,  does  not  go  further 
than  authorising  the  Banehnyat  to  impose  additional  taxation. 

It,  has  been  noted  already  that  the  construction,  maintenance  and  im¬ 
provement  of  communications  and  drains  are  classified  among  the  obligat¬ 
ory  duties  of  the  Village  Panohayat  and  that  it  will  be  open  to  Government 
to’ direct  the  villages  concerned  to  attend  to  such  work  as  they  may  deem 
necessary.  The  complaints  and  local  grievances  now  brought  to  the 
notice  of  Government  will  then  he  referred  back  to  the  Village  Panohayat 
whoso  primary  duty  will  lx;  to  attend  to  such  needs.  This  would  perhaps 
he  most  welcome,  provided  the  villages  had  the  wherewithal  to  carry 
out  mich  works.  But  where  should  they  go  for  funds  ?  They  will  have 
to  appeal  to  themselves  unless,  of  course,  the  contributions  from  Govern¬ 
ment  supply  the.  need.  It  is  extremely  discouraging  that  •  the  con¬ 
tribution  from  Government  should  he  measured  by  the  amount  that  the 
local  bodies  are  themselves  prepared  to  raise  as  land  cess.  As. 'to  such 
contribution— even  as  to  this  maU  contribution,  as  I  would  call  ife— 
there  is  no  guarantee  that,  it  will  be  proportionate  to  the  needs  or  even 
that  it  will  continue  to  be  forthcoming.  There  is  no  indication. 
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thereof  in  the  Hill  before  us.  Asa  result,  villages  will  ha  w  ul  last  to  fall 
back  mainly  on  t-heir  own  ivsumves  u>  supply  their  own  need*  This 
principle  has  already  been  partly  applied  t.>  municipal  bodies.  An, I 
it.  mi p>li t  lie  asked  whether  there  is  anything  unfair  in  it.  1 
do  not,  wish  to  enter  into  a  discussion  at  this  stage  on  the  principle 
that,  should  guide  the  centra!  tiovevnmcnf  in  regard  to  l«»-:vl  mr.K 
But  I  limy  ho  permitted  l-n  make  a  few  observations  on  this  matter  solar 
as  they  are  relevant  to  the  linaneial  provisions  in  this  I  till .  It  lias  been 
well  renoo'iu.si'd  by  the  (InVernmont,  as  eait  he  seen  from  the  I'cwanA 
address  to  the  Popular  Assembly  in  P.hJI,  that  if.  would  he  advisable 
not  to  f(o  in  for  any  fresh  impost  on  land.  The  Village  P.ioeh.n.u 
Uogtilal.iim  will  a  fleet  mainly  the  ugneull  u  rial  •:  and  (hey  alrea.lv  v..niii 
hide  a  Vcrv  docent  proportion  of  I  lie  Slate  revenues  In  wav  ot  land 
revenue,  rI hey  lire  further  subjected  to  several  other  items  ..|  nehlvet 
taxation.  They  have  to  liberally  contribute  towards  the  expenditure 
incurred  in  connection  with  minor  irrigation.  In  that  view,  is  n  fan 
that.  I  he  villagers  should  further  he  taxed  before  they  e, m  el.om  the 
benefits  that  would  contribute  to  t.lieir  material  prosperity '*  In  the  ,, 
oire.uiustanees,  it  appears  to  mo  essential  that  the  relstl kinship  h.  iw.-.  u 
theeentral  tloVernmont.  and  the  local  bodies  in  the  matter  ot  linint.-r 
should  he.  clearly  delined  before  any  such  measure  is  passed  into  law.  1 
wish  it  will  be  recognised  by  the  ( loVeminent  that  land  tax.  its  -.iit  h. -iuml.l 
gradually  cease  to  lie.  a  sot  live  of  national  income  and  that  in  c..ur<r  of 
time,  if  should  be  allowed  to  he  appropriated  by  local  1..., lies  |..>  i...m! 
needs.  So,  instead  of  asking  the  Village  Panelutysts  to  repl.-m-h  t.Vw 
resources  by  imposing  a  fresh  eesu  on  lauds  or  other  tax,-,  upon  tie- 
villagers,  I  should  damn  if  necessary  that  a  decent  proportion  el'jltc  land 
revenue  should  be  set  apart  as  eoaslitutiiig  the  mini  ml  confrihiiti-.n  \;,on, 
(tovermnent  lmvo  declared  their  intention  to  extend  the  scope  of  ttn  ir 
nat.iou-huildingaetivitiesaudtheDew'anhas  said  that  it  would  not  be  no 
to  eireumserilio  them  now.  In  that  ease,  a  large  proportion  of  ih.-  inniins 
now  allotted  to  sanitation  and  agriculture  ami  industries  should  aho  be 
given  to  local  bodies  by  way  of  grants  or  contributions.  1  'ulcss  (In  (bo- 
eminent  arc  prepared  to  make  distinct  provisions  for  the  financial  upkeep 
of  the  local  bodies  so  as  to  finable  them  to  undertake  and  earn,  out  -  leg 
works,  so  as  to  induce  the.  rural  population  to  take  a  living  mti  red  m 
local  affairs,  the.  constitution  of  such  l’nnehttyals  will  serve  mm. ■  n*.  ,t 
pompous  advertisement,  than  prove  a  useful  iusfrunieut  ..1  local  m  l|.;...v- 
eminent, 

Mu.  T.  K.  VELU  riliL.V!  tiCntWm,,  cum  ,\V 
When,  on  a  previous  occasion,  Mr.  Kubba  Aiyur  wanted  to  introduce 
t  he  Milage  Panchayat  Bill  at  tint  fag  end  of  a  busy  day  in  a  bmn  session. 
I  observed  that  it  was  a  contentious  measure;  ami  luckily  the'  idea  ■•! 
introducing  it  in  that  session  was  dropped.  Subsequently,  while  en¬ 
gaged  in  conversation  outside  this  hall,  under  the  hospitable  shade  of 
that  beautiful  tree,  I  repeated  my  inteniton  of  opposing  it  and  asked 
Mr.  Subba  Aivar  if  he  could  give  me  a  copy  of  the  Mo-Ini'  I’iH-oi- 
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Pmchayat  Act  upon  which  the  present  Bill  is  modelled.  Debate., 
Sir,  1ms  its  courtesies  and  amenities  no  less  than  the  battle-field 
and  the  kmmamont,  and  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  was  good  enough  to  give 
me.  a  copy  which  I  made  some  use  of  and  returned  to  him,  as  he 
stipulated  .that,  e.ro  the  tight  began,  his  weapon  should  he  handed 
back  to-him.  (Laughter.) 

The  Village  L’anehayat  Regulation,  Sir,  is,  in  the  circumstances  of 
Travaneore,  a  misnomer.  This  puts  me  in  mind  of  what  the  great  sati¬ 
rist,  Voltaire,  said  about  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  that  it  was 
neither  holy,  nor  Roman,  nor  an  empire,  it  is  well-known  that  in  Tra- 
vancorc  there  are  no  villages  strictly  so  called.  Wo  have  here  only  a  vast 
expanse  of  isolated  homesteads.  My  impression  has  all  along  been  that 
there  are  no  villages  in  Trnvaneorc  except  perhaps  of  a  faint  character  in 
Nanjanad  and  perhaps  in  Shencot.lah.  1  looked  up  the  authorities — 
Elphinstone,  Monro,  .Baden  1’owell,  It.  C.  Butt  and  others — and  1 
also  wont,  through  certain  recent  hooks  on  the  subject,  and  I  have  been 
re-^ssui-ed  that  my  opinion  has  not  been  wrong;  because,  I  find  villages 
arc.  according  to  these  writers,  dusters  of  houses  and  the  surrounding 
lands  with  a  legal  name  and  known  limits,  with  a  community  of  inter¬ 
ests  ami  a.  feeling  of  solidarity.  Descriptions  of  this  nature  are  inappli¬ 
cable.  to  Travaiu-ore  where,  as  1  observed  before,  we  find  an  expanse,  of 
isolated  households.  Villages  in  Ttuvancoiv  are.  only  revenue  villages, 
and  they  have  boon  frequently  dismembered  and  recombined  to  suit  the 
exigencies  of  revenue  administration.  They  have  not  very  much  of 
common  aspirations,  and  their  common  aspi rations,  if  any,  are  merged 
in  the  common  aspirations  of  the  State,  '(’heir  activities  are  very  little. 
Some  of  these  villages  are  torn  by  communal  and  other  dissensions  when 
they  are  not  overpowered  by  inaction  and  decay,  in  the  Census 
Jh'pjrt  of  lUiil . a  document  published  under  the  authority  of  Govern¬ 

ment --we  find  that  revenue  villages  or  pet  hut  It  irs  are  defined  to  be 
'artificial  units  of  inconvenient  sizes'.  An  average  pakuihi  is 
17’;.)  square  miles  and  an  average  kartt  is  .1  ‘93  square  miles.  The 
authority  to  be  vested  in  the.  Government,  according  to  the  Bill,  to 
combine  two  or  more  villages  under  the  guardianship  of  a  single  Board 
of  ranehayatdars,  is  a  virtual  admission  that  our  so-called  villages  arc  not. 
wofi-marked  units.  I  do  not,  contend  that  villages  were,  absolutely 
unknown  i<>  Travaneore  in  all  .stages  of  its  history.  But,  even  if  villages 
existed,  they  wore  deliberately  suppressed  by  the  central  authority  in 
the  progress  of  our  country  towards  monarchical  centralisation. 

I  may,  however,  say  that  the  Travaneore  Government  have  now 
realised  that  local  self-government  is  very  necessary  not  only  in  towns 
lmt  also  in  villages.  1.  am  prepared  to  congratulate  the  Government  on 
their  resolve ;  lmt  1  have  got  many  doubts  as  to  how  far  it  will 
he  useful  and  profitable  to  the  people  of  this  country.  No  doubt, 
the.  general  principles  which  have  been  accepted  and  acted  upon  by 
the  British  Government  may  give  us  various  hints  as  to  the  policy 
we  are  to  pursue;  but  differences  of  local  conditions  have  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  and  suitable  modifications  effected.  So  that,  when  I 
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have  pointed  out,  that;  there  are  no  villages  strictly  so  called  in  Travan- 
core,  what  I  meant  to  suggest  was  that  the  Village  I'anehayut  Hegu. 
lation  might  not  after  all  be  so  indispensable  for  our  purposes  in  Travail- 
core. 

The  Government  desire  to  pass  the  Bill  inio  law  in  order  lo  afford 
••'renter  facilities  to  lmn-ollicialsin  the  administration  of  local  affairs.  But 
l  am  obliged  to  observe  that  that  intention  of  the.  Government  is  greatly 
circumscribed  by  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  H  is  conceived  and  executed 
with  a,  jealous  parsimony.  if  you  mean  to  give  powers,  Sir,  to  the  people, 
vou  should  give  them  such  powers  as  are  worth  giving  and  such  us  arc 
worth  possessing.  If  you  accept  t-he.  i  rineiple  of  election,  if  you  think 
.  that  the  country  is  ripe  lor  the.  right  of  election  to  he  accorded  to  tin1 
people,  vou  must  give  full  rights,  and  1  cannot,  sec  any  wisdom  in  re¬ 
serving  a  certain  number  of  J’anchuyatda rs  to  be  appointed  by  Govern¬ 
ment.  My  point  is  that  even  the  Government  arc  prepared  to  recognise 
the.  peculiar  difficulties  that,  have  to  be  met,  with.  There  may  he  so 
many  minorities,  so  many  interests,  and  so  many  other  difficulties,  and 
perhaps  the  intention  of  the  Government,  is  lo  see  that  nobody  suffers  even 
when  there  are  communal  and  other  difficulties,  and  that  no  locality 
should  he  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  representatives  of  particular  in¬ 
terests.  The  Bill  proposes  to  make  a  compromise,  between  election  and 
nomination.  The  usual  paraphernalia  of  disabilities  are  paraded 
in  the.  present  Bill,  such  as  those  of  dismissed  Government  servants  and 
debarred  Vakils.  I  take  this  opportunity,  Kir,  to  say  that  the.  number 
of  dismissed  Government,  servants  and  debarred  Vakils  in  Trnvaneore 
is  so  small  that  I  do  not,  think  it  is  necessary  to  draw  pointed  attention 
I o  their  existence  in  this  Bill  (. hiiKjhtrr ),  when  Government  themselves 
will  admit,  that  the  instances  have  not  lmen  many  where  dismissed  Govern¬ 
ment  servants  and  debarred  Vakils  have,  been  elected  to  popular  1  italics 
and  their  election  has  had  to  he  declared  invalid.  While  the  Village  ’an- 
nliayat  Act  of  Madras  has  fixed  25  as  the  qualifying  age  for  a  Paneha- 
yatdar,  the  Bill  makes  n»  unnecessary  and  erroneous  deviation  by 
reducing  the  age  limit  to  21.  Of  course,  that  is  a  minor  point. 

The  provisions  relating  to  the  execution  of  certain  works,  the  en¬ 
trance  to  be  effected  into  private  buildings,  llui  liability  on  the  part  of 
recalcitrant,  villagers  to  magisterial  punishment  for  disobedience  of 
orders  issued  by  Banohayaldars,  the  elevation  of  costs  to  tin*  bad  emi¬ 
nence  of. an  arrear  of  land  revenue—  these  arc  hut,  a  few  of  live  apertures 
for  mischievous  interference  and  occasional  vindictiveness.  The  powers 
relating ito  the  levy  of  license  foes,  cesses,  and  court,  fees  will  add  to  the 
burdens  of  the  villagers  without  conferring  upon  them  any  proportionate 
benefits, 

It  has  been  observed  by  the,  previous  speaker  that  ultimately  it  is 
the  cultivator-  who-  will  have  to  pay  the  duties.  He.  lias  already  been 
paying  very  much  more  than  he  can  afford.  Sir,  the  Income-Tax 
Begulation  lays  down  that  a  tax  may  be  collected  from  a  person  only  in 
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cast!  his  earnings  amount  to  Its.  *2,000  or  more.  Bui,  so  lav  as  land 
tax  is  concerned,  for  the  simple  reason  that,  it  is  easy  of  being  collected, 

the  Government . not;  only  the  Travaneorc  Government,  but  the 

Governments  of  various  States— have  been  looking  upon  the  cultivator 
as  the  one  source,  from  which  they  can  exact  any  amount.  There  is  no 
provision,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  to  exempt  a  man  from  paying  land, 
tax  simply  because,  he  is  not  able  to  make  both,  cuds  meet.  To  say 
that,  he  will  ultimately  have  to  pay  all  these  cesses  and  taxes  on  the 
basis  of  his  possessing  some  lands  is  not-  cijuitable.  But  the'  more 
serious  objection  is  that  the  Bill  proposes  (o  give  these  PancbavatH . 
authority  to  decide  criminal  and  civil  cases  of  a  certain  kind. 

While  moving  the  resolution  on  Bench  Magistrates,  1  made  certain 
observations  which  showed,  at.  any  rate,  «///  individual  want  of  faith  in  the 
proper  working  of  these  judicial  benches.  Uuriiig  the  last  several  months, 

1  have  not  been  able  to  change,  my  conviction  ;  on  the  other  liaud,  the  in¬ 
formation  that.  I  have,  gathered  during  the  period  .has  only  gone  to 
strengthen  the  tears  that  1  had  originally  entertained.  Anyhow,  in  the 
case,  of  the  villages,  the  matter  is  very  much  more  dillicult.  In  towns, 
we  iii.tij  occasionally  come  across  some  educated  people  who  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  their  time,  and  energy  to  the  adjudication  of  cases  between 
other  townsmen.  But  in  villages,  the  number  of  people  who  will  take 
interest  in  such  matters  is  very  small.  The  number  of  people  who  arc 
competent  lo  take  such  interest  is  Very  much  smaller.  There  are  rlil'tioul- 
l  ies  oi  locomotion  ;  (here  is  want  of  ferry-boats,  bridges  and  good  roads'. 
The  jiromine.nl.  question  is  that  of  distance  from  one  place  to  another. 
Coupled  wilh  this  there  are  tlu;  ju-overbial  difficulties  of  the 
agriculturist.  He  will  not,  be  able  to  leave  his  land  fora  considerable 
portion  of  the  year.  To  say  that,  under  these  circumstances,  a  Village 
I’anchayat.  will  be  aide  to  decide  eases,  criminal  and  civil,  however 
trivial  they  may  lie,  is  an  argument  carrying  very  little  conviction- 

The  punishment,  which  these  Boards  arc  competent  to  inflict  on  of¬ 
fenders  also  stands  oil  a  very  curious  footing.  According  to  the  general, 
law,  according  to  the  Penal  Bode,  a  magistrate  of  the  first  class  or  the 
second  class  has  got  powers  to  inflict  punishments  proportionate  lo  the 
gravity  of  the  offence.  A  theft,  Sir.  is  a  theft  whether  the  property 
stolen  is  wot  th  live  rupees  or  fifty-thousand  rupees.  It  may  bo  a  habi¬ 
tual  offender  that  commit*,  the  theft,  so  tlmt  it  is  not  t,  lie  value  of  the  pro 
j K- i  t  v  stolen  but  the  act  of  the  accused  that  is  mmc,  important-  Therefore, 

I  fear  that,  when  these  I’aiuihayats  are  given  authority  to  decide  cases 
of  theft:,  win  n  the  jiruperiy  alleged  lo  have  been  stolen  is  only  ten  rupees, 
it  is  really  dmilvantsigenus  to  the  country,  because,  for  the  sake  of  getting 
a  frilmmil  close  at.  hand,  in  order  to  avoid  the  expense  of  going  tea 
distant  town  where  you  can  liml  a  magistrate,  a  complainant  elects  to.  hb. 
stli.slicd  b\  instituting  a  complaint  in  the  tribunal,  hovvovor  imbecile 
ami  inefficient,  which  he  could  find  near  his  Own  home.'  TliO  result 
will  1h>  that  punishments  will  lose  their  deterrent' force,  so  that,  in.  the 
course  of  a  few  Nears,  we  shall  be  creating  an  atmosphere  whom  ei-imcs 
will  thrive  and  multiplv.  bam  against  inoculating  the  .criminal  section 
of  i.oeielv  with  the  serum  of  light  and  ineffective  punishment. 
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These  matters  are  really  serious,  and  l  must,  repeal,  once  more, 
for  fclie  kind  consideration  of  yourself,  Sir.  and  the  members  of  this 
Council,  that  the  proposal  to  constitute  villa, go.  people-  -some  ot  whom  are 
ignorant,  others  of  whom  are  so  grossly  litigious,  and  still  others  who  are 
so  very  indifferent  to  public  affairs  —to  make  them  members  of  a  Pauoha- 
yat  and  to  arm  that  Panchavat  with  authority  will  he  going  to  lengths 
on  which  we  shall  not  be  able  to  congratulate  ourselves  in  (lie  future. 

The  success  of  local  self-government  depends  on  the  habit  of  co¬ 
operation.  A  community  of  intercut  is  at  mw  the  smircc  and  the  aim 
of  local  self-government,' and  a  very  high  authoril.v  says  that  this  is 
always  fostered  by  common  traditions,  interests  and  pursuits,  where,  the 
individual  is  consciously  subordinated  to  the  public  and  depends  mainly 
on  the  moral  and  intellectual  eo-el'lieionls  of  the  people.  Social  structure 
is  an  important  factor-  “Where  men  are  divided  by  language,  or  by  re¬ 
ligion,  or  by  caste  distinctions  grounded  on  race  or  on  occupation,  there 
are  grounds  lor  mutual  distrust  and  animosity  which  main'  it  hard  lor 
them  to  act  together  or  for  each  section  to  recognise  cijual  rights  in  the 
other."  In  our  country,  local  and  national  problems  very  often  descend 
to  the  narrow  limits  of  caste  and  community.  Nominations  to  appoint¬ 
ments,  -  elections  to  the.  [legislative  Council  and  to  t,!io  Municipal 
Councils — all  these  are,  to  a  considerable  extent  based  on,  and 
to  that  extent  vitiated  by,  considerations  of  caste  and  community. 
.1  am  not  unaware  of  the  circumstance  that  there  is  in  our  country  a 
number  of  generous-minded  gentlemen  who  may  not  see  eye  to  eye  with 
mo  iu  these  mat, tors.  But  I  am  in  a-  position  to  say,  if  they  efitertain 
any  doubts,  that  my  statement  is  supported  by  the  history  of 
Travancore  during  the  last  15  or  ‘20  years;  and  l  am  prepared 
to  give  specific,  instances  where  'people  have  been  overwhelmed  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty  hv  communal  and  caste  interests.  The  large, 
percentage  of  people  who  attended  tlui  polls  in  the  last  .Legislative 
Council  elections,  a  circumstance  which  has  elicited  the  warm  and  well- 
meant  admiration  of  Government,  is,  i  am  sure,  due  nut  merely  to  a 
political  consciousness  but  also  to  a  recognition  of  caste  and  .sect¬ 
arian  duty.  The  nominal’, ions  to  scats  in  the  Municipal  Councils  and  the 
Panchavat  Courts  arc  made  on  the  principle  of  eiisie.  'ind  religion.  The. 
number  of  sectarian  nr  communal  subjects  brought,  up  before  the  Sri 
'Madam  Popular  Assembly  and  this  Council  eauuot  fail  to  show  the 
direction  of  the  current  of  public  opinion. 

i.  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  adduce,  more  reason..;  to  show  that 
the  principle  of.'  local  contiguity  inis  not-  asserted  id,  place  in  Mm  polities 
of  the  State  in  supersession  of  tribal,  clannish  and  sectarian  i;onsi(U,ra- 
tioua.  The  Village  Punc.bayats  are  to  lie  the  guardians  of  lauks,  roads 
and  public  wells.  It  requires  no  vivid  imagination  to  picture  to  one's 
mind  the  disputes  that  will  arise  in.  the  village  conclave  of  Pancliaval- 
dars,  if  a  Pulaya  member  advocates  the  throwing  open  of  the  local  tank 
or  well  to  the  free  use  of  the  members  of  bis  own  community  wlicu, 
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-  perhaps,  he  is  supported  by  u  considerable  number  of  persons.  To  arm 
the  Pauchayat  with  such  uu  authority  will  be  -very  unwise ;  because 
in  a  Panchayat  there  will  be  representatives  of  various  castes,  and  a 
variety  of  considerations  will  prevail  with  each  of  them.  It  is  quite 
legitimate  that  a  depressed  Pulaya  should  come  forward'  and  say:  “  You 
have  not  been  treating  us  well ;  our  blood  is  the  sumo  as  yours  and  it 
also  requires  water  as  a  component.”  I  fear  that  public  conscious¬ 
ness  and  the  feeling  of  cosmopolitanism  have  not  so  far  succeeded  in  gain¬ 
ing  ground  in  Travancore ;  and  I  apprehend  that  a  number  of  people 
will  come  forward  and  say  that,  if  a  Pulaya  touches  a  tank,  it  will  be 
polluted.  T  do  not  think  that  such  a  feeling  on  the  prut  of  the  other 
communities  should  he  encouraged.  I  am  only  speaking  of  conditions 
which  exist  and  wo  shall  not  bo  justified  if  wo  forget  them.  Even 
‘  with  regard  to  the  fee  concessions  which  have  been  granted  bv  Govern¬ 
ment,  there  will  be  iliflienltics  if  the  schools  ore  handed  over  to  the 
Panehayats  for  management. 

I  am  aware  of  the  argument  that  participation  in  administrative 
and  judicial  work  might  tend  to  bridge  away  these  differences  and  work 
towards  homogneity  of  interests.  That  is  the  lesson  taught  by  the 
history  of  the  Spanish  Armada  or  the  wars  which  Switzerland  had  to  wage 
against  its  neighbours,  .or  the  union  of  northern  and  southern  States  in 
America  against  common  opponents.  Blit,  here  when  local  govern¬ 
ment  is  a  name  and  a  Action,  when  the  central  government  is  working  the 
system  in  its  paternal  solicitude  for  its  subjects,  when  a  feeling  of  security 
encourages  communal  and  class  dissensions,  any  sudden  fusion  of  different 
or  discordant  elements  ia  well-nigh  impossible.  In  Travancore,-  the  Sdblm 
has  yielded  to  the  Tahsildar.  The  ownership  of  land  was  assumed  by 
.  the  central  government.  The  religious  and  charitable  endowments  which 
were  managed  by  local  guilds  or  associations  were  brought  under  the 
control  and  management  of  the  .central  government  and  a  special  .  law 
was  passed  by  the  legislature  for  that  purpose,  But  after  a  time  the 
Travancore  Government  have ‘recognised the  wisdom,  and.  the.neces-. 
sity  of  fostering  local  self-government.  The  municipalities  were  first 
-tried,  extended  and  amplified ;  and  in-  certain  cases .'  they  .  Were 
forced  upon  unwilling  townsfolk.  I  refuse  to  believe  that  this  was 
due  to  a  desire  to  make  people  self-reliant  and  to  afford  them  administra¬ 
tive  experience.  The  maintenance  of  towns  cost  money  and  therefore 
the  levy  of  municipal  rates  and  taxes. became  an  article  of  faith  and  a 
convenient  remedy  for  the  evils  of  a  recurring  expenditure.  I  know  some 
municipalities  deserve  only  one  piece  of  good  fortune— the  good  fortune  of 
being  abolished.  There  is  no  wonder  in  this  result  when.it  is  remem¬ 
bered  that,  oven  in  western  countries*  the  experiment  of  *local  self-gov¬ 
ernment  has  not* been  a. complete  success.  Viscount  Bryce  observes 
that  "the  development  of  local  government  and  the  transference  to  it 
of  as  many  administrative  functions  as  .possible,  though  constantly 
preached  by  reformers,  does  not  in  fact  advance.  Very  little  has  been 
done  in  this  direction  by  France  or  Australia,-  or  in  Spanish  America, 
while  in  England  the  small  parish  units  have  failed  to  enlist  ypphlair 
interest".  This  is  not  a  mere  dictum  of  the,  scholar.  The  Viscount 
.  Vol,  IV-No.  1.  x  -  . 
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was  a  man  of  great  administrative  experience  mellowed  liy  olnsem*. 
tion  of  forms  of  government  in  all  the  important  countries  of  the  world. 
The  policy  of  encouraging  lodal  self-government  in  India  furnishes  a, 
strong  proof  to  the  soundness  of  his  judgment.  In  Coorg,  the  income  of  •< 
District  Boards' is  extremely  exiguous,  and  if  is  impossible  for  it  to  carry 
out  any  measure,  of  importance  without  help  from  imperial  funds.  (Fidtj' 
A'l'Minstmlion  Ik  mri far  1 9, 'll)  In  Mysore,  (lie  numlier  of  persona, 
charged  before  t.ho  .Beach  Magistrates  in  I ‘.fill  22  wns  ■14,707,  but  the' 
number  convicted  was  7,N27.  In  (be  Stale  of  Barmin  "(he  Village 
Boards  that  were  inverted  with  civil  and  criminal  powers  have  not  done 
satisfactory  work.  Tno  Government  sanctioned  a  lakh  of  rupees  for 
medical  relief  and  village  imitation.  This  sum  was  In  be  spent,  as  a 
subvention  to  Biinchai  ab,  coni  ribiifing  local  help.  But  people  do  not 
take  advantage  of  if.  Borne  of  flu;  BiVx/rtrt  t’am-lumifs  are  invested 
with  judicial  powers  which  were  not  milised  wiili  advantage".  The 
Pauchayats  in  the  Madras  Presidency  have  thus  far  not  I  teen  very  satis¬ 
factory. 

A  valuable  lesson  on  local  stlf-goveramenL  in  Travam-ore  is  afford¬ 
ed  by  the  history  of  our  mnuieipalilics.  In  an  Address  lo  the  mem* 
hers  of  the  Popular  Assembly,  the  Pewan  observed  (lint  a  few  of  the 
latuiicipalifcius  were  lighting  shy  of  taxation  and  trying,  if  possible,  to 
lotreoc  souio  of  the  steps  already  travelled  by  them  in  that  direction, 
The  results  achieved  so  far,  wore,  ho  said,  on  the  whole  "  not.  discourse*' 
mg”.  The  words  ‘  not  discouraging'  in  a  Dewan’s  pronouncement 
amounts  to  an  unqualified  confession  of  an  opposite  significance  ;  while 
the  remark  in  the  Admin  inf  r(ilion  Report  for  1097  Unit  "the  Govern¬ 
ment  arc  pleased  with  the  attempts  of  most  of  the  Councils  to  increase 
their  resources”  indicates  that  their  real  object,  whatever  their  profession, 
is  to  withhold  the  grants  now  given  to  the  municipalities.  The  Address 
■foreshadows  the  future  policy  of  handing  over  town  roads  (o  Municipal 
Councils  for  management,  but  dons  nob  stale  that  the  funds  hitherto 
spent  on  them  by  the  Government  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
respective  councils.  If  the  Government-  had  expressed  their  readiness  to 
■handover  schools,  hospital  and  roads,,  and  undertook  to  make  over 
the  money  now  spent  on  them  to  the  Councils,  I  would  have  raised 
no  objection  to  this  Bill.  But  they  are  not  prepared  to  give  the  Munici¬ 
pal  Councils,  these  democratic  bodies,  any  portion  of  the  general  revenues 
of  the  State.  They  arc  not  willing  to  give  them  real  powets  of  self* 
government. 

;  I’PKBftiBNT:  May  I  draw  your  attention  to  part  i)  of  elausodfi 
which  refers  to  otnor  contributions  which  the  Government  may  make? 

Mh.  T.  K.  VALU  PILLAI  .  (Trii'a  :Jrum  cum  Ah imangwl)}  I 
thunk  you,  Sir,  for  having  called  my  attention  to  that.  But,  when  the 
budget  session  conics,  the,  claims  of  particular  departments  have  to  be 
mot  and  the  Government  have,  'been  systematically  reducing  the  amount 
during  the  last  several  years. 
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It  is  instructive  to  find  that  Its.  29,250  is  all  tin;  grant  made  by 
Government  to  all  the  municipalities  together  in  1097  ir.  k.  The  ad¬ 
ministration  has  realised  that  general  taxation  lias  reached  its  maximum 
and  even  exceeded  the  taxable  capacity  of  the  people  ;  ami  they  naturally 
desire  to  escape  unpopularity  by  malting  the  democratic  municipal 
bodies  undergo  all  the  unpleasantness  of  levying  further  taxis. 

.Some  of  the  figures  given  in  the  Government  publication,  -S'  //shoe 
ofTram‘tcore,.MO  explanatory  of  the  preparedness  of  the  people  for 
taking  upon  themselves  the  responsibilities  of  local  government..  The 
average  attendance,  of  members,  including  the  President,  in  some  of 
them  is  as  follows:--  • 

Trivandrum  ITO.  I'nluchel  ()':!. 

Quilou  7T.  Rheneottuh  (i'‘2. 

Alleppey  10-18.  'I’irnvalla  HU 

Kottayam  5'92.  Mavelikara  R-U7. 

Nagerc-.oil,  Kuzhittura,  Kaya.nkulam,  Haripad,  Vuikiun  and  A I  wave 
have  fared  well  in  attendance.  lint  18  out  of  19  tinmieipaHiics  sh..w 
an  attendance  of  less  than  15  per  cent.  If  Ibis  Hugging  interest:  in  !<  eul 
affairs  is  characteristic  of  the  residents  in  towns,  where  .li-lmi  v  ,  are 
small  and  locomotion  easy,  the  case,  of  sparsely  inhabited  /<rt hint 
with  few. roads  and  other  facilities  requires  mi  description. 

The  Village  Punchayat  contemplated  by  the  Hill  will  not  be  of  any 
real  use  though  it  might  enable  Govonmmnl  to  refer  people  m  the 
Panchayat  when  local  wants  and  grievances  arc.  vunliluted  m  (lie  Sri 
Mulam  Popular  Assembly.  1  am  alive  to  the  fact  that  flic  central 
Government  would  need  the  co-operation  of  the  local  inhabitants  mid 
I  am  also  confident  that  on  occasions  of  necessity  popular  aid  will  la* 
forthcoming.  The  school  buildings  and  roads  constnictid  by  the 
people  at  their  expense  attest  their  readiness  i«  share  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  Government  and  their  willingness  to  contribute  money 
towards  schemes  of  improvement,  over  mul  above  what,  is  contributed 
by  way  of  taxation.  I  know  as  a  positive  fact  thal  most  of  these  contri¬ 
butions  of  money  and  effort  were  due  to  the  inspiration  of,  and  some¬ 
times  a  kind  of  mild  compulsion  on  the  part  of,  officers.  I.  am  nut,  in 
favour  of  allowing  buffers  of  local  organisations  being  ertuiiol  mi  the  path 
of  their  duty  with  the  purpose  of  warding  off  complaints  mid  preventing 
their  prompt  and  effective  redress. 

Responsibility,  Sir,  is  the  chief  attribute  of  power  and  Uiorefoi'u  the. 
Government  would  bo  woll  advised  in  arming  local  institutions  with  real 
authority  in  the  administration  of  local  affairs  if  any  good  results  aio 
anticipated.  This  is  all  the  more  necessary  because  the  local  bodies  are 
to  be  the  creation  of  the  central  Government  and  not  the  result  of  a 
natural  spontaneous  evolution,  the  result  of  the  habits  and  midi!  ions  of 
the  ;  ast.  Sir,  I  cannot  help  saying  that  the  powers  proposed  to  he  con¬ 
ferred.  on  the  Panchayats  are  not  real  though  high-sounding.  The  Pao- 
chayats  cannot  do  anything  m  relation  to  any  matter  which  is  under  the 
direct  administrative  control  of  any  department  of  Government.  They 
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are  bound  to  execute  the  orders  issued  by  tlu:  OoTenmumt  t»  certain  op¬ 
tional  matters  like  primary  education  and  the  relief.  of  the.  siek.  They 

have  to  decide  eases  sent  down  to  them  by  any  magistral e.  They  are 
precluded  from  getting  the  assistance  of  legal  practitioners.  The  officers 
of  Government  can  enter  and  inspect  any  immovable  property  oceupiod 
by  the  Panohayats  or  any  work  under  their  direction.  These  officers  can 
again  order  certain  acts  to  be  performed  by  the  Pauduiyat  ami,  in  de¬ 
fault  of  compliance,  order  some  person  whom  they  like  to  perform  iland 
'then call  upon  the  corporation  to  pay  up  the  expenses;  ami  (hero  is  then 
the  very  unwelcome  provision  that  the  officer  in  charge  of  tlu*  treasury  in 
which  the  village  fund  is  invested  may  |tay  moneys  nt  the  helms!  of  the 
officer  so  empowered,  ft  is  curious  that  the.  l'am-hayat.  has  not  even 
the  right  of  appeal  against  such  arbitrary  orders.  The  resolutions  of  the 
Board  may  he  suspended  or  cancelled  by  the  oflieer  according  to  his,, 
discretion.  The  keystone  of  the  whole,  arch  is  the  authority  vested  in 
Government  to  dissolve  Panohayats  according  as  Iln-y  deem  lit.  Alt 
instance  of  arbitrary  procedure  is  furnished  by  Section  .'>7  which  em¬ 
powers  Government  to  decide  tlm  question  ol  losses  incurred  by  the 
Panchayat  as  a  consequence  of  the  misconduct  or 'gross  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the.  members  without,  the  due  safeguards  of  law,  an  order  in 
writing  being  the  only  condition.  1  may  also  point  out  that,  (hiring  these 
many  yettrs,  the  jurisdiction  of  civil  courts  lias  been  misled  by  making 
'  the  orders  of  Government  final  as  to  the  liability  of  a  member  ami  the 
amount  to  be  recovered  from  him.  Even  tlm  safeguards  of  the  Depart¬ 
mental  Enquiries  Regulation,  VJ  of  107 .5,  are  not  to  alford  any  assist-unco 
to  a  condemned  Panchayatdar,  though  any  public  servant;  in  tlm  service 
of.  Government  is  entitled  to  invoke  the  aid  of  that  Regulation  to  vindi¬ 
cate  his  innocence.  Such  are  the  glorious  rights  conferred  on  the  enter¬ 
prising  public  men  who  are  to  constitute,  the  Panohayats.  This  body 
that  stands  for  democracy  and  public  spirit,  the  agency  to  teach  the 
•  citizen  self-help  and  self-reliance,  can,  under  the  limitations  set  forth 
already,,  serve  no  better  purpose  than  dance  to  the  tunes  or  the  local 
officer  who  may  perhaps  bn  of  the  status  of  a  Tahsildur  and  in  most  cases 
of  the 'rank  of  a  P-roveriicar.  This  parody  of  a  democratic  institution 
should  not  he  allowed  to  see  the  light  of  day  if  wo  are  to  preserve  our- . 
selves  from  eternal  humiliation  and  sterility. 

Sir,  I  fear  1  have  taken  a  good  deal  of  time  already.  But  tlm  im¬ 
portance  of  the  subject  prevents  mo  from  refraining  from  a  consideration 
of  the  powers  of  taxation  intended  to  be  conferred  on  Panohayats.  The 
Boards  arc  permitted  to  levy  fees -on  the.  institution -of  certain  suits  and, 
what  is  more,  on  criminal  cases  also.  With  one  hand  you  arc  constitut¬ 
ing  ignorant  men  'into  judges  and  making  the  administration  of  criminal 
law.r,  play  and  a  delusion  and  with  the  other  you  are  making  criminal 
justice  expensive,  by  the  levy  of  foes  You  are  baptising  new  land  cesses 
and  trying  to  add  to  the  hardships  suffered  by  a  poor  toiling  people.  You 
are  encouraging  the  imposition  of  taxes,  rates,  cesses  and  license  fees  to  - 
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enable  the  Panehayats  to  discharge  their  obligatory  and  optional  func¬ 
tions.  Panehayats  are  made  to  vie  with  one  another  in  a  career  of  self- 
glorification  by  raising  the  largest  revenues,  as  Tahsildars  are  encouraged 
to  realise  the  maximum  sums  from  the  sale  of  piulumk  and  the  collec¬ 
tions  under  the  prohibitory  assessment  sections  of  the  Land  Conservancy 
Regulation. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  do  not  think  that  is  relevant  here. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELTJ  PHYLA!  (' V  man-inn  a  cum  Nedumnngad) :  Sir, 
I  only  say  that,  when  the  Government  ask  an  officer  to  raise  revenue— 

PRESIDENT :  A  Panohavat  in  not  an  officer  subordinate  to  the 
Government. 

Mb;  T,  K.  VELU  PILIiAI  ('i'rtean-lrnm  cum  Nedium-ngudi : 
They  do  their  best  in  the  matter.  Some  Panehayats  will  value  the 
approbation  of  Government  so  much  that  they  may  be  tempted  to  raise 
,  their  revenue.  Sir,  I  cannot  accept  the  principle  of  this  Bill  and  I  am 
sure  the  country  will  not  accept  it.  It  is  our  prime  duty  to  prevent  the 
imposition  of  these  rates  and  cesses  that  come  in  swarms.  It  is  true, 
that  the  creation  of  local  hoards  lias  been  urged  at  several  sessions  of 
the  Sri  Mnlam  Popular  Assembly  ;  but  I  am  sure!  the  movin'  of  the  Bill 
will  not  succeed  in  satisfying  the  House  that  it.  was  a  measure  of  this 
troublesome  and  unprofitable  nature  that  was  demanded  by  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  people.  We  are  not  against  officers  as  a  class  and  we 
do  not  pray  for  their  abolition.  We  only  desire  that  they  should  turn 
out  sufficient  work  and  discharge,  their  sacred  duty.  The  democracy  that 
the  Government  are  now  anxious  to  foster  lias  begun  from  the  central 
Government;  and  if  Government  are  anxious  to  extond  it,  the  proper 
method  is  to  foster  it  in  district  centres  by  the  creation  of  District 
Boards  with  substantial  powers,  and  make  over  to  them  a  definite  share 
of  the  general  revenues  for  the  satisfaction  of  local  needs.  The  types  of 
men  that  will  servo  on  a  District  Board  will  be  far  superior  in  intelli¬ 
gence  and  equipment  to  those  who  congregate  in  the  imbecile  Pah- 
chayats. 

From  the  time  of  Lord  Ripon  onwards,  the  encouragement  of  local 
self-government  has  been  a  favourite  theme  of  the  British  Government 
in  India.  The  dutieR  of  the  Government  of  India  are  so  hard  and  nu¬ 
merous  that  local  affairs  may  have  to  he  administered  by  popular  repre¬ 
sentatives.  But  Travancore  is  a  small  Stato  and  our  officers  can  look 
after  even  parochial  concerns  without  any  difficulty  under  tho  guidance 
and  advice  of  district  organisations.  Wo  need  not  have  Panehayats 
because  they  have  similar  hoards  in  British  India.  I  am  sure  the  re¬ 
presentatives' of  the  people  in  Travancore  who  sit  in  this  hall  to  guard 
their  interests  will  not  lend  the  smallest  support  to  this  Bill.  They  will 
not  pass  this  measure  of  indirect  taxation.  They  will  not  be  parties  to 
a  proposal  to  enable  the  Government  to  collect  more  revenues  while  they 
would  like  to  throw  away  their  burdens.  They  will  not  permit  the 
Government  to  expend  the  moneys  so  saved  on  the  usual  kind  of  .  depart¬ 
mental  reorganisations  and  other  doubtful  objects  of  public  utility.  I 
oppose  the  present  Bill. 
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Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (.Va-'w'd  cum  him):  Sir.  I  regret 
T  have  to  differ  from  the  previous  speakers.  ]  fully  agree  with  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  now  before  the  Council,  it  is  to  me  ;i  mutter  of 
surprise  that  the  members  of  this  Council  who  want  nil  sorts  ami  kinds  of 
powers  conferred  upon  this  Council  should  decry  any  ettort  on  the  part 
of  the  Government. — 

Mr.  G.  PARAMEKVAUAN  1’ILEAI  |,\7; :  May  I 
point  out  to  Mr.  A.  Govimla,  Motion  that  1  merely  pointed  out  the 
defects  of  the  Bill  us  they  appended  to  hip" 

Mu.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (.l-tnoja  I  eum  I', mo) :  1  do  not, 

mean  Mr.  G.  Pavamesvarau  l’illai,  but,  Mr.  T.  K  Vein  l'illni  wlti>  tlid 
not  oven  agree  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill. 

M«.  T.  K.  VELU  ril'iLAl  (7 Y/r«Wr«/w  eum  Nnhu.,,,,, ,),„()  :  May 
I  request  Mr.  A-  Govimla  Motion  to  talk  louder?  lie  has  not,  either 
understood  me  correctly,  or— 

Mu.  A..  GOVINDA  MENON  (  Muwj'id  cum  Pantry.  1  thought 
he  was  entirely  against  the  Bill.  No  doubt,  it.  is  our  duty  to  point,  out 
the  defects.  My  friend  put  it  in  such  a.  way  that  he  would  be  the 
right  man  if  ho  had  been  a  thorough  btmtuuerat.  which  ho.  partially  is 
now.  Sir,  Mr.  Vein  Pillai,  said  it  would  be.  better  to  begin  from  the  top. 
My  reading  of  the  political  history  of  India  as  a  whole  convinces  me  that 
it  is  not  wise  to  begin  from  the  top — 

Mr.  T.  K  VEDU  PILE  AT  (Trirnrln,,,,  cum  .V,  </., ,  „wj,ut)  ■ 
With  your  permission,  may  I  correct  my  friend? 

PRESIDENT  :  You  will  have  to  wait  unt  il  he  finishes  his  sen¬ 
tence. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tnrivuh'inn  cum  Nt'thtin<i>njritl ): 
I  shall  spare  him  the  necessity  to  speak  about  it.  lie  has  misunderstood 
me. 

■  PRESIDENT :  You  may  say  what  you  have  to  say  after  he  has 
finished  his  sentence. 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  {Alangutl  cum  Vurur):  The  Pan- 
chayat  is  the  first  thing  that  ought  to  have  been  created  even  before  this 
Council  was  brought  into  being.  Village  bodies  were  not  unknown  in 
Travancore.  Even  in  my  childhood,  the  ronmants  of  those  institutions 
existed  in  the  villages— at  least  in  my  part  of  the  State.  Of  cmirse,  those 
things  have  disappeared  owing  to  the  extreme  centralisation  jtuliey  of 
the  Government. 

Coming  to  the  bill  itself,  I  agree  with  many  of  the  criticisms 
directed  by  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  as  re  jards'  its  financial  aspect. 
But  I  contend  that,  for  my  part,  even  if  the  Bill  is  to  be  worded  and 
passed  finally  as  it  is,  I  would  welcome  it  because  it  gives  us  a  consti¬ 
tuted  body  through  which  the  people  of  this  State  can  put  forward  their 
needs  and  grievances  before  the  Government.  As  a  member  of  the  Sri 
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Mulam  Popular  Assembly,  I  have  come  here  nine  or  ten  times  and  re¬ 
presented  various  matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  people,  parti¬ 
cularly  local  needs.  But  in  99  cases  out  of  100,  they  have  been  only  a 
cry  in  the  wilderness.  It  is  no  use  sending  a  member  here  once  in  a 
year  and  making  him  represent  some  sort  of  grievance.  There  is 
nobody  in  our  rural  areas  to  keep  the  eyes  of  Government  always 
open  and  to  constantly  remind  and  worry  them  about  their  grievances 
so  that  they  may  understand  that  they  are  real ;  for  all  of  us  know  that 
the  crying  child  alone  will  get  the  milk.  There  is  no  constituted  body 
in  our  rural  areas  to  represent  their  grievances  to  the  Government  pro¬ 
perly  and'strougly.  That  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  I  toko  — 

Mr,  T.  K.  VELD  PILL  A!  l.rnraudrum  cum  Nc.dumangad) :  I 
wish  to  know-  whether  all  the  municipalities  arc  working  properly,  and 
particularly  the  Parur  Municipality. 

Mb.  A.  GOV.INDA  MEN  ON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur) :  It  is  a  per¬ 
sonal  question.  It  is  working  properly. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  Clrimudrum  cum  Nedumurgad)- 
Suppose--  . 

PRESIDENT :  Arc  you  asking  a  question  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( 1'rmmdrwn  cum  A ■r.tlun>nngm()\  .Yes, 
Sir,  if  you  permit  me.  My  question  is  that,  in  case  there  is  fight  be¬ 
tween — 

PRESIDENT:  It  does  not  arise  out  of  his  speech.  So  I  must 
disallow  it.  There  is  no  question  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Panchayat  or 
of  other  local  bodies  before  us. 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangadanm  Parur):  One  of  the  chief 
reasons  my  friend  Mr.  T.  K  Velu  Pillai  adduced  against  ,  the  Bill  was 
that  of  .communal  differences.  I  grant  that  there  are  communal  differences 
working  in  some  spheres  of  our  life.  Of  course,  in  the  matter  of  elections 
and  Government  appointments,  there  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  differences 
of  this  kind.  But  what  I  wish  to  point  out  to  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  and  others 
who  are  living  in  the  towns  is  that,  in  rural  areas,  there  is  absolutely  no 
kind  of  communal  difference  except  amongst  certain  persons  who  are  in 
touch  with  the  so-called  political  leaders  and  who  rouse  these  communal 
differences  for  their  own  use.  We  live  and  move  like  brothers ;  and  if 
there  is  any  difference  created  among  the  rural  population,  it  is  owing 
to  the  wire-pulling  of  some  of  these  so-called  leaders  of  the  people  who 
want  to  serve  their  own  ends  for  their  selfish  purposes.  Asj  a  matter  of 
fact,  these  things  die  out  soon  after  the  external  influence  is  withdrawn. 
I  grant  that  there  were  exhibitions  of  communal  difference  during  the 
last  elections ;  but,  once  the  elections  were  over,  I  do  not  think  anybody 
retained  the  same  feelings.  It  is  only  those  who  hunt  after  the  leaves 
and  fishes  of  office  or  honorary  posts  —  it  is  they  alone  who  rouse  these 
communal  differences.  I  would,  therefore  say  that  the  reason  that  there 
are  communal  differences  among  the  rural  population  would  never  be  an 
adequate  one  for  proving  that  the  Panchayat  would  never  be.  of  user  • 
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.[  would  also  urge  that  the  [ilea  that  District  Board,-  should  lie  created 
along  with  the  Villages  Panchiiyats  is  not  a  tenable,  one.  1  do  not  think 
that  is  a  very  cogent  reason,  because  it  is  only  after  working'  these  instf- 
tutions  on  the  lower  strata  of  the  political  structure  that  we  need  go  in 
for  higher  local  bodies.  In  the  present  state  of  Tmvauo.tuv,  l  t  hink  we 
.  are  much  more  advanced  than  those  in  British  India,  w  here,  perhaps, 
there  is  no  use  to  create  these  Boards  without  the  Dislriel  Iluurd.  In 
the  matter  of  capacity  of  the  people,  who  nmy  lie  nominated  as  members) 
of  the.  Panchayat,  my  friend  Mr.  Vein  I’illai  vns  very  ilirtident  ns  it:  their 
capacity  and  honesty  in  fulfilling  their  duties. 

PRESIDENT :  Why  do  you  say  *  honesty  '  ?  He  did  not  say  th  it. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MBNON  (.Um/;,m/  emu  ftar):  W  lmt  he 
said  amounted  to  that. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAl  U'riramlnm,  ntm  X,  >f ■■>...>>, !{u  I) :  I 
did  not  say  that.  I  will  not  allow  even  Mr.  Govimln  M-m.m  to  attribute 
to  mo  what  I  have  not  said. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENUN  (Alnmj.ul  cm.,  /*«>•«#•):  At  this 
stage  that  is  all  that  I  understand.  Ho  far  as  T  understand  the  rural 
population,  I  can  say  that  they  arc  free  from  the  ambition:,  and  wire¬ 
pullings  of  the  towns-peoplc  and  could  be  trusted  to  deni  with  Mir  people 
better  than  the  denizens  of  the  towns.  I  would  not,  mi  that  account, 
urge  the  witliholdingof  any  of  the  powers  they  are  already  proposed  to  Ik: 
entrusted  with  under  the  Bill.  But  I  would  extend  to  them  the 
powers  to  deal  with  all  offences  of  a  minor  nature.  Of  course,  these 
are  matters  which  can  bo  discussed  in  the  Holed  (‘ommiltee  and  1  do 
not  now  wish  to  go  into  the  details.  All  that  t  say  is  that  the  Bill 
should  not  be  rejected  by  this  Council.  It  is  one  which  hits  been  advo¬ 
cated  by  eminent  Indian  politicians  throughout  the  whole  of  India; 
and  when  the  Government  bring  it  as  a  Government  measure,  certainly 
it  deserves  all  the  support  of  this  Council.  I  do  not  deny  that,  in 
respect  of  details,  we  may  differ.  On  principle,  it  will  be  suicidal  on 
•our  part  to  withhold  our  support  of  the  Bill. 

M«.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (.•igast:sramm)  ;  Hir,  fortunately  i 
come  from  Agastisvarain,  the  southernmost  taluk  of  this  State,  wherein 
the  Bill  under  consideration  is  absolutely  no  innovation  but  only  n  re¬ 
novation. 

I  support  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  Sir,  the  Bill  is,  intended  to  give, 
effect  to  the  honest  and  generous  intention  of  the  Government  of  training 
citizens  in  local  self-government.  Year  after  year,  in  this  very  hull,  the 
members  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  have  been  representing 
to  the  Government  the  desirability  of  associating  the  people  in  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  local  affairs,  and  as  a  first  instalment,  the  Government  laid 
the  foundations  for  the  Village  Panchayat  Courts  by  passing  a  Regula¬ 
tion.  It  is  now  eight  years  since  these  courts  began  to  work  and  I 
trust  overy  member  of  this  House  is  aware  that  they  have  been  working 
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to  tho  satisfaction  of  tho  public  at  large.  Recently,  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  on  suggestions  made  by  the  responsible  representatives  of  the 
people,  introduced  the  Bench  Magistrates’  Courts  in  important  centres, 
with  all  precaution  possible,  to  secure  the  interest,  the  advantage  and 
satisfaction  of  the  public.  I  have  been  connected  with  a  Panchayat 
■Court  for  a  number  of  years  and  with  a  Bench  Court  ever  since  its  in¬ 
ception  ;  and  I  can  boldly  assure  Mr.  T.  K.  Yelu  Pillai  that  the  work  so 
far  done  is  satisfactory  and  beneficial  to  tho  public,  at  least  as  satis¬ 
factory  as  any  other  courts,  civil  or  criminal,  of  tho  State,  so  much  so, 
that  some  people  living  in  villages  outside  the  municipal  limits  have  begun 
making  special  requests  lo  open  such  courts  in  selected  important 
villages.  Mr.  M  Hubrahmanya  Pillai  of  Terur  who  is  here  with  us 
to-day  urged  in  this  Council  the  nec  ssity  of  establishing  institutions 
for  local  st  If-govornme.nt  in  selected  villages  outside  municipal 
towns.  Now  the  ae  deity  of  the  institutions  already  started 
and  controlled  by  the  Government  is'  limited  only  to  element¬ 
ary  civil  and  criminal  matters.  There  is  yet  a  variety  of  local 
self-government  activities,  such  as  rural  sanitation,  adequate  water 
supply,  upkeep  of  village  roads,  etc.  The  Government  no  doubt 
are  doing  their  best  in  these  matters ;  and  yet,  in  the  words  of 
Sir  Henry  f'ampbclI-Banin'mia.n,  ‘  Good  government  is  no  substitute 
for  self-government  ”.  which  is  now  desired  so  much  everywhere. 
Further,  the  prosperity  of  a  nation,  depends  to  a  considerable  extent  on 
the  degree  of  capacity  it,  has  for  self-government  and  this  can  be  achieved 
only  by  an  adequate  training  of  the  nation  in  tho  political  hold.  This 
Bill  clearly  proves  the  recognition  by  the  Government  of  the  capacity 
of  the  rural  population  to  work  those  institutions '  with  efficiency  and 
advantage. 

The  educative  value  of  these  institutions  cannot  he  ignored.  The 
Indian  Decentralisation  Commission  has  pointed  out  that  any  healthy 
system  of  local  self-government  must  begin  from  the  solid  basis  of 
village  organisations.  It  is  those  the  Government  contemplate  intro¬ 
ducing  by  this  Bill  and  this  is  done  only  in  response  to  the  demand  of 
the  public  in  the  matter.  I  wish  to  place  before  this  Council  that  these 
institutions  are  not  innovations  in  this  country.  There  was  a  time 
when  each  village  had  an  organisation  for  itself  to  attend  to  all  its  wants, 
social,  educational,  sanitarv  imd  judicial. 

Mr  V  I<  NAKA YANA  PILLAI  (.  / ntbalajni-xha) :  May  I  know 
why  such  village  organisations  have  been  stopped  '? 

Mu.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Affttrtisramm)-.  J.n  our  villages  there 
are  even  now  these  Village  Panchavats. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VJiLU  PULLiAl  O’rimmlnm  cum  Nediwmngad) :  I 
wish  to  ask  Mr.  Daniel  whether,  on  the  Panchavats  that  existed  ip,  liis 
part  of  the  country,  there  were,  representatives  of  all  the  castes  that 
lived  there.  '  . 

Mil,  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agastismraw)  :  In  some  villages  there 
were.  Per  the  information  of  my  friend,  I  would  say  that  in  South 
Travancore  the  brotherhood  of  man  is  beginning  to  be  recognised 
by  all  the  castes.  ,  ,  ■ 
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Mb.  T.  I\.  VELD  PILLM  ['{',■>  r  a  m'ruui  cum  : 

'  I  wish  to  ask  Mr.  Daniel  whether,  in  south  .lYavaitciuv,  there  is  any 
Christian  or  Nadar  who  is  either  »  secretary  or  u  trem-iuvr  to  any  of 
these  village  organisations,  that  is,  in  these  organisit  ioiw  which  have 
been  in  existence  for  a  long  time. 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  Ugnslisnmti,i\  :  In  mosi  of  the  village 
associations,  oven  Christian  Nadars  mv  secretaries. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELD  PILLAJ  l7V#Y#m,/rm,  eon,  X,,t„  .  ..«<*».»  1  am 

speaking  of  those  associations  wine!)  are,  ja\.  '  I  one  hundred  years' 
standing,  I  want:  to  know  whether  the  office  ol  srcivta>\  ei  treasurer 
is  held  by  a  member  of  am  of  tin*  eommnnitie.-,  I  mrniiono.t 

MB.' PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (.!./, rLsnmn##) :  Yes. 

Mu.  T.  K.  VELD  PILLA1  cum  -Y. -hma, h  : 

May  I  ask  where  that  association  is  “ 

PRESIDENT ;  Your  question  is  not  very  precise.  In  tlu>  first 
place,  you  will  have  to  name  the  association  you  want  to  ktmw  of. 

MB.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLA I  (7V;m«, /»•«..,’  emu  .Y ad) ■  t  shall 
explain.  Sir,  I  asked  in  the  first  place  whether  lie  u.is  a  wine  of  any  us- 
sociation  which,  he.  says,  exists,  a  nt  which  is  one  hundred  years  old.  and 
in  which  cither  of  the  communities  1  mentioned  is  repn  semen  either  nj 
the  board  or  among  the  office-bearers  as  secret  an  or  ires  .mvr. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  will  have  to  draw  up  a  list  of  . . .  as¬ 

sociations, -one  hundred  years  or  more  old.  and  then  ask  for  particulars 
ofone  association.  Your  question,  as  it  is,  is  hypothetical. 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  <  (;/»*•■'/>•  ar,r„):  These  Panehttyat« 
were  in  a  nourishing  condition  in  I  lie  heyday  of  village  Iff.-  in  India, 
and  they  were,  for  all  practical  purposes,  self-sufficient  and  untonoiuom. 
The  attempt  of  the  Government  is  |> -  uoi  icaliy  to  revisu  tins  micieut 
system.  Some  remnants  of  the  old  Village  Pencliayats  are  even  now  nt 
existence  in  most  of  the  villages  in  south  Tnivtineorc,  and  l  can  person¬ 
ally  testify  to  the  immense  benefit ;  derived  from  such  Paneliayats  in  the 
Agastisvaram  taluk,  There 'are,  in  that,  labile,  village  organisation*,  for 
the  construction  and  maintenance  of  temple*,  primary  schools  called  «nr- 
■pallikhida-'Mi  and  village  halls,  known  ns  ad  #•*,  lanes  and  paths  for 
the  excavation  and  maintenance  of  wells  and  [minis,  fot  opening  and 
maintaining  burial  and  burning  grounds,  for  settling  petty  theft  ami# 
assault  cases,  etc.  The  expenses  required  for  carrying  mu  these  organisa¬ 
tions  are  met  by _ levying  what  is  known  as  wri  .‘-five  to  fifteen  fannm 
per  year  or  at  times  even  more  per  house  nr  per  earning  member; 
•maha  „ai~~»  certain  percentage  of  the.  article  of  manufacture  or  trade  or 
its  equivalent  money  value;  va ranUanuai-a  a  fixed  sum  of  money 
varying  from  three  to  seven  rupees  realised  from  a  mnu  of  another 
village  coming  to  marry  a  woman  of  the  local  village,  etc.  It  is,  there¬ 
fore,  encouraging  to  find  that  this  system  is  to  ]>e  renovated  and  improved 
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to  suit  tho  requirements  of  modern  civilisation.  The  political  aspira¬ 
tions  of  the  people  will  be  satisfied  to  a  groat  extent  and  the  State  will 
also  he  benefited.  The  object,  aimed  at  is  to  see  that  tho  full  measure  ot 
civic  liberty  and  political  training  is  given  to  every  citizen  so  that  he 
may  rise  to  the  full  height  of  his  stature  in  politics. 

No  doubt,  the  functions  which  those  Panchayats  should  ho  asked  to 
discharge,  tho  sources  of  income  which  they  should  got,  the  responsibili¬ 
ties  they  ought  to  shoulder,  the.  privileges  to  which  they  are.  legitimately 
entitled,  the  local  areas  to  which  the  regulation  must  be  made  appli¬ 
cable,  ail  these  arc  important  questions  which  the  House  may  safely  leave 
to  the  Select  Committee.  I  am  sure,  when  klm  Hill  receives  the  usual 
correction  at  the  bauds  of  the  Select.  Committee,  there  will  be  tm  cause 
for  dissatisfaction  at  its  enactment  and  application  to  certain  selected 
villages  in  our  State.  The  task  for  the  Select  Committee  is  indeed 
onerous;  for,  it  demands  intimate  knowledge  of  local  affairs  and  circum¬ 
stances;  but  I’  fully  hope.  the.  learned  Law  Member  and  the  other 
in  embers  of  the.  Select  Committee  will  spare  no  pains  in  seeing  that 
this  Bill  becomes  latv  in  the  near  future. 

M«.  TAIUATP  KldNd  ITOMM  AN  :  «md>  &>•> 

sttilgjleDci&o  vji'Mtfnmu ;iowio§  a*>o8Jl<fla:uD.  o^anorcmnoi,  ggsa  «cr.> 

ssBOotes  (tyaic/on-v,  nonpar), tMctJ’  &(Wu% 

cm  6icmosmu.  (mn.iBBifflCTWSggi.itnIair.  o^gjr  ©  >  ,!1j,acHioioao  (maaa^ojl 
ejw>sn§ct»oarr>  .  o,-j)cmo«s6  gouilo  s  sari)  mil®  koann  nvotr  njil.u  &!®6  .dual 
osrgjoo  ejcnmjoa  <m-ijQaic*®1A>a5a,m>o®&  oreSifflQM.scarsinoaB 

moo  £osmtO)(3.>,TO]  .o'llcu  o.j)o.icnin..i,0cii9,sl  G.oirfi<s>ffrr«>eci»o  i^o^oad 
cOfiiOdSliol^oaij  no!  oj.ororVnd^j,  awoaf»  gQ6B3©no  sura  o51(tgysiuo .  isnuo 
c»>fflcotffifflgljg®'«nemaacno  QjSio  n.-scdil<o6  Qja^odrlojcmoxrl 
crysojoci^  goal)  >rs  Qjoqjc9,ety5n33ooil.  oq, cm  <o&  .josserena^ag,  &eno 
eojsmffladngj  srao.vi  oJOVOToiligs®  @'J. 

Mm  U,  P  All  AMI£ S V ARAN  J'lLLAI  (Net/iintlhticam) ;  Hear. 

hear. 

Mm  TAltlATU  KUNJ1TOMMAN.  [MtralhtjmsIuiY. 
asniofujo  af)«gygj  uusnuibiu,^  taoismor'enrem’  a  uyirounlsjasico".  (Broun 
gQ(tniaiCDca«)OOj  ajloooeiA.om>  ®>©®io>l®i  ®icrj«a0ei03  atflaeawra  mey, 
cmmrleo  &(V)cO>rm  ere®  ruakcrnloQji.  oil®  iffllsyocrri'  (cy«ocTu@co)i;o6 
(syo^OQjl^ggwaj)”.  larnsaa r.mcoiaa  cyjojevuOt&Oo  ggrorlcoi  «oisna 
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This  Uhv.  Fit.  KUiUAKOHK  VKTTlKlvAl’A.hhl  Cl  ii.-lnim.lni 
cum  Junuiafii/H)  :  The  Village  I’nncluiyut,  i«m  provides  feu- 

local  self-governmoul  in  the  rutnl  amts  of  the  .Stale.  Kvory  1  lia,i 
is  taken  to  give  the  people  a  shave  in  t  he.  Government  hn*a  to  he  welcomed. 
The  age  is  democratic  and  the  idea  has  caught  on  in  the  present  genera¬ 
tion . and  rightly  loo™  that  the  people  must,  have  adequate  representa¬ 

tion  in  the.  affairs  that  concern  their  weal  and  woe,  Am  objection  that 
maybe  raised  against  such  a  popular  measure  should  onh  he  eniisiilcred 
as  a  retrograde,  step. 

Nevertheless,  in  the  framing  of  the  provisions  of  the  Ihll  and 
in  their  practical  application,  we  have  to  take  account  of  the  experience 
of  the  working  of  similar  measures  both  in  the  State  and  outside 
it.  Sir,  it  cannot  hut  he  admitted  that  tlm  working  of  many  of  our 
municipalities  is  far  from  satisfactory,  so  much  so  Ilmt  iu  some  places 
people  have  been  petitioning  Government  for  their  abolition.  While  new 
taxes  on  till  and  sundry  have  been  imposed  which  the  people  could  hardly 
bear,  there  have  been  no  corresponding  benefits  conferred.  What  may  he 
the  reason  for  the  failure  of  such  self-government is  it  because  civic 
consciousness  has  not  been  suQiciontly  awakened  in  the,  people,  or  is  it 
because  they  do  not  want  to  shoulder  the  responsibility  ?  Probably  the 
answer  lies  between  the  two.  The  failure  of  municipal  government  in 
certain  places  is  also  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  introduction  of  such 
administration  without  ascertaining  the  fitness  and  willingness  of  the 
people  as  well  as  the  natural  conditions  of  the  place.  The  present  bill 
also  empowers  the.  Government  to  arbitrarily  declare  any  area  within  a 
taluk  to  bo  a  village  for  the  purposes  of  this  Kegulation.  If  ibis  method 
is  to  bo  adopted,  the  measure,  I  am  afraid,  will  share  the  late  of  some  of 
lb 0  areas  brought  under  municipal  administration.  Hence,  b>  ensure, 
success,  I  would  suggest  that  some  provisions  he  made  to  ascertain 
beforehand  the  mind  of  the  people  of  the  areas  proposed  to  bo  given 
Panchayats  and  to  give  them  the.  option  of  being  brought  under  U10 
operation  of  this  Kegulation, 

'  I  also  beg  to  support  Mr.  T.  K.  Vela  I’illai  in  saying  that  the  Kill 
might  turnout  to  be  a  fresh  source  of  trouble  and  communal  strife  in  the 
now  peaceful  villages.  This  is  the  experience  we  have  after  the  recent 
Legislative  Council  elections  as  well  as  some  municipal  elections. 
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[Mr.  N.  Padmauabka  Pillai.J 

Mb.  N.  PADMANABIIA  PiLLA!  >ir.  !  Imvo 

much  pleasure  to  support  the  principle  underlying  ihe  Hill.  I  am  glad 
that  the  Government  have  now  at  least  thought  ot  >'\i.  u  lm;-  : lu-  prin¬ 
ciple  of  local  self-government  to  villages  wlm-h  in  this  nmuti  y  an-  m. 
habited  by  a  very  good  percentage  of  its  population.  The  people  m  the 
villages  contribute  largely  to  the  liminces  ul  I  lie  Slate  and  n  <;imwi  be 
said  that  their  needs  and  conveniences  are  receiving  adopisb1  attention 
at  the  hands  of  the  Government.  In  an  agn.-ulturai  country  like  thi,,  it 
is  of  the.  highest  importance  that  the  villages  should  lie  unde  mo.e  ultiucf- 
ivo  and  healthy.  This  can  only  be  doue  Ip  establishing  loeid  eomiedH, 
with  local  stalls  of  officers  and  local  systems  of  I  as.ii  mu  io  winch  many 
other  local  arrangements  must  adapt. 

One  pleasant  feature  Unit  1  notice  m  the  lh!l  is  that  n  1 1  u  ■  to  n,i|. 
solidate  the  local  forces.  , -However  purled  may  lie  the  mUi  m  "I  rbe. 
tion  on  which  local  government  is  based,  however  admit, ihh  n  ,  legisla¬ 
tive,  executive  and  judicial  functions  may  he  separated,  it  will  fad  to 
attract  the  highest  capacity  or  to  perform  its  allotted  work  .successfully 
without  a  vigorous  concentration  of  local  bodies.  A  place  hardly  con¬ 
tains  within  itself  good  materials  for  more  than  one  Boanl>  It  is  morally 
certain  that,  if  there  be  but  one  body  in  each  rural  dist  rict  euiriuted 
with  all  the  powers  of  local  government .  men  of  education,  independence, 
and  leisure  would  he  far  more  disposed  to  serve  on  it  than  on  half  a 
dozen  Boards.  Tho  weakness  of  local  Government  sirenglln  u.-.  cen¬ 
tralisation  in  the  central  Govcmicnt.  Tho  evil  is  to  he  cured  not  by  a 
dispersion  but  rather  by  a  wholesome  consolidation  of  local  forces. 

This  is  not  the.  occasion  to  go  into  the  minute  dentils  of  tie  Ihll. 
I  agree  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  force  in  the  sevend  arguments  ad¬ 
vanced  by  Messrs.  G.  I'anunesvaran  I’illai  and  T.  K.  Vein  I'dlni  against 
certain  of  the  provisions  in  the  Bill.  Tin- Bill  in  certainly  capable  of 
much  improvement.  But  the  defects  contained  in  it  should  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  its  introduction. 

The  broad  line  which  should  divide  the  sphere  of  local  from  centra! 
Government  should  be  clearly  drawn  up.  I  cannot  commend  the  large 
rule-making  powers  reserved  with  the  Government.  I  advocate  a  svstum 
where  local  bodies  would  be  more,  self-reliant  and  autonomous.  ’  The 
rule-making  power  is  likely  to  restrict  the  freedom  of  the  bodies  m 
spite  of  the  liberal  provisions  in  the  Bill.  I  wish  the  mover  would  cut 
down  the  rule-making  powors  in  the*  interests  of  promoting  u  limro  de¬ 
mocratic  spirit  in  local  administration. 

The  provisions  in  tire  Bill  regarding  taxation  have  occasioned  much 
comment  at  tho  hands  of  several  of  the  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  As  far  as  I  know,  local  bodies  are  doing  good  work,  but  their 
administration  is  made  unpopular  because  of  the  tailing  power  they  jios- 
sess.'  People  generally  believe  that  the  creation  of  local  bodies  is  a  dodge, 
adopted  by  the  Government  with  a  view  to  tax'them  uunccessnril  v  through 
these  bodies.  I  will  not  say  that  tho  intention  of  Government  is  so  bad 
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as  that.  But  in  effect  it  comes  to  somewhere  near  it.  When  local  bodies 
are  created,  the  Government  do  not  appear  to  be  willing  to  part  with 
much  of  their  finance.  So,  the  local  bodies  are  compelled  to  exercise 
their  powers  of  taxation  to  an  undesirable  extent.  The  local  bodies  should 
have  guaranteed  to  them,  a  definite  share  of  the  revenue  derived  from 
their  respective  places  by  the  Government.  A  provision  to  that  effect  in 
the  Bill  itself  is  absolutely  necessary. 

The  working  elassos  are  the' most  directly  interested  in  local  gov¬ 
ernment,  and  above  all,  in  the 'sanitary  regulations  upon  which  their  health, 
and  domestic  comfort  so  vitally  depend.  They  should  not  ho  disabled 
for  want  of  a  rate-paying  qualification  from  voting. 

Educated  classes  appear  to  have  much  less  influence  over  local  than 
central  government.  By  virtue  of  their  education  there  are  stronger 
reasons  for  giving  them  an  advantage  by  means  of  plural  or  cumulative 
voting,  especially  as  their  active  participation  in  local  affairs  is  for  the 
common  good  of  all. 

With  those  remarks,  I  support  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  JOSKITi  PA'N.riKAlvAN  Mliertnlha) :  Sir,  it  is  true  that,  in 
more  than  six  sessions  of  the  Sri  Mulam  .Popular  Assembly,  representa¬ 
tions  have  been  made  that  the  rural  population  should  be  given  greater 
opportunities  of  sharing  the  administration  of  local  affairs,  I  am 
afraid  that  the  Bill  before  the  Council,  which  is  said  to  have  emanated 
from  a  desire  of  the  Government  to  satisfy  that  demand,  does  not  satisfy 
it.  The  representations  were  concerned  with  the  existing  administra¬ 
tion  of  local  affairs.  That  is,  there,  may  bo  road-making  activities,  canal- 
making  activities,  and  irrigntional  and  other  activities  conducted  by  the 
Government.  What  this  regulation  is  intended  to  achieve  is  not  to 
allow  people  to  take  paid,  in  such  affairs,  but  to  create  a  sort  of  petty 
government  and  then  entrust  the  same  to  the  people  under  the  rigid 
control  of  the  State.  That  wn»  not  what  the  people  wanted.  They 
wanted  a  hand  ora  share  in  th oesixHng  administration. 

PRESIDENT :  The  Bill  does  not  prohibit  it.  It  contemplates 
that  too. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PAN, TIK, ARAN  (S'-urMla;) :  1  think  the  Bill  does 

not  contemplate  it.  On  the  other  hand,  tlm  proviso  to  section  17  is,  in 
my  opinion,  against  it.  It  says: 

“I’ruvWtil  that  nothing  in  this  n.vtiun  :di«lt  ho  doomed  tn  impoao  »uy  duty  of  oonfor 
any  power  in  so  far  it)  it  i«  under  tho  direct  administrativi-  omitrnl  of  »tiy  departmout  of 
our  Clnverimvmt." 

PRESIDENT :  That  control  could  he  relaxed  or  removed  by 
Government. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PAN.TIKARAN  (Sknrtallai) :  Of  course,  that  can 
be  removed.  But  1  am  discussing  the  Bill  as  it  is  presented,  and  not  the 
Bill  as  it  might  bo  after  it  has  emerged  from  the  Select  Committee. 

PRESIDENT:  It  does  not  disallow  Government  to  delegate 
their  powers  to  the  Panchayats, 


40 


TTUVANCOTO3  LEfllSMTfVR  I'iUTXfTT,. 


f'iOTK  Ori'W:n  19213, 


[Mr.  Joseph  Panjikamv] 

Mn.  .TOsPPH  PANJIKABAN  vihrrin’hii) :  No,  ii  dues  not.  To 
me  it  appears  that.  an  it  stands,  the  Panehnyat  will  not  be  allowed  to. 
take  any  part  in  the  administrative  funelionn  am!  aeiivlt.ws  carried  on 
by  Goveininent. 

PRESIDENT:  May  I  point  out  to  you  that  that  provision  ia 
intended  tnoro  for  avoiding  friction  and' dual  control  than  fonii-aitoumg 
the  Pundiayats  to  exercise  the  fuuetions  which  the  (i.n-erniiiunt  may 
deem  lit  to  deleg!)  to  to  them” 

Mr,,  JOKE  I'll  PANJ]  KABAN  i  ibY-.W-m) : '  My  bumble  opinion 
is  that,  as  it  is,  the  Hill  is  against  it-  1  think  it  goes  to  -how  that  the 
intention  of  the  Government  was  not  tn-ntisfv  the  ri'pjV'enmtt.HM  made 
in  the.  Assembly  but  io  cream  some  sort  of  dominion  governments.  a-  it 
were,  which  will  have  nothin;;  to  do  with  the  existing  administration, 
and  then  mm  mil  to  I  hen  the  management  of  the  IViehr.wus.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  representations  made  by  I  lie  member-  ,1  the  A-wmblv 
were  meant  to  advocate  the.  creation  of  such  selfmovcrnnmnt  or  domi¬ 
nion  government.  The  thing  is  that  when  the  people  .ir«-  n-king  for 
cheese,  the  Government  are  giving  thorn  chalk. 

Sir,  iu  spite  of  the  alleged  object  which  this  Regulation  is  aimed 
to  achieve,  that  is,  that  of  fostering  and  developing  seif-government, 
1  think,  1  lunsti  oppose  this  Hill.  Uf  course,  the  words  “  to  foster 
and  develop  self-government  "  are  eortninU  words  which  till  the  month 
and  tickle  the  imagination.  This  is  only  one  of  those  stock  phrases 
used  by  politicians  when  they  want  to  impose  taxes  and  burdens  upon 
the  people..  These,  and  suoh-lilte  phrases  are  intended  to  conceal  the 
intontion  rather  than  to  disclose;  it. 

It  was  stated  by  the  mover  of  the  Bill  that  it  was  not  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  Government  to  impose  taxes  Imt  only  to  foster  and  develop 
self-government.  If  that  he  bo,  let  the  funds  of  tlm  Panehnyat  lie 
a  portion  of  the  land  revenue  collected  by  the  Government  from  each 
village.  Then  I  would  consider  this  alleged  desire  of  the  Government 
to  foster  and  develop  self-government  lo  he  gougjnc.  But  if  the  Govern¬ 
ment  are  not  willing  to  surrender  a  portion  of  the  laud  revenue  collected, 
can  it  be  said  that  the  intention  of  the  Government  is  to  foster  and 
develop  Klef-government  V 

PRESIDENT  :  You  put  that  question  to  Mr,  Kubbii  Ai  vur  and  be 
has  answered  it. 

Mu.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  tfhertullai) :  He  said  that  if  tho 
people  collect  some  money  the  Government  may  give  an  equal  share. 

PRESIDENT :  Not  may.  But  the  Government  will  give  an 
equal  portion. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Skertallni) :  If  tlm  people  collect 
zero,  then  tho  Government  will  give  zero !  Sir,  to  my  mind, 
this  Regulation  is  intended  to  remove  tile  financial  burden  from 
the  shoulders  of  tlie  Government  and  to  shift  it  on  to  the 
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•  shoulders  of  the  people.  Sir,  it.  has  boon  pointed  out,  several  items 
in  this  Council  that  the  people  are  sufficiently  taxed  and  (hat  they 
cannot  hear  any  move  burden  of  that  kind.  It  might  be  said  that  the 
collection  made  under  the.  Regulation  will  not  go  to  the  general  coffers 
of  the  State  hut  that  it  would  he  utilised  for  -village  purposes  alone.  My 
submission  is  that,  whether  it  is  used  for  village,  purposes  or  goes  to 
swell  the  general  coffers,  it  is  taxation  and  it  is  that  to  which  we  have  to 
object.  Wliv  not  meet  the  local  needs  from  the  general  revenues 
collected  V 

The  next  objection  that  1  would  urge  against,  this  Hill  is  that,  in 
my  opinion,  it  does  not  satisfy  an  existing  noofl ;  it  seeks  to  create  a 
need  and  then  satisfv  it.  Such  regulations  should  be  introduced 
not  because  (hey  would  be  good  from  the  theoretical  point  of  view, 
but  only  if  there,  is  a  strong  demand  from  the  rural  population. 
When  there  is  a  sufficient  awakening  of  the  people  and  when  they 
demand  institutions  of  their  own,  it  would  be  time  to  give  such 
tilings.  Here,  it  is  a  ease  m  which  a  need  is  sought  to  be.  created  by 
a-  legislative  enactment  and  not  a-  ease  in  which  a.  need  which  lias  already 
arisen  is  song  nt  10  no  mci- 

The  third  objection  that  1  would  urge,  against;  the  Hill  is  (hat  1  am 
afraid  that,  whim  it  becomes  law,  it  will  ho  making  the  Government  less 
responsible  to  the  people  than  it  is  at  present.  Of  course,  at  presont,, 
though  without,  much  success,  we  can  apply  to  the  Government  fur  the 
construction  of  roads  and  their  maintenance  and  for  other  purposes.  But 
when  once  Bill  this  becomes  law,  the  Government  will  tell  those  appli¬ 
cants  that,  the  imperial  Government  cannot  concern  themselves  with 
such  minor  Inca  I  affairs  as  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  the 
roads.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  has  been  kind  enough  to  say  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  do  not  intend  to  divest  themselves  of  tills  responsibility.  Hub  when 
once  a  responsible  hotly  can  be  pointed  to,  1  am  sure  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  will  back  .out  and  the  villages  will  be  (sailed  upon  to  look  for 
themselves. 

Then  again,  i  ho  next  objection  is  about  the  kind  of  judicial  functions 
that  are  to  be  vested  in  these  I’ancliayats.  Elaborate  observations  have 
been  made  on  the  evils  of  such  courts  by  Mr.  T.  1v.  Vein  Pillai  and  I 
do  not  mean  to  Lake  up  the  l  ime  of  the  Council  any  more  by  reiterat¬ 
ing  those  observations. 

I  oppose,  the  Bill  in  spile  of  the  fact  Unit  it  is  put,  forward  on  the 
pretext  that  it  is  intended  to  foster  and  develop  Hoeal  self-government. 

Mr.  J .  dOITN  NfDIUY  iCftanyanutihcrimini  Mina-'Jdln  Bir,  I  have 
carefully  gone  through  the  Bill.  I  have  also  carefully  listened  to  the. 
speeches  made  by  the  learned  Law  Member  as  well  as  the  other  members 
of  this  Council.  f  must  say  (hat  my  position  this  evening  before  the 
Council  is  one  of  considerable  difficulty.  As  a  member  of  the  public, 
1  am  tempted  to  welcome  1  lie  measure  generally  ;  but  as  a  representative 
of  the  poor  i, ax-|«yer,  T  am  equally  tempted  to  oppose  some  of  the 
.  most  important  principles  and  chapters  of  the  Bill.  Sir,  it  is  in  such  a 
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spirit,  that,  i  approach-'  IheViibjcei  :  mid  m  done.  -•  l  m.i'.  .it  "lice  say 

that  I  have  to  oppose  two  of  the  moM  uoporlani-  rlmj'tvi  *  iM  the  Jiill. 

T  mean  the  chapter  which  relates  t*»  judicial  Imu'i and  that  which 
relates  to  taxation.  No  doubt.  a.  ii-ii  tl.  tin-  l-.unrd  I.uw  Mmnlier 
has  taken  his  stand  on  the  reprewntatiom  nude  <»\  in--  tuciuN'i.-.  of  Urn 
Sri  Mnlain  Popular  Assembly  ami  lie  Ini'  al--  parti-  nl.tilv  nan  m.l  some 
of  our  friouds  here  who  IniVi*  made  )n'o|Htsil'  in  Cm  matin  in  that 
assembly.  Hut  with  all  I Imt.  Hum-  mv  own  doubts  ,r.  to  windier  it 
was  this  surf,  of  a  hill  that  was  urged  In  them  U-f-r.  that  a  ••cmhly,  «s 
has  linen  observed  by  smite  of  tlm  previous  sp-Am  ■■  M>  »•« n  nleu  i* 
that  we  want  an  uhugelhcr  dilforeii!  lull.  Again,  it  i-  alnu-si  .-oneedad 
on  the.  part  of  the  (loveriuue.nl  that  the  tax  payer  ha*  atre.nl>  lawn  taxed 
to  the  breaking  point.  Anymore  taxation  wotil,  I  be  really  -ml -curable. 
Still,  we  may  all  like  In  have  a  I'uuehav.it  m  oui  village.  Tin  n  \%jurt 
is  the  solution  for  it  The  only  soluiiuii  1  e,mM  is  f  ■  ■  have  » 

Bill  on  a  different  fooling,  that  is  io  s.i\ .  a  Panehuyut  Bill  which  » 
devoid  of  any  intention  to  assign  any  judicial  Inneiinits  at  pic  wnt  to  the 
Panehavat  and  also  u  ranehayat  without  am  j«nv<  i  „  »f  taxation.  Of 
course,  it  has  been  pointed  mil  that,  mile"  the  I’aiu'lutyal  n.  invented  with 
the  right  of  collecting  taxes  and  the  duty  of  paring  tux-s,  tin  iiiembcrs 
may  not,  or  the  l’aneliayat  itself  may  not,  bo  able  to  feel  thou  |t.>Mii<>n  of 
responsibility.  But  wind  I  submit  is  that  we  need  not  begin  with  such 
a  responsible  body  at  present.  AYe  may  content  ourselves  with  a 
rather  humbler  beginning  aud  after  watching  the  roues'  of  the  eonduct 
or  the  working  of  Mich  a  l’anehayat,  we  may  proceed  t*>  give  the  jiower 
of  taxation  and  the  duly  of  discharging  judicial  functions  later  an. 
The  history  of  the  Panelmyitl  Courts  and  the  Bench  Magistrates' 
Courts  which  we  have  constituted  in  the  towns  would  show  that  they  are 
not  giving  us  satisfaction.  If  that  be  the  case.  I  doubt  whether  the 
Village.  Panehayats  would  be.uble  to  show  better  results. 

Another  point  which  l  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  this 
Council  in  this  connection  is,  as  lifts.  Ix'eii  observed  by  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu 
filial,  that  we  do  not  have  a  real  village  system  in  this  laud  ;  and  to 
make  provision  for  cleaning  up  streets  mid  other  thing:.  UiU  absurd  mi 
the  face  of  it.  I  do  not  know  wlietbei;  we  have  sueb  streets  in  any 
wllngo  except  at. Sheneottah  ami  one  or  two  other  place..  Most  ol  mi’r 
villages  have  no  streets  at  nil;  and  some,  of  the  provisions  which  we  find  : 
embodied  in  this  bill  are.  altogether  uusuited  to  the  >e-|imetth'tita  of 
our  villages.  By  villages,  I  mean  the  revenue  villages.  Then  again, 
the  question  may  be  asked  whether,  if  a  I'anelmyat  is  constituted, 
there  should  not  be  a  fund  for  its  working.  My ‘siibnnsMoii  in  this ' 
connection  is  this  ;  either  the  whole  or  at  least  the  major  'portion  of  the 
laud  revenue  collected  from  each  village,  mav  lie  set  iiimrt  for  the  ex¬ 
penses  or  the  demands  of  the  Panehayats  of  each  village.  If  the  Govern- 
mentor  the  authorities  consider  that  the  land  tux  is  t»»>  imporlunior  too. 
sac  red  n  thing  lobe  sol  apart  for  1  he  use, >f  the  I'anehityals,  I  tony  suggest; 
another  aud  better  course.  It  has  been  universally"  admitted  that  th«. 
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income  derived  from  abkari  should  not  go  to  the.  general  treasury 
as  the  income  derived  from  the  source  of  drink  is  not  a  desirable  one, 
The  policy  of  Government  and  the  opinion  of  the  representatives  as 
evidenced  in  this  Council  have  all  along  been  that  we  should  have  very 
little  to  do  with  it.  If  that  lie  the  ease,  I  would  submit  in  this  connec¬ 
tion  that  the  revenue  derived  from  the  abkari  in  each  village  be  set  apart 
for  the  village  purposes  or  at  least,  say,  a  half  of  t  hat  revenue.  So  that,  in 
course  of  time,  when  the  abkari  revenue,  which  is  bound  to  go  down  year 
after  year,  disappears,  it  may  he  supplanted  by  further  taxation  later  on 
when  the  Pancliayats  grow  ami  feel  their  importance  and  usefulness, 

My  friend,  the,  learned  Law  Member,  suggested,  in  the  course  of  his 
interesting  address,  that  there  is  a  long-standing  complaint  from  my 
friend  Mr.  Kunjitoinman  and  other  friends  who  hail  from  north  Travan- 
core  that  a  due  distribution  of  public  fnnds  is  not  made  in  tire  northern 
taluks,  Mr.  Subha  Aiyar's  solution,  however,  seems  to  lie  rather  peculiar. 
He  has  suggested  that,  by  introducing  these  village  Pancliayats  and  by 
imposing  taxes  on  the  villages  in  north  l’ravancore  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  Tnivaneore,  their  grievances  will  disappear.  When  I  heard  that 
portion  of  his  interesting  speech,  it,  reminded  me  of  some  of  the 
despotic  Kanniai'iais  of  our  Malabar  fanrinh.  They  say  to  the  junior 
members  who  make  representations  about  their  wants:  “you  may  boast  of 
living  a  member  of  this  or  that  big  tanoud ;  but  if  you  want  to  have  a 
decent  living,  if  you  want  to  provide  for  your  wife  and  children,  you 
must  make  your  own  self-acquisition  ;  for  the  tarmui  fund  cannot 
be  used  for  that."  The  learned  Law  Member's  reference  is  some¬ 
thing  like  that.  This  sort  of  solution  will  not  satisfy,  north  Travan- 
oore  at  all.  We  want  a  better  treatment.  We  want  some  portion, 
or  rather  the  major  portion  of  tanrad  funds.  That  is  what  lias  been 
contended  for.  This  sort  of  old  archaic  treatment  meted  out  by  despotic. 
Icaranuean s  is  not  what  we  want.  It  may  be  also  observed  that  the  tax¬ 
payers  in  my  constituency  are  generally  very  much  opposed  to  any  further 
taxation.  Even  if  they  do  not  get  village  Pancliayats  or  similar 
administrative  privileges  they  do  not  care  much,  provided  that  they 
are  left  alone,  because  people  have  begun  to  feel  the  burden  of  taxation 
to  such  au  extent  that  anything  bv  way  of  taxation  is  a  position  which 
they  cannot  conceive.  They  have,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  begun  bitterly 
to  complain  about  the  troublesome  and  burdensome  nature  of  the 
present-day  administration.  The  Bucccssion  Certificate  Regulation, 
the  Court  Fees  Regulation,  the  Income-tax  Regulation,  the  Canals 
Regulation,  the  Tolls  Recovery  Regulation  and  a  lot  of  others  are  really 
giving  them  an  immense  amount  of  worry  and  trouble,  and  very  often 
they  ask  whether  things  are  going  back  to  the  old  days — the  pre-Mafthava 
Row  period.  That  statesman  had  to  abolish  about  ICO  oppressive 
taxes.  To  say  that  we  are.  pursuing  a  direction  loading  to  that 
backward  period  is  really  a  deplorable  thing.  Ko  I  strongly  protest  about 
the  taxation  provisions  in  (he  Bill.  With  these  observations,  I  resume 
my  seat. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MAPI  JAVA  VARIAlt  {Chcigmmtr  cum  Pattanam- 
titta ) ;  I  am  glad  that  Government  have  boldly  introduced  this  Bill 
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in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  popular  representative*!  with  ■'  '  »'W  to 
foster  and  develop  local  self-government  ^in  rtmil  I  hrn*  ran 

really  be  no  two  opinions  in  this  country  with  tv^anl  uw  itu}H>rtnnr«' 
of  the  part  to  be  playetl  by  local  ^eli’-^overniuriit  and  b\  tin  t'ordia! 
association  of  citizens  with  the  work  of  administration,  it  only  in 
this  sphere  that  administrative  experience  ran  bo  n-'thfioil  and  civic 
ideals  can  be  implanted  in  the  masses  at.  large.  In  western  o..nnni^1 
self-governing  institutions  are  planted  deep  in  tin*  con-vi.  m-iir. .  oi  i  In* 
people  and  the  fabric  of  nationhood  has  been  solidly  built  on  tlnm. 
Though  the  educated  people  in  t h in  Stall*  are  also  imbued  with  (In*  ideal 
’  of  nationhood,  tho  immemorial  customs  and  the  interplay  "f  sectarian  and 
religious  activities  and  the  upalheUe  attitude  id  the  musses  towards 
questions  afleeting  tin*  welfare  of  the  whole  ul  iln*  body  p,.liin-  have 
tended  to  warp  their  ideals  and  to  create  a  conflict  of  lemli-nei,-.  and 
aspirations.  There  is  ample  evidonee  in  history  that  vdlngr  citiuminii  • 
ties  existed  in  this  country  us  so  many  little  republics  wlu<h  earned  <.n  . 
their  even  tenor  of  life  undisturbed  by  out-utile  intluem*.  Thru  nleulii 

were  entirely  different  from  the  ideals  which  we  now  pic«wrii  i-.  the 

public  and  those  ideals  helped  the  inihmti  iuus  ryot-  to  h\e  m  p.-a.-,-  m n.  1 
plenty.  With  the  inauguration  of  a  mm  system  monumental 
machinery,  with  the  influx  of  new  ideas  and  with  the  intri«hieti..n  of 
ryotwari  system,  began  the-  decline  of  the  old  village  eomiiiuiiities.  Tin- 
old  ideals  have  entirely  left  us  and  the  new  ideals  1mv«*  md  pne- dated 
down  to  the  masses  so  as  to  familiarise  them  with  institution-  that 
have  become,  as  it  wore,  foreign  to  their  genitii. 

Though  1  am  in  agreement  with  tho  general  principle-,  under¬ 
lying  the  Bill  and  though  I  am  firmly  of  opinum  that  tin-  introduction 
of  •village  Panehayals  will  arouse  the  civic  consciousness  of  tin-  [.cop!,-. 

I  feel  that  the  constitution  of  tho  Panchayats  in  the  present  f.,rm  min 
not  be  quite  acceptable  to  tho  generality  of  the  villager*,  as  tin-v  me 
foreign  to  their  notions  and  traditions.  1  am  not  Mingume  that  the 
Panchayats  instituted  under  this  Bill  will  evince  their  usefulness  in  the 
cultivation  of  a  better  sense  of  civic  responsibility  and  in  the  better 
admiuistratio'ri  of  local  affairs,  A  passage  in  Mr.  Knshhrook  William  '« 
India  in  1920  shattered  my  high  hopes  in  village  Panchayats  and  made 
me  yearn  for  a  better  system  of  village  organisation  suited  t*>  the 
temperament  and  habits  of  our  rural  population  He  *ay«  that 

•'tlm  existing ..institution*  of  local  tMsl£.gov«niarmt  urn  tu  a  auiiidcrnU*  a..{r«..  *!,«, 
from  tilio  spirit  of  tho  people  and  although  they  are  utrlking  their  fouls  year  |.v  v.«» 
it  is  unfair  to  expect  very  rapid  progress. "  '  *  ' 

The  working  of  Town  Improvement  Committees  and  Municipali¬ 
ties.  here  has  not  created  confidence  in  tho  people.  Even  now  there 
is  a  cry  in  certain  localities  that  the  people  are  not  in  need  of  munici¬ 
pal  administration  and  that  they  are  sick  of  the  comforts  gratuitously 
imposed  upon  them  by  an  officious  Government.  I  feel  that  tin*  Kegni- 
ation  and  the  Rales  which  will  be  framed  thereunder  might  to  be  shaped 


in  such  a  way  as  to  {five  absolute  discretion  to  the  villagers  to  (eel  their 
necessities  and  to  find  solutions  for  thorn. 

Though  I  am  supporting  the  whole  Bill  with  a  fooling  of  hesitation, 

I  am  certainly  of  opinion  that  a  bold  experiment  is  to  he  made  in  the 
development  of  local  self-government  with  ample  facilities  for  congenial 
changes  and  happy  adjustment.  By  the  new  experiment,  we  may  be 
able  to  evolve  a  different  type  of  village  organisation  reflecting  the 
changes  and  revolutions  in  irteuls  as  to  self-governing  republican  units 
in  our  polity.  I  urn  encouraged  to  support  Ibis  experiment  by  the  example 
of  Village  Panchayats  in  Barodn.  In  Bnrnda,  the  Village  Pnnchayat 
was  organised  in  l'.)02,  and-for  a  decade  it  was  only  an  experiment  with  - 
disappointing  results.  In  the  beginning,  every  village  with  a  population 
of  1,000  or  more  was  to  have  a  Pnnehavut  of  its  own.  When  the 
population  was  less,  villages  were  grouped  together  under  a  common 
Panchayat.  The  members  of  the  Panchayat  were  to  be  not  less  than 
five,  nor  more  than  nine  in  number — one-half  of  them  to  be  appointed  by 
District  ol'lieers  and  the  other  half  by  Hie  cultivators  themselves.  The 
*  1‘tild  was  to  lie  I  he  president,  of  the  Panchayat  and  the  accountant  and 
the  school-master,  the  cr-ojf/irni  members.  The  supervision  of  village 
roads,  wells,  tanks,  schools,  ilhtiriiuixuhis,  Da'itsthiinanis,  model  farms 
and  of  all  Government  common  properly  was  lo  vest  in  the  Panchayats. 
They  were  to  help  the  officers  in  the  work  of  medical  relief,  and  of 
famine  relict  in  times  of  emergency,  and  to  co-operate  with  village  luunsifl’s 
in  settling  civil  disputes  and  with  sub-registrars  in  their  official  work. 
They  were  to  see  that  the  boundary  marks  in  the  fields  were  kopt  in 
order  and  the  village,  cattle  pounds  were  properly  managed.  The  powers 
of  the  Village  Panchayats  were,  eonsiderably  increased  sineo  then  and 
now  it  is  reported  that  ilm  experiment  in  Barodn  lias  proved  a  great 
success. 

We  have  learnt  a  good  deal  from  the  failures  of  early  Village  Pan¬ 
chayats  in  Pnroda  and  British  India  and  have,  devised  a  more  liberal 
and  representative  system  to  start  with  as  adumbrated  in  the  Bill.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  we  have  to  see  that,  the  working  of  the  provisions  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Bill  does  not  entail  any  uneasiness  or  hardship  on  the 
simple  villagers  who  arc  not  familiar  with  occidental  methods  of. 
nation-building.  The  sponsor  of  the  Bill  assigns  very  many  powers  to 
the  Panchayat*  under  sections  1<5  and  17  m  improve  the  material,., 
moral  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  village.  There  are  sevoral  villages 
where  all  the  obligatory  duties  mentioned  in  .section  lfi  will  be  super¬ 
fluous  and  distasteful.  If  each  village  is  allowed  initiative  to  suggest, 
changes,  reforms  and  necessities  and  if  each  Panchayat  -  is  allowed  'jo 
follow  the  wishes  of  the  majority  in  the  perfornxance  of  obligatory 
duties,  the  Regulation  can  btr  worked  without,  causing  anxiety  amtthg 
the  people.  Bor  example,  clause  8  of  section  Hi  lays  down  thatthjs 
enforcement  of  vaccination  is  an  obligatory  duty  of  a  village  Panchayat. 
With  due  deference  to  allopathic  luminaries,  it  cannot  but  be  said  that, 
there  are  very  many  persons  .who  arc  conscientiously  aud  seriously 
against  the  introduction  of  poisonous  vaccine  into  their  healthy-,  bodfafi.. 
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It  is  nothing  but  unmitigalod  tyranny  to  eiiloive  vaccinatum  m  the  case 
of  persons  who  abhor  it. 

Section  47  empowers  the  Panehayat  to  levy  a  res-,  i-n  land  within 
the  village  at  such  rates  as  may  be  proserilted  by  the  Cownunent. 
There  is  a  genuine  feeling  in  the  country  that  the  people  are  iili  emiv 
oppressed  with  too  many  taxes.  They  will  he  prepared  to  forgo  any 
nomfort  or  luxury  in  dread  of  additional  taxation.  Village  PnnelmyatH 
cannot  but  bo  a  failure  if  the  sympathies  of  the  people  are  alienated  by 
imposition  of  fresh  taxation,  such  as  land  cess,  by  eivie  enthusiasts  I 
know  the  people  arc  against  any  additional  taxation.  It  will  be  Mte-r 
to  have  a  provision  in  tho  Bill  that  in  tlm  mutter  of  initiatin’;  reforms 
costing  a  huge  amount  or  entailing  heavy  responsibility  or  in  the 
matter  of  levying  cesses  and  rates,  a  referendum  of  the  voters  may  bo 
taken  so  that  the  villagers  may  not  feel  the  oppressiveness  of  taxation. 
Spoon-feeding  of  villagers  hv  the- councillors  will  always  U-  disliked. 
Introduction  of  the  principles  of  referendum  and  initiative  in  our 
village  councils  will  go  a  great  deal  in  educating  the  masses  mi  demo- 
cratic  lines.  Until  the  villagers  are  able  to  realise  their  wants,  the 
Government  must  be  prepared  to  contribute  liberally  to  village  funds 
and  to  make  Village  Panekayats  responsible  to  the  people. 

The  exercise  of  judicial  functions  hv  the  Pum-hayats  is  1  sound  to 
enhance  the  sense  of  justice  and  fairptay  among  the  villagers.  But  to  give 
them  unrestricted  powers  without  appeal,  or  permit  them  to  deal  with 
matters  involving  questions  of  law  in  the  very  beginning  of  their  existence 
is  neither  wise  nor  expedient.  I  am  of  opinion  that  Government  should 
be  very  cautious  in  investing  Village  Panchavats  with  judicial 
functions.  With  respect  to  the  control  to  lie  exercised  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  over  the  Panchavats,  I  have  to  utter  a  word  of  warning.  The 
Government  should  reserve  only  those  powers  which  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  constitution,  preservation  and  continuation  of  these 
corporate  bodies  and  for  purposes  of  arbitration  and  adjustment  in  cases 
of  disputes  and  differences.  If  Village  Panchayats  are  shackled  by  rigo¬ 
rous  Government  control,  they  will  not.  progress  rapidly  and  effectively 
and  will  not  display  a  keen  sense  of  responsibility  and  coi-jxirate  acti¬ 
vity.  The  interference  of  the  ltogistrar  coupled  with  the  advice  which 
he  gives  to  the  local  bodies  may  often  completely  deprive  the  Pnnolmvats 
of  all  initiative  and  creative  tendencies.  Mr,  Bush  brook  Williams 
remarks  thus  in  his  India  in  1990. 

Moreover,  for  tho  Inst  26  years,  Ute  solf-goveming  inutitutioim  have  W-n  ot¬ 
tered  very  largely  l.y  n highly  competent  off  join!  tgenoy  tide  mid  willing  i»  rrltrr,.  tJ,,, 
non-official  members  of  fluoh  email  responsibilities  as  ware  actually  allot  led  t»  theta.  In 
consequence,  the  institutions  of  local  self-go vorumont  iu  India  have  in  large  measure 
failed  to  enlist  tho  services  of  that  ola»B  of  public-spirited  men  conscious  of  their  ability 
to  wield  power  when  it  is  entrusted  to  them,  upon  which  the  system  depends  «.  largely 
for  its  suooess’-. 

In  Mysore,  the  local  boards  and  municipalities  were  developed  in 
1010  and  it  is  found  now  that  the  reconstituted  bodies,  have  not  shown 
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BuHiciciife  vitality  for  want,  of  guidance  ami  for  other  reasons,  fcio  a 
senior  officer  of  the  State  is  deputed  to  tabulate  and  bring  to  .the  notice 
of  the  Government  all  the  deficiencies  in  the’administration  of  the  local 
bodies  and  to  propose  remedies  necessary  for  the  reorganisation  of  the 
scheme.  In  the  place  of  a  Registrar  to  advise  and  control  the  local  boards 
I  suggest  that  a  Board  of  Local  Self-government  on  the  lines  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  England  may  be  appointed  to  supervise  the  working 
of  these  institutions.  The  Sanitary  Commissioner  assisted  by  a  standing 
committee  of  this  Council  or  of  the  representatives  of  the  various  ran- 
chnyats  will  be.  able  to  guide  the,  Panchayats  properly  and  to  co-ordinate 
their  work.  A  mere  executive  officer  like  theZRegistrarSof  Joint  Stock 
Companies  or  the  Register  of  Co-operative.  Societies  cannot  adequately 
infuse  enthusiasm  into  these  local  bodies  with  enthusiasm  or  formulate 
broad  policies  m  the  administration  of  local  affairs. 

We  cannot  at  present  forecast  the  success  or  failure  of  this  measute, 
unless  we  have  an  inkling  of  the  .rules  which  maybe  passed  hereunder 
for  the  ellioient  working  of  the  Regulation.  It  will  be  really  useful  to 
draft  the  rules  under  various  sections  and  to  leave  the  Bill  and  the  rules 
together  for  the  consideration  of  the  Select  Committee,  Very  often  the 
high  principles  enunciated  in  the  Regulation  are  whittled  down  by 
i, he  rules  which  the  Government  are  authorised  to  make.  As  it.is  a 
very  important  measure  which  requires  the  earnest  consideration  of  this 
I  rouse,  I  request  the  Government  to  afford  the  Council  an  opportunity 
to  discuss  the  important  rules  which  they  propose  to  frame  in  reference 
to  this  Bill. 

With  these  few  observations  and  with  the  full  belief  that  these 
points  will  be  considered  by  the  Select  Coiumitteo,  1  support  the  Bill, 


The  Council  rose  for  lunch  at  2-17  p.  m.  and  re-assembled  at 
3-15  r.  M. 

Rao  BAiunrn  K.  A.  KRISHNA  All' AN  CAR  (Nominated)  (De¬ 
puty  President)  :  Sir,  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the 
motion  for  the  Hill  being  read  in  Council.  It  appears  to  me  that,  if  this 
measure  is  placed  on  the.  statute  book,  the  present  Council  might  foe) 
very  proud  of  its  achievement,  even  if  it  has  not  got  anything  else  to  its 
credit.  The  potentialities  for  good  underlying  this  measure  arc  not 
•luffieioiitly  realised.  The  bulk  of  the  people  in  Travancoro  live  outside 
the  municipal  areas  and  any  statutory  measure  intended  to  udvanee  the 
interests  of  the  population  in  general  in  the  mutter  of  sanitation,  educa¬ 
tion  and  communication,  ought  to  command  the  whole-hearted  approval 
of  this  House.  It  lifts  boon  said  that,  owing  to  the  existence  of  com¬ 
munal  jealousies  and  misunderstanding,  the  work  of  these  Village 
Bauch ayat  institutions  is  not  likely  to  bo  very  satisfactory.  I  ask.  Sir, 
do  not  our  friends  in  this  Council,  the  elected  representatives  of  the 
people,  owe  a  duty  to  their  electorate  iu  educating  them,  in  helping 
them  to  realise  that  the  interests  of  the  country  on  the  whole  should  be 
paramount  over  considerations  of  caste,  creed  or  religion  ?..•  The  ijhprove.- 
meal  of  civic  consciousness  on  the  part  of  the  rural  population  Will 
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certainly  help  the  olocumiU'  in  tho  coming  elect  inns  t»  elm  >w  heiwceti 
' possible’ candidates  for  election  to  the  hogislativo  f'nuned  and  return  re¬ 
presentatives  who,  llioy  believe,  will  host  repji'sciu  their  reel  interest., 
in  the  Council.  That'  is  one  aspect  in  which  the  question  hn  •  to  be 
viewed.  Apart  froin  the  solid  nuiterin I  henelii.s  flail  the  villager,  will 
derive  from  the  passing  of  this  I  till,  the  educative  Milne  of  this  piece  ..I 
legislation  is  considerable.  m  nil  have  no  douht  that,  alter  tin  mritsmr 
is  worked,  for  .some  years,  we  shall  In*  in  a  position  to  ivaliae  the  lull 
significance  underlying'  the  jueiisnie  that  is  now  heforrthr  How-e 

I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  ’Subhit  Anar  himself  pretends  that  the 
measure  is  absolutely  a  perfect  one,  and  I  do  not  tliinh  mvsclf  that  ilinv 
is  no  scope  for  considerable  improvement  in  the  Mill  itself.  I  have  m, 
doubt  that  the  different,  points  suggested  will  receive  due  eon  ud,  i.ition 
at  the  hands  of  the  Select  (loimuittec. 

It  appears  to  me,  Sir,  that,  for  tiic  success  ul  the  measure,  l  wo 

conditions  arc  cssohtial . one,  a  sound  financial  position  am!  the  second, 

absolute,  autonomy.  As  regards  financial  conditions,  1  cannot,  appreciate 
people  who  say  :  “Met.  Government  give  ns  a  portion  of  the  general  re- 
venues  and  vve  will  run  it”.  IVople  who  want  to  imjirosa  local  con¬ 
ditions  will  and  should  certainly  lie  prepared  to  (ax  themselves  wiiliiu 
certain  limits.  At  the  same  time,  1  do  recognise  that  (lovermneiit  als.i 
owe  a  duty  to  theso  rural  institutions  to  linunoe  them  at  the  outset  n| 
their  career.  I  would  go  further  and  say  that  these  institution.-,  should 
.  depend  for  their  existence  on  an  assurance  In  the  ( lovrriiim  id 
■  of'fimuieial  support.  There.  ought  to  he  a  statutory  provision  in  th* 
Bill  itself  under  which  the  Government  should  he  bound  to  c.nu'iliute 
a  certain  portion  of  the  expenditure  which  these  Village  I’uttelmvut 
institutions  will  have,  to  incur.  At  any  rate,  the  minimum  eoiuriiitilion 
by 'Government  ought  to  bo  defined  in  the  statute  itself.  Government 
do  - not  therefore  disqualify  itsolf  from  making  a  larger  contribution. 
That  will  depend  upon  tho  requirements  of  the  different  localities,  their 
resources  and  the  genera]  financial  eondiliou  of  the  Stale. 

I  feel  that  this  is  a  measure  that  does  not  require  am  ei,«pn-iii 
advocacy  to  .commend  itsolf  to  tho  members  of  this  House  |«  mv  friends 
on  this  side  of  this  House.  After  all,  whim  we  mv  talking  of  re-pm- 
sibio  government,  we  should  not  ignore  tho  fact,  tlmi  responsible  gov 
eminent  in  tho  lirger  sphere  of  the  nation  should  lie  preceded  bv 
considerable  experience  obtained  in  running  local  iiiHiitiiliotis,  whether 
they  are  Village  Panehnyals  or  Municipal  Councils.  Xn  duiihl,  there  is 
tiic  desirability  of  bringing  in  intermediate  institutions  like  Taluk 
.Boards  ami  District  Boards.  But  the  non-inirnduetion  ul  a  measure 
creating  these  institutions  will  not  be  in  itself  an  argument  against  the. 
acceptance  of  tiic  measure  before  Hie  House.  I  supjsirt  the  ''motion. 

Mu.  T.  K.  VELli  I’IHIjAI  {Tr^amlni'n  cum  A/i/mmuij/fWi  : 
J  bog  to  ask  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  whether  lie  is  in  favour  of  a  taluk 
oiiiccr  overriding  the  decision  of  a  Village  Pauehayat. 


TUB  VIIjLAItH  J'ANlltAYATS  BTI.l..  49 

TLvo  BaHadim!  I\.  A.  K.B1S1  IN  A  AIYANGAK  (AYwu /<«.<«/)  (Deputy 
.Prexit/r.Ht) :  That.  question  is  not  before  the  House.  And  I  do  not  feel 
•tho  necessity  lor  answering  any  gratuitous  assumption  as  to  what  pro¬ 
vision  would  be  made  in  regard  to  that  later  on.  There  is  this  Council. 
I  myself  believe  that  it  will  be  open  to  these  village,  institutions  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  this  Council  the  undesirability  of  retaining  a  sort  ox 
officers  whose  status  ami  position  certainly  would  not  be  consistent 
with  the  self-respect  of  the.se  institutions  in  the.  matter  of  being  over¬ 
ruled.  This  is  a  matter  of  detail.  At  present,  we.  are  concerned  only 
with  the  desirability  nr  ntherwise  of  creating  these  institutions  and 
giving  them  a.  statutory  basis.  Viewing  them  in  that  light  and  without 
allowing  my  judgment  to  be,  warped  by  extraneous  considerations,  I 
have  not  the  slighesl.  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  Village  .I’unohayut 
'institutions  are  precursors  of  untold  blessings  to  the  peasantry  and  the 
population  at  large. 

Mm.  T.  K.  YKliU  IMIjIjAI  {Trirum'lriim-  cum  Nedumuityad) :  Is 
the  Deputy  President  aware  that  there  Is  a  provision  in  the.  present  Bill 
’which  virtually  lavs  down  that  an  olliecv  of  Government  is  competent 
to  override  the  decision  of  a  Village  J’anchayat 

H.ut  Daiiaduk  K.  A.  Kill  Ml  IN  A  AIYANGAK  iNommitnt}  [Ih'piihi 
I'rmii'lnit):  When  1  pleaded  for  autonomy,  f  was  thinking  of  two 
factors,  one  a  wise  guidance  l>.v  people  who  have  gained  administrative 
experience,  and  the  other  an  entire  absence  of  any  unsympathetic  in¬ 
terference:  with  the-  judgment  of  those  institutions.  Even  when  those 
institutions  may  go  wrong  in  a,  matter  of  detail,  they  must  he  allowed 
to  commit  mistakes  ami  learn.  If  w«-  arc  told  that  the  country  is  not 
ripe  for  it,  when  shall  we  he.  ripe  for  it':1  When  this  Council  was  started, 
thole  was  an  apprehension  on  the  part  of  some  people  that,  it  was  going 
to  wreck  the  country.  I  do  not  think  that  their  apprehensions  have 
been  realised,  We  shall  he  never  fit  for  anything  unless  we  put  our 
hand  to  it,  commit  mistakes  and  become  wiser  and  ask  for  modifications 
to  tho  statute.  Thai  is  the  light  in  which,  as  I  said  at  the  outset,  1 
viow  the  present  Bill:  and  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  an  absolutely  perfect 
measure,  hut  1  consider  it  us  a  first  instalment,  of  an  earnest  attempt 
made  in  the  direction  of  creating  village  institutions  and  therefore 
welcome  it  wholc-hoa'-iodiy. 

Mm.  K.  DOMINIC  Toil MAN  i /*«*>•,/„»/«  e'um  Oericxlami :  Sir, 
m  supporting  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  I  beg  to  observe,  that  tho  pro¬ 
visions  in  the  Bill  relating  to  the  village  fund  are  not  very  happy-  The 
[ample,  in  Travancore  arc  already  over-taxed 

lMlEBIDENT:  A  little  louder,  please. 

Mu.  K.  .  DOMINIC  TOMMAN  U>err„mh  cum  Ikrkolam):  in 
municipalities,  the  people,  especially  in  the  suburbs,  arc  dissatisfied  in 
that,  they  do  not  realise  benefits  in  porporticn  to  tho  numerous  taxes 
they  pay.  Except  in  Nanjinad,  the  pa!tuf!,i  in  Travancore  is  a  con¬ 
tiguous  and  extensive  village.  The  area  of  many  <a.n  hiM  is  50  to 
.ltd)  square  miles.  Bo  the  benefits  contemplated  by  the  Bill  may  not  be 
Vet.  IV.—X'o  .1.  B 
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realised  by  the  villagers  in  such  big  /tt’.Kf'/tr*.  In  il  will 

be  very  hard  to  impo.se  additional  taxes  and  oo>s.  s  mi  ttiese  villagers. 
By  the  Royal  Proclamation,  people  are  assured  that  land  tax  will  not, 
be  enhanced  for  thirty  veins  iVom  the  date  of  tiie  >rtiiciuent.  And  |H-n|iio 
are  likely  to  misunderstand  t  he  intenti  mis  of  I  he  <  invemmciil  if  any  more 
taxis  levied  on  land.  So.  I  would  slimiest  that  a  certain  |*»  remit, ige  of 
the  land  tax  collected  in  each  lie  given  to  the  f’anehavat  is 

G  o vermuen  t  o  on  ( r i  1  hi t  i o n . 

Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Hilltii  has  shown  tarn  diineiiit  it  will  be  t"  iind 
competent  members  to  sene  on  the  Village  I'.meiiayats  in  our 
villages.  But  I  am  afraid  lhuie\eii  the  few  members  fli.it  the  (f>vern- 
nient  may  find  in  the  villages  w ill  lie  scared  sway  by  the  prm  imuhs  of 
section  57  of  the  Bill.  Any  member  of  a  Village  I’aiieiuivat  may  lie 
removed  for  jiiiseonduet  or  gross  negligence;  hut  he  should  not  be  made 
liable  lor  ads  done  in  his  official  eupueiiy.  With  these  .dm  i  vat  urns,  t 
support  the  principle  of  the  Hill. 

Mm  A.  H.OOti  KW.liKf'  t.Wa./n./i :  Sir,  1  ..U.  s,„.j*..-f  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  but  with  big  iv.soniitiun>.  A  great  .leal  has  Urn 
said  about  'the  failure  of  the  administration  of  municipalities. 
There  is  much  of  truth  in  it.  The  pcivom.tgc  of  attenduinv  ignit¬ 
ed- -by  Mr.  T.  K.  "Vein  Billai  is  \ery  di.'-hearli  mug  and  the  report 
that  we  heard  about  municipal  administration  i<  also  not  \.-ry  re¬ 
assuring.  The  fact  that  wo  Bee  so  u.miiy  empty  chans  In  re  today 
iu  spite  of  this  important  Bill  being  discussed  here,  w  hich  concerns 
very  much  the  interests  of  flic,  people  down  to  the  villager,  w  also  a  sad 
commentary  on  fcho  Legislative  Council.  All  the  same,  the,,-  m  e  not 
reasons  why  we  should  give  up  tmuiici}  al  administration  or  the  [legis¬ 
lative  Council.  These  aro  mistakes  I  hat  are  hound  to  happen  m  Use 
initial  stages  of  all  popular  instil  miens.  A  great  deal  was  ;.,i'd  against 
the  Panclmyut  Judges  who  would  he  corrupt.  Some  time  ago,  our  own 
Judges  and  Magistrates  were  very  corrupt;  hut- tho.se  days  are  past. 
We  have  now  got  a  very  pure  Judiciary  and  Magistracy.  So.  it  is  time 
that  we  ask  for  these  changes.  But  there  is  a  tendency  to  e..p\  most 
of  the  things  or  nearly  everything  that  is  in  British  India',  without  taking 
note  of  local  conditions-  1  hoard  a  great  deal  said  nb;mt  the  vdlag.  s. 
Mr.  T.  K.  Vela  Pill&i  rightly  said  that  the  village  in  Travmiemv  is 
different  from  that  in  British  India.  There,  if  is  a  compact  unit,  where  all 
live  together  in  houses  constructed  in  one  row.  Here  we  live  scattered 
all  over  the  place,  and  the  village  is  wm  at.  It  is  nil  mi  ujien  country. 
Of  course,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  regard  g.  Nanjmad,  its 
Mr.  Daniel  pointed  out.  As  regards  Nanjinad  and  Shencottah,  the 
villages  are  like  those  in -British  India;  but,  in  Tnivancore  as  a  whole, 
as  Mr.  Nidiry  said,  there  is  no  village  of  the  compact  form  that  obtains 
m  British  India. 

Now,  the  most  important  thing  that  has  been  stressed  is  the  finan¬ 
cial  condition  of  these  institutions.  As  rightly  observed  by  my  friend 
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Mr.  Or.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  and  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar,  the  Deputy 
President,  unless  wo  place  these  administrations  on  a  sound  financial 
basis,  they  are  sure  to  collapse  and  we  shall  bo  building  our  houses 
on  sand.  That  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  matter,  Now,  how  are 
we. going  to  manage  the  Village  Panchayat  institutions?  How  are 
we  going  to  raise  funds  ?  People  are  already  over-taxed,  almost 
to  the  breaking  point,  Are.  wo  going  to  tax  them  again  ?  After 
all  that  is  said  and  done,  what  is  the  lax  (hat  wo  are  going  to 
got  out  of  them?  It  is  like  getting  blood  out  of  stones;  you  may  got 
a  few  hundred  rupees.  The  Uoviwmnout  said  :  "We  would  double  the 
anmuni,  that  we  get  from  them".  Well,  that  is  an  aspect  of  the 
question  which  1  think  has  to  he  seriously  considered.  Local  self- 
government  and  all  such  things  are  absolutely  sound  in  principle. 
We  cannot  come  up  to  perfection  all  at  once,  and  we  must  tumble  like 
little  diildren  before  they  stand  on  their  feet.  A  man  who  first  tries 
to  learn  to  swim  has  often  to  drink  a  lot  of  water  before  he  is  able  to 
kbep  himself  alloat  and  move  along.  Put,  as  rightly  observed  by 
my  friends,  the  keynote  of  the  whole  scheme  is  the  financial  aspect  of 
the  tpi* stion,  and  I  take  it  that.,,  when  the  Bill  is  taken  up  by  the 
Select  Committee,  this  important  question  of  unnecessary  duplication 
of  the  burden  which  is  near  breaking  point,  will  be,  seriously  considered. 

Mil,  P.  K.  NAKAVANA  PILLAi.  (.1  whaia/.ndni) :  lam  thank- 
fill  to  the  learned  Paw  Member  as  well  us  to  the  Deputy  President 
for  the  announcement,  that  this  measure  is  in  support  of  the  principle 
of  the  extension  of  local  self-government  to  rural  areas.  Put  for  such 
announcement,  that  is  to  soy,  laid  I  been  left  merely  to  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  it  would  have,  been  very  difficult  for 
me  to  find  out  that  principle  from  the.  provisions  thereof.  Kinee.  tho 
learned  mover  us  well  as  those  gentlemen  who  arc  in  support  of  the. 
measure  assure  the.  House,  that  it  is  a  step  in  aid  of  the  extension  of 
local  self-government,  it  is  Very  difficult  for  anybody  to  oppose  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  without  distrusting  such  assurance.  But,  except 
for  the  phrase  ‘  local  self-government  ’  occurring  in  connection  with  the 
presentation  of  this  Bill  before  the.  House,  there  is  very  little  in  'tire  Bill 
itself  to  indicate  that  it  is  iu  that  direct, ion.  The  learned  mover  referred 
to  the.  representations  made.  a,t  various  Sessions  of  the  Sri  Mulam 
Popular  Assembly  to  the  effect  that  the  people,  demanded  a  share,  hi  the 
matter  of  local  self-government.  What  must  have  been  the  reason  that 
led  tho  people  to  make  this  demand,  is  the  first  question  to  be  considered, 
In  the  present  circumstances,  it  is  clear  tlu-i  tin;  necessity  arises  because 
Urn  needs  of  the  rural  areas  are  not  properly  served  by  the  official 
agency.  This  is  tho  main  conclusion  to  he  arrived  at  from  such  de¬ 
mands.  Naturally,  people  in  the  rural  areas  think  that  they  would 
mind  their  own  business  if  the  Government  would  allow  them  to  do 
so.  That  is  the  meaning  of  the  agitation  in  support  of  the  principle 
of  local  self-government.  Government  evidently  took  note  of  these  de¬ 
mands,  and  my  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyur,  with  his  characteristic  shrewd¬ 
ness,  has  been  at  pains  to  weave,  a  bill  out  of  these  demands.  He  now 
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tells  us  that  the  rural  ureas  are  ai  perfect  ni.u-rty  to  Mamim  thcr  own 
affairs  controlled  by  the. Government,  provioeo  t.  <  v  v,,'uld  •  > ' ■  i .  their 
own  funds  to  do  dhe  needful  lov  Iheiiiselu  - .  -I  .hat  i-  In-  ,  r  -■  M-gn\- 
eminent,  I  fear  the  various  represent  sit  <u  ••  >•)  lit.-  p.  ..o!o  at  the 
Assembly  would  certainly  have  willuiruv. '  h-. i i<  iti;ui>f  ■  put  hath 
by  them. 

It  is  first  of  all  net  local  srlf-governm  ni.  for.  the  various 
provisions  in  the  Bill  now  ['resented  to  the  I  >'U i  leailv  imi'eate 
the  fact  that  at  every  turn  the  so-railed  corporal.'  l«»l>.  the  uirai 
Panchayat,  is  to  be  controlled  either  by  tin*  Government  as  a  whole, 
or  by  some,  officer  of  (fovernmeu'  as  initiated.  Such  a  l*ody  can  never 
be  said  to  be  a  self-governing  body  at  all.  hurtlin',  ii  may  ah"  he 
Been  that  the  persistent  demand  w  ith  respect  to  the  various  necessities 
in  the  various  rural  areas  may  now  he  taken  a- doomed  for  i  ,-er.  ■ tar  as 
the  Government  are  concerned,  b’nr  tliey  indicate  that  i  w  penph-  of  the 
rural  areas  must  he  satisfied  by  their  lining  authori-cd  tiiujvu  couits  ami 
to  tax  themselves  hereafter  for  their  necessities.  The  Deputy  I'lv  .ulnit. 
says:  “If  yon  want  local  institutions,  should  y. at  not  (as  yourself''' 
Sir,  unfortunately,  that  was  not  the  understanding:.  Ilitlterto,  the  rural 
areas  used  to  be  taxed  for  all  the  needs  of  the  Stale  including  the  local 
institutions.  Hitherto,  the  rural  areas  had  been  sul'lieietitly  starved 
and  -now  wo  tell  them :  “  You  have  no  eminent  with  the  Mate.  Voit 
mind  your  own  business.1’  This  is  rather  hard.  At  the.  -I the 
Deputy  President  comes  and  tells  ns  :  *•  Yon  should  ta%  ynttr-elf  if  you 
want  local  .self-government Therefore,  when  my  friend-  Mi— is. 
T.  K.  "Vein  Pillui  and  G.  I.’aramesvarau  I’illai  pointed  out  that  there 
must  boa  definite  assurunee  us  to  the  ratio  of  the  contribution  from  llm 
Government,  I  thought  that  a  strong  ease  had  hern  made  mu.  My 
fr^nf^Spointed  out  that  even  excise  ami  land  revenue  might  he  bended 
itetoMt  to  th?se  Pancliayats  and  that:  they  might  he  allowed  to eolh  et  tlm-e 
,  If  the  Government  are  prepared  n>  alpivv  them  to  collect 
-  on  the  understanding  that  the  bulancs  after  meeting  tin  ir 

'"ne'qltirefiients  may  behanled  over  to  'Government,  1  think  that  would 
prove  the  sort  of  trust  to  be  placed  in  such  bodies.  Instead  of  that ,  what 
the  Government  say  is  that  they  will  determine  the  tatio  the  local 
bodies  can  claim  from  Government,  Much  cannot  lie  placed  in  the 
shape  of  reliance  on  such  assurances  even  when  they  are  irn'orpuntted  m 
tlie  Statute  Book.  Suit  is  clear  that  after  all  the  Government,  are  not 
prepared  to  allow  participation  in  revenue  administration  n>  these  local 
bodies  that  they  are  going  to  create,  Government  have  also  said  that 
they  are  prepared  to  delegate  portions  of  other  administrative  functions 
to  these  Pauohayats;  Even. such  provisions  aro  not  above  suspicion-- 
I  beg  to  be  excused  for  the  expression  which  1  use- -for  no  Village  Hotly 
or  Panchayat  is  at  liberty  to  take  cognisance  of  eases  with  which  anv 
Government  servant  has  anything  to  do.  Let  us  take  the  case,  of  an 
ordinary  Mamppad  kann  who  is  entrusted  with  the  task  of  realising 
land  revenue— a  man  getting  Bs.  0  or  Its.  7  a  month.  Suppose  his 
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cow  is  responsible,  for  an  offence  under  the  Cattle  Trespass  Key  illation, 
which  the  local  Panchayats  are  given  the  power  to  administer,  in  such 
a  case,  if  the  offender  happens  to  be  a  paid  servant  of  the  Government, 
even  a  person  of  the  status  of  the  Deputy.  President,  wlio  may  happen 
to  he  the  President  of  the  Panehayat  Court,  will  have  absolutely  no 
power  to  take  cognisance  of  the  offence  of  such  a 
Again,  note  that  even  the  richest  man  in  the  locality,  who  is  not  a 
Government  servant,  is  liable  to  be  proceeded  against  by  the  local 
Panehayat,  while  even  low-paid  Government  servants  are  not  under 
its  jurisdiction.  That  clearly  indieiites  the  extremely  utisulisl initial 
nature  of  the  powers  that  the  Government  are  prepared  lo  confer 
on  these.  Village  .Panchayats  ami  the  status  tha!  the  Government  are  pre. 
pared  to  invest  such  bodies  with. 

Then  again,  Government  have  also  taken  care  to  see  that  the 
Village  Panchayats  do  not  exercise  any  jurisdiction  over  any  European 
.offender.  I  ask,  why',1  The  European  has  not  been  excluded  from 
voting  at  the  elections  to  the  local  .Panehayat. 

Mil.  V.  HU.BBA  ALVAR  (. \,ldili«i,ld  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  We 
have  lie  power  to  legislate  with  reference  to  them. 

Mn.  P.  K.  NAKAYANA  PJ  GIG  :  But,  1  say  it.  is 

iniquitous,  audit  would  he  clear  from  the  following  facts.  The  Bill 
does  not  prohibit  Europeans  residenl  in  the  locality  from  taking  part 
in  the  election  of  mem  hers.  A  .European  resident  may  get  any  man 
he  likes  into  the  Panehayat  as  member  and  at  the  same  time,  he  him¬ 
self  would  be  immune  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Panehayat.  On  the 
fiu'o  of  it,  it  is  iniquitous. 

Secondly,  I  beg  to  submit  that  1.  do  not  at  all  eare  for  llm  glory  of 
exercising  anything  like  jurisdiction  over  European  gentlemen.  But  for 
the  stability  ami  proper  conduct  of  the  institutions,  if  is  better  that 
European  gentlemen  also  are  brought  under  (.he  jurisdiction  of  these  Pan¬ 
chayats.  It  is  for  ilm  purpose- of  stabilising  these  local  bodies  that  1 
maintain  that  the  curtailment,  of  jurisdiction  as  against  European  resU 
dents  in  the  localities  is  not  a  very  wise  step.  I  consider  the,  exiatattcd^ 
of  a  few  European  members  in  this  Courted  as  a  source  of  strength  to  the 
Council.  Viewed  in  that  light.  I  would  suggest,  that  it  is  better  that 
Village  Panchayats  be  constituted  for  Eimi|K-aii  gentlemen  ns  well,  and 
that  the  jurisdiction  against  Europeans  also  he  conceded  in  favour  of 
the  Panehayat. 

Then  again.  Government,  us  T  said,  seem  to  be  in  a  very  dubious 
position  with  respect  to  the  competence  of  the.  body  that  they  proposer 
to  create.  Apart  from  that,  I  am  not  able  fo  understand  the  other 
provision  prohibiting  legal  practitioners  from  appearing  before  the 
Panehayat.  I  do  not  know  if  it  is  duo  to  the  fear  that  the  legal 
practitioner  will  he  a  source  of  bewilderment  lo  the  members  of  the 
Panehayat.  If  that  is  the  reason,  evidently  in  the  rural  parts  of  the 
State,  only  persons  who  have  not  got  any  grasp  over  (.he  law  that  they 
are  going  to  administer  can  become  members  of  the  Panehayat.  I 
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think  a  measure  of  that  description  is  not  entitled  to  succeed  at  this  dis¬ 
tance  of  time.  Of  course,  so  far  as  Mr.  Hubba  Aiyur  is  concerned,  lie. 
himself  told  us  that,  in  point  of  literacy,  Travancoiv  is  not  backward. 
That  being  the  case,  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  the  legal  practitioner 
should  be  considered  to  be  a  bugbear  or  a  vampire. 

Rao  Bahaiutk  K.  A.  KRISHNA  A I V  A  X  G  A I  {  (S  mnuitr:/) 
{Dc-puhj  I'rmdent)  :  He  will  he  a  Imrden. 

Mb.  P.  Tv.  NAIUYAXtA  PI  .IT  HA  I  el  «M«/w  ,b<l :  That  is  fortlm 
party  to  consider.  Whether  I  <  >  go  in  for  l  lie  luxury  <4  n  legal  practitioner 
or  not  is  the  outlook  of  the  party.  It  cannot  be  the  outlook  of  the 
court,  In  the.  Punjab,  wc  heard  i hat,  when  martial  law  \\u>  in  full 
swing,  legal  practitioners  were  not  allowed  to  step  in.  That  is  the  only 
occasion  in  recent  years  on  which  we  heard  of  prohibition  again-.!  legal 
practitioners.  That  also  indicates  the  smT  of  meiiiality  which  the 
Government  have  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  Panehaiat  that 
they  are  going  to  bring  into  existence. 

With  respect  to  civil  jurisdiction,  even  the  Madras  Village  Courts 
Act — Act  I  of  1880,  if  I  recollect  e.oircctly — days  down  provisions  for  the 
rectification  of  errors  liable  to  be  committed  by  Village  Courts,  so  inueh 
so,  that  the  District  Munsiffs  and  Hist-riot  Judges  have  got  lutlhoritv  to 
interfere  in  cases  where  they  see  that,  these  bodies  go  wrong.  1 
,  do  not  see  any  such  provision  in  our  village  Panelmyul  Regulation.  1 
would  submit  that,  ill  view  of  the  pruetieally  incompetent  nature  of  the 
body  that  we  are  going  to  sot  up,  stiflioieut  provisions  and  safeguards  un¬ 
necessary. 

I  think  I  have  already  touched  upon  the  point  of  finance.  That 
point has  already  been  pressed  by  nty  friends,  especially  In  Mr. 
G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai;  and  I  am  in  full  sympathy  with  what  he  Im- 
given  expression  to  on  that  subject.  With 'these  observations.  I  would 
submit  that  this  Bill  may  go  to  the  Select  Committee,  lint  to  be  !h  ■ 
&ughhj  recast  from  the  standpoints  Urged  so  that-  it  may  become  u  legis¬ 
lation  of  utility  to  the  people  at  large.  The  provisions  of  the  Bill,  as 
they  are  at  present,  do  not  warrant  the  Bill  being  sent  up  to  the  Seieet 
Committee  at  all.  However,  in  the  hope  that  the  whole  thing  will  bn 
refrained  by  the  learned  mover  of  the  Bill  himself,  1  am  of  opinion  that 
it  maybe  allowed  to  go  to  the  Select,  Committee. 

Me.  T.  KUMA1U  PILLAI  (/->«««/  rum  iV/mW.,,,/):  « 
'igjooo  fflAosoiaimoffl esarm  ajL^siu  fmsmiomynrqmil^iriafio  n  oauj 
tfbo^ailaj(D6mOTanl(o6  im-mlaaiio  isirojojooidiroviKDi  !  pol  yyaum/  oml  i  t 
osrortal^ggsnn  aooaoosdv&lejag.  «CD©Bs>a  (q_j  asooWo®  ,u  jwtQn, 
iiiiosnoo  o_tffl  oo,e3ajlc0«cm  o]aoo  (arDirnlGowi0  moatstto  qj  ■n^aao'WtflAl 
->ro?)cflfermft5?aoo  8tii6nflo'.§nT)ostT>\  goesssiao  goo  imjcittAfit 

an^l|gg-(tnoa5I  a-tooqjrm  goo  sioiocA  ®$jS®]uxacT», 
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gn<i)  srij]co6  g.0o0O33lpjgg-  woowisas  sruocjoldMsoms} 

o-K&osn§o.  <s*»oc&  gLOoaQ03l«a6cr?lona  ojcml-.^giacdjO^o,  gororlaorog-j 
ool  >  ui.-n  aacro  ctz>ocz®o§o  -p.  on  ofu:iau,cvnmilaoo.,  oooesWiariroSlcioo,  wdoj 
«sas  (Srcdlo-joccssaiaOo  raiooioQjnDfin'ooo  gosco)odi|§csrtslJ. 

00.  Oo  (BYDl30lOCfflt(5td)l(05  O) (V  ej8jU<lJ'bIgU0vX''  'ii0jdb0o  aOS«ffiW>Srt§(38JOinl 

<e>aag_jo6l  ^cYTj-ooO-iceia^  (06  odlojalxy^rolaoioio^  jo  ttx)  -0oojdb'iJ[l<a6  ail 
ojtol^jlfolcoaov)  o_KseKbOTOj6Bi3'>il(o6  iSv)Oi'Ui..i,^o,  iBiroai'Is 

affirm  (scooaJcryolQj(S05>Dcacyo  ao®jo>ia  acomo-.Wi  wcn««>3i\  aiiseaisn^ 
ixa.i.l)oTrii  A0af»6l(o6o5lcnoo  aad&ftgmo.  aiS’iioii^OiOKTO^  '  t®D.t»lla& 
ajocqjon  (Zo^uhOgifisea-Afi-jiool  iiv.xjm JaaaefD 'Igjoan'.  <mBmUft«sgg,  ts 
crows Oo  onja)jS«ai3  v.  aroaosail  jy  •-  oj  coltftco'oaio  ©xuo^oTwm .  &0-.  mo^ca 
i  abjga  o.j.-ai  %ooam**'>  (BroaSl^rornAi kJ>  ojs®')S1(5I..0t'0oA  «ps<s%}o(Bio>ffi 
©dkoen#  wsoilsawomjroaoroi’raoca)  ounl  pi  i  Oo  ®o6l-o>od>  asxfciilgjO 
um,x>)om>.  .m-o(Mls©aioi>v^#i30oc;Ka  jfobl.as>o  •■  coo  <*•£  l«wto«c»a  oogj  ssaial 
gj.  gj)  •.•>“ld)>«06roajo  <mo<r»laaio  toaioojo  wo  n  iasaii:t:^a)otf  woo-oSm! 
.a.jotooai)  gjscoiod>)§lg).  (aroajojas  *?lio.aa  ^Igjopyotruo  axu^Wwob 
(aaoicgjo  (joiongora  a  n  'Da.rbtfiasOo  ffirDoi<u$gjor6>l®}oxacn».  nrv©Jw^>> 
.  §abOo  aicmocai  woo woy  aLoicrro  dQgoab  auacrjagyatmlroltsacrro  u ,-j.  a^<?<oo 

C/1 6013  Y>  aioftto.oi,  woflkwas  tEbCTOiOjO  1c8>Ooo8S>“  WQ6BaaOQgQi:aaj  WOOitrutO 

60B41(o6«3'.l^laKisonr)  ^(^aaaitjjOc-saJOfAialgj -wot  ®oojf&  afflUoaorto.  gg 
«s51«?.!<0a  g^ioomfiBsoo  ojo  ■■  and  ^cfiitfmoalgjOfflRjr-  osro“.  ra!-ig.|<&oai 
ssraxrfjs^axi  ©  m«0»cYb  mtooflattotgolA'M  g.0o0oof<e>a^  acry©;(?rojy  o 
rfbejcffioio-xUl  asn^Antfacno  mi®  .-031.010“  rare oj old  iii:isocua«lcft!iOufr» 
orooJtSfe  aojorra  onoaoo.uiSBBCo  aoic^atSiOTOjo  .cioo  wouil^roiozioaffi  w® 
elcftsilffi6  ojjoaiiocnljjo.iJl.ojcno.  ousLSononruDaxi.^ool  amoab® 

arm  ggojlascuono  etaixV  wWoai  a.i-isnaisJ  uvaicna.  nu<9ir>l 

3!  'Y.Kucm  rruooolgrfl  •j.fft>?li'nemcOi}  «o>ao'jl  (?src<s»9i3j-  ajoaoirm 

oa>xy.  )  'ilcma.trrtn  tO.LO  (srootlcyo  o^aooii'aooijlffiicm-  .ajssdwiln.p 
Cfljc-moio  0006,  ^ai  <^)  io63aala56  (Sroljtyis  1.  ocQiauwas  «sy3'«s©a  <s>o 
QJ0c8>o.?.:6BEal(a6  aoajaxiJSijcm  dilcroa  1  joejo  rruouil uk- oaroi  waosaaOo  aJ 
e.AicruE0>sfi6Ba.o  t3rocro@Qjil<s«9®sins(tsiod)'i  aiaal|«i# .  go®  aui5!(tj>W5-.&  oo 
(olanffllcSaoroorffl  130010“  go®  srflffii  arihosnsaicmii&a  araicm”  go®  woaioru® 
wrnlcob  (Tuaoaoocroo  o_io'Dioajomo  omo“. 
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o.©fttt0(06  CLJiM)Oaai®SgctbOo<0fflU  <iDnJ  Clltfij  (S830aj|ce,Oo  .. 

ciDS^omanlaogg.  aJsroaRnoaaj ool:oo6rou  gooS)  •  xulomlcBffloaog^mf. 
gD^SilOa^  gOnJ  sculgjlffii)  d  ®  <d  OT),  d  6)  §D<D  a!c3jg^cej<3](06  0_1 
got  qj$  flj^.0  cDl@§ooljyl(6ltO<3on'i.  srorallp  d  s>  -oa®oJt*gjlffl6  oro 
calas^gg.  (§alc*Ooc96)°  sirs  oolc9i:ml  ^ataioiotaacnoisOjsl  oSlcnudiljij 
t^dsnacno.  rarorof  sirolcssiaio  oojooQMOooilrolcefi'V'jIgj.  aflggjfii*1 o  jfiiajooaCTrg) 
abOo  o®ffljxjj§00cm  mni  a*  j^cymbisOo  (gcolifl. tVi]qq»ocqjo  a  oh,  aiala, 
gflawoso  6)cfeosgijg)aK03(XT>  c61(&(wl(§o(06®3alo6n6lcnoc)  raracucoj  >,b  carD'^oai 
cgjdocQ)  ay3ii-;)(ru©d3)Si6SSOo<fla  cgjoosaoaa  at»  aooorol  .o.ViP'aiOvscaosn&gB 

coai(i)3rr6s)aoi»61«ai)0  dhs&woeni1.  ;a}nJ  c&sas).x»  .tvocoi£.,,|sm3>o§c9sio 
siosi  (BTOflflto&colmoo  Siils^crnfW0  suolcsaejo  cgjowo » l<6L:.»o®  Igj.  &Oo-. 
roaftaej  Bgcn'oSSOocea  aoass  gjoXOGg-jos)  n  nvffliaiv'BiSiS^osaOo  stood® 
ojlteasnosoffiQoJ)  catotoik  v&&  ®roajd)  taj *<331.3.0  aJsro.ji9naodDala<o«oga& 
6n§(OT06)fflt)CTDo  i06>ai)O  ao<^GO^a61tOT02)0<o)<Es6  (b  sroiil^rmjg.jsl 
ffllcBaato,  a0ocoo§lffle.i.  rnmsseCo  s><*0:j<.oaoro  aMc&rcSlgoroaotlfflabo 
og)o  t>aooo)  lass  smorol  sTOaict&gojsnil  xtSajajOcesiWroiksi)  a_jlcr^]s°  <3ro 
QJttsaS  ®§facD6  nrgj),is)ra©c9>§)6esOoces)“  (Broaicb  i^j^rovcA ,  o^emo  asneo 
cdtslfflasios^afB'.TOoasnacTD^.  tovuuo  cnjocoiiaDwsmmp  c&rcsroTOajrrnTOTOsftf. 

STOSBBSOO  6>flJ^0S)(O>  OJlsg;ja0OLJSI®JO'TOO)gtft>!n  S)&  ■  cnSieKslgL^llTOttaisrel 

(StoaDiisQ^gg.  (giWoocOsf  si®/  iQj<s(^)d)i  o5]  tarots)  ■  .Qjaig»g(Tn<o>’  giro) 

cfl«ejo  o^dajjaoaiilfflliMcmrmgj. 


d,®  oag)  oic&a-pioii  cij-oaffl  su-itrvuasmlci  oil&gj88v'a.i5®joc»i 
(groi&Ooaa  coaj&snieaabolaicolaioo  sirs  g>c&>  i^sl  6><fl>05cB6>;>ai>  gg§ 
<>61:gJi^'ga.TO»'V!*l  .  C&0600OT.  ®DbUS®CO  croj&snkfflaorijQ,  S)33)G$t0S)Oo6 
@®§ool<0<acm  g)c9)6).T»  (Bra  aiabxjlffii  aj  d>mios)>  t3oa22®i)«56  ojIoj 
<Sl.aj  ojoffioiist§tmu  (sra^J^aioDaoaiiltolcflaaw.  ^o6a'uli-]o.\ilo6ica>Occ9a 
tQDoobtifflcao^aaofflaaB  £9ny  .<Bai(ijfflnifi»aciJ»ol(o6a5)ono6  nvffla.Tsil^l 
sponsoxSlttscm  odosskSto)  g@85>g~j&«s«)>l  oroai.-iifu.fflCYn  a_ieno3)®r®Ot0sil 

jJtaiQjjiflalatflaasiaerpaacfiao.  co  is&sn^aob.T,  cueroo  rarosnl.®  iiag^ 
xulajcuojsiocii  ajoslagjmoo-  ojonralfolcMano.  (3ro.s§gaJOo):-iifWs>rfn  xaao 
o^eaiaaisni  o51a»afnjgQQ)l«36  aoogsTOOtflaicfi)  tfeoaioro)  ejlcj^A  si.  e>c a>. 
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ecuejoj'lasa  (aroroV.im  o'o^pmjoOo  -  ■■mxi  !<o6anlmn0  <*>>)§ 

cmtusmo  aoQ,<e>ogi®e-A  m  olilcrSlem'o  j  cOAcatagMoim  <01®  am,  n-iemo 
i^^aiaDo  (3K0^ctb§.s>s  (TOi£icyei51d3«)Oi^(W®aaiY  nil  niodHioaniown  S.'  3 

wWfea®®0180  *»  A°rm  nvzwocno  aJO«OKi?|«Ka.v!u>imo. 
tsiQ  tao&KOTO)1  (5rD6esacY3  ov<2oaioaoo  ajoawoi  o  j.mfieio,  or®  raio/il^oaj.o 
^eg-joA.-  ^ool  5i(61cio®Y®lajg*  ojcoaitacri  on®  ^rc.«nm';y.<B>i5>nnr>  .aikiaao 
tsosmaacnogg.  cozvo  coaitofiaizabolao  ra>jf)cOj«>ta)o->o<.ii>  <i_iosle>gjono  m 
cfnlrolceecno.  go®  gogioamsBeoo®tu.,osn$  cmiAsnieik'aboB  a5o  .(osma, 
caesBOo  Sioiiroo  uboeifflB^le  •■  ,cqjo  atrv/s.-.i.gi.iiitOci^aaosiRi  joo\  anomie  »  p 
CTO  (TO£2ffi(i5)!a6  OSHTft  (WrOialgj.  fflronriloootoi  Ojlsgja!1"  0-1 CTElOtU lOWjdiiQorffol 
c/ioj&sn&siaaliQ,  oicfcoscaaotaaorro  au2ffltml<i)Qorn<ts)OC£i>  2p«i.s>  ir  «i®  ai«i* 

g^(o6  -cnjceywaoedi)  iXJooQ)o«f»lffl!<flaaY)o_j«aftio  ctboaii^aos)  Oorta  (BTOniuio.b 
oostcrwla-pcp  (sroraxigD  orun&issaaWu  sicn.mc,,  rosicm  o.-ifino^«rBo<fl«>l 
ac9aoa®  srnfflgimo&B  aoctro  mmlc&ioh  „o  uvo  ajftiojko  a&ii. 

ro'ioeno1'. 

aaooo©  tOiO^Jo  o3jo51dQ  ajo'B'ooo^Aflij',  A  Como  ;,<  >< 

alto6  83o(wlfvysb  eilsjaamo  §g£jo«m»«»  6no°.  imcajlsarown  awl 
.flftW  a0g]o®cnsQi3^.o  aoftc&afgjeffltwo^sl  enutagwoo©  *»  «>vo^!gj. 
(BYOoalas  (gojooj2i6nDao  a-jiaJaHYDo.  04'vcea)  g.oako’o,  oqo-Uuw  n^laura^ 
aoo  (^soffltn  <a.t]>’6iffiKo^soai  (n-jca'oavaosm0.  tvotb  ,  rr.  <n  jflsraw;^,  -.  an 
.rawer  g.O°aoo§c0iial(o6,  oiVig_)&!u.)  '.anioaaxcrcn  or/eoiAo  o  umraocrl  anosnn 
e«S)0§i^bl,  Q_J§6nOag15gl(56  (g_)  a'ffll^’lsgg,  saw^sa<o>l»l 

cMflJTOf.d&aigj^o  eaJiT®  c\e»  o.-qj^Oo  ^am^^lolii^^Wittaagrna'Ktaip  to  " 
a®^3QJc6feo  (Siwtg)oi22aog)gg-  a'uooori3^lo3J6nd,. 

Mh.-  M.  N.  PILLAI  (,Tri::«Hilnf>iO  ;  Hir,  l  tun  sum  .1  haw 1«» 
oppose  the  Village  Pauohayat  Bill,  The  object  of  this  Bill  is  Mti.l  to  be. 
to  foster  and  develop  local  self-government  in  the  rural  areas  idTravnn* 
core.  First  of -all,  tlioro  are  no  villages  proper  in  Travnneoiv  except¬ 
ing  in  the  few  Tamil,  taluks.  Tim  houses  are  .wintered  in  ,-.d  nthi> .»  ami 
it  will  be  a  difficult  thing  to  confine,  the  jurisdiction  ol'  each  1‘uueltayut. 
to  a  village.  The  people  can  never  believe  that  these  institutions  aro  going 
to  benefit  them;,  on  the  other  hand  they  rightiv  fear  they  are  going  u> 
.  be  burdened  with  additional  taxation  on  the  already  overtaxed  iwonle. 

The  success  of  the  existing  Panehayat  Courts,  Bench*  Magistrates’  eoui  ts, 
, «*»•'* 18  no*  a*  al)  encouraging  and  it  is  in  a  way  a  source  i.f  trouble  to  the 
-  people.  Villagers  who  are  enjoying  security  from  the  ever-increasing 
•Taxation  of  local  bodies  are  going  to  bo  disturbed  from  thoir  peaceful 
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seclusion  and  exposed  to  the  vagaries  of  such  local  self-governing  bodies. 

I  am  not  opposed  to  the.  principle  of  associating  the  people  with  the  local 
administration  of  their  own  affairs  and  nobody  will  be  against  it.  But 
my  experience'  of  the  municipal  institutions  and  I’anchayat  Courts  is  so 
disappointing  that  I  am  forced  to  believe  that  this  Bill  will  not  be  use¬ 
ful  for  that  purpose.  The  difficulties  to  get  a  quorum  for  a  moeting 
even  in  towns  are  so  great  and  the  difficulty  will  lie  greater  in  country 
parts.  If  the  clauses  relating  to  the  administration  of  jus*ice  and 
taxation  are  deleted  from  the.  provisions  of  this  Bill,  I  think  I  may  not 
have  much  objection  in  supporting  this  Hill.  An  additional  taxation  is 
to  he  imposed  on  the  people  without  corresponding  benefits  being  conferr¬ 
ed.  I  am  opposed  to  any  kind  of  taxation  whether  by  local  bodies 
or  the  Government.  With  these  words,  1  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  C.P.  KOCHUKUNJU  HILLAI  (h'  f  arakani  cum  Km.nat- 
fiir) :  Sir,  I  rise  to  support  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  It  has  been, 
said  that  the  creation  of  such  a  recognised  or  responsible  body  of  uien  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  State  has  become  an  absolute  necessity.  The 
cause  of  the  poor  villagers  is  always  neglected  There  is  neglect  on  the 
part  of  our  local  officers  in  the  matLer  of  roads,  canals,  ferries,  and  all 
such  facilities  and  also  in  respect  of  other  facilities,  in  the  matter  of 
agriculture  and  relief  from  epidiimc  diseases.  Formerly  ihrro  lmvo 
been  in  existence,  as  has-  been  stated,  many  Village  I’anehaysts  which 
have  now  become  extinct  except  in  South  Travaneoiv.  as  Mr.  Paul 
V.  Daniel  has  put  it;  and,  also,  in  former  days,  the  officers  were  in  their 
circuits  halting  at  places  and  inviting  complaints  against  the  actions  of 
the  officers  and  also  investigating  local  complaints.  But  in  those  days 
all  such  officers  are  found  to  fly  away  in  motor  cars.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,- even  tho  former  Dewans,  Mr.  V.  P.  Madhava  Bow  and  Mr.  Khun- 
grasoobysr  used  to  halt  at  places,  and  all  the  Dew.ui  IVishkara  too 
halted  for  a  day  or  two,  or,  in  very  many  cases  for  a  certain  number  of 
days,  hearing  complaints  every  morning  and  evening.  In  these 
days,  such  a  practice  has  come  to  a  dead  stop  and  this  fact  also  has 
necessitated  the  creation  of  a  responsible  body  of  men  in  the  rural  areas. 

The  need  for  the  development  of  self-government  1ms  also  necessi¬ 
tated  the  creation  of  such  a  body  of  men.  The  creation  of  such  Pan- 
chayats  is  therefore  a  matter  to  be -welcomed  by  this  Council.  Tho  two 
reasons  put  forward  regarding  this  measure  are  tho  fear  about  fur¬ 
ther  taxation  and  the  fear  on  the  part  of  the  people  that  all  the 
money  now  allotted  for  the  works  which  the  Government  ask  the  Pan- 
ehayat  to  carry  out  will  not  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Panchayat. 
As  for  further  taxation,  it  is  a  matter  to  be  considered  in  detail,  an  un¬ 
known  factor  more  or  less  depending  upon  the  circumstances  or  the 
nature  of  the  works  and  so  on. 

Coming  to  the  financial  provisions,  I  do  not  agree  to  clauses  of 
section  45,  as  it  is.  This  would  make  us  believe,  •  and  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar 
has  told  us,  that  the  Government  will  be  pleased  to  place  at  the  dispo¬ 
sal  oi  the  Panchayat  only  such,  sum  as  will  be  equal  to  the  money  that 
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is  being  collected  by  the  Panchayat  itself.  That  is  not  enough.  The 
wording  of  this  clause  should  be  definite.  A  definite  sum  has  to  be  fixed, 
taking  into  consideration  the  money  that  is  now  available  for  the  purpos¬ 
es  contemplated  in  the  Bill. 

In  regard  to  certain  other  provisions  also,  there  is  a  difference  of 
opinion,  and  they  too  require  reconsideration.  The  duties  of  the  Pan- 
chayat,  as  has  been  mentioned,  are  either  obligatory  or  discretionary. 
While  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  vibage  communications, 
cleaning  of  streets,  supply  of  drinking  water,  control  of  cattle-pounds 
and  enforcement  of  sanitation  and  vaccination  are  included  in  the  cate¬ 
gory  of  obligatory  duties,  primary  education,  street  lighting,  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  agriculture  and  the  promotion  and  encouragement  of  cottage 
industries  are  classed  among  discretionary  duties.  1  submit  this  is  not 
enough.  The  improvement  of  agriculture  inoluded  in  the  category  of 
discretionary  duties  must  be  in  the  list  of  obligatory  duties.  Again,  it  is 
stated  that  it  is  open  to  the  Government  to  empower  the  Panchayat  to 
exercise  the  powers  and  discharge  the  functions  of  an  Irrigation  Board, 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  functions  of  an  Irrigation  Board  have  also  to  be 
included  in  the  list  of  obligatory  duties. 

The  non-engagement  of  Vakils  in  criminal  or  civil  cases  has  also' 
to  be  reconsidered.  . 

Clause  Cl  says: 

11  Our  Government  may  by  a  nnfifin.itiim  in  nnr  Government  Gazette  de locate  any 
of  the  powers  vesti  d  in  th  an  under  thi«  Uogul.ition  to  any  i  ffic-r  of  ami  above  the  rank 
of  a  Division  Poishkar  or-to  any  lDool  autlioruy.  ” 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  words  “  to  any  local  authority  ”  have  to., 
be  deleted  from  the  Bill.  , 

PRESIDENT:  .Local  authority  does  not  moan  an 
intended  to  refer  to  a  District  Board  or  some  such'  body  that'  might  t>eb 
created.  ' 

Me.  C.  P.  KOCHUKtJNJU  PILLAI  ( Kotiaraiara  cum 
Kunnattur)  :  Then  I  have  no  objection  to  the  words  being  retained-. 

.  Then  again  there  are  certain  other  provisions  in  the  Bill  requiring 
rappnshioraliton.  With  the  hope  that  all  these  provisions  will  Be 
•thoroughly  discussed  in  the  Select  Committee,  I  support  the  principle 
of  the  Bill. 

■  ■Ms.  M,  K.  EHADIR  PILLAI  (Nominated):  I  rise  to  support 
the  Bill  before  the  House.  1  do  not  think  that  this  Bill  will,  as  appre¬ 
hended  by  Some  members,  give  room  for  embittering  communal  feelings. 

I  know  that  some  of  these  Municipalities  that  have  been  in  existence-' 
for  more  than  15  years  are  not  levying  all  the  taxes  and  that  Govern¬ 
ment  are  not  pressing  them  to  do  so.'  lam  of  opinion  that,  if.  this 
Bill  becomes  law,  it  will  be  welcomed  and  .prove  beneficial.  I  hope  that 
the  Select  Committee  will  carefully  consider  the  points  already  urged  in 
respect  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  T,  LAKSHMANAN  PILLAI  (Nopimated) :  Sir,  I  risetp, 
support  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  Ido  not  endorse  -  every  one  qf  t&e'' 
provisions  at  present  made  in ''it,  A  period  of  probation  ' 
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necessary  for  the  village  people  who  have  not  yet  been  acquainted  with 
western  methods  of  self-government,  to  enable  them  to  successfully 
and  satisfactorily  tackle  the  problems  of  village  self-government  on  up- 
to-date  lines.  But  village  self-government  is  not  a  new  thing  in  India. 
It  was  known  and  practiced  by  the  ancient  Hindus.  In  South  India, 
it  w,as  known  to  the  Tamilians  at  the  time  of  Kulottunga  Clink,  in  A.  I)* 
l(jp*C,  Itnvas  general  throughout  South  India  from  the  1  Oth  century  A,].), 
“.Each  village’’,  says  the  South  Indian  historian,  “  was  a  self-governing 
unit  and  had  its  general  assembly  which  annually  elected  the  executive 
body  of  the  village  known  as  the  Great  Mon  of  the  Village.  Besides 
these,  there  were  several  working  committees  for  looking  after  the 
various  branches  of  village  administration.  Precise  rubs  governed  the 
election  of  members  to  the  various  bodies  of  the  village.”  it  will  not  be 
contended  that  a  system  which  was  in  vogue  several  hundreds  of  years 
ago  would  he  unsuitable  at  the  present  age  and  in  such  a  country  as 
Travancore.  The  provisions,  it  seems  to  me,  which  have  to  be  worked 
with  caution,  are,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  some  friends  here,  those 
relating  to  the  financial  and  the  judicial  functions,  The  Village  Pan- 
chayat  need  be  invested  with  judicial  powers  only  in  cases  and  places 
where  men  prove  themselves  fully  competent  to  wield  them  with  benefit 
andjadvantage.  As  for  financial  help,  it,  goes  without  saying  that  the  people 
wjlhhRve  to, contribute  for  whatever  good  they  desire  to  enjoy.  I  submit 
if  v^uld  be  only  fair  for  the  Government  to  set  apart  a  fixed  contribut¬ 
ion  from  the  general  revenues  for  utilisation  by  the  Panuhayat  in  cases 
where  the  objects  for  which  it  is  utilised  are  identical  with  those  served 
by.  t]re  departments  of  Government.  Here  the  advantage  is  that  the 
amdUnts  will  be  spent  with  a  better  eye  to  the  needs  of  the  village  and 
the  work  done  more  cheaply  and  satisfactorily  than  otherwise. 

, .The  ptheyadvantages  accruing  from  the  working  of  the  village 
Phhciiayatr'are  incalculable.  The  great  points  are  tho  '  opportunity  it 
would  afford  fbr  jjbihifaf  education  in  the  matter  of  local  self-govern- 
lfieM  and  the  evolution  of  civic  consciousness.  The  value  of  these 
institutions  fcs  authentically  representing  the  needs  and  grievances  of 
the  Ideal  people  hind  the  help  they  Would  ■  render  to  administration  in 
general  are  too  great  to  be  ignored  by  Government.  I  am  not  forgetful 
of  the  fact  that  there  will  be  grave  mistakes  in  the  initial  stages,  but  wo 
would  willingly  run  that  risk  under  the  principle  that  it  is  better  fed  do 
five  things  and  make  two.xMstakes  than  to  do  nothing  at  all  and  mfcfce 
no  mistake.  ■ .  -  ' 

If  the  Bill  is  recast  with  dUdffttqdifications  after'  reconsideration  ’by 
the  Select  Committee,  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  inaugurate  an  iin- 
pdrtant  era  in  the  advancement  of  the  people  towards  self-government. 

With  these  observations,  I  support  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

.  Mb.  S.  .SUBBAHMANYA  KABAYALAB  Pftltqiiapwcfii  cum 
Shencoitah )  :  Sir,  I  beg  to  support  the  Bill  1b  pr’inqiple,  for  a  more 
magnificent  piece  -of  legislation  cannot  exist  on  the  ace  of  the  earth 


THE  VILLAGE  PANOHAYATS  BILL. 


61 


than  this  Bill;  for,  it  attempts  to  give  power  to  a  unit  of  the  State.  But 
with  regard  to  the  details  of  the  Bill,  the  pvs  and  cons  may  he  discussed 
in  detail  and  proper  solutions  be  arrived  at. 

I  am  not  a  lawyer  and  so  I  cannot  talk  litre  a  lawyer.  1  am  a 
businessman  and  so  I  must  look  at  the  Bill  from  a  business  point  of 
view.  A  businessman  never  expects  to  obtain  profit  without  an  inv  jst- 
ment.  From  the  business  point  of  view,  the  idea  of  looking  upon  the 
Government  as  the  sole  source  for  providing  funds  for  all  our  comforts 
and  necessities  strikes  at  the  root  of  peoples'  ambition  for  soil-government. 
If  people  require  self-government,  they  must  necessarily  find  suffi¬ 
cient  funds  for  working  it  up. 

If  small  units  of  government  such  as  Village  Panchayat  s,  munici¬ 
pal  bodies,  Taluk  Boards  and  District  Boards  are  formed  and  made 
self-supporting,  then  the  genoral  revenues  which  fill  the  coffers  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  may,  with  advantage,  be  utilised  for  purposes  which  benefit  the 
mass  of  the  population  as  a  whole. 

The  Village  Panchayat-  is  nothing  but  a  combination  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  several  houses  of  which  the  village  is  composed  and  the 
expense  of  which  is  met  by  the  headmen  of  the  houses. 

As  England  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty,  it  is  high  time  t<> 
expect  every  village  to  loolf  after  itself  leaving  the  Government  time  to 
look  after  the  gfennral  management  of  the  country  and  freedom  to 
Utilise  the  general  revenues  for  concerns  affecting  the  masses. 

Under  the  above  circumstances.  I  strongly  support  the  Bill  m  prin¬ 
ciple,  the  details  being  considered  in  due  course. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAli  (.f dditi  nal  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Sir, 
I  shall  make  a  few  remarks  with  reference  to  some  of  the  observations 
made  by  the  non-official  members  of  the  Council  in  connexion  with 
this  Bill.  The  first  attack  made  against  the  Bill  was  by  Mr.  P.  K. 
Narayana  Pillai.  He  had  to  be  told  that  tho  Bill  is  intended  for  the 
purpose  of  fostering  and  developing  local  solf-governmont.*  f  did  not 
think  that  he  would  be  so  uncharitable  as  to  say  that  by  a  reading  of 
the  Bill  he  could  not  come  to  such  a  conclusion;  because,  anybody  reading 
the  Bill  will  know  that  a  Panchayat  consists  of  a  body  elected,  which  has 
got  absolute  powers  to  collect  and  dispose  of  money  and  to  attend  to 
certain- duties  that  are  mentioned  in  the  Bill  and  which  has  autonomy 
to  a  very  large  extent.  The  control  of  tho  Government  mentioned  there 
is  simply-,  to  •  help  these  institutions  in  their  working  at  the  initial 
stage,  and  the  control  may  be  wholly  relaxed  after  a  certain  lime. 
Except  that,  b.oan  say  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bill  which  cannot 
make  my  friend  think  that  it  is  brought  with  a  view  to  foster  local  self- 
government. 

'Then,  with -reference  to  othor  matters  mentioned  by  Messrs. 
G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  and  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai,  they  contend  that  it  was 
promised  that  the  District  Board,  the  '.Taluk  Board  and  the  Village  Board- 
Would  all  be  simultaneously  constituted  and  that  we  have  only  got  -vitlago 
Panchayats  now  and  that  we  do  not  .know  what  has  become  of  tho 
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others.  They  say  that,  unless  the  powers  and  duties  of  all  the  three  are 
correlated,  it  will  be  too  early  to  discuss  the  present  Bill.  With  re¬ 
ference  to  that,  I  may  say  that  I  doubt  very  much  whether  Taluk  Boards 
will  be  necessary  at  all  in  TraVancore  seeing  that  the  area  is  small. 
Even  elsewhere,  there  is  often  considerable  friction  between  the  Taluk 
Board  and  the  District  Board  as  to  their  respective  duties  and  respon¬ 
sibilities,  and  it  is  unsafe  to  have  any  Taluk  Board  at  all  here. 
Secondly,  with  reference  to  the  District  Board,  we  must  in  the  first 
place  begin  from  the  bottom,  and  once  we  establish  the  Village  Pan- 
chayat,  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  have  a  District  Board,  we  have  only 
to  make  the  necessary  provision  in  the  Regulation  with  respect  to  the 
District  Boards  and  amend  the  Pauchayat  Regulation  itself,  if  necessary, 
later  on,  so  that  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  both  together. 
As  has  already  been  provided  in  the  Bill,  the  Panehayat  in  completely 
autonomous  in  itself  and  is  not  subordinate  to  another  body  which  is  to  bo 
'constituted.  If  such  a  body  was  constituted  and  if  such  a  body  exorcised 
any  control  over  the  Panehayat,  then  it  would  be  time  to  make  suitable 
amendments  and  make  provisions  in  the  Panehayat  Regulation  itself. 

Then  with  refsvsnce  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Panchayats, 

I  would  once  again  point  out  that,  from  the  classification  as  to  the  obli¬ 
gatory  and  discretionary  duties  now  made,  it  cannot  be  said  that  there  is 
anything  like  a  hard  and  fast  rule  in  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  in 
respect  of  them.  It  is  open  to  the  Select  Committee  to  reclassify  them  ' 
and ,ina&e  the  discretionary  duties  obligatory  and  the  obligatory  duties 
discretionary,  or  impose  additional  duties  of  either  category.  There  is 
specific  provision  in  the  Bill  to  the  effect  that  the  Government  may 
empower  a  Village  Panehiyat  to  take  up  any  other  duties  that  they  may 
impose,  so  that  it  is  sufficiently  comprehensive.  It  is  open  to  ti  Village 
Panehayat  to  take  up  any  other  duties. 

One  of  .the  objections  raised  by  my  friend  Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai  is 
that  there  is  no  suoh  thing  as  a  village  here.  It  has  been  sufficiently 
answered  by:  Mr.  Kumara  Pillai  who  said  that  in  every  village1  wo  re¬ 
quire  medical  help/  sanitation,-  etc.,  irrespective  of  the  fact  th®t  the 
houses  may  lie  at  a  distance  from  one  another  and  are  not  so  contiguous 
as  those  at  Nagercoil  or  Sbencottah.  1  think  this  Regulation  is  absolutely 
necessary  irrespective  of  the  nature  of  the  village. 

And  then,  with  respect  to  the  question  of  taxation,  Mr.  P,  K.  Nara- 
yana  Pillai  says.  “You  better  entrust  the  Panehayat  with  money  and  wo 
will  administer  it. ’’So  far  as  I  can  see,  this  is  not  how  self-government 
is  always  viewed.  In  other  words,  the  principle  ought  to  bo  to  say  that 
■we  will  tax  ourselves  and  spend  the  money, 

Mr.  P .  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  May  I  know 
whether  any  Regulation  is  necessary  for  a  person  to  spend  his  money  ? 

Mr,  V.  SDBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Rend  Sirkar  Va'til) :  Yes, 
it  is  necessary  for  levying  taxes,  '  - 
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So  far  as  the  village  bodies  are  concerned,  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai 
and  Mr.  Paul  V.  Daniel  said  that  them  were  karnx  and  other  associations 
representing  every  community  and  which  were  levying  certain  fees  or 
contributions  from  every  member  constituting  it  a  common  fund  so 
that  the  common  expenditure  might  he  met.  from  that  fund.  In  some 
places  it  has  perhaps  become  extinct. 

Mr,  T.  K.  YE  LIT  PILLAI  (Trirandrnm  cum  Nidamangad) :  Will 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  tell  me  how  many  hint  associations  exist  in  'i  ravancoro. 
now? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYA.lt  (  UW'i-mul  1! Kirkttr  Vakil) :  I  said 
“existed.”  Mr.  Paul  Daniel  says  they  existed  in  South  Tnivnnoore. 

Mb-  T-  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (/'neaiulnm  cum  Neihiniaugad) : 

For  all  classes  of  people  ? 

Mb.  y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (.Additional  Head  Sidur  Vakin  :  It  may 
be.  If  particular  classes  can  combine  and  work  up  their  own  interests 
by  contribution,  Ido  not  sec  why  the  various  communities  in  a  parti¬ 
cular- village  cannot  work  together  leaving  all  communal  difl'crcnccs 
aside.  .For  that  purpose,  wo  have  damn  ham. <  which  work  for  common 
interests  and  levy  rates  from  their  coiislil.tu-nts.  A  village,  will  have  to 
make  some,  sacrifices.  Every  year  the  Imdgel  is  placed  before  the 
Council,  I  ask  the  members  to  seriously  consider  whether  it  is  possible 
to  allot  all  the  40  lakhs  of  rupees  under  land  revenue  or  the  GO  laklis  of 
rupees  under  excise  to  these  village  bodies.  If  we  do  so,  how  are  wo  to 
carry  on  the  administration  of  the  State  which  is  absolutely  necessary  in 
the  common  interest  of  all  the  subjects  of  His  Highness  the  Malm  HajaV 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominate  I) :  I  beg  to  know  whether 
the  Bill  aims  at  teaching  the  people  self-government,  or  is  a  means  of 
devolving  financial  burden  from  the  shoulders  of  the  Government  to 
the  people'. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  S’rkar  Vakil)  :  It  is 
not  intended  to  devolve  financial  burden.  Year  after  year,  when  you  go 
through,  all  the  needs  that  arc  referred  to  by  the  various  members  of  the 
Assembly,  you  will  find  that  it  is  not  possible  to  attend  to  the  needs  of  a 
single  village  by  allotting  funds  for  the  same.  That  is  not  because  the 
GOT$ram$nt  are  unwilling  to  attend  to  the  needs  of  that  village,  hut  be¬ 
cause  tlie,  demands  on  the  public  money  are  so  many  that  it  is  mot 
possible  to,igiv®  .any  substantial  relief. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  I  bog  to  know  whether 
there  will  be  any  probable  decrease  in  the  Government  staff. 

PRESIDENT:  It  does  not  arise.  It  is  a  matter  of  detail,  it  is 
a  hypothetical  question. 

-  .  Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Airkur  Vakil) :  What' 
I  said,  was  that,  in  order  that  there  might  he  an  •incentive  to  the  village 
itself,  in  order  to  .make  the  people  responsible  to  themselves,  the 
villagers  should  be  allowed  to  raise  some  revenue  according  to  the  needs 
and  condition  of  the  particular  village,  the  amount  raised  being 
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entire  discretion  of  the  village  itself,  and  that  the  Government  would 
contribute’  an  equal  portion.  I  daresay  my  friend  Mr.  Kumara  Pillai 
raised  a  strong  point  when  he  said  that  it  was  not  enough  if  the 
Government  merely  said  that  they  would  pay.  What  he  wanted  was 
an  assurance  from  the  Government  as  to  what  they  would  pay,  as  to 
what  their  contribution  would  be.  I  give  the  assurance  and  I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  any  objection  in  putting  that  in  the  Bill  at  the  Select 
Committee  stage. 

The.'  Rev.  FATHER  KURIAKOSE  VETTIKKAPALLI  (Tadn- 
2>uz]ia  cum  KunnntmuD  :  I  wish  to  know  whether  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  is 
aware  that  the  Cochin  Village  Panehayats  have  no  power  to  impose 
fresh  taxation,  and  that,  they  are  working  successfully. 

Mr,  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Addition'll  Head  Sirkar  I'akil) :  To  the 
latter  portion  I  am  not  able  to  subscribe.  But  of  the  former  I  am 
aware.  (I  augh  t r.) 

The  Rev.  FATHER  KURIAKOSE  VETTIKKAPALLI  (Todu- 
puzhi  cum  Iumnatm.d ) :  But  still  they  get  on. 

PRESIDENT;  You  cannot  make  a  statement.  All  that  you  can 
do  is  to  put  a  question. 

.  Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
Government  would  contribute  a  particular  amount,  an  amount  equal  to 
thaft'Wb&h  Would  bsodntribhied  by  the  particular  village. 

'With  reference  ioiiKe  judicial  functions  of  the  Panchayat,  I  may  say 
that  the  moment  a  Village  Panchayat  iff.- created,  it.  does  not  begin  to  ex¬ 
ercise  judicial  functions,  because  the  chapter  says  that  Government  may, 
if  they  consider  necessary,  empower  any  Village  Panchayat  with  civil 
and  criminal  powers  and  therefore  I  beg  to  submit  that  it  should  not  give 
any  cause  for  alarm. 

With  respect  to  the  question  raised  by  Mr.  P.  K,  Narayana  Pillai, 
regarding  the  trial  Qf  European  subjects,  I  think  we .  arc- -powerless. 
I  do  not  think  that,  even  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  High  Court  has  any 
jurisdiction  over  the  European  British  subjects. 

-■  Mb.-T.K,'  VELU  PILLAI  (2 'rirandrw/i  cum  Nccktmangad) :  Will 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  give  an  assurance  in  the  case  of  Government  officers, 
such  as  Tahsildars  and  others,  that  they  will  be  made  amenable  to  the 
Panehayats?  ... 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AlYA^iAdditional  Stud  Sirkar  Vakil) :  :  If  the' 
majority  are  of  that  opinion,.  you  can  so  modify  the  Bill. 

Then  with'  reference  to  the  appearance  of  the  vakil  in  the 
Panchayat  Courts,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  ‘that  he  should  have 
uo  place  there.  The  Panchayat  is  intended  to  be  like  an  arbitration 
court  and  is  to  decide  where  a  particular  man  is  guilty  or  not  and  not  to 
be  confronted  with  abstruse  questions  of  law  relating  to  .evidence  and 
other  technical  things,  ' 
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Mb.  T.  K.  VELD  PILLAI  (Trirandnm  cum  Nulumangad)  :  Ik 
he  aware  of  any  arbitration  court  in  any  part  of  the  world  winch  exor¬ 
cises.  coercive  powers  inflicting  criminal  punishments  1 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakv) :  In  olden 
days— 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trirundruni  cum  Ncdama-ngad)  :  I 
mean  the  world  of  the  present  day. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
vakils  would  make  it  more  costly.  We  want  only  mere  commonsenBe  men 
and  not  trained  lawyers.  The  presence  of  vakils  would  tend  to  protract 
cases.  In  the  Madras  Village  Panchayat  Act  you  will  find  that  there 
is  a  specific  provision — 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRI  (Changanachery  cum  Minac-hil)  :  Is  the 
vakil  devoid  of  common  sense 

•  Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakii):  No. 

’  Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trimindru  n  cum  Nr  Inmangu  <)  :  I 
wish  to  know  from  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  whether  he  has  at  anytime  in¬ 
tentionally  prolonged  a  case.  (1  aughter.) 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additiona '  Head  Sirkar  Vaki ') :  If  you 
try  to  make  out  the  points  that  are  required  to  prove  limitation  or  to 
disprove  the  question  of  limitation  or  establish  the  dements  constituting 
an  offence  or  other  circumstances  under  the  technical  law,  then  I  say  it 
will  be  prolonging. 

Mb.  Gf.  P ARAM E y  V ARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara) :  l  wish  to 
know  from  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  whether  the  rules  of  procedure  obtaining 
in  courts  are  applicable  to  Panchayat  courts- 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  No. 
The  Panchayat  courts  are  not  to  be  guided  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  pro¬ 
cedure.  You  will  find  that  they  are  to  bo  regulated  by  the  rules  of  pro¬ 
cedure  that  may  be  prescribed. 

PRESIDENT ;  It  is  not  a  section  essential  to  this.  It  may  be 
considered  by  the  Select  Committee. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  It  is 
.not  absolutely  necessary.  To  my  mind,  introducing  the  vakil  there 
will  be  dangerous  to  the  harmonious  working  of  the  village  Panchayat. 
That  is  a  ma  tter  which  may  be  threshed  out  in  the  Select  Committee.  The 
various  other  points  suggested  by  the  members  will  also  receive  due  con¬ 
sideration  at  the  hands  of  that  committee. 

PRESIDENT  !  The  question  is  that  the  principle  of  the  Village 
Panchayats  Bill  be  accepted. 

The  question  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Council  then  read  the  title  of  the  Bill* 
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,  [President.]  '* 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  [Adddionul  Ihad  Sirl:«r  Wihu)  :  .1  beg* 
to  move  that  the  Village  Pauchuvats  Bill  may  bo  referred  to  a  Select,- 
Committee  consisting  of  the  following  members:—  . 

,1.  The  Rev.  Father  Kuriakose  Vettikkapalli. 

2.  Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  Krishna  Aiyaugar.  '  ..* 

3.  Mr.  M.  It.  Madbava  Variar. 

4.  ,,  G.  Paramosvarau  PUlai. 

.  -5.  „  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai. 

G.  „  Paul  V.  Daniel. 

7.  „  -0.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai.  , 

*  8.  „  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyav. 

0  Rao  Bahadur  K.  V.  liangaswami  Aiyangav. 

10.  Mr.  M.  Raja  Raja  Vanna. 

.  11.  Mr.  V.  Subba  Aiyar. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  Y.  RANGAKWAMI  AIYANGAlt  (P/o/mor  o/s 
History  and  Economics)  :  I  wish  to  be  excused. 

Mp.  J.  JOHN  N1D1RY  (UJiimgaitarhery  cum  Minurhi') :  P 
suggest  that  Mty  P.  K,  NurayanaPillai’s  name  may  also  be  included. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  may  put  in  Mr.  P.K.  Narayaim  Pillai  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  K.  V.  ltangnswauii  Aiyangar.  T  appoint  the  Deputy- 
President  as  President  o|  Ihe  Committee.  The  Committee  will  submit 

its  report  within  ihi'ee  moni  lis.  , 

•  -  We  will  now  rise  and  moei  ugmn  at  hallVpast  eleveu  to-morrow. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  4-33  iJ.  M. 

S.  PARAMESVARA  AtY Alt, 
tier  return  to  t/us  kbgisWire  Council,' 
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Tuesday,  80th  October,  1923  • 

{OFFICIAL  RBPOR  t ) 


The  Council  met  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at  Eleven 
Thirty-five  of  the  Clock,  With  the  President  in  the  Chair. 

,  QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

{Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standing  Order  Ao.  hi— - 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  tho  ciuostioiw  uud  answers  to  lie  put  and  given  at  u  meeting  n£ 
tlio  Council  shall  bo  placed  on  tno  Con  noil  table  15  minutes  before  the  I  resident  tultea  iuh 
soat. 

(2)  Tho  quoationa  shall  bo, put  and  answered  in  the  following  innmier < 
Thu  Soerolary  shall  call  the  nanio  of  ouch  iutwpullafor  in  Mirial  order,  KP'‘ojly  tho 

serial  nuiirber  of  his  quostipns  ami  make  a  sullicient  pause  to  allow  him  a  rwisnnabln  op¬ 
portunity  of  rising  hi  his  plaoo,  if  ho  is  desirous  of  asking  a  Hnpplemcntary  question. 
Supplementary  questions  must  be  put  immediately  after  tho  principal  questions  to  wtiiou 
thoy  relate.]  .  ;  '  .  '  .  :  | 

Jieva/iue  from  Imports.  ;  ■  ■  ■ 

13.  Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA  PIELAI  (tamkcg^alH) :  Will  fch° 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  tho  amount  of  r&venac  ■  derived  by 
them  in  each  of  tho  last  five  years  by  way  of  duty  levied  on  goods  irn^ 
ported  into  the  State  through  its  ’ports  from  Qnilon  to  Mnnambtun  V  ■ 
Mb.  S.PABAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary,  to  Ooi'ernmenf)  :.  The 
omernnt  of  customs  duty  derived  from  ihe  goods  imj^rtod  into  ihe 
State  through  its  ports  from  Quilon  to  Munambsm  during  each  of  the 
last  five  years’ (1094 -1098)  is  given  below: 

C. 

T  , 

11  - 

U 

.1.1  ,*M 


Years. 

Bs. 

Ch. 

1004 

8,510 

9 

1095 

11,479- 

1 

1096 

17,608 

20 

1097 

.  ...  32,537 

9 

1098 

28,981 

M', 

Total  94,177 

.  .  y 
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.  Rule  52  oj  the  Registration  Rules. 

14.  Mb.P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhakqmzha)  \  With  re¬ 
ference  to  question  No.  88,  regarding  rule  52  of  the  Registration  Rules, 
asked  at  the  meeting  of.  the  Legislative  Council  held  on  the  22nd 
Karkadakam,  1098,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they 
have  arrived  at  any  decision  modifying  the  operation  of  the  said  rule ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Goocmment) :  The 
question  is  still  engaging  the  attention  of  Government. 

Rule  52  of  the  Registration-  Rules. 

15.  Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikain  cum  Ettimanur) : 
With  reference  to  the  answer  given  to  my  question  No.  88  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Legislative  Council  held  on  the  7th  August,  1923,  will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  say  whether  any  orders  have  been  passed 
by  them  on  the  subject  of  amending  rule  52  of  the.  Registration  Rules,? 
,  Mb.  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief.  Secretary  to  Gooenment) 

The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  14. 

Mmriei  Women  in  the  Women’s  College. 

16.  MR.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nom  mted) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  Mrs.  M.  0.  Varghese,  m.a.  (Hons.), 
who  was  a  teacher  in  the  local  High  Schodl  for  Girls,  was  not  appointed 
to  the  Womens’  College  as  a  tutor  on  the  score  that  she  is  a  married 
woman? 

Mb,  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)-.  It 
was  one  of  the  several  points  taken  into  consideration  in  connection  with 
the  question  of  Mrs.  Varghese’s  appointment  in  the  Women’s  College. 

.  ■  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF.  [Nominated)  I  wish  to  know  whether 
that  view  has  been  considered  and  treated  as  a  justifiable  disqualification 
on  the  part  of  Government  in  what  they  have  done. 

■  Mb.  S,  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) :  That 
was  not  the  only  matter  which  weighed  with  the  Government  ,  so  far  as 
that  appointment  was  concerned, 

.PRESIDENT:  It  is  not  a’ view.  That  Mrs.  Vargheso  is  a  mar¬ 
ried  woman  is  a  fact.  . 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (No  niua-ted) Is  them  any  provision  in 
the  T.  S.  R.  prohibiting  married  women  from  serving  in  the  Women’s 
College? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) :  No. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Do  the  Government  know 
that  Mrs.  Varghese  was  in  the  permanent  service  and  that  she  had  put 
in  over  two  years’ service  ? 

M®-.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) 

Yes.  ..... 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Do  the  Government  know 
that  Mrs,  .Varghese  petitioned  the  Government  at  the  time  of  the 
appointment  in  question  setting  forth  her  claims  ? 

MR.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)' 

Yes.  . .  ■  . , 

Mb.  A.,  HOOGEWERF  (Nommatei) :  Had  not  Mrs.  Varghese 
offered  to  stay  in  the  Hostel  and  serve  as  a  Tutor  thereof  when  she 
applied  for  the  post  ? 

Mb.  S-  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Sieretary  to  Government) : 

Yes,  she  said  so  in  that  petition. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ) :  Was  there  at  the  time  of 
the  appointment  in  question  any  urgent  need  for'an  unmarried  woman 
to  serve  as  a  Tutor  in  the  Hostel  ? 

Mr.  S*  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 
One  of  the  items  taken  into  consideration  in  respect  of  every  woman  to 
be  appointed  as  a  teacher  in  the  Women’s  College  is  the  possibility  of  her 
having  to  serve  as  Tutor  whenever  she  is  called  upon  to  do  so. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated)  :  Has  either  of  the  two 
ladies  appointed  at  the  time  been  serving  in  the  capacity  of  a  Hostel 
Tutor  since  their  appointment  ? 

PRESIDENT:  How  are  we  expected  to  know  that  ? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nomnated) :  Considering  that  the  Hoste* 
is  a  common  institution  for  all  the  women’s  institutions  including  the 
Womens’ 'College,  the  High  School  for  Girls,  and  the  Training  School  for 
Women,  and  that  there  are  nearly  a  hundred  teachers  in  all  these 
together,  do  not  the  Government  think  it  would  be  easy  always  to  find 
two  unmarried  women  teachers  to  serve  as  Tutors  in  the  Hostel? 

PRESIDENT:  It  is  argumentative.  I  must  disallow  that  ques¬ 
tion.-  : 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (No  ninated) :  Do  the  Government 
know  that  Mrs.  Varghese  had  already  served  as  Tutor  in  English  in  the 
Women’s  College  for  about  three  months  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)'. 

.Yes.  ■ 

.  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) ■:  Do  the  Government 
know  that  Mrs.  Varghese  has  since  left  the  State  service,  and  has  been 
appointed  as  an  Ass'staht  Professor  in  a  First  Grade  College,  viz.,  the 
Queen  Mary’s  College  at  Madras  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government^'. 

■  Government  have  no  information.  '  •  r 

.  Superintendents  of  Poliee  and  Grave  Offences.  -  [■■  ■■ 

11:  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) ;:  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state :  ■.  :;:y; 

■  a)  the  number  of  grave  offences  which  have  been  personallyA^ 
vestigated  by  the  District  Superintendents  of  PoliGe  gnd  the  AsSiJSmt 
Superintendents  of  Police  during  10a7  and  1098  resgd|tiyely ;  ■*% 
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•'  -V>) ; the  number  of  times  the  District . Superintendents  of  Police 

and  the  Assistant  Superintendents  of  Police  have  attended,  court  W 
watch  the  prosecution  of-  grave  offences  ? 

Me...  R.  KRISHNA.,  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to .  Government )  • 

1  (a)  The  number  of  grave 'offences  personally  investigated  by  tty. 
District  Superintendents  and  the  Assistant  Superintendents  of  Police  is 
■given  below, 

There  were  no  Assistant  Superintendents  in  1097, 

.TOOT  1098 


District  Superintendent,  Trivandrum  ...  07  26 

Asst,  Superintendent,- Headquarters,  Trivandrum .  76': 

Do.  Nagercoil  .  34, 

District  Superintendent.,  Quilon  ...  19  28 

Asst.  Superintendent,.  Headquarters,.  Quilon  .  ‘20„, 

Do.  Chengannnr .  45 

District  Superintendent,  Kottayam  ...  10  12 

Asst.  Superintendent,  Headquarters,  Kottayam  . .  12 

■  Do.  •  ■'  Perumhavur  ...  ...  5 

District  Superintendent,  Nagercoil  .,,  4 

Do.  .Peermade  ...  0 

(h)  The  information  lias  been  called  for. 


Pleadership  Class. 

,. .  IS,. r  Mb,;. A,  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated)  -  Will  the  Govern*, 
ment:  be,  pleased  to  state  whether  At  .is  a  fact  that:  the  professors  of  .  the- 
Law-  College  were  of  opinion  that  the  Pleadership  classes  should:  . be 
abolishedmiy  at  IeasC  the  standard,  of.  examination  for  entrance  into 
this  class  .  should,  be  raised  to  the;  Intermediate  examination  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government D 
. ..  ,Gqv§rtiment,:havenp  information,  .  But '.the.  -.Principal  of  the  Law 
College  was.ot  -the  -  opinion  that  either  -  the:. Intermediate  .examination; 
should  be  made  the  qualification  for  admiteion  to  the ,  Pleadership  ekss,- 
or ,  that  three  more  professop  should-,  be  appointed,  -to ..  enable;  separate 
classes  to  be  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  Pleadership  students. 

Mu.  .A.i.-HQOGKWEBS'  (Nominated)  :  la  there -any  necessity  at 
all,  for  tin?  CReademhip  olasses.oonsidermg  the  large  number  of:  graduates' 
tnri]ed  out  of.  the  College  ?  • 

PRESIDENT :  You  cannot  put  argumentative  questions.  Yon 

.  Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :-  Is  there  any  necessity  for 
Pleadership  classes  in,  thq,.Law.Coll^ge  ?  ;. , 

.  •  He,  R, KRISHNA  PILLAI  (CJi ief  Secretary  to  Goemmen  t) .  Yes. 

i:,.,.,;.-! ,  :  ^  :  <VfriIW)l-YeQkia\BQadi'  . 

i.  -M9-  Mb.  N,,  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vailam  cum 
E&wnqgjnr\'w  Wilykei  Government  be  pleased -to'  sa-y  : 
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(а)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  representations  have  been  made  in 
the  Sri: .  -Malam  Popular  Assembly  as  regards  -  the  necessity  for  improv-  . 
ing.  the.  Vaikam-Yephiir road  .'and: ;  connecting  it  with  the;  Ivottayam- 
Kmnarakam.  road ; 

(б)  whether  any  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  expenditure  nec.es-  . 
sary  for  this  purpose,  and,  if  so,  what  the.  estimate  is ;  w. 

: '  (ey  whether  the  Government  have  received  any  petitions  ;  recently 
from  the, inhabitants, of  Yechiir  about  this  road •  and  : 

'  (cl)  whether  they  are  prepared  to  take  ahy  action  in  the  matter? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  : 

(a)  Yes.  . 

(fi)  No  regular  estimate  has  been  prepared.  The  complete  improve¬ 
ments1  with  bridges  and  culverts  are  roughly  estimated  to  cost  Rs.  25,000. 

fc}1  Yes.  They  have  received  .a  petition  -and  it :  has  been  referred 
to  the  Chief  Engineer,  :: 

-(d)  The  matter  can  be  considered  only  after  the,  receipt  .of  the- 
Chief  Engineer’s  reply. 

Iiaaianiodu  )'•;  \'ai'i:ar„  Tahth 

20.  Mr.  N.  RAMAKEI8HNA  PILLAI  (Vail; am  cum  Ettu- 
manur)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased'  to  say : 

(a)  whether  they  have  received  any  representations  from  the 
people  of.  the  :Yaikani  taluk  or  thdir  . representatives  about  the  opening 
of  a  canal  at  Vaikam  known  as  the  Kaniautodu  for  purposes  of  culti¬ 
vation  ;  . 

■  (6)  whether  Government  have  taken  any  action  .in  this  matter;, 

and 

(e)  whether  Government  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  early  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  work  ? 

Mr.  R,  'KRISHNA  PJLJjAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  Yes.  ■  . 

(b)  An  estimate  for  the  work  is  under  preparation. 

(c)  Yes.  . 

''VM^grdkkate^edelierffin^eHUbetlMr'Selio'ols.b 

21.  Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum.  Ettu- 
manur)  :  Will .  the'  cioverement.  be  pleased , to, state,  whether,  the under.-; 
graduate  teachers  teaching  English  in  the  vernacular,  middle  schools 
are  given  %  same  scale  pf:  pay  and  the  same  opportunities  fqr7being 
sent'  tip  fob  training  as  teachers  with  the  same  qualification  in  English, 
schools  and,  if  not,  why  ?  :. 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government) :  The 
;  miiiimtiin  ’ .-qualifications ‘  f of  undergraduate'  teachers  ,  of  English,  in- 
Eii'glish  arid  Vernacular  schools  are  . the  same  ;  ,  but,  in .  practjpe,  those 
selected  for  Ehglish  sqhopfe  have  better  certificates  than  thos£M>poin,fed 
tio'YerhabuIar  schools  and  lower  pay-  is  accordingly  attached  toMae  latter 
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appointments  generally.  Teachers  of  English  in  vernaenlar  school*  ara 
sent  to  the  Training  College  for  training,  lmt  necessarily  such  touchers 
are  sent  to  the  Training  College  in  larger  number*  from  (he  English 
schools, 

Mr.  N.  KAMAKRWIINA  PILLAT  (IVfoi-w  cum  Fttnmunur)-. 

May  I  know  what  is  the  standard  of  distinction  adopted  in  the  sele¬ 
ction  of  teachers  for  the  Vernacular  schools  and  Kngli.-h  schools  ? 

Mit.  S.  I’AKAMKRTAftA  A1VAU  t,.  (i  »■„■»»,<  nt> 

h’or  training  ? 

Mil.  N.  IiAMAKlUSHNA  .PILLA1  U  a  ikon  cum  FAiumnnur)- 

No,  for  appointment.  1  am  referring  to  the  following  part  of  the 
answer : —"Rut,  in  practice,  those  selected  lor  English  schools  have 
bettor  eertilieates  t.ltun  those  appointed  to  vernacular  schools  and  lower 
pay  is  accordingly  attached  to  the  latter  appointment  •generally."  I  ask, 
what  is  the  standard  adopted  V 

Mb.  S.  RARAMESYAUA  AIYAR  (Heart, try  to  t,'o mnnnnt); 

There  is  a  minimum  qualification  proscribed  ;  lmt  so  far  as  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Schools  are  concerned,  the.  undergraduate  teachers  appointed  arc 
persons  with  better  emtiticates  than  those  of  vernaenlar  schools,  us 
judged  by  the  marks  awarded  in  those  certificates. 

Alleged  Mienainnf/ement  in  the  Ktujercoil  Municipality. 

•22,  Mr.  N.  1.1  AMAK1USIIN A  PILLAI  (l%/*7.-r/ «  cum  Mt*. 
mnmir)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  say  whether  they  have 
.received  any  representations  in  regard  to  the  Nagotroil  Municipality, 
alleging  mismanagement  of  municipal  funds  and  irregularities  in  the 
matter  of  appointment  of  subordinates  and  contractors  by  the  President  ? 
If  so,  have  the  Government  taken  any  action  in  the  matter? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVAllA  AT  YAK  (Secretary  to  Gocem  act) : 

The  answer  is  in  the  negative,. 

LEGISLATION 

THE  REVENUE  RECOVERY  REGULATION  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

Mr.  V.  BURBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  S'rt.iir  I'nli/};  Sir,  I 
beg  to  move  that  the  Revenue  Recovery  Regulation  Amendment  Bill 
be  read  in  Council. 

Mb.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag,  Financial  S.rretary  to 
Government)  :  I  second  it. 

Mr.  V,  SUBBA  AIYAR  (AdUtional  Heal  S;rknr  \rakil):  Sir, 
the  main  provisions  of  the  Bill  are,  I  believe,  not  likely  to  be  conten¬ 
tious  at  all,  because  the  amendments  proposed  are  very  few  in  number 
and,  to  my  mind,  are  not  of  much  importance.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
proposed-  to  amend  section  3  where  it  is  stated  that  the  authority  to 
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collect  tax  may  be  the  Proverthcar  or  the  Accountant  as  may  be  directed 
by  the  Dewan.  Till  now,  the  Dewan  was  the  ultimate  authority  so  far 
as  these  matters  are  concerned.  It  is  now  proposed  to  substitute  the 
Land  Revenue  Commissioner  for  the  Dewan. 

Then  in  section  25  it  is  stated  that  the  Dewan  Peishkar  may  take  up 
the  management  of  any  property  attached  under  the  orders  of  the  Dewan. 
It  is  proposed  to  substitute  the  Land  Bevenue  Commissioner  there  also. 
That  is  to  say,  if  the  Land  Bevenue  Commissioner  thinks  that 
any  particular  property  attached  should  be  under  the  management  of 
the  Peishkar,  he  may  ordor  that  to  bo  done. 

The  third  amendment  is  in  regard  to  the  section  which  says  that,  in 
oases  where  the  Dewan  thinks  that  the  Peishkar  himself  should  conduct 
any  sale,  ho  may  so  order.  Here  also  the  Land  Bevenue  Commissioner 
is  put  in  instead  of  the  Dewan. 

Then  as  regards  tire  power  of  revision  under  section  50,  it  is  now 
restricted  to  the  Dewan  alone.  Ordinarily  appeals  lie  only  to  the 
•Peishkar,  and  the  Dewan  exercises  a  power  of  revision.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  Land  Bevenue  Commissioner  should  exercise  some  powers  of 
revision  in  certain  eases.  And  thureiore  section  50  proposes  that  the 
Dewan  may  delegate  some  of  the  functions  in  certain  eases  or  classes  of 
cases  in  the  matter  of  revision. 

Lastly,  under  section  51,  a  consequential  amendment  has  to  be  made 
becauso  section  51  proposes  to  exempt  the  time  taken  for  revision  in  the, 
calculation  of  the  period  of  limitation.  If  the  Land  Revenue  Commis¬ 
sioner  also  is  given  powers  of  revision  .  to  some  extent,  then  the 
time  taken  for  revision  by  the  Lund  Bevenue  Commissioner  may 
also  have  to  bo  exempted  from  the  calculation  of  the  period  of  limi¬ 
tation.  Therefore  the  amendment  to  section  51  is  only  consequential 
upon  the  amendment  to  section  50.  I  believe  the  House  will  have  no 
objection  to  have  these  minor  amendments  in  the  Regulation. 

Mb.  P.  K.  N  ABA  YANA  PILLAI  {Ambalajmzha) ;  Sir,  I  have  not  • 
got  serious  objection  to  the  amendments  proposed ;  but  only  one  or  two 
small  matters  have  to  he  pointed  out,  not  only  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Bill,  but  for  the  guidance  of  the  learned  Law  Member  on  future  occa 
sions  also-  The  learned  Law  Member  asks  in  one  of  the  proposed 
amendments  to  substitute  the  words  ‘  Laud  Revenue  and  Income  Tax 
Commissioner’  for  ‘  Dewan  ’  in  lino  9.  Lino  3  of  what  is  not  clear. 

PRESIDENT:  Section  3,  it  is  stated. 

,  Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkcir  Vakil)  :  .  The 
heading  is  1  Section  3  '.  Therefore  it  is  clear  that  it  refers  to  Section  3. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  Umbalm^ha) _  Of  course,  wc 
■  can  localise  the  words.  But  which  is  the  particular  edition  of  the  Bill 
to  which  the  reference  is  made  ?  Does  it  refer  to  the  Gazette  edition  or 
to  the  authorised  edition  by  Mr,  Narayanan  Pandalai  ?  ' 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Refer¬ 
ences  are  generally  to  the  Gazette  editions. 
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Me.  1’.  Iv.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  :  That.  is  the 

difficulty  one  labours  under  when  the  learned  Law  Member  refers  to 
particular  lines,  (Daughter^  So  much  so,  that  in  line  H  the  word  ‘Puwan* 
does  not  at  all  occur  in  some  editions.  So.  1  would  request  the  Law 
Member  hereafter  to  bo  so  good  as  to  insert  tho  section  itself  and  then 
the  proposed  amendment.  That  is  one  objection.  That  is  practically  a 
fruitless  objection  so  far  as  this  Hill  iseoncernod  ;  but  tor  future  guidance 
I  would  request  the.  learned  Law  Member  to  be  more  precise,  in  the 
matter  of  proposing  amendments  so  that  the.  member*,  stl'-n  may  follow 
him  and  find  out  when*  he  is  having  his  linger. 

Another  point  that.  I  wish  to  draw  the  atlenlum  of  the  House  to  is 
with  respect  to  section  50  and  the  amendment  proposed  thereto.  As 
the  section  stands  at  present,  the  Pewan  is  the  only  authm'ity  who  is  to 
revise  the  orders  of  the.  Dowan  i’uishlvar,  Tahsildar,  or  I'nwrnhiettr.  as 
tho  ease  may  be.  The  proposed  amendment  would  confer  the.  power  of  ' 
revision,  if  the  Hawaii  is  so  minded,  upon  the  Land  Revenue.  Commis¬ 
sioner  as  well.  That  raises  the  question  whether  then'  would  not  arise 
occasions  and  necessities  when  the.  Tamil  Itevenuo  Commissioner's  revi- 
sional  orders  themselves  might  have  to  be  subjected  to  fun  her  revision 
at  tho  hands  of  the  Dowan.  1  submit  such  occasions  would  arise;  and 
the  mere  section  50  as  it  stands  and  as  it  is  proposed  to  be  amended  by 
the  Law  Member  would  not  enable  a  revision  to  lie  from  the  orders  of 
the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  himself  to  the  Dowan.  1  would  submit, 
for  reasons  which  I  need  not  now  explain,  that  it  is  better  that  a  revi- 
sioaal  power  is  granted  to  the  Dowan  on  orders  passed  by  tho  Land 
Revenue  Commissioner.  So  far  as  the  status  of  the.  Pewan  IVishknr  and 
the  Land  Revenue.  Commissioner  is  concerned,  it  is  after  all  a  very  thin 
partition,  and.  I  understand  that  there  is  an  amount  of  suppressed  rivalry 
between  the  Dewaii  Poishkars  and  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner.  It 
is  not  a  very  serious  statement  that  I  make;  but  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  such  things  may  come  into  existence.  In  such  eases,  in  view  of 
the  very  thin  partition  of,  status  between  tho  two  officers,  tho  Land 
Revenue  Commissioner  may  hesitate  very  much  as  to  whether  he  would 
heat  liberty  to  go  right  against  the  decision  of  the  Dowan  IVishknr  in  any 
particular  respect.  In  such  circumstances,  if  a  good  case,  call  Ixj  made 
out,  my  submission  is  that  oven  tho  decisions  of  the  Land  Revenue 
Commissioner  must  be  subject  to:  further  revision  at  the  hands  of  the 
Lewan,  .  So  I  would  suggest  that  that  also  to  ho  incorporated  in  section 
50  afc-fiho  time,  the  Rill  issues  out  of  the  Select  Committee  .stage.  This 
'is  all  that  I  have  to  submit  with  respect  to  the  , amendments. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedtu/raiii/ad) :  I 
hay, e  great  pleasure  to  support  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayaua  Pillai  in  the  view 
that  the  revisional  authority  should  vest  in  the  Dowan,  On  a  previous 
occasion  also  we  raised  this  question  with  regard  to  another  Bill 
Which  was  being  considered  by  this  Council,  The  revenue'  authorities 
decide  cases  in  a  manner  different  from  that  followed  by  civil  courts'; 
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and  I  think  the  interests  of  parties  require  all  the  safeguards  that  are 
available.  The  Land  Revenue  Commissioner,  no  doubt,  is  a  very  high 
officer.  As  my  friend  has  pointed  out,  it  has  come  to  my  notice  also 
that  there  is  some  amount  of  suppressed  rivalry  between  the  Peishkars 
and  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  and  the  difference  of  status  also  is 
not  as  great  as  one  should  desire  when  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the 
Peishkars  are  to  be  heard  and  decided  by  the  Land  Revenue  Commis¬ 
sioner.  There  is  this  difficulty  also.  The  Revenue  Courts  will  not  be, 
able  to  adjudicate  upon  questions  with  the  thoroughness  and  mastery  of 
law  and  facts  its  the  civil  courts  are  doing.  But  when  the  final  autho¬ 
rity  is  the  Dowan,  there  is  a  halo  of  sanctity,  and  there  is  some 
greater  confidence  which  the  people  will  repose  in  the  Dowan  as  lie  is 
the  visible  representative  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  -in  executive 
matter's.  For  that  reason,  I  support  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

Rao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANLtAR  {Nominated)  ( Deputy 
President)  :  In  rising  to  support  the  motion,  I  would  like  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the.  learned  Law  Member  that  the  proviso  in  section  50,  as 
it  is,  refers  to  the  whole  section  and  probably  would  cover  very  much 
more  than  is  really  intended.  The  section  seems  to  contemplate  esses 
of  orders  of  revision  and  orders  of  delegation.  I  take  if,  that  the  proviso 
is  intended  only  to  cover  cases  of  orders  of  the  Dowan  retisimj  the  orders 
passed  by  the  I’oislikar.  I  do  not  believe  my  friend  really  contemplates 
that,  when  the  Dewuad  passes  an  order  delegating  a  function  to  the. 
Revenue  Commissioner,  notice  is  to  be  issued  to  the  parties  concerned. 
.1  think  the  proviso  relates  only  to  the  first  part  of  .the  clause. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA^UYAE  [Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil). :  Sir, 
with  reference  to  section  50,  some  remarks  were  made  that  there  is 
likely  to  he  some  rivalry — or  as  Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai  put  it,  suppressed 
rivalry— between  the  Dewan  Peishkar  and  the  Land  Revenue  Comuiisr. 
sioner.  Of  course  the  Laud  Revenue  Commissioner's  office  is  one  of 
very  recent  creation,  and  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  intermediary  officer 
between  the  Dewan  Peishkar  and  the  Dewan  till  now,  it  may  be  that 
there  is  some  sort  of  rivalry.  I  do  not  know.  At  any  rate,  there  is 
said  to  be  room  fora  hitch  between  the  Peishkars  and  the  Land  Revenue 
Commissioner.  I  am  not  prepared  to  concede  even  that.  But  we 
know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  in  regard  to  income-tax  cases,  the  Income' 
Tax  Commissioner  is  supposed  to  he  the  final  revisional  authority  .over 
the  decision  of  Peishkars,  and  I  do  not  think  wo  have  heard  of  any  com¬ 
plaint  with  reference  to  that  matter.  On  the  other  hand  some  of  the 
members  even  complimented  Mr.  Robinson  on  the  way  in  which  he 
was  discharging  — 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cuin  Neduman-gad)  t  '  Kir,. 
I  wish  to  explain  the  position.  With  regard  to  this  matter  also,  those 
of  us  who  complimented  Mr.  Robinson  are  prepared  to  compliment  him.. 
The  reason  we  adduce  now  is  a  different  one. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  Umbalapmka)  i  Kir,  I  think 
this  Regulation  is  not  in  reference  to  Mr.  Robinson.  (Laughter.) 

Yol-IV  No.  2.  5 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (AMitionaJ  II, ad  Sirkar  Vakil) ■  ’What 
I  meant  was  that,  so  far  as  the  Income-Tax  Commissioner  is  concerned, 
there  is  not  only  no  complaint,  but  he  has  also  been  complimented  by 
the  members  of  this  House.  When  I  said  Mr.  Robinson.  .1  did  not  mean 
him  personally.  I  referred  to  the  Income-Tax  Commissioner.  So 
also  in  the  case  of  the  Revenue  Recovery  Regulation,  if  Urn  amend¬ 
ment  is  made,  I  do  not  think  there  will  he  any  difficulty  whatso¬ 
ever. 

As  for  the  powers  to  he  reserved  for  the  Rowan,  that  is  a  matter 
which  can  be  taken  lip  when  section  SO  itself  is  considered.  The  sug¬ 
gestion  made  by  the  Deputy  President  also  may  he  considered  at,  a  later 
stage  of  the.  Bill. 

The  question  that  the  Revenue  Recovery  Regulation  Amendment 
Bill  ho  read  in  Council  was  put  and  carried. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  title  of  the  Bill.  • 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Hr, id  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  To 
the  question  of  reference  to  the  Select  Committee,  f  doiil.it  whether 
(there  is  any  necessity  for  this  Bill  being  referred  to  any  Select 
Committee  at  alt.  Because  from  what  I  gathered  from  the  remarks 
made  by  some  members  of  the  House,  it  is  only  with  reference  to  sec¬ 
tion  50  that  some  amendment  is  considered  to  be  necessary.  1  think 
that,  when  the  Bill  comes  up  again  for  consideration  before  this  House, 
any  amendment  may  be  proposed  and  considered  and  discussed  by  tho 
House.  Therefore,  I  do  not  think  that  there  need  be  any  separate  Select 
Committee.  I  think  we  can  safely  avoid  the  Select  Committee  stage. 
I  therefore  propose  that  tho  Bill  bo  not  referred  to  any  Select,  Committee. 

The  question  that  the  Rovenuc  Recovery  Regulation  Amendment 
Bill  be  not  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  was  then  put  and  carried. 


the  nan  jar  ad  vellala  bill. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkur  Vakil) :  1  beg 
to  move  that  the  Nanjanad  Vellala  Bill  be  read  in  Council. 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (Dcvamom  Oonmmioner) :  I 
second  it. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  Sir,  1 
do  not  think  that  any  elaborate  statement  is  necessary  on  my  pari,  to 
explain  the  general  principles  of  the  Bill.  The  Nanjanad  Vellala  cum 
munity  had  been  long  agitating  for  legislation  regarding  succession, 
marriage  and.  divorce,  and  partition.  Ultimately  (-rovernment  appointed  . 
a  committee  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Narayana  Monon  and  a  BrtL, 
was  drafted  with  a  view  to  regulate  their  marriage  and  divorce  and  also, 
to  define  the  amount  of  Ukantudama  and  Nunkud-ma  to  which  tho 
widow  and  children  or  the  childless  widow  of  a  deceasediNanjanad  'Vellala 
male  are  respectively  entitled.  The  Bill  was  in  the  first  instance  restricted ' 
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to  these,  two  heads  about  which  alone  recommendation  was  made.  -  That 
recommendation  was  accepted  by  the  Government  and  the  Bill  was  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  Council.  It  was  referred,  to  a  Select  Committee  and  I 
believe  the  Select  Committee  also  submitted  a  report.  But  the  objec¬ 
tions  to:the  Bill  -were  very  great  on  the  ground  that  the  Bill  was  not  suf¬ 
ficiently  comprehensive,  inasmuch  as  it  failed  to  take  note  of  all  the 
requirements  of  the  community  and  therefore  that,  even  if  the  Bill  were 
passed,  the.  community  wTould  not  be  any  the  better.  Inasmuch  as  the 
volume  of  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  very  strong,  Government  resolved 
to  withdraw  the  Bill  and  introduce  a  more  comprehensive  measure  later 
on.  In  1920,  the  Bill,  was  withdrawn  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  take  evidence  about  the  customs  and  manners  of  the  Nanjanad  Vellalas 
and  that  committee  submitted  a  report.  The  committee  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  M.  Baja  Raja  Varma  and  included  some  of  the  members  of 
tire  Nanjanad  Vellala  Community.  It  is  a  matter  for  gratification  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  and  the  Draft  Bill  they  appended  were  unanimous 
and  that  there  was  no  .dissentient  note.  It  is  equally  creditable  to  find 
that,  even  after  the  publication  of  the  report  and  the  Draft  Bill,  no 
serious  opposition  has  been  received  from  the  members  of  the  com- 
nranity  excepting  a  petition  signed  by  about  3  or  4  people.  .Ex¬ 
cepting  that,  the  community  as  a  w'hole  seems  to  have  accepted  the 
report  and  the  Draft  Bill,  and  therefore  we  may  safely  take  it  that  the 
Draft  Bill  represents  the  opinion  of  the  community  and  safely  proceed 
upon  it.  _ 

The  main  changes  that  are  recommended  have  been  discussed  and 
detailed  in  the  report  itself  and  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary  at  all 
for  me  to  maae  any  lengthy  observations  thereon.  But  I  may  refer 
to  the  few'  important,  changes  that  have  been  made  in  the  Bill  with  re¬ 
ference  to  the  other  Marumakkat’.aya  Bibs,  namely  the  Nair  or  the 
Ezhava  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  stated  t"at,  though  ordinarily 
marriage  should  be  in  a  particular  form,  namely  the  ta*  Jkehu  form  or 
the  agnisalathi  form,  a  remarriage  can  take  place  in  ordinary  sam- 
bandham  form  between  a  widower  and  a  widow  only.  Both  the 
parties  should  have  already  been  marrie  u  once  and  such  marriage  should 
have  been  dissolved  either .  by  death  or  divorce.  That  is  one  of  the 
conditions.  Perhaps  that  may  be  a  matter  to  be  threshed  out  by 
the  Council  later  on  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  bills. 

Monogamy  is  to  be  enforced.  With  reference  to  divorce,  there 
seems  to  be  a  strong  opinion  in  the  community  that  divorce  should 
not  ordinarily  be  for  no  reason  whatsoever,  and,  therefore,  divorce 
is  proposed  to  be  for  specific  reasons.  I  daresay  my  friend  Mi.  Hooge- 
werf  would  be  gratified  to  see  that  such  a  restriction  is  imposed  o-<., 
Hihat  divorce  cannot  he  obtained  except  for  specific  reasons. 

The  next  point  of  difference  is  with  regard  to  individual  partition. 
Individual  partition  is  allowed  and  the  only  restriction  seems  U)  be  that 
during  the  life-time  o  the  mother  no  one  can;  claim  i.  dividual  partition, 
and  in  the  case  of  even  tarwad  property,  if  a  man  dies,  his  wife  and 
children  would  be  entitled  to  the  property  that  he -would-  have  oH-'med 
on  division  before  his  death,  ■  .  ' 
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These  are  some  of  the  main  points  on  which  a  deviation  has  been 
made.  I  believe,  the  Bill  will  in  general  be  acceptable  in  the  House. 

Mr.  M.  8TJBBAHMANYA  PILLAI  (Co-opted  Member) :  Sir,  I 
have  very  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  motion  for  accepting  the 

principle  of  the  Nanjanad  Vellala  Bill.  In  doing  so  1  1 . " . 

words  regarding  the  history  of  the  public  p 


lent  and  also  aim 


i  led  to 


M ilium  Popular 
of  the  Nanjanad 
t  of  partition  in 
e  President  of  the 


introduction  of  this  Bill  at  the  pm 
ciples  contained  in  the  Bill  itself, 

8o  early  as.  1088,  in  the  third  session  of  tin 
Assembly,  Mr.  P.  Madhavan  Pillai,  as  represenia 
Vellala  Association,  prayed  for  allowing  the 
the  Nanjanad  Vellala  Maru-nakkuthaya  u  families. 

Assembly  then  replied  that  the  matter  would  receive  mm  eonsiueraraon  at 
the  hands  of  Government,  if  a  proper  representation  was  made  by  the 
majority  of  the  people  likely  to  be  affected  by  the.  [imposed  measure.  As 
a  result  of  this  first  move,  a  petition  signed  by  about  1,(501.)  people  was 
presented  to  the  Government,  during  the  filth  session  of  the  Assembly, 
praying  for  the  enactment  of  a  legislation  for  regulating  the  system  of 
inheritance,  succession,  and  marriage  among  Nanjanad  Vellalas,  I  my¬ 
self  had  the  honour  of  presenting  that  petition  io  the  Government. 
Several  defects  on  these  points,  especially  the  changes  that  were  lining 
introduced  into  their  customary  law  by  civil  courts  against  the  wishes  of 
the  community,  and  by  a  simple  reference  to  the  laws  in  vogue  in  a  purely 
Marmnakkathmjmn  community,  were  pointed  out  in  that  memorial. 
They  loudly  complained  of  the  attitude  of  the  Travannoro  courts  in  ge¬ 
nerally  not  taking  into  consideration  the  peculiar  social  customs  ami 
manner's 'of  the  community  and  the  mixed  system  of  inheritance  follow¬ 
ed  by  them.'  With  a  view  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  Nanjunad  Vd- 
lala  community,  and  also  to  find  remedies  for  the  real  defects  pointed  out 
by  them,  Government  appointed  a  small  'committee  of  enquiry  with  Mr. 
Ii.  Narayana  Menon,  b.  a.  &  B-  m,  the  then  Dewan  Peishkar'of  Padma- 
nabhapuram,  as  convener.  Their  work  was  by  the  G.  0,  on  the  subject 
restricted  towards  enquiring  into  the  questions  of  divorce,  partition,  [lowers 
and  duties  of  kamnaoms,  ukantuJa  and  adoption.  The 

procedure  of  work  adopted  by  that  committee  was  quite  di  lie  rent  from 
that  adopted  by  similar  committees,  such  as  the  Nair  Committee  or  the 
Ezhava  Law  Committee,  as  they  did  not  resort  to  the  examination  of 
witnesses.  As  a  result  of  the  enquiries  conducted  by  them,  they 
recommended  legislation  on  divorce,  nankudwaa  and'  u km iwlama, 
and  adoption;  their  findings  were  against  any  change  in 
the  existing  law  regarding  the  powers  and  duties  of  hiramrans;  and 
they  reported  unfavourably  on  tile  question  of  partition.  As  a.  result  of 
the  committees  recommendations,  Government  introduced  a  Bill  in 

st.g«-  At  the  time  the  BjI;  «  modified  by  the  Select  CommSTtvS 
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actually  under  discussion,  as  a  result  of  public  agitation,  the  Council 
became  aware  of  the  inadequacy  •  of  the  Bill,  and  of  the  fact  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  had  been  narrowed  down  to  a  few  points  in  their 
social  customs,  and  that  nothing  short  of  a  comprehensive  Bill,  some¬ 
thing  like  the  the  Nair  Regulation,  would  satisfy  the  people,;  and 
with  a  view  to  re-introduce  such  an  enlarged  and  comprehensive  Bill, 
the  one  already  under  consideration  was,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Council,  withdrawn  by  the  Law  Member. 

.  The  community  still  continued  to  agitale;  and  finally,  as  a  result 
of  an  interpellation  in  the  Council  two  years  back,  the  Government 
again  appointed  a  stronger  committee,  of  enquiry,  with.  M.  R.  By. 
M.  Raja  Baja  Varma  Avargal.  m.  a.,  B.  l.,  as  its  President,  I  again  had 
the  privilege  of  working  on  that  committee. and  am  now  in.  a  position 
to  assure  this  House  that  the  committee  did  everything  in  their  power 
to  ascertain  the  real  wishes  of  the  people  ;  and  in  this  connection  I  wish 
to  express  the  thanks  of  the  community  to  the  President  for  the  interest 
he  took  on  behalf  of  the  community  in  the  midst  of  his  multifarious 
duties  as  Efficiency  Audit  Officer  and  the  President  of  the  Salaries  Com¬ 
mittee.  Though  at  the  time  of  Iris  appointment  fears  were  entertained  by 
avast  majority  of  the  people,  that,  as  the  kamuman  of  an  orthodox 
marmmkiiatli  ay  am  family,  he  was  likely  to  be  biassed  against  the  new' 
ideas  of  the  community,  his  honest  w’ork  and  impartial  and  unprejudiced 
judgment  have  won  for  him  the  good  opinion  of  the  community,  and 
they  are  now  under  a  deep  dobt  of  gratitude  to  him. 

The  report  submitted  by  this  committee  is,  perhaps,  iu  the  hands  of 
all  the  members  of  this  Council,  and  I  can  safely  assure  them  that  it  is, 
more  or  less,  a  true  statement  of  facts  and  of  the  views  expressed  by  the 
community  during  the  course  of  the  committee’s  enquiry. 

The  main  principles  underlying  this  .Bill  are:  (1)  the  granting  of 
the  right  of  individual  partition,  (2)  the  introduction  of  the  11  a.. haJm^atn 
system  of  inheritance,  and  (3)  the  enforcement  of  monogamy. 

Prom  a  perusal  of  the  committee’s  report,  the  members  ,  of  this  ' 
House  will  be  able  to  see  that  the  volume  of  opiniiu  in  the  community 
was  in  favour  of  partition  and  ti.at.Jcailixtyam,  so  much  so  that  this 
principle  may  safely  he  regarded,  as  having  been  accepted  by  the  com¬ 
munity.  There  is  nothing  in  this  to  be  surprised  at;  for  it  is  merely  a 
longing  to  regain  the  old  order  of  things,  when  even ..  ciruihaikkaiho/yees, 
pure  and  simple,  are  themselves  fighting  tooth  and  nail  to  cast  off  this 
unnatural  system  of  inheritance.  In  this  connection,  it  should  be 
specially  noted  that  Nanjanad  Vellalas  were  originally  maln.atJiayees; 
that  .in'their  social  customs  they  do  not  differ  much  from  their  ancestors 
of  the  ii,akkaaazhi  ;  and  that  tJiar&M  partition  and  individual  partition 
in  a  restricted  sense,  that  is  to  say,  when  there  are  only  males  of  .the  same 
grade  in  the  ianvad,  are  quite  common  among  them,  so  much  so  that 
the  existence  of  a  common  karanavan  m  a  colietaral  thaiazhi  is ’the  ex¬ 
ception  and  not  the  rule.  The  right  of  ui.aktudan,a  or  the  right  of 
partitioning  paternal  property,  and  the  right  of  nanfoidama  or  the  right 
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of  the  maintenance  of  the  childless  widow  fmm  her  husband's  tanrad 
property,  are  relics  of  their  former  mnkkathin/ani  system  of  inheritance. 
To  have  a  correct  idea  of  the  position  they  occupy  between  the  makhi - 
thayces  and  mwunmkhtthayecs,  I  shall  read  a  paragraph  from 
Mr.’Nrfrayana  Menon’s  report,  which  has  also  been  incorporal ed  in  the 
present  report.  It  reads  thus  : 

“When  tic  Naujauftiliins  booamn  innktoil  from  tlioir  kinsmen  Icvuml  the  UIi.iIm,  tliev 
teau  t»  nhaugo  their  aoeial  and  ikuHislk  oon.lUiou.  Their  iuherfcm.-e  l.,,ume  i„.,,lill.,i, 
thair  matrimonial  ideas  iilloi'od,  and  their  camo  Hl.ninf.nre  henuine  in  ennrse  nl'  time  mi 

iiitorest.ing  mcdl«v  'of.  Tamil  and  Mukyiikm  soouil  eliunietnri.Hie.H.  Thmi.  the  . .  mm- 

riaee  of.  the  Naujanad  Vrllala  is  purely  of  a  1’amli  typo  and  the  a . .  in  the  ounbnmlhim 

of  th  Mulayalooit,  Tin  law  of  iiiliumuueu,  «,  I'.ir  im  it  relalea  to  m«M  ■  ■  '  ' 


Sir,  while  listening  to  the  arguments  brought  forward  by  several 
members  of  this  House  in  support  of  the  principles  of  the  Nair  Bill.  I 
had  the  opportunity  to  hear  some  of  them  say  that  there  was  a  timo 
when  Nairs,  or.  for  that  matter,  all  the  pure  manmuikkirhayccs  only 
paid  occasional  visits  to  their  wives  in  their  houses,  and  that,  m  those 
times,  vvinmakkathanam  was  to  them  the  most  ideal  and  suitable 
system  of  inheritance.  But  the  Naujanad  Vellala  community  never 
had  such  an  experience  under  marumakka thtynm ;  on  the  other  hand, 
they  were  suffering  under  an  unwholesome  combination  of  the  two 
systems!  But  now,,  the  main  principles  on  which  this  ancient  law  was 
based  having  been  broken,  the  very  foundation  on  which  the  system 
rested  having  been  undermined,  the  fall  of  inarumuk  .a  Imi/am  is  not,  far 
off ;  and  I  hope  the  sister  communities  will  agree  in  joining  hands  with 
them  in  their  march  towards  the  common  goal  of  n.akkutluiyam.  f’ivil 
courts  have  paved  the  way  for  oiu- inarch  by  their  later  decisions  on 
suits  for  maintenance  by  se&hakarx.  They  have  managed  to  drive  the 
karanavans ,  the  once  ardent  defenders  of  inanwiakka thauun,  to  the 
necessity  of  joining  the  opposite  camps  and  working  for  ”lho’ sppod.v 
destruction  of  the  system  itself. 


With  regard  to  the  clause  dealing  with  partition,  I  have  a  word  to 
say  The  committee  recommended .  outright  individual  partition  and 
makka  hai/an.  -But  the.  learned  Law  Member  has  chosen  to  make  a 
material' alteration,  by  disallowing  partition  when  the  mother  is  alive. 
Personally,  I  am  in  favour  of  retaining  such,  a  condition,  though  with  a 
slight  alteration.  I  think  that,  with  the  consent  of -the  mother  and 
after  making  provision  for  her  maintenance,  the  children  should  have 
the  right  of  claiming  partition.  I  am  quite  conscious  that  I  differ  from 
the  recommendations  of  the  Naujanad  Vellala  Committee.  I  have  since 
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the  writing  of  the  Committee’s  Eeport,  bestowed  sufficient  thought  on 
the  question  and  have  satisfied  myself  that  a  sudden  and  convulsive 
change  in  social  matters  is  injurious  to  the  community.  I  take  it  that 
the.  educated  opinion  in  the  community,  as  received'  by  the  enquiry 
committee,  was  in  favour  of  such  a  procedure,  and  I  regard  that  opinion 
as  not  that  of  a  mere  negligible  minority.  I  also  think  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  opinion  in  favour  of  immediate  outright  partition' was,  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent,  arrived  at  by  the  enthusiastic  inspiration  from  a  few 
on  a  very  large  number  of  unthinking  minds. 

There  is  yet  another  reason  on  which  nry  opinion  is  mainly  based. 
A  inarmuikk-athaya  Vellula  male,  whether  he  be  a  karamvan  or 
seshakaraii;  generally  acquires  property  not  in  his  Own  name,  but  in  the 
name  of  his  wife  and  children.  This  will  invariably  be  found  to  be 
the  practice.  This  he  does  in  order  to  be  always  on  the  safer  side,  and  to 
avoid  the  unnatural  succession  stipulated  by  the  immmakhathayam  law, 
in  case  any  sudden  calamity  happens.  He  relies  on  the  affection  of 
his  wife  and  children  to  be  in  undisputed  enjoyment  of  his  acquisitions 
till  his  death,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  acquisitions  were  made  in 
favour  of  another  tarwad  to  which,  according  to  the  murumakkathayam 
law,  he  does  not  belong.  ■  When  once  acquired  in  this  manner,  the 
acquisitions  become  the  sub-tarwad  property  of  the  wife  and  children, 
in  the  devolution  of  which  he  is  not  concerned.  Most  of  the  sub- 
tarwads  will  have  at  least  some  such  property.  Now,  when  immediate 
individual  partition  is  allowed,  we  can  more  or  less  imagine  the  miser¬ 
able  condition  of  such  acquirers.  The  properties  mentioned  also  become 
divisible.  In  such  sub-tanoads  the  father  and  the.  mother  are  the  only 
two  unifying  forces,  and  I  think  at  least  one  of  them  should  be  given 
the  right  of  .deciding  whether  and  when  the  sub-tarwad  property  should 
be  divided  during  their  lifetime.  The  giving  of  such  a  right  to  the 
father  or  husband  as  the  case  may  be  is  out  of  the  question;  for,  the 
father  or  the  husband  has  no  locus  standi  so  far  as  the  particular  sub- 
tarwad  is  concerned.  This  is  one  of  the  main  reasons  that  weigh  with 
me  in  allowing  the  mother,  during  her  life-time,  the  right  of  deciding 
when  a  sub-tarwad  should  divide.  " 

I  hope,  every  time  a  partition  is  effected,  a  few  from  each  such 
family  will  he  liberated  from  the  purview  of  the  marumakkathayam 
law,  and  it  is  with  a  view'  to  hasten  the  transformation  that  I  have; 
suggested  the  grant  of  the  right  of  partition  even  during  the  life-time, 
of  the  mother,  provided  she  agrees  to  it.  c  .  V  -. 

Again,  with  regard .  to  the  method,  of  division,  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
opposition  in  the  community.  Division  of  the  tarwad  property' "equally 
among  all  the  member’s  of  the  tarwad  is  the  method  recommended  by  the 
committee  and  adopted,  by  the  mover  in  the  Bill.  This,  as 'far  as'  I  know,' 
is  going  to  be  opposed,  for  this  method  of  partition  is  a  new  method  so  far 
as  the  community  is  concerned.  ’Partition  is  common,  in  the  community, 
but  it  is  generally  effected  not  by  a  per  capita  division  among  all  the' 
members,  but  by  stirpes j  the  males  and  females  of  the  same  grade  taking 
equal  shares  irrespective  of  the  number  of  children  the  females  have  at. 
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the  time  of  partition.  The  children  of  a  male  are  now  entitled  to 
ukmtudama  from  their  father’s  tar-wad  property;  and  in  calculating 
that  share  only  male  members  of  the  same  grade  are  taken  into  account. 
The  majority  of  the  people  are  against  pet  capita  division,  because  they 
think  that  in  very  many  cases  the  per  capita  .share  of  a  man  may  go 
even  below  the  ukantuda  net,  stare  his  children  are  entitled  to  after  his 
death.  The  method  of  per  capita  division,  perhaps,  as  a  result  of  that 
makkathaya  Vellala  instinct,  is  foreign  to  their  notions  of  equity.  It 
is  true  they  are  for  partition,  but  not  for  equal  division  among  all  the 
members.  They  argue  now  that  by  «®o».iji4io  «ocoo  they  meant  that 
each  man  or  woman  should  get  h:s  or  her  share  with  a  view  to  adopt 
makkathayam.  They  say  that  they  did  not  moan  equal  division  among 
all  the  members  when  they  advocated  «©Q»  «ocdo,  and  that  they 
have  been  misunderstood  by  the  committee.  They  could  not  imagine 
how  a  karanaeaii  or  another  member  of  the  same  grade  with  him  could  , 
be  brought  to  the  same  category  as  his  great-grand-nephew,  perhaps  not 
even  six  months  old.  In  this  connection,  we  have  yet  another  point  to 
be  taken  into  consideration.  Nanjanad  Vellalas  are  not  purely  nut-ru- 
makkathayees.  Tlieir  system  of  inheritance  is.  a  combination  of  the 
systems  of  maltha,!  hay  am  and  marumakkathayam.  The  children  of 
-males  are,  as  such,  entitled  to  a  portion, of  the  tanead  property  of  the 
males  as  their  nephews  are.  Children  and  nephews  are  co-heirs  to  the 
tanmcl  property.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  method  of  division 
now  proposed  in  the  Bill  is  one  that  totally  ignores  the  claims,  already 
existing',  of  the  children  of  Nanjanad  Vellala  males,  and  as  such  cannot 
be  said  to  be  an  equitable  one.  So,  agreeably  to  the  conditions  now 
prevailing  among  Nanjanad  Vellalas,  the  method  of  partition  now  pro¬ 
posed  in  the  Bill  requires  alteration  ;  and  I  think  that,  on  the  death:  of 
a  mother  the  children,  both  males  and  females,  I  mean  members  of  the 
same  . grade,  should  have  the  right  of  dividing  the ■  tanvad  property 
equally  among  themselves  irrespective  of  the  number  of  children  each 
lias,  and  that  that  alone  will  be  an  equitable  method  of  partition.  If 
necessary,  I  have  personally  no  objection  to  treating  the  portion  thus 
dividedas  the  ancestral  property  of  the  male  or  female  and  restricting 
their  powers  of  free  alienation  in  the  case  of  those  who  have  children  as 
in  the  case  of  those  who  follow  makkathayavi  under .  the  Hindu  Law.. 
The  property  thus  divided  must  again  be  divisible  equally  among  their 
children  after  their  death. 

The  ..method  of  division  I  have  just  suggested  will  have  the  effect 
of  .immediately  removing  inarimcilckathayam,  instead  of  perpetuating 
it  as  contemplated  under  clause  11  of  the  Bill  that  disallows  partition 
when  the  mother  is  alive.  It  will  also  remove  the  fear  of  extreme  dis¬ 
integration  of. far  wad  property  generally  complained  of  and  .urged  as  an. 
argument  against  jeer  capita  division. 

The  Bill,  as  it  is,  by  proposing  per  capita  division  and  at  tho  same: 
time  disallowing  partition  during  the  life-time  of  the  mother,- 
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contemplates  perpetuating  manmakJtaihayam  side  by  side  with  mal >■- 
kathayam.  A  mother  is  going  to  have  two  kinds  of  properties— 
one,;  ,  her  separate  property  which  is  to  descend  according  to  mak- 
katliayani  with  shares  only  to  her  children,  and  the  other  tanmd 
property,  over  which  all  her  descendants  including  her  grandchildren 
have  a  right.  Under  such  circumstances  there  will-arise  a  necessity 
for  .  keeping  separate  accounts  showing  the  income  and  expenditure 
from  the  .-two  different  sets  of  properties.  Thus,  we  are  only  going  to. 
create  more  confusion  instead  of  simplifying  ,  succession.  ; 

Again,  according  to  the  proposal,  there  is  going  to  be  no  fixity  of 
shares.  Immediately  the  Bill  is  passed,'  there  is  going  to  be  a  rush  for 
partition.  Loss  of  a  day  may  tend  to  diminish  or  increase  the  share  of 
a  member  in  the  tarwad,  either  by  the  appearance  of  a  new  born,  or  by 
the  death  of  an  already  existing,  -  shareholder  in  the  tarwad,.  One  can¬ 
not  be  sure  how  many,  times  one  will  have  to  correct  the  plaint,  in  a 
partition  suit  before  it  is  finally  decided  by  the  High  Court.  - 

Again,  I  think  there  will  be  real  heart-burning  when  sisters  of  the 
same  grade  are  not  given  equal  shares.  According  to  the  proposal  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  Bill,  on  the  death  of  a  mother,  the  eldest  sister,  simply  because 
she  was  born  a  little  earlier  and  began  child-bearing  earlier,  is  going  to 
get  a  larger  share  on  the  partition  of  the  tarwad  property  than  her  unfor¬ 
tunate  younger  sister.  Burther,  if-dlie  younger  sister  is  still  unmarried, 
she  loses  the  right  of  getting  herself  married  at  the  cost  of  the  tarwad. 
This  appears  to  be  rather  a  punishment  for  not  being  sufficiently  brisk 
in  the  matter  of  child-bearing.  ;  .. 

Again,  I  have  a  very  serious  doubt  as  to  the  method  of  devolution 
of  property  obtained  by .  an  tinmarried  or  childless  w’.oman  as  her  share 
out  of  her  tarwad.  Is  it  going  to  be  her  separate  or  her  tarwad  pro¬ 
perty  ?  If  it  is  to  be  her  separate  property,-  it  will  devolve  only  upon 
her  children  after  her  death,  ,  and  her  .grandchildren  will  have  no  claim 
'over.  it.  She  will  also  have  full  rights  of  alienation  in  spite  of  children 
born  later  on.  Again,  if  it  is  going,  to  be  regarded  as  having  been  for 
some  time  her;  separate  property,  it  changes  into  tarwad  property  im¬ 
mediately  a  child  is  born  to  her.  I  cannot  imagine  how  the  community 
will  cherish  this  process,  of  converting :  property  .  that  Has  once  become 
makkathayam  again  into  manimakkathayam  property.  -  :  V:  \ 

I  have  only  pointed  out  the  above  to  show  some  of  the  serious 
difficulties  that  will  result  by  adopting  the  proposals  on  partition  as 
contained  in  the  Bill. 

I  also  beg  to  point  out  that  the  Bill,  as  it  is,  is  defective,  }n.  so  far 
as . it  does  hot- contain  a  part  defining  the  powers .  and'  duties  oi  kat  ana.- 
vans.  Section  11  of  the  Bill  contemplates. the  existence  of  maruinqkka- 
thayam  tancads  even  after:  the-  passing  of  this  Bill ;  and  as  such,  it  is 
necessary  to  add  another  part  to  the  Bill  defining  the  powers  and.  duties 
of  .the  hmanavan  in  the  management  of  tarwad  properties.: 

: :  \  The  next,  important  principle  involved  is  the  enforcement  of  mono¬ 
gamy  in  the  community.  As  for  my  part,  I  am  against  it,  I  have 
various  reasons  for  coming  to  that  conclusion, 
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First  of  all.  the  community  is  a  self-contained  one,  so  far  as  matri¬ 
mony  is  concerned.  They  have  no  matrimonial;  connections  with  any  oth'or 
community,  and  as  such  cannot  look  to  any  other  community  to  supply 
husbands  to  their  superfluous  women.  A  . reference  to  the  census  figures 
will  clearly  show  that  the  number  of  women  in  the  community  is  far 
larger  than  the  number  of  men..  To  save  the  community  from  the  scourge 
of  old  maids,  as  is  generally  found  among:  westerners  as  a  result  of  this 
social  custom,  is  my  reason  for  opposing  the  proposed  measure.  I.  am  of 
opinion  that  a.  restriction  of  the  proposed  kind  will  not  only  prove  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  community,  but  will  also  affect  the  morality  and  self-res¬ 
pect  of  the  community.  We  have  already  begun  to  feel  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  suitable  husbands  for  our  girls ;  and  where  available,  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  bridegrooms  have  of  late  begun  to  demand  high  prices  in  the 
shape  of  money  and  jewels  for  consenting  to  a  marriage  proposal.  The 
enactment-of  a  measure  of  the  kind  proposed  will  only  aggravate  the  situa¬ 
tion  and.  will  certainly  have,  the  effect  of  raising  such  prices  and  lead  to 
misery  and  unhappiness. in  Nanjanad  Yellala  homes.  We  have  heard  a 
good  deal  about  the  evils  of  the  dowry  system,  and  at  least  to  prevent 
the  evil  consequences  of  such  a  system,  the  custom,  as  it  now  stands, 
should  be  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed, 

Again,  if  monogamy  is.  enforced,  a  husband  has  to  divorce  his  un¬ 
fortunate  sickly  wife,  by  means  fair  or  foul,  even  though  they  are  pre¬ 
pared  and  willing  to. live  as  man  and  wife,  looking  after  the  welfare  of: 
each  other,  if  only  the  man  is  allowed  to  have  one  more  wife.  Divorces 
of  wives  on  account  of  incurable  diseases  or  barrenness  become  a 
necessity.  . 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {’Nominated) :  If  the  second  wife  is  also 
diseased,  can  he  have  a  third  wife  ora  fourth  wife  ?  (Laughter.) 

PRESIDENT  :  He  may  marry  any  .  number,  of  wives', 

•  MR.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Will  Mr,  Subrahmanya 
Pillai  allow  a  healthy  wife  to  divorce  an  unhealthy  husband  ?  *  : 

Mr.  M.  SUBRAHMANYA  PILLAI  (Co-opted  Member):  No; 
that  is  not  usual  in  the  country. ' 

Mr.  A,  HOOGEWERF  (dominated)  :  Will  it  not  give  rise  to  very 
unhealthy  children  ?  .  (Laughter-) 

Mr.  M.  SUBRAHMANYA  PILLAI  [Co-opted  Member):  Very, 
likely.  ■  .  / 

Cases  are  not:  rare  in  which  a  man  marries  once  again,  to  beget  a 
son  to  perform  his  obsequies  as -their  performance  is:  supposed  to  be  a- 
religious  necessity  for  obtaining. salvation, and  also  sometimes  to  provide 
a  person  to  look  after  not  only  himself  but  also  his  unfortunate  first  wife. 
The  enforcement  of  monogamy  has  the  tendency  of  driving  a  husband 
and  his  wife  to  seek  divorce  against  their  .wishes,,  and  that,  in  my  opi- 
mon,  is  quite  undesirable.  It  should  be  ohf  endeavour-  to  '  minimise  ,  the 
number  of  divorce  cases  and  thus  to  conserve  the.mdrality  and  self-res- 
pect  01  the  community*  . 
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Monogamy,  I  think,  is  a  purely  western  institution, 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  What  about  the  Brahmins? 

Mr.  M.  SUBRAHMANYA  PILLAI  (Co-opted  Member?)  .-  They  are 
having  polygamy. 

PRESIDENT :  He  wants  to  know  whether  Brahmins  usually 
have  only  one  wife.  (Laughter.)  ' 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBF.  (Nominated)  : ,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  the 
hack-door  wife  (laughter)  that  he .  might  have ;  I  am  only  speaking  of 
the  regular  wife. 

PRESIDENT :  '  MivSubrahmanya  Pillai  says  that  Brahmins  may 
have,  moie  than  one  legal  wife. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  I  want  to  know  wliat  the 
custom  is. 

MR.  M.  SUBRAHMANYA' PILLAI  (Co-opted  Member)  :  Brah¬ 
mins  are  allowed  polygamy;  they  can  marry  again  when  necessity 
arises. 

Mr,  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  ;  That  is  not  the  answer  to 
my  question. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  cannot  compel  him  to  answer ;  you  can  only 
put  a  question. 

MR.  M'.  ■'  SUBRAHMANYA  PILLAI  (Co-opted  Member)  : 
Monogamy,  I  /think,  is  a, purely  western  institution.  In  social  customs, 
there  "is  a  world .  of  difference  between  the  western  nations  and 
ohrselves.  There,  man  and  woman  select  their  life-companions  them¬ 
selves,  and  that  at  a  mature 'age.  But  the  conditions  here  are  qiiite 
different.  Coupling  here  is  effected  not  by  the  parties  themselves  but 
by  their  parents,  sometimes  on  other  considerations  also,  and  at  ’  a  ■  time 
when  the  parties  themselves  are  not  of  a  ripe  age  and  capable  of ‘'realis¬ 
ing  the  significance  ‘of  the  sacrament  of  marriage.  .  Again,  it  has  not 
been  sufficiently  proved  that  there  is  such  glaring  misuse  or  abuse  of 
the  custom  as  to  necessitate  a  change  of  the  proposed,  kind.  Even 
granting  that  there’ is  Some  abuse  of  the  custom,  I  am  of  opinion  that, 
by  making  marriages  legally  valid,  the  evils  will  be  minimised,  for  males 
then  become,  obliged  to  maintain  their  wives  and  children.  I  do  not 
also  find  sufficient  reason  to.  alienate  ourselves  still  further  from  other 
Hindus — especially  our  Vellala  brothers.  On  these  grounds,  I  am 
’  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  retention  of  the  institution  of  polygamy  will 
be  only  conducive  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  members,  of 
the  community. 

Another  provision  1  wish  to  take  objection  to  in  the  Bill  is  clause  4, 
‘As  is  evident  front  the.  Statement  of  Objects  and  Reasons, 'the  mover 
has  drafted  this  section  with  a  view  to  allow  the  re-marriage  of  ,  a  male  or 
female  only  with  a  widow  or  a  widower  as  the  case  may  be.  Before  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  deal  with  that  view  of  the  question,  I  beg  to  point  out  that 
the  Law  Member  has  failed  to  convey  in  the  section  his  idea  as  pointed 
out  by  him.  Section  4  is  merely  a  permissive  one,,  and  simply  permits 
the  f  e-marriage  of  a  widower- with  a  widow  through  the -process  of 
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sambandlia,;n  ceremony  to  be  regarded  as  a  legally  valid  marriage.  It 
dues  not.  disallow  the  marriage  of  a  widower  with  a  virgin,  or  that  of 
a  bachelor  with  a  widow,  though  such  a  course  was  proposed  by  the 
Nanjanad  Vellala  Committee,  and  meant  to  be  adopted  by  the  mover. 
This  on  the  part  of  the  mover  may  be  an  oversight  and  capable  of  being 
corrected  at  a  later  stage  of  the  Bill.  But,  as  for  the  proposal  itself,  m., 
that  marriages  between  widowers  and  widows  only  should  above  be 
recognised  valid  marriages,  I  have  got  the  strongest  objection.  This  is  a 
point  on  which  I  myself  dissented  from  the  opinion  of  my  colleagues  on 
the  Nanjanad  Vellala  Committee.  The  conimunity  never  wanted  such  a 
restriction.  Evidence  on  this  point  was  neither  sought  nor  volunteered. 
Such  a  contingency  was  never  anticipated  by  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  itself,  till  the  whole  evidence  was  collected.  The  question 
developed  at  a  later  stage,  at  the  time  of  writing  the  report  I  can 
boldly  assert  here  that  not  a  single  individual  gave  evidence  to  show  t 
that  he  wished  to  invalidate  marriages  between  widowers  and  virgins,  or  ' 
marriages  between  bachelors  and  widows,  As  far  as  I  recollect,  the 
evidence  collected  only  tended  to  show  .that  the  first  marriage  of  a 
woman  must  always  he  Agnisahshi -Vivaha  of  the  Pandi  type,  and 
that  the  second  marriage  of  a  woman  must  always  be  the  S'fhbancl- 
ha,  Visalia,  of  the  Malaya! am  type.  They  were  for  allowing  any  kind 
of  .fifst  marriage  for  a  male,  whether  bachelor  or  widower.  The  custom  of 
males  marrying,  virgins,  or  widows  as  they  pleased  was  taken  for  grant¬ 
ed  ;  the  Committee  never  thought  of  questioning  the  witnesses  on  that 
point;  and  the  members  of  the  conimunity  never  volunteered  to  suggest 
a  change  of  this  custom.  There  are  any  number  of  cases  in  which 
bachelors  have  married  widows  through  the.  recognised  simbandham 
ceremony  and  widowers  married  virgins  through  the  Agnisakuhi-Vivaha 
ceremony ;  courts  of  law  have.recognised  such  marriages,  and  decreed 
Nanhudama-&n<\  pkmp.S!a,im rights  to'snch.  wives  and  children;  and 
the  community  itself  has  placed  no  odium  on  the  contracting  of  such 
.alliances.;.  1  am  myself,  surprised  at.  the  majority  ©pinion  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  and  it  has  also  raised  a  commotion  among  the  members  of  the 
community.  A  Widower  or  widow  should  have  the. .freedom  of  chposiug 
a  virgin  or  a  bachelor  as  the  case  may  bo.  Custom  permits  it,  courts  of 
law  recognise  it,  and  the  community  does  not  wish  for  a  change.  I 
strongly  object  to  the  inclusion  of  a  provision  in  the  Bill  as  suggested  by 
the  Nanjanad  Vellala  Committee  behind  the  back  of  the  community 
itself, 

I  do  not  propose  to  go  into -the  minor  details  of  the  Bill.  Difference 
of  opinion  in:  matters  of  detail, is  . inevitable  in  social  legislation.  Thero 
is,  as  is  always  the_ case,  a  goQcl  dual of; difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to 
minor  details,  but  the  community  rests  its; -confidence  upon  the  good 
sense  of  the  House  to  get  through  all  difficulties.  :  .  , 

A  perusal  of  the  Bill  will  clearly  show  that,  •  while  .attempting  to 
convert  the  community -into  a  makhtthai/am  one,  the  chief  defects 
complained  of  in  the  Hindu  Law  are  also  proposed  to  be  eliminated. 
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The  Bill  allows  widow  re-marriage,  divorce  on  merit  in  certain  extreme 
cases,  and  equal  rights  of  makkathayan  inheritance  to  children  ■  both 
male  and  female.  At  the  same  time,  the  Bill  attempts  at  removing  the 
inherent  evils  of  /narumakkathayam,  viz.,  loose  marriage  ties  and  free 
divorce. 

The  introduction  of  this  Bill  at  this  moment  is,  I  think,  quite 
opportune; for,  the  Nair  Bill  and  the  Ezhava  Bill,  more  or  less  indentical 
ones,  are  now  under  the  consideration  of  this  Council,  and  the  benefits, 
of  the  hot  discussion  of  the  members  over  the  provisions  of  those  two 
Bills  will  be  of  much  use  in  the  consideration  ,  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill  also.  I  beg  to  add,  Sir,  that  this  Bill  does  not  propose  to  trespass 
into  the  personal  rights  of  other  communities  as  alleged  in  certain 
quarters  against  the  Nair  Begulation  Amendment  Bill  introduced  by  my 
friend,  the  late  lamented  Mr.  K.  P.  Baman  Pillai.  I  appeal  to  the 
members  of  this  House,  both  makkathayees  and  marwmakkathayees  -to 
grant  the  measure  the  benefit  of  mature  consideration  and  to  help  to  carry 
fjie  Bill  through  all  its  stages  and  thus  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  this  small 
but  important  community  in  the  State,  the  members  of  which,  out  of 
loyalty  to  their  Sovereign  and  out  of  love  to  their  brother  citizens, 
separated  once  in  a  body  out  of  their  ancestral  community  and  adopted 
the  social  customs  and  rights  of  inheritance  followed  in  the  land  of  thcir 
adoption. 

Though  I  have  differed  in  respect  of  Some  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill,  the  main  principle  , of  the- Bill,  as  a.  whole,  I  accept ;  and  I  therefore 
support  the  motion. 

Before  resuming  iiiy  seat,  1  would  request  the  President  to  accept  a 
petition  signed  by  Mr.  C.  Sadasivan  Pillai  L.  A.,  Kaimood  House,  Maveli-. 
kara,  who  is  also  the.  manager  of  the  office  of  the  Director  of  Public 
Instruction.  It  is  almost  a  protest  against  the  granting  of  partition, 
whether  'individual  or  tJiaoasJii.  .As  it  is  voluminous,  I  do  not  mean 
to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  by  reading  it.  '  I  only  present  the 
petition  to  the  Council  for  its  acceptance. 

Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  '(dgastisvavam)  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  support 
the  principle  of  the  Bill.  This  Bill,  Sir,  is  intended  to  serve  a  large 
number  of.  my.  constituents  whom  I  have  the  privilege  to  represent  in 
this  Council. 

The  .  necessity  for  social  legislation  for  the  Nanjanad  Yellatas 
has  been  felt  very  keenly  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 

I  have  been  moving  on  the  very  best  of  terms  with  a  good 
many  members  of  prominent  Nanjanad  Veliala  tancads  during  this 
period  and  have  had  occasion  to  observe  their  difficulties,- anxieties  and 
aspirations.  Even  in  remote  days,  the  seeds  of  future  troubles  for  Scslm- 
.  kars  and  junior  members  were  being  sown,  and  their  position .  was  be¬ 
coming  more  and  more  unenviable  as  years  advanced,  :  Many  of  the  ‘ 
junior  members:  were  at  their  Wit’s  end  to  get  a  living,  though- the 
tanoach '.to  which  they  belonged  were  immensely  rich  and  influential. 
The  impetus  to  education  and  industry  was  therefore  lacking  and  the  " 
litigation  which  arose  out  of  these  inconveniences  and  discomforts  told 
heavily  on  the  material  position  and  on  the  harmonious  working  of 
the  community, 
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At  this  time  of  the  day,  it  is  superfluous'  and  unnecessary  to  make 
out  a  case  for  social  legislation.  No  society  need  fight  shy  of  legislation’ 
This  Council  has  been  responding  to  the  call  of  duty  in  correcting  the 
anomalies  that  have  crept  into  the  body  politic  of  several  societies,. 
Not  to  speak  of  the  Ezitava  or  Na'ir  Bill,  we  have  got  the  example  of  the 
distinguished  President  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  the  Imperial  Legis¬ 
lative  Assembly  introducing^  Bill  to  effect  certain  changes  in  the  existing 
Hindu  Law  in  consonance  with  the  advancing  tide  of  the  times.  The 
character  of  human  beings  is  generally  influenced  by  their  surroundings 
and  the  duty  of  the  legislature  is  to  take  note  of  the  changes  that 
generally  creep  into  societies  and  to  remedy  the  evils,  if  any,  that  Call 
for  rectification.  In  view  of  the  present  position  of  the  younger  genera-  ’ 
tioninthe  Nanjanad  Vellala  community,  certain  material  alterations  are, 
of  course,  necessary  to  suit  modern  requirements. 

It  was  about  a  decade  and  a  half  ago  that  the  first  demand  was 
made  for  social  legislation  for  Nanjinad  Yellalas  in  this  very  hall  when'' 
the  Assembly  was  in  session.  In  response  to  the  popular  request,  a 
Bill  was  introduced  in  1090.  In  the  mean  to  me  the  advanced  section 
of  the  community,  awakened  to  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility  by  the 
vigorous  and  sincere  agitation  of  some  educated  enthusiasts,  represente'd . 
that  that.  Bill  was  not  sufficiently  progressive.  The  Bill  was, '  I  think, , 
dropped  in  1091,  on  the  understanding  that  another  enlarged  and  modi¬ 
fied  Bill  would  be  brought  in  .as  soon  as  possible.  The  Nanjanad  . 
“Vellala.  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  ascertain  the  real  wishes, 
of  the  people,  for  what  might  have  satisfied  the' people  in  1085  might, 
fall  short  of  their  real  wishes' later  on,  I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  the 
.:Jbhne  of  this  august  Council  by  referring  to  the  case  law  on  the  subject. 
The.  community  felt  aggrieved  at  certain  decisions  which,  they  thought, 
were  based  on  the  impression  that  the  Nanjanad  Vellalas  are  a  pure  , 
imruiMikkathaya-m  community..  The  existence  of  the.rights  of  W<qn~ '■> 
tuciamq  and  Naukndania  is  inconsistent  with  manmqlckqtlimjim  law.  ; 
l'rom  1070  onwards,  the  NahjanM  Vellalais  have  been  protesting 
Strongly1  that  they  are  not  ikaminakkuthaijoes,  pure  and  simple,  - 
and  thateven  to  the  extent  that  they  are  marmnakkathaym  they  have-- 
becoma  so  on’,  account  of  certain  exigencies  of  political  circumstan- 
oes.  They  were  no  doubt  originally  iiidkkcUhaijccs  governed  by  ' 
Hindu  -Law,  They  cannot,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  rnanmahka- 
tlimjees -to  a  greater  extent  than  is  necessitated  by  custom..  ButJ: 
judicial  decisions  have  created  a  'gulf  between  their  laws  arid  their  social.’^ 
usages.;  In  the  interest  of  their  communal  and  individual  welfare,. it  is  | 
necessary  to  bridge  this  gulf  by.  adequate  legislation..  The  eommimity4 
therefore  desired,  though  not  unanimously,  that  the  right  of  ’ndividual.:4» 
partition  must  be  allowed,  that.,  nitikkatlwi/ain  should  be  ihtrodncedji 
and  that  divorce  might  be  granted,  by  courts  for  sufficient  reasons  sucbff 
as  incapacity  for  sexual  felicity,  incurable  diseases,  adultery,  etc. :  :I(|| 
was  at  this  stage  that  the  committee  was  set  to  work  and  the  present# 
“Bill  is  its  result,  '"  > 
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It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  at  any  length  upon  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  which  will  have  to  be  duly  considered  later  on.  But  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  mention  here  certain  important  points  which  should  receive 
the  kind  consideration  of  the  Select  Committee.  As  regards  marriage, 
perfect  freedom  of  choice,  both  for  a  widow  and  a  widower,  in  the  matter 
of  sdmbanclham  or  marriage,  should  not  be  interfered  with  unless  there 
is  adequate  justification  compled  with  real  necessity.  Marriage  should 
be  declared  legal  for  all  purposes.  A  clear  provision  should  be  made  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  a  minor  girl  in  case  she  is  married  by  a  man 
without  the  consent  of  her  guardian.  The  provisions  regarding  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  marriage,  succession  and  partition  of  property  require  some  con¬ 
sideration.  Divorce  should  be  restricted  and  made  possible  only  under 
exceptional  circumstances.  Only  then  can  you  be  sure  of  monogamy 
which  Mr.  Hoogewerf  so  much  desires  to  have.  This  is  the  watchword 
given  to  the  Nair  community  by  my  learned  friend  Mr,  Subba  Aiyar 
when  the  Nair  Bill  was  being  discussed  within  this  ball.  And  I  would  , 
even  go  a  step  further  and  say,  on  the  assertion  made  to  me  by  many  of 
the  most  learned  and  respectable  members  of  the  Vellala  community: — 
(the  notes  written  in  the  handwriting  of  one  of  them  I  have  with  me 
now) — that  the  State  should  have  some  special  control  over  this  import¬ 
ant  matter.  Mr.  M.  Subrahmanya  Pillai  of  Term',  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
is  advocating  polygamy.  For  the  information  .  of  the  House  ,  and  for 
the  satisfaction  of  my  friend  -  Mr.  Hoogewerf,  I.  shall  read.  what  Mr. 
Azhakappa  Pillai,  a  graduate-in-iaw  and  one  of  the  foremost,  members  of 
the  community,  has  written  regarding  this 

By  nuitml  consent  evidenced  by  a  retjhUrecl document. — Three  of  the  five  'members  : 
of  the  committee,  are  against  this  provision  as  a  means  of  obtaining  divorce,  Ifcis  there¬ 
fore  em'ious  that  this  should  have  become  a  provision  in  the  . Bill  recommended  by  the. 
committee.  '.  ....  .  ' 

The  statement  or  argument  in  the  report  that  the  majority  of  witnesses  require  mutual 
consent  as  a  ground  does  not  ai>pear  to  be  correct.-  Their,  analysis  of  tire  evidence  on  this 
point  is  not  convincing.  For,  of  the  300  witnesses  examined,  they  account,  for  only  189  - 
and  they  do  not  say  what  Hie  views  of  .theirest  of  ..the  witnesses  are.  The  matter  for .. 
consideration,  however,  is  much  more. than  merely  to  ascertain  the  view.,  of  the  majority 
number  of  the.  witnesses.  The  minority  members  of  the  committee  who  would  have  their, 
vieiv  predominate,  over  the  view  of  their  majority  colleagues  would  argue  no  further  Ilian 
thata  largo  -number  of  witnesses  supported  them.  The  witnesses  cannot,  in  ‘the  . 
nature  of  things,  breach  one  of  them  a  jurist  and  a  legislator-  It  might  have  been  well, 
therefore,  if  the  minority  had  defended  their  position  by  stating  reasons.  ;■/ 

The  real  questio  n  seems  to  bp  rather  whether  there  is  imt  a  principle  and  a  justify-  - 
cation  in  determining  the  adequacy  and. suitability  of  the  provisions  for  divorce  in  a  parti¬ 
cular- society.  If  there  is  a  justification  in  restraining  absolute:  freedom ;of  divorce  even 
by  such  provisions,  gs  the  one  which  insists  on  dissolution  by  decrees  of;  courts -in  payment,' 
of  compensation  without  going  into  tho  propriety  of  the  grounds,  is  there  not  agaiq  av 
justification  beyond  the  opinion  of  witnesses  in  going  further  and  saying  ftmt\it  fa  npt'  . 
enough  if  the  court  decrees  dissolution  automatically  in  payment  of  Compensation?  Biit- 
divorce  should  be'  granted  only  upon  proper  grounds  and  the  court  should  decree  dissolu¬ 
tion  only'  upon  the  proof  of  the  existence  of  such:  proper-grounds.  If  there  bo  one',  upon 
the  sasqe  rests  the  view  that  mutual  consent  should  not  he  the  ground  for  divorce.  '  - 

Mutual,  consent  seoms  to  go  well  along,  with  the  provision  to  pass  a  decree  in  pay-  ' 
ment  of  compensation  as  its  natural  twin-brother  1 .  Iu  either  of  them,  there  is  no  whispSr  - 
about  grotinds.  -  The  matte?.,  is  a  matter  i  forisettleirient  .  between  the  pai'ties  themaeives.- 
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Whether  thoy  will  separate  or  not,  for  what  reason  they  oan  separate— upon  those  quia.: 
tions  no  third  party  has  any  say  whatever.  But  under  the  system  where,  divorce  is 
allowed  only  upon  slated  grounds,  tho  whole  position  is  different.  The  stated  grounds 
aro  independent  of  the  wishes  of  tho  parties.  Thoy  emanate  from  and  depend  for  their:, 
being  on  a  third  party,  namlcy  tho  society  or  the  State.  Tho  State  might  well  say  “na  . 
divorce  whatever  under  any  circumstance  or  on  any.  ground, ”as  it  has  said  in  Hindu 
Law  and  tho  Catholic  Christian  law.  Or  it  might  desoend  a  stop  lower  down  and  say 
‘divorce  upon-  proper  grounds’  as  is  the  case  with  most  of  the  Protestant  Christiana. 
Why  and  how  it  says  so  or  whether  it  oan  say  one  thing  at  one  place  and  another  thing  at 
another  place  is  a  different  question..  The  present  point  is  that,  in  the  system  of  divorce 
upon:  proper’ -grounds,  it  is  tho  Stale  or  tho  sooiety  that  states  and  maintains  the  grounds 
'and not  tho  parties  to  a  particular  marriage.  The  virtue  and  essence  of  this  system  consist 
therefore  in  tho  fact  of  the  sooiety  so  stating:  the  grounds  and  maintaining  them  and  in 
putting  it  altogether  beyond  the  power  of  the  parties  to  a  marriage  to  agrao  with  each 
other  to  separate  without  satisfying  tho  grounds  maintained  by  tho  State  independently 
of  their  wishes.  Hence  the  system  of  proper  grounds  is  a-  denial  (if  and  an. antithesis  to 
divoreo  by  mutual  consent.  .■  ■  :„'- 

What:-is  the  justification  hero  for  the  system  of  proper  grounds  in  preference to 
the  system- of  (compensation?  ;It  is  this:  that  in  tltis  society  legal  marriage  has  been  in  : 
existence  from  immemorial  times,  that  tho  marriage  bond  is  stronger  and  that  it  requires 
to  be  protected  by  stricter  provisions  for  divorce.  And  what  other  meaning  to  as-, 
oribe  to  tho  whole  lot  of  the  witnesses  persistently  insisting  on  not  allowing  divorce  except 
upon  proper  grounds  ? 

And  again,  if  tho  parties  can  separate  merely  by  their  agreeing  with  eaohother  io  : 
do  so  for  any  reason  or  for  no  reason,  then,  what  reason  or  justification  oan  there  be  for 
the, position  that  if  they  do  not  agree. the  fixed  grounds  are  to  be.  insisted  bn?  In  other 
words,  why  should  they  not  get  divorced  on  any  ground?  ..That  marriage  is.  an  affair 
between  the  two  contracting  parties  alone  is  a  pure  and  simple  nc-gatiou  of  all.  marriage. 
The  fear  of  washing  dirty  linen  before  the  public  is  also'  given  a  quietus  to  by  the  report' 
as  well  as  by  tho  Bill.  Tho  policy  which  holds  up  tho  system  of  proper  grounds  cannot : : 
surrender  the  whole  of  its: soul  and  be  reduced  into  a  vacuum  of  nothingness  whenever- 
there  appears  what  is  called  mutual  consent  of  parties, 

:  : ;  As  regards  partition,  I  find  that  tho  opinion  of '  the,  community  is 
sharply  divided,  one  advocating,  partition  individual  and  equal :.  for  all  the 
members  of  the  tanoai  and  the  other  advocating  partition  equal  only  for 
brothers -and  .sisters — whether  they  have  children  or  not  and  whatever’  ■ 
be  the  number  of  their  children-in  other  words,  branch-partition  accom¬ 
panied  later  on  by  individual  equal  partition  among  the  children  of  the 
respective  branches.  Further,  a  very  large(  section  of  the'  community  • 
feels  that  absolute  disallowance  of  partition  during  the  lifetime  of  the 
mother- would  only  aggravate  the  evils  already  existing  in  the  community, 
and  that  partition  should  be.  allowed  at  least  when  the  mother  consents 
to  do  so  and  on  making  a  suitable  provision  for  the  mother:  The  most: 
equitable  and  best  provision  for  the  present  generation  both  young  and- 
old  should  first  be  made.  These  are  things  that  have  to  be  dealt  with. . 
in  the  Select  Committee.  '  :.7.V  L  ; 

As  one  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  as  one  i 
representing  a  taluk  in  which  they  figure  prominently,.  I  beg  to  support 1 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  and  hope  it  will  be  passed  into  law  as  early  as,i 
possible.  I  beg  to  submit  that  delay  in  the  matter  will  result  in  gret^.'i 
loss  to  the  community.  Already  there  is  considerable  dissatisfactidT-' 
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that  there  has  been  so  much  delay,  I  earnestly  appeal  on  behalf  of  my 
electorate  to  expedite  this  legislation,  The  House  will  be  aware  that  the 
first  Bill  was  introduced  in  1090  and  it  is  not  in  the  Statute  Book  for 
no  faulty!  think,  of  the  community.  -  I  hope  the  learned  Law  Member, 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  will  ere  long  send  it  forth,  to  the  community  with  his 
usual  blessings  of  a  godfather. 

Sir,  I  beg  to  present  to  the  Council  two  petitions  which  my  Yellala 
brethren  wanted  me  to  present  to  the  Council. 

.  Mb.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBABATANU  PILL  AT.  (Torah  cum 
Kalkvlam)  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  support  the  hill 

Q^ai&reiinrwjrnQiu  ersb&gfysni—tu  T-aaQstritt'sorih 
Ln&aenajijS  egh&njrikiasir,  s/«  «(&/;. £0  ar/BuilqujAQCB  *tLt—Qu,tr 

tD0u>««sirsiii$?  &}<*,&  ^)j'6otj®£o  37,(15  atysm Qmtu>r. sit &  Quit 

(njfcfsiuQ lht/uat l-l- nr  sreitujji  sp.v,eur  Q*tret<i8hujftitrQai«fo,f.!ij  sstrfitu 
LcsdSiU  Q)d>srr«mp<ptr4r,  (gfrau  uQua<rmLt—j$£tu>  8mrrtl.<$*ty>i8 
&tGu>  0r/w*g5«o.i_«.  QutQggilp  Qt//r0(®5«i  eS’^auGurB&iflm. 
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GarQt—jtS  ‘(Qwi9QiuiBr-3=eo  ut—'sntr?  Qpps&iU  uir 

s&a8biruuq.jBjR uutti,uusu(w>k(ai  ®m(&,  .«ffar®@u>, 

67£7i(GnjiS!i>i_iu  Qurr^^piMirssr  & 

tl.L-.di  spsstjpi  <^s§sr(Slu®h'asisfl/& pm&t  ffrKisEjmmL—uj  m-sip.L-'ii  ndsftQiueiitXiir 
u>  i8eu/rr&!8Q&iu£i  pjrQwiihnQQmffrupir#  Q/xsr(n?sii&i  tSitfsovstimiu  qp 
'jsQet  U). i_£«rfiersoiru>«r  (tpmp>i8L.@&Qar«iii(bi  .  &(n)S>G(v?u>'  eim&srr 
utri@ius(^sst/DisSli§a)Qeoir,  QsuQp  ;  smt  arsmst  ®r mseir  e®0uu 

Lnnmgi  §)sk£shLh  'iBss>pQeu/£ls:sr  ptrateBatlki,* 

1910-ai^S  «U($6p.  sj$S»  ars.'FfsyjffiHm'u  .gffjToaffli,  euLp&eii-smr, 

&L-£it&)a®r  (LpgeShusupsmp  ®0yrP,@js  eBjftnrSesstG&iu  plu'-oumr ijL® 

mtaFutSH^autf-Vita  gs®  euiStLif. .  <srpu(&ppijLiL-t-jg!.  '  Mi-sis 
udSily.  Qib&njrsdr  :Qpar(V)&  atrirsaur  su.r  aiznr&G  eii  «9(yg! purs  sir.  §ft 
enwitek  etiiMiruiSj&p;  jSuGuiurll&ni—mr^  iSfk  Si  uu^sQpuiirfnr  4j)@  &»pLJ 
,<B&Sr'  jy&are&jsfijes  ufipSemssor  Qpsoi&s&stju*  iSla  esossAa  sir  (tpsouass 
@/&  Qsusrfvau/s^^jaRsr®.  .  ««w_Siuir®»  ®u3tjr®j  .g&tip  tSMy 
>'#* ©u9(ti}&@& . gf  thnr  «8j  musouiutu^oiikQee  *S\t6p  isuLStlts-iusSedr jS 
uQuiririLfpi—  ^piruisiirs  entupgi  sOcBjrswi©  s r(y>f8«sr  aj0  i9<m& 

1913-ai,£j  o»0«^j8&  «ij.asr  #ili_  ,^33  jrraiSQirasir.,- ^.jy 

ipi94o  enieinunjirjrirei)  jypbS!a/nr&  Q&iLiUljulLG)  Qsttsdmu.&thi8 ilty-tuufl 
L~d>  gtut-l^smuutlt—jgi,  egsznk-zftr  Jjsudi/fmit&r  .  t9eo  3=C-t— 

aj0a;^@l)  lutrQpir^  issstmisaiLjCa  .  *- 

earirfiiji  Jy&p  i5  si)  spjy;  sir  err  0  pp  vi^w.p  -x&srG.j  f  «»a)  .r  A.  «T@^^forr- 
a«i/.rsSrOtos5r2?.P/_iI  mjsus'-Gs--aj  Q sir-den-. arr..  ^,55^9  a;  1920.' 

«iSr«w©'^ti  «.'qt«w  su'aauaSa)  jy®#  .i9&  .  t9iSrsu«SiaC/utl  t--M,  . 

.;  Jj^sisr  iSssrsaiu-T  uipmuep  _  ‘<f  tli— 10  (?ajscr©m  9L.i-.tk  Qwmt(B&'  ' 
Qpm (DtBi—^Q^irL—iBiQQ^iaL  tSir^ireiosiau  QiateLj-T&gir  ^peomir,' 
«®/ii  Q^BihpgiikGl4iireiittQi~.ir&,.  .-PlliLi  f&xt--  (Stt»iiii4esnr«Q&rtm<BiA ' 
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fl-i 

[Me.  rP.  M.  Chidambavatann  Pillai.] 

Qa&reBQ mtl.sarQ&trsiG^jtii.  ‘jy(tgpiS!m3sirprs'&i  uirsO(p\tf-&,ra^Qirissrp 
utpQatriJ}  QumirQ  lnaySm'tQiiui ?  mrmaiwr  0Mgem>uutmms£im  utu@ 

«  lisibgji  <s.t  0.633JIU  ■ssunrertnQtbekiVj-it'  1921*a>  ■aitiu.8C.tp. 

QiutTSSrjpi  {JiLziTsir  /irgi  it^eutrumr  pdiosmtcuSesr  arpu 

(8 p,@ ppmpnissk .  jsyplsu  mstx&STwIra^evi-iuequi  ^ssri^aaitrs^ 

■oTd.~iu3>iih  iSlj-'pl/Spasyr  Qui&Lj/r&ar/r -3  <§)(t§ip®srt'r--  ^sufr&etFleo  ieitM v 
the j>0  -attamsp  QibOtuaim  ,|§)0/*3i*«§r.  jjfrep  Aeu>iA  dtpur*  amfr 

:'.£it9jip  flu's u n  irC.mt-.it.iu>  iStom/a  pfipdlQm  £if  toir«r  ■m-uwtutuirtai 
■s&r  ■iShrSbprt.i  tSi»  pu-iiur  Q.iriu|0(g«S<g?/r«OT\  |§^ije»i_®Sii9©«(g& 
QLi(afu>uirjjg&>  m&3m  Q isir»api^p^U)  eBfyuupijBjp  ■ 
"i-'ajii  jf£pi0L.9Vtmsiir*!D-siisQent  «r«§ru1S<§>  tutr&&'  ap.iQ.padSeosso...  Qp 
9 <s»  ur«sw«fl«  wiL(B&  Beo  9/r  ^(t^ppmmstr  ^rnQmQui&rpQprtehjp . 
■Qpjp.  (Smoakd  sat8tl.tp.tt9eo  mtf) uu®ppi sl 

ip-tusmit&'JsiriiJnii. 

j^pevireii  @i)ip  95ff»3stf ...  ■rstnuituur  JjsiSattjnh  Q.'ftutuQetimriB&igp 
lSx  JsjeuStudu  (tfissrqtfs u-gp  i9nG0rr&sa>u  Qptrii.®  15  <^ya)a)^  lf>  eu 

^mjkstreiuuTiB  rijj—aaats.b  Qf  e<n ptt9u_®eG sit estnQeuQ^Lo  srist^ ®5^0  £§) 
eStutreugi  tspannvt%  $s@-irut  i9p&mQtiutm(BQat-(srgit. 

Qpm.  ermfuQettjif^  stip&t _  afzvpu9,L..pQptri—  taSesr  tmtutr  eQmwpsfr 
' ';.  *^«0.',W<u/r  Qp(^Qeie>/,&i' '  ur/Duil©  jfgg  utpS,  '.£luQuit(ipgr.8 
-..  r0!0^^'&  jt}intL..!uQiidds!^.iu  .  S^nS&t'th  etne&sBL.L-gr.  mtfaa'ek  •$) 
cst^iuld  u>0'to«« ■  gu&*i&£»  ■&&&  ^peotrio  Jj) 

.'.~ip-  i9eo8s?,  Qeuekst(&tb-9ir$t<igpgma,-9ti  Q&m ah-q.u.1  GrgSlirpIglth  ail.. 
t~.tr, tr $uu'ser.yTS-u-. p pr'Q m^QjQ.tii-m j)/  tF.&nuit.tirirh—th  QeuemQ&Q ff.trmr 
isiTjS*-??  Qpm, 

■-.  U.T  titi.  ' 

itt'j^ta&psirivtfi  &Q/:p:riLi,ij3&'>  uj stii  Qgtaajpp^  ^-L.l.l8 eoeo rretnUt 
iuir!c'Jg$id>  ^Laippu&jmr  j-xa  'unsBt  Qif  tu jgisn^Qp^i  aifpiadi.  '  Jypj f 
.  ai^sr,  tfiT-SffiSjtcto  .^rrajisui^/us-aa^ic.  '^/oureui  Q^ar 
&£iudi‘2uirQ'sc  ni..i^eti^iippi, 

pUsomstfi  (cis/«>'!Wj@?)  .%msfi‘p£r.  urnGta  iekm,im  psrmah.ip.mgji, 

(Lpp&trsuptr*  uir.su,  S'swajiGlu.ssTjjJ  §)tjQurgi  G%&ruufi>sk  Qib r 

«r«r«  ?  ' \(1)'  '^#«ara><fa«ifi«8r'.C3«(r@«5>.<?.«/r«^  gpsmtravfitSS 
(VitSpi  '■pu'iSjiJg.'^piQ.Wiri^}B^&.  arpm^vOt  jysstm.pk,  (2)  pictuSt 

.puGuir^tii  :^isr(Su)Ttf.rf^sr^!ii  instn  sBu>i'«^i(gj  piti&.'Qa-r 

P'0iim£r  pmk(^ .". .iSsir  ;  uSi/rra0®SB.  :-Q.u>kwLjShu  §}ism®:G mksitbm 

ivifjtii  iSjnvj  t8dsisri(3jm  strip,  ^sts eff'pfib  utrmQ LUiSleir^  tuesHnajjfggu. 
P'hiugiilB  uir&ut  iSlBs@p  astrenp^so  Gjtftij  straetsisreun'  Qa=tu8p  0BQ9^-." 
<30  gjjiSTjmQmp  ^(St&Ljgsnp  ueo  mtrpstmsijir  mmSn  •  :-§i&LfisB'iesa9t^mr' 
0u-.,  •S'T iraff®;sft>A5(r«»£b.'i#®«(r'js:-pfl'«&: urdQuj-'J^motj  gj 

C5'  uiu^?/fi5a)&.  §)ip  BsrtJbuuip.  ^ss)L.tLj&  utrmpptreo  io0to«aarai... 
mQppirujut  0-t»ldQ>. ift  ^sni.iL/Qm  jfgpi'aiarQiU'igttii-  iteirmUL 
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j/ffffii — '.u t£irll.i~ir j$l.  §£)&$  i&inumiuSibJit &  lQ  in  pa  .-i:j  eaeu^aiii^  pnuueiiyp} 
j 5)®($  Qftsapuutp  e« u; erdsrjp  Qa 
tl* — »r«o  Qaiit-.gpsu,®  uiri^iasxar  &m<}  ^  pjreurCi^Jo 

sgsuOsDfr®  «.{$*»«%  a.^n„aijg.  §S0  mxeareu 

ir«@&  £5  /■>  J  g^lu^gj  heir  ,  ^  ,  ,'*<00)  Qfftrp^i 

a.®&>tnt£)£o  e9p^'vtr^&  §>®  ffirr iM^pth  feiswi..  n'jirj^.  ■  tipuLj  (tpmp  «r 
Jr,®  g>©  «rr «sya»ir«»V  g?otA?  m/renrpiirjeirirG)  3/ fash  u. 
iUig)®  0@fi/j  Q&np/pj'sa&siT  J){  .^lueStsSt^'r s-,’.:' en  ^ii:ii/i9  >  u,Tr4^.T. 

a*(£it>sa&rw$  Ore /s^csaQejtheiTin  «s/Asbtu>«)  Gut- 

GW.-  taster  ut^&tuu^^  Ljqgepih ss«r  «&«/ 

(?«i(r0ai©iKiJt-.'ua/d-.  ^J^pii-sxkr£:^  uo®  *- 

yj&rireQilt—t  &'iui  (tijsnpiujLzQsvsrijTswih  Giruuvp&jeujgi  mm  31  <3 ut 
3 iuuesrQ(jty?  sfi®  urci.wati  <ssasu-sj3  lMr#rJgn« 

Qw<B*&i>  i'inruump&  «opra^a^  wi-uuQQa  ^jsk/S  i/0azif* 
u»r«©  qrruut-.uiirL.(-irl&.  $&p  (yympuuip.  utiiSp'pir^o  u  QTjept'r  s,  err 
«9®  uisam  «rQks  aopiP-issir ^Sjsjtr.~etr  -y-ffimsupaeiBdr  erearearp^p^i 
Wput -.©  l/0«3,sbt  uiwBeo  jMsge'y  spssrO.^'  1/5  ^s/ffDavjg;  up$so  §> 
drQ(ff  1/10  ,®ir«3f  i.3,BuiSt_tn/r0i>.  £_ijn  j-siwuxt®  gegij  <§®&up$io 
§)re&r®  3rQ«rp^«(e^&,  §SitrmsQ}  rGmstpe  rse^th  $©  iStQpn-asir. 
4fQsBJB$&«be9  @jrwr®  .. 

(^tpiisiipm^Ca  'g)0aS(^S-sarg  piriusii£$  ujmu,irrs  iQfipgi  tyare!? 
pib  dliflpptteo  J)j-«bwS  ^3*«rvi(5-,s.0j0  1/4  osgii  wG &t  pMmsffieo 
<iS0,@p3«©  1/4x1/3-1/12  us0u  gE®#pa©  1/4  x  1/0,. ,1/20  U 

QunQso  &iL  jtfsm&r&ttp&reir  G\&n,&fp  usif  unppGpT®  «^© tK^pajr© 
«0  esppm^p  iLt-sir  U(^mmuu®'Qp-3>.  ^©^fri'r.gj&jjanr'  Qu&tib 
'gt'mesiLiai  <sw^/P«,gj>«0Jr  j®  «»**/</>•  Be»u.S(Sju>.  J§)jj  0/ruj^spl 
^®£fr.  iqii$&(8)tb  0‘pGpgma  Qutr^thpTjf.  u/rsn >  i3ifhsp  l 
■oBL-u  .  Q&trp 31  jy<uaia«»i_ju  (J^^OQtoJru^p 

6rl)sorrC?ij0aDi_iu  Glstr erres>3>.  unSl pfltrev  .  Q&irtip  &iburr 

pfilvpfslp^  tLqgeauiturt&Imp  ^meSai.(^kupmtM^  G&iribp  mssreQ 
Loiaar  «i -.(St pel  ot$^-so/ix,  G&rtpjp  (p^waiga  «sy stisii  &uQut—  © 
QuiupeiDpa’  Q&hisp  abpiPa&r  t8«  Qgsmpkp  pptr  jj&&pmp  <Bp 
efih  qrjgituffQpjfi,  @)3i  (^irtuoM  stir  (tjwnp  ■srdrsi  §j0s>0-a  -Cwatm 
pJU’S&fhuTT. 

pdsceu^utt  sa  (jyetre0‘p&)  ffliiflgpeopuuip.  urSuuQ $  gp 

es>ptuir(8ju>,  sp0  0© ix  u ^s«w p&.Q-f  inip  i^sI<Offl//7-0  ^ro*^^.6W0«.©o> 
@®toc/  Q'lrirpSfo-  &u>  e.®«MO  Jruw>^s  ^jrirgiiu).  w^hmQpup 

tuirp  iitrifliuih,  a. srorffinffiemiu  ^fiitjrtDirSiiQ^ireisiQi — •. <?«nririlli..(r®to,. 
©®&l/  QW^spl«0®/jjp  (a;(B&iupjS'$!iar'&  ^a/©«wff®  'Jj«iw^ar(ja 
eTjremeuT  Ssva/«0«  Ga(r0imG.i>>3Pip'toiBr'3>_  *Bf&6rQ$j3 &»©® ©> r««-. '• 
^mteiuirsi)  uSipuT  .•su.^iTp/  &.^jsQe>itr  <c,r @  «V>  gsa}Q«/|r'0  ^itap  fSeisr 
emgiLjib  srmieirirl  memiSlilM  (8)®ibuQ&!r pehp  uw@d.®Qmir®reiiQp 
erppQpanptvirtSijai.  _  A 


ij.'j.  XWAVAiiCoJUK  UiOISLAXIVK  OOVJsC'XXj.  [MtH  OtTollklt  J‘J23. 

[Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai.1 

Qujjftti,  ti6’iQ*A 

sBasire8rS^  tuqp&p  afrirsai  suen>r®  it  esi  i.l  itihsaia  @  ^mgpus, 

9ir0.M.r*M  ..j/S.tQ/i)  (3,:i  &pis,$>!jibtra  Qsir(Bi^fir^  «4y<a/#« 

a>V  Qffit.hs»/p  m,r.T&i  Qj  i'icu^j  Loan#  Q&lLi—  utp&ami*®f)8>  miruiiil 
0  u-Ujo3)-ii  n,  n  Air Gu-r^r  P-UMiuiS^iih 

ffjj&tjfii  ,  .v;  ,,’v  >r(gjj/j®//iaaitflt.£«r^Ouiar..'^  ,7075  w^aur  «ffiuin}«r. 
@^7,7  (ipjb/fi s.'i'  .-vai/oK/A  iki'&iruu.gi  Ot  iJnss^trjS^  «& 

thii  uri'.i^n^)  ..<>/, :ii  i  essii  n't  ui  /Js^jfiu  nVu.iiu^Qir.Hij/i  .-r-ui.  iitm  o/-«aar 

Q  ,1  l,<GiT  UM  Ml  ill,  *  I'J  ill,!’  tiff  SO  J-(tppt  ■>  I Gv-SVMill-Ual  OsiH 
via  js-smih  (a);i»i:i).ij(i/aS3  'Ju-vi’  ,;wi  fitavr  ^iFtbaaoMSirarmi  avitib.  uir« 
®  ?-'..„«u£_!o  u>*.s^/nr«tS«  Ou0oi/.»ff<«®iii  GW 

«b>9i<r 4i«6»  ir-  *>yiio\)gi  p-.QMuiUinBatfl  Q<Ftr,<f&isa8sir  gt(g)wa  *um£& 

*>«/,•£  .  «G>«  •><*»©  yffiesSI&aiiiu  Qutw  .&-sdJFti<S!r>f6  anus 

papnh  wqfjit&mioi tJ3 i&ir sr fr -hsir  Qeeoaugiarmwr, 

(?aj»tb  ir.^Uissaa'i^nin  8i  im,Jr  ®&>fd  t9*ptu,4tfiiio  (tfim 
G^i°Q  £©«,*  Ln^iai^fVfiinu  (Lp,'>>?iu  airt^nw 

®“-  _  ,A 

v-/ttJ<aBru>ir*  5>?@  (OjUttiU'&jBieo  50,000  ujp^itjhrth  (yjo/riu 

Qs’irfi^nh  50  jf*rujg  „»•-*.  amn^ih  «9@«Sjr^j7.  gKa/®a«r®«i/0/f.  ^«jr 
■(/  /_.;  4'0  1.000  (OjUiTiu  sireHr  e_<ot®  srsiijpi  Sdstti  {S&tru,&)  geGjr/r 
^«wi-0  50,000  ®u(r.i5®0  Q&* pjg  tL.gm<d  uz-arjjj  &&*■£# 
i&^UusruLj&Gziraisn®  a&sBuui&eo  Gaisar(£Gluiefap  hresmaanh  j/jj 
siv  <>pi£hss5i  ■irsrnaiu-'-ev  Qutqrftar  9so&j  i3n  QnjgfgeurtJjSifmuiio 

jg  1,  d.t'3  ai©.a^r  ie,r.  air/rowa  rf(«u*«rjuOuLt_ 

uSssrmgi-p-, -OesrsB/ju  Q^ifhu£lkpJi>.  '  .$£«>*«'  ^artffpuitmGui  tFQp. 
fBtt'UJ  <StoUi&(8}  ZJ  X' p.Stf. 

.  iLqpuC.®  (Draft)  <3sc&e  fiqQ&p  Gai«an^.xi-uirgui, 

’  flirvatr  tt9(yi®p  mevfsjSst  ji/ai^esit—iu  tSmSursnr'  fBira.it  iu  ■ 
lisiAi  eni^  anjrunnh  upj&iLjU>  uiraii  Ga&rxkM-UtrQpeii  JDii-h  ;'miuir 
<§**'— 'u  ®.7«va  *  2P«w  ■"uffwflgsar  uir*/f^0«@  jytuataiii  Guntur 

v,\  i — oij'tii — (J)  [Drttjtt)  l§!g\)s&<?o  &fi'&~a'uu(b  Qi jt^u.  «=iy(i§?.£it!/fcW*—  lu 

iftilSLh  effagUisrauBwcvV  s^AQsut (p^ai(rpui  *5 suRfi-ai fi  &usunr^iii^i^;u^Q^lT 

®  uir«i.ci  fisant-^^irffo  ^niut£i^.l4^e\)  8es)Lris«Qaj^0Quisirj)i 

^.-r  Q{Batr.s&U<&  urtQ  effts^u>tu3  &r(tpi&6>jU!  *jy  ^ireujB 

QPfVeoirsv&i  ursu,'*igm&  i3£r*i?$ear«r  ursp$io  priuriifh-pfiett  *ir; 
e«toffi|^!afijr:ia^(i.0(tp6S7®a)T  utaih  Qaavatt  csyauffi/i &i.Ssv8s<>  <m as> ^  erap 
■  p-ssmit.  • 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELQ  PILLA.1  (Trivandrum,  cum  Ncditmaiifjad)  - 
piU',  I  inn  interested  in  tlic  Nanjanad  Veil  ala  Bill  for  three  reasons ; 
first,  because  it  is  before  this  Council ;  . secondly,  because  it  has  ’ 
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got  several  points  of  affinity  with  the  law  which  governs  the 
caste  to  which  I  belong  ;  and  thirdly,  because  I  have  a  very  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  Nanjinad  Vellala  Community.  I  have  lived 
several  years  among  them  and  I  have  often  looked  upon  them  as  a 
very  fortunate  kind  of  people  indeed,  Sir,  the  most  famous  place  in  Tra- 
vancore,  Cape  Comorin,  is  in  Nanjinad.  Two  of  the  most  famous  temples, 
Cape  Comorin  and  Suchindram,  are  in  Nanjinad.  The  best  rice-fields  are 
in  Nanjinad.  I  speak  subject  to  correction  by  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana-Pillai 
who  hails  from  Aiubalapuzha  and  who  may  perhaps  hold  that  Kuttanad 
fields  are  excellen  t.  But  he  might  concede  that  Nanjinad  is  not  inferior  to 
Kuttanad.  If  we  look  into  the  history  of  Travaneore,  we  shall  find  that, 
whenever  there  was  any  difficulty  for  rcsourcos,our  Sovereigns  have  been 
intending  upon  the  most  willing  and  devoted  service  of  the  people  of 
Nanjinad,  The  community  have  been  trying  their  best  to  do  their  duties 
towards  themselves  and  to  the  State.  But  on  aceount  of  various  causes 
they  have  lost  the  hold  that  they  had  in  the  country,  For  several  years, 
it  has  been  felt  that  the  ■manmakkaihayaml^  which  they  embraced 
for  certain  political  reasons  was  not  enough  to  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  present  state  of  society.  They  found  that  others 
were  successfully  trying  to  rectify  the  mistakes  in  their  own  law*.  But, 
because  the  number  of  English-educated  gentlemen  in  the  Nanjinad 
Vellala  community  have  not  "been  so  large  as  in  other  castes,  if 
has  not  been  possible  for  them  to  place  a  legislative  measure  before 
this  council  earlier  than  this.  But  the  need  was  always  .  felt  and  .  the 
people  of  Nanjinad  demanded  a  reform  of  the  law  with  one  voice.  I 
fear,  Sir, that  we  are  already  too  late  in  legislating  for  those  good  people, 
Let  us  therefore  not  lose  any  more  time.  It  is  painful  to-.'  remember’ 
that,  although  efforts  have  been  made  from  the  year  1090  onwards,  they 
have  not  had  the  advantage  of  the  new  law  up  till  now. 

I.  aui  certainly  of  opinion  that  the  uiumwaK&aikayam  system  has 
become  an  impossible  system  whether  in  Nair  far  wads  or  Nanjinad 
Vellala  taiwadx .  And  as  Mr.  Subrahmanya  Pillai  has  .put  before, 
this  House,  the  Nanjinad  people  have  got  greater  facilities  to 
give  up  imhunakhathaytm  and  embrace  maJckathayain.  all  at  once,  be¬ 
cause,  even  from  the  time  of  their  migration,  although  certain  modifica*. 
tions  of  social  habits  have  arisen,  they  have  not  left  the  old  moorings 
and  the  old  social  customs,  but  have  preserved  some  of  their  old . 
usages,  The  Ukmtudmia  and  N ankudama  are  examples  of  this. 
Therefore,  Sir,  I  maintain  that  it  is  easier  for  than  to  get  w  ctJciath  ay  am. 
than  for  the  Nair  community  to  achieve .  the :  same  result.  And  for 
another  reason  whieh  has  been  pointed  out  by  my  friend,  ua'mely,.  that 
Unlike  other  communities  who  seek  a  qli'ange  in  the  law,- the  Nanjinad’ 
Vellalas  alone  will  be  affected  by  the  legislation.  I  must  congratulate 
them  on  this  facility  that  they,  have  and  which  is  denied  to  the  Nairs. . 

When  we  come  to  the  question  of  marriage,  there  is  the  m  jch-debatA:. 
ed  question  of  polygamy.  I  am  not  at  all  for  passing  a  law  which  .dfcterea : 
that  every  riialc  should  encumber  himself  with  half  a  dozen  wives.  It 
Will  be  bad  for  various  reasons.  But  when  .it.  is  absolutely  made  out 
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that  social  customs  do  not  prevent  a  man  from  having  a  wound  wiiV, 
when  it  is  proved  to  the  hilt  that  a  second  wife  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  him,  whether  because  the  funner  wife  is  suffering  from  a  disease  or 
for  any  other  reasons,  I  do  not  think  that  the  legislature  will  be.  justi¬ 
fied  in  standing  between  him  and  his  desires,  ('specially  because  it  is 
not  an  immoral  desire.  You  find  polygamy  allowed  as  an  institution 
throughout  India,  And  in  those  days  of  TTindti-Muslim  units-,  the 
experience  of  the  Mohammedan  community,  which  is  also  wry 
prosperous,  should  benefit  us.  Therefore,  when  \\e  find  (hat  the 
people  as  a  whole  do  not  want  a  law  prohibiting  a  mint's  liberty 
of  taking  more  thait  one  wife,  wo  should  not  object  to  Unit.  After  all, 

Sir,  the  question  of  polygamy  and  monogamy  is  a  matter  of  history . 

very  much  a  matter  of  taste,  (l.angklrr.)  Englishmen.  I'm  example, 
take  great  delight  in  cheese.  (Li iughter.)  For  my  part,  I  do  not  like 
cheese.  (Laughter.)'  And  several  of  my  Indian  friends  have  lold  me 
that  it  is  imposible  for  them  to  like  it. 

•Mb.  A.  HOOGEfVERE  (Nominated)'.  May  .1  know,  Sir,  what 
connection  there  is  between  cheese  and  wives  V  (Laugh-Ur.) 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELTJ  PILLAT  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedn, a,rr. 
Sometimes  both  are  delightful.  (Laughter.)  Ox-tail  soup  is  a  de¬ 
licacy  to  some  western  people.  But  Hindus  have  not  much  pleasure  in  it. 
nor  some  of  my  Christian  friends.  Although  people  in  India  would 
like  mangoes  pickled  in  hot  chillies,  a  European  cannot  stand  even  its 
smell.  He  would  rebel  against  it  and  throw  it  away.  Ho  also,  in  social 
customs  there  is  a  difference.  There  is  the  institution  of  primogeniture 
in  England.  People  have  been  living  under'  it.  And  in  spite  of  their 
civilising  influence  and  their  position  in  the  civilised  world,  Eng¬ 
lishmen  have  not  rebelled  against  the  system  of  primogeniture.  If  pri¬ 
mogeniture  is  sought  to  be  introduced  into  our  country,  I  am  sure,  The 
representative  gentlemen  who  constitute  this  Council  would  protest 
against  it.  So  also  social  customs  depend  upon  historical  reasons  ;  and  to 
say  that  monogamy  3s,a  virtue— -it  may  he  a  virtue— and  that  therefore 
people  ought  not  under  any  circumstance  to  take  two  wives  is  an  argu¬ 
ment  which  I  am  not  able  to  appreciate. 

Mr.  A,  HOOGEWEBE  ( Nominated ) ;  Sail  was  it  social  custom. 
Will -Mr.  Velu  Pillai  resort  to  it  again  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tn  mind-turn  emu  Ncdunuinifttd) : 

I  do  not  understand  him.  If  he  would  put  his  question  in  a  better 
form,  I  am  prepared  to  answer  him. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated !) :  Safi  is  a  social  custom 
.which  has  been  abolished.  Will  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  resort  to  it  again  ? 

Mr.-  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Hrivctn.dmH,  cum  Nedumanyail ) :  Hir. 
the  question  pre-  supposes  that  I  have  submitted  to  sail  once.  (Laughter.) 
But  I  must  say  that  I  am  here  before  you  and  I  have  not  submitted  to 
it.-  (Laughter.)  And  it  is  not  men  that  had  to  submit  to  mlii  but  women. 
(Laughter.)  Sati  has  been  declared  to  be  illegal. 
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Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERP  {Nominated) :  Would  he  allow  women  to 
commit,  sati  ? 

Mr.  T-  1a.  VELU  PILL  A I  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedwnaugad ):  It 
Las  been  declared  to  be  illegal  by  legislative  enactment.  Eeven  with 
regard  to  that,  I  must  say  that  if  there  is  a  woman  who  is  prepared  to 
die  with,  her  husband  and  who  looks. upon  chastity  as  the'  greatest  ambi¬ 
tion  of  earthly  existence,  and  that  widowhood  is  a  burden,  if  such  a 
woman  wants  to  immolate  herself  upon  the  funeral  pyre  of  her  husband, 
no  legislature  would  be  able  to  prevent  her.  But  as  there  is  a  law  which 
is  already  in  force,  I  do  not  want  to  rake  up  the  question. 

Mn.  A,  HOOGEWEBP  ( Nominated )  :  If  the  woman  attempts  to 
cut  her  throat  or  ascends  the  furneral  pyre  of  her  husband,  would 
Mr.  Vein  Pillai  take  up  her  case? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumancjad ) :  I 
might  say  for  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Hoogewerf  that  murdering  wives 
and  murdering  husbands  were  not  so  common  in  the  community  where 
mii  was  allowed  in  ancient  days. 

PEBSIDENT:  He  referred  to  suicide  and  not  murder. 

MR.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum,  cum  Nedumancjad) : 

I  say,  suicide  and  murder  stand  on  different  principles.  Suicide  is  one  of 
the  most  cowardly  acts.  Murder  is  a  crime,  a  cowardly,  mean,  detestable 
net.  But  if  a  woman  is  prepared  to  immolate  herself  on  the  funeral 
pyre  of  her  husband,  that  may  be  a  virtue,  that  is  not  an  act  of  cowardice ; , 
She  may  think  it  is  one  of  the  boldest  acts  that  a  hunian  being  can  do. 
But,  all  the  same,  I  do  not  want  to  enact  such  a  law  permitting  Sati  in 
our  Statute  Book. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBP  (Nominated):  May  I  ask  whether,  if 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  had  something  to  do  with  law-making,  he  would  go  back 
to  sati? 

PRESIDENT  :  .  Let  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  .finish  and  then  you  may  put, 

■  vour  questions. 

Mb.  T.  E.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum '  Nedumangad): 

I  am  prepared  to  answer  him. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEBP  .(Nomimf-ed)  r  I  wish  to  know  whether, 
if  Mr. 'Vein  Pillai  had  something  to  do  with  law-making,  he  will  go  . 
back  to  sati.  -  ' 

..  Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AITANGAE  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
Pmhlcnti):  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  whole  discussion  is 
-  irrelevant.  *  . 

Mr,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI,  ^Tnvandrum-cim. .  -jNethmangafl)*. 
The  quest)  on  of  legislating  on  sati  is  not  before  the  House,  and  I .;  too 
think  that  this,  question  does  not  arise.  ...  \ 

I  wish  to  submit  for  .  the  consideration  of  this  House  that 
when  social  customs  require  that  progeny  should  be  the.  indispensable 
condition  to  save  a  soul  according  to  thei  Hindu  religion,  whep  one  wife 
is  ba’rren  and  when  a  child  is  so  much  wished  for,  I  do  not  want  the 
legislature  to  impose  its  restriction  in  the  matter  of  getting  spiritual  Sal* 
ration  as  well  as  m  the  matter  of  worldly  peacp  and  contentment,  • 
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I  am  in  favour  of  individual  partition.  But  I  do  not  want  this  fetish 
of  individual  partition  to  dismember  ttmiHuh  and  pavo  the  way  for  their 
ruin.  I  have  heard  so  much  said  by  gentlemen  who  bcLong  to  other  com- 
munities,  who  do  not  live  under  the  Hiarii'nakkathaj/cnn  system  of  law,  that 
individual  partition  is  one  of  the  finest  tilings  in  the  world.  May  I  ask, 
Sir,  if  anv  of  these  eontlemen  who  have  inherited  ancestral  properties  will 
be  prepared  to  take  an  equal  share,  equal  to  the  shave  obtained  by  their 
children,  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren?  The  difficulty  is, 
when  you  accept  the  principle  of  individual  partition  as  an  abstract 
principle,  a  child  which  is  horn  this  moment  will  gel.  as  much 
right  as  a  Varanamn  who  has  been  in  management  of  a  tanmcl 
for  thirty  or  forty  years.  Although  there  have  been  several  kamwoam 
who  have  been  doing  mischief,  I  know  of  several  other  kara  nai-mx  who 
have  been  doing  good  to  the  /ancra-'L  That  such  a  kumnavan  should 
be  cut  off  with  a  shilling  and  should  be  brought  down  to  a  position  of 
disadvantage  based  on  abstract  theory,  the  same  position  as  that  of  a  new¬ 
born  ctuia  win  not  lie  very  wise.  My  suggestion  is  that,  while  accept¬ 
ing  the  principle  of  individual  partition,  we  must  have  many  safeguards 
by  which  thiagreat  Nanjinad  Vellala  community  which  has  done  so  much 
for  the  people  of  Travancore  and  the.  Eoyal  family  of  Travancoro,  “should 
be  saved  from  sudden  destruction .  With  such  safeguards,  I  accept  the 
principle,  of  individual  partition. 

I  may  take  this  opportunity  to  observe  that  tho  inanimakkathai/am 
system  has  been  a  kind  of  millstone  round  the  neck  of  the  Nanjinad 
Vellala  community.  Some  twenty-five  years  ago,  when  I  was  quite  a 
boy,  I  had  occasion  to  speak  to  a  respected  gentleman  of  the  Nanjinad 
Vellala  community  in  the  Agastisvaram  taluk.  I  asked  him 
why  a  sufficient  number  of  young  men  from  Nanjinad  were 
not  proceeding  to  Trivandrum  to,  prosecute  their  studies'  in  His 
Highness  the  Maha  Baja’s  High  School  and  College.  That  gentleman, 
with  characteristic  originality  and  force  of  truth,  said:  "Well,  my 
young  friend,  God  has  given  us  one  of  the  most  fertile  lands  in  the 
world.’’  The  fertility  of  Nanjinad  which  is  one  of  its  great  features  — 
ha  s  stood  in  the  way  of  their  improvement  in -the  scale  of  society.  That, 
ol' course,  is  a  matter  which  I  do  not  want  to  be  reformed,  because  I 
want  the  paddy  fields  of  Nanjinad  to  be  more  fertile  than  they  are  and 
I  may  even  wish  that  the  over-assessment  which  the  people  ’there  are 
now  suffering  under  may  also  be  removed  in  the  fulness  of  time.  But  the 
other  difficulty,  viz.,  the  wlarumakkaihaijarn  system,  ought  to  he  removed. 
And  here  we  have  a  very  favourable  opportunity  of  looking  into  the 
question  and  profiting  by  the  provisions  of  the. Nair  Bill  and  the  Ezhava 
Bill  which  also  stand  in  some  affinity  to  the  Nanjinad  Vellala  bill,  i 
have  very  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAT  (Nominated)  :  Sir,  I  support  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  But  I  wish  to  correct  [i  fundamental  misconception 
that  underlies  the  use  of  the  expression'domiciled  inTravancore’occurrmg 
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in  section  1,  para  (ii)  of  the  Bill,  as  applied  to  the  Nanjanad  Vellala^  If 
it  be  meant  that  they  were  originally  foreigners  and  were  subsequently 
naturalised  in  Travancore,  I  have  to  take  exception  to  that  expression, 
for  it  is  incorrect  and  historically  untrue.  '  There  was  no  migration  at 
all.  Nanjanad. corresponds  to  the  ancient  Tamil  kingdom  of  Venad,  fre¬ 
quently  referred  to  in  ancient  Tamil  classics  .  as  well  as  in  inscriptions . 
and  copper- plates  found  in"  Travancore.  Venattadikal  frequently  figures 
in  old  copper- plate  grants,  etc.,  as  witnesses  attesting  important  incidents 
in  other  nads,  as  early  as  the  beginning  of  the  Malabar  .  Era.  I  believe 
the  immediate  ancestors  of  Martanda  Varna  Maha  Raja,  the  great 
Sovereign  who  consolidated  the  various  naclx  into  the  present  State  of 
Travancore,  were  themselves  kings  of  Venad.  The  above-mentioned 
facts  may  be  verified  from  the  Travancore  8  ‘ate  Manual  and  other 
historical  documents.  The  kingdom  of  Venad,  extending  from  Attinga-1 . 
to  Cape  Comorin,  was  a  purely  Tamil  country,  and  the  present ..  Tamili- 
aus  of  Nanjanad,  including  the  Nanjanad  Vellalas,  are  simply  the  des¬ 
cendants  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  land.  Under  these  circum- ' 
stances,  I  have  to  submit  that  the  incorrect '  expression  “domiciled  in 
Travancore”  has  to  be  deleted1 

Me,  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (imhcTapuzha) :  Sir,.  I  have 
very  great  pleasure  in  welcoming  this  piece  of  legislation.-  Credit  is  cer¬ 
tainly  due  to  all  those  persons  who  have  worked  or  co-operated  in  pro¬ 
ducing  a  measure  of  this  description  before  the  Council.  This  is  a  pieqe'V 
of  original  legislation  and  .  in  that  respect  ,  the  praise  that  it  deserves  is 
certainly  much  enhanced.  In  the  matter  of  social  legislation,  our  State 
is  now  yearning  for  a  very  great  measure  of  reform,  and  this  demand 
made  by  the  Nanjanad  Vellala  community  is  quite  in  keeping  with  the 
times. 

The  necessity  for  a  measure  of  this  description  may  be  easily  de¬ 
monstrated  in  view  of  the  opinion  entertained  by  judicial  tribunals  with 
reference  to  social  customs  and  observances  not  only  outside  Travancore 
but  also  in  Travancore.  It  is  very  strange  to  see  that,  so  late  as  the  de¬ 
cision  in  35  T.  L.  R.,  360,  the  High  Court  of  Travancore  seem  to 
have  been'  assuming  that  there  is  nothing  like  a  valid  marriage  in  .  the 
Nanjanad  Vellala  community.  Therefore  it  is  certainly  the  duty  of  the 
legislature  to  interfere  and  to  place  matters  in  the  true  light  so  far  as  the  - 
community  is -concerned.  Hence  the  provision  recognising  the  existence 
of  a  valid  marriage  in  the  community  is  absolutely  necessary  and' is 
quite  timely. 

With .  reference  to  the  general  principles  underlying  the  present 
measure,  I  have  very  little,  to  say.  I.  welcome  the  main  principles  and  I 
do  not  oppose  in  any  measure  the  outstanding  principles  as  .  may.  be, 
gathered  from  the  Bill.  Eurther,  1  notice  some  of  the  clauses  in  the  Bill 
have  been  very  carefully  drafted ;  but  in  some  other  respects  the  same  - 
care  does  not' seem  to  have  been  exercised.  ; 

.  ..  With  respect  to  the  question  of  monogamy  and  polygamy,  the  ad¬ 
mirers  of  the  European,  system  of  mt’irriag'e  would  find  it  very  difficult  ;to 
approve  any  system  of  polygamy,.  Yet  I  would  draw  the  attention  of 
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the  Council  to  what  the  Deputy  President  had  to  say  in  connection  with 
Nair  tarwads.  In  the  European  system  of  marriage,  it  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  a  European  to  recognise  an  Indian  system  of  polygamous  mar¬ 
riage.  When  lately  under  a  misapprehension  it  was  supposed  that  the 
Gaekwar  of  Baroda  was  no  longer,  the  '/V/«n  came  out  with  a  leader 
about  the  polygamous  nature  of  his  marriage  and  emphasised  the  fact 
that  somehow  or  other  the  Gaekwar  was  thought  to  he  an  abettor. 
Though  that  would  be  very  difficult  to  accept  from  a  European  standard, 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  it  is  very  difficult  to  dissocials;  ourselves  from 
a  long-standing  practice  which  has  been  obtaining  in  the  various  communi¬ 
ties  among  which  we  live,  but  also  in  those  communities  which  are  adjoin¬ 
ing  them.  So  the  particular  provision  in  this  Bill  prohibiting  polygamy 
ia  a  question  deserving  reconsideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Nanjanad 
Vellala  community  when  the  matter  will  come  up  for  being  threshed* 
out  in  the  Select  Committee. 

Then,  with  respect  to  clause  4  of  the  Bill,  Mr.  Suhralmmuya  Pillai’s 
criticism  is  very  valuable  so  far  as  I  can  set!.  As  he.  observes,  if  there  is 
a  preponderance  of  the  female  element  in  the  community  and  if  tho  le¬ 
gislature  is  going  to  interfere  in  the  matter  of  the  marriage  of  persons 
whose  marriage  happens  to  bo  dissolved  ci:  her  by  death  or  divorce,  then 
that  will  be  cramping  the  society  to  a  considcrnb'c  extent.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  legislature  cannot  oppose  itself  to  the  present  possibility  of 
such  marriages.  It  is  certainly  not  encouraging  all  manner  of  undesir¬ 
able  marriages ;  and  as  such,  the  fetter  that  is  sought  to  be  forced  under 
clause  4  has  again  to  bo  considered. 

Passing  further  on,  I  come  to  clause  (i  and  beg  to  raise  tho  question 
why  the  petition  of  dissolution  of  marriage  should  be  presented  to  the 
Court  of  the  District  Munsift  within  the  local  limits  of  whose  jurisdiction, 
the  respondent  resides.  Unlike  the  Nair  Regulation  or  the  Ezhava  Regu¬ 
lation,  no  pecuniary  limit  has  been  hinted  at  in  this  measure.  All  that 
the  clause  says  is  that  reasonable  compensation  should  be  given  to  par¬ 
ties  under  certain  specified  causes.  No  pecuniary  limit,  having  been 
fixed  it  may  occasionally  be  that  the  parties  concerned  are  very  rich  and 
they  can  make  one  party  give  more  in  the  matter  of  compensation. 
Therefore,  in  view  of  the  peculiar  provisions  of  this  enactment,  that  clause 
requires  a  modification  to  see  that  tho  petition  for  separation  may  be 
presented  either  to  tho  District  MunsifFs  Court  or  to  tho  District  Court 
as  the  case  may  be. 

.  Then  again,  coming  to  clause  12,  we  find  that  it  says 
‘‘Every  .Naujunud  Velma  shell  have  absolute  powers  of  disposal  over  his  or  her 
self-aoquired  or  separate  propjrtios". 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  Law  Member  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  took  into  account  some  of  the  recent  pronouncements  of  the  Trav- 
ancore  High  Court  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  nkmM-a-ua.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  I  may  refer  to  36  T.  L.  R.,  253,  where  their  Honors  observe  that 
the  claim  for  u&qniudama,  is  a  eharga  upon  the  tar 'wad  property.  I 
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the  community  is  prepared  to  stand  by  that  ruling,  to  say  that  there 
shall  be  absolute  right  over  ■  separate  or  self-acquired  property  is  a  pro¬ 
position  which  cannot  easily  be  granted.  1 1  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  how^  the  law  is  being  worked  up  by  the  High  Court  and  how  the 
legislature  is  proceeding  in  the  matter.  Both  certainly  cannot  be  con¬ 
sistent. 

Then  coining  to  clause  19,  we  find  it  says 

“On  tho  death  of  an  intestate  female  leaving  a  husband  but  no  children,  the  widow- 
crshall  enjoy  the  property  of  the  deceased  till  his  death  or  remarriage  whichever  is 
earlier”. 

With  respect  to  that  provision,  why  grandchildren  should  be  ex-  . 
eluded  is  not  very  clear.  In  some  of  the  prior  provisions  of  the  Bill,  the 
claim  of  grandchildren  to  succeed  has  been  recognised.  Therefore, 
whether  it  is  not  an  omission  is  what  I  am  led  to  suspect. 

Then  coming  to  the  question  of  maintenance  and  guardianship,  I 
nsay  say  that  the  language  employed  seems  to  stand  in  need  of  revision. 

In  the  prior  provisions  of  the  Bill,  it  has  been  provided  that  owing  to 
certain  difficulties  as  in  the  case  of  incurable  diseases,  etc.,  a  wife  may 
be  divorced  by  the  husband  or  vice  versa ,  Suppose  the  wife  is  suffering 
from  a  so-called  incurable  disease,  which  itself  may  he  curable  in  the 
advancement  of  science.  What  is  her  condition  ?  Is  she  not  entitled 
to  maintenance  from  her  husband  ?  That  is  a  question  that  this  House 
has  to  examine,  when  we  consider  the  question  of  maintenance. 

With  respect  to  the  question  of  guardianship,  there  are  two  sections 
in  the  Bill.  They  are  aections  23  and  21.  Section  23  says:': 

“The  husband  shall  he  the  legal  guardian  of  his  minor  wife  and  the  father  the  legal 
guardian  of  his  miner  children  in  respect  of  their  person  and  property.  On  the  death  of 
•  the  father,  the  mother  shall  be  the  legal  guardian  of  -  the  minor  children.” 

And  section  24  says  : 

“Where  the  wife  has  minor  children  by  a -former  husband  deceased  or  divorced,  she 
.  shall  be  the  legal  guardian  in  respect  of  their  person  and  of  the  separate  properties  Belong¬ 
ing  to  them”. 

•  These  two  sections  do  not  take  into  consideration  the  possibility  ' 
which  is  clearly  provided  for  in  the  Bill  that  the  husband  or  the  wife  as  the 
case  may  be  may  themselves  be  minors.  Therefore  the  provision  that  the 
husband  shall  he  the  legal  guardian  of  the  minor  wife  requires  reconsi¬ 
deration,  for  in  a  prior  portion  of  the  Bill  we  have  the  provision  that 
minors  may  marry  provided  they  obtain  the  consent  of  their  guardians. 

.  Suppose  such  a  minor  husband  marries  a  minor  girl.  In  such  a  case,  will 
the  legislature  say  that  the  minor  husband  shall  be  the  guardian  when: 
he  himself  is  under  the  guardianship  of  another?  That  is  a  difficulty 
presented  by  section  23  A  similar  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the 
case  of  section  24  also,  with  respect  to  the  wife. 

'  .  With  respect  to  testamentary  succession,  the.  heading  itself  is  not 

very  happy.  It  is  not  a  case  of  testamentary  suemsion.'  Section  27 
says:  -  ; ,  - 

"  “A  Nanjanad  Vellala  may  dispose  of  by  will  the  whole  of  his  or  her  separate  or  s  elf-  _ 
acquired  property”. 
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It  ought  to  be,  properly  (speaking,  a  testamentary  jio-icer.  With 
respect  to  that  again,  I  would  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  learned  Law 
Member  the  prior  ruling  about  which  I  made  reference  as  to  the  liability 
of  the  properties  to  certain  charges  in  favour  of  other  poople. 

These  are  some,  of  the  observations  which  strike  me  at  this  stage  of 
the  Bill,  and  these  I  present  to  the  House  for  further  examination  at 
the  hands  of  the  Select  Committee. 

Sir,  nothing  will  give  mo  greater  pleasure  than  to  assist  the  pass¬ 
age  of  this  Bill  and  to  hotter  the  condition  of  the  community  for  whose 
benefit  the  Bill  has  been  framed. 

With  these  observations,  f  have  very  groat  pleasure  In  supporting 
the  principle  underlying  the  Bill  and  T  do  so. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Chn-njanachcn/  cum  Miuaikil) :  Sir,  I 
have  also  very  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
But  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  am  not  much  personally  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Nanjanad  or  the  Vellala  community,  and  that  my  knowledge 
is  more  by  repute.  As  one  who  conies  from  north  Travancore,  Nanja¬ 
nad  is  known  to  me  as  a  laud  which  possesses  very  beautiful 
paddy  fields ;  ami  we  the  people  of  north  Travancore  also  know  the 
Nanjanad  Vellala  cpmmuuity  as  the  community  which  had  contri¬ 
buted  our.  former  accountants  who  were  responsible  for  the 
carefully  prepared  accounts  which  we  posssess  in  regard  to  old'  ayaeut 
and  other  things.  Still  I  may  assure  my  Nanjanad  Vellala  friends 
that  I  take  as  much  interest  as  anybody  eise  in  the  welfare  of  the 
community  and  also  in  'the  successful  passage  of  this  Bill  which  is  to 
affect  largely  the  future  career  of  the  community,  and  as  .such,  I  think  jt 
is  my  duty  to  speak  a  few  words  on  this  important  occasion.  I  carefully 
went  through  the  interesting  report  of  the  Nanjanad  Mcmnmklmtha'jam 
Vellala-  Committee  which  was  placed  before  me  and  I  should  say  that  I 
congratulate  the  worthy  President  and  the  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  the  careful  and  interesting.,  report  which  they  havefurn-. 
ished,  and  T.  think  that,  in  spite  of  the  demurring  notes  we  have  heard 
from  some  of  the  members,  the  Committee  and  the  President  deserve 
every  congratulation  from  this  House  for  the  very  interesting  report 
that  they  have  been  able  to  place  before  ns.  It  was  a  surprise  to  me  to 
hear  some  discordant  notes  from  my  valued  friend  Mr.  Subrahmanya 
Pillai  who  himself  was  ,  one  of  the  subscribers  to  this  report.  In  spite 
of  tlie  remarks  that  have  been  offered  against  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill,  I  should  think  that  the.  Bill,  as  it  is,  is  decidedly  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  other  two  connected  Bills  with  which  we.  had  to  deal— Imean, 
the  Nair  Bill  and  the  Ezhava  Bill.  I  am  glad  to  note  that  provision  has 
been  made  in  the  Bill  to  remove  the  disabilities  of  women  with  regard 
to  their  rights  to  properties,  which  we  find  in  the  ordinary  Hindu  Law.  > 
lam  also  glad  to  find  that  provision  is  made  for  individual  partition  to 
satisfy  the  modern  aspiration  for  individual  rights  in  the  tarwai  pro-,., 
perty.  Of  course,  there  may  be.  differences  os  to  details,  with  regard  kto 
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which  further  changes  may  be  effected  at  the  Select  Committee  stage. 
Still,  on  the  whole,  the  provisions  as  contained  in  the  Bill  are  deserving 
of  congratulation.  I  am  sure  that  the  Bill,  as.  it  is,  requires  very  little 
modification  and  that  the  passing  of  the  Bill  is  bound  to  bring  untold 
good  to  the  community. 

There  has  been  some  dispute  as  to ’polygamy  and  that  sort  of 
thing.  As  far  as  my  opinion  goes,  I  think  that  the  provisions 
contained  in  the  Bill  should  be  allowed  to  remain .  as  they,  are.  The 
framers  of  this  Bill  seem  to  have  carefully  thought  over  the  matter  from 
the  different  standpoints  and  the  conclusion  they  have  arrived  at  seems 
to  be  the  right  one  in  my  opinion.  And.any  serious  interference  with 
the  provisions  is  bound,  to  impair  their  importance  and  utility. 

Then  there  has  been  some  dispute  with  regard  to  partition,  viz., 
whether  it  should  be  per  stirpes-  or  per  capita-  If  We  concede  the 
principle  of  impartibility,  that  is,  if  the  tarioad  is  considered  to  be  an 
impartible  whole,  partition  per  capita  is  the  only  proper  solution,  because’: 
in  that  system,  every  member,  of  the. family  whether  karanavan  or 
anan'laravan  or  an  infant' all  are  supposed  to  be  co-owners  in  one  sense  ; 
and  in  that  sense,  if  the  division  is  to  be  per  stirpes  the  idea  of  the  original 
manunakkathayavt,  system  could  not  be  possible.  .  Most  probably,  that 
must  have  been  the  reason  that  led  the  framers:  of  the  Bill  to  follow  - 
division  per  capita,  instead  of  per  stirpes,  though  in  theM'dimry  -makka- 
thaya-m  system  division  per  stirpes  is  accepted.  ’ 

I  may  promise -my  Vellala  brethren  here  and  outside  tne  Hall  that 
I  shall  he  very  glad  to  contribute  jny  support  towards,  the  successful 
passage  of  the  Bill.  With  these  few  remarks,  I.  -shpiport  the  principle, 
of  the  Bill. 

-  Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {No-miMted)  :  Sir,  it  is  a  matter  for  ex-  . 
treme  gratification  that  social  legislation -is  tending  towards  -. makkaiha - 
yam  and  individual  partition,  among  the  Nanjanad  Vellala  community.; 
Probably;  the  discussions  that  we  had  about  divorce  in  the  former  pieces  of 
legislation— the  Nair  and  Ezhava  Bills— have.,  in  a  way,  greatly  tended 
towards  the  sound  provisions  that  have  been  made  in  this  Bill  by  the-Daw 
.Member.  I  was  extremely  sorry  to  hear  One  or  two  discordant  notes. 
.Sir,  it  is  free  and  easy  divorce  which  is  the  curse  of  a  great  part  of  the 
Christian  world,  -specially  America  and  England.  It  is  this  terrible 
calamity  of  free  divorce  that  is  the  cause  of  disruption  and  unhappiness 
in  families.  Mr.  Paul  V.  Daniel  quoted  Mr.  Azhakappa  Pillai  who  is  the 
.son-in-law of  the  most  influential  and  the  .  richest  Vellala  in  south 
Travancore.  The  Catholic  aspect  of  divorce  was  beautifully  put  for- . 
ward  by  Mr.  Azhakappa  Pillai— that  Catholic  marriage  is  indissoluble. 
"What  God  has  put.  together,  let  no  man  put  asunder,  .for  better  for 
worse,  for  richer  for  poorer,  till  death  does  them  part.  The  law  allows 
Brahmins,  to  have  two  wives,  but  95  ;p<sr  cent,  of  Brahmins  have  only 
one  . wife  in  spite  of  the  permission  given  to  them  by  legislation..  Take 
the  Hairs  of  twenty  years  ago  and  take  the  Nairs  now.  Eighty  or  ninety 
-per  cent.  ...of  them  have  only  one.  wife  although  the  law  allows  them  to 
have  more  than  one.  Take  again ?  the  Mahomedans-  My  friend 
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Mr.  M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai  just  tells  me  that,  as  a  rule,  Mahomedaus  have 
only  one  wife,  except  the  man  in  the  street,  the  vulgar  portion  of  it.  So 
the  sanctity  of  family  life  with  one  wife  is  being  recognised  all  over  the 
world.  It  was  a  thunderbolt  to  me  to  hear  Mr.  S.  Subralimanya  Pillai 
make  a  pronouncement  about  polygamy,  and  it  took  the  breath  out  of  me. 
It  is  like  doubling  the  Karamanai  river  or  asking  it  to  flow  upwards ; 
when  civilisation  is  inarching  forward  and  going  on  to  monogamy  it  is 
outrageous  at  this  hour  of  day  to  propose  to  go  back  to  polygamy. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELIT  PILLAI  iTnrmdrummm  Nedmuwgad ):  Sir, 
I  want  to  rise  to  a  point  of  personal  explanation.  Nobody  wanted  to 
enforce  polygamy.  My  point  was  that,  under  particular  exceptional 
cases,  a  man  may  lie  permitted  to  have  more  than  one  wife.  I  did  not 
say,  nor  did  I  understand  Mr.  Subralimanya  Pillai  to  say,  that  poly¬ 
gamy  should  be  enforced.  (Laughter,) 

PEE  SID  ENT  :  Mr.  Hoogewerf  also,  dpes  not  say  that. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  enm  Neduu,angad)  : 
Because  it  is  rather  a  subtle  point  which,  I  thought  would  require  an 
explanation,  I  rose  to  speak  on  that  point. 

Mr.  A.  HOOG-BWBBF  (No  ninated ) ;  Society  depends  upon  the 
sanctity  of  married  life.  •'  It  is  the  foundation  of  society  and  it  is  the 
foundation  of  all,  good  government.  Unless  the  husband,  the  wife  and 
the  children  live  in  happiness  there  can  be  no  society  and  there  can 
be  no  good  government.  It  is  in  fact  the  fabric  of  society.  No  one 
who  has  two  wives  with  a  number  of  children  by  both  can  be  happy. 
The. children  will  be  fighting  like  Kilkenny  cats.  The  wives  will  be 
tearing  each  other’s  eyes  out  and  pulling  out  each  other’s  hair.  The  time 
is  past  when  polygamy  was  looked  upon  as  a  social  custom.  The 
schoolmaster  is  abroad,  education  has  spread  all  over  the  world, 
and  universities  are  springing  up  everywhere.  Woman  is  beginning  to 
know  her  freedom  and  is  coning  by  her  own,  both  in  the  family  and  in 
society.  ,  What  a  dreadful  thing  it  is  to  contemplate  to  have  in  one 
house  two  wives  with  jealousy  between  one  wife  and  another!  The 
■man  will  not  have  any  peace  of  mind  or  body  at  all,  and  everything  will 
be  at  sixes  and  sevens.  I  therefore  strongly  protest  against  tlie  very  idea 
of  polygamy.  I  congratulate  the  Law  Member  in  having  brought  for¬ 
ward  a, Bill  on,  such  sound  lines  quite  in  keeping,  with  the  times,  though 
I  do  not  entirely  subscribe  to  the  several  items  of  the  Bill.  I  fully 
support  the  Bill  as  a  "whole. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirural/a) :  Sir,  I  congratu¬ 
late  the  members  of  the  Nanjanad  Vellala  Committee  on  the  progressive 
spirit  which  runs  through  this  Bill.  In  fact,  to  my  mind,  this  Bill  re¬ 
presents  the  hi  ghwater  mark  in  social  legislation  in  this  country.  (Hear, 
hear.)  In  some ’respects,  it  goes  perhaps  much  farther  than  even  the 
Wildest  expectations  of  the  several  members  of  the  community  itself.  I  . 
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even  feel  jealous  of  tlie  community  in  so  far  as  in  regard  to  my  com¬ 
munity  the  same  advanced  views  were  not  supported  to  the  same  extent 
in  this  Council. 

In  regard  to  the  Bill,  there  are  some  matters  which,  though 
perhaps  they  might  appear  to  be  details,  will  affect  the  main  principles 
of  the  Bill  and  which  require  consideration.  The  first  question  to 
my  mind  which  presents  some  difficulty  is  the  question  of  partition. 
The  provision  for  partition  in  this  Bill  is  as  simple  as  simple  could  be. 
Simplicity  is  itself  a  merit  in  certain  cases.  Unfortunately  it  has  not 
got  any  merit  in  regard  to  the  provision  for  partition  in  this  Bill,  I 
regret  that  the  framers  of  this  Bill  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
enlarge  or  amplify  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  in  regard  to  .  partition. 
The  Bill  recognises  the  right  of  every  member  of  a  mannvakkathaijam, 
Vellala  family  to  demand  a  share  in  the  family  properties.  The  only 
fetter  which  is  sought  to  be  imposed  upon  this  right  is  the  life  of  the 
'mother.  This  may  appear  to  be  simple  at  first  sight.  But  when  you 
consider  it  more  closely,  you  will  find  that  it  will  lead  us  into  great 
absurdities.  It  assumes  that  every  inarit-wakkakhayam  Vellala  family 
consists  of  a  mother  and  her  children  alone.  A  marumakkathaymn 
Vellala  family,  or,  for  the  matter  of  that,  a  Nair  family,  or  an  Ezhava  • 
family  might  consist  of  more  than  three  or  four  generations  of  members. 
It  may  consist  of  a  mother,  a  grandmother,  a  great-grandmother  '  and 
her  children;  I  will  illustrate  my  point  a  little  further  by  a  concrete  ■ 
instance.  Take,  for  instance,  a  . family  in  which  there  are  two  genera¬ 
tions  of  members,  women  having  grandchildren.  :  Supposing  the  grand¬ 
mother  is  alive  in  such  a  family  and  one  of  her  daughters  or  grand¬ 
daughters  dies  leaving  children,  what  is  to  be  the  law  of  partition  that 
should  be  applied  to  such  a  family  ?  According  to  the  provisions  in  the 
Bill,  no  member  will  be  entitled  to  a  division  except  the  children  of 
these  young  ladies  who  may  have  died.  .  Take  another  case.  A 
woman  has  got  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  She  is  alive.  These 
two  daughters  have  each  got  two  daughters  and  two  sons.  Supposing 
one  of  these  daughters — the  granddaughters— dies- leaving  two  minor  ■ 
sons  -  then  in  that  family  which  consists  of  so  many  members,  the 
minors  would  alone  he  entitled  to  ask  for  a  share  in  the  tarwad 
property.  That  would  he  exactly  the  result  of  the  provision  for  partition 
in  the  Bill ;  because  in  clause  i)  it  says  that  “  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  section  11  every  member  of  a  tar  mad  may  be  compelled  to  divide 
from  any  other  member  of  the  tarwad  ”,  Clause  10  says  that  “  tarwad 
properties  shall  be  divided  among  all  its  members  ”;  and  clause  11  says  - 
that  “  no  claim-  for  .  partition  of  tarwad  property  shall  accrue  i  to  any . 
person  during  the  life-time  of  the  mother  of  such  person  ”.  -  So  that,  if  ‘ 
there  is  one  lnerober  whose  mother  is  not  .alive,  he  alohe  shall  be  ' 
entitled  to  partition.  There  may.  be  several  members,  both  male  and 
female,  who  are  senior  to  him,  yet  those  persons  who  are  several  years 
senior  to  him  will  not  be  entitled  to  ask  for  partition.  That 'will  be  the  - 
result  of  the  provision  as  it-  now  stands.  .  .1  do  not  think  the1  framers  cSh-  . 
templated  this  aspect,  because,  on  going  through  the  report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  prior  Bill  and  that  of  the  Mafumakkathayam  Vellala 
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Committee,  I  find  that  this  restriction  was  not  imposed  with  regard  to 
tanoad  property,  and  rightly,  but  in  regard  only  to  snb-tarwad  property, 
Of  course,  the  mb-larwad  may  ordinarily  consist  only  of  a  mother  and 
her  children.  Butin  regard  to  tarwad  property,  no  such  restriction  seems 
to  have  been  imposed,  because  they  have  not  met  with  the  difficulty  that 
I  am  trying  to  point  out  to  the  House.  If  that  is  not  what  is  intended,  wo 
will  have  to  say  that  partition  can  ho  effected  only  in  the  manner  suggest¬ 
ed  by  the  Ezhava  Regulation  or  the  Cochin  Nnir  Regulation.  That  is  the 
only  consistent  view  that  can  be  taken.  11.'  you  impose  any  restriction 
on  the  law  of  partition,  although  it  looks  as  if  the  principle  of  individual 
partition  was  recognised,  it  appears  to  mo  that  it  is  far,  far  behind  actual 
individual  partition.  If  it  means  what  it  really  reads,  it  will  lead  to 
serious  difficulties  and  absurdities.  . That,  is  one  point  which  I  wish 
to  lay  great  emphasis  upon  and  which  I.  suppose,  will  be  taken  note 
of  by  the  Select  Committee  at  the  proper  stage. 

Another  point  is  with  regard  to  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  in  the 
matter  of  dissolution  of  marriage,  lu  ttio  case  oi  Mm  toxmtvas  and  the 
Nairs,  the  Munsiffs  were  vested  with,  jurisdiction  because  it  is  purely  a 
formal  matter ;  hut  in  the  case  of  this  Bill,  the  dissolution  of  marriage 
is  a  far  more,  important  and  serious  matter  than  in  the  case  of  the 
Nairs  and  the  Ezhavas.  Very  many  questions  of  groat  importance- 
questions  of  fact  in  issue  ol' “a  very  important  nature— -will  have  to  be 
decided  by  the  Court  in  determining  tho  right  to  divorce.  1't  appears 
to  me  therefore  that  this  matrimonial  jurisdiction  should  not  bo  vested 
in  the  Muusiffs  but  should  be  conferred  on  the  District  Courts,  which 
alone  should  be  competent  to  decide  such  cases.  To  my  mind  no  hard¬ 
ship  will  arise  tlierby  because  the  community  lives  in  a  more  or  less  com¬ 
pact  area  and  within  that  area  there  is  a  District  Court.  Therefore  it 
cannot  be  a  cause  for  any  great  inconvenience  or  injustice. 

Then  in  regard  to  intestate  succession,  the  mistake  that  was  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  Nair  Regulation lias  been  perpetuated  in  this  Bill  also.  The 
definitions  of  “issue”  and  “children”  have  been  the  subject-matter  of 
great  controversy  subsequent  to  the  passing  of  the  Nair  Regulation.'  I 
am  afraid  that,  if  you  leave -the  section  here  as  it  is,  then  it  will 
lead  to  the  same  curso  of  litigation  with  the.  uncertainty  in  regard  to 
this  expression. 

In  regard  to  the  uncertainty  of  expression  we  find  “children”  used 
apparently  only  in  the  sense  of  daughters  of  the  deceased.  Section  14 
says: 

1.  -  “On  the  (loath  of  an  intestate  mule  leaving  him  surviving  children,  they  shall 
be  entitled  tc  tho  whole  of  his  property  subject  to  tho  rigWt  of  the  widow  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  for  maintenance  until  her  death  or  her  remarriage  whithovor  is  earlior. 

2.  The  malo  and  female  children  of  the  deceased  shall  lake  equally  the  property 
referred  to  in  sub-section  1. 

.  3.  If  any  child  of  the  intestate  shall  have  predeceased  him  but  leaving  isBUO,  suoh 
issue  shall  be  entitled  to  the  share  which  such  ohilj,  if  alive  at  the  time  of  tho  death 
of  the  intestate,  would  have  taken”. 
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Of  course,  the  children  are  not  entitled  under  the  law  for  parti¬ 
tion  to  any  share  in  the  property  at  all  because  the  mother  may  be 
alive. 

There  are  certain  otlier  small  defects  also  some  of  which  have  been 
pointed  out,  but  they  may  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Select 
Committee  and  I  need  not  elaborately  deal  with  them  now.  These  are 
matters,  I  submit,  that  should  he  taken  into  serious  consideration  in  dis¬ 
cussing  the  several  provisions  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional,  Head  Sirkar  VaMI) :  .  Sit, 
I  am  glad  that  the  Bill  has  met  with  the  general  approval  of  the  House, 
but  I  may  explain  one  or  two  matters  against  which  some  criticisms 
seem  to  have  been  levelled. 

In  the  first  -  place,  I  have  distinctly  stated  in  the  Statement  of 
Objects  and  Reasons  as  to  what  part  I  played  in  the  drafting  of  the  Bill. 
I  did  not  do  anything  except  to  copy  the  Bill  submitted  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  with  one  or  two  verbal  alterations  which  I  thought  necessary. 
One  was  in  the  case  of  intestate  succession.  It  was  stated  that,  in  the 
absence  of  the  widow  and  children,  the  brothers  and  sisters  alone  should 
take  the  property.  I  thought  that  the  Committee  had  inadvertently 
omitted  the  mother.  So  I  included  the  mother  also. 

Then  in  the  case  of  .partition,  it  was  expressly  stated  in  the  body 
of  the  Report  that  nobody  could  claim  partition  of  tarwacl  property 
during  the  life-time  of  the  parent.  I  thought  they  meant  only  the 
mother  when  they  said  parent,  because  during  the  life-time  of  the  father 
his  children  are  not  considered  to  be  members  of  the  tarwad.  So  it 
can  only  have  meant  ‘during  the  life  time  of  the  mother’.  I  therefore., 
converted  ‘parent’  into  ‘mother’.  These  are  the  only  alterations  that  I 
made  so  far  as  the  Bill  itself  is  concerned. 

Therefore  I  am  not  responsible  for  any  mistake.  If  there  is  any 
mistake,  Mr.  Subrahmanya  Pillai  himself  must  account  for  it.  There  is 
absolutely  no  note  of  dissent  on  the  part  of  the  signatories.  So  I 
thought  that  the  Bill  was  acceptable  to  the  whole  community.  Of 
course  it  is  open  to  Mr.  Subrahmanya  Pillai  to  change  his  views  on 
some  points,  especially  since  we  have  had  the  benefit  of  the 
discussions  on  the  Nair  Bill  and  the  Ezhava  Bill.  -  I  do  not  find 
fault  with  Mr.  Subrahmanya  Pillai  for.  having  changed  his  views. 
I  only  thought' that  there  was  unanimity  of  opinion  because,  even 
after  six  months  after  the  publication  of  the  Bill,  no  objection  has  been 
raised.  .Further,  as  I  said,  having  acted  upon  the  assurance  given  .by 
Mf.  Subrahmanya  Pillai,  I  think  he  is  estopped  from  finding  fault  with 
me  for  some  mistakes  in  the  Bill. 

Ms.  M.  SUBRAHMANYA  PILLAI  (Co-op: 'ed  Member)' y  I  only  , 
find  fault  with  him  because  he  failed  to  bring,  in  the  Bill  his  idea  as 
stated  in  his  Statement  of  Objects  and  Reasons.  There  he  says  that 
only  a  widow  and  a  widower  could  marry  and  he  has  failed  to  bring  out 
that  idea  in  the  bill.  That  is:  the  only  fault  that  I  pointed  out  in  re¬ 
gard  to  him.  As  regards  the  other  points,  !  have  myself  changed  my 
opinion.  1  think  I  have  grown  wiser  by  time.  ,  (Laughter,) 

-  \  Vc).  IV-Fo.  2,  ■  e 
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[Mr.  V.  Subba  Aiyar.] 

Mr.  V,  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  With 
reference  to  clause  4, 1  may  say  that,  if  my  friend  will  only  take  the 
trouble  to  read  clause  4  as  drafted  by  him  and  clause  4  in  the  present  Bill, 
he  will  find  tirp<t  .thi>TO-  i*>  absolutely  no  change.  Word  for  word,  it  is  the 
same.  If  thsi’e  .  is  any  .mistake,  I  do  not  think  it  can  he  attributed  to 

With  reference  to  the  other  clauses,  we  have  had  vein-  many  in- 
terestingobservations.  Mr.  K.  raramesvaran  Pillai  has  made  somo’sng. 
gestionis  with  regard  to  partition  ami  oilier  portions  of  tlm  hill :  and  so 
also  Mr.  P.  K.  Nnmvann,  Pillui.  Whether  it  is  inyseli'  or  the  Committee 
that  drafted  the  Bill,  the  object  of  the  discussion  in  the  House  is  to  see 
that  the  various  aspects  are  placed  before  the  House  so  that  wo  may 
come  to  a.  final  and  satisfactory  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
I  believe  the  Select  Committee  will  certainly  lake  into  consideration  all 
the  criticisms  that  have  been  levelled  against  somc'of  the  clauses  in  the 
Bill ;  and  when  it  emerges  out  of  the  Select  Committee,  I  daresay,  it  will 
be  acceptable  to  the  whole  House. 

The  question  that  the  Nanjanad  Vellala  Bill  be  read  in  Council  was 
then  put  to  vote  and  carried. 

The  Secretary  read  the  title  of  the  'Bill. 

Mr'.' V.  SUBBA  AIYAR,  (A  dll  liana!  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  consisting  <3 
Messrs.  M.  Subrahmanya  Pillui,  T.  M.  Ohidambaratunu  Pillai,  Paul 
V.  Daniel,  T.  Kumar  a  Pillai,  N.  Ramakrishnii  Pillai,  K.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai,  P.  K  Narayana  Pillai,  M.  Raja  Raja  Vavma  and  myself.  I  think 
it  will  take  six  months  before  the  report  is  presented  to  this  Council. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Subha  Aiyar,  will  be  the  President  of  the 
Select  Committee. 

The  Council  adjourned  for  lunch  at  2.  10  r.  w.  and  reassembled 
at  3.  8  p.  m. 


THE  TRAVANCOEE  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES  BILL. 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (AdllHovH  Real  Sirkar  Vakil):  Sir, 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Government  Securities  Bill  be  read  in  Council. 

Mr.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAT  (A,/.  Finaimal  Mercian,  h 
Government)-,  I  second  it. 

M'r.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Read  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
main  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  remove  some  of  the  difficulties  that  have 
been  experienced  with  regard  U>  the  Travancore  Debenture  Bonds.  In 
the  first  place,  the  transfer,  assignment,  or  negotiability  and  other  matters 
connected  with  these  bonds  are’ now  regulated  by  rules  passed  by  the  exe¬ 
cutive,  and  therefore  compliance  with  the  rules  will  not  in  the  least 
absolve  Government  from  ultimate  liability.  Besides,  the  public  who 
have  taken  the  bonds  do  not  have  the  necessary  protection  which 
they  ought  to  have  in  the- case  of  Government  securities. 
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I  would  _  explain  the  point  further.  In  the  first  place,  .under 
the  rules  it  is  stated  that  every  bond  in  order  to  be  negotiated 
must  be  endorsed  and  the  assignment  or  transfer  should  be  regis¬ 
tered  by  the  Financial  Secretary.  Then  only  will  it  have  any  effect 
and  the  Government  will  be  liable  to  pay.  The  effect  of  this  “is  that 
it  is  not  ordinarily  possible  to  negotiate  these  bonds  and  they  do 
not  get  as  much  currency  as  they  ought  to.  I  may  mention  the 
case  where,  when  one  person  was  about  to  become  an  insolvent,  he  en¬ 
dorsed  a  bond  in. favour  of  Iris  creditor  who,  in  turn,  endorsed  it 
in  favour  of  another  gentleman  who  endorsed  it  in  favour  of  the 
Imperial  Bank  of  India.  The.  Account  Officer  stoutly  refused  to 
recognise  the  assignment  because  it  was  not  registered  by  "the  Account 
Officer  when  transferred.  In  such  case's  Government  must  be  bound, 
strictly  speaking,  to  recognise  the  negotiability  of  these  bonds.  As  it  is, 
the  free  purchase  and  sale  of  bonds  .are  practically  impossible  and  the 
procedure  should  he  made  as  simple  and  easy,  as  possible.  It  is  with  a 
"view  to  remove  such  difficulties  that  the  present  Bill  has  been  introduced. 

I  will  now  state  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.  First 
of  all,  if  a  bond  stands  iii  the  name  of  an  executor,  the  beneficiaries 
are  not  entitled  to  ,  payment.  Government  should  be  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  in  such  cases  to  pay  the  trustee,  ignoring  altogether  the  persons 
■who  are  really  entitled  to  it.  In  such  cases,  the  question  as  to  the 
relationship  of  the  executor  and  the  beneficiary  and  the  extent  of  right 
of  the  beneficiaries  should  be  decided  by  a  court  and  not  by  the  Gov- 
eminent  as  recognised  by  the  rules  now. 

Then  again,  in  the  case  of  bonds  .which  stand  in  the  name  of 
two  or  more  persons,  if  one  of  them  dies,  the  survivors  are  entitled  to 
the  bond  and  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  have  to  go  to  the  courts  of  law  to 
have  their  rights  ascertained.  In  the  case  of  minors  in  whose  name  a 
bond  may  stand,  the  interest  may  be  paid  to  the  guardians  and  Govern¬ 
ment  will  be  absolved  of  all  liability  in  the  matter.  . 

Lastly,  if  a  person  endorses  a  bond,  it  will  be  known  to  everybody 
that  the  endorser  will  be  liable  to  the  man,  whoever  he  may  be,  who 
ultimately  gets  the  bond,  so  that  the  intermediate  endorsers  are  not 
absolved  from  all  liabilities.  The  Bill  absolves  from  all.  liability, 
the  liability  being  thus  imposed  on  the  Government  alone.  These, 
provisions  are  intended  to  give  more  currency  and  to  remove  the 
inconvenience  and  difficulty  experienced  for  the  past  so  many  years  in 
the  practical  working  and  assignment  of  these  bonds.  I  hope  therefore 
that  this  Bill  will  be  acceptable  to  the  House.  ■ 

.  The  question  that  the  Government  Securities  Bill  be  read  in  Coun¬ 
cil  was  put  and  carried. .  "  '  .  -  :.-v. 

'  The  Secretary  read  the  title  of  the  Bill. 

:  Mr.  V.  .SUBBA  MY A&  [Additional  Head  iSirkarJahil):  .Sii\  t 
beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  consistiiigv 
of  Messrs.  N,  Padmanabha  Pillai,  K.  Paramesyaran  Pillai,  G.  Parapie- 
svaran  Pillai,  B-  Nilakanda  Pillai _ and  myself.  I  think  the  report  of  ch« 
Select  Committee  will  be'  ready -in  three  months.  A: 
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[Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai.] 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Sulilva  Aiyar  will  bo  the  President  oft  ha 
committee. 

Mb.  T.  K.  YELU  PILLAl  (Trirandrirn  cum  Ncdiumniyad)  :  Sir, 
Mr.  Nilakanda  Pillai  will  be  here  only  for  some  time.  When  Mr. 
George  rejoins  us,  he  will  have,  to  be  separately  appointed  to  the  Select 
Committee. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( ddditimal  [lend  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  In  tho 
case  of  any  vacancy,  the  Dewan  has  the  power  to  appoint  another. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Nilakanda  Pillai  will  resign  and  Mr.  George 
will  he  put  in  by  me. 


THE  TBAVANOOUE  MAJORITY  BIDE. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Hmd  Sirkar  Vakil):  Sir,  I, 
’beg  to  move  that  the  Travancoro  Majority  Bill  be  road  in  Council. 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVAEA  AIYAR  {S-orviary  la  (hwcrimisnt) :  I 
second  it. 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {AddUi»nal  Hea  l'  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  The 
object  of  the  Bill  is  very  elaborately  stated  in  the  Statement  of  Objects 
and  Reasons.  In  Travimeoro,  for  the  purpose  of  some  regulations,  for 
instance,  tho  Limitation  Regulation,  the  Registration  Regulation  and 
the  Guardian  and  Wards  Regulation,  the  age  of  majority  is  fixed  at  18. 
But,  in  some  of  the  decisions  of  tho  High  Court,  it  has  been  held  that 
the  common  law  has  been  abrogated  only  to  the  extent  or  for  purposes 
of  those  Regulations  and  therefore  the  age  of  majority  should  bo  regarded 
as.  16-  That  leads  to  many  complications  ami  the  judges  themselves 
who 'decided  the  eases  have  suggested  that,  although  they  had  decided 
otherwise,  it  is  open  to  the  legislature  to  correct  the  mistakes  in  the 
common  law  and  to  see  that  the  age  of  majority  is  fixed  at  18.  In 
pursuance,  of  their  suggestion  and  of  the  interpellation  of  one  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  this  Bill  has  been  brought  in.  I  do  not  think 
it  requires  further  explanation.  There  is  only  one  section  in  the  Bill. 

Mb.  J..JOHN  NIDIRY  (.Ohangamalury  cum  Minavhil) :  I  second 
it. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  While  support¬ 
ing  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  I  have  to  make  one  observation.  The  law 
with  respect  to  the  question,  of  majority  as  now  settled  by  the  High 
Court,  except  under  certain  Regulations  and  the  general  law  of  the  land 
has  to  be  taken  to  be  16  years  of  age.  When  that  is  the  law,  the  Bill 
that  we  now  intend  to  pass  in  this  Council  proposes  to  make  18  years 
as  the  age  of  majority.  We  must  certainly  give  some  time  for  the 
altered  law  to  come  into  operation.  Eor  example,  when  we  changed  the 
lav?  with  respect  to  limitation,  a  time-limit  was  specified  for  the  parties 
who  have  got  anything' to  do  ..under  the  existing  law  to  make  up  their 
mind  to  accept  the  new  law  which  is  to  be  passed.  Accordingly  the 
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Indian  Majority  Act  itself  says  that  it  will  come  into  force  only  after 
three  months  after  it  was  passed.  A  similar  provision,  I  think,  is 
necessary  as  is  the  usual  practice.  I  only  point  out  this  difficulty  in  the 
present  measure  ;  and  with  this  observation.  I  also  support  the  principle 
of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (A  Iditlonal  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  With 
reference  to  the  observations  of  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai,  I  think  that 
section  4  is  clear  on  the  point,  viz.,  that  nothing  done  under  tills  Regm 
lation  shall  affect  the  capacity  of  any  person  who,  before  this  Regulation 
comes  into  force,  has  attained  majority  under  the  law  applicable  to  bin  . 
Such  cases  will  not  be  covered  by  this  Regulation.  Anyhow,  the  point 
suggested  by  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  may  be  considered  at  a  later 
stage. 

Mb,  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalajmzha) :  I  say  that, 
because  we  have  a  similar  provision  in  the  Indian  Majority  Act. 

The  question  that  the  T'ravancore  Majority  Bill  be  read  in.  Council 
was  put  and  carried. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  title  of  the.  Bill. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  klYkll  {Additional  Head  Si rkur  Vakil) :  I  beg  to 
move  that,  this  being  a  small  measure,  any  amendment  necessary  might 
be  made  at  the  time  the  Bill  is  considered  by  this  Council  next  time  . and 
that  it  be  not  referred  to  any  Select  Committee. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 


THE  BANKERS’.  BOOKS  EVIDENCE  BILL. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  Sir, 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Bankers’  Books  Evidence  Bill  be  read'  in 
Council. 

•  Mb.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial-Secretary  to.  Gov¬ 
ernment)  :  I  second  it. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil): .  Sir, 
the  object  of  the  Bill  is  to, afford  facilities  for  bankers  having  very  heavy 
transactions.  Under  the  Travancore  law,  if  the  evidence  of  entries  in 
the  books  of  a  bank  is  required,  such  books  have  to  be  produced  and 
the  judiciary  are  authorised  to  ask  the  banker  to  produce  his  books.- 
This  leads  to  very  many  difficulties  and  it  is  hot  possible  for  the.  court 
to  receive  any  secondary  evidence,  because  secondary  evidence  can  be 
accepted  only  under  certain  circumstances.  Eor  various  other  reasons, 
if  is  Obligatory  upon  the  bankers  even  to  produce  the  orignal  books 
under  certain  conditions,  when  the  litigants  want  them  for  purposes  of 
evidence. 

This  difficulty  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Government 
by  some  banks  and  it  is  a  real  grievance  no  doubt.  What  ’the  present 
Bill  proposes  to  do  is,  in  the  case  of  banks  and  in  the  case  of  indiyiduaj 
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Mr.  .  T.  Lakshmana  Pillai.] 

or  private  firms  notified  by  the  Government,  to  enable  snob  banks  or 
firms  to  give  attested  or  certified  copies  of  |,be.  entries.  But,  of  course, 
if  it  is  impugned  by  either  side  and  if  the  court  thinks  it  necessary  for 
the  ends  of  justice  to  have  the  original  hooks  produced,  then  it  may  call 
for  them.  Ordinarily  the  book  has  to  lie  produced  now  in  court  and  left 
in. the  court  itself.  Very  many  persons  do  not  like  their  hooks  to  he  in¬ 
spected  by  others  and  their  being  put  to  oilier  unnecessary  inconveni¬ 
ences  also,  because  it  interferes  with  their  business. 

Mb.  N.  .PAD MANAJIH A  I’l  lfHA  1  ;  May  .1 

know  how  many  registered  companies  there  are  in  the  Htate  and  how 
many  of  them  arc  of  more  than  ten  years'  standing  ? 

Mm  V.  SUB13A  AIYAR  ( AddUUioml  il.vd  sirkar  I W.  if) :  About 
42.  There  are  very  many  indigenous  banks.  In  the  case  of  individual 
or  private  firms,  it  is  only  if  the  Government,  are  satisfied  about  them 
that  the  notification  will  bo  issued.  After  all,  the  bankers  have  iial- 
vazhi  books.  In  some  other  eases,  very  heavy  hooks  are  to 
be  placed  in  courts  with  the  result  that  they  arc  kept  in  the.  court 
for  some  time  and  then  taken  from  the  court,  and  tbo.v  have  to  be.  brought 
again  to  the  court  if  required.  All  this  will  pul  the  bankers  to  consider¬ 
able  inconvenience. 

PRESIDENT  :  Does  it  include  fiirn/i  business  also  ? 

Mb.  V-  SUBBA  AIYAll  (Additional  Head  sirkur  Vakil ) :  '  Yes, 
hwidi  banks  may  also  be  recognised  by  the  Government. 

In  such  cases,  you  can  rely  upon  the  copies  of  the  entry  ;  but  if 
the  court  wants  the  original  l'ur  any  purpose  it  may  call,  for  it.  I 
think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the  interests  of  banks  to  give  such 
reasonable  help  to  tl lose  bankers  :  otherwise,  they  will  be  put  to  con¬ 
siderable  inconvenience  and  difficulties. 

Mr.  M.  It.  MADI1AYA  VAUIAlt  (Ohaujaniwr  cum  I'attanam- 
titta ):  What  is  the  inconvenience ‘f 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  A!  YAR  ( .  UMithuul  Head  Uirkur  1  'akil):  That  is 
to  say,  the  books  have  to  be  taken  to  the  courts,  and  left  there  for  some 
time.  . 

•Mb.  G.  PAltAMESV  Alt  AN  PILLAI  (Am mattUkam)  :  May  I 
know  whether'  it  is  not  the  practice  for  bank's  and  witnesses  to  produce 
their-  account  books,  and  whether,  on  production  of  a  certified  copy 
thereof,  they  are  permitted  to  take  back  the  account  books  at  once? 

PRESIDENT  :  Is  it  legal  accoding  to  the  Evidenco  Act.? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Adithnal  Head  Hirhtr  VahiD  :  it  has 
to  be  produced  there,  and,  if  it  is  necessary,  it  has  to .  be  brought  again. 
The  fact  is  that,  even  though  we  produce  it  and  leave  a  copy  and 'then 
get  it  back,  it  means  unnecessary  delay  and  inconvenience- 

Me,  T.  L  AK  SHM  AN  A  PILLAI  {Nominated) :  Who,  is  to  certi¬ 
fy  to  the  eligibility  of  the  bank  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  ' 
Regulation? 
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Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Read  Sirlcar  Vakil):  The 
Government. 

MR.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Knrtigapalli) :  May  I 
know  how  many  representations  have  been  made  to  Government  and  ' 
by  whom? 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirlcar  VaM 7) :  In  the 
first  place,  by  the  Imperial  Bank  of  India. 

Mr.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ac/.  Financial  Secretary  to  Govern¬ 
ment):  I  second  the  motion. 

Mr.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  ( Kctnmaijapalli ) :  Sir,  I  oppose 
the  principle  of  the  Bill.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  necessity  or 
justification  for  the  enactment  of  such  a 'measure  at  present.  So  far  as 
the  Anchal  and  Post  Office  Savings  Banks  lire  concerned,  their  books 
can  be  treated  as-public  documents  and  secondary  evidence  admitted. 
Those  books  apart,  I  can  find  no  need  for  a  measure'  of  the  kind  now 
proposed.  The  learned  mover  of  the  Bill  says  that  bankers  feel  con¬ 
siderable  inconvenience  and  obstruction  to  business  if  the  books  are  to 
be  produced  in  court' and  detained  there  for  any  time.  If  such  a  ground 
is  to  weigh  with  us,  we  should,  in  fairness,  extend  the  law  to  all  sort's 
■  of  account  books.  I  fail  to  see  why  the  books  of  a  small  banking  com- 
pany  should  have  greater  consideration  at  our  hands  ■  than  those  of 
respectable  firms  doing  Other  business.  The  law  in  some  other  countries 
no  doubt  permits  secondary  evidence  being  admitted  in  the  case  of 
bankers’  books.  But  that  is  founded  upon  quite  a  different  principle,  viz.,- 
that  the  public  inconvenience  caused  by  the  removal  of  documents  -of 
that  sort  would  justify  the  introduction  of  secondary  evidence. 

In  Mortimer  ■vs.  M’callan,  the  leading  English  case  on  the  subject 
Lord  Abinger,  G.  B.  states  thus  : — 

“  It  has  been  established  by  a  series  of  decisions,  the  first  of  them,  I  think,  by  Lord 
Mansfield,  that  the  books  of  the  Bank  of  England  being  of  great  concernment  to  the 
whole  of  the  national  creditors,  the  removal  of  them  would  be  So 'inconvenient  that  copies 
of  them  might  bo  received  in  evidence.  It  was  founded  upon  the  principle  that  the  public 
inconvenience  from  the  removal  of  documents  of  that  sort  would  justify  the  introduction  of 
secondary  evidence.  That  principle  has  been  adopted  in  a  variety  of  cases  and  has  never 
been  questioned  since.  I  know  there  have  been  attempts  to  apply  it  in  oases  whore  it  was 
not  applicable;  the  first  was  the  ease  of  Ilex  vs.  Lord  George  Gordon  (2  Doug  690),  where 
copies  of  the  journals  of  the  Honso  of  Commons  were  offered  to  be  given  in  evidence,  and  . 
supported  on  the  ground  of  the  above  decision  by  Lord  Mansfield  as  to. the  books  of  the 
Bank  of  England;  hut  thsy  were  rejected  by  him  on  the  trial  on  the  ground  that  no  such  , 
iaconvonionoe  would  attend  the  removal  of  the  journals  of  tlie .Blouse  of  Commons,  as  any  ’ 
wishing  to  remove  them  could  get  the  sanction  of  the  Speaker  to  do  so.. ..., The  next 
oas'e  that  arose  was  with  respect  to  the  books  of  the  Customs  and  Exoise.. -  It  was 
formerly  the  practice  to  produce  them,  but  after  some  consideration  it  was  thought 
that-tho  public  inconvenience  was  so  groat,  that  it  has  become  every  day’s  practice  in 
this  and  tlio  other  courts,  to  allow  copies  of  those  books  to  be  received  in  evidence. 
That  goes  upon  the  general  principle  of  not  removing  books  of  general  concernment. 
Then,  does  not  that  principle  apply  in.  all  such  oases-?  The  public. inconvenience  in  this 
oase  ie  as  great  as  in  the  case  ef  any  other  books,”. 

In.  the  present. state  of  the  banking  industry  in  ibis  country,  I  can¬ 
not  think  that  the  production  of  bankers’  books  can  in  any  way  inconveni¬ 
ence  the  public. :  In  any  event  there  has  not  so  far  been  any-  demand 
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from  the  public  for  a  measure  of  the  kind  now  before  the  House. 
According  to  the  latest  report  of  the  Joint  Stock  Companies  Registrar, 
there  are  only  39  companies  in  the  State  now  doing  banking  business. 
Several  of  these  are  concerns  very  lately  started  and  their  soundness  is 
questioned  by  the  Registrar  himself. 

The  Bill  proposes,  in  course  of  time,  to  extend  the  provisions  of  this 
Regulation  to  the  books  of  any  partnership  or  individual  carrying  on 
banking  business  in  this  Slate.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  am  afraid, 
the  Bill,  if  passed,  would  occasion  hardship  to  the  general  public. 

Even  in  England,  it  was  only  after  a  good  deal  of  hesitation  that  a 
concession  of  the  kind  was  extended  to  the  banks  generally.  The  Bank 
of  England  enjoyed  the  concession  on  the  ground  that  their  books  were 
of  great  concernment  to  the  national  creditors.  It  is  only  in  the  year 
1879  that  the  concession  was  extented  to  the  other  banks  by  the  Bankers’ 
Books  Evidence  Act  (42  Viet.  C.  11).  That  act  also  takes  care  to  pro¬ 
vide  necessary  safeguards  against  perpetration  of  any  fraud.-  Sections  4 
and  5  of  that  Act  make  actual  proof  that  the  book,  at  the  time  of  the 
making  of  the  entry,  was  made  in  the  usual  and  ordinary,  course  of 
business,  that  the  book  is  in  the  custody  or  control  of  the  bank  and  also 
that  the  copy  has  been  examined  with  the  original  entry  and  is  correct, 
a  condition  precedent  to  the  admissibility  of  secondary  evidence.  The 
Bill  before  us  provides  for  a  mere  certification  to  that  effect.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  need  for  such  a  measure  has  arisen  and  I  therefore 
oppose  the  Bill.  ■ 

•*  Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  cum  KarUgapalli ) :  Sir, 

I  also  beg  to  oppose  the  Bill-  The  law,  as  it  stands  at  present,  allows  a 
banker  or  any  other  businessman  to  produce  a  copy  prepared  by  himself 
and  after  the  copy  is  compared  by  an  officer  of  the  court,  he  is  allowed 
to  take  the  book  back,'  When,  however,  questions  arise  as  to  the  ge¬ 
nuineness  of  the  transaction,  the  original  books  have  to  be  kept  in  court 
and  have  to  be  very  carefully  scrutinised.  So  that,  even  if  the  present 
Bill  be  .  passed  ,  into  law,  if  these  books  ,  are  necessary,  they  have  to  be. 
kept,  ill  .court  and  therefore  the  special  measure  of  protection  sought  to 
be  given  cannot  be  enforced  by  law.  Hence,  I  cannot  find,  in  the  first 
instance,  any  reason  or  justification  for  giving  a  privilege'  to  a  special 
class  of  people. 

Secondly,  how  banks,  are  in  a  better  position  than  other  business 
concerns  also  passes  comprehension.  There  are  a  number  of  banks  in  ; 
this  State  and  this  Bill  is  proposed  to  be  extended  to  these  banks  also-/ 
Some  -  of  them  are  flourishing,  under  high-sounding  names  like  the- 
Vembanad  Bank,  KaitapuzhaBank,  Patiramailal  "Bank,  etc.  There  arek 
a  'number  of  other  business-concerns  which  are  doing  a  much  large*/- 
volume  of  business  than  any  of  the  banks,  probably  excepting  any  branch' 
of  the  Imperial  Bank  in  Travancore.  ■<-  We  shall  take  as  illustration 
ness-concerns  like  those  of  Messrs.  Darragh,  Smaii  &  Go.,  Pierce  Leslie#.. 
Co., or  Harrisons  and  Crosfield.  If  banks  do  business  in  money  and  monfejU 
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alone,  those  other  concerns,  do  business  not  only  in  money  hut  in  com¬ 
modities  also.  It  cannot  be  said  that  these  banks  are  in  a  better  position 
'  or  require  more  safeguards  than  other  business  concerns  which  also  might 
find  it  extremely  difficult  or  even  more  difficult  to  bring  the  books 
before  the  court  cr  keep  them  there.  My  friend,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  has 
not  explained  why  banks  should  be  treated  on  a  better  footing  than 
other  business  concerns. 

Then  again,  though'  the  title  deals  with  bankers’  books  and 
bankers’  books  only,  we  find  in  section  5  the  following :  — 

“No  officer  of  a  bank  shall  in  any  legal  proceeding  to  which  the  bank  is  not  a 
party  be  compellable  to  produce  any  banker's  book,  the  contents  of  which  can  he  proved 

*  under  this  Regulation  or  to  appear  as  a  witness  to  prove  the  matters,  transactions  ami 
accounts  therein  recorded,  unless  by  order  of  the  court  made  for  special  cause.” 

Now,  who  are  the  officers  proposed  to  be  exempted  ?  "Does  it  mean 
everybody  from  the  go!  la  to  the  agent  of  the  bank  ?  Again,  what  are 
the  special  causes  that  would  justify  a  court  in  departing  from  the  general 
:  principle  that  is  stated  in  this  measure  ?  Supposing  for  ‘special  causes 
■  the  court  passes  an  order,  is  it  subject  to  appeal  or  revision  ?  Supposing  ■ 
I  these  banks  have  given  copies  and  they  are  put  in  in  evidence  in  a  case 
when  the  matter  is  disputed,  or  ever:  when  it  is  not  disputed,  the  tran- 
,  saction  has  to  be  independently  proved.  The  copies  will  be  evidence  of 
j  only  the  existence  of  those  entries  in  the  bank’s  books.  The  transactions 
themselves  have  to  be  independently  proved  under  the  Evidence  Act. 
So  that,  the  officer  will  have  to  be  summoned  to  swear  to  the  trans¬ 
action.  The  exemptions  proposed  in  tlie  bill  are  too  wide. 

When  I  saw  the  title  of  this  measure,  I  thought  that  a  correspond¬ 
ing  liability  or  responsibility  would  be  placed  upon  banks,,  whether 
private  banks,  individually  owned  banks,  firms  or  companies.  We 
have  had  plenty  of  instances  lately  when  the  public  have  deposited 
money  in  private  hanks  and  have  lost  considerably  owing  to  voluntary 
of  involuntary  cases  of  collapse.  .  Now,  at  the  first  blush,  I  thought 
.  the  Government,  or  rather  the  mover,  would  introduce  a  rule  to. 
tlie  effect  that  all  private  banks  which  take  deposits  from  the  general 
.  public  would  be.  bound  to  publish  their  balance  sheets,  lists  of  their 
holdings  and  lists  of  their  deposits  from  time  to  time,  if  not  monthly, 
at  least  quarterly.  It '  is  only  when  there  are  such  safeguards  that 
the  public  can  be  allowed  to  make  deposits  in  these  private  con¬ 
cerns.  In  the  absence,  then,  of  any  protection  to  the  general  public 
...against  these  banks,  we  find  a  sort  of  privilege  being  sought  to  be  con- 

*  Ferred  on  them.  It  appears  tome  to  be,  something  like  the  Princes’ 
.'Protection  Bill,  which  neither  princes  nor.  publicists  wanted. 

Another  objection  is  that,  when  applications  are  brought  before  the 
Government  for  the  grant  of  privileges  such  as  prescribed  in  the  present 
Bill,  the  Government  itself  might  feel  very  great  difficulty.  .  Here  are 
moneyed  interests, coming  and  seeding  valuable  privileges  from  Govern- 
_ment.  Government  agencies  are  human  and  they  act  upon  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  subordinate  officers.  There -may  be  rival  banks  in  the 
same  locality.  It  cannot  be  the  policy  of  the.  Government,  to  refuse 

*  Vol.  lV.-No.  2;  h 
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wholesale  all  applications  or  accept  wholesale  all  applications.  It  is 
only  when  the  Government  discriminates  between  the.  interests  of 
rival  hanks  that  the  danger  comes.  The  reputation  of  the  Government 
is  likely  to  be  shattered  when  one  bank  is  accorded  the  privileges  and 
another  refused.  Thus,  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Government  also, 
this  measure  appears  to  be  more  than  delicate.  The  credit  of  a  bant 
whose  application  is  refused  is  ruined  and  its  business  follows  its  credit.' 

Coming  to  one  or  two  other  provisions,  we  find  that  this  measure  is 
proposed  to  be  extended  only  to  banks  that  keep  a  cash-book,  a  day-bool 
••or  journal  and  a  ledger.  No  indigenous  bank  in  the  State  keeps  a  cash¬ 
book  and  a  day-book  separately.  The  Nalrazhi  is  all  in  all  to  them,  so1* 
that,  if  it  is  sought  to  be  accorded  only  to  banks  keeping  cash-books,  it  ; 
may  become  unworkable  so  far  as  indigenous  banks  are  concerned. 

Then,  we  find  we  arc  launched  into  other  difficulties.  .  Tor  ex¬ 
ample,  in  the  matter  of  costs,  the  court  has  been  given  power  to  decree 
costs]  against  one  who  is  no  party  to  the  proceeding.  How  is  the  party 
to  be  represented?  Has  not  the  party,  i.  e.,  the  bank,  a  right  to  ke 
heard  ?  How  is  he  to  be  heard  ?  And  supposing  an  order  for  costs  is 
made  against,  or  in  favour  of  the  bank,  has  a  right  of  appeal,  or  a  right 
of  revision  been  given?  Who  is  to  apply  as  against  the  bank  .for 
costs  ?  These  are  further  matters  which  do  not  seem  to  have  hee| 
considered.  What  we  find  is  that  this  Bill  is  meant  to  give  cort 
sidorable  privileges  to  moneyed  interests.  Privileges  to  one  class  mean 
an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  other  classes.  This  House  should 
always  stand  against  such  a  thing.  On  these  grounds,  I.  beg  to  oppose 
the  measure.  ; 

Mu.  T,  K.  VBTjII  PILLAI  (2'rwandru>n  com  Netfoman-gad)  :  Siiy 
the  mover  knows  that  there  is  no  law  of  evidence  in  Travaneore, '  an<j 
very  often  we  hear,  the  Honorable  Judges  of  the  High  Court  reminding: 
us,  when  we  argue  points  of  law,  that  after  all  the  Evidence  Act  is  no] 
law  in  Travaneore.  There  are  no  doubt  observations  of  eminent  Judges 
where  they  make  pointed  reference  to  the  provisions  of  the  Indian  Evi¬ 
dence  Act.  All. the  same,  they  sometimes  say  that  the  Evidence  Acts' 
has  not  been  formally  recognised  to  be  binding  on  them,  meaning 
that  it  has  not  received  the  impress  of  the  legislature.  When  there  id- 
no  such  general  law  covering  the  whole .  subject  of  evidence,  I  am  sur¬ 
prised  to  find,  this  lean  skeleton  of  a  legislative  measure  usurping  the 
right  to  claim  our  attention. 

The  Bankers’  Books  Evidence  Act  seems  to  he  an  alliterative  ex-  j 
prescion.  Brit  the  pleasure  of  the  alliteration  is  entirely  removed  anda  .; 
volume  of  pain  only  remains  when  it  is  realised  that  the  object  of  this 
measure  is  to  benefit  a  small  class  of  people  who  are  already  making, 
large  profits  at  the  expense  of  the  jreople  who  are  obliged  to  borrow  front 
them.  I  do  not  object -to  the  hankers  charging  interest.  Unless  inter:,, 
est.is  paid,  the  banks  are  not  going  to  lend  out  any  money.  The!" 
attempt  seems  to  be  to  override  the  ordinary  rules  of  law  in  favour  of  the 
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banker,  to  exempt  the  officers  of  banks  from  appearing  before  courts  of 
law.  -  Sir,  in  certain  legislative  measures  I  have  found  royalty  exempted 
from  personal  attendance  in  courts.  To  raise  a  banker  to  the  eminence 
of  royalty  ( laughter )  so  that  he  shall  be  above  the  necessity  of  appear¬ 
ing  before  a  court  of  law,  I  submit  is  not  a  noble  attempt.  My  friend 
knows  that  there  have  been  so  many  banks  which,  after  doing  consider¬ 
able  business  for  a  time,  have  collapsed,  whether  voluntarily  or  involun¬ 
tarily  I  need  not  discuss.  We  have  come  across  instances  in  which 
people  come  to  Travancore,  nobody  knows  from  where,  people  armed 
with  a  few  rings  of  imitation ‘diamonds  ( laughter )  aijd  some  silks,  driv¬ 
ing  in  a  coach  and  pair  fora  month  or  two,  and  quietly  receiving  deposits 
from  all ;  and  in  a  few  years,  through  reasons  which  are  sometimes  made 
public  and  sometimes  absolutely  forgotten,  they  go  away,  and  no  court 
of  law,  no  peon  or  amin  or  police  constable  can  track  him  anywhere 
in  thg  world.  Now,  when  the  hard-earned  money  ol  the  people  of 
this  country  is  being  deposited  with  these  banks,  when  the  Government 
find  that  these  have  not  been  working  properly,  when  the  interests  of 
the  public  have  not  been  sufficiently  safeguarded,  I  expect  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  will  come  forward  and  enact  a  measure  which  will  prevent  any 
fraduleDt  action,  any  shifts  and  devices  by  bankers  in  order  to  defraud 
people  qf  their  rights  and  their  money.  If,  Sir, along  with  this  favoured 
child  of  the  Bankers  Books’  Bill,,  my  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyai-  had  also 
taken  the  trouble  to’have  a  general  law  regulating  the  conduct  of.  banks, 
I  should  have  welcomed  it  with  certain  reservations.  I  should  have  then 
been  in  a  position  to  accept  the  principle  of  this  Bill.  But  here  is  an 
attempt  to  heap  rights,  to  heap  favours,  to  heap  privileges  -on  people 
vi  ho  are  already  in  enjoyment  of -these  while  allowing  power  unfettered 
and  leaving  people  in  the  lurch  by  permitting  banks  to  go  on  as  they  like. 
But  the  Law  Member  says  that  he  is  prepared  to  lend  his  fact  weight  to 
the  Bill.  In  spite  of  all  the  arguments  he  could  marshal — I  ma,y  say  he 
can  marshal  them  very  efficiently — in  support  of  his  position  that  this  new 
offspring  of  the  Legislative  Department  should  meet  with  a  happy  wel- 
•  come  from  the  members  of  this  Council,  I  am  sure,  Sir,  that  my  friends 
here  will  not  be  in  a  position  to  support  the  principle  of  this  Bill.  The 
Bill  is  conceived  on  wrong  lines  and  it  is  a  really  dangerous  and  a  purely 
mischievous  measure  so  far  as  the  people  are  concerned.  I  think  that 
even  the  honesty  of  bankers  will  induce  them  to  come  forward  and  say 
-  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  accept  this  wrong  principle  at  the  expense 
of  others-  I  oppose  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ' (Ambalapuzha)  i  I  have'  also 
very  great  pleasure  not  to  support  but  to  oppose  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
S  The  present  measure  is  fashioned  upon  the  British  Indian  Bankers 
Evidence  Act,  Act  XVIII  of  1891,  which  itself  is  adopted  from  English 
Statutes’ 42  and  43  Victoria,  Chapter  11.  The  necessity  for  an  enact- 
ment  of  the  description  in  England  .may  be  granted  when  we  tee 
into  consideration  the  banking  activity  that  exists  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom.  Coining  to  India,  as  it  is  a  piece  of  evidence,  it  was  only  prob- 
able  and  proper  that,  to  supplement  the  provisions  of  the  Indian  Evidence 
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Act,  a  step  like  that  measure  was  deemed  necessary  in  British  India 
also.  But,  in  Travancore,  when  we  have  no  substantive  enactment,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  law  of  evidence,  to  say  that  a  particular  region  of  evidence, 
should  be  particularly  legislated  upon,  seems  to  be  not  quite  reasonable. 

I  would  also  beg  to  point  out  the  nature  of  the  hanking  concerns 
that  we  have  got  here.  We  have  got  the  registered  Joint  Stock  Com¬ 
panies  carrying  on  banking  business;  we  have  got  partnership  concerns 
carrying  on  banking  business;  and  there  are ‘also  individuals  carrying  on 
the  same  business.  All  flic  throe  varieties  are  attempted  to  be  protected 
by  the  measure  now  proposed  by  the  learned  mover  of  the  Bill.  And 
-  the  protection  that  these  people  are  going  to  have  is  by  means  of  an 
executive  order.  The  Government  make  exception  in  favour  of  such 
and  such,  a  bank  which  is  carrying  on  banking  business,  when  they"  are 
approached.  Then  they  arc  protected  to  that  extent  and  only  certified 
copies  of  the  mysterious  account  books  that  these  people-  give  would  be 
available  to  the  litigant  public.  Even  after-  considerable  trouble  and. 
difficulties  when  the  original  account  books  are  produced  in  court  it  is 
an  extremely  uphill  sort  of  work  for  the  pleaders  and  litigants  to  find  out 
and  discover  the  nefarious  methods  adopted  by  the  banking  agents. 
When  such  is  the  case,  the  ring-fence  of  protection  round  this  sort  of 
usurious  people  is,  as. Mr.  Velu  Pillai  puts  it,  a  dangerous  gamo  of  law- 
making.  Suppose  a  department  of  Government  is  approached  by  a . 
banker  who  has  neither  a  Nalmzhi  or  journal,  to  expose  his  cards  and 
hand  and  he  gets  a  further  protection  that  his  original  books  need  not  be 
produced  in  the  court,  then  various  miracles  may  be  worked.  Even  as 
it  exists,  we  have  seen  that,  so  far  as  Government  are  concerned,  when 
sanctions  for  the  institution  of  suits  have  been  issued  by  the  Government 
and  subsequently  litigation  has  been  undertaken  under  cover  of  such 
sanction,  it  has  been  discovered  that  fraud  was  practised  upon  Govern¬ 
ment  and  that  the  Government  would  therefore  willingly  withdraw  the 
sanction.  Such  are  the  instances  which  we  occasionally  see  in  courts  of 
law. 1  Under  such  circumstances,  the  Government  may  be  approached  by 
any  banker  with  the  result  that  his  hanking  accounts  may  be  convenient¬ 
ly  secreted,  and  in  place  of  that  the  so-called  certified  copies  may  be 
issued  and  the  honest  litigants  may  be  pummelled  in  courts  of  law. 
That  is  one  danger.  Under  the  authority  of  the  Government,  it  is  possi¬ 
ble  for  people  to  shut  out  evidence.  That,  I  submit,  is  not  a  desirable 
state  of  affairs. 

As  far  as  I  can  see,  only  two  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  learned  • 
mover  of  the  Bill  to  depart  from  the  British  India  Act.  One  is 
section  7,  for  which  there  is  no  corresponding  section  in  the  British 
Indian  Act. 

Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  I, his  Regulation,  the  court  may  order,  tho 
production  of  any  banker’s  books  when  it  thinks  that  an  inspection  or  .  perusal .  thereof  is 
necessary  for  the  ouds  of  justice. 
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Now  this  one  section  is  sufficient,  even  if  the  Bill  proceeds  upon  a 
glorious  principle,  to  circumvent  all  provisions  contained  in  this  Bill. 
For,  at  each  turn,  a  litigant  or  an  experienced  pleader  may  convince  the 
court  that  its  production  is  necessary  fpr  promoting  the  ends  of  justice. 
So  all  the  protection  given  in  the  other  provisions  of  the  Bill  may  be 
easily  evaporated  by  section  7  of  this  Bill. 

Then  the  only  other  change  that  has  been  adopted  in  this  Bill  is’ 
with  respect  to  clause  8,  sub-clause  (3).  It  runs  as  follows; — 

Any  nriler  under  this  section  awarding  coats  may  bo  executed  as  if  the  order  were 
a  doOTiio  for  monoy  I'lissi'.d  by  itself. 

That  is  a  change,  and  the  change,  I  am  sorry  to  note,  is  not  a 
happy  one.  For  section  8  lays  down  the  principle  that  a  court  can 
decree  the  cost  and.  the  order  for  the  cost  can  be  executed  by  the  same 
court  itself  as  passed  the  order. 

A  ‘  court  ’  is  defined  thus : — 

The  ‘  court  ’  moans  tlto  yorsoa  or  persons  before  whom  a  legal  proceeding  is  held  Or 

The  torm  ‘  legal  proceeding  ’  moans  any  proceeding  Cr  enquiry  in  which  eviffenoe  is 
or  may  bo  given,  and  includes  an  arbitration. 

So,  a' court,  according  to  the  definition  contained  in  this  measure, 
amounts  to  an  arbitration  court.  The  question  arises  therefore  whether, 
under  clause  (3)  of  section  8,  an  arbitrator  himself  may  be  able  to  execute 
a  decree  passed  by  him  for  costs.  It  is  impossible  because  an  arbitrator 
has  no  power  to  execute  any  order  that  he  may  pass  with  respect  to.  the 
cost  to  be  awarded  by  one  party  to  the  other.  Hence,  in  the  British 
Indian  enactment,  in  view  of  the  extended  /application  given  to  the  ex¬ 
pression  ‘court’,  the  legislature  provides  that  the  courts  in  awarding 
costs  must  designate  the  civil  court  by  which  the  decree  as  to  costs  has 
to  be  executed.  That  is  an  inevitable  provision  the  meaning  of  which 
has  not  been  taken  into  consideration  by  the  mover  of  the  Bill.  He  has 
simplified  the  thing  to  tfie  considerable  detriment  of  the  other  provisions 
of  the  enactment.  The  two  changes  that  have  been  contemplated  in  the 
new  measure  are  extremely  unhappy  and  the  principle  underlying  the 
whole  Bill  itself  is’  unwelcome  in  the  state  of .  affairs  as  they  exist : 
at  present.  With  these  observations,!  oppose  the  measure. 

RaoBahaixjb  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AI YANG AR  ( Nominated, )  (Deputy 
Presiden  t) :  Sir,  I  rise  to  support  the  general  principle  of  the  Bill.  Even 
after  listening  to  Messrs.  S  Krishna  Aiyar,  T.K.  Velu  Pillaiand  P.K. 
Narayana  Pillai,  l  am  not  convinced  that  there  are  dangers  lurking  in  the 
Bill  and  that  the  Council  should  not  therefore  agree  to  the.  motion  just' 
before  the  House.  No  doubt,  it  is  on  public  grounds  that  bankers  are  now 
to  be  sought  to  be  exempted  from  the  liability  of  producing  their  books.  In 
the  first  instance,  it;  is  in  the  public  interests  that  litigants  are  allowed  the 
privilege  of  having  certified  extracts  from  these  hooks  for  substantiating 
their  contention.  What  is  the  danger  that  is  likely  to  result  even  to  the 
public  generally  or  to  individual  litigants  by  that  privilege  being  allowed 
to  certain  statutory  bodies  ? 
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My  friends  were  growing  warm  and  eloquent  over  certain  recent 
financial  failures  of  banking  institutions.  Financial  failures  of  banking 
concerns  are  not  peculiar  to  Travancore.  We.  find  them  all  the  world 
over.  Perhaps,  as  we  ate  now  entering  largely  into  the  region  of  the 
development  of  trade  and  industry,  financial  failures  do  come  in  very 
much  more  frequently  than  in  earlier  days  when  there  was  little  scope 
for  the  development  of  the  country  itself. 

I  perfectly  appreciate  the  plea  put  forward  by  some  of  my  friends 
that  the  legislature  ought  to  make  provision  against  the  fraudulent  ban¬ 
kers  who  are  easily  misleading  the  credulous  public  and  swindling  all 
their  money.  Only,  that  has  no  logical  relation  to  the  motion  before  the 
House.  '  Whether  in  the  public  interest  or  in  the  interests  of  these  ban¬ 
kers  —even  if  it  is  to  be  changed  on  that  basis — a  change  is  required  in 
"“the  method  of  proof,  so  that  the  bank  might  be  allowed  to  continue  its 
business  without  serious  dislocation. 

.  My  friend  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  raised  fclio  question  why  that 
concession  should  be  made  in  favour  of  bankers  alone  and  not  in  favour 
of  other  trading  concerns.  I  say  that  the  very  same  reason  which  actuat¬ 
ed  the  British  legislature  and  the  Indian  legislature  to  enact  a  measure 
like  the  Bankers’ Books  Evidence  Act,  and  the  reasons  which  induced 
those  legislatures  must  certainly  apply  to  local  conditions  as  well.  It  is  in 
the  interests  of  trade  and  industry  that  a  certain  amount  of  protection 
ough  to  the  given  to  the  bankers.  It  is  on  the  existence  of  banks  that  trade 
and  industry  do  continue  to  exist  and  develop.  Probably,  Sir,  that  was 
the  reason  which  induced  the  British  legislature  and  the  Government  of 
India  legislature  to  enact  a  provision  of  that  nature. 

Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  (Kanmacjapalli)-.  May  I  ask  how 
many  hanks  existed  in  British  India  when  a  similar  provision  was  en¬ 
acted  there  ? 

Rao  Bahadue  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAE  ( Nominated ) 
{Deputy  Presiden  t) :  Well,  the  banks  that  existed  then  were  the  Pre¬ 
sidency  Banks,  the  National  Bank,  the  Chartered  Bank  and  other  banks. 
These  are  some  of  the  banks  which  come  to  my  memory.  I  do  not  want 
my  friends  to  understand  me  that,  merely  because  an  individual  puts  up 
a  board  "bank”,  he  is  doing  banking  business,  and  the  Government 
should  grant  them  any  privilege.  For  instance,  take  the  case  of  the 
National  Bank,  or  the  Imperial  Bank,  take  the  case  of  Co-operative 
Banks  run  in  the  State,  take  the  proposed  State-aided  Bank,  which  we 
all  want ;  with  reference  to  these  institutions,  I  am  just  submitting  that, 
except  when  the  positive  interest  of  the  administration  of  justice  demands 
it,  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  produce  their  books. 

Mb.  G.  PAEAMESY ARAN  PILLAI  (Ncyyattinkara)  :  May  I 
ask'  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  whether  he  is  aware  that  Co-operative  Banks 
are  ignored  altogether  in  this  Bill  ? 


MIE  BANKERS’.  BO.OKS  EVIDENCE  BILL.  121 

Eao  Bahadur  Ii.  A'.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (.Nominated;  ( Deputy  - 
President)  :  If  it  is  ignored,  it  is  a  ground  for  suggesting  its  inclusion ;  it 
is  not  a  ground  for  excluding  other  banks.  I  concede,  Sir,  that  munici¬ 
palities  are  given  the  privilege  of  giving  certified  copies. 

PRESIDENT :  I  am  not  sure  that  Co-operative  Banks  are  defi- , 
nitely  excluded. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( NeyyattinJcara} :  Only  com¬ 
panies  registered  under  the  regulation.  “  Companies  ”  have  been  defined- 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  a  matter  of  detail. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy  ■ 
President)  :  I  think  it  is  quite  desirable  that  Co-operative  Banks  and  in-  . 
stitutions  like  the  Imperial  Bank  and  the  National  Bank,  on  the  existence 
of  which  the  trade  and  development  of  the  country  do  depend,  should  be 
given  a  facility  for  issuing  certified  copies  under  their  seal  and  signature  as 
primary  evidence  in  the  first  instance  to  be  produced  in  a  court  of  law. 
But,  as  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  pointed  out,  the  -privilege,  the 
much-talked  of  privilege,  that  is  now  sought  to  be  conferred  on  these 
favoured  institutions  could  be  easily  proved  to  be  an  absolutely  worthless 
crumb  by  some  skilful  lawyer  or  client  saying:  “I  want  the  original 
books.”  ' 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad):  I 
wish  to  ask  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  if  he  is  in  favour  of  a  law  to  regulate 
and  control  thg  working  of  banks. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy: 
President) :  I  am ;  and  my  views  I  set  forth  in  the  .first  Co-operative 
Conference  held  at  Alleppey.  I  said  then,  and  do  feel' now,  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  some  sort- of  control  ought  to  be  exercised  by 
the  Government.  '. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELTJ  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
wish  to  know  if  he  would  wait  "till  that  question  is  also  taken  ,  up.  , 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  This  has  nothing  to-do  with  the  much  larger  question  of  con¬ 
trolling  the  banking  institutions  in  the  State.  It  rests  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  say  Wegive  our  concession^  this  particular  bank  ■  It  rests 
with  the  Government  to  say  :  “  We  do  not -allow  the  concession  to  any 
private  firm”.  So  far  as  the  Joint  Stock  Companies  and  Co-operative 
Banks  are  concerned,  they  have  to  render  accounts  to  the  Government 
and  the  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies  and  the  Registrar  of  Co¬ 
operative  Societies.  They  have  to  be  inspected  by  a  Chartered  Account¬ 
ant..  What  is  the  harm  or  difficulty  in  taking' a  certified  copy  of  an  extract, 
from  their  books  to.be  produced  in  the  first  instance  ?  Erpm  the  warmth 
with  which  the  Bill  was  opposed  by  some  of  my  friends,  it  looked  as  if 
serious  interests  here  likely  to  be  prejudiced  by  the  Bill  being  allowed  to 
be  read  in  Council.  No  doubt,  some  difficulties  were/;pointed  but  by 
Mr.  Narayana  Pillai.  Well,  all  these  must  receive  the  detailed  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  Select  Committee.  Municipalities  are  now-  given  the 
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statutory  privilege  of  issuing'  certified  copies  of  their  books  and  the 
courts  are  required  to  accept  them  as  primary  evidence.  I  ask  why  we 
should  not  accept  that  principle- 

Ms.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  (. Kcmmagapalli ):  I  wish  to 
know  whether  all  these  banks  or  registered  companies  are  audited  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  municipalities. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AI YANG- All  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  The  law  demands  that  they  should  bo  aduited  by  Chartered 
Accountants  or  accountants  who  have  been  certified  by  the  Government 
of  Travancore  to  be  reliable  to  audit  accounts. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (AmbaHpuDi-a):  Is  a  Chartered 
Accountant  necessary  and  deemed  obligatory  to  examine  the  accounts 
of  an  individual  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  [Deputy 
President ) :  I  did  not  use  the  word  “  Chartered  Accountant  ”  in  the 
technical  and  narrow  sense  in  which  it  is  understood.  So  far  as  the 
Imperial  Bank  is  concerned,  their  accounts  are  audited  by  Chartered 
Accountants.  So  far  as  the  municipalities  are  concerned,  they  are  audited 
by  the  Audit  Department.  I  take  it  that  the  Co-operative  Banks  are 
audited  by  some  certified  accountants  or  some  officer  of  the  Co-operative 
Department  itself.  But  I  submit  that  it  is  a  difficulty  which  will  crop 
up  in  every  instance.  The  bankers’  book  is  a  much  more  important 
hook  than  a  book  which  merely  shows  copra  purchases  so  much,  coir 
purchases  ,  so  much,  copra  shipped  so  much.  A  book  of  that  nature  of  an 
ordinary  business  man  is  not  quite  so  serious  as  the  ledger  of  a  banker 
which  shows  exactly  the  financial  position  of  different  individuals  in  the 
State.  Apparently  they  meet  the  requirements  with  greater  promptitude 
than  ordinary  businessmen.  After  all,  Sir,  if  even  their  interests 
ought  to  be  subordinated  to  the  larger  interests,  of  the  public,  if  as 
a  matter  of  fact  there  are  dangers  lurking  in  the  proposed  legisla¬ 
tion  --  to  my  mind  .  it  seems  to  be  an  innocent  provision  -  I  am 
certainly  at  one  with  my  friends  in  thinking  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  extended  to  every  institution  merely  because  it  goes  Under  the 
name  of  a  bank.  ■  I  trust  to  the  Government  exercising  sufficient  watch.-  • 
fulness  in  examining  the  financial  condition,  the  general  reliability  and 
the  antecedents  of  a  banking  institution  before  it  satisfies  Government. 
After  all,  as  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  put  it,  the  privilege  has  boon 
rendered' absolutely  valueless  by  that  provision  which  enables  a  judge  to 
send  for  the  books  and  keep  them  there  not  merely  during  the  course  of 
the  trial,  but  the  books  are  kept  there  until  the  appeal  is  disposed  of  by 
tire  appellate  authority.  That  means  for  several  years  the  books  have  to  be 
kept  there..  After  the  end  of  the  year,  “ienoasOcoflsa/Bmoao 
is  the  endorsement  given  to  the  banker.  Such  a  fate  ought  not 
to  overtake  the...  banker  because  his  book  does  not  interest  him  alone, , 
but  involves  the  interests  of  the  larger  clientele.  In  this  view  of  the 
case,  I  am  for  the  Bill  being  read  in  Council,  leaving  it  for  the  Select 
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Committee  to  remove  all  objectionable  portions  and  bring  in  other  insti¬ 
tutions  which  will  be  really  benefited  by  this  concession  being  granted 
to  them. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Chmc/amachery  cum  Minachil)  :  Sir, 
I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  support  the  Bill  as  it  is.  It  has  been  suggested 
that,  because  there  is  such  a  Bill  in  British  India  and  because  there  is 
some  application  made  from  certain  banks  working  in  Travaneore,  the 
necessity  has  arisen.  To  my.  mind,  the  Evidence  Act  should  have  been 
the  first  piece  of  legislation  brought  forward  before  this  Council  .and  this 
Bill  should  have  followed  it.  If  we  .are  so  fond  of  imitating  the  British 
Indian  procedure  in  law-making  I  think  we  should  follow  it  entirely. 
(Hear,  hear.)  It  was  the  Evidence  Act  that  was  first  passed'  in 
British  India  and  the  Bankers’  Books  Evidence  Act  followed  it  much 
later.  If  my  friend  the  Law  Member  had  followed  that  procedure,  it 
would' have  been  more  in  the  fitness  of  things,  This  is  something  like 
^putting  the  cart  before  the  horse. 

Another  thing  .Which  seems  to  be  objectionable  in  the  Bill  as  it  is" 
is  that  section  3  of  the  Bill  gives  power  to  extend  the  provisions  of  this 
Regulation  to  any  manner  of  banks  which  the  Government  chooses, 
including  individual  banks  or  partnership  banks.  My  submission  is  that 
the  method  of  delegating  or  reserving  powers  to  Government  has  become 
almost  sickening  to  the  members  of  this  Council.  In  every  Bill  that  we 
come  across  in  this  Council,,  the  most  important  portion— that  is  the  practi¬ 
cal  portion  Of  the  bill— is  generally  reserved  to  the  Government.  Our  ex- 
perienceis  that  these  reservations  to  the  executive  by  way  of  notifications 
and  rules  are  always  followed  with  hardship  to  the  ordinary  public 
because  they  are  very  often  issued  without  consulting  their  convenience. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  entirely  at  one  with  the  previous  speak¬ 
ers  who  opposed  that  portion  of  the  Bill.  .  If  my  friend  Mr,  Snbba  Aiyar 
had  confined  his  attention,  to  the  banks  which  are  .registered  under  the 
Companies  Act  or  which  are  under  the  law  bound  to  send  the  balance 
sheet  and  other,  accounts  which  are.  open  also  to  the  public,  I  would 
not  have  much  objection  to  accept  the  Bill  in  that  modified  form.  My 
submission  is  that  the  learned  mover  has  gone  Too  far.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  cannot  support  him. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated):  Sir, ,1  must  confess  that- 1 
have  not  read  the  Bill  closely.  (Laughter.)' .  I  shall  speak  on  the  general 
principles.  I  listened  to  the  speeches  of  my  learned  friends  on  this  side 
and  I  also  heard  what  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  had  to  say  on  the  matter. 
I  wanted  to  join  hands  with  my  friends  there ;  but,  after  hearing  what 
the  Deputy  President  had  to  say,  .  I  stand  converted,  ;;  Those  banka 
which  are  sound  are  alone  to  bo  protected.  Taking  away  ledgers  and  im- 
portant  books  from  them  and, keeping  them  for  months  and  years  in  a 
court  of  Jaw  will  eripple  the  banks  a  great  deal.  That  is  an  important 
point  which  struck  me  as  a  sound  reason  for  an  argument  Jfi  favour  of  the 
Bill.  It  may  have  many  defects but  on  principle  I  think  it  is  very  soupd- 
I  say  oh  principle.  Various  defects  about  details  have  been  pointed  out. 
I  am  sure,  the  Select.  Committee  will  look  into  ah  these,  -  defects  when 
Vol.  IV.No.  2,  i  '  ”  '  , 
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the  Bill  is  sent  to  it.  With  these  few  words,  I  support  the  principle  of 
the  Bill. 

Mr.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ch&iir/aimnr  emu  Pattaium- 
Utta):  Sir,  I  too  oppose  the  principle  of  this  Bill.  Now  this  Bill  is 
introduced  to  remove  the  inconvenience  caused  or  being  caused  to  certain 
banks.  The  inconvenience  is  not  peculiar  to  the  bankers  ;  it  is  common  to 
all  people.  Nobody  considers  it  a  pleasure  to  go  to  the  court  and  give 
evidence.  But,  in  respect  of-  certain  Anus  and  banks  and  other  compa¬ 
nies,  even  now  there  is  a.  rule  that,  if  account  books  are  produced  before 
the  courts,  they  dan  bo  taken  back  if  a  certified  copy  is  given.  This 
Bill -says  that  account  books  need  not  bo  produced  in  courts,  certified 
copies  need  alone  be  produced  in  courts,  and  even  if  they  are  produced 
their  truth  need  not  be  sifted  by  the  examination  of  officers  of  banks  or 
companies,  Only  in  special  cases  can  the  officers  of  banks  bo  examined. 
So  that  the  truth  cannot  be  sifted  in  courts.  The  Bill  is  based  on  the 
'  assumption  that  the  account  books  are  correct  and  infallible.  If  the  litigant 
is  given  the  right  to  summon  the  officers  of  the  banks  to  get  at  the  truth 
of  these  account  books  or  if  the  litigant  is  not  given  the  right  of  calling 
for  the  production  of  these  documents,  1  think  that  truth  cannot  be  found 
out  by  courts.  Section  7  says : 

Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  this  Regulation,  thn  court  may  Order  tho  ’ 
production  of  any  banker’s  bn-  Its  when  it  thinks  that  an  inspection  or  perusal '  thereof  is 
necessary  in  the  ends  of  justice.” 

This  right  of  calling  for  the  original  is  not  left  to  the  litigant  but 
to  the  court.  The  litigant  may  think  that  tho  book  is  incorrect.  If  he 
thinks  so,  he  cannot  insist- upon  the  production  of  thoso  books.  On 
these  grounds,  I  oppose  the  Bill.  . 

Mr.  K.  P AR AME  S VARAN  PILLAI  ( Timvalla):  Sir,  I  also 
rise  to  .  oppose  the  Bill.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  has  been  a  mis¬ 
conception  with  respect  to .  the  banking  institutions  to  which  this  Act 
would  apply.  There  are  two  classes  to  which  this  Bill  seems  to  apply. 
One  is  registered  companies,  and  the  other  those  individuals  or  firms  to 
whom  this  Regulation  may  apply.  In  regard  to  the  registered  com¬ 
panies,  absolutely  no  discretion  is  given  to  the  Government  as  to 
whether  one  should  be  given  the  privilege  and  another  should  not  be 
given.  The  law  gives  it  that  protection  which  nobody  can  deny  it  after 
-the  law  has  been  passed. .  But  -the  Government  has  discretion  only  with 
those  individuals  whose  :  business  is  not  registered  under  the  Companies 
Act.  Therefore, -once  the  law  is  passed,  I  so  far  as  registered  companies 
are  concerned,  whether  they  are  in  a  respectable  condition  or  not,  the 
privileges  accorded  by  this  legislation  would  apply  to  all  these  banks. 
No.  doubt,  it  is  possible  to  conceive  that  there  may  be  some  registered 
companies  of  very  great  standing,  prestige  and  usefulness  which  may  .be 
allowed  tlier  convenience  of  not  producing  their  books  in  court.  But 
that  alone  should  not  influence,  us  in  coming  to  a  determination  on  the 
-point.  -  Mr.:  Krishna  Aiyanganasked  ws  detriment  there  is.to  the 

public.  The  Question,  in  a  matter  like  this,  is  not  what  detriment  the 
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public  Would  suffer  ;  the  paramount  question  is  what  is  the  advantage  or 
benefit  that  would  accrue  to  the  public  by  the  passing  of  a  Regulation 
like  this.  It  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  public ;  it  is  only  in  the  interests 
of  a  few  individual  banking  concerns.  I  think  that  is  conceded. 

Mr.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Va^iT) :  "Who 
conceded  that  ? 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  ( Deputy 
President) :  I  said  the  public. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruval’a):  So  far  as 
Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar’s  argument  goes,  there  is  no  injury  to  the  public 
interest.  My  question  is  whether  public  interests  have  been  taken 
'  into  consideration  by  giving  this  privilege  to  a  few  banks  and  companies. 
As  was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  N.  Padmanabha  Pillai,  the  prime  matter  is  the 
public  benefit  and  the  convenience  of  the  little  companies  or  a  few  parti¬ 
cular  individuals  should  not  weigh  with  us,  Therefore  it  is  no  argument 
at. all  to  say  that  there  is  no  public  injury  or  detriment. 

So  far  as  registered  companies  are  concerned,  my  objection  is  that 
there  are  companies  and  banks  which  mu  ht  deserve  the  privilege;  but 
there  are  a  larger  number  of  companies  which  do  not  deserve  any  privi¬ 
lege  at  all. 

With  reference  to  the  other  point,  there  is  no  definition  of  banker  / 
in  this  Regulation.  The  definition  is  only  this : 

“Bank .and  Banker  mean  (a)  any  company  carrying  on  the  business  of  bankers  ;(&)  any 
partitionship  or  individual  to  whose  books  the  provisions  of  this  Regulation  shall  have  . 
been  extended  as  hereinafter  provided.” 

Bo  that,  a  bank  or  banker- to  whose  books  the  provisions  of  ‘the  Bill  ■ 
shall  have  been  extended  becomes  a  banker  under  the  Regulation.  Thus 
the  Government  gives  the  name  of  a  hank -to  a  firm  doing  money  lend¬ 
ing  business.  Once  it  recognises  its  right  to  produce  certified  copies  in 
court,  it  becomes  a  hank  under  the  Bill.  Absolutely  no  discretion  rests, 
upon  the  Government  as  to  determining  whether  a  particular  business  is' 
a  bank  or  a  man  a  banker  or  not.  Once  the  Government  dubs  the  name 
of  bank  to  a  business  firm  or  a  person  as  banker  the  Regulation  ipso 
facto  applies  to  him  and  his  business.  Now,  in  regard  to  this  important 
provision,  in  the  first  place,  the  Regulation  gives  no  guidance  as  to  how 
the  Government  should  determine  what  kind  of  business  should  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  bank  and  why  and  how  far  such  a  privilege  should  be  Con- 
fered  upon  The  firm  or  the  person  concerned.  No  such  guidance  is 
given  by  any  definition- 'or.  power  to  frame  rules  under  the  Regulation. 

Secondly,  it  appears  to  me  that,  inregardto  these  private  firms  and 
individuals  doing  money-lending  business,  Government,  have,  absolutely 
no  measure  whereby  to  control  such  business. .  So  far  as  the  companies, 
ate  concerned,  we  have  got  the  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies,  and^ 
under  the  Joint  Stock  Companies  Act,  Government  have  got  a  certain, 
measure  of  control  over  the.  management  of  those  companies 
But,  in  regard  to-the  other -firms,  Government  have  no  cantroland.flilre 
ia  no  maohinery  by  which  Government  can  -determine  the  solvency 
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or  otherwise  of  the  firms.  Under  these  circumstances,  it.  appears  to  me 
that  it  is  too.  wide  a  power  to  he  vested  in  tin;  Government  to  extend  the 
provision  to  any  individual  doing  money-lending  business.  The  first 
thing,  therefore,  as  has  been  suggested,  is  to  get  control  over  these 
money-lending  concerns  by  a  proper  legislation  brought  forward  to  that 
effect  in  this  Council ;  and"  when  that  is  done,  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  consider' what  privileges  should  bo  accorded  to  those  so-called  bankers 
or  banking  businesses. 

Then,  I  come  to  the  production  ol'  certified  copies.  There  is  no 
provision  in  the  Bill  which  compels  or  makes  it  obligatory  upon  these 
persons  to  grant  certified  copies  to  persons  who  ask  for  them.  Then,  in 
regard  to  those,  copies  themselves,  what  arc  those  copies  V  Section  4  of 
the  Bill  jams  as  follows  : 

"No  efiiccr  of  a  hank  shall  in  any  legal  yi-owiling  to  wliiuli  tho  hank  in  not  u  party 
bo  compellable  to  produce  uny  banker's  bonk,  this  contents  of:  which  can  ho  proved  under 
this  Regulation  or  to  appear  as  a  witness  to  prove  tho  matters,  transactions  and  accounts 
therein  recorded,  unless  by  or  dor  of  tho  court  made,  for  special  cause." 

Thus,  these  copies  are  admitted  as  evidence  under  tho  above  section. 
Such  certified  copies,  according  to  the  definition  of  the  term,  may  be  at¬ 
tested  by  the  accountant  or  the  manager  of  the  firm.  What  is  the  status 
of  ’that  man  ?  It  may  be  an  accountant  who  is  appointed  one  day  and 
dismissed  tho  next  day.  The  manager  may  come  and  say,  “This  was 
granted  by  a  man  who  has  left  my  service  and  it  is  false  and  incorrect”. 
And  all  manner  of  disputes  will  arise  in  regard  to  the  correctness  of  the 
copy.  If  will  be  something  like  a  receipt  gnmtedby  the  Karyasthan  of  a 
jemni  in  regard  to  nmhamrtm  and  other  dues.  And  there  will  be 
various  difficulties  in  regard  to  all  these  matters,  and  tho  interests  of  the 
public  are  not  at  any  rate  to  be  served  by  this  Bill.  The  privilege  is 
going  to  be  conferred  upon  a  class  of.  people,  because  a  few  of  them  are 
respectable  and  would  like  to  have  the  privilege.  It  appears  to  me  that 
this  is  quite  an  unnecessary  piece  of  legistation  and  I  oppose  it  with  all 
my  might. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  P AN JI KARAN  ( Shertallai ):  Sir,  I  rise  to  oppose 
this  Bill  not  because  I  do  not. approve  of  the  principle  underlying  it,  but 
because,  in  my  opinion,  the  need  for  such  a  legislation  has  not  arisen  in 
our  country.  The  principle,  as  explained  by  my  friend  Mr.  Krishna 
Aiyangar,  is  that  industry  and  trade  depend  on  banking  interests.  In 
England  and  other  countries,  the  volume  of  trade  and  industry  was 
so  great  and  the  number  of  people  taking  part  in  them  was  so  large 
that,  when  on  account  of  litigation  the  account  hooks  had  to  he  kept 
for  a  long  time  in  court,  the  public  as  a  whole  felt  that  industry  and  trade 
were  suffering.  Certainly,'  under  those  circumstances  it  was  necessary 
that  the  legislature  should  have  stepped  in  and  introduced  some  measure 
whereby  such  interests  could  be  protected.  But  the  question  is  whether 
in  our  country  such  a  need  has  arisen.  Certainly,  the  principle  that  is 
contained  in  the  Bankers’  Evidence  Act  in  England  is  sound  and  it  has 
been  adopted  in  British  India.  We  do  not  say  anything  against  the 
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principle  itself.  Bn  lithe  conditions  and  circumstances  which  existed 
in  England  at  the  time  when  the  Act  was  introduced  there  do  not  exist 
in  our  country  at  present.  That  is  the  standpoint  from  which  we 
oppose  the  Bill.  Merely  because  the  principle  is  good,  are  we  to  have 
a  legislation  before  the  circumstances  have  arisen  for  introducing  a  mea¬ 
sure  of  the  kind  ?  That  is  the  point:  Possibly,  when  trade  and  industry 
enlarge  to  such  an  extent  that  the  country  may  be  said  to  be  an  industrial 
country  depending  upon  banking  interests,  then  it  will  be  time  for  us 
to  consider  whether  some  such  measure  would  not  be  necessary  for  pro¬ 
tecting,  not  the  banking  interests,  but  the  interests 'of  the  public  as  a  whole. 
As  I  said,  such  a  contigency  has  not  arisen  for  us  to  pass  a  Bill  of  this 
kind.  This  would  be  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse,  i.  e.,  trying  to 
satisfy  a  need  before  it  has  actually  arisen. 

„  When  my  friend  Me.  Subba  Aiyar  was  moving  the  Bill,  he  was 
asked  how  many  applications  had  been  made  to  the  G-overmnent  by  the 
banking  interests  saying  that  their  business  was  dislocated  on  account  of 
their  books  being  kept  in  courts  of  law-  The  only  instance  that  he 
was  able  to  give  was  that  of  the  Imperial  Bank  of  Inda.  I  doubt  whether 
one  single  representation  by  a  single  banking  body  is  sufficient  for  us  to 
introduce  a  measure  of  this  kind.  The  most  fundamental  question  is 
whether  the  inconveniences  suffered  by  that  banking  body  were  such  as 
to  inconvenience  the  public.  There- are  two  aspects  to  the  question. 
They  are  the  inconvenience  suffered  by  a  particular  banker  and  the  incon¬ 
venience.  suffered  by  the  people  at  large.  .  Here  the  Bill  is  introduced,  I 
think,  solely  to  promote  the  convenience  of  the.  hankers  without  at.  the 
same  time  trying  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  public.  So,  although 
we  cannot  but  approve  the  principle  underlying  the  Bill,  we  cannot  hut 
oppose  it  because  the  circumstances  existing'  in  our  coirntry  do  riot  call 
for  such  a  legislation  at  present.  We  are  rot  going  to  legislate  for  certain 
contingencies  which  might  arise  a  hundred  years  hence.  Then  it  may 
be  time  for  us  to  think  of  such  legislation.  So  I  oppose  the  introduction 
of  the  Bill.' 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara,),:  Sir,  I 
oppose  the  introduction  of  the  Bill  in  its  present  form  and  at  this  stage. 
As  rightly  observed  by  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  assoonasthe  Bill  is  passed 
into  law,  all  the  Joint  Stock  Companies  registered  under  the.  Companies 
Regulation  will  automatically,  secure  the  privilege  conferred  by  this  BilJ. 

I  ain  not  aware  of  any  provision  in  the  Companies  Regulation  in  Travan- 
core  authorising  Government  or  empowering  Government;  to  inspect:  their . 
accounts.  In  the  case  of  Co-operative  Banks,  the  Anchal  Offico  and 
the  municipal  bodies  referred' to  by  my' friend  Mr:;®risMa  Ajyimgffle, 
their  accounts  are  liable  to  -  be .  audited  periodically  by  the.  officers 
of  Government  .  appointed,  for  the  purpose.  There  is  thus 
considerable  safety  ensured  . in  regard  to  the  accounts  of  such  msfcitutrbns. 
But  to  apply  this  principle  to  all  the .  Companies  at  the  present  stage, 
appears  to  me  to  he  undesirable. 
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I  would  also  urge  it  as  a  general  principle  that  it  would  be  desir¬ 
able  for  the  Government  in  such  matters  not  to  undertake  the  res¬ 
ponsibility  of  attempting  at  legislation  _  in  favour  of  particular 
interests  that  are  adequately  represented  in  this  very  Council.  I 
should  point  out  that  there  are  two  members  by  whom  the  banking 
interests  are  adequately  represented  in  this  Council  and  no  repres¬ 
entation  has  been  made  by  them  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The 
very  fact  that  they  are  absent  now  when  the  Bill  is  introduced  shows 
that  after  all  they  do  not  care  for  such  a  measure.  It  will  there¬ 
fore  he  desirable  that  tire  Law  Member  leaves  suclr  matters  affect¬ 
ing  particular  interests  which  are  specially  represented  in  this  Council 
to  be  undertaken  by  themselves  and  not  by  the  Government  who  should 
take  the  initiative  regarding  subjects  of  general  public  intrest.  I  would_ 
therefore  oppose  this  measure  on  principle. 

PRESIDENT:  We  have  no  representation  of  banking  interests 
separately. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESYARAN  PILLAI  (myjjaMiikcra):  There  are 
two  members  to  represent  mercantile  and  banking  interests. 

PRESIDENT:  Commerce  and  Industries. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESYARAN  PILLAI  (Neynattinkara) :  We  find 
that  edmpaniesare  alsojrepresentecl  by  them,  because  the  companies  have 
been  given  the  power  to  elect  them  The  companies  too  form  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  constituency. 

Mr.  K.  DOMINIC  TOMMAN  (Peer-made  cum  Bevicola-n):  I  also 
oppose  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  I  am  afraid  that,  if  this  Bill  is  passed 
into  law,  it  will  give  facilities  to  private  bankers  to  evade  income-tax 
officers.  That  will  give  them  facilities  to  keep  duplicate  account  Jsooks. 
There  are  unscrupulous  private  hankers  in  the  country  as  we  very  well 
know  ;  and  the  introduction  of  this  measure  will  prove  disadvantageous 
to  the  Government  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Y-  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional-Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Sir,  I 
owe  an  apology  to  the  House  in  that  I  did  not  make  a  long  speech,  be- 
.  cause,  after  all,  I  thought,  it  was  a  very  simple  matter  and  would  not 
meet  with  any  opposition  on  the  other  side.  I  would  now  explain  and 
try  to  meet  some  of  the  objections  which  seem  to  have  been  based 
upon  some  misconception  -  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  say  so- in '  under¬ 
standing  some  '  of  the  sections. 

..  In  the- first  place,  it  is  said  that  it  :  is  only  in  .  the  interests  of  the 
bankers  that  this  Bill  has  been  introduced.  It  is  as  much  in  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  public  as  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  bankers* 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai):  Have  yon  any  in¬ 
stance  of  the  public  having  suffered  for  want  of  a  measure,  of  this  kind? 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  I  am 
coming  to  it.  It  is  in  the  interests  of  tbe  public.  We  know,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  in  the  case  of  these  banks,  there  are  considerable 
withdrawals -and  considerable  deposits  day  after  day  and  the  account 
books  have  to  be  written  up  day  after  day.  In  a  case  of  that  kind,  if  the 
account  books  are  asked  to  be  produced  in  the  Mimsiffs’  Courts  or  the 
District  Courts  and  detained  therefor  days  together,  the. difficulty  which 
the  banker  will  experience  can  be  very  ,  easily  imagined.  '  In  such  cases, 
how  is  it  possible  to  expect  that  the  books  will  be  written  up  day  after 
day,  which  is  the  only  satisfactory  evidence '  for  a  court  .to  accept  ? 
Where  is  the  guarantee  that  the  account  is  written  up  day  after  day 
in  order  that  the  court  may  accept  it?  If  that  guarantee  is  taken 
away,  I.  do  not  know,  in  the  case  of  large  deposits  and  withdrawals, 
what  the  banker’s  books  will  be  worth. 

Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  Mavelikara  cum  Eartigapalli) ;  .  Does 
he  say  the  bankers  do  not  write  up  accounts,  every  day?  •, 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil )  :  It  could 
not  be  done. 

Mu.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  lEarunagapaHi) :  What  do 
they  do  now  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar :  .Vakil) :  Of. 
course,  they  will  have  to  write  up  the  book  as  soon  as  it  is  returned. 

:  Secondly,  the  most  important  portion  of  it  is  this  :  If  any  litigant 
-wants  to  know  whether  there  is  any  entry  in  a  particular  bank-book, 
there  is  absolutely  no  way  for  him  to  know  whether  that  book  contains 
the  entry.  He  has  absolutely  no  access  to  the  book  unless  he  calls  for  it, 
It  may  be  for  him  or  against  him.  Mr.  Parames varan  Pillai  says  that 
there,  is  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  bank  in  respect  of  this,  :  I  say 
there  is  section  6  which  specifically  says-  that  the '.  litigant  may  be 
■allowed  to  apply  to  the  court  to  permit. him  to  inspect  and  take  copies  of 
-any  entries  in.  a  banker’s  book,  or  the  court  may .  order  the.  production 
of  certified  copies,  saying  . that  the  book  does  not  contain  any  other  entry 
relating  to  the  matter  in  issue.  In  other  words,  every  litigant  has  the 
right  to  demand  a  copy  of  the  entries  in  the  book  relating  to  the  matter, 
in  issue  and  it  be  may  that,  after  getting  the  copy, of  the  eu try  which 
may  be  for  him  or  against  ,  him,  he  may  not  take  the  trouble  of 
asking :  the  bank  to  produce  the  book  itself.  That  is  a  very  valuable  . 
privilege  conferred  by  the  Bill. 

The  next  argument  that  was  advanced  is  that  we  must  have  first 
the  Evidence  Act  and  then  this  Regulation.  I  am  sorry  to,  join  _  issue 
with  my  friends  on  this,  question.  Although  the  Evidence  Act  is  not 
law  in  this  country,  although  in  some  cases  it  may  be  that  our  High 
■Court  may  be  prepared  to  differ  from  the  British  Indian  law  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  I  will  ask  my -friends  on  the  other  side*  most  of  whom  are 'lawyers,,:, 
to  state  ,a  single  instance  in  which  what  is  called  secondary- 
evidence  m  British  India  has. been  accepted  as  primary  evidence -in  Tra- 
vancore.  In  other  words,  so  far  as  secondary  evidence  is  concerned,- the  . 
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British  Indian  Law  is  followed  very  closely  hero.  Wo  do  not  transgress 
an  inch.  If  that  be  the  case,  and  if  under  no  system  of  law  this  can  be 
stated  as  primary  evidence,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  their  interests 
should  be  protected. 

In  the  first  instance,  all  companies  registered  under  the  Companies 
Regulation  are  to  be  included.  Of  course,  it  was  interpellated  by  Mr. 
G.  Paraniesvaran  Pillai  whether  the.  Co-operative.  Bank  has  been  moluds 
ed.  If  that  has  been  registered  under  the  Co-Operative  Societies  Regu¬ 
lation,  certainly  that  also  will  have,  to  be  included. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (.imbalajuislM)  :  In  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  British  Indian  Act  does  not  cover  eases  of  co-operative 
societies,  is  it  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  provision  including  them 
also  ? 

Mu.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  tiirkar  Vakil)  :  When 
the  Act  was  passed  in  British  India,  there  were  no  co-operative  societies 
at  all.  It  was  passed  in  1891.  Therefore  we  can  very  easily  under¬ 
stand  why  the  co-opcrativo  societies  were  not  covered  by  the  British 
Indian  Act. 

PRESIDENT:  In  the  Co-operative  Act  of  British  India,  provi¬ 
sion  is  made  for  arbitration,  Therefore  the  account  books  seldom  go  to 
courts. 

Mb.  T.  K,  VELU  PILLAI  (Trirandnm  cum  Nerhimangad) :  At 
the  time  when  the  present  Bill  was  drafted,  had  not  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar 
in  view  the  fact  that  there  are  co-operative  societies  in  Travancoro  ? 

PRESIDENT :  He  says  that  it  is  an  omission. 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil )  :  This 
did  not  suggest  itself  to  me  at  the  time  when  tho  Bill  was  drafted  by 
me.  .  It  is  certainly  an  omission.  I  do  not  claim  that  the  Bill  is  perfect. 

So  far  as  the  companies  are  concerned,  there  is  the  statutory  pro¬ 
vision  for  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  companies  by  a  certified  auditor, 
and  the  certificate  of  the  auditor  has  to  be  appended  along  with  the 
report.  Therefore  we  see  that,  so  far  as  the  companies  arc  concerned 
the  necessary  safeguards  have  been  provided  to  see  that  the  companies 
are  keeping  proper  accounts  and  they  have  also  to  produce  their  balance 
sheet.  Even  as  regards  the  private  firms,  Government  may  extend  the 
■  provision  in  some  cases  where  they  think  it  necessary  and  may  ask  the 
firms  to  publish  the  balance  sheet.  Only  such  firms  as  are  exempted 
by  the  Government  are  entitled  to  the  privilege  mentioned  in  the  sec¬ 
tion.'  I  do  not  thins  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  be  overcome. 

■  Me.  S.'  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikcbra  cum  Eartigajpalli ): 

Will  it  not  be  enough  if  the  exemption .  is  granted  to  the 
Imperial  Bank-  alone  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  do 
not  know  whether  we  should  restrict  it  like  that.  If  we  can  exempt 


HANKERS'  JJUOIiS.  KVXUBEOK  BlM.. 


191 


the  Imperial  Bank,  we  will  have  to  extend  the  exemption  to  the 
Neduugadi  Bank  and  then  to  the  State-aided  .  Bank  that  we  propose  to 
create.  Every  time  a  new  and  respectable'  bank  is  created,  it  mav 
demand  the  privilege  of  exemption  and  we  will  have  to  add  to  the  list 
of  banks  exempted,  and  something  like  a  schedule  will' have  to  be 
published  as.  in  the  case  of  those,  animals  and  :. birds .  which:  are 
exempted  under  a  particular  Regulation.  It  will  rather  be  awkward 
to  publish  a.  list  of  banks  that  have  been  exempted.  That  is  why  I  say 
that  in  the  case  of  these  banks  there  may  not-'  bo  any.  difficulty, .  We 
may  impose  the  necessary  safeguards  in  tile  interests  of  the  public  when 
the  Bill  is  being  considered  by  the  Select-  Committee. 

Mil.  N.  PABMANABBA  . PILLAI  (itanautijapalH) :  Will  the 
Law  Member  be  able  to  say  in  how  many  eases  i.lie  Imperial  Bank 
had  to  file  their  accounts  in  the  courts  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUB  BA  A!  YAH  (Adddimal  Heap  dirUr '  Vakil):  1 
believe  there  are  many  cases. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PH. LA!  :  Is  -the 

imperial  Bank  benefited  by  this  provision? 

Mr.  V..S&BBA  AIYAR  (AddiHomi  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  It 
will  be ;  because,  under  section  278  of  the  Travancore  Companies 
Regulation.,  the  Imperial  Bank  also  will  come  in. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU.  PILLAI  (Trwoidnm  cm n  N-edie-uangad) :  ,  I 
wish  to  ask  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar.  whether  he  is  aware  of  any  case  where 
the  books  of  the  Imperial  Bank  .have  been  detained  unconscionably. 

MR,  V.  BUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional.  Head  sirmn  Vakil):  I  did 

not  get; the  necessary  statistics  on  the  point. 

Another  jjoint  mentioned. by  Mr,  Parames varan  .  Pillai  is  that  the- 
term  “Bank’’  has  not  been  properly  defined  in  the  Bill.  -I  may  t-ell  him 
.  that  the  definition  should  be  read  with,  section  3  which,  distinctly  says.: 


The  Government'  may,  from  .  time  to  time,  hy  Notilientiun  ■  in  the  Gavcrumml 
Gaeetto,  extend  the  prov -isions  of  tins  E,  •filiation  to  the  hook*  ivf  any  partnership  or 
individual  carrying  oil  the  business  ;.«f  luutoOT  within  Tritvannore,  and  .  keeping  a  set  »€ 
not  leas  than  three  account  bunks,  namely  thfi  cash  book,  a  day  hook  or  journal,  and  a 
ledger  -and  may  in  like  manner  rescind  any  such  Notification. 

So  that  they  should  be  banks  in  the  first  instance,  and.  they  should 
keep  a  certain  number  of  books  prescribed.  If  so  and  if  Government  are 
otherwise  satisfied,  then  they  may  be  extended  to  particular  individuals 
or  partnerships.  I  believe  that  is  sufficient  safeguard.  .  ; 

Mr.  Krishna’  Aiyar  suggested  that  copies  of  the  entry,  might  be 
produced.  '  I  think  that  will  not  remedy  the  evil.  The.Bahkor  some 
agent  of  the  Bank  will  have  to  give  evidence.  I  believe  section  4  iV 
clear  on  the  point.  It  says:  • 


“  Sidijecttotho  provisions  of  this  TRegulati.oa,  a  certified  copy  of  any  eafi-y  .ifi  a . 
fiatiker’B  book  shall  in  all  legal  proceedings'be  redeivetl  as  peima.  fade  evidence  of  the: 
existence  of  such  entry,  and  shall  he.  admitted' as  evidence  of  the  matters,  -trattsaqtions 
and  accounts  therein  reoorded  in  every  case  Where,  and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  original 
entrv  itself  is  now  by.  law- admissible,  but  not  farther  . or  otherwise. 
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I  think  it  is  to  some  extent,  as  1  would  read  it,  evidence  1o  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  transaction.  * 

Another  objection — I  think  Mr.  Paclmanablin  Pillai  referred  to  it— 
is  that  we  have  not,  inserted  the  necessary  safegua  rds  which  wo  find  in 
the  British  Indian  Act. 

Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI.  <  Kunnutw;  nlli\\  1  reform! 
to  the  English  law  on  the  subject. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AT  YAH  (Addithm!  Until  sirk*r  I'ttkil) :  J  think 
the  definition  of  'certified  copy ’  provides  all  the  safeguards  neces¬ 
sary.  It  is  said: 

‘•Oortlficd  ..opv  mowix  «  ntqiy  of  iiu.v  entry  in  tlio  Imnkx  of  a  limit;  l.igntlirr  with  u 
certificate  written  at  tin,  foot  of  siioli  ropy  that  il.  is  h  trim  copy  nf  su.-h  entry,  Unit  «wh 
entry  in  contained  in  one  of  vtu-  nvdiimvy  Iwoks  of  tl.o  Hank  amt  was  mmln  in  tlio  usual 
unit  ordinary  cirareu  of  Imsinoss  ami  that  smdi  hook  is  still  in  tin-  ensl.mly  of  tlio  Bunk, 
such  certificate  being  dated  mtd  subscribed  hy  tin.  Principal  Ar.i-onulmit  or  Manage*  «f 
tlio  Bank  with  his  mimo  ami  ollioial  tillo. " 

I  think  this  contains  all  the  safeguards  mentioned  by  Mr.  1’udmn- 
nabha  Pillai,  and  therefore,  it  is  unnecessary  to  put  iiv- 

Mb,  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  ( luininni/ujnilli ) :  May  I  point 
out,  by  way  of  explanation,  that,  what  the  English  Act  provides  is  that 
actual  proof  is  a,  condition  precedent  to  the  production  of  secondary 
evidence?  Here  we  provide,  only  for  a  certification. 

Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Maoelikum  cum  Xurlir/ajmlli) :  Will 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar-  tell  ns,  whether,  as  the  law  is  at,  present;,  the  account 
books  are  only  corroborative  evidence  and  not  primary  evidence  and  that 
therefore  the  transaction  has  to  be  proved  separately  ? 

Mu  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirk.tr  Vakh)  :  Any 
servant  or  agent  of  the  bank  can  prove  the  existence  of  a  particular 
transaction  only  by  means  of  entry  in  the  Link  book.  1  believe  I  am  ' 
sufficiently  clear  on  the  point, 

With  reference  to  clause  ft,  it  is  stated  that  it  exempts  ail  officers 
1  of  the  bank  and  my  friend  Mr.  T.  K,  Vein  Pillai  humorously  pointed 
out  that  royalty  alone  is  exempted.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  a  cor¬ 
rect  reading  of  the  section.  The  section  distinctly  says  that,  whenever 
the  court  thinks  that  the  evidence  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  is  neces¬ 
sary,  they  may  bo  summoned  and  examined  as  witnesses. 

Mb.  T.  K.  Y  15 Lj  1  i  PILLAI  (’I’rirandriim  cum  ,Y cdiuwiiujud): 
May  I  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  understood  the  section  in  the’ very 
same  sense  and  yet  I  argued  in  a,  different,  way?  ( Laughter .) 

Mb.  V  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  II ml  SirJtar  Vakil) :  ■  Ordi¬ 
narily,  the  officer  should  not  be  compelled  to  produce  the  hankers’  book's. 
The  section  clearly  says: 

“(Nofofficer  nf  a  Bank  Khali  in  any  legal  proceeding  to  which  the  Bank  is  not  a 
party  be  compellable  to  produce  any  Bankers’  Book  the  contents  of  which  can  be  proved 
under  this 'section  or  to  appear  as  a  witness  to  prove  the  matters,  transactions  and 
accounts  therein  recorded,  unless  by  order  of  the  Court  made  for  special  cause  r. 
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Therefore,  if  it  is  represented  to  the  court  or  if  the  court  finds  that 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  summon  a  particular  officer,  I  beg  to  say 
that  the  court  has  got  the  power  to  summon  him  and  examine  him  as 
a  witness.  Therefore  it  does  not  in  the  least  remove  the  discretion  of 
the  court  if  it  thinks  that,  in  the  ends  of  justice,  the  party  con¬ 
cerned  should  be  summoned .  . 

Then  it  is  stated  that .  section  7  is  put  in,  that  it  is  not  in  the 
British  Indian  Act  and  that  it  nullifies  the  effect  of  the  Bill  itself.  To 
my  mind,  that  section  strongly  argues  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  We  do 
not  find  any  such  provision  in  the  British  Indian  Act.  It  is  entirely  my 
own-  The  reason  for  that  is  that,  when  I  looked  up  the  authorities, 
it  was  ruled  in  Bombay,  I  believe,  that  it  is  open  to  the  court  to  exercise 
its  discretion  and  call  for  the  originals.  1  thought  it  necessary  to  incor¬ 
porate  the  same  in  the  Bill  instead  of  leaving  it  to  the  rulings  of  courts.  I 
thought  it  would  be  better  in  the  interests  of  justice  to  mention  clearly 
and  definitely  that  the  production  of  the  originals  might  be  ordered  by 
the  court  when  it  thought  it  necessary  and  that  in  such  cases,  it  would 
not  hesitate  to  do  so. 

I  may  say  that,  in  the  case  of  a  banker  who  has  large  dealings  in 
money,  it  is  certainly  not  desirable  to  place  his  account  books  in_  the 
court  where  the  credit  and  the  debit  entries  may  he  looked  into  by 
many  and  thereby  his  interest  might  be  considerably  affected.  1  am 
sure  no  htmdi  firm  will  allow  the  whole  of  its  account-books  to  be 
examined  by  the  court.  Only,  the  portions  relating  to  the  point  in  issue 
should  be  referred  to. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumdiigad) : 
I  wish  to  ask  Mu.Subba  Aiyar  if  he  places  his  accounts,  in  the" Bank 
on  a  higher  footing  than  his  own  p'rivate  accounts. 

Mb.  Y.  StJBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirica r  Vakit):  Yesi 
Unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  the  interests  of.  public  justice  - 
'  Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  EarUgapalU ):  .1 

wish  to  know  whether,  when  hooks  are  produced  in  Court,  anybody  is 
entitled  to  look  into  them. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  A.UAH.(,lddiUoml  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  What¬ 
ever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  I  say  it  may  be  looked  into  by  ever 
so  many  persons.  We  need  hot  stand  upon  high  technicalities.  .1 
know  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  a  particular  case  which  was  . argued  by  rue  in 
the  High  Court,  my  party  objected  to  the  whole  of  the  book  being  looked 
into  and  was  willing  to  show  the  particular  portion  relating  to  the  case. 
But  the  opposite  side— I  believe  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  appeared  for  that  side 
—wanted  to  look  into  the  whole  of  the  book.  The  High  Court  said  that 
it  would  not  be  safe  in  the  interests  of  the  Bank  to  allow  others  to  look, 
into. the  whole  of  .  their  books,  -because  the  public,  might  thereby  draw 
inferences  as  to  the  solvency  or  otherwise  of  the  company.  .  .  i- 

Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  :  Kai-tikdpMWi: 
Is  it  not  considered  to  be  an  illegal,  act  to  look  into  account  books  that 
have  been  produced  in  courts '/ 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYA  Li  (Additional  Head  Xirkar  Vakil):  It 
may  be ;  but  ever  so  many  illegal  acts  are  done.  It  may  be  that  clerks 
happen  to  look  into  these  books. 

Me.T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {'Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad):  Are 
these  people  still  in  the  service  of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  air  fear  Vakil ) :  It  is 
not  always  the  Government  servant  that  does  it.  The  vakil  may  look 
into  it.  He  may  have  coniulonce  in  a  clerk  who  is  very  intelligent. 
He, may  give  the  information  to  others.  The  mischief  is  very  easily 
done. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVALtAN  FEUDAL-  (Nv/uattinkaru) :  I  wish 
to  know  whether  the  same  objection  will  not  hold  good  in  cases  where 
the  production  is  called  for  at  a  later  stage. 

■  Mr.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  airkar  Vakil):  In 
such  cases  it  will  be  absolutely  essential  in  the  interests  of  justice.  But 
such  cases  will  be  exceptions.  Simply  because  in  exceptional  eases  a 
man  may  be  inconvenienced,  that  does  not-  argue  that  in  all  cases  he 
must  be  inconvenienced. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedamvnjad)  :  I 
wish  to  know  whether,  if  this  Bill  be  not  passed,  banking  business  will 
come  to  a  standstill. 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  a  hypothetical  question.'  It  cannot  be 
allowed. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nvdu .man  gad) : 
Is  not  banking  business  thriving  in  Travaucoro  in  spite  of  these  disad¬ 
vantages  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Nirkttr  Vakit)  :  It  will 
be  seriously  inconveniencing  the  bankers.  That  is  all  that  I  can  say. 
The  Imperial  Bank,  for  instance,  has  a  large  number  of  deposits  and 
withdrawals  every  day,  and  if  for  some  reason .  or  other  their  books 
are  taken  to  the  courts,  I  think  they  will  have  time  only  for  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  such  evidence  and  for  nothing  else. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shcrtallai) :  Will  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  give  us  a  single  instance  where  dislocation  of  business  has  been 
caused  in  the  past  on  account  of  the  absence  of  this  provision  ? 

:  .Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Airkar  Vakil):  It  is 
not  dislocation.  The  inconvenience  has  been  represented  and  there  is  a 
cry.  for  legislation.  I  never  said  that  the  whole  thing  would  com?  to  a 
dead  stop  for  want  of  this  provision. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai):  Was  any  represent¬ 
ation  made  to  Government  by  any  trader  that  he  was  not  able  to  deal 
with  the  bank  on  account  cf  the  books  being  taken  to  the  courts  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Read  Sirkar.  Vakil) :  As  it 
is,  it  is  not  open  to  a  trader  to  make  that  objection. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Skertallai)  :  I  am  afraid  my 
question  has  not  been  understood.  I  asked  whether  any-  representation 
was  made  to  Government  by  any  trader  or  merchant  that  on  account 
of  the  bank  books  being  kept  in  the  court  he  was  not  able  to  do  any 
business  with  the  bank.  ’ 

Me.  V.  SUBBA.  AIYAR  {Additional Head  Sirkar  Vakil)1,  I  do  not 
think  there  has  been  any  such  representation. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  {Skertallai) ;  Has  there  beer 
any  representation  from  any  industrial  corporations  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (. Additional  Head  SirJtar  Vakil) :  No, 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  {Shertalhd)  :  Then  what  is  meant 
by  saying  that  in  the  interest  the  of  public  this  provision -has  been  put 
in  '?  The  Law  Member  has  said  that  the  whole  thing  has  been  done  in 
the  interests  of  the  public. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Mrkar  Vakil)-.  I  am 
sorry  I  did  not  make  the  point  plainer.  On  account  of  the  production 
of  the  account  books  in  courts,  it  is  not  possible  to  have  regular 
entries  made  in  the  ledger.  The  inconvenience  caused  on  account  of 
this  is  very  great. 

Me.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (.Mawlikara  cum  Eartigapalli)  :  Will 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  say  whether  the  inconvenience  is  not  confined  to  cases 
of  the  removal  of  the  current  books,  and  will  he  give  any  instance 
where  the  current  books  alone  have  been  produced  in  courts  ? 

Me.  V. •  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar.VaMQ :  I  may 
say  that  in  most  cases  it  is  the  current  books  that  are  taken  to  the 
courts.  Suits  are  filed  now-a-days  very  promptly;  and  so  current  books 
have  often  to  be  taken  to  the  courts. 

I  believe  I  have  sufficiently  explained  the  Bill.  The  Bill  exempts 
only  banks  registered  under  the  Companies  Act  and  allows  them  to 
produce  certified  copies  of  the  accounts.  It  enables  ,  the  public 
to  get  the  certified  copies  and  we  are  not  prevented  from  adding 
any  other  safeguard  as  suggested  by  some  of  the  members  here 
when  the  Bill  is  being  considered  by  the  Select  Committee.  .1  do 
not  think  any  serious  inconvenience  will  be  caused  to  the  public  nor  is 
it  such  a  serious  interference  with  the  rights  of  the  public. 

.  Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trimndnim  cum  Nedimangad)  : 
I  wish  to  ask  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  if  there  is  any  disadvantage  in  the  Bill 
waiting  till  the  larger  question  of  controlling  and  regulating  banks  is 
taken  up  for  legislation.  ■  .  . 

Me.  V.  SUBBA.  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sifkat  Vakil)  :  So  far 
as  the  companies  are  concerned,  they  are  even  now  regulated  l=and 
controlled  by  the  Government.  If  necessary,  that  section  as  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  firms  or  partnerships  might  be  .  deleted  or  - the  necessary 
safeguards  might  be  added  to  the  provision.  The  Bill  is  liable  to  be 
revised  in  any  manner  you  ■like  by  the  Select  Committee,  I  do  not 
think  we  are  precluded  from  doing  that. 
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[President.] 

Mil.  A.  GOVINDA  MEJN'UM  (.i/me/m/cum  .1  •,<>■« r)  :  U  thoLaw 
Member  aware  that  under  the  Companies  Regulatum  Government 
officers  have  absolutely  uo  power  of  examining  the  accounts 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYA14  {.UMmrnl  Head  sirkar  Vakil)-.  If 
that  bo  so,  what  arc  the  auditors  meant  for 

Me.  A.  GOV.INDA  MUNON  (Mmnjad  cum  t’aniri :  Auditors 
are  not  Government  officers.  Under  the  Companies  Act,  the  Regis- 
trar  of  Joint  Block  Com  pat  tics  or  the  Audit.  Officer  lias  no  power  to 
inspect  the.  accounts  themselves. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  A  LA  A  It  {Additional  Head-  Sirkar  IWwVi :  So  for 
as  the  higher  officer's  tire  concerned,  they  need  not  inspect  the  accounts 
of  the  companion,  and  even  if  they  inspect  they  may  not  he  able  to 
understand  anything.  These  books  of  the  companies  arc  checked  and 
audited  by  auditors  who  have  been  certified  by  the  Government.  I 
believe  these  certificates  will  be  far  safer  in  the  mimesis  of  tin;  public 
than  any  inspection  by  the  Registrar  himself. 

:  Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MEN'ON  (.llainjad  cum  iw,j :  Is  the  Law' 
Member  aware  of  any  case  i'n  which  the  Government  refused  to  help  a 
Bank  which  had  a  good  auditor’s  certificate,  utile.',:;  the.  Bank  allowed  a 
Government  officer  to  examine  its  accounts  ■' 

'  Me.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (•  hhliiicml  Rmd  Shknr  lakd) ;  1  am 
not  aware  of  any  such  filing. 

Mb.  S'.  KRISHNA  A1YA.U  {Ahm/dara  cum  HarityajadH):  1 
Wish  to  know  whether  the  auditor  at  present  at-  any  time  values  the 
holdings  of  a  company  doing  banking  businBsr. 

:  'Mb.  V.  'SUBBA  AiYAR  tfdditiunat  Head  I  ui.il)  .1.  believe 

•  generally  the  buildings,  etc.,  arc  included  ill  valuing  tins  assets  and 
liabilities  of  the  Oompany.  That  is  my  belief.  I  have  not  gone  through 
all  the  auditors’  certificates. 

The  question  that  the  Travancore  Banker’s  Book,  Evidence  Bill  be 
read  in  Council  was  then  put,  to  the  vote  and  lost,  17  voting  far  and  1!) 
.against, 

0.  PRESIDENT :  The  Council  will  now  rise.  It  will  not  meet 
to-morrow  as  the  official  business  has  already  been  completed.  We 
will  meet  again  day  after  to-morrow  at  half  past  eleven. 

The  Council  rose  at  6-5  p.  m. 

t£  BARAMEHVARA  AIAAK, 

./UvUy'v  -  G  ■  Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Co-niwil. 


travancore  legislative  council. 

■FIRST  SESSION,  1099, 

Thursday,  the  1st  November  1923. 


( OFFICIAL  REPORT.) 

The  Council  met  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at  Eleven 
Thirty-four  of  the  Clock,  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


[ Order  made  bit  the  President  under  Stamling  Order  No.  12 — 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  the  questions  and  answers  to  he  put  and  given  at  a  meeting 
of,  the  Council  shall  be  placed  on  tho  Council  table  15  minutes  before  the  President  takes 

(2)  The  questions  shall  be  put  and  answered  in  tho  following  manner  : — 

Tho  secretary  shall  call  tho  name  of  each  inta-pellator  in  aerial  order,  specify 
the  serial  number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  rising  in  bis  place,  if  he  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary  question. 
Supplementary-questions  must  be  put  immediately  after  the  principal- questions  to  which 
they  relate.] 


Newspapers  Subscribed  for  by  Government. 

23.  Mb.  V.  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  (ChirayinUt) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  supply  information  as  to  : 

(a)  the  names  of  the  newspapers  subscribed  for  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  and 

(b)  the  annual  expenditure  on  account  of  each  paper  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
(a)  and  (b)  A  list*  of  the  newspapers  purchased  by  the  Government, 
with  information  as  to  the  annual  subscription  paid  is  laid  on  the  table. 
Ayurveda  Pharmacy. 

*  24.  .Mb.  K.  PARAMESV ARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirtwalla )  :  Will  the 

'  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  have  passed  final  orders 
reviewing  the  audit  report  of  the  Ayurveda  Pharmacy,  and  if  so,  whether 
they  will  place  on  the  table  the  report  and  the  orders  thereon  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) ! 
Pinal  orders  have  not  yet  been  passed. 
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25.  Mr.  K.PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirimdla ):  (a)  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the.  table  a  list  of  grant-in-aid 
I "aidi/amlas  in  the  State  with  the  following  information  : 

(if  the  grade  of  the  I’aidt/asala  ; 

(ii)  the  special  qualification  of  each  I  'aitlyan  in  charge  of  the 
Void  yam-la.  ; 

(iii)  the  amount  of  grant  sanctioned  for  auth  Vaidyasnla : 

livl  the  date  of  sanctioning  the  grant ;  anil 

<v)  the  number  of  times  each  l'i lidyasulu  was  visited  by  the 
Director  during  the  last  three  years  '■> 

(h)  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  state  the  principle  under¬ 
lying  the  recognition  of  a  Yaidyasaht  as  belonging  to  the  .1st,  2nd,  3rd 
or  4th  grade,  and  whether  the  place,  of  location,  the  qualification  and  the 
experience  of  tho  Ya-idyan,  and  the  number  of  eases  to  lie  attended  to 
daily  have  any  consideration,  in  determining  tire  grade  ? 

'  Mr.  U.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Uocmment): 

(a)  The  statement*  required  by  the  member  is  laid  on  the  table. 

(5)  The  minimum  grant,  for  a  Vtcidyamfo-  now  is  Es.  15  per  men¬ 
sem.  In  making  promotions  to  the.  higher  grades,  the  qualifications  and 
experience  of  the  Void nans,  tho  length  of  their  service  as  grant-in-aid 
Yaidyans,  the  convenience  of  the  buildings  in  which  the.  Va-idyamlas 
are  housed,  the  nature  of  their  equipment,  the  nature,  and  the  quantities 
of  the  medicines  stocked  and  the  popularity  and  success  of  the  Vaidyans 
are  all  taken  into  consideration.  The.  answer  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
question  is  in  the  affirmative. 

'1'ari/j  Hates  for  Tim-hcr. 

26.  Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (A/enyud  cum  Tamr)  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state: 

(u)  whether  they  would  consider  the  advisability  of  a  reduction 
in  tho.  tariff  rates  now  fixed  for  royal  and  other  timber,  in  view  of  the 
declared  slump)  in  tho  markets  as  regards  such  timber  ;  and 

(b)  whether  they  arc  aware  that  tho  prices  realised  at  tho  auction 
sales  of  royal  and  other  timber  are  invariably  lower  than  tho  tariff  value 
of  the  same '? 

Mn.  S.  PAEAMEKVAEA  AIYAll  (Secretary  to  Government ) : 

(<«)  Government  have  recently  examined  the  question  and  come 
to  the  conclusion  that,  in  view  of  the  fluctuations  in  tho  market,  the 
tariff  rates  call  for  no  revision,  except  in  the  case  of  teak  saplings.  In 
regard  to  teak  saplings  a  notification  is  being  issued. 
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(/>)  Government  arc  aware  that  it  is  .  so  generally.  Logs,  on 
arrival  at  the  depot,  are  first  selected  by  the  Panivagai  and  other 
Government  departments  and  then  by  the  general  public,  and  all  logs  so 
selected  are  paid  for  at  tariff  rates.  It  is  only  the  balance  left  over  aftot 
these  selections  that  is  sold  in  public  auction,' 

Sale  ojSalt  at  Mmambam  and  Alleppcy. 

27.  Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (AJcngad  cum  Parur) :  Wilt 
the  Government  he  pleased  to  state  : 

(«■)  whether  they  have  made  any  enquiry  into  the  malpractices 
regarding  the  sale  of  salt  at  Munambam  and  Allcppey,  brought  to- the 
notice  of  this  House  at  its  last  session  ;  and 

(b)  whether,  if  such  enquiry  has  been  made,  they  will  furnish 
this  House  with  the  result  of  such  enquiry  ? 

Mb.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

The  Excise  Commissioner  has  enquired  into  the  allegations  and  has 
submitted  his  reports.  The  reports  are  under  examination  by  the 
Government. 


Allegations  against  Certain  Excise  Officers. 

23.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Have  the  Government 
enquired  into  the  allegations  brought  against  the  Excise  Officers 
at  Alleppey,  Mnnarnbam  and  Always,  by  Messrs.  Mammen  Mappillai 
and  Ehadir  Pillai  at  the  last  session  of  the  Council,  and  if  so,  what  the 
results  of  the  enquiry  are  ? 

Mb.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government)'. 

The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  interpellation  No,  27  [16]. 

Assistant  Excise  Commissioner,  Mr.  C.  T,  Oommen. 

29.  MR.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VABIAB  (Ghengannur  cumPattanam- 
titta. ):  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Council 
whether  any  action  has  been  taken  against  the  Assistant  Excise  Com¬ 
missioner,  Mr.  C.  T.  Oommen,  in  view  of  Mr.  Khadir  Pillai’s  statements 
about  him  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council '? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  (Secretary  to  Government )  : 

The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  interpellation  No.  27  [16]. 

Excise  Officers  Tiained  in  Distillery  Work. 

30.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  mention : 

(a)  the  names  of  the  Assistant  Excise  Commissioners  and  the 
Inspectors  who  have  been  trained  in  distillery  matters  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government ; 

( b )  the  institutions,  ranges  and  divisions  where  such  officers  are 
posted  now ;  and 

(c)  the  names  of  the  officers  who  have  now  been  placed  in  charge 
of  the  distilleries  and  their  special  qualifications. 
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[Mr.  A’ Hoogewerf.] 

Mb.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government ) : 
(ay  Assistant  Excise  Commissioners  Messrs.  0.  T.  Common  and 
M.  Parasu  Pillai  and  Inspector  Mr.  A.  Raman  Pillai. 

(ft)  (i)  Mr.  G.  T.  Ooramen,  b.  a.,  Assistant  Excise  Commissioner, 
is  now  in  charge  of  the  Always  Division. 

Ui)  Mr.  M.  Parasu  Pillai,  B.  A.,  Assistant  Excise  Commis¬ 
sioner,  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Piravam  Division. 

(iii)  Mr.  A.  Raman  Pillai,  n.  a.,  Excise  Inspector,  is  now 
in  the  Noyyattinkara  Range. 

(«)  Mr.  S.  Arumanayakam,  Excise  Inspector,  is  now  in  charge  of 
the  Nagerooil  distillery  and  Mr.  S.  Ramakrishna  Aiyar,  Excise  Inspector, 
in  charge  of  the  Vaikarn  distillery.  They  have  no  special  quali¬ 
fications. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum):  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  there  arc  specially  trained  men  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  for  distillery  work,  and  if  so,  whether  they  have  such  qualifications 
as  to  be  in  charge  of  distilleries  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government) :  The 
answer  to  this  is  contained  in  part  (d)  of  the  answer  to  the  uoxt  question, 
in  which  it  is  stated  ; 

“  In  tlio  intercuts  of  1  In;  dapurtmcmt  and  of  tlm  officers  tlwmsolvns  it  in  not  dosirablo 
to  keep  an  offioor  for  a  long  lime  in  tho  same  station  and  on  tho  sanio  work  ". 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  ;  What  are  the  qualifications 
of  the  men  who  are  now  in  charge  of  the  distilleries  V 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

They  have  no  special  qualifications. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  Then  what  is  the  necessity 
for  sending  men  for  qualifying  themselves  ? 

PRESIDENT:  It  has  already  been  answered,  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai. 
Mr.  Paramesvara  Aiyar  has  drawn  your  attention  to  the  answer  to  part 
(d)  of  the  next  question, 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Will  the  Government  bo 
pleased  to  state  how  long  they  were  kept  in  charge  of  the  distillery  V 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government)  :  I 
must  have  notice  of  that  question. 

Excise  Lncyeotors  to  be  Trained-  /or  Distillery  Work. 

81.  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated )  :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  two  Excise  Inspectors  are  to  be  de¬ 
puted  to  learn  distillery  work  in  Madras  ; 
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(b)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  six  officers  were  similarly  sent  to 
Madras  some  time  ago  to  learn  this  work,  and  there  are  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  two  Assistant  Commissioners  and  one  First  Grade  Inspector  so 
trained  ; 

(c)  whether  the  Assistant  Commissioner  or  the  Excise  Inspector 
in  charge  of  the  Nagercoil  distillery  has  been  trained  in  distillery  work ; 
and 

(d)  if  they  are  not,  whether  it  is  not  possible  to  send  one  of  the 
two  trained  Assistant  Commissioners  to  the  Nagercoil  division  and  put 
Mr.  A.  Raman  PiUai,  First  Grade  Inspector,  in  charge  of  the  distillery 
and  thus  save  the  money  that  is  going  to  be  spent  on  the  Inspectors 
proposed  to  be  sent  to  Madras  ? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESYARA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  and  (b)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

(c)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(d)  In  the  interests  of  the  department  and  of  the  officers  them¬ 
selves,  it  is  not  desirable  to  keep  an  officer  for  a  long  time  in  the  same 
station  and  on  the  same  work  and  hence  the  necessity  to  train  more 
officers. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  for  what  length  of  time  Mr,  Parasu  Pillai  was  in 
charge  of  distillery  work ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) ;  I 
have  no  information  ready. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  {Nominated)-.  May  I  ask  whether  first 
grade  Inspector  Mr.  Raman  Pillai  was  ever  in  charge  of  the  dis¬ 
tilleries  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Sseretary  to  Government)  : 

Government  have  no  information.  The  training  of  these  officers 
took  place  in  1085,  and  I  must  have  notice  of  this  new  question. 

Dis  tiller  y  Training  fur  Excise  Inspectors. 

32.  Me  T.  IiUMAEA  PILLAI  (Emniel  cum  Vilavankod )  : 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  have 
decided  to  depute  two  Excise  Inspectors  to-  Madras  for  training  in  dis¬ 
tillery  work  ? 

(b)  Are  there  any  officers  in  the  Excise  Department  who  have 
already  undergone  the  required  training  in  distillery  work?  If  so, 
what  is  their  number  and  what  offices  do  they  ,  hold  now  ? 

(e)  Has  any  one  of  them  been  appointed  to  any  of  the  distilleries? 

(d)  If  not,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  postpone  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  question  of  spending  money  for  such  training  until  the 
department  accepts  the  principle  of  employing  on  distillery  work  those 
already  trained  for  the  work  ? 
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Mb.  S.  PAKAMJESVABA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Gorcrnmcnf) : 
(«)  to  (rl)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  furnished  t,o 
interpellation  No.  30. 


Evasion  oj  Payment  of  Customs  Duty. 

33.  Mb.  M.  N.  FILLAI  (Trioamlrum) :  («)  (i)  Arc.  tlm  Govern¬ 

ment  aware  of  the  fact  that  largo  consignments  of  cocoanul,  coir, 
fibre  and  other  dutiable  articles  have  been,  of  late,  allowed  to  pass 
through  the  Quilon  Land  Entrance  chowkey  without  payment  of  duty  ? 

(ii)  Has  the  Excise  Commissioner  reported  to' the  Government 
oil  the  subject  V  If  not,  will  they  be  pleased  to  call  for  the  records  and 
place  them  on  the  table,  i* 

(J)  Arc  they  aware  of  the  fact  that  more  than  one  linn  at  Allop- 
pey  have  of  late  been  exporting  dutiable  articles,  oh.,  the  produce  of 
cocoanut  trees,  without  payment  of  duty 

Mb.  s.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAE  (.Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  (i)  No  dutiable  articles  arc  reported  to  have  been  allowed  to 
pass  the  Quilon  Land  Entrance  chowkey  without  payment  of  duty. 

(ii)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (a)  this  qiicstion  does  not  arise. 

(b)  One.  Alleppey  firm  has  been  reported  to-  have  exported 
cocoanut  oil  without  payment  of  full  duty. 

Smuggling  through  the  Quilon  Law!  Entrance  Ghowhcy. 

34.  Mb.  T.  KUMAEA  PILLAI  (Emuid  cum  Viiaranlcod): 

Have  the  Government  had  occasion  to  know  that,  although  cocoanut 

oil  valued  at  a  considerable  amount  was  smuggled  through,  the  Land 
Entrance  chowkey,  Quilon,  in  1098,  and  the  same  was  detected,  the 
authorities  concerned  have  not  taken  any  legal  action  in  the  matter  ? 
If  not,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  call  for  the  records  and 
examine  thorn  ? 

Mb.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government): 

The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  interpellation  No.  33. 

Mb.  T.  KUMAEA  PILLAI  (Emnie.1  cum  Vikwankod) :  These 
are  not  identical  questions.  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai’s  question  is  about  the 
consignment  of  cocoannt,  coir,  etc.  My  question  is  about  cocoanut  oil 
alone. 

Mb.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) :  A 
portion  of  the  question  of  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  relates  to  cocoaDutoil.  Vide 
part  (b). 

Mr.  T.  KUMAEA  PILLAI  (Eranid  cum  VUamnkod ):  That  is 
only  about  the  Alleppey  firm. 

Mb.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

Yes,  only  about  it. 
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Mr.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( E  rami  el  cum  Vilavankod)  :  Is  there 
any  other  instance  with  reference  to  the  Quilon  Land  Entrance 
chowkey  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR.  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 

.  Beyond  what  .is  stated  in  the  answer1  to  that  question,  no  instance 
has  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Government, 

Scheme  for  Gradual  Prohibition  of  Drink. 

35.  Mb.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VAEIAR  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pat- 

tanamtittd) :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the 

Excise  Commissioner  has  submitted  to  the  Government  a  scheme  to 
achieve  gradual  prohibition  ? 

(b)  If  so,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  the  scheme  on 
the  table  for  public  information  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government ) : 

(a.)  Yes. 

(/;)  The  scheme  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government  and  it 
is  too  soon  to  decide  on  the  question  of  its  publication. 

Departmental  Reports  for  109S  M.  E. 

36.  Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( N eyyattinkara ):  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table,  when  ready,  the 
annual  reports  for  1098  on  the  working  of  the  several  departments  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):■ 

The  question  of  printing  and  publishing  departmental  [annual 
reports  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

Triramlnmi-Eagercoil  Railway  Line. 

37.  Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara):  (a)  Will 

the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  preliminary  survey  of  the  Trivandrum-NagercoiliRailway  line  and 
to  consider  the  desirability  of  commencing  the  construes*.  of  the;  line 
before  undertaking  the  survey  of  the  Kottarakara-Ernakulam  line  or  at 
least  simultaneously  with  it  ?  ... 

(6)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  'state  whether  it  is  possible 
to  extend  the  railway  to  Chalai  or  its  nei^k^ftirhood  in  the  immediate, 
future '! 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (.Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  In  connection  with  the  survey  of  the  Tri^drum-Fagercoillme, 
the  traverse  line  has  been  set  out  for  JL7J  mildly.  and  beyond  that,,  the 
ground  has  been  investigated  by  taking  trial  levels  rip  to  a  point  .  oppo¬ 
site  to  the  26th  mile  of  the  M.  S.  Road.  With  regard  to  the  construe-; 
tion  of  the  line,  it  is  not  possible  to  give  a  definite!  reply  at  present. 

(i)  No  definite,  reply  can  be  given  at  present, : 
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[Mv.  G.  Pavamesvaran  Filial.] 

The  Periyar  I  nkc. 

38.  Mb.  G.  PA.RAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Kcyyattmkam)  : 

(i)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  .state  the  extent  of  the  area 
of  the  Periyar  lake  leased  to  the  British  Government  under  the  agree¬ 
ment  dated  the  ‘39th  November,  188(51' 

(ii)  What  is  the  extent  of  the  catchment  area,  and  what  is  the  lease 
amount? 

(iii)  Is  there  any  prohibition  regarding  the  registry  and  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  the  catchment  area,  and  if  so,  on  what  grounds?  If  not,  are 
the  Government  now  deriving  any  land  revenue  therefrom  ? 

(iv)  If  cultivation  is  prohibited,  are  the  Government  getting  any 
compensation  for  the  consequent  loss  of  revenue?  If  not,  will  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  be  pleased  to  approach  the  Madras  Government  with  a  view  to 
enable,  thorn  to  assign  such  lands  for  cultivation? 

Mr,  R..  KRISHNA  PILLAI  [Chief  A Wrctnry  h  Gorernnnmt)  : 

(i)  and  (ii)  The  member  is  referred  to  pages  31)  to  11  of  the  Land 
Jte  venue  Manual,  Volume  II.  The  extent  of  the  catchment  area  is 
about  345  sq.  miles. 

(inf  Yes.  The  entire  catchment  area  is  reserved  forest. 

(iv)  In  the  light  of  the  answer  to  part  (iii)  this  question  does  not 
arise. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  [Nryyatlinkara) :  The  ans¬ 
wer  to  clause  (iii)  of  my  question  is :  “The  entire  catchment  area  is  reserv¬ 
ed  forest.”  I  should  like  to  know  whether  that  is  the.  only  ground  on 
which  the  registry  and  cultivation  of  the  catchment  area  of  the  Periyar 
is  prohibited. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Ghief  Secretary  I <>  Gorerh-meni) : 

Practically  that  is  the  only  ground.  ' 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Mcyyutlinkaru)  :  Sir,  may 
I  know  whether  Chief  Secretary  is  in  a  position  to  answer  me  more 
definitely  thSSif^lying  “practically”  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
The  officers  of  the  Madras  Government  are  against  allowing  registry  of 
lands  in  the  catchment  area*. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMES‘$UkN  PILLAI  (tfeijyattinkara)  :  If  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Madras  Governme%j,re  against  it,  may  I  know  whether  there 
is  any  agreement  which  is  iMding  upon  this  Government  that  the 
wishes  of  the  officersifefsfhe  Ma&pas  Government  should  be  complied 
with? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA.  PILIjk'I  ( Chef  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
There  is  no  regular  agr^anent. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara) :  May  I 
then  know  whether  this  Government  will  be  pleased  to  approach  the 
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Madras  Government  with  a  view  to  enable  them  to  assign  such  lands 
as  are  in  future  found  necessary  by  the  Travancore  Government  ? 

Mb.  It.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

I  claim  notice. 


Travellers'  Bungalow  at  Kunjirapalli. 

39.  Mb.  K  DOMINIC  TOMMAN  ( Peermade  cum  Devico7am)  : 
(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(1)  the  total  cost  of  the  Second  Class  Travellers’  Bungalow  with 
its  out-houses  at  Ivanjirapalli ; 

(2)  the  annual  cost  of  upkeep  of  the  same  with  the  watcher's 

pay ; 

(3)  the  amount  of  annual  income  realised  for  each  of  the  years 
1096,  1097  and  1098; 

(4)  the  amount  of  rent  paid  by  the  Government  for  the  buildings 
"now  used  as  the  court  house  and  the  Sub-Bcgistrar’s  office  at  Kanjira- 

palli ;  and 

(51  the  distance  of  these  offices  from  the  Travellers’  Bungalow  ? 
( b )  Is  not  the  Travellers’  Bungalow  close  to  the  other  public  insti¬ 
tutions  at  Iianjirapalli  such  as  the  District  Hospital,  the  English  School 
and  the  Police  Station  ?  . 

Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
(a)  (1)  Bb.  13,226. 

(2)  Bs.  280  per  annum,  including  the  pay  of  the  watcher. 

(3)  The  receipts  for  1097  and  1098  were  Es.  41-20-8  and 
Rs.  33-23-6,  respectively.  The  bungalow  was  opened  for  public  use  only 
from  the  1st  Chingain  1097. 

(4)  Bs.  37-14-0  per  mensem  for  the  court  house  and  Rs  12  per 
mensem  for  the  Sub-Registry  Office. 

(5)  About  a  mile. 

(b)  Yes. 

Assignment  of  Vechur  Kari  to  ■Depressed  Classes..  ■. 

40.  Mb,  N.  RAMAKRISIINA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettimanur) : 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  :  . 

(a)  whether  they  have  reserved  the.  Yechur  kari  lands  in  the 
Yaikarn  taluk  for  assignment  to  members:  of  the  depressed  classes  like 
.Pulayas; 

(6)  what  the  extent  of  the  Jean  lauds  available  for  the  purpose 
of  such  assignment  is ;  and 

■(e)  whether  they  have  receivedf4ny  application  from  the  Pulayas 
of  Vechur  and  adjoining  places  for  the  assignment  of  lands  from  the 
Vechur  kari,  and  if  so,  how  many  applications  have  been  received  and 
what  the  extent  of  the  lands  already  registered  is  ?: 
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[Ml-.  14-  Krishna  Pillai.] 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Sccrviuni  m  Gorernmen/): 
(a)  No. 

($)  No  portion  of  the  kari  lands  is  available  lor  assignment. 

(c)  Yes.  25  applications  have  been  received.  Xu  portion. of 
the  kari  lands  has  been  assigned  to  the  applicants.  The  applications 
have  been  struck  off  as  they  relate,  to  lands  reserved  h >r  grazing  and  for 
the  growth  of  era  grass  necessary  lor  putting  up  bunds  round  jwtcAa 
lands. 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI.  {Yaibuu  cum  h’Jtmmmr)-. 
May  I  know  if  the  whole  land  is  required  I'm.'  grazing  ami  fur  the  growth 
of  grass  <* 

Mb.  E.  KEISIINA  PILLAI  (.Chief  Sec  re  fan/  ( i  or enroen  I):  Yes. 

Assignment  of  Veohur  Kari  to  Dcjircwtf  ( Uamten.  , 

41.  Mb.  N.  RAMAKHIKHNA  PILLAI  C.I  'a,  ham  nua  Ettu- 
mamr) :  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  state  whether  a  portion, 
of  the  Vechur  kari  lauds  in  the  Vaikam  taluk  will  be  granted  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  depressed  classes  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Sxrvt<t*\>f  to  Government)’. 

The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  40. 

Licensee  for  Fire-arms. 

42.  Mb.  TAEIATU  IiUNJITOMMAN  „rait„p,aim):.  Will 

the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  ■  >f  the  applications  for 
licenses  for  fire-arms  for  the  year  105)9,  presented  to'  the  Division 
Peishkar,  Kottayam,  in  Karkadakam,  1098,  were  pending  the  issue  of 
licenses  until  the  15th  Kanni,  1099  ? 

(6)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  the  present,  practice  which 
compels  applicants  for  renewal  of  licenses  for  iire-anns  to  deposit  their 
fire-arms  in  the  police  station,  pending  the  issue  of  licenses,  is  product¬ 
ive  of  much  .hardship  and  loss  to  the  people  V 

(c)  If  so,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  arrange  that,  as  is 
done  in  the  neighbouring  State  of  Cochin,  ftcc-at-ins  need  lie  deposited 
in  the  police  station  only  >  in  the  case  of  applications  fur  fresh  licenses, 
but  that  in  the  case  of  ..applications  for  the  renewal  of  time-expired 
licenses,  fire-arms  need  not.jhe  deposited  in  the  police  stations V 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Store  tan/  to  Government)', 
(a)  Of  the  1,189  .applications  received  during'  Karkadakam,  1098, 
976  had  been  disposed  of  and  2.13  were  pending  on  the  15th  Kanni,  1099. 
.  167  of  the  pending  applications  were  also  disposed  of  *  before  the  close  of 
Kanni,  1099.  ‘ 

(h)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative, 
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(c)  Applicants  for  renewal  of  licenses  are  not  compelled  to  deposit 
their  arms  in  police  stations,  but  under  Section  11  of  the  Travancore 
Arms  Regulation,  V  of  1084,  “any  person  possessing  arms,  ammunition 
or  military  stores,  the  possession  whereof  by  him  has  in  consequence  of 
the  cancellation  or  expiry  of  a  license  become  unlawful,  shall  deposit  the 
same  without  unnecessary  delay  with  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
nearest  police  station,”  If  applications  for  renewal  are  made  suffici-' 
ently  early,  the  necessity  for  depositing  arms  in  the  nearest  police 
station  may  be  obviated. 

Portions  of  the  Periyar  River  under  the  Control  of 
the  Forest  Department. 

43.  Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvattupuzha)  ■ 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to. state  whether  the  portions 
of  the  Periyar  river,  flowing  through  the  Kuttamangalam  and  Kotaman- 
galam  pahuthies  of  the  Muvattupuzha  taluk,  are  included  in  the  reserve 
a^d  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Forest  Department  ? 

(b)  Are  the- Government  aware  that  several  registered  wet  and 
dry  lands  are  included  in  the  said  palmthies,  that  they  are  situated  on 
the  southern  bank  of  the  river,  and  that  they  contain  human  habita¬ 
tions  also? 

(<:)  Are  the  Forest  Officers  competent  to  take  up  cases  against  the  ■ 
people,  penalising  such  acts  as  the  taking  up  of  cattle  through  the  river 
and  the  use  of  the  river  for  bathing  purposes  and  for  boat  traffic  ? 

(d)  If  so,  will  the  Government,  in  the  interests  of  the  ryots  con¬ 
cerned  and  for  the  protection  of  their  cattle,  exclude  these  places  from 
the  control  of  the  Forest  Department  and  make  them  available  for  the 
use  of  the  public  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  and  ( b )  Portions  of  the  Periyar  river  flowing  through  the  Kota- 
mangalam  and  Kuttamangalam  pakuthies  and  mpst  of  the  registered 
lands  on  the  southern  bank  of  it  fall  outside  the  reserve  forest. 

(c)  and  (d)  The  restrictions  'under  the  forest  Regulation  apply 
only  to  reserve  forests.  Specific  cases  of  hardship  resulting  from  such 
restrictions  will  be  enquired  into  and  remedied  as  far  as  possible. 

System  of  Grant  of  Agricultural  Loans. 

*  44.  Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (. Muvattupuzha ):■  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  give  effect  to  the  following  measures 
with  a  view  to  enable  the  poor  ryots  .to  •  secure  greater  benefits  under 
the  existing  system  of  granting  agricultural  loans:  « 

(a)  that  there  should  be  a  restriction  to  the  effect  that  no  one  will 
be  entitled  to  a  loan  exceeding  Rs.  1,000 ; 

( b )  that  loans  will  be  given  only  to  those  whose  occupation  is  agri- 
culture';  and 
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(c)  that  all  applications  for  loans  should  he  disposed  of  within  a 
period  of  one  and  a  half  months  ? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  {.Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(а)  The  member’s  suggestion  to  restrict  the  amount  of  the  loan  to 
Bs.  1,000  would  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the  public.  Government 
have  issued  instructions  to  grant  large  loans  only  sparingly. 

(б)  The  Land  Improvement  and  Agricultural  Loans  Regulation, 
IX  of  1094,  and  the  rules  issued  thereunder,  del'mo  the  persons  to 
whom  and  the  purpose  for  which  loans  are  to  he  granted.  Govern¬ 
ment  do  not  see  any  reason  to  alter  the  Regulation  and  the  rules. 

(c)  It  is  not  possible  to  prescribe  any  period  for  the  disposal  of 
loan  applications.  Strict  instructions  have  been  issued  for  the  disposal 
of  loan  applications  as  expeditiously  as  possible  and  the  work  is  re¬ 
viewed  periodically. 

Dixtribulinn  of  Appointments. 

45.  Mr.  TABIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {Mnvattupnzha):  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  issue  stringent  orders  that,  when 
more  applicants  than  one,  having  the  same  qualifications,  come  forward 
in  respect  of  the  same  post  in  any  department  of  the  State  service  except 
the  Devaswom  Department,  preference  ought  to  be  given  to  that  appli¬ 
cant  whose  community  is  the  least  represented  in  the  department  in 
proportion  to  its  numerical  strength  ? 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  in  Government): 
This  question  is  covered  by  a  resolution  balloted  for  discussion  at  this 
meeting  of  the  Council, 

Seri  mil  tura  l  Expert. 

46.  Mr.  TABIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {Muvattupuzha) :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  qualification  and  pay  of 
the  Sericultural  Expert  ? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government): 
The  Sericultural  Expert  g#ts  a  pay  of  Bs.  GO  in  the  scale  of  Bs.  00-G-100. 
He  has  undergone  training  in  sericulture  at  Bangalore  and  Pusa  and 
in  silk  weaving  at  Kashmir  and  Berhampur. 

The  Empire  Exhibition. 

47.  Mr.  N.  BAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI :  (Vaikam  cum  Ettu- 
manur) :  In  regard  to  the  recent  exhibition  for  sending  exhibits 
to  the  Empire  Exhibition,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state: 

(a)  the  number  and  kinds  of  exhibits  collected  and  sent  up  by 
the  Industries  Department,  with  the  exception  of  those  supplied  by  the 
School  of  Arts; 

(b)  the  amount  spent  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  exhibits  and 
the  amount  spent  for  the  purpose  of  making  or  manufacturing  exhibits ; 

fc)  the  total  amount  hitherto  spent  on  account  of  the  exhibition 
and  the  different  items  of  expenditure;  and 
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( d )  the  approximate  amount  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  trans¬ 
porting  the  exhibits  to  London? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 

(а)  Exhibits  sent  up  by  the  Industries  Department 

(i)  36  specimens  of  minerals. 

(ii)  Archil,  archil  dye  and  cloths  dyed  with  archil. 

(iii)  Maniahica,  fresh  and  dried. 

(iv)  Janiakafo  and  plantain-fibre  cloth. 

Besides  the  above,  several  private  individuals  and  bodies  as  well 
as  grant-in-aid  industrial  schools  have  sent  lace  cloths  and  other 
cotton  fabrics  made  as  per  designs  furnished  by  the  Textile  Expert. 

(5)  The  amounts  spent  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  exhibits 
and  for  making  and  manufacturing  exhibits  can  be  known  only  after 
detailed  accounts  of  expenditure  for  the  money  advanced  to  the  con¬ 
veners  of  the  several  sub-committees  are  received.  The  total  amount 
advanced  to  the  conveners  of  the  sub-committees  is  Its.  8,982 
chs.  24  c.  13. 

(c)  The  total  amount  hitherto  spent  on  account  of  the  Exhibi¬ 
tion  is  Rs.  12,969  chs.  18  c.  13.  The  following  are  the  items  of 
expenditure : — 

Rs.  chs.  c. 

(1)  Advance  to  the  Superintendent,  School 

of  Arts  '  ...  G,23fi  22  13 

(2)  Advance  to  the  convener  of  the  sub-  -  - 

committee  for  lace  and  embroidery 

works  ...  1,500,  0  0 

(3)  Advance  to  the  Director  of  Public 

Instruction  ...  545.  22  8 

"’f4)  Advance  to  the  Conservator  of  Forests...  500  0  0 

(5)  Advance  to  the  Director  of  Industries  ...  250  0  0 

(б]  Advance  to  the  Director  of  Agriculture 

and  Fisheries  ...  105  10  0 

(7.)  Part  payment  for  taking  photographs  ...  3.90  20  0 

(8)  Part  payment  for  pantlai  and  other  works 

connected  with  the  Preliminary  Exhi¬ 
bition  in  Trivandrum  ...  2,500  0  0 

(9)  Miscellaneous  items,  including  cost  of 

medals  940  27  8 

Total  ...  12,969  18  13 

(d)  The  cost  of  transporting  the  exhibits  to  England  can  be 
known  only  after  the  exhibits  are  shipped  to  London, 


ISO  TT?  AVAN  CORE  LEGISLATIVE  COI'NCIIi.  [1ST  NoVEMBEJJ  1.923, 

[Mr.  S.  Paramcsvava  Aiyar.j 

Manager  in  the  Conservator'. 1  Office. 

48;  x  Mw-n'  »aMAKBISHNA  PI.LLAI  ( Vaiham  cum  7 Wumanur)  • 
W  Will  the  Government  he  '  pleased  to  say  whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  late  Conservator  of  Forests,  Mr.  Banian  Menon  recoin 
mended  the  abolition  of  the  Manager’s  post  and  the  retirement  of  the 
present  Manager  in  the  Conservator’s  Office? 

(M  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  say  who  the  present  Man¬ 
ager  in  the  Conservator's  Office  is.  what  his  qualifications  are,  and  what 
the  extent  of  his  service  is  V 

Mr.  S.  PAUAM KHVA.KA  AI  YAR  (secretary  to  (lovernment)  : 
(a.)  The.  answer  is  in  the  negative.  Government  ordered  the  ahnli 
turn  of  the  Manager’s  post  in  the  Conservator's  office  on  the  strength  of 
the  report  oi  the  Salaries  Committee.  But,  as  the  present  Manager  was 
not  ripe  for  retirement  and  as  there  was  no  other  suitable  place  for  him 
he  was  ordered  to  be  kept  on  as  a  supernumerary  manager  till  his' 
retirement  or  he  is  otherwise  provided  for.  the  head  clerk’s  post  beimr 
Kept  vacant.  1  b 

tt  ^  The  PfT?  MaW'S  Uame  is  Ml'  S'  Kalyanarama  Aiyar. 
He  has  no  qualifications ;  but  is  reported  to  be  efficient.  He.  has  put  in 
a  service  of  ’26  years  and  7  months.  1 


Em 


c  Conferei 


49Wi^^RAMA— A  PILLAI  cum  Ettumannry. 

Will  the  Government  lie  pleased  to  state  • 

10  thc  re"“ ,,f 

thet!?T,7h6%itiBafao«thf  therednction  of  Excisc  divisions  and 
the  transfer  of  the  power  of  collecting  hist  to  the  Land  Revenue  De¬ 
partment  were  decided  upon  at  that  conference  ;  and 

«  f  <1"ssli“  *  immoth's  temi“  ™  —»«- 

”“Y«PAKAMECTAI!4AIYAIi  Ooiwrimcnf) : 

.  (b)  Yes. 

(a)  Government  have  no  information  that  the  conference  considered 
the  question  of  reducing  the  number  of  Excise  division?  The JueSon  ' 
of  transferring  to  the  Land  Revenue  staff  the  work  of  collectin’^  Excise 
revenue  was  considered  by  the  conference,  collecting  Excise 

(d)  Yes. 
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Appendix  I. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  S3 

List  uf  Newspapers  subscribed  for  by  the  Government. 


Name. 

:  No.  of 
copies. 

Rate  of  subscription 
per  copy  per  annum. 

1  Cochin  Argus  ■  ...] 

2 

R.  Rs.  As. 

12  13 

2  Daily  Express 

2 

34  0 

3  Hindu 

45  0 

4  Indian  Social  Reformer 

1 

7  8 

f>  Justice 

2 

10  8 

0  Madras  Mail 

5 

48  0 

7  Malabar  Herald 

1 

4  13 

8  Mitavadi 

1 

5  0 

1  9  New  India 

1  2 

27  0 

10  Pioneer 

i  i 

48  0 

11  Times  of  India 

!  i 

45  0 

12  Do.  Weeklv 

i  1 

22  0 

13  Cheramardutan  •  .  .... 

2 

2  8 

14  United  India  and  Indian  States  . 

!  1 

12  0 

15  Wednesday  Review 

1 

8  0 

1G  West  Coast  Spectator 

1 

15  0 

17  Kshemodayam 

2 

5  0 

18  Swadesamitran  (Tamil) 

1 

.  24  0 

19  Swadesamitran  Weekly 

(English) 

1 

6  0 

•20  Swaraj  ya 

1 

\  28  0 

21  Malabar  Advocate 

4 

5  0 

22  Sudarsanam 

4 

6  0 

23  Travancore  Times 

4 

5  0 

24  Trivandrum  Daily  News 

4 

22  0 

25  Western  Star 

4 

12  0 

26  Standard 

4 

6  0 

27  Citizen 

4 

6  0 

28  Rajasthan 

1 

10  0 

29  New  Mysore 

1 

5  0 

30  Desabhimani 

.4  0 

31  Keralakaumudi 

2 

5  0 

32  Keraladipam  ... 

2 

4  0 

33  Koraliyabhimani 

2 

6  0 

34  Malayali 

2 

9  0 

35  Malayala-Manorama 

2 

9  0 

36  Muslim 

2 

7  0 

37  Nasranidipika  ... 

2 

9  0 

38  Pauran  ... 

2 

4  0 

39  Samadarsi 

2 

9  0  :. ' 
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Appendix  I. — (Contd) 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  23. 


List  of  Newspapers  subscribed  for  by  Government. 


Name. 

No.  of 

Kate  of  subscription 
per  copy  per  annum. 

B.  Rs. 

As. 

40 

Srivazliumkodc 

2 

4 

0 

41 

Virakeralan 

2 

4 

0 

42 

Swaral 

2 

7 

0 

43 

Pofcunalam  (Tamil  i 

2 

4 

0 

44 

Kottayam  Patrika 

2 

8 

8 

45 

Abhyudaya 

2 

4 

0 

4(5 

Prabhata-Tavaka 

2 

4 

0 

47 

J  anaranjini 

2 

(i 

0 

48 

Navabharati 

() 

0 

49 

Iveralan 

4 

0 

50 

Dakshinadipam 

1 

4 

0 

51 

Sambavarnesan 

2 

1 

4 

52 

Dliamuidipam 

2 

2 

8 

53 

Amritabharati 

2 

4 

0 

54 

Jamuabliumi 

2 

!  4 

0 

! 

s  d. 

55 

Truth  (London) 

i 

2  . 

7-8 

56 

Times  (London)  Weekly  Mail  ... 

1 

!  1  - 

10-0 

57 

Times  (Educational  Supplement). 

1  1 

!  o  - 

17-0 

Appendix  ll. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  25. 

List  of  Vaidyasalas  in  the  State. 


QUESTIONS 


D  ANSWERS 


List  of  Vaidyasalas  in  the  State. — ( contd.) 


Special  Qualification  o£  Amount  * 

tlie  Vaidyaua  or  their  sane-  c 

experience.  tinned.  * 


TatomTowii 
Perinad  ... 

Ambalapnzha 
Mararikiilnm 

Maaiia"1>UU 
Chingavanum 
Piu-avur  (Qviilon) 
Kottangara  : .  . . . 
Kollacla-West 
Kirikkad 
Maveliknra  Towis 
Konni 

Pattanamtitta 
Aranmula  ... 

Perumbalam 
Kidangur  ... 

Bwipurai* 

Trikkakkara 

PirappankotU 

Tiruvattar 

Kuzhittura  ... 

Pcrumtaimi  ,(W.  &  0.) . 
Vancbiyuv 

Cbengannur  (  Vislumi). 
Iraviperar  Po.  ... 
Talavndi  ... 

KAvalam  ... 

Piravam 


Ay:  II.  M.  C.  Examination. 
Ayurveda  Examination, 
Ay:  H.  M.  Examination. 


1/54  tiuvancore  IiEciistjAtive  cottnotti,  [1st  November  1923, 

[Mr,  A,  Govinda  Menon.] 

THE  NAIR  REGULATION  AMENDMENT  BILL, 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  ITLLAI  ( Timvalla ):  Sir,  in  view 
of  the  lamented  death  of  tile  mover  of  the  Nair  Regulation  Amendment 
Bill,  I  move  for  permission  being  granted  to  mo  to  take  charge  of  the 
Bill  and  to  continue  if  in  the  Council, 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alm,j<ul  cum  Parur) :  I  beg  to 
second  that  motion. 

Mu.  A,  IIOOGEWERE  (Nomina Ini) ;  I  beg  to  support  that 
motion. 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Govinda  menon,  am  I  to  take  it  that  you 
withdraw  your  motion 

Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur)  ■  Yes,  Sir. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  SirJcar  Vakil}-.  Sir 
though  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  specific'  provision  for  the  step  pro¬ 
posed,  I  believe,  that  the  general  principle,  mentioned  in  Standing  Order 
No.  4  may  be  applied  in  this  case  and  permission  granted.  Standing 
Order  No.  4  says  : 

"  On  the  dissolution  of  ii  Council,  nil  Government  Rills  which  have  hern  introduced 
shall  lio  carried  over  to  the  ponding  lint  of  business  to  tlio  next  Council  and  all  private 
Bills  shall  lapse  unless- iho  member  in  oharge  of  the  Bill  is  returned  In  the  new  Council  or 
the  Council  on  a  motion  of  any  ntln'r  member  desiring  to  take  charge,  of  the.  same  make* 
n  Rjiocml  order  for  tho  continuance  of  tho  Bill.  ” 

In  other  words,  if,  in  the  new  Council,  a  member  of  the  old  Council 
ceases  to  be  a  member,  the  Bill  introduced  by  him  may  be  taken  charge 
of  by  another.  In  this  particular  case,  the  mover  of  the  original  Bill 
having  ceased  to  be  a  member,  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any  objection 
to  Mr,  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai’s  continuing  the  Bill. 

PRESIDENT :  May_  I  take  it  that  the  House  accepts  the. 
motion  ? 

The  motion  was  carried. 

The  following  motion  standing  in  the  name  of  Mr.  A.  Govinda 
Menon  was  not  moved  :  — 

That  in  place  „f  the  Into  Mr.  K.  I’.  Ramin  l'illai  ».  A.,  B.  I,.,  Mr.  P.  K.  Nnrayami 
Pillai  n.  a.,  n.  i..,  be  made  (hr  mover  of  tho  Nair  Regulation  Amendment  Bill. 


RESOLUTIONS  ON; MATTERS  OF  GENERAL 
PUBLIC  INTEREST. 

Prohibition  of  Cow-kllllng. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON.  ( Alangad  cum  Parur)  :  Sir,  I  beg  to 
move  the  following  resolution: — 

That  this  Cmincil  recommends  lo  the  Government  the  necessity  of. 
early  legislation  prohibiting  the  killing  of  ernes' in  this  State.  .... 


PROHIBITION  OP  COW-KILLING. 


Ida 


The  considerations  which  have  prompted  me  to  bring  in  this  reso¬ 
lution  are  economic,  humanitarian  and  religious.  The  importance  of 
each  of  these  aspects  would  necessarily  vary  with  each  of  us.  To  the 
utilitarian  and  the  materialist,  the  economic  aspects  would  he  all-import¬ 
ant;  whereas  to  those  of  a  human  and  refined  temperament  the  humani- . 
tarian- aspect  would  appeal  with  the  greatest  effect.  With  the  Hindu, 
it  is  the  religious  aspect  that  would  count  most ;  for  he  regards  the 
cow  as  a  sacred  animal  and.  believes  that  to  bring  about  her  destruction 
in  any  manner  would  bring  on  him  the  punishments  prescribed  for 
one  of  the  deadliest  crimes  known  to  his  religion. 

To  an  agricultural  people  like  us  the  economic  value  of  the  cow  is 
indeed  inestimable  ;  without  good  cows,  we  cannot  get-  good  cattle  to 
plough  our  fields  and  to  supply  us  with  manure.  Moreover,  a  rice¬ 
eating  nation  like  us  could  not  afford  to  live  without  cow’s  milk  and  its 
various  products.  These  facts  were  well-recognised  by  our  people  in 
days  gone  by.  The  remnants  now  in  existence  in  middle  and  north 
Travancore  of  cattle  sheds  built  by  our  ancestors  in  many  cases,  with  as 
much,  care  as  if  not  better,  than  was  usually  bestowed  on  family  houses, 
show  how  much  value  they  set  upon  their  cattle.  The  ample  village 
pastures  supplied  them  with,  enough  fodder  in  the  day,  and  the  storages 
of  hay  and  straw  they  carefully  collected  and  kept  fed  them  in  the 
night.  Our  cattle  then  were  in  no  way  inferior  to  those  of  the 
neighbouring  British  districts  and  we  had  enough  of  them  to  plough  all 
our  fields  in  those  days.  Times  have  changed  and  the  condition  of  our 
cattle  now  is  the  worst  imaginable.  Indiscriminate  slaughter  of  cattle, 
especially  of  cows,  for  purposes  of  human  food,  insufficient  pasture  for 
grazing,  indifferent  care  bestowed  on  the  rearing  and  keeping  of  cattle — 
these  and  many  other  causes  have,  in  recent  years,  conspired  together  to 
produce  the  deplorable  condition  of  our  cattle  and  consequently  of  the 
ryot  at  the  present  day.  No  accurate  statistics  as  to  the  number  of  our  - 
cattle  exist,  and  the  approximate  figures  which  alone  are  available  to, us 
show  that,  whereas  in  British  India  they  have  sixty-one  head  of  cattle 
per  hundred  of  the  population,  we  have  here  only  twenty-five.  And 
when  we- take  into  account  the  inferiority  of  even  these  few  we  possess, 
the  explanation  of  the  enormous  amount  disbursed  by '  our  ryots  in 
foreign  markets  for  the  purchase  of  cattle  is  obvious. 

Not  agriculture  alone  has  suffered  from  this  cupable  neglect 
of  our  cattle ;  human  life,  as  is  shown  by  the  high  rate  of  infant  morta¬ 
lity  in  this  country,  has  also  suffered  considerably  from  want  of  cow’s 
milk.  Every  family  and  homestead:  formerly  possessed  a  few  cows 
which  yielded  milk  sufficient  to  satisfy  the. needs. of.  the  children  and  the 
adult  members  of  the  family.  Cows  arc  a  luxury  now- and  consequently 
the  children  especially  suffer  for  want’pf  sufficient  nutritious  food;  What  . 
cows we  possess  do  not  yield  even  a  fourth  of  the  quantity  which  those 
in  the  neighbouring  :parts  of  British  India  yield  ;  scarcity  of  . fodder  and  ; 
pasturage,  deterioration- in  breed,  indifference  to  breeding  and  rearing 
cows,  and  indiscriminate  slaughter,  of  cows  for  meat  ' are  among  the  causes  ■ 
which  have  brought  about  this  sad  stats  of  affairs. ...  .  - 


15G  I'ltAVAiNOOiii;  legislative  council.  [1st  November  10‘23. 

[Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon.] 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  note  that  the  problems  of  our  milk  supply 
and  of  the  improvement  of  our  cattle  have  lately  engaged  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Economic  Development  Board.  In  a  short  paper  read 
at  a  recent  meeting  of  that  Board  by  Mr.  S.  K.  Dharwardkar,  he  dealt 
with  those  problems  briefly  and  concisely  but  with  telling  force,' 
and  the  various  suggestions  offered  by  him  for  remedying  the 
present  state  of  affairs  did  all  meet  with  the  full  approval  of  the 
Board.  The  first  of  those  suggestions  relates  to  the  complete  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  the  slaughter  of  cows  in  this  State  and  the  reasons  advanced  by 
Mr.  Dharwardkar  in  support  of  this  suggestion  are  all  based  on  a  eon- 
adoration  of  the  economic  aspect  of  the  question. 

The  duty  and  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  cow  from  the  hands 
of  the  butcher  on  the  score  solely  of  her  importance  as  a  vital  economic 
factor  in" the  life  of  an  agricultural  population  have  been  recognised  in 
recent  times  by  non-Hindu  Eulers  such  as  II.  E.  II.  the  Nizam,  II.  II. 
the  Begum  of  Bhopal  and  II.  M.  the  Amir  of  Afghanistan  who  have 
prohibited  the  slaughter  of  cows  in  their  dominions.  Eminent  men  liko 
Sir  John  Woodroffe,  Mr.  C.  E.  Andrews  and  others  have  advocated 
such  prohibition,  throughout  India,  on  both  economic  and  humanitarian 
grounds. 

The  humanitarian  aspect  of  the  question  needs  no  pleading  at  my 
bauds.  The  co.w  is  to  the  Indian  an  absolute  necessity.  She  attends  to 
his  comforts  from  birth ;  she  feeds  him  with  milk  throughout  his  childhood 
and  supplies  him  also  with  butter  and  butter-milk  till  his  death.  Her 
milk  and  its  products,  butter  and  butter-milk,  are  essential  to  him 
throughout  his  life.  Her  male  offspring  till  his  lields  for  him  and  she 
and  her  children  provide  him  with  a  good  quantity  of  manure-  She  is 
as  it  wore  the.  guardian  angel  '  of.  the  health  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
Incfian  household.  She  is  supremely  gentle  and  loving  by  disposition. 
Is  it  just,  then,  to  place  her  under  the  butcher’s  knife  ?  Is  it  not  our  duty 
to  protect  her  under  all  circumstances  ?  Lot  alone  this  humanitarian, 
point  of  view  ;  self-interest  even  plainly  dictates  to  us  our  paramount 
duty  to  guard  her  against  all  who  may  wish^to  lay  violent  hands  on  her... 

The  cow  is  sacred  to  all'  Hindus  irrespective  of  caste.  She  is  the 
emblem  of  prosperity.  To  hurt  her  ever  so  slightly  is  sinful  and  he 
who  slaughters  her  commits  one  of  the  five  deadly  sins  which  are 
practically  inexpiable.  This  is  a  Hindu  State  and  Hindus  form  over 
70  per  cent,  of  its  population.  The  major  portion  of  the  non-Hindu 
population  are  Christians,  but,  even  among  a  good  many  of  them,  there, 
is  a  sentimental  aversion  to  cow’s  meat.  Among  the  Mahomedan 
population  too,  there  are  many  who  avoid  the  use  of  cow's  flesh.  This 
country  abounds  in  other  animals  which  could  supply  the  needs  of  the 
meat-eating  population.  Why  not  then  spare  the  cow  from  the  butcher’s' 
knilc  in  deference  to  the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  the  people  and  in 
view  of  its  economic  value  in  our  households? 


PROHIBITION  OF  OOW'KILLINu.  15^ 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBE  ( Nominated ) :  I  beg  to  know  whether 
Mr.  Govinda  Menon  objects  to  the  slaughter  of  bulls  also- 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur):.  I  do  not 
object  to  the  slaughter  of  bulls.  .  - 

I  need  not  say  that  nearly  70  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the 
State  are  Hindus  and  even  a  good  number  of  the  other  communities 
consists  of  Christians  who  do  not  eat  cow’s  flesh.  Even  to  this  day,  in 
spite  of  the  reformed  ideas  of  Christianity  and  advanced  education, 
there  are  Christians  who  object  to  eat  cow’s  flesh  in  rural  parts.  In 
town  parts  also,  I  have  met  with  Christian  High  Court  Vakils  and  other 
respectable  gentlemen  who  have  told  me  that  they-have  never  touched 
cow’s  flesh.  It  is  not  exactlythe  sentiment  which  inspires  the  Hindus 
which  makes  the  Christians  averse  "to  eating  cow’s  flesh..  It  is  a  kind 
of  traditionally  inherited  sentiment  which,  in  spite  of  the  religion  they  ■ 
now  profess,  makes  them  averse  to  its  use. 

*  MR.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastisvam'n ) May  I  ask  a  question 
of  the  member,  whether  the  Christian  religion  sanctions  the  killing  of 
cows  ?  ' 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  [Alangad  .oum  Parur) :  So  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to.  ascertain,  the  Christian  religion  is  a  religion  of  love. 
It  not  only  does  not  allow  but  prohibits  even  the  doing  of  the  least  - 
harm  to  any  mam  or  animal  in  the  world.  But,  unfortunately,  it  may 
have  been  interpreted  in  different  ways  by  diffei  ent  people for  there 
are  people  now  who  say  that  all  animals .  are  created  for  the  use  of  man. 
But  so  far  as  I  have  read  the  Bible,  what  I  have  been  able  to  understand 
is  that  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  is  quite  different  from  what  those  people 
say.  Even  among  Mahomedans  there  are  .gentlemen  who  are  against  th'c 
use  of  cow’s  flesh.  I  may  instance?  Mi\  Khadir  Pillai  who  belongs  to  an 
.  ancient  family,  and  who.is,  to  my  knowledge,  not  used  to  eating  cow’s  flesh.,. 
But  i  t  is  not.  exactly  the  same  sentiment  that  inspires  a  Hindu  that  induces, 
them  to  abstain  from  using  cow’s  flesh.  I  shall  quote  an  instance,  which, 
took  place  some  two  years  ago  to  show  that  this  is  not  a  question  which 
is  brought  forward  simply  because  of  religious  beliefs  which’  one  may. 
hold -I  for  one  may  say  that  I  am  not  an  orthodoxr Hindu, '  My  point 
of  view  is  more  economic  and  utilitarian  than  religious'.  Of  course,  the 
religious  point  also  counts  to  some  extent.  A  large  meeting  was 
convened  at  Salem  two,  years  ago  under,  the  presidency  .of  the  General 
Secretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  which  a  resolution  was  brought  forward 
by  a  Tamilian,  gentleman  and  was  supported  by  two  of  the  leading 
Mahomedan  gentlemen:  of  the  place. .  Ail  the  prominent  Mahomedam 
leaders  are  of  opinion  that  cow-slaughter  should  be  prevented.  As  far 
as  Christian  leaders  are  concerned)  all.  the  leading  ;hum:anitariari  prbp.o- 
gandists  now  in  existence — most  of  them  are  Americans  and  .Englishmen  .: 
—are. generally  averse  .to  any  kind  of  slaughter  of-  cattle..  And  I.do.not : 
think  tliaf  any  section  of  the  people— they  pray  belong  to  _  any  caite  -  or 
religion — would  object  to  this.  In  many  , of  the  mumcip^itres  in  northern.: 
India,  "and  even  in  some  of  the  ihunicipaUtieg/in;S.osiii!^:^jftirestEiQ*- 
tions  are  placed  on  the  slaughter  of  cows. 
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la  the  States  of  Kolhapur,  Baroda,  Kashmir,  Gwalior,  Morvi, 
Liiahdi,  Gondal,  Bansda,  Bilasapur,  Dhrangadru  (Kathiawarkra,  and 
Barwani  (Central  India),  laws  have  been  promulgated  prohibiting 
entirely  the  slaughter  of  cows.  Ido  not  claim  any  special  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  hands  of  this  House  and  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  because  of  the  fact  that  this  is  a  Hindu  State.  Although  this 
is  a  Hindu  State,  no  other  State  in  the  world,  not  even  in  India, 
can  boast  of  the  tolerance  which  it  lias  meted  out  to  other  religious 
bodies.  (Hoar,  hear.)  Just  a  few  days  ago,  a  friend  of  mine  told  me 
that,  in  a  State  in  northern  India,  a  missionary  wanted  to  acquire  a  few 
cents  of  land  and  that  ho  was  promptly  told  that  no  such  thing  would 
be  allowed.  In  this  place  every  religious  body  is  welcomed  and  is 
allowed  to  acquire  lauds.  In  such  circumstances,  what  I  merely  ask  is 
whether,  if  we  Hindus,  who  form  three-fourths  of  the  whole  population 
of  this  State,  want  to  prohibit  the  slaughter  of  cows,  the  other  portion  of  - 
the  population  should  not  be  charitable  enough  to  extend  towards  us.thoir 
neighbours  the  same  toleration  which  we  now  extend  and  have  for 
centuries  been  extending  to  them  in  the  matter  of  their  religion. 
This  is  only  a  very  small  thing.  There  are  so  many  varieties  of  animals 
existing  in  this  State.  The  State  abounds  in  forests  which  contain  a 
large  number  of  animals  whose  flesh  is  fit  for  food.  After  all,  cow’s  flesh 
is  not  very  much  used  even  among  non-Hindus  as  it  may  be  generally 
supposed  by  an  outsider.  From  the  facts  I  have  mentioned  as 
regards  Christians  and  Mahomedans,  especially  in  rural  areas,  it 
can  be  seen  that  they  practically  object  to  the  use  of  cow’s  flesh. 

I  therefore  trust  that  my  resolution  will  be  unanimously  supported  by 
all  here  without  any  dissentient  voice. 

Me.  JOSEPH  P  AN  J  IK  All  AN  (Murtallni)  :  I  want  to  ask 
Mr.  Govinda  Menon  a  question  before  he  sits  down.  Do  the  Hindu 
Shastras  anywhere  make  it  a  duty  on  the  Blind  it  to  see  that  the  killing 
of  cows  even  by  others  is  prohibited  ?  (Laughter): 

Mb.  A-  GOVINDA  MENON  Ulangai.com  Parur) :  Yes.  I  can 
quote  a  sluka  from  Manu  if  he  wants. 

ME.  JOSEPH  PANJIKAKAN  (Shertallai) :  It  is  for  information 
that  I  ask.  ' 

Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Parur ) :  This  is  what 
Manu  says 

“AH  aro- munlorors  thonuui  who  advihoa  the  killing  of  a  erunluro,  the  man  who 
kills,  the  man  who  flays,  the  man  who  purehaaoB,  llio  man  who  nulls,  the  man  who  coots 
thu  flush,  tins  man  who  distributes  it  aud  the  man  who  cats  it.” 

Such  is  the  wide  prohibition  regarding  the  killing  of  cows  that  is 
given  by  Manu. 

Me  JOSEPH  PANJIKAKAN  ( Shertallai ):  I  am  afraid  that.lt 
does  not  answer  my  question.  My  question  is  whether  the  Hindu 
Sustras  anywhere  make  it  a  duty  on  a  Hindu  to  see  that  the  killing  of 
cows  by  others  is  prohibited. 
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Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (. Alangad  cum  Parur) :  I  suppose'that 
the  passage  I  quoted  is  comprehensive  enough  to  coyer  all  imaginable 


Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (. Shertallai)' :  So  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  understand— 

PBESIDENT :  You  cannot  comment  upon.it.  That  is  his 
answer.  You  may  put  any  interpretation  upon  it  you  like. 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agmtisvaram ) :  Sir, — 

PBESIDENT:  Is  the  resolution  seconded  P 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastismram ) :  Sir,  I  second  the  re¬ 
solution  and  strongly  support  it.  Of  all  the  ruminating  animals,  the 
most  useful  to  man  and  especially  so  to  the  agriculturist  are  the  cow  and 
the  ox.  An  agriculturist  therefore  naturally  has  a  special  love  and  re¬ 
gard  for  these  animals';  and  in  certain  cases-  he  would  even  go  to  the 
"extent  of  attaching  some  sacredness  to  these  animals.  Travancore  is  a 
country  whose  mainstay  is  agriculture  and  we  in  south  Travancore 
solely  depend  or  mainly  depend  upon  agriculture.  By  us  the  killing  of  a 
cow  or  even  an  ox  or  a  calf  is  considered  highly  objectionable. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  May  I  know 
whether  the  resolution  in  question  covers  the  case  of  bulls  also  ? 

Mb.  PAUL  y.  DANIEL  ( Agastisvaram ) :  It  does  not.  That  is 
what  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  said,  He  has  restricted  it  to  cows. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEBE  ( Nominated ).:  I  want  to  know  whether 
the  cow  is  used  for  agricultural  purposes,  i.  e.,  whether  it  is  yoked  in 
tilling  the  ground  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Me.  PAUL  V,  DANIEL  ( Agastisvaram ) Without  the  cow  how 
can  the  bulls  be  produced?  (.Laughter.) 


One  item  in  the  daily  prayer  of  the  Brahmins  in. the  country  is:  for 
the  prosperity  of  the.  cow  kingdom.  Vegetarianism — according  ..to  an 
Encyclopaedia  which  I  possess— is.  as  old  as  the  time  of  Pythagoras, 
the  Greek  Philosopher.  I  .  thought  this  could  not  possibly  be  true. 
Then  I  referred  to  the  Bible.  There  I  found  the  following  first  com¬ 
mandment  to  the  first  parents  in  the  very  first  chapter  of  the  very  first 
Book.  ' 


“  Behold,  I  liavofgivon  yon  overy 
the  Earth  .and' every  tree  "in  which  is 
lie  meat.  ” 


herb  bearing  seed,  which  is  upon  tho  face  of  all 
:  tho  fruit  of  a  tree  yielding  seed,  to  yon  it  shall 


Of  course  vegetarianism  has  been  for  generations  practised  by  the 
Hindus  and  some  others,  and.  it  is  now  being  brought  to  much  pro¬ 
minence.  . - 


Me.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  (Nominated) :  '  I  wish  to  know' whether 
there  were  cows. in  the  Garden  of  Eden.  .  (Daughter.)  . 


Me.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agastisvaram)'.  .  Must  have’ been, 
Everything  was  created  then.  .’ 
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In  this  connection.!  think  it  would  be  useful  if  I  refer  to  a  prayer 
made  by  Daniel  the  Prophet  for  himself  and  three  others  while  he  was 
a  captive  in  Babylon  when  the  king  of  Babylon  offered  him  and  cer¬ 
tain  other  young  Israelites  for  whom  he  had  a  special  liking,  meat  and 
wine  of  his  own  table  : — 

“  <  iivo  ns  but  pulso,  (u^ul/)  to  oat  anil  water  to  drink  j  try  us  for  ten  days ;  \vo 
shall  grow  fatter  nnd  bettor-looking  than  all  the  others.” 

And  this  was  tried  and  proved  successful.  Daniel  and  his  throe 
friends  grew  not  oivlv  fatter,  and  .better-looking,  but  they  were  wiser  as 
Avell. 

Mu.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  Does  it  give  rise  to  the 
presumption  that  the  young  Israelites  ate  cows .? 

Mu.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Aqastwvamn,) :  No.  The  Israelites 
never  ate  cows.  That  is  what  I  say.  Daniel  went  even  a  step 
further  than  the  ordinary  vegetarian.  Ho  did  not  even  ask  for  ghee  or 
buttermilk. 

Me.  A.-  HOOGEWERF'  ( Nominated ) :  Will  Mr.  Daniel  draw  the 
line  further  away,  and  eschew  gheo  and  buttermilk  also  besides  beef? 

Me.  PAUL  Y.  DANIEL  (Agastixi'aram)  :  That  is  not  in  question 
here.  I  have  been  going  through  the  history  of  the  Israelites  at  the  time 
when  their  property  mainly  consisted  of  cattle  and  sheep  and  I  do  not 
remember  of  any  instance  where  they  killed  a  cow  for  their  food  or 
offered  it  as  sacrifice  to  their  .Tehovah.  I  therefore  heartily  support  the 
resolution. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominate']) :  Then  what  did  they  kill 
for  sacrifice  ? 

Me.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agastinvaram)  ,  They  killed  what  you' 
call  a  calf  (l§>efrB>s6sr«»i/). 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Is  it  a  male  or  a  female 
one? 

Me.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastisvaram ) :  He-calf, 

I  therefore  strongly  support  the  motion  brought  forward  by  my 
friend  Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon  and  I  earnestly  request  that  Government 
be.  pleased  to  pass  the  necessary  legislation  in  the  matter. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  find  myself  placed  in  a' 
very  difficult  position.  (Laughter.)  It  dawns  upon  me  just  now  that  I 
am  a  Christian  and  I  find  on  my  left  side  my  friend,  the  mover  of  this 
motion,  who  is  a  Hindu,  and  on  my  right  another  old  friend,  Mr.  Khadir 
Pillai,  who  is  a  Mahometan.  And  the  idea  of  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea 
comes  into  my  mind.  (Laughter.)  I  ask  this  House  to  forget  for  a 
time  that  I  am  a  Christian,  while  I  am  opposing  this  motion  of 
Mr.  Govinda  Menon.  He  has  brought  forward  three  aspects  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  the  first  economic,  the  second  humanitarian,  and  the  third  religious, 

I  shall  begin  with  the  economic  aspect  of  the  question. 


PROHIBITION  OF  COW-KILLING. 


101 


That  the  slaughter  of  cows  should  be  prohibited  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  our  milk  supply  and  the  number  of  our  cattle  is  what,  is 
urged.  This  prohibition  assumes  that  milch  cows  and  cows  capable  of 
calving  are  being  slaughtered  for  the  food  of  man  and  beasts  of  prey.  As 
a  matter  of  fact  no  cow  yielding  milk  or  capable  of  calving  in  the  near 
future  is  ever  slaughtered  for  the  above  purposes.  No  sane  man  will 
ever  sell  a  cow  yielding  milk  to  a  butcher,  for  it  is  impossible  for  him  on 
account  of  the  very  low  price  of  beef  to  offer  a  price  sufficiently  tempting 
to  the  owner  to  part  with  his  milch  cow.  Then  there  is  the  cow  which 
has  ceased  yielding  milk.  The  owner  may  think  that  it  may  not  l>e- 
come  pregnant. 

Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastisvaram ) :  May  I  ask  a  question  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  Let  him  finish  his  sentence. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  As  a  rule,  a  cow  gets  its 
’period  of  rut  even  during  the  course  of  milking  and  invariably  within  a 
month  or  two  of  its  having  ceased  to  yield  milk,  if  it  has  not  become 
barren. 

Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (AgaslUvaram) :  May  I  know  whether 
cows  are  being  killed  only  by  persons  who  buy  cows  to  dispose  of  their 
flesh  and  whether  persons  owning  cows  do  not  also  slaughter  them  for 
their  use  ? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  The  very  same  argument 
applies  there  also.  The  cow  that  is  taken  to  the  slaughter  house  is 
invariably  barren. 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  {Nominated):  May  I  know  how 
the  barrenness  of  the  cow  is  demonstrated  ? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Just  the  same  way  as  in 
the  case  of  women. 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated)  :  How  long  should 
it  be  tried  ? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  [Nominated) :  The.  same  as  in  the  case 
of  the  barrenness  of  a  woman.  But  the  period  is  different. 

The  cow  which  goes  to  the  slaughter-house  is  invariably  a  barren 
one  or  one  that  is  incapable  of  calving  at  any  future  time.  This  is  the 

general  rule. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  beef-eater  who  may  not  relish  the 
flesh  of  lean  or  old  cows;  for  this  there  are  always  available  fat  young 
oxen  which  are  not  wanted  for  breeding  or  other  purposes,;  such  as 
ploughing  or  drawing  carts.  Barren  cows  are  fat  and  they  are  not 
always  old.  For  the  carnivora  useless  old  bullocks  are  slaughtered. 

Thus  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  cows  slaughtered  are  those  which  are 
incapable  of- adding  to  the  milk  supply,  hut,  on  the  contrary,  their 
removal  serves  a  very  useful  purpose,  via.,  reducing  the.  dearth  oi  loa¬ 
der  for  the  milch  cows.  It  is.  admitted  that  the  supply  of  fodder  and  the 
extent  oi  pasture  grounds  are  very  limited  and  the  difficulty:  of  feeding 
the  milch  cows  during  the  hot  season  is  very  great. 

To!,  III— No:  IT,  E 
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Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Akinr/ad  cum  Parur)  :  On  this 
principle  we.  can  advocate  the  shooting  of  barren  women. 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  an  argument. 

Mu.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Pant))  ■  I  want  to 
know  whether  Mr.  Hoogcwcrf  moans  by  this  analogy  that  all  barren 
women  may  he.  done  away  with. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWE.LiE  ( Nominated )  :  I  am  extremely  shocked  to 
hear  the  question  asked  by  Mr.  Govinda  Monon  who  places  a  woman 
with  a  soul  on  quite  the  same  level  as  a  barren  cow. 

In  the  towns  and  their  suburbs  there  arc  no  grazing  grounds  worth 
the  name  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  provide  sufficient  grazing  grounds 
capable  of  supplying  green  fodder  throughout  the  year  for  a  sufficiently 
large  number  of  cows  required  to  meet  the  milk  supply.  The  cows' 
which  we  have  now  are.  not  of  very  good  milk-yielding  breeds. 

The  slaughter  of  cows,  which  my  friend  wants  to  prohibit,  preserves 
the  milch  cows  by  not  depriving  them  of  fodder,  and  one  who  seeks  the 
aid  of  the  law  to  prohibit  such  slaughter  proposes  a  remedy  which  is 
worse  than  the  disease.  If  all  cows  are  allowed  to  live,  the  chances  are 
that  the  milk  supply  may  eventually  disappear,  for  it  is  upon  the  good 
feeding  of  the  milch  cows  that  the  enhancement  of  the  milk  supply 
mainly  depends.  It  is  incomprehensible  to  me  how  the  slaughter  of 
cows  has  been  discovered  by  my  friends  to  be  the  cause  of  the  insuffi¬ 
cient  supply  of  milk  when  the  actual  causes  are  so  obvious  to  all  who 
have  eyes  to  see. 

I  have  a  cow  of  my  own  which  I  purchased  for  Rs.  80 — a  fat  and 
beautiful  cow.  (Laughter.)  But  now  she  has  become  barren.  I  want  to 
dispose  of  her.  I  was  offered  Rs.  5.  I  do  not  wish  to  hand  her  over 
to  the  butcher.  Now  she  is  eating  into  my  poor  pension.  (Laughter.) 
I  have  to  spend  four  annas  every  day  for  her  feeding  I  cannot  get  rid 
of  her.  She  is  a  millstone  round  my  neck  as  it  were.  (Laughter)  It 
is  the  supply  of  tinned  milk  from  Europe  which  keeps  up  the  supply  of 
milk  for  our  hospitals. 

PRESIDENT :  I  must  remind  you  that  yon  have  got  only  ten 
minutes  and  that  you  have  exhausted  your  time. 

Mb.  A.  PIOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Mr,  Govinda  Mcnon  re¬ 
ferred  to  infant  mortality.  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  has  cut  the  ground 
Tinder  him  by  saying  that  bulls  may  be  slaughtered.  I  shall  quote  what 
His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  said  on  this  question  in  his  reply  to  the  de¬ 
putation  from  the  All  India  Cow  Conference  : 

“I  now  conio  to  the  nuostion  of  milk  supply  and  the  condition  of  milch  cattle  whioh 
we  say  is  deplorable.  The  rise  which  lias  taken  place  in  the  price  of  milk  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  is  dive  to  any  deterioration  in  the  quality  or 
quantity  of  cattle.  Tn  point  of  fact,  its  price  has  simply  risen  in  sympathy  with  that 
ol:  oilier  commodities,  nor  can  I  attribute  the  high  infant  mortality  which  unhappily 
prevails  in  this  country  to  reduction  in  tlio  number  of  milch  cattle.  High  infant  morta¬ 
lity  is  unfurl imah-ly  not  new  in  India,  and  I  am  in  complete  sympathy  with  y6ur  desire 
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to  reduce  it.  It  is  one  of  the  serious  problems  of  Iudia,  but  though  deeply  to  bo  de¬ 
plored,  and  while  it  is  undoubtedly  attributable  in  part  to  defective  nutriment,  its  main 
causes  arc  to  bo  found  in  ignorance  aud  the  neglect  of  sanitation.  Improvements  in  the 
milk  supply  depends  first  and  foremost  on  better  breeds  of  cattle. 

You  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  at'thc  agricultural  institute  at  Pusa  cows  have 
been  bred  whioli  give  an  average  out-turn  of  thirty-two  pounds  of  milk  a  day.  The  goal 
which  we  should  keep  in  view  is,  therefore,  a  breed  of  cow  which  will  give  the  maxi¬ 
mum  annual  yield  of  milk  and  the  elimination  of  all  animals  whoso  outturn  is  barely  worth 
their  keep  r\ 

I  shall  now  take  up  the  religious  aspect  of  the  question.  The  cow 
is  as  dear  to  the  Christian  as  it  is  to  the  Hindu.  It  was  in  a  cow-shed 
that  the  .Babe  of  Bethlehem  was  Lorn.  So  we  have  respect  for  the  cow, 
and  if  I  can  help  it,  I  will  with  one  stroke  of  ^the  pen  do  away  with 
cow-slaughter — not  only  cow-slaughter,  hut  the  slaughter  of  sheep,  goats, 
bulls,  pigs,  etc.  I  shall  next  quote  [what  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy 
said  on  the  religious  aspect  of  the  question: 

‘‘The  slaughter  of  cattle  and  especially  of  cows,  is  a  subject  brislliug  with  difficul¬ 
ties,  owing  to  its  close  connection,  with  the  religious  belief  and  feelings  of  a  large  part 
of  the  population;  but  though  I  appreciate  tho  motives  which  must  have  indueod  you 
to  avoid  a  discussion  of  this  aspect  of  the  matter,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  refrain  from 
some  mention  of  it.  The  bitterness  of  religious  differences  has  in  modern  times  largely 
given  way  to  broad-minded  toleration,  and  1  only  ask  that  this  spirit  of  toleration  may 
bo  observed  whenever  tho  question  of  cattle-slaughter  is  discussed.  Respect  one  another’s 
religious  beliefs,  hut  while  striving,  as  far  as  possible,  not  to  offend  against  them,  do 
not  lot  any  man  try  to  force  his  own  views  upon  other  men  and,  [from  the  economic 
point  of  view,  let  mo  ask  you  to  credit  with  honesty  of  opinion  those  persons  who  tell 
you  that  Iudia  suffers  perhaps  not  from  the  fownoss,  but  from  tho  multitude,  of  her 
cattle". 

PRESIDENT:  Your  time  is  up. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  ( Nominated ) : '  I  just  want  two  or  three 
minutes  to  finish.  With  regard  to  ghee  and  milk,  if  ghee  and  milk 
which  come  from  inside  the  cow  can  be  used,  why  not  cow's  flesh  also  ? 

Now  with  regard  to  the  humanitarian  argument  brought  forward 
by  Mr.  Govinda  Menon,  he  has  cut  the  ground  under  him.  Man  implies  . 
woman  also;  But  cow  does  not  imply  bull  in  this  case.  . 

Rao  Bahadur  E.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated ) 
(Deputy  President)  :  May  I  ask  why  Mr.  Hoogewerf  did  not  send  his 
cow  to  the  slaughter-house-? 

Mu.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  (Nondmfed)  :  Because  it  was  with  us  for  . 
a  long  time  and  I  have  a  sentiment. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President ):  Would  not  my  friend  respect  the  sentiments  of  the  non- 
Christians  similarly  ? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBF'  (Nominated)'.  I  said  so.  I. am.  against 
cow-slaughter.  Before  the  question  of  cow-killing,  is  taken  up,  I  may 
ask  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  deal  with  the  higher  ques¬ 
tion  of  humanity.'  We  should  also  protect  the  jutka-  ponies  and 
bullocks  which  are  kicked  and  thumped  by  their  drivers  and  stop  such 
cruelty  by  legislation.  . 
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Mb.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  Is  there  not  the 
S.  P.  C.  A.  to  attend  to  such  matters 'I 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  hardly  relevant.  Mr.  Heogcwerf,  your 
time  is  up. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated ) :  Before  we  go  down  to  the 
animal  kingdom,  we  have  also  to  deal  with  humanity  itself.  What 
about  the  young  Hindu  widows,  who  lose  all  their  liberty  and  arc  im¬ 
prisoned  iii  the  house?  The  question  of  widow  rc-inarriago  should  be 
taken  up  before  we  go  down  to  the  animal  kingdom. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VE  LU  PILLAI  (Tninmdrnm  cum  Ncdwna.mjad) :  Sir, 
Mr.  Hoogeworf  advises  us  that  we  should  consider  the  question  of 
widow  rc-marriago  before  we  go  to  the  question  of  legislation  regarding 
cow  protection.  I  must  tell  him  in  the  very  beginning  that  that  ques¬ 
tion — 

PRESIDENT  :  I  do  not  think  that  that  question  arises  here. 

•Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nediwiani/iid ) :  That 
argument  of  my  friend  provokes  an  answer. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  have  already  said  that  that  docs  not  arise. 

Mu.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Ncikmangiut) :  I 
do  not  want  to  say  anything  about  it  in  the  light  of  the  observation 
from  the  Chair.  Anyhow  there  are  the  ideals  for  which  certain 
communities  stand  and  widowhood  is  an  ideal  so  far  as  the  Hindus 
are  concerned.  It  is  an  ideal  towards  which  they  strive  and  which 
they  cherish. 

I  am  assured  in  favour  of  cows  being  protected  ;  but  when  I 
learned  from  the  mover  of  the  resolution  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
supported  him  that  this  piece  of  intended  legislation  is  to  covor  cows 
merely  and  not  bulls,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  wo  ought  to  have  a 
more  far-reaching  measure,  for  the  Indian  Penal  Code  does  not 
make  any  distinction  between  man  and  woman  so  far  as  offences  and 
punishments  are  concerned. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambctlapueha)  :  It  docs. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trirandrum  cum  NedunimtgatQ: 

There  are  a  few  instances — my  friend  is  an  astute  lawyer — in 
winch  women  are  specially  protected.  In  practice  the  criminal  laws  of 
most  countries  do  not  make  any  distinction  between  man  and 
woman  so  far  as  punishments  are  concerned.  If  the  cow  is  sacred  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Hindu  religion,  the  bull  is  equally  sacred  in  India. 
Nandi  is  God  Hiva’s  Vahanam;  and  I  am  sure  a  Hindu  will  certainly 
hesitate  before  lie  sheds  the  blood  of  ahull.  I  want  protection  to  be 
extended  to  the  bulls  which  draw  our  carriages  and  are  used  for 
ploughing  the  fields  from  which  we  get  our  sustenance.  If  it  is  on 
humanitarian  grounds  that  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  has  brought  forward 
this  resolution,  I  may  go  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  we  ought  not  to 
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confine  our  attention  to  cows  alone  but  extend  the  protection  to  bulls, 
sheep,  and  all  manner  of  animals,  whom  a  generous  Providence  has 
created.  Killing  an  animal  that  roams  in  the  forests,  or  invading 
the  sea  in  order  to  catch  fish,  this  also  goes  against  humanity.  If, 
therefore,  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  takes  his  stand  on  that  platform,  I 
may  say  that  it  should  be  looked  upon  only  as  a  thin  cud  of  the  wedge 
of  benevolence.  Our  object  should  be  to  sec  that  no  creature  which  stands 
in  the  same  relation  to  God  Almighty  as  we  stand  should  be  killed.  If  it 
is  a  religious  measure,  it  would  not  be  before  the  Council. 

If  it  is  only  on  economic  grounds  that  Mr.  Govinda  Menon 
has  been  supporting  this  resolution,  before  we  go  into  the  economic 
aspect,  there  arc  certain  legal  questions  to  be  considered.  The  laws 
of  man  both  in  this  country  and  in  others  recognise  certain  rights  in  the 
owner  of  property.  If  I  'pay  my  money  and  buy  a  cow  or  a  bull  or  a 
horse  or  a  dog,  I  have  got  a  right  of  property  over  it.  We  have  seen 
persons,  very  charitably  disposed  gentlemen,  shooting  down  horses  which 
are  not  serviceable.  In  the  same  manner,  considered'  as  a  question  of 
law,  the  man  who  pays  for  it  has  a  right  of  ownership  over  that  cow. 
That  is  a  matter  which  complicates  the  question.  If  I  am  at  liberty 
to  kill  my  elephant  or  my  horse  or  my  dog,  why  I  should  not  kill  my 
cow  alone,  considered  as  a  legal  proposition,  presents  some  difficulty. 
No  doubt  the  sentiment  of  the  community  is  the  most  important  con¬ 
sideration  that  weighs  with  us.  The  Hindus  have  been  accustomed  to 
regard  the  cow  with  great  veneration  not  only  at  the  present  day, '  but 
for  centuries.  They  have  been  looking  upon  the  cow  as  mother. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  gentlemen  in  this  House  representing  religions 
other  than  Hinduism  take  the  same  view  of  the  veneration  that 
is  to  be  accorded  to  the  cow-mother.  But  a  difficulty  will  arise,  in  this 
way.  If  a  man  has  got  a  dozen  cows  and  if  five  or  six  of  them  cease  to 
calve,  their  maintenance,  as  has  been  pathetically  pointed  out  by  Mr. 
Hoogewei'f,  becomes  a  question  of  serious  difficulty  and  the  maintenance 
charges  make  tremendous  inroads  upon  the  resources  of  the  owner.  _  In 
our  country  there. are  no  organisations  to  protect  cows  which  are  use¬ 
less.  There  are  no  IHnjrapoles.  A  man  who  is  moved  by  good  impulses 
towards  his  cows  will  have  to  utilise  what  little  money  remains  in  his 
hand!  and  he  may  be  left  without  money  for  the  service  of  his  family, 
That* will  be  a  difficulty.  This  question  has  been  discussed  in  some 
manner  that  religious  prejudices  may  be  evoked.  It  is  not  because  that 
the  majority  of  the  people  in  Travanoore  arc  Hindus  that  cows  should 
he  protected.  Travancore  has  always  stood  for  religious  neutrality.  Tra- 
vancoreans  wants  the  religion  not  only  of  the  Hindus  but  they  want  the 
religion  of  the  Christians  and  the  Maliomedans  and  people  of  all  shades 
of  faith  to  be  freely  enjoyed  by  their  respective  followers.  _  So  that  even 
questions  of  religious  consideration  with  respect  to  Christians  and  Mabo- 
medans.  are  tolerated. 

Because  the  Hindu  religion  prohibits  cow-killing,  I  do  not  think 
the  State  will  be  justified,  especially  in  view  of  the  religious  toleration  in 
Travancore,  in  prohibiting  the  followers  of  other'religions  from  enjoying 
their  legal  rights  of  ownership  in  cows,  when  they  have  been 
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exorcising  that  right  for  so  many  years  in  the  past,  perhaps  (or 
hundreds  of  years.  My  suggestion,  therefore,  is  to  keep  the  reli¬ 
gious  question  entirely  in  the  background,  to  forgot  it  in  fact  for  the 
time  being  as  pointed  out  by  Mr..  Hoogoworf,  and  to  look  into  the  broad 
economic  aspect  of  the  question.  The  mover  of  the  resolution, 
pointed  out  that  even  the  Mahomcdan  rulers  elsewhere  liavo  been  so 
generous  as  to  conic  to  the  rescue  of  the  poor  cow.  1  may  say  that,  in 
this  land  of  religious  neutrality  and  toleration,  whom  the  communities 
do  not  light  each  other  on  these  disputes,  especially  considering  the  fact 
that  oven  people  of  other  persuasions  are  prepared  to  support  this  resolu¬ 
tion,  1  am  prepared  to  accept  it  as  tlm  thin  cud  of  the  wedge,  keeping  in 
view  the  broader  aspect  of  the  future  policy  of  the  prevention  of  slaughter 
of  cows,  hulls,  goat  and  sheep.  Whatever  may  be  the  rights  of  owners 
over  their  property  in  Travancore  where  the  economic  and  agricultural 
needs  for  cows  have  boon  conceded  by  all  subjects  of  His  Highness  the 
Maha  Raja,  1  support  the  resolution  on  the  broader  and  more  generous5 
basis. 

Mn.  A.  HOOGEWEBE  (XomiuaU-fl) :  1  wish  to  ask  Mr.  T.  K. 
Vein  Pillai,  before  he  sits  down,  us  to  what  will  happen  in  HO  or  50  years, 
if  all  these  animals  are  not  slaughtered.  I  mean  the  tiger  and  the  lion  and 
all  other  animals.  Will  they  not  cat  us  all  up?  The  tiger  will  conic  to  the 
town  ;  the  pigs  may  destroy  all  the  crops. 

Hit.  T.  K.  VELIJ  J.T1. LAI  (Trii'aiulnim  cum  Nahtwanijad) : 
That  seems  to  be  a  hypothetical  question.  Moreover,  I  am  not  here 
under  cross-examination.  The  answer  is  obvious. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  mav  or  may  not  answer  the  question. 

Mil.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR*  (AMithnal  Head  Sirkur  Vakil) :  Sir, 
Government  arc  in  full  sympathy  with  the  sentiments  underlying  the 
motion.  But  the  difficulty  is  to  give  practical  effect  to  it,  especially 
because  the  mover  of  tire  resolution  has  advanced  three  grounds,  viz., 
the  religious,  the  economic  and  the  humanitarian  aspects  of  the 
question,  to  every  one  of  which  there  seems  to  be  an  answer,  and  I  beli¬ 
eve  an  effective  answer  too,  furnished  by  the  speeches  of  Messrs. 
HoogcwerJ;  and  T,  K.  Vein  Billai.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
advance  any  new  argument  except  by  asking  the  House  to  view  both 
sides  of  the  case  and  judge  whether  it  will  lie  practical  politics  for  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  undertake  such  a  piece  of  legislation  at  this  stage-  In  the 
first  place,  Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon — 

Mn.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILL A.l  (Nominated)  '■  1  wish  to  ask 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  how  the  Government  have  been  able  to  undertake  such 
legislation  in  other  States. 

Ma.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Birkar  Vakil) :  lam 
coming  to 'that. 

"With  reference  to  the  humanitarian  aspect  of  the  question,  as 
observed  by  Mr,  T.  R.  Velu  Pillai,  why  should  the  cow  alone  be  protect  3d? 
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why  not  seek  to  protect  the  bull  or  the  sheep  or  the  goat  ?  So  far  as 
that  matter  is  concerned,  it  is  more  a  matter  for  education  than  for  legis¬ 
lation.  I  daresay  Mr.  Lakshmana  Pillai  and  his  co-workers  are  trying 
very  hard  to  put  an  end  to  the  slaughter  of  all  animals,  and  when  their 
preaching  becomes  effective  and  people  are  educated,  slaughter,  as  such, 
I  believe,  will  be  put  an  end  to.  Apart  from  that,  on  that  particular 
aspect,  it  is  not  possible  to  legislate,  because  protection  in  that  case  need 
not  be  limited  to  the  cow  alone. 

Then,  with  regard  to  the  religious  point  of  view,  although  the  Hindu 
regards  it  as  a  very  sacred  animal,  other  religionists  do  not  regard  it  as 
such.  As  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  observed,  the  State  has  to  observe  religious 
neutrality  in  all  matters.  For  the  sake  of  a  particular  religion,  to  ask 
other  religionists  who  have  no  scruples  on  the  question  of  slaughter, 
not  to  slaughter,  I  say,  will  be  rather  hard-  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  has 
pointed  out  that  70  per  cent,  of  the  population  are  Hindus  and  they  do 
not  slaughter  cows,  that,  therefore,  so  l'ar  as  they  are  concerned  they  will 
have  no  objection,  and  that  the  Christians  that  he  knew  do  not  eat  meat. 
So  also  some  of  his  Mahomedan  friends.  If  that  is  so,  and  if  the  Hindus, 
Christians  and  Mahomedans  all  agree  to  pay  regard  to  the  sentiments  of 
the  Hindus  in  refraining  from  the  slaughter  of  cows,  then,  I  say,  it  is 
a  matter  for  mutual  arrangement  to  see  that  one  religionist  sym¬ 
pathises  and  respects  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  the  others,  rather 
than  for  statutory  prohibition  and  legislative  interference  on  the 
part  of  the  State. 

Coming  to  the  economic  aspect  of  the  question,  I  was  listening  very 
carefully  to  the  sj)eech  of  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  and  I  thought  that  lie 
would  make  out  a  ease  as  to  the  necessity  for  such  legislation,  because  the 
first  thing  that  is  essential  before  legislation  is  undertaken  in  any  matter 
is  the  proof  of  the  necessity  for  it.  He  has  not  said  anything  about 
the  necessity  therefor.  He  has  said  that  there  has  been  a-  considerable 
deterioration  in  the  growth  of  cows.  We  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
due  to  their  slaughter.  Whether  the  cow  has  deteriorated,  whether 
the  number  of  cows  has  diminished,  and  if  so,  whether  that  decrease  is 
due  to  slaughter,  all  these  have  to  be  ascertained  before  we  can  do  any- 
thing  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  (Karum-gapalli) : .  May  I  ask 
whether  the  Government  have  any  statistics  on  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirlmr  Yahil) :  No; 
unfortunately  we  have  not  been  collecting  any  statistics  about  that. 

Mr.  N.  PADMANABHA  -PILLAI-  (Kcmmagajxdli)  :  May  I  know 
the  number  of  cows  slaughtered  annually  in  the  State?  . 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirhir  YaUt) :  No  in¬ 
formation  is  available,  on  that  subject  either. 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alangnd  cum  Pamr ) .  As  a  point 
of  personal  explanation,  I  may  say  that  I  advanced,,  as  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  deterioration  of  the  cows,  the  fact  of  thekindisenmmate  slaughter  ^ 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAIt  (Additional  IT  end  Kirlar  Vakil) :  lain 
Irvin"  to  meet  that  argument  also. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWETiF  (Nviminted) :  I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  ancient  Greeks  ami  the  Hindus  were  akin  ? 

PEESIDENT  :  It  is  a  question  of  ethnology. 

Mu.  v.  RUBBA  A  I.  Y  Alt  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  \~aLii) :  1  am 
not  an  ethnologist.  T  do  not  profess  to  he  an  expert  in  that  matter. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEltP  (N'mniiiatrd)) :  Were!  not  the  Greeks  cow* 
killers? 

Mb.  V.  HUBJ1A  AlYAlt  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Ido 
not  know  ancient  history.  I  think  Professor  Jtangaswami  Aiyangav 
will  ho  able  to  answer  that  question. 

As  for  the  causes  of  the  deterioration  of,  and  decrease  in,  the 
number  of  cows,  I  will  rather  leave  it  to  Dr.  Kimjan  Pillai  to  explain 
them.  Whether  that  is  duo  to  the.  climatic  conditions  of  Travancore 
or  whether  good  cows  can  thrive  well  in  Travancore,  are  matters  which 
can  better  lie  loft  to  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  to  answer. 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangcfi  cum  Parur) :  Is  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  aware  that  the  Economic  Development  Hoard  has  considered  the 
question  and  passed  a  resolution  on  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  V.  RUBBA  AlYAlt  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vukii) :  I  am 
coming  to  that.  With  reference  to  the.  economic  aspect  of  the  case, 
arguments  were  advanced  by  Mr.  Govinda'Meuon  showing  the  necessity 
for  protecting  cows.  It  was  also  stated  clearly  by  Messrs.  Hoogeworf  and 
T.  K.  Vein  Pillai  that,  as  the  population  increased,  every  area  that  had 
been  used  as  a  grazring  gound  was  being  taken  up  for  cultivation.  Since  it 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  maintain  milch  cows,  I  think  it  will  be 
rather  difficult  for  a  person  to  maintain  barren  cows  along  with  the.  others. 
Mr.  Hoogcworf  says  that  one  of  his  barren  cows  is  eating  away  a 
considerable  portion  of  his  pension.  That,  I  say,  is  not  a  matter 
entirely  to  be  ignored.  While  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  milch 
cows  it  is  equally  necessary  not  to  throw  any  additional  burden  upon  any 
poor  person  of  maintaining  cows  which  arc  absolutely  useless.  Now,  if 
wo  cannot  dispose  of  thorn,  the  only  thing  to  ho  done  is  to  let  them  loose 
and  they  will  he  standing  or  lying  in  the  streets  or  cat  others’  crops 
and  get  themselves  impounded,  in  which  case  we  ha vo  to  recommend 
only  a  course  of  starvation  for  these  cows. 

Mb,  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated )  :  Are  there  not 
sufficient  vacant  grounds  everywhere  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AlYAlt  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  '  Vahid) :  In 
places  which  are  near  the  forests  there  might  be  grazing  grounds ;  but 
in  towns  and  places  around  towns,  I  tk>  not  think  we  can  get  much 
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vacant  space.  Therefore  cows  that  have  been  let  loose  will  only  be  dis¬ 
posed  to  eat  away  other  people’s  crops  or  to  trespass  into  other  people’s 
gardens  and  do  mischief  there.  ■ 

Mb.  T,  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  Is  it  not  possible 
to  leave  them  in  forest  reserves  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  Of 
course,  there  is  a  provision  for  grazing  cattle  outside  forest  reserves  on  a 
small  payment,  but  that  provision  does  not  seem  to  be  extensively  taken 
advantage  of. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEKE  ( Nominated ) :  If  my  cow  trespasses  into 
my  neighbour’s  garden  planted  with  gram,  am  I  not  liable  to.  be  pro¬ 
secuted  ? 

PRESIDENT:  .  That  is  exactly  what  Mr,  Subba  Aiyar  is  saying, 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional.  Head  Sirkar  Vakil).:.  Cows 
let  loose  are  liable  to  do  mischief  and  therefore  I  say  that  it  will  be 
rather  too  hard  for  a  poor  person  to  maintain  useless  cows,  and  it  will 
also  not  be  desirable  let  to  them  loose.  Therefore,  even  from  the. 
economic  point  of  view,  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Govinda  Men  on  is 
quite  correct. 

Then  again,  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  stated  that,  in  some  Municipalities, 
this  was  being  been  done;  and  it  is  there  that  I  am  trying  tohttack  him 
and  attack  him  personally,  because  he  is  himself  . the  President,  of  a 
Municipality.  . 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumaugad):. 1 
rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  Law  Member  said  that  he  was  going  to 
attack  Mr.  (Stovinda .  Menon ,  .personally,  According  to  the  rules,  I  do  pot 
think  he  can  do  so. 

PEESIDENT:  In  saying  so,  certainly  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  did  not 
mean  to  say.  that  he  was  going  to  abuse  MY.  Govinda  Menon..  . 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar -Vakil) : I  said  : 
so,  because  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  is  the  President  of  a  Municipal  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  if  he  was  against  cow-killing,  he  might  have  passed  a  resolution 
in  the  Parur  Municipal, Council  that  the  flesh  of  animals  slaughtered  out¬ 
side  could  be  brought  within  the  municipal  limits  only  with. Hthe  permis¬ 
sion  of  the  Council.  The  Council  has  the  liberty  to  Make  bye-laws  to 
that  effect. 

MB.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alcmgaclexim  Parur) :  May  I  inform 
the  Law  Member  that  such  a  bye-law  has  been  passed  by  the  Municipal:, 
Council,  Parur  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  was 
not  aware  of  it.  ’  Under  section  244  of  the  :  Municipal  Regulation,  the. 
Municipal  Councils  can  pass  bye-laws  to  regulate  the  slaughter  of 
animals.  I  say  that  if  the'  municipality  has  taken  the  trouble  to 
regulate  the  .  slaughter'  of  animals,  then:  certainly  it-  could  restrict' 
indiscriminate  slaughter  considerably.  If'he  had  done  so,  I  would  have 
Vol.  IV.  No-3.  ,  '  f  . 
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expected  statistics  from  bun  as  to  how,  in  spite  of  the  byc-Iaw,  a  large 
number  of  cows,  are  slaughtered  in  his  ow.u  municipality,  and  then  he 
would  have  been  in  a  position  to  show  that  the  intervention  of  Go¬ 
vernment  in  the  matter  is  absolutely  necessary.  There  are  also  re¬ 
presentatives  of  other  municipalities  here.  In  the  first  place,  Municipal' 
Councils  may  try;  and  if  the  hve-laws  made  by  them  are  not  effective, 
then  it  may  be  a  question  to  he  placed  before  the  Government  and  their 
being  asked  to  interfere  in  the  matter. 

Kao  IhuiAnuii  K.  A.  KRISHNA  A1YANGAU  (NommtnT)  ( Deputy 
President):  May  I  know  whether,  if  a  municipality  sends  up  such  a 
byc-law,  the  Government  are  prepared  to  sanction  it?  It  can  become 
law  only  after  it  is  sanctioned  by  the  Government.  Are  the  Government 
prepared  to  approve  such  bye- laws  if  they  arc  sent  up  *<* 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (UWtlmat  I  trad  8id;,r  In  kit):  'Gov¬ 
ernment  may  approve  of  thorn  if  they  are  strictly  within  the  provisionsof 
the  Municipal  Regulation.  Thcmtmieipality  .must  not  in'discriminatoJy 
prohibit  the  slaughter  of  all  animals.  Such  tilings  will  have  to  be 
considered. 

Kao  Bauaduh  K.  A.  KRI  Si  IN  A  A  I.  V  AN  G  Alt  {Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  1  am  now  confining  my  question  to  the  ease  of  cow-slaughter. 
Supposing  c.ow-sl augli ter  is  prohibited  by  a  municipality  and  the  bye* . 
law  is  sent  up  to  tho  Government  for  sanction.  Are  the  Government 
prepared  to  sanction  it  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VhiLU  iMLfjAi  (,.7.  rirainb  u>u  cum  Nedttwangad) : ' 
I  rise  to  a  point,  of  order.  1  do  .not  know  if  tho  Deputy  President 
is -justified  in  putting  such  a  question.  Under  the  rules,  questions  can 
be  asked  only  for  information  and  not  on  matters  of  policy  or  on 
hypothetical  cases. 

Kao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAK  (Nominated)  {Deputy 
President)  :  I  think,  Sir,  the  fact  that  I  am  Deputy  President  does  not 
take  away  from  me  the  privilege  that  every  member  has  of  putting 
questions. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tncuntlntm  cum  Ncdumaiigad): 
That  is-  not  it,  Sir.  I  referred  to  him  as  Deputy  President  only  by  way  . 
of  courtesy,  ■ 

Kao  J0AUADUB  K.  A,  KRISHNA  A1YANGAK  (Nomimkd)  {Deputy 
President)  '.  In.  order  to  help  the  members  of  this  Council  to  make  up 
their  mind  at  the  time  of  voting,  I  wanted  to  know  whether  the  Gov* 
eminent,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  are  opposed  to  permitting  municipalities' 
tcf  pass  bye-laws  prohibiting  slaughter  of  cows. 

PRESIDENT :  It  is  a  question  which  is  very  difficult  to  answer 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  It  is  a  matter  requiring  very  careful,  con* 
sideration.  What  Mr.  Subha  Aiyar  said  was  that  the  question  deserved 
to  he  considered  when  it  came  up  before  the.  Government  after  consi-; 
deration  by  Municipalities. 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Add, iUcm.nl  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  ■  1  only 
said  that  some  check  or  control  might  he  had  oyer  indiscriminate  slaughter 
of  cows.  Mr.  HoogewArf  says  that,  from  the  economic  point  of  view, 
the  maintenance  of  useless  cows  is  undesirable.  That  aspect  of  the 
question  has  to  be  considered.  I  believe  the  Municipal  Councils  are 
certainly  in  a  position  to  render  very  good  protection  to  the  cows.  At 
any  rate,  they  can  collect  statistics  as  to  the  number  and  class  of  cows 
slaughtered  and  see  whether  any  restriction  could  or  could  not  be  placed 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  Already  vested  in  the  municipal  council. 

Mb.  G.  P  AR  AME  8 VARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara)  :  I  wish 
to  know  whether  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  is  aware  that  the  provision  in  the 
Municipal  Regulation  in  regard  to  the  slaughter  of  animals  extends  only 
so  far  as  the  health  and  safety  of  the  public  are  concerned. 

;  Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (A dditioiml  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  “  Public 
safety,  health,  and  convenience”—!  think,  these  are  the  words  used 
there.  Even  taking  that  wording  into  consideration,  I  think  the  slaughter 
of  cows  considerably  affects  the  ‘  convenience  ’  of  the  public.  Anyhow, 
that  is  a  question  that  has  to  be  examined.  To  my  mind,  so  far  as  the 
Municipal  Regulation  is  concerned,  the  provisions  here  are  practically 
the  same  as  elsewhere;  and  therefore  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  who  cited 
the  cases  of  Municipalities  elsewhere  might  have  tried. to  restrict  cow- 
slaughter  considerably  at  least  within  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Municipality  at  Parur  before  lie  brought  it  to  this  Council.  My 
point  was  that,  while  there  seems  .to  be  a  provision  in  our  Municipal 
laws,  that  provision  seems  not  to  have  been  taken  advantage  of. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PAN  JIRAB4N  {S  her  tailed):  Under  the  existing 
provisions,  can  .the  Municipalities  prohibit  the  killing  of  cows  ?  . 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Veiled):  They 
may  pass  bye-laws.  They  may  impose  a  condition  that ,  only .  persons 
who  have  obtained.  .  licenses  from  Municipalities  could  slaughter  cows. 
If  yon  cannot  prohibit,  you  may  at.  least  regulate  the  slaughter.  You. 
may  say  that  only  a  particular  class  of  cow's  could  be  slaughtered.  ..  I; 
only  suggest  that. 

PRESIDENT  :  Your  time  is  up. 

Mb.- V,  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional,  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  One 
other  point  was  mentioned  by  Mr.  T.  Tv.  Vein  Pillai  about  '  Pinjrapotes. 
Of  course  such  charitable  .  institutions  are  very  desirable'  and  .1  think 
they  should  be  provided  by  persons  who  are  charitably  .disposed.  I 
think  we  will  have  to  try  to  restrict  and  regulate  the  slaughter  .  of  cows 
as  far  as  we  can,  before  we  proceed  to  legislate  and,  before,  we  request 
the  Government  to  interfere  in  the  matte]'  and  spend  the  money  of.  the 
general  tax-payer  for  that  purpose.  That  is  all  that  I  have  to  say  at  . 
present.  Therefore,  my  point  is  that,  in  the  :  absence  of  statistics,  no 
necessity  for  legislation  can  be  made  out,  and  that  we  cannot  Ask  the \ 
Government  to  interfere  in  the  matter  anipJegislafe,' •  " . 

we  are  not  in  a  position  to  know;  the  varying  religious -sentiments  of  the .  ■ 
various  communities  and  religionists  in  the  State. 
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Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  [Amhalapmha)  :  Sir,  X  also 
Beg  to  support  the  resolution.  Certain  reasons  have  been  advanced  by 
the  mover  of  the  resolution,  and  my  friend  Mr.  Subha  Aiyar  thought 
that  lie  would  controvert  them.  First,  he  observed  that  no  necessity 
had  been  made  out  for  legislation  upon  the  subject ;  that  is  to  say,  that 
for  the  protection  of  cows  Mr.  'iovinda  Menon  had  not  made  out  a  case, 
and  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  this  particular  resolution.  May  I 
draw  the  attention  of  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  to  the  entire  extinction  of  a 
species  of  cow  that  we  had  in  l’ravancoro  by  name  Vochnr  cow  which 
was  a  much—- reputed  variety  of  cows?  Sri  far  as  the  Vechur  cows 
arc  concerned,  they  have  ceased  to  exist,  as  a  species. 

Further,  to  make  out  by  reference  to  statistics  the.  necessity  for 
the  resolution,  Mr.  Subha  Aiyar  himself  admits  that  statistics  are  not 
available  on  the  subject.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  Mr.  (Iovinda  Menon 
when  he  finds  himself  absolutely  unable  to  refer  to  the  statistics  on  the 
subject.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Goviuda  Menon  can  he  expected  to  manu¬ 
facture  statistics  for  purpose*  of  reference  on  this  resolution. 

I  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  other  fact. 

Mu.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  wish  to  know  whether 
the,  extinction  of  the  Vechur  cow  is  due  to  butchery. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambnlapmlta)  :  Certainly,  to 
a  considerable  extent. 

Mu.  A,  HOOGEWTSHF  ( Nominated )  :  The  Vechur  cows  are  very 
small.  They  yield  a  good  deal  of  milk  ;  but  they  are  not  tit  for  slaughter. 

1  do  not  think  it  would  he  profitable  if  the  butcher  purchased  Vechur 
cows. 

Mb.  IV  R.  NAEAYANA  .PILLAI  (Amhalapusha) :  They  were 
very  dainty,  they  say.  {Laughter.) 

'  In  this  connection,  another  tact  may  also  be  pointed  out.  Some 
ten  or  twenty  years  ago,  cows  used  to  cost  only  Es.  10  or  12  each.. 
Now,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  cows,  their  price  has  gone  up  consi¬ 
derably.  Therefore,  it  is  a  very  clear  indication  of  the  fact  that  the 
number  of  cows  is  steadily  going  down.  So,  primt  fade  it  clearly 
admits  of  being  tallied  about. 

:.Mr.  'Subba  Aiyar  raised  further  the  question  as  to  how  it  should 
be  given  effect  to  practically. 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Hoogewerf  wants  to  ask  a  question. 

Mm.  A.  FIOOGEWEEF  {Nominated)  :  I  wish  to  know  whether 
Mr.  P,  K.  Narayana  Pillai  will  tell  ns  what  will  ibe  the  price  of  a 
Vechur  cow  now.  .  ’  '  . 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambatepusha) :  It  is  now 
extinct  like  the  dodo.  (Laughter.) 

Mb.  A.  FIOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated ) :  What  would  have  been  the 
price  before  it  was  extinct  ? 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Say,  Es.  40  or 
50  per  cow. 

Mr.  A.  HOQGEWEBF  ( Nominated ) :  'Will,  it  be  worth  while 
for  the  butcher  to  go  in  for  these  small  cows  at  such. a  high  price  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambatajmzha) :  They  say  it  is 
a  very  delicious  dish.  Mr,  Subba  Aiyar  said  that  it  was  extremely  difficult 
to  give  effect  to  the  resolution  in  practice.  He  also  referred  to  the  reli¬ 
gious  aspect  of  the  question  and  said  that  it  was  doubtful  whether,  if  this' 
resolution  was  carried,  we  would  not  be  restricting  the  rights  of  other 
religionists.  We  have  had  the  opinion  of  some  of  onr  Christian  friends 
including  Mr.  Hoogewerf  who  say  that  they  have  absolutely  no  objec¬ 
tion  the  protection  of  cows  and  my  fried  Mr.  Daniel  also  quoted 
the  Bible  in  support  of  the  position. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEP  ( Nominated ) :  I  did  not  understand  what 
he  said  about  me. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhakqwzha) :  I  said  "inclu¬ 
ding  Mr.  Hoogewerf.” 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEP  (Nominated)  :  I  want  to  know  what  he 
said  .about  me. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Does  he  want 
the  meaning  of  the  expression  “included  ”? 

PBESIDENT ;  He  says  he  was  not  able  to  hear  you. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( AmbalapUeha )-:.  ■  I  am  sorry 
I  said  that  some  of  our  Christian  friends  including  Mr.  Hoogewerf.  had 
absolutely  no  objection  to  cows  being-  encouraged  to  live. 'on  without 
being  butchered. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEP  (Nominated)  ;  1  said  there  was  the  econo¬ 
mic  objection.  ; 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha) ;  I  shall  come 
to  that.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  gather  from  Mr.  Hoogewe.rf’s  speech,  I 
think  he  is  very  sympathetically  inclined  towards  the  cow,.  With  res¬ 
pect  to  the  religious  question,  therefore,  there  is  practically  unanimity 
in  this  grouse,  and  no  religion  wants  to  slaughter  the  cow.  Now,  .Sir, 
may  I  point  out  that  the  Hindu  religion,  or  for  'that  matter,  any  other 
religion  does  not  require  the  slaughter  of  cows?  Then  in  discussing  this 
resolution,  as  well  as  in  his  general  relations  to  other  creations,  the  Hindu 
must  take  into  consideration  not  only  mankind  hut  also  the  lower 
creation  and  probably  even  vegetables.  The  Hindu  has  been  considering 
the  cow  as  holy  from  the  days  of  the  Eig  Veda.  The  Hindu  has  been 
mindful  of  the  importance  and  usefulness  of  the  cow  and  he  was  always 
fondling  it  Therefore,  Hindus  are  inclined  very  sympathetically 
towards  the  cow.  In  that  sympathetic  spirit,  may  I  ask  the  other 
religionists  and  brethren  belonging  to  other  communities  and  religions 
whether  there  is  anything  in  their  faith  requiring  them  to  disagree  with 
the  mild  Hindu?  So  much  on  the  point  of  religion, 
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Mi.’.  Nubba  Aiyiu’  saul  that  it  lias  been  the  tradition  ot  Travancore 
to  tolerate  all  religions.  But  I  may  point  out  that,  bo  far  as  the  Tra- 
vaneore  Penal  Code  is  concerned,  we  have  gone  a  step  further  thanBritish 
India  and  have  exempted. the  .Brahmin  and  women  from  capital  punish- 
mi  nt.  Exemption  of  women  from  capital  punishment  the  Hindu  religion 


considers  humane.  As  tile  prose 
1  am  sure  it  will  appeal  to  most 
I’iiiiiKO  this  exemption,  has  boon  U 
orthodox  Hindu  religion,  it  di 
a  retrograde  .stop  and  not  in  kee 
enmities  in  the  State,  are  prepares 
the  cow  as  a  very  useful  animal, 
feel  any  doubt  upon  the  subject  oi 
Mu  V  1100(1  PAVE RE  (  V 
iftg  upon  the  social  customs  and  n 


lit  motion  is  only  a  humane  measure, 
i  ot  the  members  of  this  House.  Bn- 
igalisod  in  a  Hindu  State  professing 
ics  not  necessarily  menu  that  it  is 
ping  with  civilization.  All  the  com- 
!  to  accept  this  measure  of  protecting 
Therefore  I  think  the  State  need  not 
legislating. 

miuukil ):  Sir,  will  wo  not  he  trench- 
sages  of  other  religions  •* 


Mi*.  P.  Iv.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  .  (Aiuhalajamha)  :  Coming  to 
the  eneonomio  side  of  the  question — 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Hoogewerf  has  put  a  question. 

Mn.  P.  Iv.  N  AKA  YANA  PI.LLAI  (A/nbalapii'Aia) :  I  did  not  hear 

him. 

•  Mr.  A,  Id.OOGEWERF  (NoMinntcil) :  By  legislation  will  we 
not  trench  upon  the  social  customs  and  usages  of  other  communities, 
e.  f/„  Christians,  Mahomodans,  etc.,  eh-.'} 


Mu.  P.  Tv.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (.ImhalapuAhu) :  With  respect  to 
the  question  only  a  part  can  be  answered,  because  fir.,  etc.,  cannot  be 
answered.  (I'.uvr/hier.) 


PRESIDENT  :  He  does  not  want  yon  to  answer  el  eeterm. 

Mai.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhalapurha) :  The  nnswor 
to  the  part  minm  the  el  cetera a  is  to  the  effect  that  it  is  not  trenching 
upon  anybody’s  customs  and  usages  and  religions  beliefs.  Tile  observa¬ 
tions  of  some  of  the  non-Hindu  members  will  show  that  they  are 
extremely  in  sympathy  with  the  resolution  before  the  House. 

Mr,  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  1  am  not  in  sympathy, 
with  the  proposal  at  alb 

Mr.  P.  Iv.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Amha.lap-uxlm)  :  With  respect 
to  the  economic  grounds.  Mr.  Snbba  Aiyar  paraded  some  arguments. 
Mr.  Hoogewerf  raised  the  question  whether,  if  the  animals  were  allowed 
to  multiply,  men  themselves  would  not  ultimately  have  to  m  to  the 
wall.  .  •  ...  A 


PRESIDENT :  Your  time,  is  np. 
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Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  .  (AMapiuha).:  I  am  just 
closing.  Mi:.  Hoogewerf  raised  the  question  whether,  if  tigers  arc 
allowed  to  multiply— - 

Mb,  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Not  tigers  alone,  bulls 
and  all  sorts  of  animals 

Mb.  P.  K  'NABAYANA  PILLAI  U„d,«laj  mlw)  :  He  said 
various  things.  I  take  the  particular  instance  of  tigers.  The  Hindu 
religion  does. not  say  that  no  killing  shall  be.  done  by  any  person.  if 
for  the  purpose  of  saving  life  the .  slaughter  of  anything  .is  absolutely 
necessary,  the  Hindu  religion  wants’  that  lives  should  Ire  saved  even 
at  the  sacrifice-,  of  the  lives  of  other  animals.  It  is  not  only  an 
aggressive  action  in  the  case  of  slaughter  of  tigers,  etc.;  certainly  for  I, lie 
purpose  of, safety  of  human  life  the  multiplication  of  wild  animals  in  the 
world  should  be  put  a  stop  to-  It  docs  not  therefore  necessarily  follow 
that  a  cow  does  not  stand  in  need  of  protection.  .  Mr.  Snbba  Aiya-r  has 
.  been  putting  forward — 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  like  him  to  deal  with  all 
animals. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  cannot  ask  him  to  deal  with  this  or  that. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Will  not  the  animals,  if 
allowed  to  multiply  unchecked,  overrun'  our  fields  ? 

PRESIDENT ;  You  are  putting  a  hypothetical  question. 

MR.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  .  Would  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai 
tell  us  what  will  become  if  pigs  are  allowed  to  breed  and  multiply  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  a  hypothetical  question.  Mr.  Naraiyana 
Pillai,  your  time  is  up, 

MB.  P,  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  [Ambakqnixha)  :  With  these 
observations,  so  far  as  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  is  concerned,  he  has  been 
striving  to  prove  that  the; resolution  cannot  be  accepted.  I  beg  to  differ 
from  him  and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  supporting  this  resolution 
heartily.  , 

Me,  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  {Nominated):  Sir;  I  rise  to  sup¬ 
port  the  resolution  against  cow-killing  for  the  following  reasons.  • 

The  supply  of  good  co-w’s  milk  has  become  a  rarity  in  this  State 
and;  the  price  of  milk  has  gone  abnormally  high.  The  people  are  suf¬ 
fering  sorely  on  this  account.  Any  one  who  has  been  to  Pandi  or  any¬ 
where  else  in  British  India!  cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  vast  diffe¬ 
rence  that  there  is  in  the  quantity,  quality  and  price  of  cow’s  milk  Avail¬ 
able’  in  both  these  localities.  I  am  pretty  sure  that  cow-slaughter  is  in  a' 
great  measure  responsible  for  this  sad  state  of  matters. over  here!  Most 
of  the  people  of  Travancore,  though  they  may  take  some  meat  and  some 
fish  by  way  of  food,  are  practically  vegetarians,  .when  compared  with'  the- 
people  of  Europe,  and  cow's  milk  is'  an  indispensable  'article  of  a  vege¬ 
tarian's  dietary.  The  people,  especially  those  with  limited  means,  find 
it  impossible  to  supply  themselves  and  their  family  with  the  quantity  of 
good  milk  indispensable  for  their  sustenance,  health  and  strength, 
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l>'or  want  of  cow's  milk,  poodle  are  suffering  from  great  nervous 
prostration.  In  times  of  stress,  and  during  the  prevalence  of  epidemic 
diseases,  such  as  cholera  and  small-pox,  it  becomes  evident — and  people 
lind  out  only  then — that  they  do  not  possess  the  nervous  energy  necessary 
to  withstand  the  disease  and  also,  when  attacked  by  them,  the  energy 
necessary  to  support  their  lives  during  their  pendency.  The  result  is 
an  abnormal  increase  in  the  death-rate.  No  external  medication  or  re¬ 
medy  is  sufficient  to  tide  over  these  fundamental  conditions.  It  is 
highly  necessary  that  the  evil  must. bo  traced  to  and  eradicated  at  its 
,  very  root ;  that  is,  people  must  bo  helped  to  stock  themselves  with 
sufficient  nerve-power  by  a  plentiful  supply  of  cow's  milk  to  lie  sold  at 
moderate  prices.’  The  stopping  of  cow-slaughter  would  directly  conduce 
to  this  result.  If  the  matter  has  not  been  investigated  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  as  yet,  1  submit  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  do  so  early 
for  the  reasons  stated  above,  with  a  view  to  a  speedy  solution  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  problem. 

Homo  think  that  it  is  only  the  economic  side  of  the  question  that 
should  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  Government,  as  if  the  authori¬ 
ties  could  not  be  humane  as  well  as  just.  If  so,  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
Government  should  encourage  such  a  body  as  the  S.  P.  C,  A.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent,  therefore,  that  we  may  appeal  to  the  humanitarian  side  of  Govern¬ 
ment  also,  especially  the  Government  of  a  Hindu  State  of  high  tradi¬ 
tions,  ruled  over  by  a. Hindu  Sovereign.  It  is  well  known  that  such  an 
enactment  as  the  one  now  asked  for  has  been  actually  passed  by  some 
of  the  other  Hindu  States  in  India.  I  do  not  sec  why  our  benign  Gov¬ 
ernment  which  has  gone  so  l'ar  as  to  countenance  and  encourage  the 
S.  P.  C.  A.,  should  not  go  a  stop  further  and  enact  a  law  for  the  prohi¬ 
bition  of  eow-slauglitor.  Thus,  it  may  be  reasonably  asked  that  those 
creatures  of  God  which  perform  the  function  of  the  mother  to  us  by 
giving  us  the  milk  out  of  their  very  bodies,  and  therefore  held  sacred  by 
the  Hindus,  should  be  specially  protected  from  slaughter. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  May  I  know  from  Mr.  Lak- 
shmana  Pillai  whether  it  is  humanitarian  to  deprive,  the  poor  calf  of  the 
mother’s  milk  and  drink  it  yourself  ‘? 

Mb.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  It  is  only  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  degree.  I  do  not  think  it  amounts  to  cruelty  if  we  give  sufficient 
milk  to  the  calf  and  take  the  remainder  for  ourselves.  It  may  reasonably 
be  contended  that,  as  they  perform  the  function  of  a  mother  and  are 
also  held  sacred  by  the  Hindus,  they  require  protection.  This  is  neither 
superstition  nor  unreasonable  sentiment.  I  am,  of  course,  aware  that 
there  arc  those  whojby  the  force  of  custom  or  immemorial  habit,  may  not 
agree  with  this  view,  and  may  hold  that  cow’s  flesh  may  be  freely  eaten. 
These  people,  however,  only  form  the  minority.  The  question  then  is, 
is  it  not  possible  to  have  recourse  to  such  flesh  otherwise  than  by  the 
slaughter  of  cows  within  the  State  as  by  the  transport  of  beef  from  Aus¬ 
tralia  '?  I  believe  it  is- possible,  and  therefore  the  prohibition  of  cow- 
slaughter  within  the  State  .  will  not  prejudicially  affect  them. 
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Mb.  A.  HOOGEWE.RF  (NuminaUd) :  What  about  the  animals  in 
tlxe  Public  Gardens  ? 

Mb.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated)  :  That  is  another 
matter.  I  think  protection  is  being  given  in  British  India.  As  was  point¬ 
ed  out  in  Bombay,  the  abnormally  high  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  due 
to  the  slaughter  of  cows.  So  the  slaughter  of  cows  has  been  asked  to 
be  prohibited  there.  In  any  case,  when  the  welfare  and  the  good 
feeling  of  the  majority  of  the  people  is  vitally  at  stake,  it  may  not  be 
difficult  for  the  minority  to  put  up  with  a  small  inconvenience. 

To  the  question  as  to  what  should  be  done  with  barren  cows  that 
are  likely  to  become  a  burden  on  their  owners,  I  would  say,  leave  them 
to  nature,  and  do  not  slaughter  them.  We  do  not  slaughter  barren 
women,  and  there  is  no  more  valid  reason  wrhy  you  should  destroy  bar¬ 
ren  cows.  The  world  is  wide  enough  for  their  existence,  and  fertile, 
enough  for  their  sustenance. 

'  Lastly,  I  do  not  think  it  is  so  easy  to  determine  which  is  a  barren 
cow,  as  some  cows  which  originally  appeared  barren  have,  as  the 
effect  of  a  change  of  environment,  become  productive. 

I  do  not  see  the  force  of  the  statement  that,  because  we  do  not  take 
up  the  question  of  stopping  the  slaughter  of  other  animals,  we  should 
not  take  up  the  question  of  stopping  cow-slaughter,  seeing  as  I  do  that 
both  the  economic  and  humanitarian  view-points  strongly  co-exist  in  the 
case  of  cows,  and  not  with  equal  force  in  the  case  of  the  other  animals- 
The  question  in  the  case  of  the  other  animals  is  mainly  a  humanitarian 
one.  .  . 

To  the  observation  that  cows,  if  not  killed,  would  increase  and 
cause  trouble  to  man,  I  have  to  put  the  question  whether  horses  or 
donkeys  overrun  the  earth  and  cause  trouble  to  man,  because  a  portion 
of  them  are  not  killed.  As  to  the  statement  that  the  owner  of  a  cow  is  at 
liberty  to  kill  it  or  deal  with  it  as  he  likes,  this  liberty  I  am  quite  pre¬ 
pared  to  concede,  provided  the  slaughter  is  committed  only  in.his  own 
house  and  not  in  a  public  place,  and  provided  the  Government  are  not 
going  to  countenance  it,  as  they  do  the  public  slaughter  of  cows  now7. 

With  these  observations,  I  strongly  support  the  resolution. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Neyycdthiliara)  :  1  beg  to 
move  for  a  closure.  ■  ' 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (» ShtrlMai ):  I  second  it. 

The  motion  for  closure  was  put  and  lost. 

Mb.  TEIVIKBAMAR  VASUDEVAR  (Jemniesy  mod  go®  fey 
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■Mb.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPIHLAI  {Gommeroe  and  Indmirkt, 
North):  Sir,  the  chief  reason  for  pressing  this  motion  j  upon  this 
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House,  it  seems  to  me,  is  that  it  is  a  very  cruel  act  to  slaughter  animals. 
Logically,  the  only  ground  on  which— 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIB  PILLAI  ( Nominated )  :  Louder,  please. 
Mb.  K.  0.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAIfOowwierce  and  Industries, 
North):  it  can  be  enforced  upon  the  House  is  that  cruelty  is  involved 
in  the  slaughter  of  cows.  If  I  am  right  in  that  surmise  I  t.hink  we 
ought  to  go  further  and  protect  not  only  cows  but  sheep,  goats,  poison¬ 
ous  snakes  and  lions  and  all  other  sentient  animals.  We  know  there 
are  people  who  are  very  particular  that  no  kind  of  animals  should 
be  slaughtered;  they  do  not  make  any  exception.  If  that  is  so, 
I  can  well  understand  the  position.  With  regard  to  the  subject  of 
repugnance  to  the  slaughter  of  cows,  I  think  it  is  very  greatly  due  to 
sentiment  ;  it  is  the  growth  of  local  customs  and  considerations.  But 
we  know  that  sentiments  are  often  changing.  What  is  considered  to 
be  repulsive  in  certain  countries  by  certain  people  at  certain  times  are 
hot  objected  to  in  other  countries  and  at  other  times.  The  slaughter  of 
cows  for  example  is  regarded  with  repugnance  by  the  Hindu  com¬ 
munity  on  religious  grounds.  But  I  know  a  great  majority  of  Christians, 
whose  religion,  so  far  as  I  know,  does  not  prohibit  the  killing  of  cows, 
look  upon  such  slaughter  with  extreme  repugnance.  I  further  know 
that  with  th  e  growth  of  rationalism  there  are  a  considerable  number 
of  people  whose  sentiment  is  undergoing  a  rapid  change.  Therefore 
it  is  Isay  that  the  strength  of  the  demand  for  the  prohibition  of 
slaughter  of  cows  rests  more  upon  sentiment  than  upon  anything  else. 

Mb.  P.  K  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Amlalajpuzha) :  On  what  does 
the  prohibition  against  manslaughter  rest  ? 

Mb.  K  C.  J  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (CoMmerce  and  Industries, 
North):  It  depends  upon  self-interest.  Alan  has  the  power  to  insist 
that  he  shall  not  he  slaughtered. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN :  ( Shertallai) :  .  Infants  and  babies 
have  no  such  power.  Why  could  they  not  be  slaughtered  then  ? 

Mb.  K  C.  MAMMEN  MAfPILLAI  (.Commerce  and  Industries 
North)  :  Because  man  loves  his  own  babies.  I  have  yet  to.  learn  that 
the  objection  of  men  to  the  slaughter  of  their  fellowmen  is  equally  , 
applicable,  to  the  slaughter  of  lower  animals.  Logically  we  ought  not 
to  stop  with  prohibiting  the  .  killing  of  all  sentient  beings;  We 
have  got  Professor  Bose  who  has  proved  that  not  only  animals  but  also 
plants  have  the  same. feelings  of.  pain  and  pleasure  that  sentient  beings 
have.  The  time  may  therefore  come  when  the;  growth  of  consideration  for  '• 
the  sufferings  of  sentient  beings  may  be  extended  even  to  living  plants. 

With  regard  to  the  economic  aspect,.!  am  not  at  all  sure  that 
scarcity  of  milk  is  due  to  the  slaughter  of  cows.  People  who  know 
the  habits  and  customs  of  the  country  are  very  well  aware,  that  milch 
cows  are  not  at  all  slaughtered.  It  is  only  the  barren  cows  that  are  being  ' 
slaughtered  and  cows  slaughtered  form  only  :a  microscopic  minority 
of  the  total  number  of  cows  in  existence.  The  slaughter  of  these  cows 
cannot  at  all  account  for  the  scarcity  of  milk.  It  is  more  duo  to  the 
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unscientific  way  of  rearing  cows  and  the  indifferent  feeding  arrange¬ 
ments  in  vogue. 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILL  A  I.  iNoudmteil):  Sir,  may  I  know 
from  tlie  mem  her  how  many  cows  arc  being  slaughtered 

M«.  R.  0.  MAMIUKN  MAPPILLAI  [Commerce.  and  industries, 
North):  I  am  not  aware.  Aga  in  it  is  econninica.il  v  unsound  to  kill  a  milch 
cow.  A  milch  cow  may  fetch  anything  between  Its. 20  ami  Us.  150;  a 
butcher  will  not  at  sill  I'md  it  worth  while  to  buy  anil  slaughter  a  milcli  cow 
on  such  a  high  price.  That  being  the  case,  it  is  not  at  all  reasonable  for 
ns  to  argue  that  milch  mwsaiv  being  slaughtered  in  any  large  numbers. 
The  slaughter  of  cows,  I  am  ]mwil.ive,  is  not  one  of  Urn  reasons  for  the 
scarcity  of  milk  in  the  country.  In  this  connection,  f  recall  a  lecture  de¬ 
livered  years  ago  b\  hr.  (l  iiTard,  late  Surgeon  General  to  the  Govern-, 
ment  of  Madras.  Ho  said  that,  if  medical  science  went  on  making 
such  rapid  strides  of  advance  as  it  has  boon  doing  recently,  there  might 
come  a  time  when  diseases  might  be  completely  abolished  and  man  might 
go  on  living  for  such  a,  length  of  time,  that  it  might  become  a  serious 
prciblem  as  to  how  to  dispose,  of  orr  ancestor*.  Similarly,  if  we 
protect  all  kinds  of  animals,  the  prospect  is  not  at  all  very  attractive. 
I  have  often  thought  that  it  would  lie.  more  merciful  to  slaughter  some 
of  the  old  cows  which  have  long  passed  their  period  of  service.  Owing 
to  sentimental  considerations,  1  find  that  people  are  not  at  all  prepared 
to  sell  them  to  tlui  butchers,  in  such  eases,  persons  like.  Mr.  Hoogcwerf 
have  thoir  pension  for  maintaining  such  cows.  There,  are  other  people, 
who  have  not  even  a  pension  to  fall  hack  upon,  but  who  retain  such 
cows  on  starvation  rat  ions  as  an  eyesore  to  all  passers-by. 

In  western  countries  like  America,  and  England,  there  is  no  such 
prohibition.  Even  then  there  is  no  scarcity  of  milk  there. 

Mb.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated)  :  My  I  know 
whether  there  is  any  other  reason  why  the  price  of  milk  has  gone  up? 

Mr.  K.  0.  MAMMT3N  MAi ’PILLAI;  (Commerce  and.  Industries, 
North):  I  think  the  scarcity  of  milk  is  a  •  sufficient  reason.  Law’s  of 
supply  and  demand  are  sufficiently  powerful  influences  lbr  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  prices.  I  find  that,  among  the.  arguments  trotted  out  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  motion,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  sentimental  cant.  I  regret 
that,  on  a  careful  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  I  fed  hound  to  op¬ 
pose  this  motion. 

Mr.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (MnmttujniNia):  actao^jA  $8 

oRgcsaas  acrnlacocQjomoaom  trolonrulcOfflO'inlfflltoaofnaJdftftio  <3rors>  orocol 

c£bo  oogj|(!noasmcmo6mu  a®anf>o.ueaaio.  o®cmos6  (§®laj<flflio  aaoog) 
«so  S3gg).c96>a@.  aolonuheacmaiffloisro  .  <mT>g§aca>o®rt§  ccQj&sn&aaai)^®^ 
oftcino  (§(^aJc£bEU(.3it!)laa1)0  ooWasWilcro  ojlajfflIumaocsJi  anlofrulaaocrii 
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ojos]^  og)onou  aoiroWao  u©@g^§[HSrm§2  oocmooilffllaadjl^.  Kiai 

c03O«B6Ig)6)OTro  0O(®o  QjliiI0(51^J06)5mal®5  a^^lO  gS^o96)eg08o  g.OoS)XJ 

§®ssK3)ansro>06ro“.  CLolo^awai  osnjcnjoaaxn  eaooc39fficajo0o  scooaicoo  001 
oiblsDaosno0.  og)omo<o6  i^la^afmigjcftOffiQjo  ao.csm@0(a(ycfto<oQ4o  csro 
gg  coWiteoagj.  @lo^rjcr51cft,^.o  aaosaatosao  §D6si3aoo  a^g^crorg 
ra&o^o.o’.o^  0(s»iflao(OoaD  mjeinosmssoOotfla  ojocu^sisreaD0  stogjA 
oj1-aiO(Dlces5>ctT)ffiQ(o{i  csroaiass-.s  nruaoaooaoroft^aoGaisni)  go®  (q^sboto 
s-ioo'uoataaDrmlta?)  aa>oai>  (aroaoi^qjloosTO  .  ag)aat»(mocai!>  ^a^acuxgj 
c9>0fflajo  aaocnaigamiiajcaofflQjo  scooaicuo  aujogjatiaaono  aolshjcnjoalgj. 
oij1ciQc9i3)Oo  bo©o  (BroaDQ^jyoffii)  0«51.  aoa§g.aJa®  rolshiauSl^ 
ci51oa'0(DTO\O836  smcruSkc8s>sn§  Q^rmoem"  aolcQairoromkej  cro®-!®® 
EBbltafe  ®6sbo<d  a®  ^jeacoo  cargcuc^ala^rrnosm0  agjoolcea  ecaornocmgf. 
o^jfflrAo  oroeo  agii  ®TQi§l(jyoa))o  eoioacmo®  sggcas'gtago  gojeoilcaaocwl 
<oWioa(2ffh)<o&  ®n>colc9>o  oogjmooerotmofim".  ssco6sb'3  6>s  0ca<8«n®aai>o 
gs\aic0)CHisarg)(BOT®)S)CQ)o,  uirocucokcuoaadfirojcaffiaoQ®  ac^acroffiQejo  .*  a® 
rtr>ro>_i®caa  oi^adiosnf’  oolaj)0(@eoj6m  rmsasocib  c&offlsmiilsgjS&W) 
or51ao>0o  ogjagjs^cmia  acSlcaaajo  a8«art»aagjf(T)0smo  agjaoio  oto@1 
(jyoaDo. 

aiooaJ(Sl(sdJOaaa6if»o  tTUofioJauSl^joasmaariiDi  aj«gc8s>aa  aa>o£pd> 
o-josbgjonro  coltxDBo  o^ffloj§®Kml<jao«36  (m®ca]aoa_icft®o  <b>oq.<b> 

ag,®c&>ocnDc8>sicQ)o.  fflTO@a<ao6ng°  g.saSkio  <a_)cQiorTu0OoaSlfl$l«Bo.  ®t>@>  cd 
oooelajaolcfls  crosauoacg^?  00a  SKu-.aunii  gaioajwofflm^angs  ctoisbboo 

m  aJOQ-iajfflaoasnocno  aTlcL®®lc0Qcno®6in§s£l©6  agjaaio  oola^s^ow 
aLcaooQffloaocefej  0ro8@<^c®&  &6n§o®ai^a0or®  aaocib  ojI-oji®' cSacmlgj. 
®D6SsaciD  ajgjggo  a.a®r©8folca6  ajoawnotoi  acft.agg.0o.  ©Ici^ioa51ca>§.o 
aooafflelcoaso^sl  scDooicum^coJcrolcno  a^aoicalcolcsisasregg  isrocuasas 
o'yfflj^lojiroismlcio0  csYgjaicojaoaamicna  0®®ro!<o6  gaarealroi  eoooiec^ 
aolcmoMa®  oolsiBgiiccA  fflisjarosTlejo  qjoc^qjIcA-  o®rmo®5  stood?)  gyo 
(gjsaa^aOTrtn  csrocffii^ajlceaocii)  rtnoo)ooo6m“  orog)  (g_)<B2aa>o  (yaccJocoi^j 
<si®Oo  croacm  ajosrorooejo  2®!, 

Mr.  A.  G-0  VINE  A  MENON  ( d  kmcjad  cum  ,  Paw) :  m>0  oi>  .  a® 
tfjgocft carol aoi>o  csmccaio  a_iosroiro>egjo. 

Me.  TABIATU  IvUNJTTOMMAN  (Muvattupuzha) :  csggoc&mrol 
aafto  mjo®o  00a  acTOffunsiffl^sl  S0o®g-J[§®@om  aiicMoGanoo?  .  • 
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oiu?  lbuistjaMve  oovnoitj.  |  1st  Novembbb  1923. 
.[Mr  S.  Snbrahmanya  Karayalar.] 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MTCNO'N  (Ahtii<j<«l  cum  Parur): 

OMKBfflS  (0'j§)(3Ky!l(i56  ffii'ossi3(3>no  «uro)o  06  raregprooaoaflaD 

o.xox  .1(20  ©sroornosno0. 

Mr.  S.  HUBBAHMANYA  KA'BAYATjAR  (Vattumipumm  cum 
Shivu'ittah)  :  Sir,  Mr.  A.  (lovimla,  Motion,  1.1  u>  mover  of  this  proposition, 
deserves  to  bo  lusixli  I  y  congratulated  for  having  brought  a  proposition  of 
this  nature  at  teas),  for  the.  consideration  of  this  House..  II  legislation 
prohibiting  the  killing  of  cows  in  this  State  can  he  achieved,  the  learned 
mover,  I  am  sure,  will  attain  .salvation,  as  all  cows  in  this  State  at  least 
will  bless  his  noble  soul.  I.f  his  object  is  ae.hioved,  .!  will  be  the 
next  mover  for  a  second  piece  of  legislation  prohibiting  the  killing  of 
all  animals,  by  doing  which  we  will  be  only  giving  effect  to  the  goideu 
precept  of  the  sages  of  the  past.  In  this  connection,  I  will  ho  failing  in 
my  duty  as  a  Tamilian  if  I  do  not  quote  two  of  t  he  weli — known  aphorisms 
from  the  htral  of  Tiruvalluva  Nayanar  : — 

(1)  ««-T/r „«/£.  ; 

*  Lnjpppth  iSl.Si  v  it  ir  Q  U‘t  luajirnaiii  fvmr  jpr. 

(2)  ,*«jr.«ui«9i  iSu&sbiia  afaitfiss  p*  SiiSSQfsa 

iS  si  m  «9  rr  s  0  £a  d5l  Sar . 

The  first  of  these  two  latrals  is  that  the  noblest  (fling  that  a  man 
is  expected  to  do  on  this  earth  is  that  lie  should  refrain  from  killing  any 
animal,  even  if  by  so  doing  he  will  be  obliged  to  lose  his  life. 

It  is  all  well  and  good  to  preach  from  a  public  platform  the.  golden 
precepts  of  sages  and  learned  men  of  the  past,  but  the  legitimate  work 
of  this  House  has  its  own  limitation  and  jurisdiction ;  and  any  attempt 
to  transgress  the  limit  will  soon  launch  it  in  difficulties  of  an  insurmount¬ 
able  nature.  If  the  learned  mover  could  by  some  divine  power  turn 
human  beings  into  vegetarians,  there  would  be.  no  necessity  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  proposition  of  the  nature  now  moved  by  him  in  this  House. 

I  need  not  submit  to  this  House  that  the  whole  animal  kingdom 
except  the  nandi*  in  our  temples  arc  a  prey  to  human  beings  within  and 
outside  and  so  it  would  be  a  vaiu  attempt  to  bring  propositions  of  this 
nature  in  Legislative  Council  chambers  consisting  of  mortals. 

If  we  take  the  food  problem  into  consideration,  even  when  we  live 
upon  the  animals  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  fish  and  other  living  beings 
Under  water  and  birds  wherever  found,  there  is  famine  everywhere  and 
starvation  throughout ;  and  so  any  attempt  to  legislate  on  a  matter  like- 
the  one  before  the  House  may  not  be  productive  of  good  and  so  it  is 
better  if  the  House  call  confine  itself  to  things  concerning  the  interest 
of  mankind  at  large.  Of  course, 

suKektsr jstBsSr jpi  emSimuQuIgjlsatirswiX)  QpgxredHsi&Q 
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As  there  is  no  agreement  between  man  and  man  about  the  advis¬ 
ability  of  killing  or  not  of  animals  for  man’s  use,  let  us  pray  God  to 
work  upon  the  mind  of  men  and  prevent  them  from  killing  the  creations 
(3  the  same  God. 

Du.  N.  KUNJAN  PILLAI  {Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries) : 
Sir,  I  do  not  propose  to  say  anything  about  the  humanitarian  or  the  re¬ 
ligious  side  of  the  subject  under  discussion.  But  I  may  speak  a  few  words 
on  the  economic  aspect  of  the  questi  on.  This  aspect  has  been  very 
cleverly  discussed.  I  believe  my  friend  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  urged 
the  killing  of  cows  as  one  of  the  causes  of  the  deterioration  of  cattle  in . 
this  country.  Mr.  P.  II.  Narayana  Pillai  came  out  with  a  concrete 
instance  of  the  Vecliur  breed  of  cows  having  become  extinct  by 
cow— slaughter. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhalapuzha) :  I  said  cow- 
slaughter  also. 

'  Dr.  N.  KUNJAN  PILLAI  ( Director  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries)  :  I  cannot  agree  that  cow-slaughter  is  to-  any 
extent  responsible  for  the  extinction  of  this  breed.  There  are  various 
causes  in  this  country  which  contribute  to  the  deterioration  of 
cattle,  and  my  own  information  is — and  from  my  own  experience  I  can 
say — that  the  extinction  of  that  particular  breed  of  cows  was  due  to  the 
indiscriminate  breeding  that  had  been  going  on.  No  attempt  had  been 
made  to  keep  the  breed  pure.  It  is  a  recognised  principle  in  breed¬ 
ing  that,  unless  you  keep  a  breed  pure,  or  if  you  go  on  crossing  breeds  of 
different  qualities,  in  the  end  that  pure  breed  will  become  extinct.  That, 
I  believe,  is  the  fundamental  cause  of  the  extinction  of  the  Veehur  breed 
of  cow. 

Mr.  P.  II.  Narayana  Pillai  also  pointed  x>ut  that  the  price  of  cows  has 
gone  very  high  on  account  of  cow  slaughter.  Well,  not  only  has 
the  price  of  cows,  but  that  of  everything  else  has  gone  up.  The  price  of 
all  commodities  has  gone  up  and  the  figures  that  I  have  befoie  me  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  number  of  cattle-in  Travancore  do  not  warrant  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  has  come  to.  According  to  the  cat¬ 
tle  censuses  taken  in  1911  and  1921,  I  find  that  the  total  number  of 
coWs  and  cow  calves  in  the  year  1911  was  .  4,38,182  and  hi  the 
year  1921  it  was  4,36,930,  or  an  insignificant  decrease  of  about 
1,252.  This  :small.  decrease  caunot  certainly  bring  about  ah  in¬ 
crease  in  the  price  which  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  wants  to  attribute  to  it. 

I  contend  that  the  price  of  cows  has  gone  up  along  with  the  general  rise 
in  the  price  of  all  articles ;  and  it  cannot  certainly  be  conceded 
that  the  slaughter  of  cows  and  the  consequent  decrease  in  their  number 
is  the  chief  cause  of  this  increase  in  the  price.  y 

Mr.  A.  GOYINDA  MENON  {Alangad  cum  JPantry.  May  I 
know  whether  there  was -not  an  increase  in  the' ratio  of  population 
during  the  interval  ? 

Dr.  N.  KUNJAN  PILLAI  {Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fish- 
cried)  ;  I  believe  the  population  of  the  State  was  34  lakhs,  in  1911  and 
about  40  lakhs  in  1921. 
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[.Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai.] 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  {Alamjad  mini  Paritr) :  Is  it  not 
natural  that,  when  the  number  of  people  increases  and  the.  number  of 
cattle  decreases,  the  prices  should  rise  V 

Dk.  N.  KUNJAN  riLLAI  (piivefar  of  Agriculture  and  Fish- 
erica)  :  There  may  be  an  ineroaso  in  the  price  on  account  of  tire  slau¬ 
ghter  of  cows,  hut  that  cannot  be  the  chief  cause.  The  argument 
that  it  is  duo  to  the  increase  in  population  applies  to  all  articles, 
Ineroaso  in  population  and  increased  demand  naturally  load  to  an 
increase  in  the  prices  of  articles. 

In  regard  to  the  insunioiency  of  the.  number  of  cattle 
Mr.  Trivikrainar  Vasudcvar  gave  the  House  some  figures.  I  bolievo  he 
has  taken  them  from  the  latest  Census  .Report. 

Mu.  P.  K.  NARAY'ANA  TILL  A I  (A.whaJapaAia) ;  lie  quoted 
from  a  speech  made  by  you. 

Dk.  N.  KUNJAN  PJLLAI  ( Director  of  A>jmuUurc  and  Fish¬ 
eries):  The  Census  Report  seems  to  bo  his  authority  for  the  number  of 
cattle  required  for  ploughing  in  Travancore.  I  shall  read  the  relevant 
portion  from  the  Report  which  says  : 

‘■3  pairs  of  bulls,  each  Working  for  live  to  six  luuirs  a  day,  avo  uapiirud  for  plough¬ 
ing  unco  0110  nr.ro  of  land,  and  six  to  right  suoli  ploughing*  arr  nurrssary  for  sowing. 

0  *  *  In  Mad™,  one  puir  of  hulls  is  rn[uirod  fur  ploughing  four  norne  of  laud 

but  the  fields  are  not  pltmghod  six  to  right  liimw.” 

“Tho  linmVr  availaldu  in  tin)  Statu  is  just  below  one-third  of  wind,  is  uotually 

From  the  above,  the  Census  Commissioner  concludes  that  the 
number  of  cattle  in  Travancore.  is  less  than  half  the  number  actually 
required.  I  caul  afraid  he  has  gone  wrong  in  bis  calculation,  because  he 
has  taken  one.  month  in  tho  year  as  the  period  of  ploughing.  But  we 
know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  cattle  are  being  used  for  ploughing  for 
three  or  more  months  in  tho  year.  The  number  we  have  is  sufficient 
for  our  purpose.  The  Census  Commissioner’s  estimate  is  not  quite 
correct.  If,  however,  we  improve  the  breed  of  cattle,  we  can  even  do 
with  a  smaller  number.  It  is  more  economical  to  maintain  a  smaller 
number  of  good,  efficient  cattle  than  a  larger  number  of  bad,  inefficient, 
ones,  If  3,00,000  bulls  are  now  used  in  ploughing  the  lands  under  cul¬ 
tivation,  and  if  with  2,00,000  bulls  the  work  can  be  done  equally  well,  the 
economic  advantage  is  quite  clear,  There  is  eortainly  a  saving  in 
maintaining  2,00,000  bulls  instead  of  3,00,000. 

The  same  remark  applies  to  milch  cows  also.  Wo  have  got  cows 
giving  one  nali  and  sometimes  half  a  nidi  of  milk,  and,  as  my  friend 
Mr.  Hoogewerf  said,  even  such  a  cow  costs  four  annas  a  day.  This  is  a' 
slight  exaggeration.  It  may  be  four  chuckrams.  It  is  much  more  eco¬ 
nomical  to  maintain  a  cow  giving  about  two  cdangalis  of  milk  than  one 
giving  only  one  nali  of  milk. 

Mia.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumaiujad)'- 
May  I  know  what  remedy  he  would  propose  to  see  that  those  cows 
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■which  give  only  one  nali  of  milk  daily  are  disposed  of  before  going  in 
for  better  cattle  ? 

Dr.  N.  KUNJAN  PILLAI  ( Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries) : 
One  way  oE  disposal  is  the  slaughter  that  is  going,  on.  (Laughter.)  I 
say  it  is  more  efficient  and  cheaper  to  maintain  cows  and  bullocks  of  a 
better  breed,  though  smaller  in  number,  than  a  large  number  of  in¬ 
efficient  or  useless  ones.  The  real  question  then  is  the  improvement 
of  the  breed  of  cattle.  The  present  breeds  of  cattle  in  the  country  are 
certainly  not  good  and  there  are  certain,  classes  of  cows  which  ought 
to  be  weeded  out.  The  absolute  prohibition  of  the  slaughter  of  cows  will 
only  increase  the  number  of  such  bad  cows.  But  if  slaughter  is  not 
absolutely  prohibited  the  chances  are  that  all  these  useless  animals  will 
in  course  of  time  be  slaughtered  and  that  by  introducing  better  breeds 
from  outside  or  by  crossing  local  breeds  with  imported  ones  it  may  be 
possible  to  bring  into  existence  a  better  class  of  cattle. 

-  Mr.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  ( KarunagapalU ) :  How  long 
will  it  take  ? 

Dr.  N.  KUNJAN  PILLAI  (Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries)  '■ 
It  depends  upon  the  resources  and  the  co-operation  of  the  people. 

Mr.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  (KarunagapalU):  Supposing 
everything  is  possible  ? 

Dr.  N.  KUNJAN  PILLAI  (Director  of  Agriculture  mi  Fisheries)  : 
It  is  not  easy  to  say  how  long  it  will  take.  .  It  may  take  years  and  even 
generations. . 

PRESIDENT:  Your  time  is  up. 

Dr.  N.  KUNJAN  PILLAI  (Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fi¬ 
sheries)’..  As  a  rule,  people  do  not  slaughter  or  allow  to  be 
slaughtered  good  cows  or  bullocks.  It  is .  only  the  useless  animals  that 
they  either  slaughter  or  allow  to  be  slaughtered. '  In  the  case  of  bulls, 
there  is  one  safety.  You  can  prevent  bad  bulls  from  breeding  by  cas¬ 
trating  them.  But  in  the  case  of  cows  this  is  not  possible  and  they 
should  be  disposed  of  otherwise. 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ):  Why  not  allow 
them  to  di6  naturally  ? 

Dr.  N.  KUNJAN  PILLAI  (Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries)  : 
Before  their  death  they  will  produce  ever  so  many  offspring. 

'  Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI.  (Nominated).  So,  is  it.not  a 
question  of  bad  cows  being  killed  ? 

Dr.  N.  KUNJAN  PILLAI  (Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries)  : 
From  an  economic  point  of  view  it  is  not  at  all  desirable  to  ab¬ 
solutely  prohibit  the  killing  of  cows. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  May  I  know 
whether  you  are  in  favour  of  not  slaughtering  good  cows  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  The  resolution  is  for  absolute  prohibition  of  cow¬ 
killing.  ■ 
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[Mr  A.  Govinda  Monon.] 

Mr.  T.  K-  VELU  l’lLLAI  (Tnvamlnm  cum  Nedut-imugad) :  I 
wish  to  ask  whether  the  deterioration  of  cattle  is  not  mainly  due  to  ab¬ 
sence  of  good  fodder  in  Travancorc. 

Dr.  N.  KUNJAN  PILIjA f  {iHiwtor  of  Atjric.it  I  tit  re  and  fisheries) : 
It  may  he  one  of  the  causes. 

Mr.  A.  GOVTNDA  ME  NON  {AUuujad  cum  Farur) :  Sir,  1  have 
carefully  hoard  the  arguments  except  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Mammon 
Mappillai.  1  was  unable  to  ascertain  what,  he  actually  said.  All  the 
arguments  advanced  by  those,  who  want  somehow'  or  other  to  pro, vent  a 
resolution  like  this  from  being  passed  are  neither  economical  nor  logical. 
I  will  take  the  latter  case  first. 

Those  who  adopted  one  kind  of  logic  say  that,  -if  you  strictly  adhere 
to  the  humanitarian  principle,  you  most  extend  it  to  all  other  animals. 
I  shall,  take  an  instance  to  illustrate  that  kind  of  logic.  Suppose  two 
beggars  ask  for  alms  from  a  man.  If  lie  lias  money  enough  only  to 
satisfy  one.  docs  it  mean  that  they  should  both  be  driven  away  without 
even  giving  a  single,  pie  to  them  ?  That  is  an  absolutely  useless  and 
worthless  kind  of  logic.  (I  .an  jitter.)  You  must  do  what  you  can.  Of 
course  there  is  a  limit  beyond  which  each  of  us  would  not  bo  able  to  go. 

As  for  the  arguments  on  the  economic  side,  I  think  it  is  rather  too 
late  to  say  that  on  economic  grounds  the  slaughter  of  cows  need  not  be 
prohibited.  Even  Dr.  .Kunjan  Pillai  was  rather  not  very  emphatic  in 
his  assertion  as  regards  that  point.  The  difficulty  is  that  he  himself 
admitted  in  the  discussion  some  two  months  ago  when  the  resolution 
was  passed - 

Du.  N.  IvUNJAN  I’JL.IjAI.  ( Director  oj  Ajrie.ulturc  and  Fisheries ): 
I  did  not  express  an  opinion  then  either  for  or  against  the  resolution  dis¬ 
cussed  by  the  Econoiuih  Development  Board.  Of  course,  the  resolution 
was  passed,  I  know.  I  was  the  President  but  did  not  commit  myself  to 
any  view. 

Mu.  A.  GOVINDA  MEN ON  ( Alengad  cum  Farur)  :  At  any  rate 
that  was  not  my  impression.  I  saw  only  the  resolution  in  the 
papers. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBE  {Nominated)  :  Was  the  other  side  pro¬ 
perly  represented  i 

PBESIDENT :  That  docs  not  arise. 

Mu.  A.  GOVINDA MENON  (Alangcid  cum  Farur):  All  the  liter¬ 
ature  I  have  been  able  to  read,  from  the  pen  of  men  like  Sir  John  Wood- 
ruffe,  Pandit  Madan  MohanMalaviya  and  so  many  other  people  who  have 
taken  a  keen  interest  in  this  question  an  interest  which  nobody  else  has 
ever  taken,  at  least  in  these  parts,  even  including  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai-leads 
me  to  think  that  these  people  are  emphatically  of  the  opinion  tliat  cow- 
slanghter  should  be  prohibited,  although  in  the  case  of  Pandit 
Madan  MohanMalaviya,  you  may  think  that  he  has  been  influenced  by 
the  religious  side  also. 
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Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) ;  Will  Mr.  Govinda  Monon 
read  the  reply  of  the  Viceroy  ? 

MR.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Tarur)-,  I  am  sorry 
I  cannot  attach  much  weight  to  that  pronouncement.  The  Viceroy  has 
not  worded  the  reply  exactly  according  to  the  logical  conclusions.  Wfe 
can  more  or  less  understand  his  position.  He  is  not  his  own  master  and 
has  so  many  difficulties  to  contend  against,  so  many  interests  to  satisfy,  . 
that  he  will  be  led  to  say  things  inconsistent  with  logic  or  sometimes  with 
his  conscience..  ( Laughter .)  Not  that  I  do  not  attach  any  value  to  the 
utterance  of  the  Viceroy ;  but  I  do  not  accept  the  soundness  . of  the  view 
expressed  by  him. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEE  ( Nominated ) :  Did  you  read  it  ? 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alwtgadfi-am  Pamr). :  I  have  read 
it,  but  not  now.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  was  not  very  sound.  It  is  not  a  . 
disparagement  to  the  Viceroy  to  say  to.  I  think  if  I  were  in  that  position. 

I  would  have  done  the  same  thing.  It  is  the  pronouncement  of  a  diplomat. 

All  that  I  say  is'  that  there  is  absolutely  no  ground  advanced  that 
this  resolution  cannot  be  passed  in.  this  House.  Of  course,  to  take  action 
on  the  resolution  is  left  to  the  Government,  but,  in  my  humble  opinion,  I 
think,  in  the  face  of  the  opinions  expressed  here,  nobody  has  stated 
anything  against  it  upon  the  religious  ground.  The  one  man  having  a 
right  to  do  so  was  Mr.  Khadir  Pil'lai.  I  know  .  there  are  some  Maho-.' 
modans  who  advocate  cow-slaughter.  But  he  has  never  advanced  such  a 
view.  Moreover, men  like  Messrs.  Chotani,  Mahomed  Ali  and .othevs  whose 
names  may  not  he  quite,  welcome  to  some  here  {Laughter)  but  whose  ' 
opinions  and  judgment  in  matters  like  economic  questions  and  religious  , 
questions  could  not  he  questioned,  have  said  that  thorp  is  nothing  obli- , 
gatory  on  the  part  of  Mahomedans  to  sacrifice .  cows  and  cows  alone.. 
They  arc  against  cow-slaughter.  Even  Mr.  ICurijitomman  does  not  eat 
cow’s  flesh.  His  family  never  uses  it.  They  belong  to  an  old  family. 
There  is  a  certain  respect  which  they  attach  to  .cows.  There  are  no 
doubt  others  who  use  cow’s  flesh,  but  any.  restriction  that  may  be  put 
upon  this  Variety  of  beef  will  not  prevent  the  ample  supply  of  other 
kinds  of  meat  in  the  case  of  those  who  want  if  for  their  food.  All  that 
I  say  and  all  that  I  request  is  that  at  least  in  principle  all  the  members 
of  this  House  should  kindly  accept  the  resolution. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILDAI  {Ambakqmzha) :  May  I  know 
whether  he  was  aware  of  the  observation  of  Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai 
that  there  was  much  of  sentimental  cant  underlying  the  resolution  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai  used  . 
that  expression. 

Mr.  K.  Cv  MAMMEN.' MAPPILLAI  (Comwoe  and  Industries, 
North)  :  I  said  that  there  is  a  lot. of  cant  said  about  it  by  some  persons. 

I  am  sorry  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  has  misunderstood  me.  , 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  [Alangad  cum  Parur) :  So  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  have  not  used  cow’s  flesh  or  any  flesh.  I  am  a  pure 
vegetarian  and .  that  itself  testifies  to  my  earnestness  and  sincerity. 

I  therefore  leave  it  to  the  Council.  - 
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[Mr.  V.  Subba  Aiyar.] 

Mn.  P.  K,  NABAYANA.  PILLAI  (AiuhalapuHia)  :  My  question 
is  whether  you  propose  to  take  notice  of  tlic.  fact  that  you  oppose  cow- 
ldlling  as  a  sentimental  cant. 

Mb.  Iv.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Commerce,  and  Industries, 
North)  :  I  did  not  say  that.  I  mysolf  said — 

Mb.  P.  Iv.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Is  he  in  order  ? 
My  question  is  addressed  to  Mr.  Govinda  Mcnon  who  is  in  possession 
of  the  House.  . 

PIUS  SI  LENT  :  You  are-  ascribing  to  him  what  ho  says  he  has 
not  said. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PI.LUAI  (Audmlapazha):  If  ho  says  I  am 
mistaken,  I  withdraw.  Mr.  Mammon  M.appillai  says  he  did  not  use  the 
expression  with  respect  to  the  persons  who  oppose  cow-killing. 

Mb.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries,  NorthY : 
I  did  not  use  that.  I  said  all  must  have  got  a  lot  of  sympathy,  but 
among  the  arguments  that  I.  have  heard  on  all  sides  there  is  a  lot  of 
cant  mixed  up  with  sound  arguments. 

M'b.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  may 
say  this,  that  the  scarcity  of  milk  that  is  mentioned  is  not  exactly 
duo  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  cows  but  to  the  decline  in  the 
quality  of  cows,  so  that  that  argument  cannot  hold  water.  The  argu¬ 
ment  for  legislation  is  based  upon  the  throe  grounds  I.  mentioned.  As 
for  the  humanitarian  ground,  I.  ask  why  the  moasuro  is  not  to  ho  exten¬ 
ded  to  other  animals.  On  the  basis  of  religion  wo  cannot  interfere.  On 
the  economic  ground  there  seems  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion 
even  among  tire  members  of  the  House  and  Dr.  K.unjan  Pillai  is  em¬ 
phatic  on  the  point. 

Kao  Bahadur  Iv.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President ):  What  about  similar  legislation  in  other  States  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  such,  I  do  not  think  legislation  can  bo  undertaken 
on  these  grounds. 

One  point  was  made  as  to  the  difference  botwcou  exceptions  in  the 
case  of  Brahmins  and  women  and  it  was  urged  that  similar  exceptions 
might  he  made  hero  also.  What  the  Penal  Code  did  was  to  give  legal 
recognition  to  the  customs  then  existing.  What  wo  aro  asked  to  do  is 
to  abrogate  existing  customs  or  usages  which  do  not  prohibit  the  killing 
of  cows,  and  make  it  penal  to  kill  cows  hereafter.  That  makes  all  the 
difference.  I  believe  that  difference  is  very  vital  in  any  piece  of  legis¬ 
lation. 

I  have  got  nothing  more  to  add  than  to  urge  that  in  the  circum¬ 
stances  that  I  mentioned — and  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  members  are 
opposed  to  it — it  will  be  rather  a  delicate  task  for  the  Government  to 
undertake  a  piece  of  legislation,  which  is  likely  to  wound  the  suscepti¬ 
bilities  of  other  religionists. 
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Mb  A.  GOV  IN  DA  MENON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur ):  None  of 
them  saythat  the  prohibition  of  cow-slaughter  interfere  with  their  re¬ 
ligious  duties. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (.Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  At  any 
rate,  we  do  not  know  what  the  Mahomedans  think.  - 

The  resolution  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost,  19  voting  for  and  21 
against. 

Mr.  G.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattmkara );  I  demand 
a  poll.  ,  ■  '  / 

The  poll  was  then  taken  with  the  following  result : — 

AYES— 20  -  \ 

1.  Mr.  T.  M.  Chidambaratanu  11.  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

Pillai.  12.  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai. 

2.  Mr.  Paul  V.  Daniel.  13.  Mr.  N.  Padmanabha  Pillai. 

’  3.  Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon.  14.  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

4.  •'Mr.  0.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai.  15.  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

5.  Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  Krishna  16.  Mr.  P.  Paramesvaran. 

Aiyangar.  v  17.  Mr.  N.  Bamakrishna  Pillai. 

6.  Mr.  S.  Krishna  Aiyar.  18.  Mr.  S.  Subrahmanya  Kara- 

7.  Mr.  T.  Kumara  Pillai.  yalar. 

8.  Mr.  V.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai.  19.  Mr.  Trivikramar .  Vasudevar. 

9.  Mr.  T.  Lakshmana  Pillai.  .  20.  Mr,  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai. 

10.  Mr.  M.  B.  Madhava  Variar. 

NOES— 21 

1.  Mr.  I.  C.  Chacko.  11.  Mr-  K.  C,  Mammen  Mappillai. 

2.  Mr.  B.  Dhanukoti  Pillai.  .12.  Mr.  K.  V.  Natesa  Aiyaiv 

3.  Mr.  L.  C.  Hodgson.  13.  Mr.  B.  Nilakanda  Pillai. 

4.  Mr.  A.  Hoogewerf.  14.  Mr..  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 

5.  Mr.  M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai.  15.  Mr.  W.  H.  Pitt. 

6.  Mr.  B.  Krishna  Pillai.  16.  Mr.  M.  Baja  Baja  Varma. 

7.  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai.  17.  Kao  Bahadur  .  K.  V.  Banga- 

8.  Mr.  Tariatu  Kunjitomman.  swami  Aiyangar. 

9.  Bev  Fr.  ICuriakose  Vettikka-  18.  Mr.  S.  G-  H.  Bobinson.  . 

palli.  '  19,  Mr.  Dominic  Tomman. 

10.  Dewan  Bahadur  Dr.  P.  N.  20.  Mr-  V.  Subba  Aiyar. 

Lakshmanan.  21.  Mr.  A.  J.  Van  Boss. 

The  resolution  was  lost. 


Appointtneot'of  a  Retrenchment  Committee. 

Mr,  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VAEIAB  ( Chengannur .  cum  Pattanam- 
titta ) :  Sir.  I  beg  to  move  the  following  resolution :  ■ 

This  Cowibil  recommends  to  the  Government  that  a  committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  official  and  non-official  members  of  this  Council  be.appoini- 
ecl  to  consider  the  question  of  further  retrenchment  in  public  expenditure. 
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[Mr.  M.  B.  Madhava  Variar.] 

It  has  been  urged  by  almost  all  lion-official  members  of  this 
Council  that  retrenchment  in  public  expenditure  is  an  absolute  necessity 
if  we  are  to  place  our  finances  on  a  stable  basis  and  to  utilise  our 
revenues  for  huge  schemes  of  nation-building  and  industrial  re¬ 
generation.  In  my  budget  speech  last  year,  I  made  particular  mention 
of  the  fact  that  wc  are  leading  a  hand-to-mouth  existence  in  the  region 
of  finance.  In  the  financial  Secretary’s  review  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  for  ten  years  at  the  end  of  1097,  ho  has  unmistakably 
told  ns  : 

"Tims  during  tko  Uui  y.mrs  under  ruvir.w  tli.-  Stalin  .rovmm,,  who  from  Hu.  138 
lnldiB  to  105  hilclis,  !.  (!.,  by  Ibi.  57  luklw  or  II  per  I’-cnl.  iu»(  Urn  cxpondiliiro  from  Jin.  1115 
Infchs  to  to.  ton  lftkliB, by  Rm.  Ill  lakhs  or  -15  ,.«r  mint.  ” 

From  this  statement  it  is  abundantly  clear  that  our  expenditure  is 
not  proportionate  to  the  revenue  we  realise  every  year.  Similarly,  if 
we  review  the  financial  position  of  this  country  for  ton  years  from  1077 
to  1087  wo  find  that  the  revenuo  has  increased  from  about  Bs.  9(5 
lakhs  to  Bs.  137  lakhs  in  1097,  ?.  by  Bs.  41.  lakhs,  and  the  expenditure 
from  Bs.  99  lakhs  to  Bs.  134  lakhs,  i.  e.„  by  Bs.  35  lakhs.  Though  the 
Government  had  to  sustain  deficits  consecutively  for  five  or  six  years  in 
that  period  and  to  incur  huge  expenditure  on  big  undertakings,  the  ex¬ 
penditure  has  never  exceeded  the  revenue.  The  increase  of  revenue  by 
Bs.4 lakhs  in  10  years  up  to  1097  is  seen  to  havoboon  contributed  mainly 
by  excise,  customs,  salt,  stamps  and  education.  In  view  of  the  growing- 
strength  of  the.  temperance  movement,  the  opening  of  the  Cochin 
harbour,  and  the  agitation  against  enhancement  of  salt  duty,  we  cannot 
reasonably  expect  a  steady  growth  of  revenuo  under  the  above-mentioned 
heads.  Mr.  George  himself  has  frankly  admitted  in  his  budget 
speech  in  1097  that  “ns  regards  the  future,  it  would  be  rash  to  expect 
any  large,  or  sudden  increases  in  our  normal  resources  ”.  In  recent 
years  Government  have  been  very  liberal  in  allotments  to  various  de¬ 
partments  under  the. delusion  that  we  are  having  prosperous  times.  In 
1095  and  109(5,  though  the  revenue,  lias  increased  only  by  Bs.  .1.3  lakhs, 
the  expenditure  has  increased  by  Bs.  35  lakhs.  The  cause  of  this 
abnormal  rise  in  expenditure  is  explained  away  by  the  Government. 

If  wc  read  the  Mysore  Dowan’s  address  to  the  Boprosontativc 
Assembly  wc  find  that  within  the  last  ‘20  years  the  revenue  of  that  .State 
has  increased  from  Bs.  207  lakhs  tolts.  332  lakhs  and  expenditure  from 
Bs.201  lakhs  to  Bs.329  lakhs,  while  the  assets  of  the  Btato  lias  increased 
from  nearly  Bs.  5  croros  to  Bs.  16  croros.  .During  these  years  a 
railway  was  constructed  to  the  extent  of  255  miles  at  a  capital  cost  of 
Bs.  .178  lakhs,  a  sum  of  Bs.  211.  lakhs  was  spent  for  the  Krishna  Baja 
Sagara  and  allied  works,  and  a  sum  of  Bs.  125  lakhs  l'or  the  development 
of  the  Cauvcry  Power  Scheme.  The  resources  of  the  State  were  augment 
cd  in  Mysore  by  the  growth  of  the  gold-mining  industry,  the  harnessing 
of  the  Sivasamudram  falls,  the  extension  of  transport  facilities,  the  direct 
management  of  railways  and  the  remarkable  growth  of  productive 
industries.  The  total  outlay  on  productive  works  in  that  State  now 
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comes  to  Es.  1,100  lakhs.  Though  we  can  boast  of  a  steady  increase  in 
our  revenue,  our  ordinary  expenditure  is  nearly  outrunning  the  ordinary 
sources  of  income.  Questions  like  the  constitution  of  the  Travancore  Uni¬ 
versity,  the  extension  of  railway-from  Kottarakara  to  Alwaye,  and  from 
Trivandrum  to  Nagercoil,  the  construction  of  the  Alleppey  canal,  the 
working  of  the  hydraulic  powers,  and  the  development  of  the  paper,  match 
and  sugar  industries  stare  us  in  the  face.  We  are  gasping  for  funds. 
Wo  have  reached  the  highwater  mark  of  direct  and  indirect  taxation. 
At  this  juncture  the  only  solution,  for  these  problems  is  to  put  tire 
linanees  on  a  stable  basis  and  to  begin  a  programme  of  strict  retrench¬ 
ment  extending  over  a  dclinite  period  to  be  suggested  by  a  committee 
tike  tlid  one  proposed  to  be  established  by  this  resolution. 

Sir,  1  have  purposely  used  the  phrase  “further  retrenchment;  ”  in 
my  resolution,  as  we  are  told  that  Government  have  made  all  possible 
retrenchment.  Mr.  George,  when  speaking  about  Mr.  Kunjitomman’s 
’resolution  on  the  first  session  of  the  Council  last  year,  made  certain 
remarks  which  'require  reconsideration.  He  said  : 

“  I  do  not  think  uny  further  substantial'  reduction  dan  bo  made  in  any  deuai'traeu 
without  risk  to  its  offioiunoy.” 

But  at  the  same  time  he  admitted  ; 

“  My  Contention  is  uot  that  thoro  is  absolutely  no  possibility  of  any  retreiiolimenf 
whatsoever..  Wo  can  no  doubt  effoot  some  retrenchment  hero  and  there.  My  position 
is  that  there  is  no  need  to  appoint  a  committee  for  this  purpose  For  making  a  few  re¬ 
ductions  boro  and:thoro,  it  is  not  necessary  ;that  a  committee  should  sit  and  deliberate. 
We  liad  a  Salaries  Committee  which  considered  the  question  in  all  its. aspects,  ” 

This  remark  was  made  only  in  reference  to  the.  retrenchment  in 
salaries  and  allowances.  The  Salaries  Committee  mainly  concerned 
itself  only  with  the  revison  of  salaries  and  not  with  the  question,  of  all¬ 
round  retrenchment  in  public  expenditure  consistent  with  efficiency. 
According  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Salaries  Committee,  though  1,160 
hands  have  been  reduced  by  the  revision  of  salaries,  owing  to  the'  cre¬ 
ation. of -new  appointments,  the  separation  of  Devaswom  from  -  the  Re¬ 
venue  Department  and  departmental  re-organisations,  the  expenditure 
has  increased  to  a  considerable  extent.  ‘  Now  we  spend  37’ 5  per  cent, 
of  our  revenues  on.  salaries  against,  36.5  per  cent,  in  Mysore. 

I  shall  make  a  few .  suggestions  as  to  how  retrenchment  can  be  effected 
in  certain  departments.  "Without  a- close  scrutiny  of  eachdepartment, 
it  will  not  be  possible-  for  anybody  to  suggest  a  detailed  scheme  of  .re¬ 
trenchment.  Take,  for  instance,  the  Revenue. JE^aitiaent  which  was 
performing  judicial,  re  venue,.  Devaswom  and  other  functions.  .In  108  R 
the  expenditure  on  this  department  was  Rs.  5,27,684-  and  in  1097  it 
has  swelled  to  Rs.'  9,85,377,  i.  e.,  by  Rs.  41>  laKhs,  though  Tahsildars 
and  Peishkars  are  divested  of  various- functions.  Including  the  cost 
of  Revenue  Survey  and-  Settlement  the  expenditure  in  1081  wash 
only.  Rs.  7,93;714.  In  1085,  the  total  charges  were  Rs.  7,99,507  and 
the  net  revenue  Rs.  31,86,428.  In  1097,  the  net  revenue  .was  Only. 
Rs.  3.0|  lakhs .  even  though  the  functions  of-  revenue  officers 'were 
considerably  reduced  by  the  constitution  of  the  Maramat  and  Devaswom  . 
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departments  and  by  the  appointment :  of  additional  Stationary' Magi¬ 
strates  and  Devaswom  Assistants.  Before  the  creation  of  the  post  of 
Land  Revenue  Commissioner,  as  the  Dewan  had  to  co-ordinate  the 
work  of  all  revenue  subordinates,  the  Peishkars  had  to  be  invested 
with  large  powers.  Now  the  salary  of  these  revenue  officers  can  be 
further  reduced  and  division  officers  and  Inspectors  can  be  appointed 
on  lesser  salaries  as  in  the  Excise,  Police  and  other  departments.  I  do 
not  say  that  this  reform  can  be  effected  immediately,  but  a  committee 
can  suggest  the  number  of  appointments  and  lix  the  salaries  and  suggest 
a  period  within  which  time  reform  can  be  begun  and  completed. 

In  the  Excise  Department,  a  huge  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  staff 
if  the  number  of  divisions  is  reduced  and  the  work  of  collecting  kist  is 
entrusted  to  the  Revenue  Department  as  is  done  in  the  Madras  Presidency 
and  is  reported  to  be  suggested  by  the  Excise  Conference  recently  bold- 
in  Trivandrum.  In  Madras  the  number  of  Assistant  Excise  Commis¬ 
sioners  was  reduced  from  12  to  9.  In  this  small  State,  we  have  11 
Assistant  Excise  Commissioners  !  Without  imparing  efficiency,  I  think 
the  Nagercoil  and  Salt  Factories  Circles  can  be  amalgamated.  The 
Kayankulam  Circle  may  be  clubbed  together  with  Alleppey  and  Quilon, 
Piravam  may  be  amalgamated  with  Arukutti,  Alwaye  or  Kottayam 
and  the  Devieolam  Division  may  be  completely  abolished.  Three 
Deputy  Commissioners  or  Assistant  Excise  Commissioners  will  be  able 
to  supervise)  the  work  of  the  Inspectors  and  their  subordinates.  I  am 
sure  no  departmental  head  will  agree  to  the  reduction  of  a  single  officer 
as  lie  has  fallen  in  a  groove  from  which  his  steps  cannot  be  deflected. 
If  a  committee  will  enquire  into  the  work  of  each  department  minutely, 
I  think  it  will  be  easy  to  persuade  and  convince  departmental  heads  to 
effect  some  retrenchment  for  the  public  good. 

With  respect  to  the  Forest  Department,  it  is  well-known  that 
we  are  not  getting  any  net  profit  proportionate  to  the  expendi¬ 
ture.  In  1088,  the  expenditure  on  this  department  was  Rs.  7,31,222 
and  the  net  revenue  Rs.  5,42,501.  In  1097,  though  we  spent 
Rs.  9,07,909  on  this  department,  the  net  revenue  that  we  re¬ 
alised  was  Rs,  3,38,800.  Mr,  K.  P.  Raman  Pillai  pointed  out  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  that  the  profit  Which  the  department 
makes  is  1  anna  2  pies  per  cubic  foot,  and  he  remarked  that  it 
was  certainly  a  bad  business  that  we  should  sell  our  timber  of  all 
species  at  an  average  net  profit  of  1  anna  2  pies.  If  the  Forest  Depart¬ 
ment  concerns  itself  only  with  the  conservation  of  reserve  forests  and 
the  resources  thereof, !"and  if  the  illicit  removal  and  felling  of  royal  trees 
outside  the  forest  areas  is  looked  after  by  the  Police,  no  doubt  the  staff 
can  be  considerably  reduced.  If  we  invest  Rs.  10  lakhs  which  we  now 
spend  on  forests  in  a  good  concern,  with  the  profits  arising  therefrom 
we  will  be  able  to  conserve  our  reserves  and  keep  the  whole  establish¬ 
ment  for  purposes  of  conserving  our  resources  without  selling  one  cubic 
foot  of  timber.  A  scheme  ought  to  be  drafted  by  the  proposed  committee 
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in  consultation  with  the  Conservator  of  Forests  to  reduce  expenditure 
and  to  realise  more  income  from  the  sums .  to  be  expended  on  the 
department.  - 

It  is  recognised  by  the  Government  and  the  public  that  the  expendi¬ 
ture  on  education  is  alarmingly  increasing.  By  the  conversion  of 
English  Middle  Schools  into  Anglo-Vernacular  Schools  as  in  Cochin 
and  by  the  abolition  of  Vernacular  Middle  Schools  and  Vernacular  High 
Schools,  it  is  possible  to  reduce  the  number  of  teachers  and  to  curtail  the 
expenditure  on  vernacular  education.  The  Education  Expenditure 
Committee  had  definitely  recommended  that  a  certain  percentage  of 
English  Schools  might  bo  relegated  to  the  management  of  private  bodies 
every  year.  This  scheme  should  be  put  into  actual  practice  and  the 
committee  which  is  proposed  to  be  appointed  may  consider  the  feasi¬ 
bility  of  the  arrangement  and  fix  a  term  within  which'  it  may  be  carried 
out.  I  believe  that,  by  decentralisation  of  powers  in  favour  of  subordi¬ 
nate  officers,  the  post  of  Personal  Assistant  to  the  Director  and  that  of 
the  Inspector  of  English  Schools  may  be  conveniently  abolished.  In  the 
light  of  the  recommendations  of  the  University  Committee,  many 
changes  will  have  to  be  introduced  in  the  educational  system  of  the 
country,  which,  of  course,  must  be  considered  by  a. committee  of  officials 
and  non-officials.^  The  shift  system  in  the  primary  schools'  introduced 
by  Dr.  Paranjpye  in  Bombay  may  be  tried  here  also. 

The  Deygl.QpmeutRepartments  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries,  Indus¬ 
tries  and  Co-Operation  can  be  brought  under  the  supervision  of  a 
single  officer  in  the  State.  In  1097,  a  sum  of  Rs.  63,358  -was 
spent  on  direction  in  the  Industries  Department,  and  Rs.  41,017 
in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  If  these 
departments  are  under  one  Director  and  if  the  subordinates  are 
directed  to  conduct  joint  investigations  and  researches  wherever  neces¬ 
sary  and  if  Co-operative  Societies  are  formed  for  agricultural  and  indust¬ 
rial  purposes  according  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Director,  much 
expenditure  can  be  saved  and  the  working  of  _  the  departments  can  be 
made  more  efficient.  I  am  not  dwelling  at  length  "on  this  topic  as 
Mr.  T.  K;  Vein  Pillai’s  motion  ■  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Development  Departments  is  tabled  for  discussion. 

In  the  Registration  Department  the  revenue  in  1081  was 
Rs.  3,21,388  wlaicFEaslhcreased  to  Rs.  6,58,608  in  1097,  that  is,  by 
Rs.  3,37,950,  while  the  expenditure,  which  in  1081  was  Rs.  1,12,424,  has, 
swelled  up  to  Rs.  2,60,136,  that  is  by  Rs.  1,47,739.  In  Baroda,  Village 
Panchayats  are  asked  to  help  the  Registration  Department.  In  Ceylon, 
High  Court  advocates  and  proctors  are  allowed  to  register  documents. 
It  is  to  be  considered  whethe.r  our  expenditure  on  this  department  can 
be  curtailed  by  following  the  examples  of  Ceylon  and  Baroda. 

I  am. of  opinion  that  the  separation  of  the  Maramat  Department 
from  the  P.  W .  D.  entails  a  waste  of  public  money.  The  Chief  Engineer 
can  depute  airy  caste  Hindu  subordinate  to  look  after  temples  and 
palaces  witlioiit  the  creation  of  a  separate  department.  Though  the 
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Devaswoiu  Department  is  outside  the  province  of  this  Council,  I  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  Government  that  the  constitution  of  Devaswom  committees 
and  the  devolution  of  powers  now  possessed  by  certain  officers  to  the 
committees  will  gradually  curtail  unnecessary  expenditure  and  the 
money  saved  can  be  spent  for  more  useful  purposes. 

About  the  Auchal  Department  the  less  said  the  better.  It  is  a 
perpetual  source  of  loss  to  the  Government.  A  committee  should 
thoroughly  inquire  into  the  working  of  that  department  and  see  whether 
the  expenditure  cannot  bo  made  proportionate  to  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  department.  The  Inoheapo  Committee’s  suggestion  with  re¬ 
gard  to  tire  abolition  of  motor  service  in  the  postal  department  may  be 
considered. 

These  are  only  stray  suggestions  to  show  that  there  is  ample  scope 
for  further  retrenchment  in  the  public  expenditure.  While  I  was  work¬ 
ing  as  a  member  of  the  Press  Committee,  I  came  to  know  that  stationery 
articles  were  not  properly  utilised  in  the  various  departments.  By  stand- 
ardsation  of  forms  and  by  supply  of  suitable  materials,  the  expense  on 
stationery  and  printing'  articles  can  be  minimised.  I  know  that  there 
is  too  much  waste  in  the  Stationery  Department.  It  is  well-known  that 
the  Salaries  Committee’s  superficial  suggestions  about  the  Press  were 
not  helpful  to  effect  retrenchment. 

In  this  connection,  I  like  to  urge  for  the  consideration  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  the  question  of  stores  in  the  various  departments.  •  Dr.  Laksh- 
manan  may  perhaps  be  able  to  enlighten  us  whether  a  good  quantity  of 
the  medicines  and  other  articles  now’  purchased  from  foreign  countries 
cannot  be  manufactured  here  profitably.  The  question  of  stores  in  the 
P.  W.  D.,  I  presume,  will  be  thoroughly  discussed  by  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  purpose.  It  would  bo  belter  to  appoint  a  common 
agency  as  has  been  done  in  Mysore.  This  too  is  a  problem  for  the 
Retrenchment  Committee  to  solve. 

With  regard  to  Medical  and  Sanitary  Departments,  the  Campbell 
Committee  in  Madras  has  made  certain  proposals  which  •  too  deserve 
consideration. 

I  observe  that  a  curious  notion  is  entertained  by  the  other  side  of 
the  House  with  regard  to  the  question  of  salaries.  I' am  not  at  all  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  position  they  take.  But  from  the  standpoint  of  the  tax¬ 
payer,  I  have  to  protest  against  that  principle.  Mr.  George,  in  his 
speech  on  Mr.  Kunjilomman’s  resolution  in  the  first  session  of  the 
Council  in  1098,  compared  the  salaries  of  officers  in  Travaneore  with 
those  obtaining  in  British  India  and  other  Indian  States  and  remarked 
that  after  all  the  salaries  ought  to  depend  a  great  deal  on  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  the  men  entertained  and  the  duties  we  expect  of  them.  He 
fears  that  if  wo  lowered  the  salary  we  would  not  get  the  right  type  of 
men.  He  also  maintains  that  officers  here  should  not  be  paid  far  less 
than  officers  in  Mysore  In  short,  he  argued  that,  for  men  of  the  same 
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qualification,  the  salaries  here  should  not  be  much  lower  than  elsewhere. 
I,  for  niv  part,  demur  to  this  proposition.  First  of  all,  I  believe  that 
salaries,  ought  to  be  fixed  for  posts  and  not  for  men;  When  a  European 
or  other  foreigner  is  appointed  to  a  post,  the  Travancore  Government  are 
prepared  to  pay  a  higher  salary  to  him.  But  if  an  equally  clever  Travail- 
corean  is  entertained  in  service  he  is  given  a  lower  scale.  The  degree  of 
efficiency  and  qualifications  do  not  alone  help  to  determine  the  scales  of 
salary.  The  salaries  of  officers  in  this  Btate  must  entirely  depend  upon 
the  revenue  of  the  Btate  and.  the  standard  of  living  in  the  country.  Wo 
need  not  fear  that,  if  our  salaries  are  less,  our  educated  men  will  not 
come  forward  to  accept  public  service.  We  need  not  enhance  the  salaries 
as  an  allurement  to  our  educated  young  men.  But  if  we  want  to  attract 
foreigners  to  our  service  wc  have  to  give  high  salaries.  Fortunately  we 
are  not  in  dire  need  of  foreigners.  If  we  have  not  competent  officers, 
we  can  train  our  own  men.  I  do  not  understand  the  logic  of  Mr. 
George’s  statement  that  the  officers  in  Travancore  should  get  the  same 
salaries  as  in  Mysore.  What  is  the  annual  revenue  of  the  Mysore  state  ? 
What  is  the  extent  of  the  country  ?  Is  the  standard  of  living  there 
higher  or  lower  than  here  ?  But  we  spend  one  per  cent,  more  of .  our 
revenue  on  salaries  than  in  Mysore.  A  committee  ought  to  fix  certain 
salaries  for  all  posts  in  Government  service  with  reference  to  the 
revenue  of  the  State,  the  responsibilities  of  the  post  and  the  standard  of 
living  obtaining  in  this  country.  If  the  officers  consider  Government' 
service  as  a  profession  and  not  as'  a  service,  they  should  not  be  entitled 
to  any  pension  after  retirement. 

Sir,  for  these  reasons,  I  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  go  into  the  whole  question  of  retrenchment  in  public  expenditure,  for 
the  reduction  of  staff,  for  the  fixation  of  salaries  for  posts,  for  the  amal¬ 
gamation  of  some  departments,  for  decentralisation  of  powers,  and  for 
redistribution  of  duties. 

PRESIDENT :  Is  there  anybody  to  second  the  resolution? 

Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod)  ;  I  second 
the  resolution  inoved  by  Mr.  Madhava  Variar. 
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TRAVANCORE  toiGISLATlVK  COUNCXti.  [1ST  NOVEMBER  1023, 


[Ml1.  S.  Krishna  Aiyar] 

oocrugiTOilaT)(TOcOs>oj|i^o  GStoo?S)tO>o=cfleiOi;o  (mnaiafcaAs'osni  ®i©  <53?osjI 
ciorotaaioasl  Gi-Qjjylctoasio  sin.wyjanrtjiomosi  sd.i^joOo  cusn'ilma  nruojlrrul 
ejaa  o_iaej  aGajocAsaa^o  cOiOCfii^oab  (Yuocoli.oacm!S)o  rarow!aoo@& 
coauiaffiaiaabolao  o.ig\P'oa).>  moeo  ojfiscm^aotihmo. 

PRESIDENT:  How  is  that  relevant  to  the  discussion? 

Mn.  T.  KUMAliA  1*1 1  j  i  j A t  (/Aw  mV/  cum  Vihu'unhnh  :  It  is  more 
wastage  of  public:  money. 

1’UKS.lDlfiNT  :  How  is.it  relevant,  to  the  question  ol1  appointing 
a  retrenchment  committee? 

Mr  T.  KUMAKA.  PILLAI  (Uranid  cmn  Vilamnhd)\  That  is  to 
restrict  the  wastage  of  public  money. 

PRESIDENT:  I  think  there  is  no  connection  between  tin:  two, 
There  may  be  wastage  and  we  ought  to  prevent  it.  But  how  is  it  rele¬ 
vant  to  the  question  in  hand  ? 

Mn.  T.  KUMA1U  PILLAI  (ISranid  cum  Vihtvcudvd) :  If  that 
is  so,  I  am  not  pressing  it. 

sn6Sfi6icY3Qaaa  §ogioo®w6BOo  CGaubsnifflaobolaabo  go|ilclffi6 
Qd0jOffl3lcu(Q3onr)foSlcTOo  «ilcj\ic?)  aocoojQJO(olx>)(03.r,s  q_) c1  c?ioo>faeml caft  ojooqjcm 
C5o®? tol  cifflj  Retrenchment.  Committee  av»  col  walsdJGisnam0  (srergjoaicgj 
caoaerocno  srsioodo  SYoelfgjomiao.^cno. 

PRESIDENT  :  We  will  now  rise  and  meet  again  at  3-20  v.  it 

The  Council  adjourned  for  lunch  at  2-35  i*.  m.  and  reassembled 
at  3-27  r.  u. 

Mn.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAU  (.UVm://.<vmi.  cum  KartiMp.dli) :  Sir, 
both  in  this' Council  and  outside,  I  have  boon  advocating  retrenchment 
for  some  years  now.  I  do  not  propose  going  over  the  same  ground. 
The  illustrations  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  and  Mr. 
Kumara  Pillai  are  enough  to  show  that  there  is  ground  for  the.  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  committee  to  explore  further  avenues  of  retrenchment.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  us  to  make  out  the  linos  on  which  the  retrenchment 
should  be  effected.  We  need  only  convince  the  House  that  further 
retrenchment  is  jumible.  In  this  matter  the  object  of  the  Government 
and  the  non-ollicial  members  of  the  .House,  cannot  but  he  the  same. 
All  of  us  are  against  the  wastage  of  public  funds;  all  of  us  are  for  con¬ 
servation  of  public  funds;  and  all  of  us  want  more  and  more  funds  for 
purposes  of  development,  and  for  enabling  the  people  to  increase 
their  tax-paying  capacity  ;  and  when  the  tax  paying  capacity  is 
increased  the  public  revenues  will  also  increase.  Therefore,  as  I  began 
by  submitting,  as  our  object  is  the  same,  I  believe  there  cannot  be  two 
opinions  on  the  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  the 
purpose. 

No  doubt,  tlic  major  portion  of  the  work  of  the  committee  may 
have  reference  to  salaries  and  allowances  and  a  Salaries  Committee  has 


AVtOlNXMlSiW  OJ?  A  ItEI'iUiNC  kiliiNT  COMMm’Jili. 


201 


already  sat  and  expressed  its  opinions.  But  we  doubt  whether  the 
opinions  of  the  Salaries  Committee  were  not  ex  parte  in  the  matter. 
The  wage-earner  has  hitherto  had  the  privilege  of  dictating  wages.  The 
public  who  were  the  tax-payers  had  not  a  voice  in  the  settlement  of  the 
rate  of  the  salaries  and  other  emoluments  that  are  paid  to  officers. 
Therefore,  the  action  of  the  official  world  hitherto  cannot  but  be  regard¬ 
ed  as  something  like  a  plaintiff  sitting  to  adjudicate  his  own  case. 
We,  on  behalf  of  the  public,  arc  entitled  to  have  our  say  on  what 
salaries  should  bo  paid  or  what  salaries  certain  places  deserve.  The 
evidence  taken  by  tire  Salaries  Committee  too  seems  to  have  been  more 
or  less  from  departmental  officers.  Therefore  I  once  again  say  that  the  . 
public  have  not  been  consulted ;  and  therefore  the  pronouncement  of  the 
Salaries  Committee  cannot  bind  the  public;  and  hence  we  are  entitled 
to  call  upon  the  Government  for  further  exploration  of  all  possible 
avenues  of  retrenchment. 

»  It  has  been  a  standing  complaint  in  our  State  that  the  services  are 
over-manned  and  over-paid.  Mr.  George,  in  his  last  budget  speech, 
referred  to  the  Government’s  solicitude  to  lop  off  ‘unnecessary  branches' 
as  he  put  it-  Mr.  Dhanukoti  Pillai  may  tell  us  that  thinning  is  very 
necessary  for  the  health  of  the  remaining  survivors  in  a  forest.  Tor  the 
health  generally  of  the  official  world,  a  little  reduction  of  fat  also  may 
be  necessary  and  may  be  useful  towards  greater  strength  and  greater 
efficiency.  When,  therefore,  we  talk  of  fewer  appointments  and  less 
salaries,  we  do  not  say  it  must  be  .at  the  sacrifice  of  efficiency.  But, 
keeping  the  fetish  of  efficiency  in  our  mind,  there  may  yet  be 
avenues  for  further  exploration' ;  and  as  the  object  in  all  these  cases  is 
one  and  the  same,  as  we  cannot  have  two  opinions  on  the  subject,  I 
commend  the  proposition  to  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to  Govern¬ 
ment)  :  Sir,  before  discussing  the  question  as  to  whether  any  further 
retrenchment  is  possible  or  not,  it  may  be  useful  to  examine  how  wc 
stand  financially  at  present  compared  with  the  previous  years.  When 
Mr.  Tariatu  Kunji  Tomman’s  resolution  was  discussed  at  the  last 
Medam  session  of  this  Council,  Mr.  George,  the  Financial  Secretary 
to  Government,  quoted  certain  figures  to  show  the  percentages  of  ex¬ 
penditure  under  Salaries  and  Establishment  in  proportion  to  the  gross 
revenue  of  the  State.  Up  to  the  end  of  1097,  according  to  tho  system 
of  accounting  then  followed,  all  refunds  and  drawbacks,  the  work¬ 
ing  expenses  of  the  Anchal  Department,  of  the  Kodayar  Irrigation 
project,  and  tho  loss  on  account  of  the  working  of  the  Shencottah-Quilon 
Bailway  were  being  shown  on  the  expenditure  side.  But,  from  the  year 
1098,  these  items  are  being  deducted  from  the  receipt  side,  and  the  net 
receipts  only,  so  far  as  the  above  heads  are  concerned,  are  shown  on  that 
side  of  the  budget.  This  fact  should  be  borne  in  mind,  when  compari¬ 
sons  are  instituted  in  respect  of  the  gross  receipts  or  gross  expenditure 
of  the  current  year  with  the  previous  years  or  in  comparing  the  per¬ 
centage  of  expenditure  on  salaries,  allowances,  contingencies,  etc.,  of  the 
current  year  with  those  of  the  previous  years,  According  to  the  above 
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principle  of  calculation,  the  gross  budgeted  expenditure  of  1099  has  to 
be  taken  for  purposes  of  comparison  at  Its.  203  lakhs,  the’  receipts  of  the 
year  being'  Its.  210  lakhs. 

Expenditure  mi  departments  -may  be  broadly  classified  into .  five 
distinct,  groups  as  follows  : — 

(u,\  .Expenditure  which  is  of  the  nature  of  either  treaty  or  legal 
obligations  or  which  conies  tinder  the  class  of  inevitable  payments. 

(d)  Do.  under  salaries  and  establishment. 

{'■)  Do.  under  travelling  allowances, 

('/)  Do.  under  office  contingencies  and  supplies  arid 

services,  and 

is)  Other  expenditure  not  covered  by  tile  above. 

Out  of  the  allotment  of  Its.  208  lakhs  for  1090  referred  to  above,  ap 
expenditure  to  the  extent  of  Its.  GO  lakhs  comes  under  Class  A,  being  of 
the  nature  of  either  Treaty  or  legal  obligations  or  of  inevitable  pay¬ 
ments.  The  items  included  in  the  above  category  are  subsidy,  sinking 
fund,  Palace,  panivagai,  H.  K.  The  Maha  Raja’s  Tours  outside  the 
State,  -political  and  other  pensions,  Devaswom  contribution,  railway- 
loss,  interest  charges,  refunds  and  compensations,  M'urajapam,  and 
grants  to  Sripaudaravagai  and  private  temples.  It  may  be  stated  that 
no  retrenchment  is  possible  so  far  as  the  above  specific  items  are  con¬ 
cerned. 

As  regards  Group  B,  the  allotment  sanctioned  under  Salaries  and 
Establishment  amounts  to  Ite.  80  lakhs,  which  works  out  at  the  rate  of 
38*4  per  cent,  of  the  gross  expenditure.  It  has  already  beeh  •  stated  be¬ 
fore  tins  Council  that  the  net  extni  cost  on  account  of  the  revision  of 
salaries  amounted  to  nearly  Us.  8  lakhs.  The  amount  of  scarcity  allow¬ 
ance  that  was  being  paid  priorto  the  recent  reorganisation  was  Rs,  5$ 
lakhs  and  the  re-organisations  have  resulted  in  an  extra  cost  of  Its.  ‘2-if 
lakhs  over  and  above  the  scarcity  allowance.  The  reasons  which  in¬ 
duced  the  Government  to  reorganise  the  services  such  as  the  rise  in  prices 
and  wages,  non-official  opinion  as  reflected  in  this  Council,  the  Sri 
Mulam  Popular  Assembly  and  in  the  public  platforms  and  the  press, 
etc.,  are  detailed  in  Chapter.  II  of  the  report  of  the  Salaries  Committee — 
a  committee  which  consisted  of  officials  and  non-offieial  members  of  the 
old  J  legislative  Council.  One  of  the  references  to  the  Salaries  Committee 
was  to  consider  and  make  recommendations  as  to  the  extent  if  any  to 
which  tiie  existing  staff  could  be  reduced.  The  committee  considered  not 
only  the  question  of  salaries  and  allowances  of  officers  drawing  Rs.  150  arid 
below  but  also  considered  the  question  of  retrenchments  in  respect  of  ap¬ 
pointments  carrying  a  salary  of  more  than  Rs.  150.  In  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  oi  the  Salaries  Committee,  the  Government  have  also 
reduced  the  number  of  appointments  above  Its.  150,  so  far  as  they  could, 
(xnisi.sl.ont  with  efficiency  and  the  needs  of  a  progressive  administration. 
The  total  number  of  appointments  thus  reduced  both  in  the' higher 
and  low  er  ranks  ol'  the  service  amounted  to  11(50  gazetted  staff '6'5, 


APPOINTMENT  i)J?  A  nBTRRKC'UMKNt  COMMITTEE,  203 

executive  subordinates  247,  ministerial  staff- 45.1  and  menial  staff  397. 
This  itself  has  caused  a  serious  dislocation  in  the  services, .from  the  effects 
of  which  there  has  not  been  sufficient  time  to  recover.  As  the  subject 
of  salaries  and  allowances  has  very  recently  been  considered  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  officials  and  non-officials,  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  appoint. at 
present  an  all-embracing  committee  like  the.  retrenchment  committee 
proposed  by  the  mover  to  consider  the  same  over  again. 

Mb.  M.  It.  MADITAV A  VAEIAE  {Ohemjammr  cum  Pnllamm- 
titta):  Not  the  same  ;  not  a  committee  on  salaries.  . 

Mr.  E.  NILAKA  NBA  HLLAI  (Ay.  Financial  Secretary  to  Govern¬ 
ment)  :  I  lrnvc  first  of  all  dealt  with  inevitable  payments.  I  am  now 
speaking;  only  of  salaries  and  allowances. 

The.  Government  have  always  in  view  the  question  of  retrenchment, 
consistent  with  efficiency,  and  the  following  retrenchments  effected  after 
the  re-organisations  in  the  various  departments,  may  he  cited  as  illus¬ 
trations  : — 

(1)  The  allowance,  of  the  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies 
has  been  reduced  from  Bs.  1150  to  100  per  mensem. 

(2)  The  Stationary  Magistrate’s  Court  at  Paravur  was  abolished. 

(8)  The  scale  of  pay  of  the  Inspector  of  English  Schools  has 

been  reduced  from  B. -Its,  400-750 -to  S.  Bs.  -100-500. 

(4)  The  pay.  of  the  appointment  of  Commissioner,  Devicolam, 
was  original! v  Bs.  700,  It  has  now  been  revised  and  fixed  at  Bs.  500- 
700. 

(5)  The  appointment  of  the  Oil  Assistant  has-been  abolished. 

(6)  The  scale  of  pay  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  has  been  reduced 
from  Rs.  1,200-1,400  and  fixed  at  Bs.  1,200  per  mensem. 

(71  The  scale,  of  pay  of  the  Medical  Officer,  Navay  Brigade,  has 

been  reduced  from  B.  Rs.  800-1,000  to  Bs.  (500-7  50- 

(8)  The  scale,  of  pay  of  the  Professors,  of  .H.  H.  The  Maha  Raja’s 
College,  has  been  .reduced  from  B.Rs.  400-750  to  S.  Rs.  300-700. 

The -question  of  reducing  the  number  of  clerks  and  peons  in  the 
office -of  *th‘e  Registrar  of  Joint  Stock  Companies'  is  engaging  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Government;  I 

In  this  connection,  J  admit  that retrenchments  are  possible  here 
and  there  ;  but  they  can  be  effected  only  when  suitable  opportunities'  occur 
audit -.is- doubtful  whether,  a;  committee  as  suggested  by  the.  mover 
would-be  in  ^position  to. effect  any- immediate,  retrenchments. 

Coming  now  to  Group  C;  rix.,  the  allotment  for  travelling  allow¬ 
ances,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  present  proportion  In  relation  to  the 
gross:  expenditure  works  up  to  2' 07  per  cent.  It- was  2'10  in  1092,  2’05 
in  1093,  2-00  -in  1094,-  l'94in  1095,  I’9G  in  1096,  2'07  in  1097  and ’2T4 
in  1098.  It  will  be  clearly  seen  that  the  percentage  under  travelling 
allowances  during  the  current  year  is  lower  than -in  past  years,  in  spite 
of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  officers  like  experts  and  officers  whq 
have-  to  travel  all'over  the  State,  on  account  of  the  expansion  of  tbeyaft- 
0US  Development'-  .Departments  in  the -State.  The  questioa. of- reducing 
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the  amounts  in  tlie  existing  rates  of  travelling'  allowances  is  still  en¬ 
gaging  the  earnest  attention  of  Government.  " 

As  regards  Group  D,  vh.,  expenditure  under  office  contingencies 
and  supplies  and  services,  the  percentage  “at  present  is  10'7,  the  lowest 
on  record  during  recent  veal’s,  except  that  in  1093  when  the  percentage 
was  10  only.  The  percentage  from  1087  to  1089  was  about  12; 
in  1094  it  was  1ST  and  in  1097  itwas.U'-d.  Prom  the  above  figures, 
it  will  bo  aeon  that  the  allotment,  under  office  contingencies  in  1099  is 
lower  now  than  in  recent,  years  and  steady  efforts  are  being  nin.de  to 
reduce  it  still  further. 

With  regard  to  Group  E,  •/>/.?.,  expenditure  not,  coming  under  the 
categories  dealt  with  above,  it  may  bo  stated  that  the  total  budgeted 
allotment  for  1099  is  Its  41 .[  lakhs.  The.  items  comprising  the  above 
groups  are  discount  on  sale  of  stamps  (Its.  44,000).  grants-in-aid  to 
schools,  stipends  and  examination  charges  (Rs.  9  lakhs),  grants  to  in-' 
diistrial  schools  (Rs.  1(3,000),  grants  for  medical  purposes  (Rs.  41,000), 
P.  W.  I).  Works  and  tools  and  plant  (Rs.  22J  lakhs),  maramat 
works  (Rs.  2  lakhs),  expenditure  on  irrigation  (Rs.  1  lakh)  and  forest 
conservancy  and  works  (Rs.  f>.[  lakhs). 

The  rate  of  discount  on  sale  of  stamps  was  reduced  only  recently. 
T  do  not  think  that  the  Council  would  seriously  contend  that  expenditure 
on  the  other  items  mentioned,  which  conduce  to  the  moral  and  material 
well-being  of  the  people,  should  be  reduced.  Indeed  the  complaint  is 
that,  we  do  not  spend  enough  in  these  directions. 

Thus  it  will  bo  seen  that  further  retrenchment  is  not  possible  in 
respect  of  several  items  of  expenditure  consistent  with  efficiency,  and 
that,  wherever  possible,  retrenchments  arc  being  effected  by  Govern¬ 
ment  either  on  their  own  initiative  or  as  the  result  of  the  suggestions 
made  by  the  Finance  Committee  or  of  the  discussions  in  this  Council 
and  the  Popular  Assembly.  Mr.  M.  R.  Madhava  Yariar  has  made  re¬ 
ference  to  the  shift  system  in  education  and  the  handing  of  English 
schools  to  private  agencies.  These  are  all  good  suggestions  and  it  is  for 
the  departmental  officer's  to  work  them  up.  It  is  doubtful  whether  a 
retrenchment  committee  would  be  able  to  help  them. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghenffannur  cum  Pattamm- 
litta):  Can  they  not  understand  these  things  '> 

Mu.  R.  NI.1jAKAN.DA  PILLAI  (/Iff.  Financial  Secretary  to 
Government):  That  is  not  the  point.  So  far  as  Government  are  concerned, 
they  have  already  passed  orders  that  the  departmental  schools  can  be 
handed  over  to  private  agencies,  and  it  is  for  the  private  agencies 
to  come  up  and  take  charge  of  them,  and  a  committee  is  not  necessary 
for  tire  purpose.  It  is,  after  all,  doubtful  whether  an  all-embracing  and 
general  committee,  as  contemplated  by  the  mover,  consisting  of  officials 
and  non-officials  wh  o  may  not  he  expected  tobe  familiar  with  the  technique 
of  such  widely  divergent  departments  as  the  Medical,  Engineering,  In¬ 
dustry,  Agriculture,  Forest,  etc.,  could  make  recommendations  which 
can  he  readily  accepted  without  challenge  and  acted  upon.  . 
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Reference  has  been  made  on  a  previous  occasion  to  the  retrench¬ 
ment  committee  appointed  in  Mysore.  This  committee,  known  as  the 
Special  Finance  Committee,  was  appointed  in  February  1922  at  a  time 
when  the  Mysore  Government  had  to  meet  a  heavy  deficit  of  about 
42  lakhs,  practically  representing  the  Interest  and  sinking  fund-charges 
on  the  rupee  loans  of  about  Rs.  335  lakhs,  contracted  during  the  two  years 
immediately  preceding,  chiefly  for  financing  capital  works  such  as  the 
Krishnonja  Sugar  a  and  the  Bhadravati  Iron  Works.  Besides,  the  Mysore 
Government,  had  to  sell  away  securities  to  the  extent  of  Rs.  .144  lakhs 
pertaining  to  their  surplus  investments,  to  finance  the  capital  works  re¬ 
ferred  to  above.  Fortunately  for  us,  we  have  made  sufficient  provision 
for  our  sinking  funds  and  they  are  all  invested  in  gilt-edged  securities ; 
our  surplus  investments  remain  intact;  we  have  not  to  face  deficit  budgets 
and  our  Government  balance  is  expected  to  amount  to  Rs.  72  lakhs 
at  the  close  of  1099.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  may  safely  be 
sjtated  that  the  state  of  affairs  that  prevailed  in  Mysore  prior  to  the  for¬ 
mation  of  the  retrenchment  committee  does  not  exist  in  Travancore  at 
present.  The  Dewan  of  Mysore  in  his  Add  ress  at  the  recent  Dasara 
session  of  tire  Mysore  Representative  Assembly  has  stated  that  the 
essential  factors  which  ensure  complete  financial  stability  are:  (!)  a 
balanced  revenue  budget ;  (2)  provision  of  funds  for  continuous  develop¬ 
ment  operations  according  to  the  declared  policy  of  Government ;  and 
(3)  maintenance  of  an  adequate,  reserve  for  meeting  all  liabilities  that 
should  reasonably  be  anticipated.  I  may  state  that  all  these  conditions 
which  ensure  the  financial  stability  of  a  State  do  exist  in  Travancore. 
Incidentally  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Mysore  Government  itself 
was  not  .in  a  position  to  carry  out  several  of  the  recommendations  of  the 
.Finance  Committee.  The  committee  wanted  that  the  Bhadravati  Project 
should  not  be  pushed  through;  but  the  Government  had  to  order  other¬ 
wise  in  spite  of  the  committee’s  opinion  to  the.  contrary. 

Again  it  has  been  suggested  that  a  committee  similar  to  the  Inch- 
cape  Committee  should  be  appointed  in  Travancore  to  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  about  retrenchments.  I  must  repeat  that  the  conditions  which  existed 
in  British  India  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Inchcape  Committee  do  not 
exist  in  Travancore .  The  Inchcape  Committee  was  appointed  at  a  time 
when  the.  Government  of  India  had  to  face  heavy  uncovered  deficits. 
Their  military  expenditure  had  gone  up  from  £9|  crores  of  rupees  in 
1913-14  to  nearly  71,  crores  of  rupees  in  1922-23,  and  the  appointment  of  , 
a  committee  was  therefore  inevitable.  The  retrenchments  proposed  by 
the  committee  amounted  to  19i  crores  of  rupees.  But  the  Government 
of  India  were  able  to  effect  retrenchments  only  to.  the  extent  of  12i|  crores 
of  rupees.  Even  after  carrying  out  all  the  possible  recommendations, 
of  the  Inchcape  Committee  in  the  budget  of  1923-24,  the  uncovered 
deficit  amounted  to  Rs.  4£  crores  which  had  to  be  ■  covered  by  the 
imposition  of  an  enhanced  duty  on  salt.  In  this  connection  I  may  state 
that  some  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Inchcape  Committee  .have 
been  severely  criticised  as  unworkable  in.  various,  authoritative 
quarters.  As  an  instance,  the  following  extract  .from  .  the  speech  of  .. 


1'B.WAxtmK  u'.«isr<AT.ivK-  coivnciij.  [Isa'  Novbmmsh  19*23. 
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Mr.  Colvru,  President  of. the.  Bail  way  Conference  which  .sat  at  Simla, 
a  few  (lays  ago,  may  be.  quoted:1 


«  Home  «.t  (Ho  Mg..  .»«..<«  used  In- I, ho  Inch.mpo  Report  coul.1  well  ho  questioned. 
Vnr  example,  it  woo stated  in  the  report-  that  while  the  «took.o£  waggons  had  gone  up 
siueo  per  ocm,  the  to. mago  convoyed  in  any  year  subsequent  to  19H  was  only 


made  at  nho  expense  of  the  inm-roman.-nitm-  linos.  This  particular  provision  moat  have 
caused  considerable  anxiety  among  the  agents  of  such  linos  and  their  relief  must  have  been 
great  when  they  discovered  thattho  Government  in  allocating  the  reductions  between  tlu> 
different  railways  had  apparently  disagreed  with  flm  roominncndalions  of  the  oommit- 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that. some  of  the  recommendations 
of  the  Inch cape  Committee  were  found  to  be  impracticable  in  actual 
working  and  that  the  Government  of  India,  however  anxious  they  might 
be,  were  not  in  a  position  to  give  effect  to  several  of  them. 

The  appointment  of  a- committee- like  the  one  suggested  by  the 
mover  is  not  a  panacea  for  all  evils.  Even  if  such  a  committee  bo 
appointed,  it  may  be  quite  possible  for  the  heads  of  •  departments  to 
convince  the  committee  thHt'not  only  should  the  existing  grants  should 
be  not  reduced  but  that  they  ought  to  be  doubled.  Again,  retrenchment 
committees  should  not' be  appointed  except  as  a  last  resource.  They 
have  a  tendency  to  shift  responsibility  ■  from  the  proper  shoulders  and 
complicate,  issues  which  are  at 'present  reasonably  simple.  The  machi¬ 
nery  of  administration  is  not  built  up  in  a  day,  and  if  we  wish  to  modify 
ami  simplify  it,  our  action  must  be  steady,  well-considered  and  gradual. 
Sudden  retrenchments  hardly  ever  result'  in -permanent  economy  and  the- 
difficulties  attending  them  arc  particularly  great; 

Mu.  M.  It.  MADHAVA.  VARIAIt  (0}ueng.a>mur  enna  Paff-ftraa;-- 
litin  1  :  Have  I  said  that  a  sudden  re.trenehment  should  be- made.?' 

Mr,.  U.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ac/.  Financial  Secretary  to 
(iut'entnnil)  :  Of  course,  when  the  committee  is  appointed,  they  will' 
naturally  recommend  a  sudden  retrenchment. 
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In  the  course  of  the  debate  in  Parliament  oil  the  report  of  the 
Gcddes  Committee  regarding  the  Munitions  Department,  it  was  stated 
that  the  committee  had  found  titoeto  examine  only  It  .per-  cent,  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure  and  that  if  they  proposed  to  examine  the  remaining  97  per  cent, 
at  the  same  rate,  it  wohid1  take  there  the  rest  of  their  lives.  A  committee 
not  consisting  of  experts  acquainted- with  the  technique  of  one -and  all 
the  departments  dealt  with  could  not  be  expected  to  make  effective. 
■Suggestions for  retrenchment.  Each  department,  and  sometimes  even 

■  each  branch  thereof,,  requires  a  very  patient  and  a* very  thorough  study, 
and  a  general  and  all-embracing  committee  of  the  sort  which  the  mover 
suggests  cannot  be  expected  to  do  the  work  efficiently  within  a  reason¬ 
able  -time.  -The  work  of  the  Salaries  Committee  has  been-  characterised 
by  the  mover  as  unsatisfactory.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  work  of  a 
Betrenchment  Committee  that  may' be  appointed  by  this  Council-may 

'bo  questioned  by -another  Council.  Government,  -as -we  are  aware, 
-have  been  appointing  committees  to  study  and  report  on  the  working  of 
individual  institutions  such  as  the  Government  Press  and  the  P.  W.  D. 
■Workshops,  when  the  necessity  for  them  is  made  out.  >  If  any  good  is  to 
come  out  of  a  committee  for  retrenchment,  it  can  be  expected- to  come 
out  of  only  such  committees. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  beg  to  oppose  the  resolution.  • 

■Mr.  Madhava  Variar  said  that  lMiv  George  had-made-a  statement  at . 
the  Medam  session  of  this  Council -that,  officers  here'  should  not  bo-  paid 
less  than  officers  in  the  Mysore  service.  I  may  point'  out  that 
'  Mr.  •  George  Aid  hot  say  that  the  officers  here  should  be  paid  at -  the 
same  rate  as  the  officers  in -Mysore-  .  .. 

.Mb.  M.  II.  MADHAVA  VARIAK  (Oheuytmnur  cum  Faltana.-n- 
titii) :  T  was  quoting  him. 

■Mr.  'll.  NILAKANDA  PILDAI  ,  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to 
Government)'.  I  am  also  quoting  'him.  My  object  is  to  show  that  the 
officers  here  are  not  overpaid  and  that  the  cost  of  the  superior  service  is 
'not  excessive.  If  Mr.  Madhava’ Variar  Wants  information  about  the 
salaries  of  officers  in  Mysore,  I  can- very  well  give  him  the  information. 
Any  how  it  is  not  relevant  here. 

-  Mb,  .  -N.  PADM-ANABHA  PILLAI  (Karntuujajmlli) :  May  I  ask 
whether  a  good  deal  of  outlay  is  not  necessary  in  the  immediate  future 
in- view  of  the  extension  of  railways,  the  establishment  of  a  University, 
and  also  of  the  Coohin  Harbour  7. 

•Mb.  li.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag,  Financial  Secretary,  to 
'Govern  neat) :  I  may  say  that  the  outlay  on  capital  works  is  generally 
^-financed  out  of  loan  funds, 

•  ‘Mb.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  '  {Unoatliiptaha)'.  c/oc mg 
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cooiiisniaaoiiolaD  c£bl|OD(g  ojaexo  (lyacnJCasoDe&ioaocoilffllceasiaonoaa. 
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•  MiJEfe  T.  K,  VBiEiU  PILLAI  ^Tnoandrumcwn  Nedusnangati)-.  Sir, 

I  have  been  closely  listening  to  the  interesting  and  learned  speeqh  of 
Mr.  Nilakanda  Pillai  on  behalf  of  the  Government.  I  congratulate  him  on 
tlie  ability  with  which  he  has  delivered  the  speech  which  com¬ 
pares  favourably  with  the  very  clever  speeches  of  his  predecessor, 
Mr.  George.  But,  Sir,  I  should  like  to  sdy  without  giving  any  offence  f 
to  anybody,  that  the  sentiments  expressed  in  that  speech,  made  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  (jovernment,  the  opinion  about  the  capacity  of  the  members 
of  this  House,  the  capacity  of  the  mixed  committee  of  officials  and  non- 
officials,  is  such  as  will  induce' the  very  paving  stones  of  this  House  to 
raise  their  voice  of  protest.  Mr.  Nilakanda  Pillai  has  observed  that  re¬ 
trenchment  is  not  the  panacea  for  all  evils.  My  friend  Mr.  Madhava 
Variar  knows  that  as  well  as  the  Financial  Secretary.  It  was  also  men¬ 
tioned  that  some  of  these  departments  are  so  technical  that  a  committee, 
of  officials  and  non-officials  could  not  be  expected  to.  grapple  with  the 
questions  connected  with  them  successfully.  # 

PKESIDENT  :  I  do  not  th.inkho  said  that.  'Ho1  said  that  the 
work  could  not  bo  done  by-  a  committee  of  officials  and  non-officials' ' 
within  reasonable  time. 
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Mr.  T.lv.  VBLU  PILL AI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nechmmg'acl ):  Sr, 
if  some  Account  Officer  of  the  Government  or  the  heads  of  particular  de-' 
partments  are  able  to  evolve  schemes  to  ventilate  their  views  and  induce 
the  Government  to  give  sanction  to  them  within  a  reasonable  time.  .  I 
think  this  House  and’a  committee  of  officials  and  non-Offieials  are  very 
much  more  competent  to  do  so.  My  friend  is  a  student  of  history,  and  as 
a  student  he  has  won  distinction.  He  will  remember  that  very  much 
more  technical  subjects  and  very  much  more  difficult  things  are  dis¬ 
cussed  and  decided  by  democratic  assemblies  such  as  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons.  The  argument,  therefore,  that,  because  these  matters  are  techni¬ 
cal,  no  good  will  be  achieved  by  the  appointment  of- committees  of 
officials  and  non-officials  cannot  carry  conviction  to  any  one  on  this  side 
of  the  House. 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  not  what  he  said.  - 

Mil.  T.  K.  YELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  ovcmNcdimangad) :  .  I 
beg  to  say,  Sir,  that  there  have  been  observations  to  that  effect  in  his 
speech. 

PRESIDENT:  He  has  got  the  manuscript  of  his  speech.  It 
can  be  read  even  now.  .  . 

Mr.  T.  K.  VSLU  PILLAI  KPrivmdmm  cum.  Nedu/iumgad)^ 
Mr.  Nilakanda  Pillai  may  be  asked  to  read  that  particular  portion  of  bis 
speech.  ■ 

Mr.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  {Ag.  Financial  Semtary  to 
Government)',  :  .  . 

“Enoh  department,  and  sometimes  even  branches  thereof,  requires  ft  very  patient 
and  ft  very  thorough  study  and  a  general  and  all-embracing  lOommittee  of  the  'sort  which 
the  mover  Suggests  cannot  be  expected  to  do' the  work  .  efficiently  within,  a  reasonable 
time".  '  ,  .  -  . 

Mr.  T.  K.  YBLTJ  "P-ILLAI  '(Trivdn&twn  cum  Nediwianmay. 

That  is  in  effect  what  I  said.  Mr.  Nilakanda  Pillai  said  something 
about  technique.  I  wish  to  hear  that  portion  also  read. 

Mr.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  {Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to 
Government ) :  Probably  in  another  connection.  I  will  read  that  also. 

“It  is  after  all  doubtful  whether  an  all-embracing  and  general. committee, as  con- 
tflfeilptea  by  tlio.  mover,  consisting  of  officials  and  non-officials,,  who  may  not 
he-;&{)hdteS-  to  bo  familiar  with  the  technique  ot  such  widely  divergent  departments 
ns  tho  :Mbdioal*  ISjagitoeeritog,  Induitryi  Agriculture,  Forest,  etc,)  could  niako  recommendft' 
tionswfiiohoan  be  rea^iy  accented  without  ohallenge.” 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) :  Sir, 
that  is  exactly  how  l  have  been  construing  his  words.  The  Financial 
Secretary  fears  that  the  committee  ,-Will  not  be  able  to'  master  .these 
technicalities  within  a  'reasonable  time.  . 

Me.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  {Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to 
Government)  :  I  did  not  say  so.  .1  said  subject  to  qualifications.  I  said 
that  they  could  not  make  recommendations  which  could  be  readily  ac¬ 
cepted  without  challenge. 

Mr.  T.  K.  YELU  PILLAI  (Trtvamlrimvxm  Nedmumgad) : .  I  did 
not  say  that  Government  should  accept  the  recommendations  of  any 
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committee  -without  challenge.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  sacred  fun¬ 
ction  of  Government  to  consider  the  question  carefully,  to  view  the  vari¬ 
ous  aspects  of  the  question  noth  with  regard  to  the  principles  and  the 
details  and  then  come  to  a  conclusion.  I  never  for  a  moment  suggested 
that  because  a  committee  sits  and  . decides  any  matter,  the  Government 
should  unhesitatingly  follow  the  recommendations  of  that  committee.  I 
must  say  that  there  are  members  on  this  side  of  the  House  and  outside 
the  House  who  have  been  studying  public  questions  with  a  mastery  which 
it  will  be  very  profitable  to  the  Government,. if  made  use  of.  I  think  a 
committee  of  this  description  will  he  able  to  understand  the  whole  ques¬ 
tion  without  bias  to  departmental  technique.  Such  a  committee  will 
certainly  be  helpful  to  Government.  Many  of  .the  reforms  whethor-siig- 
gested  by  the  Salaries  Committee  or  not  and  eventually  carried  out  by 
Government,  whether  in  the  imposition  of  duties  or  levy  of  income-tax, 
had  been  suggested  by  non-official  gentlemen  whether  in  die  Council  or 
•in  the  Assembly.  I  should  therefore  advise  my  friend  Mr.  Nilakanda  Filial 
to  consider  this  question  very  carefully  and  believe  that,  if. he  wanted 
guidance,  if  he  wanted  any  kind  of  advice,  he  could  never  get  better  help 
than  from  a  committee  like  the  one  suggested  by  Mr,  Madhava  Variar. 

But,  while  accepting  Mr.  Madhava  Yariar’s  proposition,  I  want  to 
go  a  little  further  than  that,  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  has  given  a  good 
many  figures  and  these  have  been  supplemented  by  the  veteran 
statistician  on  this  side  of  the  House,  Mr.  Kmnara  Pillai,  and  also  ampli¬ 
fied  by  my  friend  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar.  These  figures  show  that  there 
has.  been  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  all  of  us  that  much  of  the  tax-payers’ 
money  is  spent  on  unsubstantial  •  things  and  distributed  by  way  of 
salaries  to  officers  and  contingencies  and  other  allowances.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  think  that  the  function  of  Government  is  not  retrenchment 
alone.  I  want  the  Travancore  Government  to  phsh  forward  its  nation- 
.  building  activities  which  are  the  legitimate  functions  of  the  State. 
Now  these  •  non-officials  also  have  been  studying  these  larger  pro¬ 
blems  and  they  will  be  able  to  give  constructive  ideas  of  -  increas¬ 
ing  our  revenues.  I  want  our  income  to  be  increased,  I -shall  not 
describe  the  method  of  work  .in  detail.  I  shall  make  only  a  sug¬ 
gestion  or  two.  Take  the,  case  of  rubber  for  .example.  The  rubber 
exported  may  surely  pay  something  in  the  shape  of  duty.  I  would 
refer  to  the  question  of  the  Intel-portal  Convention  and  the’ques- 
tion  suggested  by  the  Deputy  President  during  the  last  session  of  this 
council  that  the  natural  resources  of  Travancore  should  bo  tapped  in  all 
possible  ways,  Therefore,  Sir,  I  maintain  that  if  the  people  will  only 
think  in  broad  lines,  if  they  will  profit,  by  the  opinion  of  .people  of  other 
countries  and  of  Travancore,  certainly  our  income  can  be  increased  to  a 
considerable  extent ;  and  after  increasing  that  income  we  can  devote 
that  money  to  all  matters  that .  can  make  the  Government  useful  to 
the  subjects.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  think  that  Mr.  Madhava  Variar’s  propo¬ 
sition  Should  be  extended  to  cover  not  merely  the  question  of  retrench¬ 
ment  but  also  matters  the  decision  of  which  will  enable  the  Government 
t-o  increase  their  income. 


APPOINTMENT  OP  A  nETaENCHMBNT  COMMITTEE.  213 

I  wish  to  observe  that  for  several  years  past  the  Travanoore  Govern¬ 
ment  have  been  spending  money  on  recommendations  by  the  heads  of 
departments  though  in  perfect  good  faith ;  but  these  heads  of  departments 
who  are  responsible  for  certain  revenues  used  to  tell  the  Government 
that,  unless  an  array  of  oflicers  was  created,  revenue  would  be  lost.  And 
Government  used  to  accept  these  suggestions  and  have  been  increasing 
the  number  and  salary  of  these  officers.  Government  have  no  doubt 
been  good  enough  latterly  to  take  ns  also  into  confidence  and  to  accept 
our  suggestions  made’  in  this  Council  relating  to  salaries  and  other 
matters.  But,  there  is  nothing  like  a  general  policy,  nothing  like  a  gene¬ 
ral  scheme.  Government  should  first  prepare  a  statement  showing  how 
we  stand  in  matters  of  finance,  how  to  tap  our  resources,  how  to  increase 
the  revenue,  and  how  to  make  more  equitable  distribution  of  our  resou¬ 
rces.  All  these  are  important  documents  that  have  to  be  prepared, 
and  of  which  a  report  should  be  published  by  a  very  competent  officer  or 
by  a  committee.  Having  done  th.at,  it  will  be  time  to  take  up  the  whole 
question  in  order  that  the  proposal  may  be  placed  before  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja,  so  that  in  future  it  is  only  those 
suggestions  which  are  productive  of  good  to  the  country  at  large  and 
which  have  been  accepted  by  a  competent  committee  of  this  nature  that 
will  be  put  into  force.  This  will  be  an  inducement  to  the  people  to 
continue  to  work  even  better  than  they  are  doing— I  mean  both  the 
officials  and  non-officials — and  the  country  will  be  satisfied  that  the 
money  taken  from  the  people  is  utilised  for  proper  purposes.  There¬ 
fore,  Sir,  I.  request  Mr.  Madlrava  ■  Vari'ar  to  extend  the  scope  of  the 
committee,  in  which  case  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  support  him. 

Mb.  M.  EAJA  RAJ  A  VARMA  (Beoamoom  Commissioner):  Sir, 
in  the  first  place  I  should  like  to  take  exception  to  the  remarks  made  by 
my  friend  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Salaries 
Committee.  He  characterised  the  work  of  the  Salaries  Committee  as 
superficial.  . 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  {Chengamnir  cum  Patanamtitta): ' 
Only  in  regard  to  the  Government  Press. 

••>£  Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  'VABMA-  '(Deammom  Commismner)  : 
T  did  not  understand  that  he  referred  only  to  the  Government  Press. 

I  simply  wanted  to  take  exception  if  it  were  made  as  a  general  remark. 
As  regards  the  Gbytamient  Press,  I  may  also  say  that  that  question  of 
the  Government  Press  has  been  considered  not  only  by  the  Salaries 
Committee  but  also  by  the  Efficiency  Audit  Officer.  It  was  one  of  those 
institutions  he  inspected  and  in  respect  of  which  the. opinion  of  the  Effici¬ 
ency  Audit  Officer  was  taken  into  consideration.  He  had  made  sugges¬ 
tions  to  Government  in  regard  to  how  reduction  must  be  made  and  how 
the  institution  should  be  worked.  So  far  as  I  have  understood  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  issued  from  the  Government,  most  of  the  suggestions  made  by 
the  Efficiency  Audit  Officer  have  been  adopted.  The  only  question  before 
the  Salaries  .Committee  was  the  one  about  the  pay  of  the  staff.  In  regard 
to  the  pay,  Government  have  in  the  main  accepted  the  conclusions  of  the 
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Committee.  As  regards  retrenchment,  a  special  committee  has  been 
looking'  into  the  working  of  the  Government  Press  and  their  sugges¬ 
tions  did  not  add  very  much  more. 

I  wanted  to  say  that  the  Salaries  Committee  which  was  composed 
of  officials  and  non-officials  was  appointed  to  look  into  similar  questions 
of  revising  the  pay  of  officers  drawing  Rs.  150  and  below.  If  it  lie  work 
of  the  committee  which  was  to  do  work  in  a  small  sphere  and  which,  was 
composed  of  officials  and  non-officials — all  the  non-officials  except 
Mr.  Hainan  Tampi  are  members  of  this  Council — if  such  a  com¬ 
mittee  could  not  be  trusted  to  make  a  recommendation  acceptable  to 
the  people,  then  I  cannot  understand  how  a  retrenchment  committee 
which  has  to  deal  with  -very  large  problems  such  as  the  one  suggested  by 
Mr-  Madhava  Variar — and  Mr.  .  Volu  Pillai,  wants  to  extend  it  to 
problems  concerning  the- sources  of  revenue  also — would  be  able  to  . get 
the  confidence  of  Government,  in  regard  to  the  conclusions  that  they 
may  .arrive  at.  I  have  my  own  doubts. 

'  Me.  N.  PADMANABI-IA  PILLAI  (KarmagapaUi) :  Was  the 
'Salaries  Committee  competent  to  go  into  questions  of  policy  when  it 
considered  the  question  of  the  revision  of  salaries  ? 

Mr.  M,  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (Deva  sworn  Commissioner):  Itt 
regard  to  the  revision  of  salaries  their  action  related  only -to  the;  existing 
conditions.  Whether  the  pay  of  the  officers  was  sufficient  for  the  work 
which  they  were  asked  to  do  and  to  keep  them  on  in  their  posts  was 
the  question  before  the  Salaries  Committee.  . 

So  I  say  whether  a  Retrenchment  Committee  is  going  to  coino  in  for 
a  better  fate  than  the  conclusions  of  the  Salaries  Committee  which  was 
also  composed  of  officials  and  non-officials,  is  a  matter  for  consideration, 

Mn.'T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI  [Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
wish  to  know  from  Mr.  Raja  Raja  Varma  whether  any  witnesses  were 
examined  by  the  Salaries  Committee  with  the  object  of  getting  views’ 
from  them. 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  {Devasioom,  Commissioner) :  No 
witnesses  were  examined  because  the  question  was  confined  to  the  pay 
and  salaries  of  officers.  But  we  had  full  reports  from  the  head  of  each  and 
every  department  who  gave  us  full  information  as  to  the  work  he  was 
supposed  to  do  and  the  staff  that  was  given  to  him.  Again,  as  the  Effici¬ 
ency  Audit  Officer,  the  President  had  the  benefit  of  going  into  most  of 
the  typical  offices  in  the  State  and  examining  their  work  and  also  dis¬ 
cussing  questions  with  the  officers  on  the  spot.  ... 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( N  egyattinlcara ):  Sir,  I  wish 
to  know  whether  the  Salaries  Committee  referred  to  by  Mr.  Raja  Raja 
Varma  was  empowered,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  enquire  into  the  possibi¬ 
lities  of  retrenchment  in  regard  to  the  services  above  Rs.  J  50. 

Me.  M.  RAJA  RAJ  A  VARMA  (Devasiooni  Commissioner)  :  '  So  far 
as  retrenchment  was  conneemed,  I  had  a  special  •  authorisation  -from 
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the  Government  that  the  committee  might  consider  the  question  of  re¬ 
trenchment  also  above  Rs.  150. 

Mb.  G.  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (N cyyattinkam) :  1  beg  to 
know  whether  the  Salaries  Committee  did,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  enquire 
into  all  the  possibilities  of  retrenchment  above  Rs.  150. 

Mb,  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  [Devamom  Commissioner) :  They 
did. 

Mb.  G,  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  [Netjyattinkara) :  I  think 
the  question  that  was  referred  to  the  Salaries  Committee  was  confined, 
to  the  adequacy  of  the  salaries  of  officers.  ' 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (DevaswomCo  ■' nmissi-.mer ):  No.  The 
last  of  the  terms  of  the  reference  to  them  was  to  what  extent,  if  at  all, 
the  existing  staff  could  be  reduced.  No  limitation  was  placed  so  far  as 
that  was  concerned. 

Mb.  T-.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  [Trivandrum  cum  Ncdumangad)  :  I 
wish  to  ask  a  specific  question  whether  the  Salaries  Coulmittee  consid¬ 
ered  the  feasibility  of  making  the  revenue  officers  collect  kids  and  other 
dues  from  Abkari  shops  and  thereby  enabling  the  Government  to  dis¬ 
pense  with  the  services  of  a  certain  number  of  Excise  Inspectors.  . 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (jOcmswom  Commissioner) :  That 
aspect  of  the  question  was  not  before  the  Committee.  What  I  mean  to 
say  is  that  the  reduction,  so  far  as  the  officers  were  concerned,,  and  their 
amalgamation,  if  it  was  possible,  were  in  the  scope  of  the  work  of  the 
committee.  The  committee  did  not  look  at  that  question  for  the  reason 
that  the  Revenue  and  Excise  Departments  worked  separately  and  on 
different  principles  altogether, 

Mb,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI.  [Trivandrum  cum  Nedunmngad ):  I 
wish  to  know  whether  the  Salaries  Committee  acted  upon  the  informa- 
ion  and  the  opinion  given  them  by  the  heads  of  departments. 

Me.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  ( Deoaswom  Commissioner) :  .  The-: 
information  was  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  from,  the  heads  of 
departments  and  also  front  the  Efficiency  Audit  Officer,  . 

A  larger  committee  like  the  one  now  proposed,  as  stated  by  '  Mr. 
Nilakanda  Pillai,  is  bound  to  take  more  time  to  investigate  into  the 
actual  working  and.  especially  in . regard  to  the  technical  departments  and. 
their  needs.  But  in  the  ease  of.  many  departments  it  is  only  possible  to 
arrive  at  conclusions,  on-  what  the  heads  of  the  departments  have,  to 
say.  For,  it  cannot  be:  gainsaid  that  the  head  of  the  department  has  got 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  working  of  the  department  and  so  he  mutt 
be  able  to  tell  the  Committee  what  they  can  do-  Supposing,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  differs  from  the  opinion  of  the  head  of  the  department  or  the.  , 
members,  of  that  committee,  the  only  conclusion  will.be  that  the.-enmr.ii 
mittee  will  be  simply  committing  smnething  which  the- head  uf  the 
department  or  probably  the  Government  may  find.it  matter 
examine.  .  '  ' 
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Mb.  G-.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLA1  (Ncyyattinkara) :  Is  it  a  fact 
that  several  representations  made  by  heads  of  departments  were  over¬ 
ruled  by  the  committee  ? 

Mr.'  Ml  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  {Dcmswom  Commissioner) :  The 
Committee  did  not  certainly  accept  the  recommendations  made  by  the 
departmental  heads  wholesale.  ■ 

A  further  committee  is  bound  to  be  very  much  more  costly. 
That  is  one  aspect  of  the  question.  Another  point  is  whether 
we  have  got  the  condition  precedent  for  the  appointment  of  a 
retrenchment  committee  and  whether  we  would,  have  sufficient 
scope  for  the  work  of  such  a  committee.  No  doubt  Mr.  Madhava 
Variar  has  given  us  suggestions  as  to  certain  ways  in  which  the  ■ 
retrenchment  could  be  effected ;  and  they  are,  some  'of  them, 
certainly  very  useful  ones.  Retrenchment  can  be  made  only  by  reduc¬ 
tion  of  staff  or  of  the  contingent  grant.  These  are  the  only  two  ways  in 
which  a  reduction  could  be  made.  As  regards  the  reduction  in  the  staff, 
it  was  only  very  recently  that  the  Salaries  Committee  has  boon  able  to 
arrive  at  a  conclusion  and  recommend  the  same  to  Government  who 
accepted  most  of  the  recommendations  made  by  them.  Within  a  period 
of.  one  year  or  two  certainly  it  is  not  possible  to  consider  whether  any 
further  reduction  could  .be  made,  particularly  because  we  have  not  yet  re¬ 
covered  from  the  dislocation  caused  by  the  absorption  of  supernumera¬ 
ries.  As  regards  the  amalgamation  of  departments  it  is  a  very  much 
larger,  question  which  could  bo  dealt  with  only  after  a  great  deal  of 
enquiry  and  that  by  an  expert  who  knows  exactly  the  conditions. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VARIAE  (Ohcngimiur  cum  Patlanam- 
titta)'  .1  wish  to  know  whether  the  Salaries  Committee  went  into  the 
questions  of  decentralisation  of  powers  and  the  amalgamation  of  depart¬ 
ments. 

Me.  M.  EAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  ( DcvasiOom .  Commissioner) :  They 
were  not  in  the  terms  of  reference.  Another  matter  is — 

PRESIDENT  :  Your  time  is  up. 

Mb.  M.  BAJA  RAJA  VAEMA  ( Devctswom  Commissioner) :  With 
regard  to  the  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  that  certain  ex¬ 
periments  should  be  tried,  by  which  retrenchment  could  be  made  in 
Education  and  various  other  departments,  I  should  say  that  these  experi¬ 
ments  have  to  be  tried  before  we  can  see  whether  real  retrenchment 
could  be  made  at  all  and  it  should  be  left  to  the  head  of  the  department  • 
rather  than  to  a  committee.  I  have  one  other  reason  also  to  urge 
against  the  committee  which,  if  appointed,  will  be  a  very  costly  concern, 
because  it  will  have  to  tour  through  the  whole  State  and  examine  each 
department  minutely. 
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Mu.  T.  Ii.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum.  cum  Nedmnangad ): 

May  I  know  from  Mr.  Raja  Raja  Vavma  what  will  be  the  probable 
cost  of  such  a  committee  ? 

Mb'.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (Dernmom  Commissioner) :  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  say  it  at  present.  That  will  primarily  depend  upon 
the  constitution  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedmnangad ) :  Will 
not  any  expenditure  in  that  behalf  be  justified  provided  it  is  for  the  veal 
good  of  the  State  ? 

Mr.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  ( Devaswom  Commissioner) : 
Whether  it  is  to  be  for  the  real  good  of  the  State  is  the.  question. 
Because,  if  the  conclusion  come  to  is  to  be  dismissed  as  superficial  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Salaries  Committee,  certainly  it  is  not  a  good  thing  to 
the  State.  For  these  reasons,  I  oppose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelileara  cum  KartikapaUi) :  May 
1  know  whether  the  Salaries  Committee  was  actuated  in  the  main  by 
the  views  of  the  heads  of  departments  who  were  consulted  ? 

Mr.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  ( Devaswom  Commissioner) :  Their 
views  were  also  considered  and  also  the  .independent  views  particularly 
of  the  non-oflicial  members.  The  whole  -question  was  discussed  by 
them. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (.Trivandrum  cum  Ned.imangdd) : 
Every  question  will  have  two  sides.  One  side  may  be.  pressed  by 
particular  heads  of  departments.  Now,  what  I  wish  to  know  is  whether . 
the  other  side  of  the  question  was  put  before  the  committee  by  anj-body 
or  any  person. 

Mr.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  ( Devaswom  Commissioner ) ;  They 
were  discussed  by  the  non-officials  themselves. 

Mr.  S.  SUBRAHMANYA  KARA YA  LAE  (Pattanapuram  cum 
Shencottah) :  Sir,  my  learned  friend  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  wants  this 
House  to  appoint  another  committee  to  consider  the  question  of  further 
retrenchment  in  public  expenditure.  It  is  a  very  noble  idea  to  cut  down 
public  expenditure  as  much  as  possible  wdthout  following  the  precept  of 
tliat  poor  boy  who  told  his  father:  “  ji/uuir  jquuti  §>(guemu>  Q&mLip.- 
Qs&sa  ”,  i.  e.,  ‘father,  I,  earned  ,  one  fanam  yesterday ’.  When  the 
father  questioned  the  boy  how  he  managed  to  earn  one  fanam  so  soon, 
he  said  “  §j)Jir(y>(i£ ul.  q-'ewR  !”-meaning  “  I  starved  the  whole  of 
last  night’ 

I  am  afraid  the  very  request  of  the  learned  mover  to  appoint  a 
committee  for  the  purpose  will  result  in  additional-  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  when  the  object  of  the  mover  is  to  reduce  expenditure. 
I  am  sorry  I  am  not  now  in  a  position  to  know  .  how  many  committees 
are  already  in  existence  for  various  purposes  already,  sanctioned-  by  this 
House  and  wrhat  amount  of  money  is  spent  from  the  public  exchequer 
for  the  said  committee.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  mania — 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU. PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nediwianf/diyv  T 
object  to  that  word  and  I  want  Mr.  Karayalar  to  withdraw  the  word 
‘mania’. 
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Mr.  S.  8UBRAHMANYA  KARAYALAR  '  ( Pattanapuram  cum 
Shencotiah):  Then  I  use  the  word: ‘wish’.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion 
that  the  wish  to  appoint  committees  is  increasing  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

I  have  my  own  suspicion  that  some  of  the  members  of  this  House  are 
already  members  of  several  committees  and  there  is  a  loud  talk  among  the 
public' that  the  members  of  this  House  are  earning  a  considerable  amount 
in  the  shape  of  bittia  and  travelling  allowance  in  their  capacity  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  so  many  committees — 

PRESIDENT:  I  abject  to  that  portion.  Yon  must  withdraw 

that. 

Mr.  8.  HURRA  fIMANYA  KARAYALAR  ( Vatlanapuram  cum 
Shcncottuh) :  Sir,  I  have  no  objection  to  withdraw  it.  For  my  own 
part,  I  have  no  objection  to  the  formation  of  any  number  of  committees, 
provided  the  honorable  members  of  this  House  would  be  -willing  to 
serve  on  the  committees  as  honorary  members  as  we  are  expected  by 
our  constituents  whom  we  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  the  Council  to 
work  for  the  good  of  the  public  at  large.  Those  who  work  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  in  all  civilised  countries  as  a  matter  of  fact  do  undergo  a  good  deal  of 
personal  inconvenience  and  also  spend  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
from  their  own  pockets ;  and  I  need  not  submit  to  this  House  the  names 
of  the  various  illustrious  men  who  devote  their  life  and  money  for  the 
public  cause. 

If  my  humble  yiews  stated  above  are  acceptable  to  this  House,  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  formation  of  any  number  of  committees  and  I 
earnestly  request  my  learned  brothers  to  give  their  hearty  support  and 
consideration  to  my  humble  views  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agctstismram) :  Sir,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  there  is  yet  scope  for  further  retrenchment  and  that  any  suggestion 
for  retrenchment  should  invariably  receive  the  full  sympathy  and 
support  of  the  Government.  But  I  am  of  opinion  that  at  this  stage  a  se¬ 
parate  committee  need  not  be  appointed,  and  that  the  schemes  suggested 
by  the  learned  members  should  be  placed  before  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  that  ample  power  and  opportunity  should  be  given  to  the  committee 
to  consider  the  schemes  suggested. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  V.  RANGASWAMI  AIYANGAR  (.Professor 
of  History  and  Economics)  -.  Sir,  I  have  been  listening  with  very- 
great  interest  to  the  debate  we  have  had  on  the  resolution  ■  moved'  by 
Mr.  Madhava  Variar,  and  I  wish  to  offer  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House  and  of  Mr.  Madhava  Yariar  certain  views  suggested  to  me  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion.  Before  I  proceed  further,  I  wish  to  say 
at  the  outset  that  one  thing  that  has  bewildered  me  and  which  might 
have  bewildered  other  members  also,  who  may  happen  to  share  my  limit¬ 
ations,  is  the  manner  in  which,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  we  have 
departed  more  and  more  widely  from  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Madhava 
Variar.  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  has  moved  for  a  committee  of  officials  and 
non-officials  for  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  further  retrenchment . 
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in  public  expenditure.  .But,  when  I  listened  to  the  debate,  I  found  that, 
as  envisaged  by  many  members,  the  object  of  this  committee  is  to  go 
into  the  the  question  of  general  principles  which  are  .to  be  laid  down 
for  the  guidance  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  their  financial  policy. 
We  are  to  consider  the  question  of  further  retrenchment.  We  are  also 
to  consider  the  question  of  ways  and  means,  of  stimulating  the  Develop¬ 
ment.  Departments  to  do  their  work  better  so  as  to  make  the  State 
stand  the  great  stress  that  it  may  have  to  stand  in  the  years 
to  come. 

Now,  Sir,  I  quite  sympathise  with  the  motion  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  of  retrenchment  if  sufficient  reasons  are  shown .  for  the 
immediate  sanction  of  such  an  inquest.  I  quite  sympathise  simi¬ 
larly  with  a  motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  look  into  the 
question  of  the  financial  policy.  But  in  this  case  we  have  a  kind  of 
association  of  two  such  proposals ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  argument, 
there  has  boen  a  certain  amount  of  mutually  destructive  work  done  by 
the  supporters  of  each  measure,  because  some  of  the  arguments  used  for 
advocating  a  wider  enquiry  are  not  applicable  to  support  the  suggestion 
for  the  smaller  enquiry-  I  believe  this  is.  the  difficulty  that  has  arisen  in 
grasping — in  fully  understanding — the  position  of  my  friend,  the  Ag. 
Financial  Secretary,  when  he  traversed  the  whole  ground  with  great 
thoroughness.  The  Financial  Secretary  has  been  able  to  point  out  that 
if  it  is  a  question  of  going  into  details,  certain  details  have  already  been 
sufficiently  threshed  out  time  after  time,  that  for  a  proper  investigation . 
in  the. remaining  matters  of  detail,  a  committee  that  may  be  appointed 
will  have  to  -sit  and  go  into  details  of  the  working  of  the  departments, 
that  no  ordinarily  constituted  committee  of  the  usual  dimensions 
will  have  the  time  or  opportunity  to  do  this  work,  and  that  when  you  get 
any  ultimate  retrenchment,  it  will  hardly  be  compensation .  for  the 
amount  of  time  of  the  official  and  non- official  members  that  we  have 
expended  on  the  matter.  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  very  correctly  asked  whether 
any  kind  of  expenditure  would  not  be  justified  i!  a  great'  public  advan¬ 
tage  would  be  secured.  I  am  entirely  in  agreement  with  Mr.  Velu  Pillai 
in' assenting  that  any  expenditure  the  Government  may  incur  for  the 
pftl'peise  of  improving  financial  ways  and  ihoana,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  ‘utmost  economic  results  in  the  working  of  the  administration 
cannot  be  regarded  as  wasted  at  all.  But  the  point  for  us  to  consider  is. 
whether  the  appointment  bf' a  large  committee  of  this  nature  is  likely  to 
result  in  those  advantages  which  Mr.  Velu  Pillai,  along  with  the  noil* 
officials  on  his  side  of  thejHouse,  desires.  • 

'  Mn.  T.  K.  V.iSLU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  NcddmanyaJ) : 
May  I  know  from  Mr.  Eangaswami  Aiyangar  whether  Mr,  Madhava 
Variar  advocated  the  appointment  of- a  large  committee  V 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  V.  EANGASWAMI  AIYANGAK  {Professor  of 
History  and  Economics)  :■  I  think  I  referred  to  committees  such  as  those 
.which  are  now  being  constituted,  and  some  of  the  committees  are,  as 
Mr,  Velu  Pillai  might  speak  with  experience,  sufficiently  large  to  n?a®@ 
business  not  quick  enough  and  precise  enough.  .  ;  ■  :  ;  - 
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Mji.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  marmagapalli) :  May  I 
know  whether  the  question  of  retrenchment  will  not  cover  the  changes 
in  the  administrative  policy  which  will  have  the  effect  of  reduction 
in  expenditure  ? 

Kao  Eauadub  K.  V.  EANGASWAMI  AIYANGAR  (Projcssor  of 
Ih'sfru'!/  <ml  Eeoimmes)  :  I  will  answer  ■  Mr.  Padmanabha  Pillai’s 
point  when  I  proceed  a  step  further.  Sir,  my  complaint  is  this,  that 
the  issues  have  been  obscured  by  two  lines  of  argument,  one.  supporting 
a  big  financial  inqiiMl  into  the  < vilite  financial  j  oKoy  of  the  State,  and 
an  inquest  into  the  hicreu*tt  in  expenditure  in  various  directions.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  has  been  a  certain  amount  of  suggestion  that 
defin ite  cuts  am  possible  in  various  departments  and  that  the  outlook, 
of  this  committee  should  be  restricted  to  these  purposes.  My  point  is 
that  you  cannot  argue  loth  these  propositions  on  one  and  the  same  set 
of  arguments.  I  do  not  want  to  elaborate  this  point  any  further  because” 
I  think  the  members  of  tins  House  will  consider  this  matter  and  be  able 
to  see  for  themselves  that  the  two  have  to  be  supported  on  somewhat 
different  grounds. 

Proceeding  further  to  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  this 
committee,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Financial  Secretary  has  made  an 
affective  appeal  to  the  advocates  of  this  committee  when  he  pointed, 
out  that  any.  analogy  that  we  may  get  from  the  experience  of  places 
outside  Travaneore  would  not  apply  here.  Retrenchment  committees 
are  suggested  at  rare  intervals  when  expenditure  has  abnormally  increased 
and  is  likely  to  increase.  For  instance,  the  apprehension  very  widely  en¬ 
tertained  that  the  educational  expenditure  had  been  mounting  by  leaps 
and  bounds  was  the  justification  for  the  appointment  in  this  State  of  an 
Educational  Retrenchment  Committee;  and  in  the  same  way,  when  there 
is  a  wide  spread  apprehension  that  any  particular  department  is  getting  a 
great  deal  more  of  the  public  resources  than  it  ought  to,  there  might  be 
some  kind  of  justification  for  a  committee.  The  general  idea  that  because 
our  total  annual  expenditure  lias  been  steadily  increasing,  therefore 
there  is  a  necessity  for  a  Retrenchment  Committee,  is  somewhat 
analogous  to  the  argument  that  because  our  population  goes  on 
increasing  between  census  and  census,  we  ought  to  consider  whether 
wc  should  not  take  means ( for  procuring  a  stationary,  population., 
ft  seems  to  me  that,  in  the  case  of  a  growing  State — a  Stato  in  which 
the  people  have  a  growing  standard  of  life — it  is  inevitable  that  the 
expenditure  will  grow  as  the  income  also  is  growing. 

Tn  thi  particular  case,  When  gentlemen  are  suggesting  retrench¬ 
ment,  they  forget,  for  the  time  being,  or  they  want  to  forget  for  the 
time  being,  the  income  of  the  State.  When  they  want  to  suggest 
retrenchment,  they  are  not  prepared  to  recognise  that  there 
is  a  considerable  amount  of  starvation  in  various  directions  and  a 
more  liberal  treatment  is  called  for,  What  I  wish  to  urge  on  the 
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House  is  that  in  this  important  matter  we  are  to  consider  whether  there 
is  sufficient  justification  at  the  present  Lime  for  advocating  a  committee 
which  has  to  deal  with  only  one  of  a  multitude  of  intimately  connected 
matters.  I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Yelu  Pillai  that  it  is  not  possible  really 
to  deal  with  a  question  of  retrenchment  with  any  claim  to  practica- 
blencss  unless  we  are  prepared  at  the  same  time  to  take  up  tho  question 
of  wider  financial  policy  and  of  the  financial  policy  of  the  Development 
Departments  and  their  claims.  Then,  why  ask  for  retrenchments?  In 
the  case  of  the  Inchcape  Committee,  and  in  the  case  of  the  other  similar 
committees,  they  have  been  necessitated  by  the  extravagance  alleged 
in-  various  departments.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  been  seri¬ 
ously  suggested  at  any  time  in  this  House,  either  to-day  or  before,  that 
the  Government  are  not  extremely  vigilant  in  this  matter.  It  seems  to 
me  that,  at  the  present  time,  a  committee  may  be  regarded  as  super¬ 
fluous  because  everybody  who  wants  to  have  additional  expenditure  has 
apparently  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  at  least  Hoe  different  sets  of  opponents. 
So  long  as  we  have  a  Financial  Secretary — I  wish  to  be  forgiven  for  mak¬ 
ing  the  reference — I  think  every  head  of  a  department  and  everybody 
on  the  official  side  and  a  considerable  number  of  other  people  will  agree 
when  I  say  that,  in  blocking  departmental  applications  for  grant,  the 
Financial  Secretary- by  himself  is  sufficiently  strong  and  powerful  to 
be  equal  to  ten  retrenchment  committees.  (Hear,  Hear.)  Whoever, 
is  able  to  induce  the  Financial  Secretary  to  sanction  the  expenditure 
he  suggests  until  a  considerable  amount  of  dunning  has  been  done,  and  a~‘ 
persistent  pressure  has  been  applied,  is  a  person  who  is  extremely 
fortunate. 

Mb.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cmn  Nc&wnmgMf) :  May 
I  know  from  Mr.  Bangaswami  Aiyangar  whether  during  the  last  twenty 
years  the  Financial  Secretary  or  his  legal  predecessor  in  office  has 
suggested  any  measure  for  the  improvident  of  the  finances  and  whether 
any  new  item  of  income  has  been  added  as  a  consequence  thereof  ? 

■  IUo  Bahaduh  K.  V.  BANGASWAMI  AIYANGAR  (Professor 
of  History  anil  Economics) :  I  think  the  obvious  reply  to  the  question 
put  by  Mr.  Yelu  Pillai  is  a  reference  to  the  financial  statements’  and  the 
speeches  Of  the  Financil  Secretary  for  those  years;  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  suggesting  that  our  present  finances  are  the  result  of  the  suggestions 
that  have  been  made,  I  believe,  in  the  Finance  Department. 

However,  Sir,  my  point  is.  that  at  tho  present  time  wo  have  as  many 
as  five  inquests  before  any  expenses  aro  sanctioned,  and  there  are  five 
different  opportunities  for  having  not  .  only  some  obstruction  to  the 
passing  of  anew  sohemo  of  expenditure  but.  even  to  suggest  retrench-, 
ment.  If  only  the  non-official  members  will,  by  way  of  experiment; 
suggest  some  expenditure  and  then  feel,  the  weight  of  the  Financial  De¬ 
partment,  they  will  feel  that  a  committee  is  hardly  likeiy  to  be  half  as 
strong  as  the  Financial  Secretary  is.  This  is  the  first  inquest. 

Secondly,  there  is  a  Standing  Finance  Committee  and  its  work  has 
been  fairly  effective  as  has  been  testified  to  in- .  ow  last  .financial 
mission.  ‘ 
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Thirdly,  even  when  the  Finance  Committee  has  made  a  certain 
number  of  sanctions,,  the  Government  ask  for  the  justification  of  every 
bit  of  expenditure  and  consequently  subject  the  schemes  to  further 
scrutiny. 

Again,  arc  wc  not  entitled  to  take  some  credit  to  this  Council  itself 
in  this  work  of  scrutiny  in  view  of  the  prolonged  discussion  we  have  had, 
and  in  view  of  the  very  thorough  manner  in  which  not  only  the  broad 
questions  of  policy  in' regard  to  expenditure  but  also  questions  of 
detail  have  been  attacked  and  treated  with  very  great  thoroughness  in 
this  assembly  V  It  is  that  thing  which  I  think  will  give  very  strong 
support  to  Mr.  Vein  Fillai  when  lie  claimed  that  there  is  no  step  taken 
in  regard  to  the  work  of  suggesting  cuts  in  expenditure  and  all  that 
without  the  Council  having  a  say  on  it  and  that  the  members  of  this 
House  arc  quite,  as  able  as  officials  to  make  valuable  suggestions  for  cuts. 
It  is  well-known  that  the  privilege  has  been  in  existence  and  very  liberal 
use  has  been  made  of  it.  The  Council  thus  forms  the  fourth  line  of 
defence. 

Lastly,  we  have  the  previous  enquiries  in  this  matter.  Thus  wc 
have  altogether  five  reasons  for  not  having  anything  like  a  further  en¬ 
quiry  immediately.  If  we  are  going  to  have  further  enquiries  in  this 
matter,  may  I  ask  how  it  is  possible  to  give  real  satisfaction  cither  to 
the  members  who  constitute  these  committees  and  to  the  Government 
’  or  to  the  House  itself?  There  is  first  of  all  the  impracticability  of  the 
work  being  done  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time.  The  members 
of  this  House  have  not  an  unlimited  allotment  of  time.  It  must 
be  said  that  non-official  members  have  been  extremely  generous 
in  this  matter  and  I  should  not  omit  to  add  my  testimony  in  regard 
to  the  very  liberal  way  in  which  they  have  sacrificed  their  oonveuienceSr 
I  am  sure,  if  there  is  a  need,-— a  very  real  need  for  exploring,  our  financial 
position, — the  non-official  members  would  be  very  glad  to  do  it.  The 
question  is,  arc  we  justified  on  the  evidence  that  has  been  put  forward 
before  us  to-dity,  which,  T  may  be  forgiven  for  saying,,  is.  not  of  a  very 
strong  character, h in yurg'mg  the  immediate  appointment  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  purpose  of  taking  away  so  much  of  non-official  and  official, 
time  without  the  certainty  of  our  being  able  to  advance  in  our  enquiries 
to  a  reasonable  extent  V  . 

Another  point  is,  what  finality  will  attach  to  this  Committee's 
findings  V  The  Financial  Secretary  has  largely  considered  the  expendi¬ 
ture.  We  know  that  the  Finance  Committee  which  has  been  appointed 
lias  mil,  boon  able  to  stop  the  floodgate  of  criticism  against  the  financial 
proposals  which  the  Finance  Committee  has  been  to  some  extent, 
at  least  boon  shaping. 

Mu.  T.  K.  'VELU  FILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  .  Ncduinamjad) : 
May  I  know  it  be  is  aware  that  the  Finance  Committee  cannot  refuse 
to  pay  the  salary  of  an  officer  who  has  been  appointed  by  His  High¬ 
ness  the  Mafia  ltaja  and  who  has  been  working  for  the  previous  months 
of  the  year  V  '  ■ 
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Eao  Bahadur  K.  V.  RANGASWAMI  AIYANG  AR  (Professor  of 
Eistori/  and  Economics)  :  I  am  quite  aware  of  it.  What  I  am  suggest¬ 
ing  is  that  it  must  be  conceded— and  the  gentlemen  on  the  oth^r  side 
will,  bear  testimony  to  it— that  as  far  as  the  position. of  officers  who  are 
appointed  by  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  is  concerned,  the  latitude  of 
criticism  that  has  been  given  to  this  House  is  greater  than  anywhere 
else,  and  shows  that  the  rule  has  been  allowed  to  he  strayed  from  and 
interpreted  in  an  extremely  liberal  spirit.  I  am  entitled  to  claim 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  that  there  has  been  no  attempt  whatsoever 
'to  protect  such  officers  and  the  general  financial  policy  from  any  kind 
of  criticism  ;  and  Mr.  Vein  Pillai,  who  has  utilised  this  opportunity  more 
than  any  one  else,  must  be  the  first  to  bear  testimony  to  the  liberal 
manner  in  which  the  permission  has  been  made  use  of.' 

There  will  he  some  further  difficulty  in  having'  this  committee.  If 
there  is  to  he  some  finality,  what  finality  is  it  going  to  be ?  What  we 
•ourselves  say  here  is  not  going  to  be  final.  With  our  fluctuating  possi¬ 
bilities  of  membership  in  these  days,  unless  they  appoint  for  each  Council 
one  Retrenchment  Committee  and  one  general  Finance  Committee  if 
not  more,  no  real  finalty  can  be  had.  I  am  reminded  of  the  mental 
condition  of  some  people  who  are  constantly  under  the  apprehension 
that  all  is  not  well  with  their  neighbours  and  insist  on  their  undergoing 
■  daily  medical  examination  while  they  seem  to  be  enjoying  for  all  practical 
purposes  very  robust  health.  Unless  we  are  going  to  lie  in  that  posi¬ 
tion,  I  do  not  myself  see  what  advantage  is  going  to  be  gained  by  appoint¬ 
ing  this  committee. 

On  the  other  band  I  admit,  the  discussion  itself  is  not  going  to  be 
useless.  Mr.  Madhava  Variar’s  point  is  to  press  once  again  the  need  for 
the  utmost  vigilance  in  regard  to  income -and  expenditure.  If  the  views 
of  his  friends  on  the  other  side  are.  that  every  opportunity  should  he 
utilised  for  making  the  Government  realise  their  responsibility  I  urge 
the  object  has  been  gained.  J  do  not  believe  any  head  of  department 
•here  or  anybody  elte  wants  to  increase  the  peril  to  which  Mr.  Kunji- 
tounnan  referred  with  so  much  feeling,  namely,,  tlie.^eiil  of  mnltj- 
'"■pymg  the  number  of  officers.  That  is  tlteAlpaSi|ihH.: .  Nobody  here 
is  justified  in  saying  that  it  is  otherwise  and  it  is  this  that  makes  the 
whole  proposal  altogether  superfluous-  My  point,  Sir,  ultimately,  is  that 
the  suggestion  that  has  been  put  forward  is  for  either  a  very  large  inquest 
or  for  an  inquest  of  a  kind  which  has  already  been  dealt  with  before, 
and  therefore  it  is  either  impracticable  or  needless  duplication. 

PRESIDENT:  Your  time  is  up. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PAN JIKARAN  (. Shertallai ):  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Is  there  not  a  time  limit  to  official  members? 

PRESIDENT:  I  have  a  discretion.  What  Miv  Rangas warn i 
Aiyangar  says  is  important ;  but  I  have  been  calling  his  attention  to 
.  time.  . 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PAN.JIKARAN  iShertullM.) :  Certainly,  I  must 
.  submit  to  the  Chair  ;  only  I  brought  it  to  the  notice  of  the.  Chair.  .. 
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Mb.  K.C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAT  (Cmmetw  and  Tmhudrtn,  North): 
The  members  of  this  House,  even  when  they  differ  from  Mr.  Madhava 
Variar,  have  learnt  to  recognise  that,  any  proposal  coming  from  him  is 
mafic  with  the  heat  of  motives  and  that  lie  is  actuated  by  a. single- minded 
devotion  to  the  highest  interests  of  the  State.  Therefore  one  is  inclined 
at  the  very  outset  to  view  any  proposal  coming  from  him  with  a  consi¬ 
derable  degree  of  sympathy  and  approval.  Tile  sympathetic  speeches 
delivered  by  the  non-onieiul  members  of  this  House  in  support  of  this 
motion  are  indicative  of  the  extreme  solicitude  evinced  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people  for  placing  the  finances  of  the  country 
on  a  stable  and  sound  basis,  ft,  is  admitted  oil  all  sides  that  the 
financial  condition  of  a  State  must,  he  guarded  always  with  the 
greatest  vigilance  and  that  as  far  as  possible  a  balanced  budget  must 
be  maintained.  Whenever  the. re  is  seen  any  tendency  for  expenditure 
to  mount  up  beyond  the  resources  of  the  country,  the  Government 
as  well  as  the  representatives  of  the  people  grow  anxious  and  all 
possible  measures  are  taken  to  keep  the  budget  within  proper  limitB. 
Now,  the  remedy  suggested  for  the  great  increase  of  expenditure  in 
Travancore  is  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  retrenchment.  The 
appointment  of  committees  for  all  subject)',  lias,  over  since  the  time 
of  Lord  Curzon,  boon  the  ordor  of  the  day.  Some  of  these  committees 
have  been  very  fruitful  while  others  have  boon  comparatively 
barren  of  results.  After  the  Legislative  Council  lias  been  reorganised, 
we  too  have  had  a  number  of  committees.  These  committees  involve  a 
good  deal  of  expenditure,  and  also  much  dislocation  of  the  work  of  the 
officers  of  Government.  Therefore,  unless  there  is  great  justification 
and  a  considerable  degree  of  assurance  that  the  appointment  and  the 
working  of  these  committees  will  be  fruitful  of  adequate  results,  one 
should  be  very  reluctant  to  support  a  proposition  to  increase  their  number. 
Eor  my  part,  I  have  got  my  own  misgivings  about  the  utility  in  the 
immediate  figure ,  pt.tke, appointment, "of  the  kind  of  committee  advocated 
by  Mr.  ; :  Wo  have  had  a  Salaries  Committee  very  re¬ 

cently  ;  as  far  as  was  possible,  with  the  time  and  the  conveniences  placed 
at  their  disposal,  they  have  done  all  that  they  could  to  place  matters 
on  a  proper  basis.  .1  would  here  point  out  that  the  net  result  of  their 
labours  has  been  to  bring  about  not  any  reduction  but  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  expenditure.  Another  committee  appointed  so  soon 
after  the  recent  Salaries  Committee  may  not,  in  my  opinion,  be 
productive  of  any  substantial  result  to  justify  tile  expenditure  of 
time  and  money  involved.  _  If  you  go  on  appointing  another  com¬ 
mittee  for  regulating  expenditure  or  for  suggesting  retrenchment,  it  may 
be  said  that  one  way  in  which  we  try  to  cut  down  expenditure  is  by 
appointing  seine  committees  which  themselves  will  involve  increased  ex-  . 
penditure.  Moreover,  as  lias  been  pointed  out,  a  committee  in  order  to 
be  able  to  make  effective  recommendations  must  not  be  a  large  or  an 
unwieldy  one.  One  would  much,  more  prefer  small  committees 
containing  experts  conversant  with  the  working  of  each  department  and 
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also  sometimes  omi  or  two  non-official  representatives  who  can  speak 
with  authority  on  the  subject,  taking  up  the  working  of  each  department 
and  suggesting  up-to-date  improvements  or  pointing  out  any  defects 
in  the.  technique  or  of  the  machinery  of  the  department.  The  result 
of  the  working  of  such  a  committee  should  not  be  expected  always  to 
bring  about  a  retrenchment ;  if,  in  the  interest  of  better  administration 
and  efficiency  it  becomes  necessary  that  there  should  be  .more 
expenditure,  the  committee  should  have  absolute  discretion  to  re¬ 
commend  increased  expenditure ;  on  the  other  hand,  if  consistent  with  effi¬ 
ciency  expenditure  can  be  cut  down,  of  course,  it  goes  without  saying  that 
all  possible  expenditure  ought  to  be  cut  down.  It  is  with  this  kind  of 
committee  that  I  feel  more  sympathy  than  with  a  committee  for  over¬ 
hauling  or  reorganising  all  the  departments  of  the  State  ina  lump. 
That  is  my  personal  opinion.  And  it  may  be  taken  for  what .  it  is 
worth.  Each  may  have  his  own  opinions  or  predilections  in  the  matter. 

But  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  one  should  like  to 
hear  more  about  possible  ways  in  which  the  income  of  the  country  can 
bg  developed.  There  is  a  limit  beyond  which  retrenchment  is  not 
possible  or  is  not  desirable  in  the  interest  of  efficient  administration. 

I  daresay  that  in  several  directions  we  have  reached  that  stage.  No 
.  doubt,  each  one  of  ns  can  point  out  certain  directions  in  which  it  may  be 
possible  to  reduce  the  expenditure.  It  is  however  possible  for  individuals 
to  point  to  a  few  ..items  in  expenditure  in  which  reduction  may  be 
possible.  On  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that 'any  substantial  reduction 
in  expenditure  is  not  feasible  under  present  circumstances.  Therefore, 
the  most  urgent  and  important ,  thing  that  our  Government  have  to 
tackle  is  the  consideration  of  the  development  of.  the  resources  of  the 
country.  That  is  what  is  being  done  in  Great  Britian,  by  the  Im¬ 
perial  Conference.  The  one  cry  that  we  hear  is  not  so  much  about 
retrenchment  as  about  the  possible  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  country.  There  may  be  -different  directions,  different  ways  in  which 
progressive  Governments  are  doing  that.  It  is  possible  for  us  to 
take  hints  from  those  deliberations  and  from  those  conclusions,  and  from 
those  measures.  I  do  not  say  that  all  those  deliberations  and  measures 
are  strictly  applicable  to  conditions  in  Travancore,'-.;  But. when  they  are 
applied  to  our  local  conditions  and  with  intelligence  and  circumspection, 

I  think  it  would  be  possible  for  us  to  devise  measures  that  may  be .  in 
some  way  beneficial  to  the  development  of  the  resources  of  our  country. 
Now  we  have  not  done  anything  worth  mentioning  in  this  matter.  . 
1  hope  in  the  near  future  our-  Government  will  be  able  to  come  out 
of  the  rats  in  which  they  have  been  moving  for  the  last  so-  many  years 
for  producing  a  balancing  budget  and  try  to  chalk  out  a  bold  and  new 
line  by  which  the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  country  may' 
be  promoted.  That  is  the  line  which  I  would  recommend.  I  therefore 
do  not  consider  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  time  and  expenditure 
involved'  by  giving  effect  to  Mr.  Madhava  Variar’s  recommendation  is 
justified. 

'•■The  Rev.  Fb.  KURIAKOSE  VETTIKKAPALLI  ( Todyptizha 
■cum  Kunnaincul ) :  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  all  the  internal  workings  of 
Vol.  IV-  So.3.  x 
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t, he  several  departments  of  the  Slate  and  whether  the  present  staff  is 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  administrative  work.  I  know  there  is. a  cry 
in  the  country  that  the  public  service  is  overmanned.  So  I  think  it  is  in 
the  interest  of  both  the  Government  and  the  people  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  examine  the.  administrative  machinery  and  see  whether 
any  parts  of  it  could  be  done  away  with  without  impairing  efficiency. 

L  think  that  such  a  step  would  tend  to  clear  off  many  misunderstandings 
and  also  would  help  to  increase  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  Go¬ 
vernment  and  also  would  tend  to  the  smooth  working  of  the  State  machi¬ 
nery.  I.  believe  that  with  this  object  in  view  the  Government  have  been 
appointing-  a  number  of  committees  such  as  the  Salaries  Committee,  the 
balneation  Retrenchment  Committee  and  lately  the  Press  Committee  and 
the  Workshops  CoimniU.ee  and  so  forth.  Soon  after  the  appointment  of 
so  many  committees  1.  am  not  for  an  all -crab  racing  committee  like  the 
one  which  Mr.  Mudhava  Variar  advocates.  Many  of  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  inado  by  the  committees  that  have  already  been  appointed  have  not 
yet  been  carried  out.  So  I  think  wo  should  wait  and  see  a  little  morg; 
and  meanwhile  if  there  is  any  department  in  which  we  see  that  expen¬ 
diture  is  going  up  by  leaps  ami  bounds,  a  minor  committee  could  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  look  into  the.  working  of  that  particular  department.  We  have 
also,  as  Professor  Uangaswami  Aiyangar  said,  a  Standing  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  and  then  the  Council  to  check  the  expenditure.  At  this  stage,  I 
would  not  advocate  an  all-embracing  committee,  as  suggested  by  the 
mover ;  but  if  necessary  I  would  advocate  some  minor  committees  for 
those  departments  in  which  we  see.  the  expenditure  is  gohig  up  by  leaps 
and  hounds. 

Wit.  P.  K.  hi  A  HAVANA  PILLAI  {Awbahqnmha)  Sir,  I  rise  to 
support  the  resolution  before  the  House.  I  am  sorry  I  was  not  able  to 
listen  to  our  official  friends  on  the  other  side  and  the  arguments  of  their 
allies  oir  this  side,  {l.aaghitr.)  Put  from  what  I  have  been  able  to 
gather,  tho  objection  io  the  resolution  seems  to  centre  round  two  or  three 
small  heads.  One.  objection  seems  to  be  this,  that  in  the  near  past  a  few 
committees  havo  been,  appointed  for  tho  purpose  of  going  into  and  ex¬ 
amining  the  finance!?'  of  the  State.  One  or  two  such  committees  evident¬ 
ly  have  boon  appointed.  One  of  such  committees  was  a  committee 
formed  by  the  Efficiency  Audit  Officer  with  respect  to  whose  report  the 
Financial  Secretary  himself  on  a  prior  occasion  said  that  he  was  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  the.  recommendations  of  that  officer.  According  to  the 
Financial  Secretary,  he  was  no  expert  in  the  matter.  So  even  the 
officers  condemn  that  particular  report. 

Coming  to  the  question  of  the  Salaries  Committee,  to  which  refer¬ 
ence  was  made  by  Air.  Mammen  Mappillai  we  have  to  bear  in  mind  the. . 
limitations  under  which  that  particular  committee  laboured.  That  com¬ 
mittee  was  a  committee  which,. if  1  may  use  a  figurative  expression,  was 
working  in  a  hell  jar  from  which  the  air  had  been  practically  extracted. 
That  was  the  position  of  that  committee.  Reference  was  also  made  to 
the  Finance  Committee  constituted  of  a  few  non-official  members  of  this 
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House  as  well  as  a  few  official  friends.  With  respect  to  that  committee 
we  had  a  strange  spectacle  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  discussion  of  the 
.budget  here.  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  who  happens  to  be  on  that 
committee,  complained  that  he  had  not  the  necessary  powers  to  examine 
and  inspect  all  the  items  or  to  suggest  his  own  views  on  the  finances  of 
the  State.  Mr.  Yelu  Pillai  immediately  challenged  Mr.  G.  Parames- 
varan  Pillai’s  desire  for  a  roving  commission  of  inspection,  and  reading- 
certain  authoritative  treatises,  pointed  out  that  such  a  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  could  possibly  have  no  such,  powers  as  demanded  by  Mr.  G. 
Paramesvaran  Pillai.  Then  it  was  pointed  out  that  this  Council  itself 
was  at  perfect  liberty  to  go  into  all  the  finances  .of  this  State  and  that  it 
was  not  necessary  to  have  a  further  coihmittee.  We  clearly  realise 
our  own  difficulties  in  that  matter,  that  beyond  tire  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  rupees  line  we  are  not  allowed  to  peep  in,  We  feel 
that  the  restraint  placed  upon  us  is  a  very  severe  restraint.  Aecordingly 
we  have  to  resort  to  methods  which  are  not  of  the  overt  type  but  of  the 
covert  type  and  try  to  dislocate  the  financial  arrangements  proposed. 

In  many  an  instance  we  get  repulsed.  That  is  the  experience  of  this 
House,  so  much  so  that,  when  the  Opposition  speaks  of  an  examination  of 
the  finances  of  the  State,  they  do  not  take  into  consideration  the  sort-  of  the 
restraint  under  which  the  examination  was  being  carried  in  the  past  by 
the  various  committees  of  this  House  as  well  as. the  Finance  Committee. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  what  is  aimed  at  in  the  resolution  that  is  now 
before  the  House  is  to  have  an  examination  of  the  whole  finances  of  the 
State— income  as  well  as  expenditure— and  then  to  propose  possible 
methods  of  retrenchment,  to  keep  in  view  the  correlation  between  the 
subordinate  services  of  the  State  which  alone  seem  to  have  been  subject 
to  repeated  examinations  as  well  as  the  position  of  the  superior  stratum 
in  the  Government  service.  Without  a  correct  perspective  of  the  cor¬ 
related  position  of  these  two  strata,  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  a  sound 
policy  so  far  as  the  question  of  retrenchment  is  concerned.  It  is  that 
view  that  is  now  pressed  before  the  House  by  ,  the  resolution  that  is 
moved  by  Mr.  Madhava  Y&riar, 

Then  it  was  also  pointed  out  all  the  time,  that  the  labour  and  the 
energies  to  be  wasted  upon  the  deliberations  of  the  committee  which  is 
under  the  contemplation  of  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  will  not  repay.  I  beg 
to  submit  that  a  matter  of  fact  the  officials  profess  that  the  work  carried 
on  by  the  Salaries  Committee,  by  the  Finance  Committee  and  the 
other  committees  of  which -mention  has  been  made  is  really  a  piece  of 
serviceable  work.  To  that  extent  and  pro  rata ,  the  difficulties  and  energies 
of  the  committee  yet  to  be  appointed  will  be  minimised.  Therefore,  it 
is  no  good  exaggerating  the  possible  labours  of  a-  committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed  for  the  complete  examination  of  the  finances  of  the  State. 

'  Then  it  was.  also  asked  whether'  there  was  certainty  that  further 
room  could  be  found  for  possible  retrenchment.  This  is  not  a_matter 
which  is  to  be  viewed  as  a  sanction  to  prosecute  which  is  grante'd  only 
when  there  is  an  assurance  thafi  a  conviction  will  generally  result. 
That  is  not  the  spirit  in  which  the  whole  question  is  to  be  viewed.  We 
seek  to  convince  the  Financial  Secretary  and  those  who  are  in  the 
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know  about  the  question.  We  are  kept  outside  that  particular  matter. 
Wo  want  to  have  a  thorough,  examination,  Now  you  give  only  oertaiu 
results.  We  want  to  have  a  look  into  the  whole  question,  and  if  as  a 
matter  of  fact  when  on  examination  you  are  on  sound  and  tenable 
position,  all  right.  Thero  would  be  a  resultant  satisfaction  that  what  is 
being  done  it)  the  mat, ter  of  finance  is  property  done.  If  on  the  other 
hand  it  is  possible  to  pick  holes  and  suggest  substantial  reductions  in  the 
expenditure,  then  why  do  you  not  allow  the  country  to  have  a  voice  in 
the  matter  2  That  is  the  spirit  in  which  the  resolution  is  put  before 
the  House  ;  and  I  request  at'  least  the  nun-official  section  of  the  House 
to  pay  their  serious  attention  to  the  question  at  issue.  With  these 
observations,  I  heartily  support  the  resolution. 

Mr.  G.  PAEA.ME8VAEAN  PILLAI  (Ne-yyaUinkara) :  Sir,  f 
wish  to  refer  to  one  or  two  points  that  have  boon  commented  upon  in  the 
course  of  the  debate.  Reference  has  been  made  in  this  connection  to 
the  work  of  the  Finance  Committee.  During  the  last  budget  discus¬ 
sion,  I  referred  to  that  point  to  show  that  it  has  not  been  possible  for 
the  Finance  Committee  to  examine  schemes  of  retrenchment  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  The  State  Budget  to  lie  presented  before  the 
Legislative  Council  in  the  first  week  of  Karkadakam  is  placed  before  the 
Finance  Committee  for  examination  during  the  previous  week.  The 
hurried  examination  of  departmental  budgets  from  day  to  day  cannot 
certainly  be  expected  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  resolution  that  is  tabled 
before  the  House  to-day.  Ever  since  the  constitution  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  I  might  say  that  there  has  boon  no  opportunity  whatever 
for  us  to  discuss  any  scheme  of  retrenchment  in  regard  to  any  particular 
department.  It  is  up  to  the  Government  to  place  before  the  Finance 
Committee  schemes  which  may  be  discussed  by  that  committee.  I  have 
not  received  any  assurance  from  the  Financial  Secretary  in  the  course  of 
the  debate  this  evening  that  such  schemes  of  retrenchment  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  in  respect  of  particular  departments  and  will  be  placed  before  the 
Finance  Committee  for  detailed  examination  ;  and  in  the  light  of  the 
observations  made  by  him  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  expect  that  be  ever 
intends  to  make  any  such  scheme  available  to  the  Finance  Committee, 
because  the  attitude  of  the  Government  bench  and  that  on  this  side  of 
the  House  in  regard  to  the  matter  are  mutually  exclusive!.  We  think 
that  further  retrenchment  is  really  possible  and  ought  to  be  made  or  at 
least  a  fair  examination  ought  to  be  held  in  that  respect.  But  the  Fi¬ 
nancial  Secretary  says  that  here  and  there  it  may  he  possible  to  effect 
some  retrenchment  or  other,  but  that  after  all  it  is  not  worth  making. 
It  is  a  positive  assertion  on  the  one  side  that  all  possible  retrenchment 
has  been  effected  in  respect  of  public  expenditure  and  it  is  a  positive 
assertion  on  this  side  that,  there  is  still  ample  scope  left  for  further 
retrenchment  being  made.  In  that  view,  it  is  certainly  impossible  for 
us  to  expect  any  definite  scheme  of  retrenchment  being  placed  before  us 
in  respect  of  any  particular  department  by  the  Government.  Now  the 
main  reason  for.d  aruandingth  e  appointment  of  a  Betrenchment  Committee- 
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appears  to  me  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Government  themselves  are 
not  convinced  that  there  is  any  possibility,  of  any .  further  substantial 
retrenchment  and  Government  cannot  therefore  be  expected  to  place 
any  constructive  scheme  before  the  Finance  Committee.  Let  us  appoint 
an  independent  committee  with  the  object  of  examining  the  question 
without  the  predilections 'of  either  the  Government  bench  or  the  non¬ 
official  opinion.  In  that  spirit  I  should  certainly  support  that  resolution. 
It  lias  been  stated  by  Mr.  Nilakanda  Pillai  that  it  was  quite  possible  for 
departmental  heads  to  convince  the  Committee  that,  after  all,  they 
have  effected  all  possible  retrenchment  worth  mentioning.  In  that  case 
the  cry  will  stop.  A  detailed  examination  of .  the  whole .  question  will 
satisfy  us.  Let  us  try  the  experiment  and  let  us  be  given  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  ascertain  the  exact  situation.  That  is.  all  that  we.  ask  for. 
And  that  can  be  done  either  by  the  Finance  Committee  being  em¬ 
powered  to  go  into  that  question  or  a  comjnittee  being  appointed  inde- 
pendent  of  it.  I  suppose  the  question  still  remains  unsolved  and  I  must 
take  exception  to  two  statements  made  in  regard  to  such  committees. 
There  is  the 'demand.  It  was  suggested  that,  after  all,  the  result  of 
the  labours  of  that  committee  may  not  inspire  any  confidence.  Now  I 
had  better  leave  that  question  alone.'  I  suppose  that  Government  when 
they  appoint  such  committees  expect  honest  wnrk  at  their  hands.  I 
suppose  also  that  when  the  representatives  of  this  House  say  that  a 
representative  committee  should  be  appointed,  it  .is  with  a  view!  to  see  • 
that  their  labours  are1  fruitful  of  good  insults.  Certainly  their  confidence 
has  been  rightly  placed  ontheir  own  representatives  and  it  is  not  open' 
to  any  member  of  Government  to  state  that  ,  their  opinions  will  not 
inspire  confidence.  •"  -  : 

Mr.  M.  BAJA  BAJA  yABMA  (Demsworn  Commissioner)  •  I.  rise 
to  a  point  of  personal  explanation:  What  I  said  about  it.  was’ that,  so 
long  as  the  Salaries  Committee  which  was  originally  composed  of  officials' 
and  nqn-officiais,  all  except  oneof  whom  are  aisp.  members  of  this  Conn-  . 
cil,  if  the  work  o'f'  that  committeeqould.be  treated  as  flimsy,  there,  is 
no- reason  why,  if  a  similar  committee  be  appointed  for  the  purpose.now, 
their  .recommendations  should  not  he  dism  issed  likewise. 

Ms.  G;  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  {Neyyattmlcarai) :  I. see  he 
did  not  put  forward  his  argument  seriously.  He  must  have  been  in- 
fiuenced  more  or  less  by  the  criticisms  offered  by  the  members  of.  this  - 
Council  on  the  Salaries  Committee’s  report.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
member  of  this  Council  ever:  said  that  they  did  not  attach  any  value  : 

whatever  to  the  recommendations  of:  the  Salaries  Committee. 

One  other  observation  and  that. in  conclusion  I  wish  to  make  is 
this,  .  It  was  rather  lightly  stated  by  one  of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the 
House  that  ever  so  many  .committees  are  appointed  and  that  ,  these  com¬ 
mittees  involved  a  lot  of.  expenditure. and  that  they  caused  considerable, 
dislocation  of  work.  I  should  consider  that,  if  this  Council  ought  to  be 
of  service  to  the  public’  and  . to  the  country  in  general,  that. end  can  he.  . 
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achieved  more  by  useful  work  done  by  the  committees  of  this  Council 
than  by  the  discussions  carried  on  in  this  very  House.  Any  practical 
measure  can  be  carried  out  only  by  committees  of  .this  House  sitting 
separately  upon  these  questions  and  bestowing  their  mature  considera¬ 
tion,  rather  than  coming  over  here  with  insufficient  materials  and  im¬ 
perfect  knowledge  and  stating  their  dogmatic  views  upon  questions 
of  vast  importance.  I  would,  therefore,  earnestly  request  the  members 
of  this  House  to  realise  that  substantial  work  could  be  done  and  is  else¬ 
where  turned  out  by  small,  competent  and  properly  constituted  commit¬ 
tees  and  that  ought  to  be  our  aim.  I  should  certainly  view  with  regret 
the  sort  of  criticism  that  has  been  levelled  against  the  appointment  of 
committees  of  this  House  and  the  work  turned  out  by  them  and  I  oope 
such  criticism  will  not  find  any  favour  whatever  from  members  on  this, 
side  of  the  House. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirmalla)  :  Sir,  I  have- 
only  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  this  matter.  I  think,  considering  the  im¬ 
portance  of  tlio  subject,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  give 
the  matter  all  the  consideration  that  it  deserves,  I  stand  now  to  give 
my  full  support  to  the  proposition  now  before  the  House.  The  main 
objections  from  the  Financial  Secretary,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  under¬ 
stand,  to  the  appointment  of  a  retrenchment  committee  are,  in  the 
first  place,  his  opinion  that,  unless  the  Government  is  faced  with  a 
serious  deficit,  there  will  be  no  case  for  the  appointment  of  a  retrench¬ 
ment  committee.  As  instances,  he  pointed  out  the  retrenchment 
committees  appointed  by  the  Mysore  Government  as  well  as  the 
luchcape  Committee  appointed  by  the  British  Government  and  justified 
thoso  appointments  on  the  ground  that,  at  the  time  those  committees 
were  appointed,  those  Governments  were  confronted  with  great  deficits. 
The  second  argument  of  his  was  that  after  all  out  of  Rs.  190  or  Rs.  194 
lakhs  which  constitute  the  expenditure  of  the  State  for  a  year,  over 
Rs.  80  lakhs  of  rupees  form  inevitable  or  necessary  expenditure  which 
cannot  be  cut  down  or  interfered  with  by  the  Government  and  there¬ 
fore  the  rest  of-  it  is  alone  open  to  cuts  of  retrenchment.  And  in  regard 
to  the  rest  he  stated  that  the  Salaries  Committee  was  appointed  by  the 
Government  to  look  into  the  matter  and  that  that  committee’s  reports 
having  been  considered  by  the  Government,  there  was  no  case  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  retrenchment.  Mr.  Rangaswami  Aiyangar 
urged  also  another  reason  as  to  why  no  committee  need  be  appointed, 
and  that  is  that  a  case  for  the  appointment  of  a  retrenchment  committee 
can  only  arise  when  the  expenditure  in  particular  departments  has  been 
going  up  by  leaps  and  bounds  or  to  ah  abnormal  degree,  when  it  is 
required  of  the  State  to  appoint  a  committee  to  look  into  the  matter  and 
see  how  far  that  expenditure  is  absolutely  essential  or  not.  According 
to  him,  no  case  had  been  made  out  for  a  retrenchment  committee. 
As  an  instance  he  pointed  to  the  Education  Retrenchment  Committee 
which  he  justified  on  the  ground  that  at  the  time  that  committee  was 
appointod  the  educational  budget  had  risen  to  an  abnormal  degree  and 
therefore  there  was  need  to  scrutinise  that  budget. 
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Mn.  K.  V.  RANGASWAMI  AIYANGAR  ( Professor  of  History 
and  Economics ) :  May  I  rise  to  a  point  of  correction  ?  I  said  a 
feeling  existed  and  not  that  a  need  had  arisen.  . 

Mr.  K.  PAR AME SV ARAN  PILLAI  (TirmaUa) :  Thank  you. 

Now,  are  we  to  understand  from  these  arguments  that  there  are 
not.  circumstances  justifying,  the  appointment  of  a.  Retrenchment  Com¬ 
mittee?  Take  fqr  instance  a  case  which  has  :  been  before  the  Council. 
That  is,  there  is  a  feeling  in  the  country  that  the  top  service  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  at  any  rate  is  very  much  overmanned,  l'iiere  is  a  feeling  that 
the  salaries  of  some  officers  are  much  higher  than  they  should  be  and 
that  several  appointments  have  been  created  not  because  there  was. 
need  for  those  appointments  but  for  the  purpose  of  providing  places  for 
certain  persons,  i.  e.,  appointments  have  been  created  for  certain  persons 
and  not  persons  have  been  appointed  to  places. 

Several  such  instances  have  been  brought  before  the  House  by  the 
foamed  mover  of  the  resolution  himself.  . . 

PRESIDENT :  I  do  not  think  he  mentioned  any  specific 
instance. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESYARAN  PILLAI  (Tinwalla) :  He  mentioned 
certain  directions — 

PRESIDENT: — fh  which  according  to  him  retrenchment  was. 
possible— 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESYARAN  PILLAI  {TirmaUa)  by  reducing 
the  number  of  appointments  in  certain  departments. 

■  Now  if  there  is  a  feeling  in  the  country  that  there  is  a  possibility  of 
reducing  expenditure  by  abolishing  certain  appointments  and  reducing 
the  salary  of  some  of  the  higher  officers,-  are  we  to  suppose  that,  because 
there  is  no  deficit  and  the  State  is  able  to  pay  these  extravagant  salaries 
of  the  unnecessary  officers  that  the  State  may  still  incur,  we. should  not. 
consider  the  question'as  to  whether  those  appointments  are  necessary  and 
whether  those  salaries  could  not  be  cut  down?  In  such  cases,  are  we  to 
understand  the  learned.  Financial  Secretary  to  mean  that  so  long  as  the 
State  is  able  to  bear  all  expenses,  we  need  not  consider  whether  these 
appointments  are  necessary,  whether  the  money  is  properly  spent  or 
whether  the  money  is  being  wasted— that  those  things  ,  need  not  be 
considered  so  long  as  the  State  is  able  to  pay  Without  arriving 
at  a  deficit?  Certainly  I  do  not  think  they  will  lay  down  such  , 
absurd  principles,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  if  there  is  such  a  feeling  and 
if  a  proper  case  is  made  out  in  regard  to  that,  the.  Financial  Secretary 
himself  will  be  the  first  person  to  say  that  the  Financial  department 
will  go  into  the  question.  If  that  is  so,  Sir,  we  have  to  consider  this  . 
question  from  two  standpoints,  i.  e,,  it  is  not  enough  to  say  that,  we  have 
been  able  to  cleverly  adjust  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  State,, 
to  make  a  balanced  budget,  as  it  were,  from  year  to  year,  and  that, 
therefore,'  no  further  enquiry  into  the  way  in  which  the  finances  of  the 
State  are  being  acceptable  need  be  made. 
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But  we  have  to  meet  two  objects.  Iu  the  first  place  .we  have  got 
this  feeling  and  this  persistent  cry  that  there  is  possibility  of  retrench¬ 
ment  in  the  matter  of  appointments  as  well  as  in  the  matter  of  develop¬ 
ment  of  resources.  There  is  also  the  other  thing,  that  before  long  the 
Government  will  have  to  commit  itself  to  spend  very  large  sums  of 
money  for  the  progressive  development  of  the  country.  Some  of  those 
directions  have  been  pointed  out,  such  as  universal  primary  education, 
the  establishment  of  "a  University,  the  development  of  industries  and  so 
forth.  When  the  Government  have  got  to  meet  this  expenditure,  there 
will  be  no  money  unless  new  resources  am  tapped  anti  the  present  ex¬ 
penditure  of  Government  is  considerably  curtailed,  For  these  two 
reasons— in  the  first  place  the  existence,  of  this  feeling,  and  secondly  the 
need  for  the  proper  development  of  the  state,  which  requires  large  sums 
of  money  for  the  Development  Departments  of  the  State — it  is  necessary, 
that  we  should  look  into  the  matter  and  see  whether  any  retrenchment  is 
possible  on  the  expenditure  side  and  also  see  on  the  other  side  whether 
there  are  not  resources  that  should  be  tapped  and  developed  properly. 
Nor  these  reasons,  I  strongly  support  the  proposition  now  before  the 
House. 

Mb.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  (Ohengaunur  cum  1‘altanam- 
tikta) :  Prom  the  speeches  which  I  heard  from  some  of  the  learned 
members  of  this  House,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  there  is  some  misap¬ 
prehension  with  regard  to  the  scope  of  my  resolution.  The  purport  of 
my  resolution  is  to  consider  further  possible  retrenchments  in  public 
expenditure.  I  am  aware  that  the  Salaries  Committee  have  made  cer¬ 
tain  recommendations  with  regard  to  the  reduction  of  salaries  in  the 
public  services.  But  that  committee  concerned  itself  only  with  the 
question  of  salaries  and  that  too  with  the  salaries  of  only  certain  per¬ 
sons  and  the  terms  of  reference  to  the  Salaries  Committee  were  limited 
and  the  above, committee  were  not  able_to  consider  the  questions  of 
decentralisation,  redistribution,  amalgamation  with  other  departments 
or  such  other  wider  questions  concerning  the  financial  policy  of  the 
State.  So,  the  report  of  the  Salaries  Committee  does  not  help  us  very 
much  in  the  consideration  of  the' resolution  before  the  House.  Then 
one  important  objection  to  my  resolution  is  that  this  contemplates  an 
all-embracing'  committee.  I  do  not  know  how  committees  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  working  of  a  separate  department  can  comprehensively 
state  the  policy  of  the  State  with  regard  to  finance.  There  is  a  Press 
Committee ;  there  is  a  P.  W.  D.  Committee,  These  committees 
will  say  all  about  the  details  of  the  Stores  or  the  Press.  These  com¬ 
mittees  cannot  comprehend,  a  wider  outlook  of  the  financial  policy 
or  cannot  formulate  broader  schemes  of  financial  importance.  That  is 
why  !  suggested  the  constitution  of  an  alhembracing  committee.  I 
think  that  the  expression  “all-embracing0  has  been  misunderstood.  It 
docs  not  mean  a  large  committee.  It  does  not  exclude  the  Finance 
Committee-  Some  members  suggested  .that  there  is  a  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee-  Why  do  you  want  another  committee-!1  All  right.  Invest 
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the  Finance  Committee  with  the  powers  of  retrenchment.  1  am 
quite  satisfied  and  I  think  the  Finace  Committee  can  make  very  good 
suggestions  with  regard  to  retrenchment.  .Bought  to  be  invested 
with  very  much  larger  powers.  Then  the  object  of  my  resolution 
will  .be  fulfilled  by  the  Finance  Committee.  Some  of  my  friends  suggest¬ 
ed:  “  why  do  you  spend  so  much  money  upon  .committees?". Then. it  is 
better  to  appoint  one  committee.  This  committee  can  enquire  .into  .the 
working  of  each  department  separately.  This  committee  could  formu¬ 
late  certain  broad  schemes  and  enunciate  broad  policies.  That  is  not  the 
object  of  the  minor  committees.  Then  some  of  my  friends  .asked  what 
is  the  use  of  appointing  a  retrenchment  committee  when  all  the  recom¬ 
mendations  of  that  committee  will  not  be  accepted  by  the  Government.  . 
The  recommendations  o£  the  Inchoape  Committee  were  not  completely 
accepted  by  the  British  Government.  So  also  the  recommendations  of 
She  Mysore  Retrenchment  Committee.  Then  what  is  the  use  of  ap¬ 
pointing  committees  whose  recommendations  may  not  be  accepted  by 
the  Government  in  toto.  I  think  that  is  hardly  the  kind  of  argument 
to  be  advanced  in  an  assembly  like  this.  If  Government  are  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  the  recommendations  of  a  committee,  well  then,  the 
only  conclusion  to  he  drawn  is  that  the  Government  is  .not.  responsible 
to  the  public.  The  object  of  my  resolution  is  to  show  that  there  is  a 
feeling  in  the  country  that  the  Government' expenditure  is  sometimes 
extravagant  and  the  public  service  can  be  •improved.  The  people  must 
be  satisfied ;  and  the  only  way  of  satisfying  the  people  is  to  .consti¬ 
tute  .  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  questions  of  retrench¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Rangaswami  Aiyangar  was  arguing  that.  .we  have  got  a 
bold  Financial  Secretary,  and  asked  us  to  believe  him.  He  is  very 
extravagant.  In  this  age  of  democracy  When  people  want  to  know  every 
step  taken  by  Government  I  think  we  are  not  going  to  convince  oursel¬ 
ves  by  the  Financial  Secretary’s  statement.  I  want  to  assure  Mr.  Ran¬ 
gaswami  Aiyangar  that  th£  members  of  this  Council  are  not  going  to  be 
convinced  by  his  arguments.  That  argument  itself  shows  that  there  is 
further  scope  for  retrenchment..  The  Salaries  Committee  was  satisfied 
with  the  opinions  of  certain  departmental  heads.  They  sent  questions 
to  certain  departmental  heads  who  wrote  hack  certain  answers. 
Those  answers  were  discussed  in  the.  committee  and  they  were 
quite  satisfied.  They  never  cared  nor  did  they  have  any  opportunity 
to  cross-examine  departmental  heads  to  convince  the  Government  that 
the  expenditure  could  be  reduced.  That  is  the  sort  of  committee  which 
I  propose  by  this  resolution.  : 

Then  Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai  was  saying  that  the  development  of 
resources  was  needed  more  than  retrenchment.  I  advocated  a  policy  of 
retrenchment  in  order  to  find  more  funds  for  the  development  of  re¬ 
sources.  I  have  clearly  pointed  out  that  too  in  my  first  Speech.  With 
these  few  observations,  I  would  like  to  press  the  motion. 

Me.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (At 7.  Financial  Secretary  ti  Go¬ 
vernment)  :  Sir,  I  have  very  little  to  add  to  what  I  have  already  stated. 
I  never  said  that  retrenchment  is  not  possible.'  ’  My  predecessor,: 
Mr,  George,  has  already  stated  that  retrenchment  is  possible  here  and 
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there  and  that  Government  are  doing  all  that  is  possible  to  effect  re¬ 
trenchments.  The  Eev.  Father  Vettikkapalli’has  stated  that  the  Work¬ 
shops  Committee  and  the  Press  Committee  are  small  committees  and 
that  the  proposed  committee  will  naturally  bo  an  unwieldy  one.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  proposed  retrenchment  committee  will  have  to  deal 
with  various  departments  and  as  such  it  will,  in  tiro  ordinary  course,  take 
a  very  long  time  to  submit  its  report. 

Mr.  T.  K,  YLSLU  PILL  A  r  •  (7'ri  va-nrlrum  cum  Neilmnangait)  : 
What  is  the  maximum  amount  of  time  required  for  this  ? 

Mu.  U.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag. Financial  Secretary  to  Govern¬ 
ment)  :  Probably  it,  will  take  two  or  three  years,  since  it  covers  so 
many  departments. 

Mr.  P.  K.  N  ABA  YANA  PILLAI  (Ambahtpuzha):  May  I.  know 
what  time  the  Geddes  Committee  took  ? 

Mr.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to  Govern¬ 
ment)  :  I  have  no  definite  information. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  And  the 
Inchcape  committee '? 

Mr.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (  Ay.  Financial  Secretary  to  Govern¬ 
ment)  :  It  took  some  3  or  4  months.  I  have  already  stated  that  some  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  committee  wore  found  to  be  impracticable 
in  actual  working. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKKISI-INA  PILLAI  (Vaiktun  cum  Elkmanur ): 
May  I  know  whether  the  Financial  Secretary  is  aware  that  the  Mysore 
Government  had  appointed  a  committee  in  1909  and  that  it  was  sitting 
for  a  long  time  ? 

Mr.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to  Gov¬ 
ernment)  :  I  am  only  aware  of  the  recent  Special  Finance  Committeee 
appointed  in  1922. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARANN  PILLAI  ( Neyyatiinkara ) :  May  I 
know  why  the  Financial  Secretary  apprehends  that  there  will  be  conflict 
of  opinions  and  impracticable  recommendations. 

MR.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to  Gov¬ 
ernment')  :  That  is  the  general  experience  elsewhere. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha )  :  We  do  not 
want  anything  extraordinary  here. 

Mr.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag-  Financial  Secretary  to  Gov¬ 
ernment)  :  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  stated  that  the  budget  is  not 
presented  sufficiently  early  for  discussion  in  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyatiinkara ) :  That  is 
not  my  point. 

PRESIDENT  :  He  said  that  the  Finance  Committee  had  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  budget  in  haste.  .  ■ 
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Mb,  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to. Gov¬ 
ernment)  :  It  is  to  some  extent  inevitable  as  we  have  to  embody  ten 
months’  figures  in  the  budget.  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  wanted  ah 
assurance  that  all  retrenchment  schemes  would  be  referred  to  the  Pi- 
nance  Committee. 

MB.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinbara):.  What  I 
said  was  that  no  definite  scheme  of  retrenchment  was  placed  before  the 
Finance  Committee.  I  was  not  particular  that  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  if  definite  schemes  were  placed  before  the  Finance  Committee 
and  if  they  were  given  sufficient  time  to  examine  particular  depart¬ 
ments.  - 

PRESIDENT  :  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any  objection  to  that. 

Mb.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to  Gov¬ 
ernment):  Mr.  George  has'already  stated  that  all  new  schemes  will  be 
placed  before  the  Finance  Committee. 

PRESIDENT  :  He  speaks  of  retrenchment  schemes  and  not  new 
schemes. 

’  Mb.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to  Gov¬ 
ernment )  :  AU  retrenchment  schemes  will  be  placed  before  the  Finance 
Committee. . 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ):  Has  any  re¬ 
trenchment  scheme  been  placed  before  the  Finance  Committee  ? 

Mb.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to  Gov¬ 
ernment)  :■  I  think  such  schemes  were  placed. 

.  Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN(S/i,eri!a&i)  :  Hereafterthe  Finan¬ 
cial  Secretary  must  at  least  give  us  an  assufftnee  that  future ,  retrench¬ 
ment  schemes  will  be  placed  before  and  di'seusssed  by  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee. 

PRESIDENT :  Under  the  constitution  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
such  schemes  being  considered  by  the  Finance  Committee.  I  think  there 
has  not  been  enough  time  for  formulating  and  placing  such  schemes  be¬ 
fore  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  NILAKANDA  PILLAI  (Ag.  Financial  Secretary  to  Govern¬ 
ment):  In  this  connection,  I  may  say  for  the  information  of  the  House 
that  according  to  the  latest  figures  available  the  surplus  of  last  year 
amounts  to  nearly  Rs.  8  lakhs. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  Has 
any  financial  forecast,  been  made  of  the  probable  addition  to  public; 
revenue  that  we  may  have  for  the  next  twenty  years  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  not  quite  relevant  to  the  resolution  in 
hand. 

MS.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad): 

I  will  explain  its  relevancy.  When  I  was  speaking  I  urged  ,  that  'the 
resolution  should  not  only  be  accepted  but  also  extended.  But  the  • 
appointment  of  a  committee  would  thresh  out  several  matters  connected  ■ 
with  finance-  I  leave  the  question  to  you. 


TRAVANCORE  UJCtlSEAIIVE  COUNCIL.  [1ST  NOVEMBER  1923. 


PRESIDENT  :  T  now  place  the  resolution  before  the  House. 

■  -k^tolution  was  l111*  to  tlw  vote  and  lost,  15  voting  for  and  23 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRI8HNA  PTLLAI  :  (I  mkrrn  cum  EtU,mr)  ■ 
Sir,  1  demand  a  poli. 

A  poll  was  taken  with  the  following  result: 

AYES  15. 


Mr.  T.  M..  Chidambaratanu  Pillai 
,,  A.  Giovinda  Menon 
,,  C.  P.  ICochukunju  Pillai 
S.  Krishna  Aiyar 
,,  T.  Knmara  Pillai 
,,  M.  It.  Madhava  Variar 
„  P.  K.  Naravana  Pillai 
„  M.  N.  Pillai 


Mr.  N.  Padmanabha  Pillai 
,,  Joseph  Panjikaran 
»  -K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 
„  '  Gr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 
,,  N.  Kamakrishna  Pillai 
„  K.  Dominic  Tonnnan 
„  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai 


NO  EH  23 


Mr.  1.  0.  Chaeko 
,,  Paul  Y.  Daniel 
„  B.  Dhannkoti  Pillai 
„  Ij.  C.  Hodgson 
„  M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai 
,,  E.  Krishna  Pillai 
Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai 
The  Rev.  Fr.  Knriakose  Y^tikka- 
palii 

Do.wan  Bahadur  .  * .'TV 

1 >r.  P-  N.  Dakshmarran 
.Mr.  T.  Lakslnnana  Pillai 
,,  K.  0.  Mammon  Mappillai 
The  resolution  was  lost. 

PEE  SID  ENT  :  Wo  will  now- 
morrow. 

The  House  rose  at  5-d3  r.  ir. 


Mr.  K.  V.  Natesa  Aiyar 
,,  E.  Nilakanda  Pillai 
,,  8.  Paramesvara  Aiyar 
,,  P.  Paramesvaran 
„  W.  H.  Pitt 
,,  C.  Bamankunju 
„  M.  Baja  Baja  Vaiuia 
Bao  Bahadur  K.  V.  Rangaswami 
Aiyangar 

Mr.  H.  G.  I  I.  Robinson.- 
,,  V.  Sul)l>a  Aiyar 

S.  Subrahmanya  Karavalar 
„  A.  J.  Van  Ross 


rise  and  meet  again  at  1.1-30  to- 


>  PAIiAMifiSYARA  AIYaB, 

St'ort  iiiry  to  the  l.ajidoiiin-  Council. 


TRAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

FIRST  SESSION  1099. 

Friday,  the  2nd,  November,  1923, 


{< OFFICIAL  REPORT.) 


The  Council  met  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at  Eleven 
Thirty-six  of  the  Clock.  The  President  was  in  the  Chair. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

{Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standing  Order  No.  12— 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  the  questions  and  answerB  to  be  put  and  given  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  shall  be  placed  on  the  Council  table  15  minutes  before  the  President  takes 
his  seat. 

(2)  The  questions  shall  be  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner :  - 

The  Secretary  shall  call  the  name  of  eaoh  interpeilator  in  serial  order,  specify  the 
serial  nnmbor  of  his  questions  and  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  he  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary  question. 
Supplementai'y  questions  must  be  put  immediately  after  the  principal  questions  to  whioh 
they  relato.] 

Revision  of  Salaries  in  the  Sanskrit  College  and  the  Curator’s  Office, 
50.  Mb.  V.  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  (ChirayinUl) :  (a)  Is 
it  a  fact  that  Government  sanctioned, increments  of  pay  to  the  staff  in 
the  Department  for  the  Preservation  of  Oriental  Literature  as  per  report 
of  the  Salaries  Committee  in  the  following  manner,  viz : 

Rs.  25  to  50,  •  '  "  . 

„  40  „  70, 

„  70  „  100? 

(b)  Is  it  a  fact  that,  when  they  sanctioned  similar  increments  in 
the  Sanskrit  College,  only  the  following  scales  were  allowed,  viz; 

Rs.  50  to  60, 

„  60  „  70, 

„  70  and 

„  100  ?  . 

(c)  Are  not  the  qualifications  of  pandits  in  these  two  institutions 
more  or  less  equal  ? 

(d)  Is  the  rate  or  scale  of  increment  sanctioned  in  the  Sanskrit 

College  less  than  or  equal  to  that  recommended  by  the  Salaries  Com¬ 
mittee  ?  -  • 

(e)  Were  the  Principal  of  the  Arts  College  and  the  Curator,  in 
charge  of  the  Department  for  the  Preservation  of  Oriental  Literature 
consulted  when  the  scales  of  pay  were  revised  in  those  institutions? 
ehP.T.  1304-  310.  4-12-23. 
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(/)  Did  the  Government  consult  the  Principal  of  the  Sanskrit 
College  when  the  scales  of  pay  for  the  staff  of  that  college  were  revised  ? 

(g)  Has  the  Principal  of  the  Sanskrit  College  complained  that  the 
rates  of  increments  to  his  college,  staff  were  not  sanctioned  as  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Salaries  Committee  ? 

Mr.  S.  P  ABA  MBS  VAR  A  AIYAB  (Secretory  to  Government)-, 
(a)  The  old  and  the  revised  scales  of  pay  of  the  staff  of  pandits  in 
the  office  of  the  Curator  for  the  Preservation  of  Oriental  Literature 
and  in  the  Sanskrit  College,  and  the  proposals  of  the  Salaries  Com¬ 
mittee  are  given  below 

(a)  Office  of  the  Curator  for  the  Preseroatio), 

Old  nealr.  A  s  proposed  by  the 

Salaries  Committee. 

1  Head  Pandit  on  1  Head  Pandit  on 

Rs.  50-5/1-75.  Rs.  70-5/1-100. 

2  Pandits  on  Rs.  40-  3  First  Grade  Pandits 

on  Es.  50-5/2-70. 

2  Assistant  Pandits  on  3  Second  Grade 
■Rs.  30.  Pandits  on 

Bs.  40-2/1-50. 

2  Assistant  Pandits  on 
Bs.  25. 

3  Scribes  on  Bs.  25.  3  Scribes  on 

Bs.  25-5/2-40. 

(5)  and  (d)  Sanskrit  College. 


of  Oriental  Literature. 
Revised  scale. 

1  Head  Pandit  on 
Es.  70-5/1-100 

4  Pandits  on 
Bs.  50-5/1-70 

5  Assistant  Pandits  on 
Bs.  40-2/1-50. 


1  Pandit  on 

Bs.  70-5/1-100. 

2  Pandits  on 
Bs.  50-5/1-70. 

3  Assistant  Pandits  on 
Bs.  40-5/2-50 

1  Sahitya  teacher  on 
Es.  50-5/1-150. 


3  Chief  Pandits  on 
Bs.  70-5/1-100. 

3  Assistant  Pandits  on 
Bs.  50-512-70. 

1  Sahitya  teacher  on  ' 
Bs.  50-5/2-70. 


2  Senior  Pandits  on 
Bs.  70-5/1-100. 

1  Chief  Pandit  on 
Bs.  50-5/1-70. 

3  Assistant  Pandits  on 
Bs.  40-5/2-60- 1 

1  Sahitya  teacher  oh 
Bs.  50-5/1-70. 


(c)  The  Public  Service  Notification  exempts  the  Head  Pandit, 
Pandits  and  Assistant  Pandits  of  the  Curator’s  office  from  the  rule  re¬ 
garding  minimum  educational  qualification,  while  the  Pandits  and 
Assistant  Pandits  in  the  Sanskrit  College  ( Sastra-  Department)  have  to 
be  Mahopadhyayas  under  that  notification.  In  practice,  however',  the 
qualifications  of  pandits  in  both  the  institutions  are  more  or  less  the 
same. 


(<)  The  Director  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Curator  for  the 
Preservationof  Oriental  Literature  were  consulted  before  the  Government 
passed  orders. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWEBS.  239 

(  f)  The  Principal  of  the  Sanskrit  College  was  not  consulted,  as 
he  is  not  the  head  of  his  department. 

(g)  He  has  complained  to  the  Director  that,  in  the  case  of  one 
particular  post,  the  recommendation  of  the  Salaries  Committee  has  not 
been  accepted  by  Government. 

Vernacular  Text-Book  Goumittee- 

51.  Mb.  K.  PABAMESVABA1T  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ):  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement  showing : 

(1)  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Malayalam  Text-Book 
Committee  for  the  last  ten  years ; 

(2)  the  number  of  years  during  which  each  served  on  the  Com¬ 
mittee  ; 

(3) '  the  names  of  the  books,  if  any,  of  each  of  the, members,  pre¬ 
scribed  or  approved  in  English  as  well  as  in  vernacular  schools,  during' 
the  tenure  of  their  membership  ; 

(4)  the  classes  for  which  each  of  these  books  was  prescribed  or 

approved ;  , 

(5)  the  number  of  years  these  bocks  were  considered  as  text¬ 
books; 

(13)  the  date  of  publication  of  each  book  ;  and 

(7)  the  date  of  each  being  prescribed  or  approved  as  a  text-book, 
by  the  Committee  ? 

Mb.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  {Secretary  \  to  Government)  ’ 

(1)  and  (2)  The  Government  A hianao  and  Directory  from  1918 
onwards  contains  the  required  information.  There  is.no  Text-Book 
Committee  for  Malayalam  alone;  nor  was  there  any  separate  Text-Book 
Committee  for  the  vernacular  languages  before  1917. 

(3)>  (4),  (5)  and  (7)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  Education  sheets 
of  the  Government  Gazette  dated  6-3-1917,  13-3-1917,  10-4-1917, 
15-5-1917,  5-6-1917,  18-9-1917,  12-2-1918,,  20-3-1918,  16-4-1918, 
7-5-1918,  16-7-1918,  3-9-1918,  11-2-1919,  13-5-1919,  20-5-1919,.  3-6- 
1919,  24-6-1919,  15-7-1919,  13-4-1920,  20-4-1920,  18-5-1920,,  1-6-1920, 
15-6-1920:,  13-7-1920,  17-8-1920,  19-4-1921,  10-5-1921,  17-5-1921, 
24-5-1921,  14-6-1921,  20-9-1921,  16-5-1922,  30-5-1922,6-6-1922, 
13-6-1922  and  1-5-1923. 

(6)  Government  have  no  information. 

Arrears  of  ALlcari  Kiel- 

52.  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ^Trivandrum) :  Will,  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  the  amounts  written  off  during  1097  and  1098 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  Excise  Commissioner  on  account  of  arre¬ 
ars  of  Ust  due'  from  the  holders  of  arrack  and  toddy  shops  who  had  de¬ 
faulted  payment  and  the  reasons  advanced  by  the  Excise  Commissioner 
for  making  such  recommendations  ? 


‘240  TRAVANU01U5  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.  [2ND  NOVEMBER  1923, 

[Mr.  8.  Paramesvara  Aiyar.]  • 

Mr.  8.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ) :  As 
regards  the  amount  written  off  during  1097,  the  member  is  referred  to 
page  34  of  the  Administration  Report  for  1097.  The  figure  for  1098  is 
Rs.  4,470.  The  amounts  were  written  off  as  the  defaulters  were  found 
to  possess  no  property  from  which  the  arrears  could  be  recovered. 

Re-auuti<ming  of  Arrank  and  Toddy  Shops. 

53.  Mr.  T.  KUMAR  A  PILLAI  (ISranid  cum  Viluoankod ): 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  arrack  and 

toddy  shops  had  to  be  re-auctioned  for  default  of  payment  of  fast  in  1097 
and  1098  V 

(/i)  What  was  the  fall  in  the  bid  incurred  by  conducting  such 
re-auction  V 

(o)  What  amount  had  to  bo  written  off  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commissioner  from  the  amount  of  arrears  due' 
to  the  failure  of  payment  of  hist  ?  Will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state  what  explanation  the  Commissioner  has  for  the  same  V 

•  Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  27  arrack  shops  and  5  toddy  shops  were  re-auctioned  in  1097 
and  33  arrack  shops  and  10  toddy  shops  in  1098,  for  default  of  payment 
of  hist. 

(b)  The  fall  in  the  bid  at  the  re-auction  was  as  below  : 

1097.  1098. 

Es.  Chs.  C.  Es.  Ohs.  C. 

Arrack  12,737  7  5  1,545  0  0 

Toddy  2,020  0  0  280  0  0 

(c)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  given  to  question  No.  52 
by  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai. 

Students  Debarred  from  Attending  Colleges, 

54.  Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ghengannur  cum  Patta- 
namtitta) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  re-consider  the 
case  of  those  students  who  were  debarred  from,  attending  colleges  by 
the  Madras  University  on  account  of  the  students’  strike  and  recom¬ 
mend  to  the  University  the  remission  of  their  punishment '? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

The  matter  is  one  between  the  Principal  of  the  College  and  the 
University.  • 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta):  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  ask  the  Principal  to  re¬ 
consider  the  question  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) :  The 
answer  is  there.  It  is  a  matter  entirely  between  the  Principal  of 
the  College  and  the  University,  in  which  the  Government  cannot  take 
any  initiative. 
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Supply  °f  Drinking  Water  in  Trivandrum. 

55.  Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinlcara )  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  .  the  table  a  statement 
containing  fall  particulars  regarding'  the  action  taken  or  proposed  to  be 
taken  by  them  for  the  supply  of  pure  drinking  water  in  Trivandrum  V 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

A  scheme  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  town  from  Aruvikkara  has 
been  received  by  Government  from  the  special  officer  deputed  for  the  in¬ 
vestigation.  Another  scheme  for  the  supply  of  electricity  to  the  town  by 
using  the  water-power  at  Aruvikkara  has  also  been  received  from  the 
Government  Electric  Engineer.  The  feasibility  of  a  combined  scheme 
for  the.  supply  of  electricity  and  water  to  the  town  is  being  examined  by 
the  Chief  Engineer. 

Me.  G.  PAEAMESYAEAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattmkara ) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  approximately  what  further  time  will 
be  required  for  giving  us  the  conclusions  of  the  -Government  in  regard 
to  this  matter  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) ; 

It  is  not  possible  to  say  definitely  just  now. 

Criminal  Appeals  in  the  Devicolam  District  Magistrate' s  Court . 

5(5.  Me,  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Eaftika- 

palli)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  criminal 
appeals  were  filed  in  the  court  of  the  Devicolam  District  Magistrate  and 
how  many  disposed  of  by  the  Devicolam  Commissioner  in  his  capacity  as 
District  Magistrate  during  1098  V 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

Two. 

Criminal  Cases  in  the  Devicolam  District  Magistrate’s  Court. 

57..  Me.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAE  ( Mavelikara  cum  Eariika - 

palli) Will  the  Government. be  pleased  to  state  how  many  original 
criminial  cases  were  filed  in  the  Devicolam  District  Magistrate’s  Court 
and  how  many  tried  and  decided  in  the  said  court  during  1098  ? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

Eleven. . 


Extension  of  Daddy  Cultivation.  . 

58.  Me.  C.  P.  KOCHUKtINJU  PILLAI  {EottaraUra  cum 
Eunnattur) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  steps  they 
have  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  following  G.  O.’s  referred  to  in  the  answer 
to  question  No.  116. asked  at  the  meeting  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
held  on  the  10th  Vrischikam,  1098,  regarding  the  extension  of  paddy 
cultivation  in  the  State :  . 
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(i)  Gr.  0.  No.  144-1/F.  aud-M.  R,  dated  the  18th  April,  1917  ; 

(ii)  Gr.  0-  No.  930/L.  B.,  dated  the  8th  February,  1920;  and 

(iii)  Dis.  No.  1197  of  22/Kevenuc,  dated  the  2nd  November, 

1922. 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretar, if  to  Government) :  A 
state  nent  *  supplying  the  information  required  by  the  member  is 
appended. 

Imp  or! t>j  Tobacco  into  Trarancoru. 

59.  Mn.  N.  IIAMAKEISIINA  PILLAI  (Vailcam  cum  Etlu- 
manur):  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  furnish  a  state¬ 
ment  containing  the  following  information  : 

(i)  the  quantity  of  tobacco  (Jaffna,  Coimbatore  and  Tinnevelly) 
imported  into  Travancore  during  the  last  twelve  years;  and 

(ii)  the  total  quantity  of  snuff,  cigars,  cigarettes,  beedies  and 
other  kinds  of  Indian  manufactured  tobacco  imported  during  these 
years  ? 

(b)  What  is  the  estimated  amount  of  money  sent  out  of  the  State 
on  account  of  the  purchase  of  these  commodities  in  each  of  these 
years  7 

(c)  Have  the  Government  made  any  investigation  as  to  whether 
there  is  any  place  in  Travancore  suited  for  the  cultivation  of  tobacco'7  If 
not,  do  the  Government  propose  to  have  tobacco  cultivated  in  Travan- 
corc  ? 

Mr.  8,  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government)', 

(a)  (i)  and  (ii)  Statements  t  giving  the  required  information  are 
laid  on  the  table. 

(b)  The  money  value  of  these  imports  for  1097  is  Bh.Es.  47,40,430. 
The  figures  for  the  other  years  are  not  available. 

•  (e)  The  question  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  N.  EAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikdm  cum  Ettumanur) : 

May  I  know  how  the  money  value  for  1097  was  arrived  at  with 
regard  to  part  (l>)  ? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

It  is  based  on  the  tariff  value  of  the  several  species  of  tobacco 
imported. 

Mr.  N.  EAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI  (Valham,  cum  Ettumanur)  i 

May  I  know  why  the  figures  for  the  other  years  are  not  available '? 

Mr.  B.  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government) ! 

They  are  not  just  now  available.  If  the  .  member  wants  those 
figures  they  will  be  called  for.  . 


Fide  Appendix  1 — page  248. 
Vide  Appendix  II— -page  25a. 
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Maintenance  of  Village  Roads  in  the  Muvattupnzhct  Taluk, . 

60.  Mr.  TARIATU  fKUNJTTOMMAN  •  (MiwaUuptizha)  : 

(«■)  Will  the  G  overnment  be  pleased' to  state  why  several  of  the 

village  roads  in  the  Muvattupuzha  taluk  which  used  to.  be  maintained 
in  the  past  years  were  not  maintained  in  1098  ? 

(b)  Will  the.  Government  be  pleased  to  arrange  for  the  speedy 
repair  of  these  village  roads  which  were  not  maintained  in  1098  ?  . 

Mr.  R,  KRISHNA  PILEAI (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
(a)  This  was  done  With  a  view  to  utilise  the  maintenance  grant  for 
the  conversion  of  some  of  the  more  important  and  frequented  village  roads 
into  cartable  roads.  In  1098  alone,  about  14  miles  of  such  village  roads 
in  the  Muvattupuzha  sub-division  were  so  converted  into  cartable 
roads. 

(6)  Yes. 

Renetoal  of  the  Abkari  Contract  with  Mr.  Nadar. 

61.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  .Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  whether  it  is  true  that  the  contract  for  the 

’three  taluks  of  Parur,  Alangad  and  Eunnatnad,  as  also  Shertallai,  has 
again  been  given  to  Mr.  Nadar  without. a  Government  notification  or 
a  public  sale? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
If  the  member  refers  to  the  next  biennial  contract,  that  is,  for  1,100  and . 
.1,101  M.  E.,  the  answer  is  in  the. negative. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  say  whether  it  is  true  that  the  contract  for  the  three.taluks 
of  Parur,  Alengad  and  ICunnatnad,  as.  also  Shertallai,  has  been  given  to 
Mr.  Nadar  without  a  Government  notification  or  public  sale  for  the 
years  1098  and  1099,  and  if  so,  why  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  -AXYAR;  (Secretary  to  Government): 

This  question  Was  .answered  at  a  previous  session  when  it  was 
stated  that,  on  a  fair  calculation  of -the  reasonable  rentals,  the  contract 
for  these  taluks  was  given  to  Mr.  Nadar. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  Was  any  notification 
put  up  ?i 

PRESIDENT  It  has  been  answered  at  a  previous  session  and 
you  may  refer  to  that  answer.  ;  - 

Monopoly.  System  xml  Bale  of  Salt  m  Trivandrum.  Depot.  ... 

62.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated)  :  Will  the  Govern- 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  :• 

a)  what  the  cause  for  the  abolition  of  the  monopoly  system  in 
regard  to  the  supply  and  sale  of  salt  in  the  Trivandrum  Depdt  was ; 

(b)  why  the  storage  and  sale  of  .salt  by  Government  Were,  restored 
:in  the  same  depot  last  year; 
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(e)  whether  a  recognition  of  the  evils  of  the  supply  and  sale  system 
by  an  individual  contractor  was  not  the  cause  of  the  revival  of  the  G  ov¬ 
ernment  sales  in  the  above  depot ;  and 

(«!)  whether  the  salt  concerned  has  been  analysed  with  a  view 
to  see  whether  it  is  fit  for  human  consumption,  and  if  not,  whether 
the  Government  will  be  so  good  as  to  order  such  analysis  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

( a )  Government  are  not  aware  of  the  introduction  of  the  monopoly 
system  in  the  Trivandrum  Depot  at  any  time. 

(h)  The  system  of  storage  and  sale  of  salt  by  Government  was  re¬ 
stored  in  tho  depot  from  the  1st  Vrisohikam,  1097,  as  it  was  found  that 
owing  to  the  closure  of  tho  depot  the  price  of  salt  in  Trivandrum  had 
risen. 

(c)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

{ (1)  Only  salt  fit  for  human  consumption  is  sent  to  tho  depot  for  sale. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  What  was  the  system' 
that  prevailed  in  the  Port  Depot,  Trivandrum,  before  the  present  system 
of  sale  and  storage  was  restored  in  1097  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAR,  AMES  VAR  A  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government):  The 
old  system  was  stopped  inMakaram  1090. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  With  reference  to  part  (g) 
how  was  it  tested  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

The  Excise  Commissioner  has  satisfied  himself. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  How  w’as  it  tested  ?  If  so, 
when  and  where  ‘f 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

This  has  been  answered  at  a  previous  session,  when  it  was  stated 
that  the  salt  was  tested  by  the  Chemical  Examiner. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated)  :  My  question  is  how  it  was 
tested. 

PRESIDENT :  It  has  already  been  answered. 

Salt  Manufacture. 

63.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  the  area  under  salt  cultivation  up  to  the  end  of  1093  and  up 
to  the  end  of  1098,  respectively ; 

(5)  the  increase  in  the  output  of  salt  during  these  five  years  ; 

(<;)  what  the  average  yield  per  acre  is ; . 

(<7)  whether-  there  is  no  scope  for  the  further  development  of  the 
salt  industry  in  south  Travancore ; 
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{e)  whether  Government  propose  making  any  experiments  to 
gee  if  salt  can  be  manufactured  in  the  Kayankulam  and  other  back¬ 
waters  in  central  and  north  Travancore ; 

(f)  whether  the  Government  are  aware  that  salt  used  to  be  manu¬ 
factured  in  Kayankulam  before ; 

■  (g)  whether,  even  if  the  salt  that  can  be  manufactured  there  is 
not  of  superior  quality,  it  cannot  be  used  for  fish-curing  and  manorial 
purposes ;  and 

{/(.)  whether  transport  and  other  charges  will  not  be  greatly 
reduced  on  the  salt  so  manufactured  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAKAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government)-. 

(a)  The  area  under  salt  cultivation  at  the  end  of  1093  was  380*08 
acres,  and  at  the  end  of  1098,  427*81  acres. 

(h)  Eor  tho  years  1093  to  1097,  the  member  is  referred  to  the 
Administration  Reports  for  those  years.  The  increase  in  1098  was 
1,32,119  maunds  as  compared  with  1097. 

(c)  1,300'28  maunds  in  1098.  1 

(d)  Yes,  at  the  Rajakkamangalam  attorn-  when  the  protective 
works  at  the  bar  are.  completed. 

(e)  The  past  experience  of  Government  shows  that  there  is 
nothing  to  be  gained  in  making  further  experiments. 

( f )  Yes,  till  1040  M.  E. ;  but  the  salt'  produced  there  was  of  a 
very  inferior  quality.  , 

(g)  It  cannot  be  used  for  fish-curing ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
Government,  it  would  not  pay  to  produce  it  for  manurial  purposes..  But 
Government  have  no  objection  to  private  persons  manufacturing  salt 
from  the  backwaters  of  central  and  north  Travancore,  subject  to  the 
Salt  Regulation  and  the  rules  thereunder. 

(/;.)  This  question  does  not  arise  in  the  light  of  the  answer  to 
part  (/). 

Mr.  A.'  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ) :  With  reference  to  part  ( e ), 
when  were  the  experiments  made,  by  whom,  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  experiments  and-  what  the  results? 

PRESIDENT:  The  answer  is  that  the  past  experience  of  Gov¬ 
ernment  shows  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  in  making  further 
experiments. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated)  :  I  want  to  know  when 
these  experiments  were  male,  where  these  experiments  were  made,  by 
whom,  and  the  nature  of  those  experiments. 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVA.RA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)-. 

By  various  private  persons  up  to  1040  M.  E. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated)  -.  With  regard  to  (y),_  was  it 
ascertained  after  experiments  ? 

"  Mr.  S.  PARAMESYARA  AIYAR  (Secretary .  to  Government)  ; 

Yes.  . 

Vbl.  IV -  No.  4.  ..  .  2  > 
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Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  •.  Bv  whom  and  when? 
Laughter.) 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government ): 

That  is  what  the  Excise  Commissioner  says.  If  further  information 
is  needed,  it  requires  notice. 

Land.  Gusto  as  Pegulation. 

04.  Mu.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Will  the.  Government 
ho  pleased  to  state : 

(а)  when  the  Land  Customs  Regulation  was  passed; 

(б)  whether  any  rules  under  the  Regulation  have  been  framed 

as  yet ; 

(c)  if  they  have  not  been  framed,  how  the  Regulation  is  being 
worked ;  and 

( d )  whether  a  special  officer  was  not  deputed  to  Madras  to  ac¬ 
quaint  himself  with  the  rules  anil  the  working  of  the  Regulation  in 
Madras,  and  if  so,  when  ? 

M.r.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)-.. 

The  Land  Customs  Regulation  was  passed  in  1091.  No  rules, 
notifications,  forms,  etc.,  have  yet  been  published  under  the  Regulation  ex¬ 
cept  rules  under  Section  13  relating  to  licenses  for  the  storage  of  dutiable 
goods  at  or  near  the  frontier  for  sale.  With  a  view  to  remedy  the  defect, 
Mr.  T.  V.  Ramala-ishna  Aiyar,  Assistant  Excise  Commissioner,  was 
entrusted,  in  1097,  with  the  work  of  drafting  the  rules,  notifications,  etc., 
under  the  above  Regulation.  He  was  permitted  to  visit  Madras,  Pondi- 
chery  and  British  Cochin  to  study  the  working  of  the  Customs  Rules  in 
the  Customs  houses  in  those  places  and  to  prepare  and  submit  draft 
rules  for  the  approval  of  Government.  He  has  accordingly  submitted 
them  to  the  Excise  Commissioner  who  is  scrutinising  them  before 
submission  to  Government. 

Mr,  A-  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  My  question  in  part  (c)  has 
not  been  answered.  How  is  the  Regulation  worked? 

Mil.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 

With  the  help  of  the  rules  framed  under  section  13.  They  are  the 
only  rules  so  far  framed.  There  are  also  the  provisions  of  the  Regulation 
and  with  their  help  the  law  is  worked  at  present. 

Private  Practice  of  Medical  Officers. 

(i.1).  MR.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  he  pleased  to  state  whether  it.  is  true  that  medical  officers 
who  treat  well-to-do  private  patients  aDd  receive  big  fees  from  them 
give  them  medicines  from  hospitals,  when  they  can  afford  to  buy  medi¬ 
cines  from  outside  ? 
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Mb  R  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Medicines  are  given  free  to  well-to-do  patients  also  to  the  extent  avail¬ 
able  in  the  hospitals. 

Alleppey  Commercial  Canal. 

(36.  Mb.  A.  HOOGBWERK  :  Will  the  Government 

be  pleased  to  state  : 

(а)  the  total  length  of  the  Alleppey  canal  known  as  the  AUeppey  . 
Commercial  Canal', 

(б)  what  portion  of  this  canal  has  been  completed,  and  how  much 

still  remains  to  be  completed;  - 

(c)  when  the  work  of  improvement  of  this  canal  was  begun,  and 

when  it  is  likely  to  finish ; 

during  1097  and  1098  are  ? 

'  Mk.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  ; 

(a)  2i  miles  roughly 

(b)  1  mile  and  271  running  feet  (except  for  a  short  length  on  one 

side  in  the  third  section) ;  6  furlongs  remain  to  be  done. 

' ' .  (0)  Medam  1086.  It  is  likely  to  be  finished  in  about  five  years.  ■ , 

the  finished  portions. 


I  kandam  i 
(1,000  acre's)  j 


■  was  found  to  measure  only 
acres.  If,  lus  been 
:  decided  that  the  disposal  of 
the  land  should  he  under  the 
Land  Colonisation  Scheme, 
draft  rules  regarding  which 
!  have  been  published  in  the- 
(Str.t'Hc  for  public  criticism. 

This  block  has  been  dis¬ 
afforested,  but  tho  disposal 
j  of  if  lias  been  ordered  to  lie 
;  oyer  till  tho  Adirappalli  Ir- 
|  rigation  Scheme  under  con 
|  temptation  is  settled, 
j  This  block  has  been  dia- 
|  afforested  and  registered. 


Cardamom  An  extent  of  50(V6(i  acres 

Hills  Bcsovvo.  0f  ]aua  was  ,su|.Vcyed,  of 
which  2(5(,)'lt)  acres  have  been 
assigned.  Steps  for  the 
registry  of  tho  remaining 
!  area  were  not  taken  in  view 
!  of  the  order  of  Government 
prohibiting  further  registry 
of  lands  within  the  Carda- 
|  mom  Hills  Beserve. 
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Appendix  1, — {amid.) 


Serial 

No. 

1 

Name  of  block 
and  approxi- 

Situation. 

Action  taken. 

mate  rate- 

5 

Olikkallu 

Kumarainperur 

The  actual  area  of  these 

(100  acres) 

Block  A. 

two  blocks  was  found  to  be 

(i 

Kuttattukulam 

Do.  North. 

284'25  acres  (80  acres  in  the 

Mannu  (150 

Olikkallu  and  204'25  in  the 

acres) 

Kuttattukulam  Mannu)  and 
the  whole  area  has  been 
assigned. 

7 

Voliarippu 
Vayal  (100 
acres) 

Yerur  Reserve. 

The  assignment  of  about 
96  acres  of  land  in  this  block 

■  has  been  ordered.  The  ex¬ 

act  area  will  be  known  only 
after  the  survey  records  are 

closed. 

8  ! 

Edavam  and 

Pallode  Reserve. 

An  extent  of  77 '59  acres 

Kalachal 

out  of  this  block  has  been 

Karikam 

assigned.  Steps  for  the 

(104  acres) 

registry  of  tlie  remaining 
available  area  are  in  pro¬ 

gress. 

(2)  (7.  0.  No.  930 jL.  B.,  dated  the  8th  February  1920.  The 
measures  proposed  for  the  extension  of  paddy  cultivation  and  the  action 
taken  in  pursuance  of  the  proposals  in  the  Gr.  0.  are  summarised 


Measures  proposed. 

1..  Registry  of  portions 
of  the  /Vellayani 
lake. 


Action  taken. 

As  ordered  in  paragraph  2  of  the  G.  0., 

.  the  lake  was  inspected  by  the  Dewan 
Peishkar,  Trivandrum,  and  by  the 
Dewan,  in  company  with  the  Executive 
Engineer,  Southern  Division.  It  was 
observed  by  them  that  a  major  portion 
of  the  lake  could  be  converted  into 
paddy  land,  leaving  a  portion  for  irri¬ 
gation  purposes  during  hot  weather. 
But,  before  finally  sanctioning  the 
scheme,  the  Chief  Engineer  has  been 
asked  to  investigate  it  and  send  up  a 
detailed  report  as  to  what  portions  of 
the  lake  could  be  converted.  His  re- 
port'is  awaited. 
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Measures  proposed. 

2.  liegistry  of  kari 
lands  near  the 
Tottappalli  Lock 
and  of  reclama¬ 
tions  from  the  Ka- 
yanknlam  lake. 


3.  Conversion  of  single 
crop  Myal  Lands 
in  the  taluks  of 
Muvattupuzha, 
Kunnatnad  and 
Minachil  into 
double  crop  wet 
lands. 


4.  Kestoration  of  rain- 
fed  tanks  in  the 
Kalkulam  taluk. 


Action  taken. 

Of  the  total  area  of  1,481*81  acres  of  kari 
lands  available  for  registry,  an  extent 
of  181*11  acres  of  land  was  registered 
in  1097  and  9*10  acres  reserved  for 
registry  in  the  names  of  the  members 
of  the  depressed  classes.  Steps  are  in 
progress  for  the  registry  of  317*79 
acres  of  land  in  the  names  of  Pulayas, 
451*53  acres  in  the  names  of  Arayans 
and  22*20  acres  in  the  names  of  other 
classes  of  people.  It  is  reported  that 
there  is  no  demand  for  the  remaining 
area  available. 

The  reclamations  from  the  Kayankulam 
lake  aro  reported  to  have  been  disposed 
of  by  registry. 

At  the  conference  held  prior  to  the  issue 
of  the  G.  0.  in  question,  the  Dewan 
Peishkar,  Kottayam,  said  that  such 
lands  could  ho  converted  into  double 
crop  lands  if  the  percolation  and  ab¬ 
sorption  which  the  soil  is  susceptible  of 
could  he  stopped  and  that  experiments 
were  being  tried  to  achieve  this  ob¬ 
ject.  No  further  report  on  the  subject 
has  yet  been  received  from  him. 

At  the  conference  referred  to  above,  the 
Director  of  Agriculture  suggested  the 
desirability  of  appointing  a  special  stafi 
consisting  of  an  Executive  or  an  Assis¬ 
tant  Engineer  and  a  few  overseers  to 
inspect  and  report  on  the  condition  of 
the  irrigation  sources  and  ‘  submit  pro¬ 
posals  for  their  restoration  in  the  order 
of  their  importance  and  urgency.  The 
suggestion  was  referred  to  the  Chief 
Engineer  for  an  expression  of  his 
views.  In  the  meantime,  the  question 
of  restoring  the  minor  irrigation  tanks 
in  the  Neyyattinkara,  Vilavankod,  To* 
vala,  Agastisvaram,  and  Kalkulam 
taluks,  was  taken  up  and  considered  by 
Government,  and  in  disposing  of  that 
question,  the  Chief  Engineer  has  been 
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Measures  proposed. 


-  5.  Issue  of  rules  under 
the  Land  Improvement  and 
Agricultural  Loans  Regu¬ 
lation  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  grant  of  loans  to  ryots 
for  the  purchase  of  seeds, 
manure,  etc. 


6.  Growth  of  -  leaf  man¬ 
ure  and  -  the  grant  of  faci¬ 
lities  do  the  ryots  for  the 


Action  taken.  . 

asked  to  get  estimates  for  the  most  ur¬ 
gent  works  in  the  taluks  of  Tovala, 
Agastisvaram  and  Kalkulam  prepared 
after  consulting  the  ryots,  and  submit 
them  to  Government.  Action  is  being 
■  taken in  accordance  with  the  decision,. 
It  has  also  been  decided  that,  unlike 
the  tanks  in  the  Neyyattinkara  and 
Vilavankod  taluks,  where  half  the  cost 
of  restoration  should  be  defrayed  by 
the  ryots  pro  rcUa,  the  whole  cost  of 
restoration,  for  the  first  time,  in  the 
taluks  of  Tovala,  Agastisvaram  and 
Kalkulam  should  be  borne  by  the 
Government  alone.  • 

The  rules  under  the  Land  Improvement 
and  Agricultural  Loans  Regulation 
have  already  been  issued  under  date 
the  30th  April,  1921,  and  the  rules  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  grant  of  loans  for  such 
purposes  as  the  purchase  of  seed, 
manure,  cattle,  etc.  In  regard  to 
securities  to  be  given  in  such  cases, 
rule  XII  (B)  provides  that  “  if  the 
loan  is  repayable,  within  two  years, 
personal  security  alone  may  be  ac¬ 
cepted”  and  “loans  repayable  within, 
2  years  and  not  exceeding  Rs.  200  in 
amount  may  also  be  granted  on  the 
1  personal  security  of  the  applicant  or 
the  joint  personal  security  of  the  appli¬ 
cant  and  one  or  more  other  persons" 
etc.  '  . 

The  report  of  the  Director  of  Agriculture 
on  the  subject  was  received.  He  stated 
that,  since  the  ryots  themselves  are; 
fully  aware  of  the  advantages  of  grass 
manure,  it  was  not  necessary  to  have 
any  large  area  cultivated  with  green 
manure  trees  for  demomtrational  . 
purposes,  but  that  it  would  be  sufficient 
Tor  the  department  to  start  work  on  .25 
acres  to  begin  with  and  open  a  seed 
farm-  This  proposal  has  been  sanc¬ 
tioned;  The  question  of  granting  lands 
on  concessional  terms  for -growing  leaf 
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Action  taken. 

manure  has  also  been  taken  up  by  the 
Government,  but  it  has  not  yet  beeu 
finally  settled.  The  matter  is  under 
reference  to  the  Director  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

An  extent  of  1988’(iG  acres  was  at  first 
said  to  be  available  for  registry  and  Gov¬ 
ernment  sanctioned  the  assignment  of 
tliis  area  subject  to  the  concessional 
terms  sanctioned  in  their  order  under 
reference.  But  it  was  subsequently 
found  that  an  extent  of  4.H0  acres  out 
of  the  above  area  fell  within  the  Car¬ 
damom  Hills  'Reserve,  wherein  further 
registry  has  been  prohibited  by  G ov-' 
eminent-,  and  this  block  was  therefore 
excluded  from  the-  acres  order¬ 

ed  to  be  assigned.  It  is  reported  that 
no  lands  have  yet  been  taken  up  on 
registry  under  the  concessional  terms 
for  paddy  cultivation. 

(8)  (1 .  0.  Die.  No.  1197  of  ;iS/ Itermuc  dated  the  .Unit  November, 
—  Government  resolved  to  throw  open  for  registry  such  of  the  lands 
in  the  reserved  forests  as  could  bo  registered  without  serious  detriment 
to  forest  conservancy.  Government  also  resolved  to  appoint  mixed 
committees  of  officials  and  non-officials  for  each  taluk  or  group  of  taluks 
as  might  he  convenient,  in  order  to  inspect  the  several  reserved  foiesfcs 
and  select  areas  fit  for  paddy  cultivation.  Three  such  committees 
were  appointed  in  the  first  instance  for  the  three  taluks  of  Poermade, 
Devicolam  and  Pattanapuram.  Subsequently,  committees  were  also 
appointed  for  the  taluks  of  Kottarakara,  Pattanamtitta,  Todupnzha, 
Muvattnpuzha  aud  Kunnatnad.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Peermade 
Committee  was  also  extended  to  the  fi vepakuthics  of  Oheruvalli,  Cliirak- 
kadavu,  Manimala  aud  Kanjirapalli,  north  and  south,  in  the  Changana- 
ehery  taluk.  Similarly,  the  committees  for  the  Pattanapuram  and 
Kottarakara  taluks  were  asked  to  bring  within  their  operation  the 
Yerur  and  Achencoil  Eeserved  Forests  in  the  Khoncottah  taluk  and 
the  Kummil  Reserved  Forest  in  the  Nednmangad  taluk,  respectively. 
The  reports  of  the  Peermade,  (so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Peermade 
taluk  alone)  Devicolam  and  Pattanapuram  Committees  have  been 
received  and  G.  O.’s  on  the  first  two  ihave  been  issued  and  published  in 
the  Gazette.  The  G.  0.  on  the  remaining  report  is  underi  ssue.  The 
other  five  committees  are  still  working  and  their  reports  have  not  yet 
been  received. 


Measures  proposed. 


7.  Registry  of  lands  in 
the  Devicolam  taluk  on 
concessional  terms. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS.  M3 

Appendix  II  A. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  Mo.  59. 

Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  tobacco  (Jaffna,  Coimbatore 
and  Tinnevelly)  imported  into  Travancore  for  the  last  twelve  years. 


| _  Quantity  of  tobacco  imported. 


Year. 

Jaffna. 

Coimbatore. 

Tinnevelly. 

Candies. 

Candies. 

Candies. 

losi; 

5,418 

7,378 

2,31.7 

1087 

5,515 

7,268 

2,317 

1088 

5,049 

8,269 

2,569 

1089 

5,740 

8,021 

2,642' 

1090 

5,208 

8,462 

2,433 

1091 

5,659 

8,823 

2,553 

1092 

5,675 

9,350 

2,571 

1098 

4,845 

9,662 

2,456 

1094 

5,671 

8,896 

2,237 

1095 

5,562 

8,847 

2,233 

1090 

5,598  I 

10,795 

2,386 

1097 

5,208 

11,182 

2,383 

Appendix  II  B. 


Statement  showing  the  total  quantity  of  snuff,  cigars,  cigarettes, 
beediea  and  other  kinds  of  Indian  manufactured  tobacco  imported' 
during  the  last  twelve  years. 


Year.  1 

Snuff, 

bottles. 

Cigars, 

lbs. 

Cigarettes, 

lbs. 

Beedies, 

lbs. 

Other  kinds  of 
Indian  manufae-. 
tured  tobacco, 
lbs. 

1086 

33,526 

12,308 

9,540 

22,477 

1087 

28,432 

13,109 

14,700 

18,881 

1088/ 

29,423 

13,866 

21,947 

23,864 

1089 

27,099 

16,826 

33,699 

30,548 

1090 

28,541 

15,615 

86,118 

37,006 

1091 

31,603 

17,927 

33,518 

1,32,871 

1092 

33,907 

.  16,520 

43,467 

1,72,600 

.  1093 

42,270 

16,924 

33,426 

1,50,968 

1,422 

1094 

16,612 

17,637 

19,986 

1,70,758 

37,680 

1095 

20,335 

22,899 

15,621 

2,76,075 

36,587 

1096 

31,764 

33,956 

30,174 

11,512 

35,859 

1097 

25,266 

34,604 

30,335 

14,622 

32,266 

Total 

3,88,838 

2,31,191 

3,72,531 

10,61,682 

1,43,814 

TRATANOOKK  MJfll  fltiAXtVR '  C-OraOt 


TTi.  | ‘2nd  November  1923. 

RESOLUTIONS  ON  MATTERS  OF  UENEBAL  PUBLIC 
INTEREST. 

Free  Supply  of  Books  !o  Certain  Pupils. 

PRESIDENT:  The  first  resolution  oil  the  agenda  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  resolution  by  Mr.  Tariatn  Kunjitomman. 

Tin*  Council  rrrriniuirni/s  to  the  Gor-emiiicnt  that  the  pupils  belong- 
ing  to  the  Piilagu,  Tarui/u  and  Malaeedar  eominvnUi.es  he  supplied, 
free  of  cost,  with  the  /««>/.•.<  required  hi/  them  during  the.  course  of  their 
priiuarij  education. 

Mr.  TAR  1  AT  1 1  KCN.I1TOMMAN  (gl  hi.eaUupinha):  o.  jejottb,  0..1 
oco!<fc,  amtsoistc)  i.',j)m)la\^.jutoO(bbcs6eTM_i3  oile;cwji61«e>Ooifl«  (gjotosSl 

tU>of  lg)  oejonvnoib)  b !’  ■i.  io^cBmwaOo  aoj<bari&6>0ata.0  o-ktu© 

8Jo^(2oaii|  .stOiO“xfl«sn5'3)P.onS'  offio  wa'ocoo  cno.ui-jn^a’iabolucoo^  c/61o..rocb 
a oja^aiD.  ^grcnoaro"  o.j'actbo  ifysPif n>o. 

o'.oo  oio^Mocb  oilojoi|);v(uoiwl.ti5  ojgsuo  <0)3600  <a'>)st063cno  og> 
<noo  gooj6)o  <oo3noimlfflj),06n§  oKgffl6n^®>°  «gjooaj|o  fflitx^joaioojaosx^r) 
tTOo  KDOJ iXlfcl  (5_)ffi(W|t6>''ll'O.OOX>’b6130o  <3  O  .t  00)0®  <B)  gQOI({)  gSKSHYK)  OJ®30m 

rcusi^ycnoo  §oa.id)£3  o®o  o.rico<W)p]63?a  <QjG(^c0inno.oooQ)SGi3Oo  $D®g-joOo 
a.ojcg)  o.iffl3anl-3)^cnoo  ovogiaoijjfrnoegjo.  meoJOOo  £Qoj«h6>s  oil 

^ogjocruorunlroSl  oj&a®:ii(2oc®ao5YYt)0.  fflo^jaaioitoaag.  @jcT06®3al®6 
coflffimrloo  cl  &)  oi>  6a-Jfb  <i(Wj  oq'^itsioodo  o.iocojloaaoaoo  fflVOolcoJOQjorn 
ojffiOKjjffl6in@ona  cOjsnocorafbCo  ac&osoi  cOjOgtdoo.  a<j)CYT)0(!5i  a-jejccDralssb 

o  o  o  ~a»  cl  eS -o  o_joqq>(d1(o6  ^  o  o  o  -ao  a  a _-o  ctoigpaoa'io11  ag) 
y<SYmo',m)o.Alco')o.i®ogj)(8gt  nsf.  ff.oagg_<u<ol<o5  crSlcrro  q.j«sk»1<o5  6iffloc®0oa£1 
ego  rarortsnejo  rmoaSlc&iaoaoikgo  (ooisfomosm0  goo-Hrams  aj]8jOigjoT.a"u.nl 
ral.  ©aia®  a.»je«3K»6nsgg°  0^00040  ®ro<TOioaic®)2ioaCTocr®a&  <m)oa 
a^jTOltbaioa^sngooiliblcBQaaofrofflfwocnocYnlgj. 

ocoo  aofflj affluoi  o-jroo<ts>oo0OQffll  (arocjolojrrolA.j  oj«snT)ojffl3o  §g©  <& 
(bnait9j®ogjffiYD)ls)o^o  (Bro^onrxwltflapcuj]  aJ®}(o®)2|.cy  aajoarllalcBatrnaiEGo 
®cn«(afflsnOTid)lcno<i5)<flitTn  arawcp'ejca.Ois.o^i^slooQjmjaasno1'  ^ojA.  gica 
a®  oj]ajo@ooa)i5aa.oj®oc95)l®'i]cgcafe)6rTgfO)0  jooJcala  saiorel  ®osj 

catQilfflabo  amoacDaTOTlcfio  gniijniloQjo  (3YD(^oaJc/a)i2)OGtr>’.  ®osBj®tf»]s>aj 
sjcrosssjas  a©3  ainTlaj)  ojlgocoo  ffis>ai&io  gOTojocojKoail  <e>ls<flQrfngD 


FRISK  atl'friY  ojf  DOCKS  TO  CKUTAIN  rUWLB,  265 

©oSi«K»lao  Sifoltflaejo  (goasSfnsiOcajCGilgj.  ®t>ais)ffl  -g.caifijid>ls)'«fl)36n|  oj 
<?®snsgg  oQ)gJOai<gj£&t)<m<§sQQlo  coaid>snis>0al>olsaioc^o  a«a  -^(srg)'*' 
t9iSEa3)os)6fncYiDss  rale®  oruooomiglgy.  a-ttoaujrsygjo  rgtosaalcssuojo 
1200,0  (0>D!f  0fr>aJgg<9Sl06>©  aCQ)®3)ls)cS)0oT!§  OJ«8CTr){B)lCTD  oJ<^<0>£!t£)63aT> 
fl5)00®l  (SjOSIDOo.  ®ro<TS>) ffla&O  aQn_;2)032>]  a_!i(TO0tfO(TDaJ^>a90f03o  g)CQ) 

oia  aimTl=sn%'.  <si®ffi0ra].c0®<ffll(S&  ®y®axiu61c9s>a2ilo6  aolcno.  ScSjOiejo  ®m 
s)2c&&cwjal  sicSjOsniajfDOajgoj^  rtt>?,cm  alia©  a«3)OT)cni&Kruls36  a® 
«5YC)]=ag,«S)0CC»1  <30gjOo.lcflfeo  (BTOolctWo.  Snjo9S>(i>  si  QJ0^6SSOS6nf)  o® 

cm  (2o.oos)coajjool  o^)^oaicE)baolcs2)oajmD(ti)Osfio$^o.  cbiq  oj]cvm^l_ 

2aOpCTD@OQJ02lO(i  gJQJfflW  oolcrroo  g.D  aio  01010  og)cnoojopo. 
goals)®  ao oo  Tolc6>vTi-i®loM.o®ass (ii®0c8al<t^lc9b3fma-i<aaio  m>g§  ® osjiwrol 
oo  6)a®ooJ^c0)O®sf»2ocffll  (TOisamrs-osno0. 

mocib  (8K)§(mb)cBjoai(8tt!)0  -<soj'o^o5\orvj“  ■  '<8cc-oojicd)l<o6.  ..cso~;d'c!a>’l«s<m 
GgjOQo  (WDculas  Sca4l6io^o^uolo9aa^®6  odIoto  ac&osniojma-ug  col 
GfgiJoaJggcafflOffl®  Ga-ioeflnoj0  aaaruogjcwsilajo  a  n  o,  caaicWrWsctboG^o 
co6SB<aHaio  oio-j  cTosoiaaptB)  a>QQOacfoQgsn§ooa)].  ■o|c/?Wc0>o(6  o®o  cal 
oo(TC5)1®6  o?lG(5Ci0.ai^c9sio®o-T3<3raoi®fl)  a<s>®fa)c9jgiio  canitisntaa  d>  o,ffi  ejo 
co6seg)ffi6  (g-jQaJoalajliflaajjo  a.oicg>(tj)lao  ©idoi®®  c-rjyrSkjljy®)'' 
«S!<b51qp|6)s05)o  c&OTemasascsso  G^s<©ocJ!t3>oa.2o«m£p.  Ga_io|c/olav' 
cdiotb  anssGOocBS)  (Q^&^SiCL^djsniavozigjOiSiV)  tWc^“6]sAdPl$^  afls^Qo 
oi^c9®os®osu  gos  ail a>o  aido)l(3a©rtr) aQ ®6  oo2i^®s  Gcaaaarwm' 'ODD'S.’] 
fmejgofinajgOcaioocfl  ^yoio®)!^  ojffl30fna4fija3)&  ssraesooaiaiKsas  iced 
.ajog^ocffll  (g^aim^ffid3asri§@o:O0£a2jffls  igjGrojjc&i&sacaigjGaDo?  gxiM&t’ 
Q-jG^cft)  TuacoaKoi^soffl®)  go&'ffio 06  a^cyssialc&oaoaYnlgj.  &®j  isaicoraroil 
aoj  c6bsrorajs3i3®i  <ai®aj®3as  ogjoanaotH)  (eri©ajcg)S5)30o  cnj-iaso  ooIqj 
aaLa|  s-tfeoas  o'nraUi® :  ail§t8iCG;oa6rt)8£ks6  (8n>®)laoi2-joo!|lotSlgj06)ra)  ScO, 
aiejo  <93c^iaaj^c63(8ga)gQ)iB^ .  ass  saicoroYcSlaej  G®oco|<&a§) .  tsyG^j^p 
^^aasby  a_i®l®oasa]^la^jah](®  (sroaiaro^oo  f^l^jcfflocfjo  :■  ■ 

§(930q;o  xiJ.T.sgjooo  aroboj  cojocSjOQJo  a.oiG^tfS'Oo.  (srog)  gajoaei 
offlo  fflOgjaoc&OT)  aaoogaiooroialaai  o®ilccjo\oiaoo6®®sto<3a)  ©oj®®  • 
gicc)^(tT>®lao  gicG'O(Y)<!aV!aic<Slejfflli0aofn.oj(rao  !Q_)<s<ig)c9.o  coai(65niaaa6o.o 
^ojaltSfflOKsraaJcfltaso  goo-ii  aaojaftoffiKS).  oi icdo  cOjogiracolejo  (ffro@e®®)cQ)l 
aio  diisoeafficaxsies.  (a^Co  oiilary  eqja^cro- Gti^lf©^nw^Of^;\-v 


2.16  T«.A.VANU)l4ii  JjKUlS.liiVriVjE  COUNCIL.  [-2nd  NoVJiMBIiK  1023. 

[’Mr.  TiU'inlitt  .fumjiliomman.J 

ao’ralroWoo.  goai,^  (arogg  ojejkv2ia>oc9)t3gj.  pu)^°°-l35‘aa;><>*3o  (g-ja 
Loalc&c^ngjogjoixt^cir,  ojflary  ecuiasnsaio  ai^®lceffl<5306noo)^o.  ag, 
g-jOQJc963o  cYuocjoo.'osm  suuc^ojasom  nruoooauo  sDOJcflia  (jyera^cSjo  oj1e.i 
ojc^CTaicafflanociajlro'cafflcjilQjS^jo.  crtojA  gracrn  oilgjo^omjtcro^cai  o.® 
<ws)6irD6)0abl(af)  (syaijotala>ojlgjo.|jorato  ®c0>o§®©cft)(wo>6irfoo.  6i«8  eooro 

UKBTtn  f8Yg)ojoofoo  t^sl  gooJcSuk  cn  jro§  eastern  oacno  aratcinti  gO'uik'Ya  GJ014  a,® 

onrnj^iiab  cocOjasng  ojmi\|®i§o;a)lrt8orro.  miog)  (£y^aJoslc96som«Slno 
(TuacoJo  uiTlgoo)®  enjO'xJl.  aTlonfls’  oQStafto  aJaitaa^Gc^oolfoiaziotSflo 
(0W8i35)cn  (3iiijcgjom@  oje.il®)  aJaroiyb'o,!  ojcoicm  c&osy^osffliiaio  o_io 
ffioioj.  mrogs  sx&osn?0  ass  (forxoaastTit  3YO)o.or)»i)2:o:blejo  ©ajOScOststnaa 
crroa&ss'  eroioafr  §g<5T_pOo  ombistii  a'lccscml^j.  saQ,aa.aicf)a’  a(j)§jOor 
t^iLnalcajQJlgjosjocrijsmlao  aiflnry’  <sai'5n§  o®cno  ajojlroldiacno.  taro 
(rnlsicn  (BTDeaJtaial.pJ1  snauosi1  o®aoio6ro'  tsr©aoi^'aj;o  ®.aia$)ffil 

<fismr)@?  ajli|joi|)omj(W3iloo  oigst^^ga.  -ailejaalroi  KoonatomjjcQjisis-  c& 
6rocffls>cvo(TUiolpju  gnaicfife  tsnffigererotletabo  mctijlstatotoocrao  acuiejo  go 
@g_joOo  ceTlgrrnlgj.  6vco3  aoJlaw  ai.  osuj  (Tocuiertiotaaita,  ai  i^ogjacruo 
Q-UACg^  ajla,oj  a  aj,«jjonoen§  _  (srsasocrnlcD’  o^g®  .qjIpjoj  afl-oio  ai@3 
(sao  «n®  m:oSJj  (.a_jce)0®o  o-ieJ'SX&j  a.to®Kb,  ®ei&a)s'i>,  ^'Wtajoooicurfjfeo 
ton§oo^t  (mTiaJajOM)i?jsnt;r.  0oq,ojgg<flstoa<oc)S  (ffio(OttaaisiaJ|SfOYgiacftioOo 
g5cu«86)s  oilgjoro),DlcOj^.®s  nuos^j  ojaa®  tojocuosisromo  cEbosmoo.  §dqj1 
<5>s  <iJ!a,o@1oof\j®(oilcr)0'a:1  t&O's&ffi1’,  Gicte&osaai’  G><s®ilaS]6®Q0  cS>oe®83u  m 

**  rJ  ’  , 

rroriio®  u-joiej  crunoa.jcoGSi3<ao  gsntf-  <srDa:ciocnoo  o®oaig3cfls>0ce&  (tfilaffl 
a.oJacoocobicLj^cmlgj.  §d®  aicbsasalKS&acui  Qjle|jo<fflL£le0>Oo  .goaiaS) 
ejlgj-  £#1®  aj^'o  52®1®®  iTcoffoicruSl^  (cyeaa)02?ooo  qs®  tmaj,  tOifras 

00  av2.i(S=)*OM>aao  .  ai^lojlaffitssio  fflcaosnf”  ojgj  qjsx  oscdojo  & 
esnso?  gociissas  orjscojsstaaltoi  seetKOcioig-i^oooo  o..ito(Oiro;(nr)fmlcou  go® 
e96i®o«a^laJ«8ealRj6 'acnoo .  araiAomlj^.  offlo  crunooJ.rowBalejo  cooi 
(fcsnft&aoiia  goal®®  (jyeci!oalg-|lcflsfcTT)fmlcro  i£S)££l8c9«'6in§(®osirr&“.  @ro 
roiloo  (jyoLoal^ailSjO^o.TDo  goasrola*  (^.ajrolg-fljyoGfiJ  nuocoW 

goog3'5nsleioi2oq,o  fiaiscutimudl'l  a-ais^cmggeajoaej  gooiaao  ciogj 

sanrtjt0c9S)O20(&  35n§otffllcc8cmos^)  fflxugjoafe  mjoaSldMo.  gocxitb  sicrrosxucriD 
aaiaj(3).Qj^(05)4TOa»lt33(moiCi6  tgDoals6)®r®aiPjlcd)aia(ogJoo  ajglsnoltalscno  <& 
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t^i5>gj§o.  ggojtb  «a>g»jlejo  Qg^lejo  aAiglcalejo  msaw  esiorajo ■  a^ago 
aojaflajp  ogjoa,  cftogiffltvji  °4®«ylS6Be^.o  c61ei®B§,o  eioao  esoosnuS] 
xyo®rriJ  o(0o  dhfb^s-coo^sicsm  go^ajlcoo  a'V@lt&'U3o.B5jlQj^lfDlc9®CYn@. 

col  tD  OK  (Do  il_l:Dl(®?j|<fi63Cm  jjDOJoBQ  cAl^OgjOCTUm^aO <?  aJOfiJo  COroiflgsj-.. 
(j_isn§acsTCK8tyoffl.=a  (macro  goaiA  §Dffi^o$o.'g)royocaaoc^|c^s<ma2.'D 
6rou.  raTO@s)c0)O5n§u  giaicek  a-ic^tasseoo  across©  (jy ett^ te^o  nvoco 
cml<fl®6noi>,  OTODHtoi  <^$,as)aio<n>  orvaoomiissGea  o ;  aiii^emazcroosm0 
oQ)o,cAo  ®D@l(syoo3 >o.  (sgjaQejo  rmroicEbo&io  ggacmgfrlejo  aojoBjanoo. 
j)  <§>}  o  o  o  -<b2o  a.  o  .  o  oo  can  @a_ipa»l(o6  (8vdcj6)c9>o  ■  o <oo  ojc&o^. 
(g_)(wlcxi<ovv(Do  Aila'oj  cuaWcs)!^).  a^rolerotfecroloolaa  raacm  o©i@ 
ac&o  cuejIqKcrooaUj  ajl^cyffliugiocA  ®i©®eJo  Ailceseno ;  <sig)aflOfflo<fl>gUy 
(TysiiaocQxmldSQcrnoJcSQ  o_ia.iaoo®o  ag)(ro  a5iejco)!ffi5  n©acrrog}Oo  a>ai<5 
arc&aaabo,  0OQ,gg.aJ(fl9  asap^csacro !  SYOaictsas  jy-mlcirakolasodi)  o®o 
<roecffll(o6  ®@«8o  (aaomoalgj.  csrosBearo  (Kcflas^taoo  a.3naooaTl<u3onr>oco6 
OKDaKb  goculas  c®c8ywloQ>oa»!  .oioelcSsaonalasono. 

i(y.g)(W)jO  wocrooaofflso  aol(b<2§On3?c&>^.o  aoQ.ggaiswojSsoiA)  ®§ra>. 
ejooffll  a_i(0'®i£ld89cmcu(03o  isrsarcf  g)oJ(6.  gaia®  yarn  d&o  (roiooror 
c9asnoaacno(S@ool^aa  o©a<nio  yaaocsaimw  ag)gjpoj«8o  (BroaD^ejlBa 
aaaro  aPc®Jnru)^-a<9)0eni"'' (BMsfcAOfiJo  ojlailaacro . 

Ms.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandniru) :  colm^.js  catctfioo  .;iC&!io6 
o0(®  ojo^)(6,  yejoaj cb,  3i<majoc©ai<6  &sn§? 

Ms.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  ( Mmattupuaka )  ;  a©aabo 
(8S>colco«aadjlej|(03omQJaffl  fflaoobu'JoimiQ^-roialffli  oj)§c&>«»o  ®dctocto  c&l|j 
cm  rroocyoaffliaocBi  i^eilasioaffl  aijy°  ag^acibo  (sqjpjaOo  ajuf^ltsacsgapsnri'.' 

Ms.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ■)  :  soiaJ  axue^<mai«sas  tgjf 
©silejag.  go®  oi^taaocfl^  oolesBOo  cu^j  aruaoocoajo  a^u<^l|esns'p? 

Mb.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (.Mimtiupuzha):  ranxjus'&fmoi 
^saap<ffe)03J>l  swoctb  .ogjAdscoo  a.  o  o  (gga-jogaso&o  Qji®<yo(fOod)l 
d_'ej(n;aooo2)SBBOo<i9fflu  (iSlosoj  s>:ajc^S(6ilcSS5o. 

^  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  a©ea-jxjoffnou?  . 

Mb.  TAEITU  KUNJITOMMAN  ( Mmatiupiuha )  3  '  csw§<srai«aiOej 
gng)  <®a'cm  ao&cib  o©actb'o  s>s>(9><nilffi6  ooloTSo  o.  seroo  ajl^oj  a/uo^l|srtf . 


258 


•wuvAstcoftK  iiHoi.aij.vTmi  oounchi.  (/2ki>  Novembbr  1923. 
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cgjorosni0.  go®  ai$d3«os>co  (o^aWi  vojaoJool^cBaonotdvlcrasrgocBkffl. 
cm  mvso^6xmo  n51c0QOT)®!aoo  (©al-ajlsssni0. 

Mb.  A.  IiOOGE  WERE  ( Nominated ) :  I  strongly  second  the 
motion.  1  congratulate  Mr.  Kunjitomman  on  having  made  a  strong 
appeal  on  behalf  of  the  poor  working  classes.  They  are  the  backbone 
of  the  country  and,  if  the  country  is  to  improve,  wo  must  begin  from 
the  foundation.  Mr.  Kunjitounuan  has.  explained  clearly  that  the 
present  concessions  that  arc  granted  to  the  depressed  classes  inako  110 
difthrcnco  to  these  poor  people,  because  everybody  gets  elementary  edu¬ 
cation  free.  How  arc  they  in  any  way  benefited  more  than  others?  There¬ 
fore  some  special  treatment  lias  to  bo  accorded  to  them,  whether  in  the 
way  of  books  or  in  the  wav  of  giving  of  food  or  in  the  way  of  giving  them, 
some  sort  of  concession.  This  is  lor  the  Government  to  consider. 
Anyway,  it  is  a  very  touching  and  reasonable  appeal  that  has  been  made, 
and  I  hope  that  it  will  touch  the  heart  of  every  member  and  that  this 
motion  will  bo  passed  without  Opposition. 

Mb.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Uinctor  <>/  Public  instruction) ;  Sir,  I 
listened  with  much  interest  to  Mr.  Kunjitomman’s  speech  upon  this 
subject,  and  also  to  what  Mr.  TIoogeworf  has  just  said.  I  am  sure  the 
House  will  not  contradict  me  when  I  say  that  the  attitude  of  Govorn- . 
went  and  the  Department  of  Education  towards  the  poor,  the  backward 
and  depressed,  lias  always  been,  and  always  is,  sympathetic.  You  have, 
oBly  got  to  consider  the  large  number  of  scholarships,  stipends,  and  fee  re¬ 
missions,  that  are  given  to  these  particular  classes,  and  to  remember  also 
that  not  only  is  primary  education  entirely  free,  but  when  they  come  to 
the  middle  schools,  education  is  given  for  next  to  nothing.  .  It  is  quite 
true  that  others  benefit  in  these  advantages  of  free  primary  education 
and  the  very  choap  middle  school  education  as  well.  But  the  fee  remis- . 
sions  which  have  been  given  on  a  very  lavish  scale  of  late  apply 
only  to  classes  that  are  depressed  or  backward  in  education.  I  cannot 
help  feeling  that,  in  dealing  with  a  large  question  like  this,  while  we 
want  to  show  every  possible  sympathy  towards  these  poor  classes,  at  the  ', 
same  time  it  is  necessary  to  draw  a  line  somewhere.  Otherwise,  we 
should  be  very  largely  increasing .  the  expenditure  of  Government  on 
the  department  ;  and  only  yesterday  we  were  being  told  by  Mr,  Kunji- 
tomman  that  we,  were  spending  too  mucli  and  that  wo  must  spend  less. 
It  seems  to  me,  Sir,  that  a  line  has  to  be  drawn  at  this  point.  It  has. 
always  been  my  belief  and  it  has  been  very  much,  indeed,  my  experi¬ 
ence  that  persons  who  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  par¬ 
entage  must  to  a  certain  extent  pay  for  the  privilege,  as  I  have  experi¬ 
enced  myself, 

Mb.  TABIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (MucutkipiiJui) :  aD^Ogjo 
cmssroloDocn)!  hjisjaioeearmanlcai)  ag)(@  (gjja-io  .<BYom8^<8>aj^d9®o<&ox51 
xulefOij  ©xu^cnosni  ? 
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Mr.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction)  :  Does 
he  mean  on  education  generally  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Kunjitomman  wants  to  know  the  amount  .of 
money  which  is  spent  upon  these  depressed’  classes  in  the  shape -of 
the  various  concessions.  y 

Mr- L.  0.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction):  The 
total  amount  for  the  concessions  granted  to  .these  classes  comes  to 
approximately  a  lakh  of  rupees.  I  cannot  give  figures  for  the  Pulava, 
Paraya  and  Malaveda  communities  separately.  •  :  ' 

PRESIDENT:  I  think  lie  wants  to  know  the.figure  only  for , ail- 
the  depressed  classes  together. 

Mr.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN.  (Mmaidnpuslia):  i  :m>m  . 

(g)(WQJgg<j9SlO(i)  ®V3jS)c9> 

PRESIDENT:  The  information:  is  available,  in .  the  Census. 
Report, 

n  Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director .  of  Public  Instruction ):  l  ean 
give  you  the  total  amount  which  amounts  to  practicably  a  lakh  of 
rupees,  and  a  very  large  amount  of  it. goes  to  these  three  classes. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  {Nominated)  :  May  I  know  what  is  being 
done  specially  for  the  classes  mentioned  by  Mr,  Kunjitomman,  in  the 
primary  portion  of  their  education ‘? 

PRESIDENT:  You  have  night  schools. 

Mr.  lu,  GrDO'DQ-SON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction):  In  the 
primary  schools- they  get  free'  education  ;,  beyond  that  they  do  not  get 
anything  specially. 

PRESIDENT:  We  are  now  starting  night,  schools  which  are 
meant  chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  the  labouring  classes. 

Mr.  L.  C-  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction ) :  It  seems 
to  me,  Sir,  that  we  have  to  draw  a 'line  somewhere  and  I  think  the  line 
is  to  be  drawn  at  this  point  that  Mr.  Kunjitomman  has  placed  before  the 
House.  In  his  speech  he  told  us  himself  that  this,  matter  in  regard  to 
free. books  for  these  classes  is  only  an  instalment  and  we  may  expect  : 
him  to  ask  us  at  a  later  date  to  give  free  meals  and  a  bonus  in  view  of 
the  fact  that'  the  children  by  being  sent  to  school  are  prevented  from 
earning  a  few  chackrams  by  working  in  the  fields.  I  believe  something, 
like  this  was  done  in  Cochin  a  year  or  two  ago  ;  but  if  I  am  informed 
correctly,  Cochin  gave  up  those  concessions  some  time  ago.  If  we  grant 
these  concessions  it  will  be  a  very  large  charge  upon  our  budget  which 

I  believe  it  is  the  object  of  this  Council  to  reduce. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERP  ( Nominated )  :  Will  Mr.  Hodgson  he 
good  enough  to- say  how  many  of  the  children  of  these  classes  are 
learning  in  the  primary  schools  of  the  State  and  how  many  in  the 
middle  schools  ?  ■  . 
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Mb.  L.  0.  HODGSON  {Director  oj  Public  Instruction) :  It  is 
not  possible  for  me  to  give  the  figures  at  a  moment’s  notice.  I  have 
here  the  Annual  Report  for  1097  which  Mr.  Hoogewerf  may  look  into. 

Mit.  N.  PADMANA.BITA  PILLAl  (. Karunagapalli ) :  Is  the 
member  aware  that  Pulayas  and  Paravas  possess  no  Wealth  ?  How 
are  they  going  to  be  benefited  by  this  concession  ? 

Mu.  L.  0.  HODGSON  {Director  oj  Public  Distinction) :  I  do  not 
think  it  is  possible  to  grant  these  concessions  especially  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  we  shall  have  to  grant  further  concessions  afterwards.  It  is  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge.  It  is  the  endeavour  of  the  Government  and  the 
Department  to  reduce  expenditure  on  books  as  far  as  possible.  Although 
it  has  been  a  hard  struggle  in  the  past,  yet,  thanks  to  your  support,  Sir, 
wo.  have  been  able  recently  ho  to  reduce  tlio  number  of  books  prescribed 
for  the  pupils  that  we  should  not  be  called  upon  to  give  them  free  hooks. 
A  pupii  of  tin;  first  class  has  to  purchase  one  copy  book  and  one  reader 
costing  seven  chackrams.  That  is  all  that  the  first  class  pupil  has.  ,fo 
spend  during  that  year.  Then  in  the  second  class  he  will  have  to  spend 
ten  chhokrams,  and  in  the  third  class  eleven  chackrams.  This  amount  is 
negligible.  Owing  to  our  being  tied  down  by  an  agreement  entered  into 
at  the  time  of  Dr.  Bishop,  the  fourth  class  pupils  have  to  spend  one  rupee 
and  fourteen  chackrams.  They  have  to  take  the  History  of  Travancore, 
the  Geography  of  Travancore  and  the  Geography  of  the  Madras  Presi¬ 
dency. 

Mr.  Knnjiuimman  next  said  that  the  cost  to  Government  will  ap¬ 
proximately  be  Es.  18,000  or  Rs.  20,000.  I  have  not  been  able  to  work 
out  anything  like  exact  figures  because  statistics  of  the  number  of  pupils, 
belonging  to  these  communities  are  not  available.  We  have  a  number 
of  Pulava,  Parava  and  Malaveda  students  that  are  studying  in  the  State 
and  a  great  majority  of  them  certainly  are  in  the  primary  schools.  I  will 
give  some  figures  of  their  attendance  in  the  primary  schools,  which  are 
approximately  correct.  The  total  number  of  Paraya3  in  1097  is  8,280, 
Pulayas  11,885,  and  Malavedars  123.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Kunji- 
tomman  proposes  that  all  the  pupils,  both  in  the  private  and  depart¬ 
mental  schools,  should  be  granted,  this  concession.  If  it  is  granted 
in  private  schools,  then  the  Government 'will  have  to  reimburse  the 
managers.  1  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Kunjitomman  intends  this  to 
apply  to  converts  from  these  classes  to  Christianity,  Mahomedanism 
or  any  other  religion:  When  the  recent  fee  concessions  were  granted 
the  number  lias  very  largely  swelled  indeed  by  the  inclusion  of  the 
converts  to  Christianity.  I  think  they  will  also  have  to  be  included. 
Mr.  Kunjitomman  has  only  limited  the  concession  to  three  classes  of 
the  population,  hut  I  think  there  will  be  many  applications  from  other 
classes  for  the  extension  of  the  concession  to  them.  There  are  classes  who, 
I  believe,  are  as  depressed  as  the  Pulaya  and  the  Paraya* .  I  have  a  long 
list  of  Velan,  Arayan,  Pandaram,  Tandan,  Nulayan,  Urali,  Cheramar, 
Kakkalan,  Ohalnppan,  Knravan,  Mukkuvan,  Marakkan,  Patiyan 
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Washerman,  Chayakkaran,  and  Ivani,  hot  to  mention  others  that  are  con¬ 
stantly  cropping  up.  I  receive  applications  from  the  Assistant  Inspec¬ 
tors  of  Schools  that  a  pupil  belonging  to -one  of  these  classes  has  joined 
the  school  and' wants  the  concession  given  to  the  - depressed  classes.  I 
.  look  them  up  in  the  State  Manual  and.  in  the  Census  Report,  but  some¬ 
times  it  is  Very  difficult  to  find  out  all  about  them.  I  dear  therefore 
that  if  this  concession  is  granted  to  these :  three  classes  it  will  be 
demanded  by  a  large  number  of  other  classes.  For  that  reason,.  I 
think  it  will  be.  inadvisable  to  grant  this  concession  to  these  classes.  V 

I  have,  nothing  to  say  in  reply  to  Mr,  Kunjitomman’s  figures  about 
■the  percentage  of  literacy.  But  we  have  to  remember  that  so  short,  a 
time  as  ten  years  ago  very  few  of  these  unhappy  classes  attended  schools. 
It  was  during  Div  Bishop’s  time  that  great  efforts  were  made. to  secure 
the  admission  of  these  depressed  classes  in  the  Government  schools. — an 
effort  which  has  been  persistently  carried  out  with  the  results  which  I 
think  Will  be  admitted  to  be  satisfactory  and  which  I  will  speak  of  in 
connection  with  another  resolution.  A  few  years  ago  the  number  of 
pupils  from  these  classes  Was  nil,  and  by  the  grant  of  free  education,  and  . 
by  the  determined  steps  to  make  these  schools  open  to  every  class  of.  the 
community,  these  depressed  classes  have  been  very,  considerably  benefited  - 
in  late  years. 

Mr.  Kunjitomman  drew  comparisons  between  these  backward 
classes  of  Travancore  and  Booker  Washington  of  America  and  the 
Goanese  on  the  western  :  coast  ,  of  India.  Comparisons  are  always 
unsatisfactory  things.  But  if  the  member  wants  comparisons  between 
Booker  Washington,  who  was  a  negro  in  America  and  the  men  here, 

I  would  refer  him  to  Abraham  Isaac  and  Aiyan  Kali,  members  of  the 
depressed  classes  and  of  the  Popular  Assembly.  ; 

,  I 'will  conclude  by  saying  that  I  was  very  much  delighted  indeed  to 
hear  Kiri  Kunjitomman.  sayr  that  lie himself is  giving  liberal  assistance 
in  providing  school  boobs  ’  and  other  necessaries  to  the  Pulaya  boys 
whom  he  employs.  Thai  is  the.  spirit  we.  want  to  See  ;  that  is  the  spirit 
we  want  to  encourage.  By  all  means  do  all  that  you  can  for  them,  but 
do  not  rely  upon  the  Government  every  time  to  do  everything. 

.  Me.  T.  Li.AKSHMANAPILLAI  {’Nominated)  -.  Sir,  properly  speak¬ 
ing,  the  most  that  a  man  or  a  community  can  justly  claim  of  Government  :  : 
is  only  equality  of  opportunities  and  not  equality  of  equipment  in  the 
matter  of  education.  -  If  the  .so-called  higher  communities  have  at  any  : 
time  contributed . of  ;tbeir  own  accord  ip  the  deterioration  or  backward¬ 
ness  of  any  community,  they  are  certainly  responsible  to  make  some  : 
sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  the  uplift  of  guch  community.  But,  in  the  . 
absence  of  such  causes,  I  do  not  see  why  tbe  communities  referred  to  in 
the  -resolution  should  be  supplied  completely  free  of  cost  with  the  books 
that  the  pupils  belonging  to  those  communities  would  require. .  A 
'  However,  there  is  the  humanitarian  side  of  the  question-  and  there 
-ig  always  room  for  charity;. and  this  consideration.:. raises,- an  obligation  on-  / 
the  part  of  the  more,  fortunately  placed  communities  to  contribute  some-  u 
thing  towards  their  uplift,  If  such  help  is  -claimed  on  the  score  s& 
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poverty  alone,  the  principle  will  have  to  bo  extended  to  the  really  poor 
of  all  communities.  As  tiro  books  required  freo  of  cost  concern  only  the 
primary  education  of  the  members  of  the  communities  concerned,  I  am 
inclined  to  support  the  resolution,  if  the  expense  on  this  account  is  not 
considerable.  If  considerable,  I  would  suggest  the  advisability  of  sup. 
plying  the  books  on  half  the  cost. 

Mn,  V.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (.1  vibalapuzha)-.  While  I  am -in 
full  sympathy  with  what  Mr.  Kunjitomman  fools  on  the  subject,  I  am 
sorry  that  the  resolution,  as  it  is  worded,  is  very  difficult  to  be  accepted, 
With  respect  to  the  sympathy  to  be  shown  by  the  State  towards  these 
depressed  classes,  I  am  in  full  accord  with  Mr.  Runjifcomman’s  views. 
Rut  the  experience  in  the  past  is  a  thing  we  cannot  forget  in  this  connec¬ 
tion.  For  the  advancement  of  these  depressed  classes,  Government  in 
Iheir  benevolence,  once  thought  that  they  would  register ywrfjwa/ lands  in 
their  favour.  It  was  soon  found  out  that,  though  a  number  of  registries 
were  effected  in  favour  of  l.’ulayas,  Parayas  and  other  depressed 
classes,  the  benefit  of  the  registries  was  being  enjoyed  not  by 
the  depressed  classes  but  by  those  who  took  advantage  of  the  depressed 
nature,  of  the  registry-holders.  If  that  result  is  likely  to  repeat  itself, 
as  I  think  it  would,  in  the  matter  of  supply  _of  books  to  these  classes, 
there  is  serious  risk.  Mr.  Kunjit.omman’s  resolution  itself  is  so  worded 
that,  during  the  course  of  their  education,  members  of  the  depressed 
classes  must  necessarily  bo  supplied  with  books.  Let  Pnlayas, 
Parayas  and  Malavedars  bo  supplied  freo  of  cost  with  the  books  required 
by  them  during  the  course  of  their  primary  education.  That  is  the  ex¬ 
pression  used  in  the  resolution.  Now  a  Pulaya  boy  may  be  given  the 
necessary  books  by  the  Government  at  any  stago  of  his  education.  Just 
one  month  after  the  Pulaya  boy  has  been  given  the  necessary  books,  some¬ 
body  may  purchase  it  from  the  Pulaya  boy.  Then  the  Pulaya  boy  will 
say  :  “  I  want  books  again.”  This  process  may  be  repeated  with  con¬ 
siderable  drain  upon  the  public  treasury. 

PRESIDENT:  I  think  ho  does  not  mean  that. 

Mm  P.  Iv.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapitzha )  :  He  does  not 
mean  that ;  but  as  the  resolution  is  now  worded,  there  is  that  risk.  If 
some  crafty  and  sharp  members  of  the  communities  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  depressed  classes  think*  they  want  to  get  these  books  at  lower 
rates,  it  is  easy  to  ask  Pulaya  boys  to  go  to  school,  keep  them  there  for 
as  long  a  time  as  is  necessary,  and  when  the  hooks  are  distributed  get  the 
books  from  the  boys  and  take  the  hoys  away  from  the  schools. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Are  these  not  extreme 
cases  V 

Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (iluvattupu-Jia) :  «g)®a4o  aa 
cgj<s<^Qolro>ao  Bajoam&o  aogjcajoa&i  (srcolQQJoajomgg  ac9>osn§“  og)®ai>o 
(q_j ajool  a-iocaamgg  o^rokss  (zoo^suotajcrn  aejcooasiralaia 
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cq)0«j6  sic&oggoo.  oJejlco)  G8O(iStf®2Drno0ls>^8$(o6  (jyrrulacusattf  araai 
c9>0o  cartxcilaco  oru&2(S)liyo®J  across  oo. 

PRESIDENT:  I  am  sorry  that  the  rules  do  not  permit  it,  But 
you  may  sit  by  the  side  of  the  interpreting  clerk. 

Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Uuvattupuzha) :  rtnsAsb  a® 
aSltfla  a^fi^oco^ysaoceTliSlcflQorblgj.  ggaicesfflsjn ogo  nuotruorolg^ocri 
ajoslgjocawi^acejosm0  simonb  §dqisxd  oj1|<sojo<&>g2io  ?  goaia®  eul« 
(saJO'caoai)  aaaiacocr^a4^bTtiu. 

PRESIDENT:  I  am  sorry. 

There  is  a  question  by  Mr.-  Hoogewerf,  Mr.  Narayana  Piilai.  He 
wants  to  know  if  you  are  not  stating  extreme  cases, 

Mb.  P.  E.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  Unibidapuxha. ):  With  res¬ 
pect  to  puduval  registry,  what  I  was  stating  was  not  an  extraordinary 
case.  Even  the  Government  were  obliged  to  check  the  alienation  of 
lands  granted  to  Pulayas  and  Parayas. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Sir, - 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Narayana  Piilai  has  not  yet,  answered  your 
last  question  completely.  You  may  wait  till  he  finishes,  and  then  put 
another  question. 

Mb.  P.  K,  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapiuha) :  Let  Mr.  Hooge¬ 
werf  listen  to  me.  If  there  is  a  necessity,  of  further  questioning,  I  am 
willing  to  be  cross-examined  or  re-examined  by  him. 

-My  point  is  this,  that,  if  a  sharp  man  in  the  neighbourhood  takes 
it  into  his  mind,  it  is  sufficient  if  he  enlists  the  services  of  the  Pulayas 
■  and  Parayas  in  his  neighbourhood ;  he  will  ask  them  to  go  to  school— 
a  hundred  or  two  hundred  of  them— and  after  they  have  got  books,  be-  can 
.  collect  the  books  f  rom  them;  the  next  day  all  the  boys  may  disappear.  He 
will  be  able  to  beat  the  Government  so  far  as  the  prices  of  books  are  con¬ 
cerned.  ■  Such  a  contingency  is  possible  under  the  resolution:  as  it  is 
worded.  So  I  would  ask  Mr.  Kunjitomman  to  withdraw  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  If  he  can  so  word  the  resolution  as  to  prevent  malpractices  and 
help  the  Government,  I  shall  be  the  first  to  support  him, .  But  in  the 
absence  of  the  necessary  safeguards,  I  am  extremely  loath  to  support 
the  resolution.  Parayas  and  Pulayas  may  become  .  conduit  pipes 
for  the  extraction  of  Government  money. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ncdmmngad ):!  Sir, 
Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai’s  speech,  which  I  certainly  admire  for  legal 
astuteness  of  more  than  ordinary  kind,  has  induced  me  to  stand  up  add 
put  the  .  case  in  a  different  manner.  Mr.  Narayana  Piilai, :  With  his 
cleverness  of  dealing  with  the  technicalities  of  law,  has.  resolved  the  . 
proposition  into  a  kind  of  absurdity  which  will  .land  us  in  very  great 
straits.-  Although  I  too  am  accustomed  to'-detfl  with  technicalities-ffif 
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Jaw,  in  this  particular  instance  1  propose  to  put  the  ease  against  the 
resolution  on  other  grounds.  The  State,  Sir,  has  got  a  duty  towards 
the  individuals  that  compose  it.  Strictly  speaking,  the  State  is  not 
entitled  to  make  differences  between  community  and  community,  or  to 
recognise  that  particular  communities  are  enjoying  rights  and  other 
communities  are  under  difficulties.  There  are  certain  rules  which  deal 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  State  ought  to  reach  the  individual.  It 
is  argued  that  some  communities  in  Travancore,  on  account  of  poverty 
or  on  account  of  historical  reasons,  are  unable  to  take  the  fullest  ad¬ 
vantage  of  tlie  educational  facilities  that  havo  been  afforded  by  Govern¬ 
ment.  In  this  particular  instance,  the  poverty  of  the  Malavedar  and 
J’aray.-i  communities  was  requisitioned.  But  obstacles  are  obstacles, 
whatever  may  lie  the  reason  thereof.  In  the  matter  of  education,  if  the 
Baraya  or  the  Ptilaya  finds  himself  unable  to  send  his  children  to  school, 
and  to  give  the  food  necessary  to  keep  them  at  school,  then  certainly 
there  is  some  difficulty.  But,  on  the  opposite  side,  wo  find  certain  com¬ 
munities  who,  through  various  social  and  other  reasons,  arc  unable  to 
send  their  children  to  school.  Take  the  case  of  a  conservative 
Namhudiri  who  likes  to  avail  himself  of  the  educational  facilities  afforded 
by  the  Travancore  Government.  Ifor  a  Namhudiri  his  children  between 
six  and  ten  years  old  cannot  got  out  of  his  house  or  if  he  gets  out  certain 
special  facilities  will  have  to  be  conferred  upon  him  in  the  matter  of 
warding  off  pollution  and  other  things.  I  think  pollution  is  an  abstract 
principle.  Because  the  Namhudiri  has  been  occupying  a  very  congenial 
position,  because  there  is  this  and  because  there  m  that,  he  wants  that 
education  should  ho  imparted  in  a  close  preserve  fortified  by  all  kinds  of 
things-  so  that  he  may  send  his  child  to  be  educated.  The  principle  of 
giving  free  meals  and  free  clothing  to  all  these  pupils,  whether  they  are 
adults  or  whether  they  arc  children,  is  wrong.  Mr.  Kunjitomman  would 
not  stop  here  ;  ^ho  will  not  be  satisfied  if  books  alone  are  given.  Bo 
wants  to  extend  to  the  fullest  extent  tho  Government’s  liberality,  and 
to  recommend  the  grant  of  clothing  and  feeding. 

Mn.  A.  II 0 9 G E WE  KB  (Nominated)  :  I  beg  to  know  from 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  whether  the  NambudirEe  request  will  be  a  reasonable 
one.  . 

Mit.T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  eiun  Nedumangacl):  Sir, 
I  must  remind  my  friend  that  there  is  no  absolute  standard  of  reason 
anywhere  in  tho  world.  What  I  think  reasonable  Mr.  Hoogewerf  may 
take  to  bo  unreasonable  and  vice  versa.  Giving  free  doles  of  food is'an ex¬ 
periment  not  suggested  for  the  first  time  in  the  course  of  human  history. 
Wc  all  know  the  difficulties  of  the  free  distribution  of  corn  in  Borne  at 
the  time  of  the  Grachii.  There  are  other  instances.  Spoon-feeding  of 
particular  classes  is  always  dangerous.  It  creates  laziness,  it  creates  irres¬ 
ponsibility.  In  the  matter  of  .  food  and  clothing  nobody  would  come 
to  this  Council  and  urge  Government  to  try  free  meals  and  free  clothing. 
My  point,  therefore,  is  that,  while  the  State  is  under  an  obligation  to 
give  free  primary  education,  the  State  will  not  be  justified  in  spending: 
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its  money  on  several  such  projects  as  the  one  advocated  in  the  resolu¬ 
tion.  Gn  public  .grounds — I  mean  the  more  general  ground  that  has 
been  suggested  by  one  of  the  previous  speakers — I  oppose  the  reso¬ 
lution. 

.  Mb.  Ii,  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries, 
North)  :  Sir,  it  will  be  ungracious  on  my  part  at  this  junetureuot  to  reco¬ 
gnise  the  very  considerable  help  that  the  Travancore  Government  have 
been  rendering  systematically  for  the  past  few  years  towards  the  elevation 
of  the  depressed  classes,  especially  during  the  tune  of  Sir  P,  Rajagopala- 
chari.  'Very  great  advance  has  been -made  towards  the  enfranchisement 
and  towards  the  elevation  of  the  so-called  depressed  classes.  Even  now  in 
spite  of  all  that  has  been  done  by  the  Government,  it  is  undeniable  that 
there  is  considerable  leeway  to  be  made ;  and  if  there  is  considerable  ex¬ 
pense  to  be  involved  I  am  sure  it  will  never  be  considered  to  be  too  much 
or  not  deserved  by  them.  In  fact,  the  so-called  higher  classes  have  been 
for  generations— for  centuries — living  upon  the  blood  of  the  depressed 
classes,  and  unless  we  take  time  by  the  forelock  and  ourselves  do  some¬ 
thing  as  an  act  of  charity  and  reparation,  the  time  may  come — nemesis 
may  be  working — when  they  may  help  themselves  with  violence  to  secure 
what  may  be  considered  their  due.  I  have,  therefore,  every  sympathy 
for  any  measure  .calculated  towards  helping  these  poor  classes.  At  the 
same  time,  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai 
that  the  help  that  is  rendered  to  the  depressed  classes  is  oftentimes  taken 
away  from  tliem.by  the. more  scheming  people  around  them ;  especially 
in  the  case  .of  registry  of  jntchwolsit  is  being  systematically  done  in- res¬ 
pect 'of  what  is  done -by  the  Government.  I  have  a  particular  repug¬ 
nance  to  this  kind. of  piecemeal  reform.  I  have  oftentimes.,  felt, 
that  it.  would  be  highly  desirable  if  .  a  special  officer  like  a  protector  of 
these  classes  is  appointed  as  was  done  in  Madras ;  and  this  officer,  who  is 
selected  for  his  known -sympathy  towards  -the.  depressed  classes  should 
be  charged  with  the  duty  of  looking  after  .these. classes.  If  then  the 
Government  'expands  the  scope. of '  their  .  benevolence  towards  them,-  it 
would  be  highly  useful.  As  it  is,  any  help  rendered  to  them  may  :  not 
u-each  them.  Therefore,  ,  I  cannot  vote  for  Mr-  Kunjitomman’s  propo¬ 
sition,  not  because  I  do  not  sympathise  with  his  object,  but  because  of  the 
reason  Mr.  N arayana  Pillai  gave,  that  the  help  given  by  the  Government 
may  not  after  all  reach  them  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Rev.  Pb.  &URIAKOSE  VETTIKKAPALLI  Clodiywha 
cum  Kwmatnad) :  Sir,  I  strongly  support  all  measures  tending 
towards  the  uplift  of  the  so-called  depressed  classes.  But  I  do  not  know 
whether  any  general  .rale  could  be  laid  down  in  the  .matter  and-  where  the 
line  of  demarcation  could,  he  safely  drawn.  Prom  personal  experience  I 
know  that  the  supply  of  hooks  to  Parayas  and  other  depressed  classes 
alone  will  not  go  far  to  help  the  proposed  object.  There  are  many 
other  things  .much  more  necessary  than  the  supply  of  books  things 
such  as  food,  clothing  and  habitation  -  without  which  the  supply  of 
'  books  will  not  be  of  . much  avail.  That  is  what  we  learn  from  experience. 

'  But  as  my  friend  intends  to  advance  step  by  step  and  as  this  is  a  first. 
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step,  if  the  Government  would  be  pleased  to  extend  the  benefit  of  the 
concession  towards  other  necessities  also,  I  would  support  the  motion. 
Otherwise  I  think  we  should  begin  with  something  else  than  the 
supply  of  books. 

Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Murnttnimelm) :  a@s>ai>o 

(sy<80eQ!6)(5YOT  .iQfflo&o  0ocnj<8C^)aj51(ino2O(ol(oJ)  ru'e.ith  . 

nruoomo^l^ilffllcsacno  ogjomoroi  ggag-joy'o  a^gjcmflffitleojlroi  fmfflcm 
(jy(20(mo  o-Jog^oec9i5ioin§nj)OJ!eimom  sroioaa  ai1sn$o  gpn  ©<o>Q)an4 
nfolejlffidoosea-JcftaJcOSono.  .a3aj(03©s(g^nruoco«srtn!(0&  colon®  joSlej 
mjocofwlcftiCo  sen ocA  gpDooliy.  ojis'ogjorru  aucfflo^tfc  (sroaniceiOo  0.10 
SYorwg0  goeg-joOo  miwsQViajgjssiOfb  oqcyto  mbTolm^aucaomoKi  sanoot) 
aJOswrooKiM^soannasjo  &®6n§:r®o  (sroaicofeo  o..ja^c0jsei3<5o  ©cS>o$<Sc8i» 
©©somo  a®moo  (SDSa-joOo  o-im  oruaooccDfflis^o  ©nj^cnoasrr^aroo  cotvao 
6rt)u.  (5tO(S§aoo  sQoSl©SQJOsnTO51sas  000°  (grocogcmoaiggcfl60©®c9«)OOo 
so©l(g)o  ta}S(CT&iasojfQ05imu  a-ioeQxfc,  a.iaioi)ih)  aaieaistfi  ^(tsvuosranji, 
a{ogjo  oTOau8^)(moj^ffirmlaoo  <14 cr^j c6>6areOo©t9iO §g>rq)  o\joooarls9«>6mffl0ow 
ajo®rorwo<(56  ffirorg  ijycoonruaoftsmcnD  ajoo?j©0crra  aJlilJOffll.nyofflrr>,  ®® 
oj(61(o6qj^j  (^§(ck 06  Kcomjosnjaso  (srocolca.  sofflltgjojaijgg.  nqai ca><b 
&J0C0)  xulaj  ojggs8t3«i.©s  <£>og&o  00 ©0  o-josraimgf,  ggcol  aJior^oi^sl 
©t6!0§^fflsm©2cno  aJOQ^tOjCojl^ffloon  ogjtrrao  (BTO8§aoo  Ciin-'oalcSQcnD.  ©t® 
0aiooOTial(a6  jo  0  m  ®TOoe©6Bi3<a.a6nacn9  aitajo(ol<fl®oo.  (g_)o<&vao 
cxncutfifef’  ©fflifarosimlajaa.  (Scaaismaodfifolcaao.  oolc®eS«iOoc0a  aa^aio 
a  as  .o_iqoot!c65i33&o  :  quossjo  eaisinilaKJSo.  .  Gfflocolc&OodK}  eajso 
njlm  croomcn65B^.o(3oJ5ri§lQiGcmc9«ioo.  oQgjOQJcSQo  acn®<8a_J06>aj  oQonarn 

■^o®5--'®o'rtn0  ojqSIcq) -tej^aocoil^^p..  sjoonruosyj  (sracjotru®!^  ■  ail  do 

Ijocru  ojAgjlG&icsa  xu  maiocMcm  cruoaij  ©os  ecoonsil  (graaj«s©s  men 
oroos^)  (^eesitnlaD  (arooitetj  ©nj(8^j6n§@c&©02)  <sr&aJc0k®ce>o$<s<0s>sn§4 
o^cnooj^oo. ,  o0®(ro®(mnvl(a6  ©Aa§<mrnoaioh  ertso  (sroowfo  ©rooSlcfco  <g_j 
(KaJOKOoagjgcnrKfft  ®i®  rnlcoo  ©ce>o§{a©OT>o  ©aomcna  (TuoajoQjl<o&  k§§<b> 
<o&  xulejoj  omigjefofflartTil^j.  ©(cs&icesi«aw>o@.o  (gjcuo  (sracjosoruil.'w 
mggmilcioo<n>l  njlaiaj-  ©iajggjor®  n^emosm0  OJDQQ)Oig><J>  ajoeror®®0. 
mjmeo)©  (©©an  ©(oaaica^w^aKsiwogmO  c©lcgio  &enf“.  rei® 

S)Si  scnos&QcmoOo  si«s  ©aj®coo®  ^c9S)0®6(®aJ0injlejuSlce3o  oj|^jO|,omj 
ormlcTO  xalmojsni0.  woaice^  oojOQQ>aood)l  s>&sm<&s)s  gD®g_pOo  ©cS>o§ 
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tSQcmlgj.  \w&g§  atolQSJaio  6>5)c93a£)(o6oolcre>o  tgrooicrosB  @0  og)=<a«cm 
^<8aJ06)fiJCQ)osmu.  ooaizifflos^milaei  cuafa'o  a<9c3fflejogg®ailcoaoo(S)(»ltfl6)oab 
ou6sla^jomo6TO°  o4)6iabo  csro@l(3_)oayo.  nroocyaffl§.o  e®)©az>oct8i20QD!) 
(ol<flaomo.iefflo§  i^§®©5  (SY^OD^ejjo  c9j06rol<gc96i6ua(wo(imu.  oQgjOAO 
g)S®a^o  cnajjisniaaniolfflobo  ®sod>]ca6  a^osnicueoangg) 
a51oSlc9>g.6)S  tfcsacaiosnoe^io.  culgiogjoctu  ojcfeg^ssjowi0  §d®ojooo 
OO.QJ  e.)tOfUo(@Q.io  .QjtajojQjaj^crBmi0,  a®omo<tft  (sro@  ailom6rnl<sSl®5 
cfekcsacmoj^’s)  cftlimSlgj.  g.eo®coocQ)  sc®  fru|)ciDs®®cnoa^)8£l(t55 

aornOTolcaiWaa  cocoaiocaprffei’o^gjOo  a&ofcaaa^o  aj]rnr>ano]oii)1eiss3(olp, 
ctf»°  SiCYlDo  6»c6)0§c9fflO©fiJ)S))o  ggffiliflettUaJiflfiSo  <31T>g)  «a>ag!<S>©2lfi£}? 

ajlaTifflnol.aalejgg,  (Tuocycoaoocss  6icfto=c6S(m®)Sgj  a.«naao?  rsrojs> 
eaJOoiai  cuai2iao98!S)(!jai  cohJfbarvbaaabQ,  goo>  aooomjlcft  oiojoDofflo  aSlcm 
^rnlailajgg^aice^o  OYCautssisoJcfti  ooffltooiTl  ac9>o’$<0aori$<$c39croaj<8aio 
<ej!^MO)®aoQ!S1ffllteao.  a^eicibo  (^©zaimrcnlcof)  (gjGcaiocol^Jifgs.  aja«ssa<& 
5iOTorosn|ffio^ar^(Cf)CCiO<?»6)(mo(9@O(ol^)0sn|o.  p^ftobo  (school  <acii>  zTlcj^ib 
aJTl.  a<0>.  oooaooQifimoJlgg.  a4o^c0>6Bi3Oo  co'aiisnSaaobolffii  oolonoo  acu 
fi©.TO^o§«jKS)0(o6.a4ejco!<fla§lifl>^o!aoo1o.  QJ06@Sl^csS1oci<a>g.a86  oqcto  cu 

os«JK»l®l<flQ(rro.  .  sroocib  ®ce>osni.QJ(Tnl|§g,  (yMCSMrcvlffib  §o<3  (njocoiroloq) 
s>s  (ffrg>aicg)cd> (B>5><£)  (niooaSlsaemsiizcm^jOjins)  grog)  (ruosaicYujlo^  eauab 
a5S<S'<fla'6ns' Vruc&aj  cxvo<^oA3}S>^^o  !Q_)«£la_ioalcaasrDfflaono  qj)ajo©i 
^gg  a-io^o  sTlcft,sp!c3q)8ca!oOa  caogjrosn-jlotiffiQJsm  .qj§o 
a^fbaa-jsmioasgjo.  aaejosssas^o  aocio  asIc&Oo  gcssaaco  aposs 
iQ^QWocDeseoo  axu^aacno  aaoai  ouS^jocolcaaoioa)^.  (sroaicb  &oq, 
g§aja]ai^6ffl3aleiOo®o-i§^®®<fl«>oOs  o\)<Bj;aioa2Joro3o  ggiro-ieoaio  a 
a&  ai(isaoa6»io(mo6mu  a^aciio  otpobsojo.  ©cuao  soJ6nsecuoaaj  q..kd1 
4iaQ)algjO(nrm'@a«S30soio  {srDu?cejo  <u®l.ai($'3Sg&  aj&xtnlejo  c^ja®cru-i®o 
qjo  cftsriglsae  gBacfoosngaoQJltfltasoo  o®aabo  aocgjGc^aDlanai)  gossieV 
aco  Q-iosvmmadncno  aaocrb  ojlAioalcSacno.  a_lor^<asffl30o  ac6jO§^63crn(tn)ap 
cfesf^o^soaro  eoism  <^oicni£5t9>Ooa  a  gjocib  coaifbsnbaaabolao  c6i^l 
cqjo,  svcnSlaco  coalxoaS)  cossioiltsooctb  saisn§  asigjooporuoctzsORBo 
ga6n§u.  6«stoab  §ora>1acoa-p6] ..(sroculcftooruoavoo^csaasr®  (a©aic/§;£%j 
ffigjO.  <?olaniffi5nJ0a.'Ci4o  anOTsnoowfk’cyo  ass.  oQ)gjowe®a?)o  :  @o<U)l®obo 
«n^aic^ca(W®ai)G5OJ)@iyaoj§((mfl|®sngm306rou  djIxua^cBscrogji.  .  go®' 

(g^saoKacsr®  oolssaOo  a®§yooj«8o  orooo^eiltflaaacvnoeno0  aaociii  go 
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ea-joyo  ojIoo -liTulffiua? m§g) .  cceojonooia^oi  ju^si  eauolejo  c&oc^o. 
scagja[!@6  ffl(foooaKTO)alai’’  og^cmoos  aj<paGraiogJ6n|0.  <q_^<80qq)o 
eojofloolscmaaoriD0  (sroea-icftMltfl«cno. 

Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction) :  Sb, 
I  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  say  anything  more  than 
what  I  have  said  on  this  motion  by  way  of  reply.  I  was  very  much 
interested  and  somewhat  amused  at  what  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai 
had  to  say  on  this,  motion.  He  seems  to  suspect  that  there  is  room  for 
treachery  and  trickery  in  regard  to  these  gifts.  I  understood  Mr.  Kunji- 
tomman  to  say  that,  if  there  was  trickery,  it  might  bo  prevented  by  the 
officers  of  the  Education  Department  or  by  the  officers  of  the  Police 
Department,  Mr,  P.  K.  Naray  ana  Pillai  seems  to  have  got  special  gift' 
in  detecting  instances  of  trickery  in  regard  to  the  Education  Department, 
I  remember  on  a  former  occasion  he  alluded  to  a  certain  dodge  which 
happened  about  20  years  ago.  That  shoivs  that  he  has  a  very  gooct 
memory. 

Mr.  T.  K.  Yeiu  Pillai,  I  was  very  glad  to  observe,  in  a  forceful  and 
well-reasoned  speech,  opposed  the  motion  on  extremely  sound  lines  and 
I  hardly  think  that  any  other  speech  needs  any  comment  from  me.  : 

I  understood  Mr.  Kumjitonmian  to  say  that  Pulayas,  Malavedas 
and  Parayas  constituted  a  certain  proportion  of  the  population  and 
therefore  a  proportionate  amount  of  the  money  in  relation  to  their 
population  should  be  spent  on  their  education,  I  cannot  regard  that, 
Sir,  as  a  sound  or  rational  proposition  at  all.  One  has  to  remember 
that  there  are  different  branches  of  the  Education  Department  on  some 
of  which  very  large  suras  will  have  to  be  spent  on  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  pupils.  Wien  we  consider  the  Honours  Classes  in 
History  and  English  in  the  College  which  we  have  had  for  the  last  few 
years,  it  may  be  said  that  the  expenditure  we  incur  on  that  insti¬ 
tution  is  disproportionate  to  the  portion  of  the  population  benefiting 
thereby.  If  we  are  to  spend  money  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
members  of  these  classes,  a  very  much  larger  sum  will  have  to  be 
allotted  ,  than  at  .present.  ' 

I  would  like  to  say  one  more  thing  and  that  is  a  point  which  .has 
been- overlooked.  It  has  been  urged  that,  inasmuch  as  other  classes  also 
participate  in  the  benefits  of  free  Jprimary  education,  Pulayas,  etc., 
do  not  have  any  particular  benefit  for  themselves.  I  think,  Sir,  if  we 
realise  the  fact  that  free  primary  education  was  introduced  specially  for 
the  benefit  of  these  poof  classes  so  that  education  may  be  within  the 
reach  of  the  poor,  we  shall  not  feel  like  that.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  these  poor  and  depressed  classes  to  go  to  school,  I 
do  not  think  that  the  Government  would  have  introduced  free  primary 
education  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago.  It  is  specially. for  the  education 
of  Pulayas,  Parayas,  Kanikkavs  and  a  host  of  other  depressed  classes, 
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whose  names  I  mentioned  just  before,  that  free  primary  education  is 
being  imparted  in  schools.  That  wealthier  classes  participate  in  and 
benefit  by  it  does  not  alter  this  fact.  Therefore,  I  think  that  Govern¬ 
ment  have  already  given  a  very  large  share  of  support  in  this  matter. 
With  these  words,  I  oppose  the  resolution. 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr,  Kunjitomman  wants  the  House  to  divide. 
So  I  shall  put  the  resolution  to  the  vote  of  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost,  12  voting  for  and  21 

Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvutluinaha): 

(05)6OOo. 

AYES — 12. 

1.  Mr.  A.  Hoogewerf.  7.  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran-  Pillai. 

2.  M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai.  8.  ,,  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

'  ,,  The  Rev.  Fr.  Kuriakose  9.  „  N.  Ramakrishna  Pillai.. 

Vett-ikkapalli.  10.  ,,  T.Lakshmana  Pillai. 

4.  ,.  K.  Dominic  Touiman.  •  11.  ,,  Paul  V.  Daniel. 

5. '  „  Ramankunju.  1‘2.  „  Tariatn  Kunjitomman. 

6.  ,,  Joseph  Panjikaran.  I 

NOES~~22. 

1.  Mr.  I.  G.  Ghaoko.  12.  Me.  K.  V.  Natesa  Aiyar. 

2.  ,,  T.  M.  Chidambaratanu  13.  „  R.  Nilakanda  Pillai. 

Pillai.  14.  „  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 

3.  „  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai.  15.  „  W.  H.  Pitt. 

4.  ,,  A.  Govinda  Menou.  16.  „  M.  Raja  Raja  Varna. 

5.  „  L.  C.  Hodgson.  17.  Rao- Bahadur  K.  V.  Ranga- 

6.  Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  Krishna  swami  Aivaugar. 

Aiyangar.  18.  Mb.  S.  C.  H.  Robinson. 

7.  Mr.  R.  Krishna  Pillai.  19-  „  V.  Subba  Aiyar. 

8.  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai.  20.  „  S.  Subrahmanya  Kara- 

9.  Dewan  Bahadur  Dr,  P.  N.  yalar. 

Lakshmanan. .  21.  „  A.  J.  Van  Ross.  > 

10.  MR.  K.  C.  Mauiinen  Mappillai.  22.  ,,  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai. 

11.  ,,  P,  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

Mr.  T. '  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumamjai) :  I 
wish  the  names  of  the  neutrals  also  be  recorded. 

NEUTRALS— 9. 

1.  Mb.  P.  Paramesvaran.  I  6.  Mr.  T.  Kumara.  Pillai. 

2.  „  M.  N.  Pillai.  7.  „  S.  Krishna  Aiyar. 

3.  „  N.  Padmanabha  Pillai.  ■  8.  „  C.  P.  Eochukunju  Pillai. 

4.  „  M.  R.  Madhava  Variar.  j  9.  „  Trivikramar  Vasudevar. 

5..  „  V.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai.  j 

PRESIDENT:  The  motion  Is  lost.  - 
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Separation  of  the  Executive  from  the  Judiciary , 

PRESIDENT  :  The  next  vosolntion  that  stands  on  the  agenda  is 
against  the  name  of  Mr.  G.  Parainesvaran  Piilai.  It  runs  as  follows : 

This  Om noil  recommends  to  the  (Soreriiomit  tha  t  early  steps  be  taken 
for  effecting  a  coutflele  separation  of  the  emnmtivo  from  the  judiciary 
and  placing  the  entire  judiciary  uud  r  the  direct  end  i  mhcdiatc  control 
of  the  High  Court. 

Ho  will’ now  move  the  resolution. 

Mu.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (AV;/,/,*//,, ,/.•„/•«.):  Kir,  1 
hog  to  move  that  this  Council  rceoiiijnends  to  tin?  Government  Unit  early 
steps  be  taken  for  effecting  a,  complete  separation  of  the  executive  from 
the  judiciary  and  placing  the  entire  judiciary  under  the  direct  and  im¬ 
mediate  control  of  the  High  Court. 

Sir,  in  moving  the  resolution  on  the  complete  separation  of  tlio 
executive  from  the  judiciary,  I  do  not  propose  to  take  np  the  time  ol' 
this  House  in  dealing  with  the  several  arguments  in  support  of  tire 
principle  underlying  my  motion.  The  question  lias  no  novelty  about 
it,  for  the  attention  of  the  public  and  the  Government  has  been  drawn 
to  it  for  several  decades  n<nv. 

The  subject  came  up  for  consideration  even  so  far  back  as  1792, 
when  Lord  Cornwallis;’  Government  declared  that  the  combination  of 
the  executive  and  judicial  functions  was  highly  objectionable  and 
undesirable.  Mr.  Erodoric  Halliday,  President  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Police  organisation,  observed  in  his 
memorandum  that,  so  long  as  this  combination  of  functions  lasted, 
public  confidence  in  our  tribunals  must  always  be  liable  to  in¬ 
jury  and  the  authority  of  justice  itself  must  be  abused  and  misap¬ 
plied  and  that  the  power  of  appeal  was  not  a  sufficient  remedy.  Lord 
Hobhouse;  Sir  Richard  Garth,  ’Sir  Richard  Couch,  Sir  Raymond 
West,  Sir  John  Budphear,  Sir  William  Markby  and  Mr.  Reynold 
memorialised  the  Secretary  of  State  on  this  matter  in 1899.  Sir 
Barnes  Peacock,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Bengal  .  High  Court,  was  strongly 
in  favour  of  complete  separation.  ,  B.  G.  Dutt,  Sir  Harvey  Adamson, 
Sir  Surendranath  Banerjea  and  P.  C.  Mitter  had  framed  elaborate/ 
schemes  of  separation  as  well.  Subsequent  to  this,  the  Governments' 
of  the  United  Provinces,  Bihar  and  Orisa,  the  Punjab,  Central  Provinces, 
Bengal  and  Bombay  have  accepted  the  principle  of  separation  and  eoni- 
.  mittees  were  appointed  to  draw  up-  schemes  for  giving  effect  thereto. 
The  . Governments . at- JET.  E.  H.  the  Nizam  of  Hyderabad,  and  . Their. 
Highnesses,  the  Maha  Rajas  of  Indore,  Baroda  and  K-apurthala  have  I 
ordered  the  severance  of  the  two  functions.  The  Legislative  Assembly 
and.-the  Madras  Legislative  Council  have  passed  resolutions  in  favour 
of  complete  separation.  .  ; 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  Ali’AR  XAddUiumv  Head  Sirlutr  Vakil)  \  'May 
I  correct  M.v,  G.  Paramesvaran  Piilai  ?  The  Madras  Council  has  not 
passed  a  resolution  on  the  subject. 
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Me.  -G.  PABAM.13SVA-UAN  PILLAI.'  0fej/yaiUnkam) :  It  has 
passed  a  resolution  lor  the  appointment  of  a  committee  and  I  suppose 
the  principle  is  accepted  before  committees  are  .  appointed  to  work! -out 
detailed  schemes. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  Ali'AR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  ValHD.  \  Only  a 
resolution  for  the.  appointment  of  a  committee  has  been  passed  by  the 
Madras  Council.  . 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI {Neyyat tinkara)  ■■  :  Thaiis' 
all  that  I  said.  '  The  committees  appointed  by  the  Madras  and  Bengal 
Governments  . have  also  submitted  their  reports  giving  details  of  their 
,  schemes.  - 

Jn  Travaneore,  we  find  that,,  so  far  bach  as  1811,  the  first  reform 
which  Col.  Munro  effected  when  he  took  charge  of  the  administration 
waa;  the  separation  of  the:  revenue  and  judicial  functions'  from  one 
another  by  .abolishing  the  offices  of  Valia  Sarvadhikarvakar  and  Sar- . 
vadhikaryakar.  The  Karyakars  were  also  deprived  of  their  judicial  func¬ 
tions  and  were  reduced  to  the  position  of  mere  revenue  officers  under  the 
same  of  Tahsildars.  By  1884  the  judiciary  was  entirely  he-constructed 
upon  the  model  of  the  British  Indian  system ■  and .  the  Tahsildars.  were: 
given  police  and  magisterial  functions. 

Coming  to  modern  times,  from  the  second  session  of  the  Sri  Mulam - 
Popular  Assembly,  repeated  representations  have  been  made  urgingthe 
complete  separation  of  the  two  functions  and  the  desirability  of  placing 
the  -magistracy  under  the  direct  control  of  the  High  Cnint  as  in  the  case 
of  the  munsiffs  and  judges;  .Pointed  attention  of  the  Govornment was 
drawn  to  this  matter  atthe  eighteenth  session  of  the  Assembly  by  my  friend 
.  Mr.  Kunjito.mman ;  and.  the  Bewail  on  behalf  of  the  Government  declared  . 
that  there  was  no  difference  between:  the  .Government  and  the  mem¬ 
ber  as  regards  the  soundness,  of  the  policy  suggested  by.  him.  .  But  he 
could  hot  overlook1  the  fact  that,  there  were,  some  practical  difficulties  in  :: 
giving  full  effect  'to  his’  suggestions.  The:  Dewan  added  that  the  Govern-  .  : 
raent  would  do  their  best  to  give  effect  to  this  policy  as  far  as  possible. 

A  few  questions  on  the  same  subject:  in  the  Legislative  Council  under. 
Regulation  I  of- 109.'}  also  elicited  the  answer  that,  the  in  after  was  cngag-  . 
ing  the  attention  of  the  Government;  ;  , 

:  l-VBrambhesG,  it  will  be  clear  that  the  Governments,  both  here  and 
elsewhere  have  recognised  the  soundness  of  the  policy  urged  in  this  re¬ 
spect  by  the  representatives  of  tbe  people.  Wo.  are  not  yet  fully  aware,  of 
the  nature  and  exfeht  of  the  practical  difficulties  that  stand  in  the.  way  of 
the  Government  giving:  full  effect  to  this  mbch-needod  reform-.  ,  . 

Sir  William  Vincent  quoted,  with  approval  the  meaning  . of  tbe. term  : 
■separation’  as  stated  by  ;a  Law  .Member  of  the  'Government  of  India;  :- 
i.  e.,  that  the  judicial  officers  should  be  specially  trained  for  their, -duties 
.and  that  in  performing  these  duties. they  should  not ':b«Lsubjest04.'.fe^!Sii!- 
'form  of  executive  pressure.  According  to  the  Ilon’ble  randii  Jagat 
Narayan  of  the  United  Provinces,  the .  separation  .of -judicial  aihd;  execft-'  : 
five  functions  really  means  that  those  who  are  entrusted  with  judicial  work 
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should  not  be  placed  under  any  subordination  to  those  authorities  which 
have  to  exercise  executive  functions.  Those  wh«>are  entrusted  with 
judicial  functions  should  in  no  way  be  under  the  authority  of  executive 
officers  in  order  that  their  judgments  might  not  be  influenced  by  any¬ 
thing  said  or  done  by  these '  officers.  When  a  similar  resolution  was 
under  discussion  before  the  Legislative  Assembly,  Sir  William  Vincent, 
the  .  official  member  in  charge,  observed : 

“The necessity  of  trials  being  held  in  an  atmosphere  of  cool  impartiality  is  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  and  there  is  in  many  cases  a  fear,  an  unjustified  fear,  I  beliuvo,  hut  still 
an  apprehension  that  an  over -steal  ons  officer  in  lus  anxiety  to  preserve  bis  good  credit  a  a 
an  administrator  in  a  sub-division  or  to  maintain  the  poaco,  may  bo  too  ready  to  credit 
prosecution  evidcnoo'imd  not,  likely  to  bo  absolutely  fair  to  the  noetisod,  1  do  not  think 
there  is  any  ground  for  that  apprehension,  lmt  I  believe  in  some  cases  it  does  exist. 
There  is  on.  this  account  a  feeling  of  mislrnst  of  onr  courts  in  some  eases.  .1  beliovo 
there  is  little  foundation  for  it,  but  it  is  there,  and  it  is  all  important  in  a  judicial  trial 
that  the  court  should  bo  snob  ns  to  command  the  absolute  confidence  of  those  who  appear 
before  it.  That  is  indeed  a  general  principle  of  the. greatest  importance  whether  the  ap¬ 
prehensions  are  sound  or  not.” 

So,  he  was  in  favour  of  separation ;  but  how  far  that  could  be  carried 
out  was  a  matter  of  method  and  resources ;  and  we  find  that  the  Tra- 
vancore  Government  are  also  substantially  of  the  same  view. 

As  observed  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Bengal  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  framing  any  scheme  on  this  subject,  the  following  essential 
points  should  be  borne  in  mind 

(1)  Separation  should  be  as  complete  as  possible ; ' 

(2) .  it  should  disturb  existing  conditions  as  little  as  possible  ;  . 

(3)  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  efficiency,  any  increase  of  cost 
should  be  minimised  as  far  as  possible. 

If  these  essentials  are  kept  in  view,  it  appears  to  me  that  no  serious 
practical  difficulties  can  present  themselves  to  the  Government,  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  reform  without  any  further  delay. 

'  3?rom  the  discussion  on  the  subject  ,  carried  on  in  other  Legislative 
Councils,  I  can  perceive  only  two  arguments  that  may  be  advanced  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  witli*any  degree  of  fairness  against  complete 
.separation  being  effected  at  once.  They  are,  firstly,  the  probable  addi- 
■tional  cost  and,  secondly,  the  difficulties  in  divesting  the  District  Magi¬ 
strates  and  their  assistants  of  the  powers  under  the  preventive  sections 
of  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code.  Both  these  difficulties  have  been 
solved  by  the.  committees  appointed  elsewhere  for  the  purpose  and  by 
other  eminent  men  who  have  bestowed  some  consideration  upon  this 
question.  To  my  mind,  it  appears  that,  in  Travancore  at  any  rate, 
neither  of  the  above  considerations  need  block  our  progress  in  effecting 
a  complete  separation  of  the  two  functions,  inasmuch  as  the  way  has 
already  been  paved  for  us  long  ago  and  all  the  necessary  facilities  already 
exist  among  us  even  at  present. 

Several  practical  schemes  for .  separation  have  been  evolved  by 
eminent  jurists  in  India.  The  latest  report,  available  to  the  public  is 
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that  of  the  Bengal  Committee.  That  committee  presided  over  by  a 
High  Court  Judge  examined  all  the  previous  schemes  on  the  subject 
and  their  main  recommendations  do  furnish  a  working  basis  for  us. 

According  to  that  Committee — 

(1)  The  hearing  of  appeals  from  all  magistrates  with  second 
and  third  class  powers  should  in  future  take  place  not  before  the 
District  Magistrate — Collector  or  his  subordinates,  but  before  the 
Sessions  Judge  or  some  purelv  judicial  officer  empowered  in  that 
behalf.  ‘ 

'  (2)  The  inspection  of  criminal  courts  should  also  be  made  by  the 
Sessions  Judge  or  some  purely  judicial  officer  empowered  in  that  be¬ 
half  and  the  responsibility  for  the  efficient  working  of  all  criminal 
courts  in  the  district  and  due  despatch  of  criminal  business  should 
rest  in  future  not  with  the  District  Officer  but  with  the  Sessions  .. 
Judge. 

They  say  that,  unless  this  is  done,  there  is  a  . grave  risk  that  the 
criminal  work  of  the  district  may  deteriorate. 

,  (3)  The  present  staff  of  Deputy  Magistrates-— Deputy  Collectors, 

Sub-Deputy  Magistrates — Sub-Deputy  Collectors  should  be  divided 
into  two  branches,  and  one  should  be  employed  in  purely  judicial  work 
and  the  other  in  purely  administrative,  executive  aBd  revenue  work. 

They  say  that  the  control  and  supervision,  including  questionsof  pay, 
promotion  and  transfer  of  those  engaged  in  purely  judicial  work,  should 
lie  exclusively  with  the  judicial  authorities. 

(4)  The  High  Court  should  exercise  the  same  control  and  super¬ 
vision  over  the  magisterial  staff  as  they  now  exercise  over  the  civil 
staff. 

In  regard  to  preventive  sections,  there  are  two  opinions  embodied 
in  the  report.  " 

In  ordinary  cases  under  sections  107, 108, 109, 110,  corresponding  to 
our  sections  90,  etc.,  when  the  district  officer  requires  a  person  to  show' 
cause,  the  proceedings  shall  be  sent  for  trial  before  a  judicial  officer,  but  in 
cases  of  emergency  which  arise  under  these  sections  and  when  immediate 
action  is  necessary,  it  shall  be  open  to  the  district  officer  to  pass  orders,  but 
'  Wch  orders  shall  be  appealable  before  the  Sessions  Judge.  Proceedings 
tfider  sections  145  and  147  shall  be  before  a  judicial  officer  only,  initiation 
of  proceedings  and  the  power  to  make  provisional  orders  under  section 
145(4)  remaining  as  at  present  with  the  district  officer. 

In  order  to  avoid  delay  in  emergent  cases,  the  committee  provide 
that  the  district  officer  should  forward  the  proceedings  to  the  Sessions 
Judge  with  a  request  that  they  be  speedily  disposed  of  and  that  a  High 
Court  order  should  require  the  District  Judges  to  give  effect  to  the,  Re¬ 
quest  at  once. 

The  other  view  with  regard  to  the  preventive  sections  o(  the 
Criminal  Procedure  Code  is  that  the  powers  under  those  sections  should 
be  taken  away  from  'the  executive  officers  and  transferred  to  the  purely 
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judicial  officers  'above  mentioned.  The  district  officer  may  retain  the 
power  of  initiating  or. drawing  up  proceedings  under  these  sections,  but' 
the  hearing  should  take  place  before  a  judicial  office]’. 

Now,  without  incurring  any  additional  cost,  it  appears  to  me  that 
we  can-  adopt  the  policy  enunciated  in  the  above  recommendations. 
We  have  at  present  19  Stationary  Magistrates  who  are  purely  judicial 
officers.  That  being  so,  when  they  are  placed  directly  under  the 
administrative  control  and  supervision  of  the  High  Court  or  the  Sessions 
Judge,  and  -when  the  powers  to  hear  appeals  from  these  magistrates 
are  taken  away  from  the  Dewan  Peishkar  and  District  Magistrate  and 
conferred  on  the  Sessions  Judge  or  other  purely  judicial  officer,  the  sepa¬ 
ration  will  be  complete  and  effectual,  in  so  far  as  the  subordinate  magis¬ 
tracy  is  concerned.  And  this  does  not  and  cannot  involve  any  addi¬ 
tional  cost.  For  the  time  now  being  devoted  to  the  hearing  of  criminal 
appeals  by  the  district  officers  and  their  assistants  cannot  be  said  to  be 
mutch.  In  1097,  the  number  of  cases  disposed  of  by  13  courts  was  just 
over  1,500,  or,  on  an  average,  113  cases  per  court  in  one  year,  It  wiil  be 
seen  that  most  of  these  cases  may  have  been  filed  on  one  and  the  same 
judgment  and  so  the  time  bestowed  in  hearing  one  appeal  will  be  suffi¬ 
cient  to  dispose  of  more  than  one  such  appeal.  So,  in  case  the  Sessions 
Judges  are  asked  to  hear  these  appeals,  much  of  their  time  will  not  be 
occupied  on  this  account  and  there  will  lie  complete  separation;  effected 
to  that  extent. 

.  Then,  we  have  at  present  three  Pemhkar-District  Magistrates,  one 
Commissioner- Jfistrict-  Magistrate  and  eight  Division  Assistants  and  First 
Class  Magistrates,  i  n  ease  the  judicial  functions  are  separated  from  these 
officers,  I  should  certainly  think  that  even'  the  Government  will  concede 
that,  for  purely  revenue  and  executive  functions,  they  do  not  require  as 
many  as  four  district  officers  and  eight  assistants..  To  my  mind,  it  should 
then  be  possible  for  the  Government  to:  set  free  one-half  of  the  above 
number,  or  at- least  five  of  the  Division  Assistants  fo.be  in  charge  of  purely 
judicial  work  and  exercising  first  class  magisterial  powers  in  important 
centres. 

I  would  also  suggest  that,  in  regard  to  the  powers  under  the  preven¬ 
tive,  sections,  it  is, desirable  to  retain,  with,  the  -District  officers  merely  the 
power-fo  initiate  or  draw  tip  proceedings  and  send  up  the  cases  for  hear¬ 
ing  and  trial,  before  the -Sessions  Judge,  Jt  may  be  argued  that  the 
Sessions  Judge 'may  not.  find  time  for  all  this  additional  work  imposed 
on  him.  My  answer  is  this  :  It  is  well-known  to  my  lawyer  friends 
.  that  in  practice,  the  District  Judges  at  present  seldom  find  time  to  take 
-up  civil  work  owing  to  pressure  of.  criminal  work. '  This  has  resulted  in 
several  instances  ;in  vast  accumulations'  of  arrears  on  the  civil  side,  and 
both  permanent  and -temporary  Additional  Judges  have  been  appointed. 

.-  Qne-.of  the  Additional  Judges  may.  be  -puiin  charge  of  all  the  criminal 
work,  including  the  additional  duties  which  tlte  District  Judge. may  -he 
; entrusted  ;w ith  when  the  separation  scheme  te  given  effect,  to  ;  and  this 
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may  lie  done  even  without  making  any  material  amendments  to  the 
Criminal  Procedure  Code,  for  the  Government  may  by  notification  in¬ 
vest  such  Additional  Judge  with  the  powers  of  a  District  Magistrate. 
In  other  words,  the  existing  Additional  Sessions  Judges  may  be  con¬ 
verted  into  the  purely  judicial  officers  contemplated  by  the  Bengal 
Committee  to  exercise  the  functions  of  the  District  Magistrate  and  his 
assistants,  except  in  the  matter  of  trying  original  criminal  cases  triable 
by  a  First  Class  Magistrate. 

In  British  India,  the  delay  in  giving  oifoct  to  the  sejiamlion  of  func¬ 
tions  appears  to  me  to  bo  due  more  to  considerations  of  political  expedi¬ 
ency  than  anything  else.  But,  fortunately,  we  hove  are  placed  in  a  more 
advantageous  position  in  that  respect.  Bor  political  agitation  in  this 
country  is  a  most  peaceful  game.  Conditions  here  do  not  admit  of  any 
comparison  with  those  obtaining  in  British  Indian  politics.  The  oft-quot¬ 
ed  phrase,  “  maintenance  of  law  and  order  "  has  no  special'  significance 
to  us,,  for  there  is  nothing  abnormal  in  our  being  orderly  or  law-abiding. 

» .  The  change'; will'  thus  uot  involve  any  additional  cost,  nor  is  it  likely 
to  result  in  public  inconvenience.  In  fact,  in-tho  long  run,  there  will  be 
even  a  saving  in  the  expenditure '.umU-r  District  Courts,  for  the  District 
Judges  may  under  the  altered  conditions  find  it  possible  to  devote  greater 
attention  to  civil  cases,  and  some  at  least  of  the  Additional  Judges  now 
temporarily  appointed  may  be  dispensed  with.  At  any  rate,  it  is  almost 
certain  that  the  hew  scheme  will  not  necessitate  any  further  expendi¬ 
ture  than  is  being  now  incurred  on  account  of.  the  Temporary  Addi- . 
tional  Judges. 

Speaking  of  .the  additional  cost,  I  might  also  submit  incidentally  that 
it  is  my  firm  conviction  that  the  sub-magistrates  are  very  much  under¬ 
paid-'  Iu  any  scheme  of  separation -of  functions,  .it  is  essential  that  the 
position  of  the  magistrate  and  that  of  the  munsiff  should  be  interchange¬ 
able.  In  fact, only  qualified  men  with  sufficient  legal  training  should  be 
recruited  as  magistrates.  The  power. of  appointment  may  rest  with 
Government  as  in  the  case  of  munsiffs  and  Judges.  .  But  the  High  Court 
may  be  asked  to  nominate  duly  qualified  men  f'o;  recruitment  to  the 
criminal  branch  of  the  judiciary,  just  as  they  are  asked  to  nominate  candi¬ 
dates  for. munsiffs’  and  Judges’ posts.  This  will  ensure  greater  purity  in 
the,  administration  of  justice  and  will  tend  to  foster  judicial  independence 
throughoufrihe  entire  judiciary.  This  cannot  be  fully  attained  without  ' 
improving -the  pay  and  prospects  of.  the  sub-magistrates.  The  pres¬ 
tige  of  the  magistrate  has  in  recent  years  been  very  much  lowered' in 
tlie  eyes  of  the  public  and -the. policemen,  on  account  of  the  comparativly 
low  salary  ..now  attached  to,his  office.  A  police  officer,-  with  ■decidedly  in¬ 
ferior  qualifications,  is  able  to  boss  over  the  magistrate,  for  be  recgiVph 
a  more  decent  pay  tha,n  thh  latter,  Bat  the  improvefiddht' -of '.'the 
and  prospects, of  the  schema gistrates,  is  already, theirMuera^catf&ot-be.;:, 
said  to  he  the  direct  result  of  any  '  scheme  of  separation,  but  .should  be 
regarded  as  part  of  a  general  scheme  of  reorganisatioh.  y:j 

:  In  .regard-  to  public  convenience,  it  will  not  .suffer,  for  the  reaiSn  '' 
that  we  have  District  Courts  within  short  distances  and  at  convenient 
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centres.  The  public  will  also  prefer  their  appeals  being  heard  by  a 
higher  forum,  viz.,  the  Sessions  Court. 

It  is,  therefore,  my  earnest  appeal  to  the  Government  that  the  con- 
siderations  weighing  with  the  Government  in  British  India  in  delaying 
the  introduction  of  this  reform  should  not  in  the  least  influence  this  Gov¬ 
ernment,  and  that,  as  in  several  other  matters,  we  might  take  a  lead  in 
the  right  direction  for  others  to  follow  in  due  course.  Therefore,  I 
would  commend  this  resolution  for  the  acceptance  of  this  Council. 

Mil.  N.  PADMANABHA  P1LLAI  (KanmagcqwHi)  :  I  second  to 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Kunjitomman,  your  resolution  is  substantially 
identical.  Do  you  move  yours  or  wish  to  bring  it  up  as  an  amendment? 
Or  do  you  withdraw  your  resolution  ? 

Mr.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  :  oairr^Ojo 

a®]cj$<oteaio  (sroaSl&ocDsse  >>  fflsnio  siotcs  sjoa-oraDoo]GjlfSl<flQom^“« 
cngssKo  a aoa&i c8> ipapaalsaa © o .  oro@6)ce)osn§o6m0  .sratod  fsromDsicn 
GOjAfflajgunwefnaiziono”  &©  fcuaa(aio6)c6>osnsaiofnlgfta  g»u.  (ST®  (gj®a<nj 
(tsrmlQabo  anmA(0^«r>aQ.mrosm2io^30sm)u  nrpstcAo  ec^aol'md 
ohmaar/a  jadoJilas  oasts  (jysamiojo.  (tn&rriJlcood.  stood*  go©  (jysaoo 
ffltowio^  o4^®oo»l  ocQ>og*\<8stQQio  o®ado  (3jaaa»6«5w>  ajldoJaDoWi  ■ 
<Sjo  a.a;ogjono.  .  gossestoo  <3©  fsy@(ao»o®ifl>o6n§aj©OOTgg.  <o>oasmo  ooi 
gKsgjoxaucmoA  <2)8jlcjT$(o)<ni®&  iB)OgjssisOo  oosratgfflauoCo  s?oo®aOo 
css mgrsxo  nai83Jsi3l5n§0c83nTor!S'osirnu.  a©05g.as  cnjiold  o^aa^crulsoj 
(soso  a£tuoocjT^I<saiemio  aenoaiouiillejo  cuSlgjogaadolemtfawo  &<s§jOco 
ctuduhioA  <?*fry«9>Oo  ■  s*ts>osf^ai®om®  alcSfflOJOQo  coadsni  jiZdolcra  no 
cg,ioQJ©®©l  agjmogg,  nuJSoojffitdn-iiocDltSl^o.  fflttxcvd  oaiq^gegjo 
cormacodoa)  (2t88lem],5u ■  sossostenooisa  a<&crvea>e>gi  aoq,  cfljsle&Cb  ©sal 
p]&e.  •8<&>or\js0>a&®o_'O6>ei  o]m\o©^m©cTn)®^omoamu  sto-ngggjcmsruo 
@^jo.  o®cv»ocQ)oajo  scnfflfiOc.<0®l-©)«56aie^oQ)  nrr:ffljs«5sn%°.  S)a_io@ssoo 
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do-P  s>©(g=j?socru@aijl.(o6  ((ya^0ail^l|8ft|o.  tmucra  usto.oc®l<o6QoAao'c0a 
a&tetjnr^goSWxoo  a®n§o;,.'"l©crto.  goeojoDo  (Siogg  eojAaoj§(0ta]od]®]o8«i 
coosm0 .  o®omo(o6  (stoggaaosni  a^grnaiocni  (g-jecn’osooal^.  gD<sg_joty 
am>GCjjjaajsrnol  aask^gcooV  ooi<^£®gjo<y;auoa2o©as  ceJI^ld© 
©cmaQJOfflYjsgjo.  ©aojfflas  Gc0>Oodaaarr>£B>u  cuSloilaaad  (groaul 
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a-OSTO0.  o®aa$(nJ\  o-tfooc^  ^®ai.03» .  ‘i&ny&Oo  nisseaiiooo  tsm 
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Mr.  V.  SDBBA  AIYAR  (JdtHiional  Head  Sirhir  Vakil)  git, 
Government  do  not  object  to  the  principle  underlying  the  motion.  On 
the  other  hand,  much  has  been  done  in  that  direction,  and  I  am  glad  to: 
see  that  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  referred  to  it.  But  the  difficulty 
lies- in  giving  practical  effect  to  the  separation  right  through  from  top  to 
bottom ;  and  the  question  is  whether  it  would  tie  possible  or  desirable 
to  do  so.  t  will  therefore  try  to  lay  before  the  House  what  has  been 
done,  and  if  possible,  to  convince  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  of  the  prac-. 
tical  difficulty  in  that  direction  and  leave  the  House  to  judge. 

In  the  first  place,  it  will  he  conceded  that,  so  far  as  criminal  work 
is  concerned,  it  is  now  done  by  the.  Bench  Magistrates,  by  the  stipendiary 
Stationary  Magistrates,  by  the  TahsiUlar,  by  tho  Division  Assistant  anil 
First  Class  Magistrate,  and  by  the  Sessions  Court  and  the  High  Court, 
Of  these,  it  will  be  conceded  that  the  work  of  Bench  Magistrates  is 
completely  separated  from  the  executive.  The.refore.nothing  more,  is 
desirable  in  that  direction.  * 

■  With  reference  to  the  Second  Class  and  Third  Class  Magistrates, 
Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  told  us  that  there  are  about  nineteen  Station¬ 
ary  Magistrates,  and  he.  was  good  enough  to  admit  that  they  exercise 
purely  judicial  functions,  so  that  the  only  other  persons  who  are 
magistrates  are  only  five  in  number,  viz.,  the  Tahsildars  of  Nedumangad. 
Pattanapuram,  Pattanamtitta,  Todupuzha  and  Minachil.  In  these 
places  tiie  magisterial  work  is  very  light  and  the  revenue  work  is  not 
very  heavy,  with  the  result  that  it  was  thought  that  both  might  be  com¬ 
bined  in  the  same  set  of  officers.  If,  consistent  with  financial  consi¬ 
derations,  the  Tahsildars  could  be  divested  of  their  magisterial  work, 
and  Stationary  Magistrates  could  be  appointed  in  these  places  also, 
Government  would  gladly  do  so.  But  in  asrnuoh  as  the  work  is  not 
heavy  and  since  the  cost  also  will  be  very  much — each  Stationary  Magis¬ 
trate  costs  on  an  average  about  Rs.  2,500  per  annum — it  was  ’  thought 
that  such  a  separation  was  not  necessary.  Therefore,  so  far  as  the 
lowest  ranks  of  magistrates  are.  concerned,  there  has  been  complete 
separation. 

At  present,  the  decisions  of  a  magistrate  are  heard  in  appeal 
only  by  the  First  Class  Magistrate,  though  theoretically  the  District 
Magistrate  also  has  got  the  power.  I  believe  the  members  of  this  House 
are  aware  that  the  District  Magistrates  do  not  ordinarily  exercise  that 
power  and  it  is  the  First  Class  Magistrates  or  the  Division  Assistants 
that  usually  bear  the  appeals  and  dispose  of  them,  These  officers  do 
not  exercise' any  sort  of  control  over  the  magistrates.  In  other  words, 
so  fftr  as  these  officers  are  concerned,  viz.,  the  Division  Assistants,  they 
have  no  manner  of  control  over  the  Stationary  .  Magistrates,  except  in 
the  matter  of  hearing  appeals  under  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code.  Every 
decision  of  Stationary  Magistrates  is'  also  subject  to  revision  by.  the 
Sessions  Court  and  the  High  Court.  On  account  of  our  State  ,  being- 
very  small  and  on  account  of  the  consequent  nearness  of  the  High 
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Court  from  even  the  farthest  corners  of  the  State,  I  think  that,  in  oases 
of  miscarriage  of  justice  or  error  in  procedure  on  the  part  of  the 
Stationary  Magistrates,  parties  immediately  appeal  to  the  High  Court 
for  their  interference  in  the  matter.  Appeals  from  the  Stationary  Magis¬ 
trate’s  Court  are .  heard  by  First  Class  Magistrates.  I  have  not 
heard  anything  from  Mr.  Pararnesvaran  Pillai  to  the  effect  that  cither 
the  District  Magistrate  er  the  Government  do  exercise  any  influence 
over  their  subordinates  in  their  discretion  in  judicial  matters  and  thus 
cause  any  miscarriage  of  justice,  and  I  do  not  think  any  member  of  the 
House  will  vouch  for  it.  Mr.  Kunjitomman  was  in  a  position  to  say 
that  in  Forest  and  Excise  cases  adjournments  were  freely  granted  and 
people  were  unnecessarily  worried.  I  think  that  remark  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  he  has  not  had  experience  of  attending  courts  in  other  criminal 
cases  wherein  also  adjournments  are  freely  granted. 

Mb.  G.  PAKAMESVARAN  PILLAI  iNeuydiUithtra) :  As  a 
point  of  personal  explanation,  I  may  say  that  I  did  make  a  statement  to 
this  effect  that,  in  regard  to  cases  where  the  executive  is  suspected  to 
have  some  interest,  there  is  a  general  apprehension  that  justice  wilt  not 
lie  carried  out. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  As  » 
matter  of  fact,  it  is  within  his  knowledge  that  no  influence  is  exercised  h.V 
the  District  Magistrate  in  the  matter.  I  did  not  hear  any  statement 
made  by  him  to  that  effect.  Unlike  in  British  India  where  there  is 
only  one  High  Court  which  is  very  far  off  from  the  remote  corners  of 
the  country,  and  where,  therefore,  revisions  will  be  very  costly,  here, 
any  miscarriage  of  justice  or  error  of  procedure  might  at  once  be  rectified 
by  the  High  Court  which  is  very  near  from  all  parts  of  the  State. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( Shertallai )  :  If  any  .underhand 
influence  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  administration  of  justice,  is .  it 
possible  for  the  public  to  know  that  ? 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AlYkiR  ■(dddiUpml:'.Head-  Sirkar^  Valdl)  :  In 
cases  where  a  Government  officer  may  be  the  prosecutor,  it  maybe 
thought  that  the  administration  of  justice  might  be  affected.  But  in  ■ 
such  cases  an  appeal  lies  to  the  First  Class  Magistrate  and  a  revision  to 
the  Sessions  Judge  and  also  the  High  Court.  That  is  why  I  said  that, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  cases  of  miscarriage  of 
justice  and  other,  errors  on  the  part  of  magistrates.  So  far  as  .such  mat¬ 
ters  are  concerned,  the  decisions  of  the  magistrates  are  entirely  under 
the  control  of  the  judiciary. 

Then  it  was  stated  that  the  District  Magistrate  has  got  some  sort 
of  power  over  the  Sub-Magistrates ;  but  such  powers  relate  mainly,  to 
the  revision  of  calendars, :  transfer  of  cases,  and  inspection.  . 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumanrjad)". 

I  did  not  quite  understand  what  Mr.  Subha  Aiyar  meant  when  he  said  : 
that  the  High  Court  has  no  control  over  the  magistrates.:  •••'• 

: PRESIDENT  :  He  said  that  the  High  Court  has  control- 
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said  the  High  Court  has  control.  What  .1  said  was  Unit  the  Stationary 
Magistrate,  in  so  l'ar  as  his  decisions  are  concerned,  is  absolutely  free 
from  the  executive  control  of  the  District  Magistrate.  Therefore,  so  lar 
as  the  Stationary  Magistrates  arc  concerned,  niy  point  is  that,,  in  the 
.  disposal  of. cases  and  hearing  of  appeals  there  has  been  complete  sepa¬ 
ration  and. that  there  is  nothing  more  that  has  to  be  done. 

Coining  to  the  Sessions  Court  and  the  High  Court,  I  do  not  think 
that  there  too  there  is  anything  that  lias  to  ho  done,  because  they  have 
purely  judicial  functions  and  everybody  is  satisfied  that  they  are  free 
from  executive  control.  Therefore;  the  only  direction  in  which, 
'anything  can  bo  doue  and  whore  Mr.  'I’arauiesvaran  IMllui  would 
like  to  have  anything  done  is  in  the  case  of  flu;  Division  Assistants 
and  the;  District  Magistrates.  As  regards  them,  I  was  saying  that 
the  District  Magistrates  wore  exercising  powers  over  subordinate 
•  magistrates  only  with  reference  to  three  matters,  ri:\,  revision  of 
calendars,  inspection  and  transfer  of  eases.  These  are  the  only  three 
powers  which  the  District  Magistrates  ordinarily  exercise  over  the, 
subordinate  magistrates  and  the  objection  that  is  ordinarily  levelled 
against  the  District  Magistrate  is  that  iu  certain  cases  be  is  both  the 
prosecutor  and  the  judge.  Bo  far  as  District  Magistrates  'in  Travancore 
are  concerned,  they  have  no  interest  in  any  of  the  departments,  unlike 
in  British  India  where  the  District  Collectors  arc  virtually  the  heads  of 
tile  district  anfl  advise  the  district  officers  of  the  various  dopartnmets. 
In  Travancore,  there  is  no  such  difficulty.  The  District  Magistrates 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Borest,  Excise  or  other  departments.  I 
concede  that  one  should  not  bo  a  prosecutor  nnd  a  judge.  In  discharg¬ 
ing  the  duties  I  have  detailed  above,  the  District  Magistrates  do  not  vio¬ 
late  the  above  principle  but  only  enforce  promptitude  and  procedure  and 
prevent  the  perversion  of  justice  by  not  allowing  prejudice  to  warp 
right  judgment. 

Supposing  we- divest  these  District  Magistrates  of  tlieir  judicial 
functions,  what  is  it  that  has  to  be  done?  I  will  come  to  that  matter 
presently  when  I  deal  with  another  aspect  of  the  question- 

Another  duty  of  the  District  Magistrate  is  the  prevention  of  offences 
or  the  exercise  of  tlie'powers  of  the  preventive  chapters  of  the  Criminal 
Brocedure  Code,  in'.?.,  Chapters  VIII  to  XII.  With  reference  to  these 
chapters,  it  will  be  conceded  that,  everywhere,  prevention  of  offences  is 
effected  rather  by  the  executive  than  by  the  judiciary.  In  every  civilised 
country,  whether  in  British  India  or  elsewhere,  it  has  all  along  been 
the' duty  of  the  executive.  Therefore,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in 
public  interests  that  the  prevention  of  offences  should  be  with  the 
executive,  for  it  is  not  enough,  if  a  Sessions  Judge  sits  quiet  in  a  room 
to  exercise  such  powers.  .The1  officer  will  have  to  go  .  n  person'  and  see 
if  there  is  any  chance  of  any  breach  of  the  peace  being  committed,,  and 
If  so,  put  into  effect  the  means  of  preventing  the  same.  I  do  not  think . 
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that,  any  where  the  judiciary  are  entrusted  with  that  function,  and  I  may 
say  that  if  anywhere  it  had  been  tried  it  would  have  proved  a  failure, 
because  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Sessions  Judge  to  run  up  from  his 
Bench  to  prevent  offences.  Therefore,  so  far  as  the  preventive  chapters 
are  concerned,  the  work  must  vest  in  the  executive. 

My  friend  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Piil'ai  referred  to  the  Bengal'  Com¬ 
mittee’s  lteport  and  also  said  that  the  conditions  in  Travancore  arc 
different  from  those  in  British  India.  I  also  base' my  observations  on 
that  portion  of  his  argument.  So  far  as  the  other  portions  arc  Con-  , 
cerned,  the  agitation  in  British  India  for  the  separation  of  the  executive 
from  the  judiciary  is  due  to  various  reasons. 

Mr.  6k  PAIUMESVABAN  PILLAI  (UtpjuttinUra) :  May  I 
know,  Sir,  whether  the  agitation  was  confined  to  Bengal  alone? 

Me.  Y.  SUKBA  AIYAE  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  ;.  Vakil) ;  At 
any  rate  the  agitation  was  started  there  for  specific,  reasons  which  .do 
not  exist  here.  In  Bengal,  for  instance,  I  understand  that  it  was  the 
police  that  were  supplying  the  information  that  is  being  supplied,  by  the 
village  staff  elsewhere,  and  that  as  a  class  they  were  unpopular.  Again 
in  Bengal  every  complaint  has  to  be  filed  before  a  magistrate  having 
jurisdiction  over  the  whole  District  and  he  distributes  these  cases  to  the 
various  subordinate  magistrates.  A.  complainant  does  not  know,  until 
he.  receives  a  notice,  before  whom  he  should  appear  to  prosecute  his 
case  and  the  litigants  are  in  consequence  put  to  considerable  difficulty. 
Such  things  do  not  exist  here.  But  so  far  .as  the  Stationary 
Magistrates  here  and  their  powers:  are. concerned,  they  are  similar  to  the 
conditions  :  in  Madras,  where  each  magistrate  has  a:  local  jurisdiction 
and  is  empowered  to  receive  complaints  and  to  dispose  of  cases  that 
come  before' him,  unless  these  cases  happen  to  be  transferred  from  him 
by  the  higher  magistrates.  .'A 

I. may  here  refer  to  the  other  portion  of  Mr.  Paramesvaran  PilLai's 
observations  with  reference  to  the  preventive  provisions  of  the  Criminal 
Procedure  Code.  •  With  reference  to  this,  there  seems  to  be  some  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  and  the  Committee’s  report  has  not  yet  been  accepted. 
They,  say  that  the  initiative  may  be  taken  bv  the  magistrate  but  the 
final  order  must  be  passed  by  the  magistrate.  That  procedure  is  cou- 
dentaed  in  very  strong  words  by  the  Madras- Committee. 

Mr,  Cl.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  XNeyycittinkara.) :  Mtiy  I 
know  whether  the  Madras  Committee’s  Report  is  available  to  the  public  ? 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil}  :  I. 
have  got  a  copy. 

That  the  Sessions  Judge  should  dispose  of.  the  cases  under  the 
preventive  section  of  the  Code  is  not  considered  to  be.  satisfactory.  It 
is  not  enough  if  the  District  Magistrate  takes  the  ;  initiative :  alone. 
The  power  of  disposal  should  also  vest  in  him.  It  will  ,  be  enbugh  If  the 
Sessions  J  adge  is  empowered  to  hear  appeals  from  'the  decisions  of  the 
District  Magistrates  in  such  cases.  But  to  take  prompt  action  and 
initiative  it  may  not  be  possible  for  the  Sessions  Judge.  Further, 
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the  Sessions  Judge 'has  very  heavy  work  otherwise,  so  that,  so  l'ar. 
as  the  District  Magistrates  are  concerned,  they  must  continue  to  exercise 
the  executive  and  preventive  powers  vested  in  them  under  the  Criminal 
Procedure  Code, 

The  only  other  thing  left  is  as  regards  the  powers  vested  in  regard  to 
supervision  and  transfer  of  cases  which  are  very Tittle.  The  question 'then 
is,  with,  reference  to  these  three  powers  that  are  now  being  exercised  by  the 
District  Magistrates,  whether  they  should  be  taken  away.  I  may  draw 
upon  the  experience  of  my  lawyer  friends  to  sav  whether  the  powers  of 
transfer  are  restricted  to  the  District  Magistrates.  Almost  all  the 
applications  for  transfer  before  the  High  Court  arc  generally  transfer 
of  cases  from  one  subordinate  magistrate  to  another  after  going  to  the 
District  Magistrates  or  before  going  to  him.  So  the  powers  of  transfer 
are  not  strictly  confined  to  the.  District  Magistrate-  As  a  mattor  of  fact 
the  High  Court  docs  interfere  with  the  decision  of  the  District 
Magistrates  in  such  cases.  That  being  the  case,  it  is  purely 
nominal  and  I  believe  not  of  any  serious  consequence.  The 
only  other  matter  is  with  respect  to  the  revision  of  calendars.  So'  it  is 
a  matter  for  consideration  whether  we  should  go  to  the  extent  of 
appointing  additional  officers  as  Additional  Magistrates  or  Sessions  Judges. 
My  friend-Mr.  Parauiesvaran  Pillai  thinks  that  the  additional  Sessions 
Judges  may  be  made  District  Magistrates  and  that  no  amendment  of  • 
the  Code  is  necessary.  I  would  rather  join  issue  with  him  because, 
uhder  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code  the  Additional  Sessions  Judges  do 
exercise  the  powers  of  a  Sessions  Judge.  The  sessions  cases  arc  trans¬ 
ferred  to  them,  i.  e.,  eases  committed  by  the  First  Glass  Magi¬ 
strates  arc  tried  by  them  ;  so  that,  unless  you -appoint  some  other  officer 
and  do  not  call  him  Additional  Sessions  Judge,  Second  Judge  and 
Third  Judge,  the  remedy  will  not  be  satisfactory.  The  result 
will  bo  that  we  will  have  to  create  a  particular  class  of  officers  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  appeals.  Now,  these  appeals,  as  will 
he  found  from  the  statistics,  are  very  large  in  number,  and  as  such 
they  will  require  for  each  District  another  separate  judged  The  cry  in 
the  State  has  been  for  retrenchment  and  yesterday  we  spent  a  very 
large  amount  of  time  in  considering  that  question.  While  so,  whether 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  power  that  now  vests  in  the  District 
Magistrate,  which  is  only  nominal  and  which  is  insignificant — and  I  may 
oven  say  of  not  any  consequence  -  whether  for  this  puropose  we  should 
go  to  the  extent  of  creating  a  new  class  of  officers  and  spending  a  large 
amount  of  money  is  a  matter  to  he  seriously  considered  by  this 
House. 

The  next  point  is  whether  the  Division  Assistants  themselves  could 
be  divested  of  their  revenue  work.  I  may  assure  the  House  that  if  it, 
were  possible  the  Government  would  have  no  objeotion  to  do  this. 
The  possibilities  of  making  some  of  these  Division  Assistants  purely 
judicial  officers  and  others  purely  Revenue  Assistants  to  the'  Peishkars 
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are  being  explored  by  the  Government,  and  nothing  can  be  said  at 
present.  There  are  eight  Division  Assistants  according  to  my  f  riend 
Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  and  L  believe  he  is  correct. 

PRESIDENT:  Eight  is  correct. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional Head  Birkar  Vakil ) :  As  I  said, 
whether  some  of  these  could,  be  made  purely  First  Class  Magistrates 
and  others  purely  Revenue  Assistants  is  a  matter  the  possibility  of  which 
is  being  explored  by  Government ;  and  if  Government’  find  it  possible  to 
do  so  they  will  do  it.  If  so,  everything  that  could  be  done  and 
is  desirable  to  be  done  would  have  been  done.  That  is  why  I 
started  at  tire  outset  by  saying  that  the  Government  accept  the  principle 
underlying  the  motion.  Very  little  remains  to  be  done.  And  therefore 
there  is  no  use  in  bringing  in  the  analogy  of  other  provinces,  where  . 
nothing  seems  to  have  been  done.  As  the  mover  put  it,  the  agitation 
began  as  early  as  1792  and  we  are  now  at  the  end  of  1923.  And  yet 
very  little  seems  to  have  been  done  elsewhere.  The  Government  here, 
I^believe,  have  without  any  agitation  done  a  good  deal  and  gone  a  great 
way  in  trying  to  separate  the  judiciary  from  the  executive.  Going  to 
the  Madras  Committee,  the  first  resolution-^ 

PRESIDENT  :  l  am  afraid  it  is'  a  confidential  document  and 
you  cannot  refer  to  it. 

.  Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkqr  Vakil)  :  I  did 
not  know  that.  Erom  what  appeared  in  the  papers,  I  gathered  that 
the  District  Magistrates  should  continue  to  exercise  their  magisterial 
powers. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neijyattinkara) :  .May  I 
know  whether  any  such  thing  was  published  in  the  papers  ?  . 

PRESIDENT:  I.  myself  remember  to  have  seen  a  short  account 
,  of  the  committee’s  report  in  the  newspapers. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyijaitmkara 1 :  I  did 

not  find  any  of  these  recommendations  in  detail. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  The 
Bengal  Committee’s  recommendations  have  not  been  accepted  by  the 
Government  and  I  may  assure  my  friend  that  it  has  not  been  accepted 
in  Madras,  irrespective  of  the  conclusion  other  provinces  may  have 
come  to.  I  believe  I  have  convinced  the  House  and  I  do  not  think  that 
by  the  mere  fact  ,  that  the  Bengal  Committee  has  reported  in  a 
particular  way  the  iffouse  is  going  to  be  convinced  that  way. 
Practically  nowhere  has  it  been  tried.  '  . 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {NmjyatUnkam):  May-. I 
know,  what  the.  Madras  Committee  said,  about  the  administrative 
control  of  the  entire  branch  of  the  judiciary,  also  being  transferred  to 
the  High  Court? 

v  Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I  am 
coming  to:  that.  The  only  other  point  is  whether  the  appointment: 
of  these  magistrates  should  be  with  the  High  Court  or  the  Government. 
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There  seems  to  be 'some  misapprehension  on  the  point.  My  friend  was 
prepared  to  concede  that  the  appointment  of  these  magistrates  may  be 
with  the  Government  as  it  is  now . 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (A 'cyyaltinkm-it):  I  said 
so  because. there  is  no  other  lmdy  which  appoints  the  other  judicial- 
officers  as  well. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (AMtionai  ITra-J  Sirhar  I  'nidi):  So 
far  as  the  control  of  the  magistracy  is  concerned,  it  lies  with  the  High 
Court  t.o  interfere  with  theiu  in  any  way  they  choose. 

Mb.  (I.  I ‘ARAM  ItS  VA  R  A  N  PILLAI  (A  Vyyufliithira)  :  May  1 
know  whether  the  appointment  of  the  magistrate  is  (lone  in  the  same 
way  as  a  nmnsiff  is  appointed  ? 

Mu.  V.  SIJBHA  AIYAR  [Additional  JlmdSirkar  Vakil) :  It  is 
not  clone  in  the. way  in  which  it  is  done  in  the  case  of  munsifik;  and  tlie 
powers  of.  appointment  do  not  rest  with  the  High  Court.  Almost  all 
the  higher  appointments  are  made  by  the  Government.  I  do  not 
think  that,  because  Government  make  these  appointments,  they  inter¬ 
fere  with:  the  exercise  of  judicial  functions.  So  far  as  the  appointment 
of  magistrates  is  concerned,  one  important  point  has  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.  There  may  be  and  there  is  always  some  difference  bet¬ 
ween  the  temperament  as  regards  judicial  functions  and  other  functions, 
e.  (j.,  magisterial  functions,  because,  in  the  matter  of  the  magisterial  func¬ 
tions,  the  magistrate  has  to  move  with  the  people  to  bo  acquainted  to  some 
extent  with  the  people  of  the  locality  and,  therefore,  as  fav  as  possible, 
Government  would  recruit  magistrates  from  those  persons  who  have  got 
.some  acquaintance  of  the  locality.  At  any  rate,  after  they  are  appointed 
as  magistrates,  they  are  reverted  as  revenue  officers  in  order  that  they 
may  be  able  to  discharge  their  functions  later,  on  in  a  higher,  magisterial 
capacity  to  better  satisfaction,  so  that  a  change  between  the  executive  and , 
the  magistracy  is:  desirable.  .  What  Mr.  G.  Patamesvaran  Pillai  waiits  is 
that  the  innmiffsand  the  .magistrates  sliould  . bo  interchangeable. '  That 
is  why  he  pleaded  for  transferring  the  administrative  control  over-'  the 
magistrates  to1. the  High-  Court.  If  he  places  the  magistrates  under  the 
High  Court,  what  are  they  to  do  for  promotion  ?  Are  we  to  tell  them, 
“  once  a  magistrate  always  a  magistrate .”?  Or  should  they  be  transferred 
to  some  other  line  in  order  that  they ’maybe  .able  to  rise  higher?  Other¬ 
wise,  no  magistrate  would  discharge  his  function  properly.  Therefore  it 
was  Mr,  Paramesvaran  Pillai  suggested, the. interchange  of  the  munsifls 
and.  the  magistrates.  "  The  Question. is;  -about  •  the  dispari  ty  between  the 
pay  of  the  two  sets  of  officers.  The  mnnsiff’s  pay  rises  from  Rs.  200  to 
Rs.  850,  and  if  the  magistrates  are  to  be  interchangeable '  with  munsiffs, 
their  jmy  should  be  raised  accordingly. 

Mil.'-  G1-  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  IMayyaiUrikam)'  What  is 
the minimum  qjay.  Yofa  teraporary  - ,munsiff;  when  he  is  acting  ?  . 
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Mr.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Rs.  150. 
The  moment  he  is  confirmed,  he  will,  however,  get  the  minimum  pay  of 
the  scale. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyi/attmkam) :  Ordi¬ 
narily,  what  period  does  it  take  for  a  munsiff  to  get.  confirmed  ? 

Mb.  V..  SXJBBA  AIYAR  (AdAiUtmal  Bead  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  A  year 
or  two.  I  believe  sometimes  it  takes  even  a  couple  of  years.  But,  all 
the  same,  the  moment  he  is  confirmed — and  I  believe  every  year 
one  or  two  mnnsiffs  are  confirmed— -he  begins  to  rise  automatically 
irrespective  of  there  being  any  vacancy  in  a  particular  grade. 
If  the  magistrates  are  to  be  placed  in  the  grade  of  mnnsiffs,  what 
will  be  the  cost  on  account  of  that  arrangement  is  a  matter  which  has 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  very  seriously  before  the  House  sanctions 
the  proposal.  In  the  second  place,  if  we  say  that  the  High  Court  should 
have  the  power,  I  will  ask  a  question  of  practical  politics.  What  are  we 
to  do  with  men  with  high  educational  qualifications  who  are  entertained 
in  the  Secretariat,  in  the  High  Court  and  in  the  Account  and  other  offices 
as  clerks  ?  Are  they  to  remain  as  clerks  only  ?  It  is  wise  to  give  free 
flow  of  promotions  from  one  department  to  another.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  it  is  most  desirable  that  we  should  have  such  an  interchange  as 
otherwise  it  will  lead  to  complications.  Yery  many  graduates  and 
graduates-in-law  have  been  expecting  promotions  as  magistrates 
and  to  say  that  the  Government  by  so  appointing  them  as  magis¬ 
trates  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  discharge,  of  judicial  func¬ 
tions  •  by  those  persons  would  indeed  be  regrettable.  But  so  long 
as  it  has  not  been, established,  I  beg  to  ask  whether,  in  the  interest  of 
these  young  graduates-in-law  or  graduates 'in  the  service,  it  is  desirable 
to  say.  that,  they  should  be  recommended,  hereafter  only  by  the  High 
Court.  That  is  a  matter,  as  stated  by  me  already-,  which  requires  serious 
consideration.  I  think  it  desirable,  -in  the  interest  of  criminal 
administration,  that  a  person  should  be  at  one  time  or  other  an  executive  . 
officer  so  that  he  may  have  some  idea  about  the  persons  of  the  locality  and 
therefore  be  in  a  .position  to  appreciate  better  the  evidence  in  the  cases 
that  come  before  him,  because  in  criminal  oases, .  as  everybody  knows, 
much  depends  upon  verbal  or  oral  testimony  and  not  upon  documents ; 
so  that  in  the  matter  of  criminal  administration  I  think  the  change 
between  the  executive  and  the  judiciary  will  be  desirable  and  it  is  there¬ 
fore  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Government  should  have  power  of 
appointments  in  these  matters. 

:  I  beg  to  state  that  whatever  is  possible  has  been  done  and  as  to 
what  remains  to  be  done  every  possibility  of  it  is  being  explored  by.  the 
Government.  I  therefore  beg  to  think  that  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 
will.  be  satisfied .  with  what '  has  been  done  by,  the.  Government  and 
.what  may  be  done  by  the  Government  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  T.  K,  YELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum Nedmianqad)-. 

I .  am  in  substantial  agreement  with  the  -  resolution  that  has  been 
moved  so  ably  by  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  It  has.  been 
moved  with  a  wealth  of  reasons  and  principles,  and  the  learned 
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mover  lias  fortified  it  with  the  opinions  of  a  brilliant  galaxy  of 
men,  the  name  fof  any  one  of  whom  should  weigh  with  this  Council, 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  has  in  a  set  of  elaborate  arguments  agreed  in  the 
main  with  the  resolution,  but  would  accept  the  principle  only  with 
certain  modifications  and  a  few  reservations. 

As  he  has  conceded  that  the  separation  of  the  functions  of  a  Tahsil- 
dar  and  a  magistrate  had  been  deliberately  made  in  view  of  the  princi¬ 
ple  now  contended  for  in  this  Resolution,  I  may  urge  upon  the  Council 
the  necessity  of  separating  the  revenue  functions  and  the  magisterial 
functions  in  every  taluk.  The  names  of  five  taluks  had  been  given  in 
which  the  magistrate  is  also  the  Tahsildar. .  If  there  is  any  force  in  the 
argument  that  a  combination  of  functions  in  the  same  officer  may  be 
detrimental  to  public  justice,  it  is  in  these  backward  taluks  that  the 
separation  should  be  at  once  effected, 

PRESIDENT  ;  If  it  were  possible,  the  Government  would  have 
done  that. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumcmgaif :  • 
I  wish  it  would  be  done  at  once,  because  the  question  of  cost  resolves 
itself  into  question  of  nothing.  In.  the  nature  of  the  pay  that  we 
give  to  these  magistrates,  the  cost  would  come  only  to  Rs.  6,000  odd. 

Mr.  V,  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  For 
every  office  the  cost  would  be  Rs.  2,500. 

Mr.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedimiangad)  :  I 
think  it  is  a  question  of  some  more  funds.  I  was  speaking  only  about 
the  pay  of  magistrates,  not  of  the  establishment. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  Neces¬ 
sarily  the  magistrates  want  an  office  staff. 

Mr.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad):  I  was 
going  to  speak  about  that  when  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  interrupted  me.  The 
appointment  of  five  magistrates  would  involve  some  expenditure,  probably 
something  more  than  Rs.  6,000.  But  when  we  realise  that  we  are 
spending  a  good  deal  of  money  on  several  matters,  such  as  the 
Murajapam  and  other  things,  Rs.  6,000  or  Rs.  10,000  that  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  appointment  .of  five  magistrates  would  be  nothing  in  view  of 
the  principle  that  is  now  contended  for. 

My  friend  Mr,  Subba  Aiyar  observed  that,  although  the  First  Class 
Magistrates  are  executive  officers,  the  public  do  not  suffer.  I  can  give 
him  my  own  experience  in  this  matter  because  I  occasionally  go  to  the 
criminal  courts,  while  my  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  does  hot  go  there  aB 
often  as  I  do  ;  and  I  know  that,  when  vakils  of  position  go  there,  theFirst 
Class  Magistrate  may  not  attend  the  court  on  certain  days.  We  find  him 
absent  from  the  court  oftentimes  because  he  has  been  asked  by  the 
District  Magistrates  to  go  and  inspect  atreasury,  That  is  not  an  only 
example-  There  is  an  atmosphere  of  indifference  in  their  discharge  of 
judicial  duty  when  that  is  combined  with  revenue  duty.  I  have 
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observed  it  and  my  friends  on  this  side— those  who  have  gone  - to  the 
magistrate’s  courts— will  be  able  to  testify  to  the  fact. that  the  amount  of 
te'ntion  which  may  be  devoted  by  the  officer  to  the  magisterial  function 
sometimes  resolves  itself  into  slender  limits.  They  are  looked  up  to  and 
regard  themselves  primarily  as  revenue  officers.  When  the  Jamahandi 
was  introduced  by  Government,  the  First  Class  Magistrate  had  to  go  to 
a  distant  place  and  the  vakilhad  to  engage  a  car  to  go  to  the  place  and  the 
poor  client  had  to  pay  not  only  the  vakil’s  fee  but  also  the  motor  car. 
charges,  which  are  very  high,  and  was  thus  put  to  great  difficulty.  But 
the  Government  wisely  put  a  stop  to  that  arrangement  and  now  there,  is 
nothing  to  complain.  Iam  referring  to  that  only  to  show  that  the 
combination  of  these  functions'is  very  troublesome.  As  observed  by  me  on 
a  previous  occasion  when  the  budget  was  being  discussed,  I  have  always 
felt  that  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner  in  spite  of  his  judicial  tempera¬ 
ment  is  in  a  difficult  situation  because  he  is  invested'  with  quasi- 
judicial  functions  along  with  revenue  duties.  I  shall  therefore  be 
glad  if  Government  would  see  their  way  to  effect  a  complete  separation. 
The  High  Court,  as  has  been  observed  by  Mr.  Subba  A'iyar,  have  got 
appellate  and  revisional  authorities,. and  if  a  magistrate  goes  wrong,  no 
doubt  the  High  Court  can  use  their  power  and  correct  the  mistake. 

Mr.  G-  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ncyijatiinhar,')  :  Cau  they 
do  it  in  every  case  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  .PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nednmangiut) :  I 
never  said  that. : .  Sometimes  the  mistakes  may  be  corrected.  The 
difficulty  is  that  our  law  is  so  framed  that  the  High  Cour  in  cases 
of  revision  refuse  to  go  into  the  evidence  in  the  case.  .  If  one  is  charged 
with  a  heinous  crime,  he  is  committed  to  the -Sessions  Court  and  con¬ 
victed  by  the  Sessions  Judge,  and  there  is  an  appeal  to  the  High.  Court 
from  the  decision  of  the  Sessions  Court;  but  if  the  eonviotioii- 
is  entered  against  an  unfortunate  man  by  a  Second  Class  Magistrate, 
one  who  has  been  a  Second  Class  Magistrate  till  the  previous  month  will 
be  sitting  to  hear  the  appeal  and  one  who  is  temporarily  put  in  charge  of 
the  court  as  a  First  Class  Magistrate  and  who'  has  not  got  a  good  knowl¬ 
edge  of  law  will  take  his  stand  on  the  finding  recorded  by  the  Second 
Class  Magistrate. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Si rim  Vakil)  :  May 
I  ask  whether  the  same  is  not  the  case  in  the  case  of  a  munsiff  who  is 
just  promoted  as  a  Second  Judge. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trioundrmn  cum  Neduiwngud) .1 
was  just  going  to  say  that.  .The  difficulty  is  that  the.  First  Class  Magis¬ 
trate  who  is  not  well  posted  inlaw  and  whose  judicial  temperament 
has  not  been  sufficiently  cultivated  is  often  disposed  to  dismiss,  the 
appeals,  because.it  is  always  easier  to  write  a  confirming, judgment  than 
a  reversing  judgment.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  put  a  question  whether  the 
munsiffs  who  are  elevated,  as  District  Judges  are  .  not  in  the  same 
position  as  First  Class  Magistrates.  There  is  this,  distinction,  that,  the 
munsiff  from  the  time  he  enters  the  Judicial  Department  looks  up  to  the  . 
‘seat  of  tiie  District  Judge  and  tries  to  qualify  himself  for  that  post  and 
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learns  all  the  law  that  he  could  get  mid  perseveres  himself  to  become  an 
officer  of  greater  experience  as  District  and  Sessions  Judge.  The 
magistrate  thinks  that  he  will  become  the  District  Magistrate  if  he  gives 
satisfaction  to  his  immediate  superior  in  the  Revenue  Department. 
That  is  the  difference.  But  the  question  of  selection  sometimes  be¬ 
comes  very  interesting.  I  know  of  a  magistrate  who  indulges  in 
quoting  Shakespeare  in  judgment  after  judgment.  But  that  does  not 
mean  that  the  magistrates  alone  are  under  this  predicament.  I 
know  of  a  munsiff  who  is  high  up  in  the  cadre  of  munsiffs  having- 
taken  a  journey  to  Mmuamriti  iu  order  to  decide  a  case  among  Syrian 
Christians.  I  am  prepared  to  give  the  name  privately  iu  the  latter  case. 
I  myself  appeared  in  the  High  Court  in  appeal  and  so  I  can  talk  with 
some  authority. 

Mw.  A.  HOOGE  WERF  ( Nominated ) :  What  harm  is  there  in 
introducing  a  little  poetry  in  judgments  ?  • 

Mb.  T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Ncduina/uja.i) : 
Sir,  I  am  a  lover  of  poetry  -and  I  am  not  prepared  in  the 
matter  ol'  love,  of  poetry  to  yield  to  anybody ;  and  if  the  officer’s  poetry 
was  consistent  with  law,  I  would  not  object.  The  difficulty  arises 
only  when  the  munsiff'  or  the  magistrate,  in  moments  of  aberration, 
travels  into  the  fields  of  poetry  in  defiance  of  the  principles  of  law.  It 
is  because  of  that  that  I  took  objection  to  quoting  Shakespeare  in  the 
judgments. 

I  shall  refer  to  nomination.  Now,  one  question  is  whether  wo 
could  get  good  men.  It  does  not  matter  whether  the  High  Court  or  the 
Government .  nominate.  On  this  question  of  nomination,  I  have 
considerable  difference  of  opinion  with  the  learned  mover.  Because  the 
Government  will  be  .able  to  get  reports  from  the  various  heads  of 
departments,  from  the  representatives  of  the  people  and  from 
the  members  of  this  Council  itself  in  the  course  of  discussions, 
they  will  be  able  to  pick  out  the  very  best  men  for  particular 
places  in  the  magisterial  line.  But  the  High  Court  may  come  across 
certain  clerks  in  the  High  Court  and  a  few  vakils  so  that  their  field  for 
choice  is  greatly  limited.  We  shall  be  doing  a  very  bad  thing  indeed 
if  we  restrict  the  scope  for  selection,  if  we  tell  the  young  men  who 
enter  service  in  the  various  departments  that  they  have  no  chance  of  go¬ 
ing' up  to  the  higher  apprintments.  Sir,  I  have  got  sufficient  respect, 
fof  the  High  Court ;  but  I  must  observe  that, -in  the  matter  of  selection, 
in  the  nature  of  our  country  where  for  all  practical  purposes  I  am 
sure  some  of  my  friends  also  will  agree  with  me— everybody  knows 
who  is  the  “godfather”  of  a  particular  munsiff  or  judge,  when,  long- 
before  the  recommendations  are  made,  people  speak  of  A’s  man  or  B's 
man  or  C’s  man,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  ’High  Court  which  is  invu¬ 
lnerable,  whose  policy  is  not  so  much  criticised  in  this  Council  as 
jhe  policy  of  the  executive,  will  be  able  to  fake  shelter  in  the  fact  that  it 
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is  a  board  composed  of  six  members.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  are  more  alive  to  public  opinion  in  this  .country,  so  that  if  there 
are  difficulties  we  shall  be  justified  in  pointing  out  those  difficulties 
to  the  Government. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( NondmUi ) :  Sir,—-"' 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (T riuamlrmn  cum  Nedanangad) :  .  I 
have  not  finished.  And  the  Government  will  be  able  to  hear  both  sides 
of  the  arguments  and  make  the  nomination. '  I  am,  therefore,  opposed  to 
the  principle  that  the  Government  should  appoint  magistrates  only  from 
among  persons  who  have  been  nominated  by  the  High  Court ;  and  my 
friend  the  mover  of  the  resolution  will  also  see  eye  to  eye  with  me  that 
before  we  give  the  powers  that  are  now  contended  for,  the  High  Court 
must  be  made  sufficiently  independent,  of  the  executive.  No  High 
Court  Judges  should  have  a  hankering  after  a  higher  office.  They’ must 
themselves  not  desire  for  any  executive  preferment.  Now  that  some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  preside  over  the  High  Court  are  prepared 
Jo  wish  for  higher  things,  for  advancement  in  the  executive,  you  cannot 
expect  that  the  High  Court  will  be  able  to  do  complete  justice  in  the 
matter  of  nomination.  So  before  we  consider  that  aspect  of  the  question 
we  have  to  constitute  the  High  Court  into  a  body  -which  is  above  all 
temptation,  and  which  will  find  it  possible  to  Shake  off  the  blandish¬ 
ments  and  the  blandishing  arguments  that  are  advanced.  I  remember 
one  case — 

PRESIDENT  :  It  is  time, 

Mr..  T.  K.  VBEU  PILLAR  (Trivandrum ;  cum  Nedwriangatf) : 

Because  my  other  friends  have  been  putting  questions  to  me  and 
my  time  has  been  taken  up  by  them.  (Laughter.) 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  being  done  in  every  case. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedwvangad)  :  I  do 
not  want  to  argue.  I  shall  not  take  much  time.  ■ 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  May  I  raise 
as  a  general  question  that  allowance  should  be  made  to  the  speakers  on 
account  of  the  time  taken  up  in  answering  questions  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  I  am  sorry  ,  the  rules  do  not  permit  it. 

•  Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhalapuzha) : .  There  is  no 
rule  about  interruptions  either.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  T-  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Neduinangad) :  In  the 
case  I  was  referring  to,  there  was  one  who  knew  his  businessat  the  head 
of  the  administration,  and  felt  that  the  matter  was  one  which  required 
rectification.  The  unfortunate  man  who  only  did  justice— of  course,  I 
never  meant  any  reflection  because  he  is  strong  enough  to  bear  that  and 
even  more— the" integrity  of  the  head  of  the  administration  put  him  back 
in  his  place.-  When  Sir,  the  High  Court  Judges  have  been  showing  such 
■pi  kind  of  temper  in  dismissing  a  judge  for  a  supposed  error  in  his 
judgment,  I  do  not  know—  ' 
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Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Nci/i/attinkara ):  May  ! 
know  from  Mr.  Velu  Pillai,  whether  the  High  Court  Judges  have  got 
the  power  of  dismissing  judges’! 

Me.  T.  K.  VELD  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedtiuiangad):  I 
did  not  say  “  dismissed”. 

PRESIDENT :  You  used  the  word  “dismissing”,  but  you  probably 
meant  only  suspension.  The  High  Court  have  no  such  power, 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trimndrum ■  cum  Nr.dicm.anr/ud) :  I 
am  not  here  for  cross-examination.  If  my  friend'  lias  any  difficulty  to 
i'md  out  a  thing  or  to  get  any  information,  ho  is  at  perfect  liberty  to 
ask  me. 

When  such-  is  the  case,  when  the  judges  wanted  even  that  mail 
should  be  dismissed  because  he  took  a  view  of  law  which  is  erroneous 
according  to  them,  when  the  High  Court  is  presided  over  by  such 
people  and  when  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land  they  are  above  the 
thunders  of  executive  and  beyond  the  reach  of  public  criticism  in  this 
Council,  I  am  not  at  all  for  giving  them  the  power  to  nominate  people 
to  the  magistrate’s  [dace.  But  if  they  are  prepared  to  give  Govern¬ 
ment  the  benefit  of  tlicir  views  regarding  the  inefficiency  or  the 
efficiency  of  particular  magistrates,  they  are  at  full  liberty  and  they 
will  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunity  to  do  so  by  sonding  copies 
of  their  judgments  to  the  Government  so  that  the  Government  may  act 
up  to  their  judgments,  if  found  proper.  With  these  observations,  I 
am  very  liappy  to  appreciate  and  associate  with  the  principle  of  this 
resolution. 

Me.  A.  HOOGE  WERE  (Nominated) :  May  1  know  whether  this 
House  is  not  entitled  to  criticise  the  executive  function  of  the  High 
Court'! 

■  Mb.  T.  E.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trimndrum  cum  Nedicmaiujad) : 
This  House  certainly  has  the  power  ;  but  generally,  in  the  matter  of 
•appointments  by  the  High  Court,  when  it  is  realised  that  six  judges  of 
the  highest  eminence  in  the  land  give  a  decision,  it  will  be  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  prove  that  that  decision  is  wrong.  It  is  easier  in  the  case  of 
heads  of  departments.  ’  ' 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated) ;  I  sec  ho  is  referring  to  one 
judge. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  Sir,  I  rise  to  support 
the  motion  that  was  moved  by  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  I  have 
been  closely  listening  to  the  speech  made  by  my  friend  Mr,  Subba 
Aiyar  opposing  the  motion  and  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  attach  much 
weight  to  ono  of  the  arguments  urged  by  him.  That  relates  to.  the 
appointment  of  magistrates.  I  think  he  was  right  when  he  said  that 
the  power  of  appointing  magistrates  should,  not  be  taken  away  from 
the  executive  and  given  to  the  High  Court.  That  will  create  much 
heartburning  to  the  persons  entertained  in  the  Huzur  Office.  But  on  going 
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through  the  resolution  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the  resolution  which 
says  that  the  appointments  should  be  made  by  the  High  Court.  Let 
the  appointments  as  now  be  made  by  the  executive,  but  as  soon  as  the 
appointments  are  made  there  is  no  harm  in  thgir  being  brought  under  the 
administrative  control  of  the  High  Court.  It  is  to  the  administrative 
control  now  exercised  by  the  executive'  that  I  seriously  object!  Whether 
the  magistrate  is  appointed  by  the  High  Court  or  by  the  executive  is 
not  a  matter  of  very  great  importance,  but  it  is  the  administrative  check 
which  the  executive  or  the  highest  judiciary  in  the  State  will  be  able 
to  exercise  on  these  magistrates  that  is  most  important.  So  giving 
weight  to  that  argument  of  my  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  I  might  concede 
that  the  power  of  appointing  magistrates  may  be  vested  in  the  exe¬ 
cutive  as  it  is  now,  but  as  soon  as  they  are  appointed  they  must  be 
subject  to  the  administrative  control  of  the  highest  judiciary  in  the 
State. 

The  other  points  on  which  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  opposed  the  resolution 
did  not  appeal  to  me.  First  of  all,  he  stated  that  the  revisional  power 
of  the  High  Court  is  enough  to'  set  everything  right.  As  my  friend 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  has  observed,  we  all  know  the  High  Court  exer¬ 
cises  its  revisional  powers  only  when  there  is  a  question  of  law.  In 
cases  when  there  has  been  a  concurrent  finding  on  facts  .by  two 
courts,  my  friend  has  been  saying  that  this  revisional  power  vested 
in  the  High  Court  is  sufficient  to  rectify  any  evil.  I  do  not  think  that 
he  is  right.  .  . 

Then  again  it  was  argued  that,  though  there  is  the  District  Magis¬ 
trate,  generally  it,  is  the  First  Class  Magistrate  who  hears  appeals  from 
the  Second  Class  Magistrate.  In  this  connection  !  would  urge  upon  the 
attention  of  my  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  the  fact  that  appeals  are  filed 
before  the  District  Magistrate  and  it  is  he  who  .  sends  them  on  to  the 
First  Class  Magistrate  for  disposal. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambdlapuzha) :  They  are 
filed  there  and  it  is  he  who  sends  them  over  to  the  First  Class  Magis¬ 
trate  for  disposal. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( ShertalM ):  In  the  exercise  of 
his  power. 

■  MR.  V..  SUBBA'  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) I 
understand  that  First  Class  Magistrates  can  receive  appeals. 

Mr.  P,  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Under  the 
Criminal  Procedure  Code,  every  District  Magistrate  can  entertain 
appeals.  First  Class  Magistrates  are  empowered  to  hear  appeals. . 

PRESIDENT  :  .  Also  to  receive  appeals..  _  ■  .  ..... 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( ShertaUaj ) :  Unless  they  are  em¬ 
powered  by  the  Government,  the  District  Magistrates  cannot  empower 
them.  ■  ’ 

PRESIDENT:  They  can  also  be  empowered  to  receive  appeals, 

I  believe, 
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Ms.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  [Hherialla-i) :  Appeals  are  filed  in 
the  court  of  the  District  Magistrate  and  then  transferred  by  him  to  the 
First  Class  Magistrate  for  hearing'  and  disposal.  If  that  be  the  fact  my 
fear  is  that  cases  in  which  departmental  heads  are  specially  inte¬ 
rested  will  not  be  sent  to  the  First  Class  Magistrate  but  will  be  disposed 
of  by  the  District  Magistrates. 

PRESIDENT :  That  is  a  matter  of  detail  which  can  he  rectified. 

Mu.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( Bherlallai ) :  Of  course,  matters  of 
detail  also  affect  individuals  very  much.  We  are  not  concerned  with 
broad  questions  of  policy  alone.  My  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  tells  ns  that 
till  now  no  allegation  lias  been  made  against  the  propriety  of  having 
judicial  officers  who  are  under  executive  control.  That  was  exactly 
what  my  friends  Mr.  Kunjitonnnan  and  Paramesvaran  Pillai  have  been 
saying,  that  there  is  a  general  apprehension  in  the  country  that  pure 
justice  is  not  administered  on  account  of  judicial  officers  exercising 
magisterial  powers  being  placed  under  the  executive.  That  is  the 
general  cry  all  over  the  country.  On  these  grounds  I  support  the  re¬ 
solution  that  was  so  ably  moved  by  my  friend  Mr,  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( MandiJtara  cum  Karthigapalli):  Sir, 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyav's  arguments  were  delivered  with  so  much  force  and 
skill  of  advocacy  that  many  of  ns  have  been  carried  off  our  feet.  The 
principle  has  been  accepted.  Tire  only  question  for  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  to 
discuss  was  the  evolution  of  a  feasible  scheme.  He  classified  the  magis¬ 
tracy  into  four  divisions — firstly  Stationary  Magistrates,  secondly  the 
taluk  magistrates,  thirdly  the  First  Class  Magistrates  or  Division  Assist¬ 
ants  and  fourthly  the  District  Magistrates,  and  he  went  on  to  consider 
how  far  separation  would  be  necessary  and  how  far  their  present  judicial 
work  was  affected  by  their  being  placed  under  the  executive.  In  respect 
of  the  First  Class  Magistrates  or  the  Division  Assistants,  he  has  been  good 
enough  to  concede  on  behalf  of  the  Government  that  the  Government  are 
considering  the  feasibility  of  divesting  these  officers  of  their  executive 
or  revenue  functions.  That  is  a  very  great  source  of  satisfaction  to  us, 
With  respect  to  taluk  magistrates  too,  it  is  a  very  easy  matter.  There 
are  after  all  only  five  taluk  magistrates.  Arguments  were  put  forward 
by  the  Law  Member  that  these  have  so.  very  little  work  that  more  work 
has  to  be  given  and  therefore  magisterial  work  is  stiil  retained  in  his 
hand.  Now  it  is  very  easy— 

PRESIDENT  :  I  do  hot  think  he  put  it  like  that. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  KartikapaUi ) ;  If 
they  did  only  revenue  work  their  work  would  be  light ;  so  also  their  judi¬ 
cial  work.  It  is  the  combination  that  makes  it  sit  heavy  upon  them. 
Now  supposing  they  are  given:  jurisdiction  over  two  taluks  it  will  be 
sufficient  for  them.  In  the  place  of  the  magisterial  .work  which  they  are 
exercising  it  may  be  delegated  to  another  officer  so  that.separation  may  be 
very  easily  effected.  So,  that  need  not  stand  in  our  way.'  It  was  also  here 
argued  by  Mr.  Subba  Iyer,  that  it  may  involve  an  unduly  additional  cost 
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and  this  House  has  been  on  all  occasions  setting  its  face  against  all  addi¬ 
tional  cost.  Yesterday  we  had  a  lot  of  talk  on  retrenchment,  but  re¬ 
trenchment  on  necessary  lines.  Out  of  the  four  functionaries,  we  have 
been  discussing  the  taluk  magistrate  and  the  First  Class  Magistrate  or 
Division  Assistant:  There  remain  only  the  Stationary  Magistrates 
and  the  District  Magistrates.  As  regards  Stationary  Magistrates 
we  are  prepared  to  concede  that  their  work  is  purely  and  absolutely 
judicial  and  accept  that  they  are  under  the  control  of  the  revenue 
heads  of  the  department.  There  is  not  much  to  say  in  the  matter. 
It  may  be  that  their  appointments  are  recommended  by  the  District 
Magistrates  and  the  powers  of  transfer  also  vest  directly  in  the 
executive  heads  of  the  department.  After  all  what  is  asked  for 
from  this  side  of  the  House  is  only  that  all  these  posts  may  be  brought 
direct  under  the  High  Court,  and  that  the  powers  of  the  transfer  and  the 
recommendation  for  preferments  or  promotions  may  also  vest  with  the 
High  Court.  That  does  not  in  any  way  affect  their  judicial  func¬ 
tions.  One  other  argument  advanced  is  that  there  are  numbers  of 
clerks,  graduates  and  graduates-in-law,  already  in  service,  that  unless 
•  the  executive  retain  in  their  hands  the  right  of  giving  promotions, 
these  graduates  and  graduates-in-law  might  suffer.  I  cannot  regard 
that  as  an  argument  at  all.  {Hear,  hear.)  As  was  observed  on  very 
many  occasions  in  this  hall,  the  pay  and  prospects  of  the  service 
should  not  be  the  predominant  consideration.  The  service  exists  only, 
for  the  State  and  not  the  State  for  the  service.  Therefore  the. pay  or  the 
promotions  of  individual  clerks  should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  princi¬ 
ple.  Lastly  there  is  the  question  of  District  Magistrates.  Here  W'e  are. 
prepared  to  concede  that  so  far  as  preventive  powers  are  concerned  they 
are  not  judicial.  This  side  of  the  House  will  not  have  any.  objection  to 
have  the  District  Magistrate  retaining  such  preventive  powers.  But  there 
are  other  powers.  One  of  them  is  the  power  of  transfer  of  cases  and 
such  power  of  transfer  is  exercised  because  the  District  Magistrate  is 
a sort  of  appellate  authority  though  he  does  not  possess  the  func¬ 
tions  of  ah  appellate  court.  Mr.  Sufcba  Aiyar  here  obseived  that 
applications  for  transfer  are  becoming  rare  and  people  are  resorting  to 
the  High  Court  in  greater  numbers,  that  the  District  Magistrate  has  this 
power  only  nominally  and  that  this  power  is  not  exercised  to  a  very  great 
extent.  If  so,  what  is  the  use  of  retaining  this  nominal  power  in  the 
Muds  of  these  magistrates  ?  It  might  be  best  in  the  interests  of  all  ,con- 
cerned  to  divest  the  District  Magistrate  of  tins  power  entirely.  There, 
are  certain  sections  under  which  appeals  shall  be  heard  only' by  the. 
District  Magistrate,  e.  g.,  appeals  about  timid articles.  This  power, 
being  judicial,  may  be  divested  from  the  District  Magistrate  and  may  be 
given  to  the  First  Class  Magistrate  so  that  the  District  Magistrate  may 
be  left  entirely  and  absolutely  with  the  powers  of  preventive  action  and 
nothing  else.  If  then  these  reforms  are  effected  the  principle ,  that  has. 
been  accepted  by  the  Government  will  be  carried  out  to  .the  greatest  pos¬ 
sible  extent.  So  afteii  all,  the  matter  may  be  easily  solved.  When  the 
District  Magistrate  is  left  with  the  preventive  powers  alone  we  are  con¬ 
tent;'  and  as  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  has  accepted  the'principle  we  have  only  tp 
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see  how  far  practical  effect  may  be  given  to  the  principle.  We  are 
only  here  giving  instances  and  working  out  practically  the  principle 
that  has  been  accepted  by  Government,  and  in  case  some  of  these 
suggestions  are  accepted  by  the  members  on  this  side,  we  may  not 
have  any  objection  even  to  withdraw  the  resolution.  We  do  not  want 
to  push  the  principle  to  its  logical  conclusion.  We  want  to  be  practical 
politicians.  With  these  observations,  I  commend  the  proposition  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  K.  PARA MRS VARAN  PILLAI  (Timvalia) :  Sir,  in 
supporting  the  proposition  that  is  now  before  the  House,  I' wish  to  say  a 
few  words.  As  has  been  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  the  Govern¬ 
ment  have  agreed  to  or  accepted  the  principle  underlying  this  re¬ 
solution.  He  has  also  gone  so  far  as  to  show  that  the  Government 
have  not  only  accepted  the  principle  but  it  was  accepted  long  ago,  and 
effect  has  also  been  given  to  the  principle  to  a  very  large  extent  by 
creating  separate  Stationary  Magistrates,  the  appellate  authority  over 
these  magistrates  being  vested  in  the  Division  Assistants.  So  far  as 
these  Stationary  magistrates  are  concerned  he  says  that  they  are  purely 
judicial  officers  and  they  are  not  specially  under  the  control  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  except  that  the  appeals  against  their  judgments  are  heard  by  the 
Divisional  Assistants  and  that  even  if  they  commit  any  mistake  those 
mistakes  are  subject  to  he  corrected  by  the  High  Court  in  the  exercise 
of  their  revisional  authority.  Now  in  regard  to  the  Stationary  Magis¬ 
trates  the  fact  remains  in  the  first  place  that  they  are  subject  to  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  District  Magistrate  who  is  an  executive  authority  and  who  is 
responsible  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  District.  The 
magistrates  as  a  class  are  subordinate  to  the  District  Magistrate  depart- 
mentally,  though  he  does  not  hear  any  appeals  against  their  decisions. 
His  authority  over  these  magistrates  is  not  only  confined  to  the  transfer¬ 
ring  of  cases  from  one  magistrate  to  another  but  he  is  also  the  executive 
head  of  the  magistracy.  Now  nothing  has  been  said  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar 
as  to  how  the  effect  of  that  control  will  be  minimised.  In  regard  to  the 
revisional  authority  of  the  High  Court,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  ineffec¬ 
tive  in  removing  the  real  grievance  underlying  the  situation,  because  the 
High  Court  can  exercise  its  revisional  authority  only  when  the  magis¬ 
trate  has  committed  any  irregularity  in  procedure  or  in  law.  Gf  course, 
if  the  magistrate  commits  any  mistake  due  to  ignorance  or  inadvertence 
or  other  causes  it  will  be  open  to  the  High  Court  to  correct  that  by  the 
exercise  of  their  revisional  power.  But  what  we  were  complaining  of  is 
not  that.  Our  complaint  is  that  the  magistrate  being  under  the  control 
of  the  executive  is  sometimes  forced,  in  order  to  support  the  authority  of 
the  executive,  to  act  against  his  conviction.  In  such  cases  the  revisional 
authority  of  the  High  Court  is  powerless.  And  therefore,  so  far  as 
this  question  of  separation  of  the  judicial  from  the  executive  is  concerned 
the  revisional  authority  vested  in  the  High  Court  .can  have  no  effect  in 
removing  the  danger  that  exists.  As  regards  the  appellate  authority 
of  the  Divisional  Assistant,  I  may  submit  that  the  Division  Assistant, 
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besides  being  himself  an  executive  officer,  is  also  subordinate  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Magistrate.  Thus  the  magistracy  as  a  whole  subordinate  to  the 
executive  and  the  fact  that  appeals  are  heard  by  the  Division  Assistant 
does  not  remove  the  difficulty  arising  from  the  situation.  So  far  as  the 
District  Magistrates  are  concerned,  of  course,  it  has  been  pointed  out  and 
very  correctly  that  they  are  both  executive  and  judicial  officers,  and  the 
exercise  of  these  two  functions  must  necessarily  conflict. 

The  administration  of  criminal  justice  forming  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  departments  of  the  judicial  service,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should 
be  placed  under  the  direct  control  of  the  highest  judicial  authority,  viz., 
the  High  Court.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that  there  is  a  fundamental 
difference  between  the  criminal  law  and  the  civil  law.  So  far  as 
the  latter  is  concerned,  it  is  a  matter  between  private  parties  and 
nobody  else  is  interested  in  the  decision  of  the  case.  But  it  is  not  so 
in  the  case  of  criminal  law.  It  is  a  matter  between  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  the  subject  and  therefore  we  must  take  it  that  the  Sirkar  has 
got  an  interest  in  it,  especially  as  they  are  directly  responsible  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  peace  of  the  land.  Therefore  the  judiciary--, civil  or  cri¬ 
minal — must  be  under  the  same  authority.  That  is  the  justification  for 
insisting  upon  a  separation  of  the  judiciary  from  the  executive.  Of  course, 
the  only  difficulty  pointed  out  is  perhaps  the  cost.  No  doubt,  it  may  in¬ 
volve  some  little  more  cost  to  the  Government  than  what  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  criminal  justice  at  present  costs.  But  it  appears  to  me  that 
it  may  be  possible  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  the,  separation  which  does 
not  involve  any  additional  expenditure.  I  may  make  a  suggestion, 
viz.,  that  the  revenue  administration  of  the  country  be  placed  under 
the  direct  control  of  the  Revenue  Commissioner.  It  appears  to  me 
that,  after  the  creation  of  the  Revenue  Commissioner-ship,  there  is 
absolutely  no  need  for  the  preservation  of  the  highly-paid  Peishkarship. 
The  Division  Assistants  may  be  divested  of  their  magisterial  functions 
and  made  purely  revenue  officers  as  Assistant  Commissioners  of  Re¬ 
venue.  The  Peishkars  may  be  relieved  of  their  revenue  work  and  made 
purely  judicial  officers  with  power  to  try  first  class  cases  and  to  hear 
appeals  from  subordinate  magistrates,  These  District  Magistrates  and 
the  subordinate  magistrates  must  be  placed  directly  under  the  control 
and  supervision  of  the  High  Court. 

.  Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nechmangad) :  May 
I  know  whether  he  could  tell  the  House  if  in  any  country  magistrates 
are  appointed  by  the  highest  judicial  officers  of  that  country '? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tintvalla ) :  I  have  no  in¬ 
formation  with  respect  to  that;  I  must  confess. 

Of  course,  we  must  decide  these  matters  by  the  circumstances  and 
ponditions  existing  in  each  country  ;  and  so  far  as  I  know,  in  Travancore 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  placing  the  subordinate  magistracy  and  the  first  , 
class  magistrates  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  High  Court  and  even 
vesting  in  the  High  Court  the  power  of  recommending  the  appointment 
of  these  magistrates  to  the  Government  as  they  do  in  the  case  of  munsiffs 
and  subordinate  judges.  Mr.  SuM3'"1  Aivar  pointed  out  one  difficulty  about 


296  TRAVA.NC.OUIi  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.  [2ND  NOVEMBER  1923. 

[Mr.  P.  K.  Narayani  Pillai.] 

the  promotion  of  these  magistrates.  He  asks  whether  when  once  a  man 
is  appointed  as  a  magistrate  he  is  to  have  no  chances  of  promotion. 
But  that  can  be  easily  solved  by  not  having  two  different  grades  as  magi¬ 
strates  and  munsiffs  and  by  providing  for  an  interchange.  Mr.  Snbba 
Aiyar  says  it  would  involve  increase  of  salary.  I  do  not  know  why.  If 
there  is  a  proper  grading,  a  magistrate  may  be  sent  out  as  a  munsiff,  and 
onci?  a  mnnsiff  he  will  get  liis  usual  promotion.  He  must  start  as 
a  magistrate.  The  District  Magistrate  may  very  well  be  appointed 
as  Sessions  Judge  or  additional  Sessions  Judge  and-  therefore  liis 
career  in  the  judicial  service  will  not  bo  blocked  either.  Such  a 
change  need  not  involve  any  additional  expenditure  of  money  or  any 
injury  to  the  o Ulcers  concerned  by  blocking  their  chances  of  promotion. 
It  appears  to  mo  therefore  that  it  is  not  impossible  if  proper  attention 
is  paid  to  the  matter  to  evolve  a  scheme  which  would  effect  a  proper 
separation  between  the  judicial  and  the  executive  without  involving 
additional  cost  or  any  serious  injury  to  the  prospects  of  officers.  « 

Mr.  T.  Iv.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) :  I 
wish  to  ask  whether,  when  High  Court  Judges  might  themselves  under 
the  present  circumstances  aspire  to  become  the  Plead  of  the  Administra¬ 
tion,  the  House  would  leave  the  power  of  appointing  the  magistrates  to 
the  Pligh  Court, 

Mr.  K.  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirumllu)  :  It  appears  to 
me  that  there  is  not  a  system  which  is  perfect  in  any  country  and  the 
.  imperfections  are  such  as  we  must  put  up  with.  Nevertheless,  it  appears 
to  me,  even  taking  into  consideration  that  imperfection,  that  it  will  be  a 
very  groat  advantage  to  place  the  whole  system  under  the  High  Court. 

PRESIDENT  :  We  will  now  rise  and  meet  again  at  3-15. 


The  Council  adjourned  for  lunch  at  2-30  p.  m.  and  re-assembed 
at  3-22  p.  M. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI (Ambala/puzha) :  I  also  rise 
to  support  the  resolution  before  the  House.  With  respect  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  underlying  the  resolution  it  was  quite  gratifying  to  see  my  learned 
friend  Mr.  Siibba  Aiyar  agreeing.  He  raised  only,  certain  difficulties  by 
way  of  giving  practical  effect  to  the  whole  resolution ;  in  other  words, 
though  he  concedes  the  principle,  he  is  not  prepared  to  agree  whole¬ 
heartedly  with  the  resolution.  The  practical  difficulties  suggested,  I 
would  examine  first. 

The  first  of  the  practical  difficulties  had  relation  to  financial  con¬ 
siderations.  I  was  surprised, do  hear  the  member  in  charge  of  the  reso¬ 
lution  for  the  Government  raising  that  objection.  For,  yesterday  till 
about  6  o’clock  in  this  House  the  non-offjcial  side  was  pressing  for  a  whole 
examination  of  the  finances  of  the  State  and  they  pressed  further  that 
there  were' courses  open  along  which  retrenchment  might  be  suggested. 
When  the  Government  side  is  not  prepared  to  allow  an  examination  of 
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the  finances  or  to  listen  to  possible  suggestions  as  to  how  the  finances  may 
be  utilised,  I  always  thought  that  the  Government  were  practically  es¬ 
topped  from  bringing  forward  a  difficulty  on  grounds  of  financial  position. 
But  Mr.  Sulpha  Aiyar  is  not  to  be  bound  by  the  utterances  of  yesterday, 
and  he  has  rubbed  in  the  question  of  finance  to  thwart  the  resolution 
now  before  the  House.  That  I  think  he  is  not’  entitled  to  urge  so  long 
as  the  Government  for  whom  he  now  advocates  that  particular  position  is 
not  prepared  to  allow  an  examination  of  the  finances  of  the  State. 

Another  objection  raised  bv  Snbba  Aiyar  is  quite  pithily  expressed 
by  him  in  querying  whether  once  a  magistrate  is  appointed  he  should  be 
always  a  magistrate,  with  the  extended  corollary  whether  once  a  clerk  is 
appointed  he  is  always  to  be  a  clerk.  This  statement  of  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar 
is  an  analogue  of  another  doctrine  that  we  lawyers  generally 
come  .across  to  the  effect :  “once  a  mortgage  always  a  mortgage”.  With 
respect  to  the  doctrine,  it  was  observed  lately  by  one  of  the  English 
Judges  that  the  doctrine  of  the  clog  of  the  equity  of  redemption  is  some¬ 
thing  like  an  unruly  dog  which,  if  it  is  not  chained  to  the  kennel,  is 
likely  to  wander  into  places  where  it  is  least  required.  Now  I  would 
submit  on  the  analogy  of  the  observation  of”the  learned  Judge  that 
these  doctrines  advanced  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  are  always  dangerous 
unless  modified  by  the  circumstances  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  also  wanted  to  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  this 
House  when  he  referred  to  the  position  and  the  drooping-out  look  of  the 
various  clerks  employed  under  the  Government  in  the  different  depart¬ 
ments,  He  said,  therefore,  that  in  the  matter  of  appointments  the 
Government  having  a  wide  field  for  the  appointments  and  promotion  of 
all  these  clerks,  it  is  better  that  the  patronage  question  is  reserved  in 
the  hands,  of  the  Government  so  that  the  magistrates’  posts,  etc.,  may  be 
filled  up  by  thegradual  promotion  of  these  clerks.  Now,  this  question  of 
patronage  is  one  of  those  questions  which,  I  always  thought,  was  the 
subject  which  vexed  various  communities  in  the  land.  I  thought  the 
Government  w'ere  above  such  consideration.  But  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  now 
tells  us  that  the  Government  are  equally  anxious  about  the  question  of 
patronage  in  the  matter  of  their  owm  clerks.  -Now,  that  ought  not  to  be 
.tflUtjlook  in  the  matter  of  the  appointment  of  magistrates,  implying 
as  it  does  the  avowed  object  of  giving  promotions  to  clerks  as  ma¬ 
gistrates.  If  Government  think — 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAK  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  never 
said  that  clerks  are  promoted  as  magistrates. 

Me.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILiLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Not 
directly,  probably ;  but  by  a  system  of  gradual  promotion,  so  that  a  clerk 
may  go  iijto  the  position  of  a  magistrate.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  thinks  that 
Government  should  retain  this,  particular  power  of  patronage  with 
them.  I  have  always  thought,  Sir,' that,  so  far  as  the  appointment  of  a 
magistrate  is  concerned,  it  is  the  fitness  of  the  person  to  be  appointed 
more  than  any  other  consideration  that,  should  weigh  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  But  another  principle  unfortunately  seems  to  run  subterra- 
neously  to  the  avowed  object  of  Government  in  this  matter. 
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As  to  the  question  raised  as  to  which  is  the  proper  body  to 
exercise  this  patronage  some  friends  take  the  view  that  it  ought  to 
be  the  Government  and  others  that  it  ought  to  be  the  High 
Court.  When  it  comes  to  the  question  of  patronage,  I  fear,  there 
may  not  be  very  much  to  choose  between  the  High  Court  and  the 
Government.  Therefore  I  am  not  very  particular  on  that  ground  at  all. 

What- 1  am  concerned  with  is  not  the  influence  at  the  point  of  the  ap¬ 
pointment,  but  the  influence  which  will  be  exercised  upon  the  ma¬ 
gistracy  subsequent  to  the  appointment.  It  is  the  wholesome  fear  of 
meeting  with  due  punishments  if  misconduct  is  indulged  in,  that  would 
keep  the  magistracy  in  tlm  propel.’  line.  Now,  in  that  respect,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  expect  the  Government  to  bo  always  supervising  the  judicial 
work  of  the.  magistracy.  The  body  that  is  directly  concerned  with 
that  work  ultimately  is  the  High  Court.  So,  what  I  am  pressing  upon 
the  attention  of  the  House  in  that  respect  is  that,  with  respect  to  the 
punishments  to  he  meted  out  to  magistrates  in  the  matter  of  their 
judicial  work,  invariably  the  punishments  ought  to  proceed  from  the 
High  Court,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  appointment  may  rest  with 
the  Government  in  the  magisterial  line.  It  is  that  which  should  act  as  a 
secure  check  upon  the  proceedings  of  magistrates  with  respect  to  their 
judicial  functions. 

Before  the  separation,  and  after  the  separation,  to  the  extent 
to  which  it  has  been  effected  in  the  State  now,  there  seems  to  be  a 
considerable  change  in  the  method  of  work  before  the  magistarates. 
Before  the  separation  to  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  effected 
now,  I  have  appeared  before  magistrates,  and  also  subsequent  to 
that.  I  declare  that,  before  the  separation  had  been  effected,  I  had 
to  wait  before  magistrates  till  half  past  five,  before  a  case  could 
be  called.  One  magistrate  did  not  make  any  secret  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  in  that  respect.  He  distinctly  told  me  that  he  would  first  of  all 
attend  to  communications  from  the  Palace  and  then  to  those  from  the 
Huzur  Office.  Then  he  had  got  the  bugbear  of  the  Account  Officer  always 
watching  him.  After  these  things,  after  lunch,  he  would  at  about  five 
o’clock  call  the  parties  in  the  criminal  case,  and  being  somewhat  diligent, 
he  used  to  sit  up  till  ten  o’clock  at  least,  (daughter.)  That  was  the 
sort  of  attention  paid  by  the  magistrates  before  the  separation.  The 
other  day,  I  appeared  also  after  the  separation  before  another 
magistrate,  when  I  found  to  my  gratification  that  there  was  a  consider¬ 
able  change  in  the  tone  of  the  magistrate’s  proceedings.  First  of  all 
I  observed  that  the  magistrate,  a  young  man  who  was  presiding,  was 
quite  ready  to  meet  the  arguments  brought  up  round  the  points  of  law. 
The  man  was  quite  ujf  to  the  mark  and,  I  was  glad  that  there  was  a 
change  in  the  tone  of  the  work.  To  that  extent,  therefore,  we  are  cer¬ 
tainly  thankful  to  the  Government  that  they  have  done  so  much.  But 
what  remains  to  be  done  is  that  which  had  been  represented  by 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  as  only  a  very  small  residue  confined  to  six  or  seven  first 
class  magistrates,  and  three  or  four  District  Magistrates,  (that  is  the  small 
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residue  according  to  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar);  but  the  pernicious  influence  of 
the  small  residue  is  likely  to  permeate  the  whole  system,  with  the  re¬ 
curring  cries  of  the  people  for  a  separation—  an  entire  separation  of  the 
judicial  from  the  executive.  The  reaction  of  the  power  of  the 
executive  on  the  judicial  functions  is  marked  hot  so  much  directly 
as  indirectly.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  just  like  the  lawyer,  referred  to 
the  evidence  upon  the  matter  to  satisfy  the  House.  “Is  there  not 
ultimately  the  revisional  power  in  the  High  Court?  Is  there  not 
the'  power  for  you  to  move  the  High  Court  and  put  up  a  petition? 
Where  is  your  hardship  ?”  That,  of  course,  is  a  very  correct  argument 
so  far  as  it  goes.  But  it  ignores  the  underground  sort  of  work  that  we 
are  so  much  afraid  of.  The  District  Magistrate  is  the  party  that  controls 
the  magistracy  within  his  jurisdiction,,  and  occasionally,  the.  Gov¬ 
ernment  also  may  be  seen,  even  against  the  avowed  policy  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  to  come  in  to  criticise  the  magistrates.  .  ; 

For  example,  with  respect  to  the  question  that  the  magistrates  make 
frequent  references  to  the  police  for  enquiry,  in  one  Administration  Re¬ 
port  the  Government  found  that  the  magistrate  was  not  right  in  doing 
that.  For  the  purposes  of  enquiry  and  report  the  magistrate  has 
judicial  authority.  Since  the  magistrates  happen  to  be  so  much  Under  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  they  ultimately  ignore  the  fact  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  are  not  their  superiors  under  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code,  and 
that  this  sort  of  interference  is  objectionable.  With  respect  to  the  District 
Magistrates  also,  the  suspicion  is  entertained  that  they  somehow  or  other 
share  the  policy  of  magisterial  subservience  to  a  considerable  extent.  It 
is  not  visible ;  hence  the  trouble.  So  much  so,  to  give  the  final  quietus 
to  complaints  on  this  head,  Government  will  do  well  to  have  absolutely 
nothing  in  the  way  of  combining  judicial  and  executive  powers.  That 
is  the  point  I  wish  to  empahsise  in  this  connection. 

Then  it  was, remarked  that  only  four  or  five  Tahsildar-Magistrates 
have  been  left  here  and  there  and  that  is  nothing  serious.  My  friend 
referred  to  Mihachil  by  way  of  illustration.  '  Evidently  he  does  not  un- 
..  derstand  the  position  there.  We  who  hail  from  Kottayam  are  in  a 
better  position  to  speak,  with  respect  to  that,  as  we  have  been  able 
to  judge  from  the  reverberations  in  the  Kottayam .  Sessions  Court 
as  to  the  volume  of  criminal  activity  in  the  Minachil  taluk.  So 
that  is  not  a  very  correct  statement..  The  ground  upon  which 
Mr  "Subba  Aiyar  seeks  to  oppose  the  proposition  is  the  financial  con¬ 
sideration,  and  once  a  magistrate,  not  always  a  magistrate ;  once  a 
clerk,  not  always  a  clerk.  .  The  so-called  practical  difficulties  and  the 
nebulous  suggestion  of  other  difficulties  will  not  stand  the  test  of 
scrutiny  before  the  House,  and  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  resolution  for  the  acceptance  of  this  House.  .  .. 

Mr.  T.  .KUMARA  PILLAI  (Ermiel  cum  Vilavmiod)  .v. 
rf^Jlajo,  s^cujloajjoloQjo  eojArinlmicesisroaaon&gg.  «i.  ajipsac/O-J  ■ 

-  ©c<i>aj|gg.eQ)ffls  (syeaarfflflHin  sraioot  snaejapar)  mrocro^eulessono. 
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§D<n  (Q-jsaoaroYmlpjaa  rai  to jb-)«s«5i  e|nuuoorf>  oryagjcg|(i)  fSTOoo^ejl^  oj 
osnsKOftnloi  sKJiocti)  cmeoTOOosidlcfia'Tro.  fflSBraaoo  oao6Yormg)a*oar»§?o©o 
®ro>l®)Oc9som  agj.  o®^«aji|lQ4o)  ^fuSla^joltqjo  gcufb^roWsrofflzcm 
Q->OOQ)(TT)fTOlaD  (g|,Q-l(0lo-jlxql5SS  <TO0®)  (8TOatTU(Sc9.^16Bl3aa  (syC^SStmlcQJOCOi 
cio\c9ffll  fflc9jO§a(c«5)%ls56  ao©.;ii2i  (ji_)e®)og3oo*ffi0o®)l  rof|(a3te>QQi8g, , 

asjle^goaoaro  aol®)al<fl9om  <grt)o51ce>o®o  coai<i>en?>6>0aiKS\<8ejo 
aaao®-i!ff'OS(TO]d)lffie'o  o®ail6>s®J06rou  cruD)(tr>laiue§i6n§aTOorTo§a  siusr 

0oa»  QJ0(3'^y(C)l:>J0Qo  ooscmlralcOQcnB  §d<d  (nroaSlc&oroo  <si®©!©6  cniiSl 
(rolaxu^cmrojl j.aoij  ooloQjo  ('imeseooti)®  (BroacnJn£](SM6n^  ®i®ojtjgji? 
ffl6m®cno  sTOoonoomigj.  rsraa.id)<3  ^flalaomi)  <8cft>p^)c&>&l«55  c9>affl3®Qfll(m2o 
qo)  ro|a®'o  cu>ls6Coa  ))cno  ao@  g.(Q4@c^Q_i(^<flaioojlJSQffllc0>aocs) 

a.xio,gjcfisio«Bas  masi®®)  q_i§jo«  o®jld3somro>o®>o«j& assle^ioaoraas 
col  c  0cooaS]c05Offlo  uzos&sr&s)  'jabol  (a6  crackftaaj^omraf  a  oilrtnaoodM 
taacmiTO06m°.  ao§|<i>  rm^oiflrruloA  colcnoo  o(g:j^lc^§lajl(SP  coao) 
d3^§loj|®6colrrrao  fgcuSlnaojeJlgrceso,  (arogge  .■>  joropj  roll®!®®)  aoS|fflke) 
c9So  oolocu0lc063C(r>  ollao  00000)1*210  dil^cmrooosno0.  §o65B  iocto  airagcnjoOo 
orudjooo  e®ocg|02oa®  (sroronrtg  aicagjcfc&lg  v:d3a  (TOlaasroraSroro)  aoW 
elc9«ioai>  n®oaSlcMcmro)06mJ.  oq^I^IIqjo,  ^ajulaayoloQjo  gcuiroTlffl) 
.aj*lspcmro)00Q>  p)g)i  ei'v®b&s>(Oo  cnlasno)!  ajaroas)®  ^o~vf!®-ea-joOo 
KooiS5i3Oot0fia«nio®)l|gg.  otsoo-ion  ojo  mjsoroyooaaojo  as'r®o*®2^®aijo 
«Bomroll@&  oQ)crSlces  najocrocaio  gfroocnocmlgj.  agslg^gciaocraas  g&oa! 
moosojcruoaocaiaB  (groaSlca>o©o  sxsnoecaao  stroke  s  a%aJio3roll®)lro6fficuo\ 
tsacmroioaojorat  sscmsOacaa  04^0^0®  ©dM3*]=s>arrno6rou  ®o>aj(?>  aStaoJ 
onSLcy  ?a_)0K8cmro-)° .  a-noon®  oou «  Oo,  oQ):-6>c^n“ec:  gy*Oo  «>■ 

agjococmocEiotaaas  sx-irolejgg.  a^aCio,'  ggcu  afflli^g 

aaoroaffls  6>©*coil<t5&  tOilgoro^colosafimaacro  secoffiisoctsa  ^yengjcOjo  ro>a@&ft-J 
.  oiaas  row  sfi  *osrocms.  oTl  fOOaadlajo  affigJOOTaruccteosaas  caJtolajgg; 
©a*(^ge51g*g^*Oo  ass  ^§020  b  (OiiylcQjo  eaicoioroHoi  ©axjoasaorryac&o 
gl<o6  cfljizffiloci  ©.aj^cm.TOlao'  cS)tftfial*Oo  (8is(a?&dlc9a«So  (34 oro>jQl<te0S?y ' 
a®.i<^aj®3Cinr)  oilaifflo  ag)ci6l*>“  arsoloojoQjomrooosm".  crol<a»ooi51cfl)a®®TO> 
aa**o2jo  anoweCodte0  farC'55iSama'®3' 

«a> s?ffls'«3j90fflo  sTOocmitSaocA  o.:osi^oOTmro>06ra°. 
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go<2(TO  (TUoC/Trtntaoa.'a.jool  cQ  oj-otEsjOTtb  ^If^rro  ($ysona,'i§®j1(o6 
t&.rrrugraiooog  a0osnj(?>  0lmjoooci>  oil  . tngjci).  ecoo  idoaia-ilgg}  ggesBaao 

ftJO5t0Yd)l(Dl(S99af1B  : _ 

‘‘Thu  subordinate  magistrates  showed  special  favour  towards  the  prosecution 
side  in  departmental  oases,  i-  Forosl,  Police  and  Excise.  Adjournments  were 
frequently  made  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  prosecuting  officers  mid  parties  and  witness¬ 
es  suffered  in  conseipicuaiv”  • 

<srafi£k&ie0Q.alaJoab^l  <8roai<&cffOo  q-iostokb  gas  04ojs1  giesB 
oKDQAOfflTO0  :  __ 

“You  then  refer  to  the  special  favour  shewn  by  magistrates  to  (ho  prosecutions  in 
departmental  cases.  Yuu  have  not  quoted  any  specific  instances  and  linn  afraid  that 
the  oliargo  is  unfounded,  i  have  nut  come  across  any  instance  in  which  the  head  of  a 
department  has  reported  against  a  magistrate  or  blamed  him  for  deciding  cases  in  a 
particular  way." 

coai&srt&aacrbolfl^o  go®  aiOiOScfcOo  KaoffiBCocoa  aiej  oiocc!  (ru 
socoooosxonm  mictsaDdhosno0.  a@)mDo@6  cSiylsdmsia'Oortf  §g®  at&Dsn&arul 
ej1<o6  ‘’Prohibition  of  the -manufacture  and  importation  of  liquor"  ogjcno 
gg,  (tyeacnjffliuiiag-jool  aiosijyrtsila'oso  rosasem  t&OTjgg)  o^s.a^mj’ 
a©ls(cv^§ozo®36)s  eftostmu)  ooleaa3<a>©agj°ol  ag)®5>^ 
oa)uc0j0laafono(fi  §D®i3s>an  cuostwril^asOT© 

.  “I  have  complained  year  after  year  of  the  very  low  punishments  awarded  by 
magistrates  in  abkari  oivses.  Such  punishments,  far  from  being  dotcireut,  have  only  the- 
effect  of  encouraging  the  offender,  to  go  back  and  repeat  his  offence  and  of  rendering  the 
excise. officers’  work  difficult  and  disheartening.” 

.nru<fl®oiii(Sifljave0>©a©pmo,  ®ooe«s«s>s  e&ny&fflgis-orTw  §.§&  oj 
<^5:TL>fflB6>a  asilsicr^icffiod)  cosrotas  osirov  <3rocn<?>  qgjoaro  oos<8ffito>sre<mo 
©arweno  ccQj(i«mf)6)aai)Q  ajlnjo(cl<e®omfmooqio!  au’n_jo|ffl0abo°  (srooSl^rtst 
cffioi  o'®  mjaeocncO'32)l(o5  (gcL^sig-j^omlffl^n-iao  si®  altera,  o0<to 
(TOaofncci^,  cooj&snfioia  itolacio  0^<8{^§raos><o®<3sioi>n3  ^ 

§<D)(o6  <uS\<m  fflcOiO^ojlcBsiomdA'aa  (©^Idssfmmpco)  -(BKBcnl^raoaaoit . ;  aul 
'^6|6)2of)a  <Bce>.^cftal©sj  fgjon  o  ^|crr>ro>l®t  .  o®ffloo 

gjoo  tEyiwlanjcruissBsta  °^)^0csJcB^0  orocro 

0ocoi'e8fflOQjcrnflno6ftj’;-  >xfl®  b>.  e>&  aak(£\paao<&\  aigafa 

o^caml^o  -®^tg.e»'njl^9  ■■(t^(*2oo5lad9ft(5n§,aiosmu.  ortxwlano  at© 
gogiocYornfflcSiOaTii  ®ffiialo£ltaaOo.  ,  <aroc9S)OCY)l'n)l(o6  *>>o  aoruoauoamiosl 
|O§0(06  (SYDg)  c9iSS  QgS)(ronl«90TB.  gg©  OHiOiJQOm’o  ffl .fnc9ffl'<tirrtJ))«8nS)tD)0o  - 
irfjjOlanaa  Qg)®®^oD°&Ga)o</jtfUfiaz)Od3W  ®raaj<®as  <9h/ mj)(0&sriscK»lc9> 
Oocflao  (3roolQ2)0Qifm@(saJ3apj  fgrrojlmsgraa  mmsseCoS&o  (srbotoOQj 
rrrwJKsnem  qjoo  rfbcool  fsrD^aooSl'  o^ceaom  sum  mssoseno?  qj)(3®8 
;  Voi.  iv, -No.  4,  X  . 
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a>u9ggOJ«fci°  (UTO)  CTUO(jyclil;jOO  G^amla.iWKOaO  ©(ffl  isyCDJOOfEOJo 

flsiro(mo6fnu.  aaav&ecrnfflo  §20106  o-jro  ^raok^joc©^!^  ajIcrnW  oro 
c95ionol  o0§cfl3om  o.jo@®W)1(o6  rfbao  eonjoruioag-jo si  §D3*l«aciroo;a6  oil 
aooslojnrufi(OTO)c9au  (sto@  cajggocsSliswSlascfbcsjjo  cojtajocsfl  co>as 6n§0o9ffll 
o0Ct® gg.  o0aa^TL)'ec0>or^  (sroa\s>a6o  <s  >..■  t61  <a6  o^^tflaoqjo  a  a^oojon 
roi06TOu.  a®aa^.ouuai5lg_joia0ai)61ae.i  «eSl«y  oAoiOEaniWootS®  §p<» 
OA<Jlcs£lto6  oruOcyAssi-s  amJ(3ojl<j3s:rn(ijilcYDo  mYDai<Bffio§  ©siiOi^gm)  0106813 
tmrriilaoo  aiaa©  ®cn)nJ<.a>c^flooail  m^o'nlffllAiQono.  gossYmroo  <se8>r^ce>gl  <06 
afflcO)idio).?jl  acO)0§c()aoa6  o  «yil®)|gjotm'w  toj(0fiilca|oa6ma'il(ci  raioaub  <bi® 
«Ai>^laoo  xuosfe»°a.ajo^™  ■  ggsseaoo  -ojostefa-oj^cm  e-«a>ory&a& 
c&cSIco^ocsi!  ooltaswioBnefna^icnoo  <mcub  c/61<9fbl<s<3®2! 
cnoo  Qj(fflom(n>o32!o.o6  s»cyoss0§.©s  ®«aai  a®6BBaco  colajo51iQ6«0aaaoroga.@ 
o-joiseoians  ®YSoJcgjalgjo©oiTf'06mu.  omc&n<fc<8c0>onjA§iO6roffi]ejo  ®ro®U 
fflslejo  a, @51 3  (or^oaora  c^o^o  msG«sTOisn§f3ioaanorr©  eloJOaiHl  <sroai  6*0o 

(EyraocYugcxSVjj&ajxj^  o_]<orr^)0oaa>l  o  iOSYOTslcSlosaQ^o  OYDnYlcooroi  8joo6seOo 
nruaocA)ocr5«©io>oslfflld96)Q?)o  anjo^ecaJODo  o^aaciBmjacEbouifealfijaB 
e&Bilc&aa  a®l(;(cr^§cffioi  oofoioo oo£l  c®l<afflltfiaornlagjcvvj  01006 

0000°  gg<D  acej'aanii  ifWj|<o&  airy  Ojom-oa6njos]^o<s!®><mo6ir»u. 

og)t0juo:mm.)1n“t0ji>llasti6rof!>  q.i©  m,g)o  dlnAOSYuvailsaa  §nnJ  oroilityoaao  cn 
aj(i>5n&a/'.aboiaao  all^ArovmKosxarno.  ajoosssecAa  coojtffn^aaoiiol 
G000S0  a'Sn§ocs51ffll6<flffl5n§  oSlc®  jonixoraflcvo  efeocyareoteacno.  ge6seacio 
aoQ)oR8.'(aEjc^(OYo51  aia  au!gjoA|aaoii)olaaj  ©ix^jaaiat  affilcssiejo  am 
SSM°Gr6  OLjoslgjo«STO)ro>060oJ.  gD6seacio<X8gg.  ojgaj  tft>oroeino68i3<30a40  sen 
sss^as  cgjocffla.cQ)  rocsiuc^  <saisn§l  orj)<8>°orul<f^flajo  gjcuola^jolcqjo 
(Bai(i>m)lfflla6i6noaacoo  rtnannaaioerc)"  o0o61<aa°  ffiYDiil1g_jo  v-1.03gg.an0, 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (N cyyallinkara)  : .  Sir,  I 
am  extremely — 

Mb.  A.  J.  VAN  ROSS  {E*cm  Cbm-nimm-er) :  Sir,  "I  wish  -  to 
■put  a  question  to  Mr.  Bannara  Pillai. 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  -Ktunara  Pillai  has  sat  down.  You  cannot 
ask  him  questions  now. 

Me,  G,  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Nej/yuHinkaru. >:  Sir,  I 
'am  extremely  gratified  to  note  that  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the 
,  House  am  in  substantial  agreement  with  the  resolution  that  has 
been  moved  by  me,  On  the  other  side  it  was  stated  by  Mr,  Subba 
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Aiyar  _  that  Government  accepted  the  principle  contained  in  the 
resolution.  If,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Government  had  accepted  the 
principle  contained  in  the  resolution,  I  should  have  expected  quite  a 
different  .  speech  from  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  in  regard  to  the  most  funda¬ 
mental  points  raised  in  the  resolution.  To  me,  Sir,  no  system  of 
separation  carrbe  conceived  of  where  the  control  over  the  magistracy 
rests,  and  is.  intended  to  rest  in  the  executive  and  .  not  .  in  the  highest 
judiciary.  So,  then,  to  say  that  the  principle  of  separation  has  been 
accepted  is  misleading.  I  would  just  briefly  meet-  some  of  the  material 
arguments  advanced  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar. 

In  regard  to  the  taluk  magistrates  it  has  been  said  that  it  was  only 
a  question.of  finance.  If  they  could  afford  to  do  it.  Government  would  at 
once  separate  the  judicial  functions  from  the  five  taluk  magistrates  who 
are  now  exercising  revenue  functions  also.  .  In  view  of  the  statement  that 
the  revenue  work  of  those  taluk  magistrates  is  not  very  heavy,  it  is  a  matter 
for  consideration  whether  the  Assistant  Tahsildars  in  those  taluks  cannot 
be  dispensed  with  and  the  money  utilised  for  the  purpose  of  separation. 
,-For,  the  Assistant  Tahsildar  will  then  become  no  more  necessary,  as  tlxe 
revenue  work  of  the  Tahsildar  is  not  after  all  very  heavy,  and  so,  that  part 
of  the  scheme  may  at  once  be  given  effect  to.  In  regard  to  the  subordinate 
magistracy,  my  friend  proceeded  as  if  there  had  been  complete  separa¬ 
tion.  I  made  the  point  quite  clear.  You  cannot  think  of  any 
separation  so  long  as  the  executive .  alone  controls  those  magistrates. 
The  control  provided  for  in  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code  by  way  of 
appeal  and  revision  is  not  the  sort  of  control  I  am  thinking  of.  It-  is 
erroneous  to  conceive  that  the  separation  is  complete  even  in  regard  to 
the  subordinate  magistracy. 

Bao  Bahadxjb  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  C Nominated ) 
(Deputy  President)  :  May  I  know  from  Mr.  G.  Paraniesvaran  Pillai, 
if  ifc  is  not  the  powers  of  revision  and  appeal,  what  is  the  .sort -of 
control  that  he  is  thinking  of  ?  y 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (XeyyaMnkara) :  They 
should  exercise  the  same  control  that  the  High  Court  exercises  over  the 
civil  branch  of  the  judiciary.  I  noticed  that  those  friends  on  this  side 
who  supported  referred  to  the  administrative  control  over  the  magistracy.  ' 

■  1  think  that  should  not  rest  with  the  Government.  Among  us  there  was 
only;  a  difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  initial  appointments.  That,  I 
regard,  is  a  minor  point  and  a  matter  of  detail  which  may  well  he  left  out. 
of  consideration  for  the  moment.  My  point  is  that  there  cannot  be  real 
separation  unless  the  .executive  is  divested  of  all  administrative  ’control  ■ 
over  the  magistrates.  . 

PRESIDENT:  -Mi\  Krishna  Aivangar  wants  to  know,  I  think, 
what  that  administrative  control  is.  '■ 

Mr.  G.  P  YEA  ME  S  VAR  AN  PILLAI  (Netjya.ttinkan<) :  By 
administrative  control,  I.  mean  that  the  Government  should  have  power  .■ 
to  transfer,  punish  or  promote  the  magistrates  only  "on  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  made  by  the  highest  judiciary  in  the  land. :  In  other  words,  the  , 
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same  control  that  the  High.  Court  now  exercises  over  the  civil  staff 
under  it  should  extend  over  the  criminal  branch  as  well. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILL  AI  ( Tri  vandrum  cum  Neclumangad ) :  May 
I  ask  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  whether  he  has  come  across  cases  in  which 
.magistrates  have  been  fined  with  reference  to  their  magisterial  duties  ? 

Me.  (1.  PARAMESVATiAN  PILLAI  ( Meyya.lti'nl;arn ) :  By 
whom  ? 

Mlt.  T.  K.  YELIJ  PILLAI  {Trii-anrfnti.i  cum  Nedumangad)  : 

I  will  explain.  Now  the  Government  alone  can  fine ;  I  want  to  know 
if  there  arc  eases  in  which  magistrates  wore  fined  by  any  other  body. 

Mb.  G.  P  A  K  A  M.  E  R  Y  All  AN  PILLAI  (Me  uuntlmi-am) :  I  have 
not  collected  the  figures. 

PET5RIDENT:  Ho  wants  to  know  it  there  is  any  case. 

Mu.  G,  PATLYMESVAUAN  PILLAI  (Nemjaitinhvu)  :  Pam 
not  aware.  * 

My  point  is  that  the  same  control  that  the  High  Court  exercises 
over,  the  civil  branch  of  justice  should  be  extended  in  respect  of  the 
criminal  branch  as  well,  so  that  there  might  he  uniformity  and  also 
purity  of  administration  in  the  entire  judiciary. 

Me.  T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI .  (Trimitdnm  cum  Nedammgad)  :.  I 
wish  to  ask  one  further  question.  What  is  his  view  about  the  appoint¬ 
ment  and  transfer  of  the  clerks  and  menial  servants  of  the  magistrates— 
whether  the  control  over  them  should  be  with  the  Government  or  the 
High  Court  V 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Keiiyuttinkam)  :  I  think 
they  should  have  the  same  power  as  the  High  Court  has  over  the 
District  Courts  in  respect  of  the  civil  line.  These  are  purely  matters 
of  detail  which  may  well  be  settled  hereafter  by  the  Government  in 
consultation  with  tho  non-official  members  or  by  themselves. 

.  In  regard  to  the  District  Magistrates  and  the  Division  Assistants, 
it  was  pointed  out  by  my  friend  that  the  powers  they  now  exercise  under 
chapters  VIII  to  XII  must  be  regarded  as  executive  more  than  judicial.! 
I  beg  to  differ  from  my  friend  in  that  respect,  because  he  might  him¬ 
self  be  aware  of  the  fact  that ,  in  respect  of  the  action  taken  by  the 
District  Magistrate  or  the  Division  Assistant  under  chapters  VIII  and  X 
they  are  treated  as  judicial  acts  and  are  subject  to  the  revisional 
powers  of  the  High  Court.  Merely  because  the  District  Magistrates, 
who  are  also  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  are  em¬ 
powered  to  take’ action  under  the  preventive  sections  of  the  Criminal 
Procedure  Code,  it  should  not  lie  argued  that  their  acts  are  purely  of  an 
•executive  character. 

••BREfJlDENT :f ’-cfe  not  think  that  is  whit  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar 
'suggested.  What  he  told  us.  was  that  they  were  judicial,  functions  that 
ought  to  be  exercised  by  a  magistrate. 
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Mr.  G.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLaI  {NeyyaltMam) :  '"Origi¬ 
nally  what  he  said  was  that  the  orders  issued  under  chapters  YIII  to  XII 
were  more  of  an  executive  character  than  judicial. :  My  -  friend 
Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  suggested  that  there  was  some  difficulty  in  regard 
to  .  the  Sessions  Judges  being  asked  to  hear  appeals  from  the  magistrates. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  that  again  is  a  matter  of  detail  as  to  who  should  be 
empowered  to  hear  tile  appeals.  I  said',  “-a  Sessions Judge  or  a  purely 
judicial  officer  empowered  in  that  behalf.”.  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
assurance'given  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  in  that  respect.  He  said  that 
Government  were  exploring  the  possibility  of  divesting  the  Division 
Assistants  of  the  State  of  their  revenue  and  executive  functions  and 
deputing  them  purely  for  judicial  work.  If  that  be  done,  certainly  that 
objection  would  not  prevail.  So  I  say  that  appeals  should  be  heard  by 
some :  officers  who  will  .  have  nothing  to  do  wjth  the  revenue  or  exe¬ 
cutive  functions.  Neither  the  appellate  nor  the  revisional  powers  nor  the  _ 
administrative  control  should  be  exercised  by  anybody  other  .than  the 
highest  judicial  authority  in  the  land.  That  is  the  pivot  of  my  argu¬ 
ment.  Then,,  my  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  complained  that  I  did  not 
refer  to  any  particular  instances  where  the  District  Magistrates  or  the 
Division  Assistants  were  found  to  have  caused  miscarriage  of  justice.  I  did 
not  refer  to  particular  instances,  deliberately  because  after  all  we  cannot 
place  much  reliance  on  public  impression  only.  I  have  only  to  refer  to 
one  or. two  statements,  made  in  the  Administration  Beports  to  show,  as 
has  been  remarked  by  one  of  the.  speakers,  that  the  magistrates  were  not 
.doing  the  proper  thing  when  they  referred  eases  to  the  police  for  preli¬ 
minary  investigation.  Secondly,  I  have  found  it  stated  ,  in  two  succes¬ 
sive  Administration  Beports  that  the  magistrates  will  do  well  to  remem¬ 
ber  that  they  are  not  properly  discharging  their  duties  in  regard  to  the 
award  of  compensation  in  cases  where  Government  servants  are  ac-  ' 
cused,  They  have  been  repeating  this  in  two  Reports'  that 
magistrates  will  do  well  hereafter  to  take  due  note  of  it.  And 
my  friend  Mr.  Kumara  Pillai  referred  to  the  excise  eases.  .1  might 
also  refer  to  one  or  two  anomalies.  Under  the  Revenue 
Reepvery  Regulation  action  is  being  taken  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Division  Assistants  and  on  the  sanction  of  the;  Dewan  Peishkars 
under  the  sections  of  the  Regulation.  I  am  referring  to  the  cases 
under  section  54  of  the  Regulation  relating  to  distraint  of  movables 
and  attachment  of  immovable  properties..  So,  practically;  he  is  also  a 
j  udge  as,  well  ,  as  a  prosecutor,  because  it  is  tinder  his  order  that  the, action  . 
is  taken  under  the  Bevenue  Beoovery  Kegalatiou  in  which  case  he  is 
both  the  deciding  factor  as  well  as  a  prosecutor. 

PRESIDENT  :  Can  you  mention  that  section  ? 

Mr.  G.  'PAEAMESYABAN  PILDAI  (NeyyaMmlramY:  ~  Under, 
section  54  of  the  Bevenue  Recovery  Regulation,  they  have  got  the 
power  to.  try  and  convict  cases  in  which  Steps  have  been  taken'  in 
pursuance  of  the  sanction  given  by  them- as  Division  Peishkars.  -  ; 

I  submit,  therefore,  when  my  friend  stated  that  he  accepted  the  prin¬ 
ciple,  I  thought  that  the  desirability  of  the_  question  of  separation  was 
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out.  of  the  disputed  field.  But  my  friend,  after  accepting  the  principle, 
has  again  stated  that,  it  was  also  necessary  to  consider  whether  any  such 
separation  would  he  desirable.  No  one  has  made  an  attempt  towards  tire 
working  out  of  a  scheme  in  regard  to  that  matter.  If  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar 
■had  attempted  any  such  scheme  and  had  told  us  that  ,  the  cost  would  be 
prohibitive,  I  could  have  understood  it.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  have 
already  placed  before  the  Council  a  Scheme.  I  do  not  think*  that  it  is 
perfect  and  that  it  is  not  capable  of  modification.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
do  not  deny  that  it  may  require  modification  in  details.  With  the  least 
possible  'additional  cost,  I  should  consider — 

It  ao  Bah  a  mot  K.  A.  KRISHNA  •  AIYANGAR  (Nominated) 
(IJqwty  V>r*itlcirt )  :  I  wish  to  know  whether  it  is  not  necessary  for 
the  House  to  know  the  extra  expenditure  that  will  have  to  be  entailed, 
before  voting  ou  the  motion. 

Mr.  (.1.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara)  :  That  is 
exactly  why  I  said  it  would  not  require  any  additional  cost  whatever. 
If  Government  only  take  care  to  set  free  at  least  half  '  the 
number  of  Division  Assistants1 — certainly  12  are  not  necessary 
•with  their  high  salary  for  the  discharge  of  revenue  functions— 
much  money  could  be  saved.  So  I  depend  upon  the  Government  to  set 
free  those  officers  for  judicial  functions  so  as  not  to  encumber  us  with 
additional  expenditure.  So  far  as  the  sub-magistrates  are  concerned, 
we.  do  not  at  all  incur  any  additional  expenditure.  Already  they  are 
full-time  judicial  officers.  We  have  to  transfer  only  the  control  over  them 
to  the  High  Court  along  with  the  separation.  There  we  cannot  say  that' 
we  are  standing  on  an  entirely  different  footing  from  the.  people,  else¬ 
where.  In  British  India - 

PRESIDENT  :  There  are  very  many  Stationary  Sub-Magistrates 
in  British  India. 

MR.  G.  PARAMERVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara) :  Neverthe¬ 
less,  the  extra  expenditure  entailed  will  not  be  much  larger.  We  do 
not  want  many  more  sub-magistrates  to  exercise  first  class  powers  if  these 
Division  Assistants  are. set  free.  If  the  Deputy  President  wishes  fo  know 
what  the. additional  cost  . would  come  to,  my  answer  is  that  we  do  net 
stand  to  incur  anything,  by  way  of  additional  expenditure.  Some  funds 
may  he  required  for  the  appointment  of  some,  more  copyists  and  olerks. 

My  friend  Mr.:  Subba  Aiyar  has  not  told  us  anything  in 
regard  to  the  ’administrative  control.  I  referred  to  the  Bengal 
Committee’s  Report  which  ..  unanimously  stated  .  that .  the  .  adminis¬ 
trative  control  should.be  transferred  to  the  High  Court  and  I.  refer  to 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  because  he  might  probably  be  in  the  know  of  •  things 
because  lie  said  that  he  had  the  Madras  Committee’s.  Report  which  .is  now 
said  to  be  confidential.  Does  not  the  Madras  Committee  too  recommend 
that  the.  administrative  control  over  the  magistracy,  ,  just  as  in  the  case  of 
the  civil  courts  of  the  Madras  Presidency,  should  vest  in  the  High  Court  ? 
I  suppose  that  persons  whoadvocate  the'separation  of  the  judicial  from  the 


SEPARATION  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  BROlt  THE  JUDICIARY.  307 

executive  functions  cannot  but  advocate  that.-  That  is  the  essence 
of  the  whole  discussion.  So  it  is  not  fair  to  argue  that  the  principle  has 
been  accepted,  though  my  friend  will  not  accept  this  principle  even. 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirhar  Vakil) :  .  Sir,  I 
will  briefly  sum  up  the  points  of  discussion..  From  that  it  will  be  con¬ 
ceived  that  there  is  not  much  difference  between  the  non-official  and  the 
official  sides  and  there  is  not  much  to  be  voted  upon  also. 

In  the  first  place,  coming  to  the  subordinate  magistracy  it  is  now 
conceded  and  certified  to  by  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  himself  that 
the  magistracy  is  very  efficient.  Apart  from  the  question  of  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  control  which  my  friend  referred  to  and  about  which 
Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  wanted  a  little  more  information,  he  said  that  the 
High  Court  should  have  complete  control.  The  point  that  I  wish  to 
emphasise  is  this:  whatever  Mr.  G.  Paramcsvaran  Pillai  would  advocate 
about the  control  of  the  magistracy  by  the  High  Court  does  exist  now 
and  is  being  exercised  now. 

"  Every  Judge  of  the  High  Court  inspects  the  Magistrates’  Courts 
in  spite  of  the  heavy  work  in  the  High  Court.  They  do  .  inspect 
the  magistrates’  courts,  they  control  the  work  of  the  magistrates’ 
courts,  they  review  their  work,  and  whenever  a  magistrate’s  work 
is  not  satisfactory,  they  recommend  to  the  Government  that  he 
ought  to  be  degraded  or  punished,  and  such  recommendations  are  in¬ 
variably  given  effect  to  by  Government.  Ordinarily  the  High  Court 
is  consulted  before  dealing  with  any  magistrate  and  I  do  not  know 
what  further  control  is  necessary. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Nei/tjatimkani ):  I  wish 
to  know  from  the  Law  Member  whether  the  promotion  or  transfer  of 
a  magistrate  is  made  by  Government  in  consultation  with  the  High- 
Court. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  So  far 
as  the  transfer  is  concerned,  it  is  a  matter,  entirely,  as  I  said,  with  Gov¬ 
ernment,  as  in.  the  case  of  all  ordinary  executive  subordinates,  and  there 
is  nothing  serious  with  regard  to  that.  With  reference  to  the  question 
of  promotion,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  goes  according  to  seniority,  unless 
when  an  officer’s  work  is  condemned  by  tlie  High  Court,  in  which,  case 
it  is  taken  note  of  by  the  Government.  I  think  that,  by  itself,  will  show 
that  they  are. under,  the  control  of  the  High  Court. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Nmjijattinkara ):  I  wish 
to  know  what  my  friend’s' reasons  are  for  not  extending  the  same  con¬ 
trol  to  the  High  Court  in  resp'ect  .  of  the  criminal  judiciary  as  in  the 
case  of  the  civil  judiciary. 

.  Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  QlMitional  HeadSirkavYakiT):::.  It-  vm 
pointed  out  that  it  is  a  matter  of  patronage.  It  is  not  so  ;  for  heads  of  ■ 
departments  will  only  be  glad  to  be  out  of  the  worries  thereof.  It  is  not 
that  which, has  to  be  taken  into  consideration,.  .. 
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m  tv.  PARAMKSVA1UN  PILLAI  (Neygaliinkara) :.  May  I 
know  whether  magistrates  are  not  directly  recruited  from  the  Account 
Office  and  the  Secretariat — clerks  having  no  local  knowledge  and 
experience'? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sir1;ar  Vakil) :  As  fai¬ 
ns  possible  it  is  not -done.  If  they  are  sent  out  as  magistrates  they  are 
promoted  as  Talisildars  and  then  promoted  as  superior  magistrates. 
They  thus  have  an  opportunity  to  move  with  the  people,  to  rub  shoulders 
with  thorn  and  thus  know  their  character, 

Mii.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tri  rand-rum  cum  Nedumangad):  I 
beg  to  know  Iran  Mr.  Subba  Aiyur  what  happcnd  to  the  magistrate  or 
magistrates  whose  action  was  condemned  in  tho  High  Court  judgment 
in  the  Ghalai  Riot,  case  ? 

Mn.  V.  SUBBA  A I  YAK  (Additional  Mead  Sirlsar  Vakil) :  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  answer  him  at  present.  First  of  all,  it  is  a  very  old 
case.  I  am  not  in  possession  of  an  answer  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 

Mil.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  A kdimangad) ;  If 
you  remember — 

Mil.  V. SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  S'riar  Vakil) :  I  do  not 
know.  If  it  is  a  recent  thing — 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (AmbaUmah.1) :  One  of  such 
condemned  magistrates  was  made  a  munsiff. 

MB.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  ISirkar  Vakil):  A 
munsiff s  appointment  is  sanctioned  by  the  Government  always 
on  the  recommendation  of  tho  High  Court,  I  suppose.  (Laughter.) 

Therefore,  what  I  say  is  that  when  they  recommended- the  man  in 
question  for  the  munsiffs  place,  they  might  have  reconsidered  tho  ques¬ 
tion  and  found  him  to  be  an  efficient  officer. 

.  I  may  assure  the  House  that  the  question  of  the  appointment  of 
Stationary  Magistrates  in  the  five  taluks  I  referred  to  also  will  be  consi-. 
dered  by  the  Government.  As  for  the  Division  Assistants  also  I  have  said 
that  the  matter  is  being  considered  by  the  Government.  The  only  point 
left  is  whether  the  District  Magistrates  should  be  divested  of  their  powers 
of  transfer.  That  is  a  .very  small  matter.  In  consideration  of  the  fact 
that  very  little  remains  to. be  done,. I  hope  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  will 
consider  it  worth  while  to  withdraw  the  motion  instead  of  pressing  it  to 
a  division.  .  ■ 

The  resolution  iV'as.putto  the  vote  and  lost,  17  voting  /or,,  and  22 
against.  ■  . 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shcrtallai)  ;  I  demand  a  poll, 
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A  poll  was  taken,  and  the  House  divided  as  follows  : — 
AYES— 17. 


1.  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai. 

2.  „  K.  Dominic  Tomman. 

3.  „  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

4.  „  M.  N-  Pillai. 

5.  „  N.  Padmanabha  Pillai. 

6.  „  J  oseph  Panjikaran. 

7.  „  G-.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

8.  .,  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

9.  ,,  N.  RamakrishnaJPillai. 


10.  Mr.  K  C.  Mammen 

Mappillai. 

11.  „  M.  R-  Madhava  Variar. 

12.  „  Tariatu  Kunjitomman. 

13.  „  T.  Kumara  Pillai. 

14.  „  C.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai. 

15.  „  A.  Hoogewerf. 

16.  „  A.  Govinda  Menon. 

17.  „  T.  M.  Cbidambaratanu 
Pillai. 


NOES— 22. 


1.  Mr.  I.  C.  Chacko. 

2.  „  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai. 

3.  „  L.  C.  Hodgson. 

4.  „  R.  Krishna  Pillai. 

4  Dr.  N.  Kunjan  Pillai. 

6.  Dewan  Bahadur  Dr.  P,  N. 
Lakshmanan. 

7.  Mr.  K.  V.  Natesa  Aijar. 

8.  „  R.  Nilakanda  Pillai. 

9-  „  S,  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 

10.  „  W.  H.  Pitt. 

11.  Rao  Bahadur  K.  V.  Ranga- 
swami  Aiyangar. 


12.  Mr.  M.  Raja  Raja  Varma. 

13.  „  S.  C.  H.  Robinson. 

14.  „  V.  Subba  aiyar. 

15.  „  A.  J.  Van  Ross. 

16.  „  P.  Paramesvaran. 

17.  „  T.  Lakshmana  Pillai. 

18.  „  Trivikramar  Yasudevar. 

19.  „  S.  Subrahmanya  Kara- 
yalar, 

20.  „  C.  Ramankunju. 

21.  Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  Krishna 
Aiyangar. 

22.  Mr.  M.  K!  Khadir  Pillai. 


Appointment  of  a  Committee  to  Examine  the  Abkati  Policy  with  Special 
Reference  to  the  Adoption  of  the  Policy  of  Local  Option. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Nej/yattinkara ):  Sir,  I 
beg  to  move  that — 

This  Council-  recommends  to  the  Government  that  a  committee .  be 
appointed  to  examine  the  Abkari  policy  of  the  Government  with  special; 
reference:  to  the  introduction  of  the  principle  of  local  option.  •  . 

Sir,  the  proceedings  of  this  House,  ever  since  the  inauguration  of 
the  Council  Regulation  of  1095,  will  testify  to  the  public  impressiou  that : 
affairs  in  the  Excise  Department  stand  in  need  of  thorough  revision  and 
detailed  examination.  Um  adverse  criticisms  on  the  excise  policy  of 
the  State  ventilated  in  this  House  must  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the 
members  and  I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  by 
covering  the  same  ground  over,  again.  The  need  for  taking  definite  and 
advanced  steps  towards  promoting  the  cause  of  temperance  .has- been 
ably  argued  before  the  House  by  my  friends  Messrs.  Hoogewerf-  and 
Madhava  Variar.  A  resolution .  tabled  on  the  subject  last  year  by 
Mr.Madbava  Variar  was  withdrawn  on  the  assurance  given  by  the  Excise 
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Commissioner,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  resolution  on  behalf  of  the  Gov. 
'eminent,  that  he  would  prepare  a  definite  scheme  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
But  we  are  not  aware  of  the  formulation  of  any  definite  scheme  by  the 
Government  on  the  subject.  Before  the  Government  take  a  final  step  in 
the  matter,  it  is  desirable  that  their  proposals  are  examined  by  a  few  non¬ 
official  representatives  appointed  by  this  House.  The  subject  has  at¬ 
tracted  considerable  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  Governments  and  public 
men  elsewhere  and  there  is  a  large  volume  of  literature  on  the  same. 
It  has  to  be  considered  whether  the  formation  of  Advisory  Committees 
will  be  of  any  avail  or  whether  Licensing  Boards  also  should  be  con¬ 
stituted.  The  constitution  and  powers  of  the  Licensing  Boards  should 
be  carefully  examined,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  similar  bodies 
elsewhere  have  not  been  able  to  wield  any  effective,  control  over  the 
sale  of  liquors.  The  principle  of  local  option  has  found  favour  with 
several  Governments;  and  the  -Punjab  Government  have  also  lately 
decided  to  give  effect  thereto.  In  regard  to  the  location  of  shops,  the 
hours  of  sale  and  the  conditions  of  license,  considerable  improvement 
has  to  be  made  upon  the  existing  system.  The  rules  now  in  force  in 
these  matters  are  not  duly  observed  and  there  is  no  proper  check  or 
control  exercised  by  the  Excise  authorities  with  a  view  to  secure  the  strict 
observance  thereof.  Pointed  attention  of  this  House  has  already 
been  drawn  to  the  complaints  that  corruption  is  rife  in  certain  Excise 
circles.  Apart  from  the  men  who  are  involved  in  the  matter,  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  the  existing  system,  is  largely  responsible  there¬ 
for.  '  The  system  affords  ample  facilities  for  corrupt  practices  on  the  part 
of  officers  who  are  tempted  the  wrong  way.  I  might  refer,  for  instance, 
to  the  absence  of  the  independent  shop  system  in  some  of  the  northern 
taluks.  An  early  introduction  of  the.  independent  shop  system  in  those 
areas  may  lead  to  satisfactory  results.  These  questions  can  no  more  be 
delayed.  For, once  the  new  abkari  contracts  are  given,  we  shall  have  to 
Wait  for  a  couple  of  years  more  to  introduce  any  material  changes  in  the 
system.  Opportunity  may  also',be  taken  by  the  committee  to  enquire  intd 
the  entire  question  of  administrative  control  in  the  Excise  Department. 
The  policy  of  the  department  should  be  so  laid  down  that  substantial  re¬ 
trenchment  can  be  effected  by  the  abolition  of  the  high-paid  super¬ 
vising  staff.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Government  should. not 
lose  any  time  in  constituting  a  committee  to  examine  all  questions  con¬ 
nected  with  the  abkari  policy.  I. am  aware  of  the  discordant  note 
sounded  last  evening  against  the  appointment  of  committees.  .  But  the 
objections  then  raised  cannot  apply  to  this  instance.  The  resolution  does 
not  ask  for  the  appointment  of  a  large  general  committee  whose  scope :  is 
as  wide  as  that  of  a  Retrenchment  Committee,,  and  a  committee  constituted 
of  such  members  as  Messrs.,  Hoogewerf  and  Madhava  Variar  who  have 
made  a  special  study  of  the  subject  must  necessarily  inspire  confidence  in 
the  minds,  of  even  Government  officers.  It  is  only  such  small  committees 
appointed  in  regard  to  important  departments-having  only  a  limited  scope- 
that  can  be  of  any  use  to  rhe  Government.  I,  therefore,  think  that  there 
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will  be  no  opposition  whatever  in  regard  to  the  constitution  of  a  small 
committee  consisting  of  persons  who  maybe  said  to  be- competent 
enough  to  go  .into  such  matters.  I,  therefore,  place  this  resolution  for 
the  kind  acceptance  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARlAR  (Ghengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  :  I  wish  to  know  whether,  by  his  resolution,  Mr.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai  intends  to  discuss  the  whole  abkari  policy  or  the  principle  of 
lo.cal  option  alone. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  \Neyijattinkam)  :  “  The 
whole  policy  with  special  reference  to  the  principle  of  local  option”— 
that  is -what  the  Resolution  says. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGBWERE  ( Nominated ) :  Sir,  I  have  more  than 
once  stated  before  this  House  that  the  Excise  Department  is  being 
administered  without  any  correct  principle  or  consistent  policy ;  that 
the  department  was  put  on  a  sound  basis  when  it  was  first  organised, 
and  that  the  subsequent  so-called  reorganisations  were  each  worse  :than 
the  one  before,  the  climax  being  reached  when  a  large  number  of  Petty 
Officers  and  peons,  who  formed  the  back-bone  of  the  department  were 
done  away  with  and  the  new  office  of  Sub-Inspector  created.  A  series 
of  metamorphoses  had  been  going  on,  one  .turning  the  Assistant  Com¬ 
missioner  into  a  Circle  Officer  and  a  division  into  a  circle,  another  a 
Circle  Officer  info  an  Assistant  Commissioner  and  a  circle  into  a. 
division ;  still  another,  -a  Sub-Inspector  into  an  Inspector  and  vice  versa ;  - 
a  .  range  into  a  circle,  and  a  Range  Inspector  into  a  Circle  Inspector. 
The  Government  notification  creating  the  Sub-Inspector  said  that  he 
was  intermediate  between  the  Inspector  and  the  Petty  Officer.  But  ■ 
Mr.  Van  Ross  stated  before  this  House  that  he  had  merely  replaced  the 
Petty  Officer  by  a  Sub-Inspector  (see  page  388  Vcl.  I  No.  3).  Eleven 
divisions  with  twelve  Assistant  Commissioners  have  been  created,  while 
there  were  only  three  divisions  when  the  department  was  first 
organised.  The  Range  Inspector  has  been  installed  as  a  sort  of  Circle 
Inspector  and  given  the  power  of  investigating  the  cases  detected  by 
Sub-Inspectors  and  Petty  Officers.  It  is  said  that  there  is  going  to  be 
yet.  another  reorganisation  very  soon,  and  probably  the  last  state  may  be 
■worse  than  the- first.  The  safeguards  provided  by  the  legislature  for 
the  protection  of  the  subject  have  been  removed  and  low-paid  officers 
invested  with  powers  to  conduct  house-searches.  While  the  Excise  Re¬ 
gulations  enjoin  that  house-searches  should  be  conducted  under  ;-a 
warrant  during  the  years  1096  and  109.7,  out  of  nearly  550  searches, 
not  a  single  search  appears  to  have  been  conducted  under  a  warrant, 
except  the  20  searches  made  by  Petty  Officers  during  these  two  years. 
Even  the  poor  man’s  house  is  his  castle  and  that  officers  dressed  in 
brief  authority  should  walk  in  san  ceremonie  is  unpardonable. '  It  cufe 
at  the  root  of  the  safety  of  the  subject;  and  I  know  as  a  qiuitiddh 
excise  officer,  what -a  handle  it  provides  for  persecution  and  mal¬ 
practices.  This  serious  flaw  in  Excise  administration  was  pointed  out 
long  ago  and  things  have  gone  only  from  had  to  worse.  Revenue  has 
become  a  fetish,  in  utter  disregard  of  the  people’s  lights. 
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discussing  tlie  necessity  for  a  large  staff  in  the  Commissioner’s  office  the 
Commissioner  said  that  the  work  of  the  Abbari  Section  had  multiplied 
with  the  extension  of  the  independent  shop  system.  On  the  same  day 
replying  to  the  criticisms  of  some  of  the  members,  Mr.  Van  lloss  con¬ 
tradicted  himself  and  said  that  where  the  independent  shop  system  had 
been  introduced,  the  work  in  the  office  had  been  reduced  (see  pages  364 
and  371  of  Vol-  I  No.  3).  On  a  question  asked  by  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana 
Pillai  at  the  last  session  of  the  Council  what  “  grave  offences  ”  mean, 
it  was  said  that  it  meant  illicit  distillation  and  illicit  possession  of 
arrack.  Section  51  of  the  Abkari  Regulation  mentions  about  two  dozen 
grave  offences.  To  the  question  of  Mr.  John  Nidiry  what  the  offences 
arc  that  are  not  grave,  tire  Commissioner  said  that  it  was  the  ordinary 
possession  of  toddy,  because  the  possession  of  toddy,  he  said,  does  not 
seriously  affect  the  revenue,  and  we  get  tree-tax  (see  page  400,  Vol.  Ill 
No.  5).  Possession  of  toddy  is  given  as  a  grave  offence  in  the  Regulation. 
To  the  question  asked  by  me  whether  arrack  is  not  more  intoxicating  thag 
toddy,  the  answer  was  that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  tell  me  if  it  was 
so.  When  pressed  by  the  late  Mr.  K.  P.  Raman  Pillai  for  an  answer 
Mr.  Van  Ross  said  that  lie  was  sorry  he  had  not  got  the.  information 
(see  page  398  of  the  same  volume).  Mr.  Van  Ross  said  in  the  same 
session  that  he  should  be  given  credit  for  an  increase  of  twenty  lakhs 
of  rupees  in  excise  revenue  since  he  took  charge  of  the  department. 
But  he  omitted  to  say  that  almost  the  whole  of  this  revenue  was  derived 
from  a  large  windfall  in  the  doubling  of  the  salt  duty,  the  enhancement 
of  the  duty  on  tobacco,  liquor  and  tree-tax,  opium  and  ganja  and  other 
articles,  and  the  improvement  of  trade  conditions  generally.  The 
Abkari  Regulation  was  framed  about  29  years  ago,  and  section  28 
giving  an  abkari  officer,  whose  salary  is  not  less  than  Rs.  20,  power  to 
coj  duct  house-searches  still  remains  unaltered.  The  answers  to  the  ques¬ 
tions  put  by  me  in  this  Council  about  the  powers  of  the  Petty  Officer  who 
draws  a  salary  of  Rs.  20  and  over,  were  neither  here  nor  there.  I  was  told 
thi' t  the  Petty  Officer  who  draws  a  salary  of  Rs.  20  or  over  should  be 
first  invested  with  the  powers  of  the  Abkari  Officer,  before  he  conducted 
house-searches.  But  the  fact  remains  that  such  officers  have  been  con- 
ducting  house-searches,  and  they  were  made  Abkari  Officers  so  long  ago 
as  the  2nd  March,  1909.  It  is  reported  that  one  of  the  senior  officers  of 
the  department  sounded  a  note  of  warning  at  the  recent  Excise  Conference 
that  malpractices  and  corruption  are  rampant  and  that  the  department 
is  on  its  downward  march. 

Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  put  the  case  for  local  option  so 
well  that  I  do  not  want  to  go  over  the  same  ground  again.  I  may 
only  add  that  the  stock  arguments  trotted  out  against  local  option  and 
prohibition  cannot  hold  water.  All  these  things  may  be  told  to  the 
marines,  but  the  sailors  will  not  believe  it.  What  is  the  harm  in  not 
opening  a  liquor  shop  in  a  place  where  the  majority  of  the  people  do  not 
want  it  ?  Nobody  will  now  deny  that  liquor  is  useful  to  none  and  harmful 
to  all i  The  only  objection  is  that  those  who  cannot  get  on  without 
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liquor  will  resort  to  the  illicit  dealer.  There  are  more  facilities  for  these 
in  places  where  there  is  licensed  tapping.  When  tapping  is  totally  pro¬ 
hibited,  it  is  easy  to  detect  illicit  practices  as  tapping  cannot  be  done 
secretly.  There  will.  be  no  difficulty  in  detecting  and  bringing' the 
offender  to  book  when  he  manufactures  toddy  ,  either  for  comsnmption  or 
distillation,  which  in  itself  is  a  difficult  process,  to  carry  on  clandestinely. 

There  is  another  objection,  inz.,  that  the  liquor-drinker  may  fall  back 
upon  ganja  or  opium;  but  these  two  drugs  also  should  be  prohibited.  It 
is  no  excuse  to  say  that  people  will  resort  to  them  on  the  sly.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  State  to  prevent  the  people' from  indulging  in  vices  at  any 
cost.  No  department  in  the  State  is  so  closely  concerned  with  the 
social  and  moral  welfare,  of  the  people  as  the  Excise  Department. 
I  shall  conclude  by  repeating  what  I  said  in  this  House  on  a 
former  occasion  that  a  sober,  prosperous  and  God-fearing  people  is  a 
greater  asset  in  the  country's  balance  sheet  than  rupees,  chackrams 
and  cash. 

mb;  A.  J.  VAN  BOSS  ( Excise  Oovndsndmr) ;  In  the  first. place,  I 
Eave  to  say  that  I  have  no't  been  able  to  hear  much  of  what  Mr.  Hooge¬ 
werf  has  been  saying.  In  fact,  unless  I  hear  his  speech  once  again,  I 
do  not  think  I  would  be  able  to  reply  him  except  as  regards  one  point 
which  I  heard,  namely,  that  the  increase  of  revenue  in  the  Excise  De¬ 
partment  is  due to  increase  in  the  duties,  {bowler,  ■please.) 

PRESIDENT :  A  little  louder,  please.  You  complained  that 
Mr.  Hoogewerf  was  mot  loud:  enough,  but  in  fact  you  speak  as  low  as 
Mr.  Hoogewerf  himself  !  ( Laughter .) 

Mr.  A.  J,  VAN  BOSS  (Excite  Co  umissioner ):  I  have  hot  been 
able  to  hear  much  of  what  Mr..  Hoogewerf  said.  When  he  said:  that 
the  increase  of  revenue  in  the  Excise  Department  Was  due  to  the  increase 
in- the  various  duties,  probably  fie  thought  that  I  had  only  to  order  an 
increase  of  the  duties  in  order  to  effect  an  increase  of  revenue. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated) :  Will  Mr.  Van  Boss  deny 
that  the  duty  on  arrack,  tobacco  and  other  articles  has  not  been 
increased  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  VAN  BOSS  ( Excise  Pomnnssioner):  Probably  Mr,  Hqqgg- 
werf  thinks  that  in  order  to  increase  the  revenue  it  is  enough  if  I  order, 
an  increase  of  the  duties.  In  the  first  place  before  an  increase  of  duty  is 
ordered  various  questions  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  Whether 
it  is  the  proper  time  to  increase  the  duties,  and  Whether  after  increasing  the 
duties  we  can  get  the  benefit  of  the  increase  have  also  to  be  considered 
before  an  increase  of  duties  is  ordered,  because,  as  duties  are  increased, 
the  activity  of  the  smugglers  also  gets  redoubled.  We  will  have  to  con¬ 
trol  the  increased  activities  of  the  smugglers.  Otherwise  we  will  not<get 
the  benefit  of  the  increase.  Mr.  Hoogewerf  ought  to  know  all  this.  -He 
was  himself  ah  excise;  officer.  In  fact  we  have  very  much  to  do  in 
order  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  increase  of  the  duties. 

With' regard  to  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai’s  resolution,  as  promised 
:  by  me'  in  reply  to  Mr.  Madhava  Variar’s  resolutidn  in  one  of  the  past 
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sessions  of  this  Council.  1  have  sent  up  my  proposals  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  they  traverse  tire  whole  abakari  policy  of  the  department. 

I  am  authorised  to  say  that  Government  propose  to  appoint  a  mixed 
committee  to  consider  my  proposals.  I  may  also  say  that  among  my 
proposals  I  have  included  the  principle  of  local  option.  In  view  of  what 
I  have  said,  I  think  the  mover  will  withdraw  his  resolution. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ncdumangad)  : 
Sir, — 

Mr.  G.  PABAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  ( Negi/attinkara )  :  On  the 

assurance  given  by  Mr.  Van  Ross, . 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  coin  Nedtt  lutinjaif)  : 
But  I  am  in  possession  of  the  House.  ( Laughter.) 

Mr.  G.  PAEAMEKVAEAN  PILLAI  (H'a/i/atti ukara)  :  Sir,  I  beg 
to  withdraw  the  resolution.  , 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trkaiulnm  cum  Nedu  nangud) :  I 
object  to  the  withdrawal  and  I  oppose  the  motion.  (Laughter.) 

There  is  one  feature  in  the  discussion  which  is  indeed — 
PRESIDENT  :  Will  you  please  wait  for  a  minute,  Mr.  Vein  Piliai  V 
I  should  like  to  refer  to  the  rules  as  to  whether,  when  the  mover  himself 
is  prepared  to  withdraw  the  resolution,  anybody  else  can  be  allowed  to 
speak. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum Nedwuungad.) :  I  do 
not  think  the  mover  is  entitled  to  withdraw  after  another  member  has 
begun  to  speak  opposing -the  resolution* 

PRESIDENT  :  There  is  no  resolution  to  oppose  when  the  mover 
himself  withdraws  it.  ‘ 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedmmngad) :  I 
submit  that  he  should  have  withdrawn  in  time. .  „ 

PRESIDENT;  Strictly  you  are  right;  you  may  speak  for  the 
allotted  time. 

Me.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedimangad ) : 
With  regard  to  time  I  wish  you  will  extend  to  me  the  benefit  of  your 
discretion.  You  have  been  allowing  all  of  us  to  extend  the  time  but  not 
very  much. 

PRESIDENT:  Not  in  the  present  instance. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nodumangad )  ;  ’  In 
this  case,  the  House  can  congratulate  itself  that,  as  soon  as  the  resolution 
was  moved,  the  Excise  Commissioner  came  forward,  and  in  a  lucid  and 
short  speech — the  major  portion  of  which  was  by  way  of  an  answer  to 
Mr.  Hoogewerf — in  two  or  three  sentences,  accepted  the  resolution 
with  a  show  of  generosity.  The  excise  policy  of  the  State  has  been 
very  confused  for  a  long  time.  I  do  not  want  to  detail  the  circumstan¬ 
ces  in  which  discussions  have  been  carried  on  in  this  Council  suggesting 
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a  thorough  examination  of  “the  whole  question.  This  resolution  is  a 
dangerous  one,  because  it  is. — 

.  Mb.  G.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  ( Neijyattvilcara ):  lam 
asking,  for  a  ruling  from  the  Chair.  I  want  to  know  whether  I  shall 
have  a  right  of  reply  in  case  my  friend  is  allowed  to  speak  on  the  reso¬ 
lution  and  even  in  case  I  am  withdrawing  my  resolution. 

PEESIDENT :  I  do  not  think  you  have  a  right.  You' will  have  to 
wait  till  the  end.  Of  course,  you  can  then  reply  and  withdraw. 

Me.  G.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Negyattinlcara) :  That  i  . 
what  I  want. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedimangad)  :  He 
said  he  had  already  withdrawn.  {Laughter.)  I  want  to  make  some 
observations  in  regard  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution.  The  statement  of 
withdrawal  cannot  be  accompanied  by  any  reasons. 

PEESIDENT:  If  you  want  to  speak  and  if  Mr,  Paramesvaran 
Pillai  wants  to  reply,  then  the  discussion  must  continue,  and  he  must 
reply  and  then  withdraw. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trie  an  Arum  cum  Nedimangad) :  I 
shall  go  on.  A  committee  to  enquire  into  and  report  on  the  abkari 
policy  is  particularly  welcome  and  I  have  absolutely  nothing  to  say 
against  the  appointment  of  a  committee.  It  is  the  words  “local  option” 
that  create  the  difficulty.  It  is  strange  that,  at  the  psychological  moment 
when  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  put  forward  this  resolution,  the  proposal 
made  by  Mr.  Van  Boss  should  happen  to  be  before  the  Government. 
Small,  concessions,  as  I  have  pointed  out  on  more  than  one  occasion,  are 
dangerous!  The  words  “local  option”  are  complicating  the  matter.  The 
words  “local  option”  form  the  main  idea  and  the  enquiry  is  supporting 
the  idea. 

PEESIDENT:  That  is  what  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  resolution.  Mr.  Van  Eoss  has  made  it  clear  by  saying 
that  his  report  is  comprehensive  and  that  local  option  is  only  one  of  his 
proposals. 

Mb.  T.  K.VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Ne.Aumangad)  :  If 
the  words  “local  option”  are  omitted,  I  shall  be  happy  to  agree  with  the 
mover  and  the  resolution  may  be  withdrawn.  Local  option  has  been 
proved  to  be  a  bad  policy  in  various  States.  I  have  in  my  hand  a 
book  on  Excise  and  Temperance  in  Madras  written  by  an  I.  C.  S.  Officer, 
Mr.  Strathie.  He  has  proved  to  the  hilt  that  this  local  option  is  going 
to  be  of  no  use  to  the  country.  In  places  where  it  was  used  they  have 
fallen  back  on  the  old  system.  In  Scotland,  polls  were  demanded  in 
510  areas  and  the  results  were :  no  change  510,  limitation  34,  and  .no 
license  40.  In  Salem,  after  the  shops  were  asked  to  go  out  of  the  city, 
after  a  time,  local  option  was  found  to  be  impossible.  .  -b  ,  ■ 

“  Mr.  E.  R  Pease  holds  that  in  poorer  quarters-of  towns  where  the  poor  spend  far  t"o 
large  a  share  of  thoir.  scanty  earnings  on  clriutc  and  far  to  little  on  proper  food  and  deeont 
clothing,-  and  where,  .if  anywhere,  the  drink- fiend  should ha.  fiercely  attacked,  local 


810 


TRAVANGORB  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL,  [2ND  NOVEMBER  1923, 


[Mr.  G-.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.] 

option  would  havo  no  bonofioial  offset  at  all.  It  would  make  tlio  alums  still  slummier 
and  it  would  oporato,  if  at  all,  in  tho  direotion  of-  ccmcentratirg  what  all  social  experts 
desiro  to  scatter  -  it  would  intensify  tho  evils  oi  drink  whore  those  are  most  acute  and 
their  sooinl  effects  most  disastrous.  In  the  richer  residential  querters,  local  option  is  a 
class  measure.  It  enables  tiie  rich  to  impose  restrictions  on  the  poor.  In  form  it  may 
be  democracy,  in  fact  it  is  a  tyranny.  “  Local  option  ”  says  Mr.  Pease,  “  oau  only 
operate  in  rural  districts  where  visitations  of  it,  if  they  occur,  are  not  reported.  It  oan 
do  nothing  positive  to  promote  temperance”. 

That  is  the  history  of  local  option.  The  whole  book  shows  that 
according  to  an  experienced  officer  local  option  has  been  tried  in  many 
countries  with  no  reasonable  amount  of  success. 

PRESIDENT  :  Is  it  your  point  that  the  question  of  local  option 
should  not  be  considered  by  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELIJ  PILLAI  (Trimmlrum  cum  Nedimangad)' :  Ido 
not  say  that  it  should  not  bo  considered.  I  understand  the  import  of 
English  words,  and  I  understand  the  resolution  is  to  appoint  a  committee 
in  which  the  working  of  tho  Excise  Department  and  the  abkari  policy  of 
the  State  is  going  to  he  examined  in  the  light  of  the  words  “with 
special  reference  to  local  option  ”.  The  words  “local  option  ’’  create  very 
serious  difficulties  and- they  considerably  restrict  the  operation  of  the 
resolution.  It  is  therefore  that  I  thought  of  speaking  about  it.  I  want 
an  enquiry.  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that  our  abkari  policy  requires 
thorough  overhauling.  The  department  has  not  been  doing  its  work 
well.  There  is  very  much  talk  of  the  inefficiency  of  particular  officers 
and  drink  is  on  the  increase.  In  the  light  of  the  fears  entertained 
by  the  public,  in  the  light  of  the  opinion  of  the  public  on  these  quest¬ 
ions,  I  want  a  thorough  enquiry  into  the!  general  working  of  the  abkari 
policy  without  special  reference  to  local  option.  As  I  pointed  out,  I  am 
not  against  considering  the  question  of  local  option.  But  it  is  a  subordi¬ 
nate  item  of  the  question.  That  is  my  reason  to  oppose  the  resolution.  If 
'my  friend,  the  mover,  who,  I  am  sure,  wants  as  good  an  enquiry  as  my¬ 
self,  has  no  objection  to  omit  these  words,  I  shall  feel  extremely  happy. 

Mr.  G.  PAR- AMES  VAR  AN  PILLAI  ( Net/yattinkara I  do  not 
know  what  I  should  say  in  reply  to  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  after  Mr.  Van 
Ross  has  accepted  the  resolution  itself.  He  began  by  saying  that 
he  would  welcome  an  Excise  Committee  to  go  into  the  question  of 
excise  policy.  All  the  trouble  arose  out  of  the  words  ‘‘local  option’’ 
which  I  have  included  as  one  of  the  important  matters  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  committee.  I  am  not -unaware  of  Mr.  St'rathie’s  book 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PlhTjAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nuhtimngud) :  I 
never  said  that  he  was  not  aware, 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Ncyyattinhara )  :  I  never 
said  that  he  said  that  I  was  unaware.  My  point  is  that  I  am  aware,, 
and  I.  have  also  said  in  m.y  speech  that  there  is  a  large  volume  of 
literature  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Strathie’s  book  does  not  conclude  the  case 
and  should  not  be  accepted  without  challenge.  His  opinions  have  been 
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subjected  to  serious  criticism  in  the  Madras  Legislative  Council  and 
Mr.  Strathie  is  one  of  the  officers  under  the  Madras  Government. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Neduinangad) :  I 
want  to  rise  to  a  point  of  personal  explanation.  I.  never  said  that 
Mr.  Strathie  has  said  the  last  word  on  the  subject;  I  merely  referred  to 
his  book.  The  mover  himself  admits  that  there  is  a  volume  of  literature 
on  the  subject  and  this  is  one,  of  the  books. 

MR.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Negyattiniara):  I  did 
not  pass  my  judgment  upon  the .  merits  or  demerits  of  local  option.  1 
deliberately  suspended  my  judgment  with  a  view  to  closer  examination. 
I  am  not  so  ready  to  condemn  local  option  because'  Mr.  Strathie  has 
said  that  it  has  failed  in  other  countries-  , 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumgngad ) :  I 
do  not  want  to  interrupt  m>  friend.  But  I  wish  to  put  a  question  to  him. 
I  want  to  know  whether  local  option  is  the  most  important  thing  to  be 
considered  by  the  committee. 

„  ■  "Mr.  &.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (NeyyattinTara) .:  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  very  important  things  that  have  to  be  very 
carefully  considered  by  the  committee  that  I  want  the  Government  to 
appoint. 

Mr.  T.  K;  VELU  PILLAI  {Tnnandmm  cum  N edmna-ngad) : 

Would  he  he  pleased  to  give  other  prominent  ideas  ?  One  is  loeal 
option.  ' 

Mr.  G.  PAR  AMES  VAR  AN  PILLAI  {Neygath'nlara) :  I  have, 
already  enumerated  the  chief  . 'points  in  my  first  speech.  And  it  is  open 
to  mv  friend  to  Understand  it  or  not.  I  must  again  state  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  local  option  should  engage  among  other  factors  the  serious  atten¬ 
tion  of  any  committee  that,  may  be  appointed  to  consider  the  question,  of 
excise  policy ;  and  since  the  Excise  Commissioner  himself  has  assured  the 
House  that  that  also  will.  be  considered  along  with  other  matters 
relating  to  the  abkari  policy,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  and  beg  leave  to 
withdraw  the  resolution. 

-  .  Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA.  PILLAI  {Vail, -am  cum  Eikmamtr). 

A  i:  ■  PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai .  has  withdrawn  his  .  re¬ 
solution  and  has  sat  down.  Does  the 'House  object  -  to  the  withdrawal, 
in  which  ease  l  have  to  put  the  motion  to  the  vote  ?, 

Mr.  T.  K. VELU  PILLAI  ^Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)-.  I 
do.  not  press  my  objection  to  withdrawal;  because  he  has  explained 
that  there  is  no  special  significance  in.  the  words. “local  option.,.. 

PRESIDENT  :.  .  Then  does  the  House  permit  the  withdrawal  of 
the  resolution?  ;  v 

The  resolution  was  by  leave  . witpdrawm  :  _  ;  ; ’ 
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The  following  resolution  was  not  moved : 

Mr.  Tariatu  Kdn.iitommas  : 

^  This  Comiivil  recommends  to  tile  Government  tli.it  rovemm  officer..  l.e  .  omplately 

PRESIDENT :  The  next  resolution  which  is  standing  against  the 
name  of  Mr.  Tariatu  Kmvjitoiuman  has  been  already  withdrawn.  I  will 
now  call  upon  Mr.  Tv.  Paroi  nesvaran  Pillai  to  move  his  resolution. 

Throwing  open  of  all  Schools  to  all  Classes. 

Mr.  K.  I’ABAMESVARAN  PILL  AT  (Tin/mlla) :  T  beg  to  move 
the  following  resolution 

This  Council  recommends  lo  the  Uiwenvment  that  all  sehnnls  he  im- 
■mediately  thrown  open  !o  all  subjects  of  J I  is  Highness  the  Madia  Baja. 

I  do  not  think  that  any  speech  from  me  is  necessary  to  commend 
this  resolution  to  the  acceptance,  of  the  House.  The  policy  of  the  throw* 
ing  open  of  all  schools  to  all  classes  of  the  subjects  of  Ilis  Highness  the 
Maha  Raja  was  accepted  by  the  Government  many  years  ago.  But  at  the 
time  when  the  policy  was  laid  down,  there  wan  some  difficulty  in  throwing 
open  all  schools  then  existing  on  account  of  proximity  of  certain  schools 
to  temples  or  other  religious  institutions.  Therefore  it  was  then  de¬ 
clared— I  think  it  was  during  the  time  of  Sir  P.  Raja.gopalachari  who 
was  then  the  Dewan  of  the  State — that  steps  would  be  taken  to  remove 
these  schools  from  the  places  where  they  are  situated  and  to  throw  them 
all  open  to  all  classes  of  His  Highness’  subjects.  Though  several  years 
have  now  passed  away — more  than  fifteen  years  have  passed  awaj'— 
we  still  find  that  these  schools  have  not  been  thrown  open  to  all  classes  of 
His  Highness’  subjects.  They  are  still  preserved  as  caste-schools.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  time  before  the  Government  was  not  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  remove  them  from 
the  proximity  of  temples  or  other  religious  institutions  and  remove 
the  complaint  that  they  are  not  open  to  all  classes,  to  whatever  caste 
or  creed  they  may  belong. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  Qdoininated) 
(Deputy  President) :  I  want  to  know  whether  his  resolution  relates 
to  all  Government  schools. 

Mn.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirumlla) :  Yes, 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI.  ( Trivandrum )  :  I  want  to  know  whether 
he  includes  special  schools  also.  There  arc  certain  schools  opened  for 
Nambudiris  and  Malayala  Brahmins. 

Mr.  Tv.  PARAMESYARAN  PILLAI  (T ini  ml  hi):  All  Govern¬ 
ment  schools. 

PRESIDENT:  Including  special  schools ? 

•Mr.  K.  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirv.mUa)  :  The  special 
schools  "intended  for  the  special  benefit  of  Nambudiris  and  some  other 
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people  were  not  present  to  my  mind  when  this  resolution  Was  drafted. 
Of  course,  if  there  are  special  reasons  for  excluding  other  communities 
from  those  schools,  I  do  not  wish  to  include  those  schools  in  my  resolu¬ 
tion.  But  I  wish  to  include  all  Government  schools  which  are  generally 
open  to  all  classes  of  His  Highness'  subjects.  Now,  in  regard  to'  these 
schools  the  difficulty  of  admitting  all  classes  of  His  Highness’  subjects  was 
discovered  long  ago  and  it  is  rather  surprising  to  find  that  adequate 
steps  have  not  been  taken  as  yet  to  remove  the  disability  attaching  to 
these  schools.  I  do  not-  think  that  the  number  of  such  schools  is  very 
many.  But  that  there  should  still  exist  a  distinction  or  rather  a  dis¬ 
ability  in 'the  case  of  certain  classes  of  people  for  admission  even  to  the 
few' schools,  is,  I  submit,  a  great  grievance;  and  therefore,  in  order. that 
no  subject  of  His  Highness  might  feel  that  he  is  by.  reason  of  his  caste 
excluded  from  any  educational  institution  in  this  State,  I  recommend 
to  the  Government  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  remove  the  ban 
and  throw  open  to  them  all  the  schools.  I  lay  special,  stress  upon  the 
word  1  immediately  ’  because  Government  may  say:  “We  have  recog¬ 
nised  the  principle  and  we  will  take  due  steps  for  the  purpose  in  due 
course.  ’’  They  declared  the  policy  more  than  fifteen  years  ago  and  there 
was  sufficient  time  within  which  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.. 
Therefore,  no  further  time  should  be  lost  in  throwing  open  these  schools 
to  all  classes  of  His  Highness’  subjects.  With  these  few  observations 
I  place  the  resolution  before  the  House. 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumcmur)  : 

I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  Resolution.  An  instance, 
of.  a  school  where  the  Pulaya  community  was  not  admitted  w;as  pointedly 
brought  to  the  notice  of  Government  during  the  last  session  of  the  Council . 
by  a.  question  put  by  me.  It  was  with  reference  to  a  school  at  Vechur 
and  the  answer  given  by  the  Government  was  that  there  were  three  other 
schools  in  Vechur  pakuthi,  that  in  all  these  schools  Pulayas.  were 
admitted,  and.  that  there  was  abolutely  no  room  for  complaint  because 
of  the  Pulaya  community  not  having  been  admitted  in  that  particular 
school.  I  asked  another  question  during  this  sesssion  and  the,  an¬ 
swer  has.  not  yet  been  received.  My  information  was  that  there  was 
only  one  school  in  that  particular  pa-kuthi  and  that  Pulayas.  are  not. 
admitted  there.  -If  it  is  so,  it  is  areal  grievance.  I  was  also  informed 
that  the  reason  for  the  exclusion  of  Pulayas  is  not  quite  correct. 
The  explanation  alleged  was  that,  because  there  was  a  temple  adjoining, 
it  was  not  . possible  to  give  admission  to  them.  I  understand  that  there 
is  a  public  road  very  near  the  school,  that  this  road  is  nearer  ,  to  the  . 
temple  ,  than  the  school,  and- that  Pulayas  are  allowed:  to- pass  along 
that  road;  if  this  is  a  fact,  there  is  absolutely  mo  objection,  in  giving 
admission  to  Pulayas  into .  that  school.  Another  instance  which  1 
brought  to  the  notice  of  Government  was  in  regard  to.  the  .school  at  . 
Manjur.  I  understand  that  admission  has  been  given  in  that 
So  far  as .  Pulayas  are  concerned  there,  are  instances  where  admis¬ 
sion  has  not  been  granted  to-  them. ..- 1  believe  other  members  have, 
also  asked,  questions  in  regard:  to  the  admission,  of  Pulayas  in  certain 
schools,  My  submission  is  that  all  traces  of  distinction  of  caste 
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should  be  obliterated  in  this  matter  boreal  ter.  With  these  observations  1 
support  the  resolution. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  ATY  ANGAR  (yomwthsc/)  ( Deputy 
President) :  Does  that  apply  to  Girls’  Schools '? 

MR.  N.  RAM AKRl'SHN A  PILLAI  (TV/mv-  cum  XUnmanur): 

Yes. 

Mr.  A  HOoGlfiVVElU*'  (iVo-w/«.<tei/) :  1  bey  to  support  the  mo* 

tion  put  forward  by  Mr.  IVramcsvaran  Pillai.  The  motion  is  quite  iu 
keeping  with  the  enlightened  policy  of  His  Highness  the  Malm  Raja’s 
Government.  •  Travaueore  stands  in  the  forefront  in  the  matter  of  edu¬ 
cation.  University  is  groping  iu  the  horizon.  Mr.  Paiumcsvaran 
Pillai  could  not  have  chosen  a  more  opportune  moment  than  this  to  briny 
this  motion  before  the  House.  I  therefore  heartily  support  the  motion! 

Mr.  PAUL  V.  DAN  I  El  i  ( .■hjasUnramm):  ’.hr,  I  heartily 
support  the  sacred  principle  underlying  this  important  motion.  It 
indicates  the  solicitude  .on  tin:  purl.  of  the  mover  for  the  welfare  and* 
prosperity  of  a  large  section  of  His  Highness’  subjects.  The  motion 
embodies  a  request  to  remove  a  great  barrier  that  has  boon  placed 
against  the  progress  of  the. depressed  classes.  If  the  information  I  have 
obtained  is  correct,!  fmd  the  Govermneut  have,  in  tile  case  of  many 
schools,  already  wholly  adopted  this  principle  and  that  only  a  few 
schools  remain  yet  to  ho  thrown  open  to  all  subjects  and  they  have 
nob  been  thrown  open  only  on  the  ground  of  their  proximity  to  certain 
temples,  that  it  has  been  the  definite  policy  of  the  Government  to  throw 
open  such  schools  to  all  alike  and  that  even  the  few  schools  which  re¬ 
main  yet  to  be  thrown  open  will  in  the  near  future  bo  shifted  to  places 
accessible  to  all  subjects. 

As  matters  stand  at  present,  .1.  feel  bound  to  heartily  thank  the 
Government  for  everything  already  done  in  this  direction  and  I  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  the  Government  would  remove  the  whole  disability  iu  the 
near  future.  Since  it  is  found  that  on  the  ground  of  proximity  to  certain 
temples  alone  sumo  schools  have  not  been  yet  thrown  open  to  all 
the  subjects  of  His  Highness,  I  think,  the  motion  as  it  is  worded  is  not 
quite,  acceptable  and  .with  a  view  to  avoid  all  ambiguity  and  misunder¬ 
standing  I  suggest  that  the  -Motion  be  thus  worded-  •  viz.,  “that  all  the 
schools  which  have  not  been  thrown  open  to  all  the  subjects  of  His 
Highness  on  the  ground  of  proximity  to  certain  temples  be  shifted  to 
places  accessible  to  all  subjects 

Mb.  L.  C.  HODGSON  {Director  of  Pub! in  J it f  (motion) :  Sir,  the 
resolution  as  it  stands  on  the  agenda  paper  is  that  this  Council  recom¬ 
mends  to  the  Government  that -all -.schools  be  immediately  thrown  open 
to  all  subjects  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja.  I  understand  Mr.  K. 
Paramesvaran  Pillai  in  the  course  of  his  speech  said  that  his  motion, 
was  that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  throw  open  all  schools  to  all  sub-, 
jeetsof  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja.  Now,  that  is  not  quite  the  same  as 
on  the  printed  paper,  I  may  say  at  once  that  it  is  not  possible  to  throw 
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open  all  schools  immediately.  I  can  say,  however,  that  immediate 
steps  will  be  taken.  I  may  say  that  steps  are  being  taken  towards 
throwing  open  all  schools  to  all  the  subjects  of  His  Highness  the  Malta 
Baja.  I  do  not  Jknow  whether  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Piiiai  or  anybody 
else  has  calculated  the  number  of  schools  that  remain  inaccessible  to 
certain  of  the  subjects  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Baja.  Out  of  some¬ 
thing  like  900  schools, — departmental,  primary,  and  vernacular  middle, 
—  the  total  up  to  the  present  moment  not  open  to  all  classes  is  only  25. 
Out  of  these  26,  steps  are  actually  being  taken  at  the  present  moment 
to  open  five  boys'  and  two  girls’  schools  to  these  people.  The  Inspector 
of  the  Vernacular  Schools  is  now  at  Ayakudi  in  connection  with  the 
matter  of  throwing  open  the  Ayikudi  school  to  these  classes.  It 'is 
stated — 

Me.  M.  It...  MADHAVA  VABIAR  [Clunga/unir  cma  Fnitaha,n- 
litta ) :  Is  Mr. .  Hodgson  aware  that  in  certain  schools  which  are  open 
to  all  classes  of  persons,  Pulayas  and  other,  people  are  not  admitted 
even  now? 

•  Me.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (. Director  of  J'ublic  //):  1  have 

heard  that  that  is  sometimes  the  case,  and  there  have  been  some  cases  in 
which  the  headmasters  have  been  taken  to  task  for  not  admit  ting  them  to 
the  classes.  At  the.  same  time  there  are  very  many  oases  in  which,  when 
the  schools  are  thrown  open  to  these  classes,  they  do  not  attend.  They 
are  afraid  .  to  go.  I  suppose  they  prefer  to  stay  away.  We  cannot 
take  the  blame  for  that,  (laughter.)’  Out  of  these  25  schools,  five 
boys’  schools  are  about  to  be  opened  to  them.  Two  girls’ 
schools  are  now  in  the  process  of  being  thrown  open.  For  that 
purpose,  actual  steps  are  being  taken.  Seven  other  boys’  schools 
are  •  under  the  consideration  of  Government.  I  am  only  awaiting 
the  orders  of  Government  to  take  steps  with  regard  to  them.  In 
big  places  tike  Ghanganachery  and  Vaikam  it  is  a  very  difficult  mat¬ 
ter  now  to  carry  out'  this  highly  desirable  practice.  We  have  long¬ 
standing  schools  there,  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  town  and 
conveniently  situated  for  the  population.  In  order  to  carry  out 
this  policy  we  must,  remove  the  schools  in  these  places  and  put  them  up 
somewhere  else  and  the  cost  would  be  very  considerable.  Nevertheless, 
with  regard  to  those  other  schools,  Government  have  taken  the  matter  into 
consideration  and  only  two  days  ago  I  saw  in  a  letter  that  further  arrange¬ 
ments  would  be  considered.  In  the  case  of  the  eleven  schools,  no  positive 
step  has  yet  been  taken;  but  it  is  our  intention  sooner  or  later  to  throw 
open  all  schools  to  all  classes.  I  think,  Sir,  considering  that,  out  of  900 
schools,  only  eleven  schools  are  not  accessible,  it  cannot  be  said  that,  the 
Government,  or  the  department- have  been  indifferent  in  this  matter.  .  .1 
might  say  that  very  great  credit  for  throwing  open  the  schools  to  a  large 
number  of  these  classes  is  due  to  my  predecessor  Dr.  Bishop  who  received . 
the  thanks  of  the  Travancore  Government.  .  I  might  say  that  inlater  years : 
i  infinite-  and  positive,  steps  have7  been  taken  for  bringing  about  this  .■con¬ 
summation.  About  a  year  and  a  half  back,  localDewan  Peishk&rs  with  the 
local  Assistant  Inspectors  and  Inspectresses  inspected  every  school 
which  was  not.  open  to  all  classes  of  the  community,  .and .submitted  a  join 
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report..  From  most  of  them  we  have  received  reports  turd  the  result  will 
be  that  out  of  23  schools  7  will  be  opened  very  shortly.  Of  the  rest,  the 
cases  of  7  are  under  correspondence  with  the  Government,  there  being 
only  a  balance  of  11  with  regard  to  which  the  difficulty  of  removing 
them  elsewhere  remains  to  be  solved. 

Mb.  T.  Iv.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trim  mlmm  cum  Nodumaiigad)  :  May 
1  know  if  these,  eleven  school  buildings  may  not  be  sold  away  with  the 
promises  and  other  buildings  cannot  be  erected  in  suitable  places  ? 

Mu  L  (  HODGSON  (Director  of  .Public  Instruction):  That 
is  what  is  being  done  at  Ayikudi,  and  with  the  money  so  obtained  it  is 
proposed  to  cm.it  the  now  building  on  a  site  adjoining  the  campshed. 
1.  consider  it  very  suitable  for  the  purpose.  That  is  one  way.  But  I 
think  in  view  of  the  fact  that  these  have  narrowed  down  to  merely  11 
schools  and  on  an  assurance  which  I  can  give  that  it  is  the  intention 
of  Government  to  take  steps  to  have  all  these  schools  thrown  open' 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Parames'- 
varan  Pillai  himself  did  not  press  that  all  such  schools  shall  be 
immediately  thown  open  I  think  lie  will  withdraw  his  resolution. 

Then  with  regard  to  Mr.  ltamakrishua  Pillai’s  point,  I  might  say 
that  the  school  has  actually  been  thrown  open  to  all  classes  of  people, 
and  there  is  actually  nothing  to  prevent  them  from  attending  the 
school  regularly. 

So  I  ask  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  in  the  circumstances  to  withdraw 
the  resolution  in  view  of  the  assurance  I  have  given  him  and  in 
consideration  of  the  fact  that  there  is  very  little  to  be  done  and  not 
to  press  his  request  that  immediate  action  be  taken. 

Mi  h  PAKAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvallu) :  Sir,  I  was 
aware  that  there  were  only  a  very  small  number  of  schools  which  are  left 
closed  to -certain  sections  of  the  subjects  of  His  Highness', the  Maha  Raja- 
But  the  existence  of  even  one  such  school  will  certainly  justify  my  re¬ 
solution,  because  to  say  that  even  a  single  school  is  not  open  to  all  clas¬ 
ses  is  certainly  a  slur  on  the  Government  and  this  progressive  State. 
Therefore,  there  should  be  no  distinction  especially  in  the  matter  of 
education,  either  of  any  caste,  colour,  or  creed,  and  no  subject  of  His 
Highness  the  Maha  Raja  should  feel  it  as  a  grievance  that  his  son  or 
daughter  was  denied  admission  to  any  particular  school  on  the  score  of 
his  or  her  caste.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  the  assurances  given  by  the 
Director  of  Public  Instruction  that  immediate  steps  would  be  taken  to 
throw  open  all  schools  to  all  classes  of  His  Highness’  subjects,  I 
do  not  press  this  motion  to  a  division. 

Mr.  L.  G.  HODGSOH  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction) :  I  cannot 
exactly  say,  “immediate  steps  to  throw  all  schools  open  ”  because  it  will 
take  time  but  “immediate  steps  towards  throwing  them  open." 

PRESIDENT  ;  I  believe  what  you  mean  is  :  “Immediate  steps  will 
be  taken  towards  the  throwing  open  of  the  inaccessible  schools,  but  im¬ 
mediate  results  cannot  be.  promised.” 
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I  will  ask  the  House  to  permit  Mr.  Changanachery  K.  Parames- 
varan  Pillai  to  withdraw-  the  resolution. 

It  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

PRESIDENT  :  We  will  now  rise  and  meet  again  at  11-30  to¬ 
morrow. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  5-10  p.  M. 


S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAR, 
■Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Council. 


TRAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

FIRST  SESSION,  1099. 

Saturday,  the  3rd  November  1028, 

(OFFICIAL  REPORT.) 


The  Council  met  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at  Eleven- 
.  Thirty -four  a,  m.  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


{Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standing  Order  No.  12- — 

(1)  Printed  oopies  of  the  questions  anil  answers  to  be  put  and  given  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Counoil  shall  be  placed  ou  the  Council  table  1  5  minutes  before  the  President 
takes  his  seat. 

(2)  The  questions  shall  be  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner:— 

The  Secretary  shall  call  the  name,  of  each  intc-rpellator  in  serial  order,  specify 
the  serial  number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable 
^opportunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  he  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary  question. 
•^Supplementary  questions  must  be  put  immediately  after  the  principal  questions  to  which 
'  they  relate.] 

Applications  for  Agricultural  Loans. 

67.  Mb.  A.  GO  YIN  DA  MENON  {Akmgad  cum  Parur):  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  the  number  of  applications  under  tire  Agricultural  Loans 
Regulation  received  by  the  Tahsildars  and  the  Dewan  Peishkar  of  the 
Kottayam  Division  in  1098,  the  number  already  disposed  of  and  the 
number  awaiting  disposal  among  such  applications  ;  and 

(h)  whether  they  will  direct  the  Dewan  Peishkars  and  the  Tahsil¬ 
dars  to  submit  to  Government  a  quarterly  statement  of  such  applications 
received,  disposed  of,  and  pending  disposal  in  their  offices,  with  reasons 
for  the  delay  in  the  disposal  of  each  such  application  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government ) : 

(а)  Information  has  been  called  for. 

(б)  Periodical  statements  are  now  being  received  and  scrutinised  by 
the  Government. 

Sale  of  Salt  by  Licensees. 

68.  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  Will -the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  the  names  of  the  licensees  of  the  salt  factories  in  South 
Travancore  to  whom  the  concession  of  private  sale  of  salt  was  granted 
S.  P.T.  1305.  310.  17-12-23. 

Vol.IV.-No.  5.  a 
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from  Dhanu,  1098,  to  the,  end  of  Kanni,  1099,  and  the  reasons  lor  grant¬ 
ing  such  concession ;  and 

(b)  the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  the  Government  as  a  result 
of  granting  snch  a  concession  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAT1AMERYARA  ATT  All  {Secretary  In  G  or  eminent): 
(a.)  No  private  sale  of  salt  in  factories  is  allowed,  but  direct 
sale  is  allowed  under  the  supervision  of  factory  officers.  Under 
the  terms  of  their  agreements,  the  licensees  are  hound  to  deliver 
to  Government  certain  quantities  of  salt  each  year  subject  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  latdirild  mentioned  therein  and  they  are  entitled  to  sell 
direct,  to  private  persons  tlu«  remaining  salt  manufactured  by  them  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  payment  of  duty  to  Government.  The  member  probably 
refers  to  the  remissions  granted  to  the  licensees  in  regard  to  the  fixed 
quantities  of  salt  deliverable  bv  them  to  Government  under  their  agree¬ 
ments.  The  licensees  of  the  following  factories  were  granted  the  re¬ 
missions  specified  against  them  in  Vrischikam  1098  :  — 


(1)  Avadhanial’s  factory  ...  22,222  maunds. 

(2)  Cape  Comorin  General 

Traffic  Company’s  factory  ...  15,55(5  ,, 

(8)  Dr.  Sankaramurti  Pillai’s 

factory  ...  1,872  ., 

(4)  Tamaracolam  Puttallom  . .  8,889  „ 

(5)  Srimulagopalanathan  allom...  22,222  „ 

(G)  Srhnulakrishnamani  'allom. ..  11,111  „ 


The  reason  for  granting  these  remissions  is  the  unforeseen  loss 
the  licensees  sustained  on  account  of  the  cyclone  of  November  last. 

(b)  Government  sustain  no  loss  worth  mentioning  by  the  grant 
of  such  remissions- 

Sale  of  Salt  by  Proprietor#  of  Salt  Pans. 

69.  Mr.  T.  KIJMAEA  PILLAI  {Kranid  cum  Vilarankod) : 

'  (a.)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  have 
granted  permission  for  the  sale  of  salt  to  the  proprietors  of  salt  pans 
•who  carry  on  salt  manufacture  in  South  Travancore,  after  receiving  the 
share  due  to  the  Government?. 

(b)  If  sanction  has  been  accorded,  will  the  Government  he  pleased 
to  state  from  what  time  such  sanction  has  been  given,  and  what  the 
Excise  Commissioner’s  reasons  for  the  same  are  ? 

(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  [state  how  many  maunds 
of  salt  have  thus  been  sold  from  the  time  when  sanction  was  accorded 
to  the  sale  of  salt  up  to  Kanni,  1099  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  and  ( b )  The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  part  (a)  of 
question  No.  68. 

(c)  1,13,856  maunds,  - 
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Salt  washed  away  by  the  Cyclone. 

70.  Mr.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VAIilAB  ( Ghengammr  cum  Pat- 
tanumtitta)  :  Will  tlie  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  the  salt  belonging  to  Mr.  S.  Subrahmanya  Karayalar 
washed  away  by  the  recent  cyclone  was  on  the  ridges  for  nine  months 
instead  of  being  removed  to  the  platform  ; 

(J)  whether  the  salt  was  allowed  to  remain  there  in  spite  of  the' 
licensee’s  frequent  applications  to  the  Government  for  the  removal 
thereof,  and 

(c)  whether  the  Excise  Commissioner  condemned  that  salt  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption '? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  It  is  reported  that  no  salt  was  lying  on  theridges. 

■*  (b)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (a)  this  question  does  not 

arise. 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative 

S  ole  Price  of  Mr.  Karayalar’ s  Salt. 

71.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Noninatec! ):  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  there  is  any  arrangement  which  prevents  wholesale 
purchasers  who  may  come  to  any  special  understanding  with  Mr-  Sub¬ 
rahmanya  Karayalar  from  selling  salt  at  higher  rates  than  those 
stipulated  in  the  agreement  with  Mr.  Karayalar;  and 

(i b )  whether  similar  arrangements  have  or  .  have  not  proved  to  be 
disastrous  both  to  the  Government  and  the  consumers  in  the  case  of 
monopoly  sales,  in  respect  of  Bombay  and  Tuticorin  salt  at  Quilon 
and  Trivandrum  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government ) : 

(a)  No  such  arrangement  is  necessary,  for  it  would  he  futile  for 
Mr.  Karayalar  to  come  to  any  special  understanding  with  any  wholesale 
.purchasers  to  put  up. prices,  since  Mr.  Karayalar  is  bound  to  sell  salt 
in  any  quantity  at  the  stipulated,  rate  to  any  person  who  is  prepared 
to  pay  for  it  and  cannot  confine  his  sales  to  any  particular  set  of  whole¬ 
sale  purchasers.  He  cannot  put  up  prices  without  combining  with  the 
whole  body  of  purchasers,  which  is  impracticable,  seeing  that  there  is 
no  limit  to  them. 

(A)  Government  are  not  aware  of  any  similar  arrangements  having 
'  been  made  in  former  years  at  Quilon  and  Trivandrum. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated ) :  Was  not  Mr,  Motha  given 
the  contract  for  importing  and  selling  salt  in  Quilon  and  Trivandrum  a 
■  few  3'ears  ago  ? 

'  Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government): 
Yes. 

„  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated ):  Why  was  that  system 
stopped  ? 
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Mi:.  S.  PARAMliSYARA  AIYA.lt  (Hen  tarn  to  Goi>cruincnt): 
That  refers  h i  a  different  contract  altogether  in  respect  of  which  I  have 
not  not  (lie  information  ready  hero. 

Mr.  A.  HOOCvKW  liKlf  (.W minuted)  :  Was  not  the  iiupoit  and 
sale  system  tried  at  Alloppey  in  1 OKY  and  llhsii,  (lie  contract  being  given 
to  three  eoiifraefors  and  ili<l  liof  llm  system  fail? 

M  it.  S.  l’AliAM  KKVAUA  A1VAI4  (8 ■<  ivturii  to  (lormwient) : 
That  coni  met  refers  to  an  old  period  ;  and  the.  records  must  bo  looked 
info  before  any  reply  could  lie.  given. 

All;.  /V.  1 10i  Kl  I'AVKK  I1’  (Nominated)  :  Was  not  the  supply  and 
sa.le  system  prevailing  in  Munambum  Why  was  it  stopped  V 

Mr.  S.  L’MvAiVl. KKVAUA  AlYA.lt  (.Hecrctanj  to  Gocuniment) : 

I  have  not  got  the  information  ready  in  regard  to  that  arrangement.  ’ 

Contract  with  Mr.  Buhrtthiuamjti.  Ku.nujatar  for  Salt. 

I'l.  Mr.  A.  UOOC-rHYVIfilM*'  (Nominated)-.  With  reference  to 
the  answer  to  question  No.  'ATI  asked  at  the  meeting  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  held  on  the.  18th  April,  IDAi,  regarding  the  supply  and 
sale  of  local  salt  at  Alle.ppev,  will  the.  Government  lie  pleased  to  state: 

(a)  the  circumstances  under  which  the. contractor  could  not  per¬ 
form  his  part,  of  the  contract  for  109.'i ; 

(h)  why  the  contract  was  not  put  up  to  public  auction  : 

(r)  the  average  quantity  of  salt  arranged  to  be  transported  and 
sold  a  year  ; 

.(d)  whether  there  was  any  necessity  for  giving  Mr.  Karayalav 
such  a  monopoly : 

(c)  whether  Government  will  not  incur  a  loss  by  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  if  so,  what  the  annual  loss  will  be  on  this  account; 

if)  whether  the  mct-lubham,  which  now  accrues  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  as  gain  will  not  be  lost  by  this  arrangement ; 

(</)  the  quantity  of  salt  belonging  to  Mr.  Karayalar  lost  during 
the  recent  Hoods  ; 

(/;)  whether  any  consideration  of  this  loss  weighed  with  the 
Government  in  expediting  the  carrying  out  of  Mr.  Karayakw’s  under¬ 
taking  to  transport  and  sell  home-made  salt ;  and 

(/)  whether  Mr.  Karayalar  had  been  often  complaining  that  his 
salt  was  not  made  use  of  for  sale  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAll  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(а)  The  contractor  did  not  refuse  to  perform  his  part  of  the  con¬ 
tract  in  1095. 

(б)  There  was  more  than  one  application  for  the  contract  and 

they  were  all  considered  before  Mr.  Karayalar’s  application  was 
accepted.  * 
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(c)  The  quantity  depends  upon  the  actual  requirements  of  each 
year.  For  1098,  it  was  three  lakhs  of  maunds. 

W)  It  must  have  been  considered  necessary  at  the  time. 

(e)  and  (f)  There  might  be  some  loss,  but  the  Government 
apparently  thought  at  the  time  of  giving  the  contract  that  it  was  worth 
while  incurring  the  loss,  with  a  view  to  give  a  trial  to  the  system  which 
was  advocated  by  the  Excise  Commissioner.  It  is  not  possible  to  calculate 
the  annual  loss,  if  any.  The  agreement  provides  for  the  payment  of 
mel-labha:n  to  Government. 

(g)  A  quantity  of  1,11,390  maunds  of  salt  belonging  to  Mr.  Kara- 
yalar  was  lost  in  the  floods. 

(/;)  No.  The  contract  for  the  transport  of  local  salt  had  been  con¬ 
cluded  before  the  loss  by  the  cyclone  occurred. 

„  (i)  Mr.  Karayalar  petitioned  the  Excise  Commissioner  once,  but 

that  petition  does  not  relate  to  the  salt  concerned  in  the  contract  referred 
to  in  the  other  parts  of  the  question. 

The  following  additional  information  is  laid  on  the  table  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  contract : — 

Up  to  1095,  Government  were  selling  local  salt  at  Alleppey  from 
their  depdt  and  not  the  stock  required  therefor  from  the  factories  at 
Tamaracolam  through  transport  contractors.  At  that  time  Government 
were  realising  about  6  annas  per  maund  in  addition  to  duty  and  cost 
price  to  cover  wastage,  transport,  establishment  and  other  charges. 

In  1095  (22nd  April,  1920),  Government,  in  consultation  with  the 
then  Excise  Commissioner,  decided  to  give  a  trial  to  the  policy  of  levy¬ 
ing  duty  and  kndioila  alone  on  salt  and  leaving  the  transport  and  sale  of 
the  same  to  private  enterprise  and  accepted  accordingly  an  offer  from 
Mr.  Subrahmanva  Karayalar  for  the  transport  and  sale  of  Tamaracolam 
salt  at  Alleppey  for  three  years  in  such  quantities  as  might  be  fixed  from 
year  to  year  subject  to  tire  condition  that  he  should  pay  one  anna  per 
maund  to  Government  towards  charges  for  establishment,  supervision 
and  godowus. 

In  1095  and  109(3  the  output  of  salt  at  Tamaracolam  being  very 
small,  Government  were  unable,  to  perform  their  portion  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  and  it  was  therefore  agreed  between  the  Government  and 
Mr.  Karayalar  that  the  latter  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  contract  for 
three  years  from  1097. 

In  the  beginning  of  1097  there  was  a  stock  of  3,44,300  maunds 
of  salt  at  Tamaracolam.  Under  the  terms  of  the  agreement  the  Govern¬ 
ment  had  a  right  to  retain  a  reserve  stock  at  the  Tamaracolam  factories  to 
keep  down  local  prices  and  they  were  bound  to  sell  the  balance  to  Mr. 
Karayalar  for  transport  to  Alleppey.  But  the  needs  of  Trivandrum  did 
not  permit  this  being  done  and  effect  being  given  to  the  contract  in  1097 
also-  Mr.  Karayalar  then  sent  a  notice  of  suit  to  Government  under  Sec¬ 
tion  409  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Code.  Government  referred  the  notice  to 
their  Law  Officers,  who  recorded  the  opinion  that  there  was  a  binding 
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contract,  that  the  Government  had  committed  a  breach  of  the  agreement, 
that  Mr.  Karayalar  had  a  [airly  good  case,  that  if  allowed  to  go  to  a 
court  of  law,  ho  might  obtain  a  decree  for  damages,  and  that  a  compro¬ 
mise  with  him  would  be  the  best  under  the.  circumstances.  Accordingly, 
after  considerable  negotiation,  a  fresh  agreement  was  arranged  for  with 
Mr.  Karayalar  on  the  understanding  that  he  waived  his  rights  for  damages 
arising  from  the  non-iK'i'loi'nianc-e  of  the  original  contract  by  Government. 
Under  tlm  revised  agreement,  the  coni, raid  should  sulwist for  1098,  1099, 
1100  and  1101  and  the  amount  payable  to  Government  was  to  be  6  pies 
per  maund.  Mr.  Karayalar  should  take  delivery  of  3  Lakhs  of  maunds  of 
salt,  in  1093  and  such  quantities  iik  might  be  fixed  by  Government  in 
subsequent  years  from  the  factories  of  Tamara, colam. 

Before,  the  formal  agreement  could  ho  signed,  the  cyclone  of  the 
34th  Yrischikam,  1098,  destroyed  the.  stock  of  salt,  at  Tamaracolam,  and 
in  view  of  this  mishap  which  rendered  the  new  agreement  incapable 
of  performance,  it  had  to  be  still  further  altered.  As  finally  arranged 
the  following  arc  the  terms  of  Mr.  Karayalur's  contract  : — 

(i)  that  Mr.  Kura yalar  will  transport  and  sell  during  1098  not 
more  than  3  lakhs  of  n annuls  of  Tulieorin  salt  and  such  quantities  during 
the  three  succeeding  years  as  may  be  required  to  make  up  3  lakhs  of 
niannds  of  salt  each  year  when  taken  together  with  the  Tamaracolam 
salt  that  may  lie  declared  by  Government  to  be  available  for  transport 
to  and  sale  at  Alloppoy ; 

t.ii.1  that  he  should  sell  the  salt  at  Alleppoy  during  1098  at 
Bh.  Its.  2  as.  4  per  maund  and  that  he  should  pay  a  commission 
to  Government  of  one  anna  and  six  pics  per  maund  ; 

fin)  tliut  the  term  ot  tour  years  allowed  for  the  Tamaracolam 
salt  contract  should  be  reduced  by  the  number  of  years  during  which 
Mr.  Karayalar  is  allowed  to  transport  and  sell  Tutieorin  salt ; 

(iv)  that  the  sale  price  of  Tutieorin  salt  at  Alleppoy  for  1099  and 
for  each  of  the  subsequent  years  will  be  fixed  by  Government  at  the 
proper  time  according  to  the  prevailing  prices  of  salt  at  Tutieorin  ;  and 

(v)  that,  if  in  the  sale  at  the,  Alleppoy  depot  Mr.  Karayalar  fails 
to  conform  himself  to  the  issue  price  fixed  by  Government,  it  will  be 
open  to  Government  to  appropriate  the  remaining  quantity  of  salt  at 
Alleppoy  on  paying  10  annas  per  maund  to  him  and  sell  the  same 
through  Government  agency. 

It  has  to  be  noted  that  Bh.  Its.  ‘2  as.  4  was  fixed  as  the 
selling  price  of  salt  for  1098  as  there  was  no  home-made  salt  available 
at  Tamaracolam  for  transport  to  Alleppey  in  that  year  and  as  the  price 
of  both  Tinnevelly  and  Bombay  salt  at  Alleppey  at  the  beginning  of 
1098  stood  at  that  figure. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEKF  ( Nominated )  :  With  respect  to  part  (&), 
my  question  is  why  the  contract  was  not  put  up  to  public  auction. 
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PRESIDENT  :  That  is  given  in  the  reply  itself.  It  is  answered 
in  parts  («)  and  (/).  Government  wanted  to  try  that  system. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (. Nominated ):  Are  there  not  records  to 
show  the  reasons  why  it  was  considered  necessary  at  that  time  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 
Government  wanted  to  try  the  experiment  of  the  sale  of  salt  by  con¬ 
tractors  instead  of  undertaking'  it  direct  themselves. 

Me  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated):  With  reference  to  parts 
(e)  and  (/),  what  is  the  loss '? 

.  Mb  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretory  to  Government):  It 
is  stated  in  the  answer  that  it  is  not  possible  to  calculate  the  loss,  if 
any* 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  What  is  the  advantage, 
if  any,  in  giving  the  sale  of  salt  to  a  contractor  ? 

"  Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  :  It 
is  a  well-recognised  principle  that  Government  should  not  engage 
themselves  in  trade  wherever  private  agencies  can  be  had  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  ;  and  that  principle  applies  to  salt  also. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Has  it  not  ended  in  dis¬ 
aster  ? 

-  Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 
Government  are  not  aware. 

Mr.  Subrceh manna  Karayalar' s  Salt  Contract. 

73.  Me.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettu  nanur )  : 
Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  say  : 

(a)  whether  Mr.  S.  Subrahmanya  Karayalar  sent  any  notice  of 
suit  against  the  Government  towards  the  end  of  1098  or  the  beginning 
of  1099  for  damages  on  account  of  the  loss  of  salt  in  the  cyclone ; 

(b)  whether  any  new  concession  has  been  given  to  Mr.  Subrah¬ 
manya  Karayalar  for  the  transport  or  supply  of  salt  besides  the  con¬ 
cession  given  before ;  and 

(c)  what  the  approximate  loss  to  the  Government  under  the 
item  of  recoveries  on  account  of  the  concessions  given  to  Mr.  Subrah¬ 
manya  Karayalar  is  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  Yes.  But  he  withdrew  it  soon  afterwards. 

(b)  No  new  concession  has  been  given.  Mr.  Karayalar  has  been 
allowed  to  transport  and  sell  Tuticorin  salt  until  home  salt  becomes 
available. 

(c)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  part  (e)  of  ques¬ 
tion  No.  72. 
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Loss  of  8 -lit  to  Mr.  SubraJmrmi/a  Karayalar. 

74.  Me.  A.  HOOGEWKRF  {Nominated) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state ; 

(«)  the  quantity  of  salt  belonging  to  Mr.  Snbrahumnya  Karayalar 
and  other  salt  licensees  lost  during  the  recent  floods  ; 

(/;)  whether  if  is  a  fact  that  the  salt  was  allowed  to  remain  on  the 
platform  for  about  nine  months  or  so,  though  Mr.  Karayalar  and  other 
licensees  frequently  applied  to  (-roveminont  for  the  removal  thereof; 

(r)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Excise  Commissioner  eoinlemnod 
tile  salt  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  ;  and  # 

(d)  whether,  when  Government  li nn.ll y  ordered  th('  acceptance 
of  the  salt,  the  flood  washed  it  away  before  its  removal  ? 

Mn.  H.  PA, UAMESVA.ua  AIYAR  (Secretary  U,  (Lmrnmnty. 
(a)  The  quantity  of  salt  belonging  to  Mr.  Karayalar  lost  during 
the  recent  floods  was  1,11,390  mannds.  The  quantity  lost  by  the  other 
licensees  was  2,23,6G2  mannds. 

(/;)  The  usual  procedure  is  for  the  licensees  to  remove  salt  from 
the  ridges  to  the  drying  platform,  and  after  drying  it  there,  to  get  it 
weighed  and  stored  on  the  storage  platforms  under  the  supervision  of 
the  department.  Such  stored  salt  is  subsequently  removed  in  the  order 
of  the  date  of  manufacture.  The  salt  lost  in  the  cyclone  was  the 
balance  of  the  salt  manufactured  in  1097  and  in  the  Purattasi  Pani  of 
1098.  If  by  removal  from  the  storage  platform  the  member  means 
the  removal  of  the  share  of  salt  due  to  Government  after  accepting  it 
from  the  licensees,  it  has  to  be  stated  that  Government  are  not  bound 
to  accept  and  remove  the  share  due  to  them  sooner  than  they  need  it 
for  sale  or  transport,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  licensee  except 
Mr.  Subrahmanya  Karayalar  applied  for  such  acceptance  and  removal. 
His  request  was  not  granted,  because,  firstly,  he  did  not  comply  with 
the  rules  in  regard  to  storage,  and  secondly,  because  the  salt  was  not 
required  immediately  for  sale  or  transport. 

(<9  and  (d)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Purchase  of  Patent  Medicines. 

75.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state : 

(a)  the  amounts  spent  on  the  purchase  of  patent  medicines  during 
the  years  1097  and  1098  ; 

(//)  the  names  and  quantities  of  patent  medicines  purchased ;  and 
(c)  the  hospitals,  dispensaries  and  other  institutions  to  which  these 
patent  medicines  were  distributed,  together  with  the  names  and  quanti¬ 
ties  of  the  medicines  so  distributed  ? 
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Mb-  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  1097  ...  Rs.  371 

1098  ...  Rs.  244. 

(b)  Statements  *  furnishing  the  '^information  required  by  the 
.member  are  laid  on  the  table. 

(c)  These  are  not  ordinarily  issued  to  hospitals  and  dispensaries 
open  to  the  public. 

Salt  License  Agreement  ,beticeen  Government  and  the  Cape 
Comorin  Traffic  Company. 

76.  Mr.  N.  T1  AMAKRISHiS!  A  PILLAI  (Vail  vn  cum  Eitumanur )  : 

(a)  Was  the  salt  license  agreement  between  the  Government  and 
the  Cape  Comorin  Traffic  Company  revised  in  1090  or  1097  ? 

{b)  Was  the  kadkila  rate  increased  thereby  ?  If  so,  what  is  the 
Increase  and  what  are  the  reasons  for  the  same  ? 

(e)  Have  similar  privileges  been  extended  to  any  other  salt  licen¬ 
sees,  and  if  so,  to  whom  ? 

(d)  Has  the  above  company  agreed  to  construct  a  bund  ?  If  not, 
what  steps  have  been  taken  to  enforce  the  terms  of  the  agreement  ? 

(e)  Has  the  failure  of  the  company  in  not  executing  this  work 
contributed  in  any  way  to  the  recent  destruction  of  salt  in  the  adjoining 
alio  ms  in  the  cyclone  of  Vrischikam,  1 098  ? 

MR.  S.  PARAMESYARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to_  Government)  : 

(а)  The  agreement  with  the  company  was  not  revised  in  1090  or 
1097.  But  in  1095,  the  company  was  given  the  privilege  of  selling,  on 
payment  of  the  duty  and  cess  due  to  Government,  the  excess  salt  in 
their  factory  over  and  above  the  50,000  maunds  due  to  Government 
annually,  on  condition  that  they  completed  within  three  years  certain 
works  which  were'  necessary  for  the  development  ol  their  factory. 
After  the  three  years  the  quantity  of  salt  to  be  delivered  was  fixed  at 
75,000  maunds  a  year  instead  of  50,000  maunds.  Tbe  three  years’ 
time  granted  to  the  company  expired  by  the  end  of  1098.  But  the 
company  applied  for  a  further  extension  of  time  as  the  floods  of  Vris¬ 
chikam  1098  had  caused  great  damage  to  the  works  already  executed  in 
the  factory.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  Excise  Commissioner,  the 
company  has  been  given  a  further  extension  ol:  one  year’s  time  till  the 
end  of  1099  to  complete  the  above  works. 

(б)  The  lendieila  rate  has  not  been  increased. 

(c)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(d)  The  company  has  agreed  to  construct  a  bund  on  the  western 
Bide  of  its  factory. 

(e)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 


*  Vide  Appendix  I  A  and  B — page  340. 
Yol.  IV-  No.  5,  o. 
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Independent  S/i  op  System  in  Cochin. 

77.;  Ms,  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated)-.  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  independent  shop  system 
was  introduced  in  the  bordering  taluks  of  Cochin  about  ten  years  ago 
and  why  the  same  system  was  not  introduced  in  the  northern  taluks  of 
Travancore  at  that  time  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ); 

The  independent  shop  system  in  regard  to  toddy  appears  to  have 
been  introduced  in  the  Cochin  State  in  the  year  1002  M.  k.  The  great 
disparity  in  the  rates  of  tree-tax  prevailing  in  the  two  States'pvevented 
the  introduction  of  the  system  in  the  northern  taluks  of  Travancore. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated)  :  Why  were  not  the  biennial 
contracts  from  1094  to  1099  in  the  northern  taluks  given  on  the 
independent  shop  system  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ) : 
The  answer  is  given  there: — “  The  great  disparity  in  the  rate  of  tree- 
tax  prevailing  in  the  two  States  prevented  the  introduction  of  the  system 
in  the  northern  taluks  of  Travancore.  ” 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  It  is  stated  that  the 
system  was  introduced  in  Cochin  in  1092.  There  were  three  biennial 
contracts  after  that.  Why  was  not  the  independent  shop  system  in- 
•  troduced  in  the  northern  taluks  of  Travancore  also  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) :  The 
disparity  referred  to  still  continues.  That  is  the  reason  why  it  was  not 
introduced  in  the  northern  taluks  of  Travancore. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated )  :  Are  the  Government  aware 
that  the  rentals  are  much  higher  in  the  Cochin  State  owing  to  the  small 
tree- tax  there  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government )  :  Yes, 
the  rentals  are  higher  there. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ) :  Are  the  Government  aware 
:  that  the  price  of  toddy  on  both  sides  of  the  border  is  equal  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government )  :  No. 

Male  Doctor  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Hospital,  Quilon. 

78.  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated )  :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  whether  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon  Mr.  Sankaranarayana  Aiyar, 
is  still  in  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Quilon ; 

(b)  whether  the  appointment  of  a  male  doctor  to  a  hospital  where 
the  in-patients  are  all  women  is  not  against  the  spirit  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  order  taking  away  the  charge  of  the  hospital  from  the  doctor  in 
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charge  of  the  District  Hospital,  Quilon,  and  placing  a  lady  doctor  in 
independent  charge  of  it ; 

(c)  whether  there  is  not  at  present,  in  the  Victoria  Hospital,  a 
lady  who  is  acting  as  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon  who  can  take  the  place  of  the 
male  doctor ; 

(d)  whether,  if  this  cannot  be  done,  a  lady  doctor  from  any 
other  hospital  cannot  be  transferred  to  take  Mr.  Sankaranarayaha 
Aiyar’s  place  in  that  hospital ;  and 

(e)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  this  officer  was  sent  to  help  the  lady 
doctor  who  was  new  to  her  work  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

( a )  Yes. 

( b )  This  institution  is  not  a  cjosha  hospital  and  the  members  of 
the  staff  are  appointed  as  determined  by  exigencies  of  service.  Women 
will  be  appointed  as  far  as  possible. 

(c)  The  female  Sub-Assistant  Surgeon  now  working  in  the 
Victoria  Hospital  was  posted  as  an  additional  assistant  as  one  Sub- 

'  -Assistant  Surgeon  was  found  insufficient  to  cope  with  the  work. 

(d)  No  female  medical  officer  is  available  for  transfer  to  the 
Victoria  Hospital  at  present. 

( e )  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  .(Nominated) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  say  whether  at  any  time  before  this  a  male  doctor  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Quilon  ? 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) 

Yes. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  May  I  know  the  name  of 
the  person? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  I 
do  not  remember  the  name. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Was  there  a  male  assistant 
doctor  before  Miss  E.  Samuel  took  charge  there  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  I 
,  must  call  for  the  information. 

MR.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Are  Government  aware 
that  the  charge  of  the  Victoria  Hospital  was  taken  away  from  Dr. 
Lakshmanan  because  he  is  a  male  doctor  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  No. 
it  was  not  on  that  ground  that  it  was  taken  away. 

"  "Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  On  what  ground  was  it  then? 

Mr-  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Governmen  ‘ 
Probably  there  was  a  lady  doctor  available  at  that  time,  and  so  she  wag 
put  in  charge  of  it  and  he  was  removed. 
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Me.  A.  HOOGEYVERF  ( Nominated ) :  Is  there  any  male  doctor 
in  charge  of  the  Women  and  Children’s  Hospital,  Trivandrum  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-.  No; 

Mr.  A.  IIOOGEWERP  (No  minated) :  Do  Government  contemplate 
keeping  this  male  doctor  in  the  Victoria  Hospital  until  another  female 
doctor  is  available.  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  P1RLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Gounrmnt)-. 
Yes,  till  another  lady  doctor  is  available. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGI.OWKUI1'  (Nomina-ln!) :  Did  not  one  Miss  Jacob, 
an  M.  B.  &  B.  s.,  put  in  an  application  when  there  was  a  vacancy  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Ch-'ej  Scerelary  to  Government)-.  I 
have  no  information. 


Increase  in  the  K  re  he  Jtcvcnnr..  i 

79.  MR.  A.  IIOOGEWERP  (Nominate  1) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  how  much  of  the  increase  of  Rs.  20  lakhs  in  the 
Excise  revenue  claimed  to  have  been,  brought  about  by  the  present 
Excise  Commissioner  since  be  took  charge  of  the  department  has  been 
derived  from  (1)  the  enhancement  of  salt  duty  ;  (2)  the  enhancement 
of  duty  on  liquor  or  tree-tax. ;  (3)  the  enhancement  of  the  duty  on 
opium  and  ganja ;  (4)  the  enhancement  of  the  duty  on  other  articles  ; 
and  (5)  improvement  of  trade  conditions? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 

A  statement  furnishing  the  information  required  by  the  member  is 
given  below : . 

Items  of  Revenue.  Increased  amounts  derived : 


(1)  Salt  duty 

(2)  Tree-tax 
Duty  on  arrack 

(3)  Opium  and  Ganja 

(4)  Other  articles 

(5)  The  increase  in  revenue 
conditions  is  not  ascertainable. 


Rs.  Chs. 

...  5,73,109  23 

...  1,31,510  3 

...  2,47,125  13 

Nit. 

...  7,29,703  0 

account  of  improvement  in 


C. 

14 

5 

3 

"6 

trade 


Me.  A.  IIOOGEWERP  ( Nominated ):  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  the  duty  on  Coimbatore  and  Tinnevelly 
tobacco  was  raised  from  Rs.  90  to  Rs.  100  and  on  Jaffna  tobacco  from 
Rs.  100  to  Rs.  110  after  Mr.  Van  Ross  took  charge  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

Yes. 

MR.  A.  IIOOGEWERP  {Nominated):  What  is  the  increased 
amount  derived  by  the  enhancement  of  the  duty  on  tobacco  ? 

Me.  S'  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Seere tclry  to  Government)  :  The' 
total  enhancement  is  given  there/ 
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Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  {Nominated):  I  want  the  increased 
amount  from  the  rise  of  duty  on  tobacco  also. 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government)  :  I 
want  notice. 

Vechur  Primary  School. 

80.  Mr.  N.  EAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettu.i.anur): 
With  reference  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  8G  asked  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Legislative  Council  held  on  the  7th  August,  1923,  will  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  be  pleased  to  say : 

(a)  the  names  of  the  three  primary  schools  in  the  Yecliur  yakuthi 
which  are  open  to  all  classes  of  people ;  and 

(b)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  Pulayas  are  allowed  to  use  the  road 
which  is  nearer  the  temple  than  the  school  from  which  they  are 
excluded '? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVABA  AIYAB  {Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  1.  Vechur  Mar  Michael’s  Aided  Primary  School. 

2.  Vaikam  St.  Louis  Do. 

3.  Kallara  C.  M.  S.  Do. 

(b)  Pulayas  walk  along  the  road  referred  to. 

Travelling  Allowance,  etc.,  to  non-official  Legislative  Council  Members. 

81.  Mr.  N.  EAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI  {Vaikam  cum  Ethnmmr) : 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  say  what  the  expenditure  was 
on  account  of  travelling  allowance,  etc.,  to  the  non-official  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  during  1098  ? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government)  :  The 
amount  of  travelling  allowance,  etc.,  drawn  by  the  non-official  members 
of  the  Legislative  Council  during  1098  is  Ks.  11,880-4-9.  This 
amount  is  inclusive  of  the  travelling  and  other  allowances  to  non-official 
members  that  sat  on  the  various  committees  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Jenmi  and  Kiidiyan.  Bill. 

82.  Mr.  N.  EAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI  {Vaikam  cum  Ettimuumr)  i 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  say  whether  the  Jenmi  and  Kudi¬ 
yan  Bill  is  ready  for  introduction  in  the  Legislative  Council  ? 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
Bill  is  still  under  the  consideration  of  Government. 

Miss  Martin,  Dejnoty  Surgeon. 

83.  Mr.  N.  EAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) : 
{a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  on  what  principle 

they  fix  the  rank  of  an  officer  in  the  Civil  List  ? 

(b)  Is  it  a  faet  that  the  Darbar  Physician  has  recommended  that 
Miss  Martin  who  is  a  supernumerary  Deputy  Surgeon  be  placed,  last  in 
the  grade  of  Deputy  Surgeons  when  she  is  absorbed  in  that  grade  ? 
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(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  say  whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
Miss  Martin  occupies  the  thirteenth  place  in  the  list  of  Deputy  Bur- 
geons  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  The  following  are  'the  principles  according  to  which  rank  of 
officers  is  usually  fixed  in  the  Civil  List: 

(i)  Seniority  in  any  particular  grade  or  appointment  is  fixed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dates  on  which  the  officers  are  confirmed  in  those  grades 
or  appointments. 

(ii)  If  two  or  more  officers  belonging  to  the  same  cadre  are  pro¬ 
moted  on  the  same  day,  their  previous  rank  in  the  cadre  is  usually  fol¬ 
lowed  in  their  new  appointments. 

(iii)  In  the  case  of  officers  of  different  departments  taking  charge 
of  new  appointments  in  the  same  cadre  on  the  same  date,  rank  is  deter¬ 
mined  with  reference  to  their  substantive  pay  prior  to  their  appointment, 
or,  if  they  drew  the  same  pay,  with  reference  to  the  date  on  which  they 
began  to  draw  that  pay. 

(iv)  If  rank  could  not  be  fixed  in  any  of  the  above  ways,  the  total 
service  of  the  officers  would  be  taken  into  account. 

(v)  Exceptional  cases  will  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  merits 
of  each  case. 

(b)  Government  are  uot  prepared  to  disclose  the  .recommendation  e 
made  by  their  officers  in  the  matter  of  appointments  and  promotions. 

(c)  The  member  is  referred  to  page  16b  of  the  Civil  List  corrected 
up  to  the  1st  Chingam,  1099.  ■ 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  EUumanur): 
On  what  principle  was  Miss  Martin’s  rank  determined  ?  There  are 
several  principles  mentioned  in  the  answer. 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
-After  considering  all  the  principles. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  mean  the  rank  in  the  Civil  List  ? 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) : 
Yes,  Several  principles  are  given.  On  which  of  those  principles  was 
the  rank  fixed  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLA.I  {Chief  Secretary  to  Goveni'iicnt):  I 
claim  notice. 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  {Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) :  is 
it  a  fact  that  Miss  Martin  was  allowed  to  be  promoted  from  the  18th 
to  the  13th  grade?  -  '■  ; 

MB.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) 
She  was  supernumerary  and  she  was  put  in  the  regular  '  cadre  only 
recently. 
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PEESIDENT :  She  had  no  definite  number  as  she  was  super¬ 
numerary. 

Me.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikcun  cum  Ettimmn-ur) : 
May  I  know  whether  the  Government’s  order  appointing  Miss  Martin 
as  a  supernumerary  Deputy  Surgeon  was  correctly  carried  out  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
The  Government  have  treated  her  more  considerately  than  as  contem¬ 
plated  in  the  original  order. 


Applications  for  Tapping. 

84.  Mn.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) : 

( а )  What  is  the  proper  time  when  applications  for  tapping  trees 
hould  be  presented '? 

(б)  When  should  the  trees  included  in  the  applications  be  ■ 
Numbered  and  marked  ? 

(c)  Are  the  trees  being  numbered  and  marked  within  the  time 
.specified  ? 

(d)  Were  all  the  trees  included  in  each  application  numbered 
and  marked  in  the  years  1097  and  1098  within  such  time  ? 

(e)  If  not,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  place  and 
the  number  of  trees  at  each  place  which  were  not  numbered  and  marked 
within  the  proper  time  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  No  time  has  been  fixed  for  the  applications  for  licenses  for 
tree-tapping. 

(b)  The  trees  should,  under  the  rules,  be  numbered  and  marked 
within  three  weeks  from  the  date  of  issue  of  the  licenses  or  within  26 
.days  from  the  date  of  application. 

(c)  It  is  reported  that,  as  a  rule,  trees  are  being  numbered  and 
marked  within  the  time  specified. 

{cl)  and  (e)  All  the  trees  applied  for  during  the  months  of 
Chingam,  Kanni  and  Tulam  in  1097  and  1098  were  not  marked  before 
the  close  of  Tulam  in  those  years.  A  list*'  of  the  trees  so  left  unmarked 
:  after  the  close  of  Tulam  is  appended. 

Huzur  Employees  drafted  to  other  Departments. 

85.  Me.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  C. Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod ) :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement  showing 
the  names,  appointments  and  pay  of  the  persons  who  have  been  per¬ 
manently  drafted  to  other  departments  from  the  Huzur  Office  from 
1096  to  the  end  of  1098  ? 

.  Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

The  statement  t  required  by  the  member  is  laid  on  the  table, 

"  Vide  Appendix  II -page  341.  t  Vide  Appendix  Ill-page  34?. 
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Appendix  I  A. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No,  73. 


List  of  Patent,  Medicines  purchased  in  1097. 


Names  of  Patent  Medicines. 

Total  quantity 
purchased. 

Total  quantity 
expended. 

Adaline  Tablets 

Vials. 

2 

2 

Cactina  Pillets 

Vial. 

1 

1 

Elliman’s  Embrocation 

Bottle. 

1 

1 

Elixir  Alctris  Co. 

do. 

4 

4 

Sulphur  Bitters 

do. 

1 

1 

Syrup,  Grimanlt’s 

do. 

47 

15 

Zam-Buk 

Tins. 

3  „ 

Aletris  Cordial 

Bottle. 

1 

1 

Almateine 

do. 

1 

1 

Celerina 

do. 

1 

1 

Gripe  water 

do. 

1 

1 

Phospliodyne,  Lallor’s 

do. 

1 

Nil. 

Taka  Diastase  Liquid 

do 

8 

2 

Antiphlogestine 

'Tins, 

70 

9 

Appendix  I  B. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  73. 


List  of  Patent  Medicines  purchased  in  1098. 


Names  of  Patent  Medicines. 

Total  quantity 
purchased. 

Total  quantity 
expended. 

Celerina 

Bottles. 

6 

Nil. 

Elixir  Aletris  Co. 

do. 

21 

21 

Eno’s  Fruit- Salt 

do. 

12 

8 

Lactagol 

do. 

3 

3 

Manola 

do. 

3 

3 

Phospliodyne,  Lallor’s 

do. 

1 

2 

Tablet  Taka  Diastase 

do. 

1 

1 

Taka  Diastase  Liquid 

do. 

12 

3 

Iodine  Vasogen 

lb. 

1 

-i 

Antiphlogestine 

Tins. 

12 

17 
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Appendix  II. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No,  84 

List  showing  the  number  of  trees  applied  for  in  Chingam,  Kanni 
and  Tulam  1097  and  1098,  but  which  were  not  marked  before  the  end 
of  Tulam  of  each  year, 


No, 


Name  of  Lam 


No.  of  trees  not 
marked  before  tire 
close  of  Tulam. 


1097  j  1098 


2 

8 

4 

5 

6 


8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 


15 

16 
17 
IS 

19 

20 
21 
22 


Nagercoil 
Vilavankod 
Neyyattinkara  ‘ 
Ghirayinkil 
Quilon 

Kottarakkara 

Pattanapuram 

Shenkottah 

Kunnattur 

Karunagapalli 

Kartikapalli 

Mavelikara 

Chengannuv 

Pattanamthta 

Tiruvalla 

Ambalapuzlia 

Ettumanur 

Kottayam 

Changanachery 

Minachil 

Peermade 

Muvattupuzha 


428  840 

10  208 

20 

142  60 

79  626 

19  :  101 

12  171 

90  15 

91  50 

108  145 

87 

190  146 

125  87 

17  72 

236  .  211 

1007  1381 

227  107 

314  .  425 

5  321 

292  371 


Total 


3688 


5000 
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Appendix  III. 

Viac  Answer  to  Question  No.  80. 

List  showing  the  employees  of  the  Huznv  Office  drafted  to 
nth  ev  d apartments 


No.  i 

Names. 

Designation. 

Pay, 

1 

K.  Navavannn  Pandalai 

Secrotarv  to  Govern- 

Its. 

I 

ment. 

400 

T,  Ramalingam  Pillai 

1st  class  clerk 

80 

II.  Paramesvara  Aiyai' 

Do. 

85 

4 

S  Kanku  Aiyar 

Do. 

75 

M.  Lakshmana  Jiao 

2nd  class  clerk 

60 

6  ! 

S.  Hamaswami  Aiyar  .... 

Do. 

50 

7  1 

E.  Janawlana  Aiyar  ,..j 

Do. 

65" 

8  1 

S.  Damod  avail  Poti 

Do. 

50 

9  V.  Krishna  Aiyar 

Do, 

55 

10 

Ti.  Sivavama  Pillai 

Do. 

55 

11 

P.  Balakrishna  Pillai 

Do. 

50 

12 

N.  Padmanabha  Pillai 

Do. 

65 

13 

R.  Ranga  Rao  ...i 

Do.  , 

65 

14 

Iv.  Narayana  Pillai  ...I 

Do. 

50 

15 

R.  Dhariuaraja  Aiyav  ...j 

Record  Keeper 

60 

10 

K.  Subrahmanva  Sarina 

Do. 

60 

17 

N.  Sankavanarayana  Aiyav  ...| 

Lower  Grade  clerk 

30 

IS 

A.  1 7  Subrahmanva  Pillai  . .  .j 

Do. 

40 

19 

T.  K.  Janardanan  Tampi 

Do. 

:  30 

20 

A.  Narasimha  Pattav 

Do. 

i  25 

21 

Aundi  Chandrasekhara  Aivar  ... 

Do. 

:  30 

22 

N.  Sankara  Pillai 

Do. 

;  20 

23 

K,  Govinda  Variar 

Do, 

35 

24 

G.  Narayana  Pillai 

Do. 

i  .35 

25 

C.  N.  Battatiri 

Do, 

j  30 

26 

N.  Govinda  Panikkav 

Do. 

1  40 

27 

K.  G.  Narayana  Pillai 

Do. 

!  25 

28 

R.  Krishnan  Nair 

1  20 

29 

P.  Bliaskara  Pillai 

Hi  V.  R.  clerk 

1  40 

30 

Martanda  Pillai 

Do. 

!  22 

31 

P.  Raman  Pillai 

Typist. 

!  20 

32 

Pallichal  liaman  Pillai 

j  .8 

33 

Edapar.hanji  Krishna  Pillai 

Do. 

34 

Aranur  Krishna  Pillai 

Do. 

7 

35 

Bamaswami  Aiyar 

Do. 

7 

36 

Manakkad  Sivasankara  Pillai  ... 

Do. 

7 

37 

Padmanabhan  Poti 

Do. 

7 

38 

Marukil  Matevan  Pillai 

Do. 

8 

39 

Jagati  Narayana  Pillai 

Do. 

7 

40 

Easvaran  Govindan 

Do. 

7 

41 

Iielan  Kochappi 

Do. 

•  7 
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BEbOLU'JTOXS  ON  MATTEK8  OE  GENERAL 
PUBLIC  INTEREST. 

Friday  to  be  a  Public  Holiday  tor  Mahomedans. 


Mil.  M.  K.  KHADIB  PILLAI  ( Nominated )  ;  Sir,  I  beg  to  move 
the  following  resolution : 

:  This  Council  reco  amends  to  Govern  rent  that  Friday  be  declared  a 
holiday  for  the  Mahomedans  of  the  State. 

In  moving  the  above  resolution,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  make 
a  long  speach  in  support  of  the  subject,  since  it  does  not  affect  any  finan¬ 
cial  interest  of  the  State,  nor  is  it  calculated  to  offend  the  sentiments  of  any 
community  here.  What  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  this  Council  is 
a  purely  religious  matter,  and  as  such  no  lengthy  discussion  is  required 
to  convince  the  honorable  members  of  both  sides  of  this  House  of  tho 
necessity  of  bringing  such  a  matter.  The  Mahomedans  of  this  state  arc 
now  suffering  under  a  great  difficulty,  and  the  members  will,  I  am  sure, 
heartily  join  with  me  in  trying  to  get  this  difficulty  removed,  lhe 
Mahomedans  in  Travancore  are  not  in  any  way  behind  then- 
brethren— the  Hindus  and  the  Christians— in  their  loyalty  and  devotion 
to  His  Highness’  Government,  and,  consequently,  it  is  nothing  hut  just 
and  lawful  that  we  should  receive  the  support  of  this  House  m  a  request 
which,  if  given  effect  to,  will  greatly  help  to  contribute  towards  unity  and 
friendship  amongst  the  various  communities  of  this  liberal  and  progres¬ 
sive  State.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  civilised  Government  to  co-operate 
with  the  subjects  in  their  endevours  to  realise  all  their  legitimate  aspira¬ 
tions,  and  thereby  enhance  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people 
whom  they  govern.  Our  noble  and  illustrious  ruler,  His  Highness  the 
Maha  Baja,  with  such  a  capable  and  liberal-minded  Minister  to  advise 
him  in  all  matters  regarding  the  adminstration  of  his  State,  is  always 
ready  to  do  anything  which  would  be  conducive  to  the  attainment  or 


this  object, 

The  Hindus  and  Christians  of  this  State  are  granted  their  holy  days 
as  general  public  holidays  ;  for  example,  all  New  Moon  days,  Onam  days 
and  several  other  holy  days  of  the  Hindus,  and  all  Sundays  Christmas 
days  and  Easter  days  of  the  Christians  are  recognised  by  the  Government 
as  public  holidays,  I  assure  this  House  that  I  ain  only  glad  about  this 
concession  to  Hindu  and  Christian  sentiments ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
am  also  glad  to  say  that  a  few  of  the  Mahomedan  holy  days  aie  also  re¬ 
cognised  by  the  Government  as  general  public  holidays. 

I  houe  that  all  the  honorable  members  on  both  sides  of  this  House 
are  aware  of  the  fact  that  Friday  is  considered  by  all  Musa  mans  through¬ 
out  the  world  as  the  most  sacred  day  for  them.  Hence  it  wdl  <®ljbo  a  1m. 
of  time  if  I  attempt  to  make  a  long  disqu.sitmii  or it)  e 
prayer  is  not  for  a  general  public  holiday  on  inday,  but  on 1 that 
L  llA  he  declared  a  holiday  for  Mahomedans^  From 
can  he  seen  that  my  prayer  is  reasonable  and  acceptame.  u.n  101 
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honorable  friends.  Now  if  this  request  ol' mine  be  granted,  I  am  sura 
that  all  the  Mahouiedans  will  consider  it  as  a  great  blessing,  and  they 
will  be  enabled  to  observe  Fridays  in  the  manner  enjoined  by  their 
religious  doctrines. 

Mu.  P.  K.  NAliAYANA  P1LLAI  {AndmkqmAtu).  May  Imiow 
whether  all  Mahomedans  arc  obliged  to  attend  the  mosque  throughout 
the  whole  day-time  ? 

Mil.  M.’ K.  KHADIH  PILl'iAI  (Nominated)  ;  Only  at  prayer 
time. 

Mn.  P.  K,  NAHA  YANA  P1.LLA1  (AmbiUapuzha) :  At  what  time? 

Mu.  M.  K.  KHADIH  PILIjAJ  (Nominated):  Between  12  and 
2,  for  two  hours.  But  they  will  have  to  walk  several  miles  to  reach  the 
mosque.  y 

You  all  know  that  every  grown-up  male  Mahomedan  should  attend 
the  mosque  on  all  Fridays  for  his  prayers.  Now,  as  it  is,  they  are  com¬ 
pelled  sometimes  to  violate  this  rule,  much  against  their  will,  being 
forced  to  attend  law  courts  and -ether  public  offices  on  Fridays,  as  they 
cannot  but  comply  with  the  order's  of  such  courts  and  offices.  I  fully 
believe  that  the  honorable  members  of  this  Council  will  raise  no  objection 
in  recommending  to  the  Government  to  have  my  prayer  granted.  I 
Hope  that  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  if  I  state  here  the  underlying  princi¬ 
ples  that  enjoin  all  Mahomedans  to  observe  Friday  as  a  holy  day.  I 
may  not  be  taken  amiss  if  I  quote  a  few  lines  from  the  Koran,  our  Holy 
Scripture,  in  support  of  my  argument.  In  sunuat  62  of  the  Koran, 
occurs  the  following  passage.  I  am  afraid  that  the  honorable  members 
of  this  House,  with  the  exception  of  Sahib  Bahadur  S.  Adam  Sait  who 
is  not  present,  do  not  know  Arabic,  and  so  I  may  give  here  a  free  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  same. 

“  All  Mahuinedans  should  suspend  all  their  daily  work  as  soon  as  tliuy  hoar  the 
vesper  call,  generally  .known  as  Baunl-.,  and  at  once  go  to  the  mosque  to  attend,  the  re¬ 
ligious  congregation,  and  remain  (here  till  the  services  arc  over.  Any  violation  of  (his 
commandment  will  be  visited  with  the  divitio  wrath,  and  if  any  one  after  hearing  the 
coll  continues  his  mundane  work  without  attending  the  mosque,  ail  his  dealings  will  f.m 

Mn.  A.  MOOGEWFEF  ( Nominated )  ;  At  what  time  of  the  clay 
is  the  call  for  vespers  ? 

Me.  M.  K.  KHADIH  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  It  is  at  12  o'clock, 

In  another  part  of  the  same  holy  book,  it  is  stated  thus : 

“  If  any  one  does  not  attend  the  mosque  on  any  Friday  and  go  to  any  other  place 
outside  the  parish  of  which  he  is  a  member,  he  will  be  cursed  by  the  angels.  " 

This  commandment  of  our  Prophet  is  now  more  often  violated 
than  attended  to,  as  wc  are  often  compelled  to  attend  courts  and  ettt- 
chories  situated  far  away  from  otir  mosques,  in  obedience  to  the  various 
orders  of  Government  officials.  The  only  remedy  for  this  deplorable 
state  of  affairs  consists  in  our  being  granted  Friday  as  a  holiday. 
Again,  in  another  part  of  our. sacred  hook,  it  is  definitely  said  thus  I 
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“Tin;  numbur  of  Malumiedaus  ronnirucl  to  form  it  congregation  in  a  mosque  in  any 
place  on  Friday  is  forty,  who  arc  permanent  residents  under  tho  jurisdiction  of  Iho 
mosque  where  their  houses  arc  situated.  It  this  number  Could  not  lie  obtained  liy  the 
absence  of  any  one,  tlic  full  service  cannot  lie  gone  through,  and  the  man  who  causes 
this  obstruction  will  lie,  hold  responsible  before  God  for  tin'  nun -performance  of  the 
service  and  he  will  got  double  punishment,  for  his  fault.  " 

The  necessity  for  our  compulsory  attendance  in  the  mosque  of  our 
own  parish  can  be  clearly  seen  from  the  following : 

■‘If  anyone  attends  any  other  mosque  than  his  own  on  any  Friday.  Ik-  w  ill  not  he 
i-uuntod  as  one  among  the  forty  who  should  attend  that  mosque,  and  though  ho  is  per¬ 
mitted  to  join  others  in  their  services,  he  cannot  bo  expected  to  have  complied  with  the 
stipulations  of  the  Koran''. 

Hence  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  he  must,  under  all  circum¬ 
stances,  attend  his  own  mosque  on  Friday  for  prayers.  This  doctrine 
of  our  religion  is  tut  important  as  any  other  found  in  the  Koran. 

There  are  many  more  passages  in  our  Holy  Book  to  be  mentioned 
ill  connection  with  the  sacrcdness  of  Friday,  but  I  shall  confine  my¬ 
self  with  quoting  two  more  passages  : 

“God  in  with  him  who  obeys  his  ouramaudmouts  and  also  with  those  who  help  him 
in  discharging  hin  religious  duties”. 

Again : 

“He  who  does  not  strictly  obc\  the  commandments  of  find,  is  certainly  accursed 
and  will  have  to  undergo  ihe  divine  punishment''. 

The  above  are  some  of  the  many  doctrines  contained  in  our  sacred 
book,  and  every  true  Mahomedan  is  bound  to  act  up  to  those  principles. 

Now  I  hope  that  the  honorable  members  are  convinced  how  ag¬ 
grieved  the  Mahomedans  are  at  present  and  how  they  are  often  com¬ 
pelled  to  act  against  their  religious  feelings  and  precepts, 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  {Chenganwir  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  :  May  I  know  whether  Mahomedans  are  compelled  to  attend 
butcheries  and  schools  on  Friday  afternoons  at  present '? 

Mr,  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Xonina./ed) :  They  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  attend  not  only  in  the  afternoons  but  at  all  times. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Xmuinatctl) :  Does  the  Koran  say  that 
schoolboys  should  attend  the  mosque  '?  .  1  _ 

Mb.  M.  K,  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Nomrml&l t:  They  are  not 
compelled. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( J ,  Map  u  aha) :  May  I  know 
if  this  resolution  of  Mr.  Khadir  Pillai  covers  the  case  of  convicts  in 
prisons  as  well  as  under-trial  prisoners '? 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  ( Nominated );  If  Government 

grant  that  concession  to  them  also,  it  will  be  welcome 

.1  admit  that  there  are  certain  difficulties  to  be  met  with  in  grant¬ 
ing  my  pi-aver.  These  difficulties  can  be  easily  avoided  by  adjusting 
official  business  in  such  a  manner  that  the  presence  of  any  Mahomedan 
in  any  public  office  may  be  conveniently  required  either  on  Thursday 
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or  on  Saturday.  If  such  an  arrangement  be  made  with  the  presidign 
officers  of  the  several  departments  of  tfovcrmucut,  the  problem  is 
easily  solved.  By  doing  so,  no  interruption  will  be  caused  to  the  regular 
conduct  of  the  ordinary  course  of  business  in  the  various  departments 
of  the  State,  as  the  number  of  cases  in  which  the  presence  of  Maho- 
medans  as  parties  and  witnesses  is  required  will  not,  I  hope,  be  more 
than  five  per  cent. 

Another  fact  1  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  this  Council  in  con¬ 
nection  with  my  resolution  is  that,  my  prayer  for  making  Friday  a  holi¬ 
day  is  purely  for  religious  purposes  and  not  for  enjoying  the  day  as  a 
day  for  amusement. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominate'/) :  hoes  Mr.  Khadir  'Pillai 
want  a  holiday  for  the  Mahomedan  students  also  ? 

Mm.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Nominated)  :  No. 

PRESIDENT  :  If  it  is  a  holiday  for  Mahouicdans  gencniHy,  it 
will  cover  Mahomedan  students  also. 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  ( Nominated )  :  No,  Sir ;  .1  do  not 
mean  that. 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agastiscaru,,,)-.  May  I  know  if  my 
friend  wants  to  give  a  holiday  to  a  Mahomedan  .Judge  for  the  whole 
day  ? 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Nomimte.l):  A  whole  day  is  not 
necessary.  The  courts  will  be  situated  in  towns ;  he  can  go  to  the 
mosque  and  come  back  in  an  hour. 

Mb,  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ) :  May  I  know  what  ho  pro¬ 
poses  for  Mahomedan  teachers '! 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI:  (Nominated) :  L  do  not  say  that 
they  must  be  exempted,  because  almost  all  the  schools  will  be  in  towns, 

Mb,  A,  HOOGEWERE  (No  ninatcl)  ;  Does  lie  not  want  to  give 
the  benefit  of  the  holiday  to  the  teachers  ? 

-  ■  Mr.  M,  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (No  niiuited):  No,  not  for  the 
Whole  day. 

Kao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Dipiity 
(President)  :  Do  I  understand  Mr.  Khadir  Pillai  to  suggest  that,  in  places 
Where  there  are  no  Mahomedan  mosques,  they  should  have  a  full  holi¬ 
day,  while,  in  other  places  such  as  towns,  no  full  holiday  need  be 
given  ? 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Nona  no  ted) :  No,  not  so.  I  shall 
explain.  At  Pcrumbavur,  there  is  a  Munsift’s  court;  the  jurisdiction 
goes  to  about  30  or  10  miles,  If  a  Mahomedan  is  summoned  to  go 
to  Perumbavnr,  he  will  have  to  go  early  in  the  morning  and  can 
return  home  only  in  the  evening.  There  is  no  mosque  at  Perr.mbavur. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANG  AE  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  So  he  requires  a  full  holiday, 
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Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Nominated) :  I  hope  the  fore¬ 
going  reasons  will  sufficiently  convince  this  House  of  the  reasonableness 
of  my  resolution,  and  they  will  spare  no  pains  to  make  my  efforts  a 
success. 

I  therefore  earnestly  request  the  honorable  members  of  both  sides 
of  this  House  to  assist  me  in  achieving  my  long-cherished  desire  and 
thus  confer  upon  all  the  Mahomedans  of  this  State  a  boon  which  will 
help  them  to  extricate  themselves  from  their  present  anomalous  position, 
and  win  the  gratitude  of  a  most  loyal  and  law-abiding  section  of  the 
subjects  of  His  Highness  the  Mafia  Raja,  our  benevolent  sovereign. 

PRESIDENT  :  Js  the  resolution  seconded  ? 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastisvaram ) :  I  am  going  to  second 
it.  In  the  light  ol'  the  speech  made  by  my  friend  Mr.  Khadir  Pillai  and 
In  the  light  of  the  answers  given  by  him  to  the  various  questions  which 
tyere  asked  by  the  members  of  this  Council.  I  beg  to  second  the 
motion. 

PRESIDENT  :  Do  you  second  the  motion  as  it  is  on  the  agenda? 

Mb..  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  iAgastixram'n)  :  No,  not  exactly  as  it 

PRESIDENT ;  That  is  not  the  rule.  You  must  second  the 
resolution  as  it  is. 

Mb.  PAUL  Y.  DANIEL  (Agastisrarum)  ;  Then  I  beg  to  second 
the  resolution  as  it  is,  so  that,  I  may  offer  it  before  the  House  for  dis¬ 
cussion. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGFAYERF  (Nominated):  Sir,  as  I  said  before,  im¬ 
position  with  regard  to  my  two  neighbours  is  a  difficult  one.  ( La  ugh  ter.) 
The  other  day  I  had  to  oppose  my  left-hand  neighbour's  proposition 
about  cow-killing.  There,  I  had  to  deal  with  the  religious,  the  economic 
and  the  humanitarian  aspects  of  the  question.  To-day  it  is  only  the 
religious  aspect  that  has  to  be  considered. 

To  come  to  the  point,  I  am  sorry  I  have,  to  oppose  the  motion  as  it 
stands.  From  the  answers  elicited  from  Mr.  Khaclir  Pillai,  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  that  what  he  wants  is  a  concession  only  in  the  case  of  witnesses  and 
clients  who  have  to  come  from  distant  places.  He  wants  others  who 
live  in  towns  to  be  exempted  only  between  12  o’clock  and  2  o’clock. 
The  Mahomedan  Sabbath  does  not  appear  to  be  the  same  as  the  Chris¬ 
tian  and  Jewish  Sabbaths.  The  Christian  Sabbath  begins  from 
12  o'clock  on  Saturday  night  and  ends  at  12  o’clock  on  Sunday  night. 
The  Jewish  Sabbath  begins  from  6  o'clock  on  Friday  evening  and 
closes  at  G  o’clock  on  Saturday  evening  as  is  seen  from  the  Jews  closing 
and  opening  their  shops  at  those  hours. 

.  I  do  not  know  what  the  Koran  says  with  regard  to  the  Mahomedan 
Sabbath-  But  it  is  only  the  noon  service,  it  appears,  that  has  to  be 
attended  and  schoolboys  are  not  obliged  to  attend  it,  whereas,  among 
Christians,  children  above  the  age  of  seven  have  to  attend  the 
divine  service  on  Sundays  and  other  holy  days.  I  also  see  the  Chain i 
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bazaar  opening'  soon  alter  the  mosque  service  at  2  o’clock,  So,  the 
question  practically  comes  to  this,  namely,  that  Mahomedans  in  towns 
should  have  two  hours’  concession,  and  clients  living  far  away  from  towns 
should  not  he  obliged  to  attend  courts,  etc.,  on  Fridays.  Otherwise,  the 
motion,  as  it  stands,  is  impracticable.  While  Christians  and 
Hindus  have  to  work  for  six  days  in  the  week,  Mahomedans  will  have 
only  to  work  for  live  days.  The  Director  of  Public  Instruction  will  raise, 
a  hue  and  cry  if  Mahomedan  teachers  do  not.  attend  school  on  Fridays 
and  leave  the  classes  to  look  after  themselves,  doming  to  a  judge  or  a 
magistrate,  the  cases  in  the  court  will  suffer  if  they  are  to  work  only  five 
days  in  the  week.  This  difficulty  has  to  lie  faced.  I  am  glad  to  see 
Mi'.  Khadir  Pillai  reducing  his  motion  to  a  more  modest  one. 

Mr.  M.  N.  I’J.LLAI  (Trirandrum) May  I  know  what  the 
practice,  in  British  India  is  ? 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  wants  to  know’  what  the  practice 
in  British  India  is. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGrEWERF  ( Nominate d)  :  I  do  not  know. 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Hoogewerf  says  he  does  not  know. 

Mr,  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) ;  I  want  to  know  it  from 
Mr.  Ivhadir  Pillai. 

PRESIDENT.  You  can  ask  him  a  question  only  when  he  is 
replying. 

Mr.  A.  HOOG-EWERP  (Nominate'!)  •  Isnpportthemotionwith 
the  qualification  that  clients  and  others  who  arc  in  towns  may  be  asked 
to  attend  only  after  '2  o’clock  and  others  living  at  a  distance  may  not  be 
forced  to  attend  the  court  on  Fridays,  while  the  Mahomedans  in  public 
offices  may  be  allowed  to  attend  service  between  12  and  2  and  make  up 
the  two  hours  earlier  in  the  day,  because  it  is  not  fail:  that  non- 
Mahomedans  should  work  for  more  hours  during  the  week  than  their 
Mahomedan  brethren. 

Rev.  Fr.  KURIAKOSE  VETTIKKAPALLI  (Todupusha  cum 
Knmdtnad)  :  Sir,  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  the  religious  senti¬ 
ments  of  other  communities.  But  from  what  I  understood,  Mr.  Khadir 
Pillai  lias  not  succeeded  in  proving  that  the  Mahomedan  religion  requires 
of  its  adherents  an  entire  rest  on  Fridays  or  that  it  prohibits  all  kinds  of 
work  on  that  day.  All  he  said  was  that  attendance  in  the  mosque  at  a 
particular  time  on  that  day  is  required  by  tlreir  religion;  and,  if  my  infor¬ 
mation  is  correct,  1  understand  some  provisions  have  been  made  and  some 
circulars  have  been  sent  to  the  effect  that  all  convenience  and  facilities 
should  be  afforded  to  the  Mahomedans  in  the  public  service  to  fulfil  this 
duty.  So  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  granting  a  further  concession  ns 
now  required  by  the  member. 

Further,  I  beg  to  say  that  it  will  not  only  dislocate  business  in  the 
public  service  as  well  as  in  the  schools,  but  it  will  also  be,  against  tlie 
interests  of  the  community  itself,  because  the  authorities,  I  am  sure, 
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will  think  twice  before  they  take  into  service  persons  who  work  only 
five  clays  instead  of  the  usual  six  days  in  the  week-  Under  these  cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  am  sorry  1  have  to  oppose  the  resolution. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alanyad  cum  Pantr) :  Coming 
from  a  constituency  where  there  is  a  good  number  of  Mahomedans  and 
being  specially  requested  by  many  of  them,  I  think  that,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  my  friend  Mr.  Khadir  Pillai  has  chosen  this  nick  of 
time  for  advancing  a  religious  question,  it  is  my  duty,  whose  religion 
has  been  represented  to  be  the  most  tolerant  of  all  the  religions  in  the 
world,  to  side  with  my  friend  in  fully  supporting  his  resolution. 

Sir,  some  of  my  friends  who  opposed  the  resolution  bring  in  a  pica 
that  the  adding'  of  one  more  holiday  to  the  usual  holidays  will  not  be 
convenient  or  conducive  to  efficiency.  I  do  not  think  that  kind  of  argu¬ 
ment  will  hold  good.  For,  if  Christians  and  Hindus  can  be  given  any 
number  of  holidays,  I  do  not  see  why  these  people  who  form  but  a 
small  minority  in  the  State  should  not  be  given  the  facility  which  my 
friend  asks. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEKF  (Nominated)  :  Will  not  the  Mahomedan 
Government  servants  have  to  work  only  five  days  instead  of  six  days 
like  all  others  ? 

Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  {Alanyad  cum  Famr)  :  No.  He 
never  asked  that  all  the  officials  should  be  given  full  holidays. 

PRESIDENT :  But  the  resolution  means  that,  Mr-  Govinda 
Menon. 

Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alanyad  cum  Parur)  :  For  my  part. 
I  fully  support  the  resolution.  Mahomedans  have  got  every  right 
to  demand  a  holiday,  because,  according  to  the  quotations  given  by  un¬ 
friend,  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  see  that  each  religion  is  treated  as  we 
would  expect  our  religion  to  be  treated. by  other  people. 

Rao  Bahadur  1£.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President)  :  As  I  was  listening  to  Mr.  Khadir  Pillai,  I  conclud¬ 
ed  that  his  real  requirement  was  that  Mahomedan  parties  and  witnesses 
might  be  exempted  from  attendance  on  Fridays.  If  he  is  prepared  to 
modify  his  original  resolution  on  the  linos  developed  in  the  discussion, 
I  think  the  House  may  whole-heartedly  support  his  motion, 

Mb,  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Nomhiated)  ■  I  accept  t-lic  amend¬ 
ment. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  does  not  propose  any 
amendment.  ,  1 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A,  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President)  :  As  I  was  listening  to  him,  Sir.  I  felt  that  it  was  a  real  diffi¬ 
culty  that  the  Mahomedan  community  had  to  face  in  the  matter  of  attend¬ 
ance  at  Friday  service.  Though  the  resolution  as  stated  is  a  very  largo 
measure,  I  felt  that  his  requirement  would  be  satisfied  il  the  House  ac¬ 
cepted  a  modified  resolution  that  Mahomedan  parties  _and  witnesses 
should  he  exempted  from  appearing  in  public  offices  on  Fridays.  If  ho 
is  allowed  to  modify  his  original  resolution  on  those  lines,  I  think  there 
is  absolutely  no  objection  to  the  House  accepting  it. 
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[Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai.] 

PRESIDENT  :  Put  even  in  regard  to  that  proposition,  there  arp 
other  aspects  to  be  considered. 

Kao  BAHAJrtJK  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  I  am  merely  suggesting  what  strikes  me  as  a  satisfactory 
solution  of  the  minimum  requirement  of  the  Mahomedan  community 
without  seriously  dislocating'  public  work. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  would  perhaps  like  to  hear  what  the  official 
side-  Iras  to  say. 

Mit.  li.  KRISHNA  PILGAI  (Chief  Sec  re  tarn  to  (government) : 
Sir,  1  bog  to  oppose  the  resolution  in  its  present  shape.  The '  Object  of 
the  mover  in  urging  the  Government.  to  declare  Friday  as  a  public 
Inliday  in  the  case  of  Mahoincdans  is  to  enable  them  to  go  to  the 
mosque  and  join  in  the  jun.a  prayer.  It  is  true  that  that  prayer  is 
obligatory  on  ill  I  Mahomedaus  and  that  it  is  looked  upon  by  them  _ as 
particularly  sacred.  Hut  the  question  is  whether  a  full  day  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  saying  the  prayer.  The  mover  himself  concedes  that  they 
need  not  have,  a  full  holiday  except  in  the  case  of  the  people  living  in 
places  where  there  are  no  mosques.  Yesterday  was  a  Friday  and  the 
mover  who  is  an  orthodox  Mahomedan  was  able  to  attend  the  Council 
the  whole  day,  except  for  a  few  intervals- 

Ho  far  as  courts  and  public  offices  arc  concerned.  Government 
have  laid  down  that  leave  of  absence  for  one  hour  should  be  allowed  to 
all  Mahomedan  parties  and  witnesses  and  such  of  the  Mahomedan  em¬ 
ployees  as  may  apply  for  it-,  the  period  being  fixed  with  reference  to 
t.lic  time  at  which  prayers  are  said  in  the  local  mosques.  In  the  case 
of  Mahomedan  pupils,  the  noon-day  interval  is  fixed  at  two  hours, 
Thus,  every  reasonable  facility  is  being  given  to  Mahoincdans 
to  offer  their  prayers  on  Fridays.  Friday  is  not  a  holiday  in 
British  India,  Mysore  or  Cochin.  That  being  the  ease,  Government 
are  not  satisfied  as  to  the  necessity  for  allowing  Friday  as  a  full  holiday 
for  Mahomedaus.  Government,  however,  have  no  objection  to  request 
the  High  Court  to  consider  the  desirability  of  not  summoning  witnesses 
and  parties  on  Fridays  as  far  as  possible.  In  view  of  this  assurance,  I 
hope  the  mover  will  find  his  way  to  withdraw  the  resolution. 

Mit.  M.  K.  KHADIJK  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  With  the  assurance 
that  (louder,  /dense)  the  High  Court  will  be  requested— 

PRESIDENT  :  The  High  Court  will  be  requested  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  instructing  the  courts  not  to  summon  Mahomedan 
witnesses  and  parties  on  Fridays,  as  far  as  possible. 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIE  ITLLAl  (Nominated) :  “As  far 'as  possible'1 
should  he  removed, 

PRESIDENT  ;  That  iu  what  is  stipulated  on  behalf  of  the 
Government, 

Mi:.  P.  Tv.  NARAYANA  ITLLAl  Liluhakipiuha)  :  Mav  I  know, 
.  when  there  is  an  urgent  necessity  to  arrest  a  person  under  warrant  ph  a 
Friday,  whether  Mr,  Khadir  Pillai  would  object  to  that  person  being 
arrested  on  that  day  ? 
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PRESIDENT  :  “As  far  as  possible”  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
provide  for  such  exceptional  cases-  Are  you  prepared  to  withdraw  the 
resolution  ? 

MR.  M.  K,  KHADIIt  PILLAI  {Nominated) ;  Yes, 

The  resolution  was  by  leave  withdrawn. 


Revision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Sri  Mu  lam  Popular  Assembly  , 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Kunjitomman’s .  resolution  is  as  follows: 
This  Council,  recommends  to  the  Government  that,  with  a  view  to 
enhance  the  usefulness  of  the  Sri.  Mutcim.  Popular  Assembly  and  in  order 
to  make  it  more  representative,  all  persons  paying  a  nearly  tax  of  one 
rupee  or  more  be  empowered  to  vote  and  that  the  Assembly  be  r liven  the 
power  to  interpellate  and  move  resolutions  on  all  administrative  matters. 

Mb.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  ( Muratiuprlut ) :  gdjl^p.'o  g_) 

S8ora>@CQ>6>s  (Q_)8arD®cc<8«sKT>cc8o  6)aja@aaoigjo«nlaSlcoj(8iO'iO)CQ)o  moeia) 
AiSlaoj  SiTmotinoloDogri  ©<03  (gjo-io  (fttOonTIgaaioaiaa  QisxflaejOo  aacnuo 
craoao  <oft(06»sfiJYo>§cBQCtr> ao  rroJOfwiQ^o  ao^6maacnoo  g-jssorrusauWi 
(5iaiogj6saoo  eraoQlcaaemanlafDo  g-jsaaresBOo  <mnai<©<ol^<nGcmrm!n3o 
arsaicejoooo  oo^),6ms>2cinoo  §do  esroc r.o  a3qj<$>sn6©aoii>oWax)s  oolo-n 
(tooaxu^cno.  §a<tno6rr3°  o®aabo  g-jaaoro. 

©cmoaanocnil  ©(OBi0o_is-  cafflQ'^lasatoaaa oid&nfesl  eai3§oj.e>oooo 
®ce)0§Q9a6maacragg.fwlaoi)O  c&sfflanoafljwigjool  g-ja^orriheffloo. 

6>«m  Koo65Bgjlffi&  OJ6Jlo2)  ajffljo  goGg-psacfftm  crSlejcoikiag.  c-ai0|ftic6>3 
c/8o  gg^otcuriQJffloarA 

(tygd?5'^.6S(80Q)o  ®o©g-|f£bl<!5&  coooojloaaoQ'/Braltst  oiwfrxtsjj^sagi. 

PVaj  cru£5sooo)ces)Oas(5seoQ/3  g^rdilrnlcjSlAiaosirn’  gogg-pOo  gg?lcg,aJog-j 
ffioan@0Q)i?rcj6Wi^§«8  gDu-  coaiAsrroaaaiiolcii  oolcnoo  cao^cmnu  aso^ 
ffiufil(a6©o_i§  .allaiaro  i^sl  ns)lroasroifO)§«flacnoasn§alejo  rtnnoiro  ®K5  evoa 
aocs)3o(X65aao(ts6^sl  (tj as sflnagiflaffioj §003.01  (aa>!cQ;«r)@o  q® 

gja  cii£g<toOd3&3o  o®gjo  omDlunloailajgsaicBao  (c^'%eJo(sy83Drru@n:'(a$ 
ravsffls/aas  gj<inicrMtfc®©6na.Tr>‘'  (srogla^oolcasiOTracesiaisfno  cyj4icnifia.aj 
«ai6n§iTOoQJtg/aosnou.  n_jocffl(i>  i^rtMroomaasko  a®£joeu£0 

iSialejt^gg.  oro3aoogj9?oo6ffl30oc6ao  <©6a3^ffls*o®6SBgn^^®|5Wc'fn®'kK> 
ffljlmaswmn^tgroi'lgaa  gpnla5)a5hftc>o  gasramn  orlruorolas 
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[President.] 

oiooi)  cftty'cpjomdj)0  ffligooJDtmsjtDSoam .  rsitKinb  ruga®  mie^sasmlejo 

ce.sjlerm^^fomajffliaosino .  (srooKtsas  cei0^j6®30o  ggsera 

arncfflaa  miSt&al&JoaTo  igjemjcSjo  «coQ)cokd3sisri§@0 .  <mt>oJ«ss)S  cvuo 

cornl^s!  OTOJ.isniaaatcSlanbo  ^ao<nil(ts6  aca>OGtt'§m®3om(TS]cnu  ^ 
r^jaioviD  e(oj©c9)0ocn]fflro?lffl3(VV)(aiOOT'“.  (monucisas  0-00.0000)0  i^sl  as>sn§ 
o&Isoj  (a-jS2onru@a5]®6  oiroocrb  crooaSli^g  nrporrogg,  ailajoioo  aaoaii'tzo 
oOi36n§)ffinsisin§(a.'n),ooj(>o;)0O6mu. 

Me.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  ( Kariinar/apaUi )  :  o.jo.QassfflS 
cpjo  o_iooo)®3CfS(X))o  p^soflroi  ass  (gg->  loog^ea^  ceiftoufllgBaigaaB ojA  a® 

(@Q3)Sttl  ? 

Me.  TABIATU  KUNJ1TOMMAN  ( Miivattupir-ha ) :  @  0  <@o.j 

.Oimo^ffljaicQjgeaiaiQiflsioOo  <wooS1  acssti^0.  te>6ro<fiG3<sc'ooc0s>'loQ)o<a6  oo'oau 
oo)aoa£)o-iO(n)oo. 

^aslaooajoaiz  o®gjo  KoossaOocBSo  roo8|)ce>oc&jssBa1(Ci6  sv<03  aj®> 
a6n§crra  oi®3ig®cnr)@u  ®o^<?<fla3a<ma>lcrc>  a^gooojo  (moTO)oaiGg)ao«rnu. 
cO)CgJi<flfti2(ac80Q)o§(^sloo)(oo^)i§raGm(t3Y!3)loo  gDgg  avaooaaaoano0.  (wesBiass 
aogjosnnlaaj  eiosroaogjtwnlffii  (tJ)6S80ot9ao  o.je&asreonoo  ®T>ra>|<oi> 
rowasssas  n-jexmej  a[14]ojoleo9asn§ro»oaar)moo  aaa  esmocoo  ao-io^Kco 
ffasgflroi)  oj(®<8fflrmsre^u  ad<B gjocmarotmaW  aiq^oob  cuoslgjo 

<s*aacmo6iro .  83oo6assf|(o6  (f§(olo_]c9fii<airm)at>o  goeg-josyacora  cnjaicmn 
ao4o@^os^oiif9«rl<^®n§Oc95r<T>fi^c1ia  fcns^aocdl]  col^mo. 

Me.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  {.Vaikmii  cum  Ettiimavur) : 
&o<5(do(@o_so  camot^<e^cmcy(8c9fe  ojosss  aaicmailoo  «e>o<o6noffli30o  ai 
gj@£3«sn§o  ? 

Me.  TABIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  ( Muvattupmha ) :  sraocA  msm 
aao  rolttenjonolceacTrilgj. 

Me.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaika-n  cum  E  ttiimanrir) : 
c9)fflo^l«sojcqj§g.ai(st8!n  <saio§ajc&,ouoo  acfl>o§c0aoo^  o®ciniH86n§o?  c8j<t)o<wl 
ro3aiffiai6maacno  coliaiicruoalagji&lttst  oiga®igS}‘prtn©6  ra-r®^<ftOoc9«?«ajo 
gojd&oooo  aenso*011®®^?  Si®3  (SS^uo  te>ffio  o®aTOajosrsr»®ilao  qj^j 
(Oje-witfecejoasmojo  a@sn§o  ? 

PBESIBENT :  Are  you  asking  why  it  is  necessary  to  insist  on  any 
property  qualification  at  all  ? 
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Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  .'PILLAI  (Vailrm  cum  Effin/.cofnir) : 
Yes,  Sir ;  and  why  theminimiun  of  one  rupee  is  fixed, 

Mr.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Murattiqnisha) :  6>sa  (gjo_io 
ctoi?o(B)'craajGQjgg.o.i<0&  ro^oasiroRsgnjQjcesOoDo  atfro^tmotai  aiga®  son 
6seOoc0©  aaoaxisxzoaro  <ssl@aasn®!=<0acYr)rg)laD  eaio|©x2.j^ocil)  cruocul 
c0Go,  ass  (@  ’-io  cft>fflo'o!)lci9ai''dj1^omro  (ajOffl^mWIajcrn  (^AOoceQo 
Q4S8o33O20;8t3o  eaiOgOJc&OC/Oo  acfcO^dSSCTn®0  gVDoSWo  OQgJS5106nt>°. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELG  ^PILLAI  {Trivandrum,  cum  Nedumanyad)'. 
ggS’JOy'actn©  cfc®o  SKSffloMioioa  c^rgaiajoasmEEblcci  ass  (ggojtxmoertt .  o_i 
dn§°  oioufrj-^sruroisaa  cdc9&  ass  ajaroa'oarro0.  sroaice&oiggsl  ac&o^tS® 
emaacra  alc^s)  ^aorolaroraosciai)  ailxLio®lcflacno86n§o  ? 

'  Ms.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvattujriuha):  q®ci6W 
o®gjoaicefeo  ac9j0§teacm^  m  eafaaofftf.  (.040^04 (sialaicrnisaa  o® 
gjo  iot^Vjj. Oocdao  o_5®3oaioaocafeo  saiogajcaoooo  aAo^tearro-isloD0  asaiQ-) 
eaooo  cnl6se0o  ac&0on§  o.icmo®6  tgi'Daot^ajlceacmouDjas  (^§sjroi]ss6  armo 
cnTl  ascSj  aaJOoSacmg  ao’oooocdilffiltSao.  ®®a{>ajnj>ls56  rolrrri1  mi® 
U o  armoosl  casOCG^oazcroai^  oflianrnQQiaa . 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLA1  ( Kottarahara  cum  Kunnat- 
tiir):  o«s  (@o_iDce  aaocealoi'oroi  o_iocn>&5  o4ejoo>ci  ^(tsejoai'ojssas  uyssl 
oo'.aSlc6)aa  cooiasniaaoiia  (sys(t§j<ft>o  ojog^aroeao? 

Ml).  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {Mvrattiqrinha): 

(J-ojosI-oj  raarmsm)olecn)6ni'woa"»tiu. 

n^raoaroajo  goao-pOo  §.gg.sj>:acr;c86toOo  oigas>  i^j§ssko6  aoJo 
@®co(£yo®)lcioic^o  asvBOcfeaamogg.©0  aS^owcazioori’.  rruoaoqy  88 
cossB^as  ^ao-jogasjrm  ailnjo®o  <?eB>aia-'o  gffisjococmoctzossas  c&og) 
aosm°  ®ogs  cfti0csia2cm:6mu.  gooifflloi  o-ii'seo  g.®Qjo<Xicaioo20«sas  o_io 
e  jrruaicqjo  anjeg)°  ro'6fflsOo  snjiiU'i£?il<^sn§o<j9amT  o_i6msiKn]  <06  ass  cuai)©) 
Q-iSso  (STLOJtfiQ  a^ossswf  tsraaissas  soorurmossas  ciolmnlroi  cuga® 
oBjcgiagJi  cfe^amoj  i^gssnSioJssaTD.  scr.saaOocSa  a  5  ;o©aos  tmssBOo 
tSfflo  ®o83|E)-.o^jsrrtiils56  sassesjfltoi  <si@stt>  ssno^ysslroiaS.cft) 

ag  falfflaiawa^staastawocffigg.  sioQJc&sooalrolcBanTig) ;  o®onogg.  eauo 
coo  aaisocfcrmm0  gfflrooaocfefflaoaa)  ass  c3  o^aocsflalcfiao.  siojw 
fanocoo  88COYI  oaoc^j«5TC)lrnlsts2)l(Of)  airorgrgornraloo  gogf  Sias 
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[Mr  TiU'iaki  Kunjilomman.] 
cQ)os rtf.  ojio^oj®k«1(C!5  e>ei|)ocmiicaao©)<o6  Jiil'UfEsms 

gjffiTrnlffltftaa^o  ®oq,o  ovoaocigjgaciossflj^as  ©Tatorawstaooocijo  s>a_i<i>(i8<ia 
ojo  aaoCwcsa  mo>0  cefuoal^j  l5ic6-aiSmosrnl(o'c3®rn‘)@u.  ooa^®s  oosjggf 
tj)Q_iDa)3naif2jo  ffl^aymoelaoroajo  gas  ao-rawoaoiMas  nvaaj  cuiaCSl^orofi 
t>ioi@s>a  (Do^(^mig’la)s6l«!)sri§Oc9)Qi5affi_, 

(Si2J03jssbOo  (8  oio^ceeicm.wk'rogg,  <mr>ci5lA>act>o  co^smaarrnofiro 
egJ3  (gjeatxjxwmlrof)  rofflT§oarwoTfl  a®§ool<i)«onr)(Tii'.  mvoimlrvoaa.  ca>o®6ro 
sseaa  o_iool  o.kwoc.  @qcI>I<d&  siaroo  <gy  wlookula^o  ounf  r 

<8®3  s>o%mOo  o-ioasorro,  (oj^Oo  eoismoj  csoooy  ffiojanoo,  argj^gj 
<©1«ai6mo  n06»cmo6)(B®  oao«gcnosr©“.  §D(B>taro  nmoGnJCTU^jy  ogj®o 
i8Q>io  ofueDSD^tamaco  aoa  aj6la_p|6>»ai>a,  eamculAortSl^o  oraao^mo 
«6j05mlceaOTaso|o.  ojoo^aiffi®>l®5  i&iy'sgjOCoauEioaaasas  mKsao^a^o 
tdDjsoarift  go@j)<*o5irB0  aiiil®  (^(m'ossro^snsocftornlgj.  go>xwgjoo 
ceSl^es^ocooruDoaossas  (gro^csatoi  enruojl^f  (arDciiA  i^aioamVao  <?0<spjo©§g> 
rtntojjyoarm,  aaejl(o6  oolon®  <d>kg0§  ra-raja?®®  cuorro  m  ocul^j  acOjOgtaaano®!1 
gooicBa  ayfflJAaagj.  qjqjoj1o^jsss§.o  goojci>  i^sog^sreoceso.  *1$ 
ffi^ocnoruooznci)  eayogalroi  rnlcrroo  c&lgrm  ®g)©6r®j)<£»  a06Sieaooc£8o  m 
$\dtoigQ2>oab  aagiaaiaafi  QJ®oea»lc3®3snacT®.  o®omoffl6  e.£U0aJ(gg8a-J 
6m  coojAsn&aaaAolaoo  6asgBlacnoQ)aB  (woXrtnlcOjCo  (gj®9o6Vulc8>Oo(D<a 
(srag-jisxsajooo  (sroo]«ylaaoab  m  oaSlcsarm  ajcamo  a_iejgD6ir>sse(|o  a.6n§o 
c9io.  <srocol<83ea»3Sj6@sOo  aiffljomrolaoooace®  0Q,a_isi  aJO<$jce>  coaici) 
sn&aaaiola®  cftao  g.Q-10Q)£S>®2oaamci'TO  (rucsaaSltteoo.  cru2iou;omo 
a-iomonb  a51cy®imlcx»l^o«o»Bi(B51oo  cuosrorcnlagjE&lejo  (u>®Gc9®sl£j. 
oQ)33^1ejo  ijyf!sii1co1oSl(ft,csocBQ  c/xu&sn&aeabolaao  (mooloQJitaaoo!)  cruoaSltfta 
0sgj3.  §o£D  a^uosciojSBOoteao  ao_io@®oj  90605*0040  c/5a>&sni 
6>0ai>ol™  cftiO^icnsT-jlcra  ojejlsi'  -m  omocfflojaocoiliolceQo.  <3va<S)  acfrosnsta 
6rou  <§.a_ogjo  (8Juoal<Bao(maJc930c®o  (sai6ros)2mo  a_iocqj(mg>u. 

ggcrSlosso  isysaosJo  ®rQaj«n(olnjlaoc0ar(T>fwl<mo  (groaoaj  skc96isn§<tn)ao 
as  cftiOrosmaasTisinj ool  i?ya^ooJla96ioo.  (Qjasonm@Qrifl«j&(8roaSl<fl)0  (groooeag 
(moruBsaosmoriaoraosm .  r3TDra>la5ocs&  ijyeecnjesBOofflaJoiaaimssisOocfKate 
Gmtaj®aocQ)oii£l(aa.agottJOf^oaQilag)cnoaj«8o.  <isTOS®3amaoJois>Kcm«ra^®s 
nu3*MQ£ua&  aplroiaolssiao.  o^artssa^ajo  (Q_)<siac©o  Oia)loQ)eaooa3t9)ffi®0 
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mo'  (xoj W)ffl2oi>6'oD  (ifD^oom'c3)0(a6  cuon^otojejo  ai,|caj&m>:ii2'!igjo. 
o®a}j'ejo  dBsio^sl  6)aJ0©@?mi.i(ili{i-)332Jo)fl5T»  (^(W0)6)Tj§®rdilcesiosriolc05) 

OiOClb  (TUuSlcSQO. 


,-  eaajfcigja^oari^  c0;O©6fO6BBsiO(o6  i$yg@omji§Q^,-;s  (sytsoDJosm 
(SCSWldjo.  QOLJO@SrO(g-JOfmlool(il^<§(!STW(XBo  OJacIgjlcOQ.TTXOTlCOOCa'I  SatOglf) 
iioiaas  cBjfflod^laaoJscaocgdn  &«s  (gp.JocD’Omj)  AO^smaamoo  eo-iog; 
650 >,  (SJuaelcoarmflnlcKOo  (jya?.!a)68SOo®onJflnro)T-jl<flscmflj>'cTOo  aruortn 
iqoj  q  co^emacaamqgg.  o.jjacrbo  (jyeaoaiadJKn  encgjoaofflom'  anlsssOo 
ogjaj«8o  (iwDnD^micafflfimaaaToss  rateoJcfliBG r  o^sl  ooIssbssis  pjcojo 
oYt0>  cru^A-pry  at0)O§^ono.  .  . 

,  -  Mb.  ,  P.  K.  N  AKA  YANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapi/ca) :  Afflo  .SAo:?^ 
(rn;Q_)SJc0)ag  d51®(Q^l<fl65cnvDYlcno  <b><oo  s>ta>05c9si0(mn>  ^ooojleocosswloo 
iauxAe>offlo  s>ce>3  #<s«cmg)  ooacmcno  ojlfUoffllceaaroaoiBo? 

Mb.  TAKIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {MucalUqmxhaY.  §OgP 
uSldj,  c03©o  at8j0§t99tm  ogyroajcamswo.i)  a>fflo  cfcosfijrn  (gto'n-JcamaiOioi.oSI 
«>(Q2)ld35!rm2a  crjrmagjtsrm  ail.aJOffllcSam'ogg.. 

Mb.  V.  KUNJUKBISHNA  PILLAI  (CMrayinkil) :  1  second 

the  resolution. 

. PRESIDENT :  Will  you  kindly  move.:. your  amendment-,  Mr.  O. 
Paramesvaran  PillaiV 

Mb.  G.  PARAMEbVAKAN  PILLAI  (NcijyattLukaru) :  I  beg  to 
move  the  following  amendment : 


This  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  that 
pleased  to  revise  at  an  early  date  the  constitution  and  po 
Mulam  Popular  Assembly  on  the  lines  indicated  in  the 
submitted  by  the  members  elected  by  this  Council  to  se> 
mittee  appointed  to  revise  the  Draft  Assembly  hides. 

I  must  thank  you,  Sir,  lor  permitting  me  to  move  u 
to  Mr.  Kunjitomman’s  resolution. 


they  may  be 
vers  of. the  Sri 
memorandum 
ie  on  the  com- 

y  amendment 


I  must  preface  my 
Mb.  V.  HtJBBA 
wish  to  know  whether 
resolution  in  the  place  c 


remarks— 

AIYAK  ( Additional  Head  Sir  bar  Vakil)  i  I 
Mr!  Gr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  proposes  to  put  his 

of  the  original  resolution  or— 


PKES1DENT 


only  as  an  amendment  to  the  other  fesolu 
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[President-.] 

Mu.  G.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PihLAl  {\fcyyatti:il,;mi)  :  My  re-, 
solution  is  being  moved  as  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Kunjitomman’s  re¬ 
solution. 

I  was,  Sir,  the  Honorary  Secretary  to  the  non-oflieial  committee 
elected  by  tire  non-oflieial  members  of  this  House  to  serve  on  the  Assem¬ 
bly  Buies  Committee.  That  committee  submitted  a  memorandum  on 
the  subject  to  the  Government.  This  memorandum  gives  a  fairly  full  and 
clear  indication  of  the  popular  view  regarding  the  issue  and  it  is  only 
propel’  that  the  recommendations  of  the  representatives  of  the  House 
elected  to  serve  on  that  committee — 

PEESIDENT:  I  should  like  to  know  exactly  what  tire  nature 
of  the  amendment  is.  The  House  too  would  like  to  know  it. 

Me.  G.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ncyyatliukara) :  I  am 
substituting  this  as  my  amendment. 

PEESIDENT  :  Yo  cannot  substitute  your  resolution  as  an  amend¬ 
ment.  If  it  should  be  an  amendment,  it  should  amend  a  portion  of  the 
resolution  that  has  been  moved  by  Mr.  Kunjitommau.  If  you  are  going 
to  substitute  Mr.  Kunjitomman’s  resolution  entirely  by  your  own,  it  will 
not  be  an  amendment. 

Mr. -G.  PARAME  S  V AE AN  PILLAI  (Neuyuttiukara) :  I  have 
been  permitted  to  move  this  resolution  which  has  been  ballotted  as  an 
amendment  to  Mr.  Kunjitomman’s  resolution. 

PEESIDENT  :  Amendments  can  only  be  amendments  and  can¬ 
not  abrogate  the  entire  substantial  resolution, 

Me.  G.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (NcyyaUinkara) :  In  order 
to  avoid  the  difficulty,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Council  and  I  have  received  his  reply  to  the  effect  that  my  resolution 
which  is  coming  lower  down  on  the  agenda  may  be  moved  as  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  Mr.  Kunjitomman’s  resolution.  It  is  on  that  authority  that  I 
thought  I  could  move — 

PEESIDENT  ;  That  is  true.  But  an  amendment  implies  that  it 
should  not  altogether  replace  or  displace  the  substantial  resolution. 

Mb.  G.'  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Neyyatkinkura)  :  It  is  an 
amendment  in  this  way.  So  far  as  Mr.  Kunjitomman’s  resolution  is 
concerned,  it  consists  of  three  parts.  To  be  specific,  my  own  amendment 
seeks  not  only  that  these  changes  should  be  effected,  but  that  further 
changes  should  be  effected  in  the  constitution  and  powers  of  the  As¬ 
sembly  on  the  lines  indicated. 

PEESIDENT  :  More  changes 

Me.  G  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara )  :  Yes. 

PRESIDENT :  So  your  amendment  includes  the  points  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  original  resolution  and  adds  other  points  V 


REFORM  OF  THE 


ULAR  ASSEMBLY 


357 


Mr-  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  It 
would  be  better  if  such  other  powers  as  arc  proposed  to  fcc  added  are 
specifically  stated  in  the  amendment  itself. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Xeyy  at  Ankara)  :  My 
amendment  will  run  thus  : 

This  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  that  with  a  view  to  enhance  the  use¬ 
fulness  of  tlio  Sri  Mularn  Popular  Assembly  and  in  order  to  make  it  more  representative 
the  Assembly  be  given  the  power  to  interpellate  Government  ami  to  move  resolutions'on 
all  administrative  measures  as  arc  indicated  - 

PRESIDENT:  “As  arc  mentioned  "  would  be  better. 

Me.  G.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ney-yatH-nharai)  :  —a*  are 

mentioned  in  the  memorandum  by  the  non-official  members  elected  by  this  Council  to 
serve  on  the  Assembly  Rules  Committee. 

PRESIDENT  :  Then  you  would  omit  the  words,  ,-»!l  persons. paving 
a  yearly  tax  of  rupee  one  or  more  be  empowered  to  vote  arid  — " 

Mr.  G.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  ( NcyyUinkara )  :  Yes,  I 
would  omit  that  portion. 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAE  (Nomiuated)(Deputy 
President)  :  I  wish  to  know  whether  a  substantial  portion  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  can  be  moved  for  omission.  In  order  that  the  House  might  be 
clear  as  to  the  scope  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I  would  suggest  that, 
instead  of  saying  “such  other  powers  as  are  mentioned,  etc.”,  the  powers 
be  specified  in  the  resolution  itself. 

PRESIDENT  :  That  will  be  strictly  in  order.  Will  you  kindly 
mention  those  powers,  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  ? 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara )  :  Yes,  I 
can  do  that.  My  amendment  is  to  omit  the  words  “all  persons  paying 
a  yearly  tax  of  one  rupee  or  more  he  empowered  to  vote”  and  add — 

PRESIDENT :  You  include  “and”  also  in  the  clause  to  be 

omitted. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkarai )  :  Yes,  and 
add  after  “matters”  . 

“That  the  Sri  Mularn  Popular  Assembly  be  made  a  statutory  body, 
that  the  legislative  programme  for  each  year  be  placed  before  the  Assem¬ 
bly  for  the  general  discussion  of  the  principles  of  the  Bills  -with  power  to 
record  its  opinion  by  means  of  votes,  that,  except  in  regard  to  matters 
relating  to  the  ruling  family  of  Travaneore  ard  in  regard  to  the  existing 
relations  of  the  State  'governed  by  the  trcaUj  with  the  British  Government, 
the  liberty  of  the  members  be  unrestricted  in  their  choice  of  subjects,  that 
all  measures  of  new  taxation,  including  increase  of  existing  taxation,  be 
voted  upon  by  the  Assembly,  that  resolutions  passed  by  the  Assembly  whin 
approved  by  the  Council  be  binding  on  Government,  that  an  opportunity  be 
given  to  the  Assembly  for  the  general  discussion  .of  the  budget,  tha , 
officials  be  all-need  to  take  part  in  the.  discussion  but  not  to  vote,  and  tha: 
the  franchise  be  suitably  widened 
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[Mr.  U.  Paramef. varan  Pillai.] 

Bii',  in  regard  to  the  recommendations  contained  in  tile  memorandum, 

I  feel  hound  to  point  out  that  they  were  arrived  at  unanimously  among 
the  members  elected  to  sit  on  the  Sri  Mul-am  Popular  Assembly  Draft 
Pules  Committee  and  that  there  has  been  substantial  agreement  with 
regard  to  most  of  these  recommendations  also  on  the  part  of  the  Deputy 
President  who  guided  its  deliberations. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  A I YANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
I'resrhnl):  Sir,  I  must  lake  exception  to  that  statement.  My  friend 
states  that  I  was  in  substantial  compliance  with  most  of  the  recom¬ 
mendations.  If  he  says  that,  it  would  not  bo  fair  to  me  and  fair  to  the 
House.  I  give  my  friend  perfect  liberty  to  use  the  views  that  I 
expressed  on  some  of  the  points  covered  by  the  resolution.  To  say  that 
there  has  been  substantial  compliance  would  not  be  a  statement  of 
fact. 

Mb.  G  PARAMES  VARAN  PIL.LAJ  (Neiinaitmkani)  :  Of  course, 
subject  to  the  observation  made  by  the  learned  Deputy  President,  I 
would  say  that,  in  regard  to  some  of  the  recommendations  set  forth 
herein,  there  has  been  complete  agreement  on  the  part  of;  the  Deputy 
President  with  the  other  members  who  sat  on  that  committee.  I  could 
refer  to  them  iu  detail  by  quoting  from  a  letter  which  contains  that 
unanimous  agreement.  In  the  memorandum  .submitted  by  us,  only  the 
general  principles  have  been  referred  to  as  was  inevitably  the  instance. 

The  Assembly  is  now  twenty  years  old  and  it  would  be  superfluous 
for  me  to  refer  in  this  Council,  which  contains  several  veteran 
members  who  have  done  good  work  in  that  popular  body,  to  its  usefulness 
in  the  past  or  urge  the  need  for  its  reform  in  the  future.  These  are 
matters  on  which  more  or  less  complete  unanimity  prevails.  The 
Draft  Rules  have  been  condemned  as  unsatisfactory  throughout  the 
press  of  the  country  and  on  public  platforms.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens 
in  the  Capital  went,  in  certain  respects,  even  farther  than  the  modest 
demands  made  in  the  memorandum.  The  authors  of  the  memorandum 
did  not  claim  any  originality  for  their  proposals.  And  if  they  were 
inspired  on  the  one  hand  by  the  Montagu-Clielmsford  Reforms  and  by 
the  Mysore  Seal  Committee  Report,  they  were  on  the  other  hand  sup¬ 
ported  in  their  recommendations  by  the  considered  views  expressed  in  the 
Assembly  and  elsewhere  by  distinguished  men.  It  should  be  granted  that 
the  members  of  the  Assembly  Commitee  gained  considerable  support 
for  the  position  they  took  in  the  representations  made,  among  others,  by 
my  friend  Mr.  T.  K.  Yelu.  Pillai  atone  of  the  recent  sessions  of  the 
Assembly.  Inasmuch  as  the  .committee  felt  bound  to  focus  public  opi¬ 
nion,  they  were  guided  in  their  recommendations  only  by  such  opinions ; 
and  my  amendment  mentions  only  those  points  on  which  there  has  been 
complete  unanimity  in  the  committee  itself.  The  letter  dated  She  25th 
March,  1923,  addressed  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Committee,  says  that  a  meeting  of  the  committee  was 
held  on  the  25th  March,  1923,  and  -that  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
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that  the  Assembly  should  have  the  power  of  discussing  the  State  Budget 
before  its  introduction  into  the  Legislative  Council  and  that  it  is  also 
desirable  to  empower  the  Assembly  to  put  questions  and  move  resolu¬ 
tions  on  matters  of  public  interest. 

In  regard  to  the  right  of  interpellation,  moving  resolutions  and 
the  general  discussion  of  the  budget,  the  learned  Deputy  President  was 
at  one  with  the  other  members  of  the  committee;  and  in  regard  to  the 
other  matters  contained  in  the  memorandum  all  the  five  non-official 
members  elected  by  this  House  were  unanimous. 

Now,  Sir,  our  idea  is  to  have  two  Houses  with  definite,  and  to  a 
large  extent,  distinct  functions ;  and  as  far  as  the  work  assigned  to  us 
permitted  it,  we  have  elaborately  set  out  ihe  reasons  for  widening  the 
work  of  the  Assembly  in  the  memorandum.  In  order  to  make  it  public, 
it  has  been  printed  and  copies  have  been  circulated  among  my  friends  on 
thijs  side  of  the  Blouse. 

The  Mysore  constitutional  reforms  recently  announced  consider¬ 
ably  support  the  demand  for  expansion  of  powers.  No  doubt,  between 
Travancore  and  Mysore  there  is  a  difference.  In  Mysore,  the  Assembly 
is  an  older  institution,  while  here  the  Legislative  Council  preceded  the 
Assembly.  Nevertheless,  the  limitations  that  are  imposed  by  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  constitution  of  the  Council  make  it  imperative  that  we  should 
have  side  by  side  two  popular  bodies  with  larger  representation  which 
will  serve  as  a  real  index  of  popular  feelings.  I  would  only  remind  the 
honorable  members  on  this  side  of  theBIouse  that  they  have  now  no  powers 
whatever  either  to  suggest  or  to  alter  or  to  indicate  any  alteration  in 
the  constitution  and  powers  of  this  very  Legislative  Council ;  and  fur¬ 
ther,  in  regard  to  such  important  measures  as  the  constitution  of  an 
Executive  Council  and  the  consideration  of  matters  relating  to  harbours 
and  similar  subjects  of  vital  importance,  this  Council  has  absolutely  no 
power.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  noteworthy  that  in  the  Assembly  similar 
questions  of  vital  importance  have  been  very  boldly  advocated  and 
discussed  by  members  and  there  were  opportunities  for  the  views  of  the 
people  or  their  representatives  being  placed  before  the.  Head  of  the 
Administration. 

Further,  here  we  are  in  an  anomalous  position.  For,  the  Head  of 
the  Administration,  although  he  is  the  President  of  the  Council,  is  not 
entitled  to  explain  the  measures  and  the  policies  of  the  Government  un¬ 
less  he  chooses  to  explain  any  matter  that  relates  to  any  resolution  before 
the  House  when  it  is  being  put  to  the  vote. 

People  gratefully  recognise  that  His  Highness  the  Maha  Kaja  has 
been  very  generous  in  the  grant  of  popular  rights.  The  Legislative 
Council,  the  Assembly  itself,  and  the  municipal  councils  mark  in 
different  degrees  the  willingness  of  His  Highness’  Government  to  seek 
and  profit  by  the  participation  of  popular  representatives  in  the  task 
of  administration.  The  high  standard  of  literacy,  the  general  level  of 
culture  and  the  good  work  done  by  these  popular  bodies  constitute  irre¬ 
futable  cases  for  the  granting  of  more  rights. 
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[Mr.  N.  Ramakrishna  Pillai.] 

No  doubt,  we  are  in  the  middle  of  the  first  triclinium  of  the  ex¬ 
panded  Council.  It  might  be  argued  that  it  is  too  early  to  ask  for  more 
powers.  My  reply  is  that  we  were  marking  time  for  some  years  past, 
and  that  in  these  matters  progress  cannot  be  judged  by  the  mere 
lapse  of  years.  There  are  periods  during  which  for  one  reason  or  an¬ 
other  a  wave  of  tremendous  popular  enthusiasm  surges  through  the 
country.  My  contention  is  that  the  reforms  which  might  have  satisfied 
us  two  years  ago  are  proving  inadequte  now. 

The  reform  of  the  Assembly  cannot  be  taken  by  itself.  The 
demand  for  responsible  government  has  been  insistent  for  some  time 
and  the  need  for  an  Executive  Council  has  been  urged.  In  short,  the 
constitution  of  the  Assembly  has  to  tit  in  with  responsible  government 
-which  might  soon  he  evolved. 

This  is  a  matter  in  which  this  Council  has  a  special  duty.  There 
is  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that  this  Council  is  due,  in  a  very  large 
measure,  to  the  representations  made  in  the  Assembly  and  it  is  only 
proper  that  this  Council  should  repay  its  debt  of  gratitude  by  seeing 
that  the  powers  of  the  Assembly  are  not  attenuated  or  its  usefulness 
impaired.  For  these  reasons,  I  would  recommend  my  amendment  for 
the  acceptance  of  the  House. 

Mn.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  M.LLAI  (Yailmm  cum  Ettumanur) : 
Sir,  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  amendment.  I  under¬ 
stand  that  the  mover  of  the  amendment,  was  one  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  who  recommended  to  the  Government,  that,  under  the 
terms  of  reference  made  by  the  Government,  they  were  entitled  to  go 
into  the  question  of  the  reforms  recommended  by  the  resolution  and  the 
amendment  before  the  House.  This  is  a  question  of  very  great  consti¬ 
tutional  importance.  One  of  the  popular  institutions  in  the  country 
is  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly.  It  has  been  sufficiently  long  in 
existence  and  it  has  taken  such  deep  root  in  the  minds  of  the  people  that 
it  is,  too  late  in' the  day  now  to  say  that  no  reforms  need  be  introduced 
in  the  constitution  of  the  Assembly.  There  had  been  a  question  with 
regard  to  the  interpretation  of  the  terms  of  reference  made  by  the 
.Government.  It  appears  that  the  committee  were  of  opinion  that 
under  the  terms  of  reference,  they  were  entitled  to  go  into  the  question. 

PRESIDENT  :  How  is  this  relevant  to  the  resolution  or  the 
amendment  2 

Me.  N.  EAMAlvRISHNA  PILLAI  [Vaihim  cum  Ettumanur): 
That  arises  with  reference  to  the  amendment. 

PRESIDENT  :  It  docs  not  arise.  You  have  got  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  amendment  now. 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vailmm  cum  Eitmnamir ):  _  I 
was  speaking  about  the  terms  of  reference  because  two  questions  arise 
for  discussion  in  this  connection.  First  of  all,  there  is  the  question 
whether  the  recommendations  made  by  the  committee  are  correct  or 
whether  they  were  entitled  to  make  these  recommendations.  What 
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recommendations  were  made  by  the  elected  members  and  whether  the 
merits  of  the  recommendations  should  he  considered  in  this  connection, 
is  tire  question. 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  the 'point — the  merits  only. 

Me.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  {Yaikam  cum  Ettwnanur')  :  To 
explain  the  merits,  I  cannot  but  go  into  the  question. 

Anyhow,  the  question  remains  whether  the  reforms  should  be  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  constitution  of  the  Assembly  itself,  and  the  reforms 
suggested  are  that  the  Assembly  should  he  constituted  on  a  statutory 
basis  and  that  more  powers  and  privileges  should  be  given  to  the  Assem¬ 
bly  in  order  to  make  it  more  useful  to  the  people.  In  view  of  the  suffi¬ 
ciently  long  existence  of  the  institution,  I  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  Assembly  should  be  recognised  by  statute  and  powers  given 
.  in  order  to  make  it  more  useful  to  the  Government  as  well  as  to' the 
people.  The  recommendations  made  by  the  committee  had  the  appro¬ 
val  of  the  public  as  seen  by  the  representation  made  outside  this  Council 
and  in  the  Popular  Assembly  itself  during  the  last  session  in  1922. 
In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  question  brought  before  this 
Council,  I  believe  the  various  aspects  of  the  matter  will  receive  sufficient 
consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Government ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  be 
in  a  position  to  come  to  a  satisfactory  conculsion  after  the  discussions 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  are  heard.  With  these  observations,  I 
support  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Neduina-nga.il):  Sir, 
I  oppose  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Kunjitomman  for  the  reason  that  it 
seeks  to  put  some  persons  on  a  ground  of  vantage  while  refusing  to 
other  sections  of  the  people  the  right  valued  by  Mr.  Kunjitomman  him¬ 
self.  He  desires  that  the  franchise  should  be  extended  to  all  those  who 
pay  a  land  revenue  of  one  rupee  per  year.  When  I  asked  him  a  question 
whether  the  holders  of  land,  registered  some  years  back  who  pay  only 
one  fanam  per  acre  might  get  the  benefit,  Mr.  Kunjitomman  assured  me 
that  he  would  certainly  be  delighted  to  extend  that  privilege  to  them ;  but 
the  resolution  does  not  justify  that  view'.  If,  Sir,  a  person  who  gets  land 
registered  this  year  and  pays  an  annual  tax  of  one  rupee  should  get  the 
privilege  of  electing  a  representative  to  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly, 
one  who  has  been  paying  tax  during  the  last  twenty-five  years  and  who 
has  been  working  the  land  to  the  advantage  both  of  himself  and  of  the 
State  should  certainly  be  given  the  light  with  greater  readiness.  More¬ 
over,  in  Travancore,  there  are  communities — the  Brahmin,  the  Nair,  the 
Ezhava  and  some  Christians  and  Mahomedans  and  a  good  many  other 
people  -  who  live  under  the  joint  family  system.  According  to  the 
arrangement  of  the  Revenue  Department,  it  is  only  the  head  of  the 
family  w-hich  pays  the  tax  that  is  entitled  to  vote  although  the  property 
of  the  tarwad  belongs  to  all.  If  Mr.  Kunjitomman,  in  advocating  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  franchise  to  all  those  who  pay  an  annual  tax  of  one  rupee, 
had  also  advocated  some  system  by  which  the  members  of  such  tanoads 
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ani  fa-nil'es  may  also  get  adequate  repescntation,  I  should  have  per¬ 
haps"  welcomed  the  idea.  Mr.  Knnjitomman  wanted  universal  man- 
hood>  and  speaking  in  the  twentieth  century  perhaps,  universal  woman¬ 
hood  suffrage.  Therefore,  Sir,  the  proposal  is  defective  and,  for  that 
reason  I  oppose  the  resolution. 

With  regard  to  the  amendment,  I  confess,  I  am  in  a  particularly 
delicate  and  difficult  situation.  Mr.  G.  Pavamesvarn  Pillai  has,  with 
great  generosity,  singled  me.  out  for  praise  and  has  classed  me  in  that 
distinguished  group  of  public  men  who  have  agitated  for  the  reform  of 
the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly.  Sir,  I  am  very  worry  to  use  the  first 
person,  but  in  this  case  I  am  obliged  to  do  so,  because  my  friend  has 
called  my  attention  to  my  humble  work.  I  have  been  for  years  a  member 
of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  and  I  have  bad  the  benefit  of  sitting 
in  the  Assembly  along  with  several  distinguished  men,  many  of  whom  I 
see  in  this  Council  itself.  I  have,  had  occasion  to  sit  in  that  Assembly 
when  it  was  presided  over  by  several  Dewans  of  great  reputation  and 
ability;  and  I  may  claim,  Sir,  that  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  as  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  I  have  always  asked  for  greater  and  greater 
privileges  being  conferred  upon  His  Highness'  subjects.  As  has  been 
observed  by  Mr.  G.  Paramosvaran  Pillai,  in  the  1097  session  of  the 
Popular  Assembv,  I  criticised  the  .Draft  Rules,  and  the  Dewan- 
Presidcnt  was  pleased  to  say  that  the.  Draft  llulcs  would  be  scruti¬ 
nised  in  the  light  of  the.  criticisms  made  by  the  members.  I  had 
also  occasion  to  preside  over  an  important  conference  held  at  Trivan¬ 
drum  some  time  back,  and  m  that  capacity  I  asked  tor  larger 
rights  being  conferred  upon  the  Popular  Assembly.  No  time, 
Sir,  will  come  when  I  or  any  of  my  friends,  who  have  been  advocating 
this,  would  retrace  our  steps.  The  Assembly  has  been  brought  into 
existence  as  a  mark  of  royal  generosity.  I  remember  the  time  when 
the  Assembly  session  used  to  be  a  matter  for  jubilation  not  only  for  the 
people  in  Trivandrum  but  for  people  throughout  Travaucore  and  even 
beyond  our  State.  I  have  been  several  years  a  member  of  the  Assembly 
and  I  for  one  have  got  a  very  great  partiality  for  it.  I  shall  not  be  a 
party  to  place  the  Assembly  in  a  lesser  position  than  this  Legislative 
Council,  although  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  sitting  in  this  Council  also 
more  than  once. 

But,  while  emphatically  of  opinion  that  the  time 'has  come  when 
His  Highness’  Government  should  consider  the  question  of  the  reorgani¬ 
sation  of  the  Assembly,  of  putting  it  on  a  statutory  basis  and  conferring 
upon  it  greater  and  more  substantial  powers,  I  must  yet  observe  that  I  am 
unable  to  accept  the  amendment  because  the  amendment  does  not  convey 
to  me  clear  ideas  of  reform.  Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  memoran¬ 
dum  forwarded  to  the  Government  by  my  esteemed  friends  of  this 
Council  who  had  been  elected  by  ourselves  to  •  sit  on  the  Assembly  Buies 
Committee.  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  it  published  in  the  papers,  and 
this  morning  Mr.  G.  ParamesVaran  Pillai  handed  a  copy  of  the  memo¬ 
randum  over  to  me.  But  whether  I  am  farediar  with  the  contents  of 
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this  memorandum  is  not  the  question  to  be  considered.  We  formally 
elected  our  representatives  to  sit  on  a  committee.  That  committee  has 
not  formally  forwarded  a  constructive  scheme  to  the  Government.  If 
such  a  scheme  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Government,  the  Government 
have  not  informed  us  of  what  has  been  done. 

.  Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapmha ) :  May  I  know 
whether  that  committee  now  exists  or  not  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  t Trivandrum  cum  Neduiuaugad) :  To 
my  mind,  it  does  not  exist.  I  remember  to  have  seen  in  the 
pa, pers  that  the  members  of  the  committee  have  resigned.  The 
question  put  by  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  complicates  the  issue 
still  further.  If  the  Government  had  been  pleased  to  place  before 
this  Council  this  valued  memorandum,  if  the  Secretary  of  that  com¬ 
mittee  or  any  member  of  it  had  formally  forwarded  the  memorandum 
to  this  House — of  course,  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  the  best  way  of  doing 
the  business — we  should  have  been  able  to  consider  that  question  in  some 
detail.  That  has  not,  however,  been  done.  When,  Sir,  a  proposal  is 
made  that  we  should  take  our  stand — 

Mg.  TAPJATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvuttupiidid)  :  eangoJcfcO 

ooffiwvicro  o$)@  (0o_io  cOjfflo'iQJ6ms)acmosno  zdojTori)  coiejo-jlgg.oqjs)s 
(srDeligjoaro? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nrdninangad )  :  I 
will  answer  him  in  the  end  after  I  finish  this  subject. 

PEESIDENT  :  jya ir  (ipu/sBi)  ufi&QrirsigtiMirir. 

Mb.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {Muvattapmha) :  Si®  t0o_io 
0G)nT>O  0Qj6>cif>o  (jysirajasrenitoi  ojosTuroolffilcSaanroilGODo^  sco)o®lt99ornlgj 
Osorio  o-iosroimggat&osni  Gruoainjitnosrn . 

Mb.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad):  I 
shall  answer  him  now,  although  it  is  irrelevant  to  this  part  of  the 
discussion. 

PEESIDENT  :  No,  not  now. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Neduimngad) :  I 
bow  to  the  ruling  of  tire  Chair. 

PEESIDENT :  I  do  not  think  it  arises  now.  You  may  answer 
him  in  the  end. 

Me.  T  K  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  To 
continue  the  subject,  if  that  had  been  done,  my  position  would  have  been 
easy.  We  are  now  invited  to  take  our  stand  on  a  document  the 
constitutional  position  of  which  is  not  clear. 

PEESIDENT:  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  stated  exactly 
what  the  amendments  are. 
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Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivamlntm  cum  Ncdumcmgad) : 
Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  made  allusions  to  the.  memorandum. 
Therefore  I  am  referring  to  it.  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  subse¬ 
quently  stated  the  particular  points  which  lie  wants  to  emphasise.  He 
alluded  to  Mysore  where  a  similar  scheme  was  under  contemplation. 

Mb.  N.  Li  \A1AJ\  iilsl  IN  A  PILLAI  (I  cum  Kthmanur)-. 

The  Mysore  Reforms  have  recently  been  announced. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILL/VI  (Trivandrum,  c, urn  Ncdnmamjad)  :  Ho 
referred  to  the  Seal  Committee  Report  and  therefore  I  say  “under  con¬ 
templation  ”.  I  too  read  in  the  papers  that  a  scheme  lias  been  promul¬ 
gated  by  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  of  Mysore.  1  bave  been  reading 
it  up  just  now  and  1  find  that  there  is  not  livcli  of  co-ordination  bet¬ 
ween  the  Assembly  and  the  Council  in  Mysore. 

It  is  not  open  to  me,  Sir,  to  criticise  in  any  detail  the  pro-* 
mulgation  of  a  law  issued  by  one  of  the  greatest  princes  of  India.  All 
that  I  wish  to  say  is  that  the  measure  does  not  give  us  very  clear 
ideas  with  regard  to  the  way  in  which  the  Assembly  is  to  be.  reformed.  I 
have  been  looking  forward  to  a  scheme  by  which  the  work  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly  may  be  co-ordinated  with  that  of  the  Legislative  Council.  Then, 
there  is  the  question  of  interpellation.  My  friend  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai  has  observed  that  there  is  no  perceptible  originality  in  what 
the  memorandum  has  laid  down.  That  argument  has  been  advanced 
by  him  to  show  that  the  position  taken  is  a  strong  one.  I  accede  to 
that  argument.  There  is  no  necessity  to  give,  fresh  ] lowers  of  interpella¬ 
tion.  The  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  V.  P.  Madhavaltao.  our  celebrated 
Dewan,  has  been  quoted  by  me  in  one  of  my  representations  to  the 
Assembly.  I  do  not,  therefore,  repeat  it  now  ;  but  there  is  this  to  be  re¬ 
membered  that  while  the  Assembly  was  in  session  no  man  thought  of  re¬ 
sorting  to  an  interpellation  even  after  that.  1  am  not  aware  of  any  in¬ 
stance  in  which  Government  refused  to  take  note  of  questions  put  to  them. 
With  regard  to  resolutions,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find  out  what  is  the  bind¬ 
ing  force  of  a  resolution  passed  hv  the  Assembly.  It  is  at  the  most  a  re¬ 
commendation.  Suppose  the  Assembly  makes  one  recommendation 
and  the  Council  makes  another.  Who  is  to  decide  ? 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ncyijatiiub, .,■«):  I  suggest¬ 
ed  that  the  resol ut'ons  passed  by  the  Assembly  when  accepted  by 
the  Council  should  be  binding  upon  the  Government. 

Me.  T  Iv.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trinmnlr.i-u  cum  Ncdumangad) :  I 
speak  in  full  knowledge  of  the  view  put  forward  by  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai.  Suppose  there  is  a  tie  arising  between  what  the  Council  does 
and  what  the  Assembly  does.  Who  is  to  decide  the  question  2  I  shall 
be  the  last  person  to  advocate  that  the  Government  should  be  given 
that  power.  That  will  be  creating  a  kind  of  dangerous  autocracy 
m  deciding  disputes  between  the  Assembly  and  the  Council,  the  effect 
of  which  will  be  to  put  the  Government  on  a  most  autocratic  basis, 
b  or  this  reason,  I  object  to  that. 
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In  the  Mysore  scheme  which  I  have  just  referred  to,  I  find  that  the 
Assembly  would  have  ihe  right  of  generally  discussing  the  budget. 
But  they  have  no  right  of  voting  upon  any  particular  item  of  expendi¬ 
ture.  To  tak  ■  a  practical  case,  Sir,  the  Assembly  may  pass  a  resolution 
that  higher  education  ought  to  be  encouraged.  The  Legislative  Council 
will  at  once  chime  in  with  the  scheme  and  a  resolution  even  may  be 
passed  that  higher  education  should  be  encouraged  at  all  costs.  But  if, 
in  the  budget  discussion,  adequate  provision  for  education  is  not  made  and 
if  the  Council  cannot  be  persuaded  to  accept  expenditure  on  educational 
buildings,  the  so-called  general  discussion  by  the  Assembly  loses  all  its 
force  ;  and  although  the  expression  ‘general  discussion’  of  financial  mea¬ 
sures  in  the  Assembly  would  certainly  be  a  cheap  ornament  to  the  pages 
of  the  Statute  Book,  I  think  it  will  not  give  any  substantial  advantage  to 
the  State. 

Mr.  Ct.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neijyattinknra)  :  I  wish  to 
^know  whether  Mr.  VeluPillai  would  be  in  favour  of  giving  the  Assem¬ 
bly  more  powers  than  even  the  general  discussion  in  regard  to  the 
budget. 

Mr.  T.  Iv.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tririuulrum  cum  N edumangad)  :  I 
may  say,  Sir,  that  I  have  considered  the  point.  It  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  questions  to  be  decided  ;  and  during  the  last  ten  years,  I  have 
been  looking  forward  to  some  great  scholar  or  thinker  who  would  come 
forward  with  a  scheme  which  would  satisfy  all  demands.  Personally 
I  have  not  thought  out  a  scheme — at  any  rate,  a  scheme,  which  I  may 
place  before  this  Council  seriously  for  acceptance.  I  am  not  speaking 
now  of  my  endeavours  to  create  a  constiintion,  but  I  am  only  talking  on 
the  motion  before  the  House.  The  motion  before  the  House  is 
deficient,  because  clear  ideas  of  co-ordination  between  the  work  of  the 
Assembly  and  the  Council  are  lacking.  I  am  jealous  of  the 
functions  of  either  the  Council  or  the  Assembly  being  usurped  by  Gov¬ 
ernment,  because  I  think  that  the  cause  of  democracy,  which  has  been 
encouraged  by  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja,  should  still  further  be  en¬ 
couraged,  and  because  I  do  not  want  that  the  executive  should  be  armed 
with  power  to  create  a  split  practically  between  the  Council  and  the 
Assembly.  I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  oppose  this  resolution. 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (NeijijatlMara) :  I  wish 
to  know  whether  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  is  agreeable  to  powers  being- 
granted  in  regard  to  the  moving  of  resolutions  on  subjects  which  are 
eschewed  from  the  province  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  T.  Z.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trim  ulrum  cum  N edumangad ) : 
Certainly,  I  want  greater  powers  to  be  given  to  the  Assembly  than  have 
been  accorded  to  the  Legislative  Council.  I  have  myself  been  discus¬ 
sing- in  the  Assembly  questions  which  may  have  to  be  excluded  from 
the-  Legislative  Council.  The  Assembly  has  no  such  severe  limita¬ 
tions  to  its  powers.  We  have  been  speaking  on  various  questions  and 
the  Government  have  not  always  come  forward  to  say  that  we  should  not 
speak  on  religious  and  charitable  institutions  and  such  other  subjects, 
Yol.  IV— N  o.  5  0 
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■Therefore,  I  am  in  favour  of  larger  rights  being  conferred  upon  the 
Assembly.  According  to  the  present  rules,  there  may  not  he  a  binding 
force  upon  the  Government  as  regards  the  decisions  which  may  be  ar¬ 
rived  at  by  the  Assembly.  But  1  daresay  that  His  Highness’  Govern¬ 
ment  will,  in  consultation  with  officials  and  non-officials  and  the  coun¬ 
try  in  general,  be  able  to  devise  a  scheme  which  will  satisfy  all  our 
legitimate  and  just  demands. 

Me.  K.  PAEAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Timvalla):  May  I  know 
whether  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  would  give  us  some  idea  of  those  larger  powers 
which  he  is  desirous  of  giving  to  the  Popular  Assembly  '? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (' I’nraiidrun,  cum  Neetumangad)  :  ;I 
have  already  pointed  out  that  1  am  speaking  only  on  the  resolution  and 
the  amendment  now  before  the  Ploifee.  I  do  not  claim  for  one  moment 
the  distinction  of  being  an  architect,  of  constitutions.  It  is  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  matter.  ( Laughier .)  I  have  made  some  study  and  have  thought  about 
the  matter  and  I  have  also  tried  to  benefit  by  the  ideas  my  esteemed, 
friends  have  given  to  the  world.  All  the  same,  Sir,  I  do  not  feel  I  am  a 
competent  hand  at  constitution-making.  If  I  come  forward  before  the 
House  with  a  resolution  on  the  subject,  if  I  lay  before  the  House  a  scheme 
which  I  request  you  to  accept  and  which  is  satisfactory  to  my  ideas  and 
which  may  be  satisfactory  to  my  friends,  I  shall  he  happy  to  do  so.  But 
at  present  I  am  not  able  to  do  so.  That  is,  however,  a  different  matter. 

PRESIDENT:  Time. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (V  riran-lrum  cum  NedumaiigcttO  :  I 
have  to  point  out  one  further  fact.  I  shall  not  be  a  party  to  make  the 
Assembly  a  hand-maid  to  the  Legislative  Council.  I  find  in  the  Mysore 
Rules  that  the  Assembly  may  send  a  few  representatives  to  the  Council. 
That  means  the  Assembly  is  placed  in  a  position  of  subordination. 

Mb.  G.  PAEAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neijyattiulatra ):  May  I 
point  out  that  the  amendment  does  not  contemplate  any  such  change  ? 

.  Mb.  T.  E.  VELU  PILLAI  (; IWumndrwn  cum  AV  In  ..ungad) :  I 
am  speaking  on  the  general  aspects  of  the  motion.  I  hope  it  is  per¬ 
fectly  relevant. 

■  PRESIDENT :  I  would  draw  your  attention  to  the  time-limit. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trkandnmi  cum  Nclumang ad) :  I 
shall  not  take  much  time.  I  do  not  want  the  Council  to  be  a  ’  superior 
body  and  the  Assembly  a  subordinate  one.  The  Assembly  has 
done  a  lot  of  work  and  many  of  my  distinguished  countrymen  have  sat 
in  .the  Assembly.  Government  have  been  profited  by  the  deliberations 
of  the  Assembly.  By  that  I  do  not  mean  that  the  Council  is  not  doing 
any  efficient  and  good  work.  The  Council  is  doing  Very  efficient  and 
very  good  work.  Otherwise,  I  would  not  think  of  coming  and  sitting 
here.,  ( Laughter .)  But  what  I  say  is  that  the  Assembly  should  not  be 
put  in  a  position  of  subordination.  It  is  a  glorious  heritage  that  we  have 
had.  His  Highness  has  granted  it  unasked.  It  has  been  looked  up  to 
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by  the  whole  people  of  India  and  by  successive  Devvans  with  favour. 
The  franchise  for  the  Assembly  is  fixed  at  Its.  50  while  the  Council 
franchise  is  Es.  5.  I  am  not  at  all  in  favour  of  the  view  that,  in  any 
scheme  that  may  be  devised  for  the  improvement  of  our  constitution,  the 
Assembly  should  be  placed  in  a  position  of  any  kind  of  direct  or  indirect 
subordination. 

I  am  for  reforming  the  Assembly,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
I  can  take  my  stand  on  a  memorandum  which  is  not  formally  before 
this  House ;  nor  am  I  able  to  accept  particular  details  given  by  the 
mover  with  regard  to  reconst  r  uction,  because  the  element  of  co-ordina¬ 
tion,  the  means  by  which  the  interference  of  Government  may  be  pre¬ 
vented,  the  means  by  which  the  tie  between  the  Assembly  and  the 
Council  may  be  averted — these  are  not  provided  for.  For  that  reason,  I 
am  not  satisfied  with  the  present  scheme.  I,  therefore,  oppose  the  re¬ 
solution  and  hope  that  my  friend  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  will  in  the 
very  next  session  of  the  Legislative  Council  come  forward  with  a  really 
gocd  and  useful  scheme  which  every  patriotic  Travancorean  might  be 
able  to  accept. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( NcygaUinhtm )  :  May  I 
know  whether  he  will  himself  be  prepared  to  do  it  V 

Mb.  T-  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nediimtmgad) :  One 
question  is  not  answered  by  another.  Perhaps  I  may  entertain  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  do  it,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  my  friend  any  assurance. 

Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {MuicUtiipuzha) :  <SQJ3§aJc6>o 
aoo  cfcdsKJung)0 .  orj)i@(@ojo  Aro^gjSQJcSk  fflcSjOgcaasmsitamoosno0? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trioandran  cum  Neduo.angad): 
ujQjsigmni0  (si®  on  ogjtwwoD  aQ,o_islmooQ)oab  cuoslgj.  (Sig>  ojlaajco) 
SHcroio-jool  coocuoaoxSl  ru.orol  aj|5n§°.  agjcmo®6  rofl^jcoocn)  aas 
(giQjooQJOTroil.-of)  agyotrolflgj. 

Mb,  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvaitupuzha) :  gDSo^oysg. 
<rol<n5  aolcrro  i^§sro6>2>cnDgsn§o? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumcmgad): 
fitolcesiejo 

Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvattupuzka) :  <a>o^6fY5s>2 
ODOGSfDC? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  NedumangadY 
isroara),  cfcoc^c&arosro"  aaisregf. 

.  Mb.  N.  RAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) : 
May  I  know  whether  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  will  be  able  to  indicate 
his  views  in  regard  to  the  line  of  reform  that  is  desirable  ? 

PRESIDENT :  He  has  already  said  that  he  is  not  prepared. 


3(58  TRAVANOOBE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.  [8  LID  NOVEMBER  1023. 

[Mi.  K.  C.  Maimnen  Mappillai.] 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  T’lLLAI  (Trivan  inn,,  cum  Ncduma.ujad): 
My  friend  Mr.  G-.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  referred  to  documents 
which  are  not  formally  before  the  House.  I  may  also  refer  to  the  re¬ 
ports  of  the  Assembly  containing  the  speeches  of  very  distinguished  men. 
If  I  think  of  moving  a  resolution  on  the  subject  with  the  advice  of  my 
non-official  friends,  1  may  lie  able  to  formulate  a  scheme.  I  concede  it 
is  a  very  difficult  question;  anil  unless  clear  ideas  a, re  placed  before  us 
I  shall  not  he  able  to  support  the  proposition. 

li.\o  Bahadur  K.  A.  KBIS1TNA.  A.I VAN (J  All  iNo„,i;,ahd)  (De¬ 
puty  Premh.it) :  Is  he  opposing  both  tlio  resolution  and  the  amend¬ 
ment? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trirandru; -  cum  Nedimangad)  :  Yes, 
I  oppose  both. 

Mb.  K.  0.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Gommercc  and  Industries] 
North)  :  Sir,  I  have  been  also  a  member  of  the  Sri  Muiam  Popular' 
Assembly  for  several  years  under  successive  Dcwans.  I  have  got  a 
high  opinion  about  the  services  rendered  to  the  public  of  fravancore  by 
the  Sri  Muiam  Popular  Assembly.  What  may  he  described  as  some  kind 
of  public  opinion  which  may  he  taken  into  account  by  the  Government 
was  brought  into  existence  only  after  the  Sri  Muiam  Popular  Assembly 
was  inaugurated  by  Mr.  V.  P.  Madhava  Eao.  Therefore,  I  for  one  am 
not  prepared  to  say  a  word  derogatory  to  the  services  of  th.c  Assembly  ; 
but  in  view  of  tne  fact  that  the  Legislative  Council  has  been  recently 
expanded  and  made  more  useful  and  influential  as  my  friends 
have  already  pointed  out,  very  largely  through  the  re-iterated  re¬ 
presentations  of  the  Sri  Muiam  Popular  Assembly  members,  I  cannot 
reconcile  myself  to  the  perpetuation  of  a  system  in  which  the  two 
assemblies  will  be  often  brought  into  conflict.  As  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai 
has  again  and  again  been  saying,  it  is  a  very  difficult  subject  for  any 
one  to  talk  about.  At  the  same  time,  one  has  to  say  what  or.e  honestly 
feels  at  this  juncture.  I  have  not  understood  any  of  my  friends  to  say 
that  the  Assembly  should  be  a  more  important  body  of  men  with  regard 
to  the  functions  assigned  to  it  than  the  Legislative  Council.  The  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  is  designed  to  have  a  continuous  existence,  holding 
several  sessions  in  the  year,  each  session  lasting  for  several  days  and 
transacting  the  business  of  legislation,  criticism,  etc  ,  with  very  close 
scrutiny  and  continuous  application.  At  the  most,  the  Assembly  is  in¬ 
tended  to  focus  public  opinion  and  to  pass  resolutions  to  indicate  the 
general  trend  of  opinion  in  the  country.  We  are  all  satisfied  that  the 
Legislative  Council  has  not  yet  attained  perfection.  We  are  desirous 
that  some  of  those  subjects  which  have  been  removed  from  the  purview 
of  the  Legislative  Council  should  be  brought  within  the  scope  of  the 
subjects  which  the  Legislative  Council  can  discuss  and  pass  resolutions 
upon ;  and  we  are  also  anxious  that  there  should  he  some  kind  of  res¬ 
ponsibility  towards  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  part  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive,  We  .hope  that,  as  a  natural  result,  as  a  natural  development  of 
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the  Legislative  Council,  an  Executive  Council  will  be  brought  into  exis¬ 
tence  in  the  near'  future  to  which  some  members  at  least  may  be  elected 
by  the  Legislative  Council.  Such  being  the  case,  if  we  try  to  develop 
the  Assembly  also  along  the  same,  lines,  I  cannot  see  how  we  can 
avoid  a  good  deal  of  overlapping  of  functions,  conflict  of  views 
between  the  two  Houses  and  waste  of  time  and  money.  The  only 
way  in  which  a  popularly  elected  Assembly  cau  logically  develop  is 
along  the  lines  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  have  been  reading 
a  good  deal  of  literature  on  the  development  of  the  Mysore 
Assembly  and  other  similar  institutions.  I  think  people  have  been  beat¬ 
ing  about  the  bush  to  some  extent  about  these  matters.  The  deve¬ 
lopment  of  these  bodies  is  in  some  measure  tending  iu  the  direction  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  the  Imperial  Parliament.  If  that  is  the 
case,  eventually  it  will  result  in  the  formation  of  a  bicameral  system  of 
legislature,  just  like  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons, 
said  also  other  two-chamber  governments  in  various  other  western 
countries.  Now,  whether  such  a  bicameral  system  is  desirable  here  is  a 
doubtful  point.  I  remember  Mr.  Asquith,  one  of  the  greatest  authorities 
on  constitutional  questions  and  about  whose  liberalism,  about  whose 
popular  sympathy,  there  can  be  no  question,  saying  deliberately  that  he 
was  not  in  favour  of  a  bicameral  parliamentary  system.  The  House  of 
Lords  came  into  existence  iu  the  evolution  of  the  British  Constitution 
and  nobody  could  get  rid  of  that.  Therefore,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
clip  its  wings  and  to  evolve  order  out  of  the  chaos  created  by  the 
constant  conflict  between  the  two  chambers.  Now,  if  that  is  admitted, 
I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable  for  us  also  to  go  in  the  direction  which  will 
eventually  land  us  in  the  evolution  of  two  chambers  with  co-ordinate 
powers.  One  principal  object  in  view  in  desiring  a  second  chamber — 

Mr.  G.  P AN AME S  V ARAN  PILLAI  (Nnji/atti/Jcara).:  May  I 
point  out  that  mv  amendment  does  not  contemplate  the  giving  of  any 
legislative  or  formulating  power  to  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  ? 

Mr.  K.  0.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Com  neroe  and  Industries, 
North)  :  It  does  not ;  but  I  hope  I  am  at  perfect  liberty  to  develop  my 
argument  in  my  own  way.  I  do  not  say  that  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 
contemplates  any  such  arrangement.  If  I  am  oat  of  order,  I  hope  the 
President  will  point  it  out,  and  I  shall  be  ready  to  withdraw  this 
statement. 

PRESIDENT  :  Anyway  there  is  a  proposal  to  confer  some  such 
power  on  the  Assembly  because  the  amendment  says  that  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Assembly  if  accepted  should  have  binding  force  upon  the 
Government. 

Mr.  K  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI :  (Co  nmerce  and  Industries, 
North )  :  One  principal  object,  I  say,  is  that  the  first  chamber,  the 
popular  chamber,  having  unlimited  powers  given,  to  it,  and  liable  in  a 
gust  of  joassion  to  enact  far-reaching  and  subversive  measures  which,  on 
s.econd  thoughts,  they  themselves  may  withdraw  or  modify,  may  be 
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curbed  in  the  exercise  of  its  powers  by  a  seeunil  chamber  so  that  the 
first  chamber  may  have  time  to  pause  and  come  to  a  deliberate  decision. 
In  Travancore,  there  is  no  such  danger  looming  even  in  the  distant  future. 
We  are  all  of  us  conscious  that  the  powers  of  the  Legislative  Council 
are  considerably  circumscribed  and  it  depends  upon  the  Government  as 
well  as  upon  the  behaviour  of  the  members  of  the  successive  Legislative 
Councils,  to  what  extent  greater  powers  are  to  be  conferred  upon 
it.  Such  being  the  case,  it  seems  to  lie  obvious  that  there  is  no  neces¬ 
sity  for  bringing  into  existence  a  second  chamber  to  proven t  any  hasty 
legislation  or  any  violent  measures  being  rushed  through  by  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council.  That  is  a  consideration  which  would  have  appealed  to 
me,  but  which  does  not  apply  to  conditions  existing  in,  or  looming  in  the 
distant  horizon  of  Travancore. 

Now,  another  consideration  which  weighs  very  much  with  me 
is  this.  We  know  that  the  President  has  often  remarked,  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Government  have  often  complained,  that  a  session  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  iuvolves  the  President,  the  Becretary,  and  the  various 
heads  of  departments  in  a  very  heavy  expenditure  of  labour  and  time. 
Each  session  of  the  legislature  means  immense  preparation  before  the 
Council  meets.  We  were  rather  dissatisfied  that  we  were  not  having  as 
many  sessions  of  the  Legislative  Council  as  are  necessary  and  would  be 
desirable.  The  President  explained  that  it  was  not  because  he  did  not 
also  desire  it,  but  because,  owing  to  pressure  of  business,  it  was  not  pos¬ 
sible  to  do  anything  more  than  what  was  done.  Since  the  functions  and 
scope  of  the  Legislative  Council  have  been  widened,  the  work  of  the 
officers  of  Government  and  the  Head  of  the  Administration  must  have 
considerably  increased.  If  the  functions  and  scope  of  the  Popular 
Assembly  are  also  increased  the  strain  must  inevitably  become  greater. 
We  all  know  that,  as  it  is,  each  session  of  the  Assembly  involves  very 
heavy  labour  and  trouble  for  the  members  of  the  Government  and  also 
considerable  expenditure.  I  cannot  view  with  equanimity  any  aggrava¬ 
tion  of  these  necessary  evils.  Such  being  the  case,  I  would  say :  “  Either 
abolish  the  Legislative  Council  and  give  all  the  functions  which  you 
all  consider  necessary  to  the  Assembly,  if  necessary,  giving  it  any  other 
name ;  or  try  your  best  to  see  that  the  Legislative  Council  becomes  as 
perfect  a  body  as  you  can  make  it,”  I  cannot  reconcile  myself  to  the 
wisdom  of  cumbering  such  a  small  country  as  Travancore  with  two  re¬ 
presentative  assemblies.  I  should  prefer  that  the  one  or  the  other  is 
done  away  with. 

But  the  Assembly  has  come  into  existence,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  desirable  that  we  should  go  back  on  what  has  already  been 
done,  and,  therefore,  the  Assembly  may  be  allowed  to  exist  as  it  is , 
without  further  development  of  its  scope  but  with  such  minor  changes 
as  experience  has  shown  to  be  necessary  for  making  it  more  representa¬ 
tive  and  less  cumbersome.  I  was  content  with  most  of  the  draft 
rules  published  by  Government  for  the  reorganisation  of  the  Assembly. 
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That  is  my  personal  view  of  the  matter,  howsoever  .unpopular  it  may 
be.  I  advocate  this  view  not  because  I  am  a  member  of  this  Council 
nor  because  I  have  any  hope  that  I  shall  be  a  perpetual  member  here. 
I.  have,  had  the  honor  of  representing  the  people  in  the  Assembly  and 
I  hope  I  may  again  be  privileged  to  represent  some  constituency  in  the 
Assembly.  But,  as  a  citizen  of  the  country,  as  a  disinterested  observer 
of  the  development  of  the  constitution,  I  strongly  feel  that  any  further 
expansion  of  the  Popular  Assembly  will  not  be  conducive  to  efficient 
administration.  I  do  not  deny  that  the  desires  and  wishes  of  the  people 
should  be  understood  by  the  executive.  That  is  the  one  important 
function  of  the  Assembly.  This  function  is  now  being  discharged 
by  the  Legislative  Council  also.  Besides,  it  is  inadvisable  to  push  too 
far  in  any  one  direction  at  the  sacrifice  of  other  equally  important 
matter.  The.  ordinary  routine  work  of  the  administration  also  has  to 
be  very  carefully  attended  to.  After  all,  it  is  there  that  the  administra¬ 
tion  justifies  itself.  There  are  lakhs  and  lakhs  of  people  whose  wants 
have  to  be  attended  to  and  whose  grievances  have  to  be  redressed. 
So  many  cases  have  to  be  considered  carefully  and  decisions  arrived  at. 
Now,  if  the  demands  of  these  elected  bodies  are  increased,  it  goes  with¬ 
out  saying  that  the  attention  of  the  executive  will  be  diverted  from 
other  equally  important  work.  That  is  a  state  of  things  which,  I  am 
sure,  nobody  would  desire  to  bring  about.  Therefore,  personally,  I 
should  think  that  the  Assembly  should  be  allowed  to  remain  as  it  is,  and 
that  all  possible  measures  should  be  adopted  to  .perfect  the  machinery 
and  improve  the  scope  and  function  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mb.  TABIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Murattiqmzha) :  (soJoSoicfco 

oo swotto  d-JO 61  og)at»osm“  ffivoislisyoato? 

PRESIDENT  :  He  has  not  said  anything  about  that. 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastismram )  :  Sir,  my  friend  Mr.  G. 
Paramesvaran  Pillai  wants,  among  other  things,  that  the  Assembly 
should  be  given  the  power  of  discussing  the  budget  before  its  introduc¬ 
tion  into  the  Legislative  Council,  that  it  should  be  given  the  power  of 
putting  questions  and  moving  resolutions  on  matters  of  public  interest, 
that  resolutions  passed  by  the  Assembly  when  approved  by  the  Council 
should  be  binding  on  the  Government,  and  that  all  measures  of  new  taxa¬ 
tion  should  be  voted  upon  by  the  Assembly-  To  me  it  appears,  Sir,  that 
the  adoption  of  these  reforms  would  be.  to  strike  at  the  very  root  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Government  and  to  trespass  into  the  domain  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  sovereign.  If  such  a  thorough  change  is  found 
necessary,  it  shall  have  to  come  as  a  gift  from  the  sovereign.  Further, 
these  reforms,  affecting  as  they  do  not  only  the  constitution  but  also 
the  functions  of  the  Assembly,  necessitate  the  presence  and  participation 
in  the  Assembly  of  official  members.  Even  as  matters  stand  at  present, 
it  is  said  that  the  ordinary  work  of  the  various  departments  suffers  to 
some  extent  owing  to  the  time  taken  by  the  staff  in  the  preparation  of 
statements  and  answers  to  the  numerous  questions  that  axe  asked  by 
this  side  of  the  House. 
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Mr  A.  HOOGEWERF  (»M  :  Did  not  these  questions 
serve  to  improve  the  Government  ? 

Mr  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  :  Certainly.  If  the 

powers  of  interpellation  and  moving  resolutions  are  also  given  to  the 
Assembly,  the  strength  of  which  is  treble,  that  of  this  side  of  the  House, 
it  will  not,  as  matters  stand  at  present,  serve  any  good  purpose  and  will 
only  embarrass  the  Government,  taking  into  consideration  such  facts  as 
the  very  large  number  of  questions  that  may  have  to  be  answered,  the 
resolutions  that  may  have  to  be  discussed,  I  he  length  of  time  that 
would  be  necessary  to  discuss  them,  the  extra  cost  that  may  have  to 
be  incurred  in  this  connection  and  various  other  consequences  that 
would  arise  therefrom.  I  think,  such  reforms  as,  “  that  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Assembly  when  .approved  by  the  Council  should  be 
binding  on  the  Government,”  and  “  that  all  measures  of  new  taxation 
should  ba  voted  upon  by  the  Assembly,”  would,  if  adopted,  completely 
change  the  present  constitution  oi  the  Government ;  and,  as  I  have  al¬ 
ready  observed,  this  ought  to  come  by  way  of  a  gift  from  our  sovereign. 
Sir,  I  do  feel  with  the  learned  members  of  the.  committee  when  they 
say  that — 

‘■The  mime  of  His  lliglmoss  tlu-  Malm  Itnja  is  in.liHsolul.ly  eomiavird  with  the 
Assembly,  find  sentiment  which  plays  a  largo  pan.  in  Inmuui  affairs  ivipiirc*  that  it 
should  nut  lie  whittled  down  ny  rodnoed  to  a  postiun  of  i -on i j uirnr i \-o  iiiipolouro  ", 

But,  as  for  this,  Sir,  I  fail  to  sec  whether  there  exists  any  useful 
institution  in  Travancore  which  is  not  virtually  indissolubly  connected 
with  the  name  of  our  beloved  and  revered  sovereign,  His  Gracious 
Highness  the  Maha  Raja  of  Travancore.  All  that  I  want,  Sir,  is  that 
due  respect  should  be  paid  to  the  prerogative  of  the  sovereign. 

Sir,  before  one  advocates  the  opinion  that  the  Assembly  should  be 
reformed  on  the  basis  suggested  by  the.  learned  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  a  careful  and  thorough  study  of  such  questions  as  the  following 
is  absolutely  necessary.  Whether  under  the  existing  circumstances, 
the  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  the  Assembly  would  serve  any  useful 
purpose  or  would  only  embarrass  the  Government;  whether  the  existing 
state  of  affairs  would  justify  the  introduction  of  two  chambers  in  the 
State  of  Travancore ;  whether  such  chambers  existing  in  countries 
elsewhere  do  really  turn  out  good  work  ;  whether  we  require  a  second 
chamber  to  support  or  correct  this  chamber  ;  whether  we  should  not 
work  the  reformed  Legislative  Council  sufficiently  long  to  see  how  best  its 
defects  might  be  cured  by  reforming  the  Assembly ;  and  whether,  now, 
Dewan  Mr.  V,  P.  Madhava  Rao  or  any  one  else  would  support  the 
views  of  the  learned  members  of  the  committee,  in  consideration  of  the 
present  constitution  of  this  House  and  other  circumstances  existing  at 
present  in  Travancore — these  and  similar  questions  have  to  be  studied 
thoroughly  with  great  care  and  caution.  I  do  not,  for  a  moment,  say 
that  the  draft  revised  rules  are  perfect  and  do  not  admit  of  any  change 
alteration  or  addition.  Such  changes  as  would  not  interfere  with  the 
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present  constitution  of  Government  and  would  bo  really  useful  to  the 
public  at  large  should,  by  all  means,  be  introduced. 

One  thing  which  is  really  wanted  is  an  enlargement  of  the  franchise 
for  election  to  the  Assembly  and  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  re¬ 
quests  repeatedly  made  by  several  members  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular 
Assembly.  A  study  of  the  various  members  elected  to  the  Assembly 
from  year  to  year  would  go  to  show  that  people  of  certain  communities, 
interests  or  opinions  invariably  predominate. 

The  Assembly  was  created  by  notification  for  a  special  purpose' 
We  have  to  see  if  that  purpose  is  being  properly  served.  If  not,  we 
should  concert  measures  only  to  improve  it. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  resolution  would  have  been 
acceptable  if  it  had  been  worded  thus  : 

“  This  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  lliei  they  may  he  pleased  to  revise  at 
an  early  date  the  constitution  and  powers  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  taking 
Into  consideration  the  views  of  the  members  of  this  House  and  the  public  at  large.  " 

Rev.  Fb.  KURIAKOSE  VETTIKKAPALLI  (T vdiqnaha  cum 
Runnatnacl)  ;  Sir,  every  one  admits  that  the  Assembly  has  been  doing 
very  useful  work;  but  the  present  franchise  under  which  only  those  who 
pay  a  tax  of  Rs.  50  and  more  could  vote  for  the  Assembly,  is  indeed  too 
high,  and  to  a  considerable  extent,  it  frustrates  the  scope  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly,  which  on  account  of  this  restriction  is  not  sufficiently  popular  nor 
representative.  Therefore,  to  make  the  Popular  Assembly  a  really 
popular  and  representative  institution,  the  franchise  must  be  widened  as 
far  as  possible.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  too  much  to  request  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  extend  the  franchise,  as  the  mover  says,  to  all  persons  paying  a 
yearly  tax  of  one  rupee.  I  would  heartily  support  this  part  of  the  re¬ 
solution, 

But,  I  do  not  stand  for  the  other  powers  being  given  to  the 
Assembly.  Now,  this  reformed  Council  has  been  given  powers  of  inter¬ 
pellation  and  of  moving  resolutions  and  other  ample  powers,  and  very 
free  use  of  them  is  being  made  here.  To  confer  the  same  powers 
on  the  Assembly  would  mean  duplication  of  work.  I  am  one  with 
Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai  in  saying  that  that  would  mean  additional  ex¬ 
penditure  and  involve  dislocation  in  the  work  of  administration  with  no 
corresponding  benefit.  Therefore,  if  the  democratic  desire  of  the  people 
is  not  satisfied  by  the  powers  conferred  on  the  Legislative  Council,  I 
would  suggest  that  more  powers  be  given  to  this  Council,  especially 
in  the  matter  of  allowing  more  time  to  non-official  business,  so  that 
ample  opportunity  may  be  granted  for  the  exercise  of  these  powers. 
"With  these  remarks,  I  oppose  the  other  portions  of  the  resolution. 

'  Mh,  S,  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Kartigapalli ) :  Sir, 
this  is  one  of  the  most  important  propositions  vve  have  had  before  the 
House.  Its  purpose  is  the  formulation  of  a  constitution  for  Travancore. 
We  have  now  two  bodies  -  one  termed  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly 
which  has  been  brought  into  existence  by  the  executive  and,  which,  we 
Yol.  IV.— No.  5.  » 
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may  say  now,  lives  under  sufferance.  We  have  also  a  Council— a 
statutory  body  with  definite  powers.  Comparing  the  powers,  work  and 
functions  of  the  two  bodies  side  by  side,  we  find  that  the  utility  of  the 
Assembly  has  gone,  as  the  one  is  merged  in  the  other.  Taking  the 
question  of  franchise  alone,  the  number  of  voters  for  the  Assembly  who 
pay  a  tax  of  Rs.  50  and  above,  as  against  the  number  of  voters  to  this 
Council  who  pay  a  tax  of  Rs.  5  and  above,  is  so  arranged  and  the 
latter  is  so  large  that  the  electors  to  the  Assembly  are  merged  in  the 
larger  number  of  electors  to  this  Council. 

Secondly,  so  far  as  the  powers  or  functions  arc  concerned,  the 
unction  of  the  Assembly  is  only  that  of  making  representations.  In 
the  Council,  we  have  certain  powers  of  control  over  finance,  over 
legislation,  and  we  have  also  the  power  of  initiating  resolutions  and 
bringing  them  forward  in  such  a  manner  that  the  Government  will  be 
bound  by  them.  Thus,  a  similar  function  of  making  representations” 
has  got  dissolved  or  annihilated  into  the  larger  powers  that  we  now 
enjoy  in  this  Council.  I  may  also  submit  that  the  power  or  position  of 
the  President  in  the  Assembly  is  extremely  delicate.  The  representa¬ 
tions  made  in  the  Assembly  mainly  converge  on  finance.  The  control 
of  the  purse,  at  least  theoretically,  vests  in  this  Council,  and  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Assembly  is  not.  herefore,  competent  to  do  anything  in  the 
way  of  granting  the  representations  made  in  the  Assembly.  The 
proper  body  or  individual  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  tlie 
Assembly  is  the  Legislative  Council,  because  the  Legislative  Council 
has  the  control  of  the  purse  and  it  alone  can  act  or  refuse  to  act  in 
respect  of  the  representations  made,  most  of  which  converge  on  finance. 
Therefore  also  the  function  of  the  Assembly  is  practically  gone. 

We  have  now  two  bodies  elected  by  the  people,  a  larger  body  to 
make  representations  and  a  smaller  body  to  act.  Thus  reviewing  the 
position  as  they  are  now,  we  find  no  function  for  the  Assembly. 

The  only  question  left  to  us  is  wh  ether  wo  have  to  give  it  its  final  quie  - 
tus  or  whether  we  have  to  mend  it.  Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai  has  given 
us  a  learned  disquisition  as  to  the  difficulty  of  working  the  two  bodies — 
the  bicameral  system — in  a  small  State  like  Travaneore.  It  will 
not  only  be  difficult;  it  will  be  extremely  unnecessary  to  have  two 
popular  bodies  side  by  side  with  possibly  similar  or  parallel  powers. 
If  one  body  is  subordinate  to  tlie  other,  then  the  subordinate  body  is 
superfluous.  There  is  nothing  to  be  gained  in  retaining  a  superfluous 
body  that  has  outlived  its  usefulness.  Outside  Travaneore  also,  two 
bodies  working  side  by  side  have  not  been  producing  very  desirable  re* 
suits.  I  may  instance  the  case  of  tlie  Council  of  State  and  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Assembly  elsewhere.  Even  in  respect  of  the  blouse  of  Lords;  the 
best  opinion  at  the  present  day  seems  to  be  that  it  is  time  that  the 
House  of  Lords  were  ended.  After  all  then,  so  far  as  the  present  posi¬ 
tion  goes,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  popular  sentiment  as  to  whether  the  Sri 
.J$ulam.Popular  Assembly  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue.  It  cannot 
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do  any  useful  work  under  the  present  arrangement.  If  so,  I  put  the 
question,  what  is  to  be  gained  by  making  it  a  statutory  body  unless  it 
has  definite  functions  and  duties  to  perform  ?  There  is  no  use  in  retain^ 
ing  it  for  the  sake  of  public  sentiment. 

Mr,  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  given  us  a  number  of  ideas  where- 
under  useful  powers  might  be  given  to  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular 
Assembly.  The  first  one  that  he  mentioned  was  in  the  words  of  the 
memorandum  :  “Foremost  amongst  our  suggestions  is  that  the  Assembly 
should  be  a  statutory  body.”  Now,  why  should  it  be  a  statutory  body 
unless  it  be  for  a  definite  programme  of  work '?  The  functions  he  wants 
the  body  to  do  are  contained  in  the  following  items  in  the  programme. 
He  says : 

“  The  legislative  programme  for  each  year  should  bo  placed  before  the  Assembly 
for  the  general  discussion  of  the  principles  of  the  Bills,  with  power  to  record  its  opinion 
rby  means  of  votes,  and  such  opinions  shall  be  communicated  to  the  Council." 

Now,  so  far  as  this  function  goes,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Popular 
Assembly  is  to  be  a  mere  discussing  body,  a  sort  of  conveyance  to  the 
upper  or  more  important  House.  I  do  not  see  how  a  mere  discussion  of 
any  measure  is  going  to  benefit  anybody. 

•The  second  point  that  he  urges  is : 

“The  Assembly  shall  have  also  the  right  to  he  consulted  before  any  measure,  not 
included  in  the  legislative  programme  or  passed  by  the  Council,  is  submitted  for  the 
sanction  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja.” 

.With  such  a  sweeping,  indefinite  and  vague  general  statement,  it  is 
impossible  for  one  to  exactly  postulate  the  contingency  illustrating 
where  any  such  powers  may  be  used.  I  find  it  so  very  vague  that 
it  is  impossible  to  say  what  it  might  or  might  not  include. 

The  third  point  that  he  refers  to  is  that  the  Popular  Assembly 
members  should  not  be  restricted  in  their  choice  of  subjects.  The 
choice  or  discussion  of  subjects  depends  only  upon  the  function  that 
may  be  usefully  performed.  Really  it  is  only  a  subsidiary  matter.  If 
useful  work  can  be  done,  then  we  need  not  care  much  for  the  choice  of 
subjects. 

Then  he  says : 

“All  measures  of  new  taxation,  including'  increase  of  existing  taxation  should  be 
voted  upon  by  the  Assembly,  particularly  as  in  regard  to  taxation  the  Legislative  Council 
has  but  a  feeble  voice.” 

I  think  this  is  the  most  important  item  in  the  programme  that  is 
delineated  to  the  House,  viz.,  that  the  right  of  taxation,  or  the  right  to 
impose  new  taxes,  as  he  pats  it,  must  vest  in  this  popular  body.  In 
a  consideration  of  the  future  constitution  of  Travaneore,  it  would  not 
do  for  us  to  consider  these  matters  off-hand.  Months  of  study  and 
serious  thought  are  necessary  to  enable  one  to  make  a  workable  -pro¬ 
gramme  .  as  regards  functions  or  duties  to  be  discharged  by  popular 
bodies.  In  Mysore  there  are  twp  bodies  sitting  side  by  side.  With 
du.e  deference,  it  may  be  said  that  they  are  not  doing  very  satisfactory 
yyork.  It  may  be  that  we  are  carried  off  by  what  we  see  in  public 
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papers;  but  after  all  we  do  not  find  that  any  definite,  duty  is  discharged 
by  the  two  bodies  that  have  been  created.. 

The  nest  item  that  you  find  is : 

‘■Resolutions  passed  l>y  tlie  Assembly  "lieu  n|ip!'nvi»l  By  llio  Council  should  be  bind¬ 
ing  on  Government" 

There  we  find  that  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai'w  ideas  are  ontirely  new, 
Pie  tells  us  there  that  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  is  entirely  a 
subordinate  body.  He  tells  us  there  that  thoy  may  pass  resolutions  and 
submit  them  to  the  upper  House,  i.  e.,  ourselves,  and  that  whon  we  ap* 
prove  of  them  they  should  be  binding  upon  the  Government.  Now,  as  I 
once  before  put  it,  what  is  the  use  in  retaining  a  subordinate  body  with 
no  power  of  initiative  V  It  has  only  the  power  of  passing  it  on  to  our. 
selves,  . 

These,  I  find,  in  the  main,  form  the  programme  that  has  been  put 
forward  by.  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  In  respect  of  the  constitution 
suggested  by  him,  I  hope  he  will  excuse  me  when  I  observe  that  the 
proposals  have  not  gone  beyond-  the  stage  of  ‘crude’.  More  attention 
and  more  study  might  be  necessary,  nay,  are  certainly  necessary,  before 
advancing  a  programme  for  ourselves.  I  am  in  entire  sympathy  with 
Mr.  Kunjitomman  and  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  in  respect  of  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  popularising  the  constitution  of  Travancore  and  giving  the  peo¬ 
ple  more  powers,  but  I  fear  that  this  is  not  the  way  to  do  it.  We  have 
to  bestow  more  thought  on  the  subject  and  put  forward  more  definite 
schemes.  Then  we  may  be  able  to  do  it  more  effectively. 

When  I  make  these  observations  about  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular 
Assembly,  it  might  be  supposed  that  I  might  have  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Assembly,  and  that,  therefore,  I  might  say  anything  about  the 
functions  of  the  Assembly-  I  may  tell  the,  House  that  I  am  one  of  the 
oldest  members  that  took  part  in  the  Assembly.  I  was  one  of  the  first 
elected  members  of  the  Assembly  in  1081,  and -I  was  also  a  represen¬ 
tative  in  1082.  I  have  been  closely  observing  the  work  of  the  Assembly, 
and  I  can  say  that,  since  the  inauguration  of  this  Council,  its  work  and 
utility  are  entirely  gone.  Therefore,  the  question  is  whether  we  are  to 
sound  its  funeral  note  or  to  mend  it.  To  mend  it,  however,  this  is  not 
the  way. 

Mn.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated)  :  Sir,  I  am  not  in 
favour  of  the  extension  of  the  franchise  for  representation  in  the  Popular 
Assembly,  as  the  necessity  for  it,  at  present,  has  not  been  proved.  Why 
the  power  to  vote  should  be  limited  even  to  persons  paying  a  yearly  tax 
of  one  rupee  or  more  is  not  clear  to  me.  The  power  to  interpellate  and 
move  resolutions  now  rests  with  this  Council  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
this  power  should  be  extended  to  the  Popular  Assembly,  especially  when 
the  resolutions  moved  in  this  Council  range  over  all  conceivable  varieties 
of  .  subjects.  If  any  subject  has  been  excluded  from  the  purview  of  the 
Council  for  any  reason,  the  same  reason  would  apply  to  its  exclusion  from 


■REFORM  OB’  THE  POPULAR  ASSEMBLY, 


877 


that  of  the  Popular  Assembly  also.  It  is,  therefore,  an  unnecessary  re¬ 
duplication  of  work  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  lead  to  complications,  conflicts 
and  overlapping  of  jurisdiction  between  this  Council  and  the  Assembly, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  unnecessary  waste  of  time  and  energy  of  the  official 
members  concerned  in  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions,  etc,,  in  both 
these  bodies.  The  revision  of  the  constitution  and  power  of  the  Sri 
Mulam  Popular  Assembly  may,  I  think,  be  left  to  the  judgment  and  dis¬ 
cretion  of  the  Government,  as  that  generous  body,  to  which  we  owe  the 
very  creation  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  the  Assembly,  maybe  trust¬ 
ed  to  do  more  that  is  needed  for  the  progressive  requirements  of  Govern¬ 
ment.  At  present,  a  resolution  of  the  kind  proposed  appears  to  me  to 
be  premature.  I  therefore  oppose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Ghenganimr  cum  Pattanam - 
titta) :  Sir,  I  have  not  had  the  fortune  to  be  a  member  of  the  Assembly, 
So’,  I  am  not  bound  by  any  sort  of  tie  or  sympathy  towards  the  Assem¬ 
bly.  But  I  am  one  who  is  interested  in  the  reform  of  the  Assembly, 
Now  the  Popular  Assembly  is  considered  to  be  a  body  of  petitioners 
and  preachers.  No  doubt,  the  Popular  Assembly  has  done  much  good  to 
the  State,  but,  at  present,  with  the  growth  of  public  spirit  in  the  country 
and  with  the  reform  of  the  Legislative  Council,  it  has  outlived  its  use¬ 
fulness.  Though  I  am  in  favour  of  reforming  the  Popular  Assembly,  I 
do  not  agree  with  the  scope  or  object  of  this  resolution.  I  believe  that 
the  Popular  Assembly  should  be  reformed  and  reconstituted  in  such  a 
way  that  it  must  have  control  over  the  executive  and  it  must  make  the 
Government  responsible  to  the  people.  That  is  the  ideal  to  be  kept  in 
view  in  the  reconstitution  or  reformation  ofthePopul  ar  Assembly,  and 
to  reach  that  ideal  we  must  formulate  a  scheme,  and  that  scheme  is  not 
contained  in  the  resolution  or  in  the  amendment  proposed. 

The  resolution  contains  three  propositions.  That  is,  firstly,  the  fran¬ 
chise  must  be  extended,  secondly,  the  Council  must  be  given  the  right 
of  moving  resolutions,  and  thirdly  the  right  of  asking  questions.  Now, 
the  right  of  moving  resolutions  and  the  right  of  asking  questions  are 
conferred  on  this  Council.  Members  of  this  Council  represent  almost  all 
the  taluks  in  the  State  and  the  Council  meets  three  or  four  times  a  year. 
So,  the  members  of  this  Council  have  got  the  opportunity  to  ask  various 
questions  and  to  move  resolutions.  The  Assembly,  according  to  the 
present  constitution,  will  meet  only  once  in  a  year,  and  the  questions 
put  and  resolutions  moved  there,  I  think,  will  not  be  more  helpful  to  the 


Then,  it  is  proposed  that  the  resolutions  moved  in  the  Popular  As¬ 
sembly  and  accepted  by  this  Council  must  be  binding  on  the  Government, 
Certainly,  I  believe  that  the  resolutions  of  a  popular  body  must  be  bind¬ 
ing  upon,  the  Government  and  it  must  not  have  only  a  recommendatory 
value.  If  it  is  to  be  binding,  the  executive  must  be  removable  by  the 
Council  and  responsible  to  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  Then  only  can  the  resolutions 
be  binding  on  the  Government.  Otherwise  there  will  a  deadlock  in  the 
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administration.  So,  in  considering  these  questions,  we  have  to  consider 
wider  questions  also  to  frame  any  scheme. 

I  am  not  a  believer  in  the  bicameral  system  of  legislature,  It 
might  be  the  fashion  now-a-davs.  But  why  do  we  adopt  a  fashion 
which  is  not  useful  ?  What  is  the  use  of  putting  the  same  questions  in 
two  assemblies? 

But  even  though  I  oppose  the  resolution  and  the  amendment,  I 
say  that  a  committee  of  official  and  non-official  members  must  be  con¬ 
stituted  to  frame  a  scheme  to  reform  the  Popular  Assembly  or  the 
Legislative  Council.  If  the  Popular  Assembly  is  not  wanted,  the 
Council  must  be  reformed  and  more  powers  must  be  given  to  it.  That 
is  my  idea  with  regard  to  the  reform. 

I  do  not  think  that  it  is  perfect,  but  my  idea  is  that  the  Popular 
Assembly  must  meet  very  often  and  the  members  may  be  paid  and  they 
may  be  asked  to  work  just  as  other  public  servants  of  the  State,  or  just 
as  members  of  Parliament  in  England.  When  the  Assembly  meets,  it 
must  sit  every  day  during  a  particular  session  daily  for  two  or  three 
hours,  and  every  question  concerning  administrative  principles  should  be 
periodically  discussed  in  the  Assembly.  The  Minister's  or  other  persons 
who  control  the  executive  must  be  elected  by  the  Popular  Assembly 
and  they  must  also  be  responsible  to  it.  Further,  the  Judges  of  the 
High  Court  must  be  elected  by  the  Popular  Assembly  from  among  the 
experienced  lawyers,  If  such  a  scheme  can  be  formulated  with  a  view 
to  reach  that  ideal,  I  think  it  will  be  acceptable  to  the  whole  country. 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Bihar  Vakil):  Sir, 
my  task  with  reference  to  this  resolution  has  been  considerably  lighten¬ 
ed  by  the  observations  made  by  my  learned  friends  on  the  other  side. 
Various  objections  that  I  wanted  to  raise,  have  been  to  some  extent 
anticipated  by  the  members  who  have  already  spoken.  Anyhow,  I 
will  try  to  place  a  few  facts  to  show  that  neither  the  resolution  nor  the 
amendment  oan  be  accepted. 

In  the  first  place,  while  the  resolution  wants  to  lower  the'  franchise 
from  Rs.  50  to  Re.  1,  the  amendment  will  leave  it  in  a  vague  way,  viz., 
widening  it  in  a  suitable  way.  So  far  as  the  lowering  of  the 
franchise  is  concerned — whether  it  is  one  rupee  or  not — that  it  ;is  accept¬ 
able  to  the  Government  will  be  clear  from  the  fact  that  in  the  Draft 
Rules  it  has  been  proposed  to  fix  the  minimum  qualification  at  Rs.  5. 
Government  are  not  against  the  lowering  of  the  franchise ;  but.  whether  it 
should  be  one  rupee  or  not  is  a  matter  for  consideration  again. 

Then,  with  reference  to  the  other  portion  of  the  resolution  or  the 
amendment,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  the  Assembly  itself  was 
originally  constituted  with  a  view  to  know7  the  wishes  and  wants  of  the 
people  at  first  hand  and  also  to  intimate  to  the  people  f  com  time  to,  tithe 
the  policy  of  the  Government  proposed  to  be  followed  thereafter.  In  Order, 
therefore,  that  there  may  be  a  closer  touch  between  the  people  and 
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the  Government,  the  Assembly  was  first  organised.  The  Legislative 
Council  in  those  days,  consisted  of  a  very  small  number  of  members  and 
Consisted  of  an  official  majority  and  was  entrusted  with  only  legislative 
Work.  Therefore,  so  far  as  administrative  matters  were  concerned; 
with  a  view  to  know  what  the  views  of  the  people  were,  the  Government 
thought  it  fit  to  constitute  a  Bepresentative  Assembly.  In  that 
way  the  Assembly  has  been  working  for  the  last  twenty  years.  From 
what  I  have  said,  it  will  be  clear  that  the  object  of  the  Assembly  at  the 
time  of  the  constitution  and  the  function  that  it  has  been  exercising  ever 
since,  was  only  that  of  representation  and  nothing  else. 

It  is  by  way  of  representation  that  the  Assembly  has  been  trying 
to  place  before  the  Government  the  various  wishes  of  the  people  and  it 
is  by  way  of  representation  that  we  have  achieved  a  good  deal.  What  it 
has  achieved,  I  need  not  reiterate,  because  it  is  conceded  that  consider¬ 
able  achievements  have  been  made  and  the  memorandum  to  which 
Mr.  G.  Paramosvaran  Pillai  has  referred  lays  down  in  paragraph  9  ; — 

‘‘  In  several  matters  it  has  given  (he  initiative  for  reforms,  while  in  others  it  has 
■  strengthened  the  hands  of  Government  in  carrying  out  much-needed  reforms.  The 
abolition  of  the  system  of  taxation  in  kind,  the  expansion  of  the  powers  of  the  Legisla¬ 
tive  Council, .  social  legislation  relating  to  Hairs,  Christians  and  Ezhavas  and  Nanjanad 
Yellalas  ;  numerous  educational  reforms,  extension  of  the  railway,  imposition  of  the  in¬ 
come-tax,  development  u£  trade,  industries  and  agriculture,  the  reorganisation  of  the  Deva-' 
svoms  and  State  charities;  the.  separation  of  the  Dovaswom  from  the  Land  Revenue 
Department  ;  the  increasing  representation  of  educationally  backward  communities  in  the 
public  service  and  the  removal  of  social  disabilities  —those  and  many  other  matters  of 
importance  may  be  mentioned  to  be  the  outcome  of  representations  in  the  Assembly.’’ 

That  shows  that  much  creditable  work  has  been  done  by  the. 
Assembly  and  it  will  be  conceded  that  the  want  of  statutory  recognition, 
did  not  in  the  least  affect  its  utility,  because  its  function  was  only  that  of 
representation.  Then  Mr.  T.  Ii.  Velu  Pillai  referred  to  the  power  of  in¬ 
terpellation.  If  by  interpellation  was  only  meant  information,  any  infor¬ 
mation  wanted  by  any  member  of  the  Assembly  was  given  then  and  there 
or  sometimes  afterwards.  If  by  interpellation  is  meant,  eliciting  infor 
oration  for  the  information  of  the  member,  then  it  was  supplied.  Bui 
if  by  interpellation  is  meant  interpellation  as  we  now  understand' 
it,  vie.,  framing  set  questions  and  answers,  then  that  was  not 
what  was  contemplated  to  be  done  by  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  G.  PAEAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Negyattinkam }  :  What 
has  the  Law  Member  to  say  about  the  subjects  which  are  prohibited 
from  being  discussed  in  this  House  and  which  may  be  discussed  by  the 
Assembly  V* 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AlYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  When 
those  subjects  arc  discussed  they  are  discussed  not  in  the  way  that 
resolutions  are  discussed  liei'e.  The  general  sense  on  the  question  and 
the  results  of  the  discussion  are  given  effect  to. 

''•A  Mr..  G.  PAEAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Nei/jjaitiulaira }  :  How 
was  it  known  without  division '? 

Mr.  V..  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  SirkaY  Vakil):  I- 
clg.  not  think  any  division  is  necessary  on  this  resolution  ,its§l| 
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because  the  members  have  expressed  themselves  in  unmistakable 
terms  and  wc  know  what  the  result  will  be.  An  important  matter 
is  not  confined  to  one  session  only.  It  may  come  up  at  successive 
sessions  If  it  is  repeated  by  various  members,  the  Government  take 
it  that  the  people  have  got  a  real  _  grievance  in  the  matter  and  then 
they  give  effect  to  their  wishes.  This  means  that  formal  division  is  not 
necessary. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEKF  (Nominated)'.  If  tho  extra  subjects  now 

discussed  by  the  Assembly  arc  discussed  here,  will  there  be  any  neces¬ 
sity  for  the  Assembly  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  a  hypothetical  question. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (.IdiUional  .Hand  Sirkar  Vakil) ; 
Strictly  speaking,  we  arc  prohibited  from  discussing  the  provisions  of 
the  Legislative  Council  Regulation  or  the  rules  thereunder.  Therefore 
I  cannot  say  whether  the  powers  of  this  Council  should  be  increased  or 
not. 

Then,  with  reference  to  budget  discussion,  I  may  say  that  the  As¬ 
sembly  has  been  exercising  the  right  of  criticising  the  financial  policy  of 
the  Government  from  time  to  time.  And  I  would  appeal  to  my  friend 
Mr.  Kumava  Pillai  who,  year  after  year,  has  been  discussing  and  criticis¬ 
ing  the  financial  policy  in  the  Assembly  almost  at  every  session,  to  say 
whether  his  criticisms  have  been  ineffective.  If  by  general  discussion  it 
is  intended  that  any  purpose  should  be  achieved,  that  is  achieved  even 
now.  Any  general  criticism  will  not  be  of  much  avail  and  can  be  given 
effect  to  only  later  on  and  not  in  the  very  budget  under  discussion.  Every 
representation  made  by  the  members  of  tho  Assembly  is  being,  as  far 
as  possible,  given  effect  to  when  framing  the  budget  next  year,  so 
that,  I  do  not  think  that  what  is  now  intended  is  that  the  Assembly 
should  merely  exercise  the  power  which  it  does  now  exercise.  My 
friend,  I  think,  wants  that  it  should  be  given  a  statutory  power. 
Whether  it  is  necessary  or  not  I  will  presently  explain. 

Now,  in  the  first  place  we  have  to  take  into  consideration  one  im¬ 
portant  circumstance.  As  has  been  pointed  out  by  one  member,  our 
Legislative  Council  is  the  older  of  the  two  institutions  and  the  Council 
has  been  given  enlarged  powers.  In  Mysore,  the  Assembly  had  already 
been  given  the  right  of  interpellation,  the  right  of  moving  resolutions 
and  also  expressing  genera!  views  on  the  budget.  Therefore,  When  the 
Legislative  Council  had  to  be  reorganised,  the  powers  vested  in  the  / 1* 
ssmbly  could  not  possibly  bo  withdrawn,  and  the  difficulty  the  Myso.  i 
Government  were  labouring  under  was  how  best  to  reconcile  the  two 
Therefore,  it  was  announced  by  the  Mysore  Government  that  the  number, 
of  members  would  be  increased  and  the  Assembly  will  also  be  given  cer¬ 
tain  powers.  That  announcement  was  made  because  it  was  not  possible 
to  go  behind  the  reform  that  had  already  been  made  or  withdraw  the  > 
powers  already  conferred,  so  far  as  the  Assembly  was  concerned.  Now 
When  the  question  of  reform  began  to  be  considered  and  discussed  in  3  : 
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its  aspects  by  constitutional  lawyers  they  pointed  out  the  inadvisability 
and  undesirability  of  pushing  the  matter  forward.  If  anybody  reads 
the  Seal  Committee’s  "Report,  he  will  find  that  the  President  was  at 
his  wit’s  end  to  give  a  possible  solution.  An  eminent  constitutional 
lawyer  like  Mr.  Heal,  well  acquainted  with  oriental  constitutions  also, 
tried  to  find  out  some  scheme  whereby  some  effect  may  be  given  to  it. 
Therefore  we  should  not  be  carried  away  by  the  fact  that  the  Mysore 
Government  made  some  constitutional  reforms  and  therefore  we  are  to 
follow  it.  When  we  have  this  House  with  certain  powers  for  interpellat¬ 
ing  the  Government,  for  moving  resolutions  and  also  for  passing  bills, 
which,  unless,  under  exceptional  circumstances  certified  otherwise  by 
the  Dewan,  will  be  law  ordinarily,  when  we  have  got  all  these  powers,  the 
question  how  to  modify  the  existing  Assembly  and  give  it  a  statutory  re¬ 
cognition  does  not  at  all  arise.  If  it  is  intended  that  it  should  be  one  of 
the  chambers  in  a  bicameral  legislature,  one  can  understand  it.  It  may 
beqrointed  out  that  even  in  the  Provinces  of  British  India,  which  have 
much  larger  area  and  population,  a  bicameral  legislature  has  not  yet 
been  adopted,  and  that,  for  a  considerable  time  to  come,  difficulty  will  be 
experienced  in  finding  a  sufficient  number  of  qualified  men  for  both  the 
Houses.  A  bicameral  Legislature  is  unsuited  to  an  India  State.  I  only 
wish  to  read  to  the  House  what  the  Seal  Committee’s  Report  says  on 
the  matter : 

14.  ‘‘The  population  anil  the  size  of  a  Statu,  its  historic.  tradition  or  its  imperial  or 
federal  character,  may  sometimes  demand  a  double  chamber.  Snell  conditions  are  want¬ 
ing  in  Mysore.  On  the  other  hand,  a  compact  and  not  unwieldy  population,  and  a  com¬ 
paratively  simple  socio-economic  structure,  without  marked  differences  of  economic  level 
and  without  big  land-holding  or  feudal  interests,  would  naturally  point  to  a  single  cham¬ 
ber.  A  double  chamber  hero  would  be  economically  wasteful,  and  politically  unsound. 
It  would  breed  friction  and  dissension  without  corresponding  gain  in  deliberation,  and  is 
also  likely  to  produce  congestion  and  a  morbid  hyper-excitation  in  the  body  politic.'’ 

18.  “To  turn  the  llopresonlative  Assembly  then  into  an  imitation  first  chamber  of 
the  legislature  would  be  shunting  it  on  to  a  wrong  and  devious  track.  It  should  not  bo 
saddled  with  responsibilities  which  would  be  foreign  to  ils  character  and  composition, 
nor  turned  aside  from  vital  work  which  has  to  bo  done  and  which  it  alone,  as  an  epitome 
of  the  people,  is  capable  of  doing.” 

So  that  is  what  the  Sea!  Committee  say  s.  I  may  say  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  the  House  that  the  Mysore  Reform  Scheme  was  sent  for  the 
opinion  of  that  acute  and  eminent  lawyer,  Sir  P.  S.  Sivaswami  Aiyar 
who  ha-B  expressed  himself  in  unmistakable  terms  in  the  matter.  His 
opinion  is  published  in  the  issues  of  New  India  dated  the  1 2th  and  the 
13th  September,  1923.  That  was  about  a  month  or  two  ago.  He  con¬ 
demns  very  strongly  a  bicameral  chamber  in  any  Indian  State.  His  opinion 
unmistakably  is  that  it  would  be  absolutely  out  of  place  and  I  believe 
that  some  members  of  this  House  have  also  expressed  themselves  that 
a  bicameral  chamber  is  unnecessary  as  it  will  lie  economically  wasteful 
and  politically  unsound.  If  you  keep  away  the  theory  of  the  bicameral 
legislature,  then  we  have  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  unicameral  legisla¬ 
ture,  vis.,  the  present  legislature, 
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[Mr.  V.  Subba  Aiyau.] 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
wish  to  ask  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  if  this  House  is  a  unicameral  legislature. 

Mu.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAK  (Additional  Head  SMar  VaUi)  :  Yes. 
A  bicameral  legislature  with  the  Representative  Asssmbly  of  a  statutory 
character  as  proposed  in  Mysore  is,  he  says,  an  experiment  for  the  first 
time  of  very  great  magnitude  and  will  be  watched  with  interest  through, 
out  India.  It  does  not  find  a  parallel  anywhere  in  the  world ;  and 
being  a  novel  constitution  deserves  to  be  watched  with  very  great  in¬ 
terest.  I  got  a  copy  of  the  (lactic  only  to-day.  Before  we  pronounce 
any  judgment  upon  it,  we.  will  have  to  sec  how  it  works. 


Apart  from  that,  there  is  the  practical  difficulty  in  adopting  the 
amendment  suggested  by  Mr.  G.  Paramcsvaran  Pillai,  vis.,  that  every, 
legislative  programme  placed  before  the  House  and  sanctioned,  every 
resolution  approved  by  the  House,  should  be  binding  upon  the  Governs 
ment.  I  think  that  question  has  been  sufficiently  answered  by: 
Mr.  Hadhava  Variar.  blow  can  it  be  binding  upon  an  irremovable 
executive?  So  long  as  the  executive,  is  irremovable,  the  binding, 
nature  of  the  resolution  is  out  of  the  question.  But  apart  from  that 
there  is  a  likelihood  of  conflicts  arising.  Seal  himself  makes  prominent 
mention  about  it.  Pie  fears  that  deadlocks  and  conflicts  will  arise  and 
thinks  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  Legislative  Council  had 
made  a  committee  of  the  Mysore  Assembly.  The  Assembly  is  to  con. 
sistof  250  members  and  10  per  cent,  of  the  members  are  to  be  returned , 
by  the  Legislative  Council.  Therefore,  the  Legislative  Council  may 
be  regarded  as  a  committee  of  the  Popular  Assembly.  But,  in  the- 
absence  of  that,  the  report  says  that  deadlocks  and  conflicts  will  be . 
created  and  tlic  best  remedy  to  avoid  the  same  will  be  not  anything ' 
that  he  could  possibly  propose.  But  he  says  that  he  would  leave  it  to 
the  Government  to  develop  conventions  which  [would  ultimately  re¬ 
move  these  deadlocks.  So  that,  according  to  the  committee’s  report,  • 
deadlocks  cannot  be  removed  by  anything  that  they  could  recommend, 
but  it  could  only  be  removed  by  the  Government.  I  think  that  is  . 
rather  a  dangerous  course.  I  think  I  need  not  speak  further  on  that, 

I  will  only  read  some  extracts  from  Sir  Sivaswami  Aiyar’s  opinion  in 
the  matter  : 


'Tf  (die  spheres  of  inlUieiico  of  the  Kepi 
Ooimcil  cover  much  the  sumo  ground,  it  is  eu 
only  l.io  avoided  l>y  providing  for  tho  growth 
their  respective  Sunotinns  mid  facilitating  amir 
that  tho  possibility  of  coulliots  and  deadlocks  1 
take,  first,  the  ceiac  of  legislation.  In  the  cas 
whioh  are  included  in  the  legislative  program 
fore  the  Assembly  in  tho  Dassara  session,  and 
enssod  there.  The  view  of  the  majority  sow 
cussion  must  be  followed  by  the  formula!  im 
of  opinion  by  votes.  This  is  a  course  fraugh 
of  tiie  Assembly  into  mandates  of  a  me 
sistent  with  the  theory  on  which  the 


iitive  Assembly  and  the  Legislative 
-d  that  conflicts  and  deadlocks  can 
nvenlions  and  usages  differentiating 
settlements.  X  am  afraid,  however  , , 
.  nt  boon  adequately  obviated.  Let  us.  , 
of  sill  important  measures  of  legislation., 
no  of  the  year  they  are  to  he  placed  hc- 
tho  ficuoialjpvinoiplos  of  tho  hills  dis- 
to  have  been  that  consultation  and  dis- 
)f  definite  issues  and  the  ascertainment 
eith  the  danger  of  converting  the  opinions 
or  less  binding  character  and  would  be.ineou-  ; 
Assembly  was  originally  founded  anti  which.- 
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appears  to  be  tlie  oorreot  one  to  maintain  oven  under  the  new  oonstitution.  Supposing 
that  the  Assembly,  as  the  result  of  a  general  discussion,  decides  against  any  particular 
legislative  measure  or  against  some  particular  provision-,  would  it  lie  open  to  the  Govern, 
ment  to  introduce  it  in  the  Legislative  Council  ?  The  answer  is  apparently  to  be  found  in 
paragraph  79  of  the  Committee’s  Report.  Titov  do  not  propose  to  make  the  opinion  of  the 
Assembly  binding  upon  the  Legislative  Council  and  they  would  place  the  responsibility 
of  accepting  or  rejecting  the  opinion  of  the  Assembly  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  The  course  proposed  has  the  serious  disadvantage  of  placing  the  Government  in  a 
very  invidious  position.  It  is  unwise  to  court  the  risk  of  friction  with  a  popular  body 
and  is,  in  fact,  calculated  to  create  serious  trouble.  There  are  certain  matters'™  which", 
in  view  of  the  backwardness  of  education  and  other  causes,  the  Government  have  some¬ 
times  to  introduce  measures  which  may  he  somewhat  in  advance  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
people,  all  the  advantages  of  which  they  may  not  be  able  to  appreciate.  Take,  for  in¬ 
stance,  a  measure  for  compulsory  vaccination  or  for  compulsory  education  or  for  certain 
other  sanitary  measures,  it  may  bo  possible  for  the  Government  to  carry  through  such  a 
legislation  with  the  help  cf  the  intelligentsia,  but  such  measure  may  be  effectively  blocked 
by  the  Assembly  by  the  opposition  of  people  professing  to  be  armed  with  mandates  from 
tlieir  constituencies.-  While  it  may  be  an  advantage  that  legislation  should  not  go  ahead 
of  the  people,  it  cannot  be  affirmed  that  it  is  always  so  in  countries  circumstanced  like 
the  Indian  States.  Of  the  two  courses  of  creating  a  body,  purely  and  expressly  for  edu¬ 
cative  and  representative  purposes  and  oroating  a  body  with  large  powers  of  a  vague  and 
indefinite  character  and  afterwards  disappointing  peoplo’s  expectations  by  disregarding 
tlieir  opinions,  the  foimer  is  undoubtedly  the  wiser  alternative. 

the  provision  that  taxation  bills  will  also  be  placed  before  the  Representative 
Assembly  and  that  no  now  taxes  will  be  levied  without  the  previous  consultation  of  the 
Representative  Assembly  is  even  more  calculated  to  be  a  source  of  friction.  If  llie  Re¬ 
presentative  Assembly  should- deoide  against  a  new  tax  or  an  enhancement  of  subsisting 
tax  by  legislation,  the  Government  will  find  it  impossible  to  introduce  the  measure  in 
the  Legislative  Council.  There  is  no  subject  upon  which  it  is  more  difficult  to  persuade 
the:  masses  than  the  need  for  increased  taxation.  If,  for  instance,  the  choice  were 
offered  to  the  masses  between  an  efficient  system  of  drainage  and  water-supply  and 
increased  taxation,  one  can  by  no  means  be  certain  in  this  country  that  the  popular  vote 
will  he  in  favour  of  the  latter  alternative-  'While  it  is  a  sound  political  maxim  that 
there  should  be  no  taxation  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature,  it  would  be  unwise 
to  multiply  the  number  of  bodies  whose  initiative  or  concurrence  is  requisite  for  taxa¬ 
tion.  Either  the  Representative  Assembly  should  lie  the  law-making  body,  or  should  not 
be  one.  If  it  is  to  he  the  law-making  body,  it  will  naturally  and  unnecessarily  claim  the 
exclusive  power  to  assent  to  or  reject  proposals  for  taxation.  Even  in  a  bicameral  legis¬ 
lature,  that  chamber  which  is  more  popular  in  its  composition  will  almost  invariably  claim, 
and  succeed  in  acquiring,  the  sole  power  to  initiate  money  hills.  If,  on  tho  other  hand, 
the  Representative  Assembly  is  not  to  ho  a  law-making  body,  then  lot  there  be  no*  pre¬ 
tence  about  it,  and  let  them  entertain  no  delusion  that  there  is  one ,  and  put  forward  claims 
to  deoide  upon  measures  of  taxation. 

The  peculiar  position  which  is  proposed  to  ho  assigned  to  the  Representative 
Assembly  under  the  committee’s  report,  W:.,  the  position  of  a  body  which  is  not  a  law¬ 
making  one,  but  which  is  entitled  to  he  consulted  about  measures  of  taxation,  is  one  of 
unstable  equilibrium  and  a  sure  source  of  friction  and  trouble.  The  right  of  consultation 
will  always  be  translated  into  a  duty  of  consultation,  and  tho  duty  of  consultation  trans¬ 
lated  into  a  duty  or  expectation  to  follow  advice.  The  attempt  to  discover  a  theoretical 
basis  for  the  Assembly  and  ascribe  to  which  the  potentiality  or  embryonic  character  of 
an  organ  for  initiative  and  referendum  is  rather  likely  to  fill  its  mind  with  a  larger  sense 
rf  its  powers  than  is  really  proposed  to  bo  given.’’ 

■  I  have  read  a  long  extract  from  the  opinion  recorded  by  Sir  Siva- 
swami  Aiyar  because  I  do  not  tbink  that  I  could  myself  advance  any 
stronger .  argument  against  the  resolution  or  put  it  much  more 
authoritatively  than  he  has  done.  It  is  a  crushing  reply  to  the  scheme 
pidumbr a,ted  by  the  Seal  Committee  alrd  that  committee  itself  was  not 
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in  favour  of  that  particular  thing,  because  in  the  committee’s  report 
they  say  that  the  alternative  proposals  they  would  suggest  have  been 
ruled  out  by  the  announcement,  and  therefore  they  mike  that  recom¬ 
mendation.  But  we  are  not  in  that  predicament ;  no  powers  of  moving 
resolutions  or  of  discussing  the  general  principles  of  bills  or  of  agreeing 
to  bills  improving. new  taxation  have  been  already  given  to  the  Assembly, 
If  we  take  any  step  in  that  direction,  it  has  to  bo  done  after  very  careful 
consideration.  Otherwise,  wo  will  be  in  the  very  same  difficulty  as  the 
Mysore  Assembly  was.  If  the  distinguished  President  of  the  committee, 
a  very  great  constitutional  lawyer  known  all  over  the  world,  is  of  that, 
opinion,  and  if  Sir  Sivaswamy  Aiyar,  a  late  member  of  the  Executive 
Council,  and  late  Advocate-General  of  Madras,  one  who  has  experience  of 
more  than  one  provincial  council  and  of  popular  assemblies  in  other 
countries — if  he  is  decidedly  of  that  opinion,  I  think  it  would  be  a 
dangerous  thing  to  decide  that  the  Assembly  should  be  given  the  powers 
that  the  mover  of  the  resolution  or  the  amendment  wants. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (NeyyattmTcam) :  May  I 
ask  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  whether  there  will  be  any  chance  of  conflict 
between  the  Legislative  Council  and  tho  Assembly  in  case  additional 
powers  of  interpellation  and  moving  resolutions  are  granted  to  the 
Assembly  only  in  respect  of  such  matters  as  are  prohibited  in  this 
Council  ? 

Mb.  7.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  -With 
reference  to  the  question  of  interpellation,  whether  the  subject  takes  the 
form  of  interpellation  or  not,  it  is  discussed  in  the  Assembly  without  the 
power  of  division. 

Mb.  G.  P Alt  AME S  V AR A. N  PILLAI  ( Neuyattinkara ) :  My  ques¬ 
tion  is,  whether  there  will  be  any  chance  of  conflict. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  If  it  is 
restricted  purely  to  matters  not  within  the  cognisance  of  this  Council, 
is  there  any  guarantee  that  the  prohibitions  and  exceptions  in  Re¬ 
gulation  II  of  1097  will  be  removed  in  the  case  of  the  Assembly  when 
it  is  made  a  statutory  body  ?  A.  body  intended  for  the  purpose  of  re¬ 
presentation  is  allowed  to  discuss  various  other  matters  also.  Once 
a  statutory  right  is  given,  I  do  not  think  that  that  body  will  be 

allowed  to  exercise  powers  over  prohibited  matters  as  well. 

Mb.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vwikam  cum  littumanur) :  May 
I  know  what  the  view  of  the  Government  is  in  respect  of  the  existence 
of  tire  Popular  Assembly  ? 

Mu.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  So  far 
as  that  matter  is  concerned,  the  Government  have  absolutely  no  idea  of 
abolishing  it ;  they  now  want  to  conduct  the  Assembly  as  it  is. 

PRESIDENT:.-  The  House  will  now  rise  and  meet  again  at  3-15 

The  House  adjourned  for  lunch  at  2-32  v.  u-  and  re-assembled 
at  3-17  p.  m.  •  . 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambaiapuzha ) :  Sir,  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  resolution  and  its  amendment  before  the  House,  I  wish  to 
offer  a  few  observations.  First  of  all,  this  resolution  and  its  amendment 
appear  to  have  been  put  before  the  House  at  an  immature  stage.  For, 
looking  into  the  prior  proceedings  of  this  Efouse,  we  see  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  thought  it  fit  to  appoint  a  committee  to  go  into  the  whole 
question  of  the  rules  relating  to  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly. 
Accordingly,  a  few  members  were  nominated  by  the  Government  and  a 
few  were  elected  by  this  Council.  The  committee  was  formed — 

PRESIDENT  .•  All  the  members  were  elected ;  there  were  no 
nominated  members  on  it.  The  President  alone  was  nominated. 

Mb.  P.  K.  N  Aft  A  YANA  PILLAI  (Arnbalajmzha):  Yes,  the  Pre¬ 
sident  alone  was  nominated.  A  number  of  "members  were  elected  by 
this  Council  and  a  committee  was  formed  which  held  a  few  sittings. 
But  owing  to  certain  reasons,  of  which  we  have  no  official  information, 
the  members  of  the  committee  resigned  their  seats.  The  first 
question  that  strikes  one  in  that  connection  is  to  ascertain  the  course  of 
action  that  the  Government  have  in  their  view  with  respect  to  their 
original  idea  of  revising  the  rules,  and  to  enquire  if,  in  the  place  of  the 
resigned  members,  the  Government  are  going  to  appoint  other  members 
or  call  upon  this  Council  to  elect  other  members.  Then  there  is  still 
scope  for  further  enquiry  into  the  matter  which  was  once  resolved  upon 
by  the  Government.  In  view  of  that  question,  I  submit  that  the  re¬ 
solution  as  well  as  its  amendment  is  before  the  House  at  an  immature 
stage. 

Passing  on  to  the  resolution  and  the  amendment,  we  see  that 
some  forcible  criticism  was  levelled  against  both  of  them.  With  respect 
to  some  of  the  speakers,  they  observed  that  they  have  been  turning  this 
question  over  in  their  mind  for  many  months  past  and  could  not  arrive 
at  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  One  of  such  gentlemen  was  my  friend 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai ;  and  he  closed  his  speech  also  saying  that  he  -was  of  an 
unsettled  mind. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nemmangady :  I 
said  only  with  regard  to  the  details  of  the  scheme. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalapuzha) :  Exactly. 
My  friend  Mr.  Marnmen  Mappillai  also  prefaced  his  remarks  by  saying 
that  he  was  also  in  a  vacillating  mood  with  respect  to  the  question  now 
before  the  House.  But,  by  the  time  he  had  concluded  his  speech,  he  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  in  a  very  definite  position  with  respect  to  what  he  had  to 
say  on  the  question  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly,  since  he  said 
that  it  does  not  serve  any  useful  purpose  after  the  institution  of  this 
Council  and  that  the  Popular  Assembly  may  therefore  be  added  to  the 
scrap  heap.  So,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  rather  difficult  to  decide  the 
question  in  all  its  bearings  and  branches.  But  that  .does  not  preclude 
me  from  pointing  out  certain  directions  in  which  thought  has  to  be 
bestowed  on  the  important  subject  now  before  the  House. 
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The  expression,  ‘Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly’,  itself,  I  would  point 
out,  on  a  closer  analysis  may  be  seen  to  be  a  misnomer.  For,  it  is  an 
aseemblyonly  in  the  sense  that  so  many  people  come  together  and  not' 
in  the  sense  that  there  is  any  concerted  action  among  the  members  who 
are  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly.  What  the 
President  of  the  Assembly  docs  is  simply  to  hear  each  representative 
on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting.  But  with  respect  to  the  question  of 
ascertaining  the  general  sense  of  the  House  on  any  question,  that  is  not 
the  practice  at  all.  So,  it  will  be  as  good  if  the  President  instead  of 
calling  together  a  meeting — 

PRESIDENT:  The  President  may  doit  if  he  thinks  lit  under  the 
present  rulos. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalajmshay.  The 
present  rules  are  not  passed  as  yet.  ’ 

PRESIDENT :  I  mean  the  existing  rules. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  Under  the  ex* 
isting  rules,  even  if  such  a  power  is  vested  in  the  President,  as  I- pointed' • 
out,  the  general  sense  of  the  meeting  has  never  been  ascertained,  in  the  • 
past,  so  far  as  I  recollect.  What  is  done  is  that  upon  topics  of  general 
interest  and  upon  topics  of  a  local  nature  they  simply  go  on  making 
their  representations,  elicit  some  answers  immediately  and  some  answers 
which  promise  the  real  answers  at  a  future  date.  That  is  the- 
usual  working  of  the  Assembly.  That,  I  am  submitting,  is  an  unsafe^ 
factory  system  ;  for,  if  it  is  only  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
ascertain  the  views  of  each  representative  with  respect  to  the  representa- 
tion  he  has  to  make  upon  a  general  question  or  a  local  subject,  and  if 
the  representation  of  other  members  is  not  needed  at  all  for'  the  purpose 
of  making  such  representation  of  any  one  particular  member,  why  an 
assembly  should  be  held  passes  understanding.  So,  under  the  existing  1 
circumstances,  my  humble  sumbmissiou  is  that  th'e  Government  are ’not  ; 
taking  as  much  advantage  of  the  holding  of  an  assembly  as  is  possible,' 
in  view  of  the  pains  taken  and  the  time  spent  over  the  whole  question’ 
That  is  the  first  criticism  I  have  to  offer  with  respect  to  the  present 
working  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly. 

;  What  exactly  ought  to  be  the  further  powers,  if  any,  that  may  be: 
given  to  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  has  been  the  subject  of  dis'- 
cussion.  My  friend,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  referred  to  the  proceedings  my 
Mysore  and  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  of  the  stamp  of  Sir  Sivaswami  ‘ 
Aiyar  whose  leanings  elsewhere  are  more  or  less  before  the  whole  world.' 
All  these  have  been  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  combating  the  view 
that  the  additional  powers  pressed  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution  and 
the  amendment  should  not  be  granted  to  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assem¬ 
bly.  .  I  would  submit  that  I  would  keep  aside  the  Seal  Committee’s  ;'. 
Report,  or  for  the  matter  of  that,  the  opinion  of  Sir  Sivaswami  Aiyar, 
valuable  as  each  of  them  is.  So  far  as  the  working  of  the  Sri  MuW 
Popular  Assembly  goes,  we  are  ourselves  in  a  position  to  evolve  a  scheme 
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in  the  direction  of  its  further  utility.  Outside  experience  expressed  upon 
a  view  of  the  future  working  of  assemblies  and  corporate  bodies,  based 
upon  experience  gained  from  other  institutions  flourishing  and  function¬ 
ing  elsewhere,  should  not  blind  ns  to  the  possibilities  of  expanding 
the  usefulness  of  an  institution  with  which  we  are  acquainted  so  much 
at -  close  quarters.  So,  that  kind  of  argument  need  not  deter  us 
from  considering  the  question  upon  its  merits. 

As  it  is,  the  question  was  further  raised  by  my  friend  Mr.  T.  Ii. 
Vein  Pillai  as  to  the  relation  that  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly 
should  bear  to  this  Council.  Pie  himself  was  particular  that  the  As¬ 
sembly  should  never  be  a  hand-maid  of  this  Council,  whereas  the 
mover  of  the  amendment,  Mr,  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  practically 
hinted  that  it  should  be  a  hand-maid  of  this  Council.  Well,,  with  res¬ 
pect  to  that  aspect  of  the  question,  seeing  that  the  Assembly  meets 
only  once  a  year,  seeing  further  the  fact  that  the  Council  has  necessarily 
to  meet  at  least  three  or  four  times  in  a  year,  and  further,  the  closer 
contact  that  now  subsists  between  the  Council  and  the  Government, 
it  is  only  possible,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  to  subordinate  the  Assembly 
in  a  considerable  degree  to  the  Council  itself.  My  reasons,  further,  are 
that  any  deliberations  of  the  Council  must  necessarily  carry  greater 
weight,  not  only  because  it  is  a  statutory  body  as  at  present,  but 
because  there  is  the.  possibility  of  a  discussion  between  the  treasury 
benches  and  the  opposition  in  this  Council,  and  the  result  arrived  at 
after  deliberate  and  pitched  battle  should  necessarily  carry  greater 
weight.  But,  so  far  as  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  is  concerned, 
the  possibility  of  affording  the  Government  an  opportunity  to  defend 
themselves  does  not  exist,  at  present.  As  such,  any  expression  of  opinion, 
be  it  on  an  individual  basis,  or  be  it  as  the  voice  of  a  collective  body 
representing  the  various  centres  in  the  State  is  entitled  mainly  to  con¬ 
sideration — and  serious  consideration — and  as  such  need  not  necessarily 
be  elevated  into  the  same  effect  and  force  as  a  resolution  passed  by  this 
Council.  That  the  necessity  for  such  a  consultative  body  as  the  Sri  Mulam 
Popular  Assembly  is  clearly  conceded  by  the  Government,  is  manifest  to 
this  Council.  Sir,  thevery  origin  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assemblyunder 
the.; very  able,  noble  and  sympathetic  guidance  of  Mr.  V.  P.  Madhava 
Eao  Alv  ar,  hear )  has  been  to  enable  the  Government  to  understand 
the  popular  views  on  many  subjects  nnwarped  by  the  influences  of  red- 
tapi.sm  or  bureaucracy.  It  was  for  that  purpose,  that  is  to  say,  that  the 
Government  may  have  a  direct  and  clear  perception  and  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  popular  opinion  and  feeling  upon  any  particular  subject,  that 
that  noble  statesman  instituted  the  Popular  Assembly.  And,  that  it 
has  been  functioning  with  much  benefit  to  the  people  and  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment,;  is  an  undesirable  fact.  Such  being  the  case,  looking  back  upon  the 
utility  that  has  been  gained  from  the  institution  of  an  assembly  of  that 
description,,  it.  will  be  very  strange  if  the  Government  now  come  for¬ 
ward  to  say.  that  it  has  survived  the  utility  that  once  existed  and  that 
they  hxay  now  dispense  With  its  necessity.  Such,  certainly,  is  not  the.. 
Voice  of  .  the  Government.  I  was  very  happy  to  listen  to  Mr.  Subha 
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Aiyar  saying  that  he  himself  is  not  for  the  abolition  of  the  Assembly. 
Blit  some  suggestions  have  been  thrown  out  by  some  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  certainly,  very  honestly  I  believe — that  the  Assembly 
may  be  dispensed  with.  We  have  survived  the  stage  of  usefulness 
of  the  Assembly !  Well,  that  indicates  a  lack  of  resourcefulness 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  as  well  as  upon  the  non-official  side  to 
devise  successful  schemes  for  the  development  of  institutions  in  course 
of  time.  I  myself  unfortunately  am  not  in  a  position  to  subscribe  to 
the  view  that  we  may  dispense  with  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly. 
As  I  submitted,  the  question  itself  has  had  a  very  immature  considera¬ 
tion  at  the  time  it  was  submitted  to  this  Council,  so  much  so  that  I 
would  persist  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Assembly  and  for  its  further 
development,  trusting  to  the  resourcefulness  of  the  Government  and 
the  non-official  members  of  this  Council. 

Certain  suggestions  have  been  made  with  respect  to  the  lino  that 
this  development  may  take.  First  of  all,  Mr  Kunjitomman  suggested 
that  the  franchise  may  be  widened.  That  is  a  good  idea  no  doubt; 
but  how  far  it  may  be  widened  is  one  question  and  what  ought  to  be 
the  principle  that  should  be  kept  in  view  in  the  matter  of  widening  the 
franchise  is  another.  Mr.  Kunjitomman,  though  he  proposed  an  ir¬ 
reducible  minimum  of  one-rupee  taxation  as  the  qualification  for  a 
voter,  ultimately  went  on  to  suggest  that  he  would  dispense  with  the 
property  qualification  totally.  When  I  questioned  him  towards  the 
close  of  bis  speech  as  to  whether  he  would  allow  that  the  money  collected 
by  the  Government  from  the  tax-paying  section  of  the  population  may 
be  allowed  to  be  controlled  by  the  non-tax-paying  section  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.,  he  was  good  enough  to  conce.de  the  fact  that  lie  was  not  of  that 
opinion.  So,  a  natural  question  comes  to  the  forefront  in  that  connec¬ 
tion.  It  may  be  that  many  people  may  be  paying  one  rupee  tax.  Some 
people  may  be  paying  one  thousand  or  two  thousand  or  even,  as  I 
have  had  occasion  to  notice,  three  thousand  rupees  as  tax  in  their  own 
name.  Though,  as  was  said  by  a  revered  professor  of  mine,  all  colours 
agree  in  the  dark,  in  the  electoral  roll  also,  if  one  rupee  qualification  is 
the  minimum,  the  men  paying  one  rupee  tax  and  those  who  pay  ten 
thousand  are  treated  as  equals.  The  question  is,  if  the  Government 
are  going  to  base  the  election  of  members  in  the  Popular  Assembly  on 
a  property-qualification,  whether  it  would  not  be  somewhat  iniquitous 
to  treat  a  man  paying  one  rupee  tax  as  equivalent  to  a  man  paying  a 
thousand  rupees  tax.  So,  in  lowering  the  franchise,  which  of  course 
is  only  in  keeping  with  democratic  aspirations,  we  have  to  take 
the  checking  consideration  into  our  mind,  and  see  that,  in  spreading  out, 
the  franchise  should  not  be  in  any  way  rendered  iniquitous  to  any  party 
concerned.  That  is  one  question  that  I  have  to  refer  to  in  this  connection. 

With  respect  to  the  power  to  move  resolutions,  to  interpellate  and 
to  consider  in  a  preliminary  way  the  legislative  measures  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  in  this  Council — ‘these  questions,  I  am  sure,  as  my  friend 
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Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  himself  will  concede,  require  further  considera¬ 
tion  before  they  can  be  formulated  into  practical  politics.  There  is 
one  aspect  of  the  question,  that  is  to  say,  that  we  feel  ourselves  consi¬ 
derably  handicapped  with  respect  to  subjects  excluded  from  the  cogni¬ 
sance  of  this  Council.  It  is  necessary,  especially  when  there  is  a 
necessity  to  view  the  finance  and  the  policy  of  the  State  as  a  whole, 
that  all  matters  pertaining  to  State  affairs  must,  somehow  or  other,  be 
brought  under  discussion  and  under  the  consideration  of  the  people. 
So  far  as  we  arc  concerned,  we  feel  the  dead  weight  of  the  restraints 
upon  ourselves,  and  wc  cannot  claim  to  have  the  Legislative  Council 
Regulation  or  the  rules  framed  thereunder  to  be  repealed  by  ourselves. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  thought  there  was  some  justification 
for  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai’s  position  to  press  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House  the  necessity  that  such  powers  must  necessarily  be  lodged  some¬ 
where,  and  the  only  other  place  he  could  possibly  think  of  was  the 
» Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly.  Hence,  I  think,  his  insistence  that  the 
powers  of  interpellation  and  moving  resolutions  and  discussing  legisla¬ 
tive  measures  in  a  fair  way  should  be  lodged  in  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular 
Assembly.  That  is  the  only  spirit,  I  think,  in  which  he  is  pressing  that 
aspect  of  the  matter. 

As  to  duplication  of  work  and  other  difficulties,  nobody  wants  a 
duplication  of  work  at  all.  Then,  sympathetic  reference  was  also  made 
with  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  nerves  of  Government  officers,  the 
expenditure,  time  and  extra  labour  to  which  they  are  put,  and  the 
considerable  uphill  work  and  the  sleepless  nights  that  these  gentlemen 
are  obliged  to  undergo  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  what  wc  are  going  to  add  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the 
Sri  Mulam  Popular-  Assembly  as  well.  So  far  as  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular 
Assembly  itself  is  concerned,  Sir,  I  have  known  the  sort  of  work  the 
Government  officers  do.  First  of  all,  it  is  a  function  occurring  once  in  a 
year.  So  far  as  the  Government  officers  are  concerned,  certainly  some 
of  the  heads  of  departments  come  prepared  with  an  amount  of  notes 
and  all  those  things  ;  but  the  general  utility  of  such  notes  has  not  been 
experienced  to  be  very  great  on  past  occasions.  You,  yourself,  Sir,  as 
the  President  of  the  Assembly  returned  on  many  ah  occasion  sympa¬ 
thetic  answers.  But  on  certain  other  occasions  you  generally  reserved 
the  answers.  That  has  been  the  experience.  How  the  Government 
officers  as  a  body  right  through  the  State — 

PRESIDENT  :  Do  yoii  not  think  that  one  of  the  causes  for  reser¬ 
ving  the  answers  is  the  indefinitcncss  or  the  want  of  previous  notice  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ( Anibakqnuka )  :  Quite  true;  I 
conceive  the  indefiniteness  with  which  the  representations  are  first  of  all 
foreshadowed  and  probably  the  methods  adopted  at  the  time  of  discussing 
them  also  occasion  answers  being  delayed.  But  to  exaggerate  the  work 
of  the  Government  in  connection  with  that  matter  certainly  is  not  en¬ 
titled  to  much  credit. 
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Then,  with  respect  to  the  sort  of  work  here,  why  the  non-official 
section  of  the  House  should  concern  itself  with  the  nerves  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  officers,  I  do  not  see.  They  are  paid  for  it.  Why  the  non-official 
should  excite  himself  into  sympathy  with  the  official  on  this  score— 

Me.  K.  0.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries, 
North):  I  said  it  was  more  duo  to  the  consideration  that  the  work  of 
the  public  service  might  suffer,  in  which  the  public  have  got  a  direct 
interest.  It  is  not  because  I  had  any  sympathy  for  the  nerves  of  the 
officials.  But  indirectly  I  think  the  routine  administration  will  suffer. 
There  .might  be  dislocation  of  work  and  delay  in  the  work  of  daily 
administration. 

Me.  T.  Iv.  V.ELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedunangad): 

May  I  ask  Mr.  Manunen  Mappillai  if — 

PRESIDENT  :  You  cannot  ask  a  member  who  is  simply  offering 
an  explanation. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ('Trivandrum,  cum  Nelumangad) : 

I  was  of  opinion  that  I  could  put  a  question  when  he  was 
speaking. 

PRESIDENT :  I  do  not  think  so. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (.Lmba'ajuizha) :  I  have  had 
the  satisfaction  of  listening  to  the  refreshing  explanation  given  by 
Mr.  Manunen  Mappillai  and  I  am  glad  that  he  has  no  sympathy  for 
Government  officers.  (Laughter.) 

Me.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries, 
North)  :  Neither  want  of  sympathy. 

PRESIDENT:  A  Government  officer  is  also  human,  I  suppose. 
{Laughter.) 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha) :  Well,  so  far 
as  the  people  themselves  are  concerned,  it  is  the  people  who  want  all 
these. things  to  be  done. 

Me,  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries, 
North) :  Of  whom  I  am  one. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  :  Certainly, 
you  are  more  than  one.  I  am  prepared  to  concede  that  even. 

PRESIDENT  :  No  asides,  please. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  So  far  as  the 
popular  demand  in  connection  with  the  working  of  these  popular  bodies 
is  concerned,  we  have  no  business  to  concern  ourselves  with  such  minor 
side-issues.  These  considerations  are  insignificant.  Sir,  in  view  of  the 
very  substantial  question  that  is  now  before  the  House,  I  would  request 
the  House  to  support  the  principle  of  the  resolution  and  the  amend¬ 
ment  as  well ;  and  in  that  respect  I  support  the  resolution  as  well  as  the 
amendment, 
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Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nediuuangad ) :  May 
I  ask  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  whether  he  is  in  favour  of  a  question  relating 
to  State  Devaswoms  being  discussed  in  the  Popular  Assembly,  although 
an  arrangement  is  devised  by  which  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
Assembly  may  be  taken  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( dmbalapuzha ) :  I  am  very  glad 
to.  answer  the  question.  I  am  not  prepared  to  allow  any  discussion 
with  respect  to  the  Devaswoms  or  the  policy  of  managing  them.  But 
with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  agency  that  is  now  appointed,  it  is 
a  subject  to  be  legitimately  discussed  by  this  House  as  well. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  make 
a  long  speech,  but  I  may  say  at  once  that  it  is  my  considered  opinion 
that  some  forward  move  is  necessary.  The  Sri  Mulam  Popular 
Assembly,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai,  was  brought  into  being  by 
that  wise  statesman,  Mr.  V.  P.  Madhava  Rao.  It  has  served  its  good 
’purpose  in  its  own  day.  But  on  the  top  of  that  Assembly,  the  Council  has 
been  formed.  Now,  the  question  is,  is  it  going  to  be  only  a  talking  body 
or  is  it  going  to  be  anything  more  substantial  ?  But  if  it  is  only  to  be  a 
talking  body  without  any  definite  purpose,  over  and  above  this  Council,  I 
should  say,  we  should  do  away  with  it.  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  and 
Mr.  Kunjitomman  put  forward  proposals  and  Ido  not  think  they  claim 
any  perfection  to  their  suggestions.  I  do  not  think  that  we  should  accept 
everything  that  they  have,  put  forward.  All  that  I  say  is  that  we 
want  something  substantial.  I  have,  nothing  more  to  add  than  to 
repeat.  What  I  said,  oiz.,  that,  if  we  cannot,  mend  it,  we  must  end  it. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  I  oppose  both  the 
resolution  and  the  amendment,  not  because  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
the  spirit  or  the  principles  underlying  the  resolution  and  the  amend¬ 
ment.  The  resolution,  as  it  is  stated,  is  to  widen  the  franchise,  and 
the  amendment  is  to  widen  the  powers  of  the  Assembly.  This 
.  demand  is.  certainly  in  keeping  with  modern  tendencies.  Both  these  are 
intended  to  bring  the  people  to  share  more  and  more  in  the  Government ; 
and  in’  this  age  of  democracy  I  do  not  think  that  there  would  be  many 
who  will  say  that  such  tendencies  should  be  discouraged.  The  reason 
why  I  oppose  the  resolution  is  that,  if  I  support,  it,  I  would  be  practically 
supporting,  the  existence  of  two  legislative  bodies,  one  the  Council,  and 
the  other  the  Assembly.  In  my  opinion,  Sir,  when  this  Council  was  once 
brought  into  existence,  it  is  no  more  necessary  for  the  country  to  have 
an  Assembly  of  the  kind  that  is  existing  now.  The  question  then  is 
whether  we  should  have  the  Assembly  with  widened  powers.  My 
question  is,  why  not  give,  widened  powers  to.  the  Council 
instead  of  having  the  two  bodies  side  by  side  with  similar  powers  ? 
There  is  a  great  apprehension  current  in  the.  country  that  legislative 
measures,  are  brought  forward  in  this  House  not  because  conditions  that 
necessitated  such  legislation  in  foreign  countries  do  exist  here,  but  because 
of  the  desire  to  imitate.  The.  amendment  is  the  outcome  of  the  same 
desire,  to  imitate.  Because  there  is  the  House  of  Lords  and.  the  House  of 
Commons  in  England  and  there  are  two  representative  bodies  in  Mysore, 


392  tkavancolu;  T,w»ST,.mvn  oounuu,  [dun  November  1928. 

[Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  Krishna  Aiyangar.] 
why  should  wc  not  also  try  the  experiment  here  ?  I  do  not  think  that 
there  is  much  virtue  in  imitating'  the  institutions  and  proceedings  of. 
other  countries,  unless  a  necessity  for  such  a  thing  is  made  out.  Of  ' 
course,  we  have  very  great  respect  for  the  memories  connected  with  the  .' 
Assembly,  and  I  also,  along  with  my  friend  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai,  " 
express  very  great  respect  for  the  noble  spirit  of  Mr.  Madhava  Eao 
that  brought  the  Assembly  into  being.  But  the  question  is  whether,  if 
he  were  at  the  head  of  the  administration  now,  he  would  have 
allowed  the  introduction  of  a  bicameral  system  of  legislature.  My  position 
is  that  we  should  do  away  with  the  Assembly  or  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  should  have  only  one  legislative  body,  call  it  by  any  name  you 
like.  Wo  should  have  only  one  body  with  the  powers  required  for  it. 

Sir  far  as  powers  are  concerned,  certainly  there  are  very  many 
restrictions  put  on  the  Legislative  Council  as  it  exists,  and  it  is  highly 
necessary  that  its  powers  should  be  widened.  If  such  power,?, 
can  be  given,  and  if  they  are  to  be.  given,  I  do  not  sec  the  logic  of  saying, 
that  it  must  be  given  to  the  Assembly.  Why  not  give  them  to  this 
body  itself  ? 

The  economic  side  of  the  question  has  also  been  very  ably  dealt 
with  by  some  members.  So,  the  reason  why  I  oppose  the  resolution  is 
not  because  I  do  not  sympathise  with  the  principle  underlying  it— I  do 
really  sympathise  with  it — but  I  do  not  for  a  moment  see  the  necessity, 
for  giving  statutory  existence  to  or  recognition  by  this  House  of  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  the  Assembly  independently  ol'  this  body  and  thus  incurring 
the  expenditure.  So  I  oppose  both  the  resolution  and  the  amendment. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated ) 
(Deputy  Vred'lcnt)  :  I  beg  to  oppose  both  the  resolution  and  the  amend¬ 
ment.  Perhaps,  a  word  of  explanation  is  due  from  me  with  referenoe 
to  the  observation  made  by  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  I  thought  -it 
would  have  been  very  much  fairer  if  what  transpired  in  a  confidential 
conference  were  not  utilised  as  an  argument  for  pressing  this  proposi¬ 
tion.  That  is  us  a  matter  of  principle. 

However,  going  to  the  merits  of  the  proposition  that  was  referred 
by  the  committee  in  their  recommendation  to  the  Government,  there 
was  a  general  expression  of  opinion  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  the  Assembly  must  be  given  the  powers  of  moving  resolutions, 
putting  questions  and  of  discussing  the  budget  before  it  was  placed  be¬ 
fore  the  Legislative  Council.  So  far  as  the  discussion  of  the  budget 
itself  is  concerned,  I  personally  think  that  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular 
Assembly,  being  a  larger  popular  body,  would  be  in  a  position  to  give 
practical  expression  to  real  difficulties  that  are  being  experienced  in  the 
administration  of  fiscal  enactments  throughout  the  State  very  much 
more  satisfactorily  than  even  the  Legislative  Council  itself.  I  certainly, 
Sir,  do  demand  for  this  body  a  more  trained  habit  of  approaching  im¬ 
portant  questions  and  offering  constructive  and  critical  observations  of  a 
very  much  better  order,  because  this  Council  contains  a  much  larger 
element  of  trained  professional  men.  - 
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As  regards  the  question  of  interpellations  and  resolutions,  what  I 
had  at  the  back  of  my  miud  was  not  that  the  question  was  discussed  in 
all  its  details  or  any  definite  conclusions  reached.  It  was  not  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  sending  up  that  letter  to  the  Government  to  ascertain 
the  scope  of  the  reference.  What  I  had  at  the  back  of  my  mind  was 
that  apparently  certain  functions  were  exercised  by  the  Sri  Mulam 
Popular  Assembly,  which  were  definitely  excluded  from  the  purview  of 
the  Legislative  Council.  No  doubt,  the  Draft  Rules  which  were  published 
by'  Government  and  which  the  committee  were  called  upon  to  re¬ 
vise  embodied  the  very  same  limitations  which  are  embodied  in 
the  Legislative  Council  statute  itself.  If  there  would  be  a  general 
agreement  amongst  the  members  of  the  committee  as  to  remov¬ 
ing  some  of  the  restrictions  newly  imposed  on  the  Assembly  and 
the  Government  would  also  agree  to  the  recommendation,  I  think  some 
provision  might  be  made  for  making  interpellations  and  moving  resolu¬ 
tions.  I  had  thought,  Sir,  at  the  time  that,  if  the  Draft  Rules  were 
adopted  with  modifications,  the  scope  of  business  and  the  volume  of 
work  to  be  transacted  in  the  Assembly  would  be  considerably  reduced 
and  there  would  not  be  any  unnecessary  demand  on  the  resources 
of  the  Government  for  the  conduct  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly 
itself. 

These  are  the  lines  on ’which  I  view  the  question-  I  take  my 
present  stand  on  a  very  much  higher  ground.  With  respect  to  the  im¬ 
portant  question  of  reform  of  the  Assembly,  I  believe  I  am  not  estopped 
from  revising  my  own  judgment  in  the  light  of  the  discussion  that  has 
taken  place  in  this  House.  I  do  believe,  Sir,  that  if  the  principles 
embodied  in  the  amendment  are  to  be  accepted,  vague  and  unsatis¬ 
factory  as  they  are,  it  necessarily  implies  the  creation  of  a  bicameral 
legislature.  In  spite  of  a  disclaimer  by  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 
the  logical  result  of  that  would  be  the  creation  of  a  bicameral  legisla¬ 
ture.  No  doubt,  it  exists  in  some  parts  of  the  world  where  it  is  difficult 
to  get  rid  of  an  institution  that  came  into  existence  in  years  gone  by. 
But  the  opinion  of  constitutional  lawyers — at  any  rate,  the  general 
consensus  of  opinion  of  constitutional  lawyers — on  the  question  of  a 
bicameral  chamber  is  that  it  is  a  costly  institution  which  would  be  of  no 
practical  utility  and  a,n  intolerable  nuisance.  That  is  the  light  in  which 
bicameral  legislatures  are  viewed  by  modern  constitutional  lawyers ; 
and  in  a  small  State  like  Travancore  a  second  chamber  in  the  form 
of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  is  certainly  very  undesirable  and 
unnecessary.  I  therefore  oppose  both  the  amendment  and  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (' firumUa ):  Sir,  I  rise  to 
offer  a  few  observations  upon  this  important  subject;  The  opponents  of 
the  amendment  may  be  divided  into  two  classes.  One  class  considers 
the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  as  having  lost  its  legitimate  function 
by  the  creation  of  the  reformed  Legislative  Council  and  argues  that  it 
has  now  become  a  functionless  inane  body,  something  like  an  unservice¬ 
able  horse  which  deserves  only  to  be  shot  and  buried.  There  is  another 
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class  of  people  who  think  that  the  Popular  Assembly  has  not  become 
useless  but  that  it  should  be  retained  and  must  be  reformed  on  certain 
lines.  But  wh-t  those  lines  of  reforms  should  be,  they  are  not  clear 
about.  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  speaking  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Government,  did  not  agree  with  the  first  class  of  critics  who 
think  that  the  Assembly  has  become  useless  and  should  be  abolished; 
but  he  is  definitely  of  opinion  that  the  Assembly  should  be  re¬ 
tained,  as  it  has  got  a  function — a  really  useful  function— to  per¬ 
form.  The  question,  therefore,  is  as  to  how  the  Assembly  should  be 
reformed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( ShertaUai ):  I  wish  to  know 
■whether  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  did  say  that  the  Assembly  should  be 
retained. 

PRESIDENT :  He  will  make  it  clear  in  his  reply. 

Mr.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  So  far  as  practi¬ 
cal  politics  is  concerned,  the  Assembly  is  to  be  retained.  It  has  got  a  de¬ 
finite  function  to  perform.  In  that  view  of  the  matter,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
consider  whether  it  is  functionless  and  whether  it  should  exist  any  longer. 
Assuming  that  the  Assembly  should  be  retained,  a  further  question 
remains,  na.,  whether  it  should  remain  as  a  body  of  petition-mongers 
as  at  present  or  whether  there  is  scope  for  reforming  it  and  making  it 
more  useful  to  the  public  at  large.  In  regard  to  this  matter,  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  is  not  so  sure  that  there  is  scope  for  any  reform  or  improvement 
at  all.  On  the  other  hand,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Government  did 
not  always  think  so.  Time  was  when  the  Government  thought  that 
the  Assembly  was  capable  of  being  reformed  for  the  purpose  of  making 
it  more  and  more  useful.  Sir  P.  Eajagopalachari,  the  late  Dewan 
of  Travancore,  said,  in  concnlding  the  fifth  session  of  the  Sri  Mulam 
Popular  Assembly  : 

“Travancore  had  in  this  Assembly  an  institution  which,  with  judicious  development, 
might  bo  made  most  usef  d  for  purposes  of  good  government.” 

Therefore,  in  the  words  of  Sir  P.  Eajagopalachari,  the  institution 
was  capable  of  judicious  development  and  such  development  is 
capable  of  being  made  useful  for  the  purpose  of  good  government. 
Now,  the  present  Government  also  thought  that  the  Assembly  was 
capable  of  further  development  and  reform.  Therefore  it  was  that  they 
wanted  to  revise  the  rules  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  by 
enlarging  the  franchise  and  giving  certain  new  powers  to  it. 

PRESIDENT :  I  do  not  think  you  are  quite  accurate,  except 
with  regard  to  franchise.  The  Government  proceedings  no  doubt  refer 
to  the  widening  of  the  franchise.  As  for  widening  the  functions,  I  do 
not  think  that  there  is  any  such  explicit  statement  m  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  K.  PAEAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla )  :  Anyhow 
■  what  I  submit  is  there  is  a  lurking  idea  that  the  Assembly  deserves 
some  kind  of  development,  although  on  what  lines  the  Government 


REFORM  OF  THE  POPULAR  ASSE3 


395 


themselves  have  not  yet  made  up  their  minds.  If  that  is  so,  the 
question  arises,  what  are  the  lines  upon  which  the  Assembly  should  he 
reformed  ?  CcrtrJn  lines  have  boon  suggested  in  the  resolution  and  in 
the  amendment.  They  are  certainly  not  exhaustive,  nor  the  final  and 
the  last  word  on  the  subject.  They  are  only  certain  lines  upon  which 
the  reform  of  the  Popular  Assembly  has  been  suggested.  Now,  let  us 
consider  some  of  the  lines  and  sec  whether  they  are  practicable,  and 
whether  they  are  demanded  by  the  circumstances  of  the  time. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  the  Assembly  should  he  made  a 
statutory  body.  It  is  said  that  it  is  only  a  creature  of  the  executive, 
It  has  been  in  existence  for  so  long  a  time  and  has  been  doing  useful 
work  even  according  to  the  Government  :  and  therefore  it  is  asked, 
why  should  it  be  given  a  statutory  position  '}  My  answer  is  this.  So 
long  as  the  Assembly  remains  the  creature  of  the  executive,  it  can  do 
whatever  it  likes  with  it  without  consulting  the  people  or  the  popular 
wishes  ;  and  in  fact,  the  executive  has  so  dealt  with  certain  privileges  of 
the  Assembly.  In  the  year  1089,  during  the  Dcwanship  of  Mr.  Go- 
palachariar,  it  was  seriously  suspected  that  the  Government  entertained 
the  idea  of  abolishing  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  altogether. 
Then  there  was  a  great  agitation  against  the  idea,  and  finally,  although 
not  at  the  time  fixed  for  the  Assembly,  Government  thought  it  fit  to  hold 
the  Assembly  and  not  to  abolish  it.  Further,  when  the  Government 
revised  the  rules  of  the  Assembly,  they  were  so  revised  as  to  curtail 
the  rights  of  the  members.  This  is  summarised  in  the  memorandum 
submitted  by  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Committee. 

“The  departure  ufi  Mr.  V.  P.  Madliava  Rao  whose  name  will  ever  h;  gral.-fully 
cherished  liy  the  people  in  o  macemm  wiih  the  Assembly,  oven  threatened  to  drag  the 
infant  institution  into  an  untimely  grave,  hut  the  parental  solicitude  of  the  sovereign 
cams  to  the  rescue  and  the  worst  that  happened  was  only  the  postponement  of  the  third 
session  from  October  1906  to  January  1907.  It  was,  however,  loft  to  the  penultimate 
Dewao  to  fetter  the  institution  with  an  elaborate  set  of  rules  affecting  the  privilege  of 
voters  and  members  and  circumscribing  the  nature  and  scope  of  the  representations.  It 
is,  however,  due  to  Dowan  Bahadur  (now  Sir)  P.  Unjngupalncharl  to  say  that  he  intended 
to  exercise  the  disciplinary  and  other  powers  vested  in  him  only  in  very  exceptional 

I  also  remember  that  in  the  guise  of  revising  the  rules  of  the 
Assembly  certain  persons  who  were  once  enfranchised  were  subsequently 
disfranchised  and  made  incapable  of  voting  at  the  election  of  the 
Popular  Assembly  and  of  being  returned  as  members.  I  may  instance  the 
case  of  graduates.  As  originally  drafted,  the  rules  of  the  Assembly  gave 
franchise  to  all  graduates  irrespective  of  their  standing.  Subsequently,  for 
very  well-known  reasons  which  I  now  need  not  disclose,  that  franchise 
was  taken  away.  Graduates  of  ten  years’  standing  alone  were  given  the 
privilege.  In  this  way  the  revision  was  begun.  Instead  of  enlarging  the 
scope  of  the  Assembly  and  widening  the  franchise,  the  rules  were  always 
revised  with  a  view  to  curtail  the  rights  and  powers  and  privileges  of  the 
people.  Therefore  we  want  that  the  Assembly,  which  has  been  in  exist¬ 
ence  for  so  long  a  time  and  which  even  according  to  Mr.  Hubba  Aiyar 
has  been  doing  such  good  work,  should  be  removed  from  the  control  of 
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the  executive  and  giver,  a  statutory  basis,  so  that  the  executive  may  not 
be  .able  to  tamper  with  its  rights  and  privileges.  There  is  also  another 
reason.  There  is  no  political  status  now  assigned  to  it.  It  must  bo 
given  a  definite  place  in  the  constitution  of  the  State.  For  these  reasons, 
I  think  the  demand  that  it  should  be  recognised  as  a  statutory  body  has 
very  great  force. 

Then,  with  regard  to  the  powers  of  interpellation  and  general  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  budget  and  the  moving  of  resolutions.  Of  course,  ashas 
already  been  pointed  out,  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Government  for 
revising  the  Drafl  Rules  of  the  Assembly  were  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  the  Assembly  should  be  invested  with  these  powers.  And  representa¬ 
tions  to  that  effect  have  also  been  submitted  to  the  Government.  The 
other  powers  that  are  now  sought  to  he  vested  in  the  Assembly  arc 
the  right  of  being  consulted  in  the  case  of  the  imposition  of  new  taxes 
and  also  the  enhancement  of  the  existing  taxes  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the 
principles  of  legislative  enactments  before  they  are  introduced  into  the 
Legislative  Council.  These  powers,  if  granted,  it  is  apprehended, 
might  convert  the  Assembly  into  a  second  chamber.  They  want  to  call 
it  a  bicameral  system  and  then  condemn  it.  This  is  like  giving 
a  dog  a  bad  name  and  hanging  it.  Now  even  if  it  is  called  bicameral 
I  would  not  be  frightened  by  the  name,  so  long  as  you  give  a  defi  nite 
constitution  to  the  Assembly  and  place  it  on  a  statutory  basis  and  we 
know  what  its  powers  and  functions  are.  I  submit  that  because  you 
call  it  a  bicameral  chamber  it  does  not  detract  from  the  value  of  the 
constitution  or  make  it  any  more  difficult  than  if  a  really  bicameral 
system  was  introduced  in  the  State.  Secondly,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  vesting  of  the  Assembly  with  all  these  powers  does  not  convert 
it  into  a  bicameral  system.  I  would  refer  here  to  the  very  same  Seal 
Committee’s  Report — I  suppose  it  is  not  confidential— referred  to  by 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  which  says  as  follows  : — 


“The  Representative . 
1  to  be  strongly  felt  in 
diluted  central  legists 
:d  in  great  part  by  r 
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The  Representative  Assembly  in  the  State  certainly  does 
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people,  a  meeting  place  of  delegates  of  viwiou*  groups  and  associiitiuna  tti.rkiu.ir  «i  th.- 
principle  of  diroct  action  ami  bound  by  natural  tics  or  intcresls,  so  far  again  as  the  .ielemiteH 
bear  mandates  regarding  subjects  of  discussion,  if  not  also  regarding  their  ro|iivsniitut.ion 
to  the  government,  there  is  much  that  is  common  to  the  Representative  Assemble  ami 
the  working  of  the  referendum.  In  fact,  with  some  changes,  this  Assembly  can  be  ’made 
to  serve,  however  informally  and  rudimentarily,  two  important  ends.  vii..  the  initiative 
and  the  referendum,  which  are  such  useful  supplements  and  correctives  tu  the  machincrv 
of  formal  constitutional  representation.  The  delegates  in  centuries— .say  two  or  three 
hundred  —should  come  from  the  primary  assemblies  and  groups  which  constitute  the  body 
cf  the  people  ami  work  by  direct  action  in  the  sphere  of  their  daily  lives  and  interests. 
They  should  bear  mandates  regarding  the  people's  wants,  desires  and  gricvanee.s  which 
the  Assembly  may  formulate  for  the  purposes  of  an  initiative  to  the  legislature.  They 
should  be  consulted  in  all  important  legislative  measures,  and  the  general  principles  of 
all  bills  (including  bills  of  taxation )  should  be  referred  to  them  and  their  views  ascertain¬ 
ed.  They  should  discuss  the  budget  on  general  lines.  And,  finally,  they  may  also  bring 
mav dates  regarding  matters  which  have  been  referred  to  the  people’  by  the  Government  or 
tbe  legislature,  especially  in  the  ease  of  hills  touching  closely  and  directly  the  people's 
daily  life.  Such  functions  the  Representative  Assembly  properly  composed  and  developed 
can  very  usefully  discharge.  In  the  constitutional  changes  now  announced,  with  true  politi- 
caf  vision  and  foresight,  lias  the  opportunity  boon  seized  of  serving  the  people  by  methods 
which  are  more  direct  anti  intimate,  in  their  bearings  on  the  life  of  the  folk,  than  the 
political  machinery  of  the  orthodox  Parliamentary  pattern. 

So  that,  these  powers  of  being  consulted  in  regard  to  matters  of 
taxation  and  legislation  and  giving  them  initiative  in  certain  matters 
would  not  convert  the  Assembly  into  a  second  chamber,  and  thereby 
the  evils  of  the  bicameral  system  will  not  be  felt  by  the  constitution. 
So  they  have  now  recommended,  even  with  the  idea  that  the  bicameral 
system  would  not  suit  Mysore,  that  the  Representative  Assembly  should 
have  powers  of  interpellation,  budget  discussion,  of  moving  resolutions, 
and  of  being  consulted  in  matters  of  taxation  and  of  legislation.  If  this 
is  so,  I  can  say  that  there  is  absolutely  no  reason  why  we  should  not 
invest  our  Assembly  with  those  powers  and  privileges  and  make  it  a 
more  useful  body  instead  of  retaining  it  as  a  body  with  practically  no 
useful  function  to  perform  and  allowing  it  to  remain  as  a  body  of  peti¬ 
tioners  and  looked  upon  by  the  people  with  not  so  much  of  respect  and 
confidence  as  it  deserves.  For  these  reasons,  I  support  the  proposition 
and  the  amendment. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  suppose  Mr.  G.  Paramesvsran  Pillai  would  like 
to  make  a  few  remarks. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Keipjattinlara ) :  I  would 
like,  with  your  permission,  to  reply  to  some  of  the  observations  made 
in  the  course  of  the  debate. 

PRESIDENT:  Very  well,  you  may. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyi/aitMaru) :  I  am 
glad  that  the  object  of  my  amendment  has  been  primarily  achieved. 
My  object  was  to  elicit  the  opinion  of  Government  as  well  as  of  the  non¬ 
official  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House  in  regard  to  this  most 
important  question  relating  to  the  reconstitution  of  the  Sri  ^  Mulam 
Popular  Assembly.  As  has  been  observed  by  my  friend  Mr.  K.  Para- 
mesvaran  Pillai,  the  criticisms  in  respect  of  my  amendment  my  be  classified 
into  two.  There  is  one  set  of  opinion  that  the  Assembly  itself  does  not 
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serve  any  useful  purpose  after  the  constitution  of  this  Council  and  that  it 
may  therefore  be  dispensed  with.  The  other  view  is  that,  if  all  the  func¬ 
tions  proposed  are  granted  to  the  Assembly,  it  would  practically  be  an 
unnecessary  duplication,  creating  a  bicameral  legislature,  which  is  after  all 
not  worthy  of  being  accepted  in  a  small  State  like  Travancore.  In  regard 
to  the  first  class  of  critics  I  have  only  one  answer  to  make,  and  that 
is  this :  Let  them  recall  to  their  minds  what  exactly  are  the  powers 
that  they  are  entitled  to  exercise  at  present  under  the  Legislative  Council 
Regulation.  What  are  their  powers  in  relation  to  the  various  subjects 
that  are  excluded  from  the  cognizance  of  this  Council  ?  I  hope 
even  they  will  concede  that  the  subjects  that  are  excluded  are  all 
of  the  most  vital  importance — much  more  important  in  certain  cases 
than  subjects  which  we  are  at  liberty  to  discuss  in  this  Council. 
In  regard  to  these  matters,  where  is  the  institution,  I  ask,  where  is 
the  popular  institution  where  we  can  ventilate  our  grievances, 
where  we  can  express  our  own  views  for  the  prompt  attention 
or  at  least  the  kind  consideration  of  Government  ?  If  the  Assembly— 
at  present  there  is  only  the  Assembly  for  us  and  if  the  Assembly  itself 
is  to  be  dispensed  with,  I  do  not  know  where  we  can  ventilate  those 
grievances.  It  is  argued  that  this  Council  may  be  given  those  powers. 
I  fully  appreciate  that  sentiment.  Unfortunately  for  me,  in  moving  an 
amendment  of  this  nature,  I  had  to  choose  the  only  course  left  open  to  me. 
What  is  the  procedure  that  I,  as  a  member  of  this  Council,  can  adopt  to 
elicit  an  answer  from  the  Government  as  to  whether  they  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  treat  the  amendment  as  an  amendment  to  the  Legislative 
Council  Regulation  so  as  to  include  these  excluded  subjects  in  respect 
of  which  we  deem  it  necessary  that  we  should  be  given  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  discussion  ?  I  cannotsmove  an  amendment  of  that  nature,  and 
I  cannot  bring  forward  a  motion  in  respect  of  that  matter  independently, 
because  the  Legislative  Council  Regulation  prohibits  it.  The  only  way 
in  which  I  could  proceed  is  by  requesting  the  Government  to  invest  the 
Assembly  with  these  powers.  If  I  make  a  request  of  that  nature  I  am 
within  the  ambits  of  law  and  procedure.  Whether  that  request  is  ac¬ 
cepted  or  not,  the  principle  will  be  discussed  and  I  may  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  placing  my  case  before  the  Government.  There  will  also  be 
an  opportunity  for  this  House  to  discuss  and  record  its  opinion.  I  should 
not,  therefore,  be  misunderstood  as  I  find  that  I  am. 

It  is  not  contended  by  me  that  the  bicameral  system  of  legis¬ 
lature  is  absolutely  necessary  or  even  needed  for  this  country. 
I  never  discussed  the  merits  of  that  system.  The  very  object  of 
my  resolution,  as  has  been  rightly  pointed  out  by  my  friend  Mr.  K 
Paranresvaran  Pillai,  is  to  emphasise  the  necessity  for  further  reform 
in  one  direction  or  another.  There  is  a  direction  that  I  can  think  of  in 
regard  to  the  Legislative  Council.  I  cannot  however,  discuss  it  here. 
Then,  if  I  make  the  request  “  Let  ns  have  these  subjects  included  in  the 
Assembly  so  that  we  might  discuss  them  there”,  then  there  will 
Gopie  an  answer;  “It  is  sufficient  if  the  Council  is  enlarged”. 
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We  did  not  get  that  answer.  I  expected  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  to  tell  us 
whether  the  powers  of  this  Council  would  be  widened  and  these  excluded 
subjects  would  be  left  open  to  us,  or  whether  the  Assembly  would  be  so 
liberalised  that  we  would  have  ample  opportunities  and  facilities  there  for 
actual  discussion  of  such  very  important  matters.  In  so  far  as  that  ma'- 
ter  is  concerned,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  was  kind  enough  only  to  concede 
that  Government  did  not  intend  to  do  away  with  the  Assembly.  I 
would  request  him  to  consider  the  question  especially  in  the  light  of  the 
observations  made  by  you,  Sir,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  that  the 
power  to  divide  the  House  is  even  now  with  the  President  of  the 
Assembly.  The  President,  if  he  chooses,  may  ascertain  the  opinion 
of  the  House  in  regard  to  all  matters  under  representation 
before  that  House.  Then  I  ask,  where  is  the  objection  in  also 
accepting  my  humble  suggestion,  eh.,  instead  of  leaving  the  discre¬ 
tion  to  the  Chair,  let  us  have  it  as  a  rule  that  in  regard  to  import¬ 
ant  matters  when  they  are  discussed  in  the  Assembly-  at  least  such 
matters  as  are  excluded  from  the  cognisance  of  this  Council  when  re¬ 
presentations  in  the  form  of  resolutions  are  moved  in  the  Assembly,  they 
may  be  discussed  and  that  the  Assembly  may  be  asked  to  divide  in  order 
that  the  Government  may  ascertain  the  wishes  of  the  House. 

It  was  also  suggested  during  the  course  of  the  debate  that  the  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Assembly  was  unable  to  give  definite  and  proper  answers  to 
representations  made  because  of  the  vagueness  of  the  representations 
made  and  of  the  indefiniteness  of  the  subjects  dealt  with.  This  is  one 
of  the  means  whereby  such  a  faulty  system  can  at  once  be  remedied, 
whereby  the  President  can  insist  upon  the  members  to  bring  particular 
resolutions  in  a  definite  form  so  that  the  House  and  the  Government 
may  also  be  able  to  understand  it  and  make  a  pronouncement  on  the 
question.  As  it  is,  my  purpose  is  to  amplify  the  power  already  in  the 
hands  of  the  President,  It  will  give  an  opportunity  to  the  members  as 
well  as  to  the  Government  to  proceed  on  definite  lines  in  regard  to  the 
matters  placed  before  the  Assembly.  I  would  also  submit  that,  if  such 
powers  are  granted  to  the  Assembly  in  regard  to  at  least  these  excluded 
subjects,  there  cannot  be  any  serious  risk.  There  is  no  case  what¬ 
ever  made  out  on  the  other  side  to  disqualify  the  Assembly  from  getting 
that  power  at  least. 

My  friends’  objections  were  mainly — not  only  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  but 
also  some  of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  said  so — that  there 
would  be  chances  of  conflict.  I  can  surely  say  that  there  will  be  no  such 
chance  of  conflict  in  respect  of  those  matters  which  are  altogether 
beyond  the  scope  of  this  Council. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (I'rictmlmm  cum  Ncdwnangad ) :  I 
want  to  understand  his  position.  May  I  know  what  is  the  constitutional 
position  according  to  him  of  this  Legislative  Council,  the  scope  of 
whose  activities  is  restricted  by  statute,  with  regard  to  subjects  which 
he  proposes  to  entrust  to  the  Assembly  on  the  strength  of  the  recom¬ 
mendations  made  by  this  Council '? 
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Mb-  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {Neyyattinkara) :  I  do  not 
understand  him. '  I  have  sa  id  something  else.  I  was  dealing  with  the 
powers  to  be  vested  in  the  Assembly  in  respect  of  matters  which  are 
beyond  the  scope  of  this  Council.  In  regard  to  other  matters,  I  will 
come  to  them  presently.  In  regard  to  matters  which  are  already 
within  the  cognisance  of  this  Council,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  powers 
which  you  will  give  the  Assembly,  is  the  next  reasonable  question.  In 
an  index  for  point,  I  rely  upon  the  good  sense  and  the  discretion  of  the 
members  of  the  Assembly.  I  do  not  think  the  members  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly,  the  popular  representatives,  are  any  way  behind  the  members  of  this 
Council.  They  are  equally  competent  and  perhaps  in  certain  respects 
more  competent  and  probably  are  more  representative  of  the  people 
than  many  of  us  in  this  Council.  I  do  not  think  that  they  themselves 
will  waste  the  time  of  their  own  or  of  the  Government  by  putting 
questions,  or  by  moving  resolutions  on  matters  which  have  been  already 
threshed  out  in  this  Council  or  fully  answered  by  this.  Council.  '  I  think 
they  would  exercise  reasonable  discretion  in  not  duplicating  or  over¬ 
lapping  functions.  I  am  able  to  draw  this  presumption  from  the  past, 
which  I  have  been  able  to  observe,  namely  that  repetition  is  not  at  all 
indulged  in  whenever  it  can  be  avoided.  It  is  only  when  by  repetition 
alone  they  can  gain  a  point  that  the  members  in  the  Assembly  repeat 
things.  So  then,  I  have  discussed  that  one  aspect  with  your  permis¬ 
sion.  Being  an  important  matter,  I  want  some  more  time. 

PBESIDENT :  All  right.  Yon  may  take  some  more  time. 

Me-  G-  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara):  In  regard 
to  the  other  side,  ft:.,  that  there  will  result  a  bicameral  system  of  legisla¬ 
ture,  I  have  only  one  answer  to  make.  There  again,  I  have  been 
gravely  misunderstood.  I  never  put  forward  any  plea  for  the  creation 
of  the  bicameral  system.  None  of  the  clauses  in  my  amendment  imply 
a  bicameral  legislature.  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  said  that,  in  spite  of  my 
disclaimer  to  the  contrary,  it  would  nevertheless  be  a  bicameral  legisla¬ 
ture  that  will  be  created.  With  some  knowledge  of  history  and  political 
science  which  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I  am  not  convinced  that 
my  disclaimer  is  erroneous.  When  I  asked  for  an  extension  of 
powers  t,o  the  popular  chamber,  I  asked  for  those  powers  reflect¬ 
ing  the  opinion  of  the.  masses  as  discussed  or  disclosed  by  the 
delegates  sent  up  by  a  very  vast  electorate.  By  merely  disclosing 
or  reflecting  public  opiuion  in  regard  to  certain  matters  -without 
the  further  function  of  formulating  and  legislating,  I  do  not 
consider  that  body  would  become  a  legislative  body.  The  legis¬ 
lative  and  formulative  functions  will  certainly  vest  not  in  the  Assembly, 
but  in  the  Legislative  Council  proper,  and  I  consider  that  it  is  absolute¬ 
ly  essential  in  the  nature  of  the  country  and  the  nature  of  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  this  Council  in  its  present  state  that  such  an  institution  ought 
to  exist.  The  constitution  of  this  Council,  Sir, — I  am  not  going  to  deal 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Council  Regulation,  but  I  say  that  it  is  my 
conviction  that  the  constitution  of  the  Council — does  not  correspond  to 
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the  wide  popular  chamber,  I  mean  a  popular  chamber  widely  representa- 
.  tive  of  the  people,  especially  the  rural  classes.  The  number  of  scats 
based  on  territorial  basis  here  is  less  than  the  majority  of  the  total 
number  of  seats  in  the  Council.  Tw enty- three  form  the  number  of 
members  returned  on  territorial  basis.  I  consider  any  popular  body  to 
be  really  representative  of  the  interests  oHhe  masses  only  in  case  there  is 
a  preponderance  of  majority  in  regard  to  members,  who  really  represent 
the  rural  classes  on  a  territorial  footing.  As  rightly  observed  bv 
Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar,  we  here  are  composed  mainly  of  trained  profes¬ 
sional  men  who  are  at  least  by  one  degree  removed  from  the  ordinary 
masses. 

In  regard  to  the  Popular  Assembly,  my  friend  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar 
said  that  there  might  be  chances  of  questions  relating  to  fiscal  matters 
such  as  taxation  and  finance,  being  more  satisfactorily  dealt  with 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  actual  tax-paver  in  the  Assembly 
than  in  a  Council  of  this  constitution.  I  fully  agree,  and  that  is 
’my  justification  for  asking  for  such  an  Assembly  to  exist  in  order 
that  it  may  really  reflect  what  the  people  feel  on  matters  of  such  im¬ 
portance.  I  submit  therefore  that  there  can  arise  no  conflict  in  regard 
to  the  functions  exercised  by  a  popular  chamber  of  that  nature  and  a 
legislative  body  of  this  type.  It  is,  therefore,  my  submission  that  I 
should  not  be  misunderstood  as  suggesting  the  introduction  of  a  bica¬ 
meral  legislature  in  the  sense  in  which  it  exists  in  England  or  in  British 
India,  as  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons  or  as  the 
Council  of  State  and  the  Legislative  Assembly.  It  is  not  my  idea  that 
we  should  have  two  legislative  bodies  to  exercise  powers  concurrently. 

I  would  also  submit,  before  I  close,  one  more  point,  Sir.  I  said 
there  were  certain  subjects  which  are  excluded  from  the  province 
of  this  Council.  Where  is  the  opportunity  for  us  to  express  our 
opinion  in  regard  to  such  legislative  measures  which  arc  passed  inde¬ 
pendently  of  this  Council  ?  I  say,  lot  us  have  popular  chambers  which 
may  be  consulted  at  least  on  general  principles.  The  reasons  which  per¬ 
haps  weighed  with  the  Government  in  taking  away  these  functions  and 
powers  from  this  Council  may  perhaps  hold  good  in  the  case  of  the  Popular 
Assembly  but  there  is  this  safeguard  so  far  as  the  Government  are  con¬ 
cerned.  The  Assembly  does  not  legislate  and  you  do  not  get  its  sanction 
in  regard  to  those  measures.  I  ask  my  non-official  friends  whether,  after 
all,  it  is  a  crime  to  institute  such  a  chamber  which  will  be  consulted 
in  regard  to  measures  which  will  certainly  be  open  to  them  to 
discuss  before  they  are  passed  into  law.  I  have  only  to  submit  that, 
in  regard  to  the  several  criticisms  that  were  advanced  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  they  really  arise  out  of  a  misunderstanding  of  the  entire  sub¬ 
ject  ;  and  so  far  as  my  friend  Mr.  Yelu  Pillai  is  concerned,  I  must 
observe  that  he  said  that  he  was  fully  in  favour  of  very  much  larger 
powers  being  conferred  upon  the  Assembly  and  that  he  had  been  con¬ 
tending  for  she  same  in  successive  sessions  of  the  Assembly.  He 
said  that  these  powers  which  I  suggest  would  not  certainly  be  accept¬ 
able  though  lie  was  not  prepared  to  give  any  indication  of  the  parti- 


402  IRAVANCOBE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.  [3BD  NOVEMBER  1923. 

[Mr.  Tariatu  Kunjitomman.] 

cular  lines  of  reform  at  the  back  of  his  mind,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
he  lias  not  framed  any  definite  scheme  on  the  point. 

Mn.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Triocfclmm  cum  A edw  nan  gad) :  All 
that  I  said  was  that  I  did  not  come  prepared  with  a  formulated  scheme. 
I  have  bestowed  some  attention  on  the  subject  and  I  may  refer  my  friend 
to  page  193  of  the  authorised  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Sri  Mulain 
Popular  Assembly  of  1097.  I  did  not  give  a  scheme  on  the  spur-  of  the 
moment  because  I  thought  it  would  be  rash.  I  merely  argued  that  the 
resolution,  as  it  is,  cannot  be  accepted. 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neijyattinkara ) :  My  only 
request,  Sir,  in  conclusion,  is  that  we  expect  to  have  the  benefit  of  a 
really  progressive  scheme  to  be  formally  discussed  and  accepted  by 
this  Council  at  a  very  early  date,  either  from  my  friend  Mr.  Velu 
Pillai,  or  from  somebody  else  in  this  House.  With  these  observations. 
Sir,  I  beg  to  commend  my  amendment  for  the  acceptance  of  the  House.- 

Mr.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Mumitiqnuha)  :  'a® actio  <jy 
cacoJo  ityssonmgcxjjsis  a  vioggsm(gjo<m]aol<^5rarmQC8o  (sye  r  0Ha5<s<stt» 
eqjo  <Ai®51x-ric9arorn)caaoj|pno  <8 ojo§qJc&oc/oo  noldhrotl  m^osmcruSl-y  a®  (@ 
ajomjodil  Aoeg^sttost^mDo  e.o.  oSjSsbOo  enJoelcMom  tTcydo  (jyGaraeseco 
(arooJf!5t(S\n_jl^Qcmm)ooo  raroaicfl'Ocrao  cn£y,6noa2i(moaosno«gjo  o® 
crr»(o&  qyffiaoQJsniJUaj  (sangcuftoooo  nmoSiucruSl^i  @  coararm  rSl&ib  a® 
oolsoaln^  i®aro  sra>:crb  aTiruofolcOacTra.  a®  ®  i.  o  a>®o  ataogcfisrm 
oicflcso  <20Ja3oi  0:0ooo  aaj0§c96)srraaaono  o-iostron^acajosn#  gosmoCo  a 
cmratojralamoojtexn^OocBSo  eiras  ^blnL^irvosu)  mgaaoroasa  aiteao 
gas  GciDgaiamooaioto)  omsrarojc&a mi6maaacmo  ass  (@  t_ oaSlcofc  *0 
storm  ce>(0o'0))ct33aJC£5gg-ojflfeo  i^sl  ffioJogaJtaoooo  ac0>o§t66ioai>  ojosI 
sigjGcmo  stotoai  rarorafogoc&all]^.  tfeiOo  gogjoraroiauraas  «aj<&oj]aj®o  c x> 
aJiisnia^cAcSl-ylgjG^o.  (3ro@ac0josn§o  stooia®  GojojorEioraocail  caaisnol 
efig cm fml sicroo  cgrooittsas  sem  jCQjTtSl^a^Sfataicmftnl'icoo  lajcmonajasna". 
f3TO@fflc0)O5in§osmu  c&roo  nruoaaioruSliy  siss  oj^arcruo  c-aiana  cicno  oj)<uo 
<S\nj*  a®3  (jgjo_jo  ciolo&idjl.Djjraf.  (grassB;,cYXQ)agj83blra6  aoaroo  col 
«  h osjo&asnuiairatakmoqjo  Gojogoozi  rasas  saJssaSImrao  oroolacroab  o51 
ajraro)1aijlgj.  ggst.jODo  <ajsocm@o:SGJO§octZ)oa<dingjOo  roroe^cssilioo  col 
errao  oflyjrargittfaCb  taro  a  og^,&raosmu  anjg^omg>“.  rarosDac&osnsosrn  sra>o 
^  <&®ararm  (gTO^ortmomaoj^ratal  cruoruoraliyjsf.  Q®ad>o  GCj^.rolctn 
ajaicaao  GaiogoJc&oc/oo  ©era  (ggajo  rfhraaoocsj  dfeocgjacmralraf) 
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<sroot)i^aJo®l(£yooQiiil5)gjmo  cMsrracrn.  eoijgaica  odo  ess  ag-j^nnao®® 
o-itftaio  cruise^  (^j§fmajaS)c0)D(Do  rsrsaJcgjalagjcroofTo0  ogyvabo  arc 
@1(q_joaio.  o^ocYmrmo.oi  <e>fflo  cfoosrcrcn  a  xjoggacr.ssBova  nolmfgajlces! 
aiooi)  c&ffio  (trjlflBaiCQiaa  qj  ;  cpsfeiojo  fsrcgJajam.aAoram  (ajitSa 

<8J  siln51o31cft,Oo(fia  arcoSlajoao  cn^cmga  cocm^. 

Q0®ai)O  (^-jeacQJom)  (srocuWo  aiBooigjOjldacm  sj 

cea)0foo  dfoosnocYnlgj.  o£)s£)bjo  gorsf  goailas  (Q-jo^oaile  K.sn§  &“  03) 
©ciio  Q«s  t9>saco)ostr>“.  <srca§  sia'oai  rolaiaol^alcaacnD.  orpaciio 
(g_)saoa)©(!j«D  arcaSlt&o  rargjssc&Oo  rsrcao^^!c95K>m>g)a&osn§  gjjg;  earn 
glaSlsenjaacTO  Gjlnjoralcesornlgj.  (^-jeaaso  aJlaiai^l^mldsaara. 

,  PRESIDENT :  If  he  withdraws  the  resolution,  I  think  the 
amendment  also  falls. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amba’ajni-ha) :  When  there 
is  an  amendment  to  the  resolution,  is  it  open  to  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  to  withdraw  without  the  permission  of  the  mover  of  the 
amendment  ? 

PRESIDENT :  The  mover  of  the  amendment  is  one  of  the 
members  of  this  House.  If  he  likes  he  may  object  to  the  withdrawal, 
and  have  the  question  put  to  the  vote. 

The  resolution  was,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

PRESIDENT  :  If  the  House  has  no  objection,  the  session  may 
now  be  adjourned.  We  have  only  fifteen  minutes  more.  If  we  take 
up  the  next  resolution,  I  believe,  it  may  take  at  least  an  hour.  I  should 
like  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  House. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  1-45  i>.  m. 

S.  PARAMESVARA  A1YAR, 
S-'-retarii  io  //./■  l.eijia'atire  Council, 
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The  Council  met  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at  Eleven 
Thirty-four  of  the  Clock,  with  the  President  in  the  Chair, 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  sworn  in.:— 

’  Mr.  1£.  .George  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government) : 

Mr.  K.  Paramesvavan  Pillai  t.-ti/.  THrec.hr  of  A  grind  tare  a  mi 

Fi*hcri,»)\ 

Mr.  L.  R.  Raja  Raja  Varna  Koil  Tnmpuran  tEdaeagai*):  and 

Mr.  C.  Sankara  Menon  (Quilon), 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 

[Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standing  Order  No.  Id—- 

(1)  Printed  copies  uf  the  qnescioiv  and  answora  to  to  put  and  given  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  shall  he 'placed  <m  the  Council  .table  15  minutes  hefon;  die  President 
takes  his  seat. 

(2)  Tiie  questions  shall  ho  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner  : — 

Tlte  Secretary  shall  o  all  the  name  of  each  interpellafor  in  . serial  order,  s;iecify 
the  serial  number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  suf’leient.  pause  to  allow  him  a  veasuiialile 
opportunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  ho  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary  question. 
Supplementary  questions  must  ho  put  immediately  after  the  principal  questions  to 
which  they  relate.] 

Revenue  Work-in  Certain  Pakuthies  of  the  Chiraywkil  Taluk. 

86.  Mr.  V.  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chiroyinkil) :  With 
reference  to .  the  nine  pakuthies  in  the  Chi rayinkil  taluk  from  which 
Government  do  not  collect  public  revenue,  as  stated  in  the  Appendix 
.  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  38  asked  at  the  meeting  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  held  on  the  22nd  November,  1922,  will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state : 

(1)  whether  the  Tahsildar  and  the  Assistant  Tahsiljar  of  the 
Chirayinkil  taluk  attend  to  and  exercise  their  legitimate  duties  relating 
to  revenue  and  land. records  maintenance  work  in  those  nine  palatines  ; 
and 

(2)  whether  they  are  not  invested  with  powers  to  dispose  of  ibe 
following  items  of  work  in  the  said  pahithien 

(a)  polchivaravu  cases ; 

(Z>)  sub-division  work ; 

G.  P  ,T.  1050.  310.  28-3-29.  b 
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(c)  inspection  of  rent-roll  and  B  registers  ; 

(</•)  disposal  of  boundary  disputes  ;  and 
(i e )  supervision  of  survey  maps  ? 

(3)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  groat  difficulty  is  felt  by  the 
land-owners  of  the  said  pakuthw  owing  to  the  negligence  of  officers  as 
regards  the  above  items  of  -work  ? 

(4)  Has  the  Division  Pcishkar,  Trivandrum,  ever  visited  those 
pnJniiMes  ? 

(/>)  Does  the  Tahsildar  collect  -income-tax  from  those  pakuthies  ? 

Ma,  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(1)  The  Tahsildar  has  been  asked  by  the  Laud  Revenue  Commis¬ 
sioner  to  supervise  the  sub-clivision  of  poramWies  and  the  detection  of 
encroachments  in  the  seven  puhtihie*  belonging  to  Sripadam,  done  by 
.the  Sripadcmi  village  officers.  The  encroachments  detected  in  respect 
of  the  two  pakuthies  of  the  Kilimanur  ]iil«mya!  are  also  dealt  with  by 
the  Tahsildar.  As  regards  collection  of  tax  the  Tahsildar  exercises 
the  powers  conferred  upon  him  under  the  Revenue  Recovery  Regulation 
and  the  Estates’  Rent  Recovery  Regulation.  ' 

(2)  (a)  The  Tahsildar  has  not  been  invested  with  the  power  to 
dispose  oipokhwaraim  cases  in  these  nine  pakullne*  and  the  work  is 
not  being'  attended  to  by  him. 

Qi)  The  Tahsildar  has  not  been  authorised  to  attend  to  sub- 
■  division  work  in  these  pakuthies. 

(c)  Under  section  5  of  the  Estates’  Rent  Recovery  Regulation 
the  rent  roll  and  other  accounts  bearing  upon  the  land  are  subject  to  the 
supervision  of  Government  and  consequently  it  is  open  to  the  Tahsildar 
to  inspect  these  accounts. 

(d)  The  Tahsildar  or  the  .Assistant  Tahsildar  has  not  been  em¬ 

powered  under  the  Survey  and  Boundaries  Regulation  to  dispose  of 
boundary  disputes.  If,  however,  the  Dewan  Pcishkar  refers  to  the 
Tahsildar  any  case  of  boundary  dispute,  he  may  then  act  under  section 
23  of  the  Regulation.  • 

(e)  The  Tahsildar  has  not  been  invested  -with  the  power  to  super¬ 
vise  survey  marks,  except  in  respect  of  porambokes  already  referred  to. 
The  course  of  action  possible  in  regard  to  other  survey  marks..- is  laid 
down  in  section  21  (iii)  of  the  Regulation. 

(3)  Government  have  no  information. 

(4)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(5)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

Grants  to  Sanskrit  Schools. 

.87.  Mr.  .  M.  -R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghcnganrmr  cum  Pat- 
tanamfitta ;):  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they : 

make  any  difference  between  Vernacular  Primary  Schools  and  Saps-  , 
krit  Schools  in  the  matter  of  gvants-iir-aid 
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(6)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  amount  of  grant 
paid  to  each  Sanskrit  School  in  the  State  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  Ordinarily  no  difference  is  made  between  Vernacular  Primary 
Schools  and  Sanskrit  Schools  in  the  matter  of  grants-in-aid, 

(b)  Name  of  School.  Amount  of  grant 

per  mensem, 

Rs. 

1. "  The  Advaitasrama  Patasala,  Alwaye.  ...  80 

2.  The  Vijnanasaudayini  Sanskrit  School, 

Omallur.  .  ...  22jj 

3.  The  Changankulangara  Sanskrit  School, 

Ochira.  ...  15 

•  .4,  The  Adhyatma  Vidyasramam  Sanskrit  School, 

Adur.  ...  22. J 

5.  Njarakkal  Sanskrit  School.  ...  7|' 

.6,  .Koipalli-Karanma  Sanskrit  School.  ...  15 

'  7:.  Mankompu  Sanskrit  School.  ...  15 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAE1AR  (Chemjanuur  cum  PattanmUbt - 
ta) ;  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  why  certain  schools 
are  paid  Rs.  15,  while  others  are  paid  Rs.  80  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  y,«ccmmenl)  : 
In  the  case  of  the  Advaitasrama  Patasala,  Alwaye,  a  special  lump  grant, 
of  Rs.  80  is  paid.  In  regard'  to  the  other  schools  detailed  above,  only 
the  ordinary  grant  payable  to  vernacular  schools  under  the  Education 
Code  is  paid.  •  The  only  exception  is  the  Alwaye  Advaitasrama  Patasala, 
which  'was  the  earliest  school  to  be  started  and  which  teaches  up  to  a 
high  standard. 

’  Criminal  Court  Vakil's* 

88.  Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAR.IAE  (Chengaimur  cum  Putla- 
namtitta).:  (a)  Are  the  Government  aware  that..  District.  Magistrates 
are,  permitting  some  persons  not  qualified  in  law  to  practise  in  criminal 
courts  as  vakils  ? 

( b )  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  any  quali¬ 
fications  are  fixed  by  the  Government  for  those  who  wish  to  practise  ; 
in  criminal  courts? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  P1LLAI.  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  No  persons  not  qualified  in  law  are  allowed  to  practise  in 
criminal  courts  as.  vakils.  A  few  persons  not  qualified  in  law  are,  how¬ 
ever,,  allowed -to  plead  as  law  agents  '.under  Criminal  Circulars-  Nos.  13, 
and  15  of  1075  of  the.  High.  Court,  while  '  MMhiyars..md:-'c^.6s-; 
.agents  are  also  very  sparingly  -  allowed  to  appear,  .'  in  exercise  of 
the  discretionary  power  vested  in  Magistrates;  under  the... Criminal  Pro¬ 
cedure  Code. 

(b)  Yes.  These  are  mentioned  in  pages  106-206  of  the  Digest- 
of  Criminal  Diroulars issued  by  the  High -Court  (1910), 
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Construction  of  a  Bridge  at  Puvar. 

89.  Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  [PILLAI  (Neyyattiukara):  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  action  has  been  taken  by 
them  on  the  representations  made  in  the  Popular  Assembly  and  to  the 
P,  W,  D.  authorities  regarding  the  construction  of  a  bridge  at  Puvar, 
Neyyattiukara  taluk? 

Mb.  R;  -KRISHNA  PILLAI  [Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  Chief  Engineer  is  investigating  the  matter.  A  junghar  will  be 
provided  for  ferrying  carts,  etc.,  across. 

Revenue  Appeals  disposed  of  by  the  Devicolam  Commissioner. 

DO.  Mb.  8-  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  cum  Kartikapalli) : 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  revenue  appeals  were 
filed  before,  and  how  many  disposed  of,  by’  the  Devicolam  Commis¬ 
sioner  during  1095,  109(3,  1097  and  1098? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government  '. 
A  statement*'  furnishing  the  required  information  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Original  .Revenue  Cases  investigated  by  the  Devicolam  - 
•Commissioner. 

91.  Mu.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  cum  Kartikapalli) : 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  original  revenue 
oases  were,  directly  investigated  by  the  Devicolam  Commissioner  during 
1095,  .109(5,  1097  and  1098,  excluding  those  referred  to  Tahsildars  for 
investigation  and  .report  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI ;  (Chief  Secretory  to  Government): : 
A  statement!'  furnishing  tlie  required  information  is  laid  on  .the  table. 
Cardamom  Registry  Applications  disposed  of  by  the  Devicolam 
Commissioner. 

92.  Mb.  .  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  cum  Kartikapalli) : 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  fresh  cardamom 
registry  applications  were  filed  before,  and  how  many  disposed  of;  by 
the  Devicolam  Commissioner  during  1095,  1096,  1097  and  1098? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
A  statement!:  furnishing  the  required  information  is  laid  on  the  table. 
Porambuke  Appends  disposed  of  by  the  Devicolam  Commissioner. 

98.  Mb.,  S..  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Kartikapalli): 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  poramboke.  appeals 
were  .filed  before,  and  disposed  :  of,  bv  flic  Devicolam  Commissioner 
during' 1095,  1096,  1097  and  1098  ?  . 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief .  Secretary  to  Government) : 
A  statement  §  furnishing  the  required  information  is  laid  on  the  table, 

"?  Vide  Appendix  I  page  417..  t  FW<?  Appendix  III— page  418.-  . 

t  Vbb  Appondtx  II :  page  417.  '  8  Vide  'Appendix  IV- page  418. 
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Statistics  re.  Under-trial  Prisoners. 


94.  Me.  N.  KUMARAN  ( Nominated ) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  statement  showing.: 

(a)  the  number  of  under-trial  prisoners  in  the  years  109(3,1097 
,  and  1098;  .  .  '  . 


(6)  the  percentage  of  conviction  among  such -prisoners";  and  ' 

(c)  the  average  length  of  time  they  were  confined  as  under-trial 
prisoners  ? 


MS.  R.  KRISHNA  P1LLAI  [Chief  Secretary 
1006 

(a)"  Number  of  under-trial  prisoners... 1,220 
(5)  Percentage  of  conviction  . . .  6R47 

ic)  Average  number  of  days  .  ...19*57 


to  Government) : 
1007  1098 

1,177  1,333 

(54*91  59*88 

18-92  17-7(3 


Treatment  of  Under-trial  Prisoners. 


*  95.  Mb.  N.  KUMARAN  (Nominated)  :  (a)  Are  the  Government 

aware  that  under-trial  prisoners  are  treated  much  worse  than  convicted 
persons,  in  so  far  as  daily  baths,  clean  clothes  and  shaving  arc  denied  to 
them  ?  . 

(b)  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  state  what  arrangements,' 
if  any,  exist  in  respect  of  the  aforesaid  needs  of  under-trial  prisoners'? 
Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  There  are  no  arrangements'  for  the  provision  of  clean  clothes 
and  shaving  to.  the  under-trial  prisoners  at  Government  cost ;  but  no 
impediments  are- placed  in  the  way.  of  their  availing  themselves  .of  the 
above  conveniences  when  supplied  by  their  relatives. 

(b)  The  question  of  improving  the  conditions  under  which  under- 
trial  prisoners  are  detained  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

Lodging  of  UnderUrial  Prisoners. 

9(5..  Mb.  N.  KUMARAN  (Nominated)-.  Are  not  the  Government, 
aware  that  under-trial  prisoners  are  lodged  in  insanitary  cells  and  that 
they  are  found  to-be  the  carriers  of  germs  of  many  diseases  endanger-, 
ing  the  safety  of  the  public  or  the  convicts  whom  they  have  to  join  on  . 
acquittal  or  conviction,- as  the  case  maybe?  •  / 

Mb.  B.  ‘KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Gorernmcnt)  : 
The  lock-ups  in  which  the  under-trial  prisoners  are  lodged  are . 
reported  to  be  not  insanitary. 

Medi cal  Inspection,  etc.,  of  'Under-trial  Prisoners. 

97.  Mr.  N.  KUMARAN  (Nominated) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  take  early  steps  for  making  the  lot  of  under-trial  prisoners 
more  bearable  and  to  arrange' .for  a  periodical  -.medical .'  inspection  of 
these  cells  and  their  occupants  ? 
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Mb.  R.  KRISHNA' PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
The  mem  be  i:  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  114. 
The  medical  inspection  of  the  cells  occupied  by  under-trial,  prisoners  has 
already  been  ordered  (G.  0.  D.  L’is.  No.  1903  of  23/ Judicial,  dated  the 
6th  July,  1923). 

Fees  in  Vernacular  Higher  Grade  Training  Schools. 

98.  Mm.  G.  P.  KOOHUKUNJU  PILLAI.  (Kottarakara,  cum 

iiiumatlur) :  (a)  What  is  the  rate  of  fee  fixed  for  the  students  under¬ 

going  training  in  the  Vernacular  Higher  Grade  Training  Schools  of  the 
State? 

(b)  Is  it  true  that  a  lower  rate  of  fee  was  being  collected  from 
the  students  of  the  Vernacular  Higher  Grade  Training  School  at 
Changanachery  and  Nagorcoil.  while  a  higher  rate  was  being  collected 
from  the  students  of  the  Kottarakara  Training  School? 

(o)  If  so,  was  it  done  for  any  special  reasons  ? 

((f)  Bor  how  many  years  was  the  lower  rate  of  fee  being  col-  ' 

looted? 

'  '(e)  What  is  the  amount  of  loss  incurred  on  this  account? 

(/)  If  there  is  loss,  who  are  the  officers  responsible  for  the  same? 
(g)  Was  any  action  taken  by  the  Government  or  the  educational 
authorities  in  this  matter,  and,  if  so,  with  what  result?' 

Mb.  8.  PARAMESVAEA  AJYAU  ( Secretary  to  Government): 
(a)  The  member  is  referred  to  Buie  185  (A)  of  the  Education 

Code. 

lb)  A  lower  rate  of  fee  is  reported  to  have  been  collected  from 
the  students  of  the  Vernacular  Higher  Grade  Training  School, 
Changanachery,  the  rate  of  fee  collected  from  the  students  of  the  other 
two  Training  Schools  being  the  rate  specified  in  Rule  185  ( b )  of  the 
Education  Code. 

(c)  By  mistake. 

(cZ)  About  two  years- 
(e)  Bs.  540. 

(/)  The  inspecting  officers  of  the  Vernacular  branch  of  the  De¬ 
partment. 

(g)  The  matter  is  under  enquiry, 

Mb.  G.  P.  KOCHU.KUNJU  PILLAI  (Koltarakano  emu  Kunnal-  , 
tar)  :  Will  the  Government -be  pleased  to  state  by  whose  mistake  the 
lower  rate  of  fee  was  collected  ? 

PRESIDENT:  You  have  the  answer  in  (/). 

Mb.  S.  PABAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ) ; 
The  answer  is  in  (/).  The  mistake  is  on  the  part  of  the  inspecting 
Officers  of  the  vernacular  branch  of  the  department. 

Gartabla  road  from  Kaduttumtti  to  Piravam. 

99,  Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettimanur): 
Will  the.  Government  bo  pleased  to  state : 
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(a)  whether  they  have  received  any  petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Mulakkulam  in  the  Vaikam  taluk  praying  for  the  opening  of  a  cart- 
able  road  from  Kadutturutti  to  Piravam ; 

(b)  whether  the  Public  Works  Department  has  surveyed  the  line 
from  'Kadutturutti  to  Piravam  more  than  once,  and,  if  so,  in  which 
years; 

(c)  whether  any  plan  or  estimate  for  the  work  has  been  'sub¬ 
mitted  to' the  G-ovemment;  and 

(d)  whether  the  attention  of  the  Government  has  been  drawn 

to  the  fact  that  there  are  no  roads  connecting  Mulakkulam  with  the 
adjoining  villages  and  that  the  Kadutturutti-Piravam  road,  if  opened, 
will  be  the  shortest  road  from  Mnvattnpuzha,  Todnpnzha  and  the 
neighbourhood,  to  Vaikam  and  adjacent  places  ?  ' 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PIIjLAI  (Chief  Secretary  lr>  Goremmtm'f) : 

(ct)  Yes. 

*  (b)  The  line  from  Kadutturutti  to  Piravam  and  thence  to  Pep- 

patippara  on  the  Cochin  frontier  was  taken  up  as  one  road  and  investi¬ 
gated  during  109G  and  1097.  Of  this,  the  section  from  Piravam  to 
Peppatippara  has  been  estimated  and  funds  provided  for  executing  the 
work  in  the  budget,  for  1099.  The  other  section  from  Piravam  to 
Kadutturutti  has  been  surveyed  and  traced  and  the  estimate  is  under 
preparation. 

/  (c)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  part  (d). 

(d)  Yes.  . 

Discontinuance  of  Grant  to  the  Veils af>a!U  Vernacular  School . 

100.  Mb.  J,  .  JOHN  NIDIEY  (Ghanganachery  cum  Minach.il) •. 
Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  why  the  grant  for  the  Velliapalli  St.  Thomas  Vernacular 
School  in  the' Minachil  'pakuthi  was. stopped 

(b)  whether  the  people  of  the  locality  have  not  constructed  a 
pucca  building  costing  about  Es.  2,000  as  per  plan  approved  by  the 
G-overnment; 

(c)  whether  the  G-overnment  have  not  promised  to  give  a  grant 
to  the  institution  and  continue  to  pay  the  same  for  sometime ; 

(d)  whether  they  have,  given  any  building  grant  to  the  said 
school;  and 

.(e)  whether  the  Government  would  be  pleased  to  take  early 
steps  to  disburse  the  grant  with  arrears  ?  . 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government ) : 

(«.)  The  grant  was  held  in  abeyance  pending  enquiry  into  certain 
alleged  irregularities. 

(b)  The  people  have  constructed  a  building,  but  not  as  per  ap¬ 
proved  plan,  nor  is  its  cost  . known, to  the  Education  Department. 
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'  („)  The  department  for  a  time  gave  a  grant  to  the  school,  but 
marie  no  promise  as  to  its  indefinite  continuance. 

(d)  The-  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

0)  This  can  be  decided  only  after  the  enquiry  referred  to  in  the 
answer  to  part  («)  is  concluded. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (ChanganacUry  ■  oum  MinachU)  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  when  the  enquiry  began  and  when 
it  Ta  likely  to  he  over  ? 

Mb.  S.  P  ARAM HHVARA  ATYAR  (Secretary  to  Gov.ermnent) :  I 
claim  notice. 

Serving  of  Vroermr*  in  District  Courts. 

101.  Mis.  T.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhalaymzha).:  In  view 
of  the 'civil  circular  on  the  subject,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  * 
ascertain  from  the  High  Court,  and  lay  on  the  table  the  average  per¬ 
centage  of  personal  service  by  a  process-serving  peon  in  any  District 
Court!  preferably  the  Kottayam  District  Court  ? 

Mb.  it.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

A  statement*  containing  the  required  information  is  placed  on  the 
table. 

Ma.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI. (Anibalapusha) :  May.  I  know 
why  the' details  regarding  the  Trivandrum  District  Court  are  not  avail¬ 
able? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
They  are  not  found  in  the  statement  furnished  to  the  Government. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapnzha)  :  May  I  know 
whether' the  member  in  charge  will  call  for  the  details  and  also  for: 
explanation  as  to  why  the  details  are  not  available  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

The  details  have  not  been  called  for.  They  will  be,  called  for. 

Process-Servers  in  Civil'  Courts. 

102.  Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (. Amhalapuzhet ) :  Has  any 
notice  been  taken  of  the  conduct  of  the  process-servers  who  have  fallen 
far  below  the  percentage  fixed  by  the  High'  Court  for  personal 
service  ?  • 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI-  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Due  notice,  in  the  shape  of  warnings  .and  fines,  has  been  taken  by  all  the 
District  Courts,  except  Kottayam,  of  the  conduct  of  process-servers 
whose  work  has  fallen  far  below  the  percentage  fixed  by  the  High  Court. 
The  High  Court  is  taking  the  necessary  action  in  regard  to  the  omission 
on  the  part  "of  the  District  Judge,  Kottayam,  to  take  notice  of  the  failure 
of  the  process-servers  of  his  court  to  work  up  to  the  prescribed  percen¬ 
tage.  :  ■  _ •  _ . _ _ 

Vide  Appendix- V— pn.ge  41 8. 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalxfmha ) :  Is  there  any 
case  of  dismissal  on  account  of  chronic  disobedience  on  the  part  of  any 
process-server  whose  work  has  fallen  far  below  the  percentage  fixed  by 
the  High  Court  ? 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  .Secretary  to  Government): 
No  information  is  available, 

Enhancement  of  Tree-tax  in  Cochin. 

103.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominate!):  (a)  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the  Cochin  Government  have  been 
addressed  to  enhance  the  tree-tax  as- far  as  practicable,  and,  if  so,  with 
«what  result  ? 

( b )  Are  the  Government  aware  that,  while  the  Coehin  Govern¬ 
ment  levy  a  low  tree-tax,  it  is  made  up  by  a  large  rental  which  equalises 
the  price  of  toddy  in  the  bordering  taluks  of  Cochin  and  .Travancore  ? 

^  Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR' (Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  The  Cochin  Government  was  addressed  with  a  view  to  enhance 
the  rates  of  tree-tax  prevailing  in  Cochin.  As  a  result,  that  Government 
has  now  raised  the  tree-tax  as  follows : — 

Cocoanut  ...  Bh.  Rs.  2  per  year. 

Palmyra  ...  Annas  12  per  year. 

Ohundapana  -  '•••  Bh.  Rs.  4  per  year. 

(b)  Government  are  not  aware., 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF.  .{Nominated) :  Are  the  Government 
aware  that  in  the  coming  contract  the  tree-tax  has  been  raised  fc>  the 
same  level' as  that  in  Travancore  ? 

Mr;  S;  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (SeCretefry  io'  Government)  ; 
The  latest  figures  known  have  been  given  in.  the  answer. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Are  -"the  .  Government 
aware  that  in  the  coming  year  the  tree-tax  lias  to  be  enhanced  to  the 
same  level  as  in  Travancore  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  .  AIYAR  (Secretary,  to.  Govern men-t)  ■ 
Government  have  no  information. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  mean,  the  Cochin  Government,  Mr.  Hodge- 
werf  ? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Yes,  Sir.  :  V  - 

Mr.  S..  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  .to  Government) : 

Government  have  no  information  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Vo. ninated):  Are  the  Government  aware 
that  the  price  of  toddy  in  Cochin  . is  the  ■same  as  the  price  of  toddy  in 
the  border  of  Travancore  ?  ;  "  \  . p  . 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to.-.G<mrnrnettt)-.r 
This  question  was  asked  by  Mr.  Hoogewerf  himself  on.  a  former  occa- 
sion  and  it  was  then  answered  (ride  page  344,  Vol.  IV,  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  Proceedings),  -  ■ 
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Me.  A.  HOOGEWEEE  (Nominated)  :  Are  the  Government 

aware  that  while  the  Cochin  Government  levy  a  low  tree-tax  it  is  made 
up  by  a  large  rental ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government): 
This  is  clause  (6)  of  question  125  to  which  the  answer  is  there  :  “Govern¬ 
ment  are  not  aware.” 

Special  Consideration  for  War-service  Men. 

’  104.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  Q'rimtdiwu) :  Are  the  Governments 

aware  that  persons  who  have  put  in  service  during'  the  late  war  are  ; 

given  special  consideration  in  British  India?  If  so,  will  the  Govern-'  t 

ment  be  pleased  to  allow  the  same  concessions  to  those  who  are  siini-  ] 
larly  situated  in  Travaneore  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):: 
Yes.  Similar  concessions  have  been  allowed  in  Travaneore  to  peups 
who  have  put  in  service  during  the  war. 

Counting  of  Overseas  Service  for  Pension. 

105.  Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  Is  it  a  fact,  that  the 
period  of  pensionable  service  overseas  does  not  count  towards  pension 
in  Travaneore  and,  if  so,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  shy  whether 
.  they  have  any  objection  to  revise  the  order  so  as  to  make  it  conform¬ 
able  to  the  rules  obtaining  in  similar  cases  in  British  India? 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government):  No,. 
The  period  of  service  overseas  counts  for  pension  in  Travaneore. 

Work  of  the  Soldiers'  Committee. 

10(5.  Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  How  far,  and  in  what 
way,  has  the  Soldiers’  Committee  been  instrumental  in  -  securing  service, 
for  men  who  have  returned  from  overseas  service  ?  How  many  of  the 
recommendations  of  that  committee  in  respect  of  overseas  men  have  so 
far  been  accepted  by  the  Government? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
The  Soldiers’  Committee  has  recommended  1,410  demobilised  men  of 
4  good  character  for  employment.  Of:  these  454  have  been  actually 
employed. 

Me.  M.  N,  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Will  the  Government  be 
..  pleased  to  state  whether  they  are  going  to  extend  the  same  privilege  to 
’  the  remaining  956  hands  that  are  left  unemployed,  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)' 
Government  are  not  in  a  position  to  know  what  sort  of  men  the  remain¬ 
ing  956  are. 

PRESIDENT;  Yon  will  please  note  the  question. 

1  ,v Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) : .  I  know  the  question,  I  want 
.  to  know  whether  the  remaining  956  will  also  be  employed  in  service.  : 
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MR.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  [Chief  Secretary  t»  Government)-. 
Four  hundred  and  fifty-four  have  actually  been  employed.  The  re¬ 
maining  956  have  been  recommended  by  the  Soldiers’  Committee. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  How  many  hands  have  been 
employed  during'  the  last  6  months  ? 

Mr.  E,  KEISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  I 
claim  notice. 

Statistics  re.  Encroachments  on  Porambuke  Lands  in  certain 
Taluks  in  the  Eottayam  Division. 

107.  Mr.  '  0.  J.  CUKIEN  (Eottayam):  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  the  basis  on  which  a  fine  of  Es.  200  is  proposed  to  be 
inflicted  in  encroachment  cases  under  the  Land  Conservancy  Begula- 
tion — whether  it  is  according  to  the  difference  in  the  area  encroached 
upon  or  for  each  case,  no  regard  being  had  to  the  extent  encroached 
upfo  ? 

Mb.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
The  fine  of  Es.  200  provided  under  section  6  of  the  Land  Conser¬ 
vancy  Begulation  is  the  maximum  fine  that  can  be -inflicted  in  a  single 
case  of  encroachment  dealt  with  under  the  Begulation.  The  amount 
of  fine  to  he  imposed  in  each  particular  case  is  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  deciding  officer  in  accordance  with  the  merits  of  the  case  and  is  not 
necessarily  dependent  on  the  area  encroached  upon.  Clause  (ii)  of  rule 
7  of  the  rules  under  the  Land  Conservancy  Begulation  (as  amended  by 
notification  His.  No  814-  of  1922/Bevenue,  dated  the  18th  Juty,  1922), 
provides  that ‘no  fine  need  be  imposed  in  a  case’  of  occupation ‘which 
is  considered  to  he  unobjectionable  by  the  Division,  Peishkar  or  other 
authorised  officer’,  and  that  ‘the  fine  to  be  imposed  in  an  objectionable 
case  should  be  really  deterrent’.  Clause  (iii)  of  rule  9  also  enjoins 
,  that,  while  dealing  with  objectionable  occupations,  the  ‘officers  acting 
under  the  Begulation  should  exercise  tact  and  discretion  and  should 
avoid  unnecessary  severity.’ 

Premises  for  the  Eottayam  Vernacular  Middle  School  for  Girls . 

108.  Mr.  C.  J.  CUEIEN  (Eottayam)  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state : 

(i)  whether’  the  Government  are  aware  that  the  vernacular 
middle  school  for  girls  at  Eottayam  has  not  an  inch  of  ground  for  its 
premises ;  and 

(ii)  whether  the  headmaster  has  reported  about  the  inconvenience 
experienced  by  the  pupils  and  the  staff  for  want  of  premises  for  the 
school,  and,  if  so,  the  steps  taken  on  his  report  ? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAB  (Secretary  to  .  Government)  ; 

(i)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative.  ,  . 

(ii)  Yes.  The  matter  is  under  correspondence. 
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[Mr,  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyai’.] 

Belay  in  Disbursement  of  Salaries  of  the  Vernacular  School 
Teachers. 

109.  Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Chengammr  cum  Pattanam. 
tltta) :  (a)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  vernacular  school  teachers 

are  not  given  their  salaries  for  two  or  three  months  together  when 
they  are  transferred  from  one  place  to  another  ? 

(?>)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  change  the  procedure  in 
order  to  alleviate  the  distress  of  the  teachers  concerned  ? 

Mr.  H.  PABAMESVAKA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(J)  This  does  not  arise,  in  view  of  the  answer  to  part  («■), 

Mr.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE-  ( Ghcnyanmtr  cum  Patanam- 
iittu) :  May  I  know  whether  the  Government  have  made  any  enquiry 
in  the  matter ? 

Mr.  S.  .  PAEAMESVAEA.  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
Government  have  enquired  into  the  matter.  There  is  absolutely  iio 
delay  in  the  payment  of  salaries,  on  account  of  the  transfer  of  teachers. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Chengahnur  cum  Pattanam- 
Hit  a) :  Are  the  Government  aware  that  teachers  do  not  get  their  salaries 
'for  two  or  three  months  together  for  any  reason  whatever? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  (o  Government) :  In 
regard  to  that  matter  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  himself  has  asked  a  question, 
and  Government  will  be  in  a  position  to  explain  it  when  that  question  is 
answered.  ■ 
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Appendix  I. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  90. 

Statement  of  revenue  appeal  cases  disposed  of  by  the  Devicolam 
Commissioner  during  the  years  1095,  1096,  1097  and  1098. 


1 

Year. 

Nature  of  appeal. 

No.  for  disposal 
including  previous 
years’  balance 

Number 
disposed  of. 

1095 

Appeals  under  the  puduval 
rules. 

1 

I  ,  ' 

.> 

Appeals  under  the  Land  Con-  | 
servancy  Regulation.  | 

Appeals  under  the  Revenue  | 
Recovery  Regulation.  1 

1  1 

1 

1 

Appeals  against  departmental 
orders. 

i  1 

1 

1096 

|  Appeals  under  the  Land  Con¬ 
servancy  Regulation, . 

6  ! 

!  '  5 

1097  i 

' . Do" . 

i  2 

r" "  2 

.  Appeals  under  the  Revenue 
Recovery  Regulation 

! 

i  1 

1  i 

T098~ 

Appeal  under  the  Land  Con¬ 
servancy  Regulation,.' 

'  l :  ' 

Appendix  II. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  NO.  91. 

Statement  of  Revenue  Cases  directly  investigated  by  the  Devicolam 
Commissioner  during  the  years  1095  to  1098. 


No.  disposed  of 

Nature  of  cases  for  disposal. 

In 

1095 

In 

109  l 

In 

1097 

In 

1098 

(1)  Transfer  of  pommboke "to  thansu  ... 

53, 

'  9 

G 

,36 

(2)  Pudutal cases  ... 

2 

io : 

2 

(3)  Karampathippu  c ases 

1-5 

6 

(4)  Escheat 

(5)  .  Cases  under  the  Land  Acquisition 

"  2 

['  2  1 
-  ■  1  A 

1  ' 

-  Regulation  ■  ... 

.  4  j 

.  3- 

" 
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Appendix  III. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  92. 


Statement  showing  tlie  number  of  applications  for  Cardamom  lands 
received  and  disposed  of  in  the  Devicolam  Division  during  1095  to  1098. 


Year. 

Pending  at 
the  beginning 
of  tlie  year. 

Number  tiled. 

Actually 
received 
during  the 
year. 

Total. 

No.  dis¬ 
posed  of 
during  the 
year. 

1095-  ...: 

186  ■! 

173 

! . . . ~~! 

359  i 

125 

1096 

234  ! 

21 

255  j 

121 

1097 

134  | 

3 

137  i 

96 

1098 

41  | 

1 

42  ! 

15 

Appendix  IV. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  93. 

Statement  of  appeals  under  the  Land  Conservancy  Regulation  disposed 
of  by  the  Commissioner,  Devicolam  Division,  from  1095  to  1098. 


Balance  at  the  end 

No.  filed 

:  No.  dis- 

Year. 

of  the  previous 

in  the 

Total,  i  posed  of. 

year. 

year. 

j 

1095 

i 

1  ; 

1096 

1 

5 

6  ;  s 

1097 

1 

1 

2  i  2 

1098 

l  •  ■  -  -  ■  - 

!  j 

1  ! 

Appendix  V. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  101. 

Statement  showing  percentage  of  Personal  Process  Service, 


Courts. 

Percentage  of  Service. 

Average 

1096 

1097 

1098 

percentage  i 

Nagercoil  District  Court  ...  ; 

61-00 

56-6 

62-5 

,  '  60-00 

Trivandrum 

Do. 

No 

details. 

I  50-00 

Quilon 

Do. 

Do. 

j  -  47-5  ■ 

Alleppey 

Do. 

64-19 

64-7 

04'GS 

|  64-80 

Kottayam  • 

Do. 

28-8 

46-1 

49-6  j 

41-5 

Parur 

Do. 

48-00 

50-00  j 

48-00  1 

48-6 
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STATEMENT  LAID  ON  THE  TABLE. 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Govern  nent )  :  Sir, 
under  Buie  52  of  the  Legislative  Council  Buies,  I  beg  to  place  on  the 
table  the  following  statement  of  expenditure  authorised  by  Govern¬ 
ment  under  Section  16  (9)  of  the  Legislative  Council  Regulation.,  II 
of  1097.  _ _ _ _ _ _ 


Demand  No. 

Amount  j 
Rs.  ! 

Remarks. 

IN.  Administration  of 

150  : 

On  account  of  the  establishment 

Justice. 

of  a  Second  Class  Bench  Magi- 

'  XX.  Buildings,  Com¬ 

j  3,700 

strate’s  Court  at  Padmana- 
bhapuram  and  the  consequent 
appointment  of  a  full-time 
i  copyist. 

:  On  account  of  the  expenditure 

munications  and  Mis¬ 

j 

in  connection  with  the  Work¬ 

cellaneous  Public  Im¬ 

shops  Committee. 

provements. 

DEMANDS  EOB  SUPPLEMENTARY  GRANTS. 


Demand  I — Land  Revenue. 

Mb.  S.  0.  PI.  ROBINSON  [Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  ;  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  for  a  supplementary  grant  of  Rs.  5,480 
under  Land  Acquisition  charges,  under  the  head  1. 0. -Taluk  Cutcherries. 
small. amount  is  wanted  to  acquire  a  piece  of  land  which  projects  into 
the  Taluk  Cutcherry  compound  at  Shencottah.  It  is  a  piece  of  private 
land  and  I  have  got  a  sketch  showing  the  compound  which  can  be 
looked  into  in  case  anybody  wants  to  see  it.  The  matter  was  under  cor¬ 
respondence  for  a  very  long  time.  In  his  inspection  notes  dated  9th 
June,  1919,  the  late  Dewau,  Mr.  Krishnan  Nair,  observed  as  follows  : 

“  There  is  a  small  plot  of  private  land  projecting  into  the  Sheuoo'rfah  Taluk  Out- 
oherry  compound.  It  is  not  desirable  to  leave  it  in  private  hauds  as  the  Treasury  is 
located  in  the  Taluk  Cutcherry,  This  piece  of  land  should  he  acquired  and  added  on  to 
the  Cutcherry  compound.  The  Peishkar  will  he  asked  to  submit  proposals  regarding  it.  ” 
The  Dewan  Peishkar,  Quilon,  who  was  accordingly  addressed  in 
the  matter  wrote  to  say  that  the  land  in  question  measures  39  cents 
(Survey  No.  113/8)  and  that  Rs.  20  per  cent  would  be  a  reasonable  price 
for  it,  regard  being  bad  to  the  sales  in  the  neighbourhood  in  recent 
years.  It  was  also  reported  that  there  is  an  old  building  (abandoned 
coffee  store)  on  the  land.  The  Division  Officer,  Quilon,  lias  estimated 
the  value  of  the  building  at  Rs.  4,699.  The  total  value  of  the  site  thus 
comes  to  Rs.  5,479.  There  is  no  provision  under  “  Land  Acquisition 
charges  ”  in  I.  C.  —  Taluk  Cutcherries,  nor  is  it  possible  to  findjthis  sum 
by  diversion  from  other  items-  A  supplementary  grant  of  Rs.  5,480  may 
therefore  be  allowed  under  the  above  item. 

I  have  also  seen  the  place.  The  acquisition  is  very,  necessary. 
The  private  building  which  is  inside  the  Taluk  Cutcherry  compound  is  a 
positive  nuisance  and  a  source  of  danger. 
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[President.] 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ghengaumr  cum Pattanci-mUtta); 
May  I  know  from  Mr.  Robinson  whether  that  cannot  be  wallecl  off  from 
the  Taluk  Cuteherry  compound  '? 

Me.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and-  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  No,  I  will  show  you  the  sketch. 

PRESIDENT:  Will  you  please  send  on  the  sketch  to  Mr. 
Madhava  Variar,  Mr.  Robinson  ? 

[The  sketch  was  accordingly  circulated  among  some  of  the  non- 
official  members.] 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  A1YAR  (Ahwlikaru  cum  Kartikapalli)  :  May  I 
know  how  long  the  Shencottah  Taluk  Cute  berry  has  been  in  existence 
with  this  projection  into  the  compound  ? 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com- 
nd'.siomr):  I  am  not  able  to  hear  what  the  member  says.’ 

Mr.  8.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (ifaveUkara  cam  Kartikapalli ) :  1 
wish  to  know  from  Mr.  Robinson  for  how  many  years  the  Taluk  Cut- 
cherry  has  been  in  existence  with  this  projection  into  the  compound? 

Mr.  S  C.  H.  ROBINSON  C Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  I  have  no  knowledge  here  on  the  subject.  I.  can  get 
the  information.  It  has  been  in  existence  for  a  very  long  time,  for  over 
12  years  or  so. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavdikam  cnai  Kartiku-pa-W) :  Will 
he  tell  us  what  is  the  special  inconvenience  caused- by  this  projection? 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Immuc  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  I  think  if  you  look  at  tire  map  you  will  see  the  position. 

PRESIDENT :  You  should  address  me,  Mr.  Robinson. 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  ;  If  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  will  kindly  look  at  the  map,  he  will 
know  the  lay  of  the  land. 

:  ,  Ma.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  I  wish  to  know  from 
Mr.  Robinson  whether  there  is  airy  urgent,  demand  for  this  acquisition 
why  we  should  not  wait  for  the  next  budget  and  whether  this  will  not 
militate  against  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the  rules. 

PRESIDENT  .'  The  last  is  a  general  question.  You  cannot  put  it 
to  Mr,  Robinson. 

Mr.  S  C.  H.  ROBIN  SON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Coin- 
■  missions)-) : ■  The  matter  has  been  pending  for  a  very  long  time.  The 
sooner  ,  we  get  rid  of  it  .  the  better.  The  price  of  land  will  go 
higher  from  year  to  year.  The  compensation  will  also  be  less  •  if  we 
purchase  it  soon. 

'  Mr.  Al  HOOGEWERF  (Akwh  rate?):  Sir,— 

PRESIDENT  :  He  has  already  told  you,  Mr.  Hoogewerf,  that 
it;  is  a,  source' of  nuisance  and  danger.  . 
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Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  It  has  been  pending  for 
so  many  years.  Then,  why  not  wait  till  the  next  budget  ? 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land' Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  The:  sooner  the  better.  It  has  been  waiting  for  such  a 
long  time. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARATANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  Sir,  I  beg  to 
oppose  the  motion  for  this  grant.  Prom  what  Mr.  Robinsoon  has  been 
telling  the  House,  I  gather  that  this  is  not  a  case  of  the  sudden  develop* 
ment  of  a  sense  of  fastidiousness  on  the  part  of  the  Land  Revenue 
Department  in  respect  of  the  geometrical  shape  of  the  compound  in 
which  the  Taluk  Cutcherry  is  situated  at  Shencottah.  The  matter  has 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  during  the  time  of  the  late 
Dewan,  and  why  the  matter  was  not  included  in  the  annual  budget  pre¬ 
sented  to  this  House  has  not  been  explained.  Evidently,  therefore,  the 
authorities  thought  that  this  was  not  among  those  subjects  which  are  of 
the  urgent  category.  Why  this  subject  should  now  be  brought  up  has 
not  been  explained. 

Mr.  Robinson  now  says  that,  as  time  goes  on,  the  price  of  land  i? 
likely  to  increase.  If  that  is  a  true  statement,  the  price  of  land  has 
already  been  allowed  to  rise  a  good  deal.  Who  is  to  be  held  responsible 
for  that,  has  not  been  pointed  out.  To  say  that  a  small  bit  of  land  should 
be  added  when  there  is  no  real  necessity  for  it  except  the  vague  appre¬ 
hension  due  to  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  in  the  Taluk  Cutcherry 
compound,  is,  I  beg  to  submit,  not  enough  to  make  out  a  case  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  land  in  question. 

.  From  the  statement  of  Mr.  Robinson,  I  see  that  the  land  measures 
about  39  cents  and  that  there  is  a  rickety  old  building  upon  it.  I  fail  to 
see  why  it  should  not  be  successfully  walled  off  leaving- the  Taluk 
Cutcherry  compound  separate. 

And  then,  as  regards  the  price  of  the  land,  whether  any  investiga¬ 
tion  has  been  made  in  the  locality  is  not  clear.  Whether  the  owner  of 
the  land  has  been  questioned  on  the  subject  and  what  his  demand 
is,  have  not  been  stated.  In  the  light  of  ali  these  circumstances,  I  would 
submit  that  the  matter  requires. fuller  discussion  and  that  it  should  not  be  . 
taken  up  as  a  supplementary  grant,  when  it  ought  to  have  been  brought, 
in  the  regular  budget.  On  these  grounds,  I  oppose  the  motion.  ... 

MR.  S.. KRISHNA  AIT  AS'-  (Mavelikaraajm.  Eariilcapdtti)  :  "  Sir,- 
I  beg  to  oppose  the  motion.  Mr..  Uobinson  has  not  been  able  to  tell 
us  how  long  this  inconvenience  has  been  felt,  and  we  have  to  infer  that 
the  incoveUience  must  have  been  felt  for  years  together..  One  reason 
advanced  by  Mr.  Robinson  was  that  the  price  of  land  would  be  increased 
and  that  once  we  make  up  our  mind  to  acquire  it,  we  had  better  acquire 
it  earlier.  However,  he  has  referred  to  a  rickety  building.  1  If  it  is  a 
rickety  building  it  is  sure  to  tumble  one  of  these  days  and  we  need  not 
then  pay  for  that  also.  Moreover,  this  is  a  supplementary  grant. 
There  must  be  some  emergency  and  suddenness  in  the  necessity  for  its 
being  brought  forward  as  a  supplementary  grant.  For  these  reasons,  I 
also  oppose  the  motion,  : 
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[Mr.  S.  0,  H.  Robinson.] 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  For  the  same  reasons,  I 
also  oppose  the  motion.  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  keeping  with  the  spirit 
and  the  letter  of  the  rules  regulating  supplementary  grants  to  smuggle, 
such  a  demand  through  the  Council  now.  When  I  asked  Mr.  Robinson 
whether  there  was  any  urgent  need  for  the  land,  he  told  us  that  the 
land  was  rising  in  value  and  so  on.  That  reason  seems  to  be  his  trump 
card.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  quite  convincing  and  he  could  not 
give  us  any  better  reason.  I  think  that  argument  will  not  be  accepted 
by  this  House.  I  therefore  strongly  oppose  the  demand. 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  ami  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  Mr.  Hoogewerf  spoke  about  my  trump  card.  I  do  not 
know  what  has  led  him  to  say  that.  In  regard  to  the  reasons,  I 
am  most  willing  to  give  them.  Once  more  I  may  say  that  provision 
could  not  be  made  in  the  last  budget  as  the  value  of  the  land  had  not 
been  ascertained.  I  believe  the  matter  was  placed  before  the  Finance 
Committee  and  they  raised  no  objection.  I  may  be'  mistaken,  but  the*- 
members  of  the  Finance  Committee  will  be  able  to  say  something  about 
this. 

As  regards  the  walling  off  of  the  compound,  it  will  mean  a  wall  on 
three  sides,  and  that  will  cost  just  as  much  as,  if  not  more  than,  the  price 
of  the  acquisition.  If  the  members  who  have  objected  will  look  into  the 
sketch,  they  will  see  how  it  projects  into  the  Taluk  Cutcherry.  Then 
we  want  this  land  for  erecting  other  Government  buildings  which  are- 
now  situated  in  rented  houses  in  Shencottah, 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelik'ara  cum  Kartikapalli) :  May 
I  know  from  Mr.  Robinson  how  many  linear  feet  of  wall  will  have  to  be 
put  up  ? 

Mr.  S.  C.  H  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  '  1  think-  I  showed. the  map  to  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  and  he 
bas  probably  made  the  necessary  .Calculations.  I  have  not  got  the  length 
of  the  sides  here.  " 

PRESIDENT ;  He-too  could-  not  have  done  it  then.  (Laughter.) 

Mr;  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikdra  ovm  Kartikapalli):  Has 
he  made  any  estimate  of  the  cost  pf  the  wall  ? 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSGN  (Land,  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  .  No,.  I  have-  notmade  an  estimate. 

.  Mr.  S,  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  . Kartikapalli ) ;  Can 
he  give  the  cost  roughly  ? 

.  Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land,  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  I  cannot  say  that.  But  I  am  told  by  a  competent  officer 
that  the  cost  of  the  wall  would  be  higher  than  the  acquisition  charges. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  cum  Kartikapalli):  May 
we  know  whether  he  is  a  technical  officer  ? 

Mr.  S.  C;  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  (md  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  answer  him,  Government  should 
say  that,  -  ■  .....  . 
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Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  Does  Mr.  Ro¬ 
binson  propose  to  go  without  a  wall  if  this  plot  is  added  on  to  the  Taluk 
Cutcherry  ? 

PRESIDENT :  No  wall  will  be  necessary. 

Mb.  S..  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Becemic  and  Income.  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  The  map  will  show  it. 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quihn ) :  May  I  know  the  area  of 
the  premises  on  which  this  Taluk  Cutcherry  is  situated  ? 

Me.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Became  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner ):  9'72  acres. 

The  Eorest  Department  is  now  paying  Rs.  40  a  month  for  a  pri¬ 
vate  building  as  rent  in  the  town  of  Shencottah  and  there  are  certain 
other  hoiises  also  rented  there  for  Government  purposes.  I  have  not  got  a 
complete  list  here.  There  are  very  many  buildings  in  Shencottah  which 
are  rented  for  Government  offices.  When  this  acquisition  is  made  and 
"Government  buildings  constructed  upon  it,  they  will  be  much  more 
satisfactory  than  rented  houses. 

Mir.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAK  ( Chcngannwr  cum  Taitanam-  . 
titta):  May  I  know  whether  these  buildings  can  be  constructed  in  the 
Cutcherry  compound  without  the  acquisition  of  this  plot  of  land  V 

Mb.  S.  0.  H.  ROBINSON  {Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  .  If  the  members  will  see  the  sketch,  they  will  be  satisfied 
that  the  acquisition  is  necessary. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  shall  put  this  motion  to  the  vote. 

(Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  stood  up  for  speaking.) 

.  PRESIDENT  ;  Do  you  want  to  speak,  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  '>  '  I  am 
sorry  you  are  late. 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried,  24  voting  for  and  17 
against. 

-  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated)  :  I  demand  a  poll, 

A  poll  was  taken  with  the  following  result 


1.  Mr.  I.  G.  Chacko, 

2.  ■  „  C.  J.  Curien, 

3.  ,,  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai. 

4.  ,,  K.  George. 

5.  „  L.  C.:  Hodgson. 

G.  „  M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai. 

7.  Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  Krishna 

Aiyangar. 

8.  Mr.  R.  Krishna  Pillai. 

9.  Dowan  Bahadur 

Dr.  P.  N.  Lakshmanan.  ■ 

- 10.  Mr,  T.  Lakshmana  Pillai. 
il..  „  K.  V.  Natesa  Aiyar:, 

12.  ,,  J.  John  Nidiry.  I 


13i 


15. 

10. 

17. 


24. 


Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

( Tiruvalla .) 

„  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 

„  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 
(Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture) 
„  P.  Paramesvaran. 

„  W.  IT.  Pitt. 

„  M.  Raja  Raja  Varnia, 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  ,V.  Ranga- 
swami  Aiyangar. 
Mr.  S.  C.  H.  Robinson- 
„  V.  Subba  Aiyar. 

„  A.  J.  Van  Ross- 

Trivikramar  Vasudevar. 

.  „  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai. 
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(3. 


/.  T.  M.  Chidambaratanu 
Pillai. 

A.  Grovinda  Menon. 

A  Hoogewerf. 

,  0.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai 
,  S.  Krishna  Aiyar. 

,  N.  Kuinaran. 

T.  Kumara  Pillai. 

V.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai. 


NOBS— 17. 


The  Eev.  Pr.  Knriakose  Vetfci- 
_  r  ,r  ^  kkapalli. 

Mr.  M.  R.  Madhava  Variar. 

„  K.  C.  Mamnien  Mappillai, 
»  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

»  M.  N.  Pillai. 

„  Joseph  Pamjikaran. 

»  N.  Ramakrishna  Pillai, 

„  0.  Bamankunju. 

»  Cl.  Sankara  Menon. 


I  3.  Mr.  L.  B,  Raja  Baja  Vanna. 
1  4.  „  K,  Dominic  Tomman, 


16. 

<  17. 

NEUTRALS- 

1-  Mr.  S.  Adam  Sait. 

2.  „  a.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  .  i,oinmi( 

Demand  VII  General  Administration! 
ndso'to  move for^i  PIL;!PAI  [Ghie-f  8ecretary  to  Government)' 

SSrfmoMWc'tr11"6'”1  ol“?'e“  Special  oOoei  proposod  to'bs 
engaged  mainly  for  the  purpose  of  overhauling  the  Huzur  records. 

U)niTJtLC0naitl0ri  °f  tkfe  reG0l'ds  is  not  satisfactory.  Prior  to 
.  1-104,  there  was  no  regular  system  of  file-keeping  as  understood  at 

mnt  trThe  records, vvere  in  covers  and  bundles  without  any 
attempt  to  arrange  them  subjectwar.  .In  1904,  the  open  file  system 
was  introduced,  along  with  the  new  Secretariat  scheme.  The  chief 
feature  of  the  system  was  that  references  bearing  on  the  same  subiect 

Wmw.i  fi  1ib  haA  t0».L  6  kept  open’  som.et>nies  for  years  together,  without 
.  being,  closed.  Another  serious  drawback  of  the  system  was  that  import¬ 
ant papers  y ere  not  separated,  from  the  unimportant  ones  wdfich  coiid 
be  destroyed  after  a  certain  period  ;  nor  was  there  any  effective  means 
\VuneCbl-ng  i*113  arrears  m  the  different  Sections  of  the  Secretariat 
VVitha  view  toobviate  these  defects  a  simplified  form  of  the  disnosai 
number  system  obtaining  in  British  India  was  introduced  in  1921 • Z 
thefiiosd^posed  of  under  this  system  have  not  yet  been  tramfmr  d 

tho°  that^e  and 

t0  the  period  anterior  t0  1921. 

appointed  for  sorting  and  arranging  the  records^  TW-6011*611? Trl 
indexing  of  abont  B^GOOffles  Jat£ig£ S°peSod  &  iS  £  iSs 

and  the  listing  and  indexing  of  about  non  Lr+u- 1  ■  v  ■  t0  -a 

tms  **  ™  toWas  «,» 
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the  Assistant  Secretaries  was  put  in  exclusive  charge  of  the  records 
and  he  was  given  a  temporary  staff  of  four  clerks  for  the  examination  and 
destruction  of  obsolete  records.  This  staff  continued  for  a  year  and  a 
half  and  was  disbanded  in  the  middle  of  1922.  They  examined  5,000 
bundles  (about  3,00,000  letters)  and  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  obsolete 
records.  No  further  work  in  that  direction  has  been  carried  out  since 
the  disbandment  of  the  special  staff.  • 

The  most  important  items  of  work  now  remaining  to  be  done 
in  this  connection  are  the  following: — 

1.  the  examination  of — 

(а)  twenty-two  almyras  of  unindexed  bundles,  about  3,226  in 
number,  classed  as  ‘important’ ;  " 

(б)  twelve  ajfnyras  of  indexed  covers  consisting  of  1,856  bundles  ; 

(e)  1,50,000  files  consisting  partly  of  those  indexed  by  the  special 

staff  during  1918  to  1920  and  those  received  subsequently,  but  not  in¬ 
dexed  ; 

(d)  bundles  left  untouched  by  the  special  staff  employed  from 
1921  to  1922  ;  and 

(r)  newspapers,  magazines,  maps  and  printed  papers  of  a  mis¬ 
cellaneous  nature ; 

2.  the  destruction  of  such  of  them  as  are  obsolete  and  useless  ; 

3.  the  indexing  and  preservation  of  the  remaining  records  ;  and 

4.  the  selection  of  important  papers  for  printing. 

There  are  papers  of  great  importance  mixed  up  with  a  very  large 
volume  of  useless  old  papers,  and  the  former  have  to  be  carefully  sorted 
and  printed  or  otherwise  preserved,  while  the  latter  have  to  be  destroyed 
and  the  large  space  which  they  now  occupy  set  free.  These  are  -im¬ 
portant  items  of  work  which-  should  be  attended  to  promptly  and  under 
the  close  and  direct  supervision  of  an  experienced  officer,  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  handling  of  old  records.  The  officer  Government 
have  in  View  possesses  this  special  experience  and  is  stated  to  have  done 
this  kind  of  work  successfully  in  Madras.  He  has  been  an  officer  of  the 
Madras  Secretariat  . for  a  long  time  and  h*as  just  retired. 

I  have  already  said  that  the  disposal  number  system  was  introduced 
in  the  Secretariat  in  1921.  Subsequent  experience  has  shown  that 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  fitting  this  new  system  into  the  old 
open  file  system  which  was  obtaining  previous  to  it  and  consequently  it 
has  not  been  found  possible  yet  to  split  the  old  files  and  to  co-ordinate 
the  new  records  with  the  old  records  and  send  them  into  the  record  room 
to  be  arranged  there  in  their  proper  places.  Consequently  all  the  records 
subsequent  to  1921  continued  to  remain  in  the  various  sections  and  there 
is  congestion  of  room  as  also  considerable  impediment  to  the  speedy  dis¬ 
posal  of  work.  _ 

The  Special  Officer  will  see  to  the  removal  of  all  the  papers  in  the 
various  sections  which  have  received  final  disposal  to  the  record  room, 
to  the  destruction  of  papers  which  require  to  he  destroyed,  and,  to  the 
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arrangement  in  their  proper  places  of  all  the  papers  which  require  to  be 
retained,  thereby  introducing  system  and  arrangement  in  the  old  records 
up  to  the  year  1923. 

This  Special  Officer  was  engaged  in  Madras,  i'or  some  time  before 
his  retirement,  in  introducing  a  simplified  and  improved  system  of  office 
routine  and  procedure  in  the  Secretariat  and  in  working  a  newer  system 
of  record-keeping  known  as  the  Tottenham  System. 

While  introducing  such  improvements  in  ■■economics  into  the 
Huzur  Cutcherry  here,  the  Special  Officer  will  also  train  some  of  our 
officers  to  continue  these  improved  methods  and  to  extend  them  to  the 
other  officers  in  Trivandrum  and  in  the  mofussil.  ^ 

At  present  there  is  no  regular  stock-taking  of  the  stationery  and 
printed  forms  by  an  independent  officer.  It  is  considered  desirable  that 
.  this  work  should  be  done  by  the  Special  Officer  as  his  experience  pf 
simplified  office  system  would  enable  him  to  say.  to  what  extent  econo¬ 
mies  could  be  introduced  in  stationery  and  printed  forms,  and  therefore 
it  is  proposed  that  he  should  he  asked  to  check  the  stock,  all  stationery 
and  printed  forms  in  charge  of  the  Superintendent  of  Stationery. 

Me.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VAKIAK  ( Ohenijcmnur  cum  Pattana-mtitta ); 
May  I  know  whether  it  would  not  be  possible  to  send  one  of  our  officers 
to  Madras  and  other  places  for  training  ? 

Me.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) :  Yea 
it  is  possible.  ‘  ■ 

These  are  the  main  items  of  work  proposed  to  be  entrusted 
to  the  Special  Officer.  These  items  have  to  be  attended  to  with¬ 
out  diversion  of  attention  to  other  work  by  a  Special  Officer  of  con¬ 
siderable  experience,  as  the  delay  that  has  already  occurred  is  seriously 
hampering,  the  despatch  of  business  in  the  Secretariat,  and  indirectly  in 
the  subordinate  offices  also. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Shertallai) :  Was  not  this  neces¬ 
sity  felt  at  the  time  when  this  year’s  budget  was  introduced? 

Mb.  B.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Goveni'ueut )■'. 
This  was  felt  all  along. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Shertallai) ;  Was  this  matter 
presented  before  the  Finance  Committee  and  did  they  discuss  iff  - 

Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Yes,  they  discussed  it. 

Mb,  A.  HOOGEWEBF  (Nominated):  Why  was  this  matter  not 
brought  forward  when' the  last  budget  was.  discussed  ? 

Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  .  Government) : 
It  is  not  possible  to  bring  forward  every  conceivable'  scheme  when  the 
general  State  budget  is  dismissed. 

:  Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIBY  ( Ghangmachery  cum  2 Lina-chii)  :  May  I 
know  who  this  officer  is  f  -  —  .  ■■■■;.■■. 
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Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
He  is  a  retired  officer  of  the  Madras  Secretariat,  I.  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  mention  his  name  at  this  stage. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cnm  Eartikapalli) : 
How  long  is  it  since  he  retired  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
He  retired  very  recently. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  {Mavelikara  cum  Eartikapalli )  : 

Have  any  changes  been  introduced  now  in  the  Madras  Secretariat  ? 

Mr.'  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
Changes  have  been  introduced. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Eartikapalli) : 

When? 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
Since  1921. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERP  ( Nominated )  :  Is  it  a  complicated  system? 
Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
It  is  not  a  very  complicated  system. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  {Mavelikara  cum  Eartikapalli ): 

May  I  know  whether  the  sorting  of  records  does  not  require  some  Tra- 
vancorean  or  somebody  who  knows  Travaneore  conditions  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
The  presence  of  an  officer  of  this  Government  will  be  of  considerable 
help  to  the  special  officer;  • 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Eartikapalli)  : 

But  I  think  sorting  is  the  only  work  now  referred  to  him. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
It  is  not  the  only  work. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  C Mavelikara -  cum  Eartikapalli ): 

I  believe  sorting  is  the  main  work  referred  to.  ■ 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
Sorting  is  not  exactly  the  main  item  of  work  to  he  done. 

It  is  proposed  to  engage  him  for  the  present  for  a  period  of  six 
months  on  payment  of  a  salary  of  Rs.  500  per  mensem  and  travelling- 
charges  for  his  journey  from  Madras  and  back.  He  may  require  a  small 
staff  to  start  -with.  No  details-  of  the  staff  can  be  given  how;  Hence" 
a  lump  sum.  of  Rs.  2,000  is  asked  for,  for  meeting  the  cost  of  the  staff' 
and  the  contingent  charges. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Eartikapalli): 
May  I  know  whether  Government  have  tried  to  send  over  anybody  to 
study  the  system  obtaining  outside  the  Madras  Presidency  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISTINA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary rip  'Government).: 
No,  Government  have  not.  1 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  cum  Eartikapalli)  :  May 
I  also  know  whether  the  system-that  has  been  sought  to  be  introduced 
is  the  best  that  we  can  possibly  get  at  present? 
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Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  Of 
course,  literature  regarding  the  system  obtaining  elsewhere  is  available 
for  perusal. 

Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelihara  cum  KartilcapalK ): 
Have  the  Government  gone  into  the  literature  and  found  the  system  to 
be  the  best  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) ; 
Government  have  had  no  opportunity  of  going  into  all  the  literature  on 
the  subject. 

Mb.  A,  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Is  it  the  same  system  as 
that  obtaining  in  Simla  now  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 

Yes. 

Me.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  YARIAR  (Ghenganmir  cum  Patlanam- 
titta) :  I  oppose  the  demand.  I  think  that  some  officers  from  the 
Secretariat  may  be  sent  to  Madras,  Bombay  or  Calcutta  to  study 
the  systems  obtaining  there  and  then  to  overhaul  the  Secretariat. 
If  this  question  is  very  urgent,  I  think  it  would  have  been  brought 
up  when  the  budget  was  discussed;  and  if  the  Secretariat  is  to 
be  overhauled  there  is  ample  time  for  some  of  the  officers  to  go  to 
Madras  or  Bombay  and  to  study  the  system  and  this  sum  can  be  granted 
at  the  next  budget.  So  I  oppose  the  demand. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Sir,  I  too  oppose  the  de¬ 
mand.  I  said,  when  opposing  the  previous  demand,  that  such  supple¬ 
mentary  demands  are  not  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  the 
rules  regulating  supplementary  grants.  There  is  no  special  urgency  in 
the  matter.  This  is  not  a  new  thing  that  has  come  upon  the  Secretariat 
all  at  once.  These  are  two  conditions  which  are  more  or  less  necessary 
when  introducing  supplementary  demands. 

I  listened  to  the  story  of  the  Government  member.  Though  I 
have  the  highest  regard  and  respect  for  him,  I  fear  he  has  given  away 
the  whole  show.  It  is  certainly  not  creditable  to  the  Secretariat. 
Things  have  .been  allowed  to  drift.  Some  attempts  have  been  made  to 
rectify,  matters;  but.  they  have  again  drifted  on,  and  novy  everything  is, 
more  or  less,  in  a-squash,  We  want  an  outsider  to  come  in  and  put  matters 
aright.  This,  I  think,  is  an  insult  to  our  Secretariat.  We  have  some 
of  the  best  officers  Travancorejhas  produced  in  bur  Secretaries.  There 
are  brilliant  graduates  as  Secretaries,  Assistant  Secretaries,  Superin¬ 
tendents,  head  clerks,  and  clerks,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  has  admitted 
that  the  system  is  not  a  complicated  one. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  (Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  ■:  Has  Mr.  Hoogewerf  any  idea  of  the  cost  if  one  officer  is  to 
be  sent  to  Madras  and  back  ? 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Before  I  answer  that 
question,  I  must  know  what  sort  of  officer  he  refers  to. 


DEMANDS  FOR  SUPPLEMENTARY  GRANTS.  .  ‘  421) 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  I  do  rtot  know  what  officer  he  wants,  to  send  to  Madras 
(Laughter.) 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (No •ulna ted)  :  The  selection  of  the 
officer  is  not  in  my  hands  (Laughter.) 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tar.  Com- 
■mission cr)  :  It  is  suggested  that  some  officer  should  be  sent  from  here. 
Will  that  not  cost  more  ? 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Noninaled ):  I  do  not  know  what  the 
cost  will  be  unless  I  know  who  the  officer  to  be  sent  is. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  may  decline  to  answer  his  question  if  you  so 
choose. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Yes,  Sir. 

As  I  said,  it  is  not  at  all  complimentary  to  the  Huzor  Secretarial. 
Thesystem  of  record-keeping  is  not  a  complicatedone.and  the  Government 
member  has  admitted  that  in  reply  to  a  question  asked  by  Mr.  Krishna 
AJyar.  He  asked  whether  Government  could  not  send  a  Tra-vn-ncorean 
who  would  be  able  to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  what  should  be 
preserved  as  records  and  what  should  not  be.  That  is  a  very  per¬ 
tinent  question  and  I  think  the  Chief  Secretary  answered  it.  The 
outsider  will  not  know  the  conditions .  of  Ttavancore.  We  can.  get 
all  the  information  by  writing  to  Madras  as  to  what  the  system 
obtaining  there  is.  As  the  Government  member  said,  it  is  not  a  com¬ 
plicated  one;  there  are  no  difficult  mathematical  problems  to  be  solved, 
and  there. is  no  difficulty  to  .study  it.  The  fashion  seems  to  be  to  allow 
things  to  drift,  and  then  appoint  a  committee  or  somebody  from  Madras 
to  set  matters  right.  This" Sir,  I  say,  is  a  very  unhealthy  way  of  doing 
things.  The  people  in  Madras  will  have  a  very  poor  opinion  of  Travan- 
core  if  we  are  to  import  an  officer  from  Madras  even  for  a  small  thing 
of. this  kind.  Our  Secretariat-  is  very  efficient  and  the  officers,  there  are 
competent  to  put  their  house  in  order.  I  therefore  oppose  this  demand 
very  strongly  as  I  did  the  previous  demand. 

Mr.  P.*K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Awbalapuzha):  Sir,  I  have  also 
very  great  pleasure  in  opposing  this  demand.  First  of  all,  Sir,  the  grant 
was  expressed  to  cover  .-the  system  of  record-keeping  and  introducing 
other  reforms  in  the  General  and  Revenue  Secretariat.  But  on  listening 
to  the  member  in  charge,  I  find  that  ultimately  the  matter  dwindled 
down  to  the  system  of  keeping  records.  If,  for  this  purpose,  a  special 
.officer  is  to  be  appointed,  and  if  this  opportunity  is  to  be  taken  for  in¬ 
troducing  a  supplementary  grant  as  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge,  T  fear, 
this  House  Is  liable  to  be  troubled  with  similar  requests  in  various 
directions.  For  example,  those  in  authority  in  the  Secretariat 
may  think- that,  for  the  mending  of  quill  pens  in  the  Secretariat, M  special 
officer  has  to  he  appointed.  If  the  officers  in  the  Secretariat  want',  to 
have  ’  a  quillpen  mended  in  a  particular  fashion,  they  will  come  with  a 
demand  lor  appointing  a  special  officer.  If  in  similar  instances  special 
officers  have  to  be  imported  from  abroad,  that  will. be  setting  up  a.-. very 
bad  precedent  in  the  Secretariat. 
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Then  with  respect  to  the  particular  officer  the  Government  have  in 
their  view,  it  was  said  that  he  set  the  house  in  order  so  far  as  the 
Madras  Secretariat  was  concerned.  I  raised  the  question  to  he  answered 
by  the  member  in  charge  whether  any  outside  officer  had  been  brought 
down  to  the  Madras  Secretariat,  to  set  the  example  in  the  matter  of 
record-keeping. 

PRESIDENT:  I  do  not  think  you  put  that  question. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuxha ) :  _  I  am  raising 
that  question  now.  During  the  time  of  his  reply,  he  is  at  liberty  to 
answer  it-  . 

One  of  the  officers  of  the  Secretariat  in  Mad  ras  was  asked  to  look  into 
the  question  and  remedy  the  evil  there.  Why,  I  ask,  cannot  a  similar 
step  be  taken  in  Travancore  V  In  Madras  they  did  not  think  it  worth¬ 
while  to  get  an  officer  from  outside.  They  thought  it  was  their  own 
business.  They  could  discover  what  exactly  was  getting  out  of  order  and 
out  of  condition  there.  They  could  put  their  house  in  order  themselves. 
Why  a  similar  attempt  could  not  ho  made  hero  was  not  explained  by  the 
member  in  charge.  Before  making  out  a  real  case,  this  House  cannot  be 
called  upon  to  vote  upon  this  particular  point.  That  is  the  main  reason 
I  am  urging  in  opposing  this  motion.  The  member  in  charge  has  been 
pointing  out  that,  ever  since  1904,  new  systems  have  been  introduced  in 
the  Huuur  Secretariat  with  the  object  of  cleaning  the  Augean  stables. 
Those,  according  to  the  member  in  charge,  have  not  been  successful. 
Birst  of  all,  it  remains  to  be  looked  into  whether  the  agency  that  is  now 
in  charge  of  the  Hmsur  records  is  an  efficient  agency  at  all.  Suppose 
we  get  a  man  from  Madras  and  he  restores  order.  Where  is  the 
guarantee  that  the  whole  thing  may  not  revert  to  the  old  bad  condition  ? 

:  And  if  after  an  interval,  outside  assistance  has  again  to  be  sought  to 
restore  order  in  the  maintenance  .  of  records,  that,  as  my  friend 
Mr. :  Hoogewerf  put  it,  would  reflect  but  little  credit  on  the  sense  of 
orderliness  prevailing  in  the  Records  Section  of  the  Secretariat.  There¬ 
fore  I  do  not  find  any  possibility  to  see  eye  to  eye  with  the  learned 
member  in  charge,  of  this  motion.  I  am  therefore  opposing  it. 

Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Muvctikara  cum  KarlikajaU') : 
1  too  beg  to  .  oppose  the  motion,  The  motion  .consists  of  two 
parts.  One  is  for  an  officer  for  the  revision  of  the  system  of  the  records, 
and  the  other  for  the  introduction  of  other  reforms  in  the  General  and- 
Revenue  Secretariat;  The  latter  has  not  been  discussed  at  any  length 
by  the  member  in  charge.  . 

PRESIDENT.: .  I  do  not  think  he  said  “  revision  of  the  General 
Secretariat.” 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mawlikam  cum  I&frtiknpalli) :  1 
Used  the  word  ‘introduction.”  . 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief:  Secretary  to  Government) ; 
%'h.at  is  how  it  is  printed  in  the  notice. '  Yy 
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Mb.  8.  KRISHNA  AIYAB,  {MaveUlwra  cum  Ear  til-anal  U) :  I 
do  not  say  that  our  record  system  does  not  need  revision.  That  may 
be  absolutely  necessary.  Therefore  certainly  I  should  be  the  first  person 
.  to  support  the  motion.  After  all  it  is  only  a  matter  of  Be.  2,000.  It  is 
not,  on  that  account,  that  I  am  opposing  the  motion.  We  must  in¬ 
troduce  the  best  available  system.  The  member  in  charge  has  not  been 
able  to  assure  us  what  all  systems  have  been  studied  and  whether  the 
proposed  system  is  likely  to  be  the  best.  When  we  go  in  for  a  new 
system,  it  would  be  better  for  us  to  study  all  the  systems  obtaining  in 
up-to-date  places,  for  example,  the  system  obtaining  in.  Switzerland  or 
for  that  matter  in  .Delhi  or  in  some  of  the  business  concerns  such  as 
the  P.  and  0.  and  other  big  concerns.  On  the  ground  that  we  must 
get  the  best  possible  system,  I  oppose  the  motion, 
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[Mi-  K.  0.  Maimneti  Mappillni.] 
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a0cnDag.(tJ)O5mo.  .  &)<s  cn  ocofsil  o(j@(?o..-offlaia5l(olc9acYio 

a0cmo«a6  &«s  '<a;bcuo§i©fii  memo  «ft(yg:j|Rsimla.!o<9®l'xn-|lg’  <®»§«nm 
o.fl^c0io®(j)oo  O3(6'lavo^(s®)®ool)  iSmsiolcssiYngD  <8a_io.7i(?.icdn®lceaaia. 
vQQ)  teotosmsise fsoccsi  giro^saicasgg.  sjli?-ia.iu  (^.Tso-ietasioab  aiostagyaii: 
SffiiO Cif)  0.10.3  d3QCfa  . 

Mk.  J.  JOHN  NIDIIiY  (Ohaunaitaoharii  cum  Minacki-I)  :  After 
listening'  carefully  to  tile  speeches  made  by  the  learned  Chiof  Secretary— 

PBESIDENT  :  Please  speak  lender. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIEY  {CHuganachery  ciun  Mimr.klt) :  I  am. 
also  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  import  a  foreigner  to  make  the 
necessary  reforms  in  the  Secretariat.  I  think  that  it  would  be„ 
more  advisable  to  send  an  intelligent  and  responsible  member  of  the 
Seerctariaf«to  study  the  system  that  is  obtaining  in  Madras,  or,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  in.  Simla  and  other  places.  .  Of  course  I  appreciate  very  much  the 
difficulty  referred  to  by  the  learned  Chief  Secretary  that  the  present 
system  is  not  working  well  and  it  causes  delay  in  the  disposal  of  files  and 
communications,  and  I  would  be .  the  last  person  to  oppose  any  grant 
which  would  facilitate  the  disposal  of  papers  in  the  Secretariat.  Further 
.  there  is  a  general  complaint  throughout  the  State  that  in  every  depart¬ 
ment— in.  the  Judicial  and  in  all  other  departments — delay  is  the  order 
of  the  day..  So  any  system  which,  would  be  of  any  use  for  disposing  of 
appeals,  applications  and  communications  at  the  very .  earliest  possible 
.  opportunity  should  be  encouraged,  and  I,  for  one,  would  not  grudge 
spending  some  reasonable  sum  if  that  object  could  be  realised.  But  I 
am  not  satisfied  with  the  observations  made  by  the  learned  Chief 
Secretary  that  the  importation  of  an  outsider  would  bring  about  that 
desirable  object.  As’  observed  by  some  of  my  friends,  I  am  also  not 
in  favour  of  importing  a  stranger  for  that  purpose. 

Mn.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Commerce  and  Industries, 
North)  :  Sir,  in  order  that  the  officer  entrusted  with  the  task  of 
filing  the. records  right  and  the—  . 

PBESIDENT:  Louder;  please. 

Mb.  K.  C.‘  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Oomnieroe  and  Industries, 

.  -North) :  I  am  suffering’  from  a  slight  cold.  I  have  temporarily  lost 
'..my- voiced  In  order  that  the  officer  entrusted  with  the  task  of  intro- 
;  ducing:  an  up-to-date  system;  of  filing,  etc.,  in  the  Huzur  Secretariat 
might  be  able  to  discharge  satisfactorily  the  duties  that  are  entrusted  to 
’  h'im,  he  must  be  thoroughly  conversant  .with  the  details  of  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  system,  and  also  he  must  know  the  system  he  is  to  overhaul. 
These,  two  parts  must  be  combined:  in  the  officer  selected  for  the  pur¬ 
pose.  .  Now  .the  question  is  which  is  easier  for;  an  officer  of  the 
Trava-r.core  Secretariat-  who  knows  the  history  of  the  .problems  and  the 
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records  of  the  country  to  pick  up  the  working  of  a  system  that  is 
considered  to  be  the  best  prevailing  in  any  part  of  British  India,  or 
for  an  officer  of  the  British  service  who  knows  something  about  a 
good  system  to  study  the  conditions  here  and  then  to  apply 
that  system  to  local  conditions?  In  the  process  of  overhauling  our 
existing  system,  such  records  as  are  worthy  of  being  preserved  should 
be  preserved  and  such  as  are  not  worthy  of  being  preserved  may  be 
destroyed.  If  an  officer  from  outside,  without  understanding  the  local 
conditions  -properly,  causes  the  destruction  of  records  that  may  be 
absolutely  necessary  under  certain  conditions,  lie  might  be- doing  irrep¬ 
arable  mischief  to  the  country.  Therefore,  I  feel  absolutely  convinced 
that  it  would  be  by  far  the  better  course  to  get  bold  of  a  young,  ener¬ 
getic  and  intelligent  officer  from  the  Travancore  Government  service 
and  depute  him  to  British  India  in  order  that  he  may  familiarise  himself 
with  some  up-to-date  system  of  record-keeping  and  preserving  of  files, 
etc.,  and  to  use  him  to  reorganise  all  our  offices.  I  should  like  also  to 
%say  a  word  in  this  connection  that  this  reform  should  be  made  appli¬ 
cable  not  only  to  the  Huzur  Cutcherry  but  to  the  offices  of  the  Dewan 
Peishkars,  the  Magistrates,  the  Munsiffs  and,  in  fact,  all  Government, 
offices.  Lower  down  in  the  various  Government  departments,  we  know 
the  records  are  being  kept  sometimes  very  scandalously.  Instances  have 
very  often  come  to  notice  in  which  low-paid  subordinates  have  been 
able  to  tamper  with  valuable  records,  and  I  know  that  people  tire  very 
reluctant  to  entrust  such  records  to  Munsiffs’  courts  and  Magistrates’ 
courts  for  fear  that  something  might- be  done  to  them.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  confusion  everywhere.  In  fact  the  officers. in  charge  of  some 
of  these  offices  have  themselves  admitted  to  me  that  their  records  are 
kept,  in  a  bewildering  condition.  I  am  sure  the  records  in  the -Huzur 
Secretariat  are  very  much  move  satisfactory  since  the  introduction  of 
the  file  system  during  the  time  of  Mr.  V.  P.  Macjhava  Eao.  It  is 
much  more  important  that  some  system  should  be  .  introduced  into 
every  office  of  the  Government-.  As  it  stands  now,  I  strongly  oppose 
the  motion.  I  am  also  strongly  of  opinion  that  any  amount  of  money 
spent  in  this  direction  will  not  be  a  waste  if  it  is  spent  in  the  proper 
manner.  I  should  think  that  the  idea  of  getting  down  a-  foreigner 
and  asking  him  to  apply  his  experience  gained  elsewhere  to  local 
conditions,  after  he  has  lost  his  youthful  ness  and  his  capacity  to  a&simi-, 
late  hew’  conditions,  is  not  a  good  one..  I  am  afraid  he  may  not  under¬ 
stand  our  conditions  properly,  and  he  may  apply  his  principles  in  the 
wrong  way  which  might  do  more  harm  than  good, 

Mb.  T.  K.‘  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ncdumangud)  \  .  Sir,, 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  decision  of;  this  question  presents  some  difficul¬ 
ties,  because  we  know  that,  for  the  last  several  years,  Travancore  has  had 
the  advantage  of  being  administered  by  some  of  the. beat  men  in  -the  .Madras;. 
Presidency.  There  is  no  State  which  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  secure 
the  services  of  such  eminent  Dewans  from  outside .  as  -Travancore  has 
had,  and  l  take  it,  Sir,  that  all  these  great  and  good  men  have- been  strain¬ 
ing  every  nerVe  to.  make  tiie  administration  of  Travancore  as  good  as  it 
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ought  to  bo.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  understand  how,  in  the  light 
of  those  facts,  the  arrangement  for  keeping  the  records  and  for  the 
expedition  of  work  in  the  highest  office,  in  the  State  should  full  into  such 
bewildering  condition  as  has  been  depicted  by  the  Chief  Secretary.  If 
that  be  so,  no  time  should  1)0  lost  in  setting  matters  right.  The  con¬ 
fusion  eaunot  be  of  the  working  of  the  Dewans  or  of  the  Chief 
Secretaries  or  of  the  lessor  officers,  because  we  have  been  getting  the 
tribute  of  various  people,  to  the  effect  that  the  average  Travancoreau  is 
very  much  more  competent  a  person  than  the  inhabitant  of  many  other 
States,  and  Dowan  after  Devvan  has  come  forward  with  generous 
incense  at  the  altar  of  Travancoro  efficiency.  Now,  Sir,  if  the  confusion 
is  to  bo  removed,  if  the.  records  arc  to  1m  put  in  order,  or  if  the  issue  of 
stationery  is  to  bo  properly  controlled  and  regulated,  sve  want  a  very 
efficient  and  energetic  officer.  1  am  out  and  out.  in  favour  of  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that,  when  there  are  suitable  persons  in  Travancoro  service  for  put¬ 
ting  our  records  in  order,  whether  they  bo  in  service 'or  out  of  service,  their*' 
services  ought  to  be  at  once  requisitioned.  If.  on  the.  other  hand,  there  is 
no  such  person,  if  the  experience  picked  up  by  these  officers  has  been  in 
vain  or,  at  any  rate,  insufficient  or  unsatisfactory,  I  shall  be  the  first 
person  to  welcome  an  outsider  rather  than  keep  the  records  in  a  kind  of 
confusion.  Rather  than  doing  so  we  must  get  the  confusion  at  once 
.removed,  I  was  made  to  believe  that  putting  the  records  in  order 
or  improving  the  system  of  keeping  files  was  a  technical  business  and 
a  person  who  lias  experience  in  such  matters  will  be  in  a  better 
position  to  do  it  than  others.  But  when  I  listened  to  the  speech  of  the 
Chief . Secretary  I  heard  him  say  that  the  matter  was  not  so  very  difficult 
and  was  apparently  a  simple  affair.  If  that  be  so,  those  intelligent 
officers  of  various  grades  now  in  service,  and  those  intelligent  and  efficient 
men  who  may  be  outside  the  service  should  certainly  be  able  to  come 
to  the  rescue  of  the  Travancore  Government  at  this  time  of  crisis.  But 
I  do  not  arrogate  myself  the  function  of  deciding  that  question.  It  is 
for  the  Government  to  make  a  pronouncement.  I  am  not  going  to  dis¬ 
trust  an  officer  simply  because  lie  is  an  officer.  There  are  important 
officers .  sitting  on  the  other  side.  There  is'  the  Dewan,  who  knows 
the  details  of  the  administration,  presiding  over  this  Council.  There 
are:  the  Chief  Secretary,  the  Financial  Secretary,  and  a  number  of  other 
important  officers.  If  they  are  prepared  to  lay  their  hands  on  their 
bosom  and  say  that  there  is  no  proper  and  competent  officer  in  the 
Travancore  service,  I  shall  at  once  advocate  the  importation  of  an 
outsider  because  we  want  our  house. to  be  put  in  order.  But  it  must 
be  unambiguous  ;  it  must  be  unconditional.  There  must  bo  an  uncon- 
.  ditional  pronouncement  .made .on  behalf  of  the.  Travancore  Government 
■  that  the  work  now  sought. to  be... done  cannot  be  executed  by  any  body 
in  Travancore..  If  they  are  prepared  to  give  that,  assurance,  I  shall 
be  the  very  first  to  welcome,  this.,  motion.  If  not,  1  must  oppose  it. . 

■  Mb.  G.  PAR  A  RIBS  VAR  AN  PILLAI  '{.’Seyyaltinkara!) :  Sir,  ever 
since  this  question  of  the  appointment  of  a  special  officer  to  overhaul 
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the  office  system  and  records  of  the  Huzur  Secretarial  was  brought  to  . 
my  notice,  I  hive  been  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  not  a  'very  urgent 
matter  and  could  well  afford: to  wait  till  the  next  budget  session,  when 
the  bearing  of  the  proposal  and  the  financial  commitments  involved  in  .the 
entire.  Secretariat  budget  could  be  more  correctly  gauged  than  when  the 
matter  is  dealt  with  in  this  piecemeal  manner. 

I  would  also  deprecate  the  manner  in  which  ■the  supplementary 
demand  is  placed  before  this  Council.  The  Council  has  been  asked  to 
vote  merely  on  the  expenditure  required  for  the  staff  and  is  at  liberty 
to  discuss  only  indirectly  the  appointment  of  the  Special  Officer.  I  do 
not  deny  that  strictly  the  Government  are  in  the  right  in  narrowing  down 
the  province  of  discussion,  but  I  would  only  point  out  that  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  to  prevent  the  supplementary  demand- indicating  the  total  'expen-, 
diture  involved  in  the  proposal ;  for,  the  mere  fact  that  the  entire  State 
Budget,  which  includes  so  many  non-votable  items,' is  placed  before  the 
Council,  does  not  certainly  confer  a  right  on  the  Council  to  disallow  a 

■  non-votable  item.  Again  the  indirect  control  .exercised  by  this  council 
on  non-votable  items  has  not  been  found  to  be  very  effective.  For,  al¬ 
though  this  Council  passed  a  motion  during  the  last  Budget  Session  in¬ 
volving  the  reduction  of  a  Division  Assistant’s  place  in  the  Devicolam 
Division,  the  Council  has  no  information  as  to  what  action  has  been 
taken  by  the  Government  in  that  direction.  It  is,  therefore,  all  the  more 

'  important  that  fresh  schemes  involving  large  expenditure  should  not  be 
brought  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  but  should  form  part  of  the  annual 
State  budget.  \ 

The  Chief  Secretary 'complains  that  the  system  that  was  obtaining 
from  1904  has  been  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and ;.  that-  in ,  1921:  the 
system  was  sought  to  be  revised.  But  fof.sohae.  reason'-  or.  other  -it;  ivt&s.  ■ 
found,  that  the  revised  scheme  did  not  fit  in  with  the  old  file  system  and 
therefore  a  lot  of  confusion  has.. arisen' 'resulting. in  the. delay. of-  despatch- '. 
of  business.  Now  that  is  a  question  which  has  to  be  considered  in 
more  aspects  than  one.  What  ai'e  the -capses  that  have  given  room  for 
this  confusion  ?  It  may  not  be  possible  for  us  now  to  take  a  broad  view 
hf  the  question.  The. internal. efficiency  of  .the  Secretariat  itself  will  be 
.  one  of  the  main  considerations  that  will. have  to  be  drawn  pointed  atten¬ 
tion  to  by  this  Council,  and  that  question  has  to  be  examined.  It  can¬ 
not  certainly  be  that  this  confusion  and  delay  in  the  despat  ch  of  -business 
was  noticed  all  on  a  sudden..  This  might  have  been  noticed  long  before 
this  and  the  remedy  could  have  been  suggested  very  much 'earlier. 
There  was  recently  a  revision  of.  the  salaries  with  a  view  .to  enhance 

■  efficiency.  There  was  an  Efficiency  Audit  Officer  for  the  purpose  of  re¬ 
vising  office  systems.  We  do  not  know  what  exactly  are  the  proposals 
of  the  Efficiency  Audit  Officer  in  regard  to  this  matter,  The  expansion 
of  the  Council  has  necessarily,  thrown  a  fresh  volume  of  additional  work- 
on  the  Secretariat  and  the  delay  in  the  despatch  of  business  appears  to  me 

.  to  be  due  to  the  centralisation  of  powers  and  duties  in  the  Dewan ■■  and 
the  Chief  Secretary,  The  solution  lies,  I  would  submit,  in  the  creation 
.  of  an.  Executive  Council  to  share  the  work:  of  responsibility  note,  -devol¬ 
ving  on  them. 
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The  Secretariat  to  be  efficient  should  he  manned  by  efficient  hands, 
Among  the  Secretaries,  Superintendents  and  clerks  we  find  quite  a  large 
proportion  who  have  been doing  the  same  work  for  years  together.  It 
is  not  therefore  a  surprise  to  'me  when  the  'Chief  Secretary  complains 
that  there  is  no  one  fit  for  the  work  for  at  least  keeping  the  records  in 
the  proper  manner. 

•  Mn.'it.  KRISHNA  PILL  Ah  {iUvief  Xecrdari/  to  6 ’nverimimt)-. . 

1  did  not  say  that  there  was  nobody  in  tire  Secretariat-  competent. -.to  keep 
the.  records  in  proper  order. 

Mlt.  (1.  PARAMGSVARiAN  PILL  A I  (Neijuullinhwa) :  I  mean, 
to  revise  the  existing  system  and  to  remove  all  the  charts  and  confusion 
that  is  now  said  to  be  rampant  in  the  Secretarial'.  It  is  impossible  to 
expect  imagination,  or  initiative  from  men  who  have,  been  doing  the. 
same  work  for  years  together.  There  should  be  a  free  llo.w  of.  promo¬ 
tions  from  the  .Secretariat  into  the  executive  ranks.  It  is  also  a  matter 
for  consideration,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Madbava  Variar,  whether  it 
would  not  be  cheaper  and  more  advantageous  in  the  long  ran, .to  depute, 
it  need  be,  one  of  our  own  ..y  ounger  officers  to  study  the  system  obtain¬ 
ing  in  the  Imperial  or  Proviqeial  Secretariats..  I  would  again,  urge  that 
the  whole  question  be-  fully  examined  along  with  •  the  •  budget,  next. 

Mb.  K.  PAItAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (TiruvaHa) :  I  also  oppose 

•  the. demand  for  the  supplementary -grant.  Ii,  is-  unnecessary  for  me  to 
repeat  the:  reasons  which  have  already  been  given  by  the  other  members 
of  the  Council  for  .opposing  the  grant.  It  is .  enough  .  to  say  that  the 
reasons  adduced  by  the  Government  member  for,  making  .  this  demand 
for  supplementary  grant  are  not  convincing;  .  The  chief  reason  alleged 

:  for  making  this  demand  for  grant  is  that  it  has  become  absolutely: neces- 
.  sary  and  .urgent,  to  devise  means  for  disposing , of -the  vastly  accumulated 
:  inass  of  records  already  in.  the  .  Government  offices.  .We  may  accept 
.  the  statement  of  the  Chief  Secretary  that  .the:.;  volume  of  records  'to'"  be' 
dealt  with  is  very  great.  But  we  cannot  accept  the  statement  that  an , 
...officer  imported  from  outside  Would.:  be:.  more,  competent  to  deal- with 
these  records,  to  sort  .them,  to  find  out  what  records  should  he  destroyed, 

.  what  should  be  preserved,  what  should  be  printed  and  so  forth,  As  has 
.already  been  pointed  out,  a  -man  who  is  am:  intelligent  officer,  who  is 
acquainted  with  local  conditions  and  local  affairs,  will -be  more  competent 

•  to  -  determine  those-  matters  than  a  -raw  outsider  who  comes .  without 
■  any:  such :  .knowledge ...of local  conditions  and ; affairs.  Of .  course,  he 
may  be  well  acquainted  with  a;  particular  systemifor:’ disposing,  of  I  these : 

,  records ;  that  is  one  -  thing,  :  But.  to  -  actually ,  carry  out  that-;  system  fin 
regard  to  our  records-  is  quite  a  different  thing. altogether,  ,  So  that,  what 
-  we  want  is  a  man  who  is;  acquainted with . local  customs,  and  conditions 
and  other  things  as  well  as  a  man  ..who  is  acquainted  with  the  new. 
system  which  lias  been  introduced  into  the  Madras  Secretariat.  The. 
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system  can  be  studied  mope  easily.  The  Chief  .Secretary  himself  has 
said  that  it  is  not  a  complicated  system  and  therefore  the  knowledge 
could  be  acquired  very  easily. 

•  la  this  connection,  a  suggestion  has  been  made  by  some  of .  the 
members- that,  if  necessary,  an  intelligent  officer  from  the  Secretariat  can 
be  deputed  to  "Madras  for  studying  the  system.  Mr.  Robinson  very 
pertinently  ashed  whether  the  members  who  made  the  suggestion  con¬ 
sidered  the  comparative  cost  of  the  two  proposals.  To  my  mind,  the 
deputation  of  an  officer  to  Madras  for  the  purpose,  of  studying  the  system 
will  be  much  cheaper  than  the  importation  of  an  outsider  under  the 
circumstances  mentioned  by  the  Government  member,  because  the 
man  to  be  imported  is  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  new 
system  of  dealing  with  the  records  but  also  to  carry  out  the  system  into 
actual  practice,  and  as  such  his  service  will  have  k>  bo  retained  for  a  much 
longer  time  than  the  deputation  of  an  officer  to  Madras  for  the  purpose 
of  studyidg  the  system  alone  would  require.  Probably  the  officer 
may  Joe  able  to  get  acquainted  with  the  system  within  a  fortnight,  or 
a  month  or  even  two  months,  whereas  an  officer  on  a  salary  of  Rs,  500 
is  sought  to  be  imported  for  six  months  at  tire  outset ;  but  according 
to  my  idea  I  think  the  time  will  -have  to  be  extended  because  the 
amount  of  work  he  has  to  turn  out  is  enormous.  So  that,  in  -my 
opinion,  the  deputation  of  an  officer  -to  Madras  or  other  places  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  the  system  would  be  much  cheaper,  more  effective 
and  more  useful  than  the  importation  of  a  new  officer  from  outside, 
who  is  only,  acquainted  with:  the,  system,  of  dealing  with  the  records 
and  not  with  the-  actual  conditions  in  Travangore.  For  these  reasons 
I  also  strongly,  oppose  the  demand  for  this  grant.  . 

Mr.  K»  GEORGE  {Financial  Secretary  Hi  Goe'emm'nf)}  Sir,  I  think 
that  both  sides  of  the  House  are  agreed  on  one  point,  namely,  that  the 
Secretariat  records  need  looking  into  for  being  arranged  and  systematised. 
The  only  question  at  issue  is  which  is  the  better  way  to  secure  this 
object— -whether  it  is  better  to  send  a  capable  officer  :  to  Madras 
and  other-  places  to  find  out  the  system  there,  or  to  get  down 
an  officer  of, experience  from  British  India  who  has  beeii  trained  in.  the 

'British  system  and  introduce  this  system  into  our. yeeretariat.  . 

Ms;  S.  HRISHNAAIYAR  {Macalikanj,  cum  FarUkajnii/n  :  May 
I  know  whether,'  it  is  not  the  presumption  that  an  officer  who  is  .pen¬ 
sioned:  is  not  in  a  position  to:  do- efficient  service  A 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  fa  Uui-cmifienl)  :  .1  do  not 
think  that  because  the  officer  has  been  pensioned  •  .he- -lias'-  lost  all  the 
efficiency.  -  •  .'  -. 

-  Mr-  B.;  KRISHNA  AIYAR  t Macdikam  cum  liartjk(i,)>a(ln:  -  i  am 
asking  whether  ihat  A  not  the  presumption.  h 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE.  {Financial  Secretary :  lo  FoccmMitft.}  y  He  has- 
.at  his  back  several  years  of  experience  and  that  ;.\^llyh<s:!-'a^ilahlc'.;to 
this  State  eycn  ii'  he  has  retired.  .  y  y  :  ; 
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Me.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated):  May  I  tknow  whether  a. 
superannuated  officer. is  not  more  inefficient  physically  than  an  active 
.  officer?- 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government):  We 
recently  got  down  another  officer  who  had  retired  from  service  for  the 
Press  Committee’s  work,  and  my  impression  is  that  the  Press  Com- 
mittee  members  have  been  satisfied  with  the  part  he  took  in  the 
committees  deliberations. 

Mb.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum,  cum  Nedumdngad)  :  May 
I.  ask  Mr.  George  whether  ho  is  aware  that  a  pensioned  officer  is  one  of 
the  ministers  of  the  Madras  Government  ? 

Mb-  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government) :  I  am 
perfectly  aware  of  that;  and  that,  I  should  say,  does  support  the 
argument  that  an  officer  though  pensioned  may  be  capable  of- useful 
service.  . 

MB.  P.  K.  N ARAYAN A  PILLAI  (Ambalagnisha)  :  Is  there  a 
chance,  in  view  of  the  valuable  services  that  maybe  rendered  by  pen- 
sioned  officers,  that  they  may  he  encouraged  to  come  in  more  and*  more 
into  service?  (Laughter.) 

PRESIDENT  :  That  does  not  arise. 

M's,.  K.  Q'EiO'RG-'E  {Financial  Seoretarg  to  Goi'eritiueiU)  :  Now  that 
we  are  agreed  on 'this  point  that  the  records  require  looking  into,  the 
:  question :  is,  which  is  the  better  method.  Now,  examining  from  the 

standpoint  of  cheapness,  it  was  said,  I  believe,  by  Mr.  Ghanganachery 
.  Baramesvaran  Pillai,  that  the  deputation  would  be  cheaper,  But  -we 
must  regard  the  cheapness  not  merely  in  the  light  of  the  immediate 
cost.  If  we  bring  down  an  officer  from  British  India  to  arrange  ..and..: 
^-^systematise  our  records  here,  we  get  the  advantage  of  his  past  experience 
-  e -^nd.  can  train  a  large  number  of  capable  men  in  the  Secretariat  itself 
:  a'ho  could  later  on,  be  expected  to  carry  on  what  he  has  introduced, 
fXdhat  certainly  is, cheaimess.  ,We  could,  not  afford— 
v  •  MB.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated) -  ■■  Would  it  not  be  the  same:, 
y  thing' 'with  regard  to  the  man  sent  from  hero  ?. 

Mb.  K,  GEORGE  (Financial  ) Secretary  Id  Government)  -.  I  will 
refer  to  that  later  on.  We  cannot  afford,  on  the  other  hand,,  to.  send 
a  large  number  of  men,-  time  and  again,  to  study  the  systems  obtaining 
in  British  India..  Therefore,  from  the  'point  of  'view  of  cheapness,  we 
get  the  advantage  oil  having; education  given  to  our  men  liere  at  a 
small  cosf . 

Mb.  J.  JOHNNIDlIiY  (Cdiang'anacherij  cum  Miuuohil )  :  May  I 
know  whether  our  officer  who  returns  cannot  do  the  same  thing  at  a  : 
small  cost- 

Mb.  , K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  16.  Gooeritirtenl)  :  First  of 
all,  “by .'the  time  our  officer  goes  and  learns,  the  officer  that  is  imported' 

:  would  have  finished  his  work.  .....  -  - 
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Mb.  G.  _  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinliam):.  May  I 
know  what  time  it  will  take  for  the  sorting  of  records  by  the  special 
officer  ? 

PRESIDENT:  It  is  estimated  at  six  months. 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government);.  It  .. 
may  take  a  longer  time.  ,  - 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ncdwiumyad).:  May 
I  know,  whether  any  officer,  if  appointed.from  outside,  will  have  access 
to  the  confidential  records  in  the  Huzur  Cutcherry  ? 

.  Mb.  K.  GEORGE  ■  (Financial  Secretary,  to  Government)  :  1  believe 
no.  Not  even  an  officer  who  is  appointed  locally  will  have  access',  to 
them. 

Mb.  K.  PAEAMBSVARAN .  PILLAI  Q'imvaUa )  :  Who  is  to. 
determine  whether  they  are  confidential  or  not  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  All  confidential  records  are  kept  separately.; 

*  Mb.  K.  PARAMESYABAN  PILLAI  ( Tinwalla ) :..  There  may  be 
very  confidential  records  in  the  Secretariat  itself. 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  Nobody 
will  have  any  access  to  that. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( ShcrtaUai ) :  Are  the  confidential  : 
records  kept  in  order  V 

Mb..  K.  .GEORG E  :  (Fimntidl  Sectary  to  Government)  '■  I  be¬ 
lieve  they  are  in  order. 

Mb.  A.  1-IOOGEWER.F  -(Nomi  hated);  After  setting,  the 
Secretariat  House  in  order,  wit!  the  .  officer  go  from  department  to 
department  putting  them  in  order  ?  ;  .  :  , 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  It.  is 
not  expected  that  he  would  do  that.  On  the  other  hand,  it-  is  expected 
that  he  might  train  some  men  and  Government  may  be  in  a  position  .to. 
issue  instructions  to  the  subordinate  departments.  :. 

'Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Skvrtallai).  \  Is  any  particular 
method  adopted  for  putting  confidential  records  in  order?  - 

PRESIDENT :  rdo  not  thbik  thatguesUonanseshcre  ubw- 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated)  :  Is  there,  any  instance  of 
men.  being; brought  from  other  places  for  the  Account  Office  ?  -  ; 

MB.  K,  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government) :  Yes- 
We  got  down  first  of  all  Mr.  Subbaroyer  from  Mysore  for  organising 
the  Account  Department-  Later,  oh  we  had  the  deputation  of 
Mr.  Dukoff  Gordon,  on  two  occasions,  one  about  1087  and  again 
about.  1093  or  . 1094,  for  examining  our  Account  system' '  and  suggesting;' 
improvements,  and.  that  is  an  ins^trcyifi 
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advised  the  Government  as  to  the  changes  to  be  made  in  our  system 
of  accounts.  His  proposals  were  carried  out  and  we  had  a  number  of 
men  trained,  some  in  British  India  and  some  locally,  and  all  have  been 
employed  in  working  that  system.  That  is  what  I  am  urging;  \  If  a 
man  of  experience  is  got  from  British  India,  it  wall  be  useful  for  our 
State  and  then-  we  can  improve  our  system  much-better  than  with  the 
help  of  a  man.  who,  sent  from. here,  picks  up  a  smattering  of  knowledge 
in  British  India. 

■  Mk.’J.  JOHN  N1DIKY  {Chan ycmachcry  cum  Minuchil)  :  Will 
not  history  repeat  itself  ? 

Mb.  K.  GEOBGE  {Financial  Scerbiary  to  Uo  cerumen!)  '■  History 
sometimes  has  a. tendency  to  repeat  itself,  but  not  necessarily  always. 

Mm  T.  K.  VEEU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedmutngad)  v  May 
I  ask  whether  file-keeping  and  account-keeping  form  subjects  of 
courses  in  the  Commercial  School  ? 

Mb.  K-  GEOBGE  ( Financial  Seer  clary  to  liovemment):  1  am 
not  quite  sure.  Account-keeping  is  ;  but  as  regards  file-keeping  I  am 
not  sure. 

Another  point  I  have  to  say  is  this.  If  we  are  to.  get .  down  an 
officer  with  several  years  of  experience  \ve  .have  a  very  great  advan¬ 
tage,  namely  the  weight  of  his  opinion. 

Me.  P.  K.  NABAYANA.  PILLAI  {Ambalapu?ha).:  Suppose  he 
does  not  train  the  officers  properly,  His  presence  will  then  have  to  be 
prolonged.  ' 

Me.'.  K.' GEOBGE-  (fuiauckd  Secretary  tv  Qowrnmnb)  .:••  We  ex¬ 
pect  that  ho  will  ho  an  -honourable  officer  who  will  do  bis  'work.  In  the 
case  of  a  local  officer  deputed  to  British  India,  Government,  in  matters., 
of  doubt,  .will  have  to  refer  to  British  India  again.  He  is  not  expected 
to  get  an  ali-round  and  thorough  .knowledge  of  the .  system.  That  is 
from  the  nature  of  things  impracticable. 

. '  Me.  Gv  BAMMESYABAiTHtHAL,  (.Vryyu/toifent).; .  Suppos¬ 
ing  he  revises  the  system  and  he  go.es  and  suppose  that  does,  not  again 
fit  in  with  the  scheme  and  somc  difflcultics  crop  up  in  the  way,  A 

Mb.  K.  GEOBGE  (FinunoicdBetiretarij  to  Government) ;■  -That  is 
just  what  I  say.  During  the  time.he  is  here  G  overnment  will  have;  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  consulting  him.  Government  and  the J'espohsible  : officers  of 
the  Secretariat  ,  will -fie  fin  a.  position.to.take  advantage,  of.his  experience 
and  his  ad  vice.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we:  send  a  .  man  from  here  to 
British  India,  we  do  not  get  that  advantage. 

Mu-  A.  _HOOG’EiWi^E^Nd))i'£-)nri.ed'j;:.;  1  beg  to  know  where  this 
officer  who  is  to  be  importe4i.leM,M"'tli!e'.system.  '".’’.'.''.''""IV.-;  .  • 

..-■■Mb.  ly.^  GEOBGE  (MumviahSeerdafy  lojjuvmoitenl) ;  ,  Itiltho. 
Madras  Secretariat  itself.  •  .  A  ,v  .  A: . 
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Me.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ):  Before  he  was  appointed? 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government} :  ;  He  was 
in  Madras  for  years  and  ho  was  trained  in  the  system  ;  and  I  believe 
when  the  Tottenham  system  was  Jntrodueed  he  was  there  and  studied 
it..  I  believe  he  was  one  of  the  officers  in  the  Madras  . Secretariat  who 
took  part  in  the  change  of  the  system  and  made  himself  up-to-date 
in  it.  ’  '  '  •  ■ 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Amhahipmka ) :  Was  the 
period  of  six  months  arrived  at  in  consultation  with  the  officer  in  con¬ 
templation  by  Government  ? 

Me.  K,  GEOEGE  (Financial ' Sen-elm y  to  Government) :  No; 
that  is  only  fixed  provisionally."  .  .  • 

Mb.  Iv,  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  {TirmaJla) :  May  I  know 
when  the  Tottenham  system  -was  introduced  in  Madras?  Is  it  not  a 
very  recent  system  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  If  you  do  not  object  to  any  giving  the  informa¬ 
tion,  it  was  about  1920. 

Mb.  K,  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla):  So  it,  is  only 
a  new  system, 

PRESIDENT  :  It  is  not  entirely  new.  It.  is  only  a  ■  development 
of  the  old  system. 

Me.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government)-.  One 
point  was  raised — whether  Madras  brought  down  any  man  to  improve 
tire  system  there.  ’  If  I  remember  right,  some  years  ago  an  officer 
from  the  Imperial  Secretariat  was  deputed  to.  Madras  to  study  the 
system  there.  So  Madras  apparently  has  the  best  system  available  and 
we  would  not  be  in  bad  company  if  We  got.  down  a  man  from  Madras,. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  .  PILLAI  (TirnvaUah .  That  is  an 
argument  in  favour  of  deputation. 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Ghief  Secretary  to  Government): 
The  main  point  for  consideration,  is  which  is  the  better  method  of 
achieving  our  object.  There  is  no  objection  to  a  Travancore- officer, 
being  sent ;  but  whether  it  is  cheaper  than  getting  an  officer  :  from  Bri¬ 
tish  India  is  a  matter  for  consideration.  If  a  Travancore,  officer  ,  has 
to  be  sent  at  all,  it  must.be  a  superior  officer,  say  of  the  grade  of  a 
Dewan  Peishkar,  an  officer  drawing  Rs.  100-700. 

/Mb.  K.  C-:  MAMMEN  MAPIL.LAI  .(Connnereo  -and--  -Industrie*,:'.. 
North) ;  Why  should  it  be  a  Dewan  Peishkar  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Ghief  Secretary  to  Govemmm}F  :lie-; 
cause  his  opinion  would  carry  weight  when  he  -return#*  -  '  .;**  u  •*.  ■- 
,.  Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Changcmachery  cum  Minaihi-t)-.  '  Hiive 
the  Peishkars  experience  in  filing,  etc.?  :  ! 

'  Me.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated );:  What  was  the  position  of  - 
the  officer  in  ;the  Secretariat  when  he.  learnt  the  system  under  Mr. 
Tottenham  in  Madras?  .  .  :  ’  J 
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PRESIDENT:  Nobody  said  he  loarat  it  under  Mr.  Tottenham. 
That  is  not  what  Mr.  George  said. 

Mr.  G-.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (XeyyattmJtfira) :  mat.  is 
the  status  of  tire  Special  Officer  proposed  *? 

PRESIDENT  :  Retired  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Madras  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

MR.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {TriM-nfam  cum  Nednmemgad)-. 
Will  the  Chief  Secretary  he  pleased  to  say  from  his  experience  as  clerk, 
Head  clerk,  Assistant.  Secretary,  Under  Secretary,  Poishkav  and  Chief 
Secretary  how  there  has  been  ibis  confusion  made  in  the  Hur.ur  Office? 

Mr!  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  CJorermmlf) : 
There  has  been  confusion  for  a  very  long  time,  as  I  mentioned  in 
my  first  speech.  Repeated  attempts  were  made  to  remove,  this  con¬ 
fusion.  A  special  staff  was  appointed  from  time  to  time,  but  they 
were  not  able  to  make  any  headway.  That  is  why  I  say  that  an  offi-  • 
cer  possessing  expert  knowledge  is  necessary. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated):  Is  it  highly  necessary'? 
Would  not  a  Superintendent  do  ? 

MR.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
There  is  no  use  in  sending  a  Superintendent  cr  even  an  Assistant  Secre¬ 
tary.  If  an  officer  is  sent  at  all,  he  should  be  of  the  status  of  a  Dewan 
Peishkar. 

PRESIDENT  :  It  was  already  stated  that  his  opinion  must  carry 
weight. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
Moreover,  the  advantage  of  .  having  an  expert  officer  here  is  that  he 
can  train  a  number  of  officers  here.  An  officer  who  is  deputed  may 
take  a  long  time  to  study  the  system.  In  the  meantime  work  in  the 
different  sections  would  be  accumulating',  and  in  order  that  current 
work  may  be  got.  through  efficiently/the  system  should  be  improved, 
and:  ive  cannot  delay  till  the  officer  returns.  . 

API  T.  K.  VELTJ "PILL AT  (Trivandrum  cum  N edumangad) : 
Will  the  Chief  Secretary  be  pleased  to  say  whether  there  is  no  one  in 
the  Huzuv  Office,  Secretary,  Under  Secretary  or  such  other  officer  who 
will  be  able  to  revise  this  system  and  put  it  in  perfect  order? 

Me.  R.  IKBISHNA  '  PILLAI'  (Gtyef--  Secretary-  to  Government): 
I  must  say  that  there  are  very  .  competent  officers,  but  they  do  not 
possess  that  technical  knowledge  to  enable  them  to  put  the  records 
in  proper  order. 

Mr.  A.  HOQGEWERF  .CNo/«mrt.f«fZ) : .  All  the  experience  they  Rave 
might  be —  •  ■.  ,‘ 

PRESIDENT:  All  that  has  been  repeatedly,  answered: 

...  Mr.R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'.  It 
..is-  cheaper  in  the  long  run  to  obtain  the  services  of  an  experienced  officer 
from  outside  for  a  temporary- period  and  let'  him  train  men  in  Travan- 
core  so  that,  they  may  continue  the  work  .  when  he  leaves  Travancore 
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Mb.  T.  K.  VEL'U  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumaiiyad) :  I 
wish  to  know  whether,  without  the  special  appointment  of  an  outsider, 
Government  will  not  be  able  to  place  these  records  in  order. 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  I. 
do  not  think  that  the  Government  will  be  able  to  do  so. 

Me.  M.  K.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  (Ckcngannur  cum  Pallanam- 
titta)  :  Is  indexing,  selecting,  and  printing  the  chief  work  of  the  special 
officer ? 

Me.  E-  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  Yes. 
Some  of  the  records  have  to  be  destroyed.  Important  papers  should 
be  selected  and  printed.  I  mean  all  these  items  of  work  should  be  done 
od  up-to-date  lines.  We  want  a  man  who  has  an  up-to-date  knowledge 
in  handling  old  records. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Chmvjamur  cum  Pattanam - 
titla):  Does  it  require  expert  knowledge? 

Mr.  R.-  KRISHNA  PILLAI.  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
IJxpert  knowledge  would-be  useful.  There  is  a  difference  between  a  lay 
man  doing  it  and  a  man  who  is  well- versed  in  the  system  of  record 
keeping  loing  it.  Mr.  Kumara  Pillai  seems  to  have  said  that  it  is  dis¬ 
creditable  to  the  Travancore  Government  to  go  in  for  an  outsider. 

Me.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (EranieJ  cum  Vilavankort)  :  stsnoob 
aJOGTOKalssa- (Stsee&m.v  gj.  elojodbsjloqto^  rulaifcnTligJigo'cqjo^  ctu1@§61 
aosso  0OQ,  a  moo; ictaorn sa  ong|(f>caje:^<nWlffl6  (amalls6)®(ts)  ol<ssn 

ru^aiOo  oo (Si  q  o  ■-'0  o^cemlcasiociii  owuldKiOfam  gosg-joOo  .  aooatam 

oolcn'ialedSasnslQJcm^  (dtoq_1(2ioooc9;Oo  a^omoscrh1  (Jtrooot  cuoswrmgf. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum,  cum  Nedumangad) ! 
May  I' know  what  is  the  status  of  the  officer  who  may  be  Reputed  to 
help  the  new  man,  if  one  is  going  to  be  appointed  ? 

Me,  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  ; 
He  must  come  and  be  consulted  before  anyone  is  appointed. 

Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Chcmtjanachery  cum  NiuacMl)':  Is  not 
the.  knowledge  of  the  vernaculars  of  the  country  necessary  ? 

Mr.  R.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
No.  We  are  not  dealing  with  the.  vernacular  records  at  all.  The 
records  relating  to' land  revenue  are  all  in  the  central  vernacular  records. . 
The  special  officer  is  not  to  be  asked  to  deal  with  the  vernacular  records. 

Mr.  J.  JpHN  NIDIEY  (Chcmganaclienj  cum  Minachil) :  Are 
not  vernacular  records-  very  important  ? 

Me.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Searatary.  to :  Government)  f 
Those  may  be  important  records,  but  they  are  not  to  be  -  taken  up  now-. 

.'  Mr./T.  K..VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  aim  Nedumangad)  :■  WiU 
it  .be  possible,  ta  appoint  a  man  from  outside  who  knows  English,  Mala- 
yalam  and  Tamil  ?  "  . 

.  Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  . to  Government )  :  In 
regard  to.  the  officer  ,  whom  it  is  proposed  to  get  down,  he  knows  Mala- 
y alarm  as  well.  We  have  been  getting:  down  experts  from  outside  a§ 
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pointed  out  by  Mi:.  George,  like  Mr.  Narayaua  Aiyangar  who  was  doing 
useful  work.  Though  a  retired  officer,  be  wits  able  to  oiler  very  valuable 
help  to  the  committee  appointed  for  looking  into  the  working  of  the 
Government  Press.  So  there  is  no  discredit  in  indenting  on  the  services 
of  an  officer  from  outside. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAB  ( Mavdikara ■  cum  K arU'kapaUi) :  May 
I  know  whether  the  system  introduced  in  .1921  covers  Malayalam  re- 
ords  also  7 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  1’ILLAI  {Ohk[f  Secretary  to  Government) :  Of. 
course,  Malayalam  records  may  also  be  brought  under  the  system. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  •  (Maodikara  cum  JutrUkapalli) :  Has 
any  attempt  boon  made  to  bring  it  under  that  system  V 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  -  (Chief  Secretary  lo  Uuoernment) : 
Subsequent  to  1921  we  have  very  little  Malayalam  correspondence. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  shall  now  put  this  motion  to  the  vote  of  the 
House. 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried,  27  voting'  for  and  Iff 
against. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  '■  I  demand  a  poll. 

A  poll  was  taken  with,  the  following  results: — 

AYES — 27. 


1.  Mr.  R.  Krishna  Pillai. 

2.  „  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 

3.  „  K.  George. 

4.  .,,  V.  Subba  Aiyar. 

5.  Rao  Bahadur  K.  V.  Rangaswami 

Aiyangar. 

(5,  Dewan  Bhadur  Dr.  P,  N.Laksh- 
manan. 

7.  Mr.  K.  V.  Natesa  Aiyar. 

8.  „  R.  Dhaitukoti  Pillai. 

9.  „  I.  C.  Cbacko.  ,■  . 

10.  „  W.  PI.  Pitt.  ' 

11.  „  A.  J,  Van  Ross. 

12.  ,,  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 

.  (Ay,  Director  of  Agriculture) 

13.  ,,  L.  C.  Hodgson. 


1 14.  „  M.  Baja  Baja  Varma. 
IS.  „  S.  C.  PI.  Robinson. 

Hi.  Mr.  T.  M.  Ghidambaratanu . 
Pillai. 

17.  „  C.  J.  Gurien. 

18.  „  Paul  V.  Daniel. 

19.  „  A.  Govinda  Menou, 

!  20.  M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai. 

|  21.  Bao  Bahadur  K.  A,  Krishna 
1  Aiyangar. 

22.  Mr.  T.  Lakshmana  Pillai. 

23.  ,,  P.  Paramesvaran. 

24.  „  L.  E.  Baja  Baja  Varma. 
25-  „  C.  Rainankunju. 

26.  „  Trivikramar  Vasudevar. 

27.  „  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai. 


NOES— 15. 

1.  Mr.  A.  Hoogewerf.  .1  S. 

2.  ,,  S.  Krishna  Aiyar, 

3.  „  N.  Kumaran. 

4.  „  V.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai. 

5.  Rev.  Fr.  Kuriakose  Vettik- 
’  kapalli. 

6. .Mr.  M.  B.  Madhava  Variar, 

7.  „  ■  K.  C,  Mammen 


9. 


13. 


15. 


Mr,  P.  K  Narayana  Pillai. 

„  -I.  John  Nidiry 
,,  M.  N.  Pillai. 
i,  Joseph  Panjikaran. 

„  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 
„  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

(Timvalla) 

j)  N.  Batnakrishna  Pillai, 

„  K.  Dominic  Toimnan. 


The  motion  was  declared  carried. 


DEMANDS  FOR  SUPPIiEMENTABY  GRANTS. 


447 


Demand  XII— Education. 

Mr.  Li.  C.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction)-,  Sir,  I  beg 
to  move  for  a  supplementary  grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  3,260  under  De¬ 
mand  1  XII-Education.  The  grant  is  in  two  parts — firstly  the  sum  of 
Es-  3,160  for  the  introduction  of  manual  training'  in  departmental 
English  Middle  Schools  for  boys,  and  secondly  Rs.  100  for  the  equali¬ 
sation  of  pay  of  the  senior  Pandits  in  the  Sanskrit  College. 

I  shall  speak  of  the  smaller  item  first.  The  situation  is  as  follows. 
There  are,  in  the  Sanskrit  College,  three  men  who  may  be  called  Senior  or 
Chief  Pandits  two  of  whom  are  on  a  scale  of  pay  from  Rs.  70-5/1-100 
while  the  third  gets  Rs.  50-5/1-70,  I  might  mention  that  the  Salaries 
Committee,  which  sat  two  or  three  years  ago,  recommended  that  these 
pandits  should  be  given  the  same  scale  of  pay,  but  when  the  reorganisation 
order  was  issued  by  the  Government,  a  departure  from  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  was  made,  as  I  just  mentioned  to  you,  by  which  two  of  the  senior 
pandits  are  on  the  higher  scale  of  pay  while  the  third  is  on  a  lower  scale. 
I  am  in  a  position  to  give  the  particular  reason  why  this  differentiation  was 
made.  But  I  have  considered  in  attempting  to  give  effect  to  it  that 
it  is  really  not  very  logical  because  these  three  pandits — all  of  them — 
do  work  of  an  entirely  parallel  nature.  They  are  in  charge  of  Tarka, 
Vyakarana,  and  Jyauhsha,  and  I  think  I  am  rigjh.fi  in  saying  that  the 
work  which  each  of  these  three  pandits  does  is  in  complete  equivalence 
with  the  work  done  by  the  other  two.  The  matter  has  come  ahead 
recently  because  it  is  very  difficult  now  to  decide' whom  to  appoint  in 
the  two.  vacancies  that '  exist.  We  have  two  senior  pandits,  and  a  chief 
Tarka  pandit.  The  posts  of  Vyakarana  and  JywuMsha  pandits  are  vacant. 
Men  have  been  acting  for  some  time  and  the  question  has  arisen  which 
of  the  two  is  to  be  given  the  Rs.  75-100  post. 

The  Principal  of  the  Sanskrit  College  pointed  out,  and  also  it  seemed 
to  me,  that  it  was  very  hard  that  one  of  these  persons  who  did  practically 
identical  work  with  the  others  should  not  be  given  a  similar  pay.  I 
placed  the  matter  before  the  Government  and  I  understand  that  the 
Government  discussed  it  with  the  Finance  Committee,  and  as  a  result  of 
the  decision  arrived  at  at  that  discussion,  I  beg  to  put.  this  motion  before 
this  House,  viz.,  that  the  three  Pandits  for  Jyautisha,  Vyakarana,  and 
Tarka  in  the  Sanskrit  College  whose  work  is  exactly  similar  he  placed 
in  the  same  scale  of  Rs.  70-5/1-100. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ghengmmr  cum  Pattanam- 
titta) :  May  I  know  which  of  the  pandits  has  got  the  longer  service  ? 

Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (.Director  of  Public  Instruction):  You 
mean  which  of  the  two  ? 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Cheng  amur  cum  Pattamm- 
titta)  »  Yes. 

Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director ^  of  Public  Instruction) :  _  No  one 
has  been  appointed  to  the  post.  It  is  an  independent  question  as  to 
What  particular  individual  is  going  to  be  appointed.  The  question  now  is. 
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whether  the  three  posts  cannot  be  brought  under  the  same  cadre  because 
the  work. of  all  of  them. is  identically  of  the  same  nature. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (f!ha-ngamcltert/  emu  Minachil)  :  .Do 
they  require  the  same  qualification  ? 

Mr.  L.  HODGSON  (l)im-.hr  „f  Public  Instruction)  :  The 
qualifications  required  for  the  three  posts  are  similar. 

.  Mr.  ,T.  JOHN  NIDIRY  {Vhcmymmchcru  mu.t  Minachil) :  Of  the 
two  acting  men,  who  lias  got  the  bettor  qualification  ? 

PRESIDENT;  1  do  not  think  that  the  question  arises.  What 
Mr.  Hodgson  wants  is  that  tho  pay  of  the  pandits  should  be  equalised 
because,  their  work  is  the.  same-  identical  or  parallel. 

Mr.  L.  C,  HODGSON  (Director  of  Vuhliv.  Instruction) :  The 
question,  which  man  possesses  which  qualification,  docs  not  arise.  That 
will  have,  to  be.  considered  by  the  Government  when  the  appointments 
are  permanently  filled, 

Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Ghaiujanaclieri /  cum  Mime  In!) :  Does 
it  mean  that  for  the  three  places  the  same  qualifications  will  do? 

Mb.  L.  0.  HODGSON  {Director  o  f  Public  .Instruction). :  I  am  not 
speaking  of  qualifications. 

Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (VluMjanachery  earn  Minachil) :  Quali¬ 
fication  is  a  necessary  criterion  in  filling  uprthe  posts.  It  will  have  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  when  the  appointments  are  made. 

PRESIDENT :  These  three  places  require  proficiency  in  different 
brandies  of  knowledge,  viz.,  Tarku.  Vyakarana  and  Jijautisha.  Those 
who  are  qualified  in  these  Respective  branches  will-  have  to  be  appointed 
in  these  three  respective  posts.  - 

Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY'  ( Ghanganiiclwry  cum  Minachil):  Are 
these  subjects  of  great  difficulty  ?  I  mean, •■whether  one  is  move  difficult 
than  the  .other  ?  . 

PRESIDENT  :  The  Principal  6f  the  Sanskrit  College  says  that 
they  are  posts  ;  the  qualifications  required  for. which  are  more  or  less 
parallel  and  of  the  same  degree. 

Mb.  In  G.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction) ;  They  are 
all  exactly  on  a. par,.- and  1  believe  that  all  the  three  require  precisely 
similar  qualifications.  ' 

P>  K-  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  :  Is: it  to. get 
rid  of  the  inequality  in  the  pay,  of  these  three  posts  that  the  present 
proposal  is  made  ? 

-  .  Ma.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  .PubUcJnstriietion ) :  Yes. 

Mr.  P,  K„  NARAYANA  .PILLAI  (Amhaiapuzha)  :  If  that  is 
g<ys  there  anjr  objection  to  reduce  the  jpay  of  Ike  others  ? (Laughter.) 
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Mb.  L.  C.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction ):  At 
present  there  are  two  grades  in  one  of  which  the  pay  rises  to  Rs.  100, 

Mr,  P-  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapusfwh  What  I  say 
is  that  when  this  falls  vacant  opportunity  may  .be  taken  to  reduce  tire 
pay/ 

Mb.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Imlmctim) :  One 
man  is  permanent  and  he  can  legitimately  complain.  That  is  all  that  I 
have  to  say  in  regard  to  this  item. 

Mb.  M,  N,  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Will.  Mr.  Hodgson  be  able 
to  say  why  some  of  the  pandits  were  not  paid  for  some  months  •? 

PRESIDENT:  That  does  not  arise  here  at  all.  ( Lmigftter..) 

Mb.  T.  K.  YELL  PILLAI  (Trimndmin  etiin  NeihimmujmT) :  I 
rise  to  support-  -■ 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Hodgson  has  not  finished  his  speech.  He 
has  dealt  with  only  one  of  the  items.  Yen  may  speak,  Mr.  Hodgson, 
about  the  other  item. 

Mb.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instritr-iion) :  The 
second  proposal  is  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  Rs.  3,100  for  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  manual  training  in  departmental  English  Middle  Schools  fur 
Boys.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary.  Sir,  that  I  should  dilate  at  any  great 
length  on  the  value  of  the  subject  of  manual  training  which  has  been 
introduced  in.  quite  a  large  number  of  schools  in. the  State  now.  Begin- 
-  ning  with  the  Training-  College  for  some  years,  Mi’.  Green’s  work — the 
*  Organiser’s  work — was,  about  five  or  six.  years  ago,  extended  to  the 
Vernacular  Middle  Schools  in  the  State.  Ten  English  School  Leaving 
.  Certificate  holders  were  selected  from  the  English  Schools  and  specially 
trained  as  instructors  of  manual  training  and  posted  to  the  ten  Verna¬ 
cular  Training  Schools  that  we  have  ,  in  the  department.  There  they 
trained  the  teachers  of  the  Training  Schools  and  the  pupils  of 
the  practising  classes  and  they  trained  each  year  a  select  number  of 
.  fifty  vernacular  school  teachers  for  the  whole  year  to  become  instructors 
.in  . manual  training.  These  fifty  men  were  posted  to  Vernacular 
Middle  -Schools.  Now  we  have  reached  a  position  in  which  not  all,,  but 
.  very. nearly,  all,  the  Vernacular  Middle  Schools  are  supplied  with  these 
'  teachers.  I  may  say  that  185  Vernacular  Schools  are  supplied  with 
Manual  Training  teacher’s  and  that  there  are  only  25  more  remaining 
to  be  supplied  with  these  teachers.  Now  the  question  arises  as  to,  when 
we  approach  the  time  when  we  shall  have  trained'  all  the  necessary 
Instructors  for  Vernacular  Middle  -  Schools,  what  we  are  going  to  do 
with  these  ten  undergraduate  teachers.  The  original  idea  Was  that, 
when  they  had  finished  training  the  necessary  number  of  instructors 
for  the  Vernacular .  Middle  Schools  thoir  services  should  be  utilised  for 
introducing  manual  training  in  English .  Middle  Schools.  .We.'  have 
now  come  to  a  time  when  .they  are  no  longer  necessary  for  training 
<s  special  instructors  for  vernacular  schools  and  their  services  may  very 
well  be  used  for  introducing  manual  training  in  ten  of  the  English 
Middle -Schools  conducted  by  the  department. 
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[Mr.  L.  0.  Hodgson.] 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIEY  (Gh-imgaimlmn  cum  MinacJi-M) :  May 
I  have  some  idea  of  the  sort  of  training  that  is  being  given  ? 

Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public.  hmkuction) :  I  would 
refer  Mr.  Nidify  to  the  volume  of  educational  hand-work  in  manual 
training  which  has  been  compiled  by  Mr.  Green,  the  Organiser  of  Manual 
Training  in  Travaiioore,  which  gives  a  full  account  of  it. 

Mr.-.J.  JOHN  NIDIEY  (('hmijtt mu-hem  c»utn  Mitm-hUy.  I  want 
only  some  rough  idea. 

PRESIDENT :  If  lie  is  to  describe  the  nature  of  the  manual 
training  in  detail,  we  will  have  to  extend  the  time  allotted  to  him.  If 
the  House  has  no  objection,  he  may  describe  it. 

Mr.  Tj.  G.  HODGSON  {Director  oj  Public.  Instruction)  :  Manual 
training  as  introduced  in  schools  of  general  education  has  two  func¬ 
tions — the  primary  or  the  main  function  and  the  secondary  or  tlfe 
subordinate  function.  The  main  function  of  it  is  the  progressive 
development  of  accuracy,  precision  and  thoroughness  by  a  combination 
of  ocular  observation  and  manipulative  skill.  That  is  the  chief  reason 
for  which  it  has  been  introduced  in  many  schools  as  a  means  of  training 
the  mind — not  so  much  the  hand — to  habits  of  precision  and  thorough¬ 
ness.  But  there  is  tile  secondary  function  which  may  be  called  the 
by-product  of  manual  training  and  which  has  its  own  use.  That  is, 
it  does  give  the  pupil  a  certain  amount— a  fairly  large  amount — 
of  skill,  nimbleness  of  hand  and  quickness  of  eye.  Those  are  the  two 
functions  from  the  educational  point  of  view.  The  second  is  what  I  des¬ 
cribed  as  a  by-product  of  the  manual  training  and  it  has  a  decided  value. 
If  a  boy  leaves  a  Middle  School  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  having  undergone 
manual  training,  and  if  he  turns  to  some  industrial  or  technical  occupa¬ 
tion,  he  ’will  have  been  trained  to  make  skilful  use  of  his  hands. 
That  is  a  very  valuable  asset.  I  do  not  think  I  need  say  more  to  answer 
Mr.  Nidiry's  question.  I  may  say  that  ,  one  of  the  chief  features  of 
this  work  is  its  variety  and  it  is  this  variety  which  stimulates  activity, 
arouses  interest,  fosters  development  and  sharpens  the  intellect.  One 
other  feature  is  that  it  gives  a  welcome  relaxation  to  the  drier  subjects, 
if  I  may  say  so,  of  history  and  geography  or  any  subject  which  the 
pupil  may  not  have  very  great  partiality  for. 

The  proposal  is  that  the  ten  undergraduates  who  were  some  years 
ago  specially  trained  to  be  posted  to  ten  Vernacular  Training 
Schools  should  as  they  are  not  specially  wanted  for  that  purpose,  he  now 
posted  to  ten  out  of  the  twenty -two  Departmental  English  Middle 
Schools  to  introduce  the  subject  there.  Secondly  ten  of  the  trained 
Vernacular  Higher  Instructors  from  the  Middle  Schools  should  be  posted 
to  these  ten  Training  Schools  to  replace  the  ten  undergraduates  who 
will  be  taken  away  from  there,  after .  two  months’  training  in  the 
Training  College.  L  want  to  explain  that.  We  are  taking  away  the  ten  ♦ 
undergraduates  because  we  do  not  want  the  training  for  the  special 
instructors.  At  the  same  time,  manual  training  is  an  integral  part  of 
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biie  training  in  tile  Training  School.  We  require  teachers  there  to  train 
all  the  teachers  who  come  there,  from  Government  as  well  as  private 
schools.  And  we  cannot  do  without  manual  training.  We  propose  to 
take  away  the  original  ten  undergraduates  and  we  propose  to  replace 
them  by  ten  of  the  “Vernacular  Higher”  men  and  give  them  special 
training  in  February  and  March  under  the  Organiser  in.  tlio  Training 
College.  Another  proposal  in  asking  for  the  grant  is  that  twelve  more 
undergraduates  should  be  selected  from  the  English  Schools  and  sent  to 
the  Training  College  for  one  year’s  instruction  in  manual  training  after 
which  they  will  be  posted  to  the  other  twelve  English  Middle  Schools  so 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  introduce  manual  training  into  all  the  English 
Middle  Schools  under  the  department.  Later  on  wo  hope  to  concert 
measures  for  introducing  the  subject  in  all  High.  School  forms  as  well. 

I  will  now  go  into  the  details  of  the  figures.  I  ask  for  a  sum  not 
•exceeding  Its.  3,1(10.  •  The  pay  and  deputation  allowance  of  the  ten 
teachers  for  the  special  course  of  training  in  February  and  March  will 
come  roughly  to  Its.  500.  The  travelling  allowance  for  the  same  would 
be  about  Bs.  TOO.  The  initial  cost  of  Rs,  200  per  school  will  make  it 
Bs,  2,000  for  the  ten  schools.  .  The  recurring  cost  of  Bs.  100  for  two 
months  will  be  Its.  200.  That  works  out  to  Bs.  2,800.  In  addition  to 
this  ,  a  sum  of  Its.  300  will  be  required  for  the  pay  for  one  month  of  the 
teachers  who  will  undergo  training  in  the  next  school  year  and  Bs.  (10 
on  account  of  their  travelling  allowance.  The  total  comes  to  Bs.  3,160, 
One  other  thing.  I  should  like  to  say.  An  objection  may  be  made 
that.  this. demand  should  have' been  brought  up  at  the  time  of  the  budget. 

'  I  may  say  that  it  is  very  difficult,  in  the  .educational  budget  to  foresee  and 
provide  for  all  possible  and  probable  things  for  the  simple  reason  that  the 
school  year  does  not  coincide  with  the  financial  year.  The  begining  of  the 
school  year  coincides  with  the  fag  end  of  the  financial  year.  The  finan¬ 
cial  year  begins  after  the  schools  have  got  into  working  order.  It  is  very 
difficult  thus  to  foresee  in  Chingam  what  we  may  necessarily  require  in 
the  following  Edavam.  We  do  foresee  in  many  _  cases  and  provide  for 
additional  amounts  in  the  budget,  as  for  additional  teachers, 
■additional' classes  and  division  of  classes  for  the  months  from  Edavam 
to  Karkatakam  in  the  current  year’s  budget.  But  this  matter  of  intro¬ 
ducing  manual  training  in  schools  is  a  thing  with  which  we  could  not  pos¬ 
sibly  deal  in  all  its  details  before  the  time  of  the  last  brtdget;  In.  order  to 
bring  forward  a  proposition  of  this  kind,  which  may  seem  simple  enough, 
there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  done.  First  of  all,  the  Organiser  in.  Manual 
Training  has- to  -submit  his  proposals. .  These  proposals  have  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  and  sent  up  to  Government,,  and,  later  on,  the  Government 
consult  the  Finance  Committee  about  the  proposals.  All.  .this.Takes  ; 
time.  Hence  it  was  not  possible  to  bring  this  matter  before  the  budget, 
meeting  in  last  July.  .  A 'i-y 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAEIAK  (Chenycmmr  cum  l}aiana>niitto)i 
May  I  know  whether  there  are  now  no  teachers  in  the  English  Schools 
having  a  knowledge  of  manual  training  ? 
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[President.] 

Mu,.  L.  0.  HODGSON  {Diw-b>>'  of  1’uhlk  I'mlmotion) :  They 
know  it  to  a  certain  extent.  Every  trained  teacher  knows  something  of. 
it.  A.1I  those  who  go  to  the  Training  Schools, — graduates  who  are  trained 
for  L.  T.  and  the  undergraduates  who  undergo  training— all  these  do  get 
a  kind  of  knowledge  in  manual  training,  but  I  cannot  say  that  they  have 
been  so  specially  trained  as  to  become;  qualified  for  being  instructors  in 
manual  training.  There  is  a  great  difference  between  being  an  instruc¬ 
tor,  hr.,  a,  man  who  has  had  a  special  course  of  training  for  becoming  a 
teacher  and  one  wire  lias  merely  a  knowledge  of  the  subject.  If 
a  man  has  some  knowledge  of  the  subject  lie  will  be  able  to  help  to. 
teach,  it.  The  other  day  I  weut  to  a  school  at  Chennittala  and  I  found 
that  the  manual  training  instructor  was  absent  and  that  his  work  was 
bcing;done  by  the  Drill  Master  who  bad  picked  up  some  knowledge 
of  it.  Mr.  Greon  was  there  with  me  and  he  informed  me  that  the  man* 
was  teaching  the  subnet  fairly  satisfactorily. 

Mu.  T.  K.  VJBLU  PILLAI  ^frmindmm- cum  Nedumaiujud ):  Sir, 
the  definition  given  by  Mr.  Hodgson  of  manual  training  is  so  well  framed 
that  if  a  candidate  for  an  examination  picks  it  up  and  gi  vesit  a  place  in  his 
answer  book  he  would  get  very  high  marks  even  though  the  examiner  is 
Mr.  Hodgson  himself.  It  is  so  clear,  so  convincing,  so  precise,  and  so 
alluring  that  no  one  in  this  House  requires  any  further-  knowledge  of 
manual  training  even  in  case  he  did  not  possess  any  knowledge  before 
this.  :  We  are  all  looking  forward  to  the  future  of  Travancore  as  an 
industrial,  nation,  and  without  manual  training  nothing  can  be  done. 
’The  eye -has  to  work  along  with  the  hand,  and  both  of  them  have  to 
work  in  conformity  with  the  brain  so  that  manual  training  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

It  is  in  regard  to  the  other  portion  of  the  motion  that  1  wish  to 
place  a  few  observations  before  the  House.  l  am  glad  that  the  first’ ray. 
that  will  illumine  the  gloom  .Jras ■  dawned  and  lam  glad  that  the  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Public  Instruction  has  discovered  that  logic  requires  that  the  three 
pandits  in  the  Sanskrit  College  sbouklbe  put  on  the  same  rank.  He  said 
that  they  were  all  of  them  doing  precisely  the  very  same  kind  of  work. 
,1am  quoting  his  own  words  “the  same  kind,  of  work.”  And  logic  requires 
that  all  the  three  who  teach [Tarkci,  Vydkaram  and  JyauUsha  .dhfiXtiA  be 
paid  similarly.  I  have  absolutely  no  complaint  against  it  and.  I  welcome 
the  proposal. .  But  I  only  want  that  Mr.  Hodgson  will  take  into  consi-. 
deration  the' claims  of  other  educational  institutions  as  well. .  l  am  refer-., 
ring  to  His  Highness  the  Maha  -Baja’s  College;  for  Boys  whore  there,  are  ■ 
Professors,  Lecturers,  and  .  Tutors  in  certain  subjects.  There  are1  Profes- , 
sprs,  and  more  than  one,  in  certain  subjects— , 

1J  RESIDENT  :  It  does  not  arise  now. 

;  Ms.  T.  K.  WELTI  .PILLAI  (TnMitdnmi'mm -JHediiimngaii'l -  By 
Wtcy  of  analogy,  it  is  of  some  importance, 

PRESIDENT  That  question  is  not  before  the  House. 
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Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  ( Direc  tor  of  public  Instruction) :  It  is  more 
than  an  analogy.  He  wants  the  equalising  the  pay  of  the  Professors  of 
the  College,  and  wants  me  to  take  that  into  consideration. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (: Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  Not 
that,  though  that  is  also  equally  urgent.  My  point  is  this:  Mr.  Hodgson 
observes .  that  Tarka  and  Vyakarana  stand  on  the  same  Mooting, 
and  I  say  that  Sanskrit  and  English  stand  on  the  same  footing  also.  Now, 
there  is  a  kind  of  parsimony  which  always  weighs  with  the  Director  of 
Public  Instruction  and  the  Government  in  considering  the  claims  of  San¬ 
skrit.  We  hear  so  much  said  about  Indian  culture.  I  do' not  know  how 
Indian  culture  can  be  encouraged  in  a  State  like  Travancore  where  an 
enlightened  line  of  Malia  Bajas  who  have  done. much 'for  Sanskrit  and  the 
vernaculars,  if  in  premier  institutions  like  our  College  there  should  be 
this  difference  in  the  treatment  of  English  and  Sanskrit. 

PBESIDENT  :  This  question  does  not  arise.  I  am  afraid  what 
you  say  is  not  relevant  to  the  point  before  the  House. 

’  MR.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) : 

X  quite  see  the  point.  What  I  say  is  that  our  action  is  to  be 
-o-uided  by  certain  principles.  The  question  is  whether  it  is  logical. 

PBESIDENT:  Do  you  support  the  motion  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
Perfectly  so.  I  strengthen  the  logic  by  similar  circumstances.  I  do  not 
want  to  say  anything  more  on  the  subject.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the 
Director's  attention  has  been  directed  by  the  condition  of  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  Sanskrit  Pandit  whq  gets  less  pay  in  the  self-same  institution  than 
others  who  do  the  same  kind  of  work.  . 

Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction)::  y  l  do  not 
think  I  need  say  anything  more  in  regard  to  the  subject.  I  trust  that' 
all  the  members  will  support  this  motion  and  that  they  will,  agree 
with  me  in  thinking  that  manual,  training  is  an  exceedingly  valuable 
adjunct  to  general  education.  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  have  the 
support  of  those  members  of  this  House  who  are  members  of  ■  the 
University  Committee  who,  when  we  were. holding  our  meetings  at  the 
Training  College,  visited  Mr.  Green’s  room  and  saw  for  themselves  the 
kind  of  work  he  is  doing.  I  only  wish  that  all  the  other  members  of . 
this  House  had  seen  what  Mr.  Green  has  been  doing  there.;  for  then  I 
am  sure  this  motion  would  be  carried  unanimously. 

.  PBESIDENT  :  May  I  take  it  that  this  motion  is  accepted  by  the 
House. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried.  ; 

The  grant  was  made. 

:  ■  Demand  XIII— Agriculture. 

Mr.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  and  Fish  eries) ;  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  for  a  grant  n at  exceeding  Bs.  68J 
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on  account  of  the  transfer  of  the  apicultnral  branch  of  the  Department  of 
Industries  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The  amount  required 
can.  be  provided  by  diversion  from  Demand  XIV  to  Demand  XIII.  In 
the  last  budget  meeting  of  the  Council,  two  non -official  members 
pointed  out  that  apiculture  is  more  allied  to  agriculture  than  to  indus¬ 
tries.  The  Director  of  Industries  also  expressed  the  same  opinion.  So, 
the  Government  have  transferred  the  apicnltural  section  from  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Industries  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  What  is  now 
wanted  is  only  a  diversion  of  funds  provided  in  tire  budget  for  the 
Industrial  Department  to  the  budget  of  the  Agricultural  Department. 

PRESIDENT :  May  I  take  it  that  the  House  accepts  the  motion  ? 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried. 

The  grant  was  made. 

Demand  XIV. — Industries. 

Mr.  I.  G.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries):  Sir,  I  beg  to  move 
for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Its.  15,000  under  Demand  XIV  for  the 
purchase  of  a  power-driven  drill  for  deep  boring.  The  provision 
for  this  is  necessitated  by  various  circumstances.  Some  time  ago 
the  Director  of  Agriculture  recommended  to  the  Government  that  steps 
should  be  taken  for  cultivating  the  arid  lands  that  lie  near  the  Aramboiy 
Pass.  .The  geologist  of  the  Industrial  Department  was  deputed 
to  make  a  special  survey  of  the  tract  with  a  view  to  find  out  the 
possibilities  of  working  the  lands  with  underground  water.  The 
Aramboiy  tract  consists  of  crystalline  rocks  and  it  is  not  possible  to  predict 
from  a  mere  superficial  survey  whether  underground  water  can  be  had- 
in  abundance.  It  is  possible  that  we  may  discover  'water-bearing 
fissures  and  it  has  to  be  ascertained  by  actual  boring  if  such  fissures  do 
exist  there.  The  Director  of  Agriculture  has  said:  that,  if  water  can  be. 
supplied,  those  lands  can  be  utilised  for  growing  fruit  trees  and  vegetables 
and  various  other  crops. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAB(C/ie»|7«)!«iM'  cum  PattanamUtta): 
May  I  know  the  extent  of  land -available  there  for  cultivation  ? 

Mb.- I  G.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries)-:  The  extent  on  the 
northern  side  of  the  road  from  the  Aramboiy  •  chowkey  to  the  frontier, 
where  irrigation  is  most  wanted  is,  I. understand,  'from  the  geologist’s 
report,  about,  one  and  a  half  square  miles. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated) :  Was  the  survey  suggested 
by  the  Director  of  Agriculture  ?  .  . 

PRESIDENT  :  He  did  not  suggest  any  survey. 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries ):  At  the  last 
budget  session  there  was  a  suggestion  from  the  other  side  of  the  House 
that  boring  experiments  should  be  conducted  near  Alleppey  for  ascertain-' 
'  ing  whether  -there  are  petroleum  reservoirs  at  that  place.  For. 

.will "be'-  very  useful.  Recently  we  sent 
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some  samples  of  lignite  to  the  Imperial  Institute  for  investigation. 
These  samples  were  taken  from  the  lignite  exposed  at  the  beach  at 
Varkalai.  The  Imperial  Institute  has  requested  that  more  represent¬ 
ative  samples  should  be  obtained  and  sent  for  investigation.  That  can 
be  doimmore  cheaply  with  the  help  of  a  boring  machine  and  for  that 
purpose  also  a  drill  is  necessary. 

Me.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  V ARIAB  (C hengannur  cum  Pattaiumtitta)-. 
Who  will  he  in  charge  of  this  drilling  machine  ? 

Me,  I-  0.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries)  :  The  Industrial 
Engineer  will  be  in  charge  of  this  machine. 

This  demand  of  Es.  15,000  is  for  the  purchase  of  the  drill  and  it  is 
expected  that  we  might  be  able  to  get  it  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
Further  provision  has  to  be  made  for  running  charges  which  will  not 
exceed  Es.  3,000  per  year. 

,  Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAB  (Maoelikam  cum  KaHihapaUi)  :  May 
I  know  whether  any  inquiries  have  been  made  and  quotations  secured 
from  any  firm '? 

Mb.  I.  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries ) :  Yes.  We  have 
obtained  some  quotations, 

Me.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAE  ( Macelikam  cum  KartikapalLi) :  May 
I  know  the  names  of  some  of  those  firms  ? 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO ' (Director  of  Industries) :  We  have  quotations 
from  the  makers  themselves.  Calyx  Drill  :  maximum,  depth  capacity — 
800  feet  ;  diameter  of  bore  hole  7"  Price.  Es.  12,500,  F.  O.  R.  Bom¬ 
bay.  .  (Ingersoll  Band  Co.,  London.J  The  estimate  of  Es.  15,000  is  for 
delivery  in  Trivandrum  and  includes  other;  incidental  expenditure; 
We  have  not  decided  which  kind  of  drill  has  to  be  got  down. 

"Me.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VARIAB  (G  hengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  :  Can  we  get  any  cheaper  drill  ? 

MR.  I.  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries) :  A  cheaper  drill 
will  be  shorter. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikcrn  cum  Ettwnamtr) : 
May  I  know  whether  there  is  any  urgency  in  the  matter  of  boring?. 

Mr.  I.  ,C.  CHACKO  (Dir color  of  Industries)  :  The  urgency  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  question  of  getting  the  work  done- 

PRESIDENT  :  We  have  sent  samples  of  lignite  to  the  Imperial 
Institute.  If  we  do  not  want  further  investigations,  in  the  matter,  the 
drill  need  not  be  purchased  now.  May  I  take  it  that  the  House.'  ac¬ 
cepts  the  grant. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghenganmir  cum  Pattanam- 
titta ) :  1  oppose  the  motion.  r  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  urgency  for 
getting  down  the  drill  at  this  time,  and  the  cost  is  also  very  prohibitive. 
Mr.  Chack.0  tells  us  that  he  wants  this  drill  to  get  some  lignite  to  be 
sent  to  the  Imperial  Institute. . 
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PRESIDENT  :  That  is  not  the  only  object. 

Mb.  M,  R.  MADITAVA  VARIAR  (Ghen. gaunur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  :  He  also  said  that  this  was  wanted  to  know  whether  there  is  water 
in  the  arid  regions  near  Aiumboly.  That  is  only  for  an  experiment  and 
the  experiment  can  very  well  wait.  It  is  not  very  urgent.  So  I  oppose 
the  motion. 

Me.  P.  II.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (dmbalapu-zha):  I  too  beg  to 
oppose  the  demand.  The  special  necessity  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Chacko 
has  reference  to  two  centres — one  at  Aramboly  where,  he  says, 
the  particular  engine  is  likely  to  benefit  an  area  of  about  a  square  mile 
and  a  half.  The  necessity  otherwise  referred  to  was  in  connection 
with  some  boring  to  be  conducted  at  Alleppey.  It  was  further  pointed 
out  that  this  question  was  brought  for  war'd  by  this  side  of  the  House 
at  the  last  budget  session.  But  when  this  was  brought  forward 
Mr.  Chacko  pooh-poohed  the  idea  and  maintained  that,  there  was  no 
possibility  of  any  petroleum  anywhere  near  the  Pallatturutti  river  at 
all.  I  recollect  distinctly  that  the  Deputy  President  was.  equally  keen 
on  the  subject.  He  based  his  arguments  on  an  article  in  the  Indian 
.  Review  to  which  very  serious  objection  was  taken  by  Mr.  Chacko. 
Now  when  he  slily  conies  and  says  that  there  is  possibility  of  finding 
petroleum  near  the  Pallatturutti  river  by  the  introduction  of  this  drill, 
one  feels  rather  inclined  to  suspect  the  whole  scheme. 

Then  the  other  benefit  likely  .  to  result  is  with  respect  to  the 
area  of  a  square  mile  and  a  half  somewhere  near  the  frontier.  And  for 
this  purpose  of  making  an  experiment,  whether  this  item  of  Rs.  15,000 — 

Mb.  I,  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries) :  The  area  that 
could  be  irrigated  is  2,500  acres. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Awbalapazha) :  You  wish  to 
make  an  amendment  to  the  prior  .figure  given.  The  area  may  be  ex¬ 
tending  {laughter')  while  the  drill  is  on  its  way  this  side.  I  am  sure  the 
benefit  will  be  increasing.  All  that  I  can  say  is  that  the  whole  question 
vests  on  a  boring  speculation.  Mr.  Chacko  himself  is  not  prepared  to 
say  whether  he  has  utilised  any  machinery  of  this  kind. 

'PRESIDENT:  You  have  not  given. him  one. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambttlapuzhu)  :  Is  he  in  a 
..position  to  give  Us  an  assurance  that  such  and  such  benefit  would  accrue, 
provided  he  is  supplied' with  a  machine  of  this  kind. 

PRESIDENT  :  This  is  for  an  experiment  and  experiment  only 
from  beginning  to  end. 

Me.  P.  K,  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapnzha ) :  If  it  is  only  a 
question  of  boring  experiment,  if  no  assurance  as  to  benefit  can  be  indi¬ 
cated,  then,  at  least  .for  some  of  us,,  it  is.  very  ^difficult  to  support  the 
demand. 
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Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAE  ( Maodikara  emu  Kartikapalli) :  I 
support  Mr.  Chacko,  but  on  an  entirely  different  ground.  When  our 
Deputy  President,  at  the  budget  session,  referred  to  the  possibility  of 
discovery  of  petroleum  in  Travancore,  as  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai 
pointed  out,  Mr.  Chacko  pooh-poohed  the  idea.  Later  theories  have 
justified  the  Deputy  President’s  pronouncement  on  that  occasion.  The 
latest  pronouncement  upon  that  subject — and  I  believe  Mr.  Chacko  is 
aware  of  it — is  that,  where  there  is  lignite  formation,  at  or  near  the  place 
where  it  ends,  kerosine  oil  or  mineral  oil  is  likely  to  be  discovered.  The 
Varkala  formation,  as  Mr-  Chacko  says,  ends  somewhere  near  Nindakarai. 
Atornear  that  place,  mineral  oil  is  likely  to  be  discovered.  No  doubt,  on  the 
last  occasion  Mr.  Chacko  criticised  the  views  of  Mr.  Krishna .  Aiyangar 
and  said  that  the  theory  that  there  is  oil  where  troubled  waters 
are  still,  is  merely  imaginary.  But,  now,  the  latest  theory  on  that 
subject  has  justified  the  Deputy  President’s  view.  Therefore,  if  only 
jVIr.  Chacko  tries  and  drills  and  experiments  to  find  out  oil  near  where 
the  lignite  ends,  I  believe  he  will  be  able  to  discover  it.  On  these 
grounds,  I  beg  to  support  the  motion. 

Mr  T,  K,  VELU  PILLAI'  ( Trimnclnm  cum  Nedumcmgad) : 
.Boring  appears  to  me  to  be  a  matter  of  fact  and  not  a  proper  subject 
for  discourse.  But  the  boring  contemplated  by  the  Director  of  Indus¬ 
tries  is  the  scientific  boring,  for  which  absolute  necessity  has  been  made 
out.  Some  of  us  on  this  side  of  the  House  feel  the  difficulty  to  accept 
statements  as  to  the  success  of  experiments  being  conducted  in  Tra¬ 
vancore  by  the  Development 1  Departments.  In  the  Popular  Assembly, 
Sir,  I  have  time  and  again  mentioned  the  short  life-bistory  of  a  traction 
engine  and  a  saw  mill.  Large  sums  of  money  had  been  expended  upon 
them,  and  nobody  knows  how  much  benefit  the  Travancore  Government 
or  the  people  got  from  the  purchase  of  these  costly  appliances.  I  trust 
that  the  boring  instrument  now  under  contemplation  will  have  a  better 
future  than  its  companions.  We  require  a  drill  of  that  kind  because 
we  have  got  Development  Departments.  We  have  got  the  Agricultural 
Department,  we  have  the  Industrial  Department  and  the  Geological 
Department.  I  dare  say  Mr.  Chacko,  though  now  the  Director  of 
Industries,  has  not  forgotten  liis  geology.  Therefore  deep  boring  is 
necessary  in  the  case  of  the  Travancore  Government,  if  it  wants  to  get. 
some  benefit  on  the  money  expended  upon  the  two  scholars  who.  were: 
sent  to  England  to  study  Geology.  It  is  not  only  the  geologist  that 
wants  the  drill  ;4he  engineer  wants  it  ;  the  roaduiaker  wants  it;  the 
man  who  looks  for  a  perennial  supply  of  water  wants  it.  And,  when 
so  many  experiments  in  all  these  directions  are.  going  on  in  Travan¬ 
core,  how  these  experiments  can  go  on  without  a  machine  of  this 
kind  passes  one’s  comprehension.  It  will  be  well  and.:  good  if  the 
drill  by  acute  boring  takes  us  to  a  bed  of  gold;  It  may  be  good  enough 
if  we  find  ourselves  where,  there  is  plenty  of  petroleum. Even  if  we  are 
not  . going  to  be  so  .lucky,  in  any  case,  we  should  not  altogether  stop  our 
activities  in  our  scientific  experiments  in  Travancore.  Hence,  l  am 
very , glad  to  support  the  motion  before  the  House. 
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Mu.  A.  HOOGE  WERE  (Nominated) :  I  do  not  want  to  bore 
this  House  with  a  long  speech.  (Laugh  f/r.)  I  have  not  made  up  my 
mind  to  support  or  to  vote  against  the  motion.  Mr.  Chacko’s  short 
speech  did  not  explain  matters  fully.  I  am  not  quite  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  this  boring  experiment.  I  hope  he  will  give  us 
further  details.  He  spoke  about  the  Aramboly  area  and  said  that 
the  conditions  there  do  not  exactly  admit  of  experiments  being  made  to 
ascertain  whether  there  is  water.  With  regard  to  the.  petroleum  at 
Alleppey,  some  investigations  have  to  be  made  before  deciding  to  purchase 
an  expensive  drill.  We  want  more  definite  statements  from  Mr.  Chacko. 
Of  course,  he  cannot  dogmatically  tell  us  whether  we  arc  sure  to 
find  mineral  oil  there  or  not.  His  statements  are  rather  vague. 
Before  we  enter  into  experiments  of  tills  kind,  I  think  an  investi¬ 
gation  is  necessary-  I  hope  Mr.  Chacko  will  convince  us  that  there 
is  absolute  need,  as  also  urgency,  in  order  to  show  why  wo  should  not 
wait  till  the  next  budget  meeting. 

Mb.  I.  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  industrial') :  I  have  to  correct 
the  impression  .which  I  seem  to  have  produced  on  the  House  by  my  first 
speech.  It  appears  that  I  said  that  the  drill  could  be  useful  only  for 
irrigating  the  lands  at  Aramboly.  The  correspondence  before  me  refers 
only  to  the  Aramboly  area.  But  I  consulted  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  on  the 
subject  subsequently  and  he  said  that  in  Iiunnatnad  there  are  vast  areas 
which  stand  in  need  of  irrigation.  There  are  other  taluks  also  where 
the  existence  of  water  has  to  be  proved.  The  drill  may  have  to  be 
utilised  thssre  also.  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  wanted  me  to  assure  him 
whether  I  could  find  water  at  Aramboly  or  in  any  other  place.  But,  as 
I  have  said,  it  is  merely  for  an  experiment.  The  superficial  geological 
indications  do  not  give  any  conclusive  answer  on  the  subject.  I  have  to 
find  it  out  by  actual  boring. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated):  Has  any  investigation 
been-  made  on  the  surface  to  show  if  water  can  be  found  underneath  ? 

Mb.  I.  C.  CHACKO.  (Dircetor.of  Industries)  :  That  there  is  water 
underground  is  quite  certain.  I  am  not  sure  whether  there  is  sufficient, 
water  underground  at  that  particular  locality. 

Mb,  T.  K  VBLU  PILLAI  (Tr ivamlrwm  cum  Nedumangad):  I 
wish  to  know  whether,  at  any  time  during  the  last  fifteen  years  he  has 
addressed  the  Government  on  the  urgency  of  purchasing  a  boring 
drill.  ■ 

Mb.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  I  do  not  distinctly  re¬ 
member  having  addressed  the  Government  ou  the  matter.  But  I  have 
often  felt  the  necessity  for  one.  .  ~  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  sale!  that  I 
had  denied  the  existence  of  petroleum  at  Alleppey.  If  I  remember 
correctly,  I  said  there  are  no  direct  indications  of  the  existence  of  pet¬ 
roleum  which  justify  a  boring  operation.  Petroleum  is  only  a  subsidiary 
matter.  We  want  the  drill  to  get  water  for  irrigation  and  for  various 
other  purposes  too.  When  -we  have 'a  drilling  machine,,  we  can  find’out 
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whether  there  is  petroleum  at  AUeppey.  I  will  have  it  used  for 
that  purpose  along  with  various  others.  As  for  the  other  objections 
raised  by  some  members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  Mr.  Vein  Pillai ' 
has  very  ably  defended-  -or  advocated — the  cause  of  the  boring  machine. 
So  I  need  not  enter  upon  that  subject.  With  these  few  remarks,  I  move 
for  "the  grant. 

The  demand  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried. 

The  Council  adjourned  for  lunch,  at  2-18  p.  m.  and  met  again 
at  8-5  p.  m. 

.Demand  XX  — Public  Works. 

Mr.  K.  V.  NATE8A  AIYAR  {Chief  Engineer)  :  Sir,  I  rise  to  move 
for  a  supplementary  grant  not  exceeding  Its.  68,770  (Es.  58,370  on 
account  of  additional  allotment  vmtly  for  means  of  communications  in 
the  northern  taluks  of  the  State,  and  Rs.  5,400  for  an  additional 
temporary  staff,  etc,.,  in  connection  with  the  restoration  of  irrigation 
works).  ‘ 

■*  In  moving  the  above,  I  shall  place  before  the  members  of  the 
Council  a  few  facts.  There  was  considerable  discontent  at  the  last 
:  budget  session  of  the  Legislative  Council,  that  the  allotments  for 
communications  in  the  northern  taluks  were  inadequate  and  that  the 
promises  held  out  iii  the  Dewan’s  replies  at  the  last  S.  M.  P.  Assembly 
session  had  not  been  kept. 

It  was  stated  by  :  me  in  my  speech;  at  the  general  discussion  of  the 
budget  on  3rd  August  last  that  if  some  more  schemes  and  estimates  were 
got  ready  during  the  course,  of  the  year,  ,  they  would  be  taken  up  by 
applying  for  supplemental  grants.  The  year  1098  Iras  also  closed  with 
a  decent  surplus.  Accordingly.,  lists  of  urgent,  works  which  could  be, 
taken  ,up  this  year  itself  were  prepared  and  some  incomplete  works 
of  1098  omitted  to  be  provided  for  in  the  budget  were  also  included 
therein.  The  additional  grant  now  applied  for  amounts  to  Rs.  58,370,  of', 
which  a  sum  of  Rs.  8,360  is-  for  works  arranged  ifor  in  1098  and  the 
balance  of  Rs.  50,010  is  All  for  new  works  proposed  to  be  taken  up.  This 
additional  grant  includes  a-prov.ision,  of  Esl  1,600  for  only  one  building- 
work:  ‘‘certain  improvements  to  the  District  Hospital  at  Vaikam, 
extending  the.  operation  room.”  This  has  been  pressed  on  the  Govern¬ 
ment  as  urgent  and  the  estimate  has  been  got  ready. 

Out  of  the  sum  of  Rs.  56,770  which  is  for  communications,  the 
Kodayar  Project  Division  will  get  Rs.  5,960,  the.  Quilon  P.  W.  Division 
Rs.  - 10,500,  the  Kottayam  P.  W,  Division  Rs.  29,660,  and  the  Always, 
P.  W.  Division  Rs.  10,650. 

Me.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  {Nominal eel)  :  I  want  to  know 
how  much  has  been  set  apart  for  Alwaye. 

PRESIDENT:  Rs.  10,000  and  odd. 

MR.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAR  '(Chief  Engineer)  :  For  want  of 
time, the  list  of  the  works  liasnot  been  placed  on  the  table,  So  I  shall 
read  them  from  the  list  I  have  with  me,  A 


LIST  OF  WORKS  FOR  WHICH  FTJDNS  ARK  APPLIED  FOR. 


and 

Major 

Heads. 

Divi- 

Taluk. 

Canals 

K. 

Shertallai 

2 

Canals 

K 

Kottayam 

3 

Bridges 

K.P. 

Kalkulam 
(old  Eraniel) 

4 

K.P. 

Agastisvaram 
(old  Eraniel) 

5 

q-  ; 

Mavelikara 

K.  '  | 

Tiruvalla 

7 

K- 

Kottayam 

* 

K. 

Do. 

Authority.  ‘Estimate 


i  Improving  Puttan  fcodu  at 
jTaunirmukkani  and  extending  it 


1.000  j  The  people  have  been  pressing  for  g 
| .  tins  and  the  estimate^  is  under  pre  § 


I  Removal  of  curves  in  the  Chen-.  4262/ 

!  gallam  river.  17-6-23 

|  Reconstructing  the  combined  sur- 
!  plus  bridge  over  Kalpadi 
j  road. 

j  Reconstructing  tlie  bridge  in  7th 
!  mile  Eraniel-Rajakkamangalam 
!  road  washed  away  by  the  floods 
|  of  1098. 

j  Renewing  the  platform  of  the 
j  Karippuzha  bridge  on  the  4th1 
I  mile  Mavelikara-Trikunnap-  i 
j  puzha  road.  j 

!  Reconstructing  the  Pallippalam  !  5398; 
j  bridge  at  Tiruvalla.  25-11-23 


SOU 
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12,200 


j  Repairing  the  Mangauam  bridge  ; 
|  in  1/8  mile  of  Putuppalli-  j 
i  Karukaclial  road.  ! 

j  Repairing  breaches  on  Kottayam  : 


860  The  work  was  arranged  for  at  the  a 
close  of  1098  and  omitted  to  be  2 
provided  in  the  budget.  ri 

460  Work  urgent.  The  estimate  ready.  q 


2,000  j  Work  nrgent.  The  estimate  is  ready.  2 
2.500  |  Work  urgent.  Estimate  under  pre-  P 


1.000 


This  was  omitted  to  be  provided  in 
the  budget.  Revised  estimate 
under  preparation.  But  the  land 
acquisition  has  been  arranged  for 
in  1098.  Compensation  may 
amount  to  Rs.  5,800. 

Work  urged  for  by  the  Division 
Officer. 


[10th  January,  1024. 


NO. 

I  -Service  j  | 

and  |  Divi-  j  Taluk. 

!  Major  |  sion.  | 

|  Heads,  j  j 

|  Name  of  works. 

i 

;  Authority. 

Estimate  ■  required 
Rs.  *  \h. 

1 

|  Hernarks. 

36 

;  Q  j  Kottarakara 

|  Diverting  the  'Parippalli-Matta- 
I  tnra  road  in  2nd  and  3rd  mile 
in  lieu  of  reconstruction  of 
the  2nd  mile  bridge. 

j 

Work  urgent. 

17 

18 

19 

j  K  !  Ettumauur 

j  A  j  Minachil 
j  A.  !  Shertallai 

ile-gravelling  « the  M.  0.  road- 
miles  101  and  103- 

Improvements  to  Lalam-Punjnr 

Improving  the  road  from  Sher¬ 
tallai  to  Arattunkal- 

... 

...  j  ln.oon  1 

The  mad  was  bail  and  had  to  be  put 
in  order  at  the  time  of  11.  K.  the 
Governor’s  visit. 

;  lioad  bad  and  the  worst  pnirions  are 
|  proposed  to  bn  improved. 

The  allotment  is  (a)  to  supplement 
:  the  budget  grant  for  the  Arattunkal 
road  and  (b)  for  collection  of  mate¬ 
rials  for  the  bridge  over  the  canal 
near  the  Mmisiff’s  Court  at  Sher¬ 
tallai. 

30 

j  A  '  MAvattupuzha 

:  | 

ltaisirig  the  low  portions  of 
Muvattupuzha-Pefcta  road. 

1.180  |  1.20O  i 

Estimate  received.  Work  urgent. 

21 

j  A  j  Todupuzha 

Improvements  to  Plakkuzha- 
Todupuzha  road-5  to  10  miles. 

... 

...  j  5.00o; 

The  worst  portions  are  proposed  to 
lie  implored. 

22. 

|  A  1  Muvattupuzha 

Itemetalling  miles  5  and  6  of 
Muvattupuzha-Tndupuzha 

j  , 

Do-  The  other  miles  are  in 

fairly  good  order. 

23 

Build- 

ings- 

Medioal 

i  A  ;  Vaikam  j  Improvements  to  the  District 

1  j  Hospital  at  Vaikam:  extending 

!  |  J  the  operation  room. 

1.600  |  1.600  j 

i  ! 

f,  ; 

Work  urged  by  the  Darbnr  Physician. 
Estimate  ready. 
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As  regards  the  grant  for  the  temporary  staff  I  may  state  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

With  a  view  to  increase  the  output  of  paddy  in  the  country,  the 
Economic  Development  Board  passed  a  resolution  at  its  meeting  dated 
the  19th  May  1922,  requesting  the  Government  to  appoint  a  special 
Irrigation  Engineer  not  below  the  rank  of  an  Executive  Engineer  with 
sufficient  staff  to  help  him  to  carry  out  the  investigations  connected  with 
new  irrigation  projects,  restoration  of  minor  irrigation  works,  repair  of 
irrigation  and  drainage  channels  in  Punja  areas,  etc.  The  President  of 
the  Board  forwarded  the  resolution  to  Government  and  urged  upon  them 
the  necessity  for  early  action  on  the  lines  recommended  by  the  Board,  in 
the  interests  of  paddy  cultivation  in  the  State.  When  the  matter  was 
referred  to  me,  I  submitted  proposals  for  a  suitable  temporary  staff  con¬ 
sisting  of  two  Sub-Engineers  and  three  First  Grade  Supervisors  with 
establishment,  for  the  investigation  of  irrigation  sources  throughout  the 
State  and  for  the  execution  of  the  estimates  that  might  be  prepared  as 
the  result  thereof.  The  staff  was  to  continue  for  three  years  with  au 
annual  expenditure  of  Rs.  24,387.  The  Finance  Committee,  at  its 
meeting  before  the  last  budget  session,  was  not,  however,  prepared  tn 
accept  what  was  to  it  a  large  scheme. 

The  restoration  of  irrigation  works  (mainly  minor  works)  in  the 
taluks  of  Kalkulam,  Vilavankod,  Neyyattinkara  and  Trivandrum  is  more 
urgent  than  in  other  parts  of  the  State  which  receive  a  larger  rainfall 
and  do  not  depend  to  the  same  extent  on  tanks.  The  subject  has 
been  repeatedly  pressed  on  the  attention  of  the  Government  in  represonta-  • 
tions  year  after  year  at  the  Assembly  sessions.  The  discussions  in  the 
Council  have  also  brought  the  question  into  prominence.  A  committee 
is  now  examining  the  condition  of  irrigation  works  in  the  Trivandrum 
taluk  and  as  a  result  of  its  deliberations  specific  recommendations  for 
the  improvement  of  irrigation  sources  in  the  taluk  are  likely  to  he  made. 
An  allotment  of  Rs.  35,000  has  been  made  for  the  improvement  of  irri¬ 
gation  sources  in  these  taluks  for  1099,  but  unless  large  allotments  arc 
repeated  for  some  years,  the  work  of  restoring  irrigation  sources  in  these 
taluks  is  not  likely  to  be  appreciably  achieved.  In  order  to  be  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  expend  these  large  allotments,  prompt  investigation  and  prepara¬ 
tion  of  estimates  are  necessary,  and  this  the.  normal  staff  cannot  manage 
to  do  along  with  its  current  work. 

I  was,  therefore,  asked  to  send  up  revised  proposals  for  a  small  tem¬ 
porary  staff  to  investigate  and  prepare  estimates  for  tanks,  channels  an 
other  irrigation  works  in  these  taluks.  My  proposals  are: — 


One  Supervisor  II  grade 

Rs. 

125-5/1-150. 

One  do.  Ill  do. 

Rs. 

80-5/1-120. 

One  Overseer 

Rs. 

.50-5/2-70. 

Two  clerks 

Rs. 

30  each- 

This  scheme  will  involve  an  annuar  outlay  of  Rs.  5,400  including: 
provision  for  1\  A.  and  contingencies  or  Rs.  450  per  month.  This  staff 
may  be  retained  according  to  necessity  in  future  .years.  The  grant  re¬ 
quired  for  the  remaining  five  months  of  the  current  year  commencing 
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[President.] 

fimn  .luunbham  is  only  5  X  150  or  Rs.  ff,‘J5U  including  the  pay  ol  the 
Second  Grade  Supervisor,  out  of  which  a  suur  of  Rs.  1,025  has  to  bo: 
voted  by  the  Council. 

I  hope  I  have  now  sufficiently  explained  matters  to  convince  this 
.[■louse  of  the  necessity  for  the  above  two  grants  and  1  accordingly  beg 
to  move  torthc  same,  G".,  Rs.  58,870  for  works  and  Its.  l,(i‘25  for  the 
temporary  staff,  making  a  total  of  Its.  59,995. 

Mil.  JOSEPH  PANJIKAEAN  (8!ierta-llnl)\  1  wish .  to  know’ 
whether  this  allotment  is  from  the  reserve,  fund,  or  wholhov  it  is  a  ue\v 
grant.  ■ 

PREHIEENT  :  If  it  is  from  the  reserve  fund  he  need  not  have 
come  up  to  the  Council  for  the  grant. 

Mu.  JOSEPH  PANJIKAEAN  {BkertaMui) :  Some  provision'  is 
made  for  the  Mnttam-Arartunkal  road.  The  Chief  Engineer  was  refer¬ 
ring'  to  it.  I  wish  to  know  whether  that  allotment  is  from  the  reserve 
fund. 

PRESIDENT :  Who  made  that  allotment  from  the  reserve  I'uudV 
;  Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKAEAN  (Mwrlallui)  :  The  Dewan.  of 
Travancore  When  he  visited  Sliertallai  said  Unit  Es.  10,000  would  bo. 
allotted  from  the  reserve  fundi  .  • 

"PRESIDENT  You  say  that  the  De wan,  who  is  myself,  did  it. 
To  the  best  of  my  recollection  1  never  said  so.  I  am  afraid  you 'have 
not  understood  Mr.  Natesa  Aiyar  correctly.  If  it  is  out  of  the  reserve 
fund,  there  is  no  need  for  coming  to  the  Council.  Reserve  .funds  are 
intended  for  unforeseen  lyorks. 

Mil.  ■  JOSEPH, PANJIKAEAN  \iihertullai) :  He  referred  to. 
about  Rs;  15,000  which  was  allotted  for  the  canal  from  Puttanahgadi 
to.  Vembanad  lake,  for  the  road  from  Muttam  to  Avattunkal  and  for  cer¬ 
tain  other  works,  the  allotment  being  made  from  the  reserve  fund, 

PRESIDENT;  The  Chief  Engineer  did  not  refer  to  any  reserve 
fund. 

Mr.  G.  PAKAMKS  VARAN  PUjLAI  {NcijijuUinkant) I  wish 
to  know  what  portion  of  the  allotment  for  minor  irrigation  works  for  the 
Neyyafcthikara  taluk  has  already  been  spent. 

•Mu.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAR  (Gfiicf  ' Emjbmr) :  That  does  not 
arise  here.  I  have  not  got  the  figures. 

Mr.  G.  P ARAMESVARAN  PILIjAI  (N-ej/yatthditirit) :  1  wish  to 
know  whether  he  can  give  approximate  figures ’at  least.  ' 

MS.  K.  V-  NATESA  AIYAR  (CAM/  Engineer) :  Much  work  could  - 
not  have  been  done  during  the  wet  months  of  the  year.  As  regards 
new  works,  the  estimates  are  gotiing  ready.  I  can  give  jiim  the  infor- 
.  mati on,  if  wanted,  work  by  work.  The  total  is  not  available.. 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  not  the  question,  ..MivNatesai  Aiyar.  Ho 
wants  to; know  the  total  expenditure  already  incurred,  " 
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Mb.  K,  Y.  NATESA  AIYAR  (Chief  Engineer) :  1  have  not  got 
tlw  totals.  The  expenditure  already  incurred  might  not  be  much. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ainbalapuxhu) :  I  wish  to 
know  whether  Ambalapuzha  is  also  included  among  the  northern  taluks 
of  the  State. 

Mr.' -K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAE  { Chief  . Engineer I :  I  ha-vo  read  all 
the  works  included. 

PRESIDENT :  Ainbalapuzha  is  in  Central  Travancore;  it  is 
not  in  North  Travancorc. 

•  Mu.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAE  (Chief  Engineer)  :  He  may  take  it 
that  taluks  to  the  north,  of  Quilon  are  the  northern  taluks  meant  hem. 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  not  the  question,  Mr.  Natesa  Aiyar.  lie 
is  asking  you  to  interpret  the  term  “northern  taluks  of  Travancorc 
an  distinguished  from  ‘‘talulis  north  of  Qulion. 

Mb.  K.  Ah  NATESA. AIYAB  (Chief  Engineer):  Each  member 
can  interpret  it  as  he  likes. 

.  Mb  P.  K.  NAPvAYANA  PILLAI  {.bnbalapusha) :  1  want  bw 

interpretation.  The  reference  is  to  the  northern  taluks  ol  the  State. 
My  query  is  'whether  Ainbalapuzha  is  also  included  them. 

Mb.  Iv.  V.  NATESA  AIYAE  (Chief  Engineer ):  Northern  taluks 

may  be  taken  to  mean  those  north  of  Quilon. 

'  Mb  P  K.  NAEAYANa  PILLAI  UmMointtha) :  I  wish  to 
know  whether  Ambalapuzha  has  been  included  as  one  of  such  northern  . 

t'lllltMxv.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAE . (Chief  Engineer):  I  have,  already 
read  the  list  of  taluks  included. 

Mb  T  K  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  A 'ednmimgad):  May 
I  know  whether  Mr.  Natesa  Aiyar  is  aware  of  any  Government  ordei  01 
proceedings  which  declares  particular  taluks  to  be  northern,  and  others 
southern?  .  ,  .  .  ,  , 

Mb.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAE  {Chief  &W  «*«3  ■ .  1  am  not  a" 

Mb'  P  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {A-mbulapuzlw) :  May  1,  know 
whether  it  id  likely  that  Ainbalapuzha  will,  one  of  these  days,  be  bene 
iited  by 'this  allotment?  .  ,  • 

Me.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAE  (Chief  Engine  «:)'•  This  amount 

supplementary  grant  whom  the  Ornate  is  icady.  {Uughte,.} 

PeLSILENT:  May;  I  take  it  that  the  House  grants  the  demand:? 
KRISHNA  AI YAE.  (!T« re! Heard  cum  Kariikapalh}:.  I  beg 
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for  the-  general  public  of  Travanoore.  Bui  this  has  been  sprung  upon 
us  as  a  surprise  and  we  have  not  had  breathing  time  enough  to  read  or 
consider  and  intelligently  make,  (toy  observations  upon  the  matter  just 
before  ns.  During  the  general  budget  discussion  advance  copies  arc 
given  to  us- and  we  are  enabled  to  take  an  intelligent  interest  ,  in  it  and 
object  to  individual  allotments.  In  this  instance  a  wholesale  sum  for 
about  28  subjects  has  been  sprung  upon  us.  Even  the  very  copy  in  my 
hand  has  been  given  only  during  the  course  of  Mr.  Natosa  Aiyar’s 
motion. 

PEE8IPENT :  Jr  is  an  unfortunate  omission.  The  list  should 
have  been  with  you  earlier. 

Mil.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAE  (.1  laeclikara  cum  HdrUkutpalU)  :  As 
a  more  matter  of  protest — neither  on  the  ground  of  utility  nor  urgency 
— I  oppose  the  grant. 

MM.  N.  EAMAKEISHNA  PILTjAI  ciuu  Etkmumir)-.' 

Sir,  I  feel  I  shall  not  be  justified  in  opposing  the  motion.  But  it  will 
not  bo  fair  on  my .  part  to  neglect  to  take  this  opportunity  of  entering 
my  emphatic  protest  against  the  way  in  which  the  taluks  of  Vaikam 
and  Btkunanur  have  been  treated  in  this  arrangement.  The  attention 
of  Government  lias  been  brought  to  the  fact  that  the  minor  irrigation 
works  in  Vaikam  and  Ettumanur  taluks  are  in  a  very  backward  con¬ 
dition,  and  that  early  measures  may  be  adopted  to  remove  that  defect. 
The  doles  meted  out  to  these  two  taluks  are  extremely  meagre  and  I  hope 
the  earliest  opportunity  will  be  taken  advantage  of  to  remove  this 
defect.  I  support  the  motion. 

*  Rev.  Fb  KUEIAKOSE  VETTIKKAPALLI  (Tad^iinlia  cum 
Kiumatnad) :  Sir,  I  also  beg  to  support  the  motion,  But  in 
doing  so  I  have  to  say  that  the  cases  of  Todupuzha  and  Kunnatnad 
have  hot  been  considered  as  they  ought  to  have  been.  I  pointed  out 
during  the  general  discussion  of  the  budget  that  the  Dewan,  in  spite  of 
repeated  promises  to  the  representatives  of  the  Kunnatnad  and  Todupuzha 
taluks,  would  not  increase  the  present  budget  allotment.  Even  in  the 
supplementary  grant  demanded,  I  see  there  is  only  Es.  6-50  for  Todu¬ 
puzha  and  there  is  only  a  very  smalt  sum  of  Es.  800  for  providing  a 
jiinghar  in  the  Kunnatnad  taluk.  If  the  Chief  Engineer  thinks  that, 
with  this  amount  Todupuzha  and  Kunnatnad  will- be  satisfied,  he  is 
mistaken.  Still  we  must  be  thankful  for  .what  we  have  got,  and  pray 
for  more.  I  .  would  request  the  Chief  Engineer,  that,:  when  he  comes 
with  another  supplementary  grant,  he  would  come :  up  with  .  a  larger 
demand.  The  second :  point  is  that,  year  after  year,  a  good  sum  is  allotted 
for  public  works.  But,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  greater  portion  of 
thesum  remains  unspent.  I  hope  this  year  the  same  fate  may  not  await 
the  sum.  provided  in  the  budget. 

Mn.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  {Chad-ijamEicng  cum  .>  Minmhil)  :  I 
have  also.  groat  pleasure- in  supporting  the  demand  made  by  the  Chief 
Engineer,  ■  But,,  in  doing  so,  I  have,  to  make  .  one  observation 
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I  appreciate  very  much  the  sympathy  shown  hy  the  Chief  Engineer  and 
the  Government  in  supplementing  the  expenditure  on  communication 
in  northern  taluks.  But  I  wish  to  add  that,  instead  of  providing 
Rs.  5,400  for  additional  temporary  stall  when  the  general  complaint 
is  that  we  have  got  too  many  employees  in  the  P.  W,  D.,  some  re¬ 
arrangement  of  the  staff  could  have  been  very  well  thought  of ;  and 
instead  of  spending  more  money  on  the  additional  staff,  -  if  that  money 
had  also  been  used  for  farther  expansion  of  communications,  we  would, 
have  been  very'  thankful.  With  these  observations,  I  support  the 
demand. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKAEAN  ( Shvrtallai ):  I  support  the 
motion  generally.  I  have  also  to  enter  my  protest  as  to  the  way  in 
which  this  item  of  expenditure  has  been  sprung  upon  the  Council  to-day. 
We  are  very  much  pleased  to  see  that  some  more  money  is  going  to  be 
spent  on  the  improvement  of  means  of  communication.  But  one  thing 
I  have  to  observe — and  it  is  a  thing  to  which  I  drew  the  attention  of 
"the  Government  last  time — is  that  the  money  should  be  spent, 
and  ought  to  be  spent  at  the  proper  time.  The  great  proportion  of 
the  money  is  not  as  a  matter  of  fact  utilised.  When  the  rains  set  in, 
we  cannot  have  much  work  done  with  advantage,  On  the  other  hand, 
the.  money  could  be  better  employed  if  that  is  spent  at-  least  at  the  time 
when  there  will  be  no  over-ponring  of  rain.  If  the  money  had 
been  spent  by  this  time  so  far  as  the  bridge  construction  or  the  road  is 
concerned,  I  think  it  would  have  doubled  the  effect.  What  is  generally 
done  is  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  they -rush  in  and  then  show  off 
some,  account  of  expenditure-  I  do  not  want  to. accuse  anybody  of 
misappropriation.  What  I  want  to  say  is  this.  The  money  ought  to 
be  spent  properly.  It  will  be  ill-spent  if  it  is  not  spent  at  the  time  when 
it  will  supply  the  needs  of  the  people  ;  but  all  the  same  the  Govern¬ 
ment  treasury  will  be  empty.  The  next  thing  is  that  the  money 
should  be  actually  spent  and  should  not  be  allowed  to  lapse.  Last, 
year  some  amount  was  allowed  to  lapse,  1  think  that  should  hot  be 
allowed  this  year.  I  would  have  spoken  on  some  other  matters.  But, 
the  President  said  it  would  be  discussed  at  some  convenient  time. 

PRESIDENT  :  No,  at  some  convenient  piace. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Amhalapuslui ) :  I  support  the 
motion  for  the  demand.  But  I  have  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  some  facts.  There  is  a  belief  that,  if  there  is  any  one 
department  in  the  State  which  has  a  plethora  of  officers,  it  is  the  P.  W. 
D.  That  being  the  case,  I  take  serious  objection  to  the  further  growth 
of  the  staff.  Then  with  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  supplementary  grant 
itself,  if  I  am  not  going  to  be  put  down  as  jealous  of  the  northern’ 
taluks,  I  would  make  one  observation.  That  is  to  say,  the  comparative 
urgency  of  lines  of  communication  in  the  northern  taluks  and  the  entire 
State  will  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  before  an  exclusive 
devotion  to  any  particular  part  of  the'State  is  admitted.  It  is  in  that  light 
that  the  question  has  to  be  approached.  No  doubt,  the  northern  -taluks 
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of  the  State  suffer  very  badly  on  account  of  tlie  absence  of  communica¬ 
tion.  But  it  does  not  mean  thereby  that  other  taluks  such  as  my  own 
are  extremely  blessed  in  the  matter  of  coram nnication.  For  example,  I 
drew  attentionto  the  condition  of  the  road  from  Ambalapuzha  to  Takaxhi. 
Except  in  the  town  of  Alleppey,  I  think  that  is  the  only  provincial  road 
in  the  Ambalapuzha  taluk.  I  would  challenge  the  whole  set  of  P.  W, 
I),  officers  if  they  can  go  oyer  it  without  breaking  their  shins  during  the 
rainy  season.  I  am  raising  the  question  why  the  inhabitants  of  A.mbala- 
puzha  taluk  should  be,  called  upon  to  pay  their  dues  under  the.  Ferries 
.Regulation  and  all  manner  of  other  Regulations  without  over  being 
served  with,  proper  means  of  communication.  It  is  that  aspect  of 
the  question  that  I  would  bring  to -the  attention  of  the  esteemed  Chief 
Engineer,  and  I  would  request  the  member  in  charge  to  look  at  (be. 
comparative  urgency  of  communications  as  between  the  various  taluks. 
Even  between  the  northern  taluks  there  is  an  amount  of  suppressed- 
jealousy,  so  much  so  that  the  whole  matter  will  have  to  be  viewer]  with 
respect  to  the  nature  of  the  density  of  the  population  that  will  he 
benefited.  All  these  aspects  have  to  be  considered  before  the  P.  \V.  D. 
enters  upon  the  proposal  now  before  it.  That  is  all  that  T  have 
In  bring  to  its  notice. 

Mn.  K,  Y.  NATERA  AIYAE  {Chief  Engineer) :  Mir,  with  regard 
to  the  cojnplaint  that  certain  taluks  have,  been  neglected,  I  would  only 
say  that  the  original  list  prepared  includod'some  more  works.  The 
(government  after  a  critical  review  in  consultation  with  mo  passed  it  .for 
Its.  58,370.  If  more  estimates  are  got  ready  and  if  other  urgent  works 
arc  brought  to  notice,  they  will  also  he  considered. 

Some  members  have  said  that  the  grants  allotted  have  not  been 
fully  spent.  I  may  say  in  reply  that  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
spend  the  whole  grant.  There  is  an  unfortunate  impression  that  there, 
was  lapse  last  year.  I  may  correct  it  and  say  that  there  was  no  such 
lapse  but  there- was  an  excess  under  communications.  This  year,  up  to 
the  end  of  Yrischikam,  26  per  cent,  of  the  grant  under  communi cations 
has  been  spent  by  the  Alwaye,  Kottayam  and  Quilon  Divisions;  the 
Trivandrum  Division  has  spent  40  per  cent,  and  the  Kodayar  Project 
Division  20  per  cent.  Such.  a  .  percentage  of  outlay  in  the  first 
four  months  of  the  year  is.  rather  creditable./  Every  Division-  Officer 
is  endeavouring  to  expend  the  grants  allotted  and  to  carry  out  the  works 
vigorously.  ■  -  ■ 

Some  members  pointed  out  that  the  additional  temporary  staff  in 
question  was  unnecessary.  Heavy  retrenchment  has  been  effected  in 
■  1098  and  I  have  fully  explained  this  in  my  budget  speech  in  August,  last. 
The  Salaries  Committee  has  also  said  that  the  retrenched  staff  would  be 
only  just  sufficient  for  the  normal,  work  of  the  department,.  For  any  in¬ 
tensive  work  such  as  the  rapid  investigation  and  restoration  of  . irrigation 
works, .  additional  staff  will  have  to  be  provided.  The-;  Economic:  Develop¬ 
ment  Board  recommended  that  irrigation  works  should  be  speedily  impro¬ 
ved,  and  that  an  Executive  Engineer,  with  sufficient  executive  staff  under 
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him,  was  necessary.  I  first  recommended  that  two  Sub-Engineers  and 
three  Supervisors  need  alone  be  appointed  and  that  the  Executive 
Engineer  was  not  necessary.  The  present  proposal  is  for  a  reduced  staff 
of  Only  two  junior  Supervisors  to  make  a  beginning  in  the  Trivandrum 
Revenue  Division.  This  establishment  would  cost  only  Rs,  2,250 
during  the  current  year,  assuming  they  would  be  employed  from  the  1st 
Kumbham. 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  May  I  know  from, 
the  Chief  Engineer  how  much  money  is  allotted  in  the  supplementary 
demand  for  the  Alwave  Division  '> 

PRESIDENT :  Rs.  10,000  and  odd — he  has  already  said  that. 

Mb.  K.  V,  NATESA  AIYAR  (Chief  Engineer) :  Rs.  10,650  for 
communications  in  the  Alwaye  Division  proper,  omitting  the  Shevtallai 
works,  as  these  have  been  recently  transferred  to  the  Kottayam  Division. 

Mb.  M.  Iv.  KHADIR  PILLAI  ( Nominated ):  But  I  find  in  this 
list  that  only  Rs.  1,150  is  allotted.  I  want  to  know  whether  this  list  is 
correct.  . 

Mb.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAR  (Chief  Engineer):  I  will  read  out 
the  items  relating'  to  the.  Alwaye  Division Renewing  the  platform  of 
the  bridge  on  the  Edappalli --Peruntur  road— Rs.  650 ;  providing 
jimjhar  and  ferry  across  the  Kandanad  stream  on  the  road  from  the 
’first  ufile,  Antianad ,  and  .  Meikavu  road,  to  the  eighth  mile,  Lalam — 
Todupuzha  road— Rs.ROO;  raising  the  low  portions  of  the  MuvattUpuzha- 
Petta  road— Rs.  1,206 ;  improvements  to.  the  Palakkuzha— Todu- 
puzha  road,,  five  to  ten  miles — Rs.  5,000  ;  reinstalling  miles  five  and  six 
of  the  Mnvattupuzha — Todupuzha  road — Rs.  3,000 ;  and  certain,  im¬ 
provements  to- the  District  Hospital  at  Vaikam  (operation  room), 
Rs.  1,600.  Total— Rs.  12,250.  . 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Khadir  Pillai,  Mr.  Natesa  Aiyar  will  be  able  ' 
to  explain  to  you  the  details  later  on  if  you  go  to  him.  Please  proceed, 
Mr.  Natesa  Aiyar. 

Mr.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAR  (Chief  Engineer) :  Unless  the  Coun¬ 
cil  is  prepared  to.  sanction  additional  staff,  it  is. not  possible  to  ask  for 
more  grant's  for  works.  I  have  also  to  point  out  that  money  is  never 
spent  at  the  improper  season.  All  works  are  executed  in  the  proper, 
working  seasons..  Mr.  Panjikaran  seems  to  have  some  misapprehen-’ 
sion.  I  hope  it  will  be  cleared  soon. 

Mb.  JOSEPH' PANJIKARAN  (ShertaUai)  :  I  never  said  that 
money  was  being'  spent  through  improper  channels.  I  said  that  it 
should  be  spent  at  the  proper  time.  ' -.—i  .-Y- y 

Mr.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAR  (Chief  Engineer) :  The  Works  Which 
cannot  be  done  in  a  particular  season  are  not.  done  in  that  season.  That 
is  why  the.  expenditure  is  not  proportionate  in  the  several  months  of. the 

I  think  I  have  .answered  all  -the  points  raised,  in  the  discussion,  I 
have  nothing  more  to  add. 
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Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trirandrmi  ctira  Nedummgad ): 
May  I  know  from  Mr.  Natesa  Aiyar  if  ho  is  in  the  habit  of  inspecting 
roads  after  showers '? 

Mb.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAR  ( Chief  Engineer ) :  Yes,  I  have  ins. 
pected  many  times. 

Mb.  T.‘ K.  VELU.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedummgad)-.  Has 
lie  not  found  roads  in  the  T  rivandruui  town  unfit  after  a  rain  2 

Mb.  K.  V.  NATESA*  AIYAR  {Chief  Engineer) :  I  do  not  know 
of  any  such  in  the  Trivandrum  town.  I  know  of  some  elsewhere  in  the 
Trivandrum  taluk  and  in  some  other  taluks. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Ncdumctngad ) :  I 
wish  to  know  if  the  Chief  Engineer  and  the  Executive  Engineers  in 
charge  of  divisions  journev  on  foot  in  their  circuits,  or  on  horseback. 

Mb.  K.  V.  NATESAAIYAR  {Chief  Engineer)  :  We  are  not  or- 
dinarily  riding  on  horses  now  after  motor  cars  have  come  into  use. 
Wherever  it  is  necessary  to  ride,  we  find  horses  for  the  purpose, 
I  have  been  walking  miles  and  miles  recently  and  I  have  got  this  throat 
trouble  as  a  consequence  thereof.  {Laughter.) 

I  beg  to  add  that  there  is  a  correction  in  the  demand.  This  sum 
of  Es.  5,400  for  the  additional  staff  is  the  cost  per  annum.  The 
amount  required  for  the  remaining  months  of  tire  year  as  explained 
by  me  already  is  only  Es.  2,250  including  the  pay  of  a  2nd  grade 
Supervisor.  The  sum  to  be  voted  by  the  Council  is  only  Es.  1,625. 
The  total  demand  to  be  voted  is  thus  only  Rs-  59,995,  (Rs.  58,370  for 
works  and  Rs.  1,625  for  staff). 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried. 

Demand  XXII. — Miscellaneous  -British  Empire  Exhibition.  ' 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary .  to  Government)  : 
Sir,  I-  beg  to  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs,  31,129  on  account  of 
the:  expenditure  connected  with  the  .  participation  of  .  the  State  in  the 
British  .Empire  Exhibition,  1924. 

In  1922  the  .Government  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  matter 
decided  to  participate  in  the  British  Empire  Exhibition  and  communi¬ 
cated.  its  decision  to  the  Madras  Government  and  provided  a  sum  of 
Rs.  5,000  in  the  budget  estimate  for  1098.  This  was.  voted  by  the 
present  Legislative  Council  at  its  first  sitting  held  in  July,  .1922. 

.  Mb,  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon) :  Was  the  matter  referred 
to  the  Economic  Development  Board  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI.  [Chief  .  Secretary  to  Government) : 
This  question  was  not  specifically  referred  to  that  Board. 

Ms.  K.  PAEAMESVARAN.  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ):  Was  the 
British  Empire  Exhibition  referred  to  in  the  budget  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  It 
was  not  specifically  mentioned  in. the  budget  for  1098.  The  usual  head¬ 
ing— Madras  and.  other  exhibitions—was  continued...  The  intention 
was  to  utilise  the  money  for  the  Empire  Exhibition. 
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Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tinivalla ):  Was  it  ex- 
plained  in  the  budget  ? 

Mr,  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  Jo  Government) :  I 
do  not  remember. 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( NcyyaUinkam )  :  Was  not 
u  similar  provision  existing  in  the  budget  oil  the  previous  years  when 
there  was  no  Empire  Exhibition  ?  ■ 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Probably  the  same  heading'  was  given  in  the  budgets  for  the  previous 
years. 

Later  on,  during  the  session  of  the  Council  held  in  April,  1928,  a 
supplementary  grant  of  Rs.  7,500  was  asked  for — Rs.  6,000  on  account 
of  collection  of  exhibits  and  Rs.  1,500  on  account  of  a  preliminary 
exhibition  to  be  held  in  Trivandrum.  *  Opportunity  was  then  taken  to 
^explain  to  the  Council  the  objects  of  this  Government  in  participating  in 
"the  British  Empire  Exhibition  and  to  lay  before  the  Council  a  brief 
account  of  the  steps  till  then  taken  in  connection  with  it. 

The  matter  was  discussed  by  the  Council  and  the  supple¬ 
mentary  grant  was  allowed.  Including  this,  the  total  allotment  for 
1098  was  Rs.  12,500,  but  an  expenditure  , of  Rs.  4,291  only  was  actually- 
incurred  in  that  year  and  the  balance  lapsed  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  committee  of  officials  and  non-officials  appointed  to  work  out 
■  the  details  in  regard  to  the  participation  of  the  State  in  the  Exhibition 
thought  that  Travancore  might  have  to  incur  a  gross  expenditure  of  a 
lakh  of  rupees  and  estimated  that,  out  of  this,  half  'a  lakh  might  be  re¬ 
covered,  leaving  the  other  half  as  the  net  irrecoverable  expenditure.  It 
was  thought  that  this  expenditure  would  spread  over  1099  and  1100,  and 
a  sum  of  Rs.  50,000  was  provided  in  the  budget  for  1099  on  account  of  the 
Exhibition,  including  the  cost  of  the  preliminary  exhibition  to  be  held  in 
Trivandrum.  This  was  voted  by  the  Council  during  its  sitting  in  July, 
1923.  The  preliminary  exhibition  was  held  in  Trivandrum  from  the  5th 
to  the  20th  October,  1923.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention  that  it 
was  pronounced  a  great  success  and  that  it  wTas  a  great  eye-opener  in 
respect  of  the  large  scope  that  exists  for  building  up  important  industries 
in  the  country  and  trade  with  the  outside  world  in  a  variety  of  articles, 
among  which  finished  products  play  a  prominent  part.  A  final  selection 
ol'  the  exhibits  was  made  by  the  committee  and  the  selected  articles 
have  been  packed,  insured  and  shipped  to  England.  The  producers  of 
these  articles  have  had  to  be  financed  to  the  extent  of  about  Rs.  18,546, 
Most  of  this,  if  not  the  whole,  is  recoverable  in  clue  course. 

From  the  accounts  received  from  the  Convener  of  the  Committee, 
it  is  seen  that  out  of  ;  the  allotment  of  Rs.  50,000,  an  expenditure  of  : 
Rs.  37,448  has  already  been  incurred  as  follows : / 

Rs. 

Expenditure  for  the  British- Empire  Exhibition  .  *«*  12,151 

Expenditure  for  the  Preliminary  Exhibitioo  •••  e<749 
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Travelling  allowance  paid  io  noii-oliieial  members  of  the  Rs. 

Committee  ...  571 

Amount  arranged  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Dr.  Kunjan 
Pillai  in  London  for  expenses  connected  with  the  handling 
of  exhibits  in  London  and  preparation,'  decoration,  etc,,  of 
the  Travancore  Court,  securing  glass  cases,  racks,  etc., 
arranging  exhibits  and  meeting  other  incidental  expenses.  15,268 
Passage  money  (including  railway  fare)  and  warm  clothing  to 

Dr. Kunjan  Pillai :  ,4178  at  Bh.  Es.  1 5  per  £  ...  2,718 

Total...  ...  37,448 

The  balance  available  is  ...  12,552 

_  A  sum  of  Es.  3,288  was  realised  by  the  sale  of  tickets  for  the  pre¬ 
liminary  exhibition,  auction  sale  of  sheds  put  up  ,in  connection  with  it, ' 
ctc._  This  amount  has  been  credited  to  Government  and  cannot  bo- 
utilised,  for  expenses  on  account' of  the  exhibition. 

The  following  items  aggregating  Es.  36,113  remain  to  be  paid: — 

Its. 

(1)  On  account  of  the  British  Empire  Exhibition  ...  34,566 

(2)  On  account  of  the  Preliminary  Exhibition  .  .  .  1,547 

I  have  got  the  details  and  I  shall  mention  them  if  necessary. 
PRESIDENT:  You  had  better  read  the  details  to  the  House. 

They  are  important. 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Gov  eminent): 
British  Empire  Exhibition ; 


N  Its. 

(i)  Rent  for  space  T  1,504  22,5)03 

,  (ii)  Payment  to  private  exhibitors  for  exhibits  given  by 

them  , 7,1<J7 

. .  (ili);  .  Packing,  shipping  and  insurance  charges  ...  3*405 

■  (av)  Amount  due  to  the  Conservator  of  P'orests  for  the 

collection  of  forest  exhibits  :  ...  600 

(,v)  Prices  of  certain  articles  of  furniture  made  in  the 

-  P.  W.  D.,  Workshops,  Trivandrum  .  ...  491 

_  .  ,  34,656 

Pretinmarij  Exhibition. 

Paynmnts  outstanding  for  charges  already  incurred  .  ,  '  ...  1,547 

/'  Total  ...  36,113 


1  (')•  lh,e  ^es  of  ^  are  20  shillings  per  square 

foot  of  floor  space  and  4  2  per  linear  foot  of  wall  space  10  feet  high, 
Calculated  at  this  rate,  the  rentfet;1^24  ;sgIjt,..of, floor ^  space  and  140  ft. 
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of  wall  space  (the  area  allotted  to  the  State  in  the  Exhibition  grounds) 
comes  to  Sr.  Rs.  22,963.  It  was  thought  that  the  time  for  payment  of 
the  rent  was  at  the  close  of  the  Exhibition,  but  the  Commissioner  for 
India  has  been  pressing  for  payment  of  the  rent  which  is  already  over¬ 
due,  as  under  the  rules  framed  by  the  London  Committee  the  same, 
should  have  been  paid  -within  two  months  of  the  date  of  the  allotment  of 
space  and  the  payment  cannot  be  further  postponed. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Cheng  annur  cum  PattanamUttu): 
May  I  know  the  amount  already  spent  on  account  of  the  exhibition. 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  ; 
The  amount  spent  was  Rs.  37,448. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta) :  How  was  the  amount  spent  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {.Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  ;  I 
have  got  details.  I  shall  read  the  various  items  of  expenditure  that 
has  already  been  incurred. 

PRESIDENT :  If  you  want,  the  items  will  be  read,  Mr.  Ma¬ 
rtha  va  Variar. 

.  Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Cliemjanmir  cum  Pattanm- 
titta)  :  It  is  not  quite  clear. 

'  Mb'.  R.  KRISHNA  .PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-.  I 
will  explain  it.  We  have  already  spent  a  certain  amount  out  of  the  allot¬ 
ment  sanctioned.  The  amount  actually  comes  to  Rs.  37,448.-  I  have 
got  the- details  here.  .  # 

PRESIDENT:  Please  state  them. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Ghanganachery  emn  M.iniwhil ):  What 
will  be  the  total  estimate  ‘f 

PRESIDENT.;  Please  give  the  details  that  you  have  got, 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
The  expenditure  comes  under  two  heads,  namely,  (1)  the  expenditure 
British  Empire  Exhibition  and  (2)  that  for  the  Preliminary  Exhibition. 
Expenditure  for  the  British  Empire  Exhibition . 

Rs. 

I.  (i)  Paid  to  Superintendent,  School  of  Arts,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  ivory,  kuftgari,  silver  and  brass  articles  supplied...  4,324 

(ii)  Paid  to  Mr.  A.  M.  Muttunayakam  Pillai  on 

account  of  lace  and  embroidery  articles  purchased  ...  4,432 

(iii)  Paid  to  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  for 
expenses  connected  with  the  collection  of  educational 

exhibits  •••  546 

.  (iv)  Paid  to  the  Conservator  of  Eoresls  for  the  ■ 
col  lection,  of  forest  exhibits  ...  586 

(v)  Paid  to  the  Director  of  Agriculture  and  Ei- 
sheri.es" for  the  collection  of  agricultural  exhibits  ....  842 
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fis. 

(vi)  Paid  to  the  Textile  Expert  lor  the  purchase  of 

textile  exhibits  _  •••  10 

(vii)  Cost  of  50  photographs  and  their  negatives 

'showing  different  stages  of  the  coconut  industry  ...  839 

(viii)  Miscellaneous  expenditure  incurred  by  the 
Convener,  Exhibition  Committee,  in  connection  with  the 
despatch  of  exhibits  from'  Trivandrum  to  Quilon,  making 
packing  cases,  glass  boxes,  telegram  charges,  etc.  ...■  512 


Total  ...  12,151 

Expenditure  for  the  Preliminary  Exhibition. 

It.  (i)  Cost  of  sheds,  decoration,  ■  lighting,  sanitary 
arrangements,  medals,  etc.  . . .  6,165 

(ii)  Transport  charges  of  exhibits  ...  615 


Total  ...  0,740 

III,  Travelling  allowances  paid  to  non-official 
members  of  the  Committee  ...  571 


Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIEY  {Ghanyanachery  cum  Min  achil):  May! 
know  whether  all  the  exhibits  belong  to  the  State  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
No,  some  belong  to  the  owners;  we  have  advanced  one-third-  of  the 
value  of  the  exhibits  to  the  owners  on  the  security  of  the  exhibits. 

Mr.  K.  PAEAMES VARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  Will  the 
Chief  Secretary  be  pleased  to  give  us  an  idea  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
exhibits  that  have  been  selected  and. sent? 

Mr.  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  '(Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
I  have1  gob  the  catalogue  here.  I  can.  circulate  it.  If  the  House  has 
the  patience  to  hear  I  will  read  it. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  ATYAR  {Macelikara  cum  KwrtikapaiU) May 
I  know  whether  this  demand  covers  the  deputation  expenditure  of 
Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Cb’ef  Secretary  to  Government );. 
Yes.  I  am  coming  to  that  later  on. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEE -{Nominated)  :  :  Was  this  demand  anticipat¬ 
ed,  please  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (flhicj'  Secretary  to  Government) ; 
Which  demand,  please  ? 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  t Nominated ) :  The  present  demand. 

••  Me,  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) ; 
The  Exhibition  Committee  estimated  the  cost  at  Rs.  50,000.  That  was 
provided  for  and  has  been  found  insufficient.  Hence  the' demand  for 
a  supplementary  grant. 
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Mr,  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Ohanganachery  cum  Mwachil)  :  Was 
the  deputation  also  included  in  the  original  estimate  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
No;  originally  it  was  not  included. 

PRESIDENT :  Please  proceed. 

Mr.  E.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  I 
have  already  read  out  most  of  the  items  of  expenditure  actually  incurved. 
PBESIDENT  ;  You  may  read  out  the  rest. 

Mb.  R.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 


IV.  Amount  arranged  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Dr.  Bs, 
Kunjan  Pillai  in  London  for  expenses  connected  with  the  hand¬ 
ling  of  exhibits  in  London  and  preparation,  decoration,  etc.,  of 
the  Travancore  Court,  securing  glass  cases,  racks,  etc.,  arrang¬ 
ing  exhibits  and  meeting  other  incidental  expenses  ...  15,268 

,  V.  Passage  money  (including  railway  fare)  and  warm 
clothing  to  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai — M  178  at  Bh.  Bs.  1 5  per  M  ...  2,718 

■  The  total  of  items  I  to  V  comes  to  .  87,448 


Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIBY  (Changanache.ru  cum  Minachil )  :  When 
did  the  idea  of  deputing  a  Travancorean  strike  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  B.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretar  y  to  Government)  ; 
It  was  suggested  to  the  Government  by  the  Exhibition  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIBY.  (Changanach  cry  mm  Min  ach'd) :  That  is, 
after  the  last  Council  ? 

MR.:  E.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Yes.  ...... 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEE  ( Nominated )  ;  Will  the  Chief  Secretary 
give  us  an  idea  of  the  work  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  is  going  to  do  at  the 
Exhibition  besides  being  an  exhibitor  ? 

Mr.  B,  KBISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Yes.  He  has  to  arrange  the  exhibits,  see  to  the  decoration  of  the 
courts,  erect  stalls,  engage  salesmen,  etc. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominate/]) :  Besides  the  work  of  the. 
exhibition  itself '? 

Mr.  R.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  He 
will  make  enquiries  in  regard  to  trade.  He  will  have  to  explain  to  en¬ 
quirers  the  features  of  the  exhibits  in  their  respective  stalls. . 

The  amount  already  incurred  is  Bs.  37,448.  The  balance  avail¬ 
able  is  only  Bs.  12,552  out  of  the  allotment  oi'Rs.  50,000.  Then  I  am 
coming  to  the  amount  which  has  already  fallen  due  but  has  not  been  paid. 
The  following  items  aggregating  Bs.  36,113  remain  to  be,  paid,,  over 
and  above  the  amount  already  paid.  I  have  divided  the  expenditure, 
under  two  heads — the  expenditure  on  account  of  the  British  Empire 
Exhibition,  and  the  expenditure  on  account  of  the  preliminary  exhi¬ 
bition.  The  expenditure  oh  account  of  the  British  Empire  Exhibition 
comes  to  Bs.  34,566. 
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Mr.  ,M.  R.  MADHAVA  VA.RIAR  ( Ghmgammr  cnm  JPattanam- 
tilta ):  What  was  the  rent  originally  fixed  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
There  has  been  no  change  in  the  rate  of  rent.  We  are  trying  to  effect 
a  reduction .  if  possible.  Besides  .the  items  of  expenditure,  already 
incurred  and  which  have  fallen  due  and  which  must  he  paid,  provision 
lias  to  be  made  for  the  following  items  which  will  Call'd ne  in  the  course 


of  1099,  via 

..  '  Rs. 

1.  Dr,  Kunjah  Piltai’s  pay  .for  G  months  ...  .  14, 000 

2.  „  Deputation  allowance  for  the  above  period  , 720 

3.  ,,  Boarding  and  lodging  allowance  at  t'30  per 

■  month  for  the  above  period? — .1M80  ...  2,748. 

Total  7,0GB 


It  is  also  necessary  to  provide  a  sum  of  Rs.  500  on  account  of  con¬ 
tribution  to  private  local  exhibitions  that  may  be  held  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  Thus  the  total  .  additional  .  expenditure  for  the  year  is 
Rs.  43,681.  As  stated  above,  the.  balance  available  out  of  the 
sanctioned  allotment  of  Rs.  50,000  is  Rs.  12,552  only.  Deducting  this, 
the  additional  allotment  required  is  Rs.  31,129.  Hence  it  is  proposed 
to  move  this  Council  to  vote  this  as  a  supplementary  grant. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {Ncyyuitinkara) :  l sthe 
Chief  Secretary  in  a  position  to  tell  us  what  corresponding  amounts  are 
estimated  to  be  spent  on  account  of  the  British  Empire- Exhibition  by 
t  he  States  of  Cochin,  Mysore*.  Hyderabad  and  Baroda  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): .  I 
have  not  got  figures  for  all  these  States.  Mysore  has  allotted  two  lakhs 
of  rupees.  ;  I  do  not  know  what  Cochin  has  spent.  I  could  not  get  the 
figures. 

Mr.  S-  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mcmlikcirra  cum  Kartikapalli) :  Will 
the  Chief  Secretary  be  pleased  to  tell  us  whether  Cochin  has  appointed 
a  special  officer? 

M®.  R  KRISHNA  PILLAI  fCMef  Secretary  to  Government ) :  I 
have  no  official  information.  ’ 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikam  cum  Kartikapalli) :  May 
I  know  further  whether  there  are  any  Travancore  officers  in  England 
and,  if  so,  how  many  ? 

Mr,  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  .  {Chief  Secretary  to:  Government)  :  ’ 
There  is  Mr.  Gfopala  Menon  who  is'  undergoing  a  course  of  training. 

Mr.  G.  PAR  AME  SV  ARAN  P  ILL  A I  iNeyyatHnkara):  Train¬ 
ing  in  what ?  :  v 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Training  in  hanking  and  commercial  subjects. 
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MR.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAE  ( Mavelikara  cum  Kartikiq>aUi):  Are 
there  any  more  Travancore  officers  in  England? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  lo  Government) 
There  are  retired  officers.  There  are  medical  officers  in  Scotland 
and  England  studying  medicine. 

Mr.  M.  II.  MADHAVA  VAEIAR  (Gheugannnr  cum  1  attancwn- 
tit-ta) :  I  oppose  this  demand.  This  question  with  regard  to  the  exhi¬ 
bition  was  not  thoroughly  discussed  in  this  Council.  When  there  was  a 
demand  for  a  supplementary  grant  with  regard  to  the  arrangement  of  the 
local  exhibition,  this  question  was  not  discussed  and  the  Council  granted 
the  demand  on  the,  impression  that  the  Council  had  already  allowed  a 
grant  before.  But  the  Council  was  under  a  misapprehension  at  that  time. 
Last  time,  when  the  Budget  was  discussed  we  had  no  time  to  discuss 
that  question.  So  the  whole  amount  for  the  British  Empire  Exhibition 
may  be  taken  to  have  been  spent  without  the  express  sanction  of  this 
,  Council.  I  am  not  convinced  how  the  British  Empire  Exhibition  is 
going  to  benefit  our  industry  or  commerce.  It  has  been  said  in  the  last 
Council,  and  in  this  Council  too,  that  the  Empire  Exhibition  will  benefit 
us  very  much  industrially  and  commercially.  That  is  only  a  statement 
which  is  to  be  proved  adequately.  I  think  the  exhibition  is  only  a 
fashion  or  entertainment  in  England  and  we  should  not  spend  a 
lakh  of  rupees  for  the  Exhibition.  It  will  not  help  us  materially, 
and  besides  the  amount  which  we  have  to.  spend  on  exhibits  and  on 
tents,  for  the  rent  to  the  tent  we  have  to  pay  Rs.  22,000. 

.  PRESIDENT ;  It  is  not  a  tent,  it  is  a  building. 

::Mr.  M.  R  MADHAVA  YARIAR  (Qhengwmir"-<mn ■  'PciUaitam- 
titta):  Eor  the  rent  alone  we  have  to  , pay  Rs.  22,000  and  for  the 
decoration  some  more  money,  and  how  can,  the  expenditure  for  the  rent 
and  decoration  therefore  help  us  industrially?  And  what  are  the  articles 
sent  to  England  ? 

■Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  :  , 
May  . I  point  out  that  a  portion  of  the  rent  may  be  recovered  from  the 
private  exhibitors  ?  And  if  the  exhibition  as  a  whole  shows  a  profit;  wo 
are  also  entitled  to  a  portion  of  it. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAEIAR  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pattanam = 
titta ) ;  We  do  not  know  definitely  what  articles  are  sent  to.  England.  , 
As  far  as  I  know  they  are  all  trivial  and  they  will- not  fetch  any  profit 
even  if  they  are  advertised.  On  these  grounds  I  oppose  the.  demand 
for  any  additional  expenditure  on  the  Empire  Exhibition  to  be  held  in 
England. 

:  Mr.  A.  HOOGrEWEEF  ( Nominated )  :  I  was  one  of  those  who 
strongly  supported  the  demand  for  the  exhibition' when  it  first  came 
up  .and  I  do  so  now  also.  The  exhibition  is  conducive  of  very  great 
results.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  events  in  the  world,  all  nations  coming 
together,  every  nation  seeing,  each  other’s  articles— -it  is  going  to  be  one 
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-of  the  greatest  assets  of  the  English  nation.  But,  as  far  as  we  arc  con¬ 
cerned,  it  should  not  be  a -simple  show  business.  We  are  paying  through 
our  nose  for  this  exhibition,  and  we,  want  our  money’s  worth. 
Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  should  not  be  simply  there  as  a  showman  having  a 
fine  gay  time  of  it  telling  people  that  this  is  that  and  that  is  this  and 
so  on.  This  is  a  great  opportunity  that  is  offered  to  this  country 
through  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai.  We  must  gut  our  money’s  worth  both 
from  him  and  from  the  exhibition  itself.  It  is  useless  simply 
showing  the  people  who  come  there  our  raw  products  such  as  tapioca. 
It  should  not  be  an  advertisement  to  foreigners  to  come  here  and 
exploit  the  country.  That  will  never  do.  There  must  be  some¬ 
thing  more  substantial.  There  must  be  some  solid  results  that 
will  go  to  develop  our  industries.  That  is  the  main  £pint.  We 
are  very  backward  in  industry,  and  we  have  been  spending  a  lot 
of  money  on  it  but  till  now'  nothing  substantial  has  resulted, 
Therefore  I  hope  that  the  Government  will  make  the  best  use  of  this 
great  opportunity  that  has  been  offered  to  them  to  utilise  the  services  of 
Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  {Chaniicuiachenj  cum  Minachiti :  Sir, 
I  was  also  one  of  those  who  supported  the  position  that  we  should  show 
our  sympathy  and  make  our  contribution  to  the  Empire  Exhibition,  but 
at  that  time  I- was  never  under  the  .impression  that  the  amount  which 
would  have  to  be  spent  on  it  would  go  so  far,  and  I  am  afraid  that  further' 
supplementary  demands  or  other  demands  may  be  forthcoming.  As  for 
the  matter  of  the  deputation  of  a  special  officer  for  arranging  our 
Exhibition  in  London  I  think  it  is  rather  a  luxury  than  a  necessity, 
and  the .  arrangement  could  have  been  very  well  done  by  one 
of  the  officers  who  are  undergoing  training  in  England  at  our  ex¬ 
penditure  for  specialising  in  a  department  which  is  closely  connected 
with  industries,  exhibitions,  etc.,  and  instead  of  trying  to  make  use  of  his 
presence  there,  the  idea  of  sending  a  special  responsible  officer  who  lias 
to  do  much  work  here  for  such  a  trivial 'thing  is  a  waste  of  money  in  my 
opinion.  But  since  the  officer  has  already  left  us,  there  is  no  good  in 
speaking  about  that  matter.  Still  I  would  only  enter  my  protest  on 
any  similar,  expenditure  in  the  matter. 

Mb.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Commerce  and  Industries! 
North)  -,  ■;  Sir-;  I  am  one  of  those  who  justified  the  participation  of 
Travancorel  in  the  British  Empire  Exhibition  for  several  reasons.  I 
knoWthatsome  ofbnr fellow  citizens  in  British  India,  (low*?- plc«,sc)  from 
political  motives,  are  trying  to  withdraw  from  the  British  Empire  Ex- 
.  hibition  as  a  means  of  inducing  the  British  Government  to  allow  political 
concessions  to  the  people  there.  Except  as  a  mark  of  sympathy  to  our  fellow 
subjects  in  British  India,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  people  in  Travancore 
'h^vegot  anything  to  do  with  the -political  aspect  of  the  question.  So  far  as 
MifeaTconcessions  are  concerned,  we  depend  entirely  on  His  Highness 
ffife~.  Mafia  Raja-;  and  what  His  Highness  the  Maba  Raja  is  doing  or  re¬ 
frains  from  doing  can  have  no  manner  of  connection  with  the  'Britis 
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Empire  Exhibition.  Therefore  the  political  aspect  of  the  question  which 
is  so  prominent  in  the  agitation  in  British  India  does  not  at  all  come  up 
for  consideration  in  Travancore.”  There  are  also  other  considerations, 
viz,,  that  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  who  is  a  faithful  arid  highly 
respected  ally  of  the  King  Emperor,  has,  in  accordance  with  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  Travancore  State  and  the  Royal  Family,  to  ensure  a  proper  . 
and  adequate  representation  of  Travancore  in  any  scheme  in  .  which  the 
whole  British  Empire  is  represented.  It  is  not  doing  honour  to  our  Malta 
Raja  or  doing  honour  to  our  country  when  we  are  doing  such  things  on 
a  paltry  scale.  I  must  also  say  that  I  have  a  great  faith  in  the  adver¬ 
tisement  value  of  the  exhibition.  We  may  not  be  able  immediately 
to  get  our  money  value,  but  the  whole  world  which  is  concerned  in  indus¬ 
trial  matters  will  be  assembling  at  the  exhibition,  and  though  one  cannot 
know  the  direction  in  which  our  participation  in  such  an  exhibition  may. 
immediately  help  us,  we  can  feel  quite  confident  that  such  participa¬ 
tion  will  Eventually  be  of  immense  material  help  to  us.  Therefore, 
apart  from  the  sentimental  aspect  of  the  question,  I  feel  sure  that,  if 
only  we,  people,  in  Travancore,  know  how  to  take  advantage  of  the 
situation,  it  may  be  possible  for  us  to  derive  advantage  from  this  exhi¬ 
bition.  For  example,  there  is  the  ivory  industry  of  Travancore.  Every 
body  who  has  seen  our  ivory  carvings,  expresses  the  highest  admiration 
for  them ;  but  nobody  has  been  able,  to  make  any  commercial  use  of  that 
reputation  which  oiu-  country  has  built  up  with  regard  to  ivory  carving, 
If  our  ivory  carving  . industry  is  appreciated  by  a  considerable  section  of 
the  people  and  if  anybody  tries  to  push  onthasale  of  .our  ivory  carvings 
throughout  -the-,,  world,  it  is  just 'possible  that  we  might  beable  to  build  up 
a  very  magnificent  .and  prosperous  industry.  This  is  only  an '  instance 
out  of  the  many  that  may  be  described. .  As  soon  as  our  representative- 
returns  from  London  we  shall  be  able  to  know  -  in  which  direction  , 
we  may  make  an  impression.  If  we  are  men  of  genuine  trade  instincts  it 
may  be  possible  for  us  with  the  advice  of  Doctor  Kunjan  Pillai  so  to 
act  that  the  money  we  may  expend  on  it  will  return  to  us  several  fold. 
Therefore  on  materialistic  grounds  we  are  perfectly  justified  in  spend¬ 
ing  adequately  and  amply  on  our  participation  in  the  British  Empire. 
Exhibition,  and  I  therefore  gladly  support  the  motion. 

Mr.  8.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikam.  cum  Ear/ikapalli) ;  Sir  / 
I  doubt  whether  it  is  necessary  at  this  stage  that  any  plea  or  justifies,; 
tion  or  .apology  should,  be  recorded  with  regard  to  our  participation  in 
the  British  Empire  Exhibition.  As  bnsiness-men  we  have  gone. into 
it :  we  have  voted  funds  for  it.  The  principle  has  been  aocepted  / 
Under  these  circumstances,  to  bring  forward  political  motives  and  sub 
jects  of  that  kind  into  tile  discussion,  I  doubt  whether  it  is  to  our  credit 
Therefore  I  must  protest  against  the  dragging  in  of  the  subject  of  poli 
tieal  motives  or  political  terrorisatio n,  (Hear  hear.)  If /We  object  to  it 
we  must  object  to  it  from  a  purely  business  standpoint.  /  We- have  ; 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  political  motives/in  regard  to  the  demand 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Gomweree  and  Industrie? 
North).'.  .  X,  should  like  tovknow  what  M.'r.v Krishna  Aiyar  means, 
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-.  Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (MaveUlcara  cnra  Eartikapalli):  If 
there  is  any  suggestion  or  any  innuendo  that  anybody  was  actuated  by 
political  motives  I  want  to  enter  a  protest  against  it.  On  that  ground 
and  on  that  ground  only  did  I  refer  to  that  part,  of  Mr.  Mammen 
Mappillai’s 'speech. 

I  object  to  a  part  of  the  demand.  It  has  absolutely  nothing  to 
do  with  politics.  It  is  from  a  purely  business  standpoint.  The  other- 
part  .  of  the  demand,  that  is,  that  relating  to  the  deputation  of 
Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai,  I  object  to;  and  I  object  to  it  on  two  grounds. 
First,  we  need  not  have  gone  into  that  expenditure.  We  have  the 
assurance  of  Mr.  Krishna  Pillai  here  that  there  is  already  a  Govern-' 
ment  officer  in  London  and  that  his  services  could  have  been  availed  . 
of.  .  Thus  a  part  of  the  expenditure  could  have  been  saved. 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Govern,, ml) : 

I  never  said  that  his  services  could  be  utilised  for:  this  purpose. 

,  Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Macelikara  cunt  KartiJc'apalk :) ;  There 
is  a  Travancore  officer  and  his  services  could  be  utilised  in  connection 
with  the  exhibition  and  I  said,  and  I  say,  that  he  could  have  been  uti¬ 
lised.  The  passage  money  and  other  incidental  expenses  involved  in 
deputing  an  officer  from  here  might  have  been  saved.  Whether  it  is  a 
penny  or  a  pound,  it  is  a  great  saving  on  principle,  and  we  have  to  look 
into  it  merely  on  a  question  of  principle.  It  may  he  that  the  passage 
money  is  only  Rs.  1,200  or  Rs.  2,000.  It  is  the  tax-payer’s  money  and 
the  State  is  bound  to  conserve  that  money  and  to  save  as  much  of  it  as 
possible.  Therefore,  I  once  again  say  that,  in  place  of  the  deputation  of 
Dr,  Kunjan  Pillai,  Mr.  Gopala  Menon  might  have  been  entrusted  with 
the  task  of  taking  charge  of  the  exhibits  and .  arranging  the  exhibition, 
The  State  would  have  been  a  gainer  by  this  means.  That  is  the  first 
principle  on  which  I  object. 

The  second  principle  is  that,  after  incurring  the  expenditure,  after 
it  has  become  an  accomplished  fact,  the  matter  is  brought 'to  us  for  ra¬ 
tification  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  sanction.  No  doubt  it  rests  with 
the  Government  to  depute  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai,  but  so  far  as  the  expenses 
are  concerned  this  House  has  a  right  to  be  consulted.  It  may  be  that 
the  Government  have  not  had  time  enough,  to  ask  for  a  meeting  of  this 
Council  and  make  a  demand  early  enough  hut  this  is  another  matter. 
Here  is  a,  fait  accompli  and  the  House  is  asked  for  ratification  and  not 
for  sanction.  I  oppose  on  this  ground  also  that  portion  of  the  demand 
which  relates  to  the  .  deputation  .  of  Dl-.  Kunjan  Pillai.  So  far  as. 
the  rest  is  concerned,  .  we  have  entered  into  ,  a  contract  and  we 
must  abide  by"  it. .  We  have  applied  for  a  place  and  that  place  has  to  be 
paid  for.  ; 

Mr,  T.  K,  VELIJ  PILLAI  ».  ( Trivandrum  eum  Nedumcmgad) ; 
.Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  has  taken  objection  to  the  word  “politics”  in  this 
connection.  I  think  “politics”  is  a  sufficiently  wide  term  and  .the  indus-’ 
'•ftfail  'regsaemtioR.'  -of  -  R-cociutvy  :is  a  legitimate  portion  of  politics,  ■ 


DEMANDS  FOB  SUPRLEMENTARV  GRANTS. 


Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Kariilapaili) :  If 
it  is  in  that  Pickwickian  sense,  I  withdraw  my  remarks. 

■  Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cnm  Nedumangad )  :  I 
beg  Mr.  Krishna  lya-r’s  pardon.  My  meaning  is  clear,  not  in  a  Pick¬ 
wickian  point  of  view,  but  in  a  scientific  point  of  view.  Tire  industrial 
regeneration  of  the  country  is  a  portion  of  politics.  I  affirm  once  more, 
for  my  friend’s  satisfaction,  that,  taken  in  that  light,  I  think  that  partici¬ 
pation  in  a  world  function  like  the  British  Empire  Exhibition  is 
absolutely  necessary  lor  the.  industrial  development  of.  our.  country. 
There  are  immense  facilities  for  such  development.  There  are  good 
raw  materials.  There  is  an  intelligent  population  and  there  are  specially- 
trained  and  efficient  officers  who  are  charged  with  tire  reformation  and 
reorganisation  of  industrial  concerns.  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  who  has  been 
sent  to  England  for  this  purpose  is  the  Director  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  and  as  the  House  knows,  he  is  also  the  President  of  the  Econo¬ 
mic  Development  Board.  I  can  only  think  of  one  other  officer  who  may 
have  been  deputed  for  the  purpose  and  that  is  the  Director  of  Industies. 
Anyhow  Government  have  hit  upon  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai,  possibly  because, 
in  addition  to  his  being  the  Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  he  is 
also  the  President  of  the  Economic  Development  Board, 

Me.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Macelikara  cum  Kartikapalli)  :  Is 
Mr.  Vein  Pillai  aware  that  Cochin  has  not  deputed  an  officer  for  the 
purpose  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ~) :  I 
am  aware  of  it  and  I  shall  meet  that  point.  As  to  whether  Cochin’s 
action  is’ wise  or  not  that  is  a'different  question.  As  my  friend  Mr.  Krishna 
Aiyar  has  pointed  out,  there  is  a  completed  agreement.  Travancore  has  a 
prestige  to  keep  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  It  has  got  an  agreement  to 
perform  with  the  British  Empire  Exhibition  Committee.  We  have  told 
them  that  we  would  gladly  participate  in  the  function.  They  have  allot¬ 
ted  their  grounds  to  us,  and  several,  arrangements  have  been  made  and 
Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  is  on  his  way  to  England.  I  do  not  think  that  any¬ 
body  would  suggest  that  a  cable  should  at  once  be  sent  to  be  delivered  to 
him  in  Port  Said  asking  him  to  come  back,  nor  do  I  think  that  any  of  the 
members  on  this  side  of  the  House  or  the  other  would  suggest  that  an 
immediate  cable  should  be  sent  to  England  saying  that  Travancore  wants 
to  withdraw  from  the  exhibition  altogether.  As  a  citizen  of  this  State  I 
cannot  make  up  my  mind  even  for  a  moment  to  make  the  suggestion.  I 
am  sure  very  few  people  will  do  so  because  the  honor  of  the  country  is  - 
very  dear  to  us  all.  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  said  that  the  exhibition  is  but 
an  entertainment.  The  letter  E  is  common  to  both  the  terms.  But  I  do 
not  see  how  the  exhibition  is  an  entertainment  except  in  an  extended 
sense.  If  Mr.  Variar  means  that  the’ scientific  faculties  or  industrial  ex- 
.  perience  of  the  world  is  to  he  an  entertainment,  the  exhibition  is  an  enter¬ 
tainment.  It  is  an  entertainment  in  no  other  fashion  and  no  other  sense. 
It  has  been  said  that  Mr.  Gopala  Menon  who  is  in  England  might  have 
been  directed  to  look  after  this  exhibition,  I  have  known  Mr.  Gopala 
Menon  for  a  long  time.  Pie  is  a  very  intelligent  man  fit  for  any  work,  but 
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I  want  him  to  use  every  moment  of  his  time  in  England  to  his  studies 
and  to  come  out  with  remarkable  success,  I  want  him  to  get  a  world¬ 
wide  reputation.  By  attending  to  the  exhibition  business  lasting  for 
about  seven  or  eight  months  I  do  not  want  him  to  neglect  the  work  for 
which  he  has  been  deputed.  He  should  not  be  made  to  fritter  away 
bis  time  between  his  studies  and  the  taxing  responsibilities  connected 
with  the  exhibition. 

Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  points  out  that  Cochin  has  not  sent  an  officer 
from  that.  State  for ‘the  exhibition  and  asks  us  to  follow  that  example. 
It  is  not  .  for  me  to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon  the  wisdom  of  the 
Cochin  Government ;  but  I  cannot  congratulate  Cochin  on  that,  because 
if  they  are  prepared  to  participate  in  the  exhibition  then  they  might  to 
have  sent  one  of  their  own  officers,  but,  possibly,  they  may  have  no 
officers  fit  to  be  so  deputed',  and  hence  they  have  gone  in  for  an  outsider, 
Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  will  be.  coming  back  with  great  experience.  He  will 
be  able  to  tell  us  what  is  the  particular  industry  that  stands  the  chance' 
of  thriving  in  Travancore,  which  is  the  market  for  our  properties, 
which  of  our  manufactures  are  valued  in  England,  which  stands  the. 
chance  of  being  valued  in  America,  and  where  we  have  to  look  for  pur¬ 
chasers.  It  will  he  conceded  that  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  is  a  capable  officer 
with  sufficient  experience  of  the  country.  He  has  gone  about  the  country, 
and  I  think  the  only  other  officer,  as  pointed  out  by  me  before,  who  could  ; 
have  been  deputed  is  the  Director  of  Industries.  That  question  however 
is  not  to  he  discussed  now..  If  such  persons  come  back  to  our  country . 
with  their  vision  extended  and  their  experience  amplified  they  will  bean 
asset  to  Travancore.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  say  that,  apart  from  all  differ¬ 
ences  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  necessity  for  Travancore  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  Empire  Exhibition,  I  think  that  Travancore  has  sent  one  of  ! 
the  right  men.  I  may  also  observe  that  other  States  such  as  Mysore, 
Baroda,  even  the  Provincial  Governments— Bengal,  Bombay  and  Madras 
—all  these  have  sent, only  Indians  as.  representatives.  It  is  a  significant 
circumstance..  If  the  object  of  those, Governments  was  only,  to  parti¬ 
cipate.  inf  the.  exhibition: .  and  advertise  themselves,  Europeans  would  f 
have  been  sent  at  least  from  some  of  the  above  States.  On  the  other 
hand  we  find  the  organising  Secretary  and  most  of  the  representa¬ 
tives  sent  for  the  exhibition  are  Indians  and  I  think  it  is  only  because.  ', 
all  these  States  want  that  these  Indian  officers  should  return  to  their 
country  with  .sufficient  experience  and  use  their  experience  for  the  upr 
lift  of  India  as  a  whole.  I  do  not  see  it  possible  for  me  to  accept  the 
argument  of  my  friend  Mr.  Nidiry.whoisaid  that  if  he  had  known  .that  the 
amount  was  so  much  as  it-  is  now  ho  would  have  taken  a  different  view  at 
the  last  budget.  Expenditure,  Sir,,  is  not  the  most  important  thing.  If 
we  decide  upon  a  course  of  action  which  will  redound  to  the  advantage 
of  Travancore,  I  am  for  spending  a  larger  amount  rather  than  stint 
money  and  obtain .  bad  results.  In  so  far:  as  the  Government  have  de¬ 
cided.  that  we  should  participate  in  the  exhibition  and  as  articles  have 
bepn  made  to  order.and.  shipped  to  their  destination  and  as'  the:  whole 
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world  is  looking  forward  to  tlie  Empire  Exhibition  as  an  opportunity  to 
familiarise  themselves  with  the  excellent  products  of  Travancore,  I  do  not 
think  for  a  moment  that  we  shall  be  justified  in  asking  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai 
to  come  back  or  writing  to  the  Empire  Exhibition  Committee  that  we 
want  to  recede  from  the  undertaking.  Whatever  may  be  the  difference 
of  opinion  about  our  participation,  now  that  the  Government  have  em¬ 
barked  upon  that  policy  and  have  arranged  even  to  the  minutest  detail, 
as  honourable  citizens  of  an  honourable  State  we  cannot  withdraw. 
We  have  to  keep  our  promises  and  therefore  apart  from  the  question  of 
advisability  of  participation  I  am  for  allowing  these  funds.  If  a  person 
goes  to  England  we  do  not  want  him  to  go  about  like  a  pauper,  whether 
he  is  a  big  officer  or  a  small  officer,  when  he  represents  the  State.  This 
is  ail  important  State  and  the  office,  must  have  sufficient  comforts.  He 
must  have  money  enough  to  move  about;  otherwise  Travancore  will  be 
the  butt  of  redionle.  I  look  forward  to  the  time  when  our  representative 
will  come  back  with  his  vision  extended  and  his  experience  enriched 
In  order  to  take  back  upon  himself  the  Very  responsible  duties  of  the 
President  of  the  Development  Board  and  the  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries.  For  these  reasons  I  support  the  motion  before  the 
House. 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Saorelmjl  to  Government) :  Sir, 
the  objections  to  the  motion  have  been  already  answered  by  my  friends 
Messrs.  Mammen  Mappilki  and  T.-K.  Vein  .Pillai  and  I  do  not  think  I 
.need  answer,  them  in  detail.  In  regard 'to  the  deputation  of  Dr.  Kunjan 
Pillai  as  the  representative  Of  this  Government,  I  must  say  that  the 
money-  spent  on  the  exhibition ;  vvould  have  been  an  titter  waste  if 
a  capable  and  resourceful  officer  like  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  had  not  been 
sent.  This  is  what  the  Commissioner  for  India  says  in  regard  to  the 
deputation  of  representatives  to  the  exhibition  : 

“The  various  -provincial  Goverurnuiits  and  Indian  States  havu,  in  eoinpliaucu  with  the 
.Commissioner's  suggestion)  deputed  their  special  officers  to  go  in  charge  of  their  exhi¬ 
bits  to  Weruhly  Park,  so  that  those  that  have  spent  mouths  in  the  collection  and 
solection  of  the  best,  and  economically,  the  most  valuable  exhibits  of  both  Taw  and 
manufactured  products,  may  be  on  the  Exhibition  grounds  to  explain  to  inquirers  from 
all  over  the  Empire  the  features  of  the  oxhibits  in  their,  respective  stalls.  These  repre¬ 
sentatives  will  have  special  opportunities  of  studying  the  conditions  and  requirements 
of  overseas  markets  and  the  opening  there  is  for  Indian  products  of  various,  descriptions. 
They  will  return  to  India  with  a  broadened  outlook  and  with  unique  experience  to  servo 
their  respective  provinces  and  suites.”  '' 

So  that  the  deputation  of  an  officer  was  an  absolute' necessity.  1 
find  that  some  of  the  leading  Indian  States  have  sent  more  than  one 
representative.  Patiala  and  Bikanir,  for  example,  have  sent  two  re¬ 
presentatives  each. 

Mb.  A.  HOO.GEWEEE  (Nominated) :  Are  those  Offtoers  ^Direc¬ 
tors  61  Industries  or  Directors  of  Agriculture. 

Mb,.  E.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
If  necessary  I  shall  read  out  the  names  of  the  representatives  sent -from 
different  States.  '  • 

Bengal — Eao  Bahadur  J.  M. ,  Mitra,  Begistrar  of  Co-operative 
Societies! 
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Bombay— Mr.  R.  D.  Asli,  late  Assistant  to  the  Trade  Commissioner. 

The  Punjab— Mr.  L.  Health,  Controller  of  Arts  and  Crafts  Depot. 
Lahore. 

Behar  and  Orissa— Mr.  E.  C.  Rylaud,  Retired  1).  I.  X*.  of  Police, 
Behar  and  Orissa. 

Madras— Rao  Bahadur  S.  K.  Sundaraclnirlu,  Madras  Civil  Service' 

Bikanir—  (1)  Mr.  C.  B.  La  Touche,  Retired  Manager,  J.  B. 
Railway. 

(2)  Mr.  Brij  Mohan  Lai,  Director,  School  of  Arts,  ■ 
Bikanir. 

Mysore — Mr.  S.  (1.  Sastri,  H,  sc,,  Industrial .  Chemist,  Mysore 
Government. 

Patiala — (1)  Mr.  S.  Wajir  Chand,  Director  of  Sericulture,  Patiala. 

(2)  Mr,  M.  W-  Hutton,  Taxidermist,  Patiala. 

Baroda — Mr.  K.  R.  Dotivala,  M.  A. 

Kashmir— Mr.  D.  N.  Nagarakatti,  Director  of  Commerce  and  In¬ 
dustries,  Jammu  and  Kashmir. 

All  these  States  have  sent  their  representatives,  audit  would  have 
been  a  very  serious  omission  if  we  had  not  sent  our  own  representative. 
As  regards  the  selection  it  was  made  by  a  non-official  committee, 
Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  suggested  that  Mr,  Gopala  Menon’s  services  could 
have  been  utilised  in  connection  with  the  exhibition.  That  could  not 
be  done.  In  the  first  place  he  is  holding  a  scholarship  and  is  seriously  * 
engaged  in'  his  study.  As  a  matter  of  fact  his  final  examination  comes 
off  in  April  next  and  it  would  be  a  very  serious  matter  if  he  is  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  join  the  examination,  Further  Mr.  Gopala  Menon  is  not  well- 
Vefised  in  this  matter,  and  he  has  had  no  practical  knowledge  of  exhi¬ 
bitions.  Dr,  Kunjan  Pillai  it.  was  who  collected  the  exhibits  and  the 
selection  was  made  at  the  instance  of  the  non-official  committee  and  he  is 
therefore  the  best  under  the  circumstances. ...  .  ' 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Has  he  got  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  industries  of  the  country  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI {Glvef  Secretary  to  Governniaiit  : 
He  has  been  moving  about  the  country  and  is,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  best  officer  for  the  purpose.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  anything 
else  for  me  to  answer. 

PRESIDENT :  I  shall  now  put  the  motion  to  the  vote  of  the 
House. 

The  motion  was  put  and  carried  81  members,  voting  for  and  6 
against.  A:  ,, 

The  grant  was  made. 
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LEGISLATION. 

The  Travancore  Majority -Bill. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sir kar  Vakil)-.  Sir, 

I  beg  to  move  that:  the  Travancore  Majority  Bill  be  taken  up  for  con¬ 
sideration  now.  It  was  introduced  at  the-  last  meeting  of  the  Council 
and  the  House  resolved  that  the  Bill  need  not  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee.  Therefore,  it  stands  for  consideration  by  this  House  now. 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government):  I 
second,  it.  , 

Mir.  V-  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  VaM) :  No 
notice  of  any  amendment  has  been  received. 

PRESIDENT :  So  I  take  it  that  the  Houso  accepts  the  Bill 
without  any  amendment. 

The  Bill  was  adjourned  for  being  finally  passed  on  a  future  date. 

"  Revenue  Recovery'  Regulation  Amendment  Bill, 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  The 
next  item  on  the  agenda  is  the  Revenue  Recovery  Regulation  Amendment 
Bill.  This  also  was,  with  the  permission  of  the  House,  introduced  at  the 
last  meeting  and  the  House  resolved  that  it.  need  not  go  before  the  Select 
Committee.  I,  therefore,  beg  to  move  that  the  Bill  maybe  taken  up 
for  consideration  now. 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

1  second  it. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional' Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  Here 
again  there  has  been  no  notice  of  any  amendment.  .  # 

The  Council  accepted  the  Bill.  The  Bill' was  adjourned  for  being 
finally  passed  on  a  future  date. 

The  Government  Securities  Bill. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional Read  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  Sir,  I 
be«  to  present  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Government 
Securities  Bill,.  I  further  move  that  the  same  be  taken  up  for  con¬ 
sideration.  '  .  ...  '  ■ 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESYARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government )  :'  .1. 
second  it.  v  ..  .  .  .  ,  ,  '. 

Clauses  1  and  2  in  respect  of  which  no  notice  of  amendment 

had  been  received  were  added  to  the  Bill. 

ClaOsd  3. 

Mr.  3?'.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalaimzha) :  .1  beg  tomoVe 
certain  amendments  to  clause  S..  I:  propose  to.  .add  ‘  the .words  “on.  ex- . 
Cephas  provided  specifically  in  the  instrument,  itself"  before  the  words 
“no  notice”  in  line  1,  ; . 

Clause  3,  as- it  stands  at..p resent,  is  to  the  following  effect.— 
il  Save  aa  otherwise  provided  in  or  under  this  Regulation,  no  notice  of  any  trust 
iu  respect  of  any  Government  security  shall  be  roooivable  by  Our  Government. 
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2.  “Our  tiovcriunout  gliall  not  1)3  tloomurf  (o  Itavo  roovivixl  notice  of  uuy  trust  liy 
reason  only  of  I  ho'  fact  that  it  has  recognised  an  ondorsemoiit  on  n  (rovoruntont  sooiiritv 
liy  an  executor  or  administrator  as  such,  nor  shall  it  inquire  into  the  terms  of  any  will 
hy  which  such  executor  or  administrator  may  lie  hound,  lmt,  on  lining  satisfied  of  the  duo 
appointment  of  suoh  executor  or  administrator,  it  shall  he  entitled  to  treat  him  aa  the 
full  owner  of  any  Government  security  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  person  whom  ho 
represents.” 

With  respect  to  the  previous  history  oh  the  legislation  upon  the 
subject,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  Government  Securities  Act  in 
British  India  was  an  Act  of  the  year  1881  which  itself  was  amended  in 
the  year  1885  by  a  subsequent  Act.  Both  these  Acts  were  subsequently 
repealed  by  Act  XIII  of.  1886  which  in  its  turn  was  again  repealed 
by  Act  X  of  1920.  That  is  the  history  of  the  legislation  in  British  India 
on  the  subject..  • 

In  the  matter  of  Government  securities,  Act  XIII  of  1886  was* 
too  rigid  on 'the  subject  of  trusts,  Section  4  of  that  act  may  bo 
referred  to  in  this  connection  and  that  laid  down  that  no  notice,  of 
any  trust  would  be  taken  by  the  Government  with  respect  to  any  Gov¬ 
ernment  security.  And  it  was  found,  to  work  considerable  hardship,  with 
the  result  that  in  the  existing  statute  on  the  subject,  i-  e.,  the  Act  of  1920; 
modified  recognition  of  trust  was  practically  admitted  and  that  has 
been  adopted  by  my  friend  Mr.  V.  Subba  Aiyar  as  clause  ‘6  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  Bill. 

Mv  submission  is  that  the  exceptions  provided  are  not  suffioient  .se 
far  as  the  conditions  in  Travancore  are  concerned.  Here,  for  example, 
tke  Government  and  the  people  generally  will  have  to  deal  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  institutions  which  are  entirely  of  the  religious  trust  variety.  For 
example,  suppose  there  is  a  loan  contracted  by  the  Government  of  Tra- 
vaiioore  from  a  Devaswom.  In  such  cases  the  amount  is  borrowed  by 
the  Government  frow-a: trust  fund.  To  show  that,  In  such  circumstances, 
Government  will  not  take  notice  of.any  trust. at  .  all  would  certainly  be 
.  prejudicial  to  the  institutions  concerned.  So,  in  addition  to  the  exception 
that  has  been  shown  in  the  India  Act,  I  would  add  the  following  also- 
that  where  the  instrument  itself  provides  or  indicates  that  the  dealing 
is/iu  relation  tb  a  particular  trust,  certainly  Government  cannot  say  that 
they  will  not  take  notice  of  any  trust.  '  . 

.  It  is  only  for  that  purposes  that  I  have  brought  forward  this  amend¬ 
ment.  Even  in  British  India  the  rigidity  with  respect  to  the,  recognition. . 
of  trusts  in  relation  to  Government  security  has"  been  considerably  re¬ 
laxed.  British  Indian  legislation  lias  taken  care  in ,  certain  other  ins* 
tances  also;  that  is, to  say  with  respect  to  Government  Securities  in  favour 
•of  Inclian  States,  it  is  stated  that  they  would  not  be  subject  to  any  pro*  ' 
vision  in  the  said  piece  of  legislation. .  They,  therefore,  made  very  clear 
exception  with* respect  tp  certain  Government  securities  in  British  India. 
I  therefore,  point  out  that,  in  view  of  the  very  great  number  of  trusts  in 
Travancore,  the  clause  as  it  is  at  present  may  prove  a  serious  hardship- 
•  I  press  that  my  amendment  be  accepted. 
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Mb,  T.  K.  VELTJ  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedimungad) :  I 
second  it, 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  .AIYAR  (Additional Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  I.  may 
first  explain  the  section  itself,  becar.se  the  amendment  to  my  mind  is 
based  upon  some  misconception.  What  the  section  says  is  that  no 
notice  of  any  trust  in  respect  of  a  Government  security  shall  be  re¬ 
ceivable  by  Government.  That  is,  the  person  mentioned  in  the  docu¬ 
ment  should  be  treated  as  the  owner  of  the  security.  Even  though  he 
may  be  a  trustee,  even  though  the  endorsement  on  the  security  may 
evidence  a  trust,  Government  ought  to  take  no  notice  of  it.  In  other 
words,  what  the  clause  proposes  to  do  is  that  the  Government  shall  not 
enter  into  any  detailed  enquiry  as  to  whether  any  other  person  than  the 
one  named  in  the  security  is  entitled  to  the  money  or  whether  there  are 
beneficial  owners  behind  the  trustee  mentioned  in  the  document  itself. 
What  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  wants  is  that,  if  the  designation  of  the  person 
named  evidences  a  trust,  the  Government  ought  to  recognise  that  trust.. 
I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  any  amendment  at  all.  If  a  security  is 
issued  in  the  name  of  A  as  a  trustee  of  a  particular  Devaswom,  it  is  A 
that  is  entitled  to  receive  payment.  If  A  ceases  to  be  a  trustee  it  is  open 
to  him  to  endorse  the  document  to  the  new  trustee  ;  but  if  A  will  not  so 
endorse,  or  is  not  prepared  to  recognise  the  new  trustee,  Government 
should  not  be  required  to  take  evidence  and  decide  who  the  proper 
trustee  is.  It  is  opeli  to  the  new  trustee  to  go  to  a  court  to  establish 
bis  right  and  get  an  in} unction.  If  the  amendment  is  accepted  it  will  be 
throwing  a  very  sericm®  responsibility  on  the  Government.  The  proper 
eofcflief  iff  not  fcnonfer  any  right  oil  the  trustee.-  Rules  will  be  framed. 
The  authorities  of  the  trust  might  request  Government  not  to  pay  any¬ 
thing’  to  the  dismissed  trustee.  I  do  not  think  that  any  separate  exemp¬ 
tion  is  necessary  for  this;  I  do  uOt;  after  all,  think  it  to  be  .a  very 
difficult  matter. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettmnamer)  : 
I  wish  to  know  whether  Mr.  Snbba  Aiyar  has  any  particular  objection 
to  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
question  in  such  cases  will  be-  whether  we  should  give  importance,  to 
the  name  or  to  the  designation.  Matters  of  this  kind  are  purely  techni¬ 
cal  and  have  been  discussed  by  very  many  experts. .  Let  me  read  from 
the.  British  Indian  Government -Scmritw  Manual  to  show  what-  obtains 
there. 

“A  common  form  of  such  irregular  endorsements  are  those  in  which  mention  is 
made  of  a  trust,  e.  g.:  “Tay  to  A,  Trustee  for  B,”  or  “Pay  to  .A,  Guardian  of  3,”  or 
“Pay  to  Judge  of  A,  on  account  of  B’s  security,"  Govermrent  ’do  hot  undertake  any 
responsibility  as  regards  such  endorsements;  if  they  did  so,  they  yftfuld  not  he  discharged 
of  their,  liability,  in  respect  of , their  original  undertaking,  by  smply  *akiug  the  payment 
to  A,  for  he  may  have  ceased  to  be  B’s  Trustee,  and  Government  would  he  accepting  an 
obligation  which  would  lead  to  much  trouble.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  section  4  of  the 
Indian  Securities  Act  lays- down  that  no  notice  of  any  trust,  in  respect  of  any  Government 
security,  shall  ho  receivable  by  Government.  Pcrsons  wbo  endorse  ncteS  ih  such  a  way  do 
so;  therefore,,  at  their  OWn  risk.  The  words,  in  such  endorsements,-,  indicating  the  trust, 
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should  be  regarded  by  Treasury  Officers  as  so  mu  oh  surplusage  and  whenever  such  a  note 
is  endorsed  to  or  by  A  as  a  trustee,  or  in  any  similar  capacity,  he  should  be  treated  in  all 
res  eots  as  the  owner  of  the  note  in  his  personal  capacity.  Although,  however,  this  is 
sufficient  to  discharge  Government’s  responsibility  it:  is  desirable  that  Troasury  Officers 
should  advise  A  to  get  the  note  renewed  in  the  name  of  the  beueliciary,.  ns  a  measure  of 
self-protection  against  any  liability  which  lie  might  otherwise, incur,  in  respect  of  his 
trusteeship,  owing  to  his 'having  dealt  with  ilia  notes  in  his  personal  oapaoity.” 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  this  Government  will  be  under¬ 
taking  a  very  serious  responsibility  by  recognising  such  trusts.  It  is  to 
avoid  such  difficulty  that  the  clause  is  worded  as  it  is. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  .PILLAI  (Trivandrum  man  Nedumanpad)  :  I 
wish  to  know  whether  the  Government  experinoe  any  difficulty  in 
recognising  the  successors. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Hirkar  Vakil)-.  No; 
not  as  heirs. 

Mb.  K.  PAEAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (VmmaMa)  :  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  section  will  apply  to  bonds  executed  before  the  Regulation. 

Mb. V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  The 
section  is  not  intended  to  be  retrospective. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Timvalla)  :  I  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Select  Committee  who  sat  upon  this  Bill.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  section  applies  only  to  trusts  created  subsequent  to  the 
issue  of  the  bond  itself.  Therefore  the  amendment  proposed  by  my 
friend  does  not  arise  from  the  section  because  the  object  is  gained  by 
the  section  standing  as  it  is. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhalajmzha)  :  In  spite  of  the 
explanation,  I  press  the  amendment!  The  fact  that  the  necessity  in  such 
cases  as  I  pointed  out  is  not  likely  to  arise  is  no  consolation.  The  section 
has  no  retrospective  effect.  But  suppose  hereafter  a  loan  is  to  be  floated 
and  Government  borrow  from  one  of  the  Devaswoms  here ;  Government 
according  to  this  section,  might  refuse  to  take  notice  of  that  trust. 
Clause  3  says  :  .  . 

(1)  Save  as  otherwise  providedin  or  under  this  Regulation,  no  notice  of  any 
trust  in  respect  of  any  Government  security  shall  be  receivable  by  our  Government. 

(2)  'Our  Government  shall  not  bo  deemed  to  have  received  notice  of  any  trust 

by  reason  only  of  the  fact  that  it  has  reoognised  an  •'lidorsement  <m  a  Government 
security  by  an  executor  or  administrator  as  such,  nor  shall  it  inquire  into  the  terms  of 
any  will  by  which  such  executor  or  administrator  may  be  humid,  but,  on  being  satisfied 
of  the  dire  appointment  of  suoh  executor  or  administrator,  it  shall  be  entitled  to  treat 
him  as  the  full  ownor  of  any  Government  security  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  person 
whom  bo  represents.  ■  .  >  • 

Suppose  there  is  an  Ooralan  who  lends  money  in  the  name  of  a 
Devaswom.  He  might  be  the  holder  of  the  bond.  Suppose  he  is  dismissed 
after  some  time ;  then  who  is  to  receive  the  money  .?■  That  section  says 
that  the  holder  of  the  bond  alone  is  entitled  to  payment.  Government 
might  say  that  they  could  undertake  the- responsibility  of  finding  out 
the  real  claimant  ,  The  holder  will  be  the  only  person  entitled  to  receive 
payment 
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PRESIDENT  :  The  holder  of  the  bond  will  be  answerable  for  the 
money. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapmha ) :  He  may  be  a 
pauper. 

PRESIDENT:  You  may  get  an  injunction  against  payment  to 

him. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (,i mbalapiutha)  \  In  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  it  will  be  a  real  hardship.  Therefore  I  press  the  amend¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  I  have 
only  a  word  to  say.  The  question  in  such  cases  is,  which  should 
be  given  the  preference,  the  name  or  the  designation.  According  to 
the  section  the  person  named  in  the  bond  will  be  preferred.  In  case 
where  the  holder  of  the  security  is  a  pauper  a  remedy  may  be  obtained 
from  the  civil  courts  where  a  suit  may  be  filed  and  an  injunction 
iSbtained. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYA.NA  PILLAI  ( Ambakqmsha ).  Another  per¬ 

son  must  Enow  of  the  existence  of  a  security  bond, 

Mr.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Va-ki-l) :  Accounts 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  which  manages  the  trust.  They  very 
well  know  that  •• 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) :  I 
•wish  to  know  from  Mr.Subba  Aiyar  whether  he  is  not  aware  of  instances 
in  which  a  trustee  refuses  to  submit  accounts  after  he  loses  his  office. 

.  \  Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Addition ad  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  In 
such  cases  the  Government  cannot  go  into  the  question  as  to  'whether 
the  trustee  has  been  properly  removed  by  a  competent  authority  and 
whether  the  new  one  has  been  duly  appointed.  The  aggrieved  party 
should  go  to  a  civil  court  and  obtain  the  necessary  relief. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and.lost,  6  voting  for  and 
26  against.  ~ 

Clause  3  was  added  to  the  Bill. 


Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapueha) :  I  beg  to  move 
the  following  :  ‘  . 

Clause  d.  For  sub-clause  {2)  'substitute  the  following  :  " ihis'Sec - 
lion  shall  not  apply  where  such  death  has  occurred  before  this  Regula¬ 
tion  comes  into  force."-  f  i:ii 

Clause  4  reads  thus :  -  ■.  .  .. 


(1). Notwithstanding  any  law  to  the  contrary— 
(al  "When  a  Government  security  is  payable- 
and  either  or  any  of  them  dies,  tho 
prescribed,  he  payable  to  tho  survivor  or 


•o  _  -  more  ,-persdnb  jointly, 

unity  shall,  object  to  ai  m!/ -  be  . 

of  thoso  persons,  and  .r.<  ■  ”  . 
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(b)  wbnii  n  Government  security  is  payable  to  two  or  more  persons  severally 
anil  either  or  any  of  them  dies,  the  security  shall  ho  payable  to  the  survivor  or  survivors 
of  those  persons,  or  to  the  representative  of  the  deceased,  or  to  any  of  thorn. 

(2)  This  section  shall  apply  whether  such  death  occurred  or  occurs  before  or 
aftor  this  Regulation  comes  into  force. 

(3)  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  affect  any  claim  which  ary  representative 
of  a  deceased  person  may  have  against  the  survivor-  or  survivors  under  or  in  respect  of 
any  security  to  which  sub-section  (1)  applies. 

Here  the  clause  has  been  expressly  made  retrospective.  Before 
this  particular  Eegulation  has  come  into  force,  the  death  of  any  particular 
person  who  is  a  joint  holder  of  Government  security  might  have  occurred. 
Certain  rights  got  already  vested  in  certain  persons  who  are  jointly  en¬ 
titled  to  the  money  due  under  the  joint  promise.  In  .British  India  the 
matter  is  regulated  by  Section  45  of  the.  Contract  Act.  In  Travancore 
there  is  a  reported  case  in  10  T.  L.  14. 198,  page  200,  which  says  that  the 
survivor  will  be  entitled  to  the  amount  due  along  with  the  heirs  of  the  de¬ 
ceased.  My  friend  may  say  that  the  British  Indian  Act  has  been  mode 
specifically  retrospective.  But  there  Government  securities  have,  been  in 
existence  for  a  very  long  time,  say  from  1881  onwards.  But  In  Travancore 
we  have  Government  securities  for  the  first  time.  Under  such  circumst¬ 
ances  I,  may  submit  it  would  not  be  right  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
to  ignore  the  vested  rights  of  the  parties  concerned.  I  certainly  understand 
that  Government  do  not  want  to  trouble  themselves  with  enquiries  as  to 
the  rights  of  the  original  holders.  But  having  allowed  certain  rights  to 
vest  in  particular  individuals,  I  think  this  restrospective  effect  would 
cause  serious  hardship,  if  they  are  now  divested  of  those  rights.  I 
therefore  propose  the  amendment  for  acceptance  by  the  House. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirlar  Vakil):  Here 
again  I  may  at  once  explain  to  the  House  that  the  object  of  the  clause 
is  far  from  divesting  any  interest  already  vested  in  individuals.  As  I 
explained  when  I  introduced  the.  Bill  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  to 
make  the  security  easily  marketable,  and  what  I  am  trying  to  explain 
is  that,  in  cases  where  one  of  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  document 
is  dead,  the  survivor  shall  be  entitled  to  the  money.'  That  does  not,  to 
my  mind,  in  the  least  interfere  with  the  vested  right  of  any  particular 
individual.  Nor  does  it  reveal  that  the  object  is  to  divest  any  vested 
right.  The  person  interested  can  have  his  right  established  by  a  court 
of  law  and  he  can  ask  the  Government,  not  to  pay  the  money  to  any  other 
than  the  person  entitled  to  it.  I  think  it  is  clear  now  that  the  object  of 
the  clause  ,  is. not  to  divest  any.  right  vested  in  any  person.  I  therefore 
beg  to  oppose  the  motion.  ... 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President)  :  May  !  ask  Mr.  Subha  Aiyar  whether  the  expression 
‘this  section’  In  sub -clause  (2)  is  intended  to  mean  the  sub-section  or 
the  whole  section. 

i  -Mr.  y.  S.UBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirleir  Vakil) ;  Any 
iway  it  makes  no difference;  'YVe  might  take  it  that  it  means  the  whole 
section.  •  ^ 
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Kao  Bahadur  K,  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Dc- 
piitij  President )  :  If  it  means  the  whole  section  it  need  not  be  put  down 
as  a  separate  sub-section. 

PRESIDENT:  It  is  enough  if  sub-section  3  is  numbered  as  sub¬ 
section  2. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELIJ  PILLAI  (: Trivandrum  cum  Ncdumancjud) : 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  has  given  an  assurance  to  this  House  that  he  did 
not  think  of  divesting  rights  already  vested.  Perhaps  he  might  not  do 
so  on  account  of  his  generosity.  A  court  of  law  may  not  attach  very 
great  authority  to  the  proceedings  of  this  Council  or  the  assurance 
given  by  the  Government  member  in  charge  of  this  Bill.  • 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vcikit):  By 
way  of  explanation  I  may  say  that  no  assurance  of  mine  need  be  quoted 
in  any  court  of  law.  Sub-section  (3)  of  Section  4  -reads  as  follows: 

’  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  affoot  any  claim  which  any  representative  ol  a 
deceased  person  may  have  against  the  survivor  or  survivors  under  or  in  respect  of  any 
security  to  which  sub-section  (1)  applies. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tri  ran  drum  cum  Ncdun'iaiujad )  ; 
When  I  am  talking  on  this  section,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  could  certainly 
have  done  me  the  justice  to  think  that  I  have  read  the  whole  Bill.  I  do 
not  think  he  is  justified  in  thinking  that  I  am  ignorant  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  But  the  difficulty  is  this.  While  Mr.  Subba  Ai  yar  wants  to  rid 
the  Government  of  any  difficulty  or  responsibility,  why  should  the  subject 
be  put  to  the  necessity  of  a  suit  being  filed,  vakils  being  engaged  and 
the  matter  being  subjected  to  a  judicial  enquiry?  Further,  I  think,  Mr. 
Subba  Aiyar  was  telling  us  that,  in  this  particular  Bill,,  there  is  no  pro-, 
vision  to  prevent  a  party  from  getting  redress  in  the  civil  courts. 
Ordinarily,  Sir,  that  might  have  had  no  great  significance.  But  when 
we  remember  that  several  of  the  Bills  have  been  wrongly  interpreted  by 
the  High  Court  in  spite  of  the  wording'  being  very  clear  and  unambigu¬ 
ous  we  are  not  in  . a  position,  to  give  very  great  weight  to  the  statements 
of  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  that  there  is  no  such  prohibition  in  the  Bill  and  that 
the  party  is  entitled  to  go  to  a  court  of  law  for  redress.  The  expla¬ 
nation  given  by  the  Law  Member  is  not  quite  convincing.  I  trust  the 
Council  will  see  that  the  .  object  of  this  section  is  not  to  confer  any . 
right  Upon  the  people  but  it  is  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  protect  itself.  Sir,  in  justice  to  th,e  country,  I  trust  •  that  the 
Law  Member  will  take  this  aspect  of  the' question  into  careful  consider¬ 
ation  and  accept  the  amendment  because  the  Government  dp  notC.Jose 
any  thing  by  the  acceptance  of  the  amendment.  The  necessity  of  put¬ 
ting  a  party,  to  the  expense  of  a  very  protracted  and  ruinous  litigation,  is 
a  very  serious  matter  to  be  .  considered.  It  is  against  the'  principle  of 
legislation.  We  know  so  many  instances  in,  which ,  courts  of Haw 
overrule  the  legislature  as  was.  done  in  the  case  of --  the  N.air.  Regulation. 
Section  26  of  the  Regulation  in  spite  of  its  being  very  clear,  was  wrongly 
interpreted  and  decided.  I  think-  it  is  dangerous  to  import  into  this  Bill 
this  drastic  measure  just  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Government  to 
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escape  responsibility.  It  is  for  the  Government  to  accept  the  lull  respon. 
sibi'lity  and  save  the  parties  from  seeking  redress  in  courts  of  law. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruralla )  :  I  wish  to. 
say  a  word  in  support  of  the  amendment.  Even  at  the  Select  Committee 
this  section  gave  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  discussion  and  good  deal  of 
trouble.  We  were  not  all  for  this  drastic  provision.  Therefore  the 
amendment  was  made  in  the  old  section  itself.  Section  4  reads  as 
follows: — 

(1)  Notwithstanding  nay  law  to  tho  Contrary 

(u)  when  a  Government  security  is  payable  to  two  or  moio  persons  jointly, 
awl,  either  or  any  of  thorn  dies,  tho  security  shall,  subject  to  such  rules  as  may  bo  pro¬ 
scribed,  bo  payable  to  the  survivor  or  surviuors  of  those  persons,  and 

(4)  when  a  Government  security  is  payable  to  two  or  more  persons  severally' 
and  either  or  any  of  them  dies,  the  security  shall  bo  payable  to  the  survivor  or  survi¬ 
vors. of  those  persons,  or  to  the  representative  of  the  deceased,  or  to  any  of  them, 

(2)  This  soetio'n  shall  apply  whether  such  death  occurred  or  occurs  hoforu  or  after 
this  Regulation  comes  into  force. 

(3)  Nothing  heroin  contained  shall-  alloot  any  claim  which  any  representative  of  a 
dccuasod  person  may  have  against  the  survivor  or  survivors  under  or  in  respect  of  any 
security  to  whioh  sub-section  (1)  applies, 

Mb-  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Hirkar  Vakil)'.  By 
Way  of  explanation  and  with  a  view  to  cut  short  discussion, 
‘I  may  say  that  there  is  no  intention  at  all  to  divest  or  in 
any  way  affect  any  vested  right.  If  Any  friends  think  that  the 
clause  as  it  stands  may  work  hardship,  I  have  no  objection  to  omit  the 
clause.  But  I  cannot  accept  the  amendment  as  it  is. .  Unless  specifically 
mentioned  in  the  Regulation,  no  provision  will  have  any  retrospective 
effect.  It  is  therefore  enough  if  sub-clause  (2)  of  clause  4  is  omitted. 
I  therefore  beg  to  move  that  sub-section  (2)  of  clause  4  be  omitted. 

■  Mb.  P.  II.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ainbalajmzha) :  I  withdraw 
my  amendment  and  second  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  amendment, 

Mr,  Subba  Aiyar’s  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  House  and  sub¬ 
section  (2)  of  clause  4  was  omittod.  ■; 

Clause  4  a3  amended  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

.  -  Clauses  5,  6,  1,  8  and  9  were  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  tO. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapnsha j:  I  Eeg  to 
move: 

'  .  Clause  10.  Add  after  “  Mitaksham  law  “  in  line  8,  the  words,  “or 
of  an  undivided  family,  governed  by.  the.  maruimkhathayam  law  or  mar 
waged  on,  lines  sinilar  to  marumahkathaya'n  law  of  in  the  base  of  Mala*, 
bar  Brahmins.  ”  , 

Now  clause  10  as  amended  reads  thus  : 


,  “  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  Section  11,  a  person  claiming  to  be  ant 
.  Government  promissory  note  may  on.  applying  to  tlie ‘prescribed  officer  and  on 
hiiio.fi.  thb  justice,  of  bis  claim  and  deli vering  tfe  promissory  note  receipted  I 
soribecl manner,  and  paying  the  prescribadfee,  ifany,  ob!;aiu.£rumsuch  officor 
promissory  note  payable  to  him- 


titled  to  a 
i  satisfying 
in  the -pre- : 
a  reuc  wed 
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Provided  that,  when  application  is  made  for  the  re'newal'of  a  Government  promis¬ 
sory  note  which  appears  to  the  prescribed  officer  tn  stand  in  the  name  of  a  deceased 
member  of  a  Hindu  undivided  family  governed  by  the  Mitakshara  law  or  of  an  undivid¬ 
ed  family  governed  by  the  marumakkathayam  law  or  managed  on  lines  similar  to  maru- 
makkathayam  law,  as  in  the  case  of  Malabar  Brahmins,  a  renewed  promissory  note  shall 
not  bo  issued  to  the  applicant  unless  he  furnishes  a  certificate  signed  by  such  authority 
and  after  such  enquiry  as  may  he  prescribed  to  the  effect  that  the  deceased  belonged  to 
a  Hindu  undivided  family  governed  by  the  Mitakshara  law,  that  tire  promissory  note 
formed  part  of  the  joint  property  of  the  family,  and  that  the  applicant  is  the  managing 
or  solo  surviving  male  member  of  (he  family.” 

This?  section,  like  the  others,  has  been  fully  reflected  from  the  cor¬ 
responding  section  of  the  British  Indian  Act  passed  by  the  Imperial 
Legislature. 

In  British  India  there  is  a  preponderance  of  Mitakshara  families  and 
therefore  the  section  refers  to  the  Mitakshara  family.  There  are  only 
■  a  few  Malabar  families  there  and  so  the  Malabar  *  families  have  been 
included  in  the  explanation.  But  here  the  circumstances  are  different. 
jThe  explanation  of  the  section  is  as  follows : 

'*  The  expression  Hindu  undivided  family  governed  by  the  Mitakshara  law  shall  for 
t.ho  purposes  of  this  section  ho  deemed  to  include  a  Malabar  lancad 

First  of  all  what  is  exactly  meant  by  a  Malabar  iarwad  is  not  clear. 
Of  course  in  British  India  it  will  not  lead  to  any  difficulty,  because 
Malabar  there  refers  to  British  Malabar.  But  Malabar  tarwad 
need  not  necessarily,  mean  the  Travancore  tarwad.  That  is  one  objec¬ 
tion.  . 

Secondly,  Malabar  tarwad  is  said  to  be  included  in  the  expression 
.  Hindu  Mitakshara  family.  Now  there  are  tanoads  among  Mahomedans 
in  certain'  ;parts  of  Travancore,  for  example  Edava,  where  Maho¬ 
medans.  follow  the  mcmimald'athaya  system.  They  also  have  the  joint 
family  system,  Then  again  there  is  the  case  of  Nambudiris  who 
have  Malabar  tarwad  with  makdthayam  inheritance,  'Whether  these 
are  included  in  the  expression  Malabar  tarwad  is  not  quite  clear.  In 
British  India  there  is  no  such  difficulty.  Since  there  is  a  preponder¬ 
ance  of  a  Hindu  Mitakshara  family,  the  clause  occurs  as  it  is  in  the 
British  Indian  Act.  I  therefore  propose  that  the  section  might  be  - 
amended  as  follows : 

Subject  to  the  provisions  of  Section  11,  a  person  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  a 
Government  promissory  note  may,  on  applying  to  the  prescribed  officer,  and  on  satisfying 
him  of  the  justioc  of  his  claim  and  delivering  the  promissory  note  receipted  ,  in  the 
prescribed  manner,  and  paying  the  prescribed  .foe,  it  any,  obtain  from  such  officer  a 
renewed  promissory  note  payable  to  him. 

Provided  that  when  application  s  made  for  the  renewal  of  a  Government  promissory 
note  which  appears  to  the  prescribed  officer  to  stand  in  the  name  of  a  deceased  member 
of  a  Hindu  undivided  family  governed  by  the  inarwaHathm/am  law  or  managed  on 
lines  similar  to  marumaJclcattiaijam  law  as  in  the  ease  of  Malabar  Brahmins,  a  renewed  pro¬ 
missory  note  shall  not  he  issued  to  the  applicant  •  unless  he  furnished  a certificate  signed 
by  such  authority  and  after  .such,  enquiry  as  may  be  prescribed  to  the.  effect  that  the 
deceased  belonged  to  a  Hindu  undivided  family  governed  by  the  Mitakshara  law,  that 
the  promissory  note  formed  part  of  the  joint  property  of;  the  family, _  and  that,  the  appli¬ 
cant- da  the  managing  or  sole  surviving  male  member  of  the  family.  .- 
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The  explanation  may  be  done  away  with,  if  my  amendment  is 
accepted.  That  is  the  object  with  which  the  amendment  has  been 
brought  forward;  It  will  avoid  all  manner,  of  ambiguity.  It. will 
include  all  manner  of  corporate  families  existing  in.  Travaneore. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  FAtmnanur) ;  I 
second  it. 

\  .Mb.  V.  SUBBA  A.UAB,  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
amendment  seems  to  be  based  on  sentimental  grounds.  I  do  not  think 
that  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
amendment.  It  was  said  that  in  the  case  of  British  India  we  could . 
understand  the  expression  Malabar  tar-wad  and  that  in  the  case  of 
Travaneore  it  is  not-  possible  to  understand  it.  I  am  inclined  to  join 
issue  with  my  friend  on  that  point.  Ordinarily  the  expression  ‘Malabar 
tarwad’  is  understood  to  mean  an  undivided  family  governed  by 
Malabar  law.  I  will  refer  my  friend  to  the  Travaneore  Law  Reports 
and  the  digests  thereto.  The  explanation  is  quite  intelligible.  If  the 
section  is  amended,  as  suggested,  it  will  not  read  well  and  it  will  become 
very  cumbrous..  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difficulty  in  understanding 
the  section  as  it  is. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambatapmha) ;  Does  it  include 
an  Ezhava  tarwad  also,  whatever  be  the  system  of  inheritence  ? 

Mr.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ):  Cer¬ 
tainly.  I  suppose  Ezhavas  are  also  Hindus. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difficulty  in  the  section.  So  far- as  .  the 
amendment  itself  is  concerned,  i  rather  think  that  ;  it  is  cumbrous..  I 
do  not  think  it  will  be  good  drafting.  If,  however,  the  amendment  is 
pressed  by  my  friend  I  would  put  it  as  follows : — 

:  “  Hindu  undivided  family  governed  by  ilia  maruiraJohatbai/am  law  or  managed  on 

lines  similar  to  manimaJsiatmyam  law-  as  in  the  case  of  Malabar  Brahmins. 

The  expression  Hindu  undivided  family  for  the  purpose  of  this 
section  includes  every  iarwacl  or*  family  governed  by  the  Malabar  law  of 
inheritance. 

PRESIDENT :  Does  it  imply  rindivided  family  also  2 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  C Additional  Bead  Sirkar  Vakil) ;  Yes. 

PRESIDENT  :  Why  not  you  say  ;  “  Malabar  tarwad  of  all  des¬ 
criptions. ’’ 

-.  Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR.  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Valcil) :  Ido  not 
think  that  is  necessary  because  my  amendment  comprehends  all  undivid¬ 
ed  families  in  Travaneore, . 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilen) ;  I  think  it  is  better  that 
the  expression:  ‘  Malabar  tarwad  ’  is  clearly  defined. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Ido 
not  think  there  is  any  necessity  to  do  it;  • 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ( Arnbalapmha ) :  I  do  not 
think  it  will  include  illa-ns.  Therefore,  it  is  better  to  say  “families  gov¬ 
erned  by  Manmakkaiayam  law  or  Malabar  law  of  inheritance.” 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  “Un¬ 
divided  families  governed  by  the  Malabar  law  of  inheritance.”  I  sup¬ 
pose  that  will  do.  , 

Mr.  N.  KAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettwmnm). : 
Maj’  I  point  out  that  there  are  two  classes  of  Malabar  law  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  The  amendment  is  sufficiently  comprehensive. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedwmangad ) :  Will 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  omit  the  last  portion  of  his  amendment  “of  inheri¬ 
tance  ”. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  girJear  Vakil) :  I  have 
no  objection.  I  think  the  expression  “  undivided  families  governed  by 
Malabar  law  ”  is  sufficiently  comprehensive  and  will  satisfy  Mr. :  P.  K. 
•Narayana  Pillai. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalajmzha) :  I  have  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  withdraw  my  amendment  and  accept  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  am¬ 
endment,  viz.,  that  the- words  ‘undivided  families  governed  by  Malabar 
law’  be  substituted  for  ‘ malabar.  tanoad'  inline  2  of  the  explanation 
to  Clause  10, 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  House. 

Clause  10;  as  amended  whs  added  to  the  Bill- 
Clause  11- 

.  •  Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapueha)  :  Sir,  I  beg  to 
move  that  ‘  six  months  ’  be  substituted  for  ‘three  months'  in  sub-clause 
1  (c)  of  clause  11. 

The  section  says  that  before  the  expiry  ,  of  a  period  of  three  months 
from  the  date  of  declaration  notice  should  be  issued  to  the  officer  that 
proceedings  have  been  instituted  in  a  court  of  law.  According  to  section 
409  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  a.  period  of  3  months  is  the  irreducible 
minimum  for  a  notice  to  be  served  upon  the  officer  or  Government  before 
a  suit,  is  filed.  Within  the  same  period  according  to  this  section  the  party 
has  to  give  notice  to  the  officer  concerned  that,  a  suit  has  been  instituted, 
in  a  court  of  law-.  I  do. not  think  that  the  same  period  will  enable  him 
to  do  so.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  6  months  be  substituted  in  : 
the:  .place  of  3.  months. .  That  is  the  object  with -which  .  I  have  brought 
forward  the  amendment. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHN A  PILLAI-  ( Vaikam  cum  EHmiamir ) ; 
I  second  it.  ' 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head;  Sirkor  Va,kii)\  .  I  may 
say  that  it  was  fixed  at  . three  months  because  the  Limitation-  Regulation 
Amendment  Bill  that  is  now  before  the -  House  exempts  the  period  of 
n-otice.  I  fear  the  Limitation  Bill  will  take- some  time  to  become  law. 
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I  think  six  months  will  be  too  long  a  time.  Anyhow,.  I  have  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  accept  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  House. 

Ms.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (A  nbalapuzha )  :  I  beg  to  move 
that  in  line  9,  of  sub-clause  2,  for  the  words  “  a  copy  thereof  ”  the  words 
“records  of  such  enquiry,  ”  be  substituted. 

Original  documents  such  as  the  statement  of  witnesses  recorded 
by  an  officer  may  be  sent  to  the  officer  who  has  to  form  an  opinion  in 
the  matter.  Whatever  be  the  wisdom  underlying  the  parallel  section 
in  British  India,  I  think  we  may  make  a  departure. 

Mu.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Ghangmachcnj  cum  Minaehil) :  I 
second  it. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (J  dditiunal  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I 
accept  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  carried. 

Clause  11,  as  amended,  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clauses  12,  13  and  14  were  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  IS 

Mb.  P-  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalupmha)  ;  I  beg  to 
move  the  following  amendment  to  clause  15  : 

“  Provided  that  in  the  case  of  a  Government  security  renewed  under 
Section  11  or  Section  16,  nothing  in  this  Begulation  shall  be  deemed 
to  bar  a  claim  against,  the  Government  in  respect  of  such  security  by 
any  'person  who  had  no  notice  of  the  proceedings  under  those  sections, 
or  who  derives  title  through  any  such  person.  ” 

Section  11  provides  that  an  officer  authorised  by  Government 
may  adj  udicate  with  respect  to  the  claims  of  persons  who  apply  for  the 
renewal  of  any  Government  security.  Now  if  that  officer  decides  in  favour 
of  any  particular  party  it  is  certainly  open  to  Government  to  adopt  a  parti¬ 
cular  course  under  the  Regulation.  Under  the  British  Indian  Act 
we  have  a  parallel  section  which  says  that  no  person  shall  be  preju¬ 
diced  by  any  proceedings  of  which  he  had  no  notice.  Somehow 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  thought  fit  to  omit  that  provision  while  he  has 
followed  the  British  Indian  Act  in' all  other  provisions  very  closely.  My 
contention  is  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  notice,  no  person  should  be 
prejudiced  by  the  orders  passed  by  the  authorised  officer.  The  renewal  of 
a  Government  Security  is  likely  to  be  passed  under  two  sections  of  the 
present  Regulation— -sections  II  and  16.’ 

I  submit  that  in  both  :of  these  sections  it  is  obligatory  that  there 
should  be  notice.  My  submission  is  that  in  the  absence  of  any  such 
notice  it  should  not  be  held  to  prejudice  any  party  who  had  no  notice. 
If  my  friend  wants  me  to  refer  to  the  parallel  section  I  may  point  out 
the  section  in  the  British  Indian  Act,  Clause  2  of  Section  17  of 
the  Indian  Act  may  be  referred  to. 
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1’hat  is  with  respect  to  section  11  of  our  Bill.  The  British  Indian 
section  is  .very  clear  in  the  matter.  8o  far  as  section  11  of  our  Bill,  is 
concerned,  notice  seems  to  be  absolutely  necessary. 

Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIBY  (Chanyanacliery  cum  Uma-chil):  I 
second  it. 

Mb.  V.  SUBJ3A  AIYAB  {Additional  Head  Sirhar  Vakil):  1  beg 
to  point  out  that  section  17  of  the  Indian  Act  doss  not  find  a  place  in 
the  Regulation.  It  deals  with  a  particular  class-  of  bonds,  viz.,  securities 
which  are  payable  to  bearer.  Such  bonds  are  not  intended  to  be  issued 
here  and  therefore  no  such  provision  is  made  in  our  Regulation.  What 
clause  15  says  is  that,  if  the  things  mentioned  in  the  section  have  been 
done,  Government  shall  be  discharged  of  all  liability  at  the  expiry  of  six 
years.  In  other  words  what  the  section  proposes  to  do  is  to  prescribe 
a  period  of  limitation  for  discharging  Government  from  all  liability. 
Now  in  the  ease  of  evey  renewal  or  other  transactions  mentioned  in  the 
section  certainly  the  prescribed  rule  will  have  to  be  followed.  In  the 
case  of  transactions  not  relating  to  immovable  property,  the  period 
fixed  in  the  Limitation  Regulation  is  ordinarily  six  years.  I  do  not 
think  why  we  should  import  the  question  of  notice  to  the  party  in  this 
section.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this  section,  as  it  is,  is  perfectly 
clear  and  reasonable  and  will  not  incovenience  anybody.  There  is 
greater  security  also.  Government  may  decide  in  favour  of  a  particular 
person.  The  person  in  whose  favour  the  decision  is  made  should 
have  some  security  of  title  at  least  after  six  years.  I  believe'  six  years 
is  ample  time  for  safeguarding  anybody’s  rights.  The  question  of 
notice  therefore  does  not  arise.  I  find  it  difficult  to  accept  the  amend¬ 
ment.  I  therefore  oppose  it. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  {No./, mated)  {Deputy 
President ) :  I  do  not  quite  understand  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai 
when  lie  objects  to  the  section  which  says  that,  after  the  expiry  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  period,  Government  will  be  discharged  of  their  liabilities.  With 
reference  to  parties  the  only  question  which  can  be.  raised  is  whether 
the  period  mentioned  is  reasonable.  As  for  that,  the  time  fixed  . is  the 
ordinary  period  fixed  in  the  statutary  limitation  and  I  do  not  think  that 
period  is  insufficient,  .is  for  the  general  right  of  any  individual  filing- 
suits  there  is  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  which  can  he  taken  advantage  of 
by  the  party  entitled.  I  do  not  think  the  section,  as  it  is,  is  likely  to  cause 
any  serious  hardship. 

Rao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  {Nominated)  (Deputy 
President):  I  also  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mb.  3?.  K.  NARAYANA  .PILLAI  (Ainhalapiizha):  I  am  sorry 
my  friend  lias  not  understood  me  correctly.  .  My  contention  is  that  the 
Law  Member  seems  not  to  have  followed  the.  second  clause  of  sec¬ 
tion  17  in  the  British  Indian  Act  on  the  subject..  .  ’ 
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My  friend  says  that  the  Government  ate  discharging  their  liability 
only  after  six  years.  That  is  irrelevant.  Anybody  who  has  a  right  might 
exercise  it  before  the  expiry  of  that  period.  Suppose,  before  the  expiry  of  • 
that  period  one  of  the  joint  owners  gets  the  bond  renewed  by  the  officer  in¬ 
vested  with,  the  power  without  notice  being  served  on  the  rival  claimant. 
What  is  to  be  done  under  such  circumstances  ?  The  period  of  limitation 
can  be  calculated  only  from  the  date  of  the  knowledge  of  the  party  en¬ 
titled.  If  it  is  after’  four  years  the  party  will  have  only  two  years 
before  him.  To  keep  up  the  liability  of  Government  the  Bri¬ 
tish  Government  has  provided  a  safeguard  in  the  matter.  1  do  not 
see  why  the  Government  of  Travanoore  alone  should  bo  entitled  to  a 
different  position  as  to  disclaim  all  liability  after  such  period.  My  f  riend 
Mr,  Subba  Aiyar  says  that  he  opposes  the  amendment  because  there 
is  provision  in  the  section  for  renewal  of  the  bond.  That  is  strange. 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  ALYAE  {Additional  Baud  Sirkar  Vakil) :  The  . 
.renewal  should  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  provision  in  this  Regu¬ 
lation. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAl  (A  mbalapiuiha) :  There  .is  abso¬ 
lutely  no  reference  to  any  notice  in  Section  11. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AJ.YAR  {AMitwml  Head  Sirkar  Vakil): 

Section  11.  (1)  Where  there  ia  a  dispute  as  to  tile  title  to  a  Government  pro¬ 

missory  note  in  respect  of  which  an  application  fur  renewal  has  boon  made.  I  ho  pre¬ 
scribed  officer  may — 

(«)  where  any  party  to  the  dispute  lias  obtained  a  final  (Incision  from  a  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction  declaring  him  to  lie  entitled  to  such  note,  issue  a  renewed  note 
in  favour  of  such  party,  or 

(6)  refuse  to  renew  the  note  until  such  a  decision  has  boon  obtained,  or 

(c)  after  such  inquiry  as  is  hereinafter  provided  and  consideration  of  the  result 
thereof,  declare  by  order  in  writing  which  of  the  parties  is  in  his  opinion  entitled  to  ijnolu 
note  and  may,  after  the  expiration  of  three  month?  from  the  (late  of  snob-  declaration, 
issue  a  renewed  note  in  favour  of  such  party  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  sec¬ 
tion  10,  unless  within  that'period  ho  has  received  notice  that  proceedings  have  been  in¬ 
stituted  by  any  person  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  fur  the  purpose  of  establish¬ 
ing  a  title  to  such  note . 

-  .Explanation. — For  the  purpose  of  this  sub-section,  tlio  expression  ‘  final  decision' 
means  a  decision  wliich  is  not  appealable  or  a  decision  which  is  appealable  lmt  against 
Winch  no.  appeal  has  .beau  filed  within  the  period  of  limitation  allowed  by  law. 

(2)  For  the  purpose  of  the  inquiry  referred  to  in  sub-suotiuu  (1),  the  prescribed 
officer  may  himself  record,  or  may  request  the  District  Magistrate  to  record  or  to  have 
recorded,  the  whole  or  any  part  of  such  evidence  as  the  parties  may  prodnqp.  When 
such  request  has  been  made  to  the  District  Magistrate,  such  Magistrate  may  himself  re¬ 
cord  or  may  direct  any  Magistrate  of.  the  First  Class,  subordinate  to  him,  to  record  tho 
evidence,  and  shall  forward  a  copy  .thereof  to  the  prescribed  officer. 

Explanation.  For  the  purposes  of  this  sub-section,  ‘the  District  Magistrate'  means 
the  District  Magistrate  having  jurisdiction  in  the  place  whore  interest  on  the  promissory 
note  is  payable. 

- .  (3)  The  prescribed  officer  ul'  any  Magistrate  acting  under  tills  Section  may,  if 

lie  thinks  fit,  record  evidence  on  oath. 

It '.refers-  to  section  10  and  rules  will  be  la-escribed  in  the  matter. 
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Mb.  P-  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  Government 
certainly  take  the  power  to  enact  rules.  But  this  clause  takes  away  the 
fundamental  right  of  the  subject  to  have  notice  of  proceedings. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  'VaMI ) :  I  fail 
to  see  what  the  fundamental  right  that  has  been  taken  away  is.  Other¬ 
wise  I  could  have  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  While  the 
British  Government  does  not  want  to  be  so  despotic,  here  is  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  who  wants  to  be  more  arbitrary  than  the  British  Government, 
to  the  detriment  of  the  rights  of  the  subjects  of  His  Highness  the 
Maha  Eaja. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  serious  hardship  in  the  section.  Section  17  of 
the  Act  applies  to  securities  payable  to  bearer  and  the  Government  are 
discharged  from  all  liability  immediately.  This  has  not  been  adopted 
here,  and  clause  15  in  the  Bill  discharges  Government  from  liability 
only  after  six  years.  I  think  the  ordinary  period  of  limitation  in  all  civil 
suits  has  been  provided  for  in  this  case  also.  No  question  of  notice 
arises  in  such  cases. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost,  7  voting  for  and  18 
against. 

Clause  15  was  added  to  the  Bill. 


Me.  V.  SUBBA  'AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil): 
Amendments  8  and  9  are  only  printer’s  mistakes.  Therefore  I  have  no 
objection' to  accept  those  amendments- 


Clauses  16, 17,  18  and  19  Were  added  to  the  Bill  without  the 
printer’s  mistakes. 


Clause:  20. 


Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  I  beg  to 
move  the  amendment  to  clause  20. 

Add  as  sub-clause  (6)  the  following:  ■*  i-'or  the  purposes  of  this  section,  a 
-statement  made  to  any  oiticcr  taking  evidence  in  au  enquiry  under  -Section  11  shall  bp 
doemod  to  be  made  to  the  antli  oritv  empowered  to  pronouuoe  the  decision  in  the  said 
enquiry.” 

With  respect  to  the  clause  in  question  there  is  a  difficulty. 
Statements  may  be  recorded  by  the  immediate  .  authority  named  by 
Government  and  also  by  the  District  Magistrate  or  any  other  officer 
empowered  by  him, 

It  may  so  happen  that  an  officer  who  is  entitled  to  sanction  may 
not  be  the  same  as  -the  officer  to  whom  complaint  is  preferred.  I 
would  submit  that  it  is  better  to  haVe- it  distinctly  stated  that  the 
authority  contemplated  under  the  section  is  'the  authority  entitled  to 
decide  in  the  enquiry  in  question.  It  is  with  this  object  that  I  have 
brought  forward  the  amendment. 

Me.  J,  JOHN  NIDIKY  (Changanacherp  cum  Miiiaohil) :  I 

second  it. 
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'  -  [Mr.  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar.] 

PBESIDENT  :  .EvidettfeIy:you  want,  -Mr.  Narayana  Pillai,  that 
the  deciding  authority  should  be  the  authority  that  records,  the  evidence 
also.  .  : 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (-1  mbahqmzha) :  No.  I  would 
refer  the  Law  Member  to  section  11. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil).-.  Sub¬ 
section  2  says : 

“  No  court  shall  take  coguteanoo  of  any  offence  under  milisi'ction  (t)  Have  on  tlie 
complaint  of  the.  authority  to  whom  the  false  statement  was  made.” 

PBESIDENT :  He  wants  one  and  the  same  authority  for  re¬ 
cording  statements  and  for  adjudication. 

Mb.  V,  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  ■  Vakil):  .The 
amendment  is  for  sub-section  2. 

PBESIDENT :  You  may  make  the  amendment  as  you  like.  , 

;  Mb.  P.  Jt;  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (A  mbalapmha) :  The  object  of 
the  amendment  is  that  the  person  who  simply  records  evidence  should 
not  be  allowed  to  give  sanction  to  prosecute. 

PBESIDENT  :  Then  why  not  amend  the  section  itself  V 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I 
would  put  it  as  follows : 

Sub-section  .2  authority  competent  to  decide  the  matter. 

Me,  K.  PAEAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Tinwalla ) :  The  expres¬ 
sion  used  in  section  11  is  a  “prescribed  officer.”  “Prescribed  officer 
ia-the  deciding  officer.  .So  you  may  use  the  word  ‘officer’  instead  of 
authority. 

PBESIDENT:  What  is  meant  by  the  word  “ prescribed”'/ 

"',Mb.-  V.  -SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  'Head  :  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  The 
Word  “  prescribed  ”  has  been  defined. 

.1  beg  to  move  that  the  words  “  of  the  prescribed  officer  ”  be  substi¬ 
tuted  for.  “  of  the  authority  to  whom  the  full  statement  was  made.” 

Me.  P.  K,  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuxha ):  That  is  quite 
fight.  . 

The  amendment  was  accepted. 

.  Clause  20,  as  amended,  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  21. 

• .  Mb,  V.  SUBBA.  AIYAE:  (Additional  Bead'.  Sirkar  Valcii):  With 
respect  to  the  last  amendment,  clause  21,  “in  line  2  of  sub-clause  (3) 
substitute  the  word  “  if”  for  .the.  word  “  is  ””  there  is  no  such  error 
in  my  copy.  .  _  . 

AIb.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AJYAE  (Secretary  to  Government)  : 
The  mistake  occurs  only  in  the  published  copy  of  the  Bill  in  the  Gazette , 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalagmsha)  :  It  is  enough 
,f  the  correction  is  noted. 

Clause  21,  as  corrected,  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirlar  Vakil) I 
move  that  the  Bill  be  finally  read  on  a  future  occasion. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESYARAN  PILLAI  ( Timvalla ) :  May  I  know 
the  final  form  of  the  amendment  to  clause  10? 

The  clause  as  amended  was  read. 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government):  I 
second  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  motion. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  5-55  p;  m.  to  meet  again  at  11-30  a.  m. 
the  next  day. 


S.  PABAMESYAEA  AIYAR, 
Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Council. 


travancore  legislative  council 


Thursday  the  17th  January,  1921. 
(OFFICIAL  REPORT.) 


The  Council  re-assembled  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at 
Eleven  Thirty-fives  of  the  Clock  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


[ Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standing  Order  No.  12 — 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  the  questions  and  answers  to  bn  put  and  given  at.  a  mooli nS 
of  the  C'ouuoil  shall  ho  placed  on  the  Council  table  15  miuiUos  before  the  President 
takes  Ids  seat. 

(2)  The  questions  shall  ho  put  and  answered  in  tiro  following  manner:  — 

The  Secretary  shall  call  the  name  of  each  iuterpollator  in  serial  order,  specify 
the  serial  .number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reason¬ 
able  opportunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  ho  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary 
question.  Supplementary  questions  must  be  put  immediately  after  the  principal  ques¬ 
tions  to  whioh  they  relate.] 

Construction  of  a  branch  Road  from  Tovala  Road  to  Arambolij  Road. 

110.  Mr.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  (Kalkulam  cum 
Tovala) :  (a)  Are  the  Government  aware  that,  owing  to  the  want  of 
roads  for  carrying  implements  of  agriculture  and  other  .necessary  acces¬ 
sories  to  their  paddy  lands,  the  people  in  the  three  blocks  of  Putukkudi, 
Azhakaramman  and  Auvayarannnan  in  the  Tovala  channel  area  are 
put  to  very  great  inconvenience  ? 

(6)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what,  steps  have 
been  taken  by  thenvon  the  prayer  of  the  people  of  the  locality  that  a 
branch  road  might  be  constructed  from  the  Tovala  road  near  Tazhakudi 
and  connecting  it  with  the  Aramboly  road  ‘l 

Mr.  R:  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(а)  Yes.  . 

(б)  An  estimate  has  been  called  for,  for  the  construction  of 

the  road.  • 

Separate  Census  of  Nanjauad  VcUalas. 

111.  Mr.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  VILLA  1  (Kalkulam  cum 

Tovala)  :  (a)  Are  not  the  Government  awarc*of  the  fact  that  there  is  a 

separate  community  known  as  the  Nanjanad  Marumakkathaya  Vellala 
community? 
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(b)  If  SO,  will  the  Government  bo  pleased  to  state  why  the 
Nanjanad  Marumakkathaya  Vellalas  are  included  under  the,  category  of 
Vellalas  in  the  castewar  statements  in  the  recent  Census  Report  against- 
the  classification  given  in  the  previous  Census  Report  as  well  as  in  the 
State  Manual? 

(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  make  the  uecrwuy  cor¬ 
rection  in  the  recent  Census  Beport  by  instituting  another  census  ? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Giwemm-nl) 

(a)  Yes.  * 

(5)  l'he  assumption  that  they  were  shown  separately  in  the 
Census  Report,  of  1911  is  not  correct'  and  the  classification  adopted  at 
the  recent  Census  is  the  one  prescribed  for  all  India  by  the  Imperial 
Census  Commissioner.  «  . 

(c)  Government  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  order  a  separate 
census  in  respect  of-  the  •  Nanjanad  Marumakkathaya  Yellalas. 

Preference  in  Service  to  Nanjcmad  Vellalas. 

Hi  Mr.  T.  M.  CHID  AMB  A  if  AT  AN  l!  PILL  AT  (KalknUm  cum 
Tomla).:.  (a,)  Are  the  Government  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  are 
only  very  few  members  of  the  Nanjanad  Marumakkathaya  Vellala  com¬ 
munity  who  have  received  higher  education  ? 

(b)  If  so,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  order  Heads  of  . 
Departments  to  give  preferential  consideration  in  the  matter  of  employ-  . 
meut  to  those  few  who  seek  service,  and  in  .the  matter  of  promotion  to 
those  who  lire  already  in  service,  according  to  their  merits’? 

Mb.  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government);  ■ 

■  (a)  No. 

(b)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  («),  the  question  does  notarise 
:  EdixUtionatConceecioHi:  .to  Nanjanad. Vclhilas.  '  ' 

lid.  Mm  T.  M.  CHIDAMBAEATANU  PILLAI  (KalknUm  cam 
Tumid)';..  (a)  Arc  the  Government;  aware  of  the  /act  that  the  Nanjanad : 
Marumakkathaya  Vellala  community  is  as  backward  as  some  of  the 
communities  that  are  .recognised, as  backward  m  point  of  higher  edu¬ 
cation,  both  in.  English  said  in  the  vernacular  ?. 

'(b)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  extend  the- same,  kinds  of" 
concession,  e.  g„  haUVfec  concession  and  scholarship,  as  are  now  enjoyed - 
by  the  members  of  the  backward  communities  of  the  State,  to  the 
members  of  that  .community?  v 

Mn.  H.  PAEAMEHVA.KA  All’ Alt  (Secretary  to  Oovcrnmmt)  ■ 

(a)  Tlic  answer  is  in  the  negative..  -  .  , 

(  ib)  This  does  not  arise  in  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (.A).  ■  L 
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Promotions  of  Clerks  of  the  Subordinate  Educational  Offices 
to  the  Office  of  the  Director, 

114.  Mb.  T.M.  CHID  AMB  AE  ATAN U  PILLAI  (Ecdhulam  cum 
Tovala)-:  '  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the 
Director  of  Public  Instruction  considers  the  claims  of  the  clerks  of  the 
offices  subordinate  to  him  in  ■filling  the  temporary  and  permanent  vacan¬ 
cies  that  occur  in  his  office  ? 

(b)  Does  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  follow  any  definite 
■  rule  in  giving  promotions  to  the  clerks  in  his  office  and  in  the  offices 
subordinate  to  him  ? 

(e)  If.  not,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  order  him  to  fill 
vacancies  in  his  office  by  giving  promotions  to  experienced  and  qualified 
men  from  subordinate  offices,  as  chances  of  promotion  in  the  latter 
offices  are  very  rare  ? 

.  Mb,  S.  'PARAME8VARA  AIYAR  (Secretary-  to  Government): 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

( b )  The  Director  of  Public  Instruction  follows  the  principle  of 
appointing  in  each  case  the  clerk  with  the  best  claims  among  those 
competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  appointment  satisfactorily. 

(e)  This  does  not  arise,  in  view  of  the  answers  to  parts  .(a)  and 
(/;)  of  the  question.  ; 

Depressed  Glasses  ami  Registry  of  Lands. 

115.  Mb.  0.  BAMANKUNJU  (Nominated):  Are  the  Government 
aware  that  the  members  of  the  depressed  classes  feel  highly  disappointed 
and  discontented  at  the  manner  in  which  most  of  the  officers  of  ;the 
Revenue  Department  deal  with  their  applications  for  registry  '  of  lands  ?  ■ 

Mu.:  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
Government  have  no  information. 

Organisation  of  a  Labour  Department. 

116.  Me.  C.  RAMANKUNJU  ( Nominated ):  (a)  Are  the  Govern¬ 

ment  aware  of  the  immense  benefits  derived  by  the  members  of. 
the  depressed  classes  in  the  Madras  Presidency  by  the  operations  of  the  '■ 
Labour  Department  there '? 

(b)  If  they  are,  will  they  be  pleased  to  organise,  such  a  department 
for  the  State  tentatively  under  an  officer  in  charge  of  one  of  the  Develop¬ 
ment  Departments '?  '.'A 

,  Mr.;  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI.  (Chief  Secretary  to- ■G,p.bmfti$%tyi : 

(a)  Government  are  aware  that  a  Labour  Department  exists  in  the 
Madras  Presidency  and  that  one  of  the  functions  of  the  department  is  the  ' 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  depressed  classes.  ■  , 

(&)  Government  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  creating  a  separate 
department  for  the. purpose,  AAA  .v* 
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Action  taken  on  G.  0.  B.  0.  C.  No.  1509  of  M/Revenue,  1998. 

117  Mr.  0.  EAMANKUNJU  ( Nominated ) :  With  reference  to 
paragraph  3  of  their  order  R.  0.  C.  No.  1502  of  1922/Revenne,  dated  the 
14th  January,  1923,  in  which  they  say  that  “Government  have  no  doubt 
that  Tahsildars  are  chiefly  to  blame  for  this  state  of  things,”  will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  action  they  have  taken  thereon 
and  what  has  been  the  result  thereof  ? 

Mb.  R. KRISHNA PILLAI {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-.  The 
remark  quotedby  the' member  refers  to  the  failure  to  reconcile  the 
departmental  and  treasury  figures  of  receipts  of  the  Land  Revenue 
Department  for  1097  M.  E.  In  the  G.  O.  referred  to,  Government 
had  informed  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner-  that  they  insisted  on  the 
reconciliation  of  these  figures  from  the  year  1098.  The  difference 
between  the  two  sets  of  figures  in  1097  was  Rs.  4,937.  It  is  seen  from 
the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner’s  report  on  the  administration  of  the 
Land  Revenue  Department  for  1098  that,  as  the  result  of  steps  taken 
for  reconciliation  by  the  Tahsildars  during  1098,  the  difference  between 
the  departmental  and  treasury  figures  for  the  year  is  only  Rs.  236  and 
that,  if  the  excess  collections  amounting  to  Rs.  228,  which  enter  into  the 
Account  Office  figures  but  notin  the  departmental  figures  for  1098,  be 
deducted,  the  actual  difference  dwindles  down  to  Rs.  8.  The  depart¬ 
ment  is  striving  towards  effecting  complete  reconciliation  of  the  depart¬ 
mental  figures  of  receipts  with  the  treasury  figures. 

Delay  in  Transhipment,  at  Alleppey  Port. 

118.  Mr.  C.  RAMANKUNJU  (Nominated) :  (a)  Is  not  the  delay 
in  shipping  and  landing  at  Alleppey  due  to  want  of  facilities  for  loading 
and  unloading  at  the  pier  head  and  the  long  time  taken  up  by  boats  to 
ply  to  and  from  vessels 

(6)  ;  If  it .  is  so,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  sav  what  steps 
they  have  taken  to  remedy  those  defects  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  A IYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)-. 

(a)  Government  are  informed  that  there  have  been  no  undue  delays 
in  landing  and  shipping  cargo  at  the  Alleppey  pier,  except  when  shippers 
and  their  contractors  delay  in  loading  the  cargo.  Delays  occur  in  landing 
heavy  cargo  owing  to  hand  cranes  being  used.  Boats  do  not  take  a  very 
long  time  in  plying  to  and  from  vessels  under  normal  weather 
conditions. 

(h)  Sanction  has  been  accorded  to  fitting  up  two  steam  winches 
at  the  pier  head,  and  these  have  already  been  obtained  from  England 
and  will  be  placed  in  position  as  soon  as  tl^e  derricks  ordered  arrive. 
The  winches  are  expected  to  be  in  working  order  when  the  port  reopens 
“  in  September  next  after  the  monsoon.  The  pier  will  then  have  two 
-  steam  winches  and  two  hand  cranes  for  handling  cargo.  These  are.  the 

only  extra  facilities  consider&inecessary  at  present.  •  ■ 
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Employment  of  Tugs  a  t  Alleppey  Pori, 

119.  Mb.  C.  RAMANKUNJU  (Nominated):  (a)  Can  the  delay 
in  shipping  at  Alleppey  be  overcome  to  some  extent  if  the  services  of 
tugs  are  made  available  ? 

(b)  Has  there  been  any  requisition  from  the  merchants  or  boat- 
owners  for  keeping  a  tug  at  Alleppey?  If  so,  what  action  have  the 
Government  taken  on  that  requisition  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  The  use  of  a  tug  would  no  doubt  facilitate  the  work  of 
lighters  in  foul  weather,  but  its  employment  would  entail  additional 
shipping  charges  to  shippers  who  will  have  to  pay  tug-hire,  in  addition 
to  boat-hire.  _  ' 

(b)  There  have  been  no  requisitions  from  the  merchants  or 
boat-owners  for  a  tug  at  Alleppey.  The  shippers  are  said  not  to  be  in 
favour  of  the  proposal  at  present. 

*  Statistics  of  Students  belonging  to  Depressed  Classes. 

120.  Me.  C.  RAMANKUNJU  (Nominated):  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  how  many  pupils  of  the  depressed  classes  completed  primary 
education  in  1098 ; 

(b)  how  many  of  them  joined  secondary  schools :  and 

(c)  how  many  discontinued  their  studies  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a), Lb)  and  (c)  A  statement  ^'containing  the  information  required 
by  the  member  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Stipends  to  Pupils  of  Depressed  Classes, 

121.  Mr.  C.  RAMANKUNJU  ( Nominated ) :  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  institute  a  scheme  for  the  grant  of  fifty  stipends  an¬ 
nually  to  fifty  select  pupils  of  the  depressed  classes  completing  primary 
education  and  desiring  to  continue  their  studies  in  secondary  schools  ? 

Mr,  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ): 
This  question  is  covered  by  a  resolution  balloted  for  discussion  at  this 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

Porambohe  Lands  in  Populous  Villages. 

122.  Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapueha) .:  (a)  Are 
the  Government  aware  of  the  existence  of  plots  of  Government 
lands  reserved  as  poramboles  in  the  midst  of  densely,  populated 
villages  and  tending  perennially  to  endanger  the  sanitation  of  the 
neighbourhood? 

(h)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  will 
grant  such  porambokes  to  private  individuals  so  that  they  may  be  re¬ 
claimed  and  rendered  harmless  to  sanitation  ? 
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Me.  E.  KRISHNA.  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Gnrenm'eni) ; 

(a)  Government  have  no  information. 

(5)  No  general  answer  can  be  given;  kit  if  specific  instances  are 
given,  they  will  be  examined  on  their; merits. 

Communities  enjoying  Half-fee  Confession. 

123. '  Mb.  S'.  SUBRAHMANYA  KABAYALAK  {VaManapitram 

cnm  Shencottah) :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the 

table  a  list  of  the  communities. that  are  now  enjoying  half-fee  conces- 

(b)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  extend  the  half-fee  con¬ 
cession  to  the  Muppanar  community  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government); 

(a)  The  member  is  referred  to  G.  0.  Dis.  No.  (109  of  23/Leg.  E., 
dated  the  16th  June,  1923,  published  at  pages  1081-1082  of  part  IV  of 
the  Gazette  dated  the  19th  June,  1923. 

' '  (6)  The  entire  question  of  fee  concession  is  under  reconsidera¬ 
tion- 

Pentmalkulam  Tank,  Shencottah. 

124.  Mr.  S.  SUBRAHMANYA  KARAYALAR  ( Fatta-napm-am  cum 
Sheneottah ) :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be. pleased  to  state  what  steps  they 
have  taken  with  regard  to  the  acquisition  of  the  Permuallmlam  tank 
in  Shencottah  which  is  considered  to  be  a  danger  to  the  sanitation  of  the 
town  ? 

C b )  Will  the  Government. he  pleased  to  take  steps  to  close  the 
tank  before  the  end  of  this  year  ?  '.  . 

Mb.  R-  KRISHNA  PILLAI'  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  ;■ 

W  [a)  The  tank  is  poramboke  and  the  question  of  transferring  it  to 
the  Municipal  Gouhcil  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

1  (b)  Considering  tbe  nature  of  the  work  involved  and-  the  large 

capital,  required  for  the.  :  purpose,  Government  do  not  think  that  tlie- 
Municipal  Council  will  be  in  a  position  to  .carry  out  the  work  before  the 
end  of  this  year. 

Pohhiwararu  Work. 

125.  /  Ma.  M,  N.  PILLAI  (Triy'tt.iid'mm)'. ,  '(«)  Will  the  Government 

he  pleased  to  state  whether  it  is  a  fact,  that  they  have  resolved  to  direct 
poitkiivarmu  work  being  done  speedily,  evert  in  cases  requiring  sub¬ 
divisions,  without  making,  any ’.actual  survey  and  demarcation  on  the' 
ground?  '  '  .  .  r  V- 

.  :  (b)  'If  it.  is  so,  will  it  not  tend  to  create  confusion  in  the  matter 
of  survey  records  and  cause  great  uncertainty  and  consequent  hardship 
to  the  ryot's  ?  . . 
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(c)  Is  this  not  directly  opposed  to  the  objects  stated  by  them  to 
be  the  reason  for  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Tahsi'idars  and  to  the 
express  provisions  of  the  Land  Records  Rules  ? 

id)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  immediate 
necessity  that  compelled  them  to  issue  this  order  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) ; 

(а)  Yes.  Government  have  just  ordered  that  the  sub-division  of 
holdings  involved  in  polikuvaravu  cases  be  dispensed  with  for  the  pre¬ 
sent.  The  member’s  attention  is  invited  to  G.  0.  Dis.  No.  12  of  24/ 
Revenue,  dated  the  6th  January,  1924,  published  in  the  Gazette  dated 
the  8th  January,  1924. 

(б)  This  is  not  likely  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  preamble  to 
the  G.  0.  quoted  above.  Further,  that  G.  0.  makes  provision  for  sub¬ 
divisions  being'  surveyed  on  individual  applications  from  parties  and 
plotted  sketches  being  supplied  to  them,  at  their  cost. 

(c)  The  main  object  of  the  creation  of  Assistant  Tahsildars  -was 
the  inspection  and  survey  of  porambohos  and 'detection  of  encroachments 
thereon  and  the  demarcation  and  survey  of  porambohe  numbers  and 
preparation  of  plotted  sketches  therefor.  The  work  of  sub-division  of 
holdings  involved  in polchtr.aravu  eases  was  also  entrusted  to  them  sub¬ 
sequently.  The  present  Land  Records  Maintenance  rules  do  contain 
provision  for  pokkuvamvu  sub-divisions  being  effected  after  actual 
survey  and  demarcation  on  the  ground,  following  'the  rule  requiring  the 
survey  of  such  sub-divisions  in  the  pokkuoarami  rules.  In  view  of  the 
change  of  procedure  now  ordered  dispensing,  for  the  present,  with  the 
actual  survey  and  demarcation  of  pohhivariwii  sub-divisions,  similar 
modifications  will  be  made  in  both  sets  of  rules.  ( Vide  the  last  sen¬ 
tence  of  paragraph  l_of  the  G.  O.  quoted  above.) 

(<?)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  preamble'  to  the  G.  0-  quoted 

above. 

Sale  of  a  Lion  Cub. 

126.  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  (u)  Is  it  a  fact  that  the 
tamed  lion  cub  in  the,  Public  Gardens  has,  been  sold  away  ?  If  so,  ab  : 
what i  priee  and  to  whom  ? 

(5)  Was  the  sale,  if  true,  made  with  the  permission  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  or  in  consultation  with  or  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Superint¬ 
endent  who  tamed  the  cub  V  ... 

(cs)  Wrhat  was  the  necessity  for  making  that  sale  V 

W)  If  the  sale- was  .upauthorised,  will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  realise  damages  from  the  officer  concerned  7  .  ..  o  ! 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  ¥ILrLAl\(Chiaf.  Sffretd^j. •; 

(■:«)  Yes.  ;  To  Mr.  T.  M.  Raja  Ram;  Carlson's  Grand  Circus,  . 
balem,  for  B.  Rs.  350.  . 

'  (A).  The  sale  was  effected  with  the  permission  of  Government.  at. 
the  suggestion  of  the  Director!  of  the  ^Museum  and,  Public  Gar  dens,  who 
;is  the  Superintendent's  immediate  superior.  ;  • ;  ~ 
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[President.] 

(c)  Superfluity  of  lion  cubs  in  the  zoo  and  the  cost  of  feeding 

them. 

(d)  The  question  does  not  arise  in  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (b), 
Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  Do  the  Government  think 

that  it  is  a  proper  price  for  a  tamed  lion  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 

Yes. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  Was  the  permission  given  to 
sell  the  tamed  lion  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'. 
Yes,  permission  was  given  to  sell  one  of  the  cubs. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  Was  it  for  the  tamed  cub  V 
PRESIDENT  :  It  is  clear  from  the  answer.  The  sale  of  the  tamed"1 
lion  cub  is  referred  to  in*the  question  and  the  answer  also  refers  to  it. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandnnn)  ■  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
Government  order  is  to  sell  the  tamed  lion  cub. 

PRESIDENT:  There  is  the  answer  to  part  (6 ].  Your  question 
relates  to  the  sale  of  the  tamed  lion  cub  and  the  answer  relates  to  the 
same  qestion. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  There  are  two  other  lion 
cubs  also. 

PRESIDENT:  Wes  do  not  know  anything  about  them.  This 
question  does  not  relate  to  them. 

Mb.  M-  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  There  are  two  other  lion 
cubs  in  the  zoo  now, 

PRESIDENT  :  That  does  not  arise  out  of  the  question. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Then  I  do  not  ask  the 
question.  .  ■  ■ 

Do  not  the  Government  think  that  the  price  of  Rs,  850  is  too 
low  for  a  tamed  lion  and  do  they  not  think  that  by  proper  advertise 
ment  this  tamed  lion  cub  might  have  fetched  more  ? 

.Mb.  It.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) . ; 
All  lion  cubs  are  tamed.  - 

PRESIDENT:  Not  necessarily,  '  ' 

Mb.  M.  N,  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  *  Are  the  two  cubs  tamed  V 
Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government J: 
They  are  small  cubs  and  they  must  be  tame.  And  probably  they  are 
being  tamed  also. 

Mb.  M,  N.  PILLAI  fl’rieandrim),:  But  is  he  sure  that  the  two 
lion  cubs  arc  tamed  ? 

■  -  'PRESIDENT ;  ..  .Where  is  the  reference  to  that  in  your  question? 
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Hr.  M,  N,  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  I  see  from  the  answer  to 
part  (a)  of  the  question  that  the  lion  .cub  that  was  sold  is  a  tamed  one. 
Wha-t  I  want  to  know  is  why  the  Director  did  not  sell  the  untamed  lion 
cubs. 

Mb.  R.  IiRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
All  the  cubs  are  tame.  Young  cubs  are  not  so  ferocious  as  grown-up 
lions.  ; 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Are  the  two  cubs  in  the  zoo 
let  out  in  the  gardens  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  ■ 
There  is  no  reference  to  that  in.  the  question. 

Mr.  M.  N .  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Do  the  Government  not  think 
that  the  tamed  cub  is  a  more  valuable  one  than  an  untamed  one  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-, 
The  answer  has  already  been  given.  ■ 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  But  it  was  not  done  with  pro¬ 
per  advertisement.  If  they  had  advertised  for  its  sale,  it  would  have 
fetched  more. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  ;. 
It  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

PRESIDENT :  Yes,  it  is  a  question  of  opinion ;  yon  cannot  put 
it  as  a  question  for  information.,  . 

Lions  in  the  Zoo. 

127.  Mr,  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  (a)  How  many  lions 
are  there  in  the  gardens  ? 

(b)  ■  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  state  the  prices  at  which 
lions  were  purchased  by  them  in  the. past-?,  /Were  they  tame  lions  ?  . 

Mr.  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI'  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(а)  There  are  now  no  full-grown  lions  in  the  zoo. 

(б)  Information  is  not  available. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  I  want  to  know  whether, 
when  this  cub  was  sold,  there  was  any  condition  attached  to  its  sale  to 
the  man  who  purchased  it. 

PRESIDENT:  You  are  referring  to  a  particular  cub.'  Here,  ..in 
the  question,  you  have  referred  to  more  than  one  lion.  :  Your  question 
is How  many  lions  are  there  in  the  gardens  ?” 

Mr.  M.  N,  PILLAI  ('Trivandrum)-.  What  I  want /to.  know- is 
when  there  is  no  lion  in  the  zoo  what  made  the  Government,  sell  that 
tamed  cub.  .  .  . 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
The  answer  to  part  (e)  of  the  preceding  .  question-  gives  the  answer  -to 
this  supplementary  question.  . 

Mr.  M,n;  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)-,  What -is  the  expenditure, 
per  month,  on  a  lion  cub  ? 
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Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Bear  clary  to  Government)', 
It  is  about  Bs.  30  a  month. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Then  it  is  better  that  the 
zoo  is  closed. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  cannot  argue  ;  you  can  only  put  a  question. 

Extension  of  Service  to  Mr.  Thomas  Varghese,  Sir  Tear  Vakil. 

128.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum):  (a)  Is  it  a  fact  that  the 
Head  Sirhar  Vakil  has  recommended  a  second  extension  of  service  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Varghese,  fiirkar  Vakil,  Kottayam  ? 

(b)  Will  they  he  pleased  to  state  whether  they  arc  going  to  grant 
another  extension  to  him  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  S'.erd&ry  to  Government)  V 

(a)  No, 

(b)  The  extension  of  service  already  given  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Varghese  expires  only  on  the  17th  Medam,  1099.  The  consideration  of 
the  question  of  a  further  extension  of  his  service  is  premature  now. 

Extension  of  Service  toMr.  V.  Sulla  Aiyar. 

129.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) ;  (n)  How  many  times 
has  the  present  Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  been  given  extension  of 
service  up  to  this  ? 

(b)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to,  state  the  special  reason 
why  such  special  consideration  was  shown  to  this  officer  when,  other, 
high,  officers  like  High  Court  Judges  were  not  .shown  any  such  consi¬ 
deration? 

‘Mb-  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  .  to  Government)  : 

(a)  Three,  • 

( b )  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  is  still,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government, 
physically  and  mentally  quite  fit. .  His  retention  in  the  service  has  been 
sanctioned  on.  public  grounds.  - 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  know  what 
the  ‘public  grounds’  referred  to  in  the  answer  are. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILL AI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
The  ground  is  that  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  presence  as  Law  Member  of  this 
Council  is  essential  in  the  early  life  of  the  Council. 

■  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Tr ivavdrum) :  Do  the  Government  think, 
that  there  are  no  capable  Travancoreans  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Sir-,  that  is  not  a  supplementary  question. 

■  PRESIDENT :  It  does  not  arise. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum).',  Has.  Mr, .  Subba  Aiyar  been 
certified  physically  fit  ? 
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Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAl  (Chief  Secretary  lo  Government) : 
No  certificate  is  necessary. 

Mr,  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum. ) :  Has  he  been  medically  exa¬ 
mined  ?  . 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary ■  to  Government) :  I 
is  not  necessary  under  the  G\  0. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Does  not  the  recent  G.  0. 
insist  that  there  must  be  unquestionable  public  grounds  ?  Is  this  not 
against  the  G.  0.  ? 

MR.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
The  extension  is  not  against  the  G.  0. 

Extension  of  Service  to  Mr.  V.  Subba  Aiyar. 

130.  Mr,  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Chengamur  cum  PaU 
tanamtittd)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state .  whether  the 
Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  has  been  given  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  service  for  the  third  time  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ); 
The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  part  (a)  of  question  No.  129. 

Remission  of  Import  Duty  on  Pictures  for  Church  Use. 

131.  Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Etta- 
mama)  :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  Excise  Commissioner  has  recently  given,  orders  to  the  Assistant 
Excise  Commissioner,  Alleppey,  and  the  Customs  Inspector  in  charge 
of  the  Alleppey  Customs  House,  that,  no  duty  need  be  realised 
oh  pictures  and  other  articles  imported  for  the  USe  of  churches'? 

(5)  If  so,  has  the  Commissioner  asked  for  and  obtained  the 
sanction  of  the  Government  for  the  same  ? 

(c)  If  sanction  has  been  given,  has  the  necessary  notification 
exempting'  such  articles  from  customs  duty  been  published  in  the 
Gazette  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)! 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative, 

(6)  and  (e)  Under  the  Import  Tariff  Notification,  (item  No,  102),  .1 
statuaries  and  pictures'  intended  to  be  put  up.  for  public  .benefit  in  a 
public  place  are  exempt  from  payment  of  duty,  and  on  a  reference  . 
from  the  Excise  Commissioner  whether  statuaries  and  pictures  imported  ; 
for  being'  set  up  hi  churches  would  he  covered  'by .  this  exemption, 
Government  have  decided  that  they  would  be.  No  separate  notifica¬ 
tion  is,  in  the  circumstances,  necessary. 

MR.'  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Eth! 
tnanur) :  May  I  know  whether- the  pictures  are  intended  for  use  in  the 
churches  or  for  sale  ?  • 

,  Mr.  S.  PABAMESVARA  AIYAR  -.  (Secretary'  p-  Government)) 
They  are  for  use  in  churches. 
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Me.  N.  BAMAKBISPINA  P1LLAI  (raikarn  cum  Bttumanur)  ■. 
May  I  know  what  the  rule  is  with  regard  to  the  import  duty  in  British 
India? 

PBESIDENT :  Are  yon  asking  about  the  exemption  from  duty, 
Mr.  Bamakrishna  Pillai  ? 

Me.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cnm  Btimumw): 
May  I  know  whether  these  pictures  are  exempt  from'  import  duty  in 
British  India  ? 

PBESIDENT  :  Tire  tariff  is  the  same  both  for  British  India  and 
Travancorc  and  the  rates  and  immunity  must  be  also  tire  same, 

Anns  Hides. 

.132.  Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( ShcriaUai ) :  -What . steps  have 
the  Government  taken  to  carry  out  the  resolution  regarding  Arms  Buies 
moved  by  Mr.  Kunjifcomman  and  passed  by  the  Council  on  the  6th 
Medam,  1098  ? 

Mb.  B.  KBISPINA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  matter  is  still  engaging  the  attention  of  Government. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  {Shertallai)  :  Can  the  Government 
point  out  any  action,  on  their  part  which  will  go  to  show  that  the  matter 
is  still  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government  ? 

■Mb.  B.  KBISPINA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
There  is  the  reply  of  the  Government  that  the  matter  is  -engaging  their 
attention, 

PBESIDENT :  The  statement  made  in  the  reply  must  be 
accepted. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Shertallai) :  What  I  want  to 
know  is  whether  any  aotion  can  he  pointed  out  by  Government  which 
will  go  to  show  that  the  matter  is  still  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment.  -  ■  • 

PBESIDENT.:  The  stage  probably  has  not  arisen  when  an  an¬ 
nouncement  could  be  made  about  it..  When.  Government  say  that  the 
matter  is  engaging  their  attention,  it  must  be  accepted. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( Shertallai ):  What  I  want  to  know 
is  whether  the  Government  can  point  out  anything  which  would  go  to 
show  that  the  matter  is  being  attended  to. 

PBESIDENT:  The  Government  cannot  yet  make  a  definite  an¬ 
nouncement.  . 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  {Shertallai)  i  If  it  is  not  relevant, 
I  do  not  ask  it. 

PBESIDENT :  ■  It  is  not  irrelevant.;  but  it  is  opposed  to  public 
policy  to  admit  such,  a  question, 

Mb.  JOSEPH.  PANJIKABAN.  {Shertallai)  i  Under  the  rules; 
does  it  nbt  arise  ?  ■  "  ' 
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PRESIDENT:  Under  the  rules,  anything  opposed  to  public  policy 
can  be  disallowed. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIRABAN  {Shertallai)-.  "What  I  want,  to 
know  is  whether  there  is  any  action  taken  by  the  Government  which 
would  go  to  show  that  the  matter  is  still  engaging  their  attention. 

PRESIDENT :  When  the  matter  has  not  reached  a  stage  when  it 
is  proper  to  make  an  announcement,  or  when  Government  do  not  consider 
it  proper  to  make  an  announcement,  any  question  in  regard  to  the  de¬ 
tails  of  action  taken  is  opposed  to  public  policy. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PAN  JIK  ARAN  {Shertallai)  :  I  do  not  want  any 
description  of  the  action  taken.  I  only  want  to  know  whether  any 
action  has  been  taken. 

PRESIDENT  :  It  is  implied  in  the  answer.  Otherwise,  Govern¬ 
ment  would  not  have  given  the  answer  they  have  given. 

Arms  Rules. 

133.  Mb.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  .( Kalktdam  cum 
Tovala) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  orders  have 
been  passed  by  them  finally  on  the  question  of  amending  the  Arms 
Rules  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  132. 

A  Division  Assistant  and  First  Glass  Magistrate  for  Shertallai. 

134.  Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  {Shertallai) :  (<?■)  Do  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  know  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Shertallai  taluk  experience  very 
great  inconvenience  for  want  of  a  Division  Assistant  at  Shertallai  ? 

(b)  Do  the  Government  know  that,  under  the  present  arrange¬ 
ment,  for  all  criminal  cases  triable  only  by  a  First  Glass  Magistrate  and 
for  all  criminal  appeals,  the  people  of  Shertallai  have  to  go  to  Kottayam 
Crossing  the  Yembanad  lake? 

(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  take  some  early  step  for 
remedying  these  inconveniences  and  hardships  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government  ;  , 

(«)  Government  are  not  aware. 

(6)  Acs.  .... 

(c)  The  matter  will  be  examined. 

Change  of  Arayalam  Fist  Months, 

135.  Mb.  N.  PADMANABI-IA  PILLAI  {KanmagcqmUiy-.  (a)  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  have  received 
the  replies  of  the  several  Dewan  Peishkars  on  the  question  of  changing  - 
the  hist  months? 

(j)  Will  they  be  pleased  to  dispose  of  .  the  matter  at  an  early 
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Mb.  Ii.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ); 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

Students'  Strike. 

136.  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  the  papers  relating  to  the  students’  strike  have 
been  printed,,  and  if  they  are  not  ready,  will  they  be  pleased  to  state  the 
reason  for  the  delay  of  over  eighteen  months  in  the  publication  of  those 
papers? 

Mb,  S.  PAEAMESVABA  AIYAIi  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
These  papers  have  been  printed  and  laid  on  the  tablo. 

Mb.  M.  N-  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Sir, — 

Mb.  P.  K.-NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalayusha)  :  I  wish  to 
ask  a  supplementary  question  to  question  No.  122. 

PRESIDENT:  You  should  have  asked  it  when  the  Secretary 
called  your  name. 

Mb.  P,  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapwha) :  I  was  reading 
through  the.  question,  and  by  the  time  I  read  through  the  answer,,  the 
Secretary  passed  off  to  another  question.  .1  had  no  time  to  put  the 
.question,  ’  : 

PRESIDENT  ;  The  rule  .is  that  the  printed  copies,  of  the  questions 
and  answers  shall  be  placed  on  the  table  15  minutes  before  the  Council 
assembles  and  that 'members',  should  ,  read  the. answers  and  decide  what 
:  supplementary  questions  they  wish  to'ask.  Immediately  after  the  ques¬ 
tions  are  called  out.,  members  are  expected  to  put  supplementary  ques¬ 
tions.  If  no  supplementary  questions  are.  pttt,  the.  Secretary  passes  on  to 
■  the  next  question.  The  understanding  is  that  thereafter  the  time  for 
putting  supplementary  questions  is  past.  That  is  the  understanding 
and  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  go  against  it. 

Mb.  M ;  N.  PILLAI KT rimndnm) :  I  want  to  know  whether  the 
District  Magistrate  did  not  send  up  a  report  on  the  25th  or  the  26th 
about  the  occurrences  of  the  the  day. 

PRESIDENT:  That  does  not  arise  out  of  the  question.  '  If  you 
Want  to  put  any  such  question  you  will  have  to  ask  it  separately. 

Mb-  M. .  N,  PILLAI  {Trivandrum}. ;  ..It  is  said  that  the  papers; 
have  been  placed  on  the  table. 

"■'r  PRESIDENT :  Yes ;  they  have  been  placed  oil  the  table.  And  if 
.you  find  any  omissions,  you  .will  have  to  put  a  question  at  a  futul'e 
meeting  of  the  Council. 
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Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  120 


Statement  re  pupils  belonging  to  depressed 


Pupils  of  the  depressed  classes 

Boys’ 

schools, 

Girls’ 

schools. 

Those  who  completed  primary  education 

No, 

No. 

in  1098 

..  492 

.21 

Those  who  joined  English  schools 

10G 

Information 
not  available . 

Those  who  discontinued  study 

1 

Do. 

RESOLUTIONS  ON  MATTERS  OF  GENERAL  PUBLIC- 
INTEREST. 

Proportional  Representation  of  Communities  in  Making  Appointments. 

The  following  Resolution-  was  considered  to  have  been  withdrawn 
under,  the  Travancore  Legislative  Council  Rule's,  Rule  No.  40  (2),  as  the 
member-  when  called  upon  was  absent :  ■' 

.  ■_  .Mb.  Taeiatu  Kunjitomuas:  _■ 

“  This  domicil  recommends  to.  the  Government  that,,  when  wore- Applicants  than  one 
having  the  same  qualifications  come  up  with  respeoj  to  the  sain"  post  in  an/  department  . 
of  the  State,  -except  the  Devaswoiq  Department,  preference  1>?  given  to  that  applicant 
whose  community  is  the  least  represented  in  the  departmental!  proportion  to  its  numerical 
strength.” 

Permanent  Settlement. 

Mb.  M:  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (phengmmr  •  -cum.  -Pattamm- . 
tiitet):  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  that  — 

‘‘TMs  Goimcilreeonmien  js  £■>  the  Government  that,  a  ‘permanent  settle-: 
ment  of  lands  le  effected  at  the  next  settlement.”  .  •  ■ 

I  have  undertaken  to  move  this,  resolution  in  the:  Council  to 
advance  the:,  cause  of  the.  agricultural  population  of  '  this  -  country. 
According  to  the  Royal  Proclamation,  of  1061,  the  date  of  resettlement, 
which  is  to  be  done 'after  every thirty  years,  is  fast  approaching.  -If  we 
carefully  read,  the  history  of  settlements  in  Travancore,  we.  will  bo  able 
to  understand  that  the !  system  ‘  which  we  have  followed is  _ .  most 
inequitable  and  oppressive^  Though  His  Highness  the  Maba  Raja  laid 
it  down  as  a  principle  that  the  Government  are  permanently  interested 
in  the;  well-being  and '  contentment  of  the  ,  agricultural  population,  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  the  enhancement  of  public  income  when  it.  is  not  absolutely 
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called  for,  the  officers  of  the  Government  have  used  the  settlement  as  an 
engine  of  oppression. 

The  first  settlement  in  Travancore  was  in  914  k.  e.,  when  the 
kingdom  of  Travancore  did  not  embrace  all  the  area  now  forming 
part  of  it.  The  preliminary  work  was  begun  in  911,  and  the  settlement 
lasted  till  922  M,  e.  A  settlement  of  all  garden  and  wet  lands  was 
made  and  a  list  of  holders,  consolidated  abstract  and  aramt  showing 
aggregate  revenue  and  increase  due  to  settlement,  were  prepared.  The 
method  of  assessment  for  wet  lands  was  to  determine paitam  for  single 
crops  and  calculate  the  same  amount  for  each  crop,  unlike  the  present  rule 
which  allows  only  an  increase  of  50  per  cent-  on  account  of  the  second 
crop.  A  document  called  Jeuri  corresponding  to  the  pathivn  or  paita  of 
later  settlements  was  also  granted  to  the  ryots.  In  case  of  failure  of  crops, 
a  remission  was  allowed  generally  to  the  extent  of  J  of  the  pattern  fixed. 
The  second  settlement  was  in  926  m.  e.,  which  was  the  first  settlement 
alter  the  modern  kingdom  of  Travancore  was  founded.  It  lasted  from 
926  to  929.  Under  this  settlement,  the  old  tenures  were  recognised, 
a  distinct  procedure  for  assessment  of  the  wet  and  dry  lands  was  formu¬ 
lated,  a  special  system  of  measurement  for  wet  lands  in  South  T  ravan- 
core  was  introduced,  the  standard  pattam  for  assessment  was  determined 
first  and  then  the  iruppitliaram  was  fixed  after  making  deductions  on 
account  of  tenures,  wet  and  dry  lands  were  classified  as  per  tharam,  for 
dry  lands  planted  with  trees  of  .  the  taxable  kinds,  a  combination  of 
ground  tax  and  tree  tax  was  adopted,  and  only  bearing  trees  were  taxed. 
In  948,  there  was  a  nominal  revision  of  the  previous  settlement  which 
is  called  kettezhutliu  (e<a®§! sm)..  The  fourth  settlement  was  in  978. 
The  asssessment  of  978  was  fixed  not  by  actual  measurement  but  by 
mere  inspection  aided  by  local  information.  The  seed,  capacity  of  each 
field  was  taken  for  assessment,  and  the  assessment  was  partly  in  money 
and  partly  in  kind.  Tree  tax  was  levied  from  gardens.  Certain  tenures 
were  excluded  from  taxation  and  certain  tenures  were  favourably  assess¬ 
ed.  In  993,  there  was  a  garden  settlement.  There  were  5,07,075  gardens 
at  that  time.  The' assessment  was  fixed  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  trees 
and  with,  regard  to  their  productiveness.  The  revision  of  assessment  in 
993  was,  confined  to  such  holdings  as  were  in  a  condition  to  pay  en¬ 
hanced  taxes  and  the  original  rates  were  retained  in  all  other  cases. 
Another. garden  settlement  was  begun  in  1012.  The  chief  feature,  of 
that  settlement  was  the  taking  of  fixed  measurements  and  the  adoption, 
of  different  rates  for  different  classes  of  cocoanut  trees  in  North  Travan-. 
core.  - 

We  all  know  that  the  last  settlement  lasted  from  iOGl  to  1085. 
The  older  people  amongst  us  still  contemplate  with  horror  the  doings  of 
settlement  officers.  The  settlements  of  978  and  1012  formed  the  basis  : 
of  the  recent  settlement.  In  an  address  delivered  by  Mr.  Bama  Aiyangar 
to  the  leading  landholders  in  1058,  he  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  a 
revenue  survey  and  settlement  of  Travancore  'and  said ; 
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“  Wo  have  at  present  no  correct,  reoont  of  the  extent  of  lands,  no  classification  of 
soils,  no  systematic  assessment,  no  register  of.  titles,  not  even  a  complete  rent  roll  or  list 
of  landholders.  Such  accounts  as  do  exist  are  incomplete  ami  necessarily  unreliable, 
being  records  not  of  any  regular  survey  made  by  trained  or  trustworthy  agmoy  but 
at  best  only  of  rough  measurement  made  in  a  defective  manner  liy  men  ignorant  of  any 
oorrect  methods  of  measuring  and  under  no  proper  control.” 

The  objects  aimed  at  by  the  last  settlement  scheme  were  (1)  the 
^preparation  of  field  and  village  maps  ;  (‘2>the  revision  of  the  territorial 
'units  and  re-arrangement  of  taluks ;  (3)  the  systematisation  of  the  vary¬ 
ing  proportions  in  which  the  Government  demand  used  to  be  collected 
in  kind  and  in  money  ;  (4)  the  equalisation  of  assessment  according  to 
the  productive  capacity  of  the  lands  and  other  considerations  of  a  cog¬ 
nate  character  and  the  removal  of  the  gross  inequalities  which  disfigured 
the  pre-settlement  system  ;  (5)  the  simplification  of  land  tenures ;  (0)  the 
collection  and  recording  of  accurate  statistics  relating  to  the  amount  of 
agricultural  stock  in  the  country  and  to  the  condition  and  resources 
of  the  State ;  (7)  the  investigation  ;into  rent-free  holdings ;  and  (8)  the 
investigation  into  the  vimthi  system, 

The  results  of  the  last  settlement  are  sadly  disappointing.  The 
field  and  village  ,  maps  prepared  do  not  indicate  the  sub -divisions  made  in 
the  course  of  settlement  and  thereafter.  Nothing  was  done  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  re-arrangement  of  taluks-  The  classification  of  soils,  the 
determination  of  the,  relative  fertility  and  the  actual  yield  of  the  different 
kinds  directed  in  such  unmistakable,  terms  were  not  carried  out  .at  all. 
The  point  of  view  which  the  assessing  officers  were  asked  to  keep  before 
them  was  that  in  no  case  was  the  resulting  revenue  demand  payable 
to  the  Government  on  any  individual  property  to  exceed  or  fall  short  of 
the  previous  tax  by 10.  per-cent.  The  blocking  of  gardens  has  not  been 
made  after .  actual  examination  and  determination  of  soils.  Gardens 
similarly  conditioned  in  .  all  respects  have-been  differently  blocked  and,  in 
a  few  cases,  even  the  trees  standing  in  the  same  garden  have  been  placed 
in  more  than  one  assessment  class.  Very  little  simplification  has  been 
achieved  in  the.  system  of  land  tenures.  To  be  brief,  all  the  gross  in¬ 
equalities  and  anamoli.es  which  disfigured  the  old  system  have  been  silent¬ 
ly  handed  down  under  the  guise  of-an  equitablq.system  of  settlement. 

These  defects  which  were  handed  down  to  us  by  the  negligence  of 
former  administrators  will  have  to  be  cured  at  the  next  settlement. 
The  principles  and  procedure  to  be  followed  in  the  next  settlement 
will  have  to  be  embodied  in  a  legislative  enactment.  My  suggestion  is 
that  a  committee  may  be  appointed  to  study  the  various  systems  of 
settlement  in  vogue  ■  and  to  formulate  the  principles  and  procedure  to 
be  followed.  Before  the  next  settlement,  a  careful  resurvey  may  be 
necessary-  The  revision  of  the  boundaries'  of  pakutkies  also  demands 
the  closest  scrutiny  of  the  Government.  With  the  abolition  of  payment 
in  Mndpt  has  become  necessary  to  fix  a  uniform  rate,  for  all  the  taluks 
and  for  fhe  entire .  portion  of  -  the  paddy  assessment. .  A  serious  attempt 
will  haye  to  he  made  to  equalise  the' assessment  after  careful  classifica- 
tipn-of  soils  by. experiments.  The  Government  themselves  have  recog¬ 
nised  Wiith  .sorrow,  that  one  of  the  main  objects  contemplated  by 
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Mi'.  Rama  Aivangar,  viz,,  the  equalisation  of  the  assessment  with 
reference  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  has  been  almost  wholly  lost  sight 
of  by  the  policy,  unfortunately  adopted  by  the  department,  of  a  far  too 
rigid  adherence  to  the  old  assessment  in  the  case  of  the  wet  lands. 
Devaswom  and  Brahmaswom  jemnom  lands  contribute  very  little  to¬ 
wards  the  expenses  of  a  progressive  administration  in  the  benefits  of 
which  they  share  equally  with  the  tax-paying  ryots.  In  Cochin,  Deva- 
swom  and  Brahmaswom  lands  are  treated  on  the  same  footing  as  other 
lands.  These  and  other  grounds  urge  the  necessity  for  an  equitable 
resettlement,  in  the  immediate  future. 

The  object  of  my  resolution  is  to  urge  upon  the  attention  of  this 
House  the  necessity  of  introducing  permanent  settlement  for  the 
happiness  and  contentment  of  the  agricultural  population  of  this  country. 
We  all  know  that  agriculture  is  the  mainstay  of  Travancoreans. 
Lord  Curzon,  once  the  Viceroy  of  India,  in  his  pompous  resolution  on 
the  land  revenue  policy  of  India,  has  clearly  admitted  that — 

‘The  woll-buing  of  t  he  agricultural  community  in  India,  constituting  as  it  docs  so 
overwhelming  a  proportion  of  the  entire  population  of  the  Indian  continent,  and  contri¬ 
buting  so  largo  a  quota  to  the  Indian  revenues,  cannot  fail  to  !>?,  to  the  Government,  a 
matter  of  the  most  intimate  concern;  nor  can  it  he  denied  that  upon  the  incidence  of  the 
land  revenue  collections  must,  the  prosperity  of  those  classes  in  a  great  measure  depend. 
The  question  may  he  recognised,  therefore,  as  one  of  the  highest  national  importance 
transcending  the  sphere  of  parly  or  sectional  controversy  ami. demanding  at  once  the  most 
exhaustive  scrutiny  and  the  most  liberal  treatment." 

TIis  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  also  issued  the  Settlement  Proclama¬ 
tion  in  I860,  following  the  principles  contained  in  the  Despatch  of  1885 
of  the  Indian  Secretary  of  State,  to  improve- the  happiness -and  .prosperity 
of  the  people  and  to  obviate  the  evils  of  petty  exactions  and  oppressions 
consequent  on  a  periodic  revision  of  settlement.  But  the .  condition  of 
the  agricultural  population  of  this  country  is  daily  growing  worse.  It 
is  stated  in  the  recent  Census  Report  of  Travancore  that— 

“The  rice  produced  in  the  country  is  found  sufficient  to  feed  only  40  per  cant,  of 
the  people;  but 'if  the  area  now  under  cultivation  of  paddy  be  properly  cultivated,  the 
rice  output  may  be  made  sufficient  to  feed  the  whole  population.  In  Travancore  the 
number  of  persons  engaged  in  the  cultivation  has  decreased  while  the  population  and  the 
■  extent  of  area  under  paddy  cultivation  have  increased.” 

The  admitted  fall  in  agriculture  is  due  to  the  fact  that  people  are 
leaving  agriculture  to  follow  more  remunerative  occupations.  The 
persons  supported  by  agriculture  in  1911  in  Travancore  were  55*5 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  population,  while  in  British  India  they  formed 
72*4  per  cent.,  in  Cochin  50'4  per  cent.,  in  Madras  70  per  cent.,  and 
in  Malabar  60 '7  per  cent.  The  number  of  persons  supported  by 
agriculture  has  diminished  by  2  per  cent,  in  Travancore  in  1921.  Now, 
people  have  to  depend  for .  their  food  stuffs  on  foreign  countries.  They 
are  actually  suffering  from  famines.  Owing  to  the  fickleness  of  seasons, 
crops  are  damaged.  Even  then,  there  is  no  end  to  the  imposition  of 
taxes. .  Besides  the  inequitable  land-tax,  the  people  of  the  country  are 
'  already  overburdened  with  water-cess,  forest  revenue,  and  salt  and  export 
duties  on  staple  products.  Professor  Mahaffy’s  description  of  the  Indian 
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ryot  as  'a  slave  to  earn  tax  for  his  rulers’  is  very  true  of  the  Travancore 
ryot.  John  Bright  once  remarked  in  the  House  of  Commons  about 
land  revenue  in  Madras  thus  : 

“  You  will  find  in  many  parts  of  India,  especially  in  the  presidency  of  Madras,  that 
the  population  oonsdsts  entirely  of  the  class  of  cultivators  and  that  the  Government  stand 
over  them  with  a  sorcw  perpetually  turned  leaving  the  handful  of  rice  per  day  to  the  ryot 
and  pouring  all  the  rest  of  the  produce  of  the  soil  into  the  exchequer  of  the  East  India 
Company.  " 

This  description  also  entirely  fits  in  with  the  condition  of  the  people 
here. 

If  the  Government  are  interested  in  the  happiness  and  contentment 
of  the  agricultural  population,  if  they  care  for  the  increased  security  of 
fixed  property  instead  of  the  just  rights  of  the  State,  if  they  intend  to 
free  the  population  from  the  interference  of  the  fiscal  officers  of  the 
Government,  a  permanent  settlement  of  lands  must  be  effected.  It  is  ad¬ 
mitted  on  all  hands  that  the  permanent  settlement  in  Bengal  has  bene¬ 
fited  all  trades  and  professions  by  leaving  more  money  in  the  country, 
promoted  the  well-being  of  tenure-holders,  moderated  the  rent  paid  by 
actual  cultivators  and  prevented  the  worst  effects  of  famine.  In  18C2, 
Sir  Charles  Wood,  the  then  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  in  a  memor¬ 
able  letter,  approved  of  the  proposal  of  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  land 
revenue  for  India.  The  reasons  which  he  advanced  in  favour  of  such  per¬ 
manent  settlement  were  (1)  that  it  would  stimulate  and  confirm  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  sentiments  of  attachment  and  loyalty  to  the  Government ;  (2)  that 
it  would  favour  the  growth  of  a  middle  class  connected  with  the  lands 
without  dispossessing  the  peasant  proprietors  and  occupiers ;  (8)  that  by 
limiting  the  public  demands  on,  their  lands  the  thrifty  and  enterprising- 
people  would  be  inspired  to  exercise  these  qualities  ;  (4)  that  it  would  be 
conducive  to  the  contentment  of  the  agricultural  classes  on  which  de¬ 
pends  the  security  of  the  Government ;  and  (5)  that  it  would  provide  a 
ready  and  popular  mode  of  investment  for .  the  increasing  wealth  of  the 
country  in  lands. 

We  know  that  a  permanent  settlement  will  remove  the  uneasiness 
arising  from  uncertainty,  the  harassment  of  the  agricultural  classes,  and 
the  discontent  engendered  by  mistaken  assessments,  the  check  to  ex¬ 
penditure  oii  agricultural  improvements  and  the  heavy  cost  and  delay 
involved  in  the  operations.  Mr.  R.  C.  Dutt  says: — 

“Oorlaiuty  and  definiteness  in  the  rental  make  the  Bengal  ryot  confident  in  his  own 
rights  ami  prompt  him  to  save.  Uncertainty  and  iudefinitoness  in  the  State' demandant 
each  revised  settlement  demoralise  the  Madras  and  Bombay  ryot  a'nd  tako  away  fron:  hint 
the  motive  to  save.  ” 

For  the  last  settlement  we  took  24  years  and  spent  50  lakhs  of 
rupees.  If  a  proper  and  equitable  settlement  is  to  be  made  unlike  the 
last  one,  we  will  have  to  take  a  larger  number  of  years  and  spend  a  larger 
sum.  -;  In' Madras  the 'Retrenchment  Committee  was  asked  whether  it 
could  reduce  the  expenditure  .on  resettlement  and  survey.  The  unani-  ■ 
mous  opinion  of  the  committee  was  that  no  substantial  reduction  could 
be  made  in  the  expenditure  for  settlement.-',  Dewan  Bahadur  S.  Srini- 
vasaraghava  Aiyangar,  in  his  famous  memorandum  on  “  The  progress  of 
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the  Madras  Presidency  for  forty  years”  has  advocated  the  principle  of 
permanent  settlement.  He  says: 

“Tin;  theory  of  nui-»ruuil-  incmueut  in  the  value  of  lauds  and  of  the  advantage  of 
waking  Unavailable  for  meeting  public  expenditure  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  imposition 
of  taxation  nvoperlv  so  called  can  l.avo  but  a  limited  application  in  this  country.  The 
true  rent  of  the  land,  that  is,  the  vent  due  to  the  inherent  qualities  of  soil  and  advantages 
of  situation  as  contra-distinguished  from  the  value  imparted  to  it  by  Uio  application  of 
capital  or  labour,  is  oxtromelv  difficult  to  discover  and  is  subject  to  constant  fluctuations. 
There  is  no  certain  measure  of  the  fertility  of  flic  lands,  as  the  rent  of  the  same  land  varies 
aooording  to  the  crops  grown  and  the.  systems  of  cultivation  practised.  There  is  further 
“Teat  difficulty  in  deciding  what  is  normal  cultivation,  normal  harvests  and  normal  prices, 
As  Professor  Marshall  pointed  out,  good  and  bad  seasons  come  so  much  in  cycles  that 
many  years  are  required  to  afford  a  trustworthy  average  of  harvests  and  prices  and  in  those 
many  years  the  industrial  environment,  c.  g.,  tho  local  demands  Cor  the  produce  and  the 
facilities  for  selling  it  in  distant  markets  and  for  competitors  from  a  distance  to  com¬ 
pote  in  local  markets  may  have  all  changed.  Secondly,  tho  possibility  of  determining 
the  economic  rent  presupposes  the  existence  of  alternative  occupations  and  tho  possi¬ 
bility  of  movement  of  farming  capital  and  labour  to  them  to  admit  of  the  ascertainment 
of  tho  normal  farming  profits  and  normal  w'agcs.  These  conditions  are  almost  entirely 
absent  iu  this  country.  Thirdly,  the-  question  as  to  whether  tho  lands  required  for 
public  purposes  are  taken  out  of  rent  or  raised  by  taxation  is  of  far  less  importance  here 
than  in  Euglaud.  In  England,  the  bulk  of  the  land  is  owned  by  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  persons  who  have  benefited  by  tho  enormous  rise  in  rent  at  tho  expense  of 
tho  genoral  comuiunitv.  In  this  country,  on  the  contrary,  proporty  in  land  is  diffused 
throughout,  the.  population  almost  to  an  inconvenient  extent  ;  so  much  so  that  landed 
properties  consist  mostly  of  five-aero  farms  and  there  aro- nearly  as  many  properties 
.  as  there  are  families.  Fourthly,  tho  limitation  of  tho  land  tax  will  allow  large  scope 
fur  tho  development  of  taxation  for  local  and  provincial  purposes'  oir  lines  determined 
with  reference  to  tho  wants  and  'requirements  of  the  several  provinces  or  districts.” 


These  remarks  of  the  distinguished-  author  will  apply  equally  well 
to  the  conditions  o!  this'  country.  Wi  th  regard  to  ■  unearned  increment, 
Professor  Nicholson  says  that  ‘a  land  tax  imposed  by  Government  may 
take  the  form  of  a. monopoly  rent  and  as  such  enter  into  cost,  price.’ 
To  those  who  advocate  tire  theory  of  unearned  increment  in  the  land- 
values  of  the  State  according  to  the  fashion  in  England,  I  ask  the  ques¬ 
tion ;  “Ho  you  want ’money  or  a  contented  population  ?”  If  the  interests 
of  the  people  and  tho  Government  are  one, <  if  the  Government  areonly  an; 
agent  of  the- people,  how  can  Government  claim  a  share  in.  the  increase 
of  values  and  prices  brought.about  by  works  of .  Government'  performed 
with  the  money,  of  the  people  ?  The  difference  between  the  rise  in  value 
due  to  natural  causes,  the  .efforts  of  the  cultivator  and  the  action  of  ■■  the 
Government  is  very  subtle. 

.  Sir,  I  am  advocating  a  permanent  settlement :  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  people;  When  I  speak  of  permanent  settlement,  do  not  think 
that  I  am  advocating  the  imitation  of  the  Bengal  system..  There  is 
much  difference  .between  the  permanent  settlement  of  zemindari  ten¬ 
ures,  and  ryot  wari- tenures.  The  Madras  Council  has  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  for  the  speedy  introduction  of  permanent  settlement.  •_  Even  in -the 
last  Cornier),  a  question  was  asked  whether  it  was  approved  of  by  the 
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Government  of  India.  The  Government  of  India  are  even  now  consider¬ 
ing,  the  question  of  permanent  settlement  in  Madras.  Able  and  far¬ 
sighted  British  statesmen  like  Lord  Canning,  Lord  Lawrence,  Sir 
Charles  Wood  and  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  desired  to  permanently  settle 
the  land  revenue  in  order  to  give  some  assurance  and  motive  for  im¬ 
provement  to  the  people  at  some  cost  to  the  State.  Sir  Thomas  Munro, 
when  giving,  evidence  about  the  ryotwari  system  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee,  said :  , 

'‘This  assessment  is  permanent;  every  ryot  who  is  likewise  a  cultivating  proprietor 
of  the  land  which  ho  holds  is  permitted  to  hold  that  land  at  a  fixed  assessment  as  long 
as  he  pleases;  he  holds  it  for  ever  without  any  additional ,  assessment." 

He  was  questioned  by  the  committee  whether  there  was  any  diff¬ 
erence  between  the  ryotwari  system,  and  the  Bengal  permanent  settle¬ 
ment.  His  answer  was '• — 

“With  respect  to  permanency,  there  is  no  difference  between  t,h«  two  systems  hut; 
the  ryotwari  leaves  the  Government  an  increasing  revenue  from  the  waste  in  proportion 
its  cultivation.” 

Lord  Minto  recorded  his  opinion  in  1820  as  follows:  — 

"To  ameliorate  generally  tho  conditions  of  the  natives,  it  is  our  firm  conviction 
that  no  arrangement  or  measure  will  tend  so  speedily  and  ef  fectively  to  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  these  important  objects  as.  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  settlement.” 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  North-West  Provinces,  who 
strongly  advocated  permanent  settlement,  was  of  opinion  that  the  pros¬ 
pective  loss  which  Government  would  incur  by  relinquishing  its  share  of 
the  profits-  arising  from  extended  .Cultivation  and  improved,  productive¬ 
ness  would  be  partly,  if  not wholly,  compensated  by  the  indirect  returns 
which  would  be  derived  from  the  increased  wealth  and  prosperity’ of.  the 
country  at  large.  In  1871,  the  idea,  of  permanent  settlement  was 
definitely  abandoned  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  opinions  of 
three  generations  of  statesmen  and  builders  of  the  empire  were  cast  to 
the  winds.  Mr.  11.  C.  Dutt  says  ’: 

“  Since  then,  the  Indian  Government  have  tried  to  persuade  themselves  and  to  per¬ 
suade  others  that  the  permanent  settlement  is  a  useless  and  hurtful  institution. 
English  lauded  proprietors,  who  themselves  enjoy  and  appreciate  the  benefits  of  a 
permanent-  settlement  in  England  under  Pitt’s  Act  of  1798  learn  to  repeat  whon  they 
arrive  in  India  that  what  is  good  for  themselves  is  not  good  for  the  people  of  India. 
Young  men  fresh  from  schools,  when  they  come  out. as  administrators  to  India,  learn  to 
sneer  at  the  opinions  of  Cornwallis  and  Sir  Thomas  Munro;  of  Wellesley  and  of  Lord 
Ilastiugs;  of  Canning  and  Lawrence;  of  Lord  Halifax  and  Sir  Stafford  Northcotij.as  the 
school  of  thought  of  An  earlier  period  which  is  now  out  of  date  and  eut  of  fashion;  Add. 
tho  people  of  India  are  asked  to  believe  with,  all  the  -eloquence,  of  official 'persuasion 
that  the  grapes  which  are  now*  placed  Veyomf  -their  reaoli  are  aour  and’  they  will  thrive 
best  under  a  continuous  iuovease  of  the  State  demand  from  the  soil.”  ; 

I  am  advocating  the  introduction'  of  permanent  settlement  so  .ably 
espoused  by  distinguished  administrators  who  judged  its  mentsirow  the 
highest  standpoint,  namely,-  that  of  the.  happiness  and  contentment  of 
the.  people  of  the  country.  ....  L  .- 

'  Now-a-days,  economists  have  begun  to  think  that  land  revenue 
is  not  the  main  prop  of  the  administratipni  Mr.  K.-V-  Bangaswami 
Aiyangar,  in  his  address  to  the  third  annual  session  of  the  •  Indian  Eco¬ 
nomic  Conference,  has  remarked ; 
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“  Laud  tax  lias  shown  the  least  elasticity  of  any  of  the  source*  of  Indian  revenue; 
Relatively  to  other  sources  it  has  diminished  in  importance.” 

When  a  discussion  took  place  at  the  East  India  Association  on  a 
paper  read  by  Sir  Patrick  ,1.  Fagan  on  “  The  future  of  the  Indian  land 
revenue,”  Mr.  Wood  suggested  that  Sir  Patrick  had  dealt  with  the  subject 
in  too  narrow  a  spirit,  for  he  seemed  to  regard  taxation  as  a  blessing  in 
itself  and  to  take  the  view  that  a  country’s  progress  could  only  be 
measured  in  accordance  with  the  extent  of  its  taxation  and  added  that 
a  Government  to  carry  on  its  affairs  must  impose  taxes,  but  it  did  not 
follow  that  it  must  have  land  taxes.  In  1040  the  land  revenue  in 
l’ravancore  was  only  39  per  cent,  of  its  total  revenue.  In  1097  the 
land  revenue  is  only  19  per  cent,  of  the  total  revenue.  The  increase 
of  land  revenue  in  Travancore  is  137  per  cent,  from  1040  to  1097,  while 
the  customs  revenue  has  increased  by  575  per  cent,  from  1040  to  1097. 

■  Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Oom-r 
■missioner) :  May  I  know  what  the  figures  to  which  Mr.  Madhava 

Variar  is  referring  are  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  He  says  that  the  land  revenue  in  1097  is  19 
per  cent,  of  the  total  revenue  as  against  39  per  cent,  in  1040. 

MR.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  Does  he  Know  what  it  is  in  Madras  ? 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chentjannur  cum  Pattanmn- 
titta):  I  do  not  know  particularly  about  Madras.  I  have  not  collected 
the  figures  for  Madras.  I  know  what  it  is  for  the  wholg  of  India.  I 
shall  give  him  the  figures  for  India. 

We  have  begun  to  tax  the  incomes  and  to  impose  local  cesses-  For¬ 
getting  all  academic  theories  of  foreign  economists  and  new-fangled 
notions  of  land  tax  propounded  by  such  bookish  people,  we  ought  to 
advocate  the  introduction  of  permanent  settlement  solely  in  view  of  the 
welfare,  and  contentment  of  the  vast  agricultural  population  of  this 
country.  I  have  endeavoured  to  place  before  the  House  the  necessity 
of  an  equitable  and  proper  settlement,  and  the  immediate  requirement  of  a 
legislative .  enactment  to  fix  the  principle  and  procedure  of  the  next 
settlement  and  to  settle  the  lands  permanently.  I  request  this  House 
to  consider  this  Resolution  with  all  seriousness  visualising  the. exact 
condition  of  the  dumb  agricultural  population  of  this  country.  : 

Mb,  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vailiam  cum  Rttumdnmr)'.  Sir, 

I  support  the  resolution  before  the.  House  that  the  future  settlement 
should  be  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  land  tax.  I  lay  particular 
emphasis  on  the  fact  that  the  proposal  is  only  to  make  the  future  settle¬ 
ment  permanent.  The  last  settlement  was  not  undertaken  with  the 
object  of  making  it  permanent,  aud  it  would  indeed  be  difficult  to  sup¬ 
port  a  proposition  to  accept  the  last  settlement  as  final:  The  settlement 
that- has  taken  place  is  as  imperfect  as  any  settlement  could,  be.  The 
existing;  survey- measurements  themselves  are  defective,  inaccurate,  in¬ 
complete  and  partial,  and  the  revenue  accounts  based  thereon  are 
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imperfect.  The  last  settlement  has  contributed  more  to  the  volume  of 
litigation  in  this  State  than  anything  else.  A  settlement  which  deserves 
to  be  made  permanent  requires  more  laborious  and  extended  investi¬ 
gation  and  should  be  carried  out  with  the  greatest  care  and  thorough¬ 
ness  and  on  a  different  basis  altogether.  The  problem  presented  for 
discussion  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  problems  connected  with  the  administration,  of  the  country.  It 
is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  material  well-being  of  an  agricul¬ 
tural  population  like  that  of  this  State,  that  in  the  words  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  India,  “it  transcends  the  sphere  of  party  or  sectional  con¬ 
troversy  and  demands  at  once  the  most  exhaustive  scrutiny  and  the 
most  liberal  treatment.” 

Nor  is  the  question  a  novel  one.  '  The  problem  has  uninterrupted¬ 
ly  engaged  the  most  careful  and  anxious  attention  of  the  great  British 
Indian  administrators  from  the  .very  commencement  of  British 
sovereignty  in  India.  The  object  of  those  responsible  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  early  land  settlements  in  India  was  undoubtedly  to  effect 
a  permanent  settlement  of  revenue.  The  modern  history  of  the 
land  revenue  policy  in  British  India  may  be  said  to  commence  from 
the  time  when  Col.  Baird  Smith  submitted  to  the  Government  of  Lord 
Canning  his  report  urging  the  adoption  of  a  policy  of  permanent  settle¬ 
ment  all  over  India.  This  led  to  the  proposal  made  with  the  con¬ 
currence  of  the  provincial  governments  by  Lord  Canning  in  1860.  The 
recommendation  was  accepted  by  the  then  Secretary  of  State  in  1862, 
but  was  subsequently  abandoned  by  another  Secretary  of  State  in 
1883.  Two  distinct  principles  were  adopted  by  two  different  schools 
of  administrators,  one  urging  a  permanent  settlement  of  land  revenue 
and  the  other  demanding  a  continuous  increase  of  land  tax  for  the 
State.  Between  the  two  schools j  Lord  Ripon  tried  to  adopt  a  middle 
course  by  proposing  to  limit  the  demand  for  a  continuous  increase  of 
land  revenue  to  the  definite  and  equitable  ground  of  an  increase 
in  prices.  This  proposal'too  was  vetoed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
1885.  The  evils  of  the  land  revenue  policy  continued  to  be  the  subject 
of  agitation  ;  and  in  1900  memorials  were  sent  up  by  several  eminent 
and  influential  gentlemen  praying  for  the  smaller  favour  of  a  limitation 
at  least  of  the  demand  from  the  land.  The  Government  of  India  dealt 
with  this  and  the  question  of  permanent  settlement  in  their  resolution 
dated  the  16th  January,  1902,  and  finally  refused  to  change  the  policy 
laid  down  in  1883  and  1885.  In  spite  of  all  these  declarations  of  the 
Government  of  India,  the '  question  has  not  reached  any  finality  at  all, 
and  is  still  engaging  the  anxious  consideration  of  some  of  the  Indian 
legislatures  at  the  present  day. 

Of  the  three  kinds  of  settlement  adopted  in  British  •India,  the 
zemindari,  the  mahalwari  and  the  ryotwari,  we  are  .  only'  concerned 
with  the  last,  which  is  the  system  adopted,  .here  and  in  madras  and 
Bombay.  The  distinctive  feature  of  these  settlements,  as  Baden-  - 
Powell  remarks,  is  that  in  the  ryotwari  system  the  Government  woul  d 
never  deal  with  a  middleman,  while  in  the  other  two  systems  it  would 
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never  deal  with  any  one  else.  The  policy  of  the  permanent  settle- 
ment  with  the  zemindars  in  Bengal,  adopted  as  an  administrative  and 
political  measure  and  in  view  of  the  difficulties  attending  a  detailed  in¬ 
vestigation,  has  given  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  controversy ;  and  the  mistake 
of  this  policy  has  been  held  up  as  an  argument  against  permanent  settle¬ 
ment  in  general.  But  the  systems  of  settlement  are  so  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  that  it  may  not  only  serve  any  useful  purpose  but  may  even  be 
misleading  to  compare  the  merits  and  the  demerits  of  a  permanent  settle¬ 
ment  as  applied  to  ryotwari  and  zemindari  lands-  It  is,  however, 
necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  benefits  of  a  settled  land  tax  are 
likely  to  be  reaped  by  the  cultivator  himself  under  the  ryotwari  system 
of  settlement  as  it  is  directly  with  him  that  the  settlement  is  made. 
This  is  peculiarly  the  case  in  Travancore  as  the  cultivators  are  mostly 
small  proprietors  and  the  settlement  is  made  with  the  proprietor  him¬ 
self  who  is  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  also  the  cultivator  of  the  soil,- 
and  the  person  entitled  to  take  the  profits  made  by  his  own  exertions. 

•The  history  of  the  ryotwari  land  settlements  in  India  shows  that  it 
was  mainly  owing  to  the  great  difficulties  attendent  on  a  proper  survey 
and  settlement  that  permanent  settlement  was  not  effected  as  in  the 
case  of  zemindari  lands.  It  was  the  very  labour  involved  in  a 
thorough  settlement  that  retarded  the  adoption  of  a  permanent  settlement 
in  regard  to  this  system  as  it  was  exactly  the  very  easiness  of  the  measure 
that  led  to  the  declaration  of  a  permanent  settlement  in  the  case  of 
zemindari  lands.  In  order  to  effect  a  permanent  settlement,  lands  had 
to  be  carefully  surveyed,  the  assessment  had  to  be  made' on  sound  and 
definite  principles  and  a  very  careful  investigation  had  to  be  made.  It 
is  generally  the  careless  and  .  imperfect  way  in  which  settlements  are 
, conducted  that  necessitates  further  settlements.  That  the  object  of  the 
founders  of  this,  system  was  to  make  the  settlement  permanent  is  beyond 
dispute.  :Though  .fixity  of  the  rental  was  not  declared  by  any  Act  or 
Proclamation,  it  was  accepted  as  a  fact  by  the  Madras  Government 
mkny  years  after  Sir  Thomas  Munro  had  declared  that  permanency 
was  the  principle  underlying  the  ryotwari  system.  “  There  can  be  -no 
question’”,  said  the  Madras  Government  to  the  Government  of  India  in 
1862,  “that,  one  fundamental  principle  of  the  Ryotwari  system  is  that 
the  Government  demand  on  the  land  is  fixed  for  ever.  ”  %henthe  pro¬ 
posal  was  made  by  Lord  Canning  in  1860,  the  only  Government  that 
objected  to  the  proposal  for  a  permanent  settlement  was  the  Govern- 
.  ment  of  the  Punjab  and  their  objection  was  raised  on  the  ground  of  the 
incomplete  development  of  the  country.  After  the  Secretary  of  State’s 
decision  in  1862,  Lord  Lawrence  had  decided  to  settle  permanently 
fairly  cultivated  and  fully  developed  lands;  and  . in  1867  this  decision 
was  re-affirmed,  and  it  was  laid  down  as  a  rule  that  a  certain  per¬ 
centage  of  cultivation,  in  .the  .district  was  necessary  as  a  condition  pre¬ 
cedent  :  to  the  introduction  of  ,a  permanent  settlement.  The  objection  on 
the  ground  of  a  prospective  loss  of  revenue  assumed  promiheflee  only  in 
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later  years.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  early  Indian  administrators  who 
worked  among  the  people  and  who  knew'  more  about  their  conditions 
were  in  favour  of  a  permanent  settlement  and  were  prepared  to  get 
over  the  difficulty  attending  the  preparation  for  such  a  settlement. 

Can  it  be  said  of  such  an  enlightened  and  small  State  like  Travan- 
core  that  the  country  is  undeveloped  and  not  yet  fit  for  the  introduction 
of  a  permanent  settlement  .?  Certainly  not.  It  would  indeed  have, 
lightened  much  labour  in  the  direction  of  a  permanent  settlement  if  the 
settlement  had  been  preceded  by  an  economic  survey  and  investigation 
of  the  country  and  if  scholars  and  public-spirited  men  had  imitated  the 
example  of  Harold  Mann,  Jack,  and  others  who  have  been  labouring 
with  such  conspicuous  success  in  some  of  the  British  Indian  districts. 

But  the  main  objection  raised  against  permanent  settlement 
is  that  it  is  wrong  to  deprive  the  State  of  the  right  to’  participate  in  the 
increased  rental  of  land,  as  it  is  entitled  to  share  in  the  unearned  incre¬ 
ment  from  its  profits,  and  that  the  increasing  expenditure  of  the  State 
requires  this  resource  to  be  kept  up.  Leaving  aside  the  abstract  question 
of  the  State’s  legal  and"  customary  right  to  impose  and  enhance  taxes 
on  land,  the  objection  has  to  he  viewed  with  reference  to  the  economic 
and  practical  aspect  of  the  question,  accepting  as  our  basis  the  proposi¬ 
tion  that  the  desire  to  widen  the  sources  of  agricultural  wealth-  and  to 
promote  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  the  people  is  the  one  important  . 
consideration  of  the  State.  So  far  as  Travancore  is  concerned,  that  this 
has  been  the  object  kept  in  view  is  abundantly  clear  from  the  Koyal  Pro¬ 
clamation  of  1061.  A  reference  to  sections  4  and  31  will  make  it  clear 
that  the  advancement  of  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  His  Highness’ 
subjects  was  the  paramount  consideration  that  weighed  with  our 
Gracious  Sovereign.  Dewaii  Kama  Aiyangar  wrote  in.  1885  : 

“Anil  .for  A  small  native  dependent  State  like  Travancore,  the  wisest  policy  .to 
pursue  is  to  seek  to  improve  its  .administration  and  to  advance  the  interests  of  .  its 
subjects,  not  by  leaps  and  bounds,  but  by  steady  and  sure  steps,  by  husbanding  and  im¬ 
proving  the  existing  sources  of  revenue,  by  spending  the'  revenues  obtained  from  the 
country  within  it  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  tax-payers,  and  by  scrupulously  abstaining 
from  inoroaSiug  the  burdens  of  the  people  except  when  absolutely  and  unavoidably 
necessary.  -Any" margin- of  profits  left  to  the  people  by  such  moderation  on  the  _part  of 
the  State  will  go  to  in oreaso  their  capacity  for  hearing  increased  indirect  taxation  and 
will,  to  use  the  words  of  Lord  Sydenham,  ‘fructify  iu  their  pockets’;' 

The  objectors  maintain  that  the  unearned  increment  of  profits 
resulting: from  the  general  development  of  the  country  should  be  taxed- 
This,  certainly  implies  that  the  State  is.«of  justified  in  asking  for  a  share  ; 
of  the  increment  resulting  from  .the  expenditure  of  labour  and  capital 
by  the -tenant-  .  The  increase  of  production  in  the  majority  of  eases  is. 
almost  wholly  due  to  the  expenditure  of  labour  and  capital  by  the  tenant- 
It  has  to  be  remembered  that  there  is  no  middleman  .  between:  the 
actual  .  cultivator  and  the'  Government  '  ib\  ;fiiis.--_.;  .solMjan^ 
settlement,  and  any  profit  left mitaxed  goes. to.  benefit  the  agricultural 
population  and  not  a  limited  class  of  landholders.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  uncertain  and  frequent  enhancements  of  land  revenue  are  fatal 
to.  successful  agricult ui'e.  In  putting  a  permanent  limit  on  this  demand 
from  the  soil,  the  State  only  induces  the  development  of  the  land 
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by  enabling  more  capital  to  be  spent  upon  it  and  thus  indirectly 
benefits  the  land  and  enhances  the  taxable  capacity  of  the  people.  Laud 
tax  is  the  oldest  of  taxes  and  in  olden  days  perhaps  the  only  tax  available 
to  the  State.  The  progress  of  civilisation  lias  devised  new  methods 
of  taxation  and  expenditure,  and  at  the  present  day  land  tax  is  showing 
itself  to  be  so  very'  inelastic  that  eminent  economists  seriously  entertain 
the  belief  that  this  tax  may  be  done  away  with  altogether  and  other 
and  more  suitable  forms  of  taxation  substituted.  In  fact,  in  England 
laud  tax  was  permanently  fixed  towards  the  close,  of  the  18th  century 
and  reduced  to  a  rent  charge  liable  to  be  redeemed.  As  a  source  of 
income,  land  tax  is  highly  inelastic  and  unsatisfactory  and  its  im¬ 
portance  in  relation  to  other  sources  of  revenue  has  considerably  de¬ 
clined  in  recent  years.  It  required  twenty-eight  years  and  more  than 
forty-two  lakhs  of  rupees  to  complete  one  of  the  most  unsatisfactory 
settlements  in  this  country  ;  and  yet  what  has  l>oen  the  State's  gain  in 
proportion  to  this  huge  expenditure 't 

In  this  State  more  than  70  per  cent,  of  the  population  are  agri¬ 
culturists  and  the  numerous  other  taxes  which  have  come  into  existence 
have  necessarily  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  those  very  same  people. 
Those  who  urge  that  the  State  lias  a  right  to  share  in  the  increment 
of  the  produce  of  the  laud  conveniently  forget  that  almost  all  the  other 
taxes  which  the  Government  now  collect  have  also  to  come  out  of  the-' 
very  same  class  of  people  who  pay  the  land  tax.  'There  would,  perhaps, 
have  been  some  justification  for  an  enhancement  of  the  tax  on  land  if 
the  landholders  as  a  class  arc  more  lightly  taxed  in  comparison  with 
other  claves  of  people  who  were  more  severely  taxed  and  land  had 
benefited  by  the  improvement  from  these  sources  of  revenue.  If  there 
has  been  a  general  development  of  the  country,  it  is  the  agricultural 
population  alone  that  has  contributed  to  this  development  and  there  is 
no  justification  at  all  for  taxing  the  profits,  if  any,  resulting  from  this 
development.  The  agricultural  population  arc  yet  to  bear  further 
burdens  of  taxation  with  the  extension  of  local  self-government  through¬ 
out  the  country.  The  peculiarity  of  this  tax,  in  taxing  the  very 
object  ‘land’  itself,  whoever  be  the  possessor  of  it,  has  also  to  he  taken 
into  account.  The  State  fails  to  achieve  one  of  the  very  highest  of  its 
duties,  vis.,  development  of  its  ■' own  resources  by  imposing  frequent  bur¬ 
dens  on  the  land.  And  after  all,  why  should  the  principle  of  re¬ 
vision  be  applied  to  land  alone  ?  If  Hie  principle  of  participation 
in  increased  profits  be  applied  to  land,  it  has  equally  to  be  applied 
to  the  case  of  all  other  incomes  without  limitation.  It  is  not  fair 
to.  tax  the  unearned;  increment  from  land  alone.  Terhapa  it  may¬ 
be 'justifiable  to  enhance  the  tax  on  land  which  has  benefited  by 
irrigation  and  other  works  done  by  the  State  at  the  expense  of  the  general 
revenues.  But.  in  such  cases  a  special  cess  like  ■  the  Kodayar  irrigation 
cess  will  amply  meet.the  ends  of  justice.  In  fact,  such  taxes  are  already 
in  existence.  Even  the  income  tax  falls  indirectly  on  Hie  agricultural 
population  who  are  mostly  indebted  to  money-lenders.  The  -value  of 
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the  land  by  itself  is  ordinarily  very  little ;  it  is  the  labour  and  capita! 
expended  on  it  that  makes  it  valuable,  and  taxable.  An  indiscriminate 
fax  on  the  earned  as  well  as, the  unearned  increment  of  profits  which  is 
the  only  result  of  attempting  to  tax  the  unearned  increment  is  highly 
injurious  to  agriculture.  .For  a  State  like  Travancore,  expenditure 
ought  mostly  to  be  for  reproductive  works  and  the  increasing  demands  of 
the  State  ought  to  he  met  by  increasing  reduction  of  expenditure  in  other 
directions. 

Tire  principle  of  assessment  adopted  at  the  last  settlement  has  been 
one  of  the  causes  of  its  incompleteness.  Dewatt  Bama  Aivangar  wrote 
in  his  memorandum  on  the  settlement: 

“  It  is  Rcknowlotlgod  on  alUuuuls  that  tlia  right  thing  to  do  is  to  assess  the  soil 
Instead  of  tUo  prodhoo  and  have  the  holder  to  make  what,  use  ho  likes  of  the  land. 
This  is  the  principle  on  which  all  recent  settlements  havo  been  made  in  British  India 
and  unrestricted  freedom  which  such  a  settlomont  affords  to  the  owner  of  land  is  found 
conducive  to  the  growth  of  industry  and  the  free  accumulation  and  distribution -of  capital. 
TJio  practice  in  a  primitve  state  of  society  is  for  the  landlord  to  exact  and  the  tenant  to 
pay  a  share  of  the  crop  raised  as  rent.  Accordingly  the  earlier  native  settlements  in 
many  districts  of  the  Madras  Presidency  wore  based,  as  in  Travancore,  on  the  principle 
of  taxing  the  crop  instead  of  the  land.  But,  this  was  found  in  practice  so  objectionable 
and  so  repressive  of  cultivation  that  the  faulty  system  was  abandoned  in  the  Madras 
Presidency  even  before  tiro  introduction  of  a  Tegular  survey  and  settlement.  I  see 
strong  reasons  for  preferring  the  same  course  here.  It  would  entirely  do  away  with  the 
necessity  fur  the  periodical  revisions  of  assessment  which  the  present  system  of  faxing 
the  tree  entails 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  right  that  the  culti¬ 
vators  should  be  subjected  to  the  uncertainty  and,  harassment  of  recur¬ 
ring  settlements  and  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  State,  it  is  desirable  to 
fix  the  land  tax  permanently  and  for  ever. 

But  an  attempt  though  made  at  first  was  given  up.  '  I  have  hardly 
time  to  refer  to  the  serious  drawbacks  of  the  methods  followed  in  the 
last  settlement,  and  I  refer  to  this  observation  of  Dewan  Bama  Aiyangar 
only  to  show  how,  in  the  opinion  of  that  eminent  statesman,  permanency 
of  the  settlement  was  a  desirable- object  to  he  achieved. 

•Mb.'S.  c.  H.  BOBINSON  (Land  Beoenmand  Income  Tax  Ccmi- 
nnsdoner)  :  In  opposing  this  resolution,  my  only  reason  is  that  it  is 
premature  at  this  stage.  I  believe  there  will  be  no  two  opinions  on-  the 
momentous  nature  of  the  subject-matter  of  this  resolution.  The  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  settlement  of.  land  revenue  is  one  of  extreme  importance 
both  to  the  ryot  and  to  the  Government.  The  question  as  to  whether 
assessment  on  lands  should  be  subject  to  periodical  revision,  and,  if  so, 
at  what  intervals,  or  whether  it- -should  be, fixed  permanently,  is  an  age- 
long,  question  .and  has  been  discussed  over  and  over  again  in  other  places, 
but  has  not  yet. found  out  a  final  solution.  It  is  a  question  which  is  .very 
difficult  of  solution.  It:  is. well -known  that,  even  under  the  system  of 
periodical  revision,  land  revenue  is  one  of  the  least  ,  elastic,  sources  of 
public  revenue.  The  question  is  whether,  ,  by  fixing  land  revenue  per¬ 
manently,  it  should  he  made  altogether  inelastic  and,  if  so,  .whether  the 
advantages  to  the  State  would  preponderate  dyer  the  disadvantages. 


TRAVANCORE  MCflTffTiATIVK  COOTCTTj.  [17'0t  Janttart  1924, 


530 


["MV,  R.  C.  IT.  Robinson.] 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  question  on  this 
occasion  for  this  reason,  of.?.,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  time  for  its 
consideration,  so  far  as  this  State  is  concerned,  lias  not  yet  arisen. 

■The  House  is,  I  trust,  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  existing  settle¬ 
ment,  which  is  the  first  scientific  settlement  attempted  in  Travancore,  is 
very  imperfect  and  that  the  principles  on  which  it  is  based,  and  the 
incipience  of  taxation  resulting  from  it,  are  in  need  of  considerable 
improvement. -  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  has  referred  to  these.  I  need 
only  refer  to  the  combination  of  the  land  and  tho  tree  tax  for  purposes 
of  assessment  to  show  how  lands  of  the  same  sort  and  fertility  pay 
vastly  differing  rates  of  assessment.  Even  in  regard  to  classification 
of  soils,  there  are  obvious  defects. 

These  and  other  defects  of  the  existing  settlement  will  have  to  be 
thoroughly  examined,  and  a  careful  enquiry  into  the  economic  condi¬ 
tions  made  before  a  definite  policy  for  the  next  settlement  can  he 
laid  down.  But  before  we  launch  upon  this  enquiry,  there  are  other 
preliminary  things  to  be  done,  such  as  the  rectification  of  inaccuracies  in 
survey  and  the  bringing  up  of  arrears  ill  registries.  Itis  also  well-known 
that  the  existing  survey  is  far  from  accurate  and  up-to-date,  and  the 
House  knows  that  just  now  a  special  staff  is  working  to  rcmc-dy  these 
defects.  The  removal  of  these  defects  will  take  time  ;  and  it  is  not  the 
idea  of  the  Government  that  they  should  take  up  the  question  of  re-settle¬ 
ment  before  the  defects  connected  with  the  survey  arc  in  a  fair  way  of 
rectification.  It  will  be  time  enough  when  the  settlement  enquiry  is 
started  to  consider  the  question  of-  a  permanent  settlement  together  with 
other  suggestions  that  may  be  brought  forward  by  way  of  improving 
the  method  of  land  assessment.  The  world  is  moving  fast,  as  the 
House  knows,  and  the  very  principle  of  land  assessment  as  such  is  being 
attacked  in  some  countries ;  and  there  are  some  other  countries  where 
the  State  derives  no  income  whatever  from  land  tax.  The  question  as 
to  whether  the  assessment  on  land  could  be  replaced  by  something  better 
will  also  have  to  be  very  carefully  considered.  I  would,  for  instance, 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  suggestion  which  seems  to  me 
to  carry  much  weight  with  it,  viz.,  that  land  tax,  as  such,  should  be 
abolished  and  that  income  from  land  should  be  included  in  the 
assets  on  the  basis  of  which  income  tax  is  levied.  .. 

I  would,  however,  sound  a  note  of  warning  at  tliisquucture.  We 
should  be  careful  in  drawing  analogies  between  Travancore  and  British 
India.  My  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  keep  saying  re¬ 
peatedly  that  we, should  not  .  blindly  follow  British  India,  and  this  is  a 
■  pre-eminent  case  where  that  should  be  remembered.  Conditions  here 
are  very  different  from  those  prevailing  in  British  India  and  the  mere 
fact  that  some  agitation  is  going  on  in  British  India  for  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  permanent  settlement  should  not  induce  us  to  adopt  it  in  this 
country  without  being  convinced  of  its  advantages.  We  should  be 
well-advised  to  wait  and  see  if  possible  the  result  of  this  experiment  in 
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British  India;  and  if  the  experiment  proves  a  success  there,  a  good  case 
will  have  been  made  out  for  considering  whether  it  should  not  be  in¬ 
troduced  in  Travancore,  assuming  that  other  things  are  equal: 

Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Chcmganachery  cum  Minachily.  May  I 
know  from  Mr.  Robinson  when  the  Government  propose  to  take  up 
the  question  of  the  next  settlement  '? 

Mr.  S.  C.  IT.  ROBINSON  (Land  Bevemie  and  Income  Tax 
Commissioner ) :  I  shall  come  to  that  later  on.  As  I  have  already  said, 
even  in  British  India  the  discussion  relating  to  the  system  of  land  tax 
has  been  age-long  and  opinions  in  regard  to  the  desirability  of  a  per¬ 
manent  settlement  are  very  divergent.  We  must  also  understand  that 
land  revenue  has,  from  the  dawn  of  the  history  of  this  country,  been 
a  staple  source  of  revenue  to  the  State  and  we  should  not  lightly  do 
anything  which  would  tend  to  make  it  wholly  inelastic,  in  view  especial¬ 
ly  of  the  fact  that  our  other  main  sources  of  revenue  are  by  nature 
fluctuating  and  some  of  them  like  excise  revenue  are  likely  to  decrease 
‘  or  even  to  disappear  altogether. 

It  is  not,  I  think,  fair  to  ask  the  Government  to  commit  themselves 
in  advance  in  regard  to  the  ultimate  decision  to  be  arrived  at  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Madhava  Variar  says  that  he  moves  this  resolution  as  he  wants 
to  secure  a  fair  and  equitable  settlement.  Government  have  no  quarrel 
with  the  reason.  It  will  be  their  aim  to  devise  as  fair  and  equitable  a 
settlement  as  possible  when  the  question  comes  to  be  tackled.  It  does 
not  follow  that  a  permanent  settlement  is  the  only  fair  and  equitable 
assessment  conceivable.  I  think  the  question  is  rather  premature  at 
this  stage  and  so  I  oppose  it.  We  can  consider  the  matter  later  on  when 
the  question  is  actually  taken  up.  ' 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chmujamw  cum  Pattamm -  . 
titta) :  When  is  it  to  be  taken  up  9 

Mr.  S.  6.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax 
\  Commissioner)  ;  That  has  not  been  decided  yet. 

'  PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Robinson  has  already  told  you  that,  when 
■  the  survey  has  progressed  and  has  been  made  sufficiently  accurate,  the 

question  of  settlement  will  be  tackled. 

Mr.  M.  R:  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chengamwr  cum  Pattamm- 
titta)  \  May  I  know  whether  the  Government  will  be  prepared  to 
embody  the  principle  and  procedure  to  be  followed  in'the  next  settlement, 
in  a  legislative  enactment ‘A 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax 
Commissioner)  .  I  think  it  is  not  fair  to  ask  of  the  Government  re¬ 
garding  this  matter  at  this  stage.  :  v. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Chengammr  cum  Pattanom- 
titta ) :  It  is  one  of  the  principles  raised  by  me  in  the  resolution.- 

PRESIDENT;  Is  it  in  the  resolution  ? 
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Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Gkengannur  cram  Rattmum- 
titta ) :  It  is  one  of  the  points  urged  by  me. 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Robinson  says  that  it  is  not  fair  to  ask  the. 
Government  to  commit  themselves  to  a  definite  answer  at  this  stage  on 
this  point. 

Me.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (L and  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com- 
■missioned:  Let  us  first  of  all  set  right  the  defects  in  the  existing  sys¬ 
tem  and  wait  and  see  the  result  of  the  experiment  in  British  India. 
And  then  if  it  is  suitable  to  this  country,  by  all  means  adopt  it.  Let 
ns  not  blindy  follow  British  India. . 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Ohanganachery  cum  Mi-nacMO :  May  I 
take  it'  for  granted  that  the  next  settlement  is  not  likely  to  be  taken  up 
within  the  next  three  years  ? 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (I. and  liemwe  and  I-tm.ne  Tax 
Commissioner )  :  I  do  not  think  that  we  can  .finish  the  survey  and  set 
right  the  defects  within  the  next  three  years. 

■  Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  cum  IxartikapaUi) :  May 
I  know  from  Mr.  Robinson  whether  the  present  rales  permit  of  re-as¬ 
sessment  by  reclassification  before  the.  next  settlement. '? 

MB/S.  G.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  What  does  the  member  refer  to  '? 

PRESIDENT:  He  wants  to  know  whether,  during  the  currency 
of  the  present  settlement,  a  reclassification  of  land  already  assessed  could ; 
be  done  pending  fresh  settlement. 

Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Kariikapalli) : 

I  wish  to  know  whether  the  existing  rules  permit,  of  re-assessment  and  . 
reclassification  of  soils,  before  the  next  settlement,  ' 

Mb.  S.  0.  H.  RGBlNSONXL««d!  :J}ev£tute'  mid  Income  Tax  Oom- 
issioner ) :  They  do'- not  permit  of  .it. ;  .  The  present  settlement  is  current 
forthirty  years.  ; 

*  Mr.  S.  ■■■  KRISHNA  AIYAR  {Mavelikara  dim  EarHknpaim  : 
Is  he  aware  of  such  reclassification  and  re-assessment? 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income 'Tax  Com - 
missioned) ;  I  have  no  information.  '•:>[ ■: . 

:  .  Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  {MaceHkaxa  cum  Kartikapalli) :  May 
I  point  Out  that  in-  respect’of  Cfierikgl  lands:  declared  in  the  settlement 
ttf  b&  Government  lands  and  since  declared  by  the  High  Court  or  by 
civil  courts  as  Jenmorn  lands,-  re-assessment  by  reclastifieation '  is  being  - 
attempted-?. 

PRESIDENT  :  Jenmorn  lauds  are  not  ryotWari  lands.  ^ 

Mb.  S.  .KRISHNA  AIYAR  (.Mavelikara  cum-  Kartikapalli)  :•  >  May 
I  know  whether  the  existing  rules  .;ckE;'"%tLe 

PRESIDENT :  The  existing  rules  relate  to  pandarapattam 

land?.  _ 
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Mb.  s.  G.  H.  B0BIN80N  (Land  Revenue  and  Imam  Tax  Cam - 
missioner) :  The  settlement  rules  do  not  govern  oftenAai 'lands. 

Mb.  G.  P  ARAME S VARAN  PILLAI  {Neyyatiinlmra) :  May  I 
..  know  from  Mr.  Robinson  whether  he  can  give  an  assurance  on  behalf 
of  the  Government  that,  when  the  consideration  of  the  principles  of  the 
settlement  is  taken  up  in  future,  final  decision  will  be  arrived 
at  only  on  consultation  with  this  Council  and  the  principle  of  re-assess¬ 
ment  will  be  finally  placed' before  the  Council  for  its  approval  ?  My  point 
is  that  it  should  not  come  as  a  Proclamation  or  as  a  Regulation  direct 
from  His  Plighness  the  Maha  Raja. 

Mb.  S.  G.  if.  ROBINSON  ( Land  lUenne.  and  In wue  Tux  Com¬ 
missioner)'.  We  cannot  say  what  will '  happen  probably  only  several, 
years  hence. 

PRESIDENT:  Yes;  several  years  or  some  years,  It  need  not 
^  be  decades. 

Mb.  S.  XX  H.  ROBINSON  {Laud  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Gom- 
missioner) :  I  do  not  think  that  question  could  be  answered  off-hand. 

MR,  G.  PAEAMES  VARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ) :  Sir,  I  do  not 
■wish  to -discuss  the.  merits  of  permanent  revenue  settlement  at  this 
stage.  I  fully  agree  with .  Mr.  Robinson  in  his  view  that  the  'question 
is  now  premature.  But  I  am  really, anxious  about  the  future  in  regard 
to  this  matter.  It  has  been  vaguely  stated  about  two  years  ago  that 
resettlement,  will  Jpe  .chpimenced  in  respect  of  certain  taluks  where 
the  settlement  period  of  thirty -years  has  expired.  It  was  also  suggest-  : 
ed  that,  even  without  resurvey,  it  might  be  possible  to  take  up  the  question 
pf  resettlement  in  the  near  future.  . Fro.m-tiie,  spe^-pf'-dSir.,'  : 

I  understand  that  a  general  resurvey  may  not  .become  necessary,  bfi.t 
that  the  rectification  of  survey  ’is  what  remains  to  be  done:  before 
the  question  of  _  resettlement  has  to  be  taken  up, 

PREBIDENT-: ■  He  does  not  say  definitely  whether  a  resurvey 
has  lo  be  done  He  says  that  the  defects  will  have  to.be  rectified.  That 
was  what  he  said.  ;  r 

Mb.  G.  P ARAME  bVARAN  PILLAI  (Ncyyat.Unkmi)  :  That 
is  exactly  what  I  meant  when  I  said  that  Mr.  Robinson  stated  that  a 
goneral,  resurvey  might  be  unnecessary  when  the .  resettlement  question 
;  vvas  taken  up.  .Preliminary  to  resettlement,  a  rectification  of  tho existing 
defect-s  in  the  survey  has  to  be  made;,  and  he  was  unable  to  give  usany , 
assurance  as  to  the  length  of  iime  that  may  be  required  for  the.  recti-, 
fication  of  survey.  At  any  rate,  for  iffy  own  part,  unless  a  general 
resurvo-y  is  taken  up,  I  do  hot  think  it  vvi  11  take  long  before  the 'recti- 
.  fication  is  complete,  and  the  question  of  resettlement  cannot  be  said  to 
be  sufficiently  far  off  sous  not  to  engage  the  earnest  attention  of  both. the 
.  Government  and  this  House.  But.  questions  as  to  what  principles  should 
guide  the  resettlement.,  si’s  to  what  .system  should  be,  introduced  by  the  ; 
Government  with  regard  to  the  re'settlemeht  to  be  taken  up  in  the  hear  ’.. 
iuture,  and  what  ibe  Goyerninent  -in.  regard  tg 
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this  matter,  ought  to  engage  their  serious  attention.  As  has  been 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Eobinson,  the  question  is  an  age-long  one  and  really 
very  difficult  of  solution.  It  is  therefore  all  the  more  necessary  that  the 
rmestiou  should  engage  the  serious  attention  of  the  Government.  But.  so 
far  as  the  interests  of  the  people  in  regard  to  this  matter  are  concerned, 
there  is  the  risk  of  their  not  being  consulted  at  all  before  the  Government 
decide  on  the  principles  of  resettlement.  It  is  a  matter  which  afieets  the 
agricultural  population  vitally  ;  and  although  the  land  tax  as  such  now 
comes  in  for  only  a  small  proportion — although  it  can^pt  be  deemed  as 
important  when  compared  with  the  other  items  of  revenue,  still  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  matter  of  great  concern  so  far  as  the  agriculturists  are  concerned. 
The  question  as  to  whether  there  should  be  an' enhancement  of  land  tax, 
and  whether  there  should  be  a  periodical  revision  of  assessment, 
certainly  concerns  the  agricultural  population,  especially  in  view  of  the, 
.policy  of  the  Government  that  has  already  been  enunciated,  m-.,  that 
every  further  improvement  towards  local  self-government,  especially  in 
regard  to  the  needs  of  particular  villages  and  taluks,  so  far  as  the  agricul¬ 
tural  population  is  concerned,  should  be  met  from  local  taxes.  Hereafter 
Government  will  say  that  the  villagers  will  have,  to  raise  their  own  funds 
which  will  be  contributed  to  by  grants  from  Government  to  attend  to  their 
primary  needs.  So  that  lands  will  certainly  have  to  be  taxed  by  local 
agencies  by  way  of  raising  local  revenue,  and  the  land’  will  also  be  subject 
to  an  assessment  along  with  that.  It  is  a  matter  for  consideration 
whether  it  is  fair  and  equitable  that  the  Government  should  also  realise 
from  the  land  an  equal  or  any  decent  proportion  of  such  revenue  for  na¬ 
tional  purposes.  As  an  item  of  national  revenue,  it  ought  not  to  be  the  aim 
of  Government  to  depend  upon  land  at  all.  I  would,  therefore,  take  this 
opportunity  of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  the  urgent  ne¬ 
cessity  of  their  tackling  this  question  if  they  have  not  already  begun  to  do 
it,  sufficiently  early,  and  their  coming  to  some  definite  conclusion  about 
this  matter  and  then  request  them  to  place  the  entire  question  before  this 
House  for  their  serious  consideration  and  to  give  us  an  assurance.  I  would 
also  request  the  Government  to  give  an  assurance  that  no  definite  step 
willbotakeninregardtothismatterbeforethesen.se  of  this  House  is 
ascertained,  , 

Mu.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  [ Glianijiinaclierij  cum  Mvnachil)  ;  Mr.  Ro¬ 
binson  has  assured  the  House  that  it  is  not  likely  that  the  next 
settlement  will  take  place  during  the  next  three  years.  I  do  not  therefore 
,  propose  to  dwell  upon  permanent  settlement  which  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  matter  before  us.  Still  I  feel  bound  to  take  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  .to  give  expression  to  some  of  the  evil  aspects  of  the  last 
settlement  and  also  some  of  the  mischievous  results  that  arc  still  going 
on.  in  its  working.  As  has  been  rightly  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Madhava 
Variar,  there  have  been  serious  defects  in  the  previous  settlements, 

.  hiejuding  the  Last  one,  though.it  was  begun  on  scientific  basis.  The  main 
objest  of  the  last  settlement  was  uniformity  and  equalisation  of  taxes  as 
far  as  possible.  As  my  learned  friend  has  brought  home  to  us,  this 
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object  was  not  attained  and  there  were  serious  defects.  The  scientific 
attempt  was  begun  by  no  less  a  person  than  the  late  Dewan. 
Mr.  Rama  Aiyangar  of  proved  ability,  and  experience  in  the  Revenue 
department.  But  one  aspect  which  I  would  place  before  this  House  is 
the  result  of  the  working  of  the,  scheme  by  his  successors.  _  His 
immediate  successors  were  revenue  officers  of  considerable  experience 
of  this  State.  They  had  ample  opportunities  of  knowing  the  condition 
and  situation  of  this  country.  Mr.  Rama  Aiyangar’s  immediate  suc¬ 
cessors  worked  out  that  system  with  sympathy.  So  much  so  that  so  far 
as  South  Travancore  is  concerned,  its  working  was  more  sympathetically 
done  under  the  guidance  of  Dewanswho  were  the  natives  of  this  State. 
When  the  settlement  of  northern  taluks  was  taken  up  it  was  a  most 
unfortunate  accident  that  British.  Indian  officers  came  to  administer  the 
country  and  it  was  during  their  time  that  the  northern  taluks  were 
settled.  The  latter  portion  of  the  work  was  completed  during  the  time 
9f  these  officers  who  had  not  much  experience  of  local  conditions. 
The  very  object .  of  equalisation  of  taxes  was  not  achieved 
so  far  as  North  Travancore  is  concerned ,  because,  if  anybody  were  to 
compare  closely  the  system  of  taxation  adopted  in  regard  to  lands  m 
North  Travancore,  especially  in  the  unregistered  and  Ch  enkal  portion, 
it  would  be  seen  that  there  is  great  divergence. 

Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (AgasUsvaram) :  May  I  know  from 
Mr.  Nidiry  whether  the  North  Travancore  ryots  pay  higher  tax  than, 
those  in  South  Travancore  or  not  ? 

MR.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (fihanganachenj  cum  MinacMl):  I  do 
not  quite  understand  the  question. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Amhalapwha) A  little  .louder, 
please.  , 

Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  {Agasiismram) :  Mr.  Nidiry  was  saying 

that  the  settlement  in  North  Travancore  was  not  as  satisfactory  as  in 
South  Travancore. 

:  Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Ghanganaohery  cum  MinacMl ) :  I  only 
said,  that  .the  settlement  in  South  Travancore  was  effected  with: 
more  sympathy. 

Mr.  PAUL  V.  DAN  IEL  (A  gas  tisvaram)  :  I  wish  to  know  from 
Mr.  Nidiry  whether  the  assessment — 

7-  PRESIDENT:  You  mean  the  rates. of  assessment? 

Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Anastinvaram) :  Yes,  Sir,  I  ..want  to 
know  whether-  the  assesement  is  heavier  in  North  Travancore  than ;  in 
South  Travancore  or  not.  - 

.  Mr.  J.  JOHN.  NIDIRY.  (Glianganacheri/ cum  MinacMl) :  I  shall 
illustrate  my  position.  At  the  time  of  the  last  settlement  a  .  new  basis 
was  adopted  so  far  as  North  Travancore  was  concerned.  A  circular  was. 
issued  from  the  Huzur  Cutcherry1  that  there  need  be  only  eight  tharams 
with  regard. to  unregistered  lands  instead  of  fourteen  as  was;  the  -  case 


536  TRAVANC0RI3  LEGIST- M'CVl?  COUNCIL.  [17111  JANUARY  1924, 

[Ml1.  T.  K.  Vclu  Pillai.] 

originally.  The  cher ileal  lands  and  pudumh  were  classed  under  14  heads. 
Subsequently,  after  the  advent  of  Dewan  Mr.  Gopalachariar,  I  believe, 
these  were  reduced  to  eight  classes  or  tharams  ;  so  much  so  that  the  lowest 
class  of  cherihal  lauds  was  classed  as  the  eighth  instead  of  the  four, 
teenth.  That  means  that  the  tax  has  been  doubled  or  trebled  so  far  as 
those  lands  are  concerned. 

My  friend  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  put  a  question  to  Mr.  Robinson  as 
to  the  reclassification  that  is  going  on  even  now.  I  may  also  contribute 
my  own  personal  testimony  to  the  House  by  citing  a  case  of  my  own. 

I.  had  a  ehenkal  land  which  I  claimed  as  a  jeninoni  land  since  I 
obtained  it  from  a  jenmi.  The  settlement  officer,  during  the  last  settle¬ 
ment,  wanted  me  to  have  it  registered  as  panda  rapattam  land.  I 
refused.  Then  it  was  treated  as  pandaravagai,  and  brought  under  the 
eleventh  class.  I  filed  a  suit  against  the  Sirkar  for  the  declaration  of 
my  jenmmn  right  which  went  up  to  the  High  Court,  where  it  was  finally 
decided  in  my  favour.  Subsequently,  it  had  to  be  assessed  on  favourable  | 
terms,  and  in  doing  so,  the  revenue  authorities  converted  the  former 
eleventh  class  into  fifth  class ;  so  much  so,  that  my  labours  in  courts  of 
law  came  to  a  case  of  much  ado  about  nothing ;  because  when  the  land 
was  brought  under  the  fifth  class  I  had  no  gain,  since  I  had  to  pay  a 
little  more  than  what  I  had  to  pay  when  it  was  under  the  eleventh  class 
of  pandaravaga  i  tenure.  Such  things  are  even  now  going  on  in  North 
Travancore  so  far  as  cherikal  lands  and  pudur.als  are  concerned.  So  I 
wish  to  point  out  this  aspect  of  the  question  of  settlement  to  the 
officers  concerned  as  well  as  to  the  good  sense  of  this  House; .  .  As  the 
subject-matter  under  discussion  has  been  pronounced  to  be  a  little 
premature  now,  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  -  question 
of  permanent  settlement. 

Mr.  T.  K,  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
Sir,.  I  did  not  propose  to  speak  just  at  this  stage  of  the  discussion.  I 
wanted  to  Wait  a  little.  I  find  the  tide  has  begun  to  flow  strongly 
and  fiercely  towards  the  well-being  of  the  agriculturist.1  There  have 
been  discussions  about  the  quality  of  water,  whether  it  is  brine  or 
fresh  drinking  water,  or  whether  it  is  muddy  or  clear.  But,  before 
these  discussions  are  over,  I  fear  the  inundation  will  pass  out  of  control. 

I  find  Mr  ■  Madhava  Variar  is  anxious  to  have  a  permanent  settlement, 
or  at  least  a  pronouncement  about  it  at  the  time  of  .the  next  settlement. 
Mr.  Robinson,  on  the  other  side,  says  that  the.  question  of  permanent 
settlement  is  premature-  Prom  the  questions  asked  and  the  answers 
given  to  the  members:  of  this  House,  it  may  be  argued  that  the  people 
have  no  serious  objection  to  a  settlement  being  effected.  I  take  the 
/  view,  .Sir,  that. -we  shonld  not-  have  :  a.  settlement  at  all  in  the  near 
future  .  [Mr.  P,  K  Narayana  Pillai,  “Sear,  hear”,}  It  is  not  ..a 
question  of  settlement  coming  to  us  in  three,  ten  or  thirty  years.  It 
is  not  again  the  question  ,of  permanent  settlement  which:  I  should  ask 
.  ;  the  House  to  consider.  I  want  to  submit  to  this  House  for  their  kind 
consideration  that,  once  the  principle  of  a  revision  of  settlement  is 
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entertained,  once  it  is  accepted  by  this  House — I  may  use  the  expres¬ 
sion  used  by  my  friend  the  mover  himself — that  will  be  a  veritable 
engine  of  oppression.  We  all  have  had  our  experience  of  settle¬ 
ment  operations.  It  took  21  years  for  the  partial  settlement  of  ten 
taluks  and  the  cost  has  been  abnormal.  The  cost  of  surveying  and 
settling  the  Madras  districts  was  Es.  459  per  sq.  mile.  The  cost  of 
survey  and  settlement  in  Travancore  was  Es.  1,160  per  sq.  mile. 
The  settlement  alone  cost  the  Madras  Government  Es- 123  per  sq.  mile, 
while  it  cost  the  Travancore  Government  Es.  691  per  sq.  mile. 
We  hear,  Sir,  complaints  in  this  Council  and  in  the  Assembly  about 
the  inaccuracy  of  land  records  and  about,  the  whims  and  fancies  of 
surveyors  who  do  whaf  they  like  with  other  peoples’  lands.  We  have 
heard  of  mountains  being  converted  into  lakes  and  lakes  being  converted 
into  mountains  in  the  land  records  prepared  by  these  surveyors  and  we 
have  been  complaining  to  the  higher  revenue  officers  to  come  forward 
and  correct  the  misfeasance  of  the  surveyors.  The  fact  remains,  in  spite 
of  all  this,  that  the  survey  records  are  very  inaccurate.  So  far  as  ac¬ 
curacy  is  concerned,  we  have  to  begin  everything  anew,  and  it  has  been 
recognised  by  many  Dewans — and  by  the  present  Dewan  himself — that 
these  survey  records  are  erroneous.  I  may  refer  to  the  address  of  the 
Dewan  to  the  Sri  Mu  lam  Popular  Assembly  in  1096.  Therefore, 
before  the  question  of  permanent  settlement  is  to  be  considered,  we  have 
to  dispose  of  the  question  whether  any  settlement  is  necessary  at  all, 
or  whether  any  settlement  will  be  for  the  welfare  of  the  State.  Much 
has  been  said  about  equitable  distribution  of  the  burden  of  taxation,  and  I 
find  some  wrangling  between  the  gentlemen  of  North  Travancore  and 
those  of  South  Travancore.  I  belong  neither  to  South  Travancore  nor 
to  North 'Travancore.  I  am  one  of  those  Who  are  privileged  to  'have, 
been  born  and  brought  up  in  the  metropolis  of  the  State.  Living, 
as  I  do,  in  Trivandrum  and  viewing  South  Travancore  and  North 
Travancore  in  a  spirit  of  absolute  detachment,  but  of  absolute  love  for  . 
the  whole  'country,  I  say  that  this  kind  of  discussion  will  only  raise 
complications  which  will  embitter  the  feelings  of  the  members  of 
this  House.  Mr.  Nidiry  said  that  the  settlement  officer  had  much 
sympathy  with  the  people  of  South  Travancore  and  that  when  the 
settlement'  officer  went  to  North  Travancore  —  . 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIEY  ( Chanr/aiiackenj  cum  Mimchit):  I  will 
just  correct  him.  I  said  that  the  officer  did  so  with  the  sympathy 
of  the  State. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Triuandrum  cum  Nedumwngad) : 
That  is  worse.  If  it  is  the  sympathy  of.  the  officer  I  should  not  mind 
it.  It  is  because  he  said  that  the  unequal  treatment  was  with  the 
sympathy  of  the  State  the  I  demur  to  the  observation.  The  fact  is 
this.  .  South  Travancore  was  settled  long  before.  Mr.  Nidiry  cannot 
have  forgotten  that  royal  authority  was  born  in  South  Tiavancore 
and  extended  itself  towards  North  Travancore.  It  is,  therefore, _ 
that  the  lands  in  South  Travancore  were  assessed  earlier  than  those 
in  North  Travancore.  You  will  also  find  that,  so-  far  as  wet  lands 
are  -  'concerned,  .  South  Travancore  pays  more  tax  than  any  other 
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part  of  the  Madras  Presidency.  The  rate  there  is  Es.  16  to  Es.  18 
per  acre  in  Tovala  and  Agastisvaram,  while  in  Vilavankod — which  is  also 
South  Travancore— it  is  Es.  5  per  acre.  In  Trivandrum  it  is  Es.  3$.  It 
is  Es.  2  in  Quilon  and  Ee.  1  chs.  17  in  Kottayam.  No  doubt,  as 
regards  cherilcal  lands,  there  has  been  some  difficulty  in  North  Travan¬ 
core  because  these  cherikal  lands  were  brought  under  cultivation  rather 
late ;  so  that  when  the  Government  assessed  those  lands,  the  new 
rules  had  to  be  followed,  and  this  probably  resulted  in  high  assessment. 
My  point  is  this.  I  shall  be  the  last  person  to  say  that  the  people  of 
Quilon,  Trivandrum  or  Kotttayam  should  be  asked  to  pay  more  by  way 
of  land  revenue.  I  shall  be  the  first  to  protest  against  any  such  pro¬ 
posal.  But  any  fanciful  idea  of  equitable  distribution  of  land  tax 
will  land  us  in  difficulties.  The  country  will  be  split  up  into  a  number 
of  camps  lighting  against  one  another.  If  the  people  of  Kottayam  and 
Quilon  pay  more  tax  on  dry  lands,  the  people  of  South  Travancore  pay 
more  tax  on  wet  lands.  Wo  must  take  the  whole  system  together, 
instead  of  creating  unnecessary  differences  of  opinion.  The  latter 
course  will  land,  us  in  a  sphere  of  •animosity. 

As  regards  the  question  of  a  new  settlement,  I  think  it  will,  instead 
of  advancing  the  cause  of  national  prosperity,  retard  it.  Since  the 
settlement  officer  is  a  revenue  officer,  he  will  naturally  be  interested  in 
showing  the  highest  revenue  possible  and  the  officers  will  be  vying  with 
one  another  in  this  respect.  Officer  A  will  say  that  he .  has  collected 
Es.  50,000,  officer  B  will  come  and  say  that  he  has  collected  Es.  1,00,000 ; 
so  that  this  rivalry  will  cause  considerable  hardship  to  the  people. 

Me.  J.  JOHN  N1DIBY  ( Ghanganachcry  cum  Mimchil):  I  wish 
to  know  what  he  has  to  say  about  the  reclassification  which  I  spoke  of. 

Mr.  T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (.Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
am  coming  to  that. 

Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Ghanganachery  cum  Minachil):  Four¬ 
teen  classes  of'  land  have  been,  reduced  to  eight  classes.  I  wish  to  know 
his  view  on  the  matter.  1 

Mr.  T.  II,  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) :  To 
"  classification;  also  my  remarks  are  equally,  applicable,  A  revised  classi¬ 
fication  will  create  more  burdens.  '  . 

PRESIDENT :  I  would.draw  your  attention  to  the  time. 

Mr.  T.  II.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  Yon 
have  been  allowing  more  than  the  allotted  time  to  so  many  members. 

PRESIDENT  .•  I  have  allowed  a  few  minutes  more  to  the  mover 
and;  also  to  the  gentleman  who  seconded. 

Me.  T . :  K.  VELU  PILLAI  '(Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  The 
matter  being  a  serious  one,  I  would  request  you  to  give  me  the  indulgence 
of  a'  little  more  time  so  that  I  may  refer  to  certain  other  aspects  of  fhe 
question.  .  This  is  a  matter  which  has  to  be  very  carefully  considered 
by  >oth  . Sides  of  the  .House ;  and  since  the  matter  is  one  affecting  all 
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the  different  taluks  of  the  State,  I  would  humbly  request  you  to  allow- 
me  a  few  minutes  more  even  if  I  have  exceeded  the  time. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  will  give  you  five  minutes  more. 

Me.  T.  If.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad )  :  I 
leave  it  to  you,  Sir.  . 

It  will  be  dangerous  to  invest  officers  with  authority  to  make 
a  further  classification.  Whatever  may  be  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
legislature,  even  if  we  pass  an  enactment,  the  actual  work  will  have  to 
be  done  by  the  revenue  officers  according  to  their  temperament,  and 
the  sufferings  of  the  people  will  not  in  the  least  be  relieved.  I 
think  that,  instead  of  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the  people,  it  will 
seriously  retard  it. 

As  regards  the  question  of  permanent  settlement,  some  of  the 
members  seem  to  speak  highly  in  praise  of  Lord  Cornwallis  who 
effected  the  change  in  Bengal.  The  pronouncements  on  the  subject 
are  not  uniform.  I  shall  cite  authorities  who  strongly  condemn  Lord 
•Cornwallis.  Referring  to  his  great  reputation  as  the  creator  of  private 
property  in  land,  Kaye  observes  that  he  was  the  creator  of  private 
property  in  State  revenue,  and  the  destroyer  of  private  property  in  land, 
destroying  hundreds  of  thousands  of  proprietors  for  every  one  that  he 
gratuitously  created.  Sir  H.  W.  Elliot  describes  his  measure  as  the 
“most  precipitate  and  suicidal  measure  in  the  annals  of  legislation.’’ 
Both  the  condemnation  and  commendation  are  equally  exaggerated. 
The  peculiar  circumstances  of  Bengal  might  have  requited  permanent 
settlement  at  that  time.  But  in  Travancore  that  is  not  required; 
because  conditions  here  are  different  from  those  in  -  Bengal,  This  is 
an  agricultural  State  where  money  is  allotted  by  Government  for  minor 
and  major  irrigation  works. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Chengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta) :  I  wish  to  know  whether  no  money  is  spent  in  Bengal  for 
minor  irrigation  works. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nechmangad } : 
Yes;  a  lot  of  it  in  Bengal. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Madhava  Variar,  do  you  mean  money  spent 
by  the  Government  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trimnirum  •  cum  N edimcmgad) : 
I  was  just  going  to  say  that.  I  am  glad  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  realises 
the  difficulty  now.  With  reference  to  the  irrigation  facilities  here, 
Government  have  spent  lakhs  of  rupees  on  the  Kodayar  Project  and 
they  propose  to  spend  a  good  amount  in  the  development  of 'irrigation 
throughout  the  State.  Now,  Sir,  the  Government  seek  the  welfare  of  ■ 
the  agricultural  classes.  But  if  we  .  have. a  permanent  revenue  settle¬ 
ment.  Government  will  not  spend  enough  on  irrigation.- 

Secondly,  there  are  possibilities  of  remission  of  land  tax  under  the 
present  rules  If  a  permanent  settlement  is  effected,  the  Government  are 
not  going  to  allow  any  remission.  The  deterioration  of  land  also  will  ad¬ 
versely  affect  the  landholders.  I  may  mention  one  instance.  In  the  case 
of  lands  improved,  i.  e.,  puducal  lands,  the  surrounding  lands  become 
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useless.  In  the  case  of  paddy  fields,  under  the  Jcnmi-Kutiyan  Regulation, 
we  find  that  when  the  land  has  deteriorated  the  tenant  ,  is  entitled  to  a 
reduction  of  rent.  Lands  paying  a  revenue  to  Government  may 
also  deteriorate.  Therefore,  in  view  of  these  circumstances,  I  may 
observe  that  the  question  should  be  seriously  considered  by  the  House. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  .is  not  the  question  of  permanent  settlement, 
but  the  question  of  no  settlement  that  ought  to  weigh  with  us. ' 

Tl}en  again,  there  are  difficulties  with  regard  to  tree-tax.  I  do  not 
mean  the  tree-tax  under  the  Abkari  Regulation.  I  mean  the  taxing  of 
the  cocoanut,  jack  and  other  trees.  It  will  have  to  be  abolished  at  no 
distant  date.  My  suggestion,  therefore,  is  that,  in  order  to  avoid  these 
numerous  difficulties  on  account  of  the  tree-tax  question,  and  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  further  classification  of  the  soil,  all  of  which  means  a  good 
deal  of  money  and  time  and  energy,  it  is  better  to  have  no  settlement 
at  all  in  the  near  future.  The -tendency  in  European  countries  is  also 
towards  the  abolition  of  land  tax.  I  know  R.  C.  Dutt  and  others  have 
been  quoted.  Munro  has  been  misquoted.  I  also  find  that  Mr.  Sri- 
nivasaraghava  Aiyangar.  has  been  quoted.  All.  of  them  are  really 
great  names.  But,  Sir,  to  talk  of  the  astronomical  problem  and  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  opinion  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton  and  Galileo,  I  do  not  think, 
would  be  correct.  In  economic  questions  I  do  not  like  to  depend  upon 
the  testimony  of  any  particular  individual.  R.  C.  Dutt’s  opinion 
has  been  questioned  in  the  Government  of  India  resolution  on  the 
subject,  passed  in  1902.  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that  tire  present 
distribution  of  taxation  is  a  burden  to  the  poor  agriculturists,  whereas  . 
when  settlement  itself  is  done  away  with  and  when  there  is  no  revision 
of  land  tax  there  will  be  better  prosperity  in  the  country.  A  perma¬ 
nent  settlement  will  bind  our  posterity  to  the  payment  of  some  tax  which 
we  may  cease  to  pay  after  some  time.  The  settled  policy  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  seems  to  be  to  tap  the  resources  of  agriculturists.  Mr.  Madhava  : 
Variar-.  himself  has  quoted  statistics  to  show  that,  while  land  tax 
has  only  doubled  itself,  customs  revenue  has  gone  up  four  or  five 
times  within  a  definite  period.  ,That  clearly  shows  that  it  is  time  that 
we  do  not  trench  upon ;  resources  of  agriculturists.  A  sufficient 
revenue  could  be  obtained  from  other  sources.  That  will  be  the  best 
thing' to  do..  Some  of  us  might  know  that  King  Prithu  said  that  he 
would  -  fight  , with,  the  eatth  and  break  her  tip  in  order  to  rescue  humar 
nity.by  liberating,  the, fo.o.d  supply  which  she  withheld  within  her-  own 
bosom.  But  that  is  no  reason  to  put  up  a  perennial  bar  against  the  humble 
agriculturists:  :  I  suggest  that  .my  friend  Mr.  Variar,  in  the  interests  . 
of  the  welfare  of  the- Tfavancore  agriculturists,  and  in  consideration  of  tho 
difficulties  that  will  be.  .created  on  account  of  permanent  settlement, ; . 
may  withdraw  the  motion,  . 

Mb'.  C,  P»  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI.  ( Euttarakara  cum  KunnaUur }: 
The  Royal  Proclamation  of  lOfil,  which  directed  the  last-  settlement, 
expressly  laid  down  that  there  would  be  no  new  settlement  for  the  next 
30  years  after  the  completion  of  the  last'  settlement.;  The  last,  settle- 
ruejjtpas  L  am.  aware^  wyas  completed  in,  the  .year-  108  c,  So,  for  the  next 
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settlement,  full  30  years  have  to  elapse  from  1085.  So,  we  have  about 
15  years  before  the  next  settlement.  An  interpretation  of  that  declara¬ 
tion  was  also  made  in  the  G.  0.  published  by  Mr.  V.  P.  Maahava  Rao 
who  was  issuing  the  same  to  expedite  the  ■  settlement  operations.'  It 
is  stated  there: 

1  “No  taluk  has  boon  settled  in  the  proper  sense  of  the,  term.  Some  taluks  have  no 
doubt  beon  treated  as  settled.  This  only  means  that  the  collection  of  now  tax  as  per 
settlement  rates  has  boon  ordered.  The  settlement  record  or  the  aijacui  without  which 
the  settlement  may  not  he  said  to  he  completed,  and  which  forms  the  only  basis  of  a 
sound  administration  of  land  revenue  has  not  yet  bxm  furnished  to  the  -Revenue  Depart¬ 
ment  for  all  tho  taluks  treated  as  settled.”  • 

So,  according  to  the  Royal  Proclamation  and  the  G.  0.  referred  to, 
our  next  settlement  is  to  come  about  15  years  lienee.  So  I  request  the  , 
House  not  to  fight  on  this  question  of  settlement  at  present.;  As  such, 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Robinson  in  viewing  that  the  question  of  permanent 
settlement  is  premature.  I,  therefore,  oppose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Cher.gannur  cum  Pattanamtittd )  • 
Sir,  I  have  not  to  say  much  by  way  of  reply,  but  I  fail  to  agree  with 
Mr.  Robinson  when  he  says  that  the  question  is  not  sufficiently  mature 
for  consideration.  I  thought  that  there  would  be  a  resettlement  in  the 
near  future.  Even  according  to  the  Proclamation  of  1061,  after  30 
years,  a  resettlement  will  have  to  be  made.  Sq,  if  a  resettlement  is  to 
be  made,' the  principle  and  procedure  to  be  followed  in  that  resettlement 
will  have  to  be  considered  early.  In  my  speech  moving  the  resolution,  I 
suggested  that  a  committee  would  have  to  be  appointed  or  some  persons 
would  have  to  be  deputed  to  study  the  various 'systems  of  settlerhent  in 
vogue.  If  my  suggestion  is  to  be  accepted,  I  think  some  time  is- neces¬ 
sary  for  accepting  the  principle  to  be  followed  in  the  settlement.  There 
.is  no  use  in  . appointing. a  committee  or  in  drafting  a  Bill  after  a  resettle¬ 
ment.  In  Madras  after  the  resettlement  was  begun,  a  resolution  was 
passed  in  the  Legislative  Council  accepting  the  principle  of  permanent 
settlement.  There,  the  resolution  was  passed  after  the 'resettlement 
was  begun.  We  must  tackle  this  question  and  come  to  a  definite  re¬ 
solution  even  before  we  launch  upon  a  resettlement ;  and  if  the  resettle¬ 
ment  will  not  take  place  in.  the  near  future  I  can  understand  the  objec¬ 
tion  raised  by  Mr.  Robinson  and  others  who  say  that  it  is  premature- 
Even  with  regard  to  the  time  when  the  r esettlement  Will r  take  placby.it 
-is  not  at  all  definite.  So,  his  objection  that  my  resolution  is  premature  ■ 
is  not  very  clear  to  me.  I  kno  w  that  tins  question  is  a  very  difficult  one 
and  I  do  not  say  that  Government  should  declare  their  policy  with  regard 
to  it  on  the  spur  of  the  moment.  But  what  I  urge  in  the  resolution  is 
that  Government,  may  be  pleased  to  assure  this  House, that  they  wilLap- 
point  a  committee  or  depute  some  officers  to  djscps  this  question  and 
to  draft  a  Bill  embodying  the  principle  and  procedure  to.be  followed  in 
the  next  settlement. 

.  In  regard  to  Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai’s  opinion,.  I  woxdd  say  a  few 
words.  I  did  not  understand  him  quite  fully  wlien  he  paid  that  no 
settlement  was  necessary.  I  do  not  know  whether, he  is  in  favour  of 
permanent  settlement  or  not.  „  . 
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Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLA1  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) :  The 
resolution  says  that  we  should  get  the  system  of  permanent  settlement 
at  the  time  of  the  next  settlement.  I  am  not  in  favour  of  any  settlement 
at  all  in  the  near  future;  and  if  my  friend  wants  my  opinion  regarding 
permanent  settlement,  I  may  say  that  I  am  not  in  favour  of  perma¬ 
nent  settlement. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ghenganmir  cum  Paltanam- 
iitta ):  I  understand  him  to  say  that  no  settlement  is  necessary  at  all, 
He  is  not  very  clear  to  me  on  the  point. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  .PILLAI  ( Trivanrdum  cum  Nedumangad) :  If 
I  have  time  I  shall  make  myself  clearer. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Ghenganmir  cum  Patfanam- 
titta) :  This  was  how  I  understood  him,  vis.,  that,  if  permanent  settle- r 
ment  was  introduced  in  this  country,  the  Government  would  not  help  the 
ryots  with  regard  to  irrigation  facilities.  I  think  that  may  be  his 
opinion;  but  even  if  permanent  settlement  is  introduced  in  this  country, 
if  the  Government  will  launch  upon  any  irrigational  undertakings,  the 
.  people  will  have  to  pay  water  cess  or  some  other  cess  for  that.  So  I 
leave  the  matter  entirely — 

Mr.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) ;  On 
this  point — 

PRESIDENT:  Do  you  want  to  put  a  question:  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  earn- Nedumangad)  :  Yes. 

I  wish  to  ask  whether,  when  land  is  permanently  settled,  Government 
will  be  prepared -to  spend  any  portion  of  the  general  revenues  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  irrigation. 

Mr.  M.  R-  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  (Ghenganmir  cum  Pattmam- 
titta)  :  Yes.  I  think  the  Government  will  be  prepared.  ’So  I  leave 
the  matter  entirely —  .  ; 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)-. 

I  . wish  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  to  tell  the  House  what,  the  practice  is 
with  regard  to  Bengal. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghenganmir  cum  Pattanarn- 
titta )  :  :  My  friend  was  not  aware  of  it  and  I  aim  not  going  to  tell  him 
now.  '!■■■■• 

I  think  that  the  question  is  not  premature  arid  I  leave  the 
matter  entirely,  to  the  House  and -I  am  not  very  particular  about  it. 

.  Mr,  S.’C.  H. EOBINSON, (Lard  (Revenue  and  IncomeTax  Commis¬ 
sioner):  I  have  got  nothing  more  to  say.  As  for  what  Mr.  Nidiry 
said,  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  idea  of  the  time  required  to  start 
resettlement.  Every 'day,;  fresh  defects  are  being  brought  to-light,  and 
they  are  being  brought  to  our  notice,  and  we  have  to  take :  steps  accord¬ 
ingly.  Therefore  it  is  impossible  to  fix  the  time  as  to  when  it  will  bo 
possible  to  set  aright  all  these  difficulties.  • 


INTRODUCTION  OP  SPINNING  IN  SCHOOLS. 


5-18 

As  regards  Mr.  Madhava  Varriar’s  apprehensions  about  the  wishes 
and  the  ideas  of  the  public  being  ignored,  it  is  usual,  when  resettlements 
are  considered,  to  publish  a  draft  of  the  principles  which  Government  are 
prepared  to  adopt ;  and  Government  will  freely  consult  the  public,  and 
steps  will  certainly  be.  taken  to  ascertain  non -official  opinion  and  the 
wishes  of  landholders  at  the  next  settlement  when  it  does  come.  More 
than  this,  it- is  not  possible  to  do  without  notice  and  careful  considera¬ 
tion!  We  will  certainly  consult  the  wishes  of  the  people  before  taking 
anv  action. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  May  I  know 
from  Mr.  Robinson  whether  there  is  any  State  officer  who  has  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  working  of  the  permanent  settlement  system  ? 

Mr.  S,  C.  PI.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Beoemie  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapmhcc )•  In  case  perma¬ 
nent  settlement  is  . decided  on,  is  it  likely  that  an  officer  will  have  to  be 
got  down  from  outside  to  initiate  the  officers  here  into  that  system  ? 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  {Land  Beoemie  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  As  I  said,  whether  there  is  to  be  any  resettlement  of 
whether  land  revenue  is  to  be  substituted  by  something  else  is  the  ques¬ 
tion  that  has  got  to  be  considered. 

Mu',  T.  IC.  VELU  PILLAI  (i'rivandmm,  mm  Beduman gad): 
Will  Mr.  Robinson  be  prepared  to  make  a  statement  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  that  the  question  of :  the  next  settlement  will  not  be  taken 
up  for  consideration  until  a  pressing,  absolutely  unavoidable,  financial 
difficulty  has  been  made  out. 

.  '  Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Beoemie,  and  Income,  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  I  have  already  said  what  the  Government  will  do.  Public 
opinion  will  be  invited  and  Government  will  publish  their  proposals.  ; 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Madhava  Variar,  do  you  press  this  resolution  ?  _ 

Mr.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Cheng amutr  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  :  In  view  of  the  explanation  made  by  Mr.  Robinson  that  the 
question  is  premature,  and  that  resettlement  will  not  take  place  in  the 
hear  future,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  said  that  the  public  would . 
be  consulted  with  regard  to  resettlement,  I  do  not  wish,  to  press  the 
motion. 

The  motion  was,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 


Jntroductloh_of  Spinning  in  Schools. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VRIAR  (Chengmnuf  cum  Battanamtitta ): 
Sir.  I  beg  to  move  that—-  ; .  ....  , 

“This  Coiincilrecoin/mendSto  the  Gdoerhmeht  that  spinning  he  gradual 

ly  introduced  in  all  Vernacular  ‘Schools  as  a  species  of  manual  iravinng. 

•  The  importance  of  manual  training  in  schools  has  been  recognised 
by  the  Government.  It  is  mainly  intended  to:  train  the  hand-  and  the 
eye.  Though  some  money  is  spent  by  the  Government  to  teach  the 


544  OIRAVAHCOMS  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.  JANUARY  1924, 

[Mr.  M.  R.  Madhava  Variar.] 

boys  how  to  make  toys  with  paper  and  clay,  it  does  not  materially  assist 
them  in  after-life.  Hand-spinning  by  ordinary  cJiarka  is  a  species  of 
manual  training,  and  at  the  same  time  a  very  useful  cottage  industry. 
In  Travancore,  charka  was  used  in  olden  times  and  in  some  respectable 
families  old-fashioned .  charkas  are  found  in  the  lofts.  Spinning  trains 
the  hand  and  the  eye.  A  spinner  has  to  be,  closely  attentive  to  the 
thread.  He  must  moderate  the  revolutions  of  the  wheel  to  get  the  re¬ 
quired  count.  Besides  this,  a  spinner  must  do  ginning  (separating  the 
seed  from  the.  cotton)  carding  and  making  roll  of  cotton.  All  these 
works  are  sufficient  to  train  the  hand  and  the  eye.  Besides  this  train¬ 
ing,  spinning  is  creative  of  the  power  of  concentration  which  is  absolute¬ 
ly  necessary  for  a  student.  To  bo  a  good  spinner,  one  must  have 
constant  practice  on  the  wheel,  If  spinning  and  carding  are  taught  in 
the  first  class,  making  rolls  of  cotton  and  spinning  a  yard  of  a  certain 
count  in  the  second  class,  and  spinning  liner  counts  of  yarn  is  insisted 
upon  in  higher  classes,  a  student,  when  he  leaves  the  vernacular  school," 
will  be  a  good  spinner.  Spinning  and  the  auxiliary  processes'  fetch  a 
decent  profit  for  the  pupils.  A  boy  or  girl  working  at  a  spinning- 
wheel  for  one  hour  can  eltrn  at  least  two  ohackrams..  Suppose  it  is  being 
done  regularly  for  120  days  in  a  month  by  a  student,  then  he  can  meet, 
from  his  own  pocket,  expenses  for  tiffin  and  for  fees.  In  Ahmedabad, 
many  primary  schools  are  mainly  supported  through  two  or  three  hours 
of  compulsory  spinning  by  all  the  inmates.  So  the  students  naturally 
feel  a  sense  of  pride  in  themselves,  maintaining  the  school  by  producing 
enough  to  meet  the  lion’s  share  of  the  general  expenses.  If  the 
scheme  of  compulsory  spinning  is  introduced  in  every  school,  then  free 
and  compulsory  vernacular  education  is  not  a  difficult  matter  from  the 
financial  point  of  view. 

Mb.  A.  HOOG-EWEBF  ( Nominated ■):  .  May  I  know  whether  he 
confines  it  to  vernacular  schools  only  ? 

MB.  M.E.  MADHAVA.  VARIAR  (Ghengamar  cum  Fattanamtitta): 
My  resolution  is  only  with  regard  to  vernacular  schools. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (QhangnapKery-m.m'M-in(ichuy :/  May  I, 
know,  whether  he  can  get-  sufficient  quantity  of  eotton  in  this  country  ? 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  YABIAB  ( Gnenga-nnur  cum  Pattwnam- 
titta):  We  can  cultivate  cotton  in  this  country.  That  is  what  Dr. 

Kunjan  Pillai  toldme.  .  ~ . 

.  Mb.  3.  JOHN  NIDIRY  .( Changmacherg  cum  Minaohil) :  The 
other  day,  I  think,  he  said  that  it  was  not  possible. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chenga/iinur  cum  Patlanam- 
titta)  •:  In  many  places,  there  is  cultivation  of  cotton,  I  know.  . 

My  .friend  Mr.  Eunjitomman  had  sent  up  a  resolution  that  the  state 
should  give  textbooks  grabs  to  students  of  the  depressed  classes.  He 
also  stated  once  that  they  should  _  be  fed  in  the  afternoon  by  the 
State.  When  we  see  the  hard  and  impecunious,  lot  of  these  depressed 
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classes,  we  are  moved  to  make  suck  proposals.  Government  have  also 
sanctioned  fee  concessions  to  students  belonging  to  the  depressed  classes. 
If  they  are  taught,  spinning  and  if  they  are  compelled  to  spin  for  two  or 
three  hours  a  day.  they  can  be  taught  the  most  noble  quality  of  self-- 
reliance  and  their  financial  difficulties  can  also  be  mitigated.  Captain  J. 
W,  Petavel,  in  his  lecture  on  “University  and  Unemployment’’ recom¬ 
mended  the  ancient  r/iimhula  system.  One  part  of  the  education  re¬ 
ceived  there  was  .  cultural  and  the  other  was  to  train  the  students  in 
manual  labour.  It  will  be  a  very  good  thing  to  establish  separate 
schools  wherever  possible  for  boys  and  girls  of  the  depressed  classes 
where,  spinning  is  regularly  taught  and  extensively  practised. 

Now-a-days  students  have  an  aversion  to  all  kinds  of  manual  work. 
A  boy.  who  has  passed  the  seventh  class  in  a  vernacular  school  will 
starve  on  a'  pittance  of  five  or  six  rupees  as  a  peon  or  as  an  underling 
rather  than  ~do .  honest  manual  work.  By  regular  spinning,  he  will 
realise  the  dignity  of  manual  labour. 

I  fear  that  one  of  the  arguments  which. may  be  advanced  against 
my  proposition  may  be  that  the  introduction  of  spinning  is  expensive  and 
Government  have  no  money  to  spend  upon  manual  training  or  spin¬ 
ning.  A  good  spinning  wheel  does  not  cost  more  than  Bs.  2.  If  many 
wheels  are  made  at  a  time,  the  cost  will  be  much  less.  In  rural  parts 
where  timber  can  be  had  without  heavy  cost,  .spinning  wheels  can  be 
ordered  for  one  rupee  each.  Twenty  wheels  will  he  ample  for  one 
school,  for  all  classes  do  not  spin  at  the  same  time,  and  even  in  spin¬ 
ning  classes  all  students  may  not  be  engaged  in  spinning.  Besides  the 
wheels,  ginners,  carding  bows  and  cotton  are  wanted.  In  a  school 
where  twenty  wheels  are  worked,  a  couple  of  ginners,  each  costing  less 
than  Bs.  2,  and  some  carding  bows,  which  can  he  got  for  a  few  annas, 
are  also  wanted.  Another  argument  against  the.  introduction  of  spin¬ 
ning  may  be  the  paucity  of  cotton  in  the  country.  In  South  Travancore, 
we  get  a  good  quantity  of  cotton.  Cotton  is  purchased  from  the  ad¬ 
joining  district  of  Tinnevelly  in  Middle  and  North  ■  Travancore. 
There  is  a  spinning  mill  at  Quilon  for  which  cotton  is  got  from 
Tinnevelly.  Combodia  cotton  plants  are  grown  in  many  compounds. 
To  cultivate  cotton,  if  possible  in  the  precincts  of-  the  school,  .will 
be  a  profitable  and  useful .  vocation  for  the  teachers  and  the  taught. 
Anyhow  we  need  not  despair  of  procuring  cotton  from  one  place  or 
the  other.  Now  there  is  a  large  demand  for  hand-made  clothes. 
Even  if  it  is  not  in  demand,  every  boy  can  at  least  spin  the  yarn  for  his 
own  clothing.  The  art  and  technique  of*  spinning  can  be  learnt  With¬ 
in  one  or  two  months.  But  one  can  produce'  finer  counts  of  yarn  only 
by  constant  practice  at  -the.  wheel.  At  first  we  have  to  spend  one 
hundred  rupees  on  a  school  for  the  introduction  of  spinning.  Afterwards 
the  hoys  will  be  able  to  make,  more  spinning  wheels  out  of  the  profits  of  : 
their -industry.  . 

Me.  A,  HOOGEWEBF  {Nodnided) :  What  about  the  girls? 

Mr.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VABIAR  ( Chengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
iitta)  :  My  observations  will  apply  to  girlsalsC,  •  .  ^ 
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The  headmaster  of  a  school  can  realise  the  price  of  each  wheel  by 
making  the  boys  work  on  the  wheel  and  selling  the  yarn.  I  have  ad¬ 
visably  used  the  word  ‘  gradually  ’  in  my  resolution.  Government  can 
at  least  make  an  experiment  in  four  or  five  schools.  If  the  experiment 
succeeds,  the  scheme  can  be  gradually  extended  to  all  vernacular  schools 
in  the  State.  I  have  endeavoured  to  show  that  spinning  trains  the 
hand  and  the  eye,  teaches  the  dignity  of  manual  labour,  cultivates  the 
quality  of  self-help  and  helps  to  .make  a  small  saving.  I  trust  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  Council  will  whole-heartedly  support  my  proposition.  If 
spinning  is  taught  in  schools,  it  will  spread  like  wild  fire.  In  every 
home  there  will  be  spinning  wheels.  If  leisure  hours  are  spent  to  work 
at  the  spinning  wheels,  the  members  of  a  family  can  clothe  'themselves. 
Consider  what  the  average  income  of  an  Indian  is.  It  is  reported  that 
the  average  annual  income  of  an  Indian  is  at  the  most  Es.  36  or  40. 
His  monthly  income  is  Its.  8  and  odd.  If  a  man  is  able  to  work  two  or 
three  hours  at  the  wheel  lie  can  make  Es.  4  or  Es.  5.  Is  it  not  an  in¬ 
crease  to  the  national  wealth  ?  Should  we  not  by  every  means  en¬ 
courage  this  petty  but  useful  industry  ?  P'erhaps  we  may  not  like  the 
coarse  cloth  spun  out  of  uncouth  yarn.  But  our  peasants  like  it  and 
they  will  use  it.  .  Gradually  we  will  be  able  to  make  finer  yarn  as  our 
forefathers  did.  Mr.  Havell,  an  educational  authority,  says  that,  spin¬ 
ning  exercise  is  equivalent  to.  Swedish  Drill. 

On  these  grounds,  I  earnestly  urge  this  resolution  for  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  the  House. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARA YANA  PILLAI  {Amha  lapuzha)  :  May  .1  know 
from  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  whether  the  proposed  training  in  spinning 
is  in  substitution  of  manual  training  or  in  addition  to  the  manual 
training, now  obtaining  in  schools  ? 

■  -Mb.  M. .  B.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghengamwr  cum  Pattanam- 
titta):  It  may  be  in  substitution  or  it  may  be  in  addition.. 

Mb.  P.  K,  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambala-puzha)  :  What  is  the 
member’s  proposal?  ■ 

Mb.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VABIAR  (Ohengnnur  cum  Patlanam- 
tiitdb) I  have  .hot  .made  any  proposal  with  regard  to  that. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (.Nominated)-.  I  beg  to  support  Mr. 
Madhava  Variar’s  resolution. .  ' 

PRESIDENT  :  You  mean,  second? 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nominated) :  Yes.  I  am  extremely 
■  glad  that  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  has  brought  such  a  resolution  before  this. 
House.  .  The  spinning  wheel  or  rather  the  revolutions  of  the  spinning 
wheel  are  associated  with  the  supposed,  revolutionary  propaganda  in 
India.  The  oluvrka  is  looked  upon  as  a  symbol  of  revolution  and  there¬ 
fore  people  look  askance  at  it  with  a  very  suspicious  eye.  'It  is  unfor¬ 
tunate  that  along  with  ,  the  poli  tical  .  upheaval  in  India—India  for 
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Indians,  self-rule,  swaraj  and  so  on — the  charJca  has  fallen  into  disre¬ 
pute.  If  it  had  been  kept  as  a  separate  economic  problem,  absolutely 
dissociated  from  politics,  I  am  sure  Mahatma  G-andhi  would  have 
been  a  saviour  of  the  country  in  its  industrial  development  before  this. 
I  am  sorry  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  has  restricted  it  to  vernacular  schools. 
I  should  have  liked  all  schools  to  take  it  up.  .  He  was  speaking  of  boys, 
but  I  should  like  to  have  added  girls  also.  It  is  a  splendid  cottage 
industry  and  in  keeping  with  the  national  customs  and  the  national  life 
of  the  people.  I  know  people  living  along  the  beach  who  have  been 
impoverished,  and  who  could  not  make  both  ends,  meet,  earning  four 
or  five  annas  by  lace-making.  Now  Ezkavas  and  even  Mahomedan 
girls  have  taken  to  this  cottage  industry.  It  keeps  the  borne  fires 
:  burning  well.  I  know  that,  because  I  have  been  moving  very 
closely  among  the  fishermen.  In  times  of  famine,  when  there  is  no 
fishing, — there  are  certain  seasons  when  everything  is  high  and  dry 
and  all  earnings  have  been  "spent,  and  everything  looks  dark— -it  is 
these  poor  girls  that  keep,  as  I  said,  the  home  fires  burning. 

Now,  Sir,  I  read  the  other  day  a  short  article  in  a  Calcutta  paper, 
where  it  is  said  that  the  schools  in  Calcutta,  under  the  Archbishop  of 
Calcutta,  have  taken  to  the  aharka  not  as  a  political  weapon  of  revolution, 
but  on  economic  lines,  and  I  am  happy  to  know  that  it  has  proved  a 
great  success  in  those  schools.  Tt  is  producing  boys  and  girls  in  plenty 
capable  of  self-reliance  and  self-help.  An  experiment  has  been  made 
and  it  has.  proved  a  success  in  these  schools.  We,  therefore,  earnestly 
ask' the  Director  of  Industries,  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  and 
all  those,  concerned  with  education  and;  industries  in  Travancore,  to  take 
up  this  question  seriously  and  make  it  a  Jait  accompli  in  the  near  future. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  YnJhkliAlt.halajymha)  :  I  beg  to  sup¬ 
port  the  resolution  in. a  qualified  way.  ‘While  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  was 
discussing  this  resolution  and  advocating  the  introduction  of  spinning 
into  schools,  I  was  just  thinking,  if  the  schools  were  occupied  mainly 
with  spinning,  what  would  become  of  the  teaching  in  schools.  That  is 
why  I  put  the  question  to  him  whether  the  spinning  that  he  proposed 
was  in  substitution  of  manual,  training  or  in  addition  to  it.  I  am  sorry 
he  has  not  considered  that  aspect  of  the  question.  If,  in  introducing 
spinning  into  schools,  the.  teaching  for  which  these  institutions  have, 
been  started -would  materially  suffer,  then  I  am  sorry  I  shall  not  find  it 
possible  to  support  the  motion  .put  forward  by  Mr-  Madhava  Variar 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VABIAR  (C he ngannur  cum  Pattamm - 
■Utta)  ■  I  wish  to  say  a  word  by  way  of  explanation.  My  resolution  is 
that  spinning  may  be  introduced  as  a  species  of  manual,  training., 

:  Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  {AuM'apy.zha) :  According  to 
Mr.  Madhava  Variar,  who  says  that  it  is  as  a  species  of  manual  training 
that  spinning  is  to  be.  introduced .  into  schools,’  wo  have,  yet  to  spe 
whether  it  would  act  to  the  detriment  of  the  teaching  itself.  It  is,  in 
that  way,  to  ascertain  that  aspect  of  the  question  that  I  put  iny  question 
to  him,  l  am  afraid  he  has  not  bestowed  his  thought  upon  that  aspect 
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of  the  question.  Therefore,  in  introducing  spinning  into  schools,  atten¬ 
tion  has  to  be  paid  to  one  aspect  of  the  matter,  that  is  to  say,  that  the 
teaching  in  the  schools  should  be  made  to  suffer  on  no  account ;  with 
such  a  margin  and  to  such  an  extent  the  development  of  manual 
training,  or  the  species  of  manual  training  which  Mr.  Madhava  Variar 
advocates,  may  be  allowed  and  that  will  be  useful  to  the  interests  of  the 
public  at  large’.  But  if  it  is  going  to  invade,  the  sphere  of  instruction  for 
which  the  schools  primarily  exist,  then  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  support  his 
position.  So,  in  this  qualified  way,  I  am  prepared  to  lend  my  support 
to  the  motion  put  forward  by  Mr.  Madhava  Variar. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PIMjAI  (Triean-drtm  cum  N tulutnangad ):  I 
wish  that  the  mover  would  adopt  the  form  that  I  suggest,  via.,  “that 
this  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  that  spinning  be  introduced 
as  a  branch  of  manual  training  in  all  schools  in  the  State  ”  That  will 
do  away  with  Mr.  P.  Ii.  Narayana  Pillai’s  apprehensions  and  it  will  also 
obviate  another  difficulty  which  presents  itself  to  my  mind.  Spinning,  it 
has  been  rightly,  conceded,  is  a  most  useful  occupation.  It  gives  exercise, 
it  gives  training,  and  it  puts  a  little  money  into  the  pockets  of  the  people. 
Boys  and  girls  want  all  these  advantages  irrespective  of  the  question 
.  whether  they  go  to  English, schools  or  to  vernacular  schools,  Manual 
training  has  been  introduced  both  in  vernacular  schools  and  English 
schools.  It  may,  be  left  to  the  department  to  determine  the  particular 
standard  of  manual  training  in  any  particular  school,  so  that  if  we  adopt 
the  resolution  in  the  form  that  spinning  be  introduced  as  a  portion  of 
manual  training,  Government  will  be  obliged  to  introduce  spinning  in  all 
schools  and  also  to  see  that  the  difference  between  vernacular  schools  and 
English  schools  in  this  matter  is  done  away  with.  English  schools  are 
more  largely  attended  by  the  children  of  wealthier  people,  speaking 
generally,  than  vernacular  schools.  The  boys  and  girls  who  go  to  verna¬ 
cular  schools  have  very  little  hopefulness  and  very  little  cheerfulness. 
■Most  of  them  enter  the  portals  of  vernacular  schools  because  they  cannot 
afford  to  do  better.  They  look,  forward  to  a  future  of  penury  and  dis¬ 
appointment.-  The  case  of  those  who  go  to  English  schools  used  to  be 
different.  But  on  account  of  existing  numbers  the  same  difficulty  may 
crop  up  with  regard  to  English  schools  also.  But  spinning  being  a 
means  of  enabling  persons  to  earn  their  livelihood  to  a  limited  extent, 

I  advocate  the  .principle  that  it  may  be  introduced- in  all  the  schools  in 
the  State — English  schools  and  vernacular  schools,  boys’  schools  and 
.  girls’  schools — as  .a  branch  of  manual  training.  .1  hope  this  form  will 
;  Commend  itself- to  the  mover.  V 

Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Glianganachmj  cum  Minaohil)'.  I 
have  also  to  support  my  friend  the  mover  in  a  rather  limited  manner. 
My  first  difficulty  is  with  regard  to  the  supply,  of  cotton,  to  which  my. 
friend1  replied  that  we  might  grow  enough  cotton  in  this  country.  ;  .  Then 
the  best  thing  will  be  to  postpone  this  attempt  for 'the  present  and  try 
,|£i;aee.yvhether  we  can  get  our  own  supply  of  cotton.  ;  ' 
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Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghenganimr  cum  Pattanam- 
titta) :  By  way  of  explanation  I  have  to  point  out  that  I  said  it  might  be 
introduced  in  two  or  three  schools  for  the  first  time  and  not  in  all  the 
schools  at  once. 

Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Ghanganaehery  cum  Mimehil)  :  I  beg 
your  pardon.  Then  there  is  no  difficulty  about  that.  We  can  import 
a  small  quantity  and  make  an  experiment. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGrEWERF  ( Nominated );  May  I  know  whether  he 
is  aware  that  all  the  lace  that  is  made  in  Travancore  is  not  got  from 
outside  ? 

PRESIDENT :  You  mean  yarn  '/ 

Me.  A.  HOOGrEWERF  {Nominated):  Yes. 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Hoogewerf  s  question  is  whether  the  yam 
required  for  lace-making  is  not  all  imported. 

,  Me.  J  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( GhanyanaoUenj  cum  Mwaolw)  :  I 
am  not  aware.  It  may  or  may  not  be.  I  have  not  said  that. 

The  next  point  I  would  wish  to  bring  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  is  whether  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  limit  the  scheme  to  girls’ 
Schools.  I  think  spinning  is .  less  manly  than  other  kinds  of  manual 
training.  So.  I  would. prefer  to  have  it  begun  first  in  the  girls’  schools. 
Spinning  and  sewing  go  together  more  or  less.  As  in  the  case  of  sewing, 
which  is  found  in  girls’  schools,  I  would  prefer  to  have  the  experiment 
first  in  girls’ schools.  With  these  limitations,  I  would  support  Mr. 
Madhava  Variar. 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Cormneree-  and  Induslms, 
North):  Sir,  I  also  support  Mr.  Madhava  .  Variar’s  motion,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  there  is  great  benefit  to  be  derived  from  at  least  a  partial 
introduction  of  spinning  in  the  various  schools  of  the  State.  If  vve  go 
into  the  difficulties  in  the  supply  of  cotton  and  its  cost,  I  agree  that 
it  is  desirable  to  introduce  the  system  gradually.  .  If  we  try  to  in¬ 
troduce  spinning  in  all  schools  all  at  once,  there  will  be  very  many 
practical  difficulties  which  will  militate  against  the  success  of  the 
enterprise.  I  should  like  to  see  spinning  •  introduced  in  the  schools 
within  a  compact  area  where  the  occupation  of  the  people  and 
other  local  conditiohs  are  favourable  to  the  scheme.  •  I  would  suggest  , 
that  an  agency  should  be  built  up  first  for  the  supply  of  cotton— -the. 
proper  kind  of  cotton— and  also  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the: 
goods  in  the  best;  way  possible.  That  is  to  say,  it  is;  not  enough  to 
introduce  the  system  of  spinning  in  some  schools,  but  all  the  conditions 
necessary  for  ensuring  its  success  should  also  he  observed.  Unless 
We  do  that,  it  may  be  said  that  the  scheme  has  been  tried  and  found; 
wanting.  ,V:- 

Mr.  A,  HOOGrEWERF  (dominated) ;  i  beg  to  know  whether 
people  who  started  the.  lace  industry  first  of  all  found  the  demand  for 
the  necessary  lace,  before  they  made  and  sold  it.  .: 
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Me.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Comwrce  awl  Industries, 
North)  :  I  am  now  only  speaking  on  Mr.  Madhava  Variar’s  resolution  and 
I  have  nothing  to  say  about  lace.  If  Mr.  Hoogewerf  would  introduce  a 
resolution  on  lace  industry,  I  would  be  very  glad  to  give  my  opinion  on  it. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) ;  Is  it  not  also  a  cottage 
industry  V 

PRESIDENT :  May  be  ;  but  we  are  not  dealing  with  lace. 

'Mu.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (CoMneree  and  Industries 
North) :  One  likely  difficulty  that  occurs  to  me  in  the  adoption  of  this 
scheme  by  Government  is  the  political  association  of  cJi  arlca  and  spin¬ 
ning.  My  friend,  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar,  might  object  to  the  use  of  the  word 
politics  in  any  connection.  I  should,  however,  think  that  I  have 
perfect  liberty  to  develop  my  argument  m  my  own  way  ;  and  in  doing 
that  I  should  not  be  debarred  from  speaking  about  politics.  We  are  _ 
all  politicians  in  one  sense.  When  we  talk  about  the  activities " 
of  the  Government  and  the  way  in  which  the  policy  of  the  Government 
is  shaped,  we  are  talking  of  polities.  I  hope,  my  reference  to  politics  yester¬ 
day  and  to-day  is  of  a  positively  innocuous  character  which  will  not  . 
offend  the  susceptibilities  of  even  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar.  As  I  said, 
the  only  obstacle  I  see  in  the  adoption  of  the  scheme  is  the  association 
-of  it  with  an  aggressive  political  movement  among  our  fellow-subjects 
in  British,  India.  The  introduction  of  spinning  on  its  own  merits,  on 
absolute  economic  grounds,- — - 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ) :  Is  it  not  possible  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  spinning  wheel  with  a  detached  mind  ? 

Me.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries, 
North)  :  I  am  speaking  for  myself .  I  may  not  have  a  detached  mind ; 
Mr.  Hoogewerf  may  have  a  detached  mind.  But  the  question  is  not : 
to  be  judged  by  what  one  like  Mr.  Hoogewerf  feels  in  the  matter  but 
by  what  all  classes  of  people  collectively  may  feel  about  it. 

Now,  as.  Dr, '  Ray  has  shown,  the  introduction  of  spinning  as  a 
cottage  industry  without  any'  political  consideration  is  economically 
useful.  '  i  .■■■ 

.  Mb,  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Maveh'ham  cum  EarLika^alli)  : 

.  May  I  know  what  he  intends  by  the  phrase  “political  consideration”  he 
.just  now  used  ? 

Mb.  3L  G.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries, 
North)  :  What  I  meant  when  I  referred  to  it  when  I  developed  my 
argument  yesterday  and  to-day — 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Maulikara  cum  Kartikaiuilli) :  I  am  • 
speaking  of  the  term  he  used  just  now  in  the  last  sentence. 

-  Mb.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Com/nerce  and  Industries, 
North ) :  The  way  in  which  I  used  the  argument  may  be  construed  by  some 
possibly  as  smacking  of  politics,  but  it  is  not  in  an  objectionable  way. 
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Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelilcara  cam  Ilarlikapalli)  :  May 
I  know  what  the  objectionable  part  recently  referred  to  is  ? 

Mr.  K.  C-  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries! 
North) :  Any  political  activity  that  is  openly  and  confessedly  intended  to 
subvert  the  authority  of  a  constituted  government,  as  is  the  ease  with 
the  hhadar  propaganda  in  British  India,  may  be  objectionable  politics. 
When  we  request  Government  for  the  redress  cf  grievances,  it  is  also  an' 
activity  connected  with  the  Government.  Some  people  may  speak  of 
it  as  politics. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (. Nominated ) :  I  beg  to  know  whether 
the  consideration  of  this  House  is  to  be  regulated  by  the  stupid  opinions 
of  the  country,  hoi  polloi  cr  by  the  opinion  of  the  intelligentsia  of  the 
country.  ’ 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries » 
North) :  I  say  if  it  is  possible  for  us  to  introduce  this  system  into  our 
schools  without  in  any  way  mixing  it  up  with  the  associations  obtaining 
elsewhere,  I  think  it  will  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  future  generations  of 
the  country.  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  supporting  Mr,  Madhava 
Variar’s  proposition. 

Mr.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (.Director  of  Public  Instruction):  Sir,  I 
gather  from  what  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  has  said  in  moving  his  resolution 
that  he  wishes  to  turn  all  our  primary  school  boys  into  spinners  and  all 
our  girls  into  (spinsters.  (Laughter.)  I  must  oppose  that  proposition. 

Mi.'.  Madhava  Variar  has  recommended  the  introduction  of  spinning 
into  primary  schools, and  vernacular  schools  as  a  species  of  manual  train¬ 
ing.  When  many  years  ago  I  studied  logic,  I  remember  learning  that  a 
species  was  the  sub-division  of  a  genus  and  it  had  all  the  qualities  of  the 
genus  with  some  additional  quality.  I  attempted  yesterday  to  the  best 
of  my  ability  to  give  some  idea. of  what  our  schools  and  colleges  under¬ 
stood  by  manual  training.  I  mentioned  that  manual  training  has  two 
functions — a  main  and  a  subsidiary  function—  the  main  one  being,  as  I . 
put  it,  the  progressive  development  of  the  qualities  of  accuracy,  precision . 
and  thoroughness  by  a  combination  of  ocular  observation  and  manipulat¬ 
ive  skill.  I  mentioned  there  was  also  a  kind  of  by-product  of  manual 
training  by  which  is  acquired  nimbleness  of  the  hand,  manipulative  skill 
and  quickness  of  the  eye.  In  addition  to  that,  I‘  mentioned  a  very  im¬ 
portant  feature  of  manual  training,  and  that  is  that  there :  is  indeed  a 
great  deal,  nay  an  immense  amount  of  variety.  You  do  not  go  day-after  , 
day  making  and  producing  the  same  thing.  You  produce  the  thing  in  order 
that  you  may  derive^  the  benefit  of:  producing  it.  The  very  essence  of  ma¬ 
nual  training  is  a  constant  and  progressive  process  from  object  to  object. 

I  would  like  to  illustrate  it  by  an  incident  which  took  place  in  Trivandrum 
when  our  present  Organiser  in  Manual  Training,  Mr.  Green,  some  years 
ago,  was  first  appointed.  ,  Dr.  Mitchell  visited  his  place  and  saw  his  work. 
He  saw-  that  all  his  pupils  were  inakin  g  T-squ  ares  or  set  squares.  They 
had  just  reached  that  stage.  Dr,  Mitchell  suggested  that  they  might  make 
set  squares  for  the  schools  and  sell  them  cheap.  Mr.  Green  said:  ,rWe  are 
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not  manufacturers.  If  you  want  set  squares  you  had  better  go  to  a  ear- 
penter.  We  make  the  set  squares  in  order  that  the  pupils  may  derive 
the  benefit,  mental  and  physical,  of  the  process  of  making  them.  When 
once  a  pupil  has  made  a  set  square,  he  ceases  to  make  it  and  goes  on  to 
make  something  else.  ”  That  is  the  very  root  of  all  manual  training, 
whatever  you  call  it — genus  or  species. 

Me.  T-  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) :  May 
I  ask  if  he  has  understood  Mr.  Madhava  Yariar  to  say  that  every  school 
should  be  made  a  manufactory  ? 

Me.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  oj  Public  Instruction) :  I  quite 
understand.  He  did  not  say  that.'  I  am  coming  to  that  too, 

I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Madhava  'Variars  proposal  conforms  to 
what  I  understand  from  the  educational  point  of  view  by  manual 
training. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominate J)  :  I  beg  to  know  whether 
precision  gained  by  manual  training  in  sewing,  making  set  squares  and  so 
on  is  not  as  useful  to  the  student  as  the  charlea. 

Me.  L.  0.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction.)  :  I  do  not 
deny  that  it  will  be  of  some  use.  What  I  say  is  this.  The  fundamental 
features  of  manual  training,  as  understood  in  the  educational  world,  are 
variety  and  progressive  passing  on  from  one  object  to  another  in  order 
to  derive  the  benefit  obtainable  from  them — first  one  tlimg  and  then 
another  thing.  According  to  the  present  proposal  that  we  should  intro¬ 
duce  spinning  into  our  primary  schools,  I  do  not  think  that  spinning  can 
deserve  to  be  regarded  in  any  sense  as  a  species  of  manual  training. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghengaunur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  :  May  I  ask  Mr.  Hodgson  whether,  if  spinning  is  introduced 
along  with  other  species  of  manual  training,  there  will  be  variety  ? 

Mu.  L.  G.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction )  :  I  am 
'afraid,  if  you  are  going  to  have  spinning  side  by  side  with  that,  it  will 
interfere  with  the  important  features  of  school  work.  Compared  with 
manual  training  as  it  is  being  taught  not  only  here  but  all  over,  the 
world,  spinning  does  not  in  any  way  come  up  to  the  requirements  of 
manual  training.  There  is  very  little  variety  in  spinning.. 

Mr.  Madhava  Variar  tells  us  that  there  is  also  the  process  of  carding 
and  there  is  difference  between  fine  and  coarse  spinning.  There  is  very 
.  little  variety  in  it  and  there  is  very  little  progress  possible.  T  have 
nothing  whatever  to  say  against  spinning.  It  is  a  very  useful  and  valu¬ 
able  thing  no  doubt.  But  as  apart  of  the  course  of  general  education— 
and  I  am  confining  my  remarks  entirely  to  general  education — as  a  part 
of  that,  I  do  not  think  it  will  he  conducive  to  the  aim  and  object  of  general 
education. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  I  wish  to  know  whether 
Mr,  Hodgson  is. aware  that  spinning  introduced  in  a  school  in  Varkalai, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Director  of  Industries,  is  thriving. 
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Mr.  L.  0.  HODGSON  {Director  of  Public  Instruction)  :  I  believe 
that  is  true  and  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  it.  If  the  Director  of 
Industries  in  Travancore  wishes  to  introduce  spinning  into  his  schools, 
I  have  not  the  slightest  objection.  My  point  is  that  it  is  unsuited  to 
schools  of  general  education.  They  are  not  schools  for  turning  out 
articles  of  commerce ;  they  are  not  schools  for  producing  articles  of, 
utility.  They  do  not  expect  boys  to  earn  a  small  wage.  They  exist  for 
the  mental  development  and  for  the  expansion — 

Mr.  .A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  May  I  ask  whether  general 
education  can  suffer  in  any  way  by  spinning  being  introduced  as  a  side¬ 
show  or  something  of  that,  sort  ? 

Mr,  L-  C.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction) :  Certainly, 
it.  can. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  .  If  so,,  docs  not  genera), 
education  suffer  by  the  introduction  of-  manual  training  ? 

,  Me.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction) :  No; 
because  manual  training  is  ever  progressive.  It  is  ever  going  on  from 
something  new  to  something  newer, 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  I  want  to  know— if  general 
education  will  suffer  by  the  introduction  of  a  side-show— like  the. 
teaching  of  spinning,  whether  it  will  not  also  suffer  by  introducing 
manual  training. 

Mr.  L.  0.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction) :  Prom 
his  question  Mr.  Hoogewerf  convinces  me  that  he  has  not  the  slightest 
idea  of  what  manual  training  means.  I  tried  to  explain  it  yesterday  and 
Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  understood  it  and  thought.it  a  decent  definition. 
What  I  wanted  to  say  was  that  in  schools  of  general  education  every 
subject  taught  should  stimulate  intelligence  and  lend  itself  to  progressive 
advancement.  Manual  training  does  so.  If  you  go  and  see  Mr.  Green’s 
work,  you  will  find  that  there  is  an  immense  variety  of  objects  that  are 
made  by  the  pupils  studying  manual  training.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
against  the  charka,  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  acquisition  of  the  art  of 
turning  a  spinning  Wheel  is  a  thing  that  stimulates  intelligence  or  that 
lends  itself  to  the  progressive  advancement  of  the  pupils. 

"Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Literary  education  is  not 
the  smnum  bonum  of  education.  If  it  is  so— 

PRESIDENT:  You  cannot  argue  ;  you  can  only  put  a  question  at. 
this  stage. 

Mr.  L.  0.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction). .  Mr. 
Madhava  Variar  told  us  that  it  encourages  concentration.  I  should  like 
that  very  much — 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghengannur  cum  Patfamm - 
iitta)  :  May  I  know  whether  Mr.  Hodgson  has  seen  people  spinning? 

Mr.  L.'fa.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction):  Yes  ,1  have 
certainly  seen  people  spinning. 
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Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pattaium- 
iiita )  :  Has  he  seen  spinning  in  England  ? 

■  Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction )  :  Spinning 
1  is  not  unknown  in  England.  It  is  mentioned  in  Shakespeare,  c.  g., 
“the  spinsters  and  the  knitters  in  the  sun.  who  use  to  chant  the  “old  and 
plain”  song  "  Come  away,  Come  away,  death.” 

Mr.  T.  K  VELU  PILIjAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ncdumangad):  .. 
Now  that  Mr.  Hodgson  says  he  has  seen  spinning,  I  wish  to  know  whe¬ 
ther  he  has  seen  spinning  acted.  (laughter.) 

Mr.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction ) :  I  have 
soon  spinning  acted  in  a  theatre  in  England  in  a  play  called  the  “Yeo¬ 
men  of  the  Guard.”  Mr.  Pitt  too  has  seen  it. 

Me.  T.  K.  "VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  N edumangad) :  I 
wish  to  know'  whether  he  would  object  to  actual  spinning  and  not  the 
one  on  the  stage.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction ):  I  have  no 
objection  myself. 

Mr.  Madhava  Variar  says  it  encourages  concentration.  I  do  not 
consider  that  it  induces  concentration.  In  fact  when  a  boy  is  turning 
it  in  a  sultry  afternoon,  he  may  even  go  to  sleep. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ghengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta):  May  I  know  whether  by  turning  the  wheel  mechanically  fine 
counts  can  be  yarned? 

Mr.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction):  I.  am 
not  an  expert  spinner,  but,  .1  believe  that,  by  turning  the  wheel,  you  can 
have  fine  or  coarse  counts  of  yam. 

Mr.  Hoogewerf  spoke  about  lacc-making.  As  far  as  I  know, 
lace-making'  in  Travancore .  is  not  done  in  schools  of  general 
education.  It  is  done  '  in  technical  schools  where  embroidery  is 
taught.  They  have  special  teachers  to  give  some  instruction  on  general 
subjects.  Similarly,  industrial  schools,  which  exist  for  the  teaching  of 
weaving  or  any  other  industry  generally,  as  Mr.'  Chacko  said,  have  a 
genera,]  teacher  to  give  instruction  on  general  subjects.  I  have  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  have,  spinning  introduced  as  one  of  the  subjects  in  an  in¬ 
dustrial  school.  That  is  the  proper  place  for  it,  provided  that  at  the 
same  time  you  give  the  pupils  a  certain  and  reasonable  amount  of  ge¬ 
neral  education  without  which  it  is  not  possible  for  them  to  get  on. 

Mr.  P.  K  Narayana  Pillai  said — I  see  he  has  gone  away  since— -that, 
if  teaching  will  suffer,  he  is  not  in  favour  of  Mr.  Madhava  Vai'iar’s  pro¬ 
position.  My  contention  is  that  teaching -will  suffer  if  spinning  is  intro¬ 
duced  to  replace  manual  training.  It  would  bo  introducing  a  very  in¬ 
ferior  type. of  manual  training.  If  it  was  introduced  in  addition  to  ma¬ 
nual  training,  it  would  crowd  up  the  time-table  and  take  up  the  time  of 
other  subjects. 
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Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  wants  it  to  be  a  branch  of  manual  training. 
I  do  not  regard  it  as  a  branch  of  manual  training. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedimangad ) :  I 
wish  to  ask  if  there  is  any  authoritative  statement,  recorded  in  books, 
to  the  effect  that  spinning  is  not  a  branch  of  manual  training. 

.  Mr.  L.  G.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction):  I  can¬ 
not  say  that.  I  have  not  gone  through  all  the  books  in  the  world.  There 
are  some  books  I  have  not  read  which  may  contain  the  statement, 
(Laughter,)  I  am  saying  from  my  own  observation  and  from  my  own 
belief,  after  having  studied  the  subject  of  manual  training  itself,  that 
spinning,  although  done  by  the  hand,  is  not  manual  training  as  taught 
in  schools  of  general  education.  I  do  not  deny  the  fact  that  manual 
training  is  not  a  good  name.  ( 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated) :  I  wish  to  ask  whether  Mr, 
Hodgson  is  not  aware  that  the  Madras  Retrenchment  Committee  re¬ 
commended  the  amalgamation  of  the  Arts  College — 

PRESIDENT  :  How  does  it  arise  here  ? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated)  :  I  hope  Mr.  Chacko  will 
take  it  up. 

PRESIDENT:  That  does  not  arise  in  this  connection, 

Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction  ):  I  am 
opposing  this  motion  on  the  ground  that  I  do  not  consider  spinning  as 
an  adequate  substitute  for  manual  training  proper  which  we  are  intro¬ 
ducing  into  all  our  schools— both  boys’  and  girls’  schools — and  that  I  do 
not  consider  it  can  possibly  be  introduced  in  addition  to  manual 
training  because  there  will  not  be  sufficient  time  for  the  ordinary  work 
of  the  schools  to  be  carried  on.  I  speak  for  myself  ;  I  cannot  speak 
for  Mr.  Chacko.  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  have  it  introduced  into 
industrial  schools  as  those  are  the  proper  institutions  where  it  should  be 
introduced. 

The  House  rose  for  lunch'  at  2-27  P;  m.  and  reassembled  at 
3-15  p.  M. 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangud  cum  Pamr) : .  I  beg  to 
give  my  hearty  support  to  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  MadhavaVariar. 
The  resolution  is  rather  innocent  in  its  wording,  but  it  is  one  which  is 
fraught  with  immense  potentialities,  if  it  is  carried  out  in  its  entirety 
by  the  Government  of  this  country.  I  suppose  I  need  not  tell, the 
people  of  this  place,  especially  the  old  men,  that  once  most  of  the  people 
belonging  to  this  country,  especially  the  high-caste  Hindus,  used  only 
clothes  manufactured  in  this  country  and  known,  as  tortus  and  neriatus — 
and  all  the  threads'woven.  by  them  were  manufactured  from  the  cotton 
grown  in  this  country  itself.  Even  now,  among  Malaysia  Brahmins 
and  Tamil  Brahmins,  all  the  sacred  threads  are  woven  from  cotton  spun 
at  home  by  themselves,  or  their  women.  At  one  time,,  the  weaving  and 
spinning  industry  was  in  a  flourishing  state  and  had  a  place  in  the 
economy  of  the  people  of  this  State. 
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I  have  nothing  to  say  against  Mr.  Hodgson's  ideals.  They  are 
certainly  ideals  fit  to  be  put  forward  by  the  Director  of  Public  Instruc¬ 
tion  and,  if  possible,  he  ought  to  bring  them  into  practice.  But,  un¬ 
fortunately,  in  this  work-a-day  world,  in  this  materialistic  age,  all  ideals, 
and  theories,  not  only  in  respect  of  education,  but  in  respect  of  other 
vital  matters  also,  cannot  be  put  into  practice  without  looking  into  the 
practical  side  of  those  ideals'  and  theories.  It  is  known  to  most  of  us  that 
agriculture  and  allied  subjects  are  taught  in  different  educational  institu¬ 
tions,  not  in  industrial  institutions  but  in  ordinary  schools.  There  are 
very  many  men  who  advocate  the.  introduction  of  training 
in  the  theory  and  practice  of  agriculture  in  primary  schools.  Of  course, 
there  arc  those  who  are  against  it  on  the  ground  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Hodgson  himself,  because  it  interferes  with  the  true  ideals  of  education. 
Of  course,  that  interferes  with  the  true  ideals  of  education.  Those  who 
know  the  real  condition  of  the  school-going  population  of  this  country 
will  see  that  at  least  50  per  cent,  of  the  population  in  primary  schools  do  ' 
not  eat  two  meals  a  day.  Generally  50  per  cent,  have  sometimes  to 
walk  two  and  three  miles.  Boys  and  girls  between!  and  8  years  of  age 
have  to  walk  three  miles  from  their  houses  taking  a  little  conjee.  They 
have  really  to  starve  a  whole  day  till  they  return  home.  That  is  the  real 
condition  of  the  school-going  population  of  the  State.  It  is  not  possible 
for  the  Government  to  do  much  to  alleviate  this  kind  of  distress  among 
the  school-going  population.  The  only  thing  Government  can  properly  do 
is  to  help  them  to  learn  something  useful  for  their  livelihood  when 
they  have  left  the  school  and  while  they  are  in  the  school.  As 
regards  Malayalam  education,  every  official  who  is  here  has  experienced 
the  troubles  that  arc  daily  caused  by  the  so-called  School  Leaving 
Certificate  men.  They  go  to  the  doors  of  every  official  to  get  at  least  a 
peon’s  place,  but  the  peons’  places  and  the  clerks’  places  are  limited,  and 
as  '  they  are  fit  for  nothing  else,  they  are  likely  to  form  a  set  of 
dangerous  ‘politicals’  whose  future  God  alone  may  know.  We  cannot 
yet  accurately  gauge  it.  The  kind  of  education  that  is  im¬ 
parted  now,  although  it  is  theoretically  perfect,  has  been  proved  to 
the  hilt  to  be  practically  useless  in  after-life.  Unless  we  combine 
.the  training  of  the  intellect  or  the  imparting  of  culture  with  a 
little  of  practical  knowledge  which  may  be  of  use  to  the  pupils  in  after-life 
or  which  is  of  immediate  use,  it  will  not  be  of  much  use  to  the 
greater  portion  of  the  school-going  population.  It  will  be  a  means 
of  stimulating  the  swadm  industry  and  will  serve  as  a  means  of  .inculcat¬ 
ing  self-respect  and  thrift  among  these  boys  who  have  not  a  good 
education.  They  will  be  able  to  earn  two  chackrams  at  least  a  day.  Other¬ 
wise,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  will  be  fit  to  earn  eVen  one  chackram  a 
day.  We  would  get  a  greater  number  of  boys  in  our  primary  schools, 
more  parents  of  boys  would  be  glad  to  send  them,  if  Government  or  some 
other  benevolent  agency  were  prepared  to  pay  the  price  of  books  needed 
in  the  schools  for  them.  When  such  is  the  grinding  poverty  of  most  of 
the  people  of  the  lower  classes  who  form  a  majority  of  the  school-going 
population  in  primary  schools,  I  ask :  “Is  it  not  the  duty  of-the  public  and 
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the  Government  to  give  them  the  means  to  earn  something  immediately 
and  also  to  earn  something  in  after-life  without  being  always  a 
trouble  to  the  parents  and  the  officials  in  the  State?”  Every  one  of  us, 

I  think,  knows  very  well  how  we  receive  dozens  of  letters  for  appoint¬ 
ments.  We  cannot  approach  Heads  of  Departments  as  we  have  often  to  . 
criticise  them.  That  is  the  state  of  affairs  the  present  system  of .  edu¬ 
cation  engenders.  I  therefore  request  the  House  to  give  its  hearty  support  • 
to  the  resolution. 

Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Kartikapalli)  : 
Sir,  I  did  not  want  to  intervene  in  this  debate.  But  I  felt  considerable 
doubts  myself  and  wanted  to  give  expression  to  those  doubts  to  have  them 
cleared  by  Mr.  Hodgson  and  Mr.  Madhava  Yariar.  The  subject  need  not  be 
treated  from  the  standpoint  of  emotion  or  sentiment.  Mr.  Hodgson  made  a 
pronouncement  to  the  effect  that  spinning  cannot  have  a  place  in  general 
education.  Many  of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  were  advocating  . 
it  to  a  certain  extent  from  the  point  of  view  of  vocational  education.  In 
,  manual  training  itself,  if  I  understand  it  aright,  there  can  be  several 
heads  of  curricula.  Mr-  Hodgson  tells  us  that  the  underlying  policy  is 
that  variety  of  exercise  is  given  to  the  finger,  the  hand  and  the 
eye.  In  that  variety  then,  many  matters  can  find  a  place.  We  need 
not  confine  it  to  button-making  or  hook-making  or  inlaid  work.  A 
number  of  items  of  curricula  are  passed  through  by  the  boys  who  are 
going  through  manual  training.  Among  these  heads,  can  or  cannot 
spinning  find  a  place  ?  A  boy  begins  witli  button-making  or  hook¬ 
making  ;  after  that  cannot  he  be  given  a  lesson  in  spinning  also  ?  Would 
it  be  absolutely  out -of  place,  absolutely  beyond  the  scope  of  manual 
training  ?  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  about  the  objection  taken  to 
the  word  “species.”  In  going  through  that  variety,  which  .according 
to  Mr.  Hodgson  is  the  spice  of  manual  training,  cannot  charted  or  spihning 
find  any  place  whatever  ?  That  is  one  doubt  I  feel  in  my  mind. 

As  regards  Mr.  Madhava  Yariar ’s  proposition,  I  do  not  know 
whether  Mr.  Madhava  Yariar  wants  this  subject  to  be  introduced  as  a 
compulsory  one.  I  believe  he  may  limit  its  scope  to  giving  a  few 
lessons,  say,  for  a  few 'months  and  then  pass  on  to  other  items  of 
manual. training.  If  that  is  what  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  proposes  and 
Mr.  Hodgson  accepts,  there  cannot  be  much  difference  between  them. 
I  do  not  put  it  forward  from  the  point  of  view  of  sentiment  or  emotion. 
I.  know  politics  has  been  referred  to  and  I  felt  considerably  edified  by 
the  definition  given  by  Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai,  and  especially  that 
portion  of  it  .which •  differentiated  between  politics  and  objectionable 
politics-— objectionable  politics,  i.  e.  politics  objected  'to  by  Govern¬ 
ment.  I  thank  him  very  much  for  the  information  given  by  him. 

M-b.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  Industries, 
North):  I  rise  to  a  word  of  personal  explanation.,  I.  did  not  give  that 
interpretation.  It  is  only  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar’s ,  interpretation. 

:  Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  :  Kartikapalli)  ; 
I  trust  my  ears.  I  only  express  my  thankfulness  for  the  definition., 
given  by  him.  It  may  be  my  mistake— -I  do- not  want  to  make  capital 
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out  of  every  word  that  comes  out  of  Mr.  Maminen  Mapillai’s  mouth* 
Looking  at  it  from  the  same  detached  standpoint  from  which,  he  says, 
it  ought  to  be  looked  at,  viewing  from  that  standpoint,  not  from  the 
cult  of  non-co-operation,  I  think  charhq,  and  spinning  my  be  given  a 
place  in  the  scheme  of  manual  training, 

Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Ercmiel  cum  ViJavankod )  :  ■  §do(T> 
eum  oTligjoigiooruo  aj)gjoaja»«SBOo  oj]§)o©i3crr> 

<srg)m>offl<au»lao  nruanooojaocnii  mlssaacoogg,  <&o©aro©(tno«5&  caoco 

cu  aiO(Sloo)«ss)s  (jysEKmsxsKn  sRsoaii  (SYoao^ej'caaar©.  ajoffiaocyg^  auo 
ejisssilffli  oosceam  cftsfo-jssnOoRsao  njAoo^Qaocon  amoGnjcnjoQ'jasnsaiDo 
iSKxnilcioocai  fsroroilffloo  goQjls6)®Yui  cDoJticniaaaba  nu-jIdhtolcaQGcajoOo 
(ffiSeaJonjIecMtsrefmofflsmmDo  .&&£.  QJoesssOotSQ  offltafnojal^ocoraittnosn)0. 
m'cafet!)  goaT.as  c©(mooiaoa^  o^®a^§(5nnoai)  affiigooldasacmunoco)  a 033)6)* 
acsTOOcylejgj.  6)Wo9«>c^<5)tffl3ai1ro)Ooi^jolaciD  ouo'aaioruSljy  ajocqjcmmio 
a»a®6  C9ct?)AOAJ6se^(o5  6io<3<oo  an§lejo  micSbo  a«»i3oaSlffi)tf)®Q£8o  tsro^  gjcn 
sssOoaffl0  Qsscm^laiaoao^ffioaSlfDljSsiQQjo  ©.ajog)  o0crrogg,  un'  Q®rnlc9ool 
cQ)oajan®osmu.  micefoom)l(o5  ooicrrao  cai|cm  oq^si^ogo^ 
dk^sns0  asn=io^s)c8s'-)5n§i®3ma.  §g®  eloomjgiaa  0(o&aajl 

6)OO<06)OOo  6PJSJ0)lBB  (OQreWcnO.  ®K9)SOOQ)c0)fflaoCQ)  6)6)cft>6)OOTO)05pl<o6 
aj«aj  (airosnossisg  oejo  sostsao&mrg)  ooool^  oooaoaj<soooiiaoa5l  mil  mo. 
gDURlsiabo  aoaio  (srDusiiltoiaLjlcTt^^gg.  cftioaisBBal©!)  sjciossaoo  (solans 
GoJoam  ®oaoi§oil^:a,iplstciiRBl®1c0Qmo.  ©«Bc9>oa:cBYm0  go®  ®oa|j<m)<o6 
cobffliao  (jy  aio©ffiirolo!i1(iscTT)@o  aoScaaoaiCTa  cnc/^^aoJoaSlg^gaocm' 
ru<Rboam)  o4co©3@o<o1n_flcaaaY)(i5>1cffigg.  (©aiffitswiaq/o  o-joffiacQjggj  ,©okj 
c8)O^i5SBirffliO!SPV(0§le^j^  deislgjle(66i5n§  ®i®aicgjo  acnDoKftosnfo  gogjo 
©vBuwosm0.  gsansst36|6)s  eo®t(^joaicmofflOQi  cftocc^ommlaoftnisnil  ©©3 
aa£0>©ssviDO^.«36  <sa!6H06>i2>cnD  casarei)!  gotBa-jooo  ®soo6sb^@s  goscs£l(o6  ggs 
6sal  00s era oi sb cm  mcfiaocg^  (y  oj.o®^ari9ocS9crn(m!ao(saj6rt§l  a0 

gjbooo|@0(iai3ai1gja'ajcG)68BClejo'.  (srotu  ogj©g!j§(crB)eno©gKYiogg. 
aocoQjoa'jffll  k©3©s  ai<i@c®''C',<®ri5)  6sro1c9isvai.o  ©K®«caaiaLjle3aoai)  ajpsi^orovm 
(B>0SfK>U. 

gocmassYtsi  ailgjoemfflia^.o,  ■  (morofioiroscnoaisscm .  §Dcms><TOj>  oil 
g)o|jdfTOQjo  tsrodsltoi)  aeoosBneocaa  tfti§ViR03cnr>  .  aa-J^lojcioao^sss^o  - 
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m'tflcooasb  sscDsseOoces  a^ocd)laj®3<wcociooeocfflQj@oooaso,  fSKxwloDocoi 
@®6TC>c0jOi9}ssBs>£i  saiooSlcSQCYn  orui51(iy)lc8)§.o  i^lle.ojm)'  ®ug j 

(seJOiij\M(SoaioOo  fru_i®O0(8Oi^aoiass  irngjascsscsSo  (tsi&jogy  (TOlro)jiJI<o6 
fijfflOfmliolxJocii  cDlcy<is«s)lo£85>sngono  ««nocnoornlu.  §orma<aro>  ai)|jo|jb 
(Tuffllditl  d\ojlffi>ac!5iruro(CYmlcK)  eojsn§(gra^os>&j  m;>iooa5)1teacYn!a^arao  am 
rnlffieitesf  (groooiggajaoco  ai(ylca>al<a&  ojlgjoigjonruconyTlaoa)  falsify 
cJls6mai2>crroo  orascocasiiejOgjeeGaoo®'  (sysocrueoalejo  §DGa-joOo  colooi 

arrusooilejo  aiosl^ojssaro.  rsro:a'<sejce«  ®aJ6nsai(j]ce>a§i  co]<i><B§ool 
jy  coaiAsniaaciiolaco  Qa-iGeoalcsaonpas  tsraool^rmnzioffllcii  rnissso 
itn^rm  (grodn1«aJc0sr  goggoiaro  dnqojooodJlsgg  raocaltgi&olqiiornlgj.  ■  ail 
|)0|)oro  aulgjo(b|S)aa5a  83aosssoo<flQ  miOc^rt^aila^oijonrvo  ac&o§ 
tasionagg.  a«s  crnGooerosoasmcnoo  ®i@  g©osj1  ootolca'ocxflool^ijjaal^aj 
raonaasnsarrao  see  ofuo2;ocooooetoTOo§  i&sl  a^g)oigj9iTao©;o<g>c?>  oro 
mil(o6  odItoo  ajylsTOTalffllcSecno.  acasse§.®s  cumoeoraaisbooc^daism 
<^mauooQ)20£g6ss6>a  ca,6n§ajlsl.aJo  svoai  (srsais)®  gKuceoolxyo  (macros 
tummoffii  raroaiak  cfr.06r61iys)cfcoSfnro)o  aiaolfficeasnit  (jycuoooajaroiaj 
njQjnr>).o3Q)ni)loja^gftacij)olcnnflftoaa  (g>“.  <arg)  ao'&jo&^aiaaiiroloo 
gj<8aJ|0Oo  <g)L6ia4aj(5Q3d6«mB)  ajgtesrajo,  =0  o  oi>  cy  (SroaioLOCioo  aiaffl 
msmi  ejc9tffl®ifrol<a6  a_!®o  (gja-io-ailaASo  cSasyl^roilaji  aJlcrnl§0  org;  0.61 
gj[0(i)|6)i2ictJ»a  ajaiajloo2ocs2)  (5_i®ltaai6ro6Si30o  aosssrmoab  ge<Ba_peo  ($y 
«aioalgjl(51aaaD3(TOcaias  o^cmosm0 ajocQjrm@°.  go®  col&Jcalffii  cujoj 
ffuocfflaulajo(i)|aaab61aor)  a<a>osns°  <sra§ffii®>  <&oajssegl(o6  (qjscqjosj 
oocfeBiaocH)  o_Qej^_jooyl  ffligjoolcflsioai  fscncsraOotto0  <sroaic0>oc/o0,)asnacno 
®m)oaiocrnlgj.  (^Qj(wox;,ajola_jo'i|«i2ia6olaa5o  aj^cflaOTtfnlcrDo  (SiDfisl 
«9j(fl63®ojsn§!  jailejai^callsae  ^cossuCom  arm  gjicioaiortnag 

ag.®06m°.  <m,aoaa)g>  Q^^oaJsload'^nssogjeeBalejo  a®<i>ag_j§®ro?) 

|gg.©Ga_ioaej  co^tflfflo  6i«J3  c^ajm-03»nJ^ojD<fc|a2abo0  sasnscrroee  a 
«s  (sroiSlaocioo  ajoa'acwaloSl^cno  a®cnogg.(D)06no".  r^aim. ocaoruosuoau 
aocsgggi  fflo^jasttfilaftb'O  ©<d  aSlej3fl©&  g3ciosss§.as  gaj^aicioaogg 
00  ill  (ftcsroil  fruocoo®6fio®cio®i3§.as  mjooJoro6TO snjSDldMG  aonrn)  ojoqj 
nrxaooQ)  aJjflta£l(o5i^sl  (U(Sl<flfti6m6®S(3o  oosG<ovoian§(m“  flrgjaicgjaacmo 
enoGrtnocnocm©0.  oraffiaaooqaaa  aiga  OYLGa-icaaKmofflrr  go«gJ[oOo 
aocDojaioeol«2)(i>  acfcosnaaifmlsee m>“.  rDO|(§Oo4ioojlsjo&iaDffit3aaao©o 
<2ciooc9acrY)(woaDO(o5,  go«gJ[OOo  ca^  &»fifli(8YB>lffl5  oJfflo  culgpflslolc&Oo 
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aJO)^|QIff8ffnf&>3CCy|  c3)06TO0Ojrm®0SnD°.  mO|gOciaiOOdl^'Q.:C!a)i®Bgl(i3{i  , 

agiK^cigj^igOmfoVoo  ajalc^ejlgjlaaCQJo  sa®  e^oaii  isroamas  ofi^ 
t05^(Ci5  ojn^  slajarmro  &oaffio260ol;rf>g(i>  qj]<®o  cosgigc&oQio  aA'^cjn  - 
aJc&M*  ~  <muaj«fias  A0vj®tsaiaJc5W)laD  aieitmooo)  &Jo'a£]ai2eHSoa5]OTrAp}  • 
aacrK>gs.fij>oGOo".  a®cno:?iO©c242gJ  gcaonoolaifruo  aj’gjoeioDJssiealffli) ‘ 

cuolcBojom  ail^oroijdlca^as  o-J(5lGafi)0Qjfe®)6BB0o  tas’lsro'YmooJi  m-<sboW 

QJnOSSt3Ooc0fflOCQ)ag.  ®  210313^1  ©6  Q_l®033CE'(gmYm0§O  jSCfflJOgoCOffitfKTiOgo 

culaio^oQjecasoOo  or®  c0)O:.ufflfflKS)^s2  og)ffi5a©ej[3aD  (§8?o;:olcqjo,  ©i®  G®rai 
SKOjOor^  £>J51T|'SngOd5;fll.  a«Jea2nCO]c0aCq)o  5-)_CU^rrDf!31OQ3jO(06  tmarf  (3tD 
QJj)c8bo®3  o-iejono  ffl  .®ucio(£Oao2ocQ)lrt5>l(a30fT),i))06fD0.  Gscobase^oar)  e8?o 
el  (m®soikc03§l*a&c0sioOo  aajaK&AglcSjOoiJaosco0  (srDaSW:7i032)|  ga-i*®! 
cBsirnni)".  aojffinrJjcftglcftOocDa  tfibl§laj®3crr)  fiDoma®ra  ciTlgj o gjocrucijo 
mroroylaej  a_i(SVaaioailis  ;  :.*&>*  o  o:^sra®ai®(gcnjo0o  csYDaiafflataaosni 
^)ctD«aoaj1<&i^3t6<3  cruocolcSaisrtnG^o,  (8K>ifrTlarjt9Qtaa  <fejo.v  saieial^oenncsji 
20600°  nruoaooroerocQm;  l  .  °j1§)o(§joor\j3C/0oajo  ajeioila) 

aoai)  aSl®ooO(fbeao§saisl  aj]-;ca,‘3l<t3&  ai1o±i2l^l(Dlc9Qcno  cojai.-oHcftiOcifia 
c&oaDe^bOoalgjofflwi^o  a2lffi§oaaiaj2o  ■:•  gg^J  ffi^oeil  cLjffllaolejI^ltdiornbS) 
©i®  c0?o:iJ.3)(3Ym  (jyriia2)0®2CY2cft)®20  qjIcdo  .ajloja>Oc9S)Oai)  (SVDOJcSQ  nnocul 
c9snT)©oo6no“.  ' 

go®  ai'sfi  Qj6«5ir®lc0Q  .fljlejoj  msc^aimcnJoOo  go®  ©o^igrgi 
a_)3i©K»i(|)a£',<fla  aoo^co^a  ggs.  raw  x>.  oru£sei65egl«3&  ©i®  ^a£l  cos©®  am 
raTicro  (§2?:  ass.oruccffiofv)  (m^oooaJrm©>06nou.  ©<®  ojcjldilejo  aor.sss 

;Ooc86>"  ©VSlSOCQjffiValCYO  ffl(TU<!3c6}giQg£®0O3lce; 06000 o, 

.'  ciojjgjo  cnog(§oaiiaQjl|j oeix  (sgsalejo  oJorelxyi^saeOo  aoslatsaosnal 1 
<Sl(fiaom@.sajoaai  .ructofeOo  ecuejaxu<^ac03osn@lro!c0sfm  c&Oj^  xu'aitS^ 
ODl®cnj2orj3n«6jooai2lecG'<eaoa4m>mjo«iou.  (sroamroog0  a^aolces  a®  rroao 
oooooaosoou  a-ioojooo^a  (Sx  ■  ©yoctoo  v,  gg  cna^as.  (^jQJoruor.njjigjoi' 
aZsabolaabo  '©aanei^Baotoi  oc2?,as  ©ojgiCTasngOcfocrr)  ©roecr-a)©® 
.-©ralaigg.  (mocnjoC^(®n\ocpcp60Baa'  av oC^) garrco woosssao c8^rafl<fifoooas& 
■ojIsjo^o .rt  040  a.i!oic©i]£>ciDOJo  aco65EOoc3a  a»i|c&<X!/o  ®r&tt»laa6o  clQ&i20 
<ifi  Qroo.v.i  asnsocosicro  aiaowao  vv  m  ococosssglc^  sroaicojas  ©t®qjo|; 
c3)3Ca .  CTJld36i]isjag.oja  'c  Ql'ksoessisgiga'as)'  aiogaa^ascroraLcroc 
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cu^l  0D(2Sj6)S  cnrooeomicrualttsil  ajmSlcflacrnrislciDo  gosojcmat)  <a>o 
ej(ow)°  oj]ejo&JCQ''Sssglcai  a® raio©e.i@a'n(w) cro  ojro'oolejlojlaaar)  ssj/isjI 
cnlo,®©!  (OTTOlenotsaoOo  i^§rmca&  $a_}«'s:o§80D;a>®Ckjo  siaac  c  c&fflaj 
MOO)  6»6Jca>6)KmnDsyl(t56  a^0ayloj«33CYY^jc9a3o  (mtJSoJoOo  (grartnlaco  nruJIcft. 
ffl]^5)caoga.Oo)0ciTs.gg.ro)O60o°.  §d®  c&rjcQsrossBsjo.so  aoooaiaioffll 

cq)«8S)S  (aj<s«ziQQ)ace«n'  sKnor\!> .  <xoo^aocs£l 

MU.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Tricandriiv) :  The  difficulties  brought  for¬ 
ward  by  Mr-  Hodgson  are  purely  theoretical,  very  imaginary  and  highly 
magnified.  To  take  but  one  instance,  to  construe  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Madhava  Yariar,  as  one  intended  for  converting  a  school  of  boys  and 
girls  into  spinners  and  spinsters,'  shows  the  nature  of  the  .sympathy  he 
has  for  the  subject  as  a  whole.  That  manual  training  with  spinning 
also  would  stand  in  the  .way  of  imparting  instruction  in  the  three  it’s 
is  a  proposition  which,  I  must  submit,  is  difficult  for  me.  to  understand, 
Not  a  single  'objection,'  of.  a  weighty  nature  has  been  brought  forward, 
whereas  the  arguments  brought  forward  by  the  mover  arid  others  have 
not  been  refuted.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  resolution. 

Rev.  Fr.  KURIAKOBE  VETTIEKAPALLJ  (Tod-iwusha.  cum 
Kunnatiuid)  :  Sir,'  after  listening' to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Hodgson:  and 
the  clear  definition' he  has  given  of  manual  training,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  support  the  motion  and  say  that  spinning  should  be  introduced  into 
our  vernacular  schools  is  . a  branch  or  as  a  species  of  manual  training. 
However,  I  sin  for  the  motion  in  as  much,  as  ip  will  certainly  gba  good 
distance  to  solve  the  great  problem  that  seriously  fftcesiis  ct-nd  of  which  ’ 
we  have  heard  so  much  of  talk  during  the  last  budget  disomsi<>n---T 
mean,  the  problem  of'  finding  some  .'-work  for  these  boys  who come :  out . 
after  vernacular  education  from  our  schools.  It  is'a  serious  problem/ 
arid  different  solutions  had  been  suggested  during  the  last  discussion.  I 
think  it  will  he  a  Very  good  solution  if  these  boys,  whether  as  a  species 
of' manual  training  or  something  else,  could  be  trained  to  do  some  use¬ 
ful  work  such  as  spinning  in  the  School ;  and  after  they'  are  trained  ..'toy 
that,  when  they  come  Out,  -  first  of  all,  they  will  not  consider  it  below 
their  dignity  tb  do  some  useful  manual  work  in  their  after-life-.  So,  ,  as.: 
a  solution  to  siich  a  serious  problem,  f  would  suggest  that,  the  Director  \ 

.  of  Public  Instruction'  may-  find  his  way  to  '  see  that,  if  not.  as  a  species- 'off . 
manual  training,  under  some  other  heading/:  some  time  imthe  career  (if  - 
these  children  is  spent  on  (A arka  or  some  similar  useful  inariliaf ^wdra.:- . 
Bo,  although  not  as  a  species  of- -manual  -  training,  as  ay  solution  ># -this- 
problem.  I  would  support  the  motion,  in  favorti'  of  the  teaching  of 
spinning.'  w  y:v’y  ■  y' /■ y  y 'Uyy /yy; 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA PILLAI  (AW«a  c-O  Suy  while;!  re¬ 
gard  Mr.  Hodgson’s  objection  to  th e  introduction  of  spinning  m  .schools 
as  a  species  of  manual  training  as  technically’  correct,  while  I  regard 
•spinning  as  not strictly -pertaining  to  thbyscbpe;  of .  gehefaf  %tucation;  I 
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yet  think  that  spinning,  being,  unlike  other  industries,  an  industry  0f 
the  greatest  and  widest  economic  importance  to  the  people  at  large,  it 
will  not  be  out  of  place  to  give  an  elementary  training  in  the  industry 
in  schools.  I  do  not  see  what  valid  objection  there  can  be  to  give  this 
initial  instruction  as  part  of  the  manual  training  now  taught  to  school- 
children.  It  need  not  occupy  much  of  the  student’s  time.  Half  an  ■ 
hour  a  day  would  be  ample  for  instruction  in  ithis  branch,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  this  will  materially  interfere  with  the  other  branches  of 
manual  training.  I  have  no1  fear  that  the  schools  would  thereby  lie 
converted  into  manufactories.  As  to  whether  training  in  spinning 
should  be  made  compulsory,  I  do  not  think  that  this  need  he  done,  It 
may  be  left  entirely  to  the  option  of  the  students-  The  training  need 
be  introduced  only  on  a  small  scale  at  the  outset  and  in  accordance 
with  the  country’s  present  resources  as  regards  the  production  of 
cotton.  The  value  of  such  training  in  developing  a  spirit  of  self-help 
and  in  the  solution  of  the  important  problem  of  unemployment  would 
be  simply  incalculable.  I  therefore  support  Mr,  Madhava  Variar’s  re¬ 
solution. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirumlla ) :  Sir,  when  I  read 
this  resolution,  my  impression  was  that  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction 
would  be  the  very  first  person  to  come  forward  with  open  arms  to  wel¬ 
come  it.  He  is,  of  all  persons,  one  who  is  expected  to  have  the  greatest 
concern  for  the  crying  problem  of  unemployment  amongst  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  school-boys— I  mean  the  School  Leaving  Certificate  holders— he 
is  turning  out  year  after  year  from  the  schools  which  are  under  his  con¬ 
trol.  But,  unfortunately,  against  all  my  expectations,  he  has  put  up  an 
opposition  to  the  resolution.  I  consider  that  it  is  not  because  he  has  no 
sympathy  for  the  unemployed  amongst  the  hoys  turned  out  from  his 
schools  hut  probably  because  he  has  been  misled  by  the  wording  of  the 
resolution  which  confines  itself  to  limiting  the  scope  of  the  study  to 
manual  training  in  schools.  Nevertheless,  if  the  study  is  capable  of 
having  other  beneficial  effects,  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  could 
very  well  have  supported  it  on  those  grounds.  Even  on  the  ground  that 
it  may  be  taken  as  a  part  of  manual  training  in  schools,  I  think  the 
proposition  is  capable  of  being  supported.  Mr.  Hodgson  says  that  it  is  not 
capable  of  progressive  development  as  regards  the  habits  of  accuracy  and 
precision  and  some  other  habits  which  he  mentioned  and  which  I  forget, 
because  it  is  purely  a  mechanical  process  and  because  it  begins  and  ends 
with  the  mere  fuming  of  the  charlta  with  the  hand.  If  he  thinks  so,  it  is 
due  entirely,  I  think,  to  an  ignorance  of  the  process  of  spinning,  because 
although  hand-spinning  has  been  taken  up  by  grown-up  people  for  the 
last  three  years  in  India  it  is  well-known  that  they  have  not  been  able  to 
produce  finer  counts,  such  as  may  be  useful  for  producing  good  cloth. 
If  we  only  look  at  the  khadi  that  has  been  produced  even  to-day  after 
three  or  four  years’  drill,  you  will  find  that  they  have  been  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  only  the  coarsest  yarn  that  is  possible.'  Therefore  when  the 
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Director  of  Public  Instruction  says  that  it  is  a  purely  mechanical  process, 
and  that  it  does  not  require  deftness  of  hand  or  the  application  of  mind, . 

I  should  think  he  is  sorely  mistaken.  It  trains  the  hand ;  it  trains  the 
mind ;  and  it  is  also  capable  of  developing  the  habits  of  precision 
and  accuracy  and  other  fine  qualities,  the  development  of  which  is  aimed 
at  in  schools. 

Mr.  Hodgson  also  told  us  that  another  quality  or  condition  which 
is  requisite  for  a  proper  manual  training  is  variety.  As  has  been  point¬ 
ed  out  by  one  of  the  speakers,  even  assuming  for  the  sake  of  argument 
that  in  spinning  there  is  no  variety — which  is  not  admitted — it  may  be 
one  of  the  links  or  it  may  form  one  of  the  various  processes  of  manual 
training  in  schools,  just  as  making  a  cube  or  some  little  drawing 
by  the  crayon,  may  form  one  of  the  various  species  or  forms  of  manual 
training.  Further,  it  is  not  correct  to  say  that  there  is  no  variety  ,  in 
spinning  itself,  because,  as  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  has  suggested,  there  are 
ginning,  carding,  spinning,  and  also  attempting  to  make  finer  counts  of 
yarn.  Thus,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  variety  in  spinning  if  we  only-look 
at  it  from  a  proper  standpoint.  So,  as  I  said  before,  it  is  not  correct  to 
say  that  there  is  no  variety  in  spinning.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore, 
that  there  is  absolutely  no  reason  why  it  should  not  form  part  of  manual 
training  in  schools. 

Mr.  Hodgson  also  told  us  that  it  would  affect  the  education  of  boys 
in  schools  and  that  the  curriculum  would  be  overcrowded.  So  far  as  I 
can  see,  the  curriculum  is  already  overcrowded  and  it  requires  relief. 
There  are  portions  of  the  curricula  which  can  very  advantageously  be  eut 
off  and  spinning  may  be  introduced  in  the  place  of  such  of  the  subjects' 
as  are  cut  .off.  -  (Hear,  hear.)  After  all  .  spinning  does  not  require  the  ■ 
attendance  of  boys  for  any  considerable  length  of  time  every  day.  Two 
or  three  periods,  or  even  a  period  or  two  a  week,  will  be  quite  .  sufficient 
for  a  boy  in  the  primary  school  to  pick  it  up.  The  ref  of  e,  to  say  that 
it  will  affect  the  education  of  a  boy  is,  I  submit,  absolutely  unfounded. 

Further,  it  appears  to  me  that  spinning  itself  can  form  part  of  the 
education  in  schools,  because  education  in  schools  need  not  necessarily 
be,  and  in  my  opinion  ought  not  to  be,  purely  literary'  in  character.;: 

■  The  purely  literary  type  of  education  hasbeen  condemned  by  all  educa- ' 
tional  authorities  in  India.  Therefore,  it  is  advantageous  to  give  a ; 
certain  amount  of  vocational  or  industrial  bias  to  education  even- in  the 
earlier  stages  of  school  education.  In  addition,  spinning  appears  to  - 
me  to  be  useful  in  giving  that  kind  of  vocational  bias  in  schools.  Several; 
boys  may  take  it  as  a  kind  of  vocation  in  their  life.  Especially  in  regard 
to  those  from  the  lower  and  the  depressed  classes,  it  may  add  to  the 
normal  income  of  those  boys.  Mr.  Hodgson  spoke  of  a  real  object  in 
manual  training  and  he  also  spoke  of  a  secondary  object  which  is  more 
or  less  a  bye-produet. 

.This  is  also  capable 'of  producing  a  bye-product,  m'«.,  that  of  enabling ... 
the  boys  to  earn  a  few  chackrams  every  day  by  taking  to  it  as  a  profes¬ 
sion  or  avocation  in  life.  Therefore,  it  appears  to  me  . that  there  is  abso¬ 
lutely  no  reason  why  the  suggestion  should  not  be  given  a  trial  in  the. 
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schools  and,  if  found  successful,  why  the  scheme  should  not  be  extended 
as  widely  as  possible  to  all  the  other  institutions — not  only  in  vernacular 
schools  as  suggested  by  Mr.  .Madhaya  Variar  but  also  in  English  schools. 
With  these  few  words,  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the 
resolution. 

.Mb.  JOSEPH  PAN JIK ARAN  {khartailui)  :  1  also  support  the 
resolution  that  has  been  moved  by  my  friend  Mr.  Madhava  Variar.  I 
was  always  of  opinion  that  anything  that  would  be  in  the  line  of  direct¬ 
ing  the  improvement  of  the  industries  of  the  country  should  be  welcomed. 
This  is  a  thing  whose  importance  cannnot  be  overestimated.  As  soon 
as  the  great  war  broke  out,  we  all  know  from  experience — 

•  Mb.  L.  C.  HODGSON  ■  (Director  of  Public  Instruction) :  I  can¬ 
not  hear  what  the  member  is  saying. 

PRESIDENT :  Please  speak  louder,  Mr.  Panjikarau 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( SherialJai ) :  As  soon  as  the  great 
war  broke  out,  we  know  how' -the  price  of  linen  went  up,  how  many 
poor  people  were  literally  deprived  of  the  means  of  covering  their 
nakedness  and  to  what  extent  the  misery  of  the  people  of  the  country 
increased  on  account  of  the  Manchester  mills  not  .coming  to  our 
aid. .  So,  I  think  it  is  a  very  great  necessity  to  see  that  something  is 
done  in  those  directions  whereby,  to  a  certain  extent,  at  least  in  cases  of 
urgent  necessity, .we  shall  stand  upon  our  own  legs  instead  of  standing 
On  the  legs  of  others.  Now,  the  resolution  :is  that  “this  Council  recom¬ 
mends  to.  the  Govermuent  that  spinning,  be  gradually  introduced  in  the 
vernacular  schools,  as  a  species  of  manual  training.”  The  important 
objection  that. was  raised  to  the  acceptance  of  the  resolution  has  come 
from  Mr.  Hodgson.  .  -  In  ihy  opinion,  he.  does  not  attack  the  resolution 
itself,  .-but  only  the.  surplusage  or  appendage  or  something  that  quali- 
;  :fies-:.the-re^lti^6u,''W^.,';<‘;M;.a  ’species  .of  manual  training.”  So  I  think 
that  even  Mr.  Hodgson  himself  is  at  one  with  us  so  far  eis  the  import¬ 
ant  portion  of  the  resolution  is  concerned,  which  is  the  gradual  intro- 
dnetibn  of  spinning  into  vernacular  schools.:  Whether  it  should  be  as  . 
a  species  of  manual  .  training:  or  in  some  other  way,  -is  not.  the  important 
.  matter -before  the  House.  , But  it  is  the  introduction  of  spinning  in  the 
vernaenrat:  schools  that  is  tire  most  important,  thing  in  the  resolution., 

'’  Whether  it  is  viewed  as  a  piece  of  gymnastics  or  as  a  species  of  manual 
training  is  of  comparatively  little  consequence.  .  . 

■  V  y  Sofar  as  the  introduction; of  spinning  itself  is  concerned,  Mr.  Hodgson 
has  not  put  in  a-  word  against .  it.  He  was  practically  conceding  it. 
i  But  for  .the  surplusage,  I  think,  Mr. .  Hodgson  ,-  Avould .  have  supported 
the  resolution.  He  has  not  supported  it  simply  because  it  is  not  a 
species  of  manual  training.  Let  us  drop  those  words  altogether 
from  that .  resolution.  ,  Then  I  ’think  we  will  have  the’ whole-hearted., 
support  of  the  official  side  headed  by  Mr.  Hodgson '  in  this. 
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Even  on  the  question  as  to  whether  it  is  a  species  of  manual 
training,  I  have  my  grave  doubts  whether  I  should,  accept  Mr. 
Hodgson’s  pronouncement  on  this  point  that  it:  cannot  in  any  way  be 
considered  as  a  species  of  manual  training.  I  beg  to  differ  from 
Mr.  Hodgson  and  Mr.  Green — for  both  of  whom  I  have  got  great 
respect — when  they  say  that  this  cannot  under  any  circumstances  be 
considered  as  a  species  of  manual  training.  I  think  that  every  system 
of  manual  training  requires  some  intelligence,  some  application,  and 
some  attention.  So  I  do  not  think  that  the  proposition  of  Mr,  Hodgson 
that  it  cannot  be  considered  as  an  elementary  species  of  manual 
training  is  correct.  I  think  that  I  cannot  accept  it.  . 

The  other  objection  that  has  been  raised  to  the  resolution  is  that  it 
would  be  taking  away  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  the  student. 

I  think  the  objection  that  was  raised  was  without  understanding'  the 
spirit  of  the'  resolution.  First  of  all,  we  do  not  want  to  introduce  spin¬ 
ning'.  as  a  sort  of  subject  that  should  occupy  a  major  portion  of  the  time 
of  the  student.  After  all,  it  would  engage  the  student  only  for  half  an 
hour  or  an  hour  a  week  at  the  most.  Moreover,  the  resolution  has  been 
cautiously  worded.  Having  regard  to  the  importance  it  deserves,  I 
think  that  kind. of  objection  should  not  have  been  put  forward. 

.  Then  there  has  been  some  talk  of  politics  and  spinning  wheels.  I 
do  hot  understand  why  politics  should  he  dragged  into  this  discussion. 
If  some  people  object  to  our  looking  into  our  own  comforts,  our  en¬ 
deavouring  to  lift  Ourselves,  we  are  not  concerned  with  it.  We  cannot 
help  it..  Purely  from  the  industrial  point-  of  view,  lye  - are.  supporting 
the  introduction  of  the  spinning  wheel,  and  therefore  I  support  the-  rer 
solution.  i  ' .  '  ' 

Me.  0.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottarabam  cum  Kun- 
naliir) :  I  also  give  my  full  support  to  the  resolution  .  Mr.  Hodgson  , 
said  that  spinning  cannot  be  treated  as  a  species  of  manual  training.  I 
know,  Sir,  rattaning  was  introduced  in  many  of  the  schools  in  the  State, 

I  do  not  know  whether  that  was  introduced  as  a  species  of  manual  train-., 
■mg'  or  independently'  of  that.  Anyhow  that  has  been  introduced,  into 
schools,  I  cannot  see  any  difference  between  the  art  of  spinning 
and  the.  art  of  rattaning.  By  the  introduction  of  rattaning  into  many 
of  the  schools  of  the  State,  we  make  the  boys  turn  out  some 
articles  of  furniture  by  rattaning,  and  by  the-  introduction',  of  the  spin¬ 
ning  wheel  we  will  enable  them  to  sell  cloths,  etc.,  and  earn  some 
money  which,  I  believe,  goes  to  the  boys  themselves.  By  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  spinning,  wheel  We  ask  them  to  make  threads  which  can  also 
be  sold  and  they _may  get  some  income  in  that  direction  also  which:  will 
go  to  the  benefit’  of  the  boys.  If  rattaning  can  be  introduced  either  as 
a  species  of  manual  training  or  independently-^-  - ': , ;  W;-:;- 

Mb.  B.  C.  HODGSON  ( Director  -of- -PM4e:  Instruction)  t  May  I 
correct  Mr.  Koch ukunjii  Pil-lai  ?  I  believe  there  are  no  schools  in  the.. 
Education  Department  in  which'  rattaning  is  taught.  A  few  years  '  ago 


566 


TBAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL 


[17tm  January  1924. 


[Mr.  N,  Eamakrishna  Pillai.] 

rattening  and  weaving  classes  were  attached  to  some  of  our  Vernacular 
Middle  Schools.  Since  then,  all  these  schools  have  been  abolished  or 
have  been  handed  over  as  industrial  schools  to  the  Director  of  Indus- 
'  tries. 

Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Eottamkanu  cum  Run. 
nattur)  :  Anyhow  that  was  introduced  in  schools  without  any 
objection.  So  we  can  also  make  an  attempt  to  introduce  this  and  see 
whether  it  would  thrive  or  not.  The  industry  can  be  taught  in 
schools.  Anyhow  I  find  that  the  resolution  is  an  innocent  one.  If 
Mr,  Hodgson  would  accept  the  resolution  for  the  present  and  make  a 
trial  in  schools  and  if,  in  the  course  of  such  trial,  he  finds  that  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  spinning  affects  the  students  in  the  matter  of  general 
study  or  in  other  ways,  it  is  for  him  to  move  for  the  abolition  of  the 
same.  As  such,  I  support  the  resolution. 

:  Me.  K.  DOMINIC  TOMMAN  ( Peenmde  cum  Deuioolum) :  Sir, 
I  also  support  the  resolution.  There  is  now  a  false  idea  in  the  minds 
of  our  boys  who  come  out  of  Vernacular  schools  with  a  School  Leav¬ 
ing  Certificate  that  it  is  disgraceful  for  them. to  do  any  useful  manual 
work.  They  think  that  the  only  honorable  work  that  they  can  do  is  as 
Sirkar  servants.  They  do  not  care  whether  they  are  entertained  in  the 
Sirkar  service  as  peons  or  as  other  menial  servants.  I  believe,  by 
giving  them  a  training  in  spinning  in  schools,  this  false  idea  will  be  dis¬ 
pelled  from  their  minds.  It  is  in  this  aspect  of  the  question  that  I  sup¬ 
port  the  motion. 

Me.  N-  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur)  : 
Sir,  I  beg  to  support  the  motion  brought  by  Mr.  Madhava  Variar.  It  is 
surprising  to  see  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  coming  forward  and 
objecting  to  the  introduction  of  the  spinning  wheel  as  a  sort  of  manual 
:  training  in. vernacular  schools  so  modestly,  advocated  by  Mr.  Madhava 
..  Variar.  .The  question  of  vocational  training  was  the  subject  of  discus¬ 
sion  during  the  last  budget  session  and  many  non-officials  then  urged  the 
'necessity  for  vocational  training  in  one  forin  or  another.  It  is  surpris¬ 
ing  to  see  that  objection  is  still  ■  raised  by  the  Director  of  Public 
Instruction  to  the  introduction  of  a  useful  system  of  manual  training. 
A  Mb.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Pztklic  Instruction) :  Sir,  I 
cannot  hear  him.  .  ;  . 

PRESIDENT  Please  speak  louder  so  that  you  may  be  heard. 

Me.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettmnmuf)', 
I  say  that,  during  the.  last  budget  session,  many  of  the  nqn-offidials  raised 
the  question  -that  vocational  training  was  not  sufficiently  encouraged 'in 
public  schools.  It  is  surprising  to  see  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction 
'  again  objecting  to  the  proposal  to  introduce  a  useful  subject  of  instruc- 
tkm  in  public ,  schools.  :  I  find  that  the  introduction  of  the  spinning 
i;  wheel  is  an  accomplished  fact  m  the  neighbouring  State  of  Cochin  and 
Ho  objection  whatever  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of  the  spinning 
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wheel  in  schools  seems  to  have  been  raised  there.  I  do  -  not  think  it 
necessary  to  pursue  the  discussion  any  further.  I  give  iny  hearty  sup¬ 
port  to  the  resolution. 

Mb.  PAUL  Y.  DANIEL  .•  (Ag<tsHsi>araiii) :  I  too  support  the 
motion.  But,  in  doing  so,  I  think  that  the  spinning  wheel  should  be 
made  only  optional — 

SIR.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI {Avibalainizha):  Louder,  please. 

Mr.  PAUL  Y.  DANIEL  (Agastuvara-n)  :  — -and  not  compul¬ 
sory.  Once  upon  a  time,  spinning  wheels  existed  in  .all  the  houses 
in  Travancore,  but  of  late  they  all  ceased  to  exist.  Now  they  are  again 
coming  into,  existence,  Probably  they  ceased  to  exist  because,  it  was 
found  that  the  industry  was  not  a  paying  concern.  But  the  fact  that 
they  have  again  come 'into  existence  slowly  goes  to  show  that  in  course 
of  time.they  may  become  a  paying  concern.  So  I  do  not  think  that 
there  is  any  objection  in  introducing  it  in  schools  as  a  . subject  of  manual 
*  training  and  under  the  condition  that  the  training  will  only  be  optional. 

Ma.  M.  B.  MADHAYA  YABIAB  ( Chengamur  cum  Tattanam- 
titta ) :  Sir,  I  find  that  there  is  almost  a  feeling  of  unanimity  with  regard 
to  the  introduction  of  spinning  in  vernacular  schools.  But  the  only  serious 
objection  to.my  resolution  is  an  objection  which  is  purely  technical .  That 
objection  is  that  spinning  is  not  a  species  of  manual  training.  I  admit 
that  Mr.  Hodgson  is  the  greatest  authority  in  manual  training  in  this 
House.  (Hear,  hear.)  And  the  advantages  that  will  result  from  the 
introduction  of  manuaPtiaining  were  clearly  explained  to  this  House  and 
from  his  description  of  manual  training  I  was  able  to  understand  that 
the  introduction  of  spinning  wheels  also  would  serve  the  same  purpose. 
But'  Mr.  Hodgson  himself  admits  that  he  is  not  an  expert  '  in 
spinning,  nor  does  he  know  much  of  the  spinning  wheel.  By  his  de- 
ScriDtion  of  spinning  as  a  mechanical  turning  of  the  wheels,  We  can 
more  or  less  understand  that  he  has  not  studied  the  question  carefully  and 
properly.  So  the  principles  with  regard  to  manual  training  cannot  be 
properly  applied  by  Mr.  Hodgson.  Whether  spinning  is  a  species  of  manual 
training  or  not  was  clearly  explained  by  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 
I  think  the  spinning  wheel  encourages  accuracy,  precision  and 
nimbleness  of  the  hand,  and  it  also  gives  variety.  I  purposely  used 
the  words  “species  of  manual  training”  in  order  to  avoid  that  misappre¬ 
hension.  Mr.  Hodgson  himself  said  that  .the. effect  of :  my  endeavour 
might  be  to,  retard  general -education  in  primary  schools,  -  Ip  order 
to  avoid  that,  opinion; also,.  I  purposely  used  the  words  “species,  of  .manual 
training”  so  that  it  may  not  be  understood  that  I;  ani  interfering,  with 
general  education  in  our  public  schools.  I  think  .another  controversy 
was  raked  ;up  (String  the  discussion,  viz., .  whether  voc.atiohaj  education 
can  be  combined  with  general  education.  I  refuse  to  be  drawn,  into  that 
controversy  in  connection  with  this  proposition.  !:Then  the  various,  aspects 
of  the  proposition  were  discussed,  and  iff  the  wording. of  the  resolution  I 
was  not  able  to  bring  all  these  aspects.  I  entirely  .agree,  with  inany  of 
the  suggestions  put  forward  by  the  members  oh  this  side  of  the'  House, 
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Then  some  members  referred  to  politics.  I  may  say  that,  when  I 
introduced  this  proposition,  I  did  not  have  that  in  mind.  It  is  entirely 
a  domestic  question,  and  if  it  is  connected  with  some  revolutionary 
movement  outside,  that  should  not  prejudice  us.  I  know  that  the 
Bhagavad.  Gita  was.  proscribed  as  seditious  during  the  time  of  the  parti¬ 
tion  of  Bengal.  But  that  book  is  considered  to  be  a  sacred  book  by 
Hindus.  If  charlm  is  considered  to  be  seditious  outside  Travancore, 
how  does  it  affect  our  domestic  policy?  With  these  words,  I  press 
this  motion. 

Mb.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction) :  Much  has 
been  said  by  many  speakers  on  this  subject  and  we  have  gone  into 
several  well-known  questions  and  problems  in  connection  with  it.  Bov 
example,  there  is  a  question  into  which  Mr.  Madhava  Variar  refused  to 
enter,  viz.,  the  question  as  to  whether  we  can  combine  vocational  and. 
general  education.  Other  members  spoke  on  the  subject  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  it  was  possible.  Bor  my  own  part,  I  must  say,  with 
what  experience  I  have  in  the  matter,  that  it  is  not  possible  satisfactorily 
to  combine  vocational  and  general  education. 

Mn.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLA1  (Ambalapuzha)  :  May  I  draw 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Hodgson  to  my  presence  here?  Some  time  ago  it 
would  appear  that  Mr.  Hodgson  seems  to  have  been  prevented  from 
giving  expression  to  something  important  on  account  of  my  absence. 

Mb.  L.  G.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction ) :  T  said  so, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  made  any  great  difference.  I  was  sorry  he  was 
not  here.  It. is.  always  a  pleasure  to  see  him. 

With ’regard  to  that  question,  Sir,  from  what  I  have  studied  on  the 
subject,  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  satisfactorily 
■combine  earning  with  learning.  _  I  can  refer  to  a  very  high  authority 
indeed  . in.  regard  to  the  matter,  'vie.,  the  ■  Imperial  Conference  held  in 
London  a  year  or  two  ago,  in  the  report  of  which  it  is  very  clearly  and 
definitely,  laid  down  that  the  conference  was  of  opinion  that  the  atteiupt 
.  to  combine  vocational  education  .  with  general  education  was  .  . not 
satisfactory. 

Another  matter  that  has  been :  mentioned  is  that  the  education 
at  present  in  our  schools  is  too  literary.  Sir,  it  is  in  order  to  avoid  this  ; 
that  we  have  introduced  manual  training  into  these  schools.  I  am  sure 
Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  will  not  describe  manual  .training  as  a  literary 
subject.  As  I  have,  said  elsewhere,  this  remark  against  the  literary 
nature  of  bur-  education  is  not  very  much  to  be  relied  upon.  We  '  teach 
Mathematics,  Physics/  Chemistry,  Botany,,  and  Xaturd*Study.  These 
are  not  literary  subjects.  But  let  that  pass.  ••  ' 

-  -Mb.  A.  HOOGrBWEEP  :  (Nominated) :  I  wish  to  know  whether 
sewing  and  dress-making  are  not  taught  in  girls’  schools. 

..•-Mb.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction)  >  Yes, 
certainly- 
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Another  point  raised  by  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  was  that  of  the 
unemployment  of  those  people  who  pass  through  our  schools-  and  find 
it  difficult  to  obtain  any  occupation.  That,  of  course,  is  a  very  difficult 
problem.  But,  at  the  same  time,  so  long  as  that  is  in  demand,  we  ought 
to  give  education  in  our  schools  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 

Mr.  Govinda  Menon  spoke  of  agriculture  being  a  subject  that  is 
combined  with  school  teaching.  I  acknowledge  that  it  is  taught  m  the 
vernacular  middle  schools,  but  I  have  myself  frequently  advocated  the 
removal  of  that  subject  from  the  curriculum,  and  the  Director  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  who  is  not  here  today,  has  told  me  that  he  has  examined  the 
subject  and  found  that  it  is  most  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai,  in  referring  to  subjects  like  rattaning 
pointed  out  that  that  was  one  of  the  subjects  taught  in  schools.  It  was 
one  of  those  experiments  which  did  not  succeed.  A  few  years  ago  we 
attached  classes  for  rattaning,  weaving,  coir-making  and  sugar-making 
with  the  object  of  combining  vocational  education  with  general 
education,  but  wc  found  that  it  was  not  successful. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Ncdumangad) : 
May  I  know  the  data  upon  which  Mr.  Hodgson  bases  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  vocational  education  cannot  be  successfully  combined  with 
elementary  education  ?  . 

Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction):  It  is 
based  on  the  report  of  the  chief' examiner,  Mr.  Arunachalam  Aiyar  of 
the  Public  Works  Department.  It  was  found  that  sufficient  time  could 
not  be  given  to  these  subjects.:  Either  the  industrial  subject  or  general 
education  was  neglected. 

I  said  this  morning  that  I  was  of  opinion  that  spinning  does  not 
supply  proper  facilities  like  manual  training.  I  do  not  profess  to  be 
an  expert  in  this  matter.  I  have  seen  the  cliarka.  I  have  seen  spin- 
sing,  and  certainly  to  me  it  seems  to  be  a  matter  of  considerable 
simplicity  and  not  one  demanding  very  much  concentration  or  very 
much  skill.  It  does  not  require  one  possessing  very  much  education. 
But  if  spinning  is  found  to  admit  of  sufficient  variety  and  progressive 
development — advantages  which  are  absolutely  essential  to  form  a 
branch  of  manual  training— I  would  not  have  objected  to  it  at  all.  I 
would  go  so  far  as  to  have  the  matter  investigated  by  an  expert  who  may 
be  asked  to  advise  us  whether  it  can  be  incorporated  along  with  the 
course  in  manual  training  that  we  have  in  our  schools. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedttmangud ) : 
Does  Mr.  Green  know  spinning? 

MR..  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction)  :  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  knows  it.  But  I  think  it  might  be  possible  that  ho 
might  learn  it.  Mr.  Green  is  not  the  only  manual  training  expert  in 
Travancore.  There  is  also  Mr.  Kukilaya,  his- chief  assistant,  who,  I. 
should  think,  probably  knows  spinning. 

Mr.  T.  K.  .VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad): 
Who  is  the  senior  expert  in  that  branch  of  the  department,  Mr.  Green 
or  Mr.  Kukilaya  ? 
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Mr.  L.  C.  HODGSON  ( Director  of  Public  Instruction)  :  Mr.  Green 
is  the  chief  expert ;  but  as  regards  this  peculiarly  Indian  machin'e — -if 
I  may  so  call  it — Mr.  Kukilaya  would  bo  bettor  able  to  know. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivamlnm  cum  Nedumangad ) : 
Will  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  bo  pleased  to  direct  Mr.  Green 
to  see  if  spinning  could  bo  introduced  in  our  schools ? 

MR.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction) :  If,  on 
the  opinion  of  an  expert — which  I  do  not  claim  to  be  in  this  matter-  - 
spinning  could  be  regarded  as  suitable  to  form  a  part  ol  manual  training, 
and  if  it  makes  for  what  I  consider  essential  and  necessary-— variety 
and  progressive  advancement,  thon.T  would  withdraw  my  objection.  I 
would  suggest  as  a  solution  to  the  question  that  the  matter  might  be 
referred  to  an  expert.  Meanwhile,  the  question  may  be  dropped. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum,  cum  NnduuMiujad)  ■. 
Will  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  be  'pleased  to  say  whether  he 
would  ask  Mr.  Green  to  investigate  the  subject  and  give  Government 
the  benefit  of  his  opinion '? 

PRESIDENT':  Mr,  Green  is  the  chief  expert  in  Travancoro.  He 
will  be  asked  to  investigate  and  report,  I  presume. 

Mb.  L.G.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction)  :  Mr.  Green 
, is  the  chief  manual  training*  expert  and  if  he  makes  an  investigation,  in 
the  matter  and  recommends  it,  I  think  there  can  be  no  objection  in  in¬ 
troducing  it  as  one  of  the  branches  of  manual  training.  Mr.  Green  is " 

•  in  favour  of  introducing  local  industries,  as  far  as  they  will  work  with 
manual  training.  He  says  :. 

'  •  “In  a  potterj- (lisnlct,  clfty-modulling  luiglit  lio  ewplmsiseO. 

In  a  weaving  district,  extra- weaving ’in  paper,  pahuyrali,  plantain,  aloe  fibre,  , 
etc.,  may  be  given  in  a  variety,  of  iniprovod  designs. 

Bamboo/ wicker  work  amUb&sketry may  bo  practised  to  a  greater  o stout  in  locali- 
tica  where  these  particular  industries' exist. 

Similarly,  greater  stress  may  be  given .  to  any  of  the  educational  occupations  that 
, 'correspond, .to  any  extent,  to  the  industries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  school.” 

.  Mr.  Green  might  bo  able  to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  whether 
'.-spinning'  can  be  introduced  as,  a  species  of  manual  training.  But  I  would : 
not  like  to  have  this  motion  passed  until  we  have  got  expert  opinion  as 
to  whether  that  is  possible  or  not, .  For:  my  ■  own  part,  I  have  my  •. 
gravest  doubts,  as  I  said  in  the  morning,  whether  it  can  form-  a  species 
of  what  I  consider  to  be  manual  training,:  :  I  therefore  oppose,  the  re¬ 
solution. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAB  (Ghangannur  cum  Pattcmam-  . 
titta) :  I  press  the  motion.  .  .  V 

;  The  resolution  was  then  put  to  the  vote  and  carried,-  28  voting /or 
and  15 :  against. 
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Paddy  Cultivation. 

MB.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( KotUiralmm  euui 

Kunnattw)  :  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the  following  resolution  : 

“This  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  that  a  committee  he 
appointed  to  consider  the  question  of  paddy  cultivation  in  the  State,  to 
investigate  the  causes  of  failure  of  crops  and  to  suggest  methods  by  which 
both  intensive  and  extensive  cultivation  may  be  improved.” 

Paddy  is  the  staple  article  of  food  in  this  country.  Its  output  is 
found  insufficient  to  meet  in  full  the  demand  of  the  population.  We 
produce  Rs.  7,15,49,000  worth  of  paddy  which  can  support  only  40  per 
cent,  of  the  population.  The  quantity  imported 'is  worth-  Rs.  157  lakhs, 
which  may  support  another  10  per  cent.  This  leaves. .the/  remaining . 
50  per:  cent,  of  the  people  to  live  mainly  on  tapioca. 

By  the  way,  I  may  mention  here  that  there  is  a  report  in  the  news-, 
•papers  regarding  a  disease  attacking  tapioca  in  Central  Travaucore  and 
that  the  people  are  afraid  of  using'  this  disease-stricken  article  of  food. 
This  would  mean  that  the  50  per  cent,  of  the  people  depending  upon 
this  plant  for  their  food  are  going,,  if  the  disease  spreads,  to  starve  or  to 
be  ill-fed  on  other  stuffs. 

The  well-being  of  the  subjects  is  the  end  and  aim  of  every  good 
Government  and  here  in  Travancore  it  depends  upon  paddy  culti¬ 
vation.  The  prime  .duty  of  the  State  is  to  find  this  staple  article  of  food 
in  sufficient  quantity  for  the  whole  population  and,  if  possible,  to  have  the 
whole  of  it  raised  by  cultivation  in  this  land,  :. 

.  .  What  have  the  Government  clone  to  make  the  State  self  .sufficient 
in -this  respect  ?  In  my  representation  on  the  subject  -at  .the  .18th 
session  of  the  Sri  Miriam  Popular  Assembly,!  discussed  the  subject  in  its 
various  aspects,  i.  e.,  («■)  extensive  cultivatioaby  throwing  open  more 
lands  which  are  fit  for  cultivation,  by  increasing  irrigation  facilities  and 
by  cultivation,  every  year,  of  the  fields  in  ICuttanad  which  are  now  culti¬ 
vated  only  once  in  two  years,  and  ( b )  intensive  cultivation,  by  making 
two  ears  of  corn  grow  where  only  one  was  produced  before,  for  which! 
suggested  the  improvement  of  agricultural  implements,  and  affording 
facilities  for  producing  and  collecting  green  manure  as  also  improved 
facilities  in  irrigation  and  transport.  . 

I  interpellated  the:  Government1  through  this  Council  regarding  . 
their  attempts  to  improve  the  pacldy  cultivation  of  the  country.  In  reply 
I  was  referred  to  three  G.  O’s. — 

(1)  G.  O.  No.  1444/P.  &  M,  R.,  dated  18th  April,  1917.. 

'.  (2)  G.  O.  No.  930/L.  R  ,  dated  8th  February,  1920.  ■ 

.  ■  C3)  Dis.  No.  1197  of  22/Revenue,  dated  20th  November,  1922. 

-  The  first  G.  0.  declared  that  2,099  acres  'of  swampy  land  from 
reserve  forests  were  to  be  auctioned  away  for  cultivation  and  called 
upon  the  Conservator  to  cut  ring  boundaries  around  them.  .  . 

,Tlie  second  G.  0.  relates  to.  the .  appointment  of,  committees  to 
select  swampy  areas  from  reserved  forests  in  certain  taluks  of  the  State. 
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The  recent  G.  0.  was  the  result  of  a  conference  of  the  Division 
'  Officers  of  the  Eevenue  Department  and  the  Director  of  Agriculture. 

It  deals  with  certain  off-hand  suggestions  made  by  those  officers  with 
regard  to  paddy  cultivation. 

I  again  interpellated  the  Government  to  state  what  steps  were 
taken  in  pursuance  of  those  three  G.  0’s.  In  reply,  a  detailed  state¬ 
ment  was  placed  on  the  table  during  the  last  sitting  of  this  Council. 

Prom  a  perusal  of  the  G.  O’s,  and  the  statement  in  reply,  to 
which  I  shall  refer  later  on,  it  will  be  seen  that  no  serious  attempts  have 
been  made,  nor  any  steady  and  continuous  policy  kept  up,  nor  any  well- 
considered  scheme  worked  up  to,  by  the  Government  in  tho  matter  of 
making  the  State  self-sufficient  by  producing  the  whole  quantity  of  rice 
required  for  consumption  here.  As  the  matter  is  brought  up  at  the 
Assemly  sessions  or  at  the  sittings  of  this  Council  some  order  is  passed, 
and  something  is  done  or  proposed  to  he  done.  What  I  urge  is  that 
the  method  of  dealing  with  this  all-important  question  is  very  inade¬ 
quate,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death  to  the  people.. 

In  olden  days,  paddy  cultivation*  was  flourishing.  But  now  I 'may¬ 
be  permitted  to  say  that  it  is  going  down.  The  author  of  the  Census 
Report  states  this  on  page  6  : 

“The  stops  Unit  are  generally  taken  to  meet  the  iloimunl  for  subsistence  of  a  growing 
population  are  (a)  the  opening  up  of  frosh  lands  for  tho  cultivation  of  the  staple, 
artiolo  of  food  and  (b)  improving  tbo  out-turn  of  tho  soil  by  improved  and  scientific 
methods  of  cultivation.  Tho  dec-ado  under  review  is  marked  by  considerable  activity 
in  both  these  directions.’’ 

ITe  also  states  at  the  end  of  tire  paragraph  : 

aTbo  availablo  statistics  indicates  a  slight  fall  in  the  yield  of  paddy  per  aero  in 
tho  decade  as  compared  with  the  yield  in  the  previous  one.” 

Then  we  can  ask :  “Is  it  to  this  fall  in  the'yield  that  these  improved  . 
methods  and  the  improved  manures  lead?  ”  The  fall  is  explained  in  the/ 
report  thus; 

.“The fall  is  apparently  due  to  the  extension  of  paddy  cultivation  to  new  soils  lying, 
on  tho  economic  margin  and  the  increasing  'difficulty  in  procuring  manure  leaves  on 
accouut  of  the  opening  up- of-  the  low  country  wooded  areas  for  cultivation  of  tapioca, 
pepper,  eta.”  . 

I  know,  Sir,  by  experience  that  the  fertility  of  the  paddy  fields  has- 
gone  down  really  and  that  the  yield  has  much  fallen  from  twenty  fold 
to  fifteen  oi"  even  to  ten  fold  or  less  in  many  cases. 

.The  chief  defects,  in  the  system  of  paddy  cultivation  of  the  country 
may  be  detailed  here.  ;.  (1)_  Lack  of  water  conveniences  stands  very 
.  mucE  in  the  way  of  - cultivation  of  paddy ;  -  (2)  minor  irrigation  works  ;. 

■  are;  very  often  neglected;  and  (3)' head  ohiras  and  tanks  which  supplied  . 
water  to  the  fields  or  elcis  have  been  registered  away  and  in  very  many 
cases,  the  side-canals  of  many  fields  have  become  so  deep  that  water 
'  cannot  be  easily  lifted  from  them  to  the  paddy  fields,  ■  -  , 

In  G,  .0,  No.  930  of  February,  1920,  is  found  a  proposal  by  the 
Director  of  Agriculture  to  appoint  a  special  engineer  to  investigate  fresh  . 
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possibilities  of  irrigation  in  the  State,  recommending  a  yearly  allotment 
to  be  provided  in  the  budget  for  the  purpose,  The  Government,  to 
make  a  beginning  in  the  matter  of  the  investigation  into  the  condition 
of  the  irrigation  sources  in  different  parts  of  the  State  and  to  take  steady 
and  continued  action  for  their  restoration  and  upkeep,  invited  the  views, 
of  the  Chief  Engineer.  But,  before  getting  a  report  from  the  Chief 
Engineer,  the  question  of  restoring  the  minor  irrigation  tanks  of  3  or  4 
taluks  in  South  Travaneore  was  taken  up  and  considered  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  they  decided  to  get  estimates  prepared  for  the  most  urgent 
works  in  the  taluks  of  Tovala,  Agastisvaram  and  Kalkulam  alone.  And 
action  is  being  taken  only  in  accordance  with  the  decision. 

The  deterioration  in  the  fertility  of  the  soil  of  paddy  lands  makes 
the  yield  fall  every  year.  Difficulty  in  collecting  and  transporting  green 
manure  is  much  felt  by  the  ryots.  Woodland  areas,  from  which 
manure  was  collected  before,  have  been  either  registered  away  or  re- 
,  served  as  forests.  Trees  are  also  wantonly  cut  down  for  export  as  fuel. 
How  the  ryots  may  be  helped  to  grow  manure-yielding  plants  was  also 
discussed  in  the  G.  0.  quoted  above.  The  Director  of  Agriculture 
brought  forward  a  proposal  and  tlu-  Government  called  for  definite  pro¬ 
posals.  But  nothing  came  out  of  it  as  yet.  Paragraph  7  of  the  G,  0. 
reads  : 

1  Tho  next  question  discussed  was  about  the  facilities  to  lie  afforded  to  the  ryots 
for  fiuding  tlie  leaf  manure  they  required.  The  Director  of  Agriculture  and  fisheries 
said  that,  if  the  Forest  or  the  Revenue  Department  could  place  at  his  disposal  a  compact 
block  of  200  .acres  of  laud,  he  would  have  the  area  planted  up  with  .green  manure  trees 
such  as  Vaka,  Pnnna,  etc.,  and  in  a.  few  years’ time  the  manure,  obtained  therefrom 
would  he  sufficient  for  about  1,000  acres  of  land.  Such  demonstration  work  done  by  tlie 
department  Would  bo  followed  up  by  the  ryots  themselves  in  Course  of  time.  The 
department  can  also  extend  the  operations  to  more  area*  if  the  scheme  is  found  tb.be 
productive  of  good  results. 

TiieDewan  Peislikar,  Kottayam,  suggested  the  Kannialcu  linn  tank  in  South  Travail- 
core  as  suitable  for  the  purpose.  The  Conservator  of  Forests  agreed  to  find  a  suitable 
area  for  growing  leaf  manure. 

Tho  Acting  Dew  an  Peishkar,  Pudmanabhapuram,  also  undertook  to  co-operate  with 
the  Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and  see  that  some  lands  in  his  division  are 
also  placed 'at  the  latter’s  disposal. 

Tho  Chief  Secretary  to  Government  observed  that  there  were  several  localities  in 
the  Southern  Division  suitable  for  growing  green  manure  trees,  especially  in  the  ,un- 
oommanded  area  above  the-  Tovala  channel. 

Government  consider  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  plant. on  a  fairly  extensive  scale  ‘ 
green  leaf  manure  yielding  trees.  Tho  Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  re¬ 
quested  to  forward"  in  consultation  with  the  Forest  and  Revouub  Departments,  definite 
proposals  in  the  matter.  ”  -  - 

I  will  also  read  the  reply.  The  Director  seems  to  have  changed 
his  opinion  thereafter  : 

“The  growth  of  leaf  manure  ancl  the  grant  of  facilities  to  the  ryot.  Since  tho 
ryots  themselves  are  fully  aware,  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  any  largo  area  cultivated 
for  demonstrational  purposes  but  it  would  be  sufficient  to  experiment  on  25  acres  to 
begin  with  and  to  plant  the  seeds  there.  ” 

This  proposal  has  been  sanctioned,  but  it  has  not  yet.  'been-  finally 
settled.  ■  The  matter  is  trader  reference  to  the  Director  of  Agriculture. 
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As  the  yield  of  the  paddy  field  is  becoming  less  and  less  every  year, 
we  are  importing  more  and  more  quantities  of  rice  every  year,  .facili¬ 
ties  for  cattle  manure  are  not  only  not  growing  but  are  being  reduced. 
As  for  scientific  manures,  our  ryots  are  not  able  to  purchase  them 
as  they  are  short  of  money.  Even  the  seeds,  they  buy  on  credit  for 
which  they  are  charged  high  prices  and  heavy  rates  of  interest.  In  the 
G,  0.  mentioned  above,  the  granting  of  loans  to  the  ryots  in  an  easier 
way  was  proposed  by  the  Director  of  Agriculture.  But  the  proposal 
was  not  accepted. 

Failure  of  crops  owing  to  floods  does  not  usually  meet  with  the 
sympathy  of  the  Government.  In  olden  days,  taxes  were  remitted  when 
crops  failed  and  bunds  and  ehi-ras  were  speedily  repaired  soon  after 
damage.  Of  course,  I  am  aware  that  the  present  Government  have 
done  much  in  the  case  of  damages  owing  to  floods  in  Ehllada  and-- 
Neyyattinkara  and  we  are  very  thankful  to  the  Government.  In 
such  years  of  heavy  floods,  taxes  have  to  be  remitted  in  deserving 
c,ases  and  the  breaches  have  to  be  immediately  repaired.  This  may  be 
avoided  if  the  bunds  are  always  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state  of  repair. 

Paddy  fields  in  or  near  towns  and  other  places  are  converted  into 
house  sites  and  coeoanut  topes.  This  is  done  in  Kayankulauv  Pallikkal 
and  in  many  other  towns.  This  has  to  be  put  a  stop  to. 

Lastly,  with  regard  to  extension  of  cultivation,  we  are  glad  that 
action  is  being  taken  to  find  out  swampy  areas  fit  for  paddy  cultivation  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  representations  made  in  the  Assembly.  These  committees 
may  be  able  to  choose  large  areas  for  the  same.  But  it  may  be  said 
that  in  this  matter  also  a  fixed  policy  was  not  kept  up,  which  is  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  answer  given  to  the  first  G.  0.  The  G-  0’ s.  of  1917  and 
1922  .had  to  be  passed  on  account  of  representations  made  in  the 
Assembly  regarding  swampy  areas,  while  the  G-.  0.  of  1920  was  passed 
during  war  time,  when  import  of  rice  was  found  impossible  and  was  ■ 
based  on  certain  off-hand  suggestions  made  at  the  conference.  It  can 
therefore  he  seen  that  the  -question  of  paddy  cultivation  has  not  yet  been 
.considered  by  the  Government  thoroughly.  Piecemeal  dealing  with 
each  problem  as  it  crops  up  is  not  at  all  sufficient. 

Mr.  Asquith,  the  Prime  Minister  of  England  some  time  back,  and  the 
leader  of  the  Liberal,  Party,,  in  a  speech  delivered  recently,  placed  land 
policy  and  agriculture  in  the  forefront- of  the  programme  of  his  party. 
Our  .Government  also  should  place  agriculture,  .  and  especially  paddy 
cultivation,  in  the  forefront  of  their  programme,  if  they  lay  -claim  to 
having,  the  best  interests  of  .the  people  at  heart. 

What  is  wanted  is  a  comprehensive  scheme  drawn  up  after,  mature 
consideration  of  the  whole  question  of  paddy ;  cultivation,  by  a  committee, . 
and  its.  being  worked  up  systematically.  . 

So,  Sir,  it  is  only  in  the  fitness:  of  things  that  I  .move  for  a  com- ' 
mittee  to  be  appointed  to  deal  with  this  subject  a— -committee  which 
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would  help  in  laying  out  such  a  scheme  as,  if  strictly  adhered  to  and 
closely  followed,  would  insure  the  prosperity  of  our  people  ,  and  would 
rid  us  of  our  indebtedness  to  Burma  and  other  rice-producing  countries. 

'  I  indy  briefly  indicate  the  functions  ,of  the  committee  and  close. 
The  committee  should  study  the  whole  question  in  its  various"  aspects 
and  bearings,  investigate  and  find  outihe  real  causes  of  failure,  of  'crops 
in  a  general  way  and  in  particular  localities,  and  suggest  methods  . by 
Which  both  intensive  and  extensive  cultivation  of  paddy  may  he  carried 
on.  The  committee  has  to  address  itself  to  the  question  of  fall  in  the  yield 
per  acre  ana  it  has  to  suggest  the  steps  to  be  .  taken  to  .  conserve  the 
fertility  of  the  paddy  fields  and  to  increase  such  fertility  when  it  is  low 
or  has  deteriorated.  The  committee  has  to  find  outU'eniedial  measure's 
and  suggest  how  they  may  he  applied ,  in  the  case  of  paddy  fields  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  State.  The  committee  has  to  find  out  how  far  it 
.  is  possible  to  increase  the  output  of  paddy  from  the  existing  fields  and 
to  what  extent  it  is  possible  to  increase  the  area  ,  under  cultivation.  It 
^as  also  to  suggest  how  the  land  policy  can  solve  the  unemployed  middle 
class  problem. 

With  these  words,  I  commend  this  resolution  to  the  acceptance  of 
this  Council. 
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ajsseaas  (sro.igj oaJcgj<9>roi s>0Q>gj|oo :  ^l^ejo^ssorrus  ^S6Sb1co  t&oaio 

£$OT<06  (STCrUipQfflgf  cfr(flsTOTO)  O_l®(CTO10a5aJ@  OJatlSSBaPaalj  COQX(i>3n$5}2!S. 
abolaoo  ®ro6iQ^^©a30sn^(^c9QCTO6rBu.  gx®  (ruoa3ds>V,0Q!<yool  axo 
6Tgvs?issa  ogjSjQ  (groom aseaslojo  cgrocrcxgj&j-apa®  2>o,a.jsl<fijpo  ajoefo, 

Qpjo  fflrpao^ejaooa)  ,o®^^c83^ce. c>o  o.o^(t>(g®ajflorulejo  aiilaxiaaxaTb 

(B®oJ^lava>a'eio(  (Sios^s  (S®  aif cry  a-alejo  rffalsaxas  a»i2dfmu.  qq 
cm1.«som):^o  cOsonocOjO&il&Ootea0  (sroao^3a.x2ioca)i  g,Q-JG®,OPo©T;j§(np  es 

,oJl(Ci6cn)np.jsgiB6)a  o  (groscuoaajcaOo  axasecniooo  go©  iy, 

a3ocnauoxcz5)l6);32)  tognoldSsiperaicQjo  roi^caopJo  {gcolc^asilaca),  Qjgolgj)^. 
cQjOcnSlcesigfwazcnoas  .  §po«arao  j@sk)jo  csrsoj©  r  a.xroi'i.a^a  j;p=<39 . 
r(  06ro°  ©jaio^l|aa.@°.  Ga^jl(o6cruDaissei>a  nuosnjonjol^  cioosiaxlcioo§l 
«ejrQio,  gosccof  eejcqjo  aucirml  ypoalo  o_i(61(S>p?  'efemao^Tlro^an;®!^ 
a®.  (srpaTias  ^oa'ceaO^M  a.o-1 -=' arooS ‘ j^xaisBinr  i3,onot&oeiW>.£g.fflS . 
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(Os tno  (STgsnistOToqjo  oj@K)^mffl)c(b<Qiosirnu  a-ajgsjcrngg.  ffiissBaioaaosF'aSl 
s>e j  o-iffeOfuo&.iCTro)  ogjAa-jo^axua^0  (3i@sni<B<0WQ,o  <^<jaili>aoo5}65BOoc9s>o 
osl  040s  aaolcnoo  aiaBom  tfrmoiaiOaJidiCocSQ0  aw  tfjsropdatsi^cescmo-ka&so 
go®  <ruoOTrtn)3£l<a&  WDOJlsaasiTO  ajaajWofb  (snaoeal-a^aiRScrn  oot^io 
esQJOc^Qg-Jfrm'o'osno0,  alog^i  xuiaoaiiiofaosnaailsa  ooosrsuoooglffii 
Si KS  ai&ilan  ©joa-T  c9s)0(ocr)06no°_  <8K>figaDOT«j>)6>ofl>o  cfro^cnsimacrnrai 

aou  (S30)ffn§(sffi)3C3,o  tfl>cr»ca>o£)«a>Oot0fflO:cD  'n®©(@aj  -ojlsjaiOotoi  cura 
mo  o®cnoaa  ts>"  <src<3gaD@OT»o§  a-ojoslxyotcsi  fflimotaioajcmmsna0. 

auoaj68BOoc0ao  goffstaano  Qiaror=ojoo£!|g«  ceoaaiam)  curol 
oDffilteaonb  cccotioniaa^fcolcio  cruooSl(fi8a2imo  sflnocnocrnlg].  §g 
njJlffii  o®aSlaaaJOaiocYDga@  eaxy1®£ouo&j<sseOo<ea  ©mAOcelciaaocsaa 
cmDej6®0©a  §dci61  eaaejs&lejo  a-jrmUy  aAogcesio^roWsroaacroosrm0. 

UdodI  extensive  cultivation  -aco  cuooloffiosno0  ®sn|  aioaa  ajotmooo 
gg.2Su.  gyajlaseaiaa  gsooffSB^s-.s  «r®Qiogjs80Ooaa  a'aVniOtfciaradKicii 
g^o  gjailas  ®acm  snsaooam^uocnssBOo  ailgral^snaoceasmaamogg.  ■ 
&<8§c®8<aimo§(gsl  (TUc9feio.t>  (gaWag.  wauyigo  mmssoCotBa  o_j(alnj 
aca3§<flaono.  <s®  ^®§c©®®fao$(&sl<BYinacm  olmjoj"  oioossBglffiicolcnoo 
^,a£lc0«  a.a_iCC8c&rtj>®oco>  OfUO&’SSBag  scioffleOc  <m  oJ(tnl^aa;o§^  @5 
6B0l<x£l®ld9aon0-.  ollsnio  (mD'gaiaJOfflfyo^gj&tgalcftag  oicnsgBgldicD'iCnoo 
c03ai^ajlslc0acm(8TloDo  ae§jo^f'^Qoao<s|)oa.au£i020(i>  (BYcsssBlcoirooeoi  <fi> 
Cffiool  eaiejaiU^aJKsmo^  gosa_joOo  a4@Q-i®6  a_ianl.apj<rawn  mj(<xy 
eooo>o6)tB>oen%  cocuiasmabolGqbo  &egc/oo  anooi5].Qij<&l§a»on8  emomo 
cmlgj,  ao<gfflO(O3(O«nc0a  ©  o  o  0  ja^o  0  0-0  agjtfla&aDwib  (g^le&Oo 
ajrtsil^a<a>o§c8ao^o  !src>an&  oTDroH.o-ioolmf  ffl©8oeQ><fl>ffi6BB&oeQ>  <ms)<a>.§.o' 
diloAo  fl'3ocSla2)(^lffi&ajlm?l§  <sig>  (fgalaco  gjnaile>.flLigjoa<is>  gjicagoqjtfc 
csjjo  aAXgj  email  oooai  coo{gj<arcnl<n&  ®gaoo<o<ruott>cossaaa  oJiiola-jlcfifscim 
m.ocordiltfla  Qjej«s>3(Xi)  eeaosao  •  QJ(03crorm06n!>o.  ’  (galc&Oo  ^§(ts>aioocsl 
aooOocB®  aoDocsil  affilcesiejo  on^njac&octaaooii)  ajosl^3«w)®osif«>“.  ■ 
(gal.-aco  xulgjocx2)o  ifl  aj(rnl^acS3O§e0«rm  nvoccirolaslajo'.  <m®- (§ala<® 
fflrcoo!@QjaocQ)  qjIcdo  gjasala.ajgijOoi):  col^saicruSlteacfntaoQS.  oolsaeao 
04^03(06  o_unl^ffleao§caajcaiopb'  cftfflo'soo  asnsoxi'irolGdaoTgdDDan)' . 
^fflg-joOo  (galc&Co  q4eqj®5  ftj<j»)Ajffl<ea05(0i©ajg8mr)  •orvis^eboa<(n^(D& 
a-ianaao^  (gal^Oo  tfcl|crc>;  o®moao©a^  fjc^anj^ariQJcefeo  ®qsS1 
axu^ioaj(maic863o  (§al<e>Oo  ^l§o©(©  ojasmo ;  o^onotwamocogj,  oasej 
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raioojnDOSHSgiQjo  tuffisj  caomWl  ojcSsioejffi^tBjOo  a_iow5iro]  a\  cocas') 
Codas  (§al  gusm.^6>ce>o§cfi«crnQJ<i)  <®6><ro  mrooolc&o  fmo®onjlcQ)06)ro 

mroraj  (rntjaisroa^Q^^ftniaiofflel  ^j§fo>®6  «§*Q3jgyB  oroaissas  (galditssia^ 
e^Jc06>(E)O5ntio  s>xuc^ai(t8(mg|u.  ^68B6) aocQjgg.  rm^eolrcalcaags  ajrolao 
<ol^  ^<^6>n.\®oajcvnaicek  (gal^6mr>tflftl6)c03O§<0®ttsrmce6'QJ|r^o  ozKulaaioas) 
ai|aicmot6jOo  6>xU'2gi6in§  tfcoi'o  (srotm'igjffil^lffllcsacnD.  so  sen  si  coca  sa 
oJ<sej  nruoconnWsacsyo  ajool  (sajsing  <uroscri_iQii6mffle^o  ciosGmn]  61<Sg_jo 
^s>aj^cm(ij)lcTDuffl«8  <sjffl20o)  gt6n§oa51®lffices>6n§g!>  (SYDa^oojc®j6)i3>ofno6no“ 
ogjaolcEKj  tTO'HiajocQiaiaa  (g>u.  <srora)looo<o&  gru  (q_jc8 ax cxdsi «yttsa  sraiocii 
aoo^@odi]  oj!  mb  (moisrgcmo . 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELXJ  PILLAI  c Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  Sir,  • 
I  wish  to  give  my  support  to  the  resolution.  The  difficulties  of  obtain¬ 
ing  manure  and  fuel  have  been  pointed  out  by  the  previous  speakers. 
Manure,  in  most  parts  of  Travancore,  is  nothing  more  than  a  word. 
There  is  neither  green  manure  nor  cattle  manure  and  the  people  have 
not  got  the  wherewithal  to  buy  the  scientific  manure  imported  for  sale 
by  the  Agricultural  Department.  I  do  not  forget  the  assistance  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  are  prepared  to  give  them  under  the  new  Agricultural  Loans 
Begulation.  All  the  same,  people  are  not  sufficiently  benefited  by  that 
'.Regulation.  All  manure  trees  have  been  cut  down  and,  more  than  that, 

I  know  from  experience  in  the  country  that  ordinary  trees  like  the  jack 
and  mango  are  felled  for  the  purpose  of  fuel.  Jack  is  cut  also  for  selling 
timber.  Formerly,  Sir,  people  in  Travancore  took  great  care  in  plant¬ 
ing  mango  trees.  Now-a-days  it  has  gone  out  of  fashion  and  in  about 
2G  or  30  years  a  Travancorean  may  not  he  able  to  say  what  a  mango 
is  like.  (Laughter.)  The  difficulty  of  getting  fuel.  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  . removed.  If  I  say  that  the  Forest  Department  should  supply  the 
fuel  necessary  for  the  people,  it  may  be  said  that  it  is  not  the  function  of 
the  Forest  Department.  But,  if  there  are  valueless  trees  in  the  forests, 
they  can  be  cut  down,  and  brought  to  inhabited  areas,  so  .that  the  popu¬ 
lation  may  take  advantage  of  that  supply.  I  do  not  see  any  reason 
why,  because  theories  do  not  favour  that,  the  department  should  not 
concern  themselves  with  it.  If  people  are  favoured  in  this  matter, 
jack  trees,  mango  trees  and  other  trees  will  not  be  cut  down  indiscri¬ 
minately.  :  ‘ 

The  filling  up  of  fields  has  been  alluded  to  by  me  when  I  was 
speaking  on  a  former  resolution.  We  find,  Sir,  in  Travancore  that  wet 
cultivation  creates  loss  and  dry  cultivation  brings  profit.  The  landless 
man  is  the  master  of  the  day,  if  he  has  no  wet  land.  He  takes  a 
puttam  from  somebody  or  other,  works  well  and  grows  rich.  He  has 
not  got  so  much  obstacle  for  dry  cultivation  as  the  man  who  pursues 
wet  cultivation.  The  man  who  goes  in  quest  of  garden  cultivation 
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makes  money,  whereas  the  proverbial  difficulties  of  the  paddy  cultivator 
are  only  on  the  increase.  It  is  because,  when  new  lands  on  a  higher 
level  are  brought  under  cultivation,  the  first  shower  takes  a  good  quan¬ 
tity  of.  earth  and  fills  up  the  paddy  fields.  Go  to  Neyyattinkara,  Nedu- 
rnangad  or  any  other  taluk  and  you  will  find  that  what  I-  am  saying  is 
absolutely  true.  I  am  speaking  from  personal  experience.  You  find 
that  whole  families,  people  who  have  been  in  possession,  of  lands  for  a 
long  time,  are  not  able  to.make  both  ends  meet,  because  the  cultivation 
of  higher  slopes  has  made  it  impossible  for  them  to  cultivate  these 'lands 
with  profit,  and  because  there  are  not  means  of  preventing  water-borne 
earth  from  filling  up  the  paddy  fields. 

I  wish  to  say  one  word  with  regard  to  gtiduml  lands.  I  agree  wholly 
with  Mr.  Kumara  Pillai.  Fuduval  registry  has  been  a  favourite  subject 
with  the  Government  because  of  the  tarmila  it  brings  in.  I  know  several 
.persons  who  have  got  lands  registered.  I  am  myself  one  of  those  who 
thought  at  one  time  that  the  possession  of  large  areas  of  land  would 
be  an  advantage.  But  people  have  learnt  the  difficulties.  There  are; 
other  friends  also  in  this  Council  who  .  have  got  lands  and  they  would 
recollect  the  facts  about  j mduval  registry.  All  these  pud'uvals  are  more 
or  less  millstones  round  their  neck.  .  When  they  take  up  puduvals,  some 
of  them  pursue  the  ‘dog  in  the  manger  policy.’  I  am  not  for  having  a 
law  prohibiting  nWpuduval  registry ;  but  I  am  for  a  law  that,  if  a  man' 
who  has  got  an  extensive  plot  'of ^  land  registered  in  his-  name  under¬ 
certain  tern?s,  and- if  .he  does  hot  act  up  to  his  tacit  promise:  to  cultivate: 
it,  the  Government  should  take  action  and  get  him  to  surrender 
the  land  which  is  unused.  Bo  that,  in  regard' to  registry  a' 
modification  is  necessary.  When  this  is  done,  people  will  mot  ’  allow 
lands  to  remain  barren,  A  man  who  has  lands  must  cultivate  them;, 
otherwise  he  will  have  to  surrender  them ,  There  are  other  questions 
be  gone  into  by  the  committee  suggested  by  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai. 
There  are,  in  Travaneore,  a  number  of  people  who  know  about  these- 
matiers  and,  if  necessary,  while  maintaining  that  ordinarily  the  people- 
of  Travaneore  should  be  able  to  see  what  is  best  for  them,  I  would  even, 
go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  services  of  an  eminent  scientist  from  outside- 
ruay  .also  be. requisitioned  to.  sit  along  with  Travaneoreans  on  that  .com¬ 
mittee.  to  give  it  the  benefit  of  hi s  -experiences-  in  places  outside  Tra/van*- 
core.  It  will  be  an  eye-opener  to  the  Travaneoreans.  I  do  not  -for  .■one: 

1  moment  say  that  we  should  unhesitatingly  accept  such  a  policy-  That  is- 
a  matter  in  which  expert  advice  may  be  useful  and  experience- of  other 
countries  may  be-  known.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  am  in  full :  sympathy  with- 
the  resolution  so  ably  moved  by  Mr,  Kochukunju  Pillai,  - 

-  .Mr.  A,  H OOGB WEBS’ .  {Nominated)  :  Sir,  agriculture  :  is  the: 
mainstay,  of  the  people.  .  Icongratulate  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  for- put- 
ting.his  .case  so  clearly  before  the  House  for  the  appointment  of  a  com-. 
mittee, ,  The  story,  related  by  him  of  the.ssveral  G.  O’s.  that  have  been 
issued  on  .the  subject — 
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’■  MR.  S.  G-  H.  ROBINSON  (Lewid  Revenue  and'IneoineTcu  Gommis - 
sioner):  I  cannot  hear.  I  did  not  hear  the  story.  Could  we  hear  it 
again  ?  (.Laughter.) 

'  PRESIDENT:  It  is  not  his  fault. 

MR.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  did  not  hear  what  Mr. 
Robinson  said.  The  story  related  by  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  about 
Government  orders  is  a  sad  story  to  listen  to.  We  have  a  plethora  of 
officers,  and  very  competent  officers  too.  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  is  a  very 
capable  officer.  He  is  held  in  very  high  esteem  in  Travancore— in  fact, 
in  higher  esteem  outside  than  he  is  in  Travancore.  We  have  other 
officers  who  have  had  European  training.  Piecemeal  efforts  have  been 
made  to  improve  our  agricultural  conditions.  But  we  have  not  made 
much  headway  with  the  corresponding  increase  of  officers.  According  to  , 
Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai’s  story,  there  has  not  been  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  output  of  paddy  crops.  We  have  been  having  too  many 
irons  in  the  fire,  making  experiments  on  this,  that,  and  on  everything 
else,  and  leaving  things  more  or  less  in  the  same  way  after  some  stage 
of  the  experiment.  It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  om1  officers — I  mean,  the 
officers  of  the  Agricultural  Department  and  the  Government  also— 
to  see  ship-loads  of  paddy  being  landed  year  after  year  in  our  ports  of 
Trivandrum,  Quilon  and  Alleppey.  This  paddy  comes  from  Burma 
and  other  places  outside  our  State.  Many  waggons  are  also  coming  in 
by  train.  No  doubt  it  feeds  the  Trivandrum  railway.  But  that  is 
a  very  small  matter.  , 

Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  said  something  about  tapioca  cultivation 
also  being  attacked  by  germs.  That  is  indeed  sad.  ■  I  hope  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Department  /ill  undertake  the  remedy  if  it  has  not  already  taken 
it  up.  That  department  must  make  our  country  self-contained  in  the 
matter  of  paddy.  We  must  have  our  own  rice  and  we  must  have 
*  our  own  salt  also.  And  it  would  appear  that  there  is  sufficient  scope  in 
the  country  for  making  both  self-contained.  The  problem  of  unemploy¬ 
ment  also  would  be  directly  or  indirectly  solved.  What  a  deal  of  labour 
would  go  to  the  country  when  all  our  paddy  is  cultivated  here ! 
Thousands  and  thousands  of  labourers  would  be  in  the  field  cultivating 
paddy,  and  in  the  salt  pans  manufacturing  salt.  I  am  not  enamoured  of 
the  policy  of  appointing  committees.  'But  here  is  a  case  where  a  com¬ 
mittee  is  absolutely  necessary.  It  is  not  a  piecemeal  business  that  has 
to  be  done.  The  whole  question  must  be  solved  with  a  large  outlook. 
There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk.  We  have  been  accused  of  being 
chatter  boxes.  A  lot- of  gas  has  been  given  out.  The  time  for  talk  has 
passed  and  the  time  for  action  has  come.  Our  officers  must  concen¬ 
trate  all  their  attention  on  this  all-important  question.  They  must 
gird  up  their  loins  and  put  their  hands  to  the  plough  (laughter)  and 
thus  bring  about  the  consummation  so  devoutly  ■  to  be  wished,  for 
which  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  has  asked  for  the  appointment  of  a  com¬ 
mittee. 
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Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  I  wish  to  know 
whether  the  Agricultural  Department  is  not  concerned  with  these,  and 
why  a  separate  committee  is  necessary. 

Mr.  A.  HOOG-EWERF  ( Nominated ):  I  just '  asked  the  Agricul¬ 
tural  Department  to  gird  up  their  loins  and  put  their  hands  to  the 
plough. 

The  House  rose  at  5-12  p.  M.  to  meet  again  at  11-30  on  the  next 

day. 


S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR, 
Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Council. 
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Friday  the  18th  January,  IDdl. 

I OFFICIAL  REPORT.) 

The  Council  re-assembled  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at 
Eleven  thirty-eight  of  the  Clock  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


[  Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standi ny  Order  No.  1H — 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  the  questions  and  answers  to  lie  put  and  given  at  a  meeting  oli 
the  Council  shall  be  placed  on  the  Council  table  15  minutes  before  the  Prcsidonttakes  Ins 

(2)  The  questions  shall  be  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner:  — 

The  Secretary  shall  call  the  name  of  each  iuterpcll&tor  in  serial  order,  specify  the 
serial  number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  lihn  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  rising  in  bis  place,  if  he  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary  question. 
Supplementary  questions  must  be  put  immediately  after  the  principal  questions  to  which 
they  relate.] 

Arrangement  of  Graduate  Teachers  in  the  Civil  List. 

1  37,  Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottarakara  cum  Km- 
nattur) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  the  principle  followed  in  ranking  second  grade  graduate 
teachers  in  the  Civil  List ;  and 

(b)  whether  this  rank  is  taken  into  consideration  in  promoting 
them  to  the  higher  grade  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVAEA  AIYAR  (Secretory  to  Government ) : 

(а)  The  rank  has  been  fixed  according  to  the  date  of  confirma¬ 
tion  in  the  cadre  of  the  provincial  staff  of  male  teachers. 

(б)  Rank  is  also  considered. 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  mm  Kunnai- 
tur)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  they  mean  by 
the  term  ‘  provincial  staff  ’? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)-. 

The  provincial  staff  consists  of  graduate  teachers  in  the  English 
and  Vernacular  School  Departments. 

G.P.T.  2287.  310.  2-4-24. 
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MR.  0.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kuttarakara  cam  KiuinaU. 
tur) :  May  I  know  whether  there  is  any  other  kind  of  staff  of  male 
teachers  ? 

PBESIDENT:  There  are  non-graduate  male  teachers. 

Poppy  Cultivation  in  Travancore. 

188.  Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  •  VAEIAE  {Chengannur  cum  Patta- 
namiitta):  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the 
soil  of  Travancore  is  congenial  to  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy  plant  ? 

Mb.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government ) : 

The  Director  of  Agriculture  has  reported  that  poppy  can  be 
grown  in  Travancore, 

Buies  re.  Government  Contracts. 

139.  Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Chengannur  cum  Patta 
namtitta)  :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether 

they  have  framed  any  rules  in  regard  to  Government  contracts  ? 

(, 6 )  Are  the  Government  aware  that  certain  officers  sometimes 
refuse  to  accept  the  lowest  tenders  even  when  proper  security  is  forth¬ 
coming  ? 

(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  will 
associate  non-officials  with  the  work  of  accepting  or  rejecting  tenders  ? 

Mr.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
(a)  It  is  not  possible  to  answer  this  question  fully  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  information  as  to  the  kind  of  contracts  referred  to.  There  are 
rules  governing  contracts  relating  to  certain  departments, 

(&)  The  lowest  tenders  are  sometimes  not  accepted.  Security 
is  not  the  only  consideration  in  the  acceptance  of  tenders. 

(c)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Chengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta) :  May  I  know  what  the  ‘  considerations  *  which  weigh  with  the 
Government  in  the  acceptance  of  tenders  are  ? 

Mr.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

Besides  what  is  mentioned  in  the  answer  to  the  interpellation  ? 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Chengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  :  Yes,  I  find  that  sometimes  the  lowest  tenders  are  not  accepted. 
So  I  put  the  question. 

Mr.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 

The  contractor’s  solvency,  his  experience  in  carrying  out  similar 
contracts,  his  ability  to'caiTy  out  the  contract  within  a  stipulated  time — 
these  are  some  of  the  considerations. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( CJunyannur  cum  Pallanani- 
titta):  May  I  know  whether  there  are  any  rules  governing  the  Con¬ 
tracts  relating  to  the  Excise  Department  ?  - 
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Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
There  are  two  sets  of  rules,  via.,  rules  relating  to  contracts  in  the 
Public  Works  Department  and  those  relating  to  contracts  in  other 
departments. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chengannur  cum  Pattmam - 
titta) :  Not  with  respect  to  the  Excise  Department  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

The  contracts  in  the  Excise  Department  will  come  under  the  latter 
rules. 

Prosecution  of  Police  Officer*. 

140.  Mr.  M,  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chengannur  cum  Patta- 
namtitta)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  the  number  of  applications  received  by  them  for  sanction  to 
jnosecute  police  officers  in  1098 ; 

(b)  the  number  of  cases  in  which  departmental  enquiry  was 
held;  . 

(c)  the  number  of  cases  in  which  sanction  was  given  for  prose¬ 
cution  ;  and  :  . 

(cl)  the  number  of  police  officers  prosecuted  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(а)  2. 

(S)  2. 

(c)  Nil. 

(d)  Nil. 

Delay  in  the  Disbursement  cf  Salaries  to  Vernacular  School  Teachers. 

141.  Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chengannur  cum  Patia- 

namtitta ) :  (a)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  vernacular  school 

teachers  are  not  paid  their  salaries  punctually  owing  to  the  delay 
in  the  sanction  of  proposition  statements  and  the  difficulties  of  depart¬ 
mental  routine  ? 

(б)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  remove"  their  grievance 
i  n  this  respect  ?  . 

'  "  Mr.'  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  Yes. 

(h)  The  matter  is  under  examination. 

Lands  available  for  Registry  to  Depressed  Classes. 

142.  Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chengannur  cum  Patta- 
namtitta) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  notify  in  the  Gazette 
the  area-  of  puduval  and  poramloke  lands  in  each  taluk  available  for 
registry  to  members  of  the  depressed  classes  ? 

Mr.  -R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
G.  0,  No,. 14.64  of  21 /Revenue,  dated  the  30th  September,  1921,  makes 
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provision  for  copies  of  lists  of  lands  earmarked  for  assignment  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  depressed  classes  being  hung  up  conspicuously  in  the  taluk  and 
village  offices  and  for  similar  copies  being  furnished  free  on  demand  to 
the  leaders  of  the  depressed  communities  concerned.  At  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  every  year  the  lands  registered  in  the  previous  year  will  be 
deleted  from  the  lists,  the  lands  resumed  under  paragraph  27  of  the 
revised  puduval  rules  will  be.  added  to  the  lists,  and  the  revised  lists 
prepared  .will  he  similarly  hung  up  in  the  taluk  and  village  offices.  In 
the  circumstances,  Government  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  publishing  , 
the  information  in  the  Gazette.  ft 

Mr.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  {('■hengunnur  ourn  Pattanam-  v 
titta)  :  May  I  know  whether  the  Government  have  issued  any  in¬ 
structions  as  to  the  number  of  acres  of  land  that  should  be  registered 
in  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  depressed  classes  in  each  taluk  ?  ^ 
Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (C hief  Secretary  to  Gorenmenf) :  No" 
such  instructions  have  been  issued. 

Mr.  M.  K,  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  {Chenganmr  cmn  Patiamm- 
titta )  :  Have  the  Government  got  any  complaint  with  regard  to  the 
apathy  of  the  Tabsildars  in  regard  to  the  registry  of  lands  in  favour  of 
the  depressed  classes  V 

Mr,  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  ;  No 
complaint  has  been  received  so  far  as  I  know. 

Statistic s  of  referred  Criminal  Cases. 

143.  Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Cheng ammr  cum  Pattct- 
namtitta) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  give  a  statement 
showing  the  number  of  cases  referred  to  the  police  by  the  magistracy 
and  the.  number  referred  as  false  to  the  magistracy  bv  the  police  in 
1098  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
Number  of  cases  referred  to  the  police  by  the  magistracy  ...  464 
Number  referred  as  false  , . .  .841 

Conversion,  of  Ozhukinasseri  Satrarn  into  a  School. 

144.  Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agnstitvaram )  :  (a)  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  there  is  a  proposal  to  convert 
the  Ozhukinasseri  satrarn  into  a  vernacular  school  ? 

(b)  If  so,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  veto  the  proposal, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  said  satrarn  is  the  only  one  available  in 
Nagercoil  for  all  classes  of  people  and  is  very  largely  used  by  travellers? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'. 

(a)  There  is  no  proposal  before  the  Government  to  convert  the 
Ozhukinasseri  satrarn  into  a  vernacular  school. 

(b)  This  does  not  arise,  in  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (a).. 
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Representation.  of  Sambavars  in  the  Popular  Assembly. 

145.  Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agastisvaram) :  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  any  member  belonging  to  the  Sambavar  commu¬ 
nity  has  been  nominated  to  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  in  1099  ; 

( b )  whether  a  Sambavar  gentleman  was  not  being  nominated 
for  the  last  many  years  to  the  Assembly  ;  and 

(c)  if  no  Sambavar  has  been  nominated  this  year,  what  the 
reason  is  for  withholding  the  privilege  from  the  community  this  year  ? 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  No. 

(h) .  One  was  being  nominated  during  some  years. 

,(r)  There  is  no  hard  and  fast  rule  on  the  subject. 

Transfer  of  Executive  Engineers. 

146.  Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastisvaram):  Will  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  propose  to  order  a  general- 
transfer  of  Executive  Engineers  in  Makaram,  1099  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
Government  do  not  contemplate  any  such  general  transfer  in 
Makaram,  1099.  -  . 

Shifting  of  Agastisvaram  Taluk  Cutcherry  to  Nagereoil. 

147.  Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agastisvaram):  Will  the  Gov-, 
ernment  be  pleased  to  shift  the  Agastisvaram  Taluk  Cutcherry  from' 
the  present  Cutcherry  building  at  Edalakkudi  to  any  convenient  build¬ 
ing  at  Nagereoil  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  Government  will  look  into  the  matter. 

Points  of  Reference  to  the' Excise  Committee. 

148.  Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agastisvaram) :  Will  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  be  pleased  to  refer  to  the  Excise  Committee  the  sugges¬ 
tions  of  some  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  to  amalgamate  the 
Salt  Factories  and  the  Nagereoil  Excise  Division  and  to  abolish  the 
present  Alleppey  Excise  Division  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to Govemmetit):' 
The  committee  has  been  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  consider¬ 
ing  the  proposals  submitted  by  the  Excise  Commissioner  _for  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  temperance.  Government  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to 

refer  other  questions  to  the  committee.  . . 

Mr.  K.  Srinivasa  Rao’s  Claims  for  Promotion  as 
Division  Assistant. 

149.  Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agastisvaram)  :  (a)  Is  it  a  fact 
that  Mr.  K.  Srinivasa  Rao  B.  a.,  sub.  pro  tern.  Devaswom  Assistant  Com¬ 
missioner,  has  acted  as  a  Division  Assistant  and  First  Class  Magistrate 
for  more  than  one  year  previous  to  the. Devaswom  reorganisation? 
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( b )  Is  it  proposed  to  supersede  Mr.  Srinivasa  Eao  in  filling  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Ivurien  B.  a.,  Division 
Assistant,  Perumpavur  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Seere'ary  to  Government)  \ 

(a)  Yes, 

( b )  No, 


Change  of  Hallman  Timings. 

150.  Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarukara.  cum  Kun- 
nattur)  :  (a)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  two  motor  buses  are 
running  four  times  daily  between  Quilon  and  Trivandrum  carrying  on 
an  average  one  hundred  passengers  who  pay  a  charge  of  Re.  1  per 
head  ? 

(5)  Will  it  not  be  possible  for  the  Government  to  negotiate  with  " 
the  railway  authorities  to  change  the  timings  of  the  first  or  the  second 
shuttle  train  from  Quilon  to  about  9  a.  m„  so  that  passengers  arriving 
at  Quilon  by  steam  boats  might  take  train  to  Trivandrum  rather  than 
travel  in  buses,  and  thereby  increase  the  railway  revenue  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  There  is  a  motor  service  between  Quilon  and  Trivandrum. 

(b)  The  attention  of  the  railway  authorities  will  be  drawm  to 
the  suggestion. 

Extension  of  Service  to  Mr.  B.  Viraraghava  Aiyangar. 

.  151.  Mr-  M.  N-  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum, ) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  give  an  assurance  that  they  will  not  give  any  ex¬ 
tension  of  service  to  Rao  Bahadur  R.  Viraraghava  Aiyangar,  Chief 
Justice? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  : 
The  Government  are  unable  to  give  any  kind  of  assurance. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {L'rivanilrim) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  why  they  are  unable  to  give  an  assurance  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ’{Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
For  the  obvious  reason  that  the  appointment  of  the  Chief  Justice  is  one. 
of  the  two  appointments  made  direct  by  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja- 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (T  riraninnn) :  Has  he  applied  for  any  ex¬ 
tension  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-.  That 
does  not  arise. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Do  the  Government  propose 
to  give  an  extension  to  him? 

PRESIDENT :  That  has  already  been  answered, 
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Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  I  want  to  know  whether  he 
has  applied  for  extension. 

Mr.  R.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Sir,  I  doubt  whether  it  is  a  supplementary  question. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  think  it  is. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
Then  my  answer  is  that  he  has  not  applied. 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  the  Legislative 
Council)-.  Question  No.  181  (152). 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  I  have  not  finished  ;  I  want  to 
ask  another  question. 

In  case  extension  is  not  given  to  the  Chief  Justice,  do  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  intend  importing  an  outsider  ? 

PRESIDENT:  That  does  not  arise. 

'*  Law  Officers  of  Government. 

152.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  Are  the  Government 
aware  that  there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  the  country  because  the  Head 
Sirkar  Vakil,  the  Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil,  and  their  Assistants, 
all  belong  to  one  community  2 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  : 
The  Government  are  not  aware. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (T rivandrum) ;  If  the  Government  are  not 
aware,  let  me  assure  them  that  there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  the  country. 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  not  a  question.  {Laughter.) 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (I rivandrum)  :  Are  the  Government  aware 
that  all  the  above-mentioned  officers  belong  to  one  community ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 
That  is  implied  in  the  question  itself. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum)  :  Do  they  not  see  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  injustice  done  to  other  communities  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  I  am  afraid  that  question  must  be  disallowed,  be¬ 
cause  it  carries  an  insinuation  with  it. 

.  Non-Brahmin  Hindu  Officers  and  the  Education  Department. 

153.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Are  the  Government 
aware  that  for  some  years  past  Nair  and  other  non-Brahmin  Hindu 
officers  have  not  been  receiving  adequate  encouragement  in  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Department  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)'. 
The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Purchase  of  Foreign  Articles  for  Government  Use. 

154.  Me.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chengannur  culn  Pat - 
tanamtitta)  'Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  furnish  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  quantity  of  foreign  articles  purchased  from  India  and  out¬ 
side,  for  the  use  of  the  various  departments  of  the  State,  together  with 
the  total  amount  spent  by  each  department  for  the  purchase  thereof  ? 
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Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 
Government  are  unable  to  furnish  an  answer  as  the  period  for  which 
the  information  is  required  has  not  been  specified. 

Mb.  M.  E.  MADHAYA  VARIAR  (Ghcngamuir  ciun  Vattanam - 
titta ):  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  furnish  an  answer  if  the 
question  relates  to  the  year  1098  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Go  comment) : 
Yes ;  but  not  immediately,  because  the  necessary  information  has  to  be 
called  for. 

Opium  Monopoly. 

155.  Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Cheiujannur  cum  Pat - 
tanamtitta) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  give  a  statement 
showing : 

(а)  the  amount  of  money  spent  by  the  Government  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  opium  from  Madras ; 

(б)  the  price  of  opium  and  the  duty  paid  thereon  ; 

(a)  the  duty  levied  in  Travancore ;  aud 

id)  the  duty  derived  by  the  Government  from  this  transaction  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVAKA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Govern,,, ent)  : 

(a)  The  amount  depends  upon  the,  price  fixed  by  the  Madras 
Government  for  opium  from  time  to  time. 

(b)  This  Government  now  gets  opium  from  Madras  at  Eh. 
Rs.  70  per  seer,  which  is  made  up  of  Rs.  23  , being  the  cost  price,  aud 
Rs.  47,  being  the  duty  charged  by  the  Madras  Government. 

:  (c)  and  (d)  No  duty  is  levied  on  opium  in  Travancore.  But 

opium  is  sold  to  the  licensed  shopkeepers  at  Rs.  2  per  seer  more  than 
the  price  paid  to  the  British  Government.  The  excess  of  Rs.  2  covers 
transport  and  other  incidental  charges. 

Expenditure  on  British  Empire  Exhibition. 

156.  Mb,  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chemjammr  cum  Pat- 
tanamtitta)-.  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  sum 
has  hitherto  been  spent  for  the  British  Empire  Exhibition  by  the  Tra¬ 
vancore  Government  and  how  many  rupees  more  the  Government  in¬ 
tend  to  spend  on  that  behalf  V 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
A  sum  of  Rs.  41,739  has  been  spent  on  account  of  the  British  Empire 
Exhibition  till  the  endofDhanu,  1099.  Rs.  43,181  more  will  be  required 
during  this  year. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Cheng an nur  cum  L'attanain- 
titta ) :  May  I  know  whether  the  Government  contemplate  spending  any 
more  money  '  next  year  on  this  account? 

•  Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  .to  Government) ; 
No  definite  answer  can  be  given  now. 
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Ayurveda  1  ’ harmucy . 

157.  Mu.  K.  PAEAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (TimvaUa) :  (a)  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the  audit  report  on  the 
Ayurveda  Pharmacy  has  been  considered  by  them  and  whether  orders 
have  been  passed  thereon  ? 

(6)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  the  said  report  on 
the  table? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PIILLA1  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government); 

(a)  The  report  is  still  under  consideration  and  final  orders  have 
not  yet  been  issued. 

( b )  The  question  will  be  considered  when  final  orders  are  issued, 

Mb.  K.  PAEAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla):  May  I  know 

for  how  long  this  matter  has  been  pending  with  the  Government  now  ? 

Me.  E.  KE1SHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
■J?or  about  seven  months. 

Me.  K.  PAEAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( TimvaUa ) :  May  I  know 
when  we  may  expect  final  orders  to  be  passed  ? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Final  orders  will  be  passed  as  early  as  possible.  {Laugh ter.) 

Me.  K.  PAEAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (TimvaUa)  :  That  is  very 
vague.  May  I  know  approximately  what  further  time  the  Government 
will  take  for  passing  orders  ? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  \ 
I  do  not  think  it  will  take  more  than  a  month. 

Prohibition  of  Ezhava  Processions  at  Alleppey. 

158.  Me.  N.  KUMAEAN  (Nominated) ;  (a)  Have  the  Govern¬ 

ment  received  any  memorial  from  the  Ezhavas  of  Alleppey  praying 
for  permission  to  take  their  processions  through  the  public  roads  on 
either  side  of  the  Commercial  Canal  ? 

(6)  If  so,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  pass  early  orders 
removing  the  prohibition  and  enabling  the  memorialists  to  take  their 
processions  through  the  streets  in  question  ? 

ME.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  and  (6)  A  memorial  on  the  subject  was  received  from  the 
Ezhavas  of  Alleppey  on  the  18th  August,  1020.  It  was  referred  to  the 
District  Magistrate,'  Qui'lon,  and  as  he  was  against  granting  the  prayer 
of  the  memorialists,  the  memorial  was  recorded  on  the  14th  June,  1921. 
Government  will  re-examine  the  question. 

Preference  to  Nanjanad  Vellala  Women  in  Girls'  Schools. 

159.  Me.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  (Kalhdam  cum 
;  Tovalc 0 :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  issue  instructions  to 

the  authorities  concerned  to  .give  preferential  consideration  to  the  women 
applicants  of  the  Nanjanad  Vellala  community,  when  filling  vacancies 
in  the  Girls’  School  branch  of  the  Education  Department? 
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Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAli  (Secretary  to  Guoem  nem) ;  The 
answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Van  Boss's  Case. 

160.  Mr.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Bran-id  cum  Yilavaulml)  • 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether,  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  Van  Eoss-Poti  case,  they  propose  to  meet  the  cost  of  Mr.  Van 
Boss  ? 

(b)  If  so,  what  are  the  reasons  for  doing  so  V 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  (iovcmwnf)-. 

(a)  Government  have  engaged  a  vakil  to  conduct  the  prose¬ 
cution. 

(b)  The  member's  attention  is  invited  to  Circular  No  J.  835, 
dated  the  Kith  February,  1910  (vide  page  75,  Vol.  Ill,  Land  liceemU 
Manual). 

Revenue  under  Customs  Duty. 

161.  Mr;  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (E  rani  cl  cum  VUacmkod) : 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a 
statement  showing  the  revenue  of  the  State  under  customs  duty  in  1090, 
1097  and  1098? 

(b)  What  was  the  amount  received  by  them  during  these  years 
from  the  British  Government  under  the  Interportal  Trade  Convention  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government): 

( a 0  The  statement  asked  for  is  given  below  : — 

1096  Rs.  23,30,284. 

1097  Es.  26,83,881. 

1098  Rs.  25,23,964. 

The  above  amounts  include  the  compensation  received  from  the 
British  Government  under  the  Interportal  Trade  Convention  for  the 
years  in  question. 

(b)  1096  Rs.  38,692. 

1097  Rs.  36,653. 

1098  Es,  10,543. 

Sale  of  Liquor  after  8  P.  M. 

.162.  Mr.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eraniel  cum  VilavanJcod) :  With 
reference  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  49  asked  on  the  18th  Kar- 
katakam,  1098,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the 
Excise  Inspector  referred  to  therein  was  punished,  and,  if  so,  what  was 
the  punishment  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 

The  Excise  Inspector  was  fined  Rs.  5  and  warned. 
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RESOLUTIONS  ON  MATTERS  OF  GENERAL 
PUBLIC  INTEREST, 

Appointment  of  a  Committee  for  Improvement  of  Paddy  Cultivation.— ( eontd.) 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries) :  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr. 
C.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai,  I  beg  to  point  out  the  following  facts  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  this  House.  His  statement  that  there  is  a  considerable  in¬ 
crease  in  the  import  of  paddy  is  based  on  the  figures  showing  the  value 
of  paddy  and  rice  imported  into  the  country.  (A  voice:  “Louder,  please".) 
If  the  value  increases,  it  does  not  naturally  follow  that  the  quantity  will 
also  increase,  In  calculations  like  this,  it  is  the  quantity  that  should 
be  taken  into  account.  Even  if  there  is  an  increase  in  the  quantity  im¬ 
ported  in  the  course  of  ten  or  fifteen  years,  it  does  not  mean  that  the  local 
output  has  become  less.  The  quantity  required  for  consumption 
depends  on  the  population  and  the  standard  of  living  of  the  people. 
Further,  the  statistics  collected  by  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai,  the  permanent 
Director  of  Agriculture,  in  1917,  showed  that  5,77,000  acres  of  land  were 
then  under  paddy  cultivation;  but,  accordingto  the  latest  agricultural  stati¬ 
stics,  the  area  under  paddy  cultivation  is  6,57,000  acres.  Though  there 
might  have  been  some  decrease  in  the  yield  of  paddy  in  some  localities, 
this  would  be  small  when  compared  to  tire  output  from  the  increased 
areas  brought  under  cultivation  by  the  reclamation  of  backwaters  and  by 
throwing  out  forest  lands  for  cultivation  and  by  the  substantial  increase 
in  the  production  of  paddy  in  South  Travancore  as  a  result  of  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Ivodayar  dam.  Government  admit  that  there  is  room 
for  further  development  of  paddy  cultivation,  both  extensively  and  in¬ 
tensively,  and  they  are  doing  all  that  is  necessary  in  the  matter. 

Me.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavanlcod) : 
araictonb  rtfilasailrmoo^cSta&J  Giotsoo  cejlglantscro  orison  o 

aiiii5)^aj(!S<8cnDo,  AosrorojantscBCTno  ? 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  Should  I  answer  in  English  or  in  Malayalam  ? 

PRESIDENT :  You  may  answer  in  English. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI:  (Ag.  Director  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries) :  In  certain  localities  there  is  a  decided  increase, 
but  in  certain  other  localities  there  is  a  decrease.  This  decrease  is 
mainly  due  to  the  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  the  cultivators  them¬ 
selves. 

Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eraniel  cum  Vilavahkod)  : 
cftlflaiKscno  a®cno  n_ocQ)cm  ? 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI:  (Ag.  Director  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries ) :  In  most  places  near  the  paddy  farm  at  Nager- 
coil,  there  is  a  decided  increase,  and,  then  again,  in  certain  localities 
near  Mahadanapuram  and  Tazhakkudi,  Of.  course,  I  am  not  in  a 
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position  to  mention  off-hand  all  the  areas  where  there  is  a  decided,  in¬ 
crease  ;  but,  all  the  same,  I  shall  point  out  in  a  rough  way  the  localities 
where  there  is  a  substantial  increase. 

Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod ) : 
Qjlgaj  cfcoajgj&anlaQgig.  <0>o(D<srno  ^osSesaosBffls  orycfeMaaoajetftosngo 
s»smcno  ojostokss^o.  (srasKBvssrasioocfflosno  ? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (.Iff.  Director  of  Agri- 
culture  ami  Fisheries) :  They  do  not  take  particular  care  in  the  matter 
of  manuring,  in  the  preparation  of  the  soil  and  in  the  matter  of  using 
selected  seeds  of  improved  varieties. 

Mr.  T.  ^  KUMARA  PILLAI  {Emniel  cum  Vilavankod) : 

<mrtg(mj,cmvU)0‘3no  &o»sros)2>cTr>olGQ)06>2)o  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (.1  r/.  Director  of  Agri-’ 
culture  ami  Fisheries )  :  Certainly. 

Mr.  T.  K..VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum,  cum  Nedmnangad ) :  If 
that  is  so,  I  wish  to  ask  how  many  had  been  getting  better  harvest  in 
past  years. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (.-Iff.  Director  of  Agri - 
culture  and  Fisheries ):  I  shall  explain  that.  As  the  cultivation 
continues  for  a  very  long  time,  the  soil  will  get  exhausted,  and 
unless  we  do  something  to  increase  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  naturally 
the  soil  will  suffer  and  the  out-put  will  decrease. 

MR.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod)'.  go® 
<&0§)6)<5K»  .Q^fjnglcssiosrhln/  cskxtoIod  eo-i6n§  nruaooao>o  o>.aj£g  at>  coaxieni 
ffladjotaoo  <sro61d51.aJ!Gsnso  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  :  That  is  exactly  what  we  have  been  doing.  We  have 
conducted  a  soil  survey  of  the  whole  of  Nanjanad.  I  myself  was  doing 
the  work.  I  have  analysed  typical  samples  of  soils  taken  from  almost 
all  the  areas  in  Nanjanad  and  have  pointed  out  their  defects.  Our  con¬ 
clusions  are  that  our  soils  are  lacking  very  much  in  phosphoric  acid  and 
we  are  suggesting  certain  lines  and  advising  the  cultivators  very  often  in 
this  matter  and  issuing  leaflets  which  contain  the  conclusions  based 
upon  the  results  achieved  by  our  experiments. 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottarakara  cum  Kunnat- 
tur):  Has  the  department  made  experiments  in  regard,  to  the  nature 
of  the  soil  of  any  other  taluk? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries )  :  Not  to  the  same  extent  as  we  have  done. in  the  ease  of 
Nanjanad  and  Kuttanad. 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cuni  Enmtat-' 
tut) ;  May  I  know  in  what  other  taluks  the  enquiry  has  been  made 
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Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Birector  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  :  The  whole  of  Kuttanad,  i.  e.,  the  area  comprised  by 
the  low-lying  lauds  of  Changanachery,  Ambalapuzha  and  Kartikapalli, 
and  portions  of  Kottayam  also. 

MR.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottarakara  cum  Eunnat- 
tur )  :  Any  scheme  drawn  up  to  improve  the  yield  from  the  land  ? 

PRESIDENT :  He  has  already  answered  that.  He  said  that  bul¬ 
letins  containing  the  results  of  the  investigations  of  the  department  have 
been  published  and  that  they  contain  suggestions  regarding  suitable 
manures. 

Me.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottarakara  cum  KunnaU 
fur) :  So  the  enquiry  has  not  been  extended  to  all  the  taluks  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  It  is  a  laborious  process.  For  the  soil  survey  of  Nan- 
-janad  itself  it  took  about  half  a  dozen  years.  For  Kuttanad  also,  we 
required  the  same  number  of  years.  Now  we  have  taken  up  Vaikam. 
We  will  extend  it  to  another  taluk,  probably  next  year. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai );  Have  you  ever  had 
to  analyse  the  soil  of  paddy  lands  at  Shertallai  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries ):  I  have  analysed  two  samples  from  Shertallai.  The  paddy 
lands  of  Shertallai  consist  of  loose  white  sand  containing  a  very  low  per¬ 
centage  of  plant  food  materials,  and,  unless  yon  manure  the  soil,  the 
yield  will  be  very  very  low. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  Is  it  that  the  soil 
that  you  analysed  is  of  a  loose  sand  variety  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVAR&N  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries ) :  Yes,  and  it  contains  less  than  one  per  cent-  of  organic 
matter  only. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAY ANA  PILLAI  (Amhalapuzha)  :  Have  you 
examined  all  the  kari  lands  in  Travancore? 

.  Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  TILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  :  Yes,  I  have  examined  them  all  over  Travancore. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (. Mavelikam  cum  Kartikapalli)  : 
Will  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  be  able  to  tell  us  what  defects  he  found 
in  the  kari  lands  and  whether  they  are  capable  of  remedy  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  :  We  have  got  kari  lands  at  Purakkad,  Turavur, 
Vechur  and  Chempil  and  certain  parts  of  Muvattupuza.  We  have  con¬ 
ducted  investigations  of  samples  of  soils  taken  from  different,  places  in 
all  these  localities,  and  we  find  that  the  organic  matter  present  consists 
mostly  of  partially  decomposed  vegetable  matter.  In  some  places  we 
find  as  much  as  about  40  per  cent,  of  organic  matter.  In  typical  paddy 
soil,  the  percentage  of  organic  matter,  should  be  somewhere  between  7 
and  10  per  cent.  If  it  is  more  than  that,  the  chances  are  that  the  soil 
will  become  aci,d,ic.  and  the  biological  activity  of  the  soil  will  come  to  a 
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standstill.  And  the  manure  present  in  the  soil  cannot  be  rendered 
fit  for  absorption.  In  the  case  of  Purakkad  karl  lands,  we  find 
in  certain  cases  28  per  cent,  of  organic  matter  present.  That  is  too 
much.  We  do  not  want  more  than  10  or  15  per  cent.  In  such 
cases,  we  advise  she  cultivators  to  apply  plenty  of  lime,  say, 
2  to  3  tons  per  acre.  The  drainage  is  very  important.  Unless  we 
drain  the  soil  well,  air  cannot  enter  freely  into  it  and  render  the  plant 
material  present  in  the  soil  capable  of  being  absorbed  by  the  plant, 
That  means,  there  should  be  plenty  of  airation  in  the  soil.  Then  there 
are,  I  think,  some  other  defects,  -rit.,  the  presence,  of  an  immense 
amount  of  organic  acid  that  can  also  be  removed  by  the  application  of 
lime  and  by  means  of  proper  drainage. 

Mr.  8.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Marclikara  cum  Eartikapalli) :  Has 
Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  analysed  the  efflorescence  found  in  the  hari- 
landsof  Purakkad? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  :  Yes,  I  have  done  that.  It  contains  sodium  chloride 
and  in  some  cases  sulphates  and  carbonates  of  magnesium  and  calcium. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  I{artikaj>aUi)  :  Does 
he  know  that  in  Travancore  we  have  not  more  than  ten  cents  of  paddy 
lands  per  head  of  population  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ay.  Director  of  Agriculture, 
and  Fisheries) :  The  total  area  of  paddy  lands  is,  I  think,  6,57,000 
acres,  at  present,  according  to  the  latest  agricultural  statistics.  We 
know  the  population  of  the  State  and  if  you  divide  it  by  the  number  of 
the  population  we  can  get  the  answer  easily. 

PRESIDENT:  It  requires  some  calculation.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries, 
North)  :  Some  of  the  ryots  are  told  that  the  application  of  fish  guano 
manure  is  valuable.  From  what  you  say  there  is  already  too  much  of 
organic  matter.  May  I  know  how  the  fish  manure  could  remedy  the 
defects  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ay.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  I  am  sorry  I  have  been  misunderstood.  Organic 
matter  means  substances  of  vegetable  and  animal  origin.  It  may  or  may 
not  be  rich  in  phosphoric  acid  and  the  idea  of  supplying  fish  manure  is 
to  add  to  the  phosphoric  acid  contents  in  the  soil.  Fish  guano  con¬ 
tains  abont  8  per  cent,  of  phosphoric  acid  and  it  will  naturally  add  to 
the  phosphoric  acid  already  present  in  the  soil  and  then  the  result 
will  he  very  good. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapnzha) :  May  I  know 
whether  the  investigations  which  the  Director  of  Agriculture  was  carry¬ 
ing  on  with  respect  to  Purakkad  kari  lands  have  been  closed  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ay.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  No.  The  problems  involved  in  the  investigation  of 
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had  1  ands  are  purely  of  a  biochemical  nature.  So  far,  we  have  been 
able  to  conduct  only  chemical  investigation.  The  biological  side  has 
to  be  taken  up.  For  that,  we  want  a  man  specially  trained  in  soil 
bacteriology.  The  Government  have  deputed  a  man  for  training ;  and 
as  soon  as  he  comes  back,  this  question  will  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (.1  „lalajmJw) :  Is  the  depart¬ 
ment  in  a  position  to  give  an  assurance  that  the  l  ari,  lands  in  the 
Ambalapuzha  taluk  may  be  rendered  cultivable  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI(,h/.  Din  dor  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  The  results  obtained  so  far  are  very  encouraging.  Fur¬ 
ther  investigations  have  to  be  conducted.  We  can  come  to  a  definite 
conclusion  only  after  we  complete  the  investigations. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapiaho)  :  Will  he  give 
some  adequate  idea  as  to  the  percentage  of  land  lying  uncultivated  ? 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
Tind  Fisheries)  :  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  you  that  information  at  pre¬ 
sent. 

PRESIDENT :  Please  proceed. 

Mr  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  Mr.  Kochuklinju  Pillai’s  idea  is  to  get  a  committee 
appointed  to  suggest  methods  for  improvement  in  regard  to  inten¬ 
sive  and  extensive  cultivation.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  failure  of  crops  is 
ordinarily  due  to  the  rainfall  being  scanty  or  excessive.  Both  of  these 
are  causes  beyond  our  control.  Under  normal  conditions,  if  the  cultiva¬ 
tors  pay  sufficient  attention  to  the  preparation  of  the  soil,  to  manuring, 
to  watering  and  to  the  use  of  the  right  kind  of  seed,  there  cannot  be  any 
failure  of  crops.  These  causes  are  very  patent  and  I  do  not  find  any 
necessity  for  appointing  a  special  committee  to  investigate  them. 

Mr.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  ciun  Vildvanjcod ) :  6>(TOd96iai> 

(ml«sojl(tnoo^61(o6  aorooaorol  oolaj6SBalffi6  ^asSi  iragjssrasmo  aosgago  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {Ag.  Director  oj  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  I  will  tell  you  at  the  very  outset — 

PRESIDENT  :  You  will  have  to  address  me.  - 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture, 
and  Fisheries) :  I  may  say  at  the  very  outset  that  some  of  these  ques¬ 
tions  I  may  not  be  able  to  answer  off-hand.  ' 

Mr.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilamnkod)  :  mra@§ 
ciDo  oQ)?ictbo  ffimogjo  <acic^aJ0o96))a£l6)gjorro  ffiraworoerro,  aonooao®) 
cn1&J6S0Ooc0s  <2tp6>o-icg)  d£l|oma^Jgg.o  <2>o(@g0Q3)§^;  <si®  cTUOe'6&Bgfkaf> 
asreotarm  cfcoajlQOo  ojfSlocxolcestaat)  aigjaoggajo  &<ssn§o  . 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)'.  Yes;  I  know.  . 
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Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  [Eranicl  cnin  Vihaumkod)-.  <sk>®) 
6>oo  ©rocu(i)  Q0S5S61OO  ojrolaofflltfiao? 

Mb.  K.  P AE AME S V ARAN  PILLAI  (1;/.  Director  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries) ;  When  the  rainfall  fails,  naturally  we  have  to 
resort  to  minor  works  of  irrigation.  Water  has  to  be  stored  and  got 
from  other  sources. 

Me,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedmumgad) : 
Has  the  Agricultural  Department  addressed  the  Government  on  the 
necessity  of  improving  irrigation  in  such  manamari  lands? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  Director  of  Agricul¬ 

ture  and  Fisheries)  ;  I  am  not  quite  sure,  I  think  probably  the  depart¬ 
ment  has. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  can  answer  the  question.  I  do  not,  however, 
want  to  join  in  the  debate,  for.'  obvious  reasons.  The  House  will  remem¬ 
ber  that  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  been  absent  for  a  long  time,  and 
he  has  returned  only  a  month  or  two  back,  and  so  he  may  not  be 
acquainted  with  all  the  activities  of  the  department. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum,  cum  N edumangad)  :  I 
wish  to  offer  a  word  of  personal  explanation.  From  the  way  in  which 
he  answered  the  questions,  personally  I  was  satisfied  that  he  was  up 
to  the  mark  in  answering  questions. 

PRESIDENT;  He  has  been  trying  his  level  best  to  pick  up 
information  and  he  has  been  doing  a  good  deal  in  that  way. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agri - 
culture  and  Fisheries) :  First  of  all,  the  committee  is  to  enquire  into 
the  cause  of  failure  of  crops  and  then  to  suggest  methods  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  extensive  and  intensive  methods  of  cultivation.  Of 
course,  I  explained  something  about  the  failure  of  crops.  The  causes 
are  so  very  patent  that  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  a  committee  should 
be  appointed  to  investigate  the  question. 

In  regard  to  intensive  and  extensive  cultivation,  this  question  was 
considered  at  great  length  by  the  Economic  Development  Board  at 
some  of  its  early  meetings.  The  Board  collected  all  available  and  ne* 
cessary  data  on  the  subject  and  aftercareful  examination  made  its  con¬ 
sidered  recommendation  to  the  Government  as  to  how  intensive  and  ex¬ 
tensive  cultivation  should  be  improved.  It  was  as  the  result  of  the 
action  taken  by  the  Government  on  the  above  recommendation  that  local 
committees  were  appointed  to  report  on  the'  question  of  disafforesting 
swampy  lands  suitable  for  paddy  cultivation. 

Me.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kotturakara  cum  Kumathir ): 
May  I  know  whether  the  members  of  tthe  Board  have  inspected  the 
different  taluks  and  the  paddy  fields  in  those  places  ? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLATGlp.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  The  Board  has  got  representatives  from  all  parts  of 
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Travanooro  and  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  who  is  also  on  it,  knows 
what  the  condition  of  paddv  hinds  all  over  the  State  is. 

Mn.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJ  LT  PTLLAI  (KoUamkara  cum  Kvn- 
iiattur) :  May  I  know  whether  they  have  gone  into  the  different  parts 
of  the  State  to  collect  information  regarding  the  different  taluks  '> 

Mb.  K.  FAltAMESVAKAN  PILLAI  {.Uj.  Director  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries) :  So  far  as  I  know,  they  had  no  necessity  for  that. 
Action  is  being  taken  by  the  Government  on  the  recommendation  of 
these  committees.  The  question  of  the  roclnmatian  of  alkali  and  kari, 
lands  for  paddy  cultivation  has  already  received  the  special  attention 
of  the  Govormneut.  A  preliminary  survey  of  such  lands  lias  been  made 
and  an  officer  of  the  Agricultural  Department  has  been  deputed  to  the 
Agricultural  Itcsearch  institute,  Pusa,  for  training  in  soil  bacteriology 
with  a  view  to  equip  bun  fully  for  the  biological  investigation  of  liari 
lands. 

As  regards  intensive  cultivation,  the  aim  is  to  secure  the  maxi¬ 
mum  yield  from  the  soil  at  the  minimum  cost.  This  can  he  done 
by  the  introduction  of  improved  varieties  of  seeds,  bv  proper  tillage, 
by  scientific  manuring,  by  the  adoption  of  improved  cultural  methods 
and  by  keeping  off  fungoid  and  insect  pests.  Prom  the  annual  re¬ 
ports  and  other  publications  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  department  is  doing  all  that  is  possible  in  this  direction. 
There  is  a  paddy  farm  at  Nagercoil  whore  improved  varieties  of 
paddy  seeds  are  being  produced  and  distributed  to  the  ryots,  especially 
through  the  agency  of  seed  unions  organised  by  the  department.  The 
seeds,  selected  in  the  farm,  find  a  ready  sale,  and  arrangements  have 
also  been  made  at  other  places  for  supplying  selected  seeds  to  ryots. 
The  department  has  tried  various  kinds  of  agricultural  implements  and 
those  which  are  found  to  be  suited  to  our  local  conditions  are  being 
popularised.  .  The  Climax  and  the  Meston  ploughs  and  the  plough 
manufactured  in  the  Agricultural  School  at  Alwaye  have  been  found 
to  be  very  useful  and  they  are  being  stocked  and  supplied  at  cost 
price.  Tractor-ploughing,  with  a  view  to  reduce  the  cost  of  cultivation, 
has  been  tried  and  is  being  demonstrated  with  much  success  in  South 
Travancore,  where  200  to  300  acres  of  paddy  lands  a, re  ploughed  an¬ 
nually  with  the  motor  tractor  belonging  to  the  department.  The  de¬ 
partment  took  up  the  question  of  supplying  scientific  manures  even 
from  its  very  start-  Oil  cakes,  lish  manure  ami  other  local  manures, 
which  used  to  be  either  exported,  or  wasted  some  years  ago,  are  being 
collected  and  sold  within  the  country  by  the  department  as  well  as  by 
private  merchants  and  firms.  The  steady  fall  in  the  export  of  these 
stuffs  from  the  country,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  figures  supplied  by 
the  Excise  Department,  is  due  entirely  to  their  use  within  the  country. 
Chemical  manures  are  also  being  got  down  from  outside  and  supplied  to 
the  ryots  at  cost  price.  At  first  the  work  was  done  by  the  department 
by  opening  a  few  Government  depots.  As  the  demand  for  manures  in¬ 
creased,  the  department  began  to  enlist  the  co-operation  of  private 
agencies  and  at  present  there  are .  about  forty  depots  managed  by 
commission  agents,  some  of  them  being  co-operative  societies.  There 
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are  also  two  private  companies  at  Alleppey  which  do  a  large  volume  of 
work  in  this  direction,  The  Mycologist  and  the  Entomologist,  as  well 
as  the  district  staff,  are  ever  on  the  alert  to  investigate  and  find  out 
successful  methods  of  keeping  off  plant  pests  and  diseases. 

Prom  what  has  been  said,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Agricultural  De¬ 
partment  is  doing  all  that  is  possible  in  improving  intensive  cultivation 
in  the  country.  More  than  all  these,  demonstrations  are  being  con¬ 
ducted  bv  the  department  on  ryots’  lands  at  several  places,  the  owners 
themselves  being  made  to  do  all  work  under  the  supervision  of  the 
department.  The  possibility  of  annual  cultivation  of,  jiimja  lands  by 
the  adoption  of  systematic  tillage  and  judicious  manuring  has  been  ex¬ 
perimented  for  5  years  on  30  acres  of  punja  lands  and  the  method  is 
now  being  demonstrated  in  four  important  centres.  A  special  com¬ 
mittee,  even  if  appointed,  may  not  have  anything  more  to  suggest. 
Since  the  Agricultural  Department  is  doing  all  that  is  possible  and 
necessary  for  the  improvement  of  intensive  cultivation  of  paddy  and 
since  the  subject  has  recently  been  fully  examined  by  the  Economic 
Development  Board,  composed  of  members  thoroughly  competent,  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  question,  it  will  be  only  waste  of  public  money  to  appoiut  a 
separate  committee  for  the  purpose. 

Each  of  the  several  problems  which  has  to  be  solved  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  subject  of  this  resolution  is  so  important  and 
difficult  that  it  will  take  many  years  before  it  can  be  success¬ 
fully  solved,  and  it  has  to  be  tackled  carefully  and  gradually  and 
that  is  what  the  Government  are  doing.  But  if  all  these  problems  are  to 
be  investigated  by  a  single  committee,  the  field  of  its  enquiries  becomes 
so.  vast  that  it  cannot  be  expected  to  complete  the  investi¬ 
gations  and  offer  practical  suggestions  within  a  reasonable  ti  no,  and 
when  it  ultimately  does  so,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  it  will  be  found  that 
the  cost  involved  in  carrying  out  all  the  suggestions  simultaneously 
will  be  gigantic. 

Of  course,  some  of  the  members  referred  to  the  supply  of  green 
leaf  manure  and  other  things.  What  I  have  said  will  cover,  I  hope, 
everything  in  regard  to  manuring. 

Mr:.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ('/' riuaadrum  cum  Ncduwanga'.l)  ’■ 
May  I  know  how  the  Agricultural  Department  proposes  to  prevent  the 
filling  up  of  paddy  fields  by  the  earth  brought  down  from  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  hills  and  neighbouring  lands  on  a  higher  level  ‘f 

Mb.  K  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  :  Of  course,  that  is  left  to  the  owners  themselves. 
What  is  suggested  is  to  have  terraces  or  trenches  constructed  so  as  to 
prevent  it. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  \  Is 
there  no  practical  remedy  which  the  department  can  propose  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  I  think  this  is  quite  practicable. 

Mr.  B.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  (Conservator  of  Forests)  ;  Uy 
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friend  Mr.  Pam, mesvaran  Pillai  has  explained  to  the  House  what  his 
department  has  been  doing  in  the  matter  of  intensive  cultivation  of 
paddy.  With  regard  to  extensive  cultivation,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  Government  have  been  taking  interest  in  the  matter-  The  matter 
was  taken  up  by  the  Economic  Development  Board  at  their  meeting 
in  1097,  and  the  subject  was  considered  in  all  its  aspects.  The  Economic 
Development  Board,  at  that  time,  consisted  of  representatives  from 
different  parts  of  the  State,  and  the  subject  was  thoroughly  discussed 
and  it  was  resolved  that  the  Board  should  make  a  recommendation  to 
the  Government  with  regard  to  the  investigation  of  the.  following 
projects 

(1)  To  investigate  new'  irrigation  projects  such  as  Adirapalli, 
Kottappara,  etc.,  (2)  to  throw  open  lands  within  reserved  forests  fit  for 
paddy  cultivation  ;  (3)  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  reclaiming  the 
Kayanlmlam  lake,  and  also  to  take  steps  in  regard  to  the  reclamation 
of  submerged  areas  in  Munambam,  Parin',  Kaippizha  and  other  places  ; 
Jtnd  (4)  to  restore  minor  irrigation  works,  to  repair  irrigation  and 
drainage  channels  in  th e  puuja  lands,  to  investigate  the  CJiaiakltal  toclv, 
Kaviyur  and  other  cognate  schemes,  and  to  ascertain  the  possibilities 
of  extending  irrigation  from  the  Sastancottah  lake.  It  was  also  resolved 
to  approach  the  Government  to  appoint  a  special  engineer  lor  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Ivochukrmju  Pillai  was  asking  us  whether  we  had  a  compre¬ 
hensive  scheme  considered  for  the  whole  State.  Tire  above  summary 
will  show  that  the  whole  question  has  been  gone  into  carefully. 
With  regard  to  the  recommendations  made,  I  may  say  that  Gov¬ 
ernment  have  already  taken  action  on  many  of'  them.  Committees  were 
appointed  for  several  taluks  to  select  lands  fit  for  paddy  cultivation 
from  reserves.  We  have  now  received  reports  of  the  Pattanapuram, 
Devicolam  and  Peermade  taluk  Committees.  Government  have  passed 
orders  on  these  reports  by  which  an  area  of  1,150  acres  in  the  Devicolam 
taluk,  790  in  the  Peermade  taluk,  and  about  200  in  the  Pattanapuram 
taluk  is  made  available  from  inside  reserves  for  the  cultivation  of  paddy. 
The  committees  appointed  for  the  Sheneottah,  Pattanamtitta  and  Todu- 
puzha  taluks  have  not  submitted  their  reports,  but  from  the  reports  I 
received,  I  may  say  that  the  lands  to  be  made  available  for  paddy 
cultivation  in  these  taluks  will  be  even  greater. 

For  the  restoration  of  minor  irrigation  works,  Government  have 
also  taken  action,  and  more  l’nnds  are  provided  for  this  purpose 
in  the  current  year’s  budget,  and  I  know  that  some  progress  is  being 
made  in  this  direction  in  regard  to  the  utilisation  of  water  from  the 
Sastancottah  lake  for  irrigational  purposes.  The  Chief  Engineer  will  be 
in  a  position  to  tell  us  what  progress  has  been  made  in  regard  to  other 
works.  As  regards  the  Adirapalli  Scheme,  the  project  is  expected  to  bring 
two  thousand  five  hundred  acres  under  paddy  cultivation.  Government 
have  already  taken  steps  in  regard  to  this  matter,  but  on  account  of 
some  objection  raised  bv  the  Cochin  Government  the  matter  is  being 
delayed  somewhat.  Nevertheless,  the  preliminary  works  in  connection 
therewith  are  being  proceeded  with.  A  road  as  far  as  Adirapalli  has 
been  traced  and  I  believe  some  work  on  it  is  also  done  this  year.  So  far 
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as  Travancore  is  concerned,  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  utilise  all  lands 
for  the  cultivation  of  paddy.  Only  such  lands  as  are  suitable  for  paddy 
cultivation  can  be  made  available.  An  area  of  800  acres  at  Mannavan- 
kandam  in  the  upper  source  of  the  Deviar  river,  a  tributary  of  the 
Periyar  river,  has  already  been  disafforested  from  the  lVIalayatfur  Reserve, 
though  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  area  can  be  increased  by  at  least 
another  500  acres.  But  the.  area  is  somewhat  remote  ;  and  unless  a 
syndicate  or  a  big  concern  with  sufficient  capital  takes  it  up,  it  may  not 
be  possible  to  improve  the  land.  The  slopes  ol  the  hills  can  also  be 
used  for  the  cultivation  of  tea  and  altogether  an  area  of  about  5,000 
acres  can  be  made  available.  So  far  as  the  Forest  Department  is  con¬ 
cerned,  they  will  not  raise  any  objection  with  regard  to  the  disafforesta¬ 
tion  of  this’  area.  If  more  lands  are  required  for  paddy  cultivation 
it  is  for  the  people  to  go  in  for  this  land.  The  Government  are  parti¬ 
cularly  anxious  with  regard  to  the  extensive  cultivation  of  paddy  and 
they  are  doing'  whatever  they  can  in  this  direction.  The  Economic 
Development  Board  recommended  the  appointment  of  a  special 
Engineer  for  irrigation.  But  from  what  the  Chief  Engineer  told  us  day 
before  yesterday,  it  is  seen  that  he  had  recommended  to  the  Government 
the  appointment  of  a  supervisor  for  the  purpose,  but  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee  seem  to  have  disallowed  it.  If  there  is  any  impediment  seen— 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trkundntin  cum  Nrdiimangad)  : 
Sir,  I  wish  to  get  a  ruling  on  a  point  of  order  whether  it  is  open  to  the 
members  on  the  official  side  to  make  references  to  what  transpired  in  the 
Finance  Committee. 

PRESIDENT  :  He  is  not  referring  to  anything  that  transpired  in 
the  Finance  Committee,  but  he  is  only  referring  to  the.  decision. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trimimlmm  cum  Netlwmngcul) :  I 
wish  to  know  whether  the  official  members'  are  entitled,  as  a  matter  of 
right,  to  refer  to  the  transactions  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

PRESIDENT  :  Do  you  mean  what  took  place  at  the  Finance 
Committee  or  the  decision  ? 

MR.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trm, minim  cum  NeJn-wangad ): 
Even  the  decision. 

PRESIDENT  :  The  decision  is  a  different  thing.  I  will  give  a 
lading  on  that  point  later  on. 

Mu.  B.  DHANTJKOTI  PILLAI  (Oomermtor  of  Forest*) :  It  is 
not  also  possible  to — 

Mu.  P.  K.  KARA  YANA  PILLAI  [AmlmJapmlia)  :  Louder, 
please. 

Mu.  It.  DI-IANUKOTI  PILLAI  {Comermior  of  Forests) : — to 
decide  problems  of  this  nature  in  one  or  two  days.  They  are  being 
taken  up  gradually,  and  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  I  think,  will  be 
superfluous.  As  matters  stand  at  present,  there  is  a  permanent  commit¬ 
tee — the  Revelopi nent  Board — quite  competent  to  tackle  such  questions 
and  our  friend  Air.  Vein  Pillai  is  also  one  of  the  members.,  and  the 
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Council  has  elected  three  more  representatives  to  sit  on  it.  It  any  more 
suggestion  has  to  he  brought  in,  it  is  welcome  to  them  to  do  so, 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( AqaUismmnt ) :  At  the  outset,  I  feel 
bound  to  congratulate  Mr.  Paramesvavan  Pillai  on  the  readiness  with 
which  he  satisfactorily  answered  the  questions  that  were  put  to  him 
from  this  side  of  the  House. 

The  resolution  now  under  consideration  is,  of  course,  an  impo¬ 
rtant  one-  The  mover  lias  brought  it  with  a  noble  object.  Everything 
possible  must,  indeed,  he  done  by  the.  Government  to  develop  agricul¬ 
ture.  But,  to  me,  it  appears  that  the  Government  are  doing  their  best 
in  this  direction  and  that  we  should  be  particularly  grateful  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  for  this.  Tho  Government  are  aware  of  their  serious  respon¬ 
sibilities  and  they  are  doing  their  best  to  help  the  agriculturists  when¬ 
ever  and  whenever  possible.  The  starting  of  the  Agricultural  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  creation  of  the  Economic  Development  Board,  the  appointment 
of  Agricultural  Chemists  and  Entomologists,  the  opening  of  fruit  farms, 
paddy  farms,  manure  depots, agricultural  schools,  and  veterinary  hospitals, 
the  special  works  that  are  being  done  for  the  Department  of  Agriculture  by 
the  P-  W.  Department,  the  interest  taken  by  the  Government  in  agri¬ 
cultural  loans  and  co-operative  societies  -these  and  several  other  things 
will  clearly  indicate  the  immense  work  done  by  the  Government  in  this 
important  direction.  I  think,  it  is,  under  the  circumstances,  advisable 
to  wait  some,  time  more  to  sec  what  these  agencies  will  he  able  to  do  for  us. 
Our  men  who  are  really  interested  in  agriculture  and  in  the  prosperity 
of  our  State  are  doing  the  work  and  I  hope  they  will  be  able  to  devise 
some  means  to  develop  agriculture  in  every  way  possible.  In  this  con¬ 
nection,  permit  me,  Kir,  to  make  the  following  observations. 

Reference  has  been  already  made  by  some  of  ithe  previous 
speakers  to  tho  work  of  the  Forest  Committee.  Most  of  the 
members  of  the  committee,  including  myself,  had  the  privilege  of 
inspecting  the  royal  trees  standing  within  registered  lands  and  the 
reserves  in  some  of  the  northern  taluks.  The  first  impression  created 
was  that  there  has  been  some  mistake  somewhere  in  registering 
away  many  extensive  and  otherwise  useful  blocks  of  land.  Apart  from 
the  fact  that  royal  trees  are  mostly  found  in  registered  lands  and 
the  lands  mostly'  registered  are  those  most  suitable  for  the  growth  of 
royal  trees  we  find  here  and  there  large  tracts  of  registered  lands  lying 
neglected  and  uncultivated.  As  rightly  observed  by  my  friend 
Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai,  the  owners  of  these  lands  are  not  justified  in 
allowing  these  lands  hr  remain  entirely  uncultivated.  They  are  under 
an  obligation  to  cultivate  them.  Tire  Government  should  see  to  it,  and 
if  they  fail  to  do  so,  such,  lands  should  he  entrusted  to  persons  capable  of 
and  really  interested  in  cultivating  them.  The  owners  may  lie  given  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  net  income.  Hereafter  the  registry  of  lands 
within  reserves  should  he,  as  far  as  possible,  discouraged,  and,  wherever 
and  whenever  done,  should  only  ho  done  with  much  forethought,  care 
and  caution. 
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Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Changanacltenj  cum  Minachil) :  fcir, 
the  improvement  ot'  paddy  cultivation  in  Travancore  is  an  all-important 
subject  and,  as  such,  I  think  every  one  ot  us  who  are  assembled 
in  this  hall  must  take  a  special  interest  in  the  matter,  and,  I  am 
particularly  glad  that  my  learned  friend  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  has 
emphasised  its  importance  by  bringing  such  an  important  resolution  as 
this.  Of  course,  his  speech  has  brought  to  us  several  important  points 
which  require  special  consideration  at  our  hands  and  at  the  hands  of 
the  Government. 

Then  the  next  question  is  whether  a  separate  committee  should 
be  appointed  for  the  desired  object.  My  humble  submission  in  this  re¬ 
spect  is  that  a  previous  committee,  which  was  appointed  for  a  subject 
which  is  very  nearly  connected  with  it,  .and  its  advice  have  made  me 
despair  a  little  of  the  success  of  such  committees.  I  may  refer  to  a 
recent  committee  and  its  workings,  the  committee  which  was  appointed  . 
for  throwing  open  for  cultivation  certain  swampy  areas  from  forests. 
The  conclusions  or  the  proposals  made  by  this  committee,  I  might 
mention,  have  been  proved  to  be  impracticable,  and  I  am  very  sorry 
that  I  cannot  agree  with  their  proposal  as  a  practical  solution  for 
advancing  the  cultivation  of  swampy  areas  in  our  forests. 

Another  point  which  suggests  itself  to  me  is  that  the  work  may 
be  done  by  a  special  reference  to  the  standing  committee  of  the  Econo¬ 
mic  Development  Board,  which  was  recently  created  by  us  in  an 
improved  manner.  The  present  Board  consists  of  members  with,  I 
believe,  a  non-official  majority,  and  four  of  them  were  elected  by  this 
very  House,  and,  as  such,  I  am  sure  our  representatives  in  that  Board 
will  take  special  interest  in  matters  like  this,  especially  after  this  re¬ 
solution  is  discussed  in  this  Council.  At  present,  we  may  be 
satisfied  with  a  special  request  to  that  Board  that  they  should,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  visit  the  several  parts  of  the  areas  which  require  their  visiting 
and  submit  a  special  report  which  is  desirable  for  the  improvement  of 
cultivation.  I  may  also  say  that  that  Board  consists  of  experts  such  as 
the  Director  of  Agriculture,  the  Director  of  Industries,  the  Conservator 
of  Forests  and  others  who  will  give  proper  guidance.  Under  their 
guidance  I  think  we  could  get  enough  directions  and  suggestions,  and, 
in  case  of  any  need,  my  submission  is  that  the  help  of  such  experts 
be  first  resorted  to  before  a  separate  attempt  is  made. 

Again  there  has  already  been  a  cry  in  the  State  that  we  are  having 
too  many  committees  for  all  manner  of  things,  and  the  present  Govern¬ 
ment  is  alleged  to  be  a  Government  of  committees,  and  as  such  I  should 
think  we  should  not  go  in  for  committees  unless  there  is  a  pressing  neces¬ 
sity  for  them.  Though  I  am  not  in  favour  of  creating  committees,  I  fully 
agree  with,  and  endorse  the  view  of,  my  friend  that  it  is  an  all-important 
subject  and  that  every  attempt  should  be  made  to  improve  paddy 
cultivation  in  the  State.  I  think  that  we  may  refer  the  whole  matter 
for  the  present  to  the  Economic  Development  Board  and  request,  them 
to  give  a  most  important  place  to  this  subject  when  it  comes  under  their 
consideration. 
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Mit.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated)  :  I  have  to  sub¬ 
mit  that  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  purview  of  this  resolution  fall 
exactly  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  I  am  far 
from  underrating  the  importance  of  the  matters  brought  to  the 
cognisance  of  the  G  overnment  through  this  resolution.  While  fully 
acknowledging  their  .importance,  and  while  I  regard  with  admiration 
the  thoroughness  with  which  the  mover  and  some  other  friends,  like 
Mr.  Kumara  Pillai,  have  studied  and  explained  the  various  aspects  of 
this  question,  I  yet  think  that  these  questions  have  to  be  dealt  with  in 
the  main  by  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  assisted  by  the  Economic 
Development  Board.  If  it  is  thought  necessary,  the  hands  of  the 
Director  may  be  further  strengthened,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  tackle 
these  problems  with  thorough  success.  I  do  not  therefore  oppose  the 
resolution,  but  have  to  propose  that  the  question  be  formally  referred 
to  the  Director  of  Agriculture  for  his  suggestions  and  eventual  solution, 
without  a  separate  committee  being  created  for  the  purpose. 

Mb.  K.  DOMINIC  TOMMAN  (Vcermudc  cum  Devicola'n)  :  I  have 
great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai ;  for 
no  one  can  deny  the  importance  of  the  subject  he  is  trying  to  tackle. 
The  problem  as  to  how  to  make  a  country  self-contained  and  self-sup¬ 
porting  in  the  matter  of  its  staple  articles  of  food  is  by  far  the  most  im¬ 
portant  subject  which  the  administration  of  a  country,  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  people  and  the  general  public  have  to  face.  I  gladly  recog¬ 
nise  that  the  Government  of'  His  Highness  the  Maha  Baja  have  of  late 
years  been  giving  tangible  proof  of  a  growing  realisation  of  the  import¬ 
ance  of  this  question,  and  various  more  or  less  useful  measures  are 
either  being  taken  or  are  in  contemplation.  - 

But  it  often  happens  that  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  arc  either  frustrated  or  deprived  of  a  considerable  portion  of  their 
usefulness  by  some  stipulations  which  a  correct  comprehension  of  all  con¬ 
ditions  would  either  have  modified  or  removed  altogether.  I  am  not 
blaming  the  Government,  The  Government,  on  whom  devolve  the  duty 
of  having  to  take  up  simultaneously  a  thousand  and  one  different  subjects 
cannot  be  expected  to  devote,  to  any  one  problem  or  question,  the  time 
and  the  attention  necessary  to  understand  it  in  all  its  aspects,  and  devise 
measures  which  will  be  unexceptionable  from  every  conceivable  stand¬ 
point.  Therefore  tlie  advice  and  co-operation  of  a  committee  of  the 
kind  contemplated  by  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  may  be  of  the  greatest 
possible  help. 

As  an  example  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer  to  the  proposal  to  render 
available,  for  paddy  cultivation  the  swampy  tracts  within  the  reserved 
forest  area  of  the  estate.  This  is  a  concession  for  which  the  people  havo 
been  clamouring  for  years,  and  for  the  granting  of  which,  though  after 
a  great  deal  of  hesitation  and  departmental  abstraction,  we  cannot  be 
too  thankful  to  the  Government.  But  I  am  afraid  that  the  condition 
which  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  impose  in  this  connection 
may  nullify  all  the  advantages  of  this  generous  concession.  Eor  I  under¬ 
stand  that  Government  propose  to  register  the  lands  under  the  proposed 
colonisation  scheme.  Whatever  may  be  the  advantages  of  the  scheme, 
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so  far  ay  the  lowlands  and  the  opened-up  tracts  are  concerned,  lam 
firmly  convinced  that  it  is  unsuitable  to  the  utilisation  of  the  swampy 
areas"  of  forest  tracts.  The  essence  of  the  colonisation  scheme  is 
that  ail  area  is  given  to  a  company  or  a  syndicate  with  the  stipulation 
that  the  area  should  remain  undivided  and  impartible  and  inalienable 
for  twenty  years,  that  those  who  take  up  such  areas  are  liable  for  mili¬ 
tary  service"  and  that  the  land  should  lie  developed  in  accordance  with 
the  directions  of  the  Agricultural  Department.  Those  stipulations 
must  clearly  have  originated  in  the  well-grounded  conviction  that  it  is  only 
the  introduction  of  sufficient  capital,  up-to-date  machinery,  and  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  scientific  methods  of  farming  that  substantial  progress  in  agri¬ 
culture  can  be  achieved  and  that  this  will  be  feasible  only  if  the  area 
remained  as  one  undivided  block  and  under  unified  control.  Though 
all  this  is  perfectly  true  in  the  case  of  such  industrial  crops  as  rubber, 
tea,  etc.,  I  am  afraid  that,  to  make  paddy  cultivation  successful 
within  the  forest  area,  it  is  not  enough  if  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
pany  or  the  syndicate  entrust  their  share  of  the  requisite  capital  to  a 
manager  and  leave  him  to  carry  out  the  work  through,  hired  coolies.  Each 
participant  must  live  on  the  property,  gradually  level  down  and  fill  up 
the  inequalities  of  his  holding,  and  lie  must  make  drains  and  bunds  and 
tend  the  crops  in  the  proper  manner  at  every  stage  till  they  are  harvested. 

PRESIDENT:  The  land  colonisation  scheme  is  not  before  the 
House. 

Mb.  K.  DOMINIC  TOMMAN  (F^r.mrk  cum  Devioolam) :  I 
took  it  as  an  example.  There  are  certain  di flic ul ties.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  and  indispensable  part  of  the  work  is  to  keep  off  wild  elephants, 
wild  boars,  etc.,  keeping  awake  night  and  day.  Once  a  wild  elephant 
enters  a  piece  of  land  cultivated  with  paddy,  all  growing  plants  over  a 
large  area  will  be  hopelessly  trodden  down  or  plucked  up  by  the  roots 
and  destroyed,  though  the  depredation  of  such  wiid  beasts  in  a  rubber  or 
tea  estate  cannot  do  much  irreparable  damage.  It  is  only  the  sleepless 
vigilance  and  the  desperate  valour  of  those  who  have  staked  their  all  in 
the  enterprise  that  can  save  paddy  crops  from  damages.  A  concern 
conducted  by  a  manager  with  a  paid  staff  and  a  number  of  hired  coolies 
will  not  be  an  effective  substitute  for  the  personal  care  and  attention  of 
a  number  of  individual  owners  living  on  their  own  holdings  and  doing 
their  own  work.  Then  again,  the  return  for  paddy  cultivation  is  not  so 
large  as  to  be  able  to  stand  the  increased  cost  of  working  through  a 
company  or  a  syndicate.  It  has  also  to  he  observed  that  the  obligation 
of  the  military  service  attached  to  the  concession  will  make  the  proposi¬ 
tion  altogether  unacceptable  to  the  class  of  genuine  ryots  who  alone  can 
make  the  scheme  a  success,  Though  it  may  be  humiliating  to  have  to 
make  the  confession,  the  truth  may  be  faced  that  our  agricultural  popu¬ 
lation  are  not  thirsting  for  military  glory  and  adventures.  Then  again, 
people  have  not  yet  learned  to  have  entire  faith  in  the  direction  and 
control  ot  our  Agricultural  Department.  There  is  no  harm  if  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  department  are  given  every  access  to  those  areas  and  the 
opportunity  of  studying  local  conditions  and  offering  advice.  But  if  it  is 
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made  obligatory  that  such  advice  has  to  be  followed  under  pain  of  for¬ 
feiture  of  the  concession  of  Government,  I  am  afraid  few  persons  will 
welcome  the  project.  The  absence  of  practical  knowledge,  the  igno¬ 
rance  of  local  conditions  and  the  temperamental  defects  of  the  officers  con¬ 
cerned,  may  conduce  to  lend  to  a  state  of  friction  eventually  resulting  in 
open  warfare,  in  -which  the  trump  card  must  necessarily  be  in  °the 
hands  of  those  who  have  free  access  to  Government. 

In  order  to  remedy  these  defects,  I  would  suggest  that,  in  the 
matter  of  swampy  areas,  if  a  number  of  persons  come  forward  to  utilise 
the  whole  available  area  in  a  given  locality,  each  one  of  them  undertak¬ 
ing  to  take  up  as  many  acres  as  he  can  up  to  a  maximum  limit,  the  area 
should  be  separately  registered  in  the  names  of  those  individuals. 

I  have  given  the  above  criticisms  of  one  of  the  schemes  of  Govern¬ 
ment  for  stimulating  paddy  cultivation  as  an  example  of  the  way  in 
which  the  advice  of  a  committee  of  the  kind  contemplated  by  Mr. 
l^ochukunjn  Pillai  may  be  made  to  co-operate  with  Government  to  co¬ 
ordinate  in  their  beneficent  activities.  I  have  therefore  great  pleasure 
in  according  my  hearty  support  to  the  proposition. 

Mu.  P.  K-  N  Alt  A  YANA  PILLAI  (.1  mba1apiaha):  In  view  of  the 
importance  of  the  subject  under  discussion,  I  wish  to  make  a  few  obser¬ 
vations.  I  was  also  listening  with  very  great  pleasure  to  the  answers  of 
my  sharp  young  friend,  the  Ag.  Agricultural  Director,  Mr.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai.  The  subject  seems  to  be  capable  of  further  discussion  and  he 
seems  to  have  handled  the  subject  from  the  exclusive  standpoint  of  the 
Agricultural  Chemist.  The  two  main  defences  set  up  by  Mr.  Parames- 
varau  Pillai  to  the  question  raised  by  my  friend  Mr.  C.  P.  Kochukunju 
Pillai  are  the  following.  First  of  all,  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  says  that 
the  Agricultural  Department  is  doing  evrything  that  is  now  needed  in 
connection  with  the  intensive  and  extensive  cultivation  of  paddy.  In  view 
of  such  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  my  friend 
seems  to  assure  us  that  we  need  not  bestir  ourselves  in  the  cause  of  paddy 
cultivation.  Secondly,  he  assures  us  that  there  is  a  Development  Board 
with  its  activities  and  asks  why  not  trust  the  Development  Board  to  do 
the  needful  in  connection  with  this  question.  These  are  the  two  defences, 
that  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  furnished  to  the  motion  now- 
before  the  House.  But  mv  own  apprehension  is  that  the  subject 
under  discussion  is  one  which  requires,  consideration  from  a  wider 
standpoint  and  should  not  be  exclusively  dealt  with  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  two  agencies  now  mentioned  by  my  friend  Mr.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the  sort  of  work  done  by  the 
Agricultural  Department  in  regard  to  the  expansion  of  paddy  cultivation, 
it  seems  to  be  mainly  confined  to  the  application  of  the  principles  of  two 
sciences,  chemistry  and  biology.  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  been 
telling  us  that  they  have  not  any  eminent  expert  to  tackle  the  question  in 
regard  to  biology.  That  is  all. '  Then  it  practically  comes  to  this.  The 
so-called  enthusiastic  application  of  the  department  to  the  question- 
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under  discussion  seems  to  be  confined  to  a  series  of  experiments  conduct¬ 
ed  probably  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Agricultural  Chemist.  Whether 
the  question  of  paddy  cultivation  is  one  which  should  be  left  to  centre 
round  the  operations  in  a  laboratory  is  the  question  that  I  would  raise  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Then  with  respect  to  the  activites  of  the  Economic  Development 
Board,  I  would  say  that  the  Board  have  to  pay  much  attention  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  subjects,  among  which  probably  the  improvement  of  agriculture 
seems  not  to  overtop  the  attention  that  they  have  to  bestow  upon 
industrial  development  and  commercial  activity  and  that  sort  of  things. 
Therefore,  naturally,  being  an  agency  which  is  called  upon  to  pay  heed  in 
proportionate  importance  to  the  various  subjects  entrusted  to  their 
tender  mercies,  whether  it  will  meet  with  at  the  hands  of  the  Board  the 
sort  of  importance  that  this  wider  outlook  calls  for  is  open  to  serious  doubt. 
If  any  representative  of  the  Board  comes  forward  and  assures  the  House^ 
that,  practically  to  the  exclusion  of  other  subjects,  the  Board  wilf 
concentrate  their  attention  upon  the  question  of  paddy  cultivation  till 
very  satisfactory  results  are  arrived  at,  I  would  have  accepted  the  assur¬ 
ance.  We  have  had  a  speech  from  one  of  the  official  members  of  the 
Board,  the  Conservator  of  Forests  ;  and  except  for  the  nebulous  statement 
that  the  Board  will  take  care  of  the  subject,  nothing  of  a  definite  kind 
was  submitted  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Dlianukoti  Pillai. 

PRESIDENT:  He  mentioned  a  number  of  recommendations 
made  by  the  Board  and  also  something  about  the  action  taken  by 
the  Government  thereon. 

Mr.  P-  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalajrwsha):  The  recom¬ 
mendations  are  not  sufficient  in  themselves. 

PRESIDENT  :  He  said  the  recommendations  of  the  Economic 
Development  Board  were  made  after  careful  consideration. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Probably  all 
the  suggestions  of  the  Economic  Development  Board  have  been  ex¬ 
hausted. 

PRESIDENT :  The  Economic  Development  Board  is  not  dead. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Anibalajmsha) :  Not  dead. 
Mr.  Dhanukoti  Pillai  seems  to  suggest  that  as  much  as  is  possible  has 
been  done  for  widening  the  scope  of  paddy  cultivation. 

Mr.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests) :  I  never 
said  that  we  had  exhausted  the  possibilities  of  widening  paddy  cultiva¬ 
tion.  It  is  still  open  to  the  Board,  which  has  been  newly  constituted,  to 
take  up  the  question  again. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  Umbdtapwha) :  That  is  all 
right.  Much  remains  to  be  done  by  the  Economic  Development  Board. 
It  was  at  first  a  stronger  body  consisting  of  representatives  from  various 
parts  of  the  State.  In  a  stronger  mood  of  its  existence  it  conld  not  do 
anything  very  substantial  except  to  send  forward  recommendations. 
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The  expectation  Mr.  Dhauukoti  Pillai  seems  to  cherish,  that  it  will  in  its 
attenuated  form  do  better  work,  is  not  reasonable.  Anyhow  I  am  submi- 
ting'  one  aspect  of  the  question. 

The  question  of  the  extension  of  paddy  cultivation  in  the  State 
clearly  presents  itself.  Taking  the  example  of  my  own  taluk,  comprised 
in  the  area  described  as  Kuttanad  by  my  friend  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai, 
there  is  a  clear  fact  visible  that  as  soon  as  you  cross  the  Tottappalli 
lock,  for  a  distance  of  four  miles  there  is  what  is  known  as  the  Purak- 
kad  hart.  ft  extends  to  not  less  than  four  miles  and  I  presume  that  the 
distance  from  east  to  west  is  about  6  to  7  miles.  On  the  whole  an 
extent  of  about  30  square  miles  of  land  is  in  a  condition  of  paddy  field  to 
some  extent  in  appearance,  but  goes  without  real  cultivation.  That  is  one 
instance.  The  Department  of  Agriculture  is  going  about  analysing  the 
soils,  I  do  not  deny  that  analysing  the  soil  is  a  necessity  and  I  do  not 
ignore  that  question.  But  the  deterioration  of  the  soil  in  other  parts  of 
•>  my  own  taluk  has  resulted  not  from  the  entire  exhaustion  of  the  fer¬ 
tility  of  the  soil,  as  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  seems  to  say,  but  owing  to 
other  causes.  To  ask  people  to  purchase  manure  that  would  be  required 
for  cultivation  upon  small  blocks  and  try  to  reap  the  benefits  of  such 
manure  is  a  very  easy  lesson  taught  as  a  matter  of  theory.  But  as  a  matter 
of  practice,  let  ns  see  whether,  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes,  for  example,  by 
the  artificial  deflection  of  natural  streams  and  streamlets,  and  owing  to 
the  choking  up  of  existing  channels,  lands  have  been  deteriorating.  That 
is  an  aspect  of  paddy  cultivation  where  the  Agricultural  Engineer  s 
assistance  is  needed.  Therefore,  I  am  submitting  that  there  are  various 
aspects  of  this  particular  question.  Simply  to  entrust  the  question  to 
the  activities  and  exclusive  care  of  the  Economic  Development  Board  is 
not  sufficient.  That  is  what  appears  to  me.  So  an  al round  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  question  paying  due  attention  to  the  lands  yet  remaining 
uncultivated  and  also  paying  attention  to  the  deterioration  of  lands  with¬ 
in  living  memory  and  the  possibility  of  intensifying  the  productive  capa¬ 
city  of  the  lands  now  being  cultivated  with  paddy,  is  a  matter  deserving 
more  than  the  routine  attention  that  is  now  being  paid  to  it  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  or,  for  that  matter,  by  the  Development  Board.  I 
think  it  is  in  that  spirit  that  Mr.  0.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai  has  moved 
this  resolution.  If,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  going  to  be  any  as¬ 
surance  given  by  the  Development  Board  that  they  will  devote  their 
particular  attention  to  it  in  view  of  the  paramount  importance  of  the 
subject,  for  the  time  being  I  would  think  that  my  friend  may  be  satis¬ 
fied  with  such  a  prospect.  As  no  assurance  is  forthcoming,  I  have 
to  support  the  motion. 

Mb.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries, 
North'} :  Sir,  nobody  can  deny  that  during  the  last  several  years  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  and.  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  been  devoting  a  very 
considerable  degree  of  attention  to  the  development  of  agriculture  in  the 
country.  The  tangible  results  of  these  labours  may  not  be  very  appreci¬ 
able,  but  the  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  We  are  now  passing  through  what 
.may  be  described  as  the  seed-time  in  improved  agricultural  knowledge 
and  practices,  A  great  deal  of  spade-work  has  to  be  done  before  the 
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labours  of  the  department  will  begin  to  bear  fruit  in  the  general 
acceptance  of  the  conclusion  of  the  department  and  in  the  practical 
application  of  the  lessons  which  have  been  taught  by  the  depart¬ 
ment.  Remembering  that  agricultural  improvement  on  scientific  lines 
is  only  a  plant  of  yesterday  and  gathering  together  the  various  signs  of 
progress  which  we  can  discern  by  carefully  looking  over  the  whole 
country  and  also  giving  due  credit  to  the  substantial  activities  of  the 
Government  and  the  department,  I  think  that  we  are  not  justified  in 
blaming  either  agency  Cor  the  paucity  of  the  results.  In  saying  so,  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  any  visible  result  of  the  labours  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  is  very  impressive.  I  think  it  may  take  several  years  or 
even  decades  or  generations  if  we  go  on  at  this  rate  before  scientific  and 
intensive  cultivation,  as  it  is  understood  in  western  countries,  becomes  a 
generally  accepted  practice  in  our  country.  Therefore  I  shall  notr 
deprecate  carrying  out  any  efforts  to  speeding  up  the  process  of  agricul¬ 
tural  reform  and  improvement  in  the  country. 

Moreover  the  object  which  Mr.  0.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai  has  in 
view ,  bib.,  the  making  of  our  country  self-sufficient  in  the  matter  of 
food  supply,  is  one  that  is  deserving  of  the  acceptance  of  all  of  us,  whether 
on  the  official  side  or  on  this  side.  The  two  obvious  methods  of  increas¬ 
ing  the  food  supply  of  our  country  are  extending  the  area  under  culti¬ 
vation  and  intensifying  the  methods  of  cultivation  in  lands  already 
under  cultivation.  With  regard  to  extension,  I  think,  there  is  very 
little  scope  for  it.  All  the  clierikal  lands  which  are  available  for 
registry  and  which  are  fit  for  paddy  cultivation  have  been  registered 
except  a  few  patches  here  and  there.  Another  source  of  extending 
paddy  cultivation  is  reclaiming  portions  of  the  Vembanad  lake.  I  do 
not  exactly  know  the  extent  of  the  reclaimed  area  of  the  Vembanad 
lake.  I  think  it  is  more  than  30,000  acres.  The  general  impression 
about  this  is  that  most  portions  of  the  lake  fit  for  padcy  cultivation  have 
already  been  reclaimed.  Then,  as  regards  kari  lands,  they  also  have 
been  mostly  brought  under  cultivation  and  there  is  not  much  of  it  left 
unappropriated.  What  remains  therefore  is  to  concentrate  our  attention 
oil  intensive  cultivation.  The  only  parts  of  our  own  country  where  in¬ 
tensive  cultivation  is  being  practised  are  South  Travancore  and  certain 
restricted  parts  of  the  Quilon  Division  such  as  Onattukara.  In  all  other 
places,  the  method  of  cultivation  is  extremely  unsatisfactory  for  several 
reasons.  The  method  of  ploughing  and  manuring  is  most  primitive.  In 
fact  very  little  ploughing  worth  the  name  is  being  practised.  We  have 
got  a  few  puny-sized  bulls  which  are  an  apology  for  draught  bulls,  and 
which  are  driven  over  these  fields  so  as  merely  to  scratch  the  surface. 
In  the  case  of  wet  lands,  people  look  to  the  deposit  of  silt  brought  by  the 
monsoon  and  the  floods  as  the  only  source  of  manure.  I  am  sure  that 
something  more  con  Id  be  done  in  this  matter  by  the  Agricultural  Depart- 
.  ment.  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  says  that  what  we  want  is  an  elaboration 
of  new  theories  of  agricultural  practice.  .  I  do  not  agree  in  this  view. 
Most  of  us  know  what,  is  to  be  done  for  the  improvement  of  agriculture, 
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No  doubt  it  may  be  desirable  to  know  more  of  the  secrets  which  nature 
keeps  concealed  in  her  bosom.  But  let  us  first  of  all  carry  out  the 
lessons  which  are  already  known  to  us.  Any  dispassionate  observer  of 
the  methods  of  cultivation  in  Central  and  North  Travancore  must  come 
to  the  conclusion  that,  either  owing  to  lack  of  organisation,  or  want 
of  capital,  or  want  of  knowledge,  or  by  a  combination  of  all  these  causes, 
the  yield  from  the  land  is  not  now  a  half  or  even  a  third  of  what  it 
could  be  easily  made.  The  lack  of  knowledge  is  not  the  sole  reason  or 
even  the  chief  reason  for  this  deplorable  state  of  things.  Bor  every 
ryot  knows  that  if  the  land  could  be  ploughed  more  deeply  and  thorough¬ 
ly  than  he  now  does,  and  if  be  applies  an  adequate  quantity  of 
ashes,  cow  dung,  and  other  common  manures  whose  utility  he  knows 
very  well,  the  return  from  his  land  could  be  greatly  increased.  Proper 
irrigation  is  another  difficulty.  He  knows  that  if  he  could  be  helped  to 
lift  into  his  fields  the  small  quantity  of  water  that  he  might  need  from 
the  perennial  streams  and  canals  running  close  by,  be  could  increase  his 
income  by  50  or  even  100  per  cent.  These  are  some  of  the  most 
outstanding  reasons  why  cultivation  in  North  Travancore  and  Central 
Travancore  is  unsatisfactory.  I  do  not  think  that  it  will  be  possible  for 
any  committee  of  this  House  to  discover  any  defects  which  are  not  now 
known.  I  should  think  that  the  insufficiency  of  the  capital  resources 
of  the  people  is  the  one  chief  obstacle  that  retards  the  improvement  of 
cultivation  in  North  and  Central  Travancore. 

PEESIDENT  :  Your  time  is  up. 

Me.  K  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Co. •amerce  and  Industries, 
North) :  Just  two  minutes  move  and  I  shall  finish. 

PEESIDENT:  Yes. 

Me.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries, 
North) :  If  the  Government  would  instruct  the  Director  of  Agriculture  to 
take  up  some  typical  village,  make  a  minute  and  exhaustive  enquiry 
into  the  existing  state  of  cultivation  there,  formulate  definite  conclu¬ 
sions  as  to  possible  developments,  find  out  to  what  extent  indebtedness, 
insufficiency  of  capital,  ignorance,  conservatism,  absence  of  organisation, 
defective  implements  and  other  causes  are  standing  in  the  way,  and 
then  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Department,  of  Co-operation,  of 
the  Irrigation  Engineer  and  of  the  Bevenue  Department,  try  and 
bring  about  an  all-round  improvement  in  the  methods  of  cultivation  in 
the  whole  village,  the  tangible  results  that  could  be  thereby  obtained 
would  go  a  long  way  to  induce  other  people  to  follow  these  methods. 
The  demonstrations  conducted  by  the  department  at  the  present  day  are 
not  really  productive  of  the  results  that  one  could  legitimately  expect  of 
them.  Probably  they  may  become  better  hereafter.  But  at  the  present 
time,  one  cannot  honestly  say  that  they  are  of  any  great  practical  value. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and.  Fish  erics) :  May  I  ask  the -member  whether  he  can  point  out  some 
of  the  defects  he  has  found  ? 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries , 
North}.  :  The  Director  has  only  to  look  at  the  trees  in  the  Alleppey 
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cocoanut  farm.  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  unkind  of  the  depart¬ 
ment.  They  are  working  under  very  great  difficulties.  But  I  must 
say  that  this  demonstration  could  have  been  conducted  better. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapmha )  :  May  I  know 
what  has  become  of  the  paddy  field  demonstrations  ? 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Co-mneree  and  TiulmirUs, 
North)  :  The  paddy  demonstration  was  conducted  in  my  own  field, 
And  I  have  to  say  I  did  not  derive  any  substantial  benefit  from  it. 
Lack  of  capital  it  is  that  chiefly  militates  against  the  improvement  of 
paddy  cultivation  on punja  lands.'  I  did  not  want  to  say  anything  about 
my  own  experience  ;  but  since  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  put  that  ques¬ 
tion  pointedly  to  me,  I  could  not  keep  silent. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Sherlallai)  :  Sir,  I  support  the" 
resolution  moved  by  my  friend  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai.  To  my  mind, 
the  most  important  part  of  the  resolution  is  concerned  with  the  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  crops.  About  that  portion  of  the 
resolution,  I  do  not  think  that  the  official  member  in  charge  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  subject  has  had  much  to  say.  He  said  very  much  in  his  own 
speech  about  other  thiugs  and  he  answered  the  different  questions  put 
by  members  about  the  analysis  he  has  made  of  the  different  kinds  of 
soil.  But  the  most  important  part  of  the  resolution  is  concerned  with 
the  investigation  into  the  causes  which  lead  to  the  failure  of  crops  in 
the  country.  Yesterday  Mr.  Kumara  Pillai  very  graphically  described 
the  deplorable  condition  in  South  Travancore  owing  to  the  mismanage¬ 
ment  of  irrigation  works,  owing  to  the  disappearance  of 
green  manure  and  other  causes.  I  might  tell  the  House  that  in 
North  Travancore  the  condition  is  not  much  better.  For  instance, 
let  us  take  the  Kuttanad  punja  cultivation.  The  crops  fail  very  often. 
Coming  to  my  own  taluk,  I  may  point  out  that  the  kari  lands,  which 
have  been  referred  to  by  the  member  in  charge,  are,  to  my  knowledge, 
very  productive  lands.  But  the  fact  is  that  the  crops  more  often  fail 
in  that  part  of  the  country.  There  is  the  Antakara  a?hi  to  be  attend¬ 
ed  to  with  scrupulous  punctuality.  If  not,  sowing  will  be  put  off  for 
two  or  three  weeks.  The  putting  off  of  it  for  two  or  three  weeks  would 
be  fatal.  There  is  again  another  important  bund  at  Pullanchira. 
That  is  a  bund  which  is  the  boundary  of  about  three  thousand 
paras  of  paddy  land.  That  also  is  not  being  attended  to,  and  there 
also  the  crops  fail.  It  is  such  things  that  the  committee  that  is  now 
sought  to  be  appointed  should  look  into.  Moreover,  there  are  other 
causes  which  certainly  the  Agricultural  Department  does  not  take 
care  of.  This  morning  I  got  a  telegram  from  Shertallai.  I  will  read  it : 

Prevent  Tnravur  paddy  crop  destroyed,  Request  Dewan  immediately  sanction 
cattle  pound.  Already  petitioned, 

Krisi-inan  Karta, 
Turuticad, 
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He  is  a  very  respectable  gentleman, 

PRESIDENT  :  The  Dewan  has  already  sanctioned  it. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertullui):  T  am  very  glad  to 
know  that  the  Dewan  has  already  sanctioned  it.  The  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  point  out  these  evils  and  to  devise  methods  whereby 
improvements  may  be  effected  will  be  very  useful.  The  analysis  of 
the  soil  is  very  important  and  has  to  be  done  by  the  Agricultural 
Chemist.  But  these  and  other  things  that  have  to  be  attended  to  can 
be  done  by  the  committee  and  methods  may  be  suggested  for  improving 
them.  So  I  support  the  resolution. 

Mu.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (firm-all,,)  :  Sir,  the  ques¬ 
tion  raised  by  Mr.  Kochulmnju  Pillai  is  a.  very  important  one  and 
deserves  the  very  earnest  consideration  of  this  House.  An  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  figure  showing  the  area  of  the  paddy  lands  under  culti¬ 
vation  furnished  by  Mr.  Pavamesvaran  Pillai  will  show  how  vast  the 
problem  is.  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  asked  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  while 
die  was  speaking,  whether  10  cents  did  not  represent  the  area, 
per  head  of  population,  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 
replied  that  it  was  (3,75,000  acres  which  shows  that  the  area  under 
cultivation  per  head  of  the  population  is  something  like  15  cents.  It 
is  a  little  over  a  para  of  paddy  land.  Taking  into  consideration  the 
average  yield  of  paddy  in  Travancore,  I  do  not  think  that  a  para  of 
paddy  will  ordinarily  yield  more  than  8  paras  of  paddy.  There  are 
fields  where  it  will  he  much.  more.  There  are  also  places  like  Kutta- 
nad  where  once  in  two  years  you  get  one  or  two  paras  of  paddy  more — 
once  in  I u>o  year*  !  So  that,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  average  yield 
cannot  be  more  than  8  j  aras  of  paddy  per  head.  If  we  take  into 
consideration  the  quantity  required  for  the  consumption  per  head,  we 
shall  find  that  that  will  be  not  less  than  at  least  20  paras  per  head, 
taking  into  consideration  babies,  children  and  adults.  Therefore,  we 
see  that  the  production  of  paddy  in  Travancore  is  not  sufficient 
even  to  feed  40  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  State;  and  so,  for  the 
consumption  of  the  remaining  60  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  State 
we  have  got  probably  to  import  paddy  from  outside.  This  shows  how  vast 
the  problem  is  and  what  careful  attention  it  requires.  From  the  attitude, 
taken  by  the  Conservator,  I  can  see  that  there  is  very  little  scope  for  ex- ' 
tensive  cultivation  in  the  country.  Almost  every  piece  of  available  land  i 
has  been  brought  under  cultivation  and  he  tells  us  that  there  are  very 
few  acres  left  for  cultivation  except  perhaps  swampy  areas  in  reserved 
forests.  If  that  is  so,  we  have  to  consider  how  far  intensive  cultivation 
is  possible  in  Travancore. 

So  far  as  intensive  cultivation  is  concerned,  it  appears  to  me,  Sir, 
that  Kuttanad,  with  which  I  am  connected  intimately,  affords  very 
great  facilities  for  intensive  cultivation,  There  is  a  very  large  area  of 
land,  but  the  major  portion  of  it,  except  these  portions  which  lie  on 
either  side  of  rivers,  is  cultivated  only  in  alternate  years.  And  even 
in  these  years  there  is  a  very  poor  crop.  If  it  will  be  possible,  at  least 
by  proper  manuring  and  scientific  cultivation,  to  cultivate  those  paddy 
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lands  every  year  instead  of  in  alternate  years,  1  think  we  can  produce 
a  much  larger  quantity  of  paddy  than  at  present.  In  those  places,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  yield  increasing,  I  can  say  from  personal  experience  that 
the  yield  is  somehow  or  other  decreasing.  It  may  be  due  to  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  lands.  It  may  be  due  to  improper  cultivation  of  paddy  or  other 
causes.  But  I  find  that  the  tenants  from  those  areas  ask  for  reduction 
of  rents  from  year  to  year.  If  it  is  six  jmra*  of  paddy  this  year,  they  will 
say  next  year  that  it  should  be  reduced  to  five  para*.  This  is  going  on 
steadily,  and  I  am  afraid  if  it  goes  on  steadily  for  ten  years,  we  shall 
have  to  forgo  all  our  revenue  and  give  something  to  tire  tenants  in 
addition  for  cultivating  the  lands.  That  shows  how  the  productive 
capacity  of  land  in  those  places  is  deteriorating  year  by  year.  These 
things  show  that  some  attention  deserves  to  be  paid  to  this  matter  and 
I  am  very  glad  that  the  matter  has  been  moved  in  this  Council  by 
Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai.  I  have  great  pleasure  to  support  his  motion. 

r  Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (AUmyarl  cum  Panir):  Sir,  after 
all  the  diagnosis  made  by  many  of  my  friends  here,  especially  by 
Mr.  Maminen  Mappillai  whose  diagnosis  of  the  northern  ryots  cannot 
be  made  better  by  me,  I  do  not  think  I  need  dwell  upon  the  matter  any 
more.  The  activities  in  the  direction  to  improve  agriculture  have  been 
more  or  less  conducted  by  three  distinct  departments — by  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Department,  the  Economic  Development  Board  and,  to  some 
extent,  by  the  Forest  Department  also.  The  difficulties  in  the  matter 
are  that  there  is  nobody  either  in  the  Secretariat  or  outside  it  who  can 
co-ordinate  the  activities  of  these  departments.  The  efforts  that  are 
actually  made  at  various  times  by  distinct  bodies  have  not  been  given  a 
shape  to.  The  department  that  deals  with  agriculture  in  the  Huzur  Office 
has  to  deal  with  other  subjects  and  cannot  give  it  that  attention  which  the 
subject  requires  and  cannot  evolve  the  sort  of  policy  which  the  subject 
deserves.  It  is  only  from  this  point  of  view  that  the  creation  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  can  he  justified.  Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai ’s  opinion  on  this  point 
conflicts  with  his  criticisms  of  the  existing  defects  in  the  working  of 
the  Development  Departments  and  cannot  therefore  be  accepted.  In 
his  own  words,  there  is  absolutely  no  need  for  appointing  a  committee. 
Unfortunately  myself  anil  many  others  in  this  Council  are  of  a 
different  opinion.  W e  know  the  defects.  Because  there  are  no  proper 
facilities,  we  cannot  work.  There  is  no  good  in  explaining  away 
all  these  things.  The  one  thing  we  want  is,  how.  to  got  rid  of  , 
poverty,  how  to  make  the  man  spend  his  own  money  and  make  him 
produce  more  where  there  is  almost  little  or  no  production  at  present,  . 
Now,  in  North  Travancore,  the  four  main  defects  are,'  (1)  want  of 
irrigation  facilities,  (2)  want  of  manuring,  (3)  bad  or  rather 
antiquated  agricultural  implements,  and  perhaps  (4)  also,  want,  of 
good  breed  of  cattle.  These  are  the.  four  defects  under  which  the 
agricultural  population  in  North  Travancore,  especially  Alangad,  Parur,  ' 
Kunnatnad,  Muvattupuzha,  Minachil  and  Todupuzha  taluks,  are  suf¬ 
fering  irom.  In  these  taluks,  even -when  defects  are  remedied,  I  do 
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not  think  there  will  be  an  end  to  our  difficulties.  Our  work  is  to  make 
those  people  remove  those  defects  themselves,  by  providing  them  with 
sufficient  funds  aided  by  Co-operative  Societies  and  the  Agricultural 
Department  under  the  Agricultural  Loans  Regulation  and  even  by 
giving  selected  classes  among  them  bounties  as  the  Government  have 
done  in  England.  If  the  last  kind  of  help  is  necessary  here  also,  I  think 
we  are  bound,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  to  extend  the  same,  even 
at  some  sacrifice.  For  these  reasons  a  committee  is  demanded  and  I 
think  we  should  be  only  doing  our  duty  if  we  were  to  accede  to  tlie 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai. 

Mr.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBAltATANU  PILLAI  {Kailculam  cum  To- 
vala )  :  Sir,  I  heartily  support  the  motion. 

iBUsqpt—tiJ  irsirL-.isj.ev  $gmiEia(GrFj$-j3i  (jsSuaujutnesr  ^airnus  Q/sASsc 

pp&s  QeuQQpsarjijuBevSsv,  ^uQuitjv  eS&aB/o  OffifS'sucb 

jy6W<nsfliu/srrrl^_ffi90«<flfl  a;  ly-iu&is,  Q««ar®  Q&iuir’jsh  us s 

49tdiQanfnn®  aveota  T«ar.  Beo 

«sv  a_sart_iii0® uu $pr<S>  s-rfauu*  J5»$sfipgi  Qsirem 

Ql-  euqjjS'Co&i.  jfjSi^ev  Q®V  &  zvsutreu  L$aeerr£HLts  J>/i9 

sSrpjS  Q&iiitu  Qtniu6yu>  u  uuiLy  «*($>- 

u9<sV  G& it sv  epiS!/o  Ga  eir  mSiuiBfhsii  Qp&iuiiUtoH  *<2eto«£u®&. 

(1)  pesuTesaf  rr . 

(2)  a.jr(°r,  0«oyj. 

(3)  e-Lpe>i&rrr&®n  ih/ssir. 

(4) 

^ioaraaafiftj/Mij  Q u ir gv usir esr  QsusnenUi  Gsl  Qjusuip.  0 

eirikmSsn  tturtruspgi  Qmu ^Qmn®uuQ jttiQ  Gusev  (got  ikAr  e£ir&s6 
Geilir,  uptiGleibgi  Gant&xmGeii ir  mrr^r. 
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fl*ir®uus5)^sfli_  §£i<£i—pfi>iev  QqjjSiQuj  uuirirG®  ^uboir/Slev  sjiruiatr® 
Qfiugi  2-.ru>  e.d«ri_,i-«©  QanQaaOTirtf .  j§)  t_  .-s  &  &  eiieir  LfsBr.^w) 
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g.68u p.  LjpwGu <a@  eiojgevBi.  eifln  QauynbmBsor  ewa/^jsiSI/y. 
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[Rev.  Fr.  Ivuriakose  Vettikappalli.] 

fi0a^}.£0  /5Ttl®ag  Q&err3ifiiuLC‘ir&  erheonsn sviamstflggia 
err psstm&eri  «n®pgikQ*iTe!re<T  JO) gueujgU&G  sussarQd).  pasr^C®  u>k 
tL®«@  ^gemaj  iGsvasstflso  Iwuii^pOsT^reir  ^j^aeu^smuu 

tLqj-Qjuu  ,ffl Qutrw  ■s.soi/rGlussjrjr 

*05  gs>®  <^*fT«Ja/u9a)sv/r^^  Minor  Forest  s&nt  Q Loi’^^^ismira 
epifliigi  Qsfr®A«CVsssrSd>.  British  .=g£®uwr®.s>,e)5«0  ^“gansi;  4h.tlq. 
®0uu®>^  (^appasQsusk®u>. 

Q(tfye$ia,tfpir&GfT  pwmm  usir®a&f  liuitij  fr&Giasnsii&r  Q&sir&,i{hu 
wr«w  g)L_u9ffl)suirui«v  ^yai»ai«®V  S-i~mp<r(om  $)p>  ihgoQuir 

&/0'£i.  ^essny-so  §jjrokQpi-t,i»eu  x>-rwt  CS^IP  'aiirisi^ausiGurtso  usr 
®«iw7j&  suiriBmQeuaimp-ujfiil 0uu«Tm  Ojiiu^ai  <vspt—QLDiruuQ)Q/D 

Sgs^lau  &jirppSssr  0 jftuojQ su>0W®G) uatittrjpi  asuiiQipfir  djSrij} 
ibjP  J>)$8>La  Qfiph  9evn/Qa:tUj&l  ^I'eemadt  S^l-ib&siFigo  ufiQ&irjgfesr 
ua>jr<L„T£ar  sriuu®p£h  (jgxg&Qp&l.  ^aowseiSteo  Q&ii gisui^Sp  sr' 
oisvir  Qei j^a^agLo  63(51  Uiiureu  Guam'S  uptgt /flaw* 

serr  ^uQuirmpkmuQiJirjB  jy&9iL®  S(i^isi^k-brTJ-irs^A(^  Q«t®4« 
(oau«rmr®ii. 

qphQiuLLirasr  Q^ei^wps dbsJm  geg  Agricultural  Exhibition 
/SL^ppQsusm'JiLf  jqQptr®  ffi0  ■Jj0i«rrj//ra(»53isu-  uja/th  if-uuirir il®2m«jr 
f$ ^,1—iu sq lc>  Q^-fi^Js®3<ai;«/®d>.  j-/ip0,a_«Aai6rr 

«j^jOarr6?rsrr  op©  su@L.,ipl-«  g60^«u&><)r«./:Tai/j,7  apg  District  meet¬ 
ing’  mi-ppuuL-QeusmQu.'  uiflQ^irpSsifi  QflaiL<-  'iinteiF&)  sp@  ainTtesoa1 
QprCj—a  m '<  uu'ypp?e@jiim®ui.  aeou<*>u,  atf.i.tfrttar,  (J/wr 

ojsssrr,  a_irii  ^)smsuiSsrrS3>es!ti®  ji/jSisgi&CclairsireT!  0<y eiraifl we;.* sir  |§) 
g) «) 6u  < &rr  mi—p^natpira^  Officials  and  non- 
officials  Q&nrtSjS  gE!0  aibiflp/S  ^rruuQp^Gsuahr^.uj^t  iQsstjUi, 
.Qeu9mu\. 

Eev.  Fr.  KURIAKOSE  VETTIKAPPALLI  (Tuclujmzha  cum 
Kunnainad) :  Sir,  any  scheme  or  suggestion  towards  the  improvement 
of  our  paddy  cultivation  and  towards  the  making  of  our  paddy  supply 
sufficient  for  the  country  should  be  quite  welcome,  because  the  sad 
_  experience  we  had  during  the  great  war  crisis  has  taught  us  that 
we  should  rely  upon  ourselves  for  our  food  supply.  But  whether 
a  committee  as  contemplated  by  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  is  the  proper 
step  to  be  taken  at  present  is  a  matter  on  which  I  have  serious  doubts. 
As  Mr.  Paul  V.  Daniel  pointed  out,  the  Government  are  doing  a  great  deal 
for  the  improvement  of  extensive  and  intensive  paddy  cultivation,  both 
through  the  Agricultural  Department  and  through  the  Economic 
Development  Board  and  also  through  the  many  committees  that  have 
been  recently  appointed  in  Afferent  taluks  to  consider  the  question  of. 
the  conversion  of  swampy  areas  in  reserved  forests  for  cultivation.  So 
I  think,  at  this  stage,  it  would  be  superfluous  to  support  or  to  recommend 
a  more  general  committee  for  the  same  purpose.  We  should  wait  and 
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see  what  these  agencies  that  are  at  work  now  are  doing  for  the 
improvement  of  agriculture,  and  . if  they  prove,  after  a  sufficient  period  of 
time,  to  be  unsuccessful  in  their  attempt,  I  think,  then  it  would  be  time 
for  us  to  devise  further  means.  At  present,  I  am  at  one  with  Mr.  Paul 
V.  Daniel  in  saying  that  we  should  wait  and  see  what  these  agencies 
can  do,  whether  they  would  be  successful  in  their  work  or  not. 

Mr.  S.  8UBBAHMANYA  KARAYALAB'  ( Pathmapuram  cum 
Shenrnlfah) :  Sir,  as  to  the  importance  of  agriculture  no  discussion 
at  all  is  necessary. 

“As  unto  the  car  the  axle  is 
So  unto  the  world  the  farmer.’ ’ 

Tiruvallnvauayanar  says :  - 

•‘a  (tgaiiriT  s-wS'ipiriiitireiisFi." 

To  say  in  plain  words  :  ‘the  farmer  is  the  cause  of  other  people’s 
existence  in  the  world'. 

I  quite  support  the.  resolution  brought  forward  by  my  learned 
friend,  Mr.  C.  P.  Koehukunju  Pillai,  in  principle  ;  but  I  do  not  agree 
with  him  in  the.  formation  of  a  committee  to  consider  the  question  of 
paddy  cultivation  in  the  State  and  to  investigate  the  causes  of  failure 
of  crops  and.  to  suggest  methods  l>v  which  both  intensive  and  extensive 
cultivation  may  be  improved. 

My  friend  wants  a  committee  to  investigate  the  causes  of  failure 
of  crops,  In  my  opinion  no  committee  is  necessary  to  find  out  the  cause 
of  failure  of  crops.  Paddy  cultivation  in  Travancore,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  generally  does  not  fail  for  want  of  water.  In  Kuttanad,  i.  e.,  in 
Ambalapuzha,  portions  of  Kottayam,  Changanacbery,  etc.,  the  failure 
of  paddy  cultivation  is  entirely  due.  to  the  overflow  of  water  by  breaches 
in  bunds.  In  other  taluks,  failure  of  paddy  cultivation  for  want  of 
water  is  very  rare.  I  do  not  submit  that  there  is  not  failure  of  paddy 
cultivation.  There  is  occasional  failure  of  crops  but  this  is  not  entirely 
due  to  the  failure  of  rain,  for  we  are  blessed  with  two  monsoons. 
If  we  can  only  arrange  to  store  water  during  rainy  seasons  there  can 
never  be  failure  of  crops  in  Travancore  for  want  of  water.  In  this  con¬ 
nection,  I  have  to  submit  that  the  natural  conditions  obtaining  in  Travan¬ 
core  will  not  permit  the  construction  of  big  tanks  to  store  water  therein, 
for  the  lands  are  uneven  and  when  water  js  collected  in  tanks  of  higher 
level,  and  when  lands  are  irrigated  by  the  same  tanks  on  a  merely  lower 
level,  there  will  be  ample  percolat  ion  of  water  and  the  tanks  will  be  left 
empty  before  a  few  days’  lapse  after  the  rain ;  and  the  soil  in  all  the  ele¬ 
vated  taluks  being  generally  made  up  of  loose  sand  they  are  unable  to  hold 
water.  By  submitting  these  facts  I  should  not  be  misunderstood  as  oppos¬ 
ing  the  construction  of  new  tanks  and  the  restoration  of  existing  tanks. 

There  are  several  rivers  in  Travancore,  and  none  of.  them  are  used 
for  paddy  cultivation,  except  one  or  two  rivers  in  South  Travancore  and 
two’  in  Shencottah.  Many  of  them  are  so  deep  that  it  is  absolutely  impos¬ 
sible  to  construct  anicuts  and  use  their  water  for  paddy  cultivation  ;  and 
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if  anicuts  are  constructed  we  have  not  wide  level  tracts  to  bring  under 
paddy  cultivation.  Failure  of  crops  in  Travancore  being  a  rarity,  except 
during  unusual  drought,  let  me  examine  whether  intensive  and  extensive 
cultivation  of  paddy  is  possible  so  as  to  make  the  total  outturn  of  paddy  in 
Travancore  self-sufficient. 

For  intensive  cultivation,  we  require  the  following  essential  in¬ 
gredients.  The  fanner  should  not  he  a  beggar.  He  should  never  be 
under  the  iron  clutches  of  Shylocks.  Fie.  must,  have  the  necessary  agri¬ 
cultural  implements  and  sufficiently  healthy  bulls  to  plough  his  lands  at 
the  proper  time.  He  must  have  his  own  seeds.  He  must  have  suffici¬ 
ent  facilities  to  visit  his  lands  as  often  as  possible.  I  am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  many  farmers  are  without  good  bulls  and  seeds  of  their  own, 
and  good  roads  for  agricultural  purposes  are  wanting  in  many  places. 

The  next  important  thing  for  intensive  cultivation  of  paddy  is  that" 
lands  in  the  same  blocks  should  not  be  uneven ;  for  when  lands  are 
uneven  there  is  no  use  of  manuring  them  as  the  manure  is  apt  to 
be  washed  away.  The  land  should  be  impervious  and  should  not  be 
porous,  for  the  latter  land  will  not  retain  the  manure.  And  I  need  not 
submit  that  all  lands  in  mountainous  tracts  which  form  the  major  por¬ 
tion  are  loose  and  porous,  and  so  unable  to  retain  the  manure. 

For  intensive  paddy  cultivation,  there  should  be  very  little  rainfall 
in  the  area  under  cultivation.  The  yield  will  be  very  poor  in  places 
where  there  is  continuous  rain  from  the  time  of  sowing  up  to  the  time 
of  harvest.  In  Travancore,  for  example,  the  sowing  operation  will  be 
over  before  the  end  of  Medam  and  the  rain  begins  in  Edavam  and 
continues  almost  up  to  the  end  of  Karkadakam  when  harvest  begins,  and 
consequently  the  lands  do  not  get  sufficient  heat  for  proper  development. 
We  can  invariably  see  all  over  Travancore  that  long  before  paddy 
shoots  but,  the  tender  growths,  not  being  strong,  fall  down,  and  the  result 
will  be  that  such  fallen  growths  will  not  yield  any  paddy  at  all.  For 
good  outturn  again,  the  constant  supervision,  of  the  owner  of  the  land 
is  of  paramount  importance,  and  I  am  sure,  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  will 
not  deny  the  fact  that  many  of  our  wealthy  landlords  scarcely  visit  their 
lands  and  he  will  not  deny  the  fact  that  in  his  own  taluk  the  ridges  of 
paddy  lands  are  so  very  narrow  as  not  to  admit  the  passing  of  a  single 
individual. 

£..S3>L_ iu  sv sir  .ssaiT  C? (gsajt _ »  U  UuSlif 

If  the  owner  does  not  supervise  his  own  lands,  ruin  is  assured. 
Another  important  thing  for  intensive  cultivation  is  that  the  soil  should 
be  sufficiently  made  powdery  and  sufficiently  heated  before  the  seeds 
are  sown.  On  account  of  constant  rain  in  Travancore,  both  are  im¬ 
possible. 

For  intensive  cultivation,  lands  should  he  level,  the  owner’s  supervi¬ 
sion  is  highly  necessary,  and  the  option  of  watering  the  land  should  be  en¬ 
tirely  under  the  control  of  the  owner,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  decide  whei} 
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to  water  and  when  not-  The  intensive  productive  capacity  of  the  soil  in 
South Travancore  has  become  fruitless  because  of  the  excessive  percolation 
of  water  into  old  lands  from  the  newly  cultivated  lands  at  the  elevated 
tracts.  Intensive  cultivation  in  Travancore  will  not  be  possible,  as  in  the 
neighbouring  districts  of  Tinnevelly,  Madura  and  Trichinopoly,  which 
are  in  the  same  latitude,  because  the  lands  in  these  latter  districts  are 
level  lands  and  they  are  supplied  with  water  from  Travancore  and  Mala¬ 
bar.  If  lands  are  properly  levelled,  ploughed,  manured  and  watered  only 
when  water  is  required,  they  may  be  made  to  yield  more,  and  these 
are  works  to  be  done  by  the  owners  of  lands  and  not  by  the  Government. 
Of  course,  the  Government  may  be  requested  to  work  for  the  proper  sup¬ 
ply  of  water  where  water  is  wanting  and  to  provide  sufficient  drainage 
where  there  is  much  water. 

As  for  extensive  cultivation,  we  have  not  proper  lands  for  the  same. 
Of  course,  there  are  swampy  areas  in  mountains  ;  but  to  make  them  fit 
■  for  paddy  cultivation  is  a  very  difficult  task,  and  even  when  they  are 
made  to  yield,  the  gathering  of  the  crop  is  exposed  to  several  dangers, 
vk.,  destruction  by  wild  beasts  and  birds.  Only  big  capitalists  can  ven¬ 
ture  to  undertake  such  works  and  they  are  rare  in  Travancore.  To 
extend  paddy  cultivation  to  places  under  water  in  the  Purakkad  kctri  men¬ 
tioned  by  some  of  the  members,  I  have  my  serious  doubts  as  to  the  drain¬ 
age  question.  If  all  lands  under  water  are  brought  under  paddy  cultiva¬ 
tion  without  solving  the  important  question  of  drainage  during  heavy 
floods,  the  fate  that  the  salt  licensees  in  Travancore  had  during  the  last 
cyclone  will  be  repeated  when  lands  are  reclaimed  from  water  in  Amba- 
lapuzha  and  other  taluks.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  there  is  not  much  scope 
for  extensive  and  intensive  cultivation  of  paddy  in  Travancore  owing  to 
natural  disadvantages. 

Under  the  above  circumstances,  I  beg  to  submit  that  a  committee 
of  the  type  suggested  by  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  is  unnecessary  as  it 
will  not  end  in  any  good  results.  What  I  beg  to  suggest  is  the 
following.  Each  member  on  this  side  of  the  House  should  lead  the 
proprietors  of  the  lands  in  each  taluk  and  form  agricultural  associations 
with  the  Tahsildar  as  the  President  and  the  association  should  meet  in 
the  head-quarters  at  least  four  times  in  the  year,  and  they  should  find  out 
the  various  means  of  improving  their  lands  so  as  to  make  them  fit  for  in¬ 
tensive  cultivation,  and  also  find  out  lands  in  their  own  taluks  fit  for 
paddy  cultivation,  and  submit  their  proposals  for  proper  examination  and 
help  from  the  Government,  and  the  proposal  should  go  through  the  re¬ 
venue  collectors  of  each  division  to  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  first, 
and  finally  to  the  Government.  District  associations  may  also  be 
formed  with  the  Dewan  Peishkar  as  their  head  and  two  members  from 
each  taluk  association  may  be  selected  for  forming  the  district  associa¬ 
tion,  and  the  district  association  shall  be  made  ordinarily  to  meet  twice, 
a  year  to  concert  measures  affecting  ihe  whole  division. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (No.ninated) :  Is  the  committee  suggested 
by  Mi\  Kochukunju  Pillai  not  intended  to  make  suggestions  to  the 
Government? 
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Me.  S.  SUBRAHMANYA  KARAYALAR  (Pattanapurmi  cum 
Shencottah)  :  Of  course  it  is  intended  to  make  such  suggestions.  But 
jt  is  not  necessary  in  the  light  of  the  facts  that  I  have  suggested. 

Mu,.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) :  I 
wish  to  know  from  Mr.  Subrahmanya  Karayalar  whether  he  has  made, 
in  the  shape  of  a  publication,  any  contribution  to  the  science  of  agri¬ 
culture. 

Mb.  K.  SUBRAHMANYA  KARAYALAR  ( Patlanapnram  cum 
Shencottah):  That  does  not  arise  here. 

Me.  T.  Iv.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ned-umangad)  :  It 
may  not,  I  want  only  information. 

Mb,  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottamlnra  cum  KnnnaUvr): 
Sir,  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  principle  of  my  resolution  has  been  ac¬ 
cepted  by  all  without  any  exception.  The  only  point  of  difference  be¬ 
tween  myself  and  three  or  four  members  on  this  side  of  the  House  is 
that  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  as  suggested  by  me,  is  not  neces¬ 
sary. 

Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  the  official  member,  said  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  appoint  a  separate  committee  to  investigate  the  lines  of 
paddy  cultivation  I  suggested.  He  further  told  us  that  the  Agricul¬ 
tural  Department  was  doiDg  what  I  wanted  and  that  the  question  was 
also  taken  up  by  the  Economic  Development  Board,  and  that  they  had 
prepared  a  scheme  and  sent  it  up  to  the  Government  for  consideration, 

I  am  not  satisfied  with  what  they  have  done  with  regard  to  this  ques¬ 
tion.  The  Agricultural  Department  has  got  multifarious  duties  to 
attend  to.  He  has  told  us  also  that  the  Agricultural  Department  has 
tried  to  supply  manure  which,  as  I  have  already  stated  in  my  first 
speech,  is  very  costly,  and  as  such  our  poor  ryots  are  not  in  a  position  to 
purchase.  He  then  referred — and  I  also  referred  to  it — to  the  question  of 
the  supply  of  manure.  The  Government  have  themselves  changed  their 
opinion  in  the  matter.  Then  again,  he  said  that  he  had  analysed  certain 
soils  in  certain  places  of  the  country.  He  also  spoke 'of  the  Economic 
Development  Board.  The  Economic  Development  Board  sat  once  or 
twice  to  consider  the  question  and  drafted  a  scheme.  My  question 
is  whether  the  members  of  the  Economic  Development  Board  have 
gone  to  the  several  taluks  of  the  State  and  ascertained  directly 
from  the  people  and  have  inspected  the  several  elas  or  fields  in  parti¬ 
cular  localities  in  order  to  ascertain  the  defects  that  exist  in  the 
paddy  cultivation  in  those  taluks.  They  have  also  not  ascertained  what 
the  remedial  measures  that  have  to  be  suggested  are.  My  case  is  that 
the  whole  question  of  paddy  cultivation  has  to  be  taken  up  by  a  separate 
body  who  have  to  sit  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
various  aspects  bearing  on  that  question.  The  question  pointed  out  by 
Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  has  to  be  gone  into  and  it  is  not  within  the 
scope  of  the  Agricultural  Department  or  the  Economic  Development 
Board.  The  Economic  Development  Board  have  no  time  to  devote  all 
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its  attention  exclusively  to  this  question.  They  have  also  very  many 
other  duties  to  bestow  their  attention  upon.  So,  now,  as  to  what  has 
been  done  by  the  Economic  Development  Board  and  the  Agricultural 
Department  I  will  only  recall  to  my  memory  what  has  been  said  by 
Messrs.  Mammen  Mappillai  and  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai.  Mr.  Mannnen 
Mappillai  has  expressly  and  boldly  laid  down  before  the  Blouse  the  fact 
that  the  demonstration  of  paddy  cultivation  made  in  his  own  land  was  not 
at  all  satisfactory.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  not  been  to  the  benefit  of 
the  ryots  at  all-  It  is  not  merely  the  want  of  manure  that  is  the  cause 
of  the  failure  of  crops.  The  question  has  to  be  gone  into  in  a  more  de¬ 
tailed  manner.  Of  course,  I  have  already  dwelt  upon  this  question  in 
my  first  speech  and  I  do  not  want  to  repeat  that  again. 


Then  again,  the  very  fact  or  circumstance  that  only  ten  or  fifteen 
cents  of  land  are  available  for  the  use  of  each  man  in  the  State  strongly 
proves  the  absolute  and  immediate  necessity  of  a  committee  being  ap¬ 
pointed  to  deal  with  the  whole  question  on  the  lines  that  I  have  already 
suggested.  Mr.  Karayalar  has  delivered  a  long  speech  in  which  he  has 
referred  to  the  nature  of  paddy  fields  in  it  is  taluk  as  well  as  mine.  I 
assure  Mr.  Karayalar  that  the  condition  of  the  paddy  fields  in  my  taluk 
is  so  deplorable  that  it  is  due  to  that  also  that  I  have  been  forced  to 
move,  such  a  resolution  in  this  Council.  We  are  suffering  very  much  on 
account  of  the  poor  condition  of  paddy  cultivation  in  our  taluk.  I  know 
that  the  irrigation  work  with  regard  to  my  taluk  is  entirely  neglected.  -I 
have  po:  •  .ed  out  the  fact  to  the  Dewan  himself  once.  There  is  a  one¬ 
sided  omal  for  an  da  which  covers  about  2,000  or  3,000  acres.  I  have 
not  known  whether  the  Agricultural  Department  or  the  Economic  .De¬ 
velopment  Board  have  considered  anything  about  that  canal  at  all.  If 
we  examine  the  question  in  this  way,  we  will  find  that  the  irrigation 
cana's  and  tanks  of  the  different  parts  of  the  country  are  in  a  very  de- 
plorable  condition  and  I  am  sure  even  the  members  who  did  not  join 
with  me  in  the  appointment  of  a  separate  committee  to  deal  with  this 
whole  question  will  certainly  agree  with  me.  I  am  sure  Messrs.  Daniel, 
Lakshmana  Pillai  and  Nkhry  who  accept  the  principle  of  my  resolution, 
but  say  that  a  separate  committee  need  not  he  appointed,  will  also  agree 
with  rae  if  they  come  to  know  of  the  very  deplorable  condition  of  the 
several  irrigation  tanks  and  canals  of  the  State.  I  know  there  have 
been  many  representations  in  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  for  the 
appointment  of  a  separate  committee  for  the  purpose.  I  think  Mr. 
Khadir  Pillai  in  the  17th  session  of  the  Assembly  moved  for  the  ap». 
pointment  of  a  separate  committee  to  deal  with  this  question.  bir,  the 
Agricultural  Department  is  doing  something,  I  did  not  forget,  to  men¬ 
tion  that  in  my  first  speech  itself.  Tire  Economic  Development  Board 
also  considered  the  question  once.  That  also  I  am  not  unaware  ol. 
But  my  point  is  that  the  whole  question  of  paddy  cultivation,  how.  tar 
it  can  be  extended,  and  how  far  it  can  be  improved,  are  matters  that 
have  to  he  looked  into.  It  is  for  that  purpose  that  I  moved  tor  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  separate  committee. 
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Mr.  Mammon  Mappillai  said  that  the  question  of  improvement 
might  be  enquired  into  or  investigated  by  deputing  the  Director  of  Agri¬ 
culture  or  one  or  two  Executive  Engineers.  I  do  not  ignore  their  pre¬ 
sence  on  the  committee.  Of  course,  they  are  the  proper  persons  for  the 
purpose.  If  any  committee  is  to  be  appointed  they  are  sure  to  be  members 
of  that  committee.  I  do  not  want  a  committee  excluding  these  persons. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  committee  should  consist  of  experts  like  Mr. 
Paramesvaran  Pillai,  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  and  the  exports  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  such  as  an  Executive  Engineer  or  Assistant  Engineer 
or  even  the  Chief  Engineer.  I  have  absolutely  no  objection  to  having 
them  as  members  of  the  committee.  Along'  with  them,  some  of  the 
non-official  members  may  or  may  not  be  added.  My  point  is  not 
v/ith  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  committee  or  the  sort  of  members  con- 
stLotmg  it.  I  only  want  a  committee  specially  deputed  for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  the  whole  question  of  paddy  cultivation.  That  is  my 
position.  All  the  members  who  did  not  speak  in  favour  of  a  separate  ' 
committee  said,  I  think,  that  there  must  be  a  body  of  men  to  look  into 
the  question.  I  do  not  see  why  under  such  circumstances  a  separate 
committee  should  not  he  appointed.  We  have  had  a  committee  called 
the  Scholarships  Committee.  We  have  had  a  committee  for  the  Press. 
We  have  had  another  for  the  Workshops.  These  are  matters  which  are 
much  less  important  than  the  question  now  under  discussion.  I  think 
it  is  only  just  and  fair  and  reasonable  for  me  to  move  such  a  resolution 
in  this  Council  and  to  request  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  to 
accept  my  proposal  and  vote  for  me. 

Mb.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Atj.  Director  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries) :  Sir,  we  do  not  come  to  definite  conclusions 
merely  after  a  chemical  examination  of  the  soil.  We  begin  with 
the  chemical  investigation,  and,  after  finishing  that,  we  resort 
to  field  experiment.  When  we  go  to  a  particular  area,  first  of  all 
we  survey  the  whole  area  correctly,  and  then  collect  samples  of  soils 
which  we  then  analyse.  We  thus  find  out  the  defects  in  the  soil  and  • 
recommend  suitable  manure.  Of  course,  in  some  cases  the  result  of  the 
experiment  and  the  consequent  recommendation  may  not  be  success¬ 
ful  at  the  first  instance.  Then  we  make  new  suggestions  and  see  that 
the  whole  thing  is  done  successfully.  As  Mr.  P-  K.  Narayana  Pillai 
observed,  it  is  not  by  chemical  analysis  alone  that  we  make  these  recom¬ 
mendations. 

I  did  not  say  that  there  was  no  biologist  here.  There  are  people 
who  have  sufficient  knowledge  of  biology.  I  myself  know  biology.  What  I 
said  was  that  a  bacteriological  investigation  was  necessary.  Bacteriology 
is  also  a  branch  of  biology,  It  is  bacteria  that  chiefly  affect  the  kari 
soils.  It  is  therefore  absolutely  essential  to  have  an  expert  soil- 
bacteriologist  to  carry  on  investigation  for  a  biological  study  of  the  soil. 

Mb.  A,  HOOG-EWEBF  (Nominated) :  I  beg  to  know  from  the 
member  what  became  of  the  experiments  made  in  the  fields  of  Mr. 
Mammen  Mappillai. 
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Mb.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  :  I  am  coming  to  that.  I  am  just  referring  to  the  ex¬ 
periments  conducted  in  the  punja  lands  at  Alleppej .  The  major  portion 
of  the  punjci  lands  there  are  cultivated  only  once  in  two  years. 

Mr.  p.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha) :  That  is  not 
quite  correct. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  :  There  are  some  portions  which  are  cultivated  annually 
and  others  that  are  cultivated  only  once  in  two  years.  There  is  a  canal 
running  from  the  small  bridge  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Ambalapuzha 
temple  and  going  right  up  to  Chunkam  at  Alleppey.  The  whole  block  of 
land  lying  on  the  western  side  of  that  canal  is  cultivated  annually.  The 
block  of  land  on  the  eastern  side  is  cultivated  once  in  two  years  and  in 
some  cases  only  once  in  three  years.  The  latter  class  of  lands  are 
mostly  in  the  area  which  lies  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Pallatturutti 
river.  Many  ryots  of  Kuttanad  told  us  :  “  There  is  the  Agricultural 
Department.  Why  do  you  not  improve  the  condition  of  our  lands  and 
help  us  to  cultivate  our  lands  annually  V  We  cultivate  them  only  once  in 
two  or  three  years.  Why  does  the  department  not  choose  a  small  block 
in  the  area  and  demonstrate  to  us  the  proper  method  of  cultivation  in 
order  to  enable  us  to  benefit  by  the  results  of  the  demonstration”  ‘f  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  we  acquired  thirty  acres  of  land  for  demonstration  purposes. 
We  were  cultivating  it  annually,  and  our  experiment  proved  a  success. 
The  usual  pattern  in  the  surrounding  area  is  about  2-J  to  3  paras  for 
one  para  of  land. 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries, 
North ) :  A  word  of  personal  explanation,  Sir.  I  am  cultivating  the 
whole  of  my  land  annually,  and  I  have  about  300  acres  there.  I  re¬ 
quested  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  to  conduct  experiments  in  30  acres  of  my 
laud.  He  applied  different  kinds  of  manure.  I  have  to  say  with  very 
.  great  regret  that  the  yield  in  the  experimental  plot  wras  not  at  all 
greater  than  the  yield  in  my  other  lands  which  surrounded  it  which  I 
cultivated  in  the  usual  method.  The  results  in  the  area  in  which  Dr. 
Kunjan  Pillai  applied  different  .kinds  of  manure  w’ere  not  in  anyway 
superior  to  those  in  the  surrounding  area.  Mr.  Paramesvarau  Pillai  knows 
the  whole  thing  because  he  himself  has  come  to  the  spot.  There  is  a 
general  impression  that  I  have  been  greatly  benefited  by  these  experi¬ 
mental  operations.  That  is  not  true.  I  only  lost  every  year  Es.  300  or 
Es.  400  in  the  purchase  of  manures  suggested  by^  the  Department  of 
Agriculture.  But  I  have  greatly  benefited  by  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  s  advice 
that  lime  is  very  good  to  neutralise  the  acidity  of  Kuttanad  soils. 
Though  this  advice  was  at  first  derided  by  the  ryots,  they  have  now 
become- convinced  of  its  truth,- and  the  use  of  lime  in  punja  lands,  till 
then  unknown,  is  now  steadily  extending, 

PRESIDENT  :•  Are  you  not  cultivating  your  lauds  annually  now  ? 
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Mb.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries, 
North)  :  Yes;  but  it  is  because  I  have  spent  more  capital  and  carried 
out  better  ploughing  and  drainage  than  my  neighbours.  I  cannot  say 
that  the  results  I  have  obtained  are  commensurate  with  the  expenses: 
I  have  incurred  or  such  as  to  induce  other  ryots  to  follow  in  my  wake. 
Iam  not  at  all  blaming  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  as  he  warned  me  at  the 
outset  that  the  results  might  prove  disappointing.  But  since  I  was 
pointedly  asked  about  it,  I  have  taken  this  opportunity  of  emphatically 
dispelling  the  notion  that  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai  lias  enormously  enriched 
me  at  Government  expense.  I  have  paid  for  every  pound  of  manure 
supplied  to  me. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cmivNcdicnaur/ad)  Sir,— 

PRESIDENT:  He  is  only  explaining.  You  cannot  put  a  ques¬ 
tion  to  a  member  who  is  only  offering  an  explanation.  You  can  put  a 
question  only  to  the  member  who  is  in  possession  of  the  House. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  N edumangad) :  I 
may  ask  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture  and 
Eiskeries. 

PRESIDENT  .  You  may  very  well  ask  him,  (l.auyhtcr.) 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ncdumangad ) : 

•  Has  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  perused  the  Administration  Report  of 
1097 — that  particular  portion  which  alludes  to  Mr.  Mammon  Mappillai’s 
affair  ? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ay,  Director  of  Ay rieulture 
and  Fisheries ) :  Yes. 

Me.  T.  II.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  N edumangad) : .  I 
shall  read  it.  It  deals  with  the  puny  a  cultivation  farm  at  Alleppey. 

“  l’ho  experimental  culti  vation  of  30  acres  of  /mi ija  lands  at  Alloppny,  which.  Was 
started  in  1093,  was  continued  on  the  same  lines  as  in  the  previous  year  and  completed  in 
the  year.  The  total  yield  was  3,97-1  paras  or  139  paras  per  acre  of  land  anil  the  total  net 
profit  was  Es.  961-21-1  or  Es.  32-1-12  per  acre.  The  experience  of  the  last  5  years  has 
demonsoated  that  a  successful  yearly  crop  ean  bo  raised  in  ptinja  lands  which  ar.o 
usually  cultivated  only  once  in  2  or  3  years,  ” 

Mb.  II.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries ) :  I  have  perused  it  and  I  am  just  going  to  explain  that. 

Mb.  T.  II.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  N edumangad)  :  I 
wish  to  further  ask  whether  the  thirty  acres  are  those  alluded  to  by 
Mr.  II.  C,  Mammen  MappiUai. 

Mb,  II.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  I  think  so.  Anyhow,  wc  have  demonstrated  to  the  ryots 
of  Kuttanad  that,  by  the  judicious  application  of  lime  and  manure,  the 
■punja  lands  which  are  at  present  cultivated  every  other  year  or  once 
in  three  years  could  be  cultivated  annually.  I  think  the  experiments 
were  conducted  continuously  for  the  last  live  years  and  the  results  we 
obtained  have  to  our  minds  proved  quite  successful, 
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Mb.  Iv.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries, 
North') :  I  may  also  say  that  with  Dr,  Kunjan  Pillai’s  concurrence  after 
five  years  I  gave  up  the  use  of  manure  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  no  necessity  to  continue  the  use  of  these  manures. 

PRESIDENT:  The  question  has  been  put  by  Mr,  Vein  PilJai 
and  he  probably  wants  to  know  whether  the  statements  are  correct. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  : 
I  will  ask  .another  question.  I  wish  to  know  if  Mi:.  Manunen 
Mappillai,  who  is  the  owner  of  the  land,  by  word  or  deed,  ob¬ 
jected  to  this  portion  of  the  Administration  Report  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  untrue. 

PRESIDENT  :  How  can.  he  object  ?  I  do  not  think  that  this 
question  is  admissible. 

Mr.  T.  Iv.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum,  cum  Nedumangad) : 
May  I  know  whether  Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai  admits  it  ?  If  lie  does 
not  admit,  I  shall  not  ask  the  question.  As  Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai 
says  he  has  not  read  it,  I  do  not  press  this.  I  ivish  to  further  ask 
whether  the  statement  in  the  Administration  Report  is  correct. 

PRESIDENT:  That  yon  are  entitled  to  ask. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ): 
Is  the  statement  in  the  Administration  Report  correct  and  based  upon 
facts  ? 

Me.  K.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries)  :  Certainly. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated):  I  want  to  know  whether  the 
statements  made  by  Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai  or  those  contained  in  the 
Administration  Report  are  correct. 

PRESIDENT :  I  must  disallow  that  question. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag,  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  :  I  had  a  good  deal  of  talk  with  Mr.  Mammen  Mappillai ; 
and  I  think,  for  the  first  time,  towards  the  end  of  1089,  I  told  him 
that  in  my  opinion  there  was  no  necessity  for  applying,  large  quantities 
of  manure.  But  if  we  applied  lime  at  the  rate  of  1,500  lbs-  per  acre  that 
would  be  all  right.  Again  I  said  that  the  soil  in  Travancore  is  very 
poor  in  phosphoric  acid  and  the  analysis  conducted  showed  that  in 
Kuttanad  soil,  small  doses  of  phosphates  would  yield  very  good  results. 
Then  we  tried,,  by  the  application  of  manure,  whether  there  would  be 
large  increase  of  yield  by  using  different  kinds  of  manures -in  different 
places.  The  result  only  shows  that,  in  soils  of  that  type,  if  we  apply 
lime  we  need  not  apply  any  manure.  That  is  the  inference  we,  have 
drawn. 

Not  only  has  the  Agricultural  Department  taken  up  this  question. 
The  Government  also  are  doing  all  that  is  necessary.  The  Irrigation 
Department,  the  Forest  Department,  the  Revenue  Department— all 
these  departments  have  joined  together  ■  and  taken  up  this  question 
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in  right  earnest  and  they  are  doing  everything  they  can  for  ex¬ 
tending  paddy  cultivation  both  intensively  and  extensively.  Mr.  C.  P. 
Kochuknnju  Pillai  has  said  that  the  committee  lie  proposed  would 
consist  of  officers  from  the  Development  Departments  as  well  as  some 
other  members.  We  have  got  the  Economic  Development,  Board 
which  consists  of  heads  of  all  the  Development  Departments  and  some 
non-official  members  who  arc  competent  to  discuss  this  question.  If 
anybody  wants  to  make  any  suggestion  to  the  Development  Board  in 
regard  to  the  improvement  of  cultivation  of  paddy  he  is  quite  at  liberty 
to  do  so,  and  the  Economic  Development  Board  which  consists  of  official 
members  as  well  as  non-official  members  will  discuss  the  question. 
The  Board  is  competent  to  discuss  the  question  from  various  stand¬ 
points.  Then,  why  go  in  for  a  new  committee?  The  personnel  will 
be  the  same.  Even  if  we  are  going  to  appoint  a  new  committee,  all 
the  heads  of  the  Development  Departments  will  be  there.  There  is  one 
Engineer  to  give  expert  opinion  on  matters  relating  to  minor  irriga¬ 
tion  works.  Of  course  there  are  other  members  also. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amb.ilajmzJ,n)  :  Is  the 
Economic  Development  Board  in  the  habit  of  taking  evidence  by 
investigation  ? 

Mb.  K  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agrieultwe 
nd  Fisheries)  :  If  necessary,  they  will  collect  evidence  by  consulting 
Arsons  who  know  the  conditions  of  each  locality. 

/  Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhala.pmha) :  Have  they 
over  taken  evidence  ? 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agrieultwe 
awl  Fisheries)  :  Whenever  necessary  they  have  taken  evidence.  Even 
if  a  committee  is  appointed  all  these  people  must  be  there. 

Mb.  P.  K,  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapnzha) :  In  regard  to 
paddy  cultivation  in  the  State,  has  the  Development  Board  collected 
any  information  ? 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agrieultwe 
and  Fisheries)  :  Yes,  it  has. 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottaraham  cum  Iiumat- 
tur) :  What  is  the  nature  of  the  information  collected  ? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries):  They  have  collected  full  statistics  in  regard  to  the  area 
under" paddy  cultivation,  and  the  average  yield  from  one  acre  and  the 
total  output.  If  you  want  I  shall  give  all  the  details. 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum  Kunnattur): 
May  I  know  whether  there  was  any  failure  of  crops  in  different  elas  in 
the  different  taluks  of  the  State  ? 
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MR.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Tirumlia) :  May  I  know 
whether  you  are  in  possession  of  information  regarding  the  condition  of 
the  different  elas  in  the  different  taluks  in  the  State  and  how  the  crops 
have  been  failing  in  those  elas  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
anil  Fisheries):  When  they  have  had  any  doubt  in  regard  to  these  things, 
they  might  have  consulted  people  who  are  in  possession  of  the  inform¬ 
ation. 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottumlara  cum  lummi- 
tur) :  Are  we  to  presume  that  the  Board  has  collected  no  information 
about  paddy  cultivation  and  its  failure  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  It  does  not  follow  from  his  reply. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
mcl  Fisheries) :  I  shall  read  a  portion  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board. 
It  runs  as  follows: 

Mr,  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI.  ( Ambahpmha ) :  Have  they 
made  any  estimate  of  the  cultivable  land,  but  not  as  yet  under  cultiva¬ 
tion  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  I.  do  not  think  they  have. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries) :  Yes,  they  have. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhalajm.eha)  :  What  is  the 
extent  of  such  lands  ? 

Mr.  E.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries ) :  I  cannot  tell  you  off-hand. 

PRESIDENT  :  Have  you  anything  more  to  say  '! 

Mr,  E.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries):  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  referred  to  the  increasing  demand 
of  tenants  for  reduction  of  rent. 

PRESIDENT :  It  was  Mr.  Changanachery  Paramesvaran  Pillai 
who  referred  to  the  increasing  demand  for  reduction  of  rent. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries)  :  I  beg  your  pardon.  That  is  no  conclusive  proof  as  re¬ 
gards  the  reduction  of  output.  That  may  be  due  to  rise  in  the  wages  of 
labourers.  It  may  also  be  owing  to  the  springing  up  of  new  industries 
and  new  activities. 

PRESIDENT :  Do  you,  Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai,  wish  your  motion 
to  be  put  to  the  vote  ? 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottarcdam  cum  Kunnat- 
tur) :  Yes,  I  press  for  it. 

The  resolution  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost,  15  voting  for  and  21 
against, 
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A  poll  was  demanded  and  taken  with  the  following  results:— 


AYES— 1C.  .  . 

Mr.  T.  M.  Chidamharatann  Pillai.  ,  Mr.  Joseph  Panjikari 
„  A.  GovindaMenon, 


A.  Hoogeweri 

M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai. 

T.  K.  Vein  Pillai. 

N.  Ramakrishna.  Pillai. 
G.  Sankara  Menon. 

P.  K,  Narayana  Pillai. 


K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

(TiruvaUa} 

M.  N.  Pillai. 

M.  R.  Madhava  Variar. 

V.  Kinijnkrishna  Pillai. 

T.  Knmava  Pillai. 

0.  P.  Kochuknnj ti  Pillai. 
K.  Dominie  Tomman. 


NOES-- 


Mr.  I.  0.  Chacko. 

„  Paul  V.  Daniel. 

„  Dhanukoti  Pillai. 

„  K  George. 

,,  L.  C.  Hodgson. 

„  E.  Krishna  Pillai. 

Dewan  Bahadur  Dr,  P.  N.  Laksh- 
manan. 

Bev.  Fr.Kuriakose  Vettikkapalli. 

Mr.  K.  C.  Mammen  Mappillai 
„  P.  Paramesvaran. 

„  K  V.  Natesa  Aiyar, 

„  J.  John  Nidiry. 

The  resolution  was  declared  lost. 

The  Council  adjourned  for  lunch  at  2-15  P.  M. 


Mr.  S.  Parameavata  Aiyar. 

,,  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 
(■Iff.  Director  of  A grieuUure). 


I 


L.  E.  Baja  Baja  Varma. 

C.  Eamankunjn. 

W.  H.  Pitt. 

Bahadur  K.  V.  Bangaswami 
Aiyangar. 

S.  C.  PI.  Eobinson. 

,  V.  Subba  Aiyar., 

,  S.  Subrahmanya  Iiarayalar. 

,  A.  J.  Van  Boss. 


The  Council  met  agiin  at  3-5  p.  M. 

Appointment  of  a  Committee  to  Examine  the  Working  of  the 
Department  of  Ayurveda. 

PBESIDENT :  The  next  resolution  stands  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
N.  Ramakrishna  Pillai. 

Mr.  N.  EAMAKEISPINA  PILLAI  ( Vailcam  cum  Ettumanur)-. 
Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the  following  resolution  : — • 

"This  Cornell  recommends  to  the  Government  that  a  committee  tf 
official  and  non-official  members  be  appointed  to  craudite  the  working 
of  the  Department  of  Ayurveda  and  to  suggest  measures  for  its  further 
encouragement,  and  expansion.'’ 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):  Sir, 
I  cannot  hear  what  the  member  says. 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai,  you  are  of  course  expected 
to  speak  from  your  seat.  But  if  the  House  has  no  objection,  you  may 
take  the  seat  next  to  Mr.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  and  speak. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  c\im  Ettuniama)' 

Yes,  I  thank  you,  Sir.  11 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  discuss  the  general  efficacy  of  the" 
Ayurvedic  system  of  treatment  or  its  merits  and  demerits  as  compared 
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with  western  systems  of  medicine.  The  necessity  for  its  encourage¬ 
ment  has  long  been  recognised  by  the  Government  and  the  popular  faith 
in  this  system  of  treatment  has  never  been  shaken.  It  was  in  1071 
that  a  regular  system  of  medical  grants  to  Vaidyasalas  was  sanctioned 
by  the  Government.  The  Vaidyasalas  were  placed  under  a  committee  of 
two  leading  native  physicians  appointed  by  the  Government,  to  whom  all 
applications  for  grants  were  to  be  referred  and  whose  duty  was  to 
advise  the  Government  on  all  professional  and  other  matters  connected 
with  the  Vaidyasalas.  They  were  each  allowed  an  honorarium  of'Ks.  35 
per  mensem.  In  the  following  year,  the  system  of  grants-in-aid  to  the 
Vaidyasalas  was  improved  and  extended  and  rules  were  passed  prescribing 
the  conditions  of  grants  and  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  applicants 
for  the  same.  There  were  28  Vaidyasalas  receiving  grants  in  1072,  68  in 
1082, 73  in  1092,  81  in  1097  and  72  in  1098.  The  greatest  encourage¬ 
ment  sought  to  he  given  to  indigenous  treatment  by  the  Government  was 
by  this  system  of  grants-in-aid.  At  the  end  of  1093,  on  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  Paramesvaran  Muttatu,  who  was  then  the  Superintendent  of  Vaidya¬ 
salas,  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  was  appointed  the  head  of  the  department 
and  designated  Director  of  Ayurveda.  The  question  of  improving  the 
usefulness  of  the  department  was  immediately  taken  up  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  on  the  advice  of  the  new  Director,  who  was  well  fitted  for  it  on 
account  of  his  high  attainments-  and  ability,  a  thorough  reorganisation  of 
the  department  was  effected.  The  main  features  of  the  reorganisation 
were  the  revision  of  the  curricula  of  studies  in  the  Ayurveda  Patasala, 
the  opening  of  a  botanical  garden  for  the  cultivation  of  medicinal  plants, 
and  the  establishment  of  an  Ayurveda  pharmacy  and  an  Ayurveda 
hospital  and  dispensary  at  Trivandrum.  The  dispensary  was  opened 
on  the  18th  of  Karkadakam,  1093,  and  the  botanical  garden  in  Makaram, 
1094,  The  garden  continued  to  be  worked  till  the  end  of  1096.  In 
1098  there  was  a  revision  of  the  scale  of  grants  to  the  grant-in-aid 
Vaidyans,  and  a  detailed  syllabus  of  studies  for  the  various  Government 
Ayurveda  examinations  was  also  published.  The  reorganisation-  of  the 
Vaidyasalas  resulted  in  the  elimination  of  “useless  Vaidyans”  (to  quote 
the  words  of  the  report)  and  the  abolition  of  “  defunct  Vaidyasalas.” 
The  total  number  of  Vaidyasalas  thus  came  down  from  81  to  72. 

The  progress  of  the  different  branches  of  the  department  and  the 
necessity  for  enquiry  in  regard  to  them  may  now  be  examined. 

There  were  72  Vaidyasalas  in  1092  and  the  total  number  of  patients 
treated  in  these  Vaidyasalas  was  1,40,045.  The  expenditure  incurred 
during  this  year  was  about  Us.  17,392.  In  1097  the  number  of  patients 
treated  in  the  81  Vaidyasalas  then  existing  was  1,80,431  and  the  amount 
spent  was  Its.  14,100.  Though  the  total  number  cf  the  Vaidyasalas  was 
reduced  in  1098  from  81  to  72,  the  total  number  of  patients  increased 
to  1,90,837,  and  the  amount,  according  to  the  revised  estimate  for  1098, 
is  Bs.  15,300.  We  thus  see  that  during  the  period  from  1092  to  1098 
the  number  of  Vaidyasalas  decreased  by.  2  per  cent.,  as  also  the. 
grant  by  nearly  1  ‘2  per  cent,  though  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in 
the  number  of  patients  by  36  per  cent.  There  have  been  several  com¬ 
plaints  regarding  the  way  in  which  some  of  the  Vaidyasalas  are  conducted 
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and  there  have  also  been  several  demands  for  the  establishment  of  j 
Vaidvasalas  in  places  where  the  people  are  put  to  considerable  difficulty 
for  want  of  a  medical  institution  in  their  locality.  We  find  that  there 
has  been  absolutely  no  improvement  in  the  matter  of  efficiency  or  of  the 
extension  of  these  institutions  during  these  years.  Even  of  the  71  insti¬ 
tutions  now  existing,  my  information  is  that  only  about  15  Vydiasalas 
are  conducted  on  up-to-date  and  useful  lines. 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  la  Government)  :  Is 
the  member  aware  that  the  number  of  Vaidyasalas  has  not  been  reduced 
but  has  been  raised  to  82  after  the  defunct  Vaidyasalas  have  been  I 
eliminated  ?  < 

Mb,  N,  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  {Wnkam  cum  Ettumanur)', 

I  am  not  aware  of  it.  My  information  is  that  the  number  of 
these  institutions  is  reduced  from  81  to  72.  The  work  of  medical 
relief  is  mainly  conducted  through  the  grant-in-aid  Vaidyasalas  in 
the  State,  the  only  institution  directly  managed  by  the  Government 
being  the  hospital  and  dispensary  at  Trivandrum.  And  since  the 
reorganisation  of  1093,  this  hospital  with  its  dispensary  is  the  only 
additional  establishment  to  which  the  Director  has  to  devote  liis 
attention.  We  find  that  absolutely  no  improvement  whatever  has 
been  made  in  this  branch  of  the  department.  The.  work  of  super¬ 
vision,  so  far  as  these  institutions  arc  concerned,  consists  mainly 
in  the  inspection  of  these  Vaidyasalas.  Of  the  72  Vaidyasalas  now  exit¬ 
ing — I  think  it  will  be  82  according  to  the  Chief  Secretary — the  Director 
has  inspected,  during  the  whole  course  of  the  last  six  years,  15  Vaidya¬ 
salas  thrice,  17  Vaidyasalas  twice,  and  27  Vaidyasalas  once  only,  while  12 
Vaidyasalas  have  not  even  once  been  visited  by  him.  Of  the  15  Vaidya¬ 
salas  inspected  thrice,  one  is  the  Vaidyasaia  in  Trivandrum  itself  anil 
the  remaining  are  all  Vaidyasalas  north  of  Trivandrum  and  situated  on 
the  way.  Even  the  Turavur  Vaidyasaia,  which  is  a  little  away  from 
the  route,  has  not  been  examined.  Of  the  17  Vaidyasalas  examined 
twice,  2  are  Vaidyasalas  in  Trivandrum  and  only  3  south  of  Trivandrum, 
of  which  one  is  at  Cape  Comorin  and  the  other  two  are  on  the  u?ay  to  it. 

Of  the  27  institutions  inspected  once,  5  arc  south,  and  the  rest  north,  of 
Trivandrum.  All  the  12  Vaidyasalas  which  have  never  been  inspected 
even  once  are  north  of  Trivandrum  and  away  from  the  route.  The 
Government  order  reviewing  the  Report  of  1098  says : 

“The  number  of  days  for  which  the  Director  was  in  camp  is  very  low  compared 
Willi  the  previous  three  years.  While  ho  was  in  camp  Jur  40  days  in  1095,  the  number 
of  days  spent  by  him  in  camp  fell  to  34  in  1090,  1(5  in  1097  and  10  in  1098.  This  is 
unsatisfactory  and  the  Government  hope  that  in  future  lie  will  spend  more  time  in  camp 
on  inspection  duty.'’ 

An  Inspector  on  a  pay  of  Rs.  40,  which  is  less  than  that  of  the 
head  clerk  of  the  department,  appears  also  to  have  been  appointed. 
Why  a  special  Inspector  should  at  alhhave  keen  appointed  is  not  clear. 
The  Director  has  no  teaching  work  to  attend  to  in  the  college  and  he 
ftas  qo  need  to  be  in  the  hospital.'  In  fact  the  important  work  of  the 
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Director  consists  in  the  supervision  of  the  institutions  in  his  charge. 
A  thorough  enquiry  m  this  branch  of  the  department  appears  to  be 
necessary  and  suggestions  for  improvement  should  be  called  for. 

In  1092  the  amount  spent  on  the  Patasala  in  Trivandrum  was 
Bs.  5,113  and  in  1098  the  expenditure  was  Rs,  7,100,  besides  a  grant 
of  Rs.  220  for  two  private  Patasalas.  In  this  branch  also,  there  has  not 
been  very  much  improvement  though  the  curricula  of  studies  seem  to 
have  been  changed  once  or  twice.  There  are  no  published  rules  for  re¬ 
gulating  the  admission  of  students.  The  question  of  retaining  grant- 
in-aid  Patasalas,  and  if  so,  whether  the  encouragement  given  to  these  is 
sufficient  to  enable  them  to  be  properly  conducted  on  up-to-date  lines, 
has  also  to  be  considered. 

By  their  Order  dated  1st  Mithunam,  1093,  the  Government  sanctioned 
the  opening  of  a  pharmacy  in  Trivandrum  and  a  sum  of  Rs.  1,500  was 
sanctioned  for  the  purpose,  of  which  Rs.  500  was  for  the  manufacture  of 
medicines.  It  was  directed  that  the  pharmacy  was  to  confine  its  work  to 
the  practical  training  of  pupils  in  the  Patasala  and  to  the  supply  of  medi¬ 
cines  for  the  hospital  and  dispensary.  A  botanical  garden  was  also  opened 
in  Makaram,  1094.  In  Vrischikam,  1094,  sanction  was  given  for  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  medicines  to  tho  public.  An  advance  of  Rs. 
4,000  was  made  for  the  purpose  and  the  money  was  returnable  as  a  debt. 
This  advance  has  since,  been  increased  to  Rs.  20,000  in  1098.  The 
medicines  were  directed  to  be  sold  at'  coat  price  till  the  Government 
ordered  in  1095  to  fix  a  profit  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  medicines  sold 
to  the  public.  This  order  was  again  revised  in  the  following  year  and  the 
medicines  were  directed  to  be  sold  at  10  per  cent,  profit.  This  is  the 
order  now  in  force.  The  pharmacy  is  a  purely  commercial  concern. 
Complete  accounts  should  not  only  have  been  maintained  as  directed  by 
the  Government,  but  at  least  a  summary  of  the  accounts  should  have 
been'published  annually  and  a  sale  list  of  medicines  should  also  have  been 
published.  But  in  spite  of  orders  specially  given  by  the  Government,  no 
proper  accounts  seem  to  have  been  maintained.  It  is  also  remarkable 
that  till  1098  no  audit  of  any  accounts  kept  seems  to  have  been  con¬ 
ducted.  Questions  have  been  asked  in  this  House  about  the  accounts 
and  their  audit  with  respect  to  this  pharmacy  and  the  result  cf  the  audit 
conducted  in  'Vrischikam,  1098.  Tire  answer  is  that  the  matter  is  still 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Government  and  that  no  final  orders  have 
been  passed.  It  is  impossible  to  say  whether  the  pharmacy  is  a  success¬ 
ful  business.  The  information  is  that  there  is  no  uniformity  in  the 
rates  of  payment  for  the  purchase  of  articles  for  the  preparation  of 
medicines,  no  fixity  of  the  quantity  required  for  the  purpose,  that  the 
prices  paid  by  wholesale  traders  are  far  higher  than  those  paid  by  retail 
merchants,  and  that  widely  different  rates  are  paid  to  different  persons 
on  one  and  the  same  day  in  respect  of  the  purchase  of  one  and  the 
same  article.  It  is  only  reasonble  to  expect  that  articles  used  in  and 
for  the  preparation  of  drugs,  etc.,  should  have  been  sold  after  use  and 
the  proceeds  credited.  But  no  such  sale,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  has  been 
conducted  in  the  pharmacy.  The  articles  required  in  the  pharmacy  are 
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purchased  directly  from  the  bazaar  men.  No  tender  for  the  supply  0f 
articles  is  called  for,  and  the  rates  paid  for  purchase  of  articles  appear 
to  have  been  exorbitant.  Medicines  arc  supplied  even  to  the  Palace 
by  contractors  ;  but,  in  the  pharmacy  no  such  course  is  adopted.  Not 
only  are  exorbitant  rates  paid,  lad;  conveyance  charts  JV.r  talcing  articles 
to  the  pharmacy  are  also  incurred  in  addition  on  account  o]  this  system 
of  purchase.  It  is  not  clear  why  a  contrail  system  of  purchase  has  not 
been  adopted  in  the  pharmacy  and  the  direct  purchase  system  is  con¬ 
tinued.  Arrangements  should  have  been  made  fur  the  supply  of 
articles  by  contract  after  due  notification  in  the  Cir.rilr.  We  have 
absolutely  no  information  as  to  what  the  balance  in  stock  at  the 
end  of  each  year  is,  There  is  no  sale  list  of  medicines —at  least 
no  such  list  lias  been  published.  We  tire  not  in  a  position  to  say 
what  the  variations  in  the  prices  of  medicines  now  supplied  are, 
If  a  price  list  hud  been  published  wo  would  have  boon  in  a  posi, 
tion  to  know  and  compare  the  prices  of  medicines  sold  in  the 
pharmacy  with  those  procurable,  elsewhere.  There  is  no  information  as 
to  the  amount  of  medicines  supplied  to  the  hospital.  A  business  concern 
like  the  pharmacy  has  to  keep  accounts  of  in.  asseis  and  of  everything 
else;  and  being  a  Government  institution  if  ought  to  have  served  as  a 
model  for  private  pharmacies,  ft  seems  to  us  that  the  Government  must 
have,  incurred  serious  losses  owing  to  all  these  causes  without,  at  the  same 
time  benefiting  the  public  in  the  least.  It  is  well-known  that  the  quality 
of  medicines  sold  at  the  pharmacy  is  inferior  as  compared  to  those  sup¬ 
plied  by  private  pharmacies.  There  has  been  a  noticeable  decline  also  in 
the  sale  of  the  medicines  in  the  pharmacy  since  j  09b.  It  is  not  at  all  a 
sufficient  test  of  the,  efficiency  of  the  pharmacy  that  the  money  advanced 
by  the  Government  is  returned. 

Apart  from  all  the  intrinsic  defect*  of  management  noticeable, 
there  are  other  very  serious  drawbacks  ill  the  maintenance  of  this  phar¬ 
macy  which  require  careful  consideration  by  flic  Government.  It  does  not 
appear  to  be  a  good  and  sound  policy  for  the  Government  to  undertake 
a  trading  business  like  the  pharmacy.  It  consumes  so  much  of  the  at¬ 
tention,  time  and  energy  of  such  a  high-paid  officer  like  the  Director, 
and,  to  a  certain  extent  it  accounts  for  his  slackness  in  the  work  of 
supervision  I  have  alluded  to  in  connection  with  the.  grant-in-aid  insti¬ 
tutions.  The  question  whether  the  maintenance  of  a  pharmacy  is  an  en¬ 
couragement  given  to  the  Ayurvedic  system  of  treatment  is  itself  a  very 
doubtful  one.  The  only  direct  use  of  such  a  pharmacy  is  the.  supply  of 
medicines  to  the  hospital,  hut  this  purpose  can  very  woli  he  served  by  the 
purchase  of  the  necessary  medicines  from  well-recognised  linns  like  those 
in  Calcutta  and  other  places.  Huch  medicines  like  decoctions  as  require 
to  he  made  on  the  spot  need  alone  be  made  in  the  pharmacy.  Even  at 
present  the  patients  treated  in  the  hospital  are  purchasing  medicines 
from  private  pharmacies.  The  existence  of  this  pharmacy  is  an  impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  improvement  that  has  to  be  effected  in  •  other  branches  of 
the  department.  While  great  credit  is  due,  to  the  Director  for  organis¬ 
ms  and  conducting  a  hospital  and  dispensary,  it  appears  to  be  a  loss  to  the 
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Government  to  allow  the  Director  to  be  occupied  with  the  business  of  a 
pharmacy  for  tlic  sale  of  medicines.  Whether  the  retention  and  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  pharmacy  is  necessary  and,  if  so,  how  it  lias  to  be  im¬ 
proved,  are  ail  questions  which  require  detailed  examination. 

The  progress  of  the  hospital  and  dispensary  also  is  not  encourag¬ 
ing.  There  is  a  fall  in  tire  number  of  in-patients  and  out-patients  receiv¬ 
ing  treatment  from  the  hospital.  The  hospital  and  dispensary  are  main¬ 
tained  at  an  expense  of  Us.  11,400  according  to  the  revised  estimate  of 
1098.  The  establishment  of  the  hospital  was  really  a  progress  in  the 
right  direction  and  it  was  very  largely  availed  of  by  the  people  as  is  seen 
from  the  fact  that  more  than  10,000  people  had  sought  relief  from  the 
hospital  daring  the  first  five  months  after  its  establishment.  But  there 
lias  been  no  progress  since  then.  On  the  contrary,  the  number  of  pa¬ 
tients  lias  begun  to  decrease.  There  is  an  impression  that  the  decoctions 
and  other  medicines  sent  to  the  hospital  are  not  of  good  quality.  In¬ 
stead  of  retaining  the  most  experienced  Vaidyan  in  this  hospital  there 
seem  to  have  been  frequent  changes  there  which  might  also  account  for 
a  fall  in  the  number  of  patients. 

It  is  a  matter  for  enquiry  whether  a  few  more  hospitals  and  dispen¬ 
saries  could  not  be  established,  at  least  in  some  of  the  most  important 
centres  of  the  Stale.  Statistics  show  that  CO  per  cent,  of  the  population 
in  Trivandrum  receive  medical  relief,  of  which  18  per  cent,  receive  it  from  . 
allopathic  hospitals  and  12  per  cent,  from  the.  Ayurveda  hospital.  The 
hospital  at  Allcppey  is  able  to  afford  relief  only  to  23  per  cent,  of  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  taluk.  The  Quilon  hospitals  afford  relief  to  25  per  cent., 
Koltavam  23  per  coat.,  and  Nagercoil  15  per  cent,  of  the  people  in  the 
respective  taluks.  This  shows  in  what  an  advantageous  position  Trivan¬ 
drum  is  as  compared  with  other  places.  A  programme  of  starting  Ayur¬ 
veda  hospitals  in  some  places,  especially  where  the  percentage,  of  relief 
afforded  is  small,  requires  consideration  by  a  committee.  It  is  well-known 
that  medical  relief  along  western  lines  reaches  but,  a  very  small  per¬ 
centage  of  the  people.  The  majority  of  the  people  do  still  resort  to  the 
Vaidyans  of  the  country.  This  is  especially  so  in  the  case  of  the 
poorer  classes  of  the  people.  Probably,  some  of  the.  major  municipali¬ 
ties  at  least  may  be  asked  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  hospitals 
within  their  limits,  There  are  several  other  suggestions  that  could  he 
made  for  the  improvement  and  extension  of  the  Ayurvedic  system  of 
treatment.  All  these  are  questions  which  could  be  considered  carefully 
by  a  committee  and  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  useful  results  will 
follow  from  such  an  investigation.  The  subject  of  Ayurvedic  treatment 
itself  is  receiving  the  most  careful  investigation  all  over  India.  Much 
useful  information  is  likely  to  be  obtained  from  what  is  going  on  out¬ 
side  Travancore.  The  extension  and  improvement  of  the  grant-in-aid 
system,  the  improvement  of  Ayurvedic  instruction,  the  extension  and 
improvement  of  the  hospital,  the  question  of  maintaining  the  pharmacy, 
the  maintenance  of  a  botanical  garden,  are  all  questions  which  can  be 
considered  only  by  a  committee  after  careful  enquiry.  It  is  surprising 
tp  find  that,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  several  departments  of  the  Stat^ 
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have  codified  rules  for  their  own  guidance  and  the  guidance  of  the  public, 
no  such  attempt  has  been  made  in  this  department.  Some  arrangement 
should  also  be  made  for  the  framing  and  publication  of  rales  for  the 
instruction  and  guidance  of  the  departmental  employees  and  the  public. 
An  enquiry  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  existing  evils  and  for  the 
purpose  of  suggesting  methods  for  the  extension  and  improvement  of  the 
Ayu  rvedic  system  of  treatment  appears  to  me  to  he  absolutely  necessary 
under  the  present  circumstances  ;  and  I,  therefore,  move  this  resolution 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  House. 

PRESIDENT:  Does  any  member  second  tlio  resolution? 

Me.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eranlel  cum  Vilavaukud)  :  I  second  it. 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Sir,  though  the  system  of  grants-in-aid  to  Vaidyasalas  has  been  in  exis¬ 
tence  since  1071,  the  Department  of  Ayurveda  as  such  was  organised" 
«nly  in  1093,  i.  e.,  after  the  present  Director  took  charge  of  it  ear  Iv¬ 
in  that  year.  During  this  brief  period,  it  has  done  much  useful  work, 
The  Ayurveda  Patasala  has  been  converted  into  a  college  and  two  Ayur¬ 
veda  grant-in-aid  High  Schools  have  been  newly  opened.  The  syllabus 
of  studies  in  the  Ayurveda  College  has  been  revised  on  scientific  lines  to 
suit  modern  requirements.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  anatomy 
and  physiology  being  taught  iti  the  college  on  modern  lines.  The  sys¬ 
tem  of  public  examinations  has  been  revised  and  improved.  The  grant- 
in-aid  Vydiasalas  have  been  thoroughly  reclassified,  the  useless  ones 
being  eliminated,  their  number  raised  from  72  to  82  aud  the  scale  of 
grants  suitably  revised  and  enhanced.  Government  have  also  promised 
to  raise  the  maximum  number  to  120  gradually. 

Mb.  A,  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  When  was  it  raised 
from  72  to  82  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Govem-nenty. 
This  year.  Orders  were  passed  last  year  but  effect  was  given  to  them  only 
in  1099.  An  Inspector  has  been  appointed  to  periodically  inspect  these 
institutions  and  see  that  they  are  properly  and  efficiently  conducted.  An 
Ayurveda,  hospital  and  dispensary  has  been  established  in  Trivandrum, 
An  Ayurveda  pharmacy  has  also  been  opened  for  the  preparation  of 
Ayurvedic  medicines  and  their  supply  to  the  hospital  and  sale  to  the 
public  at  comparatively  cheap  rates.  The  average  cost  of  the  medicines 
so  sold  to  the  public  during  the  past  five  years  is  overBs.  10,000.  Ar 
rangements  have  been  made  for  a  course  of  practical  training  being  given 
to  the  students  of  the  college  in  the  actual  preparation  of  medicines 
in  the  pharmacy.  The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  Ayurveda 
hospital  rose  from  889  in  1098  to  24,906  in  1098.  My  friend  the- 
mover  was  saying  that  the  number  has  been  steadily  going  down,.  I 
think  that  is  not  correct.  The  number  of  patients  treated  in  1093  was 
889  ;  in  1094  it  rose  to  23.087  ;  in  1095  it  was  25,161;  in  1096  it  was 
29,151 ;  and  in  1097  it  was  30,850. 
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Me.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur ): 

I  was  quoting  the  figures  for  grant-in-aid  institutions. 

Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (GhcrujanavJwnr  cmn  Miuachil ) :  May  I 
know  whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  report  that  money  is  spent 
without  proper  accounts  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Score  Utry  to  Government) : 
No.  I  am  coming  to  that.  Tiro  number  of  patients  treated  by 
the  grant-in-aid 'Vaidyans  also  rose  from  1,45, -355  in  101)8  to  1,90, 837 
in  1098.  Steps  are  being  taken  for  llio  collection  and  publication  of 
rare  books  on  Avurvcda  which  have  not  yet  seen  the  light  of  day. 

Me.  r.  K.  NARA  YANA  PILLAI  (Awbalaj-taha):  Was  any  work 
published  ‘f 

Mb.  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (jGhief  Scerclary  to  Government)  :  No; 
steps  have  bcecn  taken  to  publish,  rare  works. 

Now,  this  is  not  a  bad  record  for  a  department  which  has 
’  been  in  existence  only  for  six  years,  I  do  not  claim  perfection 
for  the  department.  I  do  not  deny  that  there  may  he  defects 
in  the'  working  of  the  department.  .For  instance,  an  examination 
of  the  accounts  of  the  Ayurvedic  pharmacy  by  one  of  the  Assistant  Ac¬ 
count  Officers  in  1098  disclosed  certain  defects  in  the  system  of  accounts 
maintained  in  the  institution,  and  steps  are  being  taken  by  the 
Government  to  improve  the  system. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {i'inmUh.i):  Was  that  the 
first  time  the  institution  was  inspected  9 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Yes,  It  was  only  opened  in  1095. 

Such  defects  are  incidental  to  every  institution,  especially  in  the 
earlier  stages  of  its  development.  These  defects  cannot  continue  long  but 
are  bound  to  disappear  in  view  of  the  vigilance  which  this  Council  is 
exercising  over  the  working  of  the  several  departments  of  the  State. 

Mix.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  {(Jhauganachcnj  cum  Minachil):  Was 
there  any  proper  direction  given  as  to  the  way  in  which  account-keeping 
should  be.  done  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)', 
Accounts  were  kept.  The  pharmacy  was  asked  to  keep  accounts,  but 
the  forms  were  not  specifically  proscribed.  This  will  be  clone. 

Hence  there  is  no  reason  or  justification  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  examine  the  working  of  the  Ayurveda  Department  on  its 
administrative  side.  To  appoint  a  committee  to  overhaul  tire  department 
in  its  infant  stage  would  be  like  putting  a  plant  into  the  soil  and  after  a 
few  days  pulling  it  out  to  see  if  it  has  taken  root. 

If  the  object  of  the  proposed  committee  is  to  offer  advice  oil  the 
professional  or  technical  side  of  the  department,  there  will  be  serious 
difficulties  in  organising  a  committee  for  the  purpose  and  securing  ex¬ 
perts  to  serve  on  it.  1  do  not  deny  there  are  renowned .  Ayurveda  Vai- 
.  ctyans  in  Travancore  and  other  parts  of  Malabar,  but  I  am  not  sure  if 
they  possess  that  wide  culture  and  comparative  knowledge  of  other,  sys¬ 
tems  of  medicine  which  alone  would  enable  them  to  offer  any  useful 
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advice  as  regards  the  technical  side  of  the  department.  For  that  pur¬ 
pose,  wo  want  men  like  Dr.  Lakdnuipati  of  Madras  or  Dr.  Gananath 
Sen  of  Calcutta.  But  they  cannot  be  easily  had.  Nor  is  it  essential  to 
indent  on  the  services  of  such  men.  The  report  of  the  committee  ap 
pointed  by  the  Madras  Government  some  time  ago  to  enquire  into  the 
indigenous  systems  of  medicine  contains  valuable  suggestions  as  to  the 
improvement  of  the  Ayurveda  system  of  treatment.  The  report  of  a 
similar  committee  recently  appointed  by  the  .Bengal  Government  will 
be  a  valuable  addition  to liio  literature  mi  the  subject.  For  these  rea¬ 
sons,  I  consider  that  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  advise  on  the 
technical  side  of  the  working  of  the  department  is  also  unnecessary. 

As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  deny  that  there  are  defects  in  the  working 
of  the  department,  but  they  are  bound  to  disappear.  In  any  case,  the 
defects  are  not  so  serious  as  to  necessitate  the  appointment  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  for  their  removal.  For  these  reasons,  I  oppose  the  motion. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAKlAE  (Chenyaminr  cum  Pattanam- 
titla)  :  I  want  to  know  whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Ramakrishua  Pillai  that  the  accounts  were  not  properly 
kept. 

Mn.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  See.refary  fa  Ooverimmt) : 
Only  the  system  of  keeping  accounts  was  not  satisfactory. 

Mb.  K.  Cl.  MAMMEN  MAPP1LLAI  {Com-,, are  and  Industries, 
North):  Was  it  only  with  regard  to  the  syxtem  ?  Ts  the  Chief  Secretary 
in  a  position  to  assure  this  House  positively  that,  there  was  nothing 
unsatisfactory  with  regard  to  the  accounts  themselves  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA.  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) ; 
Yes.  There  were  two  irregularities.  One  was  that  the  store  rules  had 
not  been  followed  in  ordering  the  supplies.  The  other  was  that  the 
prices  paid  were  divergent. 

Mb.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAP'PILLAI  [Cownem  and  Industries, 
North)  :  Docs  it  include  paying  higher  prices  for  medicines?  For 
example,  suppose  there  is  a  particular  medicine  available  in  the  Tri¬ 
vandrum  market  and  purchased  for  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja’s  Pa¬ 
lace  at  a  certain  price.  If  the  man  sent  to  purchase  the  same  medi¬ 
cine  for  the  pharmacy  pays  ten  times  that  price,*— 1  mean  I  am  only 
taking  an  extreme  case,— is  there  such  a  kind  of  irregularity  ?  If  so, . 
can  you  regard  it  as  merely  technical  ? 

Mn.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Olvef  Secretary  to  Government)  '■ 
There  has  boon  payment  [of  divergent  prices.  We  have  not  standard 
prices  for  the  articles. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMES VARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruoaila) :  Even  in  the¬ 
cas©  of  ordinary  articles  purchased  here  by  the  Government,  has  there 
been  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  very  great  disparity  in  tb$- 
pl'ic  ?  '  .  I 
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Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) 
There  have  been  variations  in  prices. 

Mb.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Commerce  ami  Industries, 
North)  :  When  there  has  been  a  variation,  lias  it  been  always  in  the 
direction  of  charging  higher  prices  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  lo  Government)  ; 
The  prices  have  been  high  in  some  cases. 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (ffomrnrve  and  Industries , 
North):  May  I  know  whether  the  variations  have  been  higher  than 
the  bazaar  rates  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Comment)  ; 
In  the  case  of  some  articles  the  prices  have  been  high. 

Mb.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vwilcrm  cum  Ettumanar) : 
May  I  know  whether  any  comparison  has  been  made  between  the 
prices  of  the  articles  purchased  for  the  Palace  and  for  the  pharmacy 
and  whether  there  was  any  disparity  ? 

Mb,  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  h  Government): 
There  were  differences. 

Mb.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vailam  nnm  EUvmanur ) : 
I  wish  to  know  whether  there  was  any  disparity. 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  I 
siid  there  was  disparity. 

Mb.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries, 
North) :  Is  the  Chief  Secretary  in  a  position  to  say  whether  the  Pa¬ 
lace  prices  were  lower  than  the  pharmacy  prices  ? 

Mb,  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Unless  every  item  is  examined,  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  I  beg  co know  whether  a 
proper  system  of  accounts  is  maintained  in  the  department. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
We  are  trying  to  improve  the  system  of  accounts. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  My  I  know  whether 
there  is  any  price  list  of  all  the  articles  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Does  the  member  mean  drags  ? 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Yes. 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
No  such  lists  have  been  published. 

Mb'.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ) :  May  I  know  whe¬ 
ther  the  articles  purchased  from  Calcutta  are  superior  to  the  articles 
purchased  for  the  Palace  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  I 
cannot  say.  The  Director  says  that  the  articles  purchased  were  of  the 
best  quality. 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( Skcrtnllai )  :  Were  .the  articles 
purchased  from  Calcutta  superior  to  the  articles  purchased  for  the 
Palace  ? 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  say  that. 

Mu.  N.  RAMA  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Vail  dm  emu  Elttmmvur)  • 
Is  it  a  fact  that  different  prices  were  paid  for  the  same  articles  pur- 
chased  on  the  same  day  ‘t 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Govern  went):  I 
am  not.  sure. 

M'r.  P.K.  NAEAYAN A  PILLAI  (Amhalajmhn)  :  May  I  know 
whether  they  are  supported  by  vouchers  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLA.I  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
Yes,  hut  vouchers  are  not  obtained  for  petty  purchases.  . 

Mr.  K.  0,  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Commerce  and  Industries, 
North)  i  I  want  to  know  whether  the  vouchers  are  from  respectable 
and  responsible  firms. 

Mr.  E.  KRI8I1NA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
I  believe  so. 

Mr.  V.  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  (ChirayinUt):  In  the 
pharmacy,  are  they  taking  stock  annually? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  Yes; 
the  Director  is  expected  to  take  stock  every  year! 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Timva.Ua ):  May  I 
know  whether  an  improvement  in  the  system  of  account-keeping  can 
cure  the  kind  of  work  and  the  large,  variation  in  prices? 

Mr.  K,  KRISHNA.  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
Yes;  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  store  rules  will  improve  matters 
considerably. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Andmhip-usha) :  May  I  know 
whether  the  Government ’have  gone  through,  the  -whole  series  of  the 
variations  of  prices  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  We 
are  going  through  them. 

Mr.  P.  ,K.  NAEAYAN  A  PILLAI  (Amhalapueha) :  Have  you  not 
completed  the  investigations  ?  .  .  . 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLA.I  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
No.  ... 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries, 
North )  :  May  I  know  whether  he  has  made  -  any  comparison  between 
the  prices  charged  for  certain  ■well-known  preparations  in  and  outside 
Trivandrum,  in  Madras  and  other  places,  and,  if  so,  whether  in  the 
Trivandrum  pharmacy  prices  care  lower  or  higher  for  the  same  kind  of 
medicines  than  in  outside  firms  ? 
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Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  I 
said  that  no  catalogue  of  medicines  has  been  published,  nor  am  I  in  a 
position  to  say — 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAB  A  YANA  PILLA1  {Ambalapuzha) :  Was  any  com¬ 
parison  made  with  respect  to  the  prices  of  the  medicines  sold  here  and 
elsewhere  ? 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government  : 

Yes, 

Mb.  P.  K.  N  ABA  YANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  Was  the  com¬ 
parison  made  with  respect  to  the  sale  by  the  Calcutta  firms  and  that 
by  the  firms  here  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
I  do  not  know. 

Mb.  T.  Iv.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)’. 
May  I  ask  how  many  times  the  Account  Officer  visited  the  pharmacy  to 
’inspect  the  records  kept  there? 

Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Early  ill  1098. 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHN A  PILLAI  (Vaihrn  cum  Ettumunur): 
May  I  know  whether  it  was  a  fact  that  a  tin  of  maravatti  oil  was  pur¬ 
chased  for  Rs.  26  ? 

Mu.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government 
Yes;  it  was  purchased  at  that  high  rate.  But  it  was  of  superior  quality. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  What  is  the  highest 
price  for  the  most  refined  maravatti  oil  available  in  the  market  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'- 
I  cannot  say. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  : 
Sir,  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government  is  a  gentleman  who  generally 
does  not  indulge  in  rhetoric;  but,  in  opposing  the  resolution  before  the 
House,  he  3aid  that  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  this 
important  question  was  something  like  uprooting  a  plant  which  has  been 
planted  just  a  day  before.  I  fail  to  see  the  logic  of  that  argument. 
If  this  House,  after  listening  to  the  speeches  of  the  various  members, 
after  considering  all  the  aspects  of  the  question,  the  pros  and  eons  of  the 
whole  matter,  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  something  radically 
wrong  in  the  Ayurveda  Department,  I  am  most  emphatically  of  opinion 
that,  in  spite  of  the  rhetorical  device  invented  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
Government,  we  ought  to  have  a  committee  appointed.  The  question 
then  is,  is  there  a  sufficent  justification  ?  The  charges  that  have  been 
levelled  against  the  institution  are  of  a  grave  nature.  Erom  the  ques¬ 
tions  that  were  addressed  to  the  Chief  Secretary,  while  he  was  speaking, 
I  gathered  that  the  good  faith  of  some  of  the  officers  in  the  Ayurveda  De¬ 
partment,  their  honesty  and  integrity,  were  seriously  questioned.  If,  Sir, 
there  is  any  justification  for  these  serious  imputations,  I  am  in  favour  of 
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appointing  a  committee.  Mr.  Riunakrishna  Pillai  lias  adverted  to  the 
various  aspects  of  the  question  of  Ayurvedic  reform.  The  Chief 
Secretary’s  answer  was  to  the  effect  that  the  number  of  Ayurvedic 
hospitals  and  dispensaries  was  steadily  on  the  increase.  An  Inspector  of 
Ayurveda  on  Rs.  40  is,  to  my  mind,  nothing  short  of  an  enigma.  He  is 
an  officer  who  goes  about  the  country  inspecting  dispensaries  with  the 
powers  of  bringing  offenders  to  book.  So  ho  ough  t  to  be  able  to  command 
the  ordinary  conveniences  of  life.  Therefore  I  appreciate  the  force  of  that 
criticism  levelled  against  the  present  arrangement  by  Mr.  Eamakrishna 
Pillai.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  prices,  the  Chief  Secretary  has 
assured  us  that  there  are  variations  and  not  disparities.  Variations  and 
disparities  amount  almost  to  the  same  thing.  There  may  be  a  certain 
difference  in  degree.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that,  if,  on  a  perusal  of 
the  accounts  of  the  Ayurvedic  pharmacy,  this  Council  comes  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  variations  are  unreasonable  and  unconscionable,  that  matter 
has  to  be  remedied  and  an  investigation  into  the  cause  of  such  variations 
will  be  surely  welcome.  Reference  was  made  to  tile  prices  of  articles 
which  are.  being  supplied  to  the  Palace.  I  do  not  want  to  drag  the 
name  of  the  Palace  in  the  course  of  the  discussion.  But  I  may  say 
that  the  price  that  has  to  be  paid  for  an  article  will  depend  upon  the 
quality  of  that  article.  We  shall  nut  be  justified  in  risking  any  pre¬ 
sumption  regarding  the  inferiority  or  superiority  of  any  drug  supplied 
to  any  institution.  The  quality  of  medicines  has  also  been  complained 
against.  If  the  medicines  manufactured  m  the  pharmacy  are  not  up 
to  the  mark  and  if  the  medicines  sold  by  private  agencies  are  distinctly 
superior  in  quality,  that  matter  also  requires  investigation.  There 
lias  been  some  idea  on  the  part  of  some  of  mv  friends — I  have  gathered 
it  in  private  conversations — that  it  is  wrong  to  have  a  central  pharmacy 
like  the  one  that  we  have  at  the  capital.  I  respectfully  beg  to  take  a 
different  view.  There  are  Ayurvedic  physicians  of  great  standing  and 
respectability  in  various  parts  of  Travancore.  But  on  account  of  the 
vicissitudes  of  life,  the  very  best  of  physicians  do  not  largely  trade  in 
medicines;  and  the  ordinary  kind  of  Vaidyans  who  sell  the  medicines  have 
an  eye  more  to  the  profits  they  might  make  than  to  the  quality  of  the 
medicines.  I  do  not  want  to  cast  any  aspersions  on  such  Vaidyans ; 
I  only  want  to  point  out  that,  for  the  security  of  those  who  repair  to 
Ayurvedic  institutions— -for  the  benefit  of  those  who  take  to  the  Ayur¬ 
vedic  method  of  treatment— some  central  institution  under  the  auspices 
and  control  of  the  Government  should  be  maintained.  But  I  am  agreeable 
to  the  view  that,  if  the  present  system  of  buying  the  drugs  at  a  minimum 
charge  from  the  pharmacy  is  wrong  and  if  there  is  any  justification 
for  changing  that  method,  that  question  may  also  be  enquired  into.  Sir, 
it  has  been  suggested  that  medicines  may  be  obtained  from  firms  outside 
the  State.  I  cannot  subscribe  to  that  view.  Consistently  with  the  attitude 
of  this  Council  in  the  matter  of  employing  foreigners,  we  ought  in  ordi¬ 
nary  cases  to  encourage  home  industries.  Wo  ought  to  be  satisfied  with 
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medicines  that  can  be  prepared  under  the  guidance  of  the  Government  in 
Travancore  or  prepared  by  grant-in-aid  Vaidyans.  The  method  of  prepara¬ 
tion  may  also  vary.  The  practice  relating  to  preparation  of  medicines 
is  not  the  same  in  Calcutta  and  in  Travancore.  For  example,  refined 
kslrimbala  is  not  known  to  the  outside  world  so  well  as  it  is  known  in 
Travancore.  There  are  also  local  variations.  The  articles  may  vary  in 
their  properties  ;  and  further  there  is  the  question  of  prohibitive  transport 
charges,  and  we  cannot  be.  sure  that  the  medicines  supplied  to  us  from 
distant  Calcutta  or  the  Punjab  will  be  of  good  quality  because  we  are  even 
disposed  to  suspect  the  Government  institution  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
capital.  It  will  not  be  reasonable  to  argue  that,  we  should  put  our  implicit 
faith  in  a  distant  firm  merely  because  it  is  an  outside  firm.  So  my 
point  is  that  there  should  he  a  pharmacy  and  there  must  be  rules  which 
ought  to  govern  the  way  in  which  medicines  ought  to  be  manufac¬ 
tured  there.  There  must,  be  a  proper  system  of  accounting.  There  must 
be  the  responsibility  of  the  particular  officer  and  the  position  of  the  Direc¬ 
tor  will  have  to  be  clearly  explained  ;  or  in  one  iword,  all  chance  of  the 
medicines  deteriorating  should  he  prevented. 

I  thought  of  talking  on  this  subject  mostly  because  I  thought  the 
accusations  made  against  the  department  are  so  serious  that  we  shall 
not  be  justified  in  being  indifferent  to  them.  I  must  admit  that  I  was 
partly  guided  by  the  circumstances  that  the  present  Director  is  a  person 
whom  I  know  intimately.  For  the  mere  reason  that  the  officer  is  known 
to  me  intimately,  I  do  not  want  to  be  unjust  to  him.  If  these  accusa¬ 
tions  are  not  proved,  it  will  be  a  good  thing  for  ail  parties.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  accusations  are  proved,  and  if  the  Director  has  been  guilty  of 
intentional  or  wilful  negligence,  there  would  be  sufficient  reasons  to 
justify  an  enquiry,  and  if  the  character  of  any  of  the  persons  con¬ 
cerned  happens  to  bo  vindicated  as  the  result  of  such  enquiry, 
I  would  consider  it  a  particular  pleasure  for  the  additional  rea¬ 
son  that  I  know  the  Director  and  some  of  the  officers  in  the  department 
very  well.  My  point  therefore  is,  if  the  House,  after  considering  the  various 
aspects  of  the  case,  is  agreeable  to  the  view  that  the  state  of  affairs 
would  justify  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  I  am  also  for  accepting 
that  view.  '  But  at  present  I  keep  an  open  mind  on  the  question 
reserving  to  myself  the  right  of  voting  as  I  deem  fit  after  listening 
to  the  other  speakers. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Seeretanj  to  Government ) : 
May  I  ask  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  whether  the  object  of  the  committee  is 
to  enquire  into  the  allegations  against  the  Director?  That  is  not  in  the 
original  resolution. 

Mr,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad):  I 
never  said  anything  about  the  personal  character  of  the  Director, 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  I  had  asked  a  series  of 
questions  on  the  working  of  the  Ayurveda  Department;  and  if  the 
answers  had  been  given  to  this  House  before  _  this  resolution  had 
come  up,  we  should  have  been  in  a  position  to  discuss  the  matter 
with  greater  fulness  and  with  better  information.  But  unfortunately 
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we  have  not  been  favoured  with  the  answers  before  the  motion  came  up. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Government  member  has  not  quite 
understood  what  Mr.  Eamakrisbna  JPillai  has  stated.  There  was  no 
fault-finding  with  the  Government  about  the  introduction  of  the  Ayur- 
vedic  system  nor  of  all  the  good  that  has  been  done  by  the  department 
during  the  last  six  years.  We  arc  all  very  thankful  to  the  Government 
and  to  the  department  for  all  that  has  been  done  ;  but  we  maintain 
that  more  could  have  been  done  and  that  we  have  not  got  our 
money’s  worth  ;  nor  have  the  people  derived  all  the  benefits  the  Govern¬ 
ment  wanted  that  the  department;  should  confer  upon  them  when 
it  was  established.  Now  with  regard  to  the  plant  analogy,  brought 
forward  by  the  member  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  I  also 
beg  to  differ  from  him  as  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  has  done.  Tn  fact  Mr. 
Vein  Pillai  has  been  taking  the  words  out  of  my  mouth  and 
the  wind  out  of  my  sails.  Mr.  Bamakrishna  Pillai  never  wanted- 
the  plant  to  be  uprooted.  All  that  he  wanted  to  do  was  to  direct 
the  growth  of  tire  plant  as  it  had  taken  a  very  crooked  turn.  He 
wants  to  manure  it,  water  it,  and  give  it  a  proper  and  a  healthy 
growth.  Pie  did  not  want  to  wait  till  things  got  into  a  horrible  mess  as 
the  Secretariat  has  been  getting  into  recently  arid  then  get  down  people 
from  Madras  to  put  it  in  order.  He  wanted  to  put  matters  right  in 
the  very  initial  stage  of  the  growth  of  the  plant.  Mr.Ilamakrishna  Pillai 
has  been  telling  us  that,  out  of  72  dispensaries  that  have  been  establish¬ 
ed,  12  have  not  been  inspected  by  the  officer  in  charge,  of  the  department 
during  these  six  years.  That  I  think  beats  the  inspection  of  other 
departments.  Now  medical  aid  is  the  crying  need  of  the  country.  Just 
as  the  need  is  growing  more  and  more,  the  prices  of  English  medicines 
are  running  up.  Mr.  K.  K.  Pillai,  who  is  the  agent  for  supplying 
medicines  to  the  Travancore  Government,  told  me  the  other  day  that 
the  prices  had  rim  up  cent,  per  cent;  that  is  a  high  rate,  at  which  prices 
are  rising.  We  must  find  the  ways  and  means  to  be  self-contained  in 
our  medical  treatment.  The  allopathic  treatment  does  not  reach  the 
masses  as  it  should  do ;  only  a  certain  percentage  of  people  get  this 
treatment.  It  should  be  our  aim  and  purpose  to  provide  medical  treat¬ 
ment  to  all  as  much  as  possible.  It  is  only  to  give  a  right  turn  to  this 
matter  that  Mr.  Bamakrishna  Pillai  has  brought  forward  this  resolution. 

Some  time  ago,  when  one  spoke  of  the  Ayurvedic  treatment  it  was 
like  a  red  rag  to  a  bull  in  a  china-shop  to  allopathic  doctors  like  Dr. 
Lakshmanan  and  others.  I  remember  the  Surgeon  General  condemn¬ 
ing  the  whole  System  as  an  old  woman’s  story  a  few  years  ago.  But  the 
angle  of  vision  has  completely  changed  and  the  Surgeon  General  of 
Madras  is  now  looking  upon  it  with  a  very  sympathetic  eye.  I  know 
Dr.  Poonen  was  undergoing  this  treatment.  When  he  had  a  slight 
attack  of  rheumatism  he  used  to  call  in  the  aid  of  an  Ayurvedic 
doctor.  I  also  know  of  other  doctors  requiring  the  services  of  these 
doctors.  The  other  day,  when  we  had  the  exhibition  here,  one  of  the 
physicians  of  the  Ayurveda  Department  showed  me  a  fungus  which,  he 
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told  me,  was  a  most  invaluable  specific  for  slopping  bleeding  after  child¬ 
birth.  He  said  Mrs.  Lukose  took  two  of  these  and  successfully  treated 
cases  of' haemorrhage.  When  I  was  in  the  Iiuzur  as  a  clerk,  one  of  my 
brother-clerks  showed  me  a  small  herb  which  he  said  was  very 
efficacious  for  the  treatment  of  carbuncle.  There  are  great  possibilities 
for  the  development  of  the  Ayurvedic  system.  For  all  these  reasons,  I 
strongly  support  Mr,  Ramakrishna  Pillai’s  resolution  which  is  very  in¬ 
nocent,  very  humble  and  very  modest  in  character. 

Mb.  L.  K.  .RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (Btlaragai) :  In  rising  to  sup¬ 
port  this  resolution,  I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  this 
House  that  the  subject  matter  contemplated  in  tire  resolution  comprises 
two  distinct  entities.  Apart  from  the  maintenance  of  the  college,  the 
Ayurveda  Department  of  Travancore,  as  it  exists  to-day,  is  both  a  Gov¬ 
ernment  manufacturing  and  trading  firm  in  Ayurvedic  drugs,  and  a 
regular  medical  unit  on  Ayurvedic,  lines  for  purposes  of:  treatment. 

It  is  in  its  capacity  as  a  manufacturing  and  trading  concern  that  the 
department  has  created  misgivings  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  On 
principle  at  least,  the  Government  ought  not  to  exercise  the  functions 
of  a  trading  firm — if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  it  effectively  kills 
private,  enterprise  and  increases  the  unemployment  problem  in  the  land. 
During  these  years  it  has  been  proved  that  no  gain  of.  moment  has  ac¬ 
crued  to  the  Government  on  account  of  this  industrial  and  commercial 
function — nay,  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  popular  feeling  is  that  the 
materials  supplied  by  tlie  Government  pharmacy  are  inferior  in  quality 
to  those  obtainable  from  respectable  physicians  elsewhere.  All  this 
anomaly  can  he  remedied  and  a  strong  impetus  given  to  private  enter¬ 
prise  by  abolishing  the  manufacture  and  trade  in  medicines  by  the 
Department.  The  medicines,  etc.,  required  for  the  working  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  can  be  obtained  by  the  auction  or  tender  system  from  respectable 
makers  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  department  or  from  private  agencies 
under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  department. 

But  it  is  entirely  in  another  direction  that  Government  help 
should  come  for  Ayurveda.  It  is  on  the  scientific  side  of  it.  The  system 
requires  improvement  and  expansion  in  the  light  of  modern  sciences  if 
it  is  to  be  of  any  true  service  to  the  people.  Facility  must  be  given  for 
research  and  study.  Experts  in  Ayurveda  and  western  medicines  must 
be  allowed  to  experiment  and  investigate  the  problems  connected  with 
it.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Ayurveda  system  is  worthy  of  much 
improvement.  Any  money  spent  on  such  a  scheme  will  be  a  real  in¬ 
vestment  for  the  real  benefit  of  futurity. 

■  As  it  stands,  the  department  is  not  showing  any  signs  of  rejuvena¬ 
tion. and  is  at  present  only  of  doubtful  utility.  To  consider  means  and 
measures  for  remedying  these  evils,  I  believe,  a  small  committee  is  very- 
essential.  It  is  highly  necessary  to  have  a  doctor  trained  in  the  western 
system  of  medicines,  with  good  knowledge  of  Sanskrit  and  Ayurveda, 
and  an  expert  Ayurvedic  Physician  also,  included  as  the  members  of  this 
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committee.  The  committee  must  be  charged  to  submit  detailed 
schemes  as  early  as  possible. 

Bao  Bai-iadub  K.  V.  RANGASWAMI  AIYANGAB  (Ag.  Principal , 
Training  College)  :  Sir,  I  have  been  listening  to  the  debate,  and’ 
incidentally,  I  have  come  across  certain  statements  which,  I  feel, 
I  should  assist  by  certain  statements  of  my  own,  based  on  my 
personal  experience.  Incidentally,  in  the  course  of  tire  debate, 
reference  has  been  made  to  two  definite  issues.  Questions  have  also  been 
asked  in  regard  to  both  these  issues.  One  of  them  is,  whether,  compared 
with  the  prices  for  similar  preparations  sold  by  other  Vaidyans  or  phar¬ 
macies,  the  prices  charged  in  the  Government,  pharmacy  are  higher  or 
lower ;  and,  the  other  is,  whether  the  quality  of  the  prepara¬ 
tions  issued  by  the  pharmacy  is,  in  any  way,  inferior  to  the 
quality  of  the  preparations  sold  by  other  pharmacies.  I  have 
had  some  experience  in  this  matter.  For  the  last  few  years,  I 
have  been  purchasing  a  certain  number  of  Ayurvedic  preparations — oils, 
lehyams,  and  other  preparations — from  a  number  of  institutions,  both 
inside  and  outside  Travancore.  They  are  all  standardised  Ayurvedic 
preparations,  which  are  available  in  very  many  places.  I  have  bought 
them  from  the  Andhra  Ayurvedic  Pharmacy  in  Madras,  which  is  run 
by  Dr.  Lakshmipati  as  a  .Joint  Stock  Company  now.  I  have  also 
bought  from  the  Venkataramana  Dispensary  at  Madras,  founded  by  the 
late  Mr.  V.  Krishnaswami  Aiyar  and  endowed  by  him.  I  buy  the 
preparations  usually  from  the  Government  pharmacy  in  Trivandrum. 
And,  in  Trivandrum  itself,  I  have  bought  them  from  two  other  Vaidyans 
who  sell  these  preparations.  They  have  also  been  obtained  for  me  from 
Central  Travancore  and  also  from  somewhere  about  Attingal.  I  have 
also  obtained  them  from  Mr.  P.  S.  Variar,  who  is  somewhere  near  Cali¬ 
cut.  I  can  say  from  my  personal  experience  what  I  have  felt  after  using 
these  standard  preparations  from  the  different  places.  I  do  not  want  to 
prolong  my  remarks.  I  may  say  categorically  that,  in  every  instance 
in  which  I  made  purchases  of  these  standard  preparations,  the  prices 
that  I  paid  have  invariably  been  higher  elsewhere  than  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  pharmacy.  In  some  cases,  they  have  been  higher  by  one 
hundred  per  cent.,  by  two  hundred  per  cent.,  and,  in  one  case, 
by  four  hundred  per  cent.  !  At  the  present  time,  there  is  a 
gentleman  at  Trivandrum  who  sells  at  four  times  the  price  charged  in 
the  Government  pharmacy.  Except  in  one  instance  where  the 
prices  were  distinctly  higher  by  one  hundred  per  cent.  I  found 
that  the  articles  I  purchased  elsewhere  were  not,  in  any  way  dif¬ 
ferent  in  quality  from  the  articles  that  I  purchased  from  the  Government 
dispensary  in  Trivandrum.  As  I  said,  this  has  been  going  on  for  a  fairly 
long  time  ;  and  as  I  have  been  purchasing  these  articles  regularly  almost 
every  ten  days,  year  after  year,  I  am  in  a  position  to  give  definite  infor¬ 
mation  which  may  be  of  some  little  value  to  the  House.  I  would  end  my 
observations  by  saying  that  I.  have  felt  constrained  to  offer  my  experience 
to  this  House,  in  view  of  the  remarks  that  I  have  heard  to-day.  I  do 
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not  know  the  gentleman  who  is  the  head  of  the  Ayurveda  Department. 
I  have  not  exchanged  a  word  with  him,  and  I  have  personally  no  in¬ 
terest  whatsoever  in  the  fate  of  the  resolution  now  before  the  House. 
Certain  definite  statements,  which  are  capable  of  a  certain  definite  con¬ 
struction  in  regard  to  the  particular  officer,  were  made  and,  therefore,  I 
felt  bound  to  give  the  Council  the  benefit  of  my  knowledge  of  the 
matter  which  would  put  an  end  to  any  further  discussion  on  these  issues. 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  do  so  both  in  fairness  to  this  House  and  to 
the  officer  concerned . 

Mb.  K.  0.  MAMMEN  MA1MMLLAI  {Commvrce  and  Industries* 
North)  :  Sir,  on  a  former  occasion,  in  the  course  of  the  budget  discus¬ 
sion,  the  year  before  last,  I  wanted  to  put  down  a  motion  for  reducing 
the  grant  under  tire  item  of  Ayurveda  pharmacy.  Later  on,  before 
the  discussion  came  up,  if  thought  that  it  would  be  rather  ungracious  ou 
my  part  to  try  to  disparage  an  institution  which,  if  conducted  pro¬ 
perly,  would  be  of  very  great  use.  Therefore,  I  told  the  Chief  Secre¬ 
tary  that  I  was  not  going  to  press  the  matter  though  I  also  told  him  that 
I  had  certain  reasons  for  putting  forward  that  motion.  As  Mr.  Kanga- 
swami  Aiyangar  said,  I  may  also  say  that  I  have  not  come  across  the 
gentleman  who  is  in  charge  of  the  pharmacy.  I  have  not  even  seen  him. 
.So  both  of  us  are  equally  disinterested  iu  any  observation  that  we 
may  make  in  this  matter.  It  has  been,  probably,  as  usual,  my  great 
misfortune  to  come  across  various  statements  about  the  pharmacy  which 
are  not  at  all  complimentary  to  the  institution.  But,  owing  to  Mr. 
Rangaswami  Aiyangar’s  proverbial  good  luck,  he  has  had  experiences 
which  are  veay  pleasant  and  which  are  altogether  of  a  different  kind  to 
mine.  I  am  obliged  to  stand  up  here  and  to  say  things  about  an  insti¬ 
tution  about  which  I  am  particularly  anxious  to  think  well  and  speak 
well,  because  it  has  been  always  my  desire  that  an  Ayurveda  pharmacy 
conducted  under  the  auspices  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Baja  of 
Travancore  ought  to  he  conducted  in  a  manner  that  should  redound  to 
our  country’s  glory.  The  one  institution  which  the  Government  of  an 
Indian  Sovereign  ought  to  be  able  to  conduct  in  a  manner  different 
from  and  superior  to  wliat'  it  is  in  British  India  is  the  Ayurveda  insti¬ 
tution.  All  of  us  who  have  at  heart  the  reputation  of  our  country 
and  the  well-being  of  the  masses  of  the  people  who  are  unable  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  benefits  of  allopathic  treatment,  have  been  exceedingly 
anxious  that  this  institution  should  justify  itself.  The  opinion  current 
in  the  country  about  the  activities  of  the  department  is  therefore  a 
source  of  great  regret  to  those  of  us  who  have  been  hoping  against  hope 
that  things  would  become  better  in  course  of  time.  I  should  like  to 
request  the  Chief  Secretary  to  publish  the  report  which  the  Government 
have  received  from  the  Account  Officer  who  audited  the  institution.  If 
there  is  nothing  to  conceal  in  the  matter  ,  if  things  are  as  satisfactory 
as  the  Chief  Secretary  has  been  trying  to  make  out,  and  if  the  defect  is 
only  with  reference  to  the  system  of  account-keeping,  then,  in  view  of  the 
serious  allegations  made  either  in  the  shape  of  open  statements  or  veiled 
insinuations,  it  would  be  in  the  highest  interests  of  the  Government,  as 
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well  as  of  the  officer  concerned,  that  the  Government  should  place  the 
whole  report  on  the  table  without  any  sort  of  editing.  It  is  no  doubt 
a  departmental  affair  ;  it  is  open  to  the  Government  to  comply  with  this 
request  or  to  ref.-ain  from  doing  bo.  But,  in  view  of  what  has  been 
stated  here,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  whole  statement  is  published 
so  that  the  Council  and  the  country  may  soc  what  the  truth  of  the 
matter  is. 

I  admit  that  no  man’s  character  or  reputation  is  safe  against  wilful 
perversions  or  malicious  slanders.  But  the  unfortunate  part  of  it  is 
that  all  the  information  that  lias  been  reaching  me  is  to  the  effect 
that  the  prices  charged  by  the  Ayurveda  pharmacy  l'or  medicines  are 
higher  than  the  prices  charged  for  the  same  medicines  by  other  re¬ 
putable  institutions;  that  the  quality  is  always  inferior ;  and  that  the 
prices  paid  for  the  materials  are  unconscionably  higher  than  those 
charged  for  the  very  best  articles  of  the  same  kind  purchased  for  His’ 
Highness  the  Maha  Baja’s  Palace.  Suck  being  the  state  of  affairs,  I 
am  sure  the  Government  will  not  object  to  the  appointment  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  look  into  the  whole  institution  so  that  such  charges  may  not 
b6  repeated  hereafter.  If  the  Ayurveda  Department  is  not  deserving  of 
the  censure  levelled  at  it,  here  is  an  opportunity  for  that  department  to 
justify  itself.  It  is  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  Government  as  well 
as  of  the  public  that  this  Council  should  be  given  an  opportunity 
of  looking  into  the  whole  matter.  Hence  I  am  supporting  the  motion. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIBY  i Chantjanachcry  cum  Minachil)-.  Sir, 
though  I  am  generally  against  the  appointment  of  separate  committees 
unless  there  is  a  necessity,  I  think,  after  hearing  the  discussion  up  to 
this,  I  should  support  the  mover  in  asking  for  a  separate  committee  to 
enquire  into  the  matter.  Of  course  in  the  last  few  months,  reports 
have  reached  me  too  as  to  the  undesirable  method  of  spending  money 
in  the  department.  When  my  friend  sent  in  this  resolution,  I  thought 
in  his  speech  he  would  refer  to  something  of  that  kind.  But  as  a  man 
wffio  is  judicially  trained,  he  has  carefully  avoided  it  because  he  has  not 
proper  materials  before  him.  But  from  the  replies  which  we  were  .  able 
to  elicit,  from  the  Chief  Secretary,  I  think  we  have  got  a  sufficient  basis 
to  start  an  enquiry.  Of  course,  I  do  not  say  that  the  working  of  the 
department  in  other  directions  is  very  imperfect  or  very  perfect.  As 
for  that  matter,  I  do  think  that  other  departments  also  have  not  reached 
perfection.  But  with  regard  to  this  particular  point,  I  am  very 
earnest.  If  there  is  at  least  an  alleged  suspicion  or  serious  doubt  as  to 
the  way  in  which  money  is  being  spent  by  the  department,  I  think  it  will 
be  better  for  the  Government  as  well  as  the  officer  concerned  and  for  the 
responsible  members  of  this  Council  to  vote  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  so  that  the  Whole  thing  may  be  placed  before  that 
body.  With  these  observations,  I  support  the  resolution. 

Mu.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  Sir,  I  seriously  think 
that  a  case  has  been  made  out  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
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to  enquire  into  the  Ayurveda  Department.  Very  serious  allegations 
have  been  made  against  the  Ayurveda  Department  and  when  the  Chief 
Secretary  stood  up  to  reply  to  them  I  thought  we  should  have  some  sort 
of  consolation  from  what  he  was  going  to  say.  He  himself  in  his 
speech  has  admitted  that  there  are  very  many  defects.  But  the  way  in 
which  he  opposed  the  appointment  of  a  committee  by  the  analogy  of 
pulling  up  a  small  plant  which  was  planted  the  day  before  is  entirely 
out  of  place.  Tlie  committee  is  not  to  pluck  away  the  Ayurvedic  plant 
but  only  to  inspect  and  examine  it  and  show  it  the  way  in  which  it  is 
going  wrong  in  order  that  it  may  grow  more  luxuriant,  strike  deeper-  root 
in  the  country  and  be  of  greater  use  to  the  people.  The  committee  is 
not  for  sweeping  away  the  department  into  the  region  of  oblivion  but 
for  taking  greater  care  l'or  pointing  out  its  defects  and  for  making- 
suggestions  towards  its  improvement.  The  one  other  reason  for  oppos¬ 
ing  it  was  that  it  might  not  be  proper  for  us  to  interfere  with  this  in¬ 
stitution  •  which  is  at  its  early  stage  of  experience.  I  think  it  is  at 
■this  stage  that  this  institution  requires  the  greatest  care  and  attention. 
We  are  now  going  through  the  Baby  Week.  If  the  principle  involved 
in  the  reasoning  of  the  Chief  Secretary  is  applied,  I  think  that  the  Baby- 
Week  and  the  Child  Welfare  movement  which  we  are  having  at  present 
in  India  are  follies.  Why  not  let  the  children  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves  ?  That  seems  to  be  the  line  of  argument  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
in  opposing  the  resolution. 

Then  the  second  reason  why  I  would  support  the  resolution  is  that,- 
when  certain  questions  were  asked,  the  answers  which  the  Chief  Secretary 
gave  were  not  at  all  satisfactory.  Not  only  were  they  not  at  all  satis¬ 
factory  but  the  answers  were,  in  my  opinion,  evasive,  thereby 
disclosing  the  miserable  state  in  which  the  whole  department  is 
worked.  I  think  the  climax  was  reached  when  mararatti  oil  came 
into  the  scene.  {Laughter.)  He  said  one  tin  of  that  oil  was  purchased  at 
Es.  26  per  tin.  I  am  not  at  all  acquainted  with  the  Director  of 
Ayurveda  as  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  is.  But  1  am  acquainted  with  many 
a  tax-payer  in  this  country.  I  am  also  one  of  them.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  poor  tax-payer  in  the  country  would  think  of  this  mararatti  oil 
at  such  a  cheap  rate  as  Es.  26  per  tin  !  I  think,  in  view  of  this  sort  of 
allegation  and  as  the  Chief  Secretary  said  the  department  is  in  its  infan- 
stage,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  a  committee  should  he  instituted  to  en¬ 
quire  into  these.  I  think  a  committee  will  he  conducive  to  the  better 
working  of  the  department  and  for  the  good  of  the  public.  If,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  allegations  arc  untrue,  the  department  .  can  vindi¬ 
cate  itself  ;  if  on  the  other  hand  the  allegations  are  true,  they  will  lie 
proved  and  proper  remedies  applied. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha) :  Sir,  I  also 
wish  to  offer  a. few  observations  on  the  subject  under  discussion.  There 
is  first  of  all  the  main  resolution  of  Mr.  Ivamakrishna  Pillai  before  the 
..Hoise;  and  during  the  course  of  the  discussion  something  like  a  para¬ 
sitical  growth  has  been  brought  into  existence  by  reference  to  what  the 
Account  Officer  had  to  do  with  the  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Ayurveda  Department.  I  will  take  up  the  latter  subject  first. 
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With  respect  to  this  latter  aspect  of  the  question,  viz.,  with-  respect 
to  the  condition  of  the  accounts  of  the  Ayurveda  Department,  the  case, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  is  practically  nndefendedby  the  Government.'  The 
Chief  Secretary,  in  his  replies  to  the  queries  from  this  side  of  the  House, 
admitted  ultimately  that  the]Gov eminent  had  not  gone  through  the  entire 
volume  of  the  accounts  of  the  Ayurveda  Department ;  so  much  so,  that  he' 
was  not  in  a  position  to  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  the  accounts 
himself.  But,  while  referring  to  the  question  of  account-keeping, 
whether  the  method  resorted  to  by  the  Director  of  Ayurveda  is  a  novel 
method  standing'  as  an  isolated  variety  in  the  whole  range  of  account¬ 
keeping,  has  not  been  explained.  However,  if  it  stands  by  itself,  as 
a  special  class  of  account-keeping,  then  that  itself,  I  fear,  will  give  room 
to  some  sort  of  mild  suspicion.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  one  of  the 
approved  varieties,  of  account-keeping  that  has  been  resorted  to  by  the 
Director. of  Ayurveda,  even  if  it  is  not  quite  frequent  in  Travancore,  on 
the  strength  of  precedent,  it  may  be  supported. 

Then  incidentally  the  value  of  particular  articles  sold  in  the. 
Ayurveda  pharmacy  was  also  brought  up  for  discussion.  There  is  the 
direct  testimony  upon  the  subject  furnished  by  Mr.  Bangaswami 
Aiyangar  which  is  opposed  to  the  information  which  many  of  ns  have 
received.  I  have  been  assured  by  some  people  that,  somehow  or  other, 
some  of  the  medicines  and  preparations  sold  by  the  Ayurveda  phar¬ 
macy  in  Trivandrum,  under  the  control  of  the  Director  of  Ayurveda, 
seem  to  stand  much  higher  in  price  than  articles  purchased  elsewhere. 

Bag  Bahadur  K.  V.  BANGASWAMI  AIYANGAR  (Ag.  Principal, 
Training  College)  :  May  I  know  from  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  whether  he 
has  verified  the  statement  with  regard  to  the  Dhanaantamtailam,  Asana- 
rilvaiitailam  and  Baktgulichiti/adifailam  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha ):  I  do  not  hear 
anything. 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  V.  BANGASWAMI  AIYANGAE  {Ag.  Principal, 
Training  College)  :  May  I  know  from  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  whether 
he  has  verified  the  statement  with  regard  to  Dhanvantaratailam, 
Asanavilvaditailam,  and  Balagulichityaditailan  ?  That  is  to  say,  has 
he  had  certain  information  which  contradicts  mine  ?  I  ask  whether  he 
has  verified  the  information  on  the  three  specific  preparations  which 
I  speak  of. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrwn)  :  Will  Mr.  Bangaswami 
Aiyangar — 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha.)  :  I.  am  in- 
possession  of  the  House.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum):  I  will  put  my  question  to 
Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  will  wait  until  he  has  answered  Mr.  Banga¬ 
swami  Aiyangar,  .  °  ...  ..  . 
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Mb.  P.  K  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  I  may  say 
that  I  have  not  myself  verified  the  statement.  I  have  only  information 
per  contra.  In  the  present  instance,  there  is  the  direct  testimony  of 
Mr.  fiangaswaini  Aiyaugar.  So  even  considering — 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai,  you  may  put  your  question  now. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
qualities  of  Dhanvantaratailam,  Asanavilvaditailam  and  Balaguli- 
clhityacli  tailam  available  in  the  pharmacy  and  elsewhere  are  the  same. 

•  PRESIDENT :  From  whom  do  yon  want  the  answer  ?  (Conti¬ 
nued  laughter.) 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  I  want  to  know  from  Mr. 
Naiayana  Pillai  whether  the  quality  supplied  by  the  Ayurveda  pharmacy 
and  that  available  in  other  pharmacies  in  Trivandrum  are  the  same. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Amhalapuzha )  :  I  am  unable 
to  make  any  statement  with  respect  to  that  matter,  because  I  have  never 
purchased  Dhanvantaratailam  or  any  other  oil  either  from  the 
Ayurveda  pharmacy  or  elsewhere.  I  have  only  information  supplied 
to  me  by  several  persons,  which  I  apply  for  the  time  being  to  the  subject 
now  under  discussion.  My  only  submission  with  respect  to  this 
question  is  that  we  have  conflicting  evidence  submitted  to  the  House. 

But  if  the  increase  in  the  price  of  articles  can  be  explained  away 
by  a  reference  to  the  method  of  account-keeping,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
accept  that  view  of  the  matter,  since  the  method  of  account-keeping 
certainly  cannot  kick  up  the  price  of  articles,  That  is  rather  difficult  to 
believe.  The  irregularities  of  the  Head  of  the  Department  also  seem  to 
have  been  explained  away  by  a  reference  to  the  method  of  account-keep¬ 
ing;.  That  also  is  a  matter  worthy  of  being  considered. 

Then  with  respect  to  this  parasitical  development,  as  I  sub¬ 
mitted,  on  the  resolution,  Government  themselves,  through  the  Chief 
Secretary,  are  prepared  to  say  that  they  have  not  come  to  a  final  conclu¬ 
sion  in  the  matter. '  Such  being  the  case,  as  I  submitted,  since  no  final 
conclusion  has  been  arrived  at,  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  anything  to  offer 
by  way  of  attack  or  defence  against  such  a  subject. 

It  is  certainly  within  the  range  of  the  duties  of  the  Government  to  feel 
themselves  responsible  to  the  public  at  large  to  investigate  the  question, 
to  clear  any  suspicion  and  to  satisfy  the  people  that  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  ugly  in  the  department.  I  would,  therefore,  submit  that  it  is 
premature  to  attack  the  irregularities  that  have  been  mentioned 
or  suggested  with  respect  to  the  transactions  and  the  business 
carried  on  by  the  Director  of  Ayurveda  at  the  present  juncture.  That,  I 
would  again  point  out,  is  not  the  main  proposition  before  the  House. 

The  main  proposition  before  the  House  is  the  resolution  as 
to  the  necessity  of  a  committee  to  further  the  development  anil  expand 
the  system  of  indigenous  medicines,  vi?.,  the  system  of  Ayurveda.  It  is 
on  this  point  that  my  friend  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai  urges  his  resol  utiou( 
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Of  course,  as  regards  the  question  that  lias  incidentally  arisen,  if  the  system 
of  account-keeping,  as  admitted  by  the  opposite  side,  is  such  as  to  destroy 
the  growth  of  the  system  of  Ayurveda,  then  the  method  of  account-keep¬ 
ing  itself  will  have  to  be  looked  into  by  some  competent  body  If  there 
is  any  such  system  of  account-keeping  as  would  choke  Ayurveda,  it  should 
certainly  be  done  away  with. 

With  respect  to  the  main  proposition  before  the  House,  the  question 
is,  have  we  not  arrived  at  a  stage  at  which  it  is  quite  possible 
to  give  full  scope  to  the  development  of  the  system  of  indigenous 
medicines  in  Travancore  ?  That  is  the  question  to  be  considered.  As 
regards  that  question,  though  there  arc  very  many  other  systems  of 
medicine,  of  which  we  have  formidable  representatives  here  in  Dr, 
Lakslnnanan  and  Dr.  M.  N.  Pillai,  the  system  of  Ayurveda  lias  survived 
the  somewhat  unsympathetic  criticism  at  the  hands  of  doctors  who  fol¬ 
low  other  systems  of  medicine.  It  lias  been  raised  in  status  in  spite  of  the 
criticism  levelled  against  it  and  has  been  given  something  like  a  permanent" 
position  in  the  State ;  and  so  far  as  the  poor  man  is  concerned  it  is  with¬ 
in  his  reach  and  homogeneous  with  his  environment.  The  question 
naturally  arises  as  to  what  the  Government  should  do  in  the  matter  of 
giving  encouragement  to  and  spreading  the  scope  of  the  indigenous 
system.  As  to  that  matter,  the  present  system  of  giving  grants-in-aid 
to  Yaidyans  is  as  old  as  the  department  itself  which,  as  I  understood 
from  the  learned  Chief  Secretary,  was  introduced  in  Travancore  in  the 
year  1071.  The  matter  requires  further  examination.  Why  should 
not  the  Government  organise  a  regular  Department  of  Ayurveda  similar 
to  that  of  the  allopathic  system  ?  The  Ayurvedic  physician  might  be 
treated  as  a  Government  officer  like  the  allopathic  doctor,  might  occa¬ 
sionally  be  transferred  from  place  to  place  and  might  be  given  some  pri¬ 
vileges  like  the  other  Government  servants  just  to  give  him  a  respectable 
status.  Why  should  not  the  Government  organise  a  department  of  that 
description  with  the  necessary  accompaniments  and  facilities  ?  It  is  a 
question  that  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  That,  I  think,  is  the 
object  of  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai.  If,  as  I  think,  the  time  has  arrived 
for  it,  the  assistance  of  an  expert  committee — mainly  composed  of  expert 
physicians  and  other  doctors  who  have  sympathy  with  the  system,  like 
Dr.  Lakslnnanan  and  Dr.  M.  N.  Pillai,  whose  criticisms  as  regards  the 
defect  of  the  system  may  also  he  invited — might  be  sought,  and  that  com¬ 
mittee  might  be  asked  to  devise  a  scheme  to  develop  the  system  of  Ayur¬ 
veda  so  that  greater  use  may  be  made  of  the  system  of  indigenous  treat¬ 
ment.  Then  I  think  it  is  worth  a  trial.  It  is  in  that  spirit  that  we  have 
to  view  the  resolution  that  has  been  moved  bv  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai. 
Prom  the  year  1071,  the  situation  has  not  practically  changed  at  all. 
Ever  since  the  system  was  introduced  in  Travancore,  the  old  idea  seems 
to  cling  to  the  Government  and  there  is  no  scope  for  material  modification 
so  far  as  the  organisation  of  the  department  is  concerned.  Therefore,  if 
the  matter’  is  worthy  of  fuller  investigation,  as  I  think  it  is,  a  committee 
of  experts  might  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  question.  My  friend 
Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai  seems  to  he  particular  that  some  non-official 
members  also  must  be  included  in  the  committee.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
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very  necessary.  A  committee  of  officials  and  experts  alone  might  be 
ashed  to  investigate  and  prepare  a  scheme  for  the  develspment  of  the 
department.  Without  going  into  the  ramifications  in  the  proceedings 
directed  by  the  reference  to  the  method  of  account-keeping,  and  all  that, 
about  which  I  myself  might  call  for  information  after  the  Government 
have  said  that  they  have  come  to  a  final  conclusion  in  the  matter,  I 
would  submit  that,  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  the  scope  of  the  depart¬ 
ment,  I  would  support  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai. 

MR.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  I  wish  to  speak  a  few  words 
in  support  of  the  resolution.  I  do  not  support  this  resolution  simply 
because  there  is  much  corruption  in  the  Ayurveda  Department.  If  that 
is  so,  there  is  corruption  in  every  other  department  of  the  State,  and  all 
the  departments  require  to  be  looked  into.  Several  committees  will  have  to 
be  appointed  if  we  hkve  to  investigate  the  question  of  corruption  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  State.  I  am  for  the  development  of  the  Ayur- 
•  vedic  system  for  the  benefit  of  the  suffering  humanity.  It  is  with  that 
object  that  I  support  the  resolution.  I  think  there  is  considerable  scope 
for  improving'  the  department.  It  is  certainly  bad  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  spend  a  lot  of  money  in  the  preparation  of  drugs  for 
commercial  purposes.  I  think  the  whole  trouble  is  due  to  the  competition 
bek  ’cei  private  practitioners  and  the  Government  pharmacy.  Loss  of 
customers  is  sure  to  rouse  jealousy.  As  long  as  there  is  the  Government 
pharmacy,  there  will  be  much  complaint  from  private  practitioners. 
Probably  the  prices  in  the  private  pharmacies  might  also  be  cheaper.  I 
do  not  know  about  the  quality  of  the  drugs.  I  have  not  got  much  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  matter.  I  also  know  Mr.  Sankara  Menon,  though  he  is  not 
my  intimate  friend.  I  think  that  the  preparation  of  medicines  must  be 
done  in  hospitals  under  the  supervision  of  physicians  in  charge  of  hos¬ 
pitals  or  dispensaries.  The  money  spent  in  the  pharmacy  might  as  well 
be  spent  in  opening  various  dispensaries  in  the  various  important  taluks 
of  the  State.  If  this  competition  with  the  private  practitioner  is  put  an 
end  to,  then,  I  think,  the  major  portion  of  the  complaint  would  vanish. 

I  think  the  department  would  work  very  satisfactorily  if  there  is  no  such  . 
competition. 

As  regards  the  system  of  giving  grants-in-aid,  I  do  not  approve  of  it. 

I  do  not  think  the  aided  Vaidyans  are  doing  much  useful  work.  The 
money  spent  on  the  pharmacy  should  he  distributed  to  the  seve  rah  taluks 
of  the  State  where  small  dispensaries  might  be  opened  and  left  in  the 
charge  of  physicians  appointed  by  the  Government.  It  will  be  a  gain  to 
the  Government,  because  Ayurvedic  dispensaries  can  be  established  at 
a  much  lower  cost  than  allopathic  institutions.  Moreover,,  there  is 
not  the  cost  involved  in  importing  foreign  drugs.  In  the  case  of  rich 
municipalities,  it  might  be  left  to  the  municipalities  themselves. 
There  are  some  municipalities  which  have  lis-  8,000  or  Its.  10,000 
locked  up  without  any  use.  I  think  Government  can  ask  such 
municipalities  to  open  Ayurveda  dispensaries.  Por  instance,  there 
is  the  Kuzhittura  Municipality  which  is  very  rich.  There  is  only  a 
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Mission  hospital  there,  but  it  is  only  like  a  private  dispensary,  because 
people  have  to  pay  for  the  medicines.  In  such,  cases,  the  municipalities 
might  be  asked  to  open  Ayurveda,  dispensaries  and  the  Government  can 
supply  them  with  physicians.  It  would  be  useful  and  beneficial  to  the 
people  also. 

As  regards  the  Ayurveda  College  also,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
students  are  not  benefited  by  the  existence  of  the  pharmacy  and  dispen¬ 
sary  attached  to  the  department.  It  is  duo  chiefly  to  the  location  of 
these  institutions  in  different  places.  All  these  institutions  should  be 
housed  together  and  the  students  asked  to  help  in  the  management 
of  these  dispensaries  and  pharmacies  and  in  the  preparation  of  medi¬ 
cines  so  that  they  may  get  practical  lessons.  I  understand  they  are 
not  given  sufficient  scope  to  work  in  the  pharmacy. 

Mr.  T.  K.  YELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  N  cdumaugad) :  May 
I  ask  Dr.  M.  N.  Pillai  if  he  is  able  to  say  anything  about  the  compa¬ 
rative  cheapness  of  Ayurvedic  and  homeopathic  treatments  ? 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trira minim')  :  I  think  homeopathy  will 
he  much  cheaper  (.laughter)  and  it  is  the  proper  treatment  for  the 
poor  people,  and  of  course  for  the  rich  too,  if  they  are  inclined  to  take 
it. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  I  wish  to  know  why  he 
recommends  the  abolition  of  the  grant-in-aid  system. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  I  do  not  want  to  abolish  that 
entirely.  What  I  say  is  that,  in  places  where  there  are  grant-in-aid 
physicians,  you  must  pay  them  and  make  them  Government  servants. 
Now  there  are  several  grant-in-aid  Vaidyans,  hut  you  will  not  find 
them  when  you  go  in  search  of  them.  They  may  lie  out.  They  may  bo 
sleeping.  There  may  be  no  work  at  all  for  them.  So  it  is  more  or  less 
like  a  pension  that  they  are  drawing  and  perhaps  they  may  he  showing- 
accounts  of  5,000  to  0,000  patients  receiving  treatment  at  their  hands, 
What  I  urge  is  that  Government  should  maintain  dispensaries  in 
each  of  the  taluk  head  quarters.  In  Trivandrum  you  find  the  Ayurveda 
dispensary  having  about  thirty  thousand  patients  treated  in  the  dispen¬ 
sary  annually.  So  the  expenditure  on  allopathic  medicines  must  havo 
lessened. 

Mn.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (No, mimic  t) :  May  I  know  whether  lie. 
recommends  that  private  practitioners  should  be  absorbed  in  the  de¬ 
partment  ? 

Mn.  M.  N,  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  ;  Yes,  if  it  is  possible;  I 
think,  gradually,  there  should  be  as  many  Ayurveda  dispensaries  in 
the  State  as  we  have  allopathic  hospitals. 

PRESIDENT:  It  is  time. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Tricaitdru-n) :  You  spend  about  twenty 
thousand  rupees  for  the  preparation  of  medicines  on  a  commercial 
scale;  but  I  think  you  should  divert  that  amount  so  that  you  can  gn»: ; 
dually  reduce  the  medical  allotment  for  European  drugs. 
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PRESIDENT  :  It  is  time, 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum):  With  these  few  words,  I 
support  the  resolution. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirtirallu)  :  Sir,  until  I 
heard  tire  Chief  Secretary  upon  this  resolution,  I  was  not  sure  that  such 
a  strong  case  had  been  made  out  for 'the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
enquire  into  this  matter.  After  hearing  him,  if  I  have  been  convinced 
of  one  thing  more  than  another',  it  is  the  absolute  need  for  the  appointment 
of  such  a  committee.  Mr.  Raraakrishna  Pillai  has,  in  his  speech  on  the 
resolution,  brought  forward  indictments  of  a  very  strong  and  severe  na¬ 
ture  against  the  working  of  the  department.  He  pointed  out  that,  in  so 
far  as  the  direction  of  the  department  is  concerned,  there  is  very  little  of 
it ;  that  although  there  are  only  about  72 — or  82  according  to  the  Chief 
Secretary — Vaidyasalas  in  the  State,  during  the  last  six  years,  many 
of  these  Vaidyasalas  have  not  been  inspected  by  the  Director  and 
some  of  them  were  inspected  only  twice  and  some  thrice  ;  that  so 
far  as  the  pharmacy  is  concerned,  the  whole  thing  is  in  a  confusion  ; 
that  medicines  and  drugs  are  purchased  not  only  at  exorbitant  prices 
but  also  at  unreasonable  prices ;  that  proper  accounts  are  not  being 
kept  in  the  pharmacy  ;  and  so  on  and  so  on. 

Nevertheless,  in  the  reply  given  by  the  Chief  Secretary,  he  had 
absolutely  nothing  to  say  against  any  of  these  indictments.  He  sought 
to  answer  the  speech  by  a  reference  to  the  achievements  of  the  de¬ 
partment  for  the  last  six  years  since  it  was  organised.  He  also  told 
us  that  the  department  was  reorganised  in  1093  and  that  since  then 
the  pharmacy  was  attached  to  it  and  several  Vaidyasalas  were  opened 
and  hospitals  or  dispensaries  were  established  in  Trivandrum  and 

Of  course,  all  that  merely  shows  that  the  activities  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  have  increased ;  but  it  does  not  argue  at  the  same  time  that  the 
working  of  the  department  has  been  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  So  long 
as  the  allegations  made  against  the  department  by  Mr.  Ramakrishna 
Pillai  remain  unanswered,  it  appears  to  me  that  a  very  strong  case 
has  been  made  out  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee.  The  Chief 
Secretary  told  us  that  it  was  an  infant  department  and  therefore  there 
would  be  imperfections  inevitable  in  the  working  of  it.  Now,  may  I  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  whether  the  absence  of  inspection  of  Vaidyasalas 
by  the  Director  or  the  purchase  of  drugs  at  five  or  six  times  their  real 
prices  iu  the  market  is  the  result  of  the  department  being  only  a  short¬ 
standing  one  ?  There  ai-e  doubtless  defects  which  are  incidental  to  an 
infant  department.  To  say  of  this  department  which  has  been  in  exis¬ 
tence  for  a  long  time,  that  "it  has  been  working  only  for  a  short  time  or 
that  only  recently  it  has  been  organised,  is  no  argument  at- all,  against 
the  allegations  made  by  the  mover  of  the  proposition.  The  Chief  Secre¬ 
tary  told  us  that  there  might  be  defects  and  that  perfection  could,  not  be 
claimed  for  the  working  of  the  department.  At  any  rate,  I  see  some¬ 
thing  carried  to  perfection ;  perfection  has  been  attained  in  regard  to 
the  purchase  of  medicines  at  abnormally  high  prices.  There  is  no  pro¬ 
per  management  of  the  department.  The  Chief  Secretary  also  told 
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us  that  it  was  not  proper  to  investigate  and  inquire  into  the  working  of 
this  department  because  it  has  only  been  recently  started  and  it  would 
be  something  like  uprooting  a  plant  which  has  been  recently  planted, 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  analogy  between  the  two.  If  these  alle¬ 
gations  are  correct  and  well-founded,  as  I  am  inclined  to  think  from 
the  inability  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  answer  them,  the  sooner  they 
are  nipped  in  the  bud  the  better.  Hence  the  sooner  the  working  of  the 
department  is  examined  the.  better  for  all  purposes  concerned. 

Sir,  the  Ayurveda  Department  is  a  very  important  one  in  the  State. 
The  Ayurvedic  system  of  medicines  serves  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the 
people  of  the  country  than  the  allopathic  or  any  other  system  of  medi¬ 
cine.  In  fact,  in  various  parts  of  the  country  where  you  cannot  get  the 
aid  of  allopathic  doctors  or  European  doctors,  people  entirely  depend 
upon  the  Ayurvedic  system  of  treatment  for  their  health  and  lives ;  and  - 
so  far  as  I  know  it  has  been  very  successful  in  giving  medical  relief  to 
the  poor.  Therefore  it  is  a  department  which  should  be  properly  orga¬ 
nised  and  managed  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  all  these  de¬ 
fects  and  imperfections  are  removed  as  early  as  possible.  So  far  as  I 
know,  the  department  could  not  have  done  better  in  the  organisation  of 
it,  because  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  another  man  in  whom  very  high  at¬ 
tainments  in  education  axe  combined  with  a  knowledge  of  Ayurvedic 
medicines.  Therefore  in  choosing  the  present  Director  of  Ayurveda  the 
Government  have  done  the  very  best  thing  which  they  could  have 
done  in  the  organisation  of  the  department.  But  this  is  no  reason  why, 
if  defects  and  irregularities  of  a  serious  nature  are  pointed  out,  enquiry 
should  not  be  made  into  the  working  of  this  department.  I  am  fortified 
in  this  suggestion  by  the  fact  that  even  Mr.  Nidiry,  who  is  a  natural 
enemy  of  all  committees,  has  come  forward  to  support  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  at  least  in  this  matter.  He  dreads  a  committee  as  much 
as  Captain  Cuttle  the  sight  of  a  bonnet.  But  even  he  seems  to  think 
that  in  this  instance  a  case  has  been  made  out  for  the  purpose  of  appoin¬ 
ting  a  committee ;  and  therefore  I  feel  all  the  more  strong  in  supporting 
the  resolution  before  the  House  and  I  do  so  with  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trimmlriwi  cum  Nediimmgad): 
May  I  ask  what  his  views  are  about  bettering  tire  status  of  grant-in-aid 
Vaidyans  or  the  other  alternative  of  having  departmental  Yaidyans  of 
sufficient  pay  and  respectability  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  He  has  not  said  anything  about  it  in  his  speech, 

I  do  not  think  it  arises  here  either. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tir >i, valla) :  I  have  no 
opinion  to  offer  in  the  matter,  I  think  that  grant-in-aid  Vaidyans  de¬ 
serve  greater  encouragement  than  they  now  receive  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government.  The  grants  given  to  them,  viz.,  Rs.  15  toRs.  £0,  are  very 
poor ,  and  therefore,  if  possible,  proper  Vaidyans  should  be  appointed  on. 
a  much  larger  grant-in-aid. 
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So  far  as  the  question  of  my  friend  is  concerned,  I  think  there  are 
various  defects  in  appointing  Vaidyans  as  Government  servants  as  they 
do  in  the  case  of  the  allopathic -doctors,  In  the  first  place,  proper 
Vaidyans  of  high  standing  are  not  easy  to  obtain  ;  and  secondly  it  is  not 
easy  to  get  medicines  unless  the  Government  themselves  undertake  to 
supply  medicines  in  their  pharmacy  ;  and  knowing  as  we  do  the  way  in 
which  it  is  done  in  the  pharmacy,  I  think  it  is  better  to  leave  them  to 
make  their  own  arrangements  for  medicines  on  proper  grant  from  the 
Government. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum)  :  I  want  to  know  whether  it  is 
not  possible  for  ths  Government  to  have  Government  dispensaries  in 
different  centres  without  having  a  central  pharmacy  in  the  State. 

PRESIDENT  :  He  has  already  answered  that  question.  He  does 
not  want  Government  dispensaries  because  it  is  difficult  to  supply  them 
with  medicines. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (T rimndrwm)'.  I  want  to  say  something  about 
that.  It  is  possible — 

PRESIDENT  :  You  cannot  speak  a  second  time. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIEY  {Chany  auachr.ry  cum  M  iuaclul)  :  May  I 
be  permitted  to  speak  a  word  as  a  personal  explanation  ? 

PRESIDENT:  Yes. 

Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIEY  ( Chamjanachenj  cum  Mi.navhil)  :  I  am 
sorry  my  friend  has  misunderstood  me  with  regard  to  my  position.  I 
am  not  a  natural  enemy  of  committees.  (Laughter.)  I  may  assure  my 
friend  that  I  do  not  believe  in  superfluous  committees.  That  is  all.  Of 
course,  as  to  whether  a  particular  committee  is  necessary  or  not,  it  is  a 
thing  about  which  opinions  may  differ.  But  I  am  not  a  natural  enemy 
of  committees ;  at  the  same  time  I  may  tell  him  that  I  believe  not  only 
in  committees  but  in  other  things  also. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chenganmr  cum  Pattanaui- 
titta) :  I  support  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai’s  proposition.  I  think  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  is  necessary  to  consider  the  question  of 
developing  the  Ayurveda  Department.  Though  I  am  not  a  believer  in 
any  system  of  medicine  (laughter),  I  think  the  majority  of  people  have 
got  great  faith  in  the  ayurvedic  system  of  treatment. 

Ms.  A.  HOOGEWEEP  ( Nominated ) :  Not  even  in  Dhanvan- 
tarm  oil  ? 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Cheiigiuuiur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  :  I  have  no  belief  in  any  system  of  medicine.  Yet  the  majority 
of  people  have  great  faith  in  the  Ayurvedic  system ;  and  as  it  is  an  in¬ 
digenous  system,  it  has  to  be  encouraged.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  the 
Government  are  encouraging  this  system  properly  ;  but  from  the  speech 
delivered  by  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai  I  come  to  know  that  there  is  some¬ 
thing  rotten  in  the  state  of  the  Ayurveda  Department  and  a  committee 
will  have  to  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  working  of  that  depart¬ 
ment  and  to  suggest  various  measures  for  developing  it.  One  question, 
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about  which  much  has  been  said  is  the  pharmacy.  This  pharmacy,  I 
understand  from  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai,  is  intended  for  three  purposes, 
namely,  to  manufacture  and  sell  medicines  to  the  public,  to  give 
practical  training  to  certain  boys  in  the  Ayurveda  College  and  to  supply- 
medicines  to  hospitals  and.  dispensaries  in  Trivandrum.  I  am  not  for 
the  abolition  of  the  pharmacy  altogether.  But  I  am  of  opinion' that  the 
pharmacy  'should  not  be  conducted  by  the  Government  as  a  commercial 
concern.  A  pharmacy  may  be  necessary  for  the  supply  of  medicine  to 
the  hospital  and  dispensary  at  Trivandrum,  or  it  may  be  necessary  for 
giving  practical  training  to  the  hoys  in  the  college.  But  for  that  purpose 
a  big  pharmacy,  as  is  now  conducted,  is  unnecessary  and  so  much  money 
need  not  he  spent  upon  that.  The  man  who  is  now  appointed  for  the 
working  of  the  pharmacy,  and  the  amount  which  is  no  w  being  spent  may¬ 
be  better  utilised  for  establishing  other  pharmacies  and  dispensaries  in  the 
most  important  towns  in  the  State.  That  is  the  point  which  ought  to 
be  discussed  by  experts  in  the  line,  and  for  that  purpose  a  committee 
may  be  necessary.  Another  clas3  of  institutions  by  which  the  Ayurveda 
Department  exercises  its  influence  over  tire  people  is  the  Vaidyasalas  in 
the  State.  But  all  these  Vaidyasalas  are  not  of  very  great  use  at  present. 
Some  Vaidyasalas  are  situated  in  places  where  many  persons  do  not  live; 
some  are  not  accessible,  to  all  classes  of  people ;  and  even  in  the  classi¬ 
fication  of  Vaidyasalas  I  do  not  think  that  any  principle  is  recognised  by 
the  department.  The  ability  of  the  Vaidyau  or  the  quality  of  the  medi¬ 
cines  he  has  stocked  in  the  Vydyasala  or  any  other  principle  is  not  recog¬ 
nised  .  by  The  department  in  giving  grants.  That  too  is  a  question 
which  ought  to  be  seriously  considered  by  a  'committee  of  experts.  : 

Referring  to  the  working  of  the  department,  I  have  to  speak  a  few 
words  about  inspection  in  the  Ayurveda  Department.  There  are 
only  about  82  Vaidyasalas  and  these  can  be  conveniently  inspected  :  by 
the  Ayurveda  Director.  I.  think  he  is  not  overburdened  with  duties. 
He. does  not  teach  in  the  college  and  he  exercises,  if  at  all.  only  a  general 
supervision  over  the  pharmacy  and  dispensary ;  and  he  will  be  able  to. 
inspect  all  the  Vaidyasalas  once  a  year.  A  capable  man  on  Rs.  '40  per 
■i neusem  who  is  appointed  to  teach  students  as  well  as  to  inspect  these 
Vaidyasalas  earns  Es.  100  as  travelling  ^allowance.  ,So,  oven  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  inspection  of  Vaidyasalas,  certain  rules  have  to  be  made 
vis.,  how  Vaidyasalas  are  to  be  kept  up,  how  inspections  should  be 
carried  ou,  and  how  Vaidyasalas  are  to  be  conducted.  I  think  a  com 
mittee  is  necessary  to  consider  these  thing's. 

I  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  quality  of  the  medicines  issued 
from  the  pharmacy  at  Trivandrum  and  the  general  report  is — I  can  frank¬ 
ly  say  I  have  not  used  any  of  the  medicines  from  the  pharmacy— -that 
certain  medicines  prepared  in.  the  pharmacy  are  of  inferior  quality  and 
for  certain  other  medicines  the  prices  are  too  high.  And  if  this  is  a  fact, 
the  pharmacy  is  not  of  very  great  help  to  the  public  in  general.  If  the 
public  do  not  want  this  "pharmacy,  I  ask  the  question,  why  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  impose  the  pharmacy  .upon  the  people  and  why  they  spend 
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about  Rs.  25,000  on  it?  It  is  a  serious  charge  against  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  there  is  considerable  leakage  in  the  pharmacy  and  the 
Government  may  get  a  profit  of  only  ten  per  cent,  on  the  sale  of  medi¬ 
cines,  for  which  I  wish  to  get  an  answer  from  Mr.  Krishna  Pillai. 
Suppose  a  medicine  is  prepared  for  Rs.  100  and  it  is  sold  at  Rs.  105  and 
that  will  have  to  be  repeated  100  times  a  year.  Are  the  Government 
getting  a  profit  which  accrues  to  the  Ayurveda  Department  by  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  specific  medicines  these  specific  times  and  by  the  profit  derived 
by  the  sale  of  these  medicines?  So  on  this  ground  I  think  a  committee 
will  have  to  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  working  of  the  department 
and  to  suggest  various  measures  for  tire  development  of  the  depart¬ 
ment.  There  are  in  the  Government  service  persons  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  systems  of  allopathic  and  Ayurvedic  treatments. 
Some  private  Vaidyans  may  also  be  appointed  to  the  committee.  A 
committee  of  officials  and  non-officials  can  enquire  into  the  whole 
system  and  draft  a  scheme  for  the  better  management  of  the  Ayurveda 
Department. 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (AMitiuual  Head  Hirhar  Vakil)-  Sir, 
there  is  a  rule  of  law  that,  if  a  person  is  accused  of  a  serious  offence 
and  a  neigbour  knows  that  he  is  innocent,  he  has  to  offer  himself  as  a 
witness  even  though  he  has  not  been  cited  as  one.  It  is  on  that  principle, 

I  dare  say,  that  Mr.  Rangaswami  Aiyangar  stood  up  "and  said  a  few 
words.  It  is  on  the  very  same  principle  that  I  should  like  to  say  a  word 
or  two  in  this  connection.  Though  Mr.  Rangaswami  Aiyangar  gave 
direct  testimony,  my  friends  on  the  other  side  were  not  able  to  contradict 
him  by  any  direct  testimony.  They  were  prepared  to  contradict  him  on 
hearsay  evidence  which  is  not  admissible  at  all-.  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai 
struck  the  correct  note  when  he  said  that  the  existence  of  the 
Government  pharmacy  has  taken  the  income  from  the  hands  of 
many  of  the  indigenous  Vaidyans.  And  therefore  it  is  quite  natural  that 
when  things  are  sold  cheap  in  the  Government  pharmacy  it  should 
be  reported  that  the  quality  is  inferior  and  that  is  why  we  get  it  cheap. 
Therefore  ws  ought  to  be  very  careful  in  condemning  the  de¬ 
partment  or  the  person.  I  myself  have  been  using  these  prepa¬ 
rations  for  so  many  years,  particularly  the  one  which  Mr.  Hoogewerf 
is  fond  of,  viz.,  Dhanvantarum.  (Laughter.)  I  have  been  purchasing  it 
from  the  Vaidyans,  and  also  from  the  Government  pharmacy  for 
the  last  3  or  4  years  at  a  much  cheaper  rate,  probably  at  half  the 
price  prevalent  elsewhere,  and  I  may  assure  the  House  that  I  have  not 
in  the  least  been  the  worse  of  for  using  it.  Anyhow  the  efficacy  seems 
to  be  all  the  same.  That_is  all  that  l  ean  say,  because  I  do  not  know  the 
ingredients  that  go  to  form  the  oil.  There  are  probably  some  people 
interested  in  condemning  thing's  by  saying  that  the  medicines  are  of 
bad  stuff  or  that  the  drugs  sold  in  the  pharmacy  are  not  quite  up  to 
'  the  mark. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (S  her  tall  ai) :  Who  are  the  sow? 
people  here  interested,  in  condemning  the  department  or  the- person  ? 

Mb-V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (AdditiamlHiaA  Sirhar  Vakil)  I  never 
said  anything  about  the  members  here.  It  may  be  that  some  people  are 


660  TRAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL,  [18TH  JANUARY  1924, 

[Mr.  V.  Subba  Aiyar.] 

interested,  because  we  know  that  in  the  world  of  every — day  life  there  is 
always  keen  competition.  Whenever  there  is  keen  competition,  it  is  a 
matter  of  common  knowledge  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  competitors 
to  belittle  the  worth  of  their  opponents  and  to  say  that  everything  is 
rotten  in  the  case  of  the  opponents  and  everything  is  right  so  far  as  they ' 
are  concerned.  To  that  extent  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  interest  in 
every  profession,  but  honourable  people  never  do  that.  (Laughter.)  So 
that  I  may  say  that  it  is  always  the  case  that,  whenever  there  is  keen 
competition,  it  is  likely  that  some  people  are  interested  in  condemning 
the  department. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)-.  May  I  know  whether  that 
man  in  charge  of  the  pharmacy  knew  that  it  was  for  the  Law  Member  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  I 
believe  the  same  price  is  fixed  for  all.  I  may  tell  my  friends 
here  that  an  Edantjali  of  Dhanr  ante/ ram  oil  costs  36  -fanams. 
I  do  not  know  whether  anybody  has  paid  more.  If  I  have  that 
testimony,  it  must  be  said  that  the  Director  is  partial  to  Government 
officers. 

Mr.  P.  K.  N  Alt  AY  AN  A  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzhd)  :  Will  he  ex¬ 
plain  how,  if  the  cost  price  of  the  articles  purchased  by  the  Director 
of  Ayurveda  stands  higher,  it  will  be  possible  for  him  to  sell  it  at  the 
same  rate  as  private  practitioners  ? 

Mr.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I 
daresay  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  knows  that  :. Vaidyans  are  not  paid 
for  particular  visits.  As  a  rule  they  always  take  their  share  from  the 
prescription  of  medicine.  (Laughter.)  We  know  as  a  matter  of  fact 
that,  if  private  practitioners  sell  their  medicines  at  the  Government 
rates,  they  will  be  nowhere.  There  is  no  use  in  their  preparing  medi¬ 
cines.  If  the  Government  price  is  10  fanams,  private  practitioners 
cannot  but  sell  at  a  higher  price. 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries, 
North):  Does  your  implication  refer  to  all  Vaidyans?  There  are 

Vaidyans  who  charge  professional  fees  and  also  manufacture  medi¬ 
cines.  Therefore  I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  condemnation 
refers  to  such  Vaidyans  too.  - 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakit) :  No  ; 
certainly  not.  I  say  there  are  honourable  men  in  every  profession  and 
others  who  want  to  make  profits  only.  It  may  be  that  some  people  are 
interested  in  condemning  it. 

Mr.  P.  PARAMESVARAN  ( Nominated ):  (SigcpjdxgoJa  mo  ocbaoul 
arlioi  gsreocflQcm  mocTTJamfO<o'ro]<o6  cuoeejo  g^mo^aaiocsrcsao  enjcss 
omgf  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  I  do 
not  know.  Q^)cio|c9ffl(u>i6)00(xjo61  tsroolsraro^sQ. 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  ;  May  I  know 
whether  the  price  list  is  specially  made  in  the  pharmacy  ?  Is  Dhanvan- 
taram  oil  made  in  the  pharmacy  specially  for  you  or  do  you  purchase  it 
from  the  common  store? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  It  is 
not  prepared  for  me  particularly.  When  I  purchase,  I  send  my  servant 
and  get  it.  The  man  in  charge  of  the  pharmacy  does  not  know  that  the 
oil  is  for  me. 

Mr.  N,  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaihuni  cum  Ettumanur)  : 
May  I  know  what  oil  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  generally  purchases  for  his  use  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  JDhan- 
mntram.  . 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  {Vaikaa.  cum  Ettumanur) : 
Where_does  he  usually  purchase  it  ? 

Mr.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakit):  I 
Jiave  been-  purchasing  it  from  the  pharmacy  for  the  last  3  or  4  years. 
As  I  said,  I  do  not  know  the  ingredients  which  those  people  use  or  the 
other  people  use  ;  so  far  as  efficacy  is  concerned,  I  do  not  say  anything. 
It  is  only  about  the  price.  But  the  point  really  is — 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Noninated ):  May  I  know  whether 
the  Law  Member  has  purchased  this  from  Mr.  Madhavan  Vaidyan  or 
some  other  medical  practitioner  ?  How  does  it  compare  in  price  or  in 
quality? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (A  dditional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  I  have 
puschased  it  from  him  also.  The  price  is  a  little  higher.  But  during 
the  last  three  or  four  years,  I  have  been  purchasing  it  almost  -  invariably 
from  the  Government  pharmacy. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) : 
What  was  the  price  then  ? 

Mr.V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I  believe 
it  was  about  16  fanams  per  nali.. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalapmha)  :  May  I  know 
whether,  before  he  began  to  purchase  from  the  Ayurveda  pharmacy,  he 
was  obtaining  the  same  from  Mr.  Madhavan  Vaidyan  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  was 
■  getting  from  Mr.  Madhavan  Vaidyan  as  well  as  from  other  people. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhalapituha) :  What  was 
the  price  then  ?  - 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakit):  I  believe 
it  was  sixteen  fanams  then  also. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  Are  you 
paying  the  same  price  now  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  It  is 
only  nine  fanams  per  nali  in  the  pharmacy. 

Mr.  A,  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated) :  Which  is  cheaper?  {Laughter.) 
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Mr-  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additiona  l  Head  Siriw  Vakil)  .-..  It  js 
obvious.  I  said  I  have  purchased  from  Mr.  Madhavan  Vaidyan  and  from 
the  pharmacy.  So  far  as  the  price  isconcerned,  it  is  not  always  the  same. 

But  the  point  that  we  really  want  is  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  develop  and  expand  the  Ayurvedic  system  of  treatment 
here.  Now,  in  the  consideration  of  this  question,  we  have  been  carried 
away  by  the  fact  that  there  are  some  irregularities  in  the  department 
which  are  alleged  to  exist  and  therefore  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai 
-struck  the  correct  note  when  he  said  that  there  was  a  practical  parasitical 
development  of  it  and  not  covering  the  real  issue.  I  should  particularly 
urge  upon  the  members  of  the  House  to  consider  the  desirability  of 
appointing  a  committee  for  the  expansion  of  the  Ayurvedic  system  and 
improving  the  system  by  having  experts  on  the  committee..  The  Chief 
Secretary  explained  by  saying  that  such  members  should  have  experience 
in  both  the  systems  and,' as  far  as  possible,  be  persons  who  have  critical 
faculties  and  constructive  ideas,  and  such  people  will  have  to  be  got  down 
from  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  may  not  be,  I  believe,  possible  to 
get  down  such  men.  It  is  on  this  ground  that  he  has  objected  to  it, 
But  we  ought  not  to  be  carried  away  by  feeling.  Reference  was  made 
to  the  purchase,  of  a  tin  of  ma-ramtti  oil. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedwuangad) :  May 
I  know  whether  he  is  able  to  give  11s  any  information  with  regard  to  the 
capacity'  of  the  particular  tin  ? 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirhar  Valid)  :  I 
never  said  anything  about  it.  I  am  only  saying  what  I  heard  from  the 
various  observations.  I  myself  have  never  seen  one  tin  of  /uararatti  oil 
(Laughter.)  The  point  is  that,  for  the  first  time  after  the  Ayurveda 
Department  was  organised,  the  Account  Officer  audited  the  accounts  of  the 
department  in  1098.  He  has  evidently  submitted  a  report  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  that  report  is  being  considered  by  the  Government.  Let  us  take 
it  that  the  price  is  in  some  instances  is  higher  than  the  price  obtaining  in 
the  market.  Let  us  also  take  it  that  there  are  some  mistakes  ill  the 
accounts.  The  question  is  whether  these  are  not  properly  things  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  Government.  One  tola  of  musk  you  can  purchase  for 
eight  annas.  If  you  want  genuine  stuff  you  will  have  to  pay  Rs.  80 
for  a  tola.  It  depends  upon  the  quality  of  the  stuff.  In  other  words, 
what  I  beg  to  submit  is  that  in  the  first  place  the  various  discrepancies 
must  be  noted,  the  system  of  accounts  should  be  checked  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  must  pass  final  orders.  Whenever  there  is  any  mistake, .  they 
should  call  for  an  explanation  from  the  Director.  I  daresay  that  all  the 
members  know  that,  if  the  Director  is  guilty  of  fraud  as  is  now  hinted, 
insinuated  or  suggested  by  some,  then  there  is  such  a  thing  as  the  l)e- 
■  partmental  Enquiries  Regulation.  An  enquiry  will  be  started  against  him 
and  I  say  that  by  means  of  such  an  enquiry  his  faults  could  be  found  out. 
When  there  are  ever  so  many  safeguards  I  ask  the  members  to'  seriously 
consider  the  question  whether,  from  the  mere  fact  that  there  are"  certain 
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accusations  against  that  officer,  it  will  be  desirable  to  place  him  in  the 
dock  and  ask  him  to  explain  his  conduct.  I  think  the  question  of  ir¬ 
regularities  and  mistakes  in  the  man,  or  the  highprices  of  medicines  ought 
not  to  guide  us  in  deciding  that  a  committee  is  necessary.  But  the  question 
should  be  judged  entirely  upon  a  different  aspect  as  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana 
Pillai  pointed  out,  namely,  whether  it  is  necessary  to  have  experts  to 
consider  the  working  of  the  Department  of  Ayurveda,  Whether  such  ex- 
.perts  are  available  or  have  to  be  got  down  from  elsewhere  and  whether 
it  is  desirable  to  do  so,  all  these  the  House  will  have  to  consider-  detach¬ 
ing  the  one- from  the  other.  Because  there  are  some  accusations  against 
the  Director  and  there  is  something  wrong  somewhere,  on  that  ground  we 
ought  not  to  decide  all  at  once  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed. 
It  will  be  something  like  placing  a  man  for  trial  before  the  Sessions 
Court  before  any  police  investigation  has  been  made  and  before  a 
magistrate  has  conducted  a  preliminary  enquiry.  .... 

V..  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Is  there  anything  in  the 
resolution  to  suggest  that  there  is  corruption  in  the  department? 

•"=;  M-B.'V.'  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  If  - my 
ears  are  quite  right,  most  of  the  speeches  were  directed  against  that  and 
that  alone.  From  that  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  members  are 
carried  away  by  the  fact  that  there  is  something  wrong  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  so  far.  as  that  particular  matter  is  concerned.  That  seems  to  have 
guided  prominently  the  members  in  saying  that  they  would  go  in  for  a. 
committee.  I  say  from  what  has  been  stated  and  from  the  allegations 
of  some  of  the  members  of  this  House  I  base  my  argument. 

.  Mr.  JOSEPH  PAN JIK ARAN  (Shertallai)  :  Does  he  know  that 
,  the  committee  demanded  by  the  resolution  is  also  intended  to  examine 
into  the  working  of  the  department? 

Mis.  V.  SUBBA  AJYAH  (Additiona l  Head  & irkar  Vakil)  :  If  .  the 
idea  is  to  develop  and  expand  it  and  make  it  very  useful,  that. is  to  be 
judged  totally. 'from  a  different  point  of  view.  From  what .  I  heard  I 
understood  that,  in  most  of  the  arguments  there  was  very  little  said  on 
the  side  of  expanding  or  how  best  to  develop  the  department  and  what 
should  be  done.  Much  that  I  heard  was  about  the  corruption  that  is 
alleged  to  exist  in  the  department.  That  is  why  I  say — 

,  .  Mr..  A,  HOOGEWEBF-  (Nominated) :  Shy—  . 

.  -  PRESIDENT.  I  cannot  allow  the  discussion  to  be  interrupted  ’ 
like  this-  .  '  "  " 

'  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  (Nominated)  :  Did  I  not  say  that  the 
department  should  be  expanded  and  every  facility  should  be  given  for 
the  working-  of  the  department  ? 

■  PRESIDENT:  You  are  not  putting  a  question. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirumlla):  Does  he  think 
that  the  irregularities  in  the  working  of  the  department  are  not  covered 
■  by  the  resolution  ? 

.PRESIDENT :  It  depends  upon  the  interpretation  that  is  put 
upon  the  wording  of  the  resolution. 
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Mil.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  My  point 
is  that,. it  so,  I  am  against  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  go  into 
the  irregularities  or  the  alleged  incorrectness  or  fraud  that  is  obtaining 
in  the  department.  Therefore  we  should  leave  that  apart,  and  if  there 
are  other  grounds  for  developing  and  expanding  the  Ayurvedic  system 
by  tlxie  appointment  of  a  committee,  by  all  means  vote  for  it.  I  daresay 
the  members  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  to  enquire  against  a 
particular  officer  a  committee  should  not  be  appointed  without  proper 
things  being  done. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAE1AE  ( Clmgannur  cum  Puttanam - 
titta)  :  May  I  know  whether  there  are  any  allegations  against  a 
particular  officer  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Plead  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  Yes; 
because  the  whole  thing  is  done  by  the  Director  who'is  responsible  for’ 
the  money.  Everything  is  said  with  reference  to  him.  It  was  said  that 
without  tenders  he  had  been  purchasing  drugs.  He  has  been  disposing 
and  selling-  That,  I  thought,  meant  nothing  else. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDRIY  ( Changanacheri /  cum  Minaehil) :  Is  it  not 
against  the  department  ?  It  is  general  and  not  specific. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  The 
allegations  are  for  the  Government  to  decide. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( TimcaUa )  :  Does  he  know 
that  the  audit  report  has  been  before  the  Government  for  the  past 
seven  months  and  that  they  have  not  been  able  to  arrive  at  a  decision  ? 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  S:rkar  Vakil)  :  I 
daresay  the  member  knows  that  it  is  not  the  only  matter  that  the  Go¬ 
vernment  are  concerned  with.  It  involves  a  large  volume  of  work,  parti¬ 
cularly  when  the  report  contains  many  details. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)  :  Will  not  the  committee 
expedite  matters  ? 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  ;  I  think 
it  is  just  the  reverse  of  it. 

PRESIDENT:  We  will  rise  now  and  meet  again  at  ll-i)0 
to-morrow. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  5*20  p  M. 


S.  paramesvaea  aiyAr, 

Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Council , 
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Saturday  the  19th  January,  1924- 
l OFFICIAL  REPORT.) 

The  Council  met  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at  Eleven- 
Thirty  of  the  Clock,  with  the  President  in  the  Chair, 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS.  :  .  . 


[Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standing  Order  No,  18—  ■ 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  tl|0  questions  and  answers  to  be  put  and  given  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Counoil  shall  be  placed  on  the  Council  table  15  minutes  before  the  President 
takes  his  seat. 

(2)  The  questions  shall  bo  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner 

The  Secretary  shall  call  the  name  of  each  interpellatin'  in  serial  order,  specify  the 
serial  number  of  his  questions  ami  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  he  is  desirous  of  asking  a' supplementary  question. 
Supplementary  tjiiestions  must  lie  put  immediately  after  the  principal  questions  to  .which 
they  relate.] 

Encouragement  to  Mmj>Qt<mia-rekirned  Mm  in  State  Service. 

163.  Mu.  M.  N.  PIIjLAI  (1 Trivandrum ) :  (a)  Will  the  G-overntoent 
be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  : 

(1)  a  list  of  the  permanent  employees  of  the  State  who,  on  re¬ 
turn  'from  Mesopotamia,  have  been  granted  any  special  concessions, 
stating  the  total  number  of  such  servants  who  were  deputed  for  service 
and  who  have  since  returned  therefrom  ;  and 

(2)  a  list  of.  Mesopotamia-returned  men  who  have  applied  for 
appointments  in  the  State  newly,  together  with  the  number  of  such  ap¬ 
plicants  who  have  been  provided  for  and  the  special  preference  that  has 
been  shown  to  them? 

(6)  Are  any  steps  being  taken  to  grant  special  concessions  to 
either  the.  permanent  employees  or  new  applicants  for  service  in  the 
State  who  have  not  already  had  any  encouragement  in  consideration  of 
their  good  war  record  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
(a)  (1)  The  information  has  been  called  for  from  heads  of  de¬ 
partments  and  will  be  laid  on  the  table  on  receipt. 

(2)  Government  do-jaot  propose  to  collect  the  information 
necessary  for  the  pfepam^Rnof  the  list,  referred  to  in  the  first  part  of 

T.  2732  310.  22-4.24.  ■  n 
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the  question,  as  in  their  opinion  the  time  and  labour  involved  would 
be  out  of  proportion  to  its  utility.  In  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  . 
question  the  member's  attention  is  invited  to  the  answer  to  question  i 
No.  1.28.  j 

(b)  The  mem  bet:  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  126,  ■ 

Y ad  aim  in  the  State  Service, 

104.  MB.  S.  8UBRAHMANTA  KARA YAK  Alt  ( Paitampurm 
cum  Shenoottak) :  ( a )  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether 
any  Yadova  in  Travancore  is  in  Government  service  ? 

(b)  If  not,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  appoint  in  the  State  i 
service  deserving  educated  young  men  belonging  to  that  community’?  | 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) ■  ; 

(a)  Yadavas  have  not  been  recognised  as  a  separate  caste  for  t 

census  purposes.  ^ 

( b )  Part  (/>)  of  the  question  does  not  arise  in  view  of  the  answer 
to  part  (a). 

Charge  of  Corruption,  against  Mr.  A.  S.  Krishna-  Aiyar, 
Tahsildar,  Quilgn, 

165.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  whether  the  Quilon  Dewah  Peishkar  and  the  Land 
Revenue  Commissioner  brought  to  their  notice  an  alleged  case  of  corrup¬ 
tion  against  the  Tahsiklar  of  Quilon?  If  so,  what  action  did  the  Govern¬ 
ment  take  in  the  matter  and  what  was  the  recommendation  of  the 
Land  Revenue  Commissioner  ? 

MR.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  The 
Tahsildar’ s  conduct  was  suspicious,  but  evidence  in  regard  to  corruption  . 
was  not  conclusive.  In  the  circumstances  no  action  was  taken  beyond  ’ 
noting  the  matter  in  the  officer’s  service  record. 

.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum) ;  What  was  the  charge  against 
the  Tahsildar  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

There  was  no  definite  charge  against  the  Tahsildar. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Then,  what  was  the  nature, 
of  the  enquiry  conducted  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

No  regular  enquiry  was  conducted,  because  there  was  no  charge 
against  him. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  What  was  the.  report  against 
him  ?  . 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  I 
•  regret  I  am  unable  to  reveal  ;the  contents  of.  the  report.  - , . 
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Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum. ) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  place  on  the  table  all  the  papers  connected  with  that  V 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  tv  Government)  :  1 

claim  notice. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  In  the  case  of  a  Government 
officer,  if  the  evidence  leads  to  a  suspicion  of  corruption,  is  it  not.  neces¬ 
sary  to  punish  him  at  least  as  an  example  to  others  ? 

MR.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

That  is  not  a  supplementary  question. 

PRESIDENT :  The  answer  says  that  there  is  .  no  conclusive 
evidence  of  corruption.  So,  that  question  does  not  arise,  and  no  enquiry 
is  necessary  under  the  Regulation. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  What  was  the  necessity  for 
noting  the  matter  in  the  officer’s  service  record  ? 

PRESIDENT:  There  is  an  answer  to  that  question  also  in  the 
answer  given  already.  The  first  sentence  answers  that  question. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  But  is  it  not  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  when  an  officer’s  conduct  is  found  to  be  suspicious,  to 
conduct  an  enquiry  and  give  sufficient  punishment  to  that  officer  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  The  punishment  that  was  given  is  mentioned 
there. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  I  Want  to  know  whether  the 
punishment  given  to  the  Tahsildar  is  a  sufficient  one  if  there  was  a 
charge  against  him. 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'. 

There  was  no  charge  against  him. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Then,  what  \yas  the  neces¬ 
sity  for  noting  the  matter  in  the  officer’s  service  record  V 

Mr.  R-  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

Because  there  was  a  suspicion. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Then  why  not  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  give  him  sufficient  punishment  V 

Mr,  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Glue/  Secretary  to  Government) : 

There  were  no  grounds  for  punishing  him. 

;  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum)  ;  If  there .  was  no  sufficient 
1  room  for  suspicion,  what  necessity  had  the;  Government  to  note  the 
|  matter  in  the  officer’s  record  ? 

\  Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):  I 
;  have  already  answered  that  question. 

Mr.  A.  11.  Subrahmanya  Aiyar ,  Tahsildar . 

166.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  the  charges  against  Mr.  A.  R.  Subrahmanya  Aiyar 
that  culminated  in  the  punishments  recently  awarded  to  him? 
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Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Guhernmeut} :  Mr. 
Subrahmanya  Aiyai'  was  punished,  lor  unsatisfactory  land  records 
work. 

Mr.  m\  N.  FILLA.I  ( Tricandrum )  :  The  answer  to  my  question  i5 
that  M'r.  Subrahmanya  Aiyar  was  punished.  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  what  the  exact  charge  was  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Scardarij  to  Uvwmimt) : 

The  answer  is  that  he  did  not  do  land  records  work  satisfactorily. 

Punishment  of  Excise  Officers, 

1(37.  Me-  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum)^.  Will  the  Government 
bo  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  statement  showing  the  following  infon 
mation  in  regard  to  the  punishments  imposed  by  the  Excise  Com¬ 
missioner  during  1097,  1098  and  up  to  Dhanu,  1099  : 

(a)  persons  fined. Rs.  5  and  above 

(b)  persons  degraded ; 

(c)  persons  suspended ; 

id)  persons  censured  ; 

(e)  persons  dismissed  ;  and 

if)  persons  whose  punishments  were  subsequently  cancelled  by 
him  and  also  by  the  Government,  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Gomimmt) : 
A  statement  giving  the  particulars  required  by  the  member  is  given 
below : — 


Punishments  inflicted. 


Number  of  persons  fined  Its.  & 

19 

i  yo  !  8 

Do,  degraded 

-  ,  1 

(3 

2  j'  3 

Do.  suspended 

...j 

10 

y  j  2  ■ 

Do.  censured 

...  |  ... 

Do.  dismissed 

...j 

1. 

1  '  ... 

Persons  whose  punishments  vve 

iL’e  sublet | uen l.lyj 

A.  line  of  Rs.  2 

cancelled  by  him  and  by  the  Government.  , 

was  cancelled 
by  the  Excise 
Commissioner, 

No  fine  of  more  than  Rs.  5  was  imposed  in  any  case- 
Anehal  Superintendent' is  lltkul-qnartcn. 

1(58.  Mr.  N.  EAMAK RISHN A  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Eltumumr);. 
U)  When  was  the  head-quarters  of  the ,  Anehal  Superintendent 
removed  from  Trivandrum  and  why  was  it  removed  ? 


iKSWET.fi. 


669 


(ft)  Was  this  transfer  intended  to  he  permanent  or  only  tem¬ 
porary  ? 

(«)  What  is  the  expenditure  involved  in  this  transfer'  on  account, 
of  the  travelling  expenses,  etc.,  of  the  Anchal  Superintendent  and  his 
staff? 

(rf)  Has  the  whole  staff  of  the  Superintendent  been  transferred 
to  the  new  head-quarters  ? 

Mb.  S.  PAHAMESVARA  AIYAE  ( Sacretar, /  to  UorenmmC  - 

((f)  and  (J>  The  head-quarters  of  the  Anchal  Superintendent  was 
temporarily  located  at  Nagercoil  for  a  month  from  the  1st  Vrischikam, 
1099.  It  was  done  at  the  request  of  the  Anchal  Superintendent  who: 
was  compelled  to  stay  at  Nagercoil  for  a  month  owing  to  certain  domestic 
circumstances.  • 

(c)  The  expenditure  involved  is  nominal,  being  only  the  actual 
travelling  expenses  of  a  clerk  and,  a  peon  who  accompanied  the  Anchal 
Superintendent  to  Nagercoil  and  back.  The  Anchal  Superintendent 
was  not  allowed  any  travelling  or  halting  allowance. 

(i'O  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Customs  House  Inspector,  Alleppe//, 

169.  Mr.  N.  EAMAKEISHNA  PILfLAI  (Vaikmt  cum  EUnmmitr) : 

( n )  -  Who  is  the  Inspector  in  charge  of  the  Alleppey  Customs  House? 

(ft)  How  long  has  he  been  in  charge  of  this  Customs  House  ? 

(a)  Have  there  been  any  complaints  against  this  Inspector  ,  from 
the  merchants  of  Alleppey  ? 

(Vf)  Was  there  a  general  transfer  of  Inspectors  during  the  re¬ 
organisation  of  the  Excise  Department  in  Tulain,  1098,  and  in  Kanni, 
1099? 

MB.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Swreta-m  t:o  ■  Cover limnfy. , 

(a)  Mr.  W.  J.  Cleur. 

(ft)  He  has  been  in  charge  of  the  institution  since  15th  Edavam 
1095.  ’ 

:  (c)  No.  i 

(d)  Some  of  the  Inspectors  vvei'e  trunsfeiied  in  '.L'ulalUt  1098,  in 
connection  with  the  reorganisation,  of  the  department.  In  Kanni,  1099. . 
a  few  Inspectors.,  not  included  in  the  previous  list,  were  transferred.: 

/u' ft.  v-'la  for  Timber.  ■ 

ViO.  Mb.  A.  GOVINPA  MENON  cum  Priiritr).  Will 

the  Government  be.. .pleased  testate: 

(1)  the'rates'ol:  koleoiU  allowed  to  contractors  indifferent  parts 
of  the  Etate  for  the  extraction  and  supply  of  forest  timber-  at  the  several 
Government  depots  :.  and 

(2)  whether  the  rate  of.. /roferi/u  has.  .increased  generally  during  • 
the  last  five,  years,  and,  if  so,  in  what  proportion  ? 
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.  Mu.  8.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Scoretary  to  Government): 

(1)  The  rates  o i  kolevila  vary  according  to  tire  species  of  timber 
to  be  worked  down  and  the  distance  of  the  felling  areas  from  the  depots. 
They  average,  at  present,  from  8  to  14  annas  per  cubic  loot. 

(2)  Yes.  There  was  an  increase  in  recent  years.  The  increase 
ranges  from  1  to  2  annas  per  cubic  foot.  In  1098,  however,  there  was 
a  decrease  in  most  places. 

Irregularities  in  re  lixkaetion  and- Baku]'  Timber. 

171.  Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MEN ON  {ALanyad  cum  Tuner) :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

.  (1)  whether  all  contracts  for  the  extraction  of  timber  and  all  sales 
of  timber  were  properly  advertised  and  whether  tenders  were  called  for 
during  the  last  two  years ;  and 

(2)  whether  it  is  not  a  common  practice  that,  subsequent  to  the 
opening  of  tenders,  statements  are  recorded  from  certain  tenderers  and 
others. and  that  contracts  are  given  to  them  by  private  negotiation  V 

Mr.  S.  PAilAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

,  \  ib)  Contracts  are  settled  by  negotiation  only  when  tenderers  ate 
n(jt  forthcoming  or  when  the  rates  tendered  by  them  are  found  un- 
ac(«eptable. 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON,  Ulancjad. uuin  Tarur) :  Will  the 
government  be  pleased  to  state  what  they  moan  by  the  words  “  found 
^acceptable”?  Do  they  mean  that  the  tender  is  not  sufficiently  low  or 
tenderer  has  not  got  sufficient  security  V 

Mr.  8.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

‘Unacceptable’  is  what  cannot  be  accepted  in  the  interests  of  the 
department.  That  might  be  due  to  a  variety  of  reasons. 

Private  Timber  Depots  of  Supply  Contractors,; 

t  172.  Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur) ;  Will 

I  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

■  (1)  the  number  and  names  of  timber-supply  contractors  who  own 

.  private  sale  depots  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Government  sale  depots ; 

(2)  the  number  and  names  of  such  contractors  who  have  their 
private  sale  depots  at  places  higher  up  the  routes  along  which  timber  is 
floated  down  to  Government  depots ;  and 

(3)  whether  the  proximity  of  such  private  dephts  does  not 
adversely  affect  the  sale  at  Government  depots  ? 

Mr.  S,  PAEAMESVABA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government)  • 

(l)andC2),  No  supply  contractor  of  the  department  has  any 
private,  sale,  depot  near  Government  sale  depots  or  anywhere  higher  up 
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floating  streams.  Nor  is  any  such  contractor  allowed  to  trade  in  timber 
during  the  currency  of  his  contract, 

(3)  The  question  does  not  arise,  in  view  of  the  answer  to  parts 

(1)  and  (d), 

Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alanyad  cum  Parur) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state'  whether'  any  near  relatives  of  these 
same  contractors  possess  depots  near  the  same  depfit  V 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  (government) ; 
Government  are  not  aware. 

Sale  of  Timber  by  Contractors  at  Government  Depdt*. 

173.  Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alanyad  omn  Parur)-.  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(1)  whether  they  do  not  allow  sale  contractors  to  keep  and  sell 
the  timber  purchased  by  them  from  Government  depots  at  those  depdts; 

(2)  whether,  if  they  do  so  allow,  such  a  course  does  not  pre¬ 
judicially  affect  the  sale  of  timber  left  unsold  at  such  Government  depots 
at  the  time  ;  and 

(3)  whether  in  all  those  cases  they  charge  any  ground-rent  for 
permission  to  keep  and  sell  such  timber  and  whether  there  is  any  time¬ 
limit  for  such  permission  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)-. 

(1)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative,  if  by  the  expression  ‘sale  con- 
tractors’  the  member  means  purchasers  of  timber  from  depots. 

(2)  and  (3)  These  questions  do  not  arise,  in  view  of  the  answer 

to  part  (I).  .  ■  ' 

Mortality  among.  Wild  Elephants,.- 

174.  Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alanc/ad  cum  Parur)  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(1)  whether  the  Divisional  Forest  Officer,  Northern  Division,, 
has  reported  that  mortality  among  wild  elephants  was  unusually  large 

•  in  that  Division  in  1098 ; 

(2)  whether,  in  case  such  a  report  has  been  made,  Government 
have  made  any  enquiry  as  regards  the  mortality  of  wild  elephants  in 
the  other  divisions  of  the  State  and  whether  they  will  state  the  results 
of  such  enquiry,  if  any  ; 

(3)  whether  they  have  received  any  report  as  to  the  number  of 
wild  elephants  washed  away  by  the  flood  that  occurred  during  the  latter 
part  of  1098  in  the  Peri yar,  and  whether,  if  such  a  report  has  been 
received,  they  would  state  the  number  of  cow  elephants  and  tuskers  so 
washed  away,  as  also  whether  in  each  case  any  mah-azar  was  prepared 
by  the  forest  authorities ;  and 

(4)  whether  they  will  enquire  whether  there  were  any  cases  of 
shooting  wild  elephants  by  the  owners  or  servants  of  the  registry  holders 
of  thejands  lying  alongside  of  the  High  Range  road  ? 
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Mr,  S.  T’ARAMEK  VA UA  AIYAR  (S'mWon/  to  Gap eminent): 

'  (R,  <2)  and  (3)  (loveroinent  have  received  no  report  in  the 
matter  either  from  the  i  >ivisiona.l  b’oivst  Officer  or  the  Conservator 
■or  forests. 

(4)  Tho  Conservator  of  forests  says  that  no  ease  of  elephant, 
shooting  by  the  rogi  i.ered  holders  of  lands  lying  alongside  the  Hit'll 
Range  roswl  or  by  their  servants  has  been  reported. 

M film'll  I'l.i-ttniiiuiliiiii  ij'  Itiihliiii  O/Jitu'rs. 

175.  "Mb.  M.  It.  MADUAVA  VAlUAlt  ( Ohmtja-mmr  enm  Pattu- 
vamtitla)  ;  (ff)  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  state  whether 
any  particular  person  is  appointed  or  asked  to  ascertain  the  physical  ft. 
•ness  and  .other  qualifications  of  retiring  officers  ? 

(h  )  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  state  whether  officers 
are:  examined  by  a- Medical  Board  before  they  are  asked  to  retire  or  - 
their  service  is  extended  7 

Mb.  K..  GEORGE  (Fimneial  Secretary  to  Government) :  ■ 

(a)  and  (A)  In  cases  where  officers  retire  voluntarily  after  25  yews 
of  service  or  are  retired  after  attaining  55  years  of  age,  no  opinion  is  ie- 
,  quired  or  taken  in  regard  to  their  physical  fitness  for  further  service  or 
efficiency.  When,  however,  officers  apply  for  invalid  pension,  medical 
opinion  is  obtained  in  regard  to  their  physical  fitness.  The  rules  regard¬ 
ing  the  conduct  of  medical  examination  in  such  cases  are  contained  in 
Articles  290,  330  f.  and  330  k  of  the  Service  Regulations.  The  service 
of  officers  who  have  attained  55  years- is  not  extended  unless  the'  sanc¬ 
tioning  authority  satisfies  itself  that  the  officers  concerned  are  physically 
and  mentally  quite  fit  to’ discharge  their  duties. 

Mr.  M.  11.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Chnu/amuir  cmn  Patterns - 
titta)  :  With  respect  to  the  latter  portion  of  the  answer,  may  I  know 
whether  the  sanctioning  authority  satisfies  itself  that  officers  are 
physically  fit  to  discharge  their  duties  by  medical  examination  ? 

Mr,  K.  'GEORGE .  {Financial  Secretary  to  Gormniwnt);..  No,  not 
.  by  medical  examination. 

Mr.  M.  It.  MADHAVA  VAKIAlt  {Chmgammr  emn  Pattawim- 
titta) :  Then,  how  do  they  know  they  are  physically fit  ? 

.  Mr.  K.  GEORGE  {Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  Because 
/  the  officers  under  whom  they  work  can-  see  personally  whether  they  aie 
physically  fit  or  not. 

,  1$ seise  Committee.. 

I;,1;  176.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Vrivaiidrum)  :  Will  the  Government 

'pleased  to  state  the:  reasons  why-,  they  did  not  allow  the  /Council 
|;-  itQ,etect  the  non-official  members  to  fire  Excise  Committee  as  was- done 
jj!  '  :with  regard  to  other  ^committees?  . 
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Me.  S.  PARAMESVAEA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Gosernmmi)  ' 
The  appointment  of  members  to  committees  is  usually  made  by  th  e 
Government  on  their  own  initiative,  and  sometimes  on 'the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  other  bodies.  In  the  case  of  the  Excise  Committee,  the  first 
course  was  adopted. 

Mb.  M,  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Was  there  any  particular 
reason  in  taking  the  course  adopted  by  the  Government  ? 

Mb.  S,  PARAMESVAEA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
No, 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum)  :  Then,  what  was  the  parti¬ 
cular  reason  for  adopting  this  course  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVAEA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government) : 

Two  courses  were  open  to  the  Government,  and  one  of  the  courses 
was  adopted.  There  was  no  particular  reason  why  the  other  course 
was  not  adopted. 

Claims  of  Mr.  B.  Gopala  Menon  for  Assistant  Head  Sirkar 
Vakil’ s  Place.  .  ■ 

177.  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  {a)  Will  the  Govern¬ 

ment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  Mr.  R.  Gopala  Menon,  Sirkar . 
Vakil,  Parur,  was  an  applicant  for  the  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s 
place  vacated  by  Mr.  Bhaskara  Menon  ?  If  so,  why  were  his  claims 
overlooked  in  filling  this  vacancy  ? 

(&)  How  many  years’  service  has  Mr,  Gopala  Menon  put  in  ?  ■, 
What  is  his  present  pay  ? 

(c)  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  Mr.  T.  R.  Raghunatha  Aiyangar  acted 
only  for  a  short  period  as  District  Court  Sirkar  Vakil  on  Rs.  150  -when 
Mr.  Gopala  Menon  was  drawing  Rs.  250  as  permanent  Sirkar  Vakil  for 
several  years  ? 

{.d)  Is  it  a  fact  that,  when  the  question  of  filling  the  vacancy  of 
the  Assistant  Head  Sirkar- Vakil  was  taken  up,  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil, 
who  was  on  leave,  was  consulted,  and  he  declared  that  Mr.  R.  Gopala 
Menon  was  unfit  for  the  vacant  place  ? 

(e)  Has  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  declared  the  inefficiency,  if  any, 
of  Mr,  E.  Gopala  Menon  on  any  previous  occasion  ? 

if)  .  Has  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  ever  revised  any  written  state¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  R.  Gopala  Menon.  in  Sirkar  cases,  and,  if  so,  in  which  , 
oases?... 

(g)  Will  the  .  Government  be  pleased  .to  state  whether  the 
person  recently  appointed  as  an  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  is  a  Tra- 
vancorean,  and  whether  there  were  not  non-Brahmin  Travancoreau  . 
applicants  for  the  place  ? 

{h)  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  Mr.  R.  Gopala  Menon,  Sirkar  Vakil, 
ftour,  is  senior  to  Mr.  A.  Venkata  Row,  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  V 

Mb,  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  -. 

(a)  Mr.  Gopala  Menon  was  an  applicant  for  th#  place  and  his 
ttse  was  duly  considered  in  filling  the  vacancy,  - 
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(6)  Mr.  Gopala.  Meuon  has  put  in  17  years’  service,  of  whio| 
his'  service  as  Sirkai-  Vakil  is  about  U  years.  His  present  pay  h 
Rs.  250. 

(c)  Me.  Baghnnatha  Aiyangar  acted  as  Sirkar  Vakil  on  Bs.  250  : 
per  mensem  for  over  a  month  from  Karkatakam,  1096,  Mr.  <3ropala 
LVTenou  was  drawing  Its.  250  for  oyer  a  year  previous  to  that  date,  ' 

(it)  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Baghnnatha  Aiyangar  was  made  iu 
consultation  will)  the  permanent  Head  Sirkar  'Vakil  then  on  leave. 

(e)  Government  have  no  information.  y  . 

(J)  All  the  written  statements  of  Mr-  Gopala  Menon  are  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  revised  by  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil. 

Of)  hies.  _  .  r 

(7<)  Mr,  Gopala  Menon  is  senior  to  Mr.  Venkata  Kow/as.  Sirkar 

Vakil. 

.Mb.  M.  N.  PiLLAI  (1'rivmJrtm) :  The  answer  to  question  (c) 
is  that  Mr.  Raghunatha  Aiyangar  acted  as  Sirkar  Vakil,  on  Bs.  25.0  per 
mensem  for  oyer  a  month.  I  would  like  to  know,  in  the  circumstances, 
why  Mr.  Gppala  : Menon,  who  was  drawing  Its.  250  for .  over  ayear 
previous  to  Mr.  Baghnnatha  .  Aiyangar  acting  as.  a  Sirkar  Valdr  for  a 
month  on  Bs.  250,  was  not  appointed.  .What  was  the  objection'  to.  the, 

appointment  of  Mr.  Gopala  Menon '7 

Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (CfrieJ  'Secretary  to  Government^. 

There  is  no  difference  between  the  two  .appointments  so'  far  as 
their  status  is  concerned.  . 

;  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( frivanJru’H )  :  What  I  want---- 

PRESIDENT:  Please  hear  him  through.  .You  haye,  not  heard 
what  he  has  got  to  say. 

:  Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to;  Go.rernnient): 
The  position  of  an  .  Assistant  Sirkar  Vakil  is  exactly  the.,  same  : as 
that  of  a  District  Court  Sirkar  Vakil,;  Themaximum  pay  is  the  same  in 
both  cases.  We  have  to  post  Sirkar;  Vakils  according,  to  the 
exigencies  of  service.  .Mr  .  Gopaia  Menon  was  permanently 'employed, 
at  Parin’.  ;  . 

Mb.  M;  N.  PILLAI  (2’rivanclrii,my: ' . -Btit'  Mc.:  Gopala.  Menon  is 
already  a  permanent  Sirkar  Vakil,  and  when  he  applied  for  the  place 
of  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakil,  what  necessitated  the  Government's  ap¬ 
pointing  ALv  Ra^^^  to  that  particular  place?" 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chif  Secretary  to  Gorermimt); 
Mr.  Gopala  Menon  was  attached  to  the  District ' . Court,  Parur.  His 

■  status  being  the  same,  .there  was.no.  necessity,  for  transferring  hini, 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  Mr  Gopala  Menon  was  at- 
tached  to  the  Parur  District  Court:  but  Mr...  Raghunaiha  Aiyangar 
wa$  hot  attached  to  any  '  ^District  Court.  I  want  to  know  why 'Air.  Go- 
ptoa  Aleno’h  was  not  taken  m  though  ho  had  applied  for  the  place, 
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Mr  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
Because  the  appointment  was  temporary,  and  it  was  thought  un¬ 
desirable  to  transfer  Mr.  Gopala  Menon  from  Parur  to  Trivandrum  in 
the  temporary  vacancy. 

•  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAJ.  (Trivandrum) Will  the  Government  be. 
pleased  to  state  whether  Mr.  Baghunatha  Aiyangar  is  a  born  subject  of 
His  Highness  the  Maha  Eaja  ? 

PRESIDENT:  It  does  not  arise  from  that,  There  is  another 
interpellation  with  regard  to  that. 

•  .Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  It  arises  out  of  part  (g). 
In  answer  to  that  question,  I  want  to  know  whether  Mr.  Baghunatha 
Aiyangar  is  a  born  subject  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Eaja. 

Ms.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-.  May 
I  know  the  question  ?. 

.  PRESIDENT :  He  wants  to  know  whether  Mr.  Raghunatha 
Aiyangar  is  a  born  subject  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja. 

Mr.  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  io  Government )  :  He 
is  a  domiciled  subject  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja. 

MR.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  If  he  is  a  domiciled  subject, 
how  do  the  Government  know  that  he  does  not  desire  to  go  back  to  his 
native  place?  (Laughter.)  I  want  to  get  an  answer  to  that. 

PRESIDENT:  I  am  afraid  you  have  to  ask  Mr.  Raghunatha 
Aiyangar  whether  he  intends  to  stay  here  or  not. 

Mb,  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  i-  I  do  not  get  an  answer  from. 
'  the  Chief  Secretary. 

PRESIDENT:  Ido  not  think  your  question  is  capable  of being 
answered  by  him. 

Coupes  sold  in  1098. 

;  178.  Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alaiigacl  cum  Parur) :  Will" 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(1)  the  number  and  names  of  coupes  sold  during  1098  it.  E.  and 
the  objects  with  Which  they  Were  sold; 

(2)  the  number  and  names  of  such  coupes  which  have  served  the 
objects  with  which  they  were  sold,  and  the  number  which  have  not  so 
served,  with  reasons,  in  each  case  ?  . 

.  .  Mb,  S.  PABAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  io  Government)  : 

(1)  The  following  statement  gives'  the  information  required  by 
the  member: — 

(i)  Central  Division--— Kadiyar  coupe,  Por  the  extensionof  teak 
plantations, 

•  :  .  (iil  Shencottah Division  Edapalahi  coupe,-  Aryankavd.  Eorthe 

extension  of  teak  plantations,  ■  :'T- 
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Ciii)  Shencottah  Division— Coppice  coupe  No.  8  at  lilkonamin 
the  Puliyara  Deserve.  To  meet  the  demand  for  fuel  in  Shencottah. 

(iv)  Southern  Division  Fuel  coupe  No.  IX  of  Tadikkarankonam 
Fuel  Working  Circle.  To  meet  the  demand  for  fuel  in  Nagercoiland. 
adjoining  towns,  as  per  sanctioned  working  plan. 

(v)  Southern  Division — Fuel  coupes  Nos.  1  to  I  in  tho  Necfe 
raangad.  Eange.  To  remove  the  tree  growth  prior  to  the  registry  of 
the  land  by  the  Revenue  Department. 

(vi)  Southern  Division  Coupe  of  ’20i‘i7  acres  in  the  Kotanallur 
pakulhi.  To  remove  the  tree  growth,  prior  to  tho  registry  of  the  land 
by  the  Revenue  Department. 

(vii)  Southern  Division — Coupe,  No.  1  in  U/hamalakkal 

To  remove  the  tree  growth  prior  to  the  registry  of  the  land  by  the 
Revenue  Department. 

(viii)  Quilou  Division- -Coupe  of  40  acres  of  land  in  the  Anohal 
palcutki.  To  remove  the  tvocrgrowth  prior  to  the  registry  of  the  .land 
by  the  Revenue  Department. 

(2)  All  the  coupes  sold  have  served  the  objects;  with  whiejt'  .6%.; 
were  sold. 

Mb.  A  GOVINDA.  M'ENON  (.llangtfl  cum  Panir):  May, I. 
know  whether  all  tho  coupos  sold  have  served  the  objects  for; wMe)i ' 
they  were  sold  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  The  answer  is  already  there. 

Communal  Hcprc satiation  in  (he  Ser'ricc . 

179.  Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ghnngcinnur  cum  Fatton/tote ' 
litta)  :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  hate 
accepted  the  principle  of  communal  representation  in  the  matter  of 
recruitment  to  the  service  ? 

(b)  Have  they  fixed  any  proportion  of  appointments  to .  be 
allowed  to  the  various  communities  ? 

(r)  Have  they  allowed  tho  High  Court  to  recruit  Munsiffa  ap.il 
Judges  from  the  Bar  on  a  communal  basis? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary ,  to  Government:'. 

(a)  Government  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  statement  mads 
by  the  Dowan  in  reply  to  the  representation  No.  148  made  at  the  Sri 
Mulam  Popular  Assembly  last  year. 

(b)  No. 

.(e)  No. 

Mr.  P.  N.  Madhavan's  Case. 

180..  Mb.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghmtgannw  cum  Pattan&w 
titta) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state ; 
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(a)  whether  they  have  prohibited  the  entry  of  certain  classes  of 
people  within  the  Fort  during  the  Murajapam  ceremony,  and,  if  so, 
what  the  classes  so  excluded  are  ; 

(//)  whether  public  ciiteherry  was  held  in  the  Fort,  during  .that 
period  ;  and 

io)  whether.  Vakil  Mr.  P.  N.  Madhavan  was  turned  out  frqm  the 
court  of  the  Dewan  Peishkar  and  District  Magistrate  because  of  hia 
unapproachability  V 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI-  (Chief  Secretary,  to  Government) : 
(«)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(h)  Yes. 

(r)  No. 

Me.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ckengaimnr  cum  Pattamm - 
tit  to)  :  May  I  know  whether  all  classes  of  His  Highness’  subjects 
were  allowed  to  enter  the  Fort  during  the  Murajapatn  ceremony  ? 

MR.  R.-  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  ; 
Sir,  T  wish  to  know  whether  this  is  a  supplementary  question. 

Me.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chcngannvr  cum  Pattanam- 
iitta ):  It  arises  out  of  part  (a). 

PRESIDENT :  The  answer  has  been  furnished  already. 

M.R.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  Have  the  Government  issued  any  prohibiting  order 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government }  : 
The  answer  is  in'  the  negative. 

M,E.  M.  R.  MADHAyA’i-VARIAR..  iOhengamn?  cum  . Patlunam- 
titta ) :  I  asked  the  question  to  get  an  answer  in  the  affirmative  as  to 
whether  all  classes  of  His  -  Highness’  subjects  were  allowed  to  enter, 
the  Fort  during  the  Murajapom  ceremony. . 

■  Mb.  R  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  AIL 

those  who  used  to  enter  the'Fort  before  the  Murajapam.  ceremony  can 
enter  during  the  Murajapam  ceremony  also.  ■ 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghtngannur  ciuu  Pattamm * 
iitta)  With  regard  to  part  (e),  may  I  know  whether  Mr.  Madhavan 
was  turned  out  from  the  court  for  any  reason  whatever  %  . 

■  Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
That  does  not  arise  from  the  question. 

Mr.  M,  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Chenyammr  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  :  I  wish  to  know  whether  Mr.  Madhavan-  was  turned  out  from  the 
Court:  for  any  reason  whatever. 

Mr.  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  ’■ 
He  was  not  asked  to  go  away  from  any  court. 

,■ ; R.  MADHVA  VARIAR.  (Ohmgipmur  Gnm :  .PaitamM- 
fiffa);  Erom: the  office  of  the  Dewan Peishkar  ?  •  . 
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[Mr  B.  Krishna  Pillai.] 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Okie ■/  Secretary  to  Government)  ; 
Nor  from  the  office  of  the  Dewan  Peishkav. 

Me.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ohriigannur  cum  Pattanam- 
tUta )  :  Are  the  Government  aware  whether  he  attended  the  court  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (.Okie/  Secretary  to  Government) ; 
The.  Dewan  Peishkar  did  not  hold  any  court  at  all. 

Mu.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ghengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)  :  The  answer  to  part  (b)  is  “Yes,”  I  wanted  to  know  whe¬ 
ther  public  cutcherry  was  held  in  the  Port  and  tin;  answer  was  “Yes”. 
Are  the  Government  aware  that  Mir,  Madha van  attended  the  cutcherry  ? 

Mb.  R..  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  ..  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
No. 

PRESIDENT:  Part  ( b )  is  whether  public  cutcherry  was  held  in 
the  Fort,  and  the  answer  is  “Yes”. 

Mb.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pattamm- 
litta):  In  continuation  of  that  answer,  I  ask  the  question  whether 
Mr.  Madhavan  attended  the  cutcherry  of  the  Dewan  Peishkar  held 
in  the  Port  during  the  Murajapam  ceremony. 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) :  No- 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta)'.  I  thought  that  he  was  not  turned  out  because  of  his  unapproach- 
ability.  So,  I  asked  the  question  whether  he  was  turned  out  for 
any  reason  whatever. 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) :  He 

asked  to  leave  the  building  which  he  entered. 

MB.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ghengannur  culm  Pattanam- 
titta)-.  'Why? 

MB.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) 
Because  the  Peishkar  was  doing  no  office  work,  He  was  doing 
Murajapam  work, 

-  ■  .  Prohibition  of  Entry  of  Certain  Glasses  into  the  Port 
(luring  Murajapain. 

181.  Mb.  N.  KUMAKAN  (Nominated)'.,  (a)  Will  the  Govern'" 
ment  be  pleased  to  Say  whether  any  order  has  been  issued  prohibiting 
any  class  or  classes  of  people  from  entering  the  Port  at  Trivandrum 
during  the  Murajapam  ceremony  ?  . 

(5)  If  the  answer  is  in  the '  affirmative,  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  place  a  copy  of  such  order  on  the  table  and  also  to  say  under 
what  provision  of  law  the  said  order  has  been,  issued  ? 

Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI"  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)', 
(a)  The  member  is  referred  ito  the  answer  to  part ’(«)  °f  question 
No,  180. 

,  -  (6)  The  question  does  not  arise.  . 
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Mr.  P.  N.  Madhavan’s  Case. 

182,  Mr.  K.  PARAME8VABAN  PILLAI  ( Timmila ) :  (a)  Are 
the  Government  aware  that  Mr.  P,  N.  Madhavan,  a  vakil  of  the  District 
Court  of  Trivandrum,  who  went  to  present  an  appeal  to  the  Dewan 
Peishkar  of  Trivandrum,  was  asked  to  go  out  by  the  Peishkar  ? 

(i)  Have  the  Government  received  the  resolutions  passed  at  a 
public  meeting  held  in  the  local  L,.W.  8.  Hall  to  protest  against  this 
action  of  the  Dewan  Peishkar  ? 

(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  have 
taken  any  action  in  the  matter ? 

;  (d)  If  not,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  action, 
if  any,  they  propose  to  take?  .  . 

Mu.  B.  ERI8HNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) :  - 
(«)  Yes.  ’ 

(t)  Yes,  • 

(«)  The  Peishkar  has  been  informed  that,  on  occasions  of  his  in¬ 
ability  to  attend  his  office  in  the  usual  course,  lie  should  leave  instruc¬ 
tions  at  his  office  that  parties  and  vakils  should  transact  business,  if  any, 
with  his  assistant,  as  he  is  himself  not  available. 

(d)  The  question  does  not -arise,  in  View  of  the  answer  to 

part  (o).  .  -  ■ 

Authority  of  District  Magistrate  to  prohibit  Ehitrtfof 'Certain- 
•  Classes  into  the  Fort-  .  . 

183.  '  Mr.  N.  KOMARAN ;  (Nominated) : ;  (a)  Was ,  not  the  District 

Magistrate ‘and  Dewan.  Peishkar  orTrivahdrum  holding  li  is  court;  as  : 
usual,  within  the  Port  after  the  commencement  of  the  Murajapam 
ceremony?  - 

;  (&y  Was  he  authorised  by  the  Government  to  prohibit  from  en¬ 
tering  his  court  any  party  of  any  caste  or  creed  who  might  attend  that 
court  for  the  lawful  transaction’  of  any  business? 

{<■■)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  say  whether  any  provi- 
siopas  of  the  Limitation  Regulation,  Criminal  Procedure  Code  or  Buies 
passed  by  the  High  Court,  under  the  authority  vested  in  them  by  law, 
have  been  abrogated  for  the  time  being,  for  the.  convenience  of  .the  said 
officer  ?  .  . .  .  •  ■  ■  - . 

.  Mn.  K.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {iPhief  Secretary  io  Government:)  ;, 
h;)  The  District. Magistrate  of  Trivandrum  was  hot  1  holding  his 
court  anywhere  during  the  first  week  of  Murajapam.'  Information  has 
been  called  for  as  -to  whether  he  was  holding  his  -cotilty  and,  if  so,  where, 
during  the  subsequent  .weeks.  \  -  .  j- 

::  ’"(h)  Bo.  '' 

(c)  No.  . 

.  Mr,  N.  EUMABAN  (Nominated) : .  May.  I  know  how  the  duties  of 
-the  (District-':  Magistrate  werey- perf owned. -.  during  the  -first  week  of 
Murajapam?  '  vAiyl 
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Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILL  AT  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
He  was  not  holding  any  court  during  Murajapam. 

Mh.  N.  KUMARAN  ( Nominated )  :  I  do  not  refer  to  court. 

Mb,  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (.Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  He 
might  have  been  doing  his  work  as  District  Magistrate  elsewhere. 

Mr.  P.  N.  Madhavan’ s  Case. 

184,  Mr.  N,  KUMARAN  ( Nominated ) :  (a)  Are  the  Govern¬ 

ment  aware  that  Mr.  P.  N.  Madhavan,  b.  a.,  b.  l.,  who  appeared  as  a 
pleader  before  the  Dewan  Peishkar,  Trivandrum,  on  the  7th  Vris? 
chikam,  1099,  for  presenting  an  appeal  petition  which,  was  about  to  be¬ 
come  time-barred,  was  not  permitted  to  “  act  and  plead  ”  for  his  client 
and  was  ordered  to  leave  the  court  immediately  ? 

( h )  Have  not  the  Government  received  copies  of  proceedings  of 
public  meetings  held  at  various  places,  protesting  against  this  conduct 
of  the  District  Magistrate  of  Trivandrum  ? 

(<;)  In  view  of  the  violation  of  the’eivic  rights  of  a  citinen,  and  in 
view  of  the  public  protest  entered  in  respect  of  this  matter,  will  the 
.  Government  be  pleased  to  institute  an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
officer  concerned  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(а)  Mr.  P.  N.  Madhavan,  who  went  to  the  Utsava  Madam  build¬ 
ing  to  see  the  Dewan  Peishkar  who  was  there  on  Murajapam  duty,  was 
requested,  to  leave  the  place.  The  Dewan  Peishkar  was  not  holding 
court  then. 

(б)  Government  have  received  resolutions  passed  at  some  meet¬ 
ings. 

(c)  The  question  does  not  arise  in  the  light  of  the  answer  to 
part  (a). 

Mr.  N.  KUMARAN  ( Nominated ) :  May  I  know  for  what  purpose 
Mr.  Madhavan  went  and  saw  the  District  Magistrate  that  day  7 

Mr.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) ;  The 
answer  is  in  the  question  itself — for  presenting  an  appeal  petition. 

Mr.  N.  KUMABAN  (Nominated)  :  •  If  that  is  so,  was  he  directed 
by  the  District  Magistrate  to  go  to  some  other  officer  to  seek  his  remedy? 

.  '  Mr.  R.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  :  No, 
he  was  not  directed. 

Mr.  N.  KUMARAN  (Nominated)  :  If  he  was  not  directed  like  that, 
how  was  he  to  obtain  his  redress  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  He 
would  have  to. go  tp  the  Division  Assistant’s  office  or  to  the  T&hsildar’s 
office, 
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Me.  N.  KUMARAN  ( Nominated)* :  Was  any  instruction  issued,  at 
the  time  the  District  Magistrate  was  not  holding  court  during  the 
Murajapam  as  to  what  the  parties  seeking  redress  should  do  V 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief- Secretary  to  Government);  No 
instructions  were  issued. 

Representation  of  Labour  in  Popular  Bodies.  „ 

185.  Mb.  N.  KUMARAN  ( Nominated )  ;  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  what  arrangement  there  is  to  represent  the  interests 
of  labour  in  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly,  the  Legislative  Council 
and  the  Economic  Development  Board  ’> . 

(£>)  If  there  is  no  arrangement,  will  the  Government  take  early 
steps  to  give  labour  adequate  representation  in  the  institutions  men¬ 
tioned  above  ? 

Mr.  S,  PARAMESV&RA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government); 

(a)  There  is  no  special  arrangement. 

( b )  Labour  is  now  represented  on  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular 
Assembly  and  the  Legislative  Council.  The.  question  of  providing  for 
the  representation  of  labour  on  the  Economic  Development  Board  will 
be  considered,  when  the  term  ,  of  the  present  Board  expires. 

Mr.  N- KUMARAN  (Nominated);  May.  I  know  who  represent 
labour  in  the  Popular  Assembly  and  in  this  Council  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 
What  is  meant  is  that  there  are  members  in  the  Council  and  in  the  Sri 
Mulam  Popular  Assembly  belonging  to  classes  from  which  a  large 
volume  of  labour  is  recruited  in  the  country  and  that  is  why  it  is  said  m 
part  (a)  that  there  is  no  special  arrangement  for  .  the  representation  of 
labour.  • 

Council  Chamber. 

186.  Mb.  T.  K.'  .'VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Neduimngdd) : , 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to ‘state  : 

(a)  whether  they  are  aware  of  the  inconvenience  felt  by  the 

public  in  the  use  of  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall,  Trivandrum,  on'i 
account  of  the  meetings  .of  the  Legislative  Council  being  held  in  that, 
hall;  :  ■  g  ;-P 

(b)  whether  there,  is  any  room  attached  to  the  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil  Library  where,  the  members  may  repair  for  study  ;  f 

■(c)  whether  . the  Government  are  aware  of  the  difficulties  experi¬ 
enced  by  the  members  of  the  Council  foi’  want  of  suitable  accommoda¬ 
tion  during  their  stay  in  Trivandrum  when  the 'Council  'is  ih  session  ; 
and  ■  . :  P. Y 

■■'(d)  whether  they  propose  the  construction  of  a  Council  Chamber 
and  Library  with 'temporary  lodgings  for  the -members  within  easy  ac¬ 
cess  of  the  Chamber  during  .passion  V  ’./.Y'y 


GS2  TRAYANflOBK  MGTSbAl'IVF;  COUNOIT,.  [19TH  JANUARY  1924. 

[Mr.  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar.'J 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  No  case  of  inconvenience  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Government. 

(b)  No. 

(c)  Yes. 

(d)  The  proposal  involves  a  large  expenditure  and  has  therefore 
to  lie  overi 

Promotion  to  Mr.  Vitclm  Aiyanijar,  Teacher. 

187.  Mb.  T.  M.  <TII1>AMIJARATAN  U  IMIjIiAI  ( Kalkulam  cum 
Tomla)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  reasons  for 
the  promotion  of  Mr.  T.  H.  Pitchu  Aiyangar,  n.  a.,  l.  t.,  teacher, 
English  High  School,  Kottar,  to  the  first  grade  on  the  1  st  Makaram,  1090, 
though  he  joined  service  only  on  the  28th  Karkatakoin.T  088 ? 

Mtt.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Hcerdary  to  Government) :  Dr. ' 
Bishop  and  Mr.  Pryde  recommended  him  to  the  first  grade  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  his  special  merit. 

Bcvcnue  from  Import*. 

188.  Mr.  T.  KUMARAPILLAI  (KmnU  cam  Vilavankody.  With 
reference  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  Jo  asked  on  the  18th  Tulam, 
1099,  will  the  Government  be’  pleased  to  state  the  value,  of  the  dutiable 
goods  imported  through  the  seaports  from  Qnilon  to  Munambam  in 
each  of  the  years  from  1094  to  1097  (inclusive)  !’ 

Mb.  S.  [PARAMESVARA  A  IYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ): 

Year a.  Value  of  dutiable  i/oods  imported. 

Rs. 

r;  ■  1094  ...  4,02,780 

1095  ...  44,814 

1096  ...  4,44,447 

1097  ...  1,81,037’ 

Mr.  Van  Boss’s  Inspection  Work  in  Devicolam  Excise  Division. 

189.  Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavanlcod) :  (a)  Did 
the  Excise  Commissioner  go  to  the  Devicolam  Excise  Division  on 
circuit  in  1098  ? 

(6)  If  so,  when  did  he  leave  Trivandrum  and  when  did  he  return 
to  Trivandrum  on  each  occasion  ? 

(c)  What  offices  did  he  inspect  on  his  way  to  Devicolam,  during 
his  stay  there,  and  on  his  return  journey,  and  what  was  the  date  :of 
inspection  in  each  case  ? 

(d)  Were  any  defects  discovered  in  these  inspections,  and,  if  so, 

what  was  their  nature  ?  ■  . 

(e)  What  is  the  amount  received  as  travelling  allowance  on 
account  of  these  journeys  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government )‘ 
(a)  Yes. 
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(6)  He  left  Trivandrum  on  circuit  to  Devicolam  on  the  11th 
Medam,  1098,  and  returned  to  Trivandrum  on  the  22nd  Medam,  1098. 

(c)  No  office  was  inspected  by  him  daring  the  forward  and  re¬ 
turn  journeys,  but  enquiries  were  made  and  necessary  instructions  issued 
bv  him  to  his  officers,  regarding  the  suppression  of  malpractices  and 
prompt  collection  of  revenue.  During  his  stay  in  the  Devicolam  Divi¬ 
sion  Karinkulam  chowkey  was  inspected  by  him  on  the  14th  Medam, 
1098  Chinnav  chowkey  on  the  15th,  the  Assistant  Excise  Commis- 
sioner’s  office,  Devicolam,  on  the  17th,  Chinnakanal  distillery  on  the 
18t.h,  and  the  Northern  Range  office  on  the  19th. 

(d)  There  were  certain  minor  defects  noticed  during  the  inspec. 
tion  and  necessary  instructions  were  issued  for  rectifying  them. 

(c)  The  amount  of  travelling  allowance  drawn  by  him  on 
account  of  his  journey  to  Devicolam  and  hack  was  Rs.  317-19-12. 

Mb.  T.  KTJMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) :  a®<s><5>$cry 
\aSo5iemh  ttsafUage  <i ,  .0««hcrnai:&nao  a\«Homai$ 

dM0  t^oxilcrvcftco  OL-UDltsooacOnJlilsiejmn  ojewro.  ^  a®omo(o6 
cuasoial  oicmoAl^riikco  mwmiauflfij  a®g^>sanje$§ 
o_!ocqjcno.  mrara’oaoTlwsojnjORnd’?  ffli9aJWy<&Oo  aJ®1eooo 
oSl^lg, ^3371(06  £07^1,0000X1.00210(0505 

0001105  OJ^}OShO°? 

Mb.  S.  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAB  (Secretary  to  Government, ): 
There  is  no  definite  information.  It  will  be  called  for. 


Inspection  Work  of  the  Excise  Gommis 

■  190.  Mu.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  ( No- 


tier  in  Devicd'am  Dim  sio 
Kited)  :  ,  Will  the  Gove: 


ment  be  pleased  to  (state,  the  number  of  times  the  present  Excise 

Commissioner  went  on  inspection  of  chowkeys  and  other  institutions  m 

the  Devicolam  Division,  the  defects  he  found  in  the  working  of  those 
institutions;  the  remedies  he  suggested  for  correcting  such  defects  and 
the  proposals  he  submitted  to  the  Government  for  improving  thp 
customs  receipts  from  those  institutions;  the  number  of  days  he  was 
out  on  circuit  in  that  Division  ;  the  time  spent  in.  the  inspection  of  each 
institution  ;  and  the  amount  he  drew  as  travelling  allowance  on  'each  , 
such  occasion?  ... 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAB  {Secretary  to  Government):. 
The  present  Excise  Commissioner  has  visited  the  ■  Detioolam. 
only  once  till  now,  and  tbat  was  in  Medam,  1098.  In  reSaI  °N  „ 
maimng’points,  the  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  question 

Mb  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) : :  Are  the  Government 
aware  that  this  was  the  first  time  that  an  Excise  .  Commissioner  yisite 

Devicolam  after  the  organisation  of  the  department  ?:  .  ; 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAB  (Secretary  to  Government): 
Government  have  no  information. 
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Me!  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nominated)  :  Will  t.he  Government  be 
pleased  to  say  how  many  Customs  Houses  there  are  in  Devicolam? 

’PRESIDENT  :  That  does  not  arise  out  of  the  question  and  the 
answer. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated ):  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  for  how  many  days  theExcise  Commissioner  was  engaged 
in  his  journey  to  Devicolam  and  how  many  days  in  his  journey  back 
from.  Devicolam  to  Trivandrum  ? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government):  It 
is  stated  in  the  answer  to  the  previous  question  that  “he  left  Trivandrum 
on  circuit  to  Devicolam  on  the  11th  Meclam,  1098  and  returned  to 
Trivandrum  on  the  2'2nd  Medam,  1098.” 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  {Nominated)  :  How  many  days  did,  he 
take  to  go  up  to  Devicolam  and  how  many  days  to  come  back  V 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government): 
He  reached  Munnar  on  the  13th  Medam. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nominated)  :  My  question  is,  how  many 
days  he  took  to  go  up  to  Devicolam.  '  , 

Mn.  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government): 
He  started  from  Trivandrum,  as  the  answer  to  the  question  will  show, 
on  the  11th  Medamftind  reached  Munnar  on‘ the  13th. 

Me,  A.  HOOGEWEEF  {Nominated) :  I  want  the  total  number  of 
days. 

PRESIDENT:  He  started  on  the  1 1th  and  reached  on  the  13th. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  {No ■ninated) :  How  many  days’  halt  was 
made  at  Devicolam  ? 

Ms,  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government)': 
Seven  days.  , 

:  Mr.: A.  HOOGEWEEF  {Nominated):  He  had  been  inspecting 
certain  places.  How  many  days  did  he  spend  in  each  of  these  places'? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government): 
He  spent  seven  days  altogether,  and  he  was  visiting  several  places  in  the 
interval. 

,  .  Me.,  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nominated) :  It  is  said  that  he  made 
enquiries.  I  want  to  know  how  many  days  he  spent  in  each  of  these 
places  and  of  whom  lie  made  those  enquiries. 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  No  Government 
The  answer  is  contained  in  the  answer,  to  part  (c)  of  question  189.  . 

,  ME,;  A.  HOOGEWEEF  {Nominated)  :  I  want  to  know  to  whom 
the  enquiries  were  made  and.  what  the  instructions  issued  were.. 

Mr.'  .S  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Enquiries  were  made  of  the  officers  of  the  department. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated) :  What  time  did  he  take 
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in  inspecting  each  of  the  several  offices,  such  as  the  Customs  House, 
the  Range  Office,  etc.,  in  the  several  places  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

I  claim  notice. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nominated) :  Are  the  Government  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  work  clone  by  him  ? 

PRESIDENT :  It  docs  not  arise  hero. 

Mr.  A.  PIOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  Do  not  the  Government 
think  that  the  travelling  allowance  of  Rs.  8.1.7  is  too  high  for  the  work 
done'? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Gov  eminent) : 
No,  the  Government  do  not  think  so. 

Recovery  of  Loss  on  account  of  Re-auction  of  Toddy  Shops. 

191.  Mr.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavaidod )  : 

,  (a)  With  reference  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  59  asked  on  the 

21st  Karkatakam,  1098,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the 
amount  of  the  loss  hitherto  recovered  from  the  original  bidders  in  case 
of  re-auction  ? 

(b)  How  many  of  the  original  bidders  were  again  given  con¬ 
tracts  for  the  lesser  amounts  bid  on  re-auction  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government). 

(а)  A  sum  of  Rs.  6,805  Ohs. 4  cash  1  has  been  realised  on  account, 
of  arrears  and  loss  by  resale  from  the  original  purchasers  of  the  shops 
resold  in  1098. 

(б)  None. 

Trivandrum  Water-Supply  Scheme. 

192.  Mb.  A.  PIOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  in  what  stage  the  scheme  of  water-supply  to  Trivan¬ 
drum  is,  whether  there  is  any  prospect  of  giving  the  town  a  good 
supply  of  water,  and,  if  so,  when  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  -to  Government)',' 
The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  55  given  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  the  2nd  November,  1923. 

'  Removal  of  Nightmil. 

193.  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nominated)  :  Are  tho  Government 
aware  that  most  of  the  nightsoil  carts  used  in  Trivandrum  are  old  and 
unserviceable,  some  of  these  being  covered  with  gunny  bags  and  that, 
the  present  system  of  removal  of  nightsoil  is  most  unsatisfactory  ? 

Mr.  S,  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)-. 
The  answer  to  the  first  part,  of  the  question  is  in  the  negative.  A  few 
of  the  nightsoil  carts  are  reported  to  have  become .  old  and  unserviceable 
and  new  carts  have  been  got  down  to  replace  them.  It  is  stated  that 
no  nightsoil  cart  is  covered  with  gunny  bags.  Government  do  not  con¬ 
sider  that  the  present  arrangement  for  the  removal  of  nightsoil  is 
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Mk.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (.Nominated)  :  Have  Government  made 
enquiries  with  regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  question,  m,,  that 
most  of  the  nightsoil  carts  used  in  Trivandrum  are  old  and  unservice¬ 
able  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Sveretdry  to  Government) : 
Government  have  made  enquiries. 

Mr.  A.  PIOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Ti,  is  stated  that  no  night- 
soil  cart  is  covered  with  gunny  hags.  From  whom  did  Government  get 
that  information  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (See return  (n  Government): 
The  President  of  the  Municipality  has  informed  the  Government  that 
those  carts  are  not  covered  with  gunny  hags. 

Mr.  A,  HOOGEWERF  (No/ninatel)  :  Will  the,  Government  be 
pleased  to  make  enquiries  in  the  matter '! 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 
If  the  member  will  make  himself  responsible  for  that  statement, 
Government  will  make  the  necessary  enquiries  in  the  matter. 

Mr*A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nomintcd ):  Yob,  I  will  be  responsible  for 
that  statement. 

Mr.  S.  P ARAM.E SV AR A  AIYAR  (Seerelary  to  Government)  \ 
Government  will  then  enquire. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (No/MH-nled)  :  Are  the.  Government  aware 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  in  the  town  of  Trivandrum  in 
regard  to  the  way  in  which  nightsoil  is  removed  '> 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 
Government  are  not  aware. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleasod  to  make  enquiries  in  the  matter  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Searcher//  to  Government ): 
There  is  the  Municipality  which  is  in  charge  of  the  work.  Government 
are  not  aware  that  there  is  any  dissatisfaction- 
Interpellations. 

194.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated } :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  give  the  following  information  : 

(a)  the  total  number  of  questions  sent  up  by  the  members  at 
each  session  since  the  constitution  of  the  new  Council ; 

.  (b)  the  total  number  disallowed  ; 

(e)  the  total  number  answered  ;  and  , 

( d )  the  total  number  to  be  answered  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  :  A 
statement' ’containing. the  information  required  by.  the  member  is  laid 
on  the  table. 
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Adirapalli  Irrigation  Scheme, 

195.  MR.  A.  HOOGEWERP  ( Nominated ):  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  :  ' 

(a)  at  what  stage  the  Adirapalli  Irrigation  Scheme  stands  at 
present ;  and 

(h)  whether  they  have  any  intention  of  starting  the  scheme  in 
the  near  future  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief 'Secretary  to  Government)'. 

(a)  The  project  is  held  up  on  account  of  certain  objections  raised 
by  the  Cochin  Government. 

.  ( b )  No  definite  reply  can  be  given  now. 

Special  Officer  for  Hmvr  Records. 

196.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ):  (a)  Will  the  Govern¬ 

ment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  they  contemplate  get¬ 
ting  down  a  pensioned  officer  of  the  Madfas  Government  to  formulate 

proposals  for  the  preservation  and  destruction  of  the  Secretariat  records 
on  a  salary  of  .Us.  500  or  so  per  mensem  ? 

( h )  Are  they  contemplating  to  get  down  this  officer  on  account 
of  the  fact  that  the  present  officer  who  is  in  charge  of  the  records  is 
incompetent  to  set  matters  right,  and,  if  so,  how  it  is  that  he  is  retained 
there  V 

(c)-  If  an  officer  is  necessary  to  set  matters  right,  cannot  the  Govern¬ 
ment  find  a  competent  man  from  many  of  the  young  and  highly  quali¬ 
fied  and  competent  hands  now  in  the  Secretariat  who  may,  if  necessary, 
be  deputed  to  Madras  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  latest  system  of  file- 
keeping,  preservation  of  records,  etc.,  as  was  done  during  the  previous  , 
administration  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 

( a ),  (b)  and  (c)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  speech  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  Government  in  the  Council  at  its  meeting  on  the  16th 
January,  1924,  when  moving  for  a  supplementary  grant  under  Demand 
No.  VII. 

Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Account  Section. 

197.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated) :  Is  it  a  fact  that  tho 
officer  in  charge  of  the  Account  and  Records  Sections  makes  his  own 
recommendations  in  the  selection  of  hands  in  the  Secretariat  and  signs 
communications  to  subordinate  officers  in  the  name  of  the  Chief  Sec¬ 
retary  to  Government  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
The-  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  question  is  in  the  negative  and 
to  the  second  part,  in  the  affirmative. 

Temperance  Meeting  at  Sankhumukham. 

198.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  their  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  speeches 
made  and  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Ternperance  Conference  held  at 
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Sankhumukham  on  the  SOfcli  December  last  under  the  presidency  of 
M.  R.  Ry.  Dewan  Bahadur  A.  Govinda  Pillai  Avargal,  and,  if  so,  what 
action  has  been  taken  by  them  in  the  matter ' ? 

Mb.  8.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {S Wcrctary  to  Government)-, 
Copies  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  meeting  were  forwarded  to  the 
Government  by  the  President  and  they  have  been  referred  to  the 
Excise  Commissioner.  ■ 

'Revenue  Collection. 

■  199.  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nmniuuled )  :  With  reference  to  my 
question  regarding  thu  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  collection  work  done 
by  Tahsildars  and  the  answer  given  by  the  Government,  will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  any  report  has  since  been  received 
from  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  on  the  matter  and  what  action 
has  been  taken  thereon  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
The  report  called  for  from  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  has  been 
received  and  it  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government.. 

Mb-  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  When  was  the  report  re¬ 
ceived? 

Mn.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Gormment) : 
Three  weeks' ago. 

Prosecution  of  Grave  Offence*. 

200.  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nomiated ) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  the  number  of  times  the  District  Superintendents  of 
Police  and  the  Assistant  Superintendents  of  Police  have  attended  courts 
to  watch  the  prosecution  of  grave  offences  in  1098  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government):. 

.  A  statement*  furnishing  the  information  required  by  the  member  is  laid 
on  the  table. 

Work  of  the  Excise  Com  nittee. 

201.  Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated) :  Will  the  Government 

be  pleased  to  state:  , 

(a)  how  many  meetings  of  the  Excise  Committee  have  been  held ; 

(i)  what  progress  has  been  made ;  and 

(c)  whether  the  report  will  be  ready  in  Makaram  as  required  in 
the  G.O.?  '  1  ' 

Me.  S,  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR.  {Secretary  to  Government): 

(а)  Only  one  meeting  was  held  and  that  was  on  the  12th  Janm 
ary,  1924. 

(б)  and  (c)  Government  have  no  information.  . 
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Me.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated):  Have  the  Government 
made  enquiries  as  to  whether  the  committee  is  working  and  when  the 
report  will  be  submitted  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMES VARA .  AI i'AR  {Secretary  to  Gocerii-nenf) :  It 
is  too  early  to  make  an  enquiry.  When  the  answer  to  this  question 
was  being  prepared  it  was  said  that  the  committee  met  once.  Subse¬ 
quently  another  meeting  has  also  been  held. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated ):  When'!1 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Gounwmt) :  On 
the  15th  January. 
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Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  200. 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  clays  oil  which  the  District  Supcrin- 
tendents  and  Assistant'  Superintendents  attended  courts  in  1098. 

Magistrates'  Sessions 


.District  Superintendent,  Trivandrum 
Assistant  Superintendent,  .  Dp. 

Do.  Nagercoil 

District  Superintendent,  Quilon 
Assistant  Superintendent,  Do. 

Do.  Chengannur 

District.  Superintendent,  Kottayam 
Assistant  Superintendent,  Do. 
...  Do-  Peruropavur 


Courts. ... 
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RESOLUTIONS  ON  MATTERS  OF  GENERAL 
PUBLIC  INTEREST. 

Appointment  of  a  Committee  to  Enquire  into  the  Working  of  the 
Department  of  Ayurveda  - lOontimu'U). 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Aga-ttiM-ttmm) :  Sir,  I  have  been 
listening  carefully  to  the  arguments  advanced  on  both  sides  of  this 
House  for  and  against  the  resolution  now  unde)'  consideration  by  tbe 
House.  I  find  that  I  cannot  make  up  my  mind  to  support  this  resolu¬ 
tion  as  it  is  worded,  and  as  it  was  commented  upon  by  the  members  on 
this  side  of  the  House.  To  me  if  appears,  Sir,  that  asking  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  appoint  a  committee  to  enquire,  as  well,  into  the  charges  that 
have  been  alleged  against  the  officer  concerned,  would  amount  Ip 
arrogating  the  powers  of  the  Government.  The  matter  is  already  under 
enquiry  at  the  hands. of  the  Government.  I  therefore  think  that  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  appoint  a  committee  to  enquire  into  this  matter. 

Mu.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  Q'iruoalla) :  What  is  the 
matter  now  under  the  enquiry  of  the  Government  ? 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastiwavam ) :  The  irregularities; 
that  is  my  information. 

Mh.'k.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Timmlla ) :  Is  it  his  infor¬ 
mation  that  the  Government  are,  making  an  enquiry  into  the  matter? 

Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agasthoaram) :  Yes ;  that  my  inform¬ 
ation. 

As  rightly  observed  by  the  learned  Law-  Member,  Mr,  Subba  Aiyar, 
if  all  the  charges  alleged  against  the  officer  concerned  are  found  to  be 
•  true,  the  officer  will  be  duly  dealt  with  by  the  Government.  But, 
as  for  the  matter:  of  suggesting  measures  for  the  encouragement 
and  expansion  of  the  department,  I  am  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
members  of  this  House.  If  a  good  case  is  made  out  and  .if  it  is  possible 
that  such  a  thing  can  "be  -  done  by  a  committee  of  officials  and  non- 
officials,  of  course,  I  shall  gladly  support  such  a  motion. 

Mb,  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (.i  ’rtilwn  cum  JUthmantir); 
May  I  come  to  the  front,  Sir  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  .  Yes, 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  {Vaikam  cum  tiituwannr): 
Sir,  I  have  been  listening  with  interest  to  the  reply  made;  by  the 
official  member  in  answer  to  the  statements  made  by  mo  in  moving  the 
resolution.  I  was  not  surprised  to  find  that  there’  was  absolutely  no 
explanation  for  the  several  allegations  made  by.  me  as  1  was  sure  that  the 
position  I  had  taken  up  was  unassailable.  Of  one  thing  I  can  assure  the 
Chief  Secretary,  if  any  assurance  were  needed,  that  my  object  in  urging 
an  enquiry,  as  the  words  of  the  resolution  unmistakably  prove,  was  not 
to  uproot  the  plant  so  carefully  guarded  by  the.  Government,  but  only  to 
weed  out  the  growth  that  obstructs  and  hindeis  its  own  growth  at  its 
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young  and  tender  age.  It  was  my  anxiety  for  its  welfare  that  prompted 
jne  to  seek  permission  to  move  this  resolution.  During  the  course  of 
the  discussion.  I  heard  gentlemen,  except  perhaps  Mr.  Paul  Y.  Daniel, — 
well  acquainted  and  not  so  well  acquainted  with  the  Director — speaking 
in  terms  of  condemnation  against  the  present  management  of  the  Ayur¬ 
veda  Department.  1  am  as  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Sankara  Menon 
as  any  one  else,  and  I  have  very  great  regard  for  his  ability  and  attain¬ 
ments.  Brit  I  am  only  concerned  with  the  department  and  I  am  sure 
it.  will  prosper  under  his  care  if  only  tho  existing  evils  are  examined  and 
removed. 

The  Chief  Secretary  referred  in  detail  to  the  history  of  the  depart¬ 
ment,  which,  I  take  it,  was  intended  as  an  argument  against  the  several 
allegations  made  by  me.  But  I  venture  to  submit  that  this  is  not  an 
argument,  and  I  am  not  alone  in  this  view.  All  the  members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  who  spoke  on  the  subject  were  almost  unanimous  in 
thinking  that  the  arguments  I  advanced  have  not  been  met  at  all  and 
that  the  defence  put  up  by  him  was  no  defence  at  all.  One  of  my 
friends  did  not  even  hesitate  to  characterise  portions  of  the  reply  as 
evasive.  I  do  not,  therefore,  think  it  necessary  to  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Council  with  an  examination  of  that  reply.  Indeed  there  is  no¬ 
thing  to  which  any  reply  is  called  for. 

Rut  I  have  to  deal  with  the  evidence  and  the  arguments  offered  by 
two  other  members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  If  evidence  were 
going  to  be  tendered  on  the  Side  of  the  Government,  the  best  evidence 
that  should  have  been  offered  was  the  evidence  of  the  accounts  them¬ 
selves,  about  the  publication  of  which  so  much  was  .said  on  both  sides, 
Mr.  Bubba  Aiyar  was  very  emphatic  in  his  condemnation  of  the  hearsay 
evidence  on  which  I  am  supposed  to  have  founded  my  arguments.  But 
he  evidently  forgot  that  he,  or  rather  the  Government  which  he  repre¬ 
sents,  was  in  possession  of  that  kind  of  evidence  with  which  alone  he 
would  be  satisfied.  I  am  a  lawyer  myself  and  it  did  not  Strike  me  that  I 
should  have  come  armed' with,  evidence  here  as  in  a  court  of  law.  I  am 
surprised  that  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  should  suggest  the  application  of  the 
technical  rules  of  procedure  of  a  court  of  law  in  dealing  in  this  House 
with  questions  of  administrative  policy.  I  was  all  along  under  the  im¬ 
pression  that  an  administrator  ought  to  travel  beyond  the  records  and 
seek  for  all  available  information  from  every  quarter.  Administration 
would  be  difficult  indeed  if  available  sources  of  information  were  shut  out 
on  technical  grounds  like  these.  We  also  heard  so  much  about  other 
tules  of  evidence,  as,  for  example,  the  rule  that  only  persons  who 'have  • 
got  personal  experience  should  offer  evidence.  The  mere  statement  of  , 
this  theory  is  enough  for  its  condemnation.  •  After  all—  :  ;  . 

Ra'o  Bahadur  K.  V.  It  AN  G  AS  W  AM  1 AI Y  AN  GAB  (Ag.  Principal, 
Training  College ) :  Is  tfyere  not  a  responsibility  on  a ;  member  of  this 
House,  when  he  makes  a  certain  number  of' allegations,  to  say  if  he  has 
verified  the  truth  of  the  allegations '?  . 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI  (VaiAanbeum  EihmaiUi^y  l 
do  not .understand,  what  Mr,  Rangfasw&ini  Aiyangar  says. 
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Rao  Bahadub  K.  V.  RANGASWAMI  AIYANGAR  {Acj.  Principal, 
Training  College) :  Does  there  not  lie  a  responsibility  on  a  member 
of  this  House  when  he  makes  certain  number  of  allegations  to  say  also 
whether  he  has  taken  any  trouble  to  tost  their  accuracy  ? 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (VaiMm  cum  Ettumamir) :  I 
ilo  not  deny  that.  I  am  coming  to  it. 

After  all,  where  was  the  necessity  for  all  the  evidence  in  a  matter  so 
plain  and  unrefuted  ?  I  ask,  have  the  facts  been  met  'l 

There  was  the  implication  of  a  more  serious  charge  against  me 
which  is  contained  in  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  speech.  He  referred  to  the 
jealousy  of  private  practitioners  on  account  of  the  existence  of  the 
Government  pharmacy  and  the  stories  circulated  about  the  exorbitant 
prices  and  the  inferior  quality  of  the  medicine  supplied  by  the  pharmacy. 
He  apparently  thinks  that  credulous  members  have  taken  them  up  and 
served  them  in  this  House.  I  regret  that  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar — 

Mb,  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vahii):  One 
word  by  way  of  explanation.  I  took  it  from  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai’s  speech. 
He  himself  suggested  it.  It  may  be  that  the  members  are  ill-informed. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (1  a  Ham  cum  Ettumamir) : 
Am  I  to  understand  that  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai’s  statement  also  is  hearsay 
evidence  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirliar  Valdl )  :  I  only- 
suggested  that  it  might  be  due  to  the  fact  that  members  are  ill-informed. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI :  (Vailavn  cum  Ettumamir) : 
He  apparently  thinks  that  credulous  members  have  taken  them  up  and 
served  them  in  this  House.  I  regret  that  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  should  have 
made  such  a  statement.  Honourable  members  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  as  much  sense  of  responsibility  as  any  of  the  members  sitting  on 
the  other  side.  Though  we  have  not  the  advantage  of  having  as  much 
information  as  the  other  side  possesses,  we  take  care  that  the  source 
from  which  we  receive  information  is  as  reliable: as  possible,  and  we  do 
take  the  greatest  pains  to  satisfy  ourselves  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
statements  that  we  mane.  To  suggest  that  we  have  not  been  fully  alive 
to  our  responsibilities  in  the  matter  of  making  statements  and  assertions 
implies  an  attitude  against  which  I  emphatically  protest.  (Mr,..  P.  K- 
•  Narayana  Pillai :  “Hear,  hear”).  The  very  fact  that  there  is  a  difference 
of  opinion  as  to.  the  guality  of  the  medicine  is  a  ground  for  an  enquiry. 
After  all, (the  evidence  that  the  quality  of  medicine  is  good  is  irreleyent 
so  long  as  the  other  allegations  remain  unanswered. 

The  Law.  Member  says  that,  if  there  are  irregularities  and  malprac¬ 
tices,  there  is  the  Departmental  Enquiries  Regulation  ,  under  which  action 
may  be  taken.  Very  serious  allegations  are  made  against  the  Ayurveda 
Department  in  this  Council.  But  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  would  dismiss  them 
"as  hearsay  evidence.  Would  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  however,  tell  ns,  how 
many  departmental  enquires  were  made  during  the- past  ten  or  fifteen 


AYURVEDA  committee. 


693 


years  ?  There  have  been,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  very  serious  accusations 
against  several  officers  but  I  have  only  sought  for  an  enquiry  in  regard 
to  the  working,  of  the  Ayurveda  Department  with  a  view  to  its  develop¬ 
ment  and  progress.  As  to  the  argument  against  the  importation  of 
foreigners  I  need  say  little,  as  I  never  wanted  it  and  as  the  argument 
comes  with  such  ill  grace  from  those  who  were  advocating  it  the  other 
day. 

After  all,  what  is  it  that  I  am  asking  the  Council  to  do  ?  Nothing 
but  a  request  for  a  committee  to  suggest  measures  for  the  further  en¬ 
couragement  and  expansion  of  the  Ayurveda  Department.  To  say  that, 
because  an  officer’s  conduct  is  criticised,  therefore  no  such  enquiry  is 
necessary,  is  rather  not  quite  acceptable,  at  any  rate,  so  far  as  I  am  con¬ 
cerned.  The  Government  themselves,  under  the  circumstances,  should 
have  appointed  such  a  committee.  I  am  sorry  that  the  request  when 
made  is  opposed.  !  ’  m 

I  will  only  refer  to  the  points  on  which  I  desired  an  enquiry 
should  be  made,  and  I  would  earnestly  pray  the  house  to  adopt  the  re¬ 
solution  moved  by  me.  It  is,  as  Mr.  Hoogewerf  observed,  a  simple 
and  modest  one. 

The  following  are  the  points  on  which  I  requested  that  an  enquiry 
should  be  made: 

The  extension  and  improvement  of  the  grant-in-aid  system,  the 
improvement  of  Ayurvedic  instruction,  the  extension  and  improvement 
of  the  hospitals,  and  the  question  of  maintaining  the  pharmacy  and  the 
botanical  garden  in  Trivandrum.  ■ 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  Sir, 
the  criticisms  levelled  against  the  Ayurveda  Department,  by  the  learned 
mover  of  the  resolution  and  the  other  members  who  supported  hiuq 
relate  to  the  following  institutions  under  the  charge  of  the  Director  ot 
Ayurveda,  viz., 

■  (1).  the  grant-in-aid'  vaidyascclat  i . 

(2)  the  hospital  and  dispensary ; 

(3)  the  Ayurveda  College  and  the  grant-in-aid pathaeahm', and 

(4)  the  Ayurveda  pharmacy. 

I  shall  -take  tip  these  institutions  seriatim. 

(1).  Grant-m-aid  rahTy<tml(ix. .  The  points  urged  against  these 
institutions  are : 

(a)  that  during  the  period:  from  1092  to  1098  the  number  of 
midyasalas  decreased  by  2  per  cent.;  .  . 

(b)  that  there  have  been  several  complaints  regarding  the  way  in 

which  the  vciidyasalas -were  conducted ;  .  ''■■■  , 

(c)  that  there  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  matter  of  effici¬ 
ency,  or  extension  of  these  institutions;  and  y 

(d)  that  the  Director  has  hot  been. -inspecting  these  ..  institutions 

satisfactorily,  .  "A-" '’V':"-.-  '  v 
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The  statement,  that  during  the  period  from  1092  to  1098  the  number 
of  i  Mil//.atah(x  'was  reduced  by  *2  per  cent,  is  incorrect  and  misleading,- 
The  policy  of  ’Government  in  regard  to  these  institutions  is  clearly  laid 
down  . in  G.  0.  Dis.  No.  498/Gof  21  dated  18th  March,  1921.  It  is  a  pity 
that  the  learned  member  has  not  seen  this  G.  0.  though  it  was  published 
in  the  Gazelle.  This  G.  0.  proposes  to  raise  the  number  of  vaiduasakx 
to  108  in  the  mofussil  at  the  rate,  of  one  for  four  pakuihirs,  and  2  addi¬ 
tional  ones  for  towns,  fixing  the  total  number  at  120  to  be  reached  in  the 
fullness  of  time.  In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  ten  additional  mldijamlm 
have  been  uewlv  sanctioned,  and  notwithstanding  the  abolition  of  defunct 
institutions,  the  total  number  of  mhhjn  ala*  is  82  against  74  in  1092. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  he  said  that  there  has  been  no  expansion  of  these 
institutions. 

*  The  allegation  that  there  has  been  no  improvement  in  the 
.matter  of  efficiency  is  equally  baseless.  The  correct  test  of  efficiency  of 
these  institutions  is  the  increasing  demand  for  medical  aid,  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  patients  treated  and  the  increase  in  the  percentage  of 
•the  number  cured.  The  number  of  patients  treated  l>v  grant-in-aid” 
.Vaidyawso&tt  from  14  lakhs  in  1098  to  19  lakhs  in  1098.  As  regards 
the  statement  that  there  have  been  several  complaints  against  the 
management  of  midyawla*,  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai  does  not  say  .in 
respect  of  which  institution  the  complaints  were  made  -  whether-  they 
were  niade  to  the  Director,  and  if  so,  whether  he  declined  •  to  take  cog¬ 
nisance  of  them. 

■  Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Sherlallai ):  Have  the  Govern¬ 
ment  any  statistics  concerning  the  number  of  persons  treated  before  the 
system  commenced  V 

Ms.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Srr,- tar ,j  to  Government 
.  The  system  commenced  in  the  year  1071.  We  have  no  statistics  re¬ 
lating' to  the  number  of  patients  treated  before  the  introduction  of  the 
system. 

.Presumably  the  eomplamts .  were  against  .useless  Taidyam-  all  of 
whom  have  now  been  eliminated.  The. one-  real  defect  brought  to  light 
in  connection  with  the  administration  of  these  institutions  is  that  they-.’, 
have  not  all  been  personally  inspected  by  the  Director. 

Mu.  N.  EAMAKKISHNA  PULE AI  (Vail- am  cum.  littumauiir) : 
Which  is  the  portion  of  my  speech  that  has  been  referred  to  ?  A 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Several  complaints  were  made  against  the  -’management  of  the  vaidya- 
salas. 

N.  RAMAKRl’SHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  E'tkmmitr):  .. 
Am  Ito  understand  that  all  these  complaints  are  false  ?  -  ,  ’ 

Mi-;.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ami.aicrpinha)  :  :  is  it  a  fact . 
:.that  complaints  were  made,  in  the  first  place ?  ’  ”  , 
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Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (C'li.f  S<-relani  to  Government): 
That  is  exactly  what  I  am  asking.  Was  there  any  complaint  made  to 
the  Director  and  did  he  refuse  to  take  cognisance  of  it ?  That  is  what 
I  ask. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (,l mbalwpmhC) :  Are  the 
Government  aware  of  any  complaint  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Sccntcuy/  t-  Government): 
Government  have  no  information. 

■  Me-  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum'  cum  Nchmuingad): 
Have  the  Government  asked  the  Director,  at  the  time  the  resolution 
was  sent  up,  whether  there  was  any  complaint':1 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Sec>rMr;<  t<.  Government):*, 
There  was  no  necessity  for  it.  So,  the  Government  did  not  ask  him. 

As  I  said,  presumably,  the  complaints  were  against  the  useless 
Vaklgms  all  of  whom. have  now  boon  eliminated.  The  one  real  defect 
brought  to  light  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  these  institu¬ 
tions  is  that  they  have  not  all  been  personally  inspected  by  the  Director, 
Government  have  already  taken  note  of  this  and  insisted  on  the  Director 
moving  about  in  camp  more  largely. 

\2).  The  Hospital  and  Bixpenmnj.  The  defects  pointed  out  in 
respect  of  this  institution  are:  ..  .. 

(u)  that  absolutely  no  improvement  whatever  has  -been  made 
in  this  branch  of  the  department ; 

(b)  that  it  was  very  largely  availed  of  by  the  people  daring' the 
first  five  months  of  its  establishment,,  but  that  there  has  been  no  pro-' 
gress  since  then ;  and 

(c)  that  the  decoctions  and  medicines  sent  to  the  hospital  are 
not  of  the  best  quality. 

y-Tho  medicines  supplied  to  the  hospital  are  from  the  Ayurveda  . 
pharmacy  and  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  allegation  that  they  are  , in-  , 
ferior  in  qualify,  I  shall  refer  to  this  again  -when  I  speak  of  the  pharmacy. 

It  is  a  travesty  of  truth  to  say  that  the  number  of  patients -treated  in. 
the  hospital  has  begun  to  decline.  ;  The  published  figures  show  that  the 
number  has  been  steadily  on  the  increase. ,  Hi  was. over  23,000  in  109-1, 
over  2.5,000  in  1095,  over  29,000  in:  1090  and.  over  30,000  in  1097- 
Me.  K,  C.MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Otmmercc  aiid  J/idustries, 
North)  :  Is  there  any  means  of  verifying  these  figures?  The  Darhar 
Physician  inspects  the  various  lospitals  and  checks  the  various  figures. 

I  want  to  know  whether  there  is  any  such  cheek  or  verification  of  these 
figures. 

Mr.  R.  KmSRHHBmLAl  ((Jhief  Sccrctarij  to.  Govvrnnmnf) :  The 
Director  of  Ayurveda  is  expected  to  go.  about' and  inspect  the  various 
institutions.  -These  are  the  figures  furnished  by  the  Director  of  Ayur- 
veda-  We  have  to  rely  on  then:- 
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Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (L'riiumUrum  emu  Nedummgad)-. 

'  1  wish  to  know  whether  any  member  of  this  Council  has  raised  the 
question  that  the  departmental  figures  are  not  reliable- 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Glvcf  Sccrctamj  to  Government)  :  I 
think  we  shall  have  to  rely  on  the  departmental  figures. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tnmwbtm  cum  Nedumangad): 
Has  anybody  raised  that  question  ? 

Mb.  It/KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Gocci  ament)  :  No. 
There  was,  however,  a  decline  in  the  number  of  patients  in  the  year 
1.098,  the  number  treated  during  the  year  being  only  over  24,000. 

Me.  P.  E.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambal-apuzha) :  Are  the 
Government  in  a  position  to  explain  the  decline  in  the  year  1098  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  h  Government):' 
We  cannot  draw  any  inference  from  the  figure  for  this  particular  year 
alone,  because  there  was  a  steady  increase  in  the  previous  years. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalajuaha) :  Have  the 
Government  called  for  an  explanation  l'or  the  ‘'me  in  that  year  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

No.. 

Now  the  treatment  of  10,000  persons  during  the  first  five  months 
of  the  establishment  of  the  hospitals  is  considered  satisfactory  by 
Mr.  Rainakrishna  Pillai.  This  works  out  at  24,000  patients  a 
year,  and  judged  by  this  standard,  the  number  treated  during  1098 
must  be  considered  satisfactory.  In  regard  to  the  observation 
that  this  branch  of  the  department  has  not  been  extended,  I  beg 
to  point  out  that  only  five  years  have  elapsed  since  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  hospital,  and  the  opening  of  fresh  institutions  can 
come  in  only  gradually.  The  necessary  funds  must  be  available  and 
efficient  Vaidyans  with  the  hall-mark  of  qualification  should  also  be 
forthcoming  to  run  the  institutions.  In  this  connection  I  should  invite 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  reply  given  by  the  Dewan  at'  the 
nineteenth  session  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  to  the  represen-  ■ 
tations  made  by  Messrs-  Koohukunju  Pillai  and  Koehunni  Vaidyan  on 
the  subject.  The  Dewan.  explicitly  said  that  Government  would  continue 
to  devote  more  and  more  attention  as  time  advanced  to  the  development 
of  the  Ayurvedic  system.  - 

Mr.  Rainakrishna  Pillai  says, that  it  is  a  matter  for  enquiry  whether 
a  few  more  hospitals  and  dispensaries  could  not  bo  established  and  whe¬ 
ther  some  of  the  major  municipalities  may  not  be  asked  to  maintain, 
hospitals  within  their  limits,  and  points  out  that  these  matters  may  be 
referred  to  a  committee.  The  provision  for  medical  relief  is  one  of 
discretionary  functions  of  municipalities  under  ^  Regulation  V  of  1095, 
and  a  committee  is  not  necessary  to  enquire  into  this  matter  or  into 
the  question  of  extension  of  the  system  of  Ayurveda,  in  regard  to  which 
the  Government  have  already  declared  what  their  policy  is. 
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(6)  The  Ayurveda  College  and  the  grant-in-aid  Pathamlas.  So  far 
as  I  can  see,  the  only  specific  criticism  made  against  these  institutions 
is  that  there  are  no  published  rules  for  regulating  the  admission  of  stu¬ 
dents.  In  regard  to  this,  I  may  be  permitted  to  point  out  that  only 
those  students  who  pass  the  third  year  examination  at  the  Ayurveda 
Pathasala  are  admitted  into  the  college  classes.  I  may  also  mention  for 
the- information  of  the  House  that  rules  regarding  the  admission  of 
students  in  the  college  and  grant-in-aid  Ayurveda  High  Schools  have  ■ 
been  codified  and  submitted  to  the  Government  by  the  Director.  They 
are  under  consideration. 

(4)  The  Ayurveda  Pharmacy.  This  has  come,  in  for  the  largest 
share  of  criticism.  Themain. defects  pointed  out  are  : 

(а)  that  no  proper  accounts  are  maintained  in  the  institution ; 

(б)  that  no  audit  was  conducted  till  109S .; 

(c)  that  the  supply  of  articles  to  the  institution  is  •  not  arranged 
under  a  system  of  contract ; 

(d)  that  the  prices  paid  for  the  articles  are  exorbitant ; 

*  (e)  that  no  sale  list  of  medicines  is  available  or  has  been 

published; 

(/)  that  the  medicines  sold  are  interior  in  quality,  and  that  their 
prices  are  high  compared  to  those  charged  by  private  Vaidyam  in  Tra- 
vancore  and  elsewhere;  and 

(</)  that  the  Government  are  incurring  a  serious  loss,  without 
at  the  same  time  benefiting  the  public.,  . 

:  Mr.  N..  BAMAKBISHNA;  PILLAI  iVaikam  cum  Ettumamir) : 
Does  the  member  mean  to  say  that  ,  I  made  the  statement  that  the, 
prices  are  very  high  V 

:  Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  Jo.  Government)::  Al¬ 
io  not'  know  whether  Mr.  Ramakrlshna  Pillai  made  that  statement  or 
not.  That  was  the  impression  left  in  my  mind  on  hearing  the  various 
speeches '.of  the  members  of  this  House.  ;  . 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( TimvJla ) :  May  1  know 
who  made,  that  statement  ?  .  . 

MR.  R.  KRISHNA  FJ.LLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  I 
cannot  say.  I  do  not  remember  that.  I  gathered  it  from  the  speeches 

of  the  members  on  the  other  side  of.  the  House. 

:  It  is  true  that  one  of  the-  Account  Officers  was  able  to  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  pharmacy  only  in  1098.  i,  four  years  after  it  was 
opened.  -Such  delays  are  inevitable  seeing  that  the  number  of  Account 
Officers  available  for  outside  audit  is  small.,  ,  . 

Mr.  K  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {Tirucallah:  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  audit  was  hot  made  after  the.  matter  was .  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  GovemmenS  by  an  interpellation  by  this  .Council,, 

Mr,  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to.  Government) :  I 
am  not  sure.  ’■ 
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■Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Xedummgad).  How 
many  Account  Officers  are  there  under  the  Travancove  Government  '5 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  '■ 
One  Chief  Account  Officer  and  five  Assistant  Account  Officers.  There 
are  two  officers  for  outside  audit  work. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nadu  many  ad) : 
Who  inspected  and  audited  the  accounts  of  the  Ayurveda,  pharmacy— 
the  Chief  Account  Officer,  or  one  of  the  Assistant  Account  Officers  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  Senior  Assistant  Account  Officer  went  there. 

Such  delays  are  inevitable,  seeing  that  the  number  of  Account  Officers 
available  for  outside  audit  is  small,  while .  the  number  of  institutions 
to  he  inspected  is  considerable.  In  any  case  the  blame  for  the  belated 
inspection  cannot  be  thrown  on  the  Director  or  his  department.  The' 
audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  pharmacy  has  disclosed  three  outstanding 
defects,  vie.,  (1)  the  purchase  of  raw  materials  required  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  medicines  without  resorting  to  auction  or  calling  for  tenders,  ' 
(2)  the  payment  of  widely  divergent  prices  for  the  articles,  and  (3)  the 
non-maintenance  of  certain  accounts  which  the  Account  Officer  consi¬ 
ders  necessary  for  avoiding  possible  frauds  and  leakages.  Government 
are  considering  whether  the  contract  system  should  not  he  insisted  on  in 
regard  to  the  supply  of  articles  required  for  the  institution. 

Mr..  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvallu)  :  Will  the. Chief 
Secretary  tell  us  whether  the  pharmacy  is  not  working  at  a  loss  ? 

Mr.  E,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  • 

I  cannot  say  whether  it  is  working  at  a  loss  or  not.  I  am  coming  to 
that  later  on. 

Mr.  K.  C,  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries, 
North)  :  You  say  that  the  prices  are  divergent.  Is  it  a  euphemistic  way 
of  saying  that  systematically  higher  prices  are  paid  for  purchases  for  the 
pharmacy's* 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  prices  charged  are  not  invariably  high  except  in  the  case  of  some 
articles. 

Me.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries, 
Nerth) :  Will  the  Chief  Secretary  tell  us  whether  the  prices  have  always 
been  systematically  uniform? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'..  I 
cannot  say  that  the  prices  charged  have  been  in  all  cases  high.  But  in 
some  cases  they  have  been  very  high. 

As  regards  the  accounts  to  be  maintained  in  the  pharmacy  no  forms 
have  so  far  been  prescribed,  and  the  Director  has  been  maintaining 
those  accounts  which  he  considers  necessary.  The  maintenance  of  an 
elaborate  system  of  accounts  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Director,  neces¬ 
sitate  a  strengthening  of  the  existing  staff.  All  these  points  are  being 
considered  by  the  Government. 
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Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  May  I  know 
from  the  Chief  Secretary  whether  there  is  a  separate  account  in  the 
hospital  and  whether  that  account  has  been  compared  with  the  accounts 
of  the  pharmacy  and  both '  checked  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

I  believe  it  must  have  been  compared.  In  regard  to  the  exorbitant  rates 
of  prices  said  to  have  been  paid  by  the  Director  for  the  supply  of  raw 
materials,  pointed  reference  was  made  by  several  members  on  the  other 
sideof  the  House  to  the  purchase  of  marotti  oil.  Two  tins  of  that  oil 
were  purchased  for  Es.  52  in  1097. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PAN  JIK  ARAN  (Sher tailed) :  Will  the  Chief  Se¬ 
cretary  be  pleased  to  tell  us  whether  each  tin  contained  more  than  one 
edmgali  of  marotti  oil  ? 

^  Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  I 
believe  that  one  tin  will  contain  more  than  twelve  edangalies. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PAN  JIK  ARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  In  this  particular- 
case,.  will  the  Chief  Secretary  be  pleased  to  tell  us  the  quantity  of 
marotti  oil  in  each  tin  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA. PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) :  The 
Director  only  says  that  two  tins  of  marotti  oil  were  purchased  in  1097  for 
Es.  52.  That  means  that  each  tin  contained  more  than  10  edangalies. 

-  .  Mb.  N.  KUMARAN  (Nominated).:  May  T  know  the  ordinary 
market  rate  for  one  tin  of  oil  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  I 
am  coming  to  that. 

-  In  regard  to  this,;  the  Director  points  out  that  the  ordinary 
crude  oil  that  goes  under  the  name  marotti  oil  cannot  be  ad¬ 
ministered  to  patients  internally  even  though  it  could  he  obtained  cheap 
and  that  the  price,  paid  for  refined  oil  can  by  no  means  be  considered 
high,  seeing  that  good  oil  is  sold  in  Calcutta  at  Rs.  10  per  seer, 
according  to  the  price  list  published  by  Dr.  Gananatb  Sen.  This  works 
out  at  Rs.  90  per  tin. 

P.  K.  N ARAYANA  PILLAI  (A  mbalajnmlm) :  Was  this  particular 
oil  purchased  in  the  market  and,  if  so,  where  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  I 
think  it  was  purchased  from  a  local  contractor. 

'  Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ainbalapuzha)  :  There  are  no 
contractors  for  the  pharmacy.  Was  it  purchased  from  the  Chalai 
bazaar  ?  Where  was  it  refined  ?  , 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  :  It 

was  refined  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Sankara  Menon.  .  ' 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESYARAN  PILLAI  ■  (Tiruvalla). :  Are  the  price 
of. the  oil  and  the  cost  of  refining  entered  in  the  accounts  separately,  and 
was  any  remuneration  given  to  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  for  his  work  in  con¬ 
nection.  with  the  refinement,  of  the  oil  ?:  Where  was  the  refinement 
made— I  mean,  by  the  contractor  ? 
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Mr.  R.  KRISHNA.  PILLAI  '.'(Ghkf  Secretary  to  Government): 

I  am  told  by  the. Director  that  the  refinement  was  done  by  the  contras, 
tor  under  his  supervision. 

Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIEY  (Chmganaohery  cum  MmaoMD :.  .Was 
there  any  contractor  for  the  supply  of  medicines? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLM  (CM-.f  Secretary  to  Government): 
No. 

Mb,  JOSEPH  PAN JIK ARAN  (Sih-erUilM):  Can  you  give  the 

name  of  the  contractor  who  refined  the  oil? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  .Secretary  to  Government): '  I 
believe  it  was  Mr.  Sivatanu  Pillai  who  did  it.  «. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJJKARAN  (Shertallai) :  Does  the  account 
contain  any  .  mention  of  the  quantity  and  quality  of -the- oil? 

'  Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  ■  to  Government): 
The  accounts  mention  that  two  tins  of  mnrotti  oil  were  purchased  for 
Es.  52.  -  There  is.  no  specific  mention  in  them  as  to  the  quantity 
of  quality.  : 

Ma^  M.  K.  KHADIE  PILLAI  (Nominated).  ..Is  the  Chief  Secret- 
ary  aware  that  large  quantities  of  marotti  seeds  and  oil  are  being 
exported  annually  from  J'ravancore  to  Calcutta  and  other  places  ? 

*  •  Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI. (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Yes;  I  know. 

P.  S.  Variar  of  Kottakal  sells  refined  marotti  oil  at  Re.  1  per  ounce, 

Mr.  K. .  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries, 
North):  "Will  the  Chief  Secretary  tell  us  whether  the  oil  supplied  by 
Mr.  Sivatanu,  : Pillai  ;is  , as;  refined  and  as  medicated  as  the  one  sup¬ 
plied  by  P.  S.  Yariar's  factory?  :  , 

Mr.  R..  KRISHNA  PILLAI'  -(Cimf  Secretary -.to  Government): 
I  never,  saw  it  myself.  What  the  Director  says  is  that -the  oil  i*  fit  for 
medicinal  purposes. 

;  Then  as  regards  the  difference  in  the  rates  charged  by  the.  Palace 
contractor  and  those  paid  by.  the  Director,  he  points  out  that  some  cf 
the  articles  quoted  in-the  Palace  list  can  never  be  had  for  the  contractor’s 
prices. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( AmbaJapmha ) :  May  I  know 
.  whether. there  was  any  additionabexpenditure  on  account  of  buying  and 
refining  the  ma-roiti  oil ?  -  ’ 

PRESIDENT  :  I  thought  we  had  done  with  marotti  oil. 
(Laughter.)  The  Chief  Secretary  is  speaking  of,  some  other  ,  thing  now- 
Therefore,  that  does  not  arise,  here.  V.'-;.  .-.  r 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Take  for.  example  Nonmadam '  (Acaao)  or  Sila’atu.  :  The  Palace  con¬ 
tractor’s  price  was  one  rupee  and  twelve  annas  for  20  tolas  in  1097,  whik 
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the  Director  points  out  that  according  to  the  published  catalogues,  the 
price  of  genuine  Silajatu  is  Es.  2  per  tola. 

Me.  P,  K.  NARAYANA  P2LLAI  (Amhalapusha) :  Is  the  Chief 
Secretary  aware  that  there  are  different  kinds  of  Silajatu '? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Gcmmmnf) : 
That  is  exactly  what  the.  Director  emphasises. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangacl ) :  \yill 
the  Chief  Secretary-  he  pleased  to  say  who  tests  the  quality  of  the  drugs 
supplied  to  the  Palace  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  quality  of  the  drugs  supplied  to  the  Palace  is  tested  by  competent 

Me:.  T.  K.  VELD  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  NedumangatT) : 
What  I  want  to  know  is  whether  they  are  certificate  holders. 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  -. 

I  do  not  know. 

So,  the  prices  as  per  the  Palace  contractor’s  list  cannot  be  taken 
as  a  criterion  in  such  matters.  The  allegation  that  the  medicines 
supplied  from  the  pharmacy  are  of  inferior  quality  has  no  substance  in  it. 
Does  the  House  seriously  think  that,  if  the  quality  of  the  medicine  had 
been  really  inferior,  medicines  to  the  value  of  more  than  Bs.  10,000 
would  have  been  sold  to.  the  public  from  the  pharmacy  during  the  past  6 
years ? 

Me.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) ;  People  must 
have  medicine,  and  if  they  cannot  get  it  from  elsewhere,  they  must  get.: 
it  from  the  pharmacy. 

Ms.  K.  C.  MAMMEX  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries,  . 
North ) :  May  I  know  the  prices  of  medicines  charged  for  the  Ayur¬ 
veda  dispensary  ?  ...  . 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) 
They  are  being  supplied  at  cost  price. 

Me.  K.  G.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  (Commerce  and  Industries,  :  - 
■North ) :  What  is  the  total  cost  of  the  medicines  supplied  to  the  dis¬ 
pensary  ? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
In  1094,  Ite.  4,917  ;  in  109S,  Es.  7,499  ;  in  1096,  9,000  ;  and  in  1098, 
0,823. 

.  Me.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikarn  cum  Ettumamir)  :  Is  ; 
it  a  fact  that  the  sale  of  medicines  has  been  declining  for  the  past  two 
years? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Yes,  there  was  a  slight  fall.  In  1096,  the  fall  came  to  Es.  13,000  ;  in 
1097,  to  Es.  11,000;  and  in  1098,  to  Es.  10,000.  It  will  be  observed- 
that  there,  was  a  fall  in  ;  10.98  in  the  number  of  persons  treated. 

Me.  K.  PAEAMESV ARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  May  I  know 
;  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  in  certain  cases  medicines,  were  supplied  to  the 
.  hospital  at  three  or  four  times  the  actual  price? 
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Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 
Government  have  not  come  across  any  such  instances. 

The  allegation  that  the  price  of  the  medicine  is  comparatively  high 
is  equally  unfounded.  Two  respectable  members  of  this  House  were 
able  to  bear  testimony - - 

*  Mr,  p.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapusha)  ;  Was  it  not 
with  respect  to  isolated  instances  V  ' 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-.  I 
am  going  to  quote  other  instances  also.  I  have  compared  the  prices  for 
some  of  the  standard  medicines  in  common  use  charged  by  the  pharmacy 
and  by  a  few  private  Vaidyaus  in  Travancore  and  elsewhere.  The  rates; 


Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (I Tiruoalla ) :  I  beg  to  know 
whether  milk  does  not  form  an  essential  necessity  for  preparing  dhammi- 
taram.  ■  • 

■  Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government);  I 
am  not  a  doctor. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (! Timvatla )  :  Do  the 
accounts  show  that  for  the  Ayurveda  pharmacy  any  milk'  has  been 
purchased  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  anything  definitely. 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Commerce  and.  Indt/sirm, 
North )  if  it  could,  be  proved  that  medicines  requiring  milk  were  pre¬ 
pared  in  the  pharmacy  and. that  no  milk  was  actually  purchased  or  sup¬ 
plied  according  to  the  accounts —  "  ■ 

PRESIDENT:  .That  is  a. problematical  question. 

■  Mr;  R.-  KRISHNA  PILLAI  -(Chief -Secretary  .-to  Government ); 
That  is  a  question  which  I  cannot  answer,  as  I  am  not  a  doctor*  : 

PRESIDENT  :  It  is  time.  Yon  must  hurry  up,  Mr.  Krishna 
Pillai-  ■  ‘ 


-  .-MB.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
'  T  shall  give  the  prices  for  various.articles  in  the  pharmacy  and  in  other 


.  •  Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Comm 
$pfth);  Is  it  from  their  price  lists  ? 


'  Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary 
Yes”; 1  it  is  from,  the  published  price  lists. 
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These  figures  give  the  lie  direct  to  the  story  that  the  prices  charged 
by  the  pharmacy  are  excessive.  As  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  the 
story  might  have  been  concocted  by  interested  native  Vaidydns  who  find 
that  they  are  unable  to  successfully  compete  ‘with  the  pharmacy  and 
therefore  cry  it  down.  ' 

In  regard  to  the  complaint  that  no  price  list  of  the  medicines,  sold 
from  the  pharmacy  is  available,  I  may  point  out  to  the  House  that  a 
copy  of  the  list  is  hung  up  for  public  information  at  the  pharmacy.  If 
its  publication  in  the  Gazette  is  considered  necessary,  it  may  be  arranged 
for.  The  charge  that  the  Government  are  incurring  a  loss  on  account. 
,of  the  pharmacy  is  untrue.  The  medicines .  supplied  to  the  hospital 
are  at  cost  price  and  those  sold  to  the  public  fetch  a  profit  of  ten  per 
cent-  to  the  Government,  so  that  there  is  no  loss  whatever  on  account 
of  the  transactions  of  the  pharmacy. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Eitanmmtf: 
May  I  know-  from  the  Chief  Secretary  the  percentage,  of  .  profit  made 
by  our  private  Vaidyans  ?  : 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
am  not  aware  of  it. 

■  Rao  Bahadur  K.  V.  RANGASWAMI  AIYANGAR  (Ay.  Vrin- 
cipal.  Training  ..College):  Will  the  mative  physicians  furnish  infor- 
mation  about  the  profits  they  make  <* 

Mr.  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  -§^reiar'i/'  'to,  iGowminenQ ; 
Not  likely. 
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Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIBY  {Ghangavachertj  cum  Minachil);  Mr. 
Variar’s  catalogue  does  not  contain  the  information.  'Will  the  Chief 
Secretary  give  us  P.  S.  Variar’s  rate  for  DinSsaJsSram  ? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

The  price  for  DinSsakirain  in:  our  pharniarcy  is  Ee.  1  chs.  2  for 
12  ounces  while  in  the  Sita  Earn  Anglo  Ayurvedic  Pharmacy  it  is  Bs,  2 
as.  8  for  the  same  quantity. 

Mii.  E.  C.  -'MAM-MEN  MAPPILLAI  (Oommorw.md  Indue  ties, 
North):  Is  the  Chief  Secretary  aware  that  the  medicines  for  the.  pre¬ 
paration  of  these  things  arc  available  at  a  cheaper  rate  in  Trivandrum 
than  elsewhere? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  I 
am  not  sure  and  cannot  say  for  certain  whether  it  is  so. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Timvalty:  Is  he  aware 
whether,  in  computing  prices  of  these  medicines,  supervision  charges  and 
rent  are  taken  into  account  ?  • 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI' (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  No; 
in  fact,  as  I  said,  no  regular  ■  profit  and  loss  account  is  being  kept  there. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Antbalaptuha ) :  Is  there  any 
demand  for  these  medicines  from  outside  Travancore  ? 

Me.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI' (Okie/ Soorctiwy  to  Government)'.  I. 
.  am  not  sure.  . 

Rao  Bahadue  K.  V:  EANGASWAMI  A1YANGAR  (Jg.  Inn- 
eipal,  Training  College)  :  Is  the  pharmacy  permitted  to  sell  medicines 
by  value  payable  post  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI.  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'. 
They  are  not  permitted  to  send  medicines  by  value  payable  post.  . 

Mr,' Ramakrishna  . Pillai  has  also  raised  the  question  whether  it  is 
sound  policy  '  to.  maintain  a  pharmacy ;  at  Sirkar  cost.  I  may  tell,  the 
House  that  the  Government  keep  an  open  mind  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  .As  there  is.  a.  Government  Aytirveda  hospital  :  in  -  Trivaii- 
drum  and  as  .Ayiuwedic  medicines;  of  the  requisite  standard  are:  not 
available  in.  the  open  market  like  ..the  allopathic  medicines;  a  Govern* 

.  lhent  pharmacy  has  to  he  maintained. '  The  suggestion  to  order  lhedi* 
cines  from  Calcutta  is  -not  practicable.  In  the  first  place,  ..all  the.  medi* 
cines  required  in  the  hospital  may  not  be.  available  there..  Secondly, 
the  cost  of  getting  them  down  would  be  very  high.  .  A  pharmacy  is  also 
necessary  as  an  adjunct  to  the  students  of  the  college  .fur  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  a  course  of  training  in  the  preparation  of  ■medicines.  It 
would  also  prevent  private  Vahlyans  charging  excessive  prices  for  medi¬ 
cines  required  by  the  public.  But,  if  the!  House  thinks '  that  The  system 
of  selling  medicines. to  the  public  may  be  stopped,  there  is  no  objection 
.:  to. r  this  being  done,  the  operation  of  the  pharmacy  being  confined  to 
.the  supply  of  medicines  to  the  hospital  and  to  the  imparting  of  instruc* 

'  tion  to  the  students  of  the  college, 
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Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaiham  cum  Ettumanur) 
May  I  know  why  there  is  a  decline  in  the  sale  in  spite  of  the  low 
prices  ? 

PRESIDENT:  He  has  given  the  figures. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) :  I 
believe  I  have  now  answered  almost  all  the  criticisms  raised  by  the 
members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  I  have  shown  that  there  are 
no  serious  defects  in  the  working  of  the  grant-in-aid  vydiasalas,  the 
Ayurveda  College  and  the  Pathasala  and  the  Ayurveda  hospital  and  the 
dispensary.  The  speeches  made  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  re¬ 
ferred  to  administrative  defects.  Even  if  they  are  true,  it  is  the  func¬ 
tion  of  the  Government  to  remove  them. 

Mr  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (T rivandrum  cum  Nedimangad)  : 
Does  it  mean  that  this  Council  cannot  consider  administrative 
questions  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) No, 
certainly  not,  and  I  did  not  mean  that. 

I  have  shown  that  there  are  no  serious  defects  in  the  working 
of  the  Ayurveda  College  and  Ayurveda  dispensary,  which  necessitate 
the  appointment  of  a  committee.  As  regards  the  pharmacy,  the 
Account  Officer’s  inspection  has  disclosed  certain  defects  and  the 
whole  matter  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government.  If 
any  officers  of  Government  are  seriously  to  blame,  Government  must 
have  an  opportunity  of  taking  their  explanation  and  dealing  with 
them  in  the  ordinary  course.  On  public  grounds  it  would  be  obviously 
inexpedient  to  allow  any  committee  .  to  enquire  into  the  ■  conduct 
of  those  officers.  The  enquiry,  if  found  necessary,  should  beheld  by 
the  Government  under  the  Regulation  and  rules  in  force.  I  would 
therefore  reqaest  the  House  not  to  press  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  till  the  Government  are  in  a  position  to  consider  the  Account 
Officer’s  report  and  pass  final  orders  thereon. 

Mr.  '  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  ( Commerce  and  Industries, 
North):  Does  he  mean  to  suggest  that  the  appointment  of  such  a  com¬ 
mittee  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai  is  not  within  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  this  House  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):  I 
do  not  deny  that  it  is  within  the  province  of  this  House. 

Mr.  K.  C.  MAMMEN  MAPPILLAI  {Commerce  and  Industries, 
North) :  Then  seeing,  that  the  Government  have  in  the  past  appointed 
such  committees,  though,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Kallar  Resolution,  there 
was  a  majority  against  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  be  pleased  to  say  whether  they  do  hot  consider  ;ii  desirable  to 
appoint  a  committee  in  this  instance  also,  having  regard  to  the  large 
volume  of  public  opinion  in  the  matter. 

PRESIDENT  :  It  does  not  arise  now  ? 
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Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)', 
There  are  no  serious  defects  so  as  to  warrant  the  appointment  of  a  com¬ 
mittee.  As  for  the  pharmacy,  the  whole  question  is  under  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  Government.  They  must  have  time  to  consider  the  whole 
matter  and  pass  final  orders. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  Have  the 
Government  considered  the  possibility  of  developing  the  Ayurvedic 
system  in  Travancore  ? 

Mb.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  :  I 
cannot  say  that  the  Government  have  not  considered  it.  I  have  pointed 
out  what  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  in  regard  .to  the  development 
of  the  Ayurvedic  system. 

Mb.  P.  I\.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI.  {Ambalaymeha) :  Will  not  the 
Government  be  assisted  by  the  advice  of  a  committee  in  the  matter  of 
developing  the  system,  if  a  competent  committee  is  appointed,  as  they 
would  be  in  a  position  to  suggest  suitable  measures  ? 

Mb.  E.  KEISPINA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  I 
do  not  deny  that. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELTJ  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  N cchmangad) :  Do 
the  Government  propose  to  appoint  departmental  Ayurveda  vaidyam 
on  suitable  pay  ? 

Mb.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  ■  Government)  : 
That' is  a  question  to  be  considered. 

.  PRESIDENT:''  Do  you  press  this  motion, -Mr.  Eamakrishna 
Pillai  V* 

Mb,  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumamr)-. 
.  Yes;  I  press  the  motion  to  a  division.  . 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost,  15  voting  for  and  1 7 
against . 

V-  ’  Mb.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA .  PILLAI  (F«&&a//i  cum  Ettumxmur)  :  I 
demand  a  poll. 

.  A  poll  was  taken  with  the  following  result  : — • 

AYES— 17. 


1..  Mr.  T.  M.  Chidambaratanu 
Pillai. 

2.  „  N.  Kumaran. 

3.  „  T.  Kumara  Pillai. 

4.  „  M.  R.  Madhava  Varinr. 

.  5.  „  K.  C.  Manxmen  Mappillai. 

6.  „  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

7.  „  J.  John  Nidiri.  ... .. 

,.■<8.  ,,  Joseph  Panjibaran. 

■*:•<%? ,  ,,  P.  Paramesvaran. 


10.  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 

.  Tvruvalla. 

11.  .,  M.  N.  Pillai.  ■: 

12.  ,,  L.  E.  Eaja  Baja  Varma. 

Id.  ,,  N.  Eamakrishna  Pillai. 

14.  „  C.  Sankara  Menon. 

15.  ,,  K.  Dominic  Tomman. 

16.  „  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai. 

17.  Rev.  Fr.  Kuriakose  Vettikka- 

palli. 
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NOES — 18. 


1.  Mr.  I.  C.  Chacko. 

2.  „  Paul  V.  Daniel. 

3.  „  E.  Dhanukoti  Pillai. 

4.  „  K.  George. 

5.  „  L.  0.  Hodgson. 

6.  „  M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai. 

7.  „  B.  Krishna  Pillai. 

8.  Dewan  Bahadur  Dv.  P.  N. 

Lakshmanan. 

9.  Mr.  T.  Lakshmana  Pillai. 

10.  Mr.  K.  V.  Natesa  Aiyar. 


11.  ,,  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 

12.  „  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

{Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture) 

13.  W.  H.  Pitt. 

14.  ,,  G,  Bamankunju. 

15.  Bao  Bahadur  K.  V.  Banga- 

swami  Aiyangar. . 
i  10.  Mr.  S.  0-  H.  Bobinson. 
j  17.  ,,  V.  Subba  Aiyar. 

|  IS.  „  A.  J.  Van  Boss. 


The  resolution  was  declared  lost. 


Appointment  of  a  Committee  to  Enquire  into  the  Working  of  the 
Development  Departments. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 

Sir,  I  rise  to  move  that  : 

“  This  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  that  a  Committee  of 
officials  and  non-officials  be  anointed  to  .enquire  into  the  working  of 
the  Development  Departments,  e-  g..  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Industries, 
Go-operative  Societies  and  Forests,  and  to  suggest  means  by  ■  which 
better  results  may  be  obtained.” 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  the  Travancore  Government  have  realised 
to  the  full  extent  the  necessity  of  developing  the  resources  of  the  State 
with  a  view  to  national  prosperity.  The  amount  of  money  which  is  being 
willingly  spent  on  the  departments  of  education  and  public  works  and  the 
growing  interest  evinced  by  the  Government  in  strengthening  the  new 
bureaus  of  Agriculture,  Industries  and  Co-operation  are  being  thankfully 
appreciated  by  the  .people.  Pronouncements  have  been  made  from  time 
to  time  regarding  the  careful  preservation  of  our  resources  within  the 
forests  and  the  effective  and  profitable  utilisation  of  that  abundant  source 
of  natural  wealth.  But  the  finances  of  the  State  have  not  improved  and 
the  material  welfare  of  the  people  has  not  adequately  advanced  in  spite  of 
the  increasing  clamour  on  the  part  of  the  people  and  the  readiness  of 
the  Government  to  devote  the  funds  at  their  command  to  the  realisation 
of  their  laudable  object.  The  time  has  come  when  we  should  take  stock 
of  the  results  hitherto  obtained  and  examine  the  soundness  of  the  policy 
hitherto  pursued. 

I  shall  first  deal  with  the  Forest  Department.  .  It  was  first 
organised  in  the  time  of  Dewan  Sir  T.  Madhava  Bao,  and  is  therefore 
the  oldest  of  the  present  Development.  Departments.  What  strikes  one 
at  the  outset  of  the  enquiry  is  the  manner  in  .  which  .  its  net  income 
continues  to  be  influenced  by  inexplicable  variations. 
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Year  Net  revenue  Year  Net  revenue  ■ 

1087  ...  Bs.  2,83,388  1096  ...  Es.  3,56,260 

1090  ...  Es,  5,40,839  1097  ...  Es.  3,55,500 

1093  ...  Es.  8,64,955 

This  rise  and  fall  of  the  scale  is  unsatisfactory  and  inexplicable. 

It  may  be  contended  that  the  forests  exist  not  for  revenue  primarily, 
and  that  the  work  of  the  department  should  not  be  measured  by  a 
pecuniary  standard.  That,  however,  is  an  idle  defence.  The  consensus 
of  educated  opinion,  the  opinion  of  economists  and  financiers,  establishes 
the  principle  that  commercial  advantage  is  one  of  the  foremost  objects 
of  the  scientific  conservation  of  forests.  Although  the  theory  of 
the  forest  officers  may  be  different,  their  practice  has  now  for  a  long 
time  been  to  get  the  largest  possible  revenue.'  The  proceeds  of  the  ' 
sale  of  timber  during  the'  last  quarter  in  successive  years  will  prove 
the  correctness  of  this  observation.  The  Government  too  have  not 
been  anxious  to  console  the  Forest  Department  when  their  revenues 
showed  a  decrease.  Although  during  the  last  budget  session,  the-  Con¬ 
servator  of-  Forests  pointed  out  that,  because  of  the  want  of  facilities 
of  transport  in  other  parts,  of  the  year,  timber  would  be  .collected  only 
during  definite  periods  when  the  rivers  were  full  and  that  accounted 
for  the  large  quantities  of  timber  in  depots  at  the  end  of  the  year,  I  am 
not  inclined  to  accept  this  explanation  because  we  find  that  there  is 
abundance  of  stock  in  almost  all  the  depots  during  all  times.  Nor  is  there 
any  paucity  of  purchasers.  I  am  afraid  that  the  argument  of  the 
Forest  Department  is  not  acceptable.  ,  The  Administration  Beports 
mention  the- fact  that  valuable  trees  such  as  teak  and  black  wood,  have 
been  “over-cut”— T  am  using  the  expression  “over-cut”  in  the  sense 
■  in ,  which  ■'  it  is  used  in  .  the  Administration  Beport—  and  dismal 
-  hints  - are  given  as.  to- the  possibility  of  a  speedy  extinction  of  those 
species  of  timber.  The  report  for  1087  for  instance  refers  to:  the 
decrease  in  the  total  quantity  of  teak  available  in  the  forests. 

Conservator  after  Conservator  has  cultivated  the  habit  ’of  looking 
upon  himself  more  as  a.  revenue  officer  than  as  the  guardian  of  the  sylvan 
regions,  interested  in  theip  healthy,  maintenance  .and.  gradual  develop¬ 
ment  as  a.  permanent  source  of  .  wealth.  Valuable  trees  were-  felled 
from  all  accessible  places-,  but  adequate  care  had  not  been  taken  to  safe¬ 
guard  natural  regeneration,  or  encourage  plantations.  Survey  and  demar¬ 
cation  are  going  on  in  a  cycle  without  any  ultimate  goal,  so  far  as  we 
can  see  from  the  Administration  Beports  themselves.  Creeper-cutting 
on  an  insignificant  scale  appears  to  be  the  only  one  of  the  important 
devices  known  to  the  department  in  helping  the  growth  of  trees. 
But  the  reports  carefully  omit  the  area  over  which-  this  creeper-cutting 
was-  done  or  the  amount  of  money  expended  on  it.  Fire-protection  is 
done  if  at  all  in  a  perfunctory  and  fortuitous  fashion.  In  1082  only 
2,827  acres,  “being  teak  and  other  plantations,”  were  under  a  regular 
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system  of  fire-protection.  In  1084,  191  square  miles  of  reserved  forests 
were  destroyed  by  fire.  Some  steps  seem  to  have  been  then  taken,  and 
the  next  year  we  find  that  only  12  square  miles  were  destroyed  by  fire. 
It  is  difficult  to  accept  the  figures  for  109^,  1093,  1094,  1095  and  1096. 

Year.  Number  of  Sq.  Miles  Year.  Number  of  Sq.  Miles 
burnt.  burnt. 

1091  ...  6  1094  ...  4 

1092  ...  2  1095  ...  3 

1093  •••  5  1090  ...  2 

This  would  convey  the  idea  that  there  is  only,  a  negligible  por¬ 
tion  of  our  forests  that  is  being  destroyed  by  fire  year  after  year.  So  long 
as  the  reports  do  not  state  how  this  small  area  is  ascertained,  so  long  as 
the  localities  are  not  stated  with  precision,  so  long  as  this  statement  is 
not  supported  by  cogent  and  creditable  testimony,  these  figures  cannot  be 
relied  upon  as  a' practical  guide.  It  is  regrettable  that  even  the  available 
igures  have  not  apparently  been  made  use  of  by  some  of  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  people.  That  is  an  unfortunate  circumstance.  It  became 
evident  in  the  Council  yesterday  that  one  of  the  members  was  not 
able  to  see  where  the  figures  for  certain  things  have  been  given,  although 
they  related  to  matters  in  which  he  was  personally  interested..  Copies 
of  the  Administration  Reports  are  being  given  to  all  of  us,  and  if  a  mem¬ 
ber,  especially  a  highly  educated,  experienced  gentleman  goes  through 
them  and  finds  any  statement  which  is  palpably  untrue  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  ask  for  an  explanation.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  asked  the 
Chief  .  Secretary  when  he  was  talking  on  the  resolution  regarding  the 
Ayurveda  Department  whether  any  member  had  raised  the  question  of 
the  credibility  of  departmental  figures.  I  am  saying  this  simply  because 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  that  all  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  do 
scrutinise  the  figures  very  carefully.  There  are  on  this  side  gentlemen 
who  have  been  studying  statistics  very  carefully  and  the  country  has  had 
the  ben'efit  of  such  scrutiny.  I  wish  more  people  would  do  so  in  order 
to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  departmental  figures. 

The  state,  of.  affairs  in  regard  to  communications  in  the  forests  is 
hot  at  all  satisfactory,  and  the  amount  of  money  spent  in  past  years  on 
original  works  of  communication  is  very  small  indeed. 

Yew>\  Amount  spent  on  Year.  Amount  spent  on 

communieations.  'communications . 

Rs.  Rs. 

1084  ...  11,581  1093  ...  3,915 

,  1087  ...  15,055  1096  ...  6,266 

1090  ...  7,263  1097  ...  4,163 

Even  this  small  sum  of  money  spent  on  roads  and  bridges  has  not 
been  properly  utilised.  I  have  gathered  some  information  with  regard 
to  the  condition  of  the  forest  roads  and  bridges.  I  learn  that,  the  Parappar 
bridge  in  the  Chendurni  valley  is  not  fit  for  use. .  The  Achankoil  Tara- 
Karippantodu  road,  the  Kuttanpuzha-Idiyara  road,  the  Aiyappan  Koil 
road,  the  Perumpattur-Channakkaman  road  which  was  handed  over  to  a 
Mica  Company — -all  these  are  being  neglected  and  rendered  useless, 
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A  hide  and  seek  policy  encircles  the  working  plans.  The  scheme 
of  working  plans  was  introduced,  I  believe,  in  1082.  Year  after  year 
the  Administration  Reports  here  had  a  long  paragraph  on  working  plans, 
and  indistinct  statements,  ambiguous  descriptions  and  pious  expectations 
are  recorded.  But  the  work  would  not  go.  on.  In  a  few  years  the 
scheme  of  every  sanctioned  working  plan  was  violated  both  as  regards 
the  method  of  work  and  the  time  prescribed.  .Finally  the  scheme  was 
abandoned  and,  to  quote  the  Administration  Report,  “  simple  working 
schemes  were  adopted  in  preference  to  costly  and  elaborate  working 
plans.”  During  the  interval,  however,  a  good  dear  of  Government 
money  had  been  spent  on  profitless  purposes.  "It  has  been  clearly  demon¬ 
strated  during  the  last  budget  discussion  that  the  net  profit  realised  by 
.  the  Government  on  one  cubic  foot  of  timber  is  1  anna  2  pies  !  This  dis¬ 
appointing  result  is  due  to  the  time-honoured  methods  of  extraction  and 
transport.  .  The  work  of  collection  is  done  in  a  pell-mell  manner.  Large 
stocks  are  allowed  to  accumulate  in  the  forests  as  well  as  in  depbts  ;  the 
timber  deteriorates,  and  is  then  sold  for.  what  it  would  fetch.  Logs  with 
.  serious  flaws  and  defects  are  transported  at  considerable  cost  to  the 
'  depots  and  sold  cheaply,  sometimes  at  very  great  loss.  There  is  rto 
■  tariff  for  Unsound  timber.  .  Round  and  square  logs  alone  are  sold  by  the 
department.  Timber  sawn  to  sizes  according  to  the  fashions  ruling  in 
the.  market  will  fetch  a  higher  price  ;  but  the  commercial :  knowledge 
of  the  departmental  head  and  his  officers  is  not  in  evidence.  Sir, 
if  trees  grow  in  the  forests  according  to  their  own  accord,  and  if  timber 
is. to  be  floated  down  the  rivers  in  times  of.  flood,  to  be  sold  for  whatever 
prices  available,  a  high-paid  trained  scientist  at  the  head  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  and  a  staff  of  England-returned  assistants  may  not  after  all  be 
necessary  for  the  department.  We  want  people  to  go  to  Europe  and  get 
a  knowledge  of  .  the:  conditions  there,  because  we  hope  that  there  may  be 
some  good  accruing  to  the  country  as  a  result  of  their  larger  experience. 
Expectations  of  this  nature  are  being  often  falsified.  Time-honoured 
methods  are  faithfully  followed.  It  is  not  for  this  that  officers  are  sent 
to  Europe  at  the  expense  of  the  tax-payer.  I  am  sure  that  the  present 
Conservator  of  Forests  who  is  an  experienced  scientist,  will  look  into  the 
matter  and  see  if  something  cannot  be  done. 

The  figures  relating  to  the  profits  from  minor  produce  are  equally 
unsatisfactory.  In  1093,  the  amount  was  Rs.  34,176  ;'in  1094,  Rs.  46,065; 
in  1095,  Rs.  36,792  ;  and  in  1096,  Rs.  36,990.  This  is  inexplicable.  Con¬ 
sidering  the  total  area  of  the  Travancore  forests  which  are  pronounced  to 
he  of  magnificant  quality  by  eminent  authorities,  this  amount  Which  the 
minor  produce  fetches  is  very  low  and  the  ihatter  should  be  investigated, 
The  efforts  of  the  forest  utilisation  officers  have  not  been  great. 
The  change  of  the  headquarters  of  the  Forest  Department  from  Quilon 
to  Trivandrum  is  another  experiment,  The  starting  of  a  separate 
Plantation  Division,  its  maintenance  for  a  number  of  years  and  its  final 
amalgamation  with  the  other  divisions  is  another  instance  of  Uncertain 
action.  The ’starting  of  the  Forest  School ;  and.  its;  speedy  ^abolition:,  h 
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still  another  mark  of  experimental  originality.  What  is  the  sum  total 
of  the  contributions  of  the  various  officers  of  the  Forest  Department? 
That  is  a  question  which  the  tax  payer  can  legitimately  ask.  It  is  not 
enougiuif  the  officers  make  memories  of  their  sojourn  in  Europe  and 
their  University  Degrees  a  never-failing  passport  for  promotion.  They 
ought  to  infuse  new  vigour  into  the  system,  and  if  they  are  unable  to  do 
so  they  should  concede  that  officers  need  not  be  sent  to  Europe  for  study 
at  Government  cost. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
Having  been  started  about,  three  decades  ago  by  Dewan  Sankarasubba 
Aiyar,  and  permitted  for  several  years  to  take  its  innings  in  the  field  of 
lethargy,  the  department  was  reorganised  by  Sir  Eajagopalachariar,  and 
a  gentleman  who  had  a  notable  record  in  the  Trivandrum  College  and 
the  Edinburgh  University  was  placed  in  charge  of  it.  Es.  23,000 
ite  all  that  was  alloted  for  the  department  in  1084,  but  the  amount  for 
1097  was  roughly  Es.  two  lakhs.  The  department  has  conducted  numer¬ 
ous  experiments  and  made  frequent  demonstrations.  The  encouragement 
of  .  exotic  paddy  and  Mauritius  sugarcane,  the  introduction  of  artificial 
manures  and  improved  ploughs,  the  advice  given  relating  to  seed  selec¬ 
tion,  the  attempt  made  to  check  the  spread  of  the  cocoanut  palm  dis¬ 
ease,  the  inauguration  of  cattle  farms  and  poultry  farms  —  all  these  attest 
the  good  work  already  done.  Nor  'have  the  Fishery  and  Veterinary 
branches  been  neglected.  .  The  reports  of  the  Agricultural  Department 
are  so  exquisitely  worded,  the  facts' so  beautifully  arranged  and  repeti¬ 
tions  made  with  so  much  elusive  originalitythat  .it  is  difficult  to  read 
between  the  lines.  The  work  of  analysing  soils,  the  observation  of  the 
habits  of  fishes,  the  collection  of  insects,  and  experiments  in  mycology, 
have  been  mentioned  in  all  the  Administration 'Reports.  .  The  Fisheries 
branch  is  also  said  to  be  doing  good  work;  but  the  culture  and  curing  of 
fish  do  not  show  very  creditable  results.  The  experiments  made  in  order 
to  find  the  proper  habitat  for  sheep  which  was  brought  from  Coimbatore 
and  tried  successively  in  Kottarakara  and  Trivandrum  have  not  fared 
better.  The  receipts  from  backwater  and  inland  fisheries  are  said  to  be 
Bs.  10,317  in  1097.  This  is  not  a  matter  over  which  the  Government 
can  take  any  credit.  This  is. due  to  a  stroke  of  the  pen  which  levied  a  tax 
on  fishing.-  The  veterinary-  officers  are  said  to  be  abroad  and  the 
number  of  animals  treated  in  the  veterinary  hospitals  and  dispensaries 
seems  to  be  on  the  increase!  It  was  .10,300  in  1097,  but  the  number 
ciired: -does  not  find  a  place  in  the  reports  ,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  see. 
The  efficiency  of  the  veterinary  officers  cannot  be  discovered  without 
these  figures. 

,  Apart  from  all  this,  there  are  certain  obvious  defects  in  the  organisa¬ 
tion  of  the  department.  The  agricultural  laboratory  at  Quilon  is  far 
.removed  from  scenes  of  kindred  activity.  The  number  of  University 
-iuen  in- the  department  is  not  sufficient.  Has  the  department  done  all 
that  it  can  in  the  'matter  of  increasing  production  ?  The  law  of 
diminishing  returns  is  tending  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  soil.  Cattle  and 
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green  manure  are  very  difficult  to  obtain.  There  has  not  been  yet  a 
serious  attempt  to  grapple  with  the  situation.  The  charge  of  irrigation 
works  has  .not  been  handed  over  to  the  Agricultural  Department.  Graz¬ 
ing  grounds  are  not  being  properly  conserved.  This  is  a  point  on  which 
I  differ  esesntially  from  the  Director  of  'Agriculture.  He  says  that 
these  grazing  grounds  will  spread  disease,  '  The  cultivation  of  fodder 
crops  is  still  in  the  stage  of  a  neglected  experiment.  It  is  not  being 
done  on  a  commercial  scale  and  the  department  is  not  doing  any  poineer 
work  in  that  direction.  The  Government  cattle  farm  at  Trivandrum 
should  be  able  to  have  more  cattle  and  perhaps  it  may  also  be  useful  to 
provide  the  milk  supply  in  the  city.  But  even  the  very  thought  of  it  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  entertained.  The  Director  who  is  capable  of  doing 
research  work  of  a  superior  quality  has  to  run  up  and  down  the  country 
to  auction  away  an  unserviceable  bull  at  Alwaye  or  to  dispose  off  a  fey/ 
.worthless  spades  and  pickaxes  in  the  Trivandrum  cattle  farm!  It  is  un¬ 
fortunate  that  such  a  talented  agricultural  chemist  should  be  so  cruelly 
weaned  from  the  test  tube  and  the  spirit  lamp.  The  Director  ought 
.occasionally  to  take  the  test  tube.  But  I  am  afraid  it  is  now  too  late 
because  the  gentleman  has  been  out  of  touch  with  it  for  a  long  time. 
I  don’t  think  we  are  going  to  get  the  like  of  him  for  a  long  time  to  come 
so  far  as  scientific  knowledge  is  concerned. 

The  ■  condition  of  ■  the  Department  of  Industries  also  merits 
a  very  careful  enquiry.  The  heritage  of  difficulties  which  fell  to 
the  share  of  the  present  Director  of  Industries  was  hot  small. 
The  initial  mistake  consisted,  as  'several  of  us  have,  observed  on  pre¬ 
vious  occasions,  in  putting  am  inexperienced  man  in  a  situation  which 
required  practical  sagacity,  a  knowledge  of  men  and  affairs,  and  a 
■  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  peculiarities  of  the  country.  A  Vice- 
Principal’s  place  in  the  Training  College  was  found  to  be  unnecessary 
and  the  incumbent  was  sent  to  the  Department  ;of  Industries  with  a 
flourish  of  trftmpets !  The  Industries  Department  has  hitherto  cost  the 
treasury  a  sum  of  about  Bs.  two  lakhs.  With  this  amount  the  salaries  of 
officers  were  being  liberally  disbursed.  The  Government  and  the  de¬ 
partment  are  certainly  interested  in  getting  good  work.  .  But  the  results 
have  not  been  adequate.  A  mass  of  common  .place  information  was 
collected  and  printed  in  the  form  of  an  authoritative  book.  All  manner 
of  fanciful  experts  were  appointed,  .  factories  of  a  description  unneces¬ 
sary  and  unsuited  to  our  conditions  were  started. .  .  Machinery  was  ordered 
and  paid-  for.  .  I  know  of  an  instance  in  which  .the  former  head  of  the 
department  even  suggested  that  the  price  of  the  machinery  might  be 
paid  before  the  work  was  completed.  The  ‘essential  oil’  factory,  the  jag¬ 
gery  factory,  the  pencil  factory,  the  bamboo  dep6tj  the  serewpine  depbt,  the 
apiary  class,  were  all  abolished.  •  The  Government  ultimately  discovered 
that  the  climatic  conditions  of  Travancore  were  unsuited  to:  the  growth 
of  lac  insects  and  the  shellac  section  was  closed.  But  the  climatic  con¬ 
dition  did  not.  affect  during  all  the  years  the  institutions  that  hake  been 
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in  existence.  If  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  department  had  only  taken 
pains  to  learn  this  early  from  those  who  knew  the  conditions’"  of  the 
country,  this  waste  could  have  been  avoided.  During  these  years  of 
doubtful  experiments  and  hypnotised  prosperity,  the  sun  rose  and  set  as 
usual  and  the  officers  of  the  department  counted  the  days  of  the  month 
to  affix  their  signatures  to  the  salary  bills  or  the  acquittance  roll.  They 
were  also  engaged  in  bolstering  up  their  own  achievements.  I  give 
some  samples  taken  from  the  Administration  Reports.  In  the  Admini¬ 
stration  Report  for  1095  wo  come  across  the  following  sentence : 

"Tlio.  attempt  to  introduce  bamboo-wares  to  European  anil  Australian  markets 
proved  successful.” 

Here  is  another  modest  claim  put  forward  by  the  department: 

“Portbo  sale  of  lace  and  embroidery  the  department  succeeded  in  finding  suitable 
markets  in  England,  Belgium  and  Australia.  " 

European  and  American  countries  were  not  ignorant  of  our  wares 
until  the  Travancore  Industrial  Department  showed  them  the  way. 
But  these  fugitive  experiments  have  cost  more  than,  two  lakhs  of  rupees! 
In  the  meantime  exhibitions  on  a  large  scale  were  organised.  Rattan 
wares,  brass  vessels,  superior  laced  cloths,  the  skins  of  tigers  and  chee¬ 
tahs,  and  large  bunches  of  cocoanuts  wore  exhibited  in  neatly  constructed 
ornamental  pandals.  to  the  delectation  of  an  admiring  "world. .  The 
officers  of  .  the  respective  departments  with  assumed  jurisdiction  over 
those  inanimate  objects  appeared  in  grand 'complacence  as  though  all 
the  articles  which  had  been  exhibited  by  the  owners  formed  a  part  of 
the  contribution  made  bv  the  respective  departments  to  'the  cause  of 
civilization.  In  the  same  way  I  feel  sceptical  about  the  'claims  of 
the  Department  of  Industries  to  a  share  of  the  credit  'in  creating  the 
expectations  which  centre  round  the  “  Match  Factory ’’  and  the. 
"Travancore  'Sugars”  which,  however,  has  not  yet  descended  from  the 
ethereal  regions  of  abstraction  to  the  solid  land  of  the  living;  The 
.;  above-mentioned  industries  except  perhaps  the  last  Were  known  to  the 
people  already,  and  the  legitimate  function  of  the  department  ought  to 
be  to  give  suitable  advice  and -financial  assistance  under  certain  con¬ 
ditions.  There  are  a  number  of  qualified  men  with  European  degrees 
vegetating  in  the  head  office  of  the  department  without  the  facility,  for 
doing  useful  work.  They  draw  their  pay  and  indent  upon  the  pleasures 
of  imagination.  Some  of  them  have  told,  me  that  ,  they  have  not  got 
sufficient  work,.  I  raised  this  point  at  the  time  when:  the  budget  was 
discussed  in  1097  and  on  subsequent  occasions.  Government  should 
allot  suffici  ent  funds  to :  turn  these  people  to  good  advantage.  .Fust’  a /■ 
.few  days  ago  I  happened  to  visit  the  School  of  Arts'whors,  I  found  ex- 
cellont  jars  made  of  granite.  ‘  It  was  the  first  time  I  saw  thorn  although 
I  had  already  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  new  process  invented  by  the. 
Chemical  Assistant,  'It  is  a.  pity  that  the  manufacture  of  these  wares 
is  not  extended.  That  is  an  instance  in  which  ah  officer  of  the-  depart- . 

.  iherit  has  justified  his  existence  but  whose  inventive  genius  has /not 
'been  adequately  encouraged.  There  is  no  definite  plan  of  Work  assigned 
‘to/the; specialists./  At  any  rate,  .the  work  ,  done,;  When  scrutinised 
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with  the  help  of  the  Administration  Reports,  does  not  afford  facts  for 
which  the  department  deserves  any  high  congratulation.  If  facilities 
are  not  given  Lto  them  while  they  are  yet  young  and  energetic,  the 
spirit  of  the  lotus-eaters  would  blow  upon  them  and  make  them  what 
they  ought  not  to  be.  I  hope  the  Director  will  tell  the  Council  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  their  work  after  the  point  was  raised -by  mo 
during  the  budget  discussion  in  1097. 


The  Co-operative  Department  is  also  forging  ahead.  „  The  fre¬ 
quent  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Registrar's  office  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  some  dislocation  of  work.  Now  that  we  have  a  competent  man 
properly  trained  in  the  work  be  should  .be  given  sufficient  encourage¬ 
ment  in  men  and  money.  There  is  a  large  number  of  Inspectors  in 
'the  department;  hut  their  salary  is  very  low.  lam  not  at  all  for  lavish¬ 
ing  money  on  any  set  of.  officers  even  if  they  belong  to  the 
Development  Departments.  But  if  the  number  stands,  in  the  way  of 
.granting  them  better  pay  wo  shall  have  to  he  satisfied  with  a  few  well- 
paid  officers. ;  Go-operative  Inspectors  on  circuit  have  struck  me  as  a 
kind  of  forlorn  wayfarers  and  not  as  responsible  and  dignified  officers 
of  Government  entrusted  with  important  duties.  This  is  due  to  the' 

,  circumstance  that  they  have  not  enough  wherewithal  to  maintain  their 
prestige.'  As  it  is  a  pioneer  department,  the  position  and  rank  ,  of  its 
officers  will  weigh  considerably  with  the  people  in  deciding  upon  new 
ventures.  The  figures  furnished  in  the  Administration  Report  for  1097 
raise  certain  interesting  points.  I  find  that,  of  the  .  367  societies  in 
existence  in  1097,  so  many  as.  72  were  for .  JSfairs,  33  for  Christians 
l.for  Malayala  Brahmins,  3  for  Ezhavas,  20  for  Arayans,  13  for.Ghri- 
stian  fisher-folk,  3  for  Vellalas,  28  for  Hindu  and  Christian  Pulayas, 
5  for  Parayas,  1  for  Velans,  and  4  for  artisan  classes.  The  number  of 
.  societies  for  the  depressed  classes  is  said  to  have  risen  from  44  to  66. 
How  are  these  figures  to.  be  explained  ?  ,  The  Christian,  community .  in 
Travancore  is  a  very  enterprising  community  always .  prepared  to  take 
time  by  the  forelock  and  work  for  material  welfare.  But  I  find  that 
so. far  as  the  co-operative  department  is  concerned  a  different  tale  is 
told  in  the  authorised  Administration  Reports.  In  1097  there  were 
72  societies  for  Nairs  while  there  were  32  for  Christians.  I  do  not 
know  what  is  the  root- cause  of  that.  Possibly  it  is  because  the  officers 
have  been  working  more  among  the  classes  .which  ought  to  show  some 
more  enthusiasm,  in  these  matters.  Anyhow  I  do  not  quite' -understand 
that.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  societies  receive  help  from  the  Central 
Bank  only  to  the  extent  of/ Rs.  96,0.00  or.  nearly  8J  per  cent,  of  the 
total  amount  lent  by  them.  Classified  according  to  the  purpose  for 
which  the  loan  was  given,  Rs.  1,33,000  was  for  productive  purposes, 
and  one  lakh  for  non-productive  purposes.  The  increase  in  the.  loans 
for  productive  purposes  and  the  preference  displayed  for  short  term 
Joans  arc  noteworthy  and  encouraging  features, 


flOMMIIMB  FOB  DE  VELOPMENT  DEPARTMENTS.  116 

I  have  attempted  to  satisfy  the  House  that  in  the  various  Develop¬ 
ment  Departments  there  have  been  uncertainty,  indecision,  waste,  and 
an  amount  of  chronic  difficulty  in  coping  with  the  vital  problems.  The 
question  of  funds  has  also  been  insuperable.  A  thorough  enquiry  is 
therefore  absolutely  necessary.  Financial  forecasts  for  a  term  of  years 
should  be  made  before  a  settled  plan  of  working  the  Development 
Department's  may  be  adopted.  We  should  first  of  all  know  where  we 
stand,  measure  our  strength  and  then  undertake  suitable  projects.  At 
present  the  Development  Departments  have  their  spheres  cribbed  and 
confined,  each  of  them  being  content  to  keep  the  show  going  without 
cleai' ideas  of  harmonious  co-ordination.  The  Economic  Development 
Board  is  a  more  comprehensive  organisation  though,  its  work  is  less 
intensive.  But  that  also  is  inadequate.  The  function  of  the  committee 
that  I  propose  is  broader  and  more  general.  The  committee  should 
have  the  authority  to  lay .  down  the  principle  while  the  Economic 
iJevelopment  Board  and  the  various,  departments  should  do  the  work 
in  the  manner  prescribed.  Experts'  and  laymen  will  have  to  be  re¬ 
presented  in  the  committee,  which,  however,  should  not  be  unwieldy. 
The  rectification  of  past  mistakes  as  far  as  possible,  and  the  laying  down 
of  a  safe  and  suitable  course  for  the  future  should  be  its  paramount, 
function.  This  should  be  done  after  a  thorough  investigation  of  present 
conditions  and  a  study  of  the  past  as  a  guide  to  the  future. 

Sir,  we  have  now  got  all  the  usual  exhibits  in  the  show  of  agricul¬ 
tural  and  industrial  development.  No  modern  State  can  be  without 
them  all  for  purposes  of  use  no  less  than  to  feed  the  imagination.  An. 
esteemed  friend  of  mineon.ee  told  me  that  States  do  have  to  main¬ 
tain  all  the  different  Development  Departments  in  the  same  manner  as: 
the  .heads  of  certain  Hindu  religious  organisations  are  obliged  to  main¬ 
tain  elephants,  palanquins,  horses  and  camels  to  show  off  their  great¬ 
ness.  But  it  is  better,  rationally  speaking,  to  do  away  with  these  poor 
animals  than  keep  them  half-starved  and  emaciated.  I  do  not  believe 
in  the  usual  excuse  of  want  of  funds,  A  way  should  be  made,  if  one 
cannot  be  found,  which  will  enable  us  to  obtain  the  money  required. 

I  thought  it  desirable  to  discuss  this  question  in  order  to  secure 
the  economic  welfare  of  the  people  as  well  as  a  strong  financial  position 
for  the  Government.  Political  and  social  justice  is  the  essential  condition 
of  material  and  moral  development.  Inequality  of  income  is  both  the 
cause  and- the  result  of  a  had  system  of  economic  development  .The 
relations  between  the.  fiscal  system  and  the  state  of  industrial  and  com¬ 
mercial  prosperity  are  reciprocal  and  intimate.'  In  the  first  place  ' 
taxation,  whether  direct  or  indirect,  should  be  according  to  the  veal 
capacity  of  those  u  ho  are  to  pay  the  contribution. 

.  PRESIDENT ;  .  We  are  not  discussing  finance. 

Mb,  T.  K.  .yELU  PILLA1  •  ( Tniandru:n  cum  tfediuHangad) :  I 
am  referring  to  that  to  show  the  connection  between  taxation  and  in¬ 
dustrial  prosperity.  I  am  not  referring  to  it  in  any  detail. . 

;  PRESIDENT.:  .Finance 

■  iratioa,;/;;;  .;  /.  D;: ’. •  y  [  '' 
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Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tnmndnm  cum  Neclmmngad)', 
Yes ;  it  is  essential  for  industrial  prosperity  also.  An  industry  can 
thrive  only  when  the  taxation  system  is  proper  and  equitable  and  cm 
stand  the  test  of  reason.  • 

PRESIDENT :  You  are  raising  a  numb  larger  issue  than  is  con. 
tem plated  by  the  resolution. 

Mil.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  Cl  r'ucuulmm  cum  Nedumanyait)-, 
The  wider  issue  is  necessary  for  a  proper  consideration  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  but  I  do  not  want  to  dilate  upon  that.  Historical  accidents 
should  not  be  allowed  to  press  down  on  those  who  are  suffering ‘from 
the  sins  of  a  bad  system.  According  to  the  present  arrangements  the 
individual  who  makes  less  than  Rs.  2,000  a  year  from  trade. need  not 
pay  income-tax.  The  rich  man  has  not  to  pay  more  for  his  salt  ami 
his  matches  than  the  poor  man.  But  land  revenue  is  like  a  tyrant  who 
.would  not  permit  any  One,  however  fragile,  to  escape  his  hard  grip. 
The  cultivator  may  have  no  food  for  himself  and  his  children,  he  may 
have  no  lamp  to  dear  up  the.  terrors  of  darkness,  he  may  not  have  a 
'splisiter  of  fire- wood  with  which,  he  may  warm  himself  in  a  cold  night, 
but  the  Revenue  Recovery  Act  and  the  'authority  of  the  Proverthicar 
would  not  excuse  him.  We  have  been  reminded  that  on  an  average  a 
Travancorean  has  only  10  cents  of  land  where  he  may  cultivate  paddy. 
Therefore  the  necessity  of  finding  other  occupations  is  all' the  greater. 
The  Director  of  Public  Instruction  took  a  definite  attitude  yesterday 
when  he  said  that  no  kind  of  vocational  instruction  might  be  imparted 
to  boys  or  girls  in  our  schools.  The  Director,  Sir,  is  a  good  classical 
scholar  who  has  been  responsible  for  creating  a  literary  taste  among 
his  students.  .  ■  But  a  gentleman  who  always  rides  on  Pagasus  and 
quenches  his  thirst  at  Parnassus  would  not  be  able  to  comprehend  tlie 
.  condition  of  a  people  who  go  without  food,  who  have  nothing  useful  to 
do,  and  who  are  miserable  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  life.  I  fear,  Sir, 
that  the  point  raised"  by  Mr.  Hodgson  was  nothing  more  than  a  battle 
of  words.  I  am  referring  to  this  to  show  that  in'  considering  the  ques 
tion  of  industrial  regeneration  the  connection  of  industrial  activity  with 
the  kind  of-  education  imparted  in  our  schools  is  a  very  important  one 
which  may  be  always  kept  in  view  --a  -question which  should  come  within 
the  purview  of  the  proposed  committee.  ..  -  ,' 

PRESIDENT  ;  -Your  time  is  up  -; ,  you  have  already:  -taken  140' 
minutes.  ':  ' 

Mb.  T.  K.  yELH  PILLAI  (T'/vh’Uinh’/ifh  duin  Neduuianyad)  ;  I 
beg  your  pardon.  I  shall  be  very  brief.-'  "  ; 

Sir,  I  have  got  an  extract  which  is  rather  long :  which I have  taken 
irom  the  'Dictionary  of  Education.  : ,  It  gives  the  history  of  manual  train¬ 
ing  in  different  countries.  /  There  is  absolutely  nothing  to. -prevent  -us 
from  introducing .  weaving, :  cooking-,  ,  spade-work*  house  yeifery,  and 
similar  subjects  in  onr  schools.  ’  , 

Mr.  L.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  '-/^.fwieih'djiJ.'T'-May-I. 
know  whether  he  means  schools  of  genwal  or  technical  educatibhl',;1  V 
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Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum,  cum  Neduinmgad ) :  In 
schools  of  general  education,  for  one  period  a  day,  some  useful  handi¬ 
craft  maybe  taught,  and  it  will  not  collide  with  the  jurisdiction  of 
manual  training.  ;Mr.  Hodgson  tells  us  that  manual  training  and 
vocational  instruction  are  essentially  dissimilar  in  object  and  method. 
Mr.  Hodgson  tells  us  that  it  is  his  own  opinion  and  he  is  unable  to 
refer  to  any  published  work  of  authority.  Sir,  books  do  count  in 
courts  of  law  and  legislative  councils  and  I  do  not  apprehend  a  contra¬ 
diction  from  one  who  has  spent  the  best  part  of  his  life  among  books. 

I  maintain,  Sir,  that  vocational  education  is  very  closely  related  to. 
manual  training,  and  though  they  may  not  both  be  of  the  same  species; 
they  are  at  least  of  the  same  genus.  The  Travancore  authority  on 
manual  training,  the  one  admitted  to  be  such  by  Mr.  Hodgson  him¬ 
self,  has  very  often  emphasised  the  usefulness  of  teaching  rattan  work 
in  schools.  The  evidence  of  the  expert  is  conclusive,  at  any  rate, 
against  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  who  has  deliberately  ac¬ 
cepted  his  authority. 

Mb.  L.  C.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Public  Instruction ):  May  I 
explain  myself  in  regard  to  this  point?  Mr.  Green  certainly  advocated 
rattan  work  and  I  advocated  its  teaching  ;  but  it  was  not  for  its  being 
sold  in  the  market,  but  for  the  students  knowing  the  manufacture.  , 

'  '  .  Mb.  T.  K.  VELD  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
shall  make  my  position  clearer  still.  I  want  the  boys  and  girls  in  the 
schools  to  learn  these  so  that  when  they  go  out  of  the  schools  they 
may  make  some  profit.  I. do  not  want  then:  to  make  any  profit  while 
at  school.  ■  ■ 

.  Mb.  A.  H 0 0 G  E W E B F  (Nominated) :  I  beg  to  .know  .  from. 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  whether  rattan-making  is  being  taught  in  these  schools? 

Mb.  '  T.  K.  VELD  PILLAI  ( Trkmulrmn  cum  Neulumangad) : 
That  is  a  question  which  may  be  put  to  the  Director  of  Public  Instruc¬ 
tion  as  he  is  in  charge  of  the  department. 

•  PBBSIDBNT :  He  cannot  put.  it  to  him  now.  .  .The  Director  of  . 
Public  Instruction  is  not  in  possession  of  the  House.  . 

Mu.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tri  nmJrnm  cum  N  r-'inmaugad) : 

I  mean  when  the  Director  begins  to  talk- 

It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  inconsistency,  no  incompatibility  ^between- 
general  instruction  and  vocational,  training,  •  A  fewmontMago  I  read: 
a  book  on  the.  defence  of  classical  education  by  Mr.  Livingstone  of  the 
Belfast  University  and  I  learnt  from  it:  that  the  Gerniah  boy  who  is  more 
careful  of  the.  things  of  this  world  than  anyone  else ^ As  made  to  .  learn 
Greek  and  Latin  along  with  German,  and  that  classical  edncation!does 
make  him.  a  better  artisan.  Culture  of  any  kind,  Sir,  is  not  possible 
..without  food,  and  if  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  hopes  that  the 
seeds  he  is  sowing  should  sprout,  that  Eahuttachau  and  Kalidasa  and-. 
.Shakespeare  should  be  read  by  future  generations,  I  venture  to  tell  him- 
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that  poverty  should  be  assuaged  as  a  kind  of  condition  precedent  to  fur¬ 
ther  welfare.  We  talk  of  the  elevation  of  the  depressed  classes.  _  It  is 
a  legitimate  and  a  proper  object.  But  let  us  not  confine  pur  attention  to 
those  alone  whose  ancestors  were  depressed  and  destitute  of  means  of 
livelihood.  Let  us  also  take  a  thought  after  the  depressed  classes  of  the 
future.  Charity  is  most  deservedly  our  household  divinity,  but  we 
should  not  permit  poverty  to  develop  into  a  household  curse.  ‘‘The 
shallow  rich,"  said  Bagehot.  “talk  much  of  the  turbulence  of  the  poor  and 
their  tendency  to  agitate.  But  it  is  the  patience  of  the  poor  that  most 
strikes  those  who  know  them."  There  is  no  justification  for  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  not  attempting  to  assure  every  individual  member  of  the  State 
a  reasonable  chance  of  earning  his  livelihood. 

Henry  IY  of  France  is  reported  to  have  said  that  every  peasant 
should  have  a  fowl  in  his  pot.  And  the.  great  Englishman  whose  cele¬ 
brated  powers  ■  of  oratory  were  equalled  only  by  his  militant  philan¬ 
thropy,  Edmund  Burke,  who  gave  the  full  reins  to  his  benevolence  in 
pleading  the  case  of  the  helpless  Indians-,  modified  this  famous  statement 
and  observed  that  every  peasant  in  India  should  have  rice  in  his  pot. 

.  That,  Sir,  is  the  object  which  the  Government  should  strive  for.  There 
.  is  a  belief  among  Hindus  that  a  person’s  soul  will  be  happy  in  Heaven  so 
long  as  bis  good  reputation  lasts  in  this  world.  The  western  saying, 
“the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of  God”,  is  equally  eloquent.  It  is 
this  history  recorded  in  a  people's  heart  that  should  he  the  endeavour 
of  our  development  officers  to  create,  and  not  the  ephemeral  promo¬ 
tions  and  formal  appreciation  in  administration  reports, 

"  It  is  in  this  spirit  that  I  expect  the  Development  Departments  to 
perform  their  functions.  There  is  no  compartmental  system  in  pursuing 
the  Work  of  nation-building.  .  It  is  the  mutual  integration  of  the  various  - 
departments  that,  this  Council  ought  to  visualise.  A  system  of  co-ordi¬ 
nation,  a  clear  conception  of  ..a  good  porgramme  of  work,  a  reasonable 
capacity  to  forecast  results  in  the  light  of  the  possible  development  of 
society — these  are  the' factors  which  should  he  appreciated  by  all  the 
Development  Departments.  The  committee  which  I  advocate  should 
.  have  functions  distinct  and  separate  from  those  of  the  various  Develop¬ 
ment  Departments,  Its  sphere  should  be  different  from  the  Economic 
Development  Board.  The  committee  is  intended  fora  higher  purpose- 
Its  main  duty  should  be  to  verify  the  .  results  that,  have  been  already 
.-achieved  and  to  take  stock  of  our  present'  economic  situation,  with  its  eye, 

.  towards  the.  dawn  of  the  future  with  a  telescope  which  can  be  , turned  up' 
-  and  down,  with  a  memory  of  the  past  and  an  imagination  fertile  and 
..reliable  enough  to  fix  .  the  constellations  in  the  social  and  economic 
■  firmament  of  the  future.  I  .  trust  that  the  resolution  will  meet  with 
■-the  kind  approval  of  the  House- 

Mb.  0.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (XoUamlutm  cmn  Kun~ 
nyifar)'-  ;".i  second  the,  resolution. . 
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Mr.  G.  SANKARA  MEN ON  [Quilon]  :  Sir,  I  beg  to  support 
the  resolution  moved  by  Mr,  Velu  Pillai,  and  I  wish  to  make  a  few 
observations.  When  the  Government  sanctioned  the  industrial  survey 
of  the  State  at  the  eleventh  session  of  the  Sri  Mnlam  Popular  Assembly,, 
wo  entertained  Very  great  hopes  that  valuable  information  would  be 
available  to  the  Government  to  develop  the  industries  of  the  State- 
But  the  report  that  was  published  after  three  years  of  waiting  was  a 
sad  disappointment.  The  information  supplied  therein  was  inaccurate 
and  copied  from  Government  publications  issued  twenty  years  before. 
The  subsequent  achievements  of  the  officers  of  the  Industries  Depart¬ 
ment  were  as  unsatisfactory  as  the  previous  ones.  No  organised  effort 
to  develop  the  existing  industries  or  to  introduce,  new  ones  Iras  been 
made  by  them.  No  comprehensive  and  definite  scheme  of  industrial 
policy  has  been  planned  by  them.  The  only  achievement,  during  a 
long  career  of  about  four  or  five  years,  was  probably  the  sending  o"t 
of  three  or  four  students  to  England  and  the  publication  of  a  few 
bulletins,  which  are  more  or  less  extracts  from  the  Enenolojtasdm 
BHtannim  or  the  articles  from  the  Fauna  awl  Flora  of  Travail- 
core.  From  the  address  of  the  Dewan  to  the  Sri  Mulam 
Popular  Assembly  during  the  last  two  years,  it  is  seen  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  recognised  that  the  work  of  the  department  was  not  satis¬ 
factory.  The  Dewan  devoted  a  large  portion  of  his  address  to  the  work  of 
this  department.  Tire  students  who  have  been  sent  to  England  for 
training  have  returned.  The  Dewan,  no  doubt,  foreshadowed  the  work 
that  was  to  be  done  by  these  students.  In  that  address  too,  I  do  not  find 
any  comprehensive  scheme  of  industrial  policy  laid  down  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  Of  course,  students  who  are  deputed  to  specialise  in  certain  indu¬ 
stries  will  have  to  do  some  work.  I  refer  to  these  matters  because 
previously  also  some  students  were  sent  to  specialise  themselves  in 
geology.  Those  students  produced  no  tangible  benefit  to  the  country. 
All  that  I  now  want  the  attention  of  tho  Government  to  be  drawn  to 
is  the  fact  that  the  officers  of  the  department  have  no  ex¬ 
perience.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  got  the  talent  or  even 
the  desire  to  improve  the  industrial  condition  of  Travancore.  But, 
at  any  rate,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  see  that  persons 
who  have  got  sufficient  experience  are  appointed  for  compiling 
a  comprehensive  scheme  of  industrial  regeneration  of  the  country, 
Unless  the  services  of  these  students  are  properly  utilised  to  the  best  ■ 
advantage  of  the  country,  the  tax-payers’  money  spent  upon  theta  will 
not  be  of  any  use.  Therefore,  it  appears  to  me,  Sir,  that  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  department  requires  careful  consideration  at  the  hands 
of  the  Government. 

The  activities  of  the'  .Co-operative  Department  also  arc  far 
from  satisfactory.  The  attitude,  of  tho  .Government,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  has  not  been  Very  encouraging,  -  at  any  rate,  -till  a  few 
years  ago.  During  the  last  four  or  five  years  there  Were  four  .or  five 
officers  to  preside  over  that  department.  The  Officers  who  were  trained 
iqr  this  purpose  do”  not  remain  long  in  that  department  to  enable  them 
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to  do  any  useful  work.  There  was  no  sufficient  co-ordination  between 
the  various  departments  relating'  to  the  development  ol:  the  country. 
This  aspect  of  the  matter  should  engage  the  attention  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  who  should  make  this  institution  useful  to  the  people.  The 
department  has  not  taken  firm  root  in  the  country.  Whether  it  is  due 
to  the  fact  I  mentioned  or  not  I  do  not  know.  It  is  capable  of  further 
improvement  and  the  attention  of  the  Government  may  be  directed  to 
.  that.  For  these  and  other  reasons,  I  urge  that  a  committee  ought  to  be 
appointed  and  the  whole  question  should  be  investigated  and  a  definite 
and  comprehensive  scheme  should  be  laid  down. 

'  Mr.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  (Conservator  of  Forest*)  :  Sir, 
the  mover  of  the  resolution  has  placed  a  big  order  in  recommending, 
the  appointment  of  a'  committee  to  go  into  the  question  of  the  work¬ 
ing  of  the  various  departments,  including  the  Forest,  Agriculture, 
Industries  and  the  Co-operative  Departments. 

Mb.  T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trioaiidmm  cum  Nedumaiigmi) :  ■ 
I  have-no  objection  to  include  other  departments.  - 
;■  y  Mr.  R.-.DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Paresis)  :  Sir,  with 
regard  to  the  Forest  Department,  about  which  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  was 
speaking1  rather  at  length,  I  have  to  say  that  some  of  .the  criticisms 
which  he  has  advanced  are  to  some  extent  true.  But.  personally  speak¬ 
ing,  it  is  a  department  which  cannot  be  improved  all  on  a  sudden.  In 
reviewing  the  administration  of  the  Forest  Department  one  has  to  bear 
;  in  mind  that  results  can  be  had  only  after  the  lapse  of  a  long  time. 
Works  connected  with  sylviculture,  conservancy  and  protection  do  not 
immediately  show  their  results.  The  success  or  otherwise  of  a  forest 
area  managed  systematically  under  working  plans  will  he  discernible 
only  after  a  long  interval  of  years. 

^  Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  [Trivandrum  cum  Nedumaugad) : '  I- 
wish  to  know  how' much  money  was  spent  for  cultural  operations  in 
the  forests  during  1098. 

'  Mb,  ;  ANdJEOTi-  ’’  PILL  AI  '(Coimroaior  oj  Forests)  :  J 

must  look  at  the  .figures.  Does  the  member  want,  the  information  just 
now-?  -  \  .  ■  -  ■ 

Mb.  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 

do  not  want  exact  figures.  I  want  only  some  idea  of  it. 

Mr.  E.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests)  :  In¬ 
cluding  plantations  it  will  conic  to  about  Rs. -15,000. 

Mr.  T.  K'.  VELU  PILLAI  (T  rivandrum  cum  Kedumangady  yin- 
eluding  teak  plantations  V  -  , 

■;  Mr.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  (.Conservator  i>f  Forests):  About 
Es.  50,000.  y 

I  have  taken  the  work  of  a  period  of  thirty  years  to  show  what  the 
development  has  been  in,  this  department.  Thirty  years  ago  nobody 
knew'  anything  about  the  forests  of  the  State,  'They  had  no  idea  as  to 
what  the  extent  of  the  land  was,  and  what  resources  it  contained 
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In  1886,  Mr.  Bourdillon  was  appointed  as  special  officer  to  make  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  forests  of  the  State,  “to  mark  and  define 
the  tracts  which  should  be  permanently  reserved,  and  to  submit  a  report 
on  their  resources,  etc.”  The  report  was  submitted  by  him  after  doing 
three  years’  work,  and  that  gave  an  idea  of  the  resources  of  the  forests 
Prior  to  the  year  1068,  there  was  no  forest  law  or  regulation  to  legalise 
reservation  of  forests,  to  regularise  the  extraction  of  timber,  and  to 
punish  offences  connected  with  forest  crimes.  Regulation  II  was 
passed  in  thatjear,  and  rules  were  also  framed  under  it.  They  were 
amended  as  necessity  arose.  With  the  passing  of  this  Begulation,  the 
department  entered  on  another  stage  of  development,  and  the  reser¬ 
vation  of  forest  areas  was  taken  up  immediately.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  1068,  the  area  of  the  forests  brought  under  reservation  was  1,433 
square  miles.  In  1078,  the  area  under  this  category  came  to  1,G53  square 
miles  ;  at  the  end  of  1088  and  1098— the  last  two  decades — the  areas  were 
2,337  and  2,381  square  miles  respectively. 

»  Simultaneously  with  the  reservation  of  forests,  the  demarcation  of 
these  reserves  was  also  taken  up.  It  was  not  only  necessary  that  the 
forest  areas  should  be  reserved  but  that  the  areas  should  be  demarcated, 
so  that  trespassers  might  be  punished  and  the  Government  might  know 
exactly  what  their  forest  area  was.  This  work  was  taken  up  subsequently. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
For  how  many  years  in  the  past  has  this  demarcation  work  been  going 

°n'  Mr.  E.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  (Conse-rvator  of  Forests):  The 
volume  of  work  we  have  had  to  do  was  rather  large.'  The  work  was 
taken  up  in  right  earnest  only  after  the  time  of  Dewan  Rama  Row, 
■i.  e.,  after  1063,  and  we  have  now  nearly  finished  the  work.  The 
work  was  not  begun  before  1068.  The  total  number  of  square  miles 
demarcated  to  the  end  of  1078  was  266  ;  693,  to  the  end  of  1088  ;  and 
1022,  to  the  end  of  1098.  We  have  only  about  123  square  miles  to  be 
demarcated. 

With  the  reservation  of  areas  and  their  demarcation,  the  next  step 
to  be  undertaken  was  the  preparation  of  working  plans  to  regulate  the 
removal  of  timber  according  to  the  capacity  of  the  forests.  At  first,  it  was 
thought  that  regular  working  plans,  prepared  with  great  details  at  con¬ 
siderable  cost,  would  be  required  for  working  our  forests.  But,  later  on, 
experience  showed  that  with  the  changed  condition  of  the  timber 
market,  and  the  introduction  of  more  species  into  the  market,  the  work- . 
ing  plans  required  revision.  It  was  found  that  the  Cost  involved  in  the 
preparation  of  elaborate  working  plans  was  rather  too  much,  and  that 
they  did  not  satisfy  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  required. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad):  I 
wish  to  know  how  much  money  was  spent  in  the  preparation* of  detailed 
working  plans.  ‘  ... 

Mr.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  {Conservator  of  Forests)  :  About 
Rs,  60,000, 
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It  has  now  been  decided  to  have  only  simple  working  schemes  for 
the  present.  The  areas  for  which  regular  working  plans  have  been 
sanctioned  and  for  which  simple  working  schemes  have  been  prepared 
at  the  end  of  each  decade  are  shown  below  : 

1068  No  regular  working  plan.  No  simple  working  scheme. 

1078  Do-  Do.  « 

1088  Regular  working  plans  for  Do. 

.  77  sq.  miles. 

1098  Do.  for  750  sq.  miles.  Simple  working  schemes  % 
836  sq.  miles. 

For  the  year  1098,  detailed  working  plans  for  750  square  miles  were 
available,  while  for  an  area  of  336  square  miles  simple  working  schemes 
were  also  prepared. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  period  under  review,  the  removal  arid 
disposal  of  timber  and  forest  produce  were  carried,  out  most  unsys¬ 
tematically.  Consumers  generally  met  their  requirements  by  taking  out 
perfhits  for  what  timber  they  required  on  payment  of  the  then  existiug 
seigniorage  rates  which  were  not  fixed  with  any  reference  to  the  de¬ 
mand  or  market  conditions.  Every,  one  armed  with  such  a  permit 
could  gain  access  to  the  reserves  and  remove  what  he  required.  There 
was  neither  the  system  of  marking  nor  other  efficient  control  over  re¬ 
movals,  and  much  of  the  privilege  was  abused.  This  permit  system  was 
abolished  , in-  1076.  The  timber  worked  down  through  the  contract 
agency  to  the  depots — which  were  rather  limited  in  number — consisted 
chiefly  of  teak  and  blackwood.  These  were  sold  on  a  monopoly  system 
to  one  purchasing  firm  of  Bombay,  which  had  thereby  the  control  of  the 
market  in  their  hands.  Junglewood  species  had  very  little  demand, 
npr  were  they  worked  down  to  our.  depfits,  and  no  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  demand  of  foreign  markets  for  these  species.  The  monopoly  - 
with  the  Bombay  firm  was  abolished  in  the  year  1087.  From  that 
year  the  department  began  to  seek  foreign  markets  and  take  the  best 
advantage  of  them.  Royal  trees  as  well  as  juugiewoods  were  worked 
down  both  by  departmental  agency  aDd  under  the  contract  system. 
Markets  were  created  for  species  till  then  unmarketable  or  for  which 
no  demand  existed. . .  After  a  time,  as  an  experimental  measure,  timber 
coupes  were  marked  out  in  forest  areas  and  sold  for  lump  sums  at  auc¬ 
tions,  but  it  was  found  that  owing  to  the  incoriect  valuation  of  tree 
growth  and  the  competition  of  coupe  purchases  in  timber  trade,  the 
departmental.revenue  was  prejudicially  affected  and  depot  sales  were 
greatly  interfered  with.  The  coupe  sale  system  was  therefore  given  up 
and,  at  present,  the  system  of  extraction  and  disposal  has  been 
thoroughly’  systematised. 

During  the  last  decade  or  so,  the  department  has  been  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  restrict  the  felling  and  removal  of  royal  trees  as  far  as  possible 
except  from  private  lands,  and  more  attention  is  being  bestowed  upon  the 
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working  down  and -utilisation  of  inferior  species  which  were,  in  days  past, 
considered  to  be  of  no  value  whatever.  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  has  been  alluding 
to  the  fact  that  only  royal  trees  were  being  worked  from  the  forest  and 
he  referred  to  the  Administration  Beport  of  1082.  It  is  a  fact  that  in 
1082,  and  even  for  a  period  of  six  years  or  so,  the  working  of  timber  has 
been  mostly  confined  to  teak  and  blackwood.  Consequently,  reference 
was  made  to  this  in  the  Administration  Beport.  In  1097,  we  put  a  stop 
to  the  removal  of  teak  and  other  royal  trees  from  inside  the  reserves,  and 
the  extraction  was  confined  mostly  to  the  areas  outside  the  reserves,  as  we 
wanted  to  introduce  into  the  market  other  species  for  which  hitherto 
there  was  no  sale  or  demand. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangud) : 
Does  the  department  allow  the  owners  of  registered  lands  where 
old  blackwood  and  other  royal  trees  are  standing,  to  cut  and 
ifiake  use  of  them  ? 

Mr.  E.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  {Conservator  of  Forests}  :  The 
Government  have  a  claim  for  about  ball'  the-  net  profit  on  those 
trees.  If  the  owners  would  pay  the'  kiulivila  on  these  royal  trees,  they 
can  remove  them. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum,  cum  Nediuhangad ) : 
May  I  know  how  many  cubic  feet  of  teak  and  how  many  cubic  feot  of 
blackwood  were  so  used  by  the  people  ? 

PBESIDENT :  You  mean — “  permitted  to  be  extracted  by  the 
owners  themselves?” 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum cum.  Nedumangad) : 
Permitted  to  be  extracted  and  used.  I  want  the' quantity. 

MB.  B.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  {Conservator  of  Forests)  :  It  is 
not  possible  to  give  that  quantity  now. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  --{Trivandrum  cum  Nedimaugad) : 
Shall  I  have  an  idea  of  the  price  of  the  timber  which  has  been  used 
bona  Me  ? 

-  PBESIDENT  :  You  mean  the  value  of  the  trees  removed  ?  Pgr  . 

which  year  do  you  want  the  information ‘A 

Mb.  T.  Ii.  VELU  PILLAI .  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad); 
For  1097  and  1098.  I  want  only  a  rough  idea.  :  :  V 

Mr.  B.  DHAN  UKOTI  PILLAI  {Conservator  of  Forests) :  It  may 
come  to  about  Bs.  3,000.  _ 

In'  the  earlier  days  of  the  period  under,  review  cotjfonwpod. 
and  chini  were  the  only  softwood  species  mostly,  in  demand  by 
consumers,  and  these  fetched  on  an .  ;  average,  only  Bs.  4  to 
Bs.  4J  per  candy.  Not  only  have  the  prices  of  these  species  come 
up  to  about  Bs.  8  to  Bs-  9  per  candy,  hut  other  '  species^  such  as 
Anjili,  Kulaxnavu,  etc.,  have  also  been,  tried  and  found  suitable  and 
now  fetch  almost  similar  rates.  Besides  these,  innumerable  other 
softwood  species  have,  been  tested,  to  ascertain  their  suitability  for 
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matches,  wood  pulp,  etc.,,  and  they  are  being  gradually  used,  for  these 
purposes  and  even  bamboo  and  other  reeds  are  now  largely,  in  demand 
for  paper,  making-^manufacture  of  matches,  etc.  The  average  revenue 
derived  from  the  sale  of  timber  and  other  forest  produce  during  the 
three  decades  will -give  an  idea  of  the  progress  the  department  has  been 
making, 


Animal  murage  reemue 
from  timber. 


Average  annual  revenue 
from  other  products. 
29,751 
,  6,55,720 
1,36,029  .  . 


1068  1078  ...  4,75,988 

1079—1088  ...  7,34,743 

1089—1098  ...  11,79,598 

The  gross  revenue  secured  by  the 
three  decades  stands  thus : — 

1069—1078  ... 

■  1079—1088 
1089-1098 


department  during  each  of  (he 

Be.  5,37,904 
Es.  8,43,230 
Es,  1,40,057 


If  we  take  the  average  annual  net  revenue,  that  also  shows  a  steady 
increase.  The  following  are  the  figures — 

1069—1078  ....  Es.  2,11,425 

1079—1088  ...  Es,  2,68,143 

1089  1098  ...  Es.  6,20,052 


PRESIDENT  :  You  mean  the  net  revenue '! 


.•  Mb.  E.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  (Conservator  of  Forests)  ;  Yes; 
the  average  net  revenue.  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  has  been  referring  to  the 
fluctuation  of  revenue  for  a  few  years.  It  is  not  possible  for  the  depart¬ 
ment  to  equalise. the  revenue  every  year. 

The  timber  that  is  worked  down  in  one  year  may  or  may  not  be 
sold  and  apart  from  this  the  revenue  realised  depends  on  several  other 
factors.  Bor  instance,  in  1097,  it  was  Es.  5  lakhs  and  in  1098  it  was 
Es.  3J  lakhs.  The  revfenue. realised  in  1097  was  greatly  on  account  of 
the  supply’  of'sleepers  to  the  South  Indian  Bailway  Company.  But  in 
1098  no  sleeper  supply  was  undertaken,  while  a  large  quantity  of  the 
resulting  material  from  the  conversion  of  sleepers  was  brought  into  the 
depdt  for  which,  owing  kr  the  dullness  of  the  market,  there  was  no 
demand. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  : 
•Was  the  sleeper  supply  taken  up  by  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of 
forest  conservation  or  for  making  a  profit  ? 

Mb.  B.' DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  {Conservator  of  Forests):  After 
the  conclusion  of  the  Armistice  there  was  no  great  demand  for  timber. 
Prices  were  also  steadily  going  down.  It  was  as  a  tentative  measure 
that  the  supply  of  sleepers  to.  the  railway  company  was  undertaken. 
Personally  I  am  not  in  favour  of  sleeper  supply  to  the  railway 
company.  It  was  mostly  to,  .find  a  sale  for  the  timber .  and  also  to 
realise-  the  value  immediately  that  we  undertook  the  sleeper  supply. 
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The  percentage  of  the  amount  spent  on  conservancy  works  will 
give  a  fair  idea  of  the  works  of  improvement  done  and  the  consequent 
development  of  the  forests.  The  following  averages  furnish  an 
index  in  this  direction:  -■ 

» 1.0(59 — 1078  ...  Rs.  2,50,416 

1079—1088  ...  Rs.  4,38,234 

1089—1098  ...  Es.  5,21,279 

Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  also  said  that  we  were  not  spending  sullicient 
money  on  communication.  He  further  added  that  many  of  the  roads 
opened  at  great  cost  were  lying  idle. 

PRESIDENT  :  He,  did  not  say  ‘  idle. ' 

Mr.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  (Consenatvr  of  Forests)  :  As 
regards  the  Parappar  road,  it  is  being  used  even  now. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU'  PILLAI  (7 'riaualntn  cum  Nedumangad)'. 
Parappar  is  not  a  road  but  it  is  a  bridge. 

Mr.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests)  : 

I  mean  the  road  leading  to  the  Parappar  bridge.  But  1  do  not  know 
where  he  got  this  information  from. 

Mr.  T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (: Trimmlru cum  Nediunangad) :  If 
ho  puts  a  question  I  am  prepared  to  answer . 

PRESIDENT  :  He  is  only  contradicting  your  statement.  .  He  is 
not  putting  a  question. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trica'/uirum  cum  Nedumangad )  : 
Then  he  must  not  say  that. 

PRESIDENT:  He  does  not  put  you  a  question.  He  wonders 
where  you  should  have  got  that  information. 

Me.  E.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  {Conner  mtor. of  Forests?:  The 
road  at  Aiyappankoil  is  also  being  used  every  year  and  the  maintenance 
of  that  is  being  met  from  the  Public  Works  Department.  With,  regard  to 
the  Channakkaman  road,  the  Mica  Company  undertook  the  repair  of  this 
road.  But  somehow  or  other  the  mine  did  not  work,  and  the  road  cut 
up  by  them  was  left  as  such.  The  matter  has  been  reported  to  the 
Government.  At  present  we  are  not  doing  any  timber  extraction  .  that 
side,  and  so  there  is  no  immediate  urgency  to  repair  it. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  riLLAI  ( 'Trivandrum  cum  Nedunmngad)'. 
May  I  know  why  the  road  was  handed  over  to  the  Mica  Company  ? 

Mr.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  {Corner  outer  of.  Forests) :  When' 
they  started  work  they  undertook  to  keep  the- road  in. good  condition. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedtimangad)  : 
Does  the  department  hand  over  roads  to  other  companies? 

Me.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  {Conservator  tif  Forests)'.  .  At  the 
time  the  mica  mine  started  work  there  were  no  culverts.  -  The  Company 
wanted  to  keep  the  -road  in  a  better  Condition.  :  With  this  idea  they  cut 
up  the  road-  for  constructing  culverts,  but  the  company  did  not  work, 
and  so  the  road  was  left  in  the  same  condition.'  Now  they  have 
taken  steps  to  improve  the  road.  With  regard  to  the  Kuttanpuzha 
road,  it  is  in  good  order. 
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Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (: Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
The  road  from  Kuttanpuzha  to  Idiyara  is  what  I  mentioned. 

Mb.  E.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests )  :  This 
'  road  is  in  perfect  condition  and  I  have  walked  along'  it  several  times. 
Carts  are  not  taken  how  over  this  road,  because  there  is  no  timber 
work,  that  side.  The  following  average  shows  what  amount  we  have 
been  spending  in  the  matter  of  communication  every  year. 

1069—1078  Es.  9,358 

1079—1088  Es.  24,511 

1089—1098  Es.  22,868 

Mr.  Vein  Pillai  said  that  in  1084  we  have  been  spending  a  large 
amount  while  in  1096  the  amount  was  not  much.  Sir.  it  was  about 
1084  that  we  undertook  the  construction  of.  the  Shendurni  road,  and 
after,  its  Completion,  there- was  no  further  necessity  to  spend  any  large 
sum  of  money-  . 

Mb..  T.  K.  YJ5LU-.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  I 
wi&hto  correct  ihy  friend,  I  never  said  at  any  time  that  the  Forest 
Department  had  spent  much  money.  My  accusation  was -'that  they 
have  been  spending  only  a  very  small  sum. 

'  PRESIDENT :  He  says  that  you  are  not  spending  a  large  suin  of 
...money.  ; 

.  Mb.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  (Conservator  of  Forest*) :  Ido  not 
believe  in  spending  more  money  on  roads  where  there  is  no  necessity. 
In  the  northern  division  the  transport  of  timber  is.  done  not  by  roads 
1  but  only  along  rivers,  aDd  during  the  last  two  years  we  have  been  spend¬ 
ing -mtich  money  in  blasting  the  rocks  in  these  rivers.  In  these 
divisions' r  there  is  no  necessity  to  spend  money  on  roads.  The  only 
.  divisiphs  Where-'We’  have  to  open  roads  are  the  Shenkottah  and  Southern 
divisions.*  And  in  these  divisions,  at  present,  there  is  no  immediate 
.  urgency  to  open  further  roads  as ihd  roads'ih  existence  serve  the  pur-, 
pose  of  timber  transport.  -  : 

In  the  budget  session  of  the  Oouncil  ' I  sairi  that  investigation  had  to 
bo  carried  oh  forjjextending  the  present  road  in  the  Shendurni  forests, 
and  for  this' purpose, '-I-:  inspected  the  forests  there  recently  during  the’ 
Christmas  holidays,  and  the  question,  now  is  -  whether  wo  should  open 
.  further  roads  or  improve  the  Shendurni,  roadr  and  the  matter  is  being 
referred  to  the  Government.  .  : 

Another  important  direction  in  which  development:  has  been  taking 
.pl^use  in  the  department  is  .in  regard;, to,  the  i  opening'  of  artificial  planta- 
tiohs.  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  also .  referred  to  that  fact.  The  areas  brought 
under  plantations  ad  the  end  of  each  decade  stands  tl ms  :  - 

1078  r  2,016  acres. 

At  the  end  of  1088  ...  Teak  3,110  „ 

Do.  1098  ...  Do.  6,726'  „ 
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Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum,  cum  Nedumangad) : 
I  only  referred  to  the  plantation. 

Me.  E.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of.  Forests)  :  'That 
is  a  technical  matter. 


During  this  period  we  have  not  only  confined  ourselves  to  the 
improvement  of  the  forests  but  the  department  had  also-  been 
developing  in  other  directions.  The  following  figures  furnish  some 
idea  of  the  steps  taken  for  the  detection  of  forest  offences  and  for 
the  protection  of  .  forests. 

Average  No.  of  cam  Average  No.  disposed 

per  year.  °f  annually. 

.1008 . 1078  ...  227  198 


1079  -1088  ...  474  458 

1089—1098  ...  740  738 


Simultaneously  with  the  development  of  forests  the  number  of  hands 
trained  in  forestry  on  the  staff  was  also  increased.  We  were  for  a 
long  time  dependent  on  the  Forest  College  of  Dehra  Dun,  for 
securing,  training  to  our  men.'  But,  seeing  that  the  progress  made 
was  rather  slow,  a  Forest  College  was  opened  here,  and  we  were 
able  to  train  36  men  in  a  period  of  two  years.  Prior  to  1068 
the  department  was  manned  mostly  by  untrained  hands.  We  have  at 
present  8  officers  trained  In  European  Universities,  15  -  men  trained  at 
the  Forest  College,  Dehra  Dun,  and  13  men  trained  at  Coimbatore. 

There  are  also  some  other  points  referred  to  by  Mr.  Velu  Pillai-  He 
mentioned  that  our  revenue  was  rushed  up  towards  the  last  part  of.  the 
year.  Last  year  I  explained  to  the  House  the  reasons  for:  this,  Mr. 
Vein  Pillai  refuses  to  he  convinced  of  that. 

Mb.  T.  II.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
do  not  say  that  with  reference  to  any  particular  year.  I  was  referring' 
not  to  a  particular  period,  but  to  a  long  period. 

Mr.  E.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests):  I  ex¬ 
plained  that,  unless  the  monsoon  season  changed  or  the  official  year 
was  altered,  it  was  not  possible  to  make  the  realisation  of'  the  revenue 
uniform  throughout  tire  year. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Ntduma^gad) Is- 
the  Conservator  in  a  position  to  say  whether  there  was  not  sufficient 
stock  in  the  depfits  before  the  monsoon  time  ?  ..  .  .  -  .  . .  \ . 

Mb.  It.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  {Conservator  of  Forests):  It  was 
explained  to  the  House  last  time  how  the  stock,  worked  down  during  the 
last  four  or  five  years  accumulated  in  the  depots  -■  as  a  result. of  our 
endeavour  to  help,  the  expansion  of  the  rubber  plantation.  ., 

,  PRESIDENT  :  We  shall  now  rise  and  meet  again  at  3. 

The.  Council  adjourned  for  luich'at  2-15  ivm.  'arid  reassembled,  at 
3  p.  m.  •  -' 
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Mr.R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  (Comer rator  q;  Forests) :  Sir, 
from  what  I  have  been  saying  it  will  be  clear  that  the  Forest  Depart¬ 
ment  has  been  making  some  progress.  Of  course,  it  is  incidental  that 
any  department  should  make  mistakes  and  I  admit  it  so  far.  As  regards 
the  formation  of  a  committee,  I  ask  this  House  whether  it  will  in  any 
way  improve  matters,  and  how  far  it  will  be  in  a  position  to  help  us  is  a 
question  to  be  decided.  The  department  has  been  working  in  a  system¬ 
atic  way  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  during  this  period  we  have  been 
able  to  build  up  a  policy  and  we  have  been  working  the  department, 
so  that  there  has  been  some  steady  progress  taken  as  a  whole.  Is  it 
possible  for  a  committee — working  for  one  or  two.  years — to  come  to  any 
definite  conclusion  with  regard  to  those  things  ?  Then,  if  a  com¬ 
mittee  is  to  be  appointed,  only  some  of  the  heads  of  the  Develop¬ 
ment  Departments  will  have  to  be  in  it.  We  have  already  a 
committee —  . 

■  Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedwncmgad)  :  Is 
not  a  committee  possible  without  any  of  the  heads  of  the  Development 
:  Departments '?.  Why  not  they  be  examined  as  witnesses  by  the  com¬ 
mittee.-? 

Mr.  R.  DHAN  UKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests) :  A  com¬ 
mittee  , of  non-official  members  will  naturally  contain  laymen  and 
when  it  has  taken  such  a  long  period  for  us  to  build  up  the  policy,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  a  committee  of  laymen  will  not  he  of  much  help  to  us, 
and  if  they  want  to  give  us  instructions  and  if  they  want  to  come  to  our 
help,  they  are  equally  welcome  to  make  representations  before  the  Eco¬ 
nomic  Development  Board,  of  which  four  members  are  elected  by  this 
House. 

.  MR.  K.  DOMINIC  TOMMAN  (Feermacle  cu.m  Detncolam) :  Will 
the  Conservator  say  whether  there  are  not  several  hundreds  of  square 
miles  of  grass  lands  without  any  useful  tree-growth  including  even  the 
'reserved forests?  ’  . 

PRESIDENT  :  \  What  is  it,  please  ?■  -I  do  not  hear  you. 

Mr.  K.  DOMINIC  TOMMAN  ( Peermade  cum  Devicolam) :  Whether 
there  are  not  several  hrmdreds  of  square  miles  of  grass  lands  without 
any  useful  tree-growth  in  the  High  Ranges,  ? 

Mr.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests ) :  There 
are  places,  Sir,  consisting  of  grass  lands. 

Mr.  K.  DOMINIC  TOMMAN  {Peermade  cpm  'Devicolani) :  May 
I  also  know  whether  there  are  hot  many  small  reserves  in  the  low 
country  which  have  not  got.  any.  species  of  valuable  timber  ? 

Mr.  E.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests )  •  Each 
reserve  has  its:  own  value.  Though  there  may  not  be  tree-growth,  it 
may:  be  valuable  for  grazing,  for  the  collection  of  fodder  and  for 
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Mb.  K,  DOMINIC  TQMMAN  (Peer-made  cum  Dcvicolam)',  Arc 
there  any  such  reserves  set  apart  as  grazing  lands  ? 

Mb.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests)  :  All  the 
reserves  are  kept  free  for  grazing,  except  in  plantations,  to  every  subject 
•of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  I  want  to  know  whether 
he  is  following  the  policy  of  his  predecessor. 

ME.  R.  DHANUKOTI,  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests) :  I  had 
so  many  predecessors.  1  do  not  know  which  predecessor  is  being  re¬ 
ferred  to. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  The  last  predecessor. 

PRESIDENT  •  The  immediate  predecessor. 

Me.  R-  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  (Conservator  of  Forests)  :  I  do 
not  know  whether  there  is  any  policy  which  can  be  ascribed  to  my  pre¬ 
decessor.  In  fact  I  am  talking  of  my  own  policy. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  May  I  know  the  plan  that 
the  present  Conservator  is  following  ? 

PRESIDENT  : '  Is  it  in  regard  to  the  working  plans  ? 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated)  :  Or  anything  else. 

Mr.  R.  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests ) :  I  have 
a  policy  of  my  own,  Sir. 

Me.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  Sir,  I  rise  to  oppose 
the  motion.  All  the  departments,' to  enquire  into  the  working  of 
which  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  wants  to  appoint  a  committee,  are,  as  the  mover 
himself  has  admitted  on  former  occasions,  highly  technical,  and  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  a  lay  committee  will  be  able  to  formulate  a  scheme 
of  work  for  each  of  these  departments.  These  departments  are  now 
assisted  by  a  standing  committee  in  the  shape  of  the  Economic  Develop¬ 
ment  Board  which  consists  of  elected  representatives  of  this  Council 
including  Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai,  and  some  of  the  best  technical,  indus¬ 
trial  and  commercial  gentlemen  of  the  country.  This  Board  can  boast 
of  a  non-official  majority,  and  is  at  liberty  to  call  for  any  information 
from  the  Development  Departments  and  to  formulate  any  scheme  of 
work  for  these  departments.  I  fail  to— 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (TirwaUa) :  May  I  ask 
Mr.  Chacko  whether  the  constitution  of  the  Economic  Development 
Board  permits  of  an  enquiry  into  the  working  of  these  departments 
as  suggested  by  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  ? 

Me.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries):  They  ean  call  for 
information,  and  can  formulate  any  scheme  of  work  and  submit  it  to 
the  Government. 

I  fail  to  percieve  what  more  a  committee  of  the  kind  proposed  by 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  can  achieve  than  the  Economic  Development  Board, 
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An  regards  the  Department  of  Industries,  I  have  further  to  say  that, 
such  a  department  being  quite  new  oven  in  British  India,  it  may  not 
be  possible  for  us  to  get  experts  even  from  there  to  serve  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  speak  with  the  authority  of  long  experience  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  Departments  of  Industries.  Departments  of  Industries  began 
to  be  seriously  and  systematically  organised  in  India,  including  the 
Indian  States,  only  after  the  appointment  of  the  Indian  Industrial  Com- 
-mission  in  1916.  It  cannot  be  said  that  tire  time  that  has  elapsed  is 
sufficient  to  enable  ns  to  form  definite  conclusions  regarding  the  lines 
on  which  a  Department  of  Industries  should  be  conducted  and  to  revise 
its  methods, 

The  functions  of  a  Department  of  Industries  have  been  thus  de¬ 
fined  by  the  Industrial  Commission  : 

“Tho  'work  of  tho  Provincial  Departments  of  Inrtustries- 
,  Of  course,  the  Travancore  Department  of  Industries  may  be  put 
Under  the  category  of  the  Provincial  Departments  of  Industr  ies. 

Mb.  T,  K.  ’VE'LU  PI.LLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Ncciummigad) :  May 
I  ask  Mr.  Chacko,  if  our  department  is  a  provincial  department,  where 
is  the  central  department  solar  as  Travancore  is  concerned?  ■ 

;  Mb.'  I-  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries) :  I  did  not  mean  it 
in  relationship  to  a  central  department. 

These  are  the  f unctions 

“The  direct  oucoiiragcmont  of  industries,  including  a  huger  slmro  in  industrial  re¬ 
search  work,  the  provision  of  technical  advioo  and  assistance  to  industrialists,  tlie  exa¬ 
mination  of  applications  for  special  concessions,  and  the  grant  of  loans  to  small  anil 
cottage  industries. 

Tire  collection  and  distribution  of  commercial  and  industrial  intelligence  ;  the  work 
of  passing  Government,  indents  and  of  purchasing  and  inspecting  certain  classes  of 
Government  stores  ;  tho  organisation  of  markets  for  local  products  :  the  conduct  of  special 
^enquiries  and  industrial  surveys  ;  the  holding  of  industrial  exhibitions  and  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  commercial  and  industrial  museums. 

The  control  of  technical  and  industrial  education.  This  would  necessitate  the  train¬ 
ing  of  staff  for,  and  the  inspection  of,  industrial  schools  ;  the  organisation  and  inspection 
of  apprentice  classes  attached  to  a  large  work,  and  the  provision  of  tho  staff  for  the 
necessary  theoretical  teaching.  The  Director  would  also  have  to  take  his  share  in  tho 
control  of  too  higher  institutions  for  technical  training.  Funds  for  technical  anil  indus¬ 
trial  education  would  he  provided  from  this  budget. 

The  control  of  the  staff  employed  for  the  local  administration  of  the  Eleetrieitv 
Factories  and  Boiler  Aots  ;  and  the  furnishing  of  advice  to  Government  on  the  industrial 
and  commercial  aspects  of  the  Mines  Aot  and  of  thcmles  for  mining  leases  and  prospect¬ 
ing  lioenses.” 

Now,  I  would  ask  the  Council  whether  the  Department  of  Indus¬ 
tries  in  Travancore  does  not  cover  the  province  enunciated  for  a  De- 
■  partment  of  Industries  by  the  Industrial  Commission  as  far  as  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  State  permit-  We  have  not  got  a  Mines  Act  here. 
So  -the  Department  of  Industries  does  not  administer  a  Mines  Act. 
Again  the  Report  speaks  of  the  Electricity  Act.  But  the  Department 
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of  Industries  does  not  administer  an  Electricity  Act,  because  we  have  no 
electricity  here  now.  As  regards  the  Boiler  Act,  the  department  is 
looking  after  boiler  inspection. 

Mil.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Triodndrum  cum  Neda/naur/ad) :  A 
word  of  personal  explanation,  I  think,  has  to  be  offered,  and  it  will  bo 
useful  to  Mr.  Chacko.  My  point  is  not  that  a  committee  should  be 
appointed  to  add  to  or  remove  the  duties.  I  am  for  a  committee  for 
efficiently  co-ordinating  the  different  Development-  Departments,  laying 
out  a  policy  which  may  be  enforced  for  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  years 
together  and  for  mailing  suitable  recommendations  to  the  Government 
as  to  how  much  money  can  be  ear-marked  for  certain  industrial,  agri¬ 
cultural,  and  other  purposes. 

Mn.  I.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industrial)  :  A  great  part  of 
Mr.  Vela  Pilltii’s  speech,  I  have  already  said,  is  covered  by  the  activities 
of  the  Economic  Development  Board.  The  primary  object  of  the  Board 
is  to  co-ordinate  the  activities  of  all  the  Development  Departments. 

The  Council  will  see  that  the  department  is  striving  to  attain  the 
ideals  thus  set  out  by  the  Industrial  Commission,  and  it  is  not  yet  time 
to  revise  these  recommendations.  The  industrial  commission  is  only 
about  six  years  old.  An  economic  theory  cannot  be  verified  in  a  day 
and  economic  experiments  must  be  allowed  a  sufficiently  long  time, 
before  conclusions  are  drawn  therefrom.  I  do  not  think  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  new  data  have  accumulated  since  the  time  of  the  industrial 
commission  which  will  justify  the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  reviewing  their  conclusions. 

I  will  now  read  out  a  sample  list  of  industries  which  the  In¬ 
dustrial  Commission  has  recommended  as  deserving  aid  by  provincial 
Departments  of  Industries. 

Mb.  C-  HANK  AKA  MENON  (Quihn) :  May  I  know  from' 
Mr.  Chacko  Whether  it  is  not  the  function.of  the  Industries  Department 
to  introduce  improvements  in  the  existing  industries  and  whether  the 
department  has  collected  information  as  to  the  various  industries  in,  the 
State 

PRESIDENT:  You  may  wait  till  the  end  of  his  speech,  and  if 
he  docs  not  give  the  information  which  you  want, 'you  may  question  him. 

Mn.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Direotor  of  Industries):  I  am  reading  the 
sample  list  and  1  will  answer  Mr.  Sankara  Menons  question  afterwards. 
The  first  in  the  list  is  the  saltpetre  industry  which  we '  need  not  think 
of.  Then  there  is  glass  making  to  which  the  Geological  Department 
has  already  devoted  some  attention.  It  has  collected  information  re¬ 
garding  the  materials  available  in  TraVancore,  and  in  due  course,  the 
Department  of  Industries  will  take  up' the  question  of  introducing  glass 
manufacturing  into  Travancore.  Of  course,  we  cannot  take  up  all  these 
things  all  at  once.  The  third  is  oil-milling.  There  is  an  oil-milling 
industry  already  existing  in  Travancore,  but  there  is  still  scope  fo{ 
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improvement.  We  can  introduce  a  great  many  improvements  in  oil¬ 
milling  and  the  utilisation  of  oils.  Then  comes  the  match  industry. 

Mb.  0.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Eottarakara  cum  Eunnat- 
tur) :  May  I  know  where  that  Oil  Expert  is  now  ? 

Me.  I.  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries ) :  He  is  now  working 
in  the  laboratory.  You  meant  the  Oil  Chemist  '■! 

Mb.  0.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Eottarakara  cum  Eunnnl- 
tur) :  I  mean  the  Oil  Expert. 

Mb.  I.  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries ):  The  next  is  hour 
and  rice  milling  which  also  is  such  a  thriving  industry  in  Travaneoro 
that  it  does  not  require  much  help  from  the  Department  of  Industries. 
But  we  are  advising  the  rice-millers  about  improved  methods  of  drying 
paddy  and  of  cheapening  power  and  such  other  questions  as  are  referred 
to  us.  Then  we  come  to  pumping  plant, 

.  Mb.  0.  SANKABA  MENON  ( Qwiloii) :  Has  any  bulletin  been  issued 
on  the  subject  of  improved  methods  of  rice -milling  V 

Mb.  I.  0.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries) :  None  on  rice-milling. 
We  are  investigating  the  methods  of  drying  boiled  paddy.  In  Travari- 
core  they  usually  boil  paddy  and  then  mill  it.  The  boiled  paddy  is 
usually  dried  in  the  sun.  A  firm  of  rice-millers  applied  to  us  for  advice 
as  to  how  boiled  paddy  could  be  dried  cheaply  in  the  rainy  season.  We 
are  trying  to  devise  a  plan  for  making  use  of  the  waste  gases  from  boil¬ 
ers  for  this  purpose.  These  things  we  cannot  do  in  a  minute.  Wc 
have  to  consult  very  many  experts,  get  quotations  from  abroad,  devise 
many  schemes  and  find  out  their  comparative  merits. 

Me.  C.  SANKABA  MENON  (Quilon) :  May  I  know  whether  the 
investigation  in  regard  to  .that  is  complete  V 

Me.  I.  C.  CHACKO  {Director  of  Industries )  r  No  ;  it  is  not  com  ¬ 
plete.  .. 

As  regards  pumping  plant,  the  Industrial  Commission  recommends 
that  the  pumping  operations  should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Industries.  Only  the  other  day  the  Council  sanctioned  a  sum 
of  Bs.  .1-5,000  for  the  purchase  of  a. boring  set.  Then  again  we  are  very 
deeply  concerned  with  pumping  in  another  shape,  vis.,  for  draining  the 
punja  fields,  and  the  Industrial  Engineer  and  myself  have  been  making 
investigations  to  reduce  the  cost  of  pumping.  The  efficiency  of  a  pump 
used  in  the  punja,  field  is  only  about  20,  i.  c-,  if  we  put  in  100  "h.  p. 
we  get  only  20. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) ; 
With  your  permission — I  do  not  want  .to  interrupt  Mr.  Chacko — I  wish 
to  obtain  a  ruling  from  the  Chair.  I  am  the  principal  speaker  on  this 
resolution.  I  raised  certain  points.  I  do  not  question  all  that. 
Mr.  Chacko  is  saying.  .  My  point  is  that  several  mistakes  have  been 
committed  by  the  Industrial  Department,  among  other  -  departments, 


.  COMMITTEE  FOR  DEVELOPMENT  DEPARTMENTS.  'i'd'd 

because  the  people  who  dealt  with  the  affairs  of  these  departments  did 
not  look  sufficiently  forward.  That  is  the  point  I  raised-  The  dis¬ 
cussion  can  be  shortened  considerably  by  answering  the  point  directly. 
Sir,  I  ana  prepared  to  concede  all  that  Mr.  Chacko  says.  But,  how 
does  he  meet  the  further  argument  that  something  more  than  the 
Economic  Development  Board  is  required  for  the  purpose  of  co-ordi¬ 
nation  for  which  I  am  particularly  anxious  ?  That  is  my  point. 

PRESIDENT  :  Well,  lie  may  not  look  at  it  from  the  same  view — 
point  as  you  do.  Pie  might  consider  it  necessary,  for  the  House  to 
arrive  at  a  comet  decision,  to  offer  the  House  some  information  as  to 
what  the  department  has  already  done  and  on  what  lines  the  depart¬ 
ment  is  working,  as  also  to  show,  according  to  him  as  I  understand 
him,  that  a  committee  cannot  suggest  improved  lines  in  a  day  or  any 
short  period — Improved  linos  of  activity  for  the  department.  I  think 
that  is  the  line  of  argument  lie  is  taking,  and  for  that  purpose,  I  think, 
all  that  he  says  is  necessary  for  the  information  of  the  House. 

MR.  I.  0.  CIIACKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  Another  industry 
which  the  Industrial  Commission  recommends  is  hand-weaving.  I 
believe  the  Council  knows  that  we  have  done  a  good  deal  to  develop 
hand-weaving  in  Travancore. 

The  next  thing  they  suggest  is  tanning.  Wo  are  already  con¬ 
structing  an  experimental  tannery  for  demonstration  purposes.  Since 
it  has  not  been  completed — I  think  it  will  he  completed  within  a  fort¬ 
night — the  tanning  expert  is  engaged  in  finding  out  and  extracting 
tannin  from  the  various  tanning  materials  available  in  Travancore. 

The  next  thing  is  leather  work.  I  need  not  say  much  about  the 
leather  work  in  Travancore,  because  the  members  themselves  know 
what  the  Industrial  Department  lias  done  in  the  matter, 

They  next  suggest  pottery.  Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Piilai  aiso  spoke 
about  pottery  in  Travancore.  I  may  say  that  we  have  perfected  the 
technique  of  pottery-making — at  least  one  branch  of  it — in  Travancore. 

I  have  to  ask  the  House  whether,  according  to  them,  it  is  the  function , 
of  the  Industrial  Department  to  carry  on  these  industries  on  a  large 
scale  or  only  to  advise  the  public  as  to  what  could  be  done  in.  the  matter. 
The  department  is  quite  ready  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  anybody  who 
applies  for  it,  information  regarding  any  industry.  I  think  the  depart¬ 
ment  is  expected  to  do  only  so  much. 

Mr.  T.  K,  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Kudummigad):  I 
Wish  to  know  whether  the  Government  are  prepared  to  encourage  pottery 
in  the  3ame  manner  as  they  have  done  in  the  case  of  the  manufacture 
of  sugar. 

PRESIDENT :  Tha  question  does  not  arise  here- 
Mr.  T-  E.  VELU  PII/LAI  (Trivuiidrilin.  ctun  Nedmutngail) ' 
Mr.  Chacko  observes  that  it  is  not  the  function  “of  the  Government  to 
start  any  industry  and  that  their  function  is  only  to  give  advice. 

PRESIDENT ;  I  do  not  think  he  means  that. 
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Mu.  T.  X.  VELU  IMLLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumamjad) : 
That  was  what  he  said. 

PRESIDENT  :  What  lie  said  was  that  Government  could  do  only 
demonstration  work  and  that  they  could  not  he  expected  to  start  any 
factory  and  work  on  a  commercial  scale. 

Me.  I.  C.  OHAGKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  The  next  thing 
that  the  Industrial  Commission  suggest  in  their  special  list  is  soap- 
making.  We  have  advanced  very  far  in .  soap-making  and  there  arc 
soap-making  experts  in  Travancore. 

The  next  industry  that  they  suggest  is  the  essential  oil  industry. 
A  lot  of  work  has  been  done  by  the  Industrial  Department  in  this 
direction  and  a  bulletin  has  also  been  published,  and  any  member  can 
have  it,  if  he  pleases,  by  applying' to  the  department.  r 

Then  they  speak  of  wood- distillation.  .  This  is  a  very  big 
question  in  which  the  Department  of  Industries  and  the  Forest 
Department  are  very  keenly  interested.  We  have  plenty  of  raw 
material  here.  The  difficulty  is  with  regard  to  the  finished 
products.  I  think  I  said  at  the  last  Council  meeting  that  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  wood-distillation  was  how  to  dispose  of  the 
by-products,  such  as  citric  acid,  which  are  produced  during  the  process 
of  distillation.  That  is  the  difficulty  experienced  by  most  of  the  wood- 
distillation  factories  elsewhere.  The  wood-distillation  factory  in  Mysore 
lias  asked  me  whether  its  bve-products  can  be  disposed  of  in  Travan¬ 
core.  Knowing  all  these  facts,  how  ican  the  Department  of  Industries 
ask  any  body  to  start  a  wood-distillation  factory  in  Travancore? 

The  next  thing  spoken  of  by  them  is  dyeing.  The  Council  knows 
that  there : is  a  Dyeing  Expert  here  who  has  been  investigating  many  of 
the  indigenous  dyes  in  Travancore.  He,  is  also  demonstrating  the 
methods  of  using  synthetic  dyes.  This  is  the  list  that  the  Indian  Indus¬ 
trial 'Commission  has  given. 

Almost  all  these  have  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Department  of 
Industries  in  Travancore.  But  -neither  the  Council  nor 'anybody  else 
should  expect  results  from  these  investigations  within  any  short  4ime. 

Mr,  T.  K.^Velu  Pillai  also  pointed  out  some  of  the  mistakes  which* 
the  Industrial  Department  has  committed.  Such  mistakes  are  quite 
common  in  the.  case  of  ail  industries  during  the  experimental  stage.  Wc 
cannot  say  what  all  experiments  will  be  successful.  Some  of  our  enter¬ 
prises  may  prove  a  failure,  and  others  nijiy  prove  successful.  You  cannot 
blame,  a  department  of  this  kind  for  some  failures. 

Then  again,  1  would  ask  the  House  to  consider  whether— 

Mr.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Nominated):  How  much  money 
was  spent  by  the  Industrial  Department  for  the  stills  made  for  distilla* 
tion  ox  lemon  grass  oil  ? 
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Mr.  I.  C-  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  I  ■  think  about 
Rs,  0,000. 

Mr.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (No-tUnnied)  :  For  how  many  stills  V 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  Three,  stills.-, 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  ( NomimteiT):  Poes  he  find  them 

successful  '•>  i 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industrie!, ) :  I  may  say  they  are 
successful.  It  is  distilling  oil,  but  I  admit  the  cost  is  too  high. 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  {Xnyiimted) :  When  compared 
with  the  local  stills,  can  it  be  said  that  the  stills  made  by  the  Industrial 
Department  work  successfully  ? 

Mr.  1.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries)  :  The  cost  is  much 
higher'  in  the  case  of  the  departmental  stills. 

MR.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Ncdmnavgad)  :  Are 
these  stills  now  used  by  the  department  ? 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries)  ;  One  is  in  use. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedummgad)  :  How 
many  are  not  in  use''’ 

M«-  I.  C.  CHACKO  -(Director  of  Industries)  :  Two  stills  are  not  in 
use.  One  was  being  used  by  Mr.  Vincent  till  recently.  We  had  lent 
the  still  on  hire. 

Me.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  Did  the  department 
gain  anything  on  account  of  these  stills  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  That  does  not  arise  here.  . 

Mr.  I-  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries ):  I  must  say  that  it 
was  not  for  profit,  that  we  made  these  stills.  It  was  for  experiment. 

1  should  ask  the  House  whether  it  finds  that  the  Industrial  Depart¬ 
ment  in  Travancore  has  any  defect  which  the  Departments  of  Industries 
in  British  India,  Mysore  or  elsewhere  do  not  have.  In  making  a  criti¬ 
cism  of  this  kind,  if  the  member  who  put  forward  this  resolution  had 
pointed  out  that  a  Department  of  Industries  elsewhere  has  done  such 
and  such  tilings  while  the.  Department  of  Industries  in  Travancore 
alone— 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trinawlrum  cum  Nedmiungad):  Will 
Mr.  Chacko  be  .pleased  to  tell  the  PIouse  how  many  mistakes,  of  a  similar 
nature  to  those  I  have  described  have  been  committed  by  the -Depart-' 
"ments  of  Industries  in  Madras,  Bombay,  Bengal,  Mysore  or  Baroda ? 

Mb.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries):  It  is  rather  a  very 
large  order.  It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  detail  all  the  defects. 

Then  again — 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAPANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  May  I  draw 
the  attention  of  the  House  to- the  time  limit,  Sir?  ' 

PRESIDENT :  This  is  an  important  matter.  Very  serious  alle¬ 
gations  have  been  made  against  the  department.  The  department  has 
to  justify  its  existence.  Therefore,  I  have  to  extend  the  time  in  thi» 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Amb.alapuzha)  :  I  may 'be 
permitted  to  draw  attention  to  a  statement  made  on  a  prior  occasion 
by  the  President,  that  the.  President  has  no  discretion  in  the  matter  of 
extending  the  time . 

PRESIDENT  :  I  do  not  remember  having  said  so  at  any  time. 
At  any  rate  that  is  wrong.  He  is  given  a  discretion,  It  is  lor  him  to 
use  it  correctly. 

Mr.  I.  0.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industrie*) :  Again,  it  may  not 
be  quite  courteous  on  my  p&rt  to  answer  this  question. 

Mr.  T-  K.  VELTJ  PILLAI  (Trivandrum,  cum  Nedvnamjad) : 
One  word,  Sir.  I  do  not  want  to  take  more  time.  I  may  say  that  I 
am  perfectly  courteous  to  all  these  departments.  1  have  got  great  in-' 
terest  in  them  all.  Therefore  the  question  of  courtesy  does  no);  arise 
here, 

Mk.  I.  0.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries)  :  That  is  not  what 
I  meant-  It  may  not  be  proper  for  me  to  stand  here  and  criticise  tire 
several  Departments  of  Industries  abroad. 

PRESIDENT  :  Will  you  please  hurry  up,  Mr.  Chacko  ? 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industrie*)  ;  Then,  I  think, 
Mr.  Sankara  Menon  said  that  the  Geological  Department  had  not  done 
anything  tangible.  I  should  ask  him  whether  he  has  studied  the  report 
of  the  Geological  Survey  of  India  and  whether  lie  has  found  that  the 
work  done  by  the  Travancore  Geological  Department  is  in  any  way 
inferior  to  the  work  done  by  the  Geological  Survey  of  India. 

Further,  about,  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  necessary,  because  there  is  the  Economic  Development  Board  and 
there  is  this  Council  also.  The  members  are  at  liberty  to  offer  their 
criticisms  to  the  head  of  the  department.  The  Economic  Development 
Board  can  also  formulate  schemes  and  submit  them  to  the  Government. 
I  do  not  think  the  proposed  committee  can  achieve  anything  more  than 
what,  this  Council  can  do  with  its  many-sided  experience  and' the  wisdom 
of  its  many  heads. 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quito n ) :  Does  he  think  that  con¬ 
sultations  with  persons  interested  in  industries  can  be  of  use  in  avoid¬ 
ing  mistakes  similar  to  those  that  have  already  been  suggested  ? 

Mis.  I.  0.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  I  did  not  quite 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon) :  I  wish  to  know  whether' 
consultation  with  persons  who  are  interested  in  industries  as  well  as 
the  public,  will  be  of  any  service  in  avoiding  mistakes  similar  to  those 
that  have  already  been  suggested. 

Mb.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries)  :  In  fact  I  do  con¬ 
sult  whenever  I  propose  any  scheme.  I  consult  all  the  people  wrho,  I 
think,  can  give  me  correct  advice  on  the  proposal. 

Mr.  A.  I-IOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Sir,  the  whole  question 
at  issue  is  whether  we  should  have  a  committee  as  suggested  by  Mr. 
T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  or  whether  the  Economic  Development  Board  is 
itself  sufficient  to  serve  the  purpose  aimed'  at  by  the  mover  of  the 
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resolution.  We  have  been  dealing  with,  subjects  ranging  on  several 
matters  by  means  of  interpellations  and  resolutions,  surveying  men 
and  matters  from.  China  to  Peru.  We  first  stepped  into  the  Huzur 
Secretariat  and  discovered  its  rottenness.  After  dealing  with  permanent 
settlement  we  stepped  into  paddy  fields,  and  then  with  mad  on  our  feet 
we  tried  our  hand  at  the  spinning  wheel.  Being  exhausted  with  the 
exertions  at  the.  charhci  we  had  to  place  ourselves  under  Ayurvedic 
treatment,  kshirabala,  dhaiwuntarmn,  etc.  (Lmiqhter.)  To-day  we 
have  been  entering  into  dense  forests  and  not  being  able  to  see  the 
wood  for  the  trees  we  have  been  visiting  fisheries  and  industrial  schools. 

The  able  mover  has  been  cataloguing  to  as  a  series  of  defects  in 
each  of  the  departments  he  has  been  dealing  with.  It  is  a  sad  tale  of 
costly  experiments  most  of  which  have  been  leading  into  blind  alleys 
and  ending  in  failures.  The  present  Director  of  Industries,  as  Mr.  Velu 
Pillai  said,  has  been  having  a  big  legacy  of  the  mistakes  of  his  prede¬ 
cessor.  One  of  the  most  costly  experiments  we  have  been  making  was 
the  appointment  of  Dr.  Barker  de  mortids  nil  nix:  bonam.  I  hope  my 
Latin  pronunciation  is  correct.  We  have,  as  heads  of  the  several  de¬ 
partments  that  we  have  been  dealing  with,  young,  energetic  and  capable 
officers  like  Mr.  I.  C.  C'hacko,  Dr.  Kunjan  Pillai,  Dhanukoti  Baja 
(, laugther )  and  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  full  of  activity  and  enthusiasm. 
They  are  sons  of  the  soil,  in  whose  hands  lie  our  agricultural  and 
industrial  salvation  and  the  proper  conservation  of  the  wealth  of  our 
forests.  But  there  is  always  a  tendency  to  ran  into  narrow  grooves 
and  travel  in  narrow  rucks.  This,  perhaps,  is  due  to  our  environments 
and  our  enervating  atmosphere.  I  listened  to  the  speeches  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  and  from  what  I  could  gather  from  the  official  side, 
there  is  a  tendency  to  fritter  away  time  and-  beat  about  the  bush. 
Minor  matters  are  made  much  of,  leaving  weightier  matters  to  look  after 
themselves.  Before  we  make  new  experiments  on  this,  that  and  the 
other,  what  is  absolutely  necessary  is  to  concentrate  on  and  develop 
the  existing  industries.  There  should  be  greater  co-ordination  and 
thoroughness  in  all  that  we  already  have.  There  is  the  coir  industry 
with  its  tremendous  possibilities.  There  are  the  lace  industry,  larger 
cultivation  of  tapioca  and  the  manufacture  of  flour,  etc.,  from  the 
raw  products.  -  I  asked  the  question,  point-blank,  to  Mr.  Dhanukoti 
Pillai — I  beg  his  pardon  for  having  made  him  a  Baja — whether  he  was. 
continuing  the  policy  of  his  predecessor,  and  he  said:  “No.”  That 
is  the  crux  of  the  whole  question.  That  is  the  weak  spot  in  the  admi¬ 
nistration  of  our  departments.  One  mail  comes  and  introduces  some¬ 
thing.  Another  comes  and  turns  it  upside  down  and  so  on  and  so 
forth.  (Laughter.)  There  is  no  continuity  of  policy,  no  proper  objective. 
It  is  all  turning  in  a  vicious  circle.  A  'little. of  this, .a  little  of  that,, 
and  much  of  nothing.  It  is  just  to  rise  above  these  mistakes  and 
narrowness  that  the  motion  has  been  brought  forward  by  Mr.  T  K.  Velu 
Pillai.  He  wants  a  policy,  based  upon  sound  principle,  experience  of 
the  country  and  knowledge  of  its  people,  to  be  laid  down  once 
for  all  and  followed.  We  want  men  of  the  type'  of  the  present  Chief 
Secretary  or  Professor  Rangaswami  A-iyaugar  with  then;  long  and  broad 
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views  of  things  and  thorough  knowledge  and  mastery  of  the  economic 
situation  of  the  country.  We  want  also  pensioned  officers  of  the  type 
of  Mr.  Narayana  Menon — who,  though  old,  is  still  young  {laughter), 
and  Mr.  N.  Banian  Pillai,  the  retired  Excise  Commissioner,  to  be  on 
the  committee  proposed  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution.  The  delibera¬ 
tion  of  a  committee  placed  on  such  a  high  plane  is  what  is  asked  for. 
I  have,  therefore,  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  motion. 

Mn.  T.  K.  VELI.T  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  NechuuaugacT) :  Sir, 
the  fact  that  a  number  of  people  are  not  coming  forward  to  talk  on  this 
resolution  could  be  explained  b.y  the  very  simple  circumstance  that 
all  on  this  side  of  the -House  are  united  with  regard  to  the  principle  of 
this  resolution.  {Laughter.) 

Mr.  V.  SULLA  AIAAB  (Additional  Head  Hirkar  Vakil):  Docs, 
my  friend  mean  that  a  member  talks  only  when  lie  does  not  a^ree  7 
(Laughter-)  '  '  a 


Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  VILiJjKI  (Trirantliirhi  cum  Ncihtuianijail)  :  I 
must  answer  my  friend  in  this  way.  People  who  know  how  to' talk  and 
people  who  have  anything  to  talk  do  talk  When  they  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity.  (Laughter.) 


v  The  simple  question  that  I  raised  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House  is  that,  in  the  light  of  our  previous  experience,  mistakes  a 
yard  long  in  the  list  have  been  perpetrated  by  the  various  depart¬ 
ments  in  the  State  service.  In  spite  of  tile  care  with  which  the 
Government  have  been  dealing  with  the  problem,  the  tax-] Myers’  money 
is  being  spent  without  sufficient  justification.  £o  I  demand  that  the 
question  he  well  threshed  out.  I  ask  for  a  committee  not  to  add  to  the 
list  that  Mr.  Chacko  has  been  pleased  to  read  in  spite  of  my  protest. 
I  am  not  here  to  discuss  the  merits  of  adding  this  industry  or  that 
industry  to  that  list.  My  object  in  moving  this  resolution  seems  to 
have  been  misunderstood  by  him.  Mr.  Ghacko  lias  been  referring  to 
the  report  of  the  Industrial  Commission,  as  though  it  is  a  kind  of 
industrial  gospel.  I  -cannot  accept  all  the  views  contained  in  that  report. 
No  doubt  it  is  a  valuable  record,  'but  that  everything  mentioned  in  it 
should  be  religiously  read  before  this  Council— that  time  should  be 
wasted  m  spite  of  protests  from  this  side  of  the  House- that  points— 


•tm  -p^^SipENT ;  I  am  afraid  that  you  cannot  reopen  that  question. 
What  I  say  is,  my  ruling  must  be  obeyed.  Wlwsn  I  said  that  Mr.  Chacko 
might  be  allowed  to  continue,  I  do  not  think  you  can  criticise  my  ruling. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI '  (Trimndnou  cuiu  N&hummgad) :  I 
do  not.  I  he  President  has  got  the  discretion  so  far  as  the  ruling  is 
concerned.  I  am  only  saying  that  Mr.  Chacko  might  have  taken 
the  hint  from  me  and  simply  given  the  arguments  which  might  support 
him  instead  of  reading  out  a  long  catalogue  of  items  to  be  performed 
by  the  provincial  Departments  of  Industries  in  British  India, 
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Bat  my  question  remains  still  unanswered,  and  I  take  it,  on  the 
principle  of  acquiescence  which  my  learned  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  knows 
very  well,  that  this  House  should  come  to  the  conclusion,  when  the 
official  benches  are  unable  to  defend  themselves  against  the  fierce  re¬ 
marks  that  wc  on  this  side  of  the  House  have  made.  It  has  been  said 
that  these  departments  are  technical  departments.  They  are  to  some 
extent  technical.  But  Mr.  Chacko  and  Mr.  Dhanukoti  Pillai  will 
remember  that  in  British  India  these  departments  are  often  presided  over 
by  I.  0.  S.  officers  who  go  to  their  work  with  an  extended,  vision 
and  a  very  much  bolter  equipment  than  the  narrow  training  of  a  techni¬ 
cal  expert.  It  is  because  of  the  light  that  they  bring  when  they  go  to 
work  that  much  good  work  lias  been  done.  There  has  been.  a.  considerable 
section  of  opinion  in  British  India  in  favour  of  the  view  that  the  Directors 
of  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Departments  need  not  be  exports  but  may 
Ub  people  with  plenty  ol:  enthusiasm,  knowledge,  courage,  character  and 
initiative.  I  may  refer  to  one  or  two  names  in  English  History  which 
all  of  ns  will  certainly  respect.  A  technical  man,  Sir,  does  not  rule  the 
world.  Lord  Palmerston,  when  lie  was  made  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Colonies,  knew  absolutely  nothing  about  them  and  ho  asked  one  of  his 
clerks  to  go  up  along  with  him  and  show  him  the  colonies  on  the  map. 
Yet  he  was  one  of  the  most,  successful  colonial  ministers  of  England. 
Mr.  Benjamin  Disrcli  was  not  a  good  hand  at  finance.  He  came  to  the 
business  of  finance  with  an  open  mind  and  yet  he  was  one  of  the  most 
successful  finance  ministers  in  England.  The  case  of  John  Bright  is 
equally  in  point.  He  was  not  a  tradesman  but  was  a  most  successful 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  T  have  made  reference  to  these 
names  to  show  that  there  is  no  force  in  the  arguments  laboriously  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  side  of  the  Government.  We  raised  certain  definite 
issues.  We  have,  been  looking  on  with  helplessness  to  the  causes  of 
■mistakes  that  have,  been  perpetrated  by  a  change  of  policy  consequent 
on  the  change  of  personnel.  1  may  relate  one  circumstance.  Sir,  some 
months  back,  I  had  an  occasion  to  talk  with  a  gentleman  of  position 
about  a  proposal  ou  the  part  of  the  Government  that  Ponnnidi  may  be 
made;ja  popular  sanitarium.  That  gentleman  with  much  experience  of 
men  and  things  in  different  places  told  me:  “Mr.  Vela  Pillai,  the  proposal 
is  very  good.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  what  is  introduced  in  the  time 
of  Dewan  A  will  be  superseded  when  Dowan  B  conies."  That  lias  Seen 
the  experience  in  regal’d  to  the  matters  connected  with  these  departments. 
My  object  in  moving  this  resolution  is  not  to  tie  down  the  hands  of 
these  Development  .Departments  but  to  ask  them  to  follow  a  certain 
course  which  .  is  laid  down  after  due  deliberation — ^deliberation  not 
in  the  dark  chambers  of  narrow  departmental  grooves,  but  iri  places 
where  that  can  be  taken  in  the  open  scenes  of  intelligence,  Ido 
not  want  to  take  up  the  time,  of  the  Council.  .  I  take  my  position  once 
again  on  the  cricumstancc  that,  in  spite  of  specific  allegations  m  ide 
with  reference  to  the  data  and  figures,  Government  find  it  absolutely 
impossible  to  support  this  resolution.  Justice,  courage  and  statesu  an- 
ship — all  these  require  that  my  friends  on  the  official  benches  should 
come  forward  with  open  hands  and  welcome  .the  resolution,  Those 
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who  are  the  gainers  from  the  money  of  tlic  tax-payer,  owe  a  duty  to 
the  Government  and  themselves  and  to  the  world  at  large.  The}7 
should  come  forward  and  acknowledge  openly  that  the  criticisms  are 
not  improper.  Co-ordination  is  required  and  very  sound  'advice  is 
necessary  to  enable  these  Development  Departments  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  nation-building'  in  which  the  Government  of  His  Highness 
the  Malm  Baja  are  so  deeply  interested. 

Mb.  R.  DHA.NUKOTI  PILLAI  (Ouuscrratur  of  Forests)  ;  Sir;  I 
have  not  to  say  much  by  way  of  reply  beyond  what  1  have  been  saying. 
With  all  his  rhetoric,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  Mr  T,  K.  Vein  Pillai 
has  not  made  out  a  strong  case  for  the  appointment  of  a  separate  com¬ 
mittee  when  there  is  already  the  Economic  Development  Board.  Pro¬ 
bably  it  may  he  due  to  the  ignorance  of  what  the  Board  has  been  doing- 
in  this  direction.  For  the  information  of  the  House  I  may  say  that  some 
of  these  problems  to  which  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  was  referring  we  have  been 
discussing  in  that  Board.  For  instance,  we  had  a  thorough  discussion 
with  regard  to  the  future  working  of  the  Co-operative  Department,  and 
the  conclusion  we  arrived  at  was  that  the  Co-operative  Registrar,  who 
just  returned  after  a  thorough  training  outside  Travancore,  was  in  a 
better  position  than  the  so-called  lay  members  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  T.  *  K.  VELU  PILL  \I  U'rkmdrum  cum  Neditmungad) : 
One  word  of  personal  explanation.  I  am  dissatisfied  with  the  Board  for 
the  reason  that  the  powers  conferred  by  law  arc  not  enough. 

PRESIDENT :  That  does  not  arise  now. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tdctwh-wn  eiuu  Nedumangud) :  I 
have  been  closely  following  •  the  work  of  the  Economic  Development 
Board,  Most  of  the  members  of  the  Board  are  my  personal  friends, 
and  I  , have  been  studying  the  documents  they  have  published. 

Mr.  It.,  DHANUKOTI  PILLAI  ( Conservator  of  Forests ) :  It  is 
within  the  purview,  of  the  Board  to  co-opt  members  whenever  any 
technical  help  is  necessary,  and  it  is  perfectly  within  the  right  of  the 
Board  to  discuss  things  seriously,  so  that  they  may  be  recommended  to 
the  Government-  When  there  is  a  Development  Board  of  that  kind,  I 
think  it  is  superfluous  to  go  in  for  another  committee,  especially  when 
it  is  considered  that  by  having  a  committee  you  will  be  tying  down  the 
hands  of  the  Development  Departments  for  years  together  to  a  policy  to 
which,  the  departments  may  not  agree.  For  these  reasons  I  consider 
the  appointment  of  a  separate  committee  superfluous  and  unnecessary. 

PRESIDENT  :  Do  you  press  your  motion,  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  ?  • 

Mr  T  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum cum  Naduvumgad) :  Yes. 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost,  13  voting  for  and  20  against. 

The  following  resolution  was  not  moved  and  hence  it  was  deemed 
to  have  been  withdrawn.  . 

Institution  of  Competitive  Examinations. 

Mr.  M.  B.  Madhava  Variae  :  '  . 

“This  Council  recommends  to  (ho  Government  that  competitive  examinations  bo 
.Jnstjtutgd  for  recruitment  to  Q-ovcrnmcnt  sorvioo-/1 
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The  following  resolution  was  deemed  to  hn/ve  been  withdrawn  as 
the  member  was  absent : 

Appointment  of  Non-Hindus  and  nnn~caste  Hindus  in  the  Revenue  Department. 

Mr.  Tariattj  Ktjnjitommen  : 

“This  Council  recommends  to  the  Government  that  mdy  Nmi-Uiaiiu:;  ,mil  liou-oasie 
Hindus  he  appointed  to  places  that  may  fall  vacant  in  the  Uoventto  Department  in  the 
course  of  the  next  seven  years,” 

Supply  of  Fresh  Water  in  Karlikapalli  and  Karunagapalli  Taluks- 
Mr.  C.  RAMANK UN JTJ  (Nominated) :  I  beg  to  move,  that : 
"This  Council  recommends  to  the  Gorenrwent  that immaliate  steps  he 
taken  to  supply  fresh  water  to  the  people-  on  the  sea  co.  st  of  KarliJ.ripaW- 
and  Kanmagapalli  taluks." 

dbOTcnoOTg^gjS),  ajOioiroWgjBS.'l  omo  (OTOfi^cOQ.-asias  u\pjtsro51ffl 
c&ocootajgo  caocoiejlaoJiO  ais<>ic9a  ®roooo  2iTn<o& 
aa  g^agoeo  ^oro  s>6>a<c>6  cruosjCTro  tsioanruidBacm  eicmmoc&si  aaj6>3<s<b 
ojgjo  crSItalctrrao  £>sg>  cruabso  rnlcys^lca'Odaasroaiaonioaaflnocajono  o.gj 
’  sicAo  (syffiZootaKrTlstaito  gffige/oo.  oroo  crunaio  c3,om!Va®o  ^^c^alsc^ 
(sroto^dnoi  rosn^osa®  axi(i)eJ06ffl3u  qjitfftiOj;  we-  afl8<0>®'oodjJcTK>.  aroailos 
(OToatrubfiaom  soossaOo  fflfflrujo  o-jlsWmo,  ,o, coooJlra)  apae.oco  6>«j>o<J|ej 
dhOo  ©a-iog>  sfoilaho  cejtylcaacmojfflOcarcno .  mraaicflkj  tosn^  qoro  wc&o^j 
6seOotSQ  c&ooj  aia®  tm&aoiAo  agjlfeio®1®  saiga,  o  cruoajteirm  aSlcrta 
rmacm  «&l§ls)a)s)06n§\(!HCf® .  a®rmora&  gosaaoejjBygiffrtioco  ca>s©6  eaaio 
(So  cwelffirwo  c&®K8s)S  ojlfiStlcftoagcfeCCijo  cfbtoto)^  o61crnu  tsro&i  taros!  xy  eo> 
cooern  aa^5)agg.o  c&®a£l(ot>  ©si  sv^cftl  aiOtocoiaisito  SKvgjoaii  ggs 
ssslco^o&io  cg<o*vts&  c9»^«fiacmro^eooo-.:c&a1cOfi3CTnrtnlsoo3  orgac/oigigg.  ©ai 
aso  cmoaitmtst  cnlcnoo  ra51s>®  <&1§oart»a2>Oc9ia>a8o  6>.qjc^>. 

§o@g_jpco  (srooIlasQQjag.  ^cosseco  ctS)SDes&jo  sicasosniohracrogf 
cOjOQffleSlcro  ceTltpsi^caa®1^®^  gustge/oo  ®<®  acaltoi  igroocns)©  calsjetasiog  20 
olcpjga.  nuDfijissealtoi  rohmoArr®.  6io<s®oa11ilQ4^gacuo3aum'roajc8fe0.(mg) 
ojcgjcsgg,  siasao  (goa©J®1e9QflT)®i1f®  aagatmlejo  cSifflcolajetoco]  coo 
ejo  tgroasajo  taoo]©6  000©  s>  ajoghtnlao  <soooii<B0  frnocol^siaggg,.  go© 
03jo  6njoi51i?)|  m.:QDl^  ©c830srr^aiffi3mo  aaiggo  aldwtaioa'o  '  <aocoejl(o6 
g.5fl§0c9}0(T)  10300,0  ua0|o  oSksltOTho  ClOcgtaoJI.  GOJOc&OfnfOTlcr^SCOOcacnO. 
c&poQioASQ  efeoco  ell  si  afto  <©103^  *oa|y3oail(KnT&ti®^lc&  ©rfhogJoctmoao 
moscn&o  gflaiai)  aaiaS'gwp'qoeaisnil  saiejl-c^tflcostagjgaocailgaacmacr). 

(TU0o©£1>fl3(?ro3CO6S13^.Sn§0(£h0m.  ©OtSJSSSgltOi  (SrooiCQJSjS  O_Jt03 

xy<$j0  offloaejaaiogjo.-colalsnao  orv^fflao rsficm!gsii§0.  o®o  sejstsepti 
aisio  (8yocuq^6)s  ^x>^o®(5Twlci0ffictisn§1  cug,®®  waDocolcdecrasn#. 


742  IBAVANOOBB  iiKCrlBljAl'X VB  CoUfiCIXi.  [I9tH  JANUARY  1924. 

[Mr.  C.  Baniankunju.] 

sjejs)s®(ioj|jo  oDlal<sYtn^sn§0c33CTr>  cocncioqgio  ffiaoaaastiaioOo  rat® 
ajlas  KeJ6»(Tu®ta>^o  &srtsoS(fls)f5n§@u  o^ocajo  fflTO^jooJogjaanrtf  (ajcry 
cMiaa-j^cttD.  agjc0j@eooo  tn.  o  o  o  -  a®  s0(cs6  soosssOo  csrocolairruldta 
cm  (Qjc^fmoruoojm)0  <BtwncQj<2ia&  6>aigg.o  ®eebosn§ajK8crr>fmlaT>  slot 

.  auo  CL  o  0  o  (jr^Wtaafcleio  6oja61c?§l  ten©  ffi5Soejlco>l®&  o^sialj 
isserSloiascno.  ■c0>c»oo1cr56Bea1<s6  oj1sji&s1oq>  (mgjaigjosano,  fm©oo|o_Ja> 
Kge  c0>CQ!Q,  (BVDfflSBOo  ®1@  <S3m(tms-S>  ($YT$lc0;Oo  O. Tl (51  -OX iiTlgO f 0« cm f^O cO, COD . 

<31©  gusewSESetB  (gr^l^Oo  o5)§joo  (SroajoffiaJtieio  cntarao  crogin  ojcm 

flsimosimi  t0jOB)q,aJliple®'35jl-®l«s5  agj<bag^|  oJcac'tno.H&arfbcra,  enroot 
(olffi6  cl  o  o  o  tan  .irffa  aloia  Tuooaaiaa  (Simla®  qsho  ffiruck&oexm  ceb<yl 
ceaoab  rRiouSl<Sffi©<aefcW.  txjsssgelsugf  CL  o  o  o  oo<uvmco6  cfrCQJsjOBilaj,-, 
<^§rt5Ko6  S.<5ngOc9»cnr)(®osnau.  a.  o  o  o  poieiwejlcro  ©ojggjtf’cflaoejcoro 
roacAo  ojl&jiL06ismsbl(0^  roiaonnc^o  cri.j  o  o  o  ojanoo  pj@l<flscnvo)o<flicno. 

^®D®eJo- tffil|0fnfmlc«)0  raroajlsatmm  88oP6BBOo<flfi&fe  G04in5)cgsju.-.gg 
Gg-jocto  crucS^lgooSl  rarooSlas  a®caim]ocul(®lcesorr)  criojr&snosii'iaijQ.am  s)(cuj 

^suoo'cnloo  aj!oiiJ^ai)®lof?laa)fi)  mroaickctbfa  o  (STDolaertnl^aaigcmn 

emu  GfCiocnoom©1'.  csrotmlmocoi  agjsiofto  go's  (g_jffi.aEux.caim  'jmvsgaoo 
(SttJSJ&oaS]  ajldxmo6m3fflarmu  ofljmltfis  oogj  cJloaJjcruaieni".  tarosBB 
moo •©ajg^onrtcmld)  (groegdocmmlaaiio  cu51^o&|©0oi?>olet5&  at&opj'kijW) 
aiq^A  ffiffloajo]«8®s  oq^Io  (saJoa^scoio  051000  os>s  sices  ciiexlocu  ■  ®ai 
&i  pstBo^aacnofea  aceasigop 0  a6n§3^<ft(fl&Q$©|ycnod  o®or51c9S)61«2JOo 
Q^)^a<8joaffln§cmo«5& '  ig-jG'aca’csimlcto  ox loarcoaoco)  cruopj<o«^or3§«!»m0  cm© 
Qc&Gg.o  soo,  ^@GsejamyB*§i66Bffiao  §ogj.  ffl'rocmlaooKjS  citrosaaiiaD 
oass  cmcejesiea  istoolorro  ggsoRAjo  sueros^ojcmorncmlcYogg^  .ajlaioj  co 
oiiaftiaaoiolcio  rruaoWoab  cruoaSlasmaaioo  ffitmoat&cYnlgj. 

ajlsinm  otrutUefe^agL  aogjo  cmoaj^icmxcfn  cfegmsigooioal  sicu 
eso  ag)§c0aca.  o^cratg&toorfhcra.  <ruoej@cDlcriD  g&mmeia  <ftl|s,izn 
nQ)CW  a_iolcaa'l^eoooaQC(T)<mlcTo  afrooc&diieocfij  stem  ocuirrojo  So^gjoeo 
oiaiisrriffl2aio,oJc03Euot£rl  aisscaimoai*  aoios&ltd'l  -ojiralceatm  <H)s>  cg>  osvt/ 
<i0^'ftjcmmla4o  (®rticulc3)o  G^&iaj^saaraicqjo'  csi©Qa>gD'  cruoaoltoacrocmotsfri'. 
rarotrnloood)  (g-ja^cjicQ)(Q®)o  oxer®  eruernoroi  g.saco  go®  tuioojgvg)  cgrocmi 
moo  gaj®  iioxljy  oj:81<afflaas«Hm6naaacnoc>  saiens  x>.?.ejo,|  at8>06n6(ru'i«j6 


BCJPX'LY  OF  FRESH 


sTOcrDQJsl^soofflacnoaosno'  srawoib  ^®  (Q-jsaoDJo^aio. 
cm®i0.  go®  (Do^jajonr»jlcft.aocQ)  on.,  o  o  o  — <a6  aj fflo  ®oq6sbOo  (H)60aOo 
aa  c/gnapgsai o  eaAfflfioaaornoaic^jQaJi^ecaio.Oo  ffirDuntaao  §d®  6)cft><Bsrrb 
emoa^dxiio  ojlxxjlawooo  ®.oj<^6ras>i2orr>o6nou  isrosajc&ai  cs>opo 
cftsso  -  c&oceiqjIccA  ^o^ldas  aTunjc&^aoaai  cmo&j65S0o  axxoogo  gociolcQjo 

c&lsajsn%0.  sicnasAo  cejl^tmrtnlaogg,  <gYD6>mj®ce><gio  <§Dgjoa»]<D3cno  og) 

cero)  c9)032)ejl®6  (Si'oecDc&oodilcoo  n^ceatbaunaio  ggnj>la51s>s  rax® 


§3  ctbCo  ^oaStaxua^  aomoos363®ocffll(cs<m. 

§o®  (^yeacaio  dj)Sig.s)aj§mD  o^)E&l.ci6  (sronsi1  go®  (DO^iCTrosa 
ax,  o  o  o  -«s6  o-i®o  secwffle^ss  s?lausa~.o$u  go®  exc9>®6rxf>rrol£^at> 
AossBfgjaloi^cno  gtsGuao:j§sjWicnofg)ocQi)^osmli  Qj)ooj(vi'i1e«0s»6inil®r\ffl)- 


Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  I  second  it,. 

Mr.  K.  V.  NATE'S  A  AIYAIl  (Chief  Engineer)  :  Sir,  the  resolu¬ 
tion  moved  by  Mr.  Eamanknnju  is  one  that  will  readily  evoke  the 
sympathy  of  the  Government.  The  subject  of  providing  freshwater  to 
the  people  on  the  sea  coast  in  Valiyazhikkal,  Azhikkal,  Ayiramtengu, 
Sraikkad  and  Parayakadavu  Turns  is  already  engaging  the  attention  of 
the  Government.  Mr.  K.  V.  Ivumara  Panikkar,  Kaliasseri,  Azhikkal,  and  ' 
others  have  represented  to  the  Government  in  a  petition  the  difficulties 
experienced  by  them  and  prayed  for  some  scheme  of  bringing  pure 
water  from  the  main  land  opposite.  They  have  also  offered  to  submit  to 
a  house  tax.  of -Be.  1  per  mensem  and  that  there  are  1,400  houses  which 
would  be  benefited  and  might  be  so  taxed.  The  matter  was  investigated- 
and  it  was  found  that  the  problem  was  not  a  simple  one.  The  tube  well 
sunk  in  the  premises  of  the  Ayiramtengu  Travellers’  Bungalow  has. 
not  proved  a  success.  Wells  and  waterholes  on  the  sea  coast  are’ found 
to  contain  brackish  water  except  in  the  case  of  very  shallow  pits  which  , 
contain  some  surface  drainage  which  is  not  so  had.  The  supply  from 
the  latter  is  not  adequate  and  in  the  hot  weather  they  fail.  Any  scheme 
of  bringing  fresh  water  from  the  main  land  ,  in  a  line  of  piping  carried  on 
trestles  with  necessary  pumping  plant  and  water  tower,  as  suggested  by 
the  petitioners,  will  be  disproportionately  costly.  Deep  bore  wells  have 
therefore  to  be  tried  first,  as  tlie  mover  himself  has  said,  as  an  experi¬ 
mental  measure.  If  these  also  prove  unsuccessful,  then  the  question  of 
bringing  water  from  the  mainland  will  be  considered.  The  matter  has  . 
therefore  to  be  approached  carefully  and  necessary  investigation  under¬ 
taken,  and  it  may  not  therefore  be  possible  to  take  immediate  steps  to 
supply  fresh  water.  Government  would  however  be  prepared  to  order 
the  necessary  investigation.  The  Director  of  Industries  .,  has  just  been 
granted  funds  for  purchasing  a  power-driven  drill  for  boring,  soils  at  great 
depth.  As  soon  as  this  plant  is  purchased,  one  or  two  deep  bore  welli? 
will  bo  tried  at  the  locality. 
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Government  have  also  received  a  recommendation  from,  the 
Registrar  of  Co-operative  Societies  for  sinking  three  wells  for  the  use  of 
the  people  living  on  the  sea  coast  near  Trikkunnapuzha.  This  is  also 
engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

The  Government  have  earmarked  funds  in  the  P.  W.  Budget  for 
sinking  public  wells  which  may  he  recommended  by  the  Sanitary 
Commissioner  or  the  Dewan  Peishkar. 

As  the  matter  is  already  engaging  the  attention  of  the  Government, 
I  would  request  the  member  to  withdraw  his  resolution. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Ramankunju,  the  Chief  Engineer  has 
explained  what  steps  have  already  been  taken  and  he  says  he  cannot 
accept  the  resolution  in  its  present  form,  because  you  want  that  imme¬ 
diate  steps  should  be  taken  which  the  Chief  Engineer  says  is  not  practi¬ 
cable.  He  says  that  as  soon  as  the  boring  plant  is  purchased  one  or 
two  deep  bore  wells  will  be  tried  in  the  locality.  If  you  are  satisfied 
with  that,  you  may  withdraw. 

Mb.  C.  RAMANKUNJU  {Nominated) :  ©Baaloo  <uar>  g.S6>oo  s>  oa 
<^(5>®0Q<?masn38Sbl®&  .(gjiaota-o  oJlabajajWoo. 

■  PRESIDENT:  We  hope  to  do  it  when  the  machine  arrives. 
Government  cannot  say  anything  now.  Do  you  withdraw  the  resolution 
in  the  light  of  what  the  Chief  Engineer  has  said? 

C.  RAMANKUNJU  (Nominated) :  Yes. 

PRESIDENT:  Does  the  House  permit  Mr.  Ramankunju  to  with¬ 
draw  the  resolution  ? 

The  resolution  was  accordingly  withdrawn  with  the  permission  of 
the  House.  . 

PRESIDENT  :  The  next  resolution  stands  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Tanatu  Kunjitomman  who  is  not  present. 

The  following  resolution  was  therefore  deemed  to  have  been  with¬ 
drawn  as  the  member  was  absent. 

Registry  of  Lands  within  Reserved  Forests. 

Mr.  Tariatu  Kunjitomman  : 

“  This  Council  recommends  that  (iovorninent  do  arrange  to  find  out  and  survey 
all  lauds  measuring  not -less  than  ,5  acres,  lying  within  the  reserves  and  possessing  the 
necessary  irrigatimml  facilities  for  raising  a  single  «r  double  crop  every  year,  and  register 
them  l*y  public  auction  to  the  agriculturists  of  .the  Slate." 

PRESIDENT  :  The  next  resolution  stands  in  the  .name  of  ME  C.  P. 
Kochukunju  Pillai. 

Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottaralmm  cum 
KnnnaiUtr)  :  I  do  not  move  it. 

The  following  resolutions  were  deemed  to  have  been,  withdrawn  as 
the  same  were  not  moved.  . 
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Control  oyer  Banking  Firms. 

Mb.  0.  P.  Kochtjiojnju  Pillai  : 

“  This  Oouuoil  reoommcuite  to  the  Government  that  they  ha  pieced  to  take  such 
action  as  may  ho  deemed  fit  to  onsnve  proper  control  over  the  banking  firms  in  the  State 
in  the  interests  of  the  public.  ” 

Stipends  in  Depressed  Class  PupUs. 

Mb,  C.  Bamank.un.ttt  : 

"  This  Council  renmniuondH  to  Government  that  a  scheme  for  granting  stipends 
to  pupils  of  the  depressed  chows  lm  introduced  immediately  hv  ivsy  of  eueonrag  ment  to 
them  in. the  matter  of  their  education,  " 

PRESIDENT :  The  next,  resolution  also  stands  in  your  name. 

Allocation  of  Special  Funds  for  Stipends  to  Depressed  Class  Pupils. 

Mr,  0.  EAMANKTJN.TU  (Nominated)  :  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  that:— 
‘‘This  council  rcc  >  inn  tends  io  the  Government  that  a  su  n  of  E$.  1,00,000 
Vaset  apart-  annually  to  grant  stipends  t->  pvpi  sof  h  chores,  d  classes 
in  addition  to  fee  concession  . 
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iiojg  <BT5i§.cft>aoctbcnD.  OTOOiffiTsts  ^sooilejg^QjiljOg  orrucruD  fin)  q^oo 
ojo  (scoooJCToWaoaiJ  ooleJcojlo-OfifnlfoliflQcnr)®0.  eOja^snsvm  cibnwuoi 
a^oAlig^^jprooorooosaiojA,  ffinJtoaA  ^TT.eJosa)  .p  o  o  o -era 

6)  ©  coramcraceri^s^iaio^ao©©®  oQ^fwoaoo  aiow^oano  .wdoIcojooj 
ffnoiA  aasofficTTOca'OsifTOcno.  gioas&ai  jgcgaocsfosng  calcsom  mj®e0><£|«®3Oo 
(Dcftosn^  (STOoiA  ojsute  (MlQiogonfnaasajtooailtT^gBdhQao  ggen-jogag.  oul 
SjOgjomtc&aoojlsTOO  ojrolaoraitsstoa!)  (ruoaSIcoaa^o  ©-aja^.  6'y)og.(iaa 
dDSJOffli  gocnssisald)  c/Dai&yrAsii.cAo,  oiaite  ruosuj  Aikicya^jo^ojias 
fnofflsn§S3)1ejo  ®mi8^rtnoj£gcfl«io®3as  gos  edroi  ora®)  <&l|ar>(Tn0  atgaro 
,o4SSc86)<zio6no“.  (sroaiaraos  a*n\T<61^  c?i<o>o o  ,ai  0.105313 

(TOfctlcragg.  mjoairalojp  go")  rarDajg^raraiggffirml®?)  ©cugojiS©  ggcolcsDo  o_i 

gT5iSl<ft0pjOt^sl  tfljUpWo©©)  g>6n§0c8iG20  a^OTOgg.  *0glQ4o  '  •(TBoOOOl'tao 

an  .  go®  (TOT3lrn>lc9«i’  ^§rar«5&  nv,aooeo>o  ©.aioge>ce>o§®ra>oc<3&  t20i@s)a 
(srDcotig)(waig5(OT7)1®i  ©ansoji  ^scroo^  oJfolcaoqjgg,.  sm>oy,5nj, 
©©&rry<?>  SjcBT&ioi  cm!&srra©fflai>Q,abGo  aoraoao  nuiooa»ffleo6  ©.o-Cjgai 
ssaraorr#,  ©©2Kr\j(i  coai<i,>n6©2]c4>Q,  c9itylsttsva>  (Brians©®®)  snjo^ool<s6 
Si(D3  aicSttlo  <®5aJGJ2)Ogo  C3TOOJ<D3©S  oJ|jOUOm;KTKhlcra  O?lj9isi)ai^jl5fin§0, 
raro(wcioo(0&  svcarejc&mo  i^^di\d>  <a>o  u;o©'o.«8es.  airam-:oay  go®  rao^j 
<5»wW>aj  (srocjos^fmcuj^^aaacak  <8oJ6f®l  aoW^ajQgkfflTJSiacTO  sraiocraeoJcttml 
efecira. 

Me,  N,  KUMAEAN  ( Nominated ) :  I  second  the  resolution. 
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Me,  L.  G.  HODGSON  {Director  of  Public  Instruction)  :  Sir, 
the  rnorer  has -proposed  that,  a  sum  of  Rs.  1,00,000  should  be  set  apart 
towards  the  education  of  the  members  of  the  depressed  classes.  He 
says  that  there  areas  many  as  7,00,000  pupils  in  the  depressed  classes, 

PRESIDENT  :  7,00,000  of  the  population. 

Mb,  L.  O.  HODGSON  (Director  of  P-uhUe  Instruction)  :  I  mean 
not  pupils  but  population,  He  says  that  the  existing  fee  concessions  are 
inadequate.  He  also  says  that  only  75  out  of  1 ,000  are  literate,  and  that 
the  existing  scholarships  and  stipends,  in  as  much  as  they  generally  go 
by  merit,  do  not  roach  those  classes.  He  therefore  prays  that  Rs.  1,00,000  ' 
may  he,  set  apart  towards  education  among  them  and  he  informs 
that,  the  Mysore  Government  have  sot  apart  the  same  amount 
of  Rs,  1,00,000  for’  that  purpose.  I  would  like  to  point  out  that, 
the  question  of  fee  concession  and  scholarship  is  at  the  present  time 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Government  and  that  it  seems  to  me  that 
it  will  he  far  better  if  any  motion  of  •  this  kind  is  deferred  until  the 
:  Government  decision  in  the  matter  is  known.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  in  the  last  session  of.  the  Council  the  question  of  certain  fee  conces¬ 
sions  which  were  being  given  to  backward  and  depressed  classes  alike  was 
discussed  and  it  was  agreed — and  I  gave  the  Council  an  assurance — that, 
this  question  of  distribution  of  funds  among  the  different  classes  of  the 
population  would  be  taken  up  afresh,  for  consideration,  and  the  principal 
point  upon  which  the  question  will  he  settled  will  be  the  question  of 
poverty  and  not ’the  question  of  merit,  so  that  when  this  matter  is  gone 
into  and  finally  disposed  of,  it  will  not  be  the  case  that,  the  scholar¬ 
ships  and  stipends  go  according  to  merit  and  therefore  do  not 
reach  the  poor.  The  first  consideration  will  be  the  moans  of  the 
people.  I  think  that,  as  this  matter  is  already  under  the  consideration 
of  the.  Government,  it  will  be  a  pity  to  carry  a  motion  of  this  kind,  The 
matter  may  be  left  to  the  Government,  and  I  can  assure  the  House 
that,  in  their  deliberations  and  in  drawing  lip  a  final  scheme  with  regard 
to  the  award  of  scholarships  and  stipends,  the  needs  of  the  depressed 
classes  will  be.  fully  borne  in  mind  by  the  Government.  With  that 
assurance  I  .would  request  the  member  not  to  press  the  motion, 

PRESIDENT:.  You  have  heard  Mr.  Hodgson.  Are  you  pressing 
the  motion  ?. 

Mb.  C.  RAMANKUNJU  ( Nominated ) :  mnrtfiUolrarlfiOODJtol  aj'gjO 
gjomrnfoaoou  o  anjgjjuo  oQcmofiiro0  aixo>oc9>°oo(i  <mr>o.i(ic8>Oo  o_ioswrai 
rar .  ora®0  (srocos^rarojg^.aeotsfe  oorolaaoaa)ltfcl§oo6  mjauSlcasiaSlg-j. 

PRESIDENT:  He  said  that  would  be  the  first  consideration. 

:  Mb.  T.  LAKS.HMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated)  :  May  I  request 
him  to  define  who  are  die  depressed  classes  ? 

Mb.  C.  RAMANKUNJU  (A dominated)  :  Ghcramars,  Sambavars, 
hill  tribes,  etc.  aQjO^ffloSanaiafc  ffl«a>ocuSio6  depressed  classes  o®cti? 
Oltal©l4?|8fc  C!0g}OO4$<85>O«8<>i  '  '• 
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rm 

PRESIDENT :  They  have  been  defined  in  the  orders  issued 
to  the  Education  Department. 

MR.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (.Nominated):  Do  Ezhavas 
belong  to  the  depressed  classes  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  They  belong  to  the  backward  community. 

Mr.  P.  K,  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhatajrmhi) :  The  question 
is  whether  the  member  is  moving  the  resolution.  He  has  not  answered 
the  President’s  question. 

PRESIDENT:  He  has  not  answered.  Apparently  he  wants  to 
press  it.  Are  you  pressing  it,  Mr.  Eamankunju  ? 

MR,  0.  EAMANKUNJU  ( Nominated )  :  Yes. 

MR.  E.  0.  HODGSON  (Director  of  Dublin  Instruction) :  By  way  of 
explanation  I  shall  say  a  word  or  two.  A  certain  portion  of  the  scholar¬ 
ships  goes  on  merit  as  a  means  of  incentive.  That  goes  without  saying. 
But  as  regards  .fee  concessions  and  stipends,  such  as  those  that  are  given 
under  Rule  14(3  (g)  of  the  Education  Code,  i.  e.,  to  certain  pupils 
that  study  from  among  the  classes  that  do  not  ordinarily  rise  in  the 
scale,  the  first  consideration  would  be  poverty. 

Mr.  G.  RAMAN  KUNJU  ( Nominated ) Depressed  Classes — aai- 
o0®aaLJ<fife'  ajooQ)o^>d>  oiBtuAcaOoflnjeBffloa^oalg^f  acemsgsraaiimmosna  . 

PRESIDENT:  You  cannot  put  a  question..  He  is  only  ex¬ 
plaining  the  statement  you  made. 

Mb,  0.  RAMANKUNJU  (Nominated)  aslelogjonrurannlcmoaiou 
qiggL  6i@s  as  mica)  onwny  <w§)sno0  njlmaJDcsannvTS?.  .ogj^paieflaio  efroess 
^.6)3  <8t0OJc^)«sm  iooo®)'l  stKs  aicsaso  dg-cuorn’lesa  aiacg^srerajijQiogjao 

•  <sno°.  ■  ,  A8ra®loqo(o6  .  o®5)cibo  (Eye^moioio)  ®!qjo'u 

Mil.  L.  0.  HODGSON  .(Director  vj  Public  fnxt rue  tint) :  It  seems 
to  ine -that,  in  as  much  as  the  Government  are  considering  this  matter  ■ 
it  is  not  proper  to  bring  forward  a  motion  of  this  kind.  I  can  only  re- 

•  peat  What  I  said  that  the  fullest '  consideration  would' .be.;  given  to,:  the 
claims  and  ne'eds  of  the  depressed. classes  when  the  order  is  finally 
passed.  If  that  will  satisfy  the  member  he  will  withdraw  the  resolution. 

.  PRESIDENT  ;  Do  yon  wish,  to  p'foss  the  -motion  to  the  vote.. 

Mn  0.  RAMANKUNJU  (Nominated):  Yes;  ;  : 

The  resolution  was  pub  to  the  vote  and  lost,.  8  member*  voting  for 
and  17  against . 

Mr,  C.  RAMANKUNJU  (Nominated).: i;  want )-'a/pbli; 

..  A  .poll  was  taken,  with  the  following -results; 
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AYES— 

Mr.  J.  John  Nidiry.  t  { 

„  K.  Pamnesvaraa  Pillai  !  ( 
(Tiru valla),  j 

„  K,  Dominic  Tomman.  i  ( 
,  N.  Kumaran. 


Mr,  (J.  liamankunj.it. 

„  Paul  V.  Daniel. 

„  A.  Hoogewerf. 

„  A.  Govinda  Meiiou. 


Mr.  1.  C.  Chiieke.  (  0. 

„  E.  Dhanukoti  Pillai  ;  10. 

K.  George.  |  11. 

„  L.  G.  Hodgson.  .  I 

E.  Krishna  Pillai.  j  12. 

„  [  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  i  13 

(Acting  Director  of  Agriculture,!  14. 
and  Fisheries).  1  15. 

Dewan  Bahadur  Dr.  P.  N.  j  10. 

Lakshmanan.  17. 

Mr.  K.  V.  Natesa  Aiyar  I  18. 


Mr.  a.  Paramesvara  Aivar. 
„  W.  II.  Pitt, 

Rao  Bahadur  lv.  V.  lianga- 
swaani  Aivangar. 

Mi\  S.  C.  PL  Robinson. 

,,  V.  Subba  Aiyar.. 

,,  A, ,').  Van  Boss, 

.,  T-.  K.  Vein  Pillai. 

„  P.  Paramesvaran.  , 

„  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 
„  .L.  E.  Eajaraja  Variria 


1.  The  Eev,  Fr.  Iiuriakose  Vettik-  j 
kapalli.  ; 

'  2.' Mr.  S.  Subrahmanya  Kara- 
yalar. 

3.  „  C.  Sankara  Menonr 

4.  „  Joseph  Panjikaran. 

5.  „  K.  C.  Mamuien  Mappilla:. 
The  resolution  was  declared lost. 


6.  Mr.  M.  E.  Madhava  V'ariar. 

7.  „  T.  Lakshmana  Pillai. 

8.  ,,  C.  P.  Koehukunju  Pillai.. 

9.  ,,  M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai. 

L0-  ,,  T,  M.  Cbidainbaratanu 
Pillai, 

LI.  „  8.  Adam  Sait. 


. Tlie  following  Resolutions,  being  not  moved,  wore  deemed  to  have 
been  withdrawn ; 

Education  of  Fishermen. 

'  .  Mr.  G.  Eamankunjo  ; 

f  "Kus'eonncBwocBmieni  to  the  Government  tlmf  the  system  of  edmmtion  now  hi 
foicu  fe.u  tin*  Iwherfoil;  in  the  Medrao  Presidency  he  introduced  in  Tnmumore  also.” 
Appointment  of  a  Commit  too  for  formulating  a  Scheme  of  Practical  Education. 

Mr.  8.  Krishna  Aiyar  ; 

‘'Tins  O-unni!  reeommeude  toAhSWaumwitthat  a  simdi  committee  l.c  iiuiminLcil 
to  study  the  different  sv stems  of  education  .obtaining  oiitsidc  Tmvancorc  (if  need'  bo,  to 
sduoliou  Anmilate  a  scheme  of  praotical 

Supply  of  Agricultural  Implements  on  the  Hire-Purchase  System , 

Mr,.  Eamankunju  : 


“  This -Council 
Development  Depar 


:  industries  on  the  hire-purchusi 


lids  to  the  Government  that,  ummg'eiaouts  be  nitide  ullhthc 
>  supply  iiaglemonts  and  machines  for  hjpioultarc  anti  cottage 
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Abolition  of  Minor  Municipalities. 

Mb.  K.  C.  Ma.mm.k.n  Mapmllai  : 

‘‘This  Council  rneoumu-iuls  to  tin-  Cow.nimoiit  tluti  nil  Muuiuifmljtk'8 in  the •SUite 
except' those  of  Kotlavum,  Alleppoj' , Q.uilou,  Trivsnitlrum  and  Nngercoil  bo  abolislioil.’’ 

Improvement  of  the  Main  Central  Road. 

Mu.  K-  C.  Maaimkn  Maitillai  : 

This  Council  reuoJiuiieudH  to  the  Ifovorinuciit  that  the  Main  Central  Ituud  through- 
nut  its  longdi  he -raised  above  Hood  level,  and  lie  well  metalled,  and  that  such  other,,  step 
as  may  lie  doomed  desirable  betaken  to  protect  the  road  from  damage' Tv  Hood  or  rains.’’ 

Postponement  of  the  Operation  of  the  Civil  Courts'  Guide. 

Mu.  M.  14-  MA.DHAVA  VABIAK  {Olmigimnur  cum  Pattmam- 
H.tt/i).  Sir,  I  beg, 'to  move  that; 

“This  Con  in-' l  recommends  to  the.  Government  that  the  operation  of  the 
iwni  C'ir.il  Coi-rls'  Guide, published  under  the  authority  of  the  Government 
‘  be  suspended  Hi l  the  new  Civil  Procedure  Bill  becomes  law.  ” 

The  High  Court  of  Travoncore,  with  the  approval  of  the  Government, 
have  publisher!  a  new  Civil  Courts'  Guide  and  it  has  come-  into  operation 
from  the  1st  Vrisohikam  this  year.  Prom  tire  short  .experience’  of  the 
working  of  this  Guido  the  people  have  begun  to-  fool  annoyed  at  the 
circuitous  procedure  prescribed  by  the  High  Court.  Most  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  Guide  are  borrowed  from  the  Madras  Civil  Courts'  Guide. 
In  British  India,  the  authorities  do  feel  that  the  procedure  followed  in 
the  civil  courts  creates  unnecessary  delay  and  the  Viceroy  in  a  speech 
at-  Calcutta  dwelt  upon  the  necessity  of  simplifying  the  procedure. 
When  the  authorities  in  British  India  are  dissatisfied  with  the  pro¬ 
cedure.  followed'  there  and  when  they  contemplate  to  simplify  the"  pro¬ 
cedure,  we  make  bold  to  copy  those  provisions  which  they  -  consider 
obnoxious.  The  High  Court,  have  thought  it  fit  to  eschew  certain 
provisions  in  the  Madras  Civil  Courts'  Guide  which  are  advantageous  to 
the  litigant  public,  To  quote  one  instance,  it  is  ruled  in  our  Civil  Courts’ 
Guide  that  every  interlocutory  application  is  to  be  supported  by  an 
affidavit.  According  to  the  definition  qf  interlocutory  application  in 
the  Guide  all  applications  come  under  the'eategory.  Even  ail  application 
for  adjournment  is  an  interlocutory  application.  If  a  client  is.  absent 
on  a  day  when  the  case  is  posted  for  evidence,  the  vakil  /  will  have,  to" 
put  in  an  application  for  adjournment  together  with  an  affidavit,  Those . 
who  are  intimately  connected  with  courts  know  that  oven  for  the  attest¬ 
ation  of  the  affidavit  the.  client  will  have  to  spend  a  small  amount. 
This,  pro  vision  is  responsible  for  the  waste  of  money  and  stationery.. 
Another  provision  in  the  Guide  is  that  the  clients  will- have  to  put  in 
their  applications  for  adjournment  three  days  before  the  date  of.  hear¬ 
ing,.  Many  forms  are  prescribed  simply  to  add  .to  the  work  of  vakil 
r/mnasias  and  clerks  of  the,  court.  By  the  introduction  of  the  Civil 
Courts'  Guide,  higher  rates  of  batta,  mileage  and -process  fees  are  fixed. 
Only  the  maximum  is  fixed  and  the  minimum  is  not  mentioned  and  ho 
discretion  is  left  to  the  courts  to  fix  a  minimum.  Some  provisions  of  the 
Guide  contravene  the  sections  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Code;  For  example, 
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imay  mention  the  time  fixed  within  which  an  objection  to  an  appeal 
memorandum  may  be  stated.  The  Civil  Procedure  Code  enjoins  that  all. 
objections  should  "be  filed  seven  days  before  the  hearing  of  the  appeal. 
The  Guide  prescribes  18  days’  time.  Though  the  Code  allows  the  client 
to  state  his  objections  at  the  time  of  hearing,  the  Guide  does  not  allow  it. 
Thus  there  are  very  many  provisions  in  the  Guide  which  complicate 
the.  procedure,  oause'unusual  delay  and  cause  an  additional  burden  on 
the  litigant  public  and  the  lawyers. 

When  the  new  Civil  Procedure  Bill  which,  is  on  the  legislative 
anvil  becomes  law  the  procedure  will  be  considerably  changed  and  jvery 
great  changes'  will  have  to  be  made  in  the  Guide  itself.  What  I  propose 
is  that  the  operation  of  this  Guide  may  be  suspended  till  the  passing 
of  that  Bill  and  a  more  simple  procedure  fixed  thereafter  in  consulta¬ 
tion  with  the  litigant  public  and' those  who  are  intimately  connected 
with  law  courts. 

.  The  Guide  in  question  was  sprung  upon 'the  public.  Thff  litigant 
.  public  were  hot  consulted.  It  was  not  published  for  public  criticism. 
Att  aspects  of  the.  question  were  not  considered  by  the  framers  of  the 
Guide. 

.'.-•:-:;'!V?Ken  tins. Guide  eame  into  operation,  some  Bar  .  Associations  re¬ 
quested  the  High  Court  to  suspend  its  operation  for  some  time. 

■  Though  the  provisions  of  the  Guide  came  into. operation  from  the. 1st  of. 
Vriscliikam  1099,  the  book  was  not  available  at  that  time.  The  Civil 
Courts’.  Guide,  is  a  book  which  every  client  is  expected  to  read.  The  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  provisions  therein,  will  be  no  excuse  in  a  court  of  law.  But 
.  this  book  was  published  in  English  and  even  now  a  translation  of  it  is 
not  available  to  the  public.  It  is  hard  to  impose  penalties  upon  clients, 
if  they  unknowingly  contravene  the  provisions  of  a  Guide  which  they 
cannot  read  and  understand.  On  these  grounds  I  move  that’ the 
operation  of  the  Guide  be  suspended  till  the  new  Civil  Procedure  Code 
Bill  becomes  law.; 

.  Mr.  .  jb  JOHN.  'NiDlE$'  Whangmmhery  cum  MinacM!) ;  I 

second  the  resolution. 

Mb.  P.  II. NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Aindalajjuzfui) :  Sir,  I  have 
very  great  pleasure  i it.  supporting  the  resolution  of.  my  friend, 
Mr.  Madhava  Variar.  I. myself  had  originally,  sent  in  a  resolution  on 
this  subject.  But  having  been  strangled  by  fate  in.  tire  balloting  process  it 
happened  to  be  rejected,  and  my  friend’s  resolution  came  in.  I  am  Hone 
the  less' joyful  on  that  account.  I  am  very  happy  to  support  this  re¬ 
solution* 

Cue  or  two  particular ;  points  I,  Wish  to  make  out  in  connection 
with  this  resolution  are  these. ;  '  First the; language  of  the  court,  as  may  be 
seen  from  section  45  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  is  not  English;  it  is 
the  vernacular  of  the  land  that  is  considered  to  be  the  language  of  the 
eouvi. .  Yet  the  learned  authorities  .who  were  responsible  ,  for  the  Guide 


civil  courts’  crops. 

did  not  enact  the  measure,  as  they  are  legally  bound,  in  thevernacular  of 
the  State.  At  least  a  translation  ought  to -have  been  supplied  to  the  liti¬ 
gant  public.  No  sucli  thing  has  been  done  hitherto.  I  need  hardly  depict 
the  extreme  hardship  caused  to  the  people.  For  example,  the  litigants, 
many  of  whom  do  not  know  English,  are  expected  to  know  ail  these  techni¬ 
calities  when  they  are  concerned  with  notices,  petitions,  verified  petitions, 
etc.,  under  theCivil  Procedure  Code.  They  are  expected  to  know  these  rules, 
whatever  he  the  language  in  which  the  learned  gentlemen  who  were  res¬ 
ponsible  for  this  Civil  Courts'  Guide  have  enacted  it,  without  paying  any 
attention  to  the  situation.  It  is  a  very  real  hardship.  It  is  mainly  the  liti¬ 
gant  public  who  are  expected  to  master  all  these  intricacies  that  would  he 
hard  put  to  it ;  and,  even  for  the  legal  practitioner  it  is  not  easy  to  master 
all  these  rules.  The  vakils'  clerks,  who  generally  know  only  Malayalam 
or  Tamil,  do  not  know  how  to  proceed  under  the  new  Guide  which  has 
appeared  all  on  a  sudden  like  a  holt  from  the  blue  !  In  spite  of  the  sacro¬ 
sanct  nature  of  the  High  Court  which  has  enacted  this  particular 
volume,  in  spite  of  the  unalterable  faith  of  the  people  in  the  infallibil  ity 
of  the  High  Court  in  all  other  respects,  is  this  not  really  a  case  of 
flouting  public  opinion  when  the  High  Court  ref  use  even  to  publish 
an  authorised  translation  of  the  Civil  Courts’  Guide  for  the  guidance 
of  the  people  ? 

Further,  Sir,  though  the  High  Court  have  authority  :  in 
enacting  these  rules,  so  far  as  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  is 
concerned,  I  would  submit,  generally,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  when  the 
rules  are  enacted'a  draft  set  of  rules  should  be  published  in  the  Gazette so 
that  the  public  may  have  a  voice  in  the  matter  of  deciding  upon  the 
wisdom  or  otherwise  of  the  rules;  No  such  thing  has  been  done  in  tlie 
present  instance.  A  number  of  rules  have  been  enacted  in  the  present 
Civil  Courts’  Guide  which  are  being  criticised  very  ably  in  the  Tm- 
vancore  Law  Journal  by  a  legal  practitioner.  Sir,  may  I  point  out  that 
some  of  the  rules  work  harshly  upon  the  litigant  public  ?  If  it  is  intended  : 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  administration  of  civil  justice,  I  would 
submit  that  the  results  in  the  working  of  the  Guide  point  quite  in  the 
Opposite  direction.  But  I  do  not  want  to  offer  any  detailed,  criticism 
with  respect  to  that  at  present.  My  own  view  is  that  public  opinion 
has  to  be  consulted.  E  ven  with  respect  to  legislative  measures,  that  is 
to  say,  with  respect  to  the  Bills  to  be  passed  by  this  House,  they 
are  published  for  inviting  public  criticism  and  tlien  only  are  the  measures 
passed  through  the  Council.  When  such  is  the  case,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  we  are  prepared  not  a  little  to  respect  the.  pose  of  .the  High.: 
Court,  I  would  submit  that  this  appears  to  be.  an  .unacceptable  piece  of 
judicial  legislation. 

Thirdly,  I  would  also  point  out  that,  with  respect  To  some  of  the. 
Regulations  under  "which  these  rules  have  been  framed,  those  '.Regula¬ 
tions  themselves  have  been  repealed  by  this  "Council.  For  example,  it 
may  be  seen  that  some  of  the  rules  have  been  framed  under  Regulation 
III  of  .1057— “the  Destruction  of  Records  Regulation.  This  Regulation  of 
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1057  has  been  repealed  and  re-enacted.  No  doubt,  under  the  General 
Clauses  Regulation,  tilings  may  be  tacked  on  and  the  validity  may  be 
maintained.  • 

Fourthly,  may  I  also  point  out  that  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  is 
undergoing  revision  and  may  without  delay  lie  submitted  to- this  House. 
Where  is  the  hurry  to  enact  these  rules  of  practice  when  the  Civil  Pro¬ 
cedure  Code  is  undergoing  modification  ?  In  considering  the  qnection 
of  subsidiary  rules,  I.  have  only  to  submit  that  the  parent  Regulation 
itself  is  undergoing  reconsideration.  If  we  are  going  to  enter  into  the 
merits  of  these  rules,  it  would  probably  take  much  more  time  than  this 
House  will  legitimately  devote  to  them.  I  do  not  wish  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  that  aspect.  On  all  these  grounds,  T  most  willing¬ 
ly  support  this  resolution. 

'  '  Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Mead  Hirkar  Vakil) :  Sir, 
the  new  civil  rules  of  practice  have  been  promulgated  by  the  High  Court 
under  the  power  vested  in  them  by  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  and  also 
with,  .the  sanction  of  the  Government.  It  is  now  proposed  by  this 
resolution  that  those  civil  rules  of  practice  should  be  suspended  for  some 
time.  In  a  matter  of  this  kind,  I  should  have  expected  very  strong- 
reasons  advanced  in  support"  of  such  a  resolution,  because  these  rules  of 
practice  were  very  carefully  revised.  Tire  existing  civil  rules  of  practice 
do  not  contain,  a  newr  body  of  rules.  On  the,  other  hand,  all  the  ex¬ 
isting  old  civil  Circulars  bearing  upon  various  matters  have  been  collated, 
consolidated,  and,  wherever  amendments  were  necessary,  amended. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Timca'la) :  May  I  know 
whether' there  are  no  new  rales  in  the  Civil  Courts’  Guide? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA- AIYAR,  (Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil ) :  Wher¬ 
ever  amendments  are  necessary  they  have  been  made.  All  that  it  eon- 
.  tams  are  not  new  rules.  For  our  elucidation  a  vakil  has  taken  the 
trouble  to  point  out  all  the  new  additions  in  an  article  in  the  latest  Tra- 
vancorc  Law.  Journal.  That  will  show  that  there  are  very  few  amend¬ 
ments  which  may  be  called  amendments.  The  rest  were  in  existence 
at  the  time  when  the  Guide  was  framed.  In  order  to  enforce  these 
rales  properly  and  without  having  the -necessity  to  refer  to  various 
circulars  not  easily  available  to  the  public,  these  rules  were  collected,  re¬ 
vised,  added  and  amended.  This  is  the  'CM l  CmniV  Guide. 

Mr.  K.  PABAMFSVARAN  PILLAI  (Timmlla)  :  May.  .1  know 
whether  these  rules  were  submitted  for  public,  criticism  V 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  SirkarVakil)  :  T  will 
come  to  that.  I  will  answer  every  one  of  the  arguments. 

These  rules  were  drafted" not  by  some  petty  clerk  of  the  High  Court. 
The  Chief  Justice  and  the  most  experienced  Puisne.  Judge,  at  the  time, 
were  at  work  for  such  a  long  time  as  eight  months,.  These  rules  were 
forwarded  to  the  Bar  Associations  for  their  opinion.  Whatever  opinions 
\vere  sent  to  the  High  Court  were  considered  by  them, 
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Mr.  P.  Iv.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (AakbalupuVha) :  Was  any 
suggestion  forwarded  by  the  Bar  Association  accepted  by  the  High 
Court  ?  ■ 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AlYAB  {Additional  'Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  AIJ  the 
suggestions  that  wore  made  to  the  High  Court,  whether  they  were 
necessary  or  not,  were  considered. 

Mb*  JK.  PABAMES  VARAN  PILLAI  (Tirucalta) :  Was  any  re¬ 
solution  sent  up  by  the  High  Court  Vakils’  Association  to  say  that  this 
should  be  postponed  ? 

Mr.  V. -SUBBA  AlYAB  {AMitivnal  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  1  am 
not  aware  of  that. 

Mb.  K.  PAKAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {TirucaUa) :  Was"  any  re¬ 
solution  sent  up  after  it  was  published  7 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AlYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  \~akil)  :  That 
is  to  say,  before  the  1st  of  Tulam  V 

Mb.  li.  PABAMES  VARAN  PILLAI  ( Timralla ) ;  Yes. 

Mr.  "V.  SUBBA  AlYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Whoa 
Government  sanction  was  obtained — and  the  Code  has  been  published 
under  the  Regulation: — it,  would  come  into  force  on  a  certain  day  speci¬ 
fied  in  the  notification.  On  the  strength  of  a  resolution  passed  by  an 
association,  the  High  Court  may  not  be  justified  in  suspending  the  rules. 

.  Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Amba'upusilm) :  Were  the 
Civil  Buies  available  for  sale  at  the  Government  Press? 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AlYAB  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  I  be¬ 
lieve  they  were,  liven  before  that,  they  were  being  sent  or  circulated. 
Perhaps  some  of  the  vakils  might  not  have  been  in  a  position  to  get 
them.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is  such -a  serious  matter  as  to  -necessit¬ 
ate.  the  suspension  of  the  rules. 

As  I  said,  two  judges  were  at  work  for  more  than  eight  mouths, 
They  went  through  it,  rule  after  rule.  In  order  that  these  rules  May 
ho  suspended  we  would  expect  a  strong  case  being  made  out.  Let  us 
see  what  the  various  reasons  advanced  arc. 

Mr.  Madhava  Var.iar  said  that  these  rules  themselves  embodied  & 
circuitous  procedure.  Pie  said  that  it  was  under  the  contemplation  of 
the  Government  of  India  to  simplify  these  rules  of  procedure  to  afford, 
ample  opportunity  to  tbc  courts  to  dispose  of  cases  as  early  as  possible. 
With  reference  to  that  argument,  I  can  only  say  that  the  Civil  Pro¬ 
cedure  Code  itself  prescribes  a  circuitous  procedure,  and  how  that  should 
he  suforced  is  detailed  in  the-  civil  rules,  So  long  as  the  Civil  Pro¬ 
cedure  Code  is  enforced  by  the  .Government -of  India  or  the  Travancorc 
Government,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  feasible  to  amend  the  civil  rules. 

Mr.  M.  II.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Chcngcmimr  cum  Pattmani- 
tUtal) :  Are  wc  not  going  to.  amend  the  Civil  Procedure  Code ? 

Ms.  W.  SUBBA  -AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  A 
committee  to  consider  the  causes  of  law’s  delays  has  been  appointed  it^ 
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British  India.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  procedure  detailed  in 
the  Code  is  going  to  be  cut  short.  The  right  of  appeal  against  orders  or 
against  appellate  decrees  will  have  to  be  considerably  restricted.  Unless 
all  these  things  are  done  there  is  not  the  slightest  chance  of  any  civil 
case  being  disposed  of  as  early  as  possible.  The  present  Civil  .Procedure 
Code  which  is  now  before  the  House  does  not  simplify  the  procedure  in 
the  courts  in  the  matter  of  the  right  to  give  evidence  or  the  right  to  put 
in  documents,  and  the  Guide  wants  to  enforce  these  as  rigorously  as  pos¬ 
sible.  It  is  only  when  these  rules  are  sought  tube  enforced  that  the  di¬ 
fficulty  comes  in.  It  is  said  that  in  interlocutory  petitions  an  affidavit  is 
not  necessary,  and  that  an  interlocutory  petition  is  supposed  to  include 
every  application.  No  doubt,  the  definition  in  the  Civil  Courts'  Guvle 
includes  every  application  filed  during  the  pendency  of  any  suit.  When, 
in  the  interpretation  of  those  rules,  certain  hardships  are  felt  by  the  litig-, 
ants  and  they  are  pointed  out,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
High  Court  will  be  quite  ready  to  modify  or  to  amend  the  rules.  The 
rules  came  into  existence  on  the  1st  Vrischikaui  and  now  we  are  in  Ma- 
karam.  -  Tire  Vakils,  the  Judges  and  the  Munsiflfe  ought  not  to  feci  any 
difficulty  in  working  them, 

■  Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Qiiilon) ;  Does  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar 
know  that  two  or  three  hours  are  taken  by  the  judges  every  day  to 
see  that  the, applications  presented  to  the  courts  are  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  V 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  ATYAR  {Additional  Haul  Sirkar  Vakil)-:  I  may 
say  that  the  vakils  and  the  court  officers  are  not  quite  accustomed  to  the 
new  rules  and  their  mode  of  arrangement  and  that  will  take  some  time. 
But  everyone  will  know  the  rules  very  soon.  I  think  the  vakils’  clerks 
will  get  acquainted  with  them.  It  is  said  that  some  of  the  provisions 
may  not  aid  the.  ministerial  work  of  the  various  courts,  but  protract 
litigation  rather  than  curtail  it.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  are  very  wholesome  and  ought  to  be  welcomed.  For  instance, 
Mr.  Madhava  Variar  referred  to  adjournment  and  the  necessity  for 
affidavits.  I  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  adjournments  are  freely 
granted,  What  the  new  civil  rules  of  practice  require  is  that  one 
must  give  an  affidavit  stating  the  reasons  which  necessitated  the  ad¬ 
journment,  and  one  must  also  give  notice  to  the  opposite  side  in  order 
that  it  may  be  aware  of  the  reasons  and  be  ready  to  oppose  or  agree  to 
the  adjournment. 

Mr.  I*.  K.  NARAYANA-  PILLAI  ( Ambalaidir.hu .1 :  How  is  it 
possible  for  a  party  residing  at  Todupuzha  to  file  an  affidavit  where 
there  is  no  possibility  of  administering  the  oath  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Add-  tv.nal  Head  S'rkar-  Vakil) ;  Ifc.can 
be  done  before  the  magistrate ;  there  is  a  magistrate  at  Todupuzha. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambala-guzlui)  Suppose  he 
suddenly  falls  ill. 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  If  ha 
suddenly  falls  ill,  the  affidavit  may  be  filed  later.  Falling' ill  suddenly  and 
getting  ill  suddenly  merely  for  the  purpose  of  adjournment  are  two" quite 
different  things.  If  a  man  suddenly  falls  ill  while  travelling  in  a.  boat  and 
if  he  is  not  able  to  reach  the  court  in  time  he  can  send  a  wire  to  his  vakil ; 
the  vakil  will  put  in  that  wire  in  the  court,  and  say  that  he  will  put  the  for¬ 
mal  affidavit  the  next  day,  on  the  basis  of  the  telegram.  It  is  not  neces¬ 
sary  that  the  affidavit  should  be  directly  from  the  client  himself ;  it  may 
be  sworn  by  somebody  else  and  filed  through  the  vakil.  It  is  with  a 
view  to  cut  short  the  number  of  adjournments  and  for  the  speedy  dis¬ 
posal  of  cases  that,  this  amendment  is  introduced. 

Mb.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  {Ghentjaanur  cum  Paitanam- 
tiita ) :  Does  Mr.  Hnbba  Aiyar  know  that  this  is  not  in  the  Madras  Civil 
Courts'  Guide  ? 

MB.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  No, 
it  is  not  there.  I  will  say  why.  When  a  case  is  taken  up  for  evidence, 
it  is  continued  from  day  to  day.  It  is-  the  invariable  rule  that  a  case 
posted  up  once  should  bo  continued. 

Mb.  K.  PARAME8VARAN  PILLAI  ( Tinmtlla ) :  Is  it  so  in  the 
Munsiffs’  courts  ? 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ■  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  Yes, 
as  far  as  possible.  In  other  words,  the  number  of  adjournments  given 
in  Madras  is  far  less  than  what  it  is  here.  As  I  said,  there  are  only  one 
or  two  instances  where  it  works  hardship.  But  that  is  intended  to  ex¬ 
pedite  the  disposal  of  eases.  If  there  are-  unforeseen  difficulties  experi¬ 
enced  by  parties,  the  vakils  will  make  representations  ;  if  the  courts  feel 
any  -difficulties,  the  Munsiffs  and  Judges  will  make  representations 
to  the  High  Court. 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRI8HNA  PILLAI  (I ■wikam  cum  Etimumir) : 
May  I  know  whether  Mr.  Subba-  Aiyar  has  any  idea  of  the  approximate 
number  of  affidavits  that  are  filed  in  a  District  Court,  for.  instance,  in 
Trivandrum? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I 
have  no  idea.  For,  I  have  never  sworn  an  affidavit  myself. 

Every  statement  contained  in  an  application  has  to  be  supported 
by  an  affidavit.  The  party  is  tied  down  by  it  and  he  will  be  proceeded 
against  if  the  allegations  are  untrue.  If  any  difficulty  is  found  in  regard 
to  the  working  of  these  rules  the  subordinate.,  courts  can  make  repre¬ 
sentations  to  the  High  Court  and  they  will  be  ready  to  consider  them. 

Then  it  was  asked  whether  all  the  representations  were,  considered. 

I  may  assure  the  members  that  all  the  representations  have  been  consi¬ 
dered...  Whatever  representations  were  made— I  know  as.ja' matter. of  fact 
that  various  Bar  Associations  were  consulted  and  time  Was  also  granted 
to  them  by  the  High  Court  for  representation — they  were  considered  by 
the  High  Court. 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MEN  ON  (Qtriltm).:.  What  wits  the  time  given 
for  representations  ? 
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Mb,  V,  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirhar  Vakil)  •  Mv 
own  idea  is  that  not  less  than  three  months  were  allowed.  At,  any  rate, 

I  know  three  or  four  months  were  allowed  for  the  Association  at  Trivan¬ 
drum  to  represent  their  opinions, 

Mb.  J,  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Ohmganachcry  c.uih  ■  Afinachil);-  Does 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  know  that  n,  communication  was  sent  by  the  Kottayam 
Bar  Association  ? 

Mb,  V.  8UBBA-  AIYAR  (Additional  .Head  Sukar  I  'al.il):  Ido 
not  know.  But  whatever  was  submitted  was  received  by  the  High 
Court,  and  they  have  considered  it.  . 

Mb.  N,  BAMAKRI8HNA  PILLAI  (Vaikmn  cum  Elhmanur) : 
May  I  know  whether  the  rules  were  published  in  the  Gazette  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  A.IYAR,  (Additional  Head  Hirlrtr  Vakil)  :  Which  , 
rules? 

Mb,  N.  RAMAKRISHJNA  PILLAI  (Vail- am  cum  lithmamtr) : 
The  Guide  rules. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirfotr  Vakil) :  With 
reference  to  publishing  the  Guido  previously,  I  must  say  that 
no. circular  has  been  ever  published  as  a  draft.  There  are  rules  which, 
under  certain  Regulations,  require  previous  publication  ;  such  rules,  of 
course,  are  published  previously,  and  the  public  are  allowed  to  express 
their  views  in  the  matter.  But  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  does  not 
provide  that  all  the  rules  should  take  effect,  only  after  previous  publi¬ 
cation.  As  to  the  practice  in  the  High  Court,  they  have  all  along  been 
issued  as  circulars  without  previous  publication.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair 
to  suggest  that  the  civil  rules  were  purposely  enacted  before  previous 
publication  with  a  view  not  to  get  public  opinion  in  the  matter.  The 
people  who  are  best  to  offer  criticism  in  the  matter  are  the  members  of 
the  Bar  Associations.  They  were  consulted.  They  sent  up  their  views 
and  the  High  Court  took  into  consideration  those  views. 

Then,  again,  Mr.  Narayana  Piilai  said  something  about  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Court.  It  is  stated  in  Section  45  that  the  plaint  should  be 
written  in  a  language  other  than  English.  I  have  already  stated  that 
all  the  rules  in  the  Guide  are  not  new.  They  were  being  followed  with¬ 
out  difficulty'.  I- admit  that  it  would  have  been  better  if  the  transla¬ 
tion  had  also  been  published.  All  the  vakils  that  are  practisin'*—! 
mean  practically,  if  not  all  -know  English. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhah-pusha) :  Is  it  sufficient 
if  the  vakils  alone  know  English  ?  Should  not  clients  also  know  English 
to  understand  the  Guide  V 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Isay 
it  would  have  been  better  if  the  translation  also  had  been  published. 
But  that  ought  not  to  influence  ns  in  any  way  n,nd  the  rules  which  had. 
been  in  force  for  the  last  three  mouths  should  not  be  suspended  because 
the  translation  is  not  published. 
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Mb.  J.  JOHN  NTDIRY  (Ch-anganachen/  cum  Minarlnl) :  Was 
there  any  special  necessity  for  such  a  hurry  ? 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAIt  (Additional  Head  Airlnr  Tali?)  :  I  do 
not 'know  whether  this  measure  was  enacted  hastily. 

M».  M.  H.  MADHAYA  VAKIAR  {('htncjunnur  cum  PalUtnam- 
tiilu)  :  May  I  know  what  they  did  during  eight  months  ’? 

Mb.  V.  FiTBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  sirtw  lalil)’.  Thus 
much  I  know.  The  Chief  Justice  and  Mr.  Oherivan  were  sitting  in 
i heir  chambers,  day  after  day,  going  on  with  these  rules.  They  were 
engaged,  day  after  day,  during  court  hours,  with  this  work  and 
this  work  alone,  so  that,  whatever  amendments  were  necessary  were 
made,  the  existing  circulars  were  revised,  and  they  were  put  under  their 
proper  headings,  so  that  it  might  he  easy  for  ns  to  pick  them  up  in  a 
moment  and  to  make  them,  as  far  as  possible,  suitable  t.o  the  present 
•  conditions. 

Then  again,  we.  have  been  nil  along  urging  that  the  delay  in 
the  civil  courts  has  been  very  long,  and  there  has  been  pendency  for  very 
many  years  in  the  High  Court.  This  necessarily  suggests  that,  hereafter, 
adjournment  should  not  be  granted  ordinarily  and  that  adjourn¬ 
ment  applications  should  he  accompanied  by  affidavits.  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  that  ought  to  be  welcomed  rather  than  criticised. 

I  was  reading  to-day  the  chapter  on  judgement  in  the  Olv-il  Courts’.; 
Guide,.  It  states  that  all  the  days  on  which  a. case  was  adjourned 
for  final  hearing  should  be  noted  in  the  judgment..  That  would  enable 
the  appellate  court,  to  know  how  long  a  court  was  engaged  in.  the  final 
hearing  of  a  ease.  This  will  enable  the  High  Court  to .  take  to  task 
judges  or  munsiffs  if  they  in  any  way  contribute  to  the  delay.  At  the. 
time  of  the  budget  session,  we  were  concerned  with  the  protracted  delay  of  . 
the  civil  courts  in  the  disposal  of  cases,  and"  we  found  fault  with  them  for 
not  disposing  of  them  early.  If  we  suspend  the  operation  of  the  civi  1  rules . 
of  practice,  which  the  whole  body  of  the  High  Court  consider  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  efficient,  working  of'  the  courts,  the  only  result  willbe 
that  they  will  turn  round  and  say  :  “We  framed  some  ruies  after  mature 
consideration  and  deliberation  which  will  be  suitable  and  which  will 
enablelus  to  secure  speedy  disposal  of  the  cases.  The  Coimci l  put  an 
obstacle  to  it.  ”  •  The  result  of  it  will  be,  I  fear,  a  worse  pile.  There 
are, instructions,  and  injunctions  about  the  hircumstahces  uiider  which: 
adjournments  can  be  granted.  ■  Sometimes  parties  and  vakils  consider  it 
desirable  to  have  an  adjournment. 

•  Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MEN  ON  (Qm/on) :  '  Hoes  Mr.  Subha  Wiyar 
say  that  the.  vakils  are  interested  in  having  eases  postponed  ?  ■ 

Me..  V-.  SUBBA  A1YAR  {Additional  Head  Mrkar  Cal  it) :  I 
never  said  that. ..  I ;  say  that  a  vakil  might  not;  be  in  a  position 
to  attend  the  court  owing  to  some  inconvenience  or  various  other 
causes.;,  Owing  to  the  inconvenience  of  the  vakils  or  of  the  parties 
it  may  be  necessary  to  put  off  the  case.  In  all  these  cases,  adjournments 
could  be  avoided  and  the  delay  cut  short  if  .the  Gpide  is  strictly  followed 
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I  do  not  know  whether  we  will  he  justified  in  suspending  the  rules'  and 
interfering  with  the  discretion  of  the  High  Court  to  make  suitable  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  speedy  disposal  of  the  cases.  We  shall  be  taking  a 
very  serious  responsibility  if  we  interfere  with  that,  because  they  will  say 
that  they'  will  not  be  responsible  for  the  delay  in  the  disposal  of  cases. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trimitdmm  cum  Nerlumanguct)  :  Sir, 
I  have  got  an  ancient  right,  a  statutory  privilege,  to  lend  my  most 
emphatic  support  to  the  resolution,  because,  if  you  look  over  the 
records  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Council,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the 
budget  discussion  of  1097,  I  raised  the  question,  and  I  referred  to 
the  attempt  to  produce  a  Civil  Procedure  Code  as  a  kind  of  electric 
inspiration  to  generate  the  current  to  kill  a  fly.  I  am  referring  to  this 
expression  to  carry  home  to  my  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
that  the  apprehensions  then  entertained  have  more  than  happened. 
The  litigant  world,  the  hapless  clients  .and  helpless  vakils  are  in  a 
state  of  amazement,  in  a  condition  of  bewilderment ;  for,  a  new  planet 
has  shot  into  the  ken,  and  the  planet  is — it  is  not  even  a  planet,  it 
is  a  comet — which  can  be  described  by  the  vernacular  translation 
BMmaMtu,  (laughter)  so.  that  we  do  not  know  what  we  are. to  do. 

Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai* has  raised  a  very  important  question 
regarding  the  language  of  the  court.  The  explanation  that  has  been 
offered  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  is  far  from  convincing.  In  a  country  in¬ 
habited  by  educated  people,  who  talk  a  particular  language— -or  one  or 
two  languages — that  the  vernacular  should  be  always  kept  in  a  position 
of  subordination  is  a  proposition  which  cannot  commend  itself  to  me 
particularly,  so  far  as  the. proceedings  before  the  courts  of  law  are  con¬ 
cerned.  I  am  for  extending  the  scope  of  vernaculars  in  this  matter.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  go  to  the  extent  of  saying  that  even  the  arguments 
of  vakils  may  be-in  Malayalam,  because  the  clients  may  have  a  chance 
to  correct  the  vakil  if  the  vakil  has  not  studied  the  facts  of  the  case 
sufficiently  well.  I  ain  certainly  in  favour  of  English,  but  not  for  its. 
being  made  the  language  in  a  subordinate  court  of  law. 

The  affidavit  causes  difficulties  to  all  manner  of  people.  Mr. 
Subba  Aiyar,  though  he  opposed  the  resolution,'  has  conceded  that  an 
affidavit  ean  be  easily,  manufactured..  If  the  party  is  unable  to  appear 
he  has  only  to  send  a  telegram,  and  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  expects  the  vakil 
to  find  out  some  person  before  whom  the  affidavit  may  be  sworn,  as 
though  the  vakils  or  their  clerks  have,  motor  cars  arranged  for  them  to 
find  out  some  person  who  would  attest  that  affidavit.  My  friend  'was. 
not  hitherto  put  to  the  necessity  of  getting  an  affidavit  filed  in  a 
court.-;  but  I  am  sure  that,  considering  the  extensive  and  lucrative 
practice  he  has,  he  will  be  put  to  the  necessity  of  having  affidavits  filed 
any  number  of  times  before  Ire  leaves  the  profession.  It  is  difficult, 
Sir,  to  get  affidavits  recorded  because  a  low  petty  officer  will  insist  On 
some  baksheesh,  ( laughter )  some  kind  of  consideration,  at  least  a  bland- 


ishment,  an  entreaty  made  for  the  Lime  being  by  the  vakil  or  his  clerk, 
because  he  has  under  the  act  to  request  in  all  humility,  in  order 
that  the  affidavit  may  have  to  be  forthcoming. 

There  is  a  difficulty  on  the  other  side— 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Mr  tor  Vakil) :  Have 
not  the  members  of  this  Council  power  to  attest  affidavits  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trimndrum  cum  Nnliuiiumjad) :  I 
am  just  referring  to  it.  The  members  of  the  Council,  as  has  been  sug¬ 
gested  by  my  friend,  have  got  the  power.  Sir,  the  Travancorc  Govern¬ 
ment  has  given  privileges  to  non-officials:  But  this  privilege,  i:is:.,  to 
put  a  member  of  this  Council  in  the  same  category  with  a  head  clerk 
in  the  Munsiff's  Court  ( laughter )  is  not,  so  far  as  the  members  of  this 
Council’ arc  concerned,  a  pleasing  spectacle.’  They  have  done  it.  Sir, 
as  a  sop  to  non-official  opinion.  And  a  busy  member  of  this  Council 
who  may  have  his  own  profession  or,  if  he  is  an  official,  who  may  have 
his  departmental  duties,  will  find  it  impossible  for  him  to  do  any  business 
when  parties'  or  vakils  or  vakils'  clerks  and  all  manner  of  peojile  come 
to  them  with  a  telegram  which  is  sent  from  Todupuzha,  as  the  Law- 
Member  put  it,  to  have  affidavits  sworn  before  him.  The  only  object 
will  be  to  put  a  premium  on  perjury.  It  is  not  insisted  that  the 
vakil  should  put  in  an  affidavit.  Any  kind  of  clerk,  first  rate  or  third 
rate,  is  enough.  Something  must  appear,  .something  must  be  sworn 
and  a  little  ink  should  be  spilt  on  paper  and  there  must  be  a  signature  ; 
so  that  all  the  advantages  that  Mr.  fiubba  Aiyar  expects  of  the  system 
are  really  absent.  My  friend  Mr.  Bamakrishna  Pillai  put  a  very 
pertinent  question,  whether  Mr;  Bubba  Aiyar  bad  -any  knowledge  of 
the  number  cf  affidavits  that  are  filed  in  courts.  Sir,  I  can  testify 
to  the  circumstance  that  whole  reams  of  paper  are  consumed  in  this 
enterprise.  Mr.  I-Iodgson  who  is  an  eminent  authority  on  literature 
will  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  what  I  say  Vhen  1  refer  to  the  controversy 
between  Professor  Salmatius  and  Milton.  Milton  in  order  to  teach 
the  Professor  a  good  lesson  said  that  the  writ  ings  that  the  Professor  had 
produced  were  fit  to  be  taken  to  the  fish  market  to  pack  fish.  So 
this  kind  of  affidavit  is  absolutely  useless-  It  is  troublesome,  it  will 
encumber  the  records,  it  will  entail  on  this  Council  the  necessity;  to. 
spend  more  money,  because  every  court  will  ask  for  new’  almirahs  when 
this  is  the  case,  I  submit  that  the  question  requires  reconsideration, 

Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  said  that  the  number  of  new  provisions  woe -small. 
But  he  knows  that  if  we  add  one  ounce  of  strichnine  lira  tumbler  full 
of  water,  even  though  the  tumbler  may  be  completely  filled  with  water, 
the  .people  who  drink  it  . will  . die,  So,  in  the  same  way,  these  small  pro¬ 
visions  are.  creating  so  much  trouble  and  that  argument  also  fails, 

,  The  arguments  that  have  been  advanced  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  not  been  answered.  They  are  raised  in  every'  part  of  the  country 
and  they  require  examination.  No..doubt,  wo  do  not  question  the  good 
faith  of  the  High  Court.  Probably  they  might  have  thought  it  useful, 
.brrt.  we  have  demonstrated  that  that  view  of  the  High  Court  is  not  quite 
right  and  the  matter  requires  reconsideration. 
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Mr.  K.  PA1UMESVAKAN  PILLAI  iTirumllu)  :  Sir,  1  have 
great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  resolution.  You  might  remember,  Sir, 
that  at  the  time  when  the  principle  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  was 
being  discussed  in  this  House,  the  members  o.u  this  side  of  the  House 
were  unanimous  in  expressing  the  apprehension  that,  if  the  power 
of  making  orders  and  rules  were  given  to.  the  High  Court,  it  might  create 
hardship.  Our  apprehensions  in  that  respect  have  been  more  than 
justified  by  the  procedure  that  the  High  Court  have  taken  now  in  hav. 
mg  brought  into  practice  the  CM  I-  Courts'  Guide  without:  giving  the 
people  an  opportunity  .of  expressing  their  opinion  upon  the  matter. 
Probably  we  had  agreed  to  the.  principle  of  civil  courts  legislation  being 
adopted  wholesale.  We  should  have  added  only  a  few  sections  of  the 
Civil  Procedure  Code  which  form  a-  substantial  portion  of  it  and  the 
rest  would  have  been  very  often  altered  by-  the  High  Court  without' 
inviting  any  public  criticism  on  them,  Now,  Sir,  solar  a-s  the  present 
Gibil  Courts'  Guide  is  concerned,  from  the  attitude  of  those  members  of 
the  Council  who  belong  to  the  Bar  who  are  present  here,  you  will  see 
that  they  are  almost  uniform  in  their  opinion  that  there  are  several 
provisions  in  the  Civil  Courts'  Guide  which  work  hardship  upon  the 
practising  lawyers  and  the  litigant  public.  I  am  quite  surprised  to-find — 
knowing  as  we  do  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Civil  Courts'  Guide—  that 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  should  stand. up  and  oppose  the  resolution.  Probably 
I  say  it  is  his  unfortunate  position  to-day  that  makes  him  stand  up  to 
oppose  the  resolution  instead  of  supporting  it.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  had  been  on  this  side  of  the  House.,  1  have  no  doubt  that  he  would 
have  led  the  opposition  to  the  Cioid  Courts'  Guide  to-day, 

lu  answering  some  of  the  objections  raised  to  the  Vi  pit  Courts'  Guide 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  said  that  it  has  been  provided — that  the  rule  that  every 
•"application  for  adjournment  should  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  has 
been  introduced  in  the  Ciril  Courts'  Guide — only  t.o  prevent  appli¬ 
cations  for  adjournment  being  put  in  without  any  proper  ground, 
He  also  said  that  the  High  Court  wanted  to  prevent  people  from  filing 
affidavits  for  the  purpose  of  getting  adjournment  alone.  Well,  I  sub¬ 
mit,  if  that  is  the  object  o!  the  High  Court,  I  think  that  object  will 
ho  .defeated,  because,  so  far  as  those  who  malinger  arc  concerned,  they 
can  easily  find  out  somebody  before  whom  to  swear  an  affidavit 
and  apply  for  an  adjournment,  and  they  will  easily  succeed  in  getting 
an  affidavit.  The  difficulty  will  come  in  with  regard  to  those  'people 
vyho  would  not  malinger  but  who  are.  actually  in  need  of  an  adjournment 
because  .they  arc  i.oaliy  sick,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting 'affidavits  swoni 
will  be  in  tlmir  ease  very  difficult.  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  pointed  olit  that 
that  would  be  another  source  of  corruption  in  the  subordinate  service, 
jje'eause.  in  mofussil  stations,  you  . can  rarely  get  very  respectable  people 
before  whom  to  swear  affidavits,  People  will  probably  have  to  go  to  the 
head  clerk  of  the  MunsiJTs  Court  who  will  charge  a  fee  for  every  affidavit 
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sworn  before  him,  and  it  will  be  a  source  of  profi  t  to  him  and  a  source 
of  corruption  in  the  lower  rungs  of  the  department.  Of  course,  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  was  finding'  fault  with  the  speakers  on  this  side  of  the  House  for  not 
pointing  out  all  those  provisions  of  the  Civil  Courts’  Guide  which  worked 
hardship.  As  Mr.  Narayana  Pillar  said,  if  we  are  only  to  detail  all  the 
difficulties,  it  will  be  simply  taking  up  the  whole  of  the  time  of  the 
Council.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  it  has  been  our  actual  experience  that 
the  Guide  has  been  found  to  work  hardship.  Therefore,  that  is 
sufficient  reason  for  stating  that  the  provisions  of  the  Guide  should  not 
be  brought  into  actual  practice  till  the  Civil  .Procedure  Code  Bill  is 
passed  into  law.  As  the  time  is  up,  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything 
more  on  this  subject.  I  heartily  support  tire  proposition. 

Mr,  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLA.I  (Kottamlnm  cum  Kmmnt- 
tur)\  Sir,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  has  easily  said  that  if  a  party  is  unable 
to  appear  at  a  particular  date  for  his  ease  and  if  lie  informs  his  vakil, 
‘of  his  inability,  the  vakil  has  to  put  in  an  affidavit  into-  the  court 
to  that  effect  and  the  adjournment  of  the  case  is  easily  got.  But 
I  think  I  can  bring'  to  the  notice  of  Mr,  Subha  Aiyar  rule  9  of  th e  Civil 
Courts’  Guide  which  says : 

“Thn  party  filing  an  affidavit  intended  tn  be  ready  in  support  o £  the.  application  shall 
give  not  leiw  than  2  days’  notion 'thereof  to  other  parties  whs  shall  bo  entitled  to  inspect 
and  obtain  copies  of  the  same  and  to  file  counter  affidavits,  shall  give  notioe  therefore  to' 
the  applicant  who  may  inspect  and  obtain  copies  of  tlw  same  and  file  affidavits  in 
reply.” 

So  a  party  who. puts  in  an  application  along  with;  an  affidavit,  for 
the  adjournment  of  a  particular  case  has  to, satisfy  the;  requireinents-  of' 
all  these  formalities.  Accordingly,  if  he  wants  another  adjournment  he 
has  to  do  the  same.  '  But,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  has  been 
telling  us  that  this  affidavit  is  necessary  for  cutting  short  a  number  of 
adjournments  in  these  court's.  .'Similarly  Sir,  if  we  go  through  a  different 
section  of  the  Civil  Courts’  Guide,  we  are  very  much  handicapped, 
and  there  -are  Very  many  rules  in  this  which  cause  veal'  hardship. 
Suppose  I  get  a  mkh'a kit  from  a  Nambudiri  who  resides  iii;  British  ! 
Cochin  or  in  a  foreign  country  asking  me  to  apply  for  money.’  Of 
course,  for  a. vakil  to  apply  for  .money  deposited  in.  court  belonging  to., 
tlie  party,,  he. 'has  to  undergo  very,  many  difficulties.  Certain  sections.in, 
this 'Guide  authorise  a  valdl'  to  get  the  payment  of  the  money  deposited 
in  court  on.  behalf  of  his  party,  hut  a  curious  incident  I  shall  point 
out  in  regard  to  a  schedule  attached  to  the  CirilGourts'  (Guide..  Of  course( 
it  prescribes  form  No.  31  in  which  the  application  for  payment  of  money, 
put  into  court  has  to  be  signed.  ,  Many  details  have  to  be  entered  in  this 
form.  So  the  vakil  applies  for  the  money  and  this  form  has  to  be  signed  for 
the  party  who  resides  in  British  India  or  in  British  Cochin  or  in  any  other 
country.  -  Very  many  difficulties  of  this  nature  occur  in'  the  Ci  vil  Cour  ts’ ' 
Guide,  and,  as  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  pointed  out,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  detail  them  here.  So  I  fully  support  the  resolution. 
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:  [Mr.  C.  Sankara  Menon.] 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quifon) :  In  supporting  the  resolu¬ 
tion,  I  propose  to  confine  myself  to  replying  to  some  of  the  arguments 
advanced  by  Mr,  Subba  Aiyar.  .  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar.has  observed  that,  the 
opinions  were  obtained  from  the  Bar  Association,  as  well.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  it  is  true  ;  but  sufficient  time  was  not  given  them  to  study  these 
rules  and  submit  their  opinion.  Many  of  the  practical  difficulties  now 
found  could  have  been  avoided  if  some  pleaders  of  tbe  mofussil  courts  had 
also  been  consulted  in  the.  framing  of  these  rules.  They  would  be  in  a 
position,  at  any  rate,  to  point  out  the  practical  difficulties  and  the  High 
Court  could  have  avoidedfmucli  of  the  practical  difficulties  now  found 
in  the  working  of  these"rules. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  in  saying  that  many  of  the  provisions 
arc  very  necessary.  In  fact,  there  was  no  uniformity  in  the  forms  and 
procedure  of  civil”  courts  and  I  think  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  a 
better  form.  If  the  members  of  the  Bar  also  had  been  properly  con¬ 
sulted  in  the  matter  there  would  have  been  no  room  for  complaint. 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  observed  that  all  the  opinions  had  been .  fully  con¬ 
sidered.,  and  that  two  senior  judges  of  the  High  Court  were  engaged'  in 
the  preparation  of  this  Guide,  If  that  be  so,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
work  could. have  been  done  at  a  much  less  cost.  I  have  carefully  read 
all  theprovisions.  and  .  I  know  that  the  rales  were  taken  from  the  Madras 
Civil  Buies  of  Practice. 

Me.  T,  R.  VELU  I’lLLAI  (Trivan, drum-  cum  Neduvmigad)  ■ 
May  I  know  how  many  years  of  practice  Mr.  Sankara  Mon  on  has  put  in 
since  he  became  a  standing  vakil  in  the  profession '? 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  .(Qnilon) :  Twenty-one  years .  of  . 
practice. 

Another  observation  of  Mr,  Subba  Aiyar  was  that,  owing  to  the 
vigorous  working  of  the  rules,  vakils  find  difficulty  in  getting  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  cases.  I  .believe,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  himself  knows  that 
no  rules  of  practice  could  overcome  the  ingenuity  of  vakils,  (hiiig/itt-r) . 
and  therefore  these  rules  cannot  serve  that  purpose, 

Another  argument  of  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  was  that  the  High  Court 
would  say  that  the  Council  'was  •  interfering  with  them  and  that 
they  were  not  'responsible  for  the  delay  in  the  administration  of  . 
justice.  That  is  a  threat  which  ought  not  to  deter  this  Council  from 
doing  its  duty.  (Hear,  hear.)  ’ 

If  efficient  officers  ,  had  been  appointed  for  .the  •'''discharge'  of.;' 
duties.  I  think  all  this  *  delay  mould  have',  been;  avoided.  -  The  delay  ' 
is  due  more  to  the '  inefficiency  of  the  judiciary'  than  to  anything; 
else.  I  know  they  very  oftemaccusc  vakils  of\  contributing  to  the 
delay  in  the.  disposal  of  cases.-  As  :ihe  rules  of  procedure  stand,.;  a 
vakil  cannot,  protract  a  case  for  any  indefinite,  .length  of  time  if  the 
officer  knows  his  duty  well. 
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The  chief  difficulty  now  is  due  to  the  want  of  a  Malayalam  translation 
of  these  rules.  Many  of  the  papers  to  be  presented  to  a  court  will 
have  to  be  attended  to  by  vakils’  clerks,  and,  if  the  translation  of  these 
rules  is  not  available,  the  vakils  themselves  will  have  to  attend  to  these 
•  things,  for:  which  .  they  cannot  find  time.  As  it  is,  Vakils  have  to 
devote  their  attention  more  to  this  than  to  t}ie  study  of  their  case.  If 
a  Malayalam  translation  is  available,  these  difficulties  could  have  been 
avoided.  Before  the  rules  were  brought  into  operation,  a  Mala¬ 
yalam  translation  of  them  should  have  been  furnished,  and  some  time 
should  have  been  given  so  that  the  vakils  and  their  clerks  might 
become  familiar  with  the  rules.  Therefore,  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
supporting  this  resolution. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ) :  I  move  for  a  closure, 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  I  second  the  motion. 

The  motion  for  closure  was  put  and  carried. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Chengannur  cum  Pattern  am- 
titia)-.  Sir,  I  introduced  this  resolution  because  I  found  that  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  hew  Civil  Courts’  Guide  was  creating  a  lot  of  difficulties  to  all 
parties  concerned  and  I  am  not  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  the 
learned  Law  Member  that,  if  this  Civil  Courts'  Guide  is  suspended,  the 
High  Court  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  dispose  of  cases.  The  learned 
Law  Member  was  telling  us  that  the  new  Civil  Courts'  Guide  consists  of 
circulars  which  have  already  existed  before  and  only  very  few  additions 
or  amendments  have  been  made.  I  submit  that,  without  these 
very  few  amendments  and  additions,  the  High  Court  will  be  able 
to  carry  on  the  work  with  the  circulars  which  already  exist. 
Moreover,  the  Law  Member  was  telling  us  that  the  High  Court 
took  eight  months  for  making  these  few  additions  and  amendments, 
and  he  was  advancing  it  as  an  argument  for  accepting  the  Civil 
.  Courts'  Guide. 

Then,  another  argument  he  advanced  was  that  almost  all  the  pro¬ 
visions  were  incorporated  in  the  new  Civil  Courts'  Guide  with  a  view  to 
expedite  work  in  the  civil  courts.  But  so  far  as  the  working  of  the 
new  Civil  Courts'  Guide  is  concerned,  I  think  it  is  only  hindering  work 
or  producing  more  delay  ;  and  these  points  were  sufficiently  explained 
by  Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai.' 

I  referred  to  only  two  or  three  points  in  the  Civil  Courts’  Guide. 
I  never  took  this  House  to  be  a  Select  Committee' to  discuss  all  the  diffi¬ 
culties  arising  from  the  working  of  the  Civil  Courts’  Guide.  I  simply 
pointed  out  that  there  were  some  difficulties,  and  I  pointed  out  only 
certain  glaring  difficulties  of  the  litigant  public.  Because  I  referred  only 
to  certain  difficulties,  it  should  not  be ,  understood  that  there  are  not 
others  at.  all  caused  by  this  Civil  Courts'  Guide. 

Then ’another  point  which  was  raised  was  that  the  public  were  not 
given  an  opportunity  to  discuss  the  rules,  and  the  reply  given  by  the 
Law  Member  was  that  circulars  are  not  generally  published  for  the 
criticism  of  the  public.  I  submit  there  is  a  difference  between  the  cir¬ 
culars  which  he  mentioned  and  the  Cml  Courts'  Guide.  The  circular 
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are  generally  issued  piecemeal  and  periodically  and  not  in  a  book 
form.  They  are  codified  in ■  a  book  form  and  issued.  That  was  what 
was  done  with  regard  to  the  High  Court  circulars.  Now,  the  Civil 
■  Cmrii  Guide' in  a  series  of  rules  and  it  is  not  a  circular.  Sotheargu- 
ment  which' he  advanced  .with  regard  to  circulars  cannot  be  reasonably 
applied  to  the  publication  of  the  Civil  Courts'  Guide.  I  don’t  find  that 
all  the  points  which  I  have  raised  are  answered  by  the  learned  Law 
Member.  So  I  press  the  motion  to  a  division. 

ME.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Valdl):  Sir,  I 
have  already  explained  the  situation.  Mr.  C.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai 
confronted  me  with  quoting  a  -rule.  That  rule  is  intended  only  to  cases 
where  an  adjournment  application  has  to  be  made.  That  does  not 
interfere  with  the  proposition  that  I  laid  down. 

As  for  the  other  point;  ;..c.,  if  the  practical  working  of  any  parti¬ 
cular  rule  is  found  to  cause  serious  hardship;  to;  the  litigant  public, ' 
to  the  vakil,  the.  vakil’s  clerk  or  anybody  else,  if  that  is  pointed 
out  tO’  the  High  Court,  they  will  .be  glad,  to  rectify  it  as  far  as 
possible.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to 
suspend,  the,  operation  of  the  whole  civil  rules  of  practice,  because  the 
operation,  of  some  of  the  rules  here. and  there,  according  to  some,  would 
be’ objectionable;.  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  said  that  a  good  portion  of 
it  was  acceptable.  There  is  no  finality  in  these  matters.  If  any 
practical  inconvenience  is  caused,  certainly,  that,  is  a  matter,  to  be 
placed  before  the  High  Court  as  they  are  the  authority  to  repeal,  it. 
It  may  be  — 

Mb.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA;  PILLAI  (Vaikam.com  Ettumanur): 
May  I  know  whether  there  ,  is  any  particular  difficulty  in  postponing 
the  application  of  these  rules? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil) :  Yes ; 
because  the  rules  have  come  into  force? from:  the  1st.  Vrischikam.  If 
we  suspend  it,  the  old  rules  are' not  revived. 

MB.  P.  Ii.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (dmhalaputha) :  Will  not  the 
old  rules  remain?  - 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirlcar.  Vakil)  :  The 
new  rules  have  come  into  force. 

Anyhow  no  necessity  has  been  made  out  as  to  whether  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  suspend  the  whole  thing — 

Mr.  .JOSEPH  PANJIKAiRAN  (Sherlallai):  Is  anybody  bound 
to  attest  an  affidavit  although  he.  may  h  ave,  the,  privilege,  to  dq.so  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ~  (Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil): 
Officers  are  bound  to  attest  it.  V 

Mr.  dOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Sherlalla) :  Will  you  kindly 
quote  the  Regulation  under  which  the  officers  are  hound  to.  do. so  ?  : ' 

Mr.  V,  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Addidhmal  Head  S>rJur  Vakil) :  f 
cannot  do  so  now.  " 
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Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI;  ( Amhalapusha ) :  Eor  the  in¬ 
formation  of  the  House,  I  shall — 

PEESIDENT  ;  You  are  not  in  possession  of  the  House,  and  so 
you  cannot  give  your  opinion. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( Shortallai. ) :  Is  it  lawful  for 

the  officer  to  get  some  remuneration  for  attesting  affidavits  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)’  I  do 
not  think  — 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( Shertallai ) :  What  I  ask  is, 
is  there  any  statutory  duty  on  any  officer  that  he  should  attest  affidavits  ? 

Is  it  now  lawful  on  his  part  to  claim  some  remuneration  for  attesting 
:  affidavits  ? 

Mb,  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  • 

People  other  than  officers  may  attest  it.  Officers  in  the  headquarters 
Will  be  in  a  position  to  attest  affidavits. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( Shertallai ):  Is  there  any  Re¬ 
gulation  or  rule  bystatute? 

PRESIDENT  ;  That  is  his  opinion. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum .  cum  Nctkimangud) :  Is 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  aware  that  the  present  Civil  Courts’  Guide  imposes 
certain  duties  on  His  Highness  the Maha  Raja?  (Laughter.) 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Iain 
not. aware  of  that. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (T  rivaiidmiu  cum  Neclumailgad ) 
Does  not  the  Civil  Court s'  Guide  use  the  expression  “His  Highness  the 
Maha  Raja  shall  appoint  the  Judges”  ?  ( Laughter •) 

PRESIDENT :  I  shall  put  this  resolution  to  the  vote  of  the 
House. 

The  resolution  was  put  to  the  vote  and  was  carried,  24  voting  joi 
and  15  against. 

«  PRESIDENT ;  The  next  resolution  is  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Tariatu  Kunjitomm an  and  runs  as  follows: 

"Appointment  of  n  Committee  to  Enquire  into  the  Conductlof 
Government  Officers . 

Mu.  Taeiaiu  KuNJrroMMAN ; 

Tins  Council  recommends  to  tin:  Government  that  a  Clolmnittce  Consisting  of  a 
non-official  majority  be  appointed  to  ciniuiru  whether  offioors  are  causing  '.hard¬ 
ships  to  the  people  by  talcing  bribes  nr.showing  communal  partiality  in  the  discharge  . 
of  their  official  duties  and,  if  so,  to  propose  the  necessary  remedial  measures.” 

This  sho  uld  be  deemed  to  have  been  withdrawn  since  he  is  absent, 

’The  Council  adjourned  at  5-24  r,  u,  sine  die, 

S.  PARAMESVAEA  AIYAii,  . 

*  Secretly  to  the  Legislative  Council. 
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Wednesday  the  4th  June,  1924. 

( OFFICIAL  REPORT.) 

The  Council  assemble!  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at 
Eleven  Thirty-six  of  the  Clock,  the  President  presiding. 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

The  following  members  were  sworn  in  under  Rule  20  of  the 
Legislative  Council  Electoral  Rules  : — 

Mr.  J.  Stephenson,  b.  sc.  (Ay.  Director  of  Public  Instruction ).  - 
Mr.  S.  T.  Ponnuswami  Pillai,  L.  m.  &  s.  ( Surgeon  in  charge)' 

Mr.  E.  K.  Krishna  Pillai,  B.  a.  (Ag.  Commissioner  of  Police ) . 

Mr.  P.-  T.  Thomas  (. Kuttayam ). 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


[Order  made  by  the  President  \ under  Standing  Order  No.  12 —  1 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  the  questions  and  answers  to  bo  jut;  and  given  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  shall  bo  placed  on  the  Council  table  15  minutes  before  the  President 
takes  his  seat. 

(2)  The  questions  shall  he  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner : — 

The  Secretary  shall  call  the  name  of  each  iutorpollator  in  serial  order,  specify 
the  sorial  number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  vising  in  his  place,  if  lie  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary  questions 
Supplementary  questions  must  lie  put  immediately  after  the  principal  questions  to 
which  they  relate.]  ' 

,  Tamil  Certificate  holders  in  Malayalam  Schools. 

202.  Mu.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated)-.  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  Tamil  School  Leaving  Certi¬ 
ficate  holders  and  Tamil  Higher  Grade  Elementary  School  Certificate 
holders  are  employed  in  the  Malayalam  schools  of  the  State  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVAEA  AIYAR  (Secretary  Jo  Government) : 
Pour  Vernacular  (Tamil)  School  Leaving  Certificate  holders  and '  six 
Vernacular  (Tamil)  Higher  Certificate  holders,  are  employed  in 
departmental  Malayalam  schools . 

Malayalam  Certificate  holders  in  Tamil  Schools. 

;203.  Mu.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated) :  Will  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  be  jgleased  to  state  how  many  Malayalam  School  Leaving 
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Certificate  holders  and  Malayalam  Higher  Grade  Elementary  School 
Certificate  holders  are  employed  in  the  Tamil  schools  of  the  State  ? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESYAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 
.Forty-one  Vernacular  (Malayalam)  School  Leaving  Certificate  holders 
and  three  Vernacular  (Malayalam)  Higher  Certificate  holders  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  departmental  Tamil  schools. 

Surrender  of  Sannads  by  Vakils  on  accepting  Office. 

204.  Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha)  :  In  view  of 
Sections  13,  14  and  22  of  the  Vakils  Begulation,  will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  make  enquiries  and  state  whether,  in  the  case  of  legal 
practitioners  accepting  service  under  Government,  sannads  have  been 
invariably  surrendered  to  the  courts  in  which  they  were  practising  ? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government', : 
It  is  reported  that  sannads  are  not  being  surrendered. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha) :  May  I 
know  why  the  Government  have  not  insisted  upon  the  surrender  of  the 
sannads  of  those  persons  who  have  reverted  to  the  bar  after  retirement  ? 

Mr.  B.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Government  will  request  tbe  High  Court  to  enquire  into  the  matter. 

Fresh  Sannads  to' retired  Officers  reverting  to  the  Bar. 

205.  Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  In  the  case 
of  retired  officers  who  have  reverted  to  the  bar  on  retirement,  will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  fresh  sannads  have  been  taken  or 
whether  old  sannads  not  delivered  up,  on  entering  service  are  utilised 
for  practising  as  vakils  ? 

Mr.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
Kresh  sannads  have'  not  been  taken  by  these  retired  officers.  They  are 
practising  under  the  old  sannads. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapmha ):  Have  the 
Government  or  those  concerned  in  the  granting  of  sannads  considered 
the  legality  of  allowing  retired  officers  joining  the  bar  to  use  their  old 
sanftads.  ’  , 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  :  Gov¬ 
ernment  have  had  no  occasion  to  consider  the  legality  of  the  question. 
As  I  stated,  the  attention  of  the  High  Court  will  be  invited  to  the 
matter. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha):  Have  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  asked  the  High  Court  to  consider  the  legality  of  the  pro¬ 
cedure  in  the  matter? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Ohief  Secretary  to  Government) :  Gov¬ 
ernment  will  invite  the  attention  of  the ’High  Court.  y 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


769 


Building  and  Furniture  Grants  to  Private  Schools. 

206.  Mb.  V.  KUNJUKEISHNA  PILLAI  (Ghirayinhil) :  (1)  Does 
the  Education  Department  give  building  and  furniture  grants  to  private 
institutions? 

(2)  Are  there  an}'  data  for  the  award  of  such  grants  and,  if  'so, 

what  ? 

(3)  How  many  times  have  the  above  grants  been  awarded  to  the 
Holy  Angels’  Convent,  and  St.  Joseph’s  High  School,  Trivandrum,  and 
what  was  the  amount  awarded  on  each  occasion  ? 

(4)  Have  any  building  or  furniture  granfe  been  awarded  to  the 
Hindu  Mahila  Mandiram,  Trivandrum  ? 

Mb-  8.  PARAM1SSVARA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government) : 

(1)  Yes. 

(2) .  The  member  is  referred  to  Rules  146  (6)  and  (d),  148,  149, 
152  and  153  of  the  Education  Code. 

(3)  Statement  of  grants  made. 


Year. 


Nature  of  grant, 


Amount. 

Rs.  I  ch.  I  c. 


Holy  Angels'  Convent  English  High  School  for  Girls,  Trivandrum. 


1087 

Furniture  grant. 

245 

11 

1089 

Do. 

234 

14 

1097 

Do. 

600 

0 

1090 

Building  grant. 

3,550 

0 

1097 

Do. 

6,440 

0 

St.  Joseph's  English  High  School,  Trivandrum. 


1080 

Building  grant. 

7,045 

0 

0 

1086 

Furniture  grant. 

347 

0 

2 

1089 

I  Do. 

619 

_ i 

0- 

6 

(4)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Mb.  V.  KUNJUKEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Ghirayinhil ) :  Will  the 
the  Government  bo  pleased  to  state  why  they  did  not  award  such 
grants  to  the  Hindu  Mahila  Mandiram  ? 

PRESIDENT :  Will  you  please  repeat  the  question  ? 

Mr.  V.  KUNJUKEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Ghirayinhil !)  :  Vide  part  (4)  of 
the  question.  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to^  state  why  they 
did  not  avtaird  such  grants  to  the  Hindu  Mahila  Mandiram  ?  ■ 
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Mb.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government): 
That  assumes  that  an  application  for  furniture  and  building  grants  was 
made  by  the  Mahila  Mandiram,  about  which  Government  have  no  in¬ 
formation. 


Revenue  Work  in  the  Edavakai  Pakuthies  of 
Ghir  ay  ink'll  Taluk. 

207.  Mb.  V.  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Cldrayinkil)  :{a)  With 
reference  to  the  nine  pakuthies  of  the  Chirayinkil  taluk  in  which  Gov- 
ennenfc  do  not  collect  public  revenue,  will  the  Government  be  pleased 
to  state : 

t.  (1)  whether  the  unassessed  waste  lands  in  the  above  pakuthies 
have  not  been  surveyed  and  demarcated  as  pandaravakai  waste 
lands ; 

(2)  whether  any  puduval  registry  has  been  effected  with  res¬ 
pect  to  these  lands  since  the  last  Settlement,  and,  if  so,  by  whom  the 
applications  have  been  enquired  into  and  the  registry  effected  ;  and 

(3)  whether  the  authorities  who  dispose  of  theso  applications 
are  the  Tahsildars  or  the  Sripadam  authorities,  and,  if  the  latter,  whether 
they  are  empowered  to  do  so  ? 

(b)  A  re  the  Government  aware  that  the  Sripadam  authorities  and 
the  Kilimanur  Edavakai  unauthorisedly  collect  land  revenue  without 
issuing, pattahs  ? 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  remedy  the  said  evil 
through  the  local  Peishkar  ? 

Mb.  E,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

{a)  (1)  No.  The  unassessed  waste  lands  are  surveyed  and  de¬ 
marcated  as  pommholte,  tharisu  or  kadutharisu. 

(2)  -Yes.  This  work  is  attended  to  exclusively  by  the  authori" 
ties  of  the  Kilimanur  Edavakai  or  the  Sripadam,  as  the  case  may  he. 

(3) ’ This  item  of  work  is  not  attended  to  by  the  Tahsildar. 

The  Sripadam  or  the  Kilimanur  Edatvqkai  authorities,  as  the  case  may 
be,  are  attending  to  it  as  usual.  They  1'iave  not  been  empowered  by  the 
Government  to  do  so.  1 

ffl  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(c)  The  assignment  of  waste  lands  within  Edamkais  is  a 
matter  of  arrangement  between  the -holder  of  the  lands  and  the  Edavakai 
authorities,  and  it  does  not  call  for  any  interference  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment. 
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Appointments  in  the  High  Court. 

208.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum) :  {a)  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  the  names  of  the  High  Court  Registrar,  the 
Deputy  Registrar,  the  Manager,  the  Indexer  and  the  Head  Clerk  of  the 
High  Court  ? 

(J)  Were  these  appointments  not  made  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Chief  Justice  ?  ■  . 

Mb-  R.  KRISHNA  PH1I1AI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  • 
(a)  Registrar —  Mr.  P.  N.  Siturama  Aiyar  B.  A.,  b.  l. 

,,  P.  Tandu  Aiyar.  (on  leave.) 

„  P.  S.  Kuppuswami  Aiyar  (Acting). 

,,  P.  S.  Kuppuswami  Aiyar  r.  a.,  b.  b. 

(on  other  duty.) 

„  T.  S.  Appattura  Aiyar  b.  a.  (Acting). 

„  M.  Raman  Menon  b.  a.,  b.  l.  .  (on  other 
duty). 

„  N.  Harihara  Aiyar  b.  a.,  B.  l.  (Acting). 

(on  other  dr  iy). 
,,  TVKuttikrishna  Menon  B.A.,  b.d.  (Acting). 

„  T.  S.  Appattura  Aiyar  B.  A.  (on  other 
duty). 

„  R.  Gopala  Aiyangar  (Acting). 

MR.  M.  N.  PILLAI.  ( Trivandrum' ):  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  there  were  no  non-Brahmin  claimants  for  the 
place  at  the  time  of  the  appointment,  and,  if  so,  why  the  claims  of 
those  people  were  overlooked  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
I  claim  notice. 

Ahkari  Farming  System.. 

209.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum)  :  p<)  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state,  whether  they  are  not  aware  of  the  large  volume 
of  public  opinion  against  the  fanning  out  of  certain  taluks  in  respect 
of  arrack  and  toddy  as  a  monopoly  to  one  person  ?  . 

(6)  Arc  they  not  aware  that  such  practice  entails  loss  on  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  gives  room  for  corruption  on  a  large  scale  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government ): 
( a )  and  (6)  The  farming  system  has  been  given  up,  except  in 
the  Devicolam  taluk  where  peculiar  conditions  prevail. 

Complaints  re.  Quality  of  Salt. 

'  210.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  they  have  received  petitions  from  the  people  of 
Quilon  and  Alleppey  regarding  the  bad  quality  of  salt  supplied  from  the 
middle  of  1098,  and,  if  so,  what  action  they  have  taken  thereon? 


Deputy  Registrar — 
Manager — 

Indexer — 

Filing  Clerk 
(Head  Clerk)— 
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[Mr.  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar.] 

Mb,.  S.  PAEAMBSVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 
The  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  question  is  in  the  negative.  In  view 
of  this,  the  second  part  of  the  question  does  not  arise. 

Supply  of  Salt. 

211.  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  (a)  Is  it  a  fact  that  the 
Excise  Commissioner  reported"  to  the  Government  %that  Mr.  Subrah- 
manya  Karayalar  should  be  ordered  to  supply  superior  salt  and  that  the 
selling  price  of  the  salt  already  stocked  shouid  be  reduced  by  four  annas 
at  the  contractor’s,  risk  ? 

(6)  If  so, 'what  was  the  action  taken  by  the  Government  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Excise  Commissioner  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government) : 

(а)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative.  , 

(б)  1  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  {a),  this  does  not  arise. 

STATEMENTS  LAID  ON  THE  TABLE. 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government) :  Sir, 
under  Rule  52  of  the  Legislative  Council  Rules,  I  beg  to  place  on  the 
table  the  following  statement  of  expenditure  authorised  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  under  Section  16  (9)  of  the  Legislative  Council  Regulation,  II 
of  1097. 


Amount 

Es. 

Remarks. 

Demand  XI — 
Police 

240 

For  the  pay  of  one  second  class  constable 
and  three  fourth  class  constables  temporarily 
added  to  the  Trivandrum  District  Police  in 
co  mection  with  plague  duty  at  Aramboly  with 
effect  from  10-6-1099. 

Demand  XV— 
Medical  De¬ 
partment. 

.90 

Additionally  sanctioned  to  meet  the  expend¬ 
iture  in  the  Devicolam  Division  'in  connec¬ 
tion  with  plague  preventive  measures. 

Demand  XXII- 
Miscellaneous 
items. 

2,000 

For  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
Redeemer  Enquiry  Committee. 

Demand  XXIII 
Loan. 

40,000 

To  meet  the  additional  demand  for  the 
issue  of  the  second  instalment  of  the  loan 
granted  already  as  per  agreements. 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government)'. 

Sir,  with  reference  to  the  answer  given  to  question  No.  4  (d)  asked 
by  Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon  re.  acting  clerks  and  copyists  in  Revenue 
Offices,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  the  29th  October,  1923, 
a  statement  containing  the  information  is  laid  on  the  table  {vide  state-  ■ 
meat  attached).  - 


Castewar  list  of  appointments  made  in  the  Kottayam  Division  in  the  staff  of  copyists  and  clerks, 
since  the  re-organisation  of  the  Land  Kevenue  Department  on  1st  Chingam  1098. 


No. 

Name  of  Offioe. 

vacancy/ 

| 

Name  of  person 

Class  to  which 
the  person 

j!  1 

Qualifications. 

Remarks. 

Clerk  or 
copyist. 

Pay. 

appointed. 

appointed 

belongs. 

Jj  1 1 

Whether  the 
pointed  had  a 
appointment 
date  of  roorg 

1. 

Division  Assistant's  Office, 

Clerk 

[  20 

P.  M.  Matthew 

Christian 

Yes 

No 

English  Middle  School 

Permanent. 

2 

Stationary  Magistrate’s  Court, 
Shertallai 

15 

Padm&nabba  PUlai 

Nair 

|  Yes 

No 

Nil 

Do. 

a 

Stationary  Magistrate’s  Court, 
Bttumanur  ... 

15 

C.  M.  Matthew 

Christian 

No 

No 

S.  S.  L.  C,  Examination 

Acting. 

4 

Division  Cutcherry,  Kottayam  ... 

Clerk 

20 

T.  G.  Ayyappan 

Nair 

Yes 

Yea  ] 

Middle  School 

Do. 

5 

Taluk  Office,  Todupuzha 

15 

Joseph 

Christian 

No 

No 

S.  S.  L.C.  Examination 

Do. 

6 

Do. 

Clerk 

20 

A.  D.  Matthew 

Do. 

No 

No 

-  Do. 

7 

Division  Assistant's  Office, 

Copyist 

15 

I.  C.  Cherian 

Do. 

No 

No 

Do. 

Do. 

8 

Division  Cutcherry,  Kottayam . . . 
Division  Assistant’s  Office, 
Kottayam 

Clerk 

25 

V.  C.  Kuruvila 

Do. 

No 

No 

B.  A. 

Do. 

9 

Copyist 

15 

M.  Sankanni 

Nair 

No 

Yes 

Nil. 

Ag.  He  is  a 

10 

Taluk  Offioe,  Changanachery  ... 

Clerk 

20 

Panikkar 

Padmanabhan  Nair 

'  1 

Do. 

No 

No 

S.  S.  L.  C.  Examination 

disbanded  Re¬ 
venue  Copyist. 
Acting. 

11 

Division  Assistant's  Offioe-, 
Perumpavur 

Copyist 

15 

P.  Ittyerah 

Christian 

No 

No 

Do. 

Do. 

12 

Do. 

Clerk 

20 

S.  Sankara  Pillai 

Nair 

No 

Yes 

Do. 

Do. 

13 

Do. 

Copyist 

15 

G.  Sankara  Pillai. 

Do. 

-No 

Yes 

V.  S- 1.  Examination 

Do. 
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DEMANDS 'FOE  SUPPLEMENTARY  GRANTS. 

Demand  II  — Taxes  on  Income, 

Me.  S.  G.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Inc, owe  Tax  Com. 
missioner)  :  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  for  a,  grant  not  exceeding  Es.  1,504 
tinder  Demand  II — Taxes  on  Income.  As  you  will  observe,  the  amount 
is  required  for  two  purposes — partly  for  the  purchase  of  some  commen¬ 
taries  on  the  Income  Tax  Regulation  for  the  use  of  our  collectors  and 
partly  for  the  payment  of  fees  to  the  Sirtar  Vakils  for  arguing 
cases  before  me  on  behalf  of  the  Sirkar.  As  regards  the  purchase  of 
books  on  income  tax  for  the  use  of  collectors,  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  any  necessity  for  me  to  make  a  long  speech  to  convince  this  Hikiso  of 
the  need  for  reference  hooks  to  these  who  administer  law,  and.  especially 
to  those  who  have  to  work  the  Income  Tax  Regulation.  The  income 
tax  law  is  a  very  difficult  and  complicated  piece  of  legislation.  It  haa. 
been  newly  introduced  in  our  State,  Many  fresh  questions  of  law  and 
also  of  procedure  crop  up  for  decision  every  day,  and  they  have  to  be 
decided  judicially.  Any  incorrect  interpretation  of  a  provision  of  this  in¬ 
tricate  law  is  bound  to  result  either  in  the  loss  of  revenue  legiti¬ 
mately  due  to  the  Government  or  in  oppression  to  the  public. 

Unlike  other  branches  of  law,  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  at  decided 
cases  on  income  tax.  Only  very  few  cases  are  taken  to  the  High  Courts  of 
British  India,  England  or  the  Colonies  ;  and  consequently  reported  cases 
on  income  tax:are  necessarily  very  few. 

I  may  say  that  I  am  glad  to  note  that  complaints  about  the  working 
of  the  Income  Tax  Regulation  are  becoming  very  much  less  owing  to  the 
fact  that  officers  are  becoming  more  acquainted  with  the  income  tax 
law,  and  such  complaints  as  I  have  received  this  year  are  generally  due 
entirely  to  ignorance  and  not  wilful  arbitrary  acts  ;  and  if  collectors  had 
only  been  supplied  with  commentaries  before  this,  a  lot  of  these  com¬ 
plaints  would  not  have  occurred.  We  want  to  work  the  Regulation  with 
as  much  tact  as  possible,  and  also  with  as  little  inconvenience  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  as  possible. 

.  To  guide  the  collectors  in  their  very  difficult  work  of  working  the 
income  tax  rules  and  deciding  appeals,  it  was  my  original  proposal  to  put 
into  the  hands  of  all  our  income  tax  officers  two  important  recent  pub¬ 
lications  (Commentaries  on  the  Government  of  India  Act,  XI  of  1922,  by 
the  late  Mr.  P.  Doraswami  Aiyangar  and  by  Mr.  A  V.  Visvanatha 
Sastri).  The  former  costs  about  Rs.  12  to  Es.  3.5  and  the  latter  costs  Es.  6. 

.  I  think  our  financial  position  this  year  may  not  permit  us  to  pur¬ 
chase  these  two  books  for  the  collectors  all  at  once,  and  therefore  the  • 
present  proposal  is  to  purchase  only  one  book  (the  commentary  by 
Mr.  Doraswami  Aiyangar).  The  book  has  been  prepared  with  the  decided 
object  that  it  should  be  of  use  to  income  tax  officials.  It  contains  all 
■the  rules,  issued  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  with  copious  extracts 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  and  of  the  Council  of 
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State,  relating  to  income  tax.  'The  author  has  also  embodied  in  the 
work  almost  all  the  English  and  Indian  decided  cases  having  any  bear¬ 
ing  on  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

I  firmly  believe  that  the  book  will  be  of  immense  use  to  the  income 
tax  officers  of  the  State  and  consequent  benefit  to  the  public  and  re- 
,  quest  that  the  Council  will  whole-heartedly  sanction  the  supplementary 
grant  demanded  on  this  account. 

We  now  turn  to  the  second  portion,  of  my  request,  viz.t  remunera¬ 
tion  to  Sirkar  Yakils  appearing  before  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner. 

I  shall,  at  the  outset,  frankly  place  before  the  House  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  necessitated  the  appearance  of  the  Sirkar  Vakils  before  me 
in  certain  income  tax  cases. 

Ever  since  it  pleased  the  Government  of  His  Highness  the 
Maha  Raja  to  appoint  me  Income  Tax  Commissioner,  and  to  confer  on 
me  the  duties  of  the  chief  revenue  authority,  it  has  been  my  sincere 
wish  to  work  the  Income  Tax  Regulation  smoothly  and  at  the  same 
time  efficiently.  When  deciding  appeals  or  :  review  petitions  under  the 
Act,  I  have  tried  to  be  always  dispassionate.  I  desired  to  hear  every 
case  without  any  bias  either  in  favour  of  the  Government  or  against  it. 
The  gravity  of  the  position  has  been  brought  home  to  me  day  after  day. 
Learned  lawyers  appeared  for  assessees.  Legal  opinion  from  experts, 
solicitors  and  chartered  accountants  from  England  and  other  parts  of 
the  world  were  freely  laid  before  me  to  prove — to  put  it  mildly — that 
our  collectors,  just  beginning  to  understand  the .  principles  and  practice 
of  Income  Tax  Law,  were  not  acting  in  accordance  with  the  law.  At 
the  same  time  assessees  are  at  full  liberty  to  try  and  get  all  the  con-. 
i  cessions  and  exemptions  they  can. 

I  recognised  only  too  well  the  responsibility  of  a  “  tribunal  whose 
duty  it  was  to  mete  out  justice.  ”  I  must  act  judicially.  To  be  brief,  I 
found  it  difficult  to  be  both  the  Crown  Advocate  and  the  Judge. 

■  In  this-  connection  I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a. 
portion  of  the  speech  delivered  at  the  last  budget  session  of  the  Council, 
by  Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  Finance  Com¬ 
mittee.  He  said :  ' 

tlI  have  observed,  however,  oh  several  occasioua  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner 
labouring  under  a  serious  disadvantage,  when  qualified  coinpotant  Vakils,  who  are  very 
familiar  with  the  f aoes  of  the  ease,  appear  before  him  on  behalf  of  assessees.  The 
Inooino  Tax  Commissioner  does  not  get  a  presentation  of  the  point  of  viey  of  Govern¬ 
ment  from  anybody;  so  that  he  has  to  he  a  judgo  and  a  party  at  the  same  time.  I  think 
some  meaiiB  could  and  should  ho  found  by  which  the  rights  of  the  Government  might  bo 
properly  represented  before  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner  when  he  deals  with  important 
questions.”  . 

I  may  here  inform  the  House  th&t  in  Mysore  provision  is  made  fdr 
the  Crown  to  be  represented  by  the  Sirkar  Vakil  or,  as  he  is  called  there, 
“the  Government  Advocate.”  His  salary  is  Rs,  500  to  Rs.  700  and  he 
is  allowed  extra  fees  for  income  tax  cases. 

Accordingly  I  moved  the  Government- to  depute  a  competent  Sirkar 
Vakil  to  appear  and  argue  income  tax  cases  before  me, 

Vol,  4.  Ho,  10,  e, 
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[Mr.  Joseph  Panjikaran.] 

Mr.  P.  K,  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha )  :  I  wish  to 
know  from  Mr.  Robinson  whether  the  appearance  of  Sirkar  Vakils  was 
solicited  under  appeals  arising  under  Sections  21  and  22  of  the  Income 
Tax  Regulation. 

Mr.  S.  C.  II.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com* 
ndmoner)  :  I  do  not  see  the  applicability  of  the  question. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Amhalapuzha ) :  That'is  only 
a  request  for  information. 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Berenue  and  Income  Tax 
Commissioner):  Not  only  under  those  Sections. 

Me.  P-  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhalajmzha)  :  For  appeals, 
under  what  other  Section  was  the  Sirkar  Vakil  requested  to  appear  ? 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax 
Commissioner)  :  Section  22  deals  with  the  hearing  of  petitions.  , 

PRESIDENT  :  What  does  Section  21  deal  with  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalajnidi.a) :  Presenta¬ 
tion  of  appeal  petitions. 

PRESIDENT  :  Presumably  under  that  Section. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (A.mlalapu:ha)  :  Only  under 
that  Section  ? 

Mr.  S.  0.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Remniur.  and  Income  Tax 
Commissioner)  :  No. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambala.pn.~ha)  :  Will  he 
specify  any  other  Section  ? 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income' Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  I  want  a  little  time  for  answering  that  question. 

It  was  found  that  according  to  their  contract  with  the  Government 
the  Assistants  attached  to  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s  office  are.  only  expect¬ 
ed  to  appear  in  certain  particular  courts  and  not  outside.  Sirkar  Vakils 
are  not  full-time  officers  of  Government.  Their  emoluments  are  fixed 
on  a  valuation  of  the  services  they  render  to  the  Government.  They  are 
employed  to  do  all  Government  work  of  the  kind  entrusted  to  them  in 
particular  courts.  They  are  not  expected  to,  nor  need  they  render  ser¬ 
vice  elsewhere  than  in  the  particular  court  to  which,  they  are  attached. 
If  they  are  required  to  do  such  work,  it  is  extra  work  that  they  a  re 
called  upon  to  perform,  arid  they  have  the  right  to  claim  separate  re¬ 
muneration  for  it ;  and  if  not  agreed  upon,  they  are  not  hound  to  accept 
the  work.  These  are  the  terms  and  understanding  under  which  the 
Sirkar  Vakils  have  accepted  office.  The  result  is  that,  if  a  Sirkar  Vakil 
is  asked  to  appear  in  an  income  tax  case,  he  will  have  to  be  given, 
separate  remuneration. 

._  Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Shertallai)  :  Who  is  to  fix  the  re. 
.  jnuneration  to  be  given  to  the  Sirkar  Vakil  for  each  case  ? 
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Mu..  S.  0.  H.  ROBINSON  (]j and  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  I  presume,  the  Government. 

Mb*  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallat. l  :  Not  the  Commis¬ 
sioner,  I  believe  ? 

Mb.  S.  C-  H.  ROBINSON  (Laud  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  No. 

I  may  also  inform  this  House  of  the  views  of  the  Assistant  Head 
Sirkar  Vakils  themselves  on  the  question.  They  say  that  they  are  quite 
contented  with  their  private  practice  and  the  Government  work  now 
entrusted  to  them,  and  pray  that  they  should  not  be  saddled  with  this 
additional  work  of  income  tax,  even  on  payment  of  remuneration.. 

PRESIDENT :  May  I  draw  your  attention  to  the  time  ? 

Mb.  S.  0.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  I  may  here  add,  and  I  am  sure  those  members  on  the  other 
'side  of  the  House  who  belong  to  the  legal  profession  wilt  quite  agree 
with  me,  that  we  should  retain  one  man  for  all  Sirkar  cases. 

Under  the  above  circumstances,  Government  sanctioned  the  deputa¬ 
tion  of  an  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  to  argue  before  me  important 
and  intricate  eases — I  may  emphasise  the  words  important  and  intricate 
— and  not  as  a  matter  of  course.  His  remuneration  was  proposed 
to  be  Rs.  75  per  case  but  subsequently  cut  down  by  the  Government 
and  fixed  at  only  S.  Rs.  50  for  each  case,  irrespective  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  appearances  he  may  be  required  to  put  in  for  any  parti¬ 
cular  case.  It  was  proposed  to  try  this  scheme  for  some  time, 
Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar’s  services  have  already,  prior  to  my  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  Government  for  this  grant,  been  required  for  ten  cases  and 
he  will  have  to  be  given  Rs.  500.  Pie  has,  however,  since  applying 
for  the  above  grant,  appeared  in  another  important  case  relating  to 
the  liability  of  Edappalli  to  pay  income  tax.  I  may  also  add  that,  when 
several  cases  raise  one  and  the  same  point^he  is  only  asked  to  appear 
in  one  case,  and  by  degrees,  as  all  these  points  are  raised  and  disposed 
of,  his  services  will  be  less  required.  He  had  to  spend  a  great  deal 
of  time  in  not  only  going  through  the  records  of  these  cases  from 
each  collector’s  office,  but  also  in  finding  out  rulings  on  the  points 
from  various  courts  all  over  the  world.  Each  of  the  important  income 
tax  cases  takes  up  a  gigantic  space  of  a  man’s  time. 

The  House  has  also  accepted  the  principles  of  the  scheme.  I 
request  the  House  to  consider  all  these  facts  and  not  to  stint  this  • 
expenditure  but  to  sanction  the  demand  in  whole.  It  will  cost  the 
country  and  taxpayer  very  much  more  if  we  have  to  engage  a  sepa¬ 
rate  vakil  for  the  Grown  in  income  tax  cases  exclusively. 

An  objection  that  may  perhaps  be  brought  against  this  proposal 
is  that  Section  50  of  the  Income  Tax  Regulation  empowers  the  chief 
revenue  authority  to  refer  doubtful  cases  to  the  High  Court,  and  that, 
therefore,  when  a  doubt  presents  itself  to  the  Commissioner,  the  case 
may  be  seilt  to  the  High  Court.  I  y/oUld  point  out  that  a  Judge  when 
taking  up  a  case  has  to  start  with  an  absolutely  open  mind,  and  he  can 
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only  come  to  a  decision  after  hearing  the  pros  and  eons  of  the  case 
argued  out.  It  is  only  ..after  hearing  the  case  that  doubts  may  arise, 
and  it  is  only  then  that  the  question  of  reference  to  the  High  Court 
comes  in. 

In  the  argument  stage  of  the  case,  the  Crown  should  be  properly 
represented,  and  the  Judge  should  not  be  forced  to  look  for  objections 
in  the  arguments  of  one  side.  We  also  constantly  need  legal  advice 
in  matters  which  are  not  connected  with  an  appeal.  It  has  also  to 
be  noted  that  it  is  not  every  question  of  doubt  that  may  be 
taken' to  the  High  Court.  The  Section  says  that,  if  in  the  course  of 
any.  assessment  under  the  Income  Tax  Regulation  or  any  proceeding 
in  connection  therewith  a  question  has  arisen  with,  reference  to  the  in¬ 
terpretation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Regulation  or  any  rules 
thereunder,  the  same  may  be  referred  to  the  High  Court.  Such  ques-" 
tions  have  to  be  referred  and  I  do  refer  them  to  the  High  Court  ;  but 
other  questions,  both  of  law  and  fact,  crop  up  not  only  in  the  disposal  of 
appeals,  but  in  the  administration  of  the  department,  on  which  it  is  ne¬ 
cessary  to  have  legal  opinion  before  one  can  impartially  decide  the 
matter.  I  think  the  best  aDd  cheapest  arrangement  lor  the  Crown  and 
the  taxpayer  under  the  circumstances  is  the  one  already  followed.  I 
can  also  assure. the  House  that,  if  the  Government  could  possibly  avoid 
giving  extra  remuneration,  they  would  have  done  so.  Government  try 
and  get  all  the  work  possible  out  of  their  officers  and  I  am  sure  the 
House  will,  after  hearing  what  I  said,  agree  with  me.  1  therefore  re¬ 
quest  that  the  Council  will  grant  the  demand. 

Me.  A.  IT 0 0 GE ' Wli BP  ( Nominated ) :  I  beg  to  know  whether, 
if  the  Sirkao.'  Vakil  appears  before  the.  Dewan  Peishkar,  he  will  be 
paid. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  R0BI3SS60N  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com - 
missioned) :  They  have  not  appeared  hitherto.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  answer  that  question'  because  the  grant  refers  only  to  the 
payment  of  fees  to  Sirkar  Vakils  appearing  before -me. 

Mr,  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated );  I  beg  to  know  whether,,  if 
a  Sirkar  Vakil  appears  before  the  Dewan  in  revenue  eases, — 

PRESIDENT :  There  is  no  analogy  between  revenue  cases  and 
income  tax  cases. 

•  Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  In  income  tax  as  well  an 
revenue  cases-r 

PRESIDENT ;  That  is  not  relevant  to  this  question. 

'  May  I  take  it  that  the  House  sanctions  this  supplementary  grant '} 

Mb.,  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapueha ) ;  Sir,  I  beg  to 
oppose  the  demand.  b 

^  The  demand,  in  question  Comprises  two  heads.  The  first,  about 
which  the  Land  Revenue  Opmmissioher  was  more  sanguine,  relates  io 
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the  supply  o£  books  to  income  tax  officers.  What  the  Land  Revenue 
Commissioner  proposes  to  supply  to  his  subordinates  is  the  commentary 
not  upon  the  Income  Tax  Act  parallel  to  what  we  have  got  in  Tra- 
vancore,  but  the  commentary  on  a  subsequent  modified  Income  Tax  Act 
that  now  prevails  in  British  India. 

Mk.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  May  I  ask  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  whether  he  has  appeared 
in  any  income  tax  case '? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha)  ;  Yes,  I  have. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income. Tax  'Com- 
misioner) :  May  I  ask  whether  he  has  made  use  of  Mr.  Doraswami 
Aiyangar’s  commentary  7 

Mb.  P.'  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  I  do  use 
all  available  books  on  the  subject. 

'  Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  [Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  Then  why'  does  he  object  to  the  use  of  Mr.  Doraswami 
Aiyangar’s  commentary  on  the  British  Indian  Act  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  :  I  am  not 
insisting  that  it  should  not  be  used.  If  only  the  Income  Tax  Commis¬ 
sioner  will  be  good  enough  to  listen  to  me,  he  will  find  the  point  of  my 
objection. 

In  view  of  the  amended  British  Indian  Act  upon  the  subject  of 
income  tax,  it  was  suggested  in  this  House  that  there  was  a  necessity 
to  amend  the  law  in  practice  and  bring  it  into  line  with  the  law  in. 
British  India.  The  commentaries  referred  to  by  Mr.  Robinson  being 
commentaries  on  up-to-date  law  in  British  India,  if  they  are  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  subordinate  officers  here,  I  fear  there' is  a  likelihood 
of  their  confounding  that  law  with  the  existing  law  in  Travancore. 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  May  .  I  know  whether  there  are  any  points  of  difference 
between  the  two  laws  ?  , 

Mb.  P.  K..  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  There  are 
numerous  points  of  difference. 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  May  I  know  what  they  aye  h 

PRESIDENT ;  You  cannot  ask  him  to  enumerate  all  the  differ- 
cnees. 

Mb*  S.  0.  Ii.  ROBINSON  (Lnuil  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Coin- 
missioer) ;  May  I  have  the  chief  points  7  * . 

Mr.  P.  K*  NARAYANA.  PILLAI  (Ambaldpuzhd) :  The  officers 
in  the  subordinate  ranks  are  likely  to  confound  the  law.  . 

Ma.  8.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com - 
inissioner) :  Are  not  the  officers  and  the  subordinate  collectors  that 
Mr.,.  Narayana  Pillai  refers  to,  men  with  long  magisterial  experience, 
and  why  should  they  confound  and  mix  up  the  law  7 
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Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambaiapuzha)  :  If  they  are 
such  clear-headed  people,  even  with  the  bare  Act,  they  are  not  likely  to 
lead  themselves  to  any  ridiculous  position.  Evidently  the  insistence  of 
Mr.  Bobinson  raised  an  apprehension  in  .my  mind  that,  without  the 
assistance  and  the  light  of  a  commentary,  the  subordinates  could  not 
get  on  with  the  income  tax  administration.  The  provisions  of  the 
Income  Tax  law  are  clear  on  this.  It  was  his  urging  the  necessity 
of  the  Income  Tax  Act  commentaries  that  created  the  trouble  in  my  mind 
that  these  people,  with  the  assistance  of  commentaries,  would  misdirect 
themselves  on  various  points,  and  I  thought  it  better  not  to  supply  a 
commentary  of  an  Act  not  in  operation  in  Travancore.  I  would,  there¬ 
fore,  request  Mr.  Bobinson  to  wait  and  see  that  the  Income  TaxBegula- 
tion  is  brought  into  line  with  the  income  tax  law  in  British  India,  and 
then  to  supply  the  commentary  to  his  subordinates,  and  not  to  call  ’ 
for  a  supplementary  grant  at  this  stage  of  income  tax  administration  in 
Travancore.  This  is  all  that  I  have  to  say  with  regard  to  the  first 
part. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  BOBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Gum - 
missioner)  :  May  I  know  whether  he  has  perused  these  commentaries  V 

Mb.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (AmhalapiiAia) :  Yes,  I  have. 

Me.  S.  C-  H.  BOBINSON  (.Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  Has  he  found  out  that  these  commentaries  point  out  the 
differences  between  the  old  and  the  new  law  ? 

Ms.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (AmbaUpuzha)  :  They  may. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  BOBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income,  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  May  I  know  if  he  has  read  Mr.  Doraswami  Aiyangar’s 
commentary  ?  ^ 

Mb.  P.  E.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Amlalapuzha) :  I  have  not 
read  Mr.  Doraswami  Aiyangar’s  „  commentary,  but  I  have  read 
Mr.  Visvanatha  Aiyar’s  commentary, 

Mb.  S.  G.  II.  BOBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com* 
Missioner) :  Does  he  not  point  out  tire  differences  ? 

Me.  P.  K!  NAEAYANA  PILL  AT  ( Amhalapuaha ).:  Yes,  he  does.  - 
He  quotes  also  the  parallels  in  other  countries,  so  much,  so  that  the 
bewilderment  is  sufficient  to  confound  our  income  tax  officers,  That 
is  my  apprehension.  ' 

Coming  to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  I  find  it  betrays  not 
only  a  difficulty  to  concede  the  grant,  but  also  an  illegal  practice 
resorted  to  by  the  Land  Bevenue  Commissioner.  For,  referring  to 
Sections  21  and  22  of  the  Income  Tax  Begulation,  which  are  the  two 
main  Sections  under  which  appealsinay  be  presented  to  the  Income  Tax 
Commissioner,  we  may  say  that  there  is  absolutely  no  provision  made  in 
those  Sections  to  hear  the  Government  View,  on  the  subject,  All  that 
two  Sections  demand  is  that  the  petitions  presented  by  ftie  persons  as¬ 
sessed  should  be  disposed  of  by  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner. 
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Mb.  s.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  Since  the  law  does  not  provide  for  hearing  them  in  person, 
is  there  any  objection  to  receive  petitions  from  them  ? 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapmha ) :  Yon  can 

hear  the  arguments  in  person. 

Me.  S.  C.  H.  EOBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  Not  in  the  interests  of  justice  ? 

Me.  P-  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapmha ) :  The  interests  • 
of  justice  have  to  be  kept  in  view  by  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner 
alone. 

Mb.  S.  0.  H.  EOBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  Can  we  get  justice  by  hearing  only  one  side  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalarmzha) :  .  If  the  law 
says  that  is  the  sort  of  justice  to  be  given,  then  that  is  justice. 

Mb.  S.  C  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  Does  the  law  say  that  the  officer  should  hear  only  one 
side? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambala^uzha) :  The  law 
provides  under  Sections  21  and  22- 

PRESIDENT  :  The  law  does  not  prohibit  the  other  side  being 
heard, 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  If  it  does  not 
prohibit  it,  it  would  have  contemplated  the  issue  of  notices  to  the  other 
side,  the  adjournment  of  the  case,  etc.  We  do  not  see  all  these  provid¬ 
ed  for. 

Mb.  S.  O.'H.  ROBINSON  (Land.  Revenue  and  lncome  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  May  I  ask  whether  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  was  in  the 
Legislative  Council  when  this  Act  was  passed  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhakqnnsha) :  I  am  really 
sorry  I  was  not ;  if  I  were,  I  would  have  pointed  out  the  difficulty. 

Since  the  law  does  not  countenance  or  provide  for  it,  it  is  not 
obligatory  on  the  officer  to  hear  the  opposite  side.  There  are  various 
Statutes  like  that.  Bor  example,  under  the  Land  Acquisition’  Regula¬ 
tion,  it  is  not  obligatory  on- the  officer  to  hear  the  opposite  side. 
The  law  invests  the  officer  who  hears  the  appeals  with  authority ,  to 
do  the  needful  in  the  matter.  He  represents  the  Government ’and  he 
is  also  the  judge  as  regards  the  assessing.  Such  being .  the .  ease,  if 
the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner  has  ^thought  of  resorting  to  hear 
extraneous  arguments,  it  is  an  illegal  practice  which  should  be.  put  a 
stop  to  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity.  -  In  pursuance  of  that 
illegal  practice,  Mr.  Robinson  wants  also  that  some  money  should 
be- given  to  those  persons  who  have  been  indulging  in  such  illegal 
practice.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  concede  the  grant  called  for/  as  the 
Assistant  Sirkar  Vakil  or  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  certainly  ought  to  have 
known  the .  law  and  seen  that'  Mr.  Robinson’s  notice  was  drawn  to 
the  law  upon  the  subject.  So  it  is  extremely  difficult  for  this  House 
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to  be  persuaded  to  concede  the  grant  so  earnestly  and  seriously  moved 
by  Mr.  Robinson.  I  am  submitting  whether,  after  all,  the  decisions 
themselves  which  have  been  passed  after  hearing  the  Sirkar  Vakils  have 
been  legally  arrived  at.  That  is  a  question  which  has  yet  to  be  examined. 
So  far  as  "the  law  as  codified  in  the  Income  Tax  Eegulation  goes, 
no  whisper  may  be  seen  as  to  the  necessity  of  hearing  any  other  party 
than  the  assessee.  No  doubt,  the  arguments  of  the  Sirkar  Vakil 
would  have  been  of  considerable  use  to  Mr.  Robinson.  He  probably 
would  have  been  quite  a  good  judge  himself  without  those  arguinents. 
My  experience,  as  I  think  is  the  experience  of  Mr.  Yelu  Pillai,  is  that  he 
is  a  very  fair  judge,  and  I  am  fully  willing  to  concur  in  the  view  of 
Mr.  Vein  Pillai.  So  I  am  submitting  that,  even  without  the  arguments 
of  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil,  who  has  been  conniving  at.  this  illegality, 
Mr.  Robinson  Would,  have  been  able  to  decide.  ■ 

Mu.  S.  G.  H.  EOBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  May  I  ask  whether  he  is  right  in  placing  a  judicial  officer 
in  the  position  of  having  to  judge  without  hearing  both  sides  ? 

•  Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amlmlapuzhu) :  The  Land 
Revenue  Commissioner  decides  a  number  of  cases  without  hearing  the 
Sirkar. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  mid  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  I  think  I  drew  a  difference  between  simple  [cases  and 
intricate  cases. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  That  may 
be.  A  number  of  cases  have  been  disposed  of  by  the  Land  Revenue 
Commissioner  without  hearing  the  opposite  side.  He  could  certainly 
have  written  to  the'  Sirkar  Vakil  for  the  necessary  legal  instruction. 

Then  with  respect  to  the  position  of  Mr.  Robinson  as  a  judicial 
officer,  he  is  a  judicial  officer  of  a  peculiar  variety.  He  is  not  a  judicial 
officer  like  the  one  under  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  or  the  Criminal  Pro¬ 
cedure  Code,  but  under  a  fiscal  law.  We  have  got,  for  example,  the 
Revenue  Recovery  Regulation,  and  the  Land  Acquisition  Regulation. 
They  are  modelled  Upon  a  different  basis.  The  Government  trust  to' 
the  fairness  of  the  officer.  The  decision  of  the  officer  cannot  be  ques¬ 
tioned  by  the  Government  themselves.  In  like  manner  it  must  be  with 
the  Income  Tax  Regulation.  An  appeal  by  the  assessee  alono  could  be 
provided  for. 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Lajul  Revenue  and  Income  Tax-  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  Does  Mr.  P.  K;  Narayana  Pillai  think  that,  because  there 
is  no  provision  for  an  appeal  by  the  Government,  the  Government' 
should  not  be  properly  and  fairly  represented,  so  that  the  views  of  the 
Government  may  not  be  lost  in  coming  . to  a  decision  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  It  may  be 
necessary  to  hear  the  Government.  But  let  him  provide  for  that  in  an 
amended:  regulation.'  Till  then,  how  is  it  •  possible  for  Mr,  Robinson  to 
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hear  the  arguments  of  the  Government  ?  The  objection  is  that  there 
is  no  provision  of  law.  The  proceedings  are  controlled  by  the  Income 
Tax  Begulation  and  nothing  else.  Such  being  the  case,  he  should-  not 
have  heard  the  arguments  of  any  person  under  the  proceedings  before 
him ;  and  to  say  that  such  person  should  also  be  paid  for  this  illegal  act 
is  adding  insult  to  injury.  So  I  am  opposing  the  graht  on  these 
considerations. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Sir, 
I  just  want  to  reply  to  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  because  he  said  that 
Mr.  Bobinson  was  encouraging  an  illegal  practice,  and  the  Head  Sirkar 
Vakil  was  conniving  at  it.  I  may  point  out  to  Mr,  Narayana  Pillai  that 
the  Income  Tax  Commissioner,  when'  hearing  an  appeal,  is  a  judicial 
officer.  ( 

Mb.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambakqmzhci) :  Also  a 
revenue  officer. 

,  Mb-  V.  SUB  BA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  At 
the  time  of  hearing  the  appeal,  he  is  a  judicial  officer,  just  as  a  Dewan 
Peishkar  is  a  judicial  officer  when  he  is  a  Magistrate.  When  he,  as  a 
judicial  officer,  exercises  the  function,  I  believe  it  is  an  elementary 
principle  of  law  that  he  should  administer  justice.  The  case  being 
between  the  Crown  and  the  assesses,  if  the  assessee  places  his  arguments 
for  being  exempted  from  a  particular  liability  for  payment  of  income 
tax,  it  is’equally  incumbept  upon  the  Crown  to  say  that  the  person  is 
liable.  Therefore,  apart  from  any  other -provision  of  law,  I  say  that  it 
is  the  inherent  power  of  any  court  to  hear  both  parties,  and  that  inher¬ 
ent  power  has  not  been  taken  away  by  any  provision  of  the  Begulation. 
In  such  circumstances,  the  rule  that  will  ordinarily  apply  is  that  a  tiling 
should  be  deemed  to  be  permitted  unless  it  is  prohibited  by  Statute.  I 
may  point  out  to  him  the  analogy  of  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code.  If 
we  turn  over 'the  leaves  of  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code,  we  will  find 
that  the  District  Magistrate  is  not  bound  to  give  notice  to  the  com¬ 
plainant.  The  complainant  need  be  given  notice  only  in  compoundablo 
cases  and  what  are  known  as  summons  cases.  In  all  other  cases,  he  is 
not  bound  to  give  notice.  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  knows  that  every  com¬ 
plainant  engages  a  vakil ;  and  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  might  have 
bimself  appeared  before  a  District  Magistrate  in  many  such  eases.  He 
might  have  found  that  the  District  Magistrate  hears  both  sides  before 
he  disposes  of  an  appeal. 

Mu.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ( Amlalajmsha ) :  May  I  know 
whether  provisions  as  to  appeals  in  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code  are 
parallel  to  the  provisions  in  the  Income,  Tax  Begulation  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  The 
question  is  whether  the  person'  who  has  been  successful  in  the  lower 
court  should  be  heard.  The  principle  is  the;  same,  viz.,  that  the  com¬ 
plainant  is  heard.  In  a  warrant  case  before  the  District  Magistrate,  both 
sides  arc  heard  and  that  practice  has  not  been  objected  to  by  the  High 
Court.  I  do  not  see  what  illegality  there  is.  I  do  not  think  that  there 
is  any  question  for  .  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  to  give  his  legal  opinion  as 
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regards  the  practice  of  Mr.  Robinson  as  Land  Revenue  Commissioner. 
That  is  the  only  ground  taken  by  Mr.  Narayana'  Pillai  for.  objecting 
to  the  grant,  and  I  believe  that  the  illegality  is  not  apparent. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI (Jr-kamlmm  cum  N.ediimangad):  I  am 
glad  that  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner  Iras  realised  the  necessity  for 
purchasing  necessary  books  for  the  use  of  his  subordinates.  In  1097, 
when  we  were  discussing  the  budget  for  1098,  I  had  occasion  to  observe 
that  the  sum  of  lis.  100  budgeted  for  the  Land  Revenue'  Department 
was  too  small ;  and,  therefore,  I  am  particularly  happy  that  the  Revenue 
Department  recognises  the  necessity  for  providing  officers  with  suitable 
books.  But  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner 
is  unwilling  to  ask  ‘for  a  larger  amount,  though  lid  recognises  the 
necessity  of  purchasing  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  another  book, 

I  may  tell  you,  Sir,  that  I  consider  the  Travancore  Government  rich 
enough  to  buy  books.  And  if  for  the  reason  that  our  financial  position  ' 
is  not  strong' — a  statement  which  is  not  true— if  for  that  reason,  books 
are  not  given  to  the  officers,  I  think  the  Government  cannot  congratu¬ 
late  themselves.  A  few  hundreds  of  rupees  must  always  lie  found  for 
the.  purchase  of  books  which  are  considered  necessary  by  the.  Head 
of  the  Department.  I  am,  therefore,  sorry  that  I  cannot  congratulate 
Mr.  Robinson  on  his  modest  demand. 

Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  raised  the  point  that, ‘after  all,  Mr.  Doras  warn! 
Aiyangau’s  book  might  not  he  useful  in  Travancore,  because  our  law  of 
income  tax  collection  is  different  in  certain  essential  particulars  from 
the  law  which  obtains  in  British  India.  All  the  same,  the  parallel  cases 
collected  in  that  book  will  be  of  great  use  ;  and  because  the  Income  Tax 
Regulation  is  worked  by  experienced  officers — Magistrates  and  l’ahsil- 
dars — I  think  they  will  be  able  to  use  Mr.  Doraswami  Aiyangar’s  book 
very  well.  My  only  complaint  is  that  the  other  book  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Robinson  should  not  also  have  been  .  indented  for.  I  hope  the 
mistake  will  be  rectified  at  least  at  the  time  of  tlio  budget.  One  point, 
however,  strikes  me; ,  How  has  it  been  possible  for  the  officersihithcrto 
to  work  the  Income 'Tax  Regulation  if  they  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
Regulation  and  no  reference  books  to  consult  V* 

PRESIDENT :  They  must  have  been  borrowing  books  from 
their  vakil  friends.  (Laughter.) 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (THvmidmm  cum  Ncdumamjad) : 
That  is  a  very  good  explanation.  But  it  is  well  known  that  only  those 
living  in  the  town  of  Trivandrum  and  the  District  court  centres  that 
will  get  these  books.  In  other  :  places  they  cannot  find  good  law 
libraries.  I  fear  these  officers  of  the  Income  Tax  Department  have 
been  working  tire  law  in  the  way  they  like.  I  am  glad  that  the  mistake 
is  about  to  be  rectified. 

'With  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  demand,  which  is  for  an 
amount  to  be  disbursed  to  the  law  officers  of  Government  for  appearing 
before  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner-  on  behalf  of  the  Sirkar,  I  beg  to 
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point  out  that  the  amount  cannot  be  granted.  I  admit  that  I  raised 
the  point  during  the  time  of  the  budget,  and  I  adhere  to  what  I  said 
then.  And  there  I  differ  from  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai.  I  think 
that,  when  the  assessee  is  given- the  right,  at  .least  by  usuage,  to  put  Iris 
case  before  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner  by  a  vakii,  it  is  equally  neces¬ 
sary— 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKAPuAN  (Shcrtallai) :  Is  it  only  by  usage? 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum , '  cum  Nedimaugad ) :  '  Yes, 

by  law  and  usage. 

That  there  should  be  another  vakil  to.  represent  the  Government. 
The  Income  Tax  Commissioner  is,  after  all,  only  a  revenue  officer  of 
Government.  He  has  to  take  care  of  Government  interests  also  in  decid¬ 
ing  questions  raised  by  the  parties.  Any  omission,  to  do  this  will  be 
ultimately  to  the  detriment  of  the  people. 

'  Mb.  JOSEPH  PAN  JIKAK  AN  (Shertallai) :  Are  the  Government 
interests  allied  to  injustice  ? 

Mb!  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Neduu(angad)  :  I 
am  sorry  my  friend  has  misunderstood  me.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  interests  of  Government  can  be  allied  to  injustice.  All  that  I  said 
was  that,  if  an  officer  decided,  a  case,  his  vision  to  a  very  great  extent 
would  be  clouded,  if  ]to  a  certain  extent  he  was  a  party  and  to  a  certain 
extent  he  was  a  judge. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambaiajimlm ) :  Will  the  Land 
Revenue  Commissioner  cease  to  take  .care  of  Government  interests  if  a 
vakil  is  employed  ? 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumaugad) :  That 
is  a  question  which  has  to  be  asked  of  the  Land  Ee venue  Commissioner.  ■ 
I  shall  not  be  in  order  if  I  answer  it.  But,  of  course,  I  may  draw  certain 
conjectures.  But  my  conjectures  ’will  not  answer  my  friend.  Therefore 
I  shall  not  answer.  I  leave  it  to  Mr.  Robinson. 

The  proposal  is  that  the  Sirkar  Vakil  who  is  in  the.  employ  of  the 
Government  be  given  a  fee.  I  quite  appreciate  the  argument  that  the 
terms  of  the  appointment  of '  these  officers  do  not  constrain  them  to  do 
of  what  this.  But,  being  Government  servants,  they  will  take  a  reasona¬ 
ble  view  the  Government  ask  (them  to  do.  >  We  find  tile  work -of  officers 
in  other  departments  being  added  to  by  Government.  And  officers  do 
not,  therefore,  say  that,  because  Such  work  was  not  in  the  original  agree- . 
ments  between  themselves  and  the  Government,  they  would  not  do  it,  I 
have  not  come  across  any  instance  of  that  kind.  I  think  the  sense  of  duty 
of  the  Sirkar  Vakils  will  induce  them  to  accept  the: new  position  given  to 
them  by  the"  Government ;  so  that  it  is  a  very  simple  matter  to  re¬ 
quest  them— a  mild  request  would  he  enough— to -look  to  these  matters 
also.  "  ;  >  •  '  ' 

Mb.  V.1  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Addilioml  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  May 
I  ask  Mr.  ,  Vein  Pillai  whether  Law  Lecturers  are  not  Government 
servants? 
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ir  Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad): 
No. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  And 
whether  they  may  be  asked  to  appear  in  income  tax  cases  ? 

Mb.  T.  &  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum. ■  cum  Nedumangad)  :■  I 
am  really  sorry  for  my  learned  friend  who  cannot  find  a  distinction 
between  the  words  Law  Lecturer  and  Sirkar  Vakil.  I  am  a  Law  Pro¬ 
fessor  myself  and  if  the  University  insists  that  a  new  subject  should 
be  added  to  the  curriculum,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  teach  it. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  In 
the  class?  ■  ‘ 

Mb,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  Yes. 
Therefore  I  must  say  that,  as  I  am  not  a  servant  of  Government,  and, 
as  my  function  is  not  to  appear  for  Government  in  Courts,  it  is  quite 
open  to  me  to  refuse,  'and  I  think  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  will  not  raise  that 
point  again.  But  if  I  were  a  Sirkar  Vakil  like  my  friend  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  and  if  J.  had  been  receiving  payment  from  the  Government  of 
Travancore  for  a  number  of  years,  I  should  certainly  not  refuse  to 
work.  The  parallel  -  suggested  is  not  correct  and  I  must  only  ex¬ 
press  my  surprise  at  the  false  analogy  that  has  been  pushed  before 
the  Council  by  no  less  a  lawyer  than  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar.  If  the  terms  of 
agreement  are  not  adequate,  the  Government  have  only  to  address  the 
Sirkar  Vakils  on  this  question  and  request  them 'that  they  may  look 
after  these  cases  also.  It  has  been  said  that  the  Sirkar  Vakils  will  put 
forward  the  plea  that  they  should  not  be  asked  to  do  this.  It  is  usual 
for  some  officers  in  the  Travancore  Government  service  to  be  glad  if 
they  have  got  nothing  to  do,  so  that,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they 
prefer  to  be,  left  alone,  the  Council  ought  not  to — 

PRESIDENT :  They  said  that  they  would  be  glad  to  be  left  alone, 
even  if  remuneration  were  offered. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  That 
is  a  very  ingenious  argument  advanced  by  a  lawyer .  Probably  they  have 
reasons  to  think  that  this  Council  will  not  grant  the  demand.  Therefore, 
in  order  to  forestall  us  they  might  have,  said  that,  and  they  might-  have 
said  that  as  an  emphatic  way  of  showing  their  disapproval. 

PRESIDENT:  Your  suggestion  has  been  adopted  by  Govern¬ 
ment  and  there  is  the  answer. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
Yes.  But  the  answer  is  not  satisfactory.  It  is  not  reasonable.  If  a 
Sirkar  Vakil  is  asked  to  go  to  the  General  Hospital  and  inspect  the 
patients,  he  may  refuse,  but  not  when  he  is  asked  to  appear  in  a  case 
for  the  Sirkar  before  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner  whose  office  is  in 
the  same  building  as  the  High? Court ;  and  it  is  well-known  that  the  Head 
Sirkar  Vakil  and  the  Assistant  Sirkar  Vakils  are  not  groaning  under. too 
jauch  work.  I  take  full  responsibility  for  saying  that.  I  think,-  Sir,  that 
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they  will  not  be  overworked  if  they  have  to  appear  before  the  Income 
Tax  Commissioner. 

PRESIDENT :  You  forget  that  they  are  not  full-time  officers  of 

Government. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad): 

I  quite  see  that  argument.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  said  that  the 
•agreements  might  be  modified. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  (Nominated) :  I  also  oppose  the  motion. 
My  first  objection  is  the  financial  aspect  of  the  question.  While  we  are 
using  the  axe  all  round,  I  do  not  think  we  should  add  to  our  financial 
burdens.  Fifty  rupees  has  to  be  paid  to  the  Sirkar  Vakil  if  he  isf'to 
appear  before  the  Commissioner  in  one  case. 

My  second  objection  is  that,  if  the  Revenue  Commissioner  should 
have  a  Sirkar  Vakil  to-day  to  direct  him  and  jhelp  him  and  so  on, 

*  to-morrow  the  Conservator  of  Forests  and  the  Excise  Commissioner  who 
also  have  to  deal  with  fiscal  cases  may  ask  the  Sirkar  Vakil  to  help  them. 

Mb.  S.  C-  H.  ROBINSON  (Land,  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  May  I  ask  Mr.  Boogewerf  whether  they  are  acting  judici¬ 
ally’ when  they  are  dealing  with  a  case  ? 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  ( Nominated)  :  Quasi-judicially.  The 
fiscal  cases  are  decided  by  the  Government.  Revenue  cases  are  differ¬ 
ent  from  civil  or  criminal  cases.  There,  the  judge  sits  with  a  clean 
mind  absolutely,  and  the  prosecution  side  and  the  defence  side  argue  the 
case ;  everything  is  put  before  the  judge  or  the  magistrate.  But  the 
revenue  officer  has  the  whole  file  before  him,  chapter,  and  verse,  and  it 
passes  through,  as  Mr.  Robinson  himself  has  said,  several  strata — the 
Tahsildar,  ithe  Dewan  Peishkar, — and  at  the  last  stage  it  comes  to  him. 
Furtherj.it  has  two  other  stages.  If  he  has  any  difficulty,  he  has  only  to 
refer  to  the  Sirkar  Vakil  to  clear  his  doubts.  I  am  not  quite  sure  about 
the  income  tax  law.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  not  even  an 
appeal  to  the  Dewan  himself. 

PRESIDENT  :  There  is  none. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  (Nominated) :  Whatever  it  is,  as  said 
by  Mr.  Robinson,  the  cases  may  be  referred  to  the  High  Court,  so  that 
there  is  no  difficulty. 

Mr.  S.  C.  H.’  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  May  I.  ask  Mr.  Hoogewerf  what  Section  he  quotes  for  say¬ 
ing  this  ?  \ 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated, ) :  Mr,  Robinson  himself  has 
been  mentioning  the  Section.  I  caught  the  idea  from  what  he  said. . 
('Laughter.)  I  believe  it  is  Section  50  or  21.  I  knew  nothing  about  it ' 
before.  All  difficult  cases  may  be  referred  to  the  High  Court.  Then 
.  there  is  no  difficulty,  whatever,  and  if  the  Sirkar  Vakil  comes  before  the 
.  Revenue  Commissioner  to  help  him,  he  will  go  slack.  If  he  wants  the 
Sirkar  Vakil  to  put  the  case  before  him,  he  will  not  learn  up  the  file 
properly.  He  represents  the  other  side.  He  learns  up  the  whole  case 
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and  is  in  a  position  to  see  both  sides  of  it,  if  he  keeps  an  open  mind. 
To  the  vakil  or  the  party  who  comes  before  him,  he  may  be  able  to 
stand  up  both  as  a  judge  and  as  a  representative  of  the  Sirkar  in  the 
ease. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Bcvenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  May  I  ask  Mr.  Hoogewerf  whether  he  is  talking  from  ex¬ 
perience  or  whether  he  presumes  ? 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  talk  from  common  sense, 
iLmghter.) 

®Ma.  S.  C.  H.  BOBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Coin-, 
missioner) :  Common  sense  based  upon  what  ? 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Based  on  sound  thinking, 
t Laughter .)  ■  '■■■■ 

PRESIDENT:  The  time  is  up. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  If  the  Revenue  Commis¬ 
sioner  wants  a,  Sirkar  Vakil  to  appear,  the  Dewan  Peishkar  also  will 
require  him  to  appear  when  he  has.  to  deal  with  a  case.  For  all  those 
things  and— I  have  got  a  great  deal  more  to  say,  but  the  time  is  up — I 
strongly  oppose  the  motion. 

Me.  M.  It.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  C Chcngmnur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta ) :  Sir,  I  too  oppose  fthe  demand  ;  and  I  do  so  on  two  grounds. 
Firstly,  I  agree  with  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  in  thinking  that  the  In¬ 
come  Tax  Commissioner  is  not  empowered  by  the  Regulation  to  hear 
Sirkar  Vakils  under  Sections  21  and  22.  Secondly,  even  if  he  has  got  the 
power  to  hear  Sirkar  Vakils,  it  is-not  fair  to  pay  any  additional  remu¬ 
neration  to  the  Sirkar  Vakils  -who  are  already  receiving  remuneration 
from  the  Government,  for  representing  the  Government.  Mr.  Robinson 
was  saying  that,  when  he  was  confronted  with  complex  questions  of  fact 
and  law,  he  had  necessarily  to  hear  Sirkar  Vakils  for  the  ends  of 
justice.  But  Section  20  of  the  Income  Tax  Regulation  says  that,,  when 
the  collector  has  determined  any  sum  to  be  payable  by  an  assessee,  the 
assessee  can  object  to  the  amount  or  rate  at  which  he  is  assessed  and  put 
in  a  petition  to  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner.  When  he  is  putting  in 
a  petition  to  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner  objecting  ,to  the  amount  or 
rate  at  which  he  is  assessed,  I  think  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner  will 
not  be  confronted  with  many  complex  questions  of  facts.  Even  if  facts 
are  a  little  complicated,  I  think  his  subordinates  will  be  able  to  enlighten 
him  with  regard  to  those  facts  more  than  the  Sirkar  Vakils. 

Me.  T.  K,  VEIiU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedunumgad ) 
Suppose  a  person  lives  in  the  Tinnevelly  District  and  he  is  assessed  to  in¬ 
come  tax  in  Trivandrum,  will  there  not  be  a  question  df  law  with  res¬ 
pect  to  some  aspects  of  his  liability  ? 

Me.  M,  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  .(CAeKpoMwwr  cum  Pattanam- 
titia) :  First  of  all,  I  am  referring  to  questions  of  fact. 
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Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  Are . 
not  questions  of  law  and  fact  intimately  connected  ? 

Mb.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  (Ghemjanmt  com  Pattanam- 
titta ) :  Yes.  When  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner  has  got  any  doubts 
with  regard  to  questions  of  law,  he  can  refer  the  matter  to  the  High 
Court.  The  Income  Tax  Commissioner  is  expected  to  study,  the  In¬ 
come  Tax  Regulation  very  well  and  he  will  have  doubts  and  difficulties 
only  very  rarely  ;  and  when  he  has  got  them,  he  can  refer  the  matter  to 
the  High  Court  for  the  interpretation  of  the  Rules  and  the  Regulation. 

Mb.  S.,  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue,  and  Income  Tax 
Commissioner )  :  When  does  the  question  of  doubt  come  in  ?  Is  it  not 
after  hearing  the  case 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE.  (Ghengw  imir  cum  Pattanam » 
titta):  After  understanding  the  case. 

(  Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax- 
'Commissioner) :  Before  we  come  to  an  understanding,  should  we  not  he 
in  possession  of  arguments  for  both  sides  ? 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  (Chengunnur  cum  Pattanam - 
titta) :  He  must  be  able  to  understand  the  whole  case,  the  facts  and 
the  law,  and  if  he  feels  any  doubt  with  regard  to  the  interpretation  of 
any  rule,  he  must  refer  the  matter. 

Me.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax 
Commissioner) :  Does  not  a  question  of  doubt  often  arise  only  after 
hearing  the  case,  and  when  it  is  a  question  of  ■  how  to  decide  ? 

.Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Chengannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta):  I  think  the  doubt  may  arise  when  the  petitioner  has  not 
represented  the  matter  fairly. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H  ROBINSON  ( Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax 
Commissioner ) :  Is  the  Commissioner  not  allowed  to  have  any  doubts 
about  the  rights  of  Government '? 

Mu.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAEIAE  ( Gliemjannur  cum  Pattanam, - 
titta) :  ,  He  is  an  officer  of  Government  and  he  is  expected  to  know  the 
rights  of  G  overnment  also.  There  will  not  be  many  complex  questions 
of  fact ;  and  even  if  there  are  complex  questions  of  law,  they  must  be . 
settled  by  the  High' Court.  If  he  decides  any  question  by  hearing  the 
legal  opinions  of  the  Sirkar  Vakils,  they  may  not  be  fair.  People  will 
have  more. 'confidence  in' the  opinions  of  the  High  Court  than  the  legal 
opinion  of  the  Birkar  Vakils. 

Then  with  regard  to  the  second  point,  whether  any  additional 
remuneration  is  .to  be  paid  to  the  Sirkar  Vakils,  I  am  practically  of  the 
opinion  that  it  should  not  be  paid.  Recently  a  custom  has  cropped  up 
in  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s  Department  that,  when  vakils  are  deputed 
in  certain,  cases,  they  are  paid  additional  remuneration,  and  Mr.  Robinson 
said  that  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  and  the  Sirkar  Vakils  were  not  full-time 
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PBESIDENT :  By  way  of  correction,  I  may  point  out  do  you 
that  the  practice  is  not  recent. 

Mb.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VARIAE  C Ghenyammr  cum  Pattanam- 
tittci) :  It  may  not  be  recent ;  but  it  was  not  general  in  the  past. 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  a  different  matter.- 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VAEIAR  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pattanam - 
Htta):  It  is  not  recent  but  is  only  general  in  certain  cases,  when  the 
Government  Jiave  been  pleased  to  pay  additional  remuneration  to  certain 
individuals.  And  even  if  it  is  not  recent,  I  say  that  a  general  mile 
should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  when  the  Sirkar  Vakils  are  paid 
decently.  So  I  oppose  the  demand. 

.  Rao  Bahadur  K  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAE  ( Nominated )  (. Deputy 
President)  :  I  must-  decline  to  believe  that  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana 
Pillai  was  serious  when  he  opposed  the  grant  for  the  purchase  of  books.. 
He  based  his  objection  on  the  ground  that  books,  if  supplied,  were  likely 
to  confound  the  collectors  who  had  to  deal  with  the  claims  urged  by 
the  assessees  before  them.  If  that  argument  is  really  sound,  I  wish 
very  much  he  could  put  it  into  practice  himself  and  once  for  all  stop 
the  practice  of  getting  down  valuable  commentaries  (laughter) — English, 
Indian  and  American.  If  this  House  is  going  to  accept  that  theory  as 
having  anything  at  the  bottom  of  it, — 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapitzha)  :  Have  all  the 
income  tax  officers  got  the  necessary  legal  training  ? 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KEISHNA  AIYANGAE  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President)'.  That  is  just  the  reason  why  they  must  be  supplied  with 
suitable  reference  books,  so  that  'they  may  at  least  study. 

I  take  it,  Sir,  that  the  High  Court  is  manned  by  a  number  of  judi¬ 
cial  experts' who  have  had  considerable  experience  in  sifting  facts,  and  in 
elucidating  complicated  questions  of  facts  and  law.  Yet  we  think  it 
necessary  to  supply  the  High  Court  with  a  very  costly  library.  The 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  are  provided  with  a  very  costly  law  library. 
Each  practising  member  of  the  bar  thinks  that,  if  he  is  to  do  his  duty  well 
and  satisfactorily,  he  must  arm  himself  with  commentaries  not  merely  on 
the.  Statutes  that  are  now  in  force  but  unrepealed  Statutes  also  so  that,  as 
a  student  of  law,  he  might  have,  an  analysis,  as  it  were,  of  the  different 
stages  aijtd  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  various  legislative 
changes.  So,  if  this  House  is  going  to  accept  my  friend’s  contention, 
once  for  all  we  can  do  away  with  all  grants  for  the  supply  of  hooks  to 
the  Pligh  Court  and  to  the  different,  departments  which  are.  to  adminis¬ 
ter  justice,  putting  into  their  hands  a  copy  of  the  unrepealed  Begula- 
tions.  There  we  should  stop.  Probably  as  one  who  has  been  very 
long  in  the  profession  and  who  necessarily  feels  the  burden  of  it,  I 
should  wish  very  much  that  towards  the  fag  end  of  one's  life  at  the  bar 
one  is  not  called  upon  to  wade  through  a  number  of  reports— Indian, 
English  and  American  — and  that  for  the  sake  of  the  practitioner  the 
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Judge  be  required  to  dispose  of  it  by  reading  the  bare  enactment  that 
the  legislature  issues.  It  is,  therefore,  I  said  that  I  must  decline  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  my  friend  was  very  serious  when  he  objected  to  that  particular 
book. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha).:  My  sug¬ 
gestion  was  that  it  should  be  done  at  a  proper  time. 

Bao  Bahadur K.  A.  KEISHNA  AIYANGAE  (Now nuted)  (Deputy 
President)  :  There  I  agree  with  him.  But,  is  it  an  argument  for  not 
rectifying  the  omission  that  the  bonk  should  have  been  supplied  earlier, 
ever  since  the  officers  were  required  to  do  work  under  the  Income  Tax 
Regulation  ?  So,  as  T  submitted,  1  must  decline  to  believe,. even  if  my 
friend  is  going  to  contradict' me,  that  - he  was  very  serious  when  he 
objected  to  the  supply  of  books  to  the  officers  who  have  to  do  their  duty 
at  considerable  disadvantage,  withotvt  that  guidance  and  support  which 
an  intelligent  and  responsible  bar  often- times  places  at  the  disposal,  of 
the  deciding  officer. 

Sir,  I  would  just  submit  that,  if  this  demand  is  to  be  put  to  the  vote, 
it  would  be  desirable  to  split  it  up  into  two  parts  and  to  take  votes  on 
each  item  separately. 

Passing  on  to  the  second  item,  1  wish  very  much  that  the  House 
will  accept .  the  views  put  forward  by  my  friends  that  Sirkar  Vakils 
need  not  appear  before  the  Income  Tax  Officer  (Wear,  hear)-,  only, 
the  consequence  will  be  something  very  disastrous.  I  know  one 
instance  in  which  the  Government  had  to  pay  Es.  50  to  the 
Sirkar  Vakil.  That  Sirkar  Vakil  appeared  and  pressed  the  case  on 
behalf  of  the  Government.  Another  gentleman  of  the  tar  of  con¬ 
siderable  standing  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  other  side  and  he  got 
Bs.  500  from  his  client.  He  lost  the  case  and  the  Sirkar  won 
it  and  the  cost  to  Government  if  it  resorted  to  employing  such 
men  would  come  to  several  thousands  of  rupee?.  This  House  cer¬ 
tainly  is  not  the-  body  to  determine  the  legality  of  the  practice 
under  which  Sirkar  Vakils  appear  before  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner ; 
and  thip  House  will  be  taking  up  a  very  serious  responsibility  on  itself 
if  it  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  practice,  of  deputing  Sirkar  Vakils 
is  illegal— as  I  understand  the  word,  something  that  is  prohibited  by¬ 
law  being  illegal.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  legal  prohibition  iu  this  matter. 
It  is  not  a  question  on  which  the  House  is  to  come  to  a  conclusion  by 
comparing  the  relative  merits-  of  the  arguments  put  forward  by  my 
friend  and  myself ;  I  go  further  and  say  that  this  .House  is  not  the 
authority  to  question  the  legality  of  deputing  Sirkar  Vakils.  This  House 
is  competent  to  consider  the  desirability  of  asking  the  Sirkar  Vakils  to 
appear  before  the  commissioner  as  a  question  of  policy  and  expediency. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  I  beg  to  know  whether  the. 
case  that  he  referred  to  is  an  important  case — Rs.  500  versus  Rs.  50— 
and  whether  it  was  that  that  decided  the  case  in  favour  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment?  . 

.  Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KEISHNA  AIYANGAE  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President) :  Yes.  As  a  member  of.  the  bar  I  believe,  proper 
presentation  influences  the  result  a  good  deal,  and  consistent  with  that 
Vol,  i  No.  10.  e 
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view,  I  should  take  it  that  the  Sirkar  won  it  becausp  there  was  .a 
trained  lawyer  to  place  the  legal  aspects  of  a  complicated  question  before 
the  Commissioner  enabling  him  to  arrive  at  what  ho  considered  to  be  a 
sound  conclusion.  I  should  not  be  understood  as  suggesting  that  the 
questions  urged  are  always  sound.  "We  have  to  assume  that  they  are 
sound.  I  take  it  that,  in  that  particular  case,  it  was  to  the  advantage  of 
the  general  tax-payer  that  a  considerable  addition  was  made  to  the  re¬ 
venue  under  “Taxes  on  Income”  by  the  accident  of  a  particular  Sirkar 
Vakil  having  been  deputed  to  place  before  the  deciding  authority  the  par¬ 
ticular  aspect  of  a  certain  question.  I  have  very  great  sympathy  with 
Mr.  Robinson  when  lie  piteously  appeals  to  this  House  :  “  Am  J  not  a 
Judge  ?  Am  I  to  form  conclusions  in  advance  V  ”  But  unfortu¬ 
nately  the  spirit  of  legislation  in  dealing  with  matters  fiscal  seems  to  lie 
to  vest  a  certain  amount  of  arbitrary  power  under  a  judicial  cloak  in, 
revenue  officers  for  the  speedy  administration  of  revenue.  That,  I  sup¬ 
pose,  is  the  situation  in  respect  of  revenue  laws  generally.  Mr.  Ilobinson 
will  fall  under  that  category.  It  is  no  doubt  desirable,  if  it  is  not  illegal, 
if  it  is  not  prohibited  by  Statute  that,  whenever  the  Revenue  Commis¬ 
sioner  feels  the  necessity  for  the  help  of  a  trained  lawyer  to  represent 
any  particular  view  of  a  case,  the  Government  should  give  him  the 
necessary  assistance. 

As  regards  the  more  general  question  whether  Sirkar  Vakils  ought  to 
do  the  work  without  asking  for  any  remuneration,  or  whether  the  Sirkar 
Vakils  should  do  it  as  part  of  their  work,  I  submit  it  raises  a  very  broad 
question.  Sonic  friends,  no  doubt,  said  that  they  were  not  full-time- 
public  servants,  and  the  analogy  of  a  particular  executive  officer 
being  asked  to  do  the  very  same  work  for  the  very  same  remuneration 
even  though  there  might  be  an  increase  in  the  number  of  files  lie  had 
to  dispose  of,  would  not  apply  to  the  case  of  Sirkar  Vakils.  Are  all  of  us 
prepared  to  recognise  the  correctness  of  the  pica  that  was  put 
forward?  Then,  my  friend  Mr.  Veld  Pillai  appealed  to  their  sense  of 
patriotism  to  do  the  work  out  of  love  of  country. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  N vdunumga-d) :  I 
did  not  say  that. 

Bao"  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nviiuimtcil) 
(Deput ;/  President)-.  I  understood  my  friend  to  say  that,  if  they  were 
properly  approached,  they  would  be  willing  to  do' the  work.  ']  have 
no  quarrel  with  that.  If  my  friends  who  are  members  of  the  Council 
are  prepared  to  do  the  work  free  of  remuneration,  ;  I  should  welcome  it 
and  thank  them  for  doing  so  much  service  to  the  State  without  sending 
in  a  bill  for  payment.  That  necessarily  assumes  that  new  under¬ 
standings  have  to  be  arrived  .at  with  the  .Sirkar  Vakils  under  which, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  once  for  all,  they  must  undertake  to  do  all  the  legal 
work  of  Government  and  not  ask  Government  for  extra  payment.  It  is  a 
matter  of  understanding  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  that  suggestion 
of  my  friend  will  be  borne  in  mind  when  recruiting  Sirkar  Vakils  in 
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future.  But  with  reference  to  the  work  done  already,  I  take 
it  that  it  is  a  matter  of  engagement.  Having  got  the  work  out  of  one 
who  is  not  bound  to  do  it  and  having  had  the  benefit  of  it,  in  fairness 
the  particular  demand  laid  before  the  Council  by  Mr.  Robinson  should 
be  acceeded  to  without  further  controversy. 

Mb.  K.  PABAMES  VARAN  PILLAI  ( Tinmalla ):  I  rise  to 
oppose  that  portion  of  the  demand  which  refers  to  the  payment  of  Sirkar 
Vakils  for  appearing  before  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner-  It  appears 
to  me  that  it  is  quite  unnecessary  to  pay  Sirkar  Vakils  if  they  are  to, 
appear  before  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner.  Supposing  Mr.  Robinson 
takes  up  an  income  tax  case  and  sends  it  for  the  opinion  of  the  Sirkar 
Vakil,  the  Sirkar  Vakil  is  certainly  bound  to  give  his  opinion. 
Supposing  again  under  the  provision  of  the  Income  Tax  Regulation, 
Mr.  Robinson  referred  the  case  in  which  he  required  the  assistance 
of  the  Sirkar  Vakil  to  the  High  Court,  the  Sirkar  Vakil  would  be 
.required  to  appear  before  the  High  Court.  If  that  is  so,  I  ask  what 
difference  it  makes  in  the  work  of  the  Sirkar  Vakil.  If,  instead  of 
answering  references  or  appearing  in  the  High  'Court,  he  is  asked  by. 

;  Mr.  Robinson  to  appear  before  himself  and  to  render  such  assistance  as 
he  is  capable  of,  it  makes  no  difference.  Then  probably  it  is  a  question 
of  the  dignity  of  a  Sirkar  Vakil.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  such  as  sliould-be 
paid  for  when  he  is  required  to  appear  before  the  Income  Tax  Commis¬ 
sioner. 

Another  ground  upon  which  I  object  to  this  grant  is  that  it  is 
repeatedly  suggested  in  this  House  that  there  are  more  Sirkar  Vakils 
than  are  necessary  for  the  work  they  are  required  to  do.  If  that  is  so, 
it  should  he  possible  for  Government  to  depute  one  of  the  Assistant 
Sirkar  Vakils  to  do  such  miscellaneous  work  as  arguing  Income  Tax 
cases  and  so  forth  without  additional  payment  and  for  that  purpose  he 
must  be  relieved  of  so.  much  of  other  work  in  the. High  Court. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  the  terms  of  appointment  of  the 
Sirkar  Vakil  do  not  include  appearances  in  other  courts  than  in  the 
High  Court.  The  order  of  appointment  is  not  placed  before  the  House 
and  I  am  yet  ter  know  of  any  covenant  that  the  Government  have  entered 
into  with  the  Sirkar  Vakil  by  which  he  is  compellable  only  to  appear  be-, 
fore  the  High  Court  and  not  hound  to  help  the  Government  with  his  ad¬ 
vice  before  other  legal  tribunals.  Secondly,  it  appears  to  me  . that  even 
granting  that  there  is  a  covenant,  there  are  more  SirkarVakils  than  are 
needed.  One  may  be  dispensed  with  and  another  appointed  on  condition 
that  he  would  appear  not  only  in  the  High  Court  but  also  before  the 
Income  Tax  Commissioner  and  other  officers  who  require  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  Sirkar  Vakils  for  revenue  appeals  before  them.  It  is,  therefore, 
quite  unnecessary  to  spend  the  money  of  the  tax-payer  for  the  payment 
of  fees  to  the  Sirkar  Vakils  for  such  appearances. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  ( Land  Bevmm  and  'Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  On  what  grounds  does  lie  say  that  the  Sirkar  Vukils  have 
got  spare  time  and  have-not  sufficient  work ? .. 
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[President.] 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {Tiruvalla)  :  That  has  been 
expressed  in  this  House  last  year  during  the  budget  session  and  it  was 
also  the  general  impression.  It  has  not  been  -answered  yet. 

Me.  S.  C.  II.  ROBINSON  (Land -Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner, ) :  Are  there  no  grounds  for  making  that  statement? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {Tiruvalla):  I  also,  as  a 
vakil,  'know  what  amount  of  work  is  being  turned  out  by  the  Sirkar 
Vakils  in  the  Court.  The  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  and  the  Assistant  Sirkar 
Vakils,  of  whom  there  are.  two,  appear  very  rarely  at  the  Court.  All  the 
Sirkar  Vakils  jointly  do  not  turn  out  even  as  much  work  as  an  ordinary 
practitioner-  having  average  wort;  does. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  {Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com. 
mission  er):  But  have  they 'no  other  work,  such  as  going  through  the 
records  of  many  offices  ? 

Mb,  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI.  {Tiruvalla) :  They  may 
have.  I  do  not  deny  that  they  may  have. 

Mr.  S.  0.  H.  ROBINSON  {Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  In  that  case,  is  it  fair  to  say  that  they  have  not  got  suffi¬ 
cient  work  ? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {Tiruvalla)  :  They  have  got 
sufficient  spare  time — that  is  my  impression.  A  further  objection  taken 
is  that  the  terms  of  their  appointment  do  not  include  appearance  outside. 

Mb.  S.  C.  H.  ROBINSON  {Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax-  Com¬ 
missioner ) :  In  the  absence  of  specified  terms,  is  it  fair  to  say  what 
they  should  do  ? 

PRESIDENT :  It  is  a  matter  of  inference. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (! Tiruvalla )  :  Government 
were  asked  for  the  covenant,  and  it  was  not  placed  before  the  Finance 
Committee. 

On  these  grounds,  I  object  to  that  part  of  the  motion  which  has  re¬ 
ference  to  the  payment  of  vakils’',  fee. 

Mr.  S.  0;  H.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  I  do  not  think  the  matte!  requires  anything  more  to  be  said. 
Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  and  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  have  put '  the  matter  very 
clearly.  They  have  cut  Mr.  .Narayana  Pillai’s  arguments  into  pieces. 
{Laughter.)  About  the  revising  of  the  Income  Tax  Regulation — 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Amhalapuzha)  :  May  I  know 
whether  the  Income  Tax  Regulation  is  a  self-contained  Regulation  ? 

Mr.  S.  C.  IT.  ROBINSON  (Land  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner):  Not  in  all  respects.  • 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  '  cum  1 Neduniangad )  :  I 
supported  Mr.,  Robinson  only  with  regard  to  a  part  of  the  demand. 

.  PRESIDENT:  He  is  not  referring  to  that. 
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Mb.  S.  O'  H.  EOBINSON  ( Lana  Revenue  and  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner)  :  But  he  cut  the  other  part  of  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai’s  argu¬ 
ments  into  pieces.  I  think  the  House  has  accepted  the  principle  and 
the  question  is  only  a  matter  of  contract  or  agreement.  We  should  in 
fairness  meet  the  obligations  we  have  incurred.  I  think,  in  justice,  the 
House  will  allow  the  grant. 

With  regard  to  the  grant  for  the  purchase  of  hooks,  I  may  say  that 
it  is  very  accessary,  and  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  has  also  supported  the 
same.  I  think  the  House  will  sanction  the  grant. 

PBESIDENT:  I  am  afraid  it  is  .  not  possible  to  split  up  the 
motion  into  two. 

Mb.  S.  PAEAMESVABA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government): 
There  is  a  separate  provision  of  Es.  504  for  purchase  of  books. 


PBESIDENT  :  Then  I  shall  place  the  two  parts  of  this  motion 
separately. 


The  question  is  that  a  sum  of  Bs.  504  be  sanctioned  for  the 
purchase  of  forty-two  copies  of  Mr.  ,P.  Doraswami  Aiyangaa-’s  Late  of 
Income  Tax  for  use  in  the  offices  of  the  collectors  of  income  tax. 


The  motion  wras  carried. 

PBESIDENT:  The  second  part  of  the  motion  is  that  a  sum  of 
Es.  1,000  be  granted  for  payment  to  the  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakils 
for  their  work  in  appearing  before  the  Income  Tax  Commissioner  fon 
arguing  difficult  income  tax  cases. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried,  20  voting  for  and  18  against. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILJLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  I  demand  a  poll. 

A  poll  was  taken  with  the  following  result :  -  -  ■  . 

AYES— 20. 


1.  Mr.  I.  C.  Chacko. 

•2.  „  E.  Dhanukoti  Pillai. ' 

3.  „  P.  V.  Daniel. 

4.  ,,  K.  G-eorge. 

5.  Eao.  Bahadur  K.  A.  Krishna 

Aiyangar. 

6.  Mr.  B.  .K.  Krishna  Pillai. 

7.  „  E.  Krishna  Pillai.  • 

8.  „  T.  Lpikshmana  Pillai. 

9.  „  John  Mackie.. 

10.  „  K.  V.  Natesa  Aiyar. 


11.  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

•;  ;(  Ay.  Director  of  Agriculture.) 

12.  „  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 

13.  „  P-  Paramesvaran. 

14.  Dr,  S.  T.  Ponnuswami  Pillai. 

15.  Mr.  M.  Eaja  Baja  Varma. ... 

16.  Eao  Bahadur  K.  V.  Eanga- 

swaini  Aiyangar. 

17.  Mr.  s;  C.  H.  Eobinson. 

18.  ,,  J. 'Stephenson, 

19.  „  Y.  Subba  Aiyar. 

20.  „  A.  J.  Van.  Boss. 
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NOES— 18. 


1.  Mr.  L.  E.  Eaja  Raja  Varma  10. 

Koil  Tampuran. 

2.  „  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai.  .  11. 

3.  „  P.  T.  Thomas.  12. 

4.  „  N.  Ramakrishna  Pillai.  13. 

5.  The  Rev.  Fr.  Kuriakose  Vetti.k-  14. 

kapalli.  15. 

6.  Mr.  M.  Ii.  Madhava  Variar.  1G. 

7.  „  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai.  17, 

8.  „  M.  N.  Pillai. 

9.  „  Joseph  Panjikarari.  18. 

The  motion  was  declared  carried. 


Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

(Tiruvalla.) 
„  T.  Kumara  Pillai. 

„  V.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai. 

„  C.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai. 

„  M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai. 

„  A.  Hoogewerf. 

,,  A.  Govinda  Meuon. 

,,  T.  M.  Ohidambaratanu 
Pillai. 

,,  S,  Adam  Sait. 


Demand  "VII. — General  Administration,  Secretariat,  etc. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (<?/««/  Secretary  fe>  Government) : 
Sir,  I  beg  to  move  for  a  grant. not  exceeding  Rs-  5,000  for  payment  of 
travelling  allowance  co  the  non-official  members  of  the  Legislative.  Coun¬ 
cil.  The  allotment  provided  for  the  purpose  in  the  year’s  budget  was 
Es.  12,000.  Out  of  this,  a  portion,  vis.,  Rs.  3,356,  was  spent  for  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  bills  of  1098  and  the  balance  for  payment  of  the.  bills  of  the 
current  year,  and  thus  the  whole  allotment  has  been  exhausted.  Includ¬ 
ing  this,  there  will  be  two  more  meetings  of  the' Council  this  year  and 
■  the  expenditure  on  account  of  travelling  allowance  to  the  non-official 
members  in  connection  with  these  meetings  is  estimated  at  Es.  5,000. 
Hence  this  amount  has  to  lie  sanctioned  as  a  supplementary  grant. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  NechwiatnjaJ): 
May  I  ask  why  the  amount  under  “  Travelling  Allowance  to  members  ” 
waB  not  correctly  calculated  at  tfce  time  of  the  budget  ? 

.PRESIDENT!  .  We  have  had  a  number  of  select  committee 
meetings.  Besides,  we  are  having  four  meetings  of  the  Council  instead 
of  three.  , 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief 'Secretary  to  Government') :  The 
revised  estimate  for  1098  was  Es.  17,000.  If  the  additional  sum  of 
Es.  5,000  now7  asked  for  is  sanctioned,  the  total  allotment  will  come  to 
Es.  17,000  only. 

PRESIDENT:  May  I  take  it  that  the  House  sanctions  the 


■  The  grant  was  made. 

Demand  . VIII. — General  Administration,  Account  Oeeice. 
Mr.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  Sir,  I 
beg  to  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Rs.  750  under  Demand  VIII — 
General  Administration — Account  Office.  This  is  to  meet  the  pay 
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and  travelling  allowances  of  the  special  temporary  staff  consisting 
of  one  clerk  on  Rs.  40,  one  clerk  on  Es.  25  and  two  peons  on 
Es.  9  each  and  one  Assistant  Account  Officer  who  have  been  deputed 
for  the  detailed  examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  Quilon  Divisional 
Treasury.  The  circumstances  under  which  the  demand  is  made  are,  I 
believe,  known  to  the  members.  Some  time  ago,  certain  discrepancies 
of  a  serious  nature  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Account  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  at  that  time  I  deputed  an  Assistant  Account  Officer, 
Mr.  Nilakauta  Pillai,  to  make  a  special  inspection  of  that  treasury.  It 
was  found  by  an  inspection  that  not  only  were  there  discrepancies  but 
something  more  serious  with  that  treasury.  It  was  found  that  there 
were  certain  defalcations  and  it  was.  therefore  deemed  necessary  that 
a  thorough  and  a  detailed  examination  of  the  treasury  should  be  made ; 
and  so  Government  decided  that  the  accounts  of  the  treasury  for  the 
nineteen  months  beginning  with  Chingam  1098,  during  which  period 
,  the  late  Treasury  Officer,  Mr.  K.  Sankaranarayana  Aiyar,  was  in  charge 
of  the  Treasury,  should  be  gone  into.  The  demand  is  made  with  a  view 
to  meet  the  cost  of  the  special  establishment  that  has  been  deputed  for 
the  purpose. 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAE  {dominated)  {Deputy. 
President):  May  I  know  whether  these  accounts  are  being  periodically 
examined  by  Dewan  Peishkars  ? 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  io  Government)  :  They, 
make  half-yearly  inspections  of  the  treasury.  But,  if  the  matter  is 
gone  into,  it  will  be  found  that  only  by  a  detailed  audit  at  the  spot 
would  defalcation  be  discovered.  The  Dewan  Peishkars  do  make  not 
only  half-yearly  inspections  of  the  treasury,  but  they  also  examine  the 
monthly  cash  balance  of  the  treasury  and  send  the  accounts  of  receipts 
over  their  signature  to  the  Account  Officer.  But  that  will  not  disclose  a 
defalcation  of  the  kind  that  has  happened  in  the  Quilon  Treasury. 
As  I  have  stated,  it  could  be  discovered  only  by  a  detailed  and  thorough 
scrutiny  of  the  accounts  of  the  treasury,  which  the  Peishkars  are  not 
doing  at  present. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated ) :  May  I  know  when  the 
audit  of  this  particular  treasury  was  made  by  the  Account  Officer  ? 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government) :  Every: 
treasury  account  is  sent  to  the  Account  Office  and  the  detailed  audit 
of  expenditure  is  made  by  it.  But  the  receipts  are  not  audited  either 
in  my  office  or  in  the  treasury,  because  the  controlling  officers 
are  expected  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  receipts.  Ho  neither  the 
Account  Officer  nor  his  Assistants  make  a  detailed  'audit  of  the  treasury 
accounts  of  receipts.  The  Account  Officer  inspects  the  accounts  of 
the  treasury  only  once  in  an  year. 

Me.  A.  HO'OGEWEEF  ( Nominated ):  May  1  know  when  the 
last  inspection  of  this  particular  treasury  was  conducted  by  the  Account 
Officer'?  - 

Mr.  ID  GEORGE  {Financial  Secretary  to  Government ):  The 
last  inspection  of  the  Quilon  treasury  was  made  by  an  Assistant  Account 
Officer  in  Karkadakam  1098. 
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PRESIDENT :  May  I  take  it  that  the  House  sanctions  the  de¬ 
mand  ? 

The  grant  was  made. 

Demand  IX.— Admihistbation  of  Justice. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Sir,  1 
beg  to  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Es.  2,350  under  Demand  IX  - 
Administration  of  Justice.  Sir,  I  believe  this  demand  requires  a  little 
explanation,  especially  in  view  of  the  criticisms  that  were,  levelled  against 
Mr.  Robinson’s  demand.  Unfortunately  I  belong  to  that  unhappy  lot  of 
Sirkar  Vakils  whose  work  is  very  heavy  and  yet  whose  work  is  never 
appreciated. 

In  moving  the  demand,  I  will  place  before  thb  House  certain  facts 
in  order  to  disabuse  the  mind  of  the  House  of  the  false  impressions  that 
have  crept  in.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  thought  that  Sirkar  Vakils,  es¬ 
pecially  those-  attached  to  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s  .office — I  include  in 
that  category  myself  and  my  assistants  also— have  not  much  work  to 
attend  to.  And  as  an  instance,  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  said  that  he 
knew  the  amount  of  work  that  the  Assistant  Sirkar  Vakils  had  to  do 
in  the  High  Court.  But  even  if  that  work  alone  is  taken  into  consider¬ 
ation,  it  will  he  found  that  each  of  the  two  assistants  attached  to  the 
Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s  office  has  got  work  before  the  High  Court,  day 
after  day.  That  apart,  I  do  not  know  whether  my  friend  knows  the 
inner  working  of  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s  office. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (! Timvalla ) :  I  was  refer¬ 
ring  only  to  their  work  in  the  High  Court. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  In 
the  first  place,  every  written  statement  sent  up  has  to  be  scrutinised  by 
him.  .  -  ' 

Mb,  M.  N.  PILLAI  \Trivandmm) :  May  I  know  whether  those 
Sirkar  Vakils  have  not  taken  up  private  eases  '?  . 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  ( 'akif)  :  Yes, 
They  have.  I  ant  coming  to  that  point. 

This  .means  he  has  to  read  all  the  papers  in  the  case  and  prepare 
a  long  memorandum  to  be  placed  before  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil 
and  the  Dewan  and  prepare  written  statements  in  English.  It  is  one 
portion  of  their  work.  Then,  in  the  second  place,  every  sessions  case, 
whether  ending  in  conviction- or  acquittal,  is  sent,  up  to  thorn,  ami  the 
two  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakils  divide  the  cases  between  themselves. 
They  will  have  to  go  through  the  judgments  and  the  necessary  papers 
and  see  whether,  in  cases  of  acquittal,  any  interference  is  necessary 
byway  of  an  appeal  or  in  case  of  conviction  anything  is  to-be  done.  All 
these  they  have  to  do  and  to  put  up  office  notes.  And  further  they  have 
to  prepare  for  the  day’s  cases— cjvil,  criminal,  and  even  revision  peti¬ 
tions— that  are  posted  before  the  High  Court.  Eor  all  these,  they  are 
paid  Es.  250  a  month  !  , 
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Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  : 
May  I  know  from  Mr.  Snbba  Aiyar  the  number  of  appeals  preferred  by 
the' Sirkar  against  the  decision  of  the  subordinate  courts  in  1098  in  the 
High  Court  and  decided  in  favour  of  the  Sirkar  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  {.Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I 
did  not  expect  that  question.  I  daresay  it  will  be  found  in  the  statis¬ 
tical  volume  that  is  supplied  year  after  year  to  the  members.  I  have 
not  got  it  just  now. 

Mb.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VABI.AB  ( Ghenganmtr  cum  Pattanam- 
Htta ) :  May  I  know  for  how  many  hours  the  Assistant  Head  Sirkar 
Vakils  are  expected  to  do  their  work  ? 

M'b-  V-  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  There 
is  no  time-limit.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  have  practically  work  every 
morning  Even  when,  they  arc  not  engaged  and  may  find  spare  time, 
they  have  to  come  to  office  and  have  to  attend  to  the  work ;  so  much  so, 
that  the  work  is  tight  and  the  salary  of  Bs.  250  paid  to  them  cannot  be 
said  to  be  too  much.  I  am  really  sorry  that  this  objection  should  come 
from  the  members  of  the  Bair,  especially  those  who  are  high  up  in.  the 
profession  and  whose  remuneration  is  very  much  more  than  what 
the  Sirkar  Vakil  is  paid.  Anyhow,  I  may  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  one  fact.  Let  us  take  the  case  of  the  Law  Lecturers.  They 
are  allowed  private  practice  and  yet  they  are  paid  Bs,  175.  I  believe 
it  is  not  more  than  one  hour’s  work  a  day  or  live  hours’  work  in  a  week 
and  each  of  the  Lecturers  ordinarily  lectures -on  the  same  subject.  It  is 
nothing  of  the  kind  so  far  as' the  Sirkar  Vakils  are  concerned.  Every 
case  is  new  and  every  case  has  to  he  prepared,  so  that  he  has  to  work 
hard.  It  was  once  under  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  possi¬ 
ble  to  give  them  a  retaining  fee  and  pay  them  for  the  work  done.  I 
was  a  Sirkar  Vakil  at  that  time.  I  gave  all  the  figures,  and  the  other 
Sirkar  Vakils  also.  If  a  fee  of  ten  or  seven  rupees — I  do  not 
remember  the  figure  exactly  but  it  was -one  half  of  the  rate  at  which 
Sirkar  Vakils  are  paid  elsewhere- — for  every  appearance  in  a  sessions 
case  and  for  every  appearance  in  an  appeal  was  fixed,  it  was  found  that 
a  Sirkar  Vakil  would  get  on  an  average  Bs.  500  or  Bs.  600  a  month. 
When  that  proposal  went  up  before  the  Dewan,  he  said  that  it  was  better 
to  drop  it  at  once  and  the  matter  was  therefore  dropped.  .  I  know  as  a 
matter  of  fact  that  every  case,  whether  difficult  or  small,  is  handled  by 
the  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakils  very  satisfactorily and  if  you  take 
the  average  emolument  for  the  same,  it  will  be  very  small  .for 
an  appearance.  So  I  do  not  think  that  this  House  will  say  that 
this  is  anything  like  satisfactory  payment.  They  are  not  full-time 
officers.  They  are  allowed  private  practice.  My  friend  asked  :  “Where 
is  the  covenant?”  In  Travaneore,  as  elsewhere,  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
usage.  The  Sirkar  Vakil  was  always  attached  to  a  court  and  he  was 
asked  to  serve  there.  He  was  not  asked  to  go  about  to  argue  cases 
before  the  District  Magistrate  or  the  income  tax .  officers.  That  is  why 
I  referred  to  the  case  of  the  Law  Lecturer  by  way  of  analogy.  That  is 
byway  of  general  remark.  With  reference  to'the  quantity  or  quality 
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of  the  work  done  by  the  assistants,  and  the  sufficiency  of  remuneration 
paid  to  them,  they  have  been  complaining  bitterly  that  their  emolument 
is  very  little  when  compared  with  the  nature  of  their  work.  As  for  the 
Head  Sirkar  Vakil,  I  need  only  give  the  number  of  references  sent  up 
to  them.  It  is  ever  600  every  year.  I  know  personally  many  re¬ 
ferences  take  many  days  before  they  are  disposed  of  satisfactorily. 
You  do  not  always  find  a  suitable  precedent  for  recording  opinions;  and 
unlike  Mr.  Robinson  he  has  not  got  the  help  of  a-  vakil  to  assist  him. 
With  reference  to  opinions,  they  are  .increasing  in  number,  the  more  so, 
I  may  say  without  disparagement  to  tlie  .House,  after  the  constitution 
of  the  new  House,  because  every  question  is  threshed  out  here  and 
Government  have  to  be  satisfied  that  their  action  is  legal.  That  being 
the  case,  this  work  has  considerably  increased  and  it  is  not  possible 
for  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  to  attend  to  the  work  in  court. 

Coming  to  the  question  before  the  House,  this  payment  was  not 
made  for  work  done  elsewhere,  but,  in  two  of  the  cases,  for  work  done  in 
the  High  Court. ;  I  will  place  before  the  House  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  payments  have  been  made.  Now,  in  the  first  place, 
I  should  point  out  that  the  Sirkar  Vakils  are  paid  Rs.  250  without  any 
increment  or  grade.  An  Assistant  Sirkar  Vakil  who  begins  with 
Rs.  250  will  have  to  retire  on  Rs.  250  if  he  does  not  get  any  other 
appointment.  What  has  happened  is  that,  as  usual,  Rs.  8,000 
was  allotted  as  vakils’  fee  for  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s  De¬ 
partment.  The  allotment  is  primarily  intended  l'or  private  engage¬ 
ment  and  also  mainly  for  payment  of  vakils  for  defending  the  accused  in 
criminal'  cases.  This  year  a  similar-  amount  was  provided  and 
Rs.  2,850  therefrom  has  been  spent.  There  was  a  very  heavy  case, 
the  Punjar  case,  in  which  large  interests  of  G-ovefnment  were 
involved.  ... 

Me.  M.  N.  PJ.LLAI  (!£ neandrum) :  Who  conducted  the  case? 

•Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  The 
Head  Sirkar.  Vakil  was  particularly  asked  to  argue  the  case,  as  the  case 
was  important.  Mr.  Ananda  Rao  was  then  in  charge  of  the  department. 
But  he  took  long  leave,  I  believe,  for  eight  months  or  so,  and  the  case 
was  an  old.  one.  The  High  Court  would  not  adjourn  the  case.  I 
was  in  charge  of  both  offices  and  it  was  physically  impossible  for  me  to 
attend  to  the  work  in  the  two  offices  and  also  court  work. 

Mr.  T.  Iv.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrmi  cum  Ncdurnangad):  May 
I  know  from  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  whether,  during  that  week  in  which,  the 
Punjar  case  was  argued,  he  argued  any  private -case  of  his  in  the  High 
Court  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  1 
am  not  quite  sure.  If  you  give  me  the  nature  or  number  of  the  case,  I 
will  be  able  to-—  ’ 
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Mr.P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  May  I  know 
from  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  whether  Mr.  Ananda  Eao  was  on  full-  pay 
leave? 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirhar  Vakil)  :  Yes, 
full-pay  leave.  No  substitute  was  appointed.  I  may  say  I  -was  asked  to 
attend  to  both  offices  and  I  was  doing  my  level  best  to  do  my  work. 
Mr.  T.  K.  Vein.  Pillai  put  the  question  whether  I  did  not  attend  to  any 
private  work.  It  may  or  may  not  be  that  I  did..  I  do  not  remember. 
If  he  can  give  the  oases — 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  Sir, 

I  may  tell  him  that  I  do  not  remember  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar's  cases  unless  he 
has  appeared  against  me.  ' 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  I  do 
not  remember,  My  friend  knows  that,  even  when  I  was  in  charge  of 
,  my  own  office,  my  appearances  in  the  High  Court  were  very  few  ;  if  at 
all  I  appeared,  it  was  only  occasionally. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  How  did  Government  sanc¬ 
tion  the  leave  to  Mr.  Ananda  Eao  when  there,  was  such  a  big  case  as 
this  before  the  Pligh  Court  ? 

PBESIDENT  :  That  does  not  arise  here. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head ,  Sirkar  Vatel):  He 
was  entitled  to  the  leave. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  He  was  only  unfit  for  con¬ 
ducting  the  Punjar  case. 

PBESIDENT :  Need  not  be..  ' 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum):  He  was  shirking  his 
duty. 

PBESIDENT:  You  cannot  make  any  comment  on  .the  absence 
of  the  officer  and  the  circumstances  connected  with  it.  The  leave  was 
granted  to  him.  That  matter  does  net  arise  here.  You  can  interpellate 
Government  or  talk  on  it  on  a  proper  occasion. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  As  I  said, 
it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  do  the  work  in  both,  the  offices  and  argue 
the  Punjar  .case  as  I  could  not  find  the  time  for  it-  The  High  Court  gave 
notice  to  the  vakils  to  prepare  the  case.  I  could  not  find  time  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  case  for  over  a  month  and  then  argue  the  case.  We  did  not 
know  for  how  many  days  the  case  would  last.  So,  I  said  it  was  not 
possible  for  me  to  attend  to  the  case.  So,  the  next  senior  Assistant  was 
asked  to  attend  to  the  work.  I  may  say  that,  so  far  as  my  office  is.  con¬ 
cerned,  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  appearances  in  courts  and  I  daresay 
my  friends  will  appreciate  that  the  work  so  far  as  my  office  rs  concerned 
is  very  taxing.  It  does  ,  not  depend  upon  the  number  of  hours  you 
work.  . 

That  being  an  important  case  in  which  the  Head  .-Sirkar  Vakil 
himself  was  asked  to  appear,  it  was  thought  desirable  that  one  with 
sufficient  practice  and  otherwise  also  well  qualified  should  conduct  the 
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ease ;  and  as  the  seniormost  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakil,  Mr.  Sundara- 
raja  Aiyangar  was  asked  to  appear  and  argue  the  case,  and  therefore  he 
had  to  be  paid.  So  that  this  accounts  for  Rs.  1,500.  This  cannot  be 
said  to  be  too  much,  having  regard  the  nature  of  the  ease,  and  the  records 
of  which  were  very  voluminous  and  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the 
■  -maximum  fee  of  20,000  /attains  was  paid  by  the '  appellant  on  the 
appeal  memo.  I  may  say  that  the  appellant’s  vakil  should  have  been 
paid  many  thousands  of  rupees,  if  that,  would  be  of  any  interest  to  the 
House,  . 

The  second  item  is  the  payment  of  Rs.  400  to  Mr.JBhaskarajMenon- 
for  arguing  a  case  in  the  High  Court. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  I  wish  to  know  whether  it 
was  not  the  legitimate  duty  of  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  to  appear  in  these 
cases — Punjar  and  other  cases.  .  '  •  .  ‘ 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Le¬ 
gitimate  in  this  sense .  that,  being  an  important  case,  it  was  thought 
necessary  that  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  should  appear  in  the  case.  The 
Head  Sirkar  Vakil  himself  could  not  appear  and  nobody  on  Rs.  500  was 
appointed  when  Mr.  Ananda  Row  was  on  leave.  Therefore  the  next 
best  man  and  the  seniormost  among  the  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakils 
was  asked  to  do  the  work. 

.  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Tritumdru/n )  :  Then  he  could  have  been 
paid  the  pay  of  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil. 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  an  argument.  You  can  only- put  a 
question. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  Then 
my  friends  Were  arguing  that  this  was  a  waste  of  public  funds.  With 
reference  to  that,  I  may  say  that  it  is  not  a  waste  of  public  funds, 
because  the  Assistant  Sirkar  Vakil,  who  is  temporarily  engaged,  may 
not.  be  in  a  position  to  do  justice  to  th,e  case.  The  case,  as'  I'  said,  was 
a  sensational  one  in  the  Sense  that  it  involved  large  interests  and  the 
party  was  at  great  pains  to  succeed. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAY'ANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  If  he  is  paid 
extra  sums,  will  he  be  able  to  cope  with  the  work  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar,  Vakil): 
I  was  answering  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai’s  question  :  “Why  not  engage  some, 
other  man  ”?  If  a  private  person  had  been  asked  to  be  in  charge  of  that 
particular  case,  I  do  not  -thmk  he  would  have  accepted  Rs.  250, — at  any 
rate  the  sort  of  man  that  you  want. 

•Mb.  ,M.  N..  PILLAI  {Trivandrum) :  .Supposing  Mr.  Ananda  Rao 
was  there  during  the  time  the  case  was  taken  up,  would  the  Govern¬ 
ment  have  paid  the  same  amount  '>  ( 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  do  not 
think  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  any  amount. 
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Ms.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  Then  it  is  a  loss  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  No; 
for  those  seven  or  eight  months — the  minimum  pay  of  the  Head  Sirkar 
Vakil  is  Rs.  500 — Government  ought  to  have  paid  Rs.  4,000  if  they  had 
appointed  a  separate  officer,  and  I  believe  they  made  a  clear  gain  by 
the  whole  transaction,  made  me  do  a  lot  of  work  and  paid  Rs.  1,500 
to  Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar,  and  did  not  appoint  anybody  when 
Mr.  Ananda  Rao  took  leave. 

Then  with  reference  to  the  other  matter,  viz.,  that  the  Head 
Sirkar  Vakil  is  not,  as  a  matter  of  right,  entitled  to  any  remuneration 
for  arguing  a  case— 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai):  Who  was  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  finally  argued  the  case  ? 

Mil.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Mr. 
Sundararaja  Aiyangar.  He  is  attached  to  my  office  and  was  not  bound 
to  appear  in  that  case. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Slier tallai) :  -Is.it  so  by  ,  co¬ 
venant  ?  '  . 

Mb.  V. '  SUBBA  AIYAR.  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vahit)-:  That 

is  the  understanding. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ) :  Is  there  any  written 
covenant  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  That 
is  the  understanding.  ■ 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)  :  When  and  where 
was  the  understanding  arrived  at  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  So  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  our  office  is  confined  to  legislative  work  and  to 
opinions,  which  may  be  required  in  regard  to  references  sent  to,  us- 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ):  I  believe  you  have 
not  understood  my  i  question.  I  want  to  know  when  and  where  the 
.understanding  that  they  need  not  appear  in  any  case  before  courts  was 
arrived  at  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  I 
believe  this  understanding  has  been  in  force  ever  since  \my  appointment, 
which  was,  seven  or  eight  years  ago. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ) :  Have  you  appeared 
in  any  case  after  that  ?  '  1  /  ■ 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Yes, 
and  I  have  been  paid. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  Have  'you  appeared 
in  Sirkar  cases ‘f 
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Mb  V  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Yes, 
and  I  have  been  paid.  And  I  believe,  that  this  is  the  subject  of  one  of 
the  interpellations. 

Mb  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum):  There  are  two  Assistants  to 
Mr.  Ananda  Bao.  May  I  know  why  neither  of  these  persons  was  en- 
trusted  with  the  Punjar  case  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  That  has  been  sufficiently  explained. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
Government  considered  that  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  should  himself 
conduct  the  case ;  and  when  they  found  that  this  was  not  possible,  the 
next  senior  man  was  asked  to  do  it. 

Mb;  M.  N.  PILLAI  (i'rim-ndnm) :  Then,  are  not  the  others  com-^ 
petent  ?  .  . 

Mb  V  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head 'Sirkar  Vakil):  I  do  not 
say  that"  they  are  incompetent,  The  interests  of  the  case  were  such 
as  to  require  the  presence  of  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil;  and,  in  his  absence, 
the  next  best  man  was  put  in. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum):  What  was  the  result?  Did 
the  Government  gain  by  appointing  Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head.  Sirkar  Vakil): 
Mainly  the  appeal  was  dismissed  with  slight  modifications. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai):  I  wish  to  know 
whether  Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar  has  full-time  work  in  the  office  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  He 
is  not  a  full-time  officer.  So  far  as  his  office  work  is  concerned,  it  is 
considerably  heavy. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  {Shertallai)  :  I)o  you  know 
whether  he  has  accepted  any  private  engagements  to  appear  before 
the  High  Court  ?  .  . 

Mb.  V.-  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Yes. 
We  are  not  supposed  ' to  be  full-time  officers  and  we  can  accept 
private  work  ;  and  we  do  appear  in  private  cases. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  {Shertallai)  :  What  is  the  number 
of  hours  during  which  he  has  to  do  office  work? 


Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  We 
need  not  necessarily  work  in  the  office  in  the  sense  that  we  should 
attend  office  from  11  to  5.  We  do  work  both  in  the  morning  and,  in  the 
evening.  It  depends  upon  the  amount  of  work  turned  out.  ‘  Bills  may 
be  drafted  conveniently  either  in  the  morning  or  at  night.  That  is  the 
sort  of  test  I  have  placed.  I  send  a  certain  number  of  papers  to  him  and 
he  gets  through  them  within  a  limited  time  appointed  by  me.  ’  He 
must  do  it  whether  in  the  morning  or  at  night.  I  am  not.  very  particular 
.when  and  where  he  does  it. 
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Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :•  How  is  it  possible  for  Mr. 
Sundararaja  Aiyangar  to  argue  a  case  for  the  Sirkar  when  he.  is  arguing 
his  own  case  ? 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  Shy- 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Hoogewerf  is  in  possession  of  the  House. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (dominated)  •:  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  said  that 
Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar  did  not  usually  appear  before  the  Court. 

PRESIDENT:  He  did  not  say  that.  He  himself  does  not  appear 
before  the  High  Court  to  conduct  Sirkar  cases. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  When  Mr.  Sundararaja 
Aiyangar  is  engaged  in  his  usual  work,  is  he  also  attending  to  the  other 
work? 

Me.  V.  SURRA  AIYAR  (Additional  Mead  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  Yes,  in 
the  preparation  of  cases. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Bhaskara  Menon,  though  it  is  practically 
work  in  the  High  Court  and  though,  strictly  speaking,  he  is  not  entitled 
to  any  remuneration,  when  any  very  heavy  ov  taxing  case  or  unusually 
important  case  is  conducted,  sometimes  he  is  paid  a  bit  extra ;  but  I  may 
assure  the  House  that  it  does  not  ordinarily  take  place.  During  the  last 
ten.  years,  Mr.  Venkatarama  Aiyar  was  paid  a  couple  of  hundred  rupees 
for  the  counterfeit  currency  note  case,  and  Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar 
was  paid  a  couple  of  hundred  rupees  for  being  engaged  in  a  riot  case. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shcrtallai ):  In  which  year  was  it 
that  Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar  was  paid  ? 

Mb,  Y.  SVBB A  ATY A3,  (Additional  Mead  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  Seven  or 
eight  years  ago. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shcrtallai):  There  was  nobody  to 
question  it  then. 

Me.  V.  S'UBBA  AI  YAR  ( [Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil )  :  And  the 
preparation  of  the  case  and  the  arguments  take  a  very  longtime.  So  also 
in  a  batch  of  counterfeit  currency  cases  Mr.  Bhaskara  Menon  was  paid 
Rs.  400.  .  That  is  not  as  a  matter  of  right  and.  is  not  by  way  of  any  re¬ 
muneration  that  they  are  entitled  to,  but  as  a  sort  of  appreciation  or  en¬ 
couragement  to  the  hard-working  officer,  via.,  when  a  particular /  case  of 
unusual  importance  arises,  he  is  paid  something  extra.  As  I  said,  during 
the  last  ten  years,. Mr.  Venkatarama  Aiyar  was  paid  once,  Mr.  Sundararaja 
Aiyangar  once  and  Mr.  Bhaskara  Menon  twice.  The  amount  of  remu¬ 
neration  paid  will  not  in  the  least  be  anything  compared,  with  the  quan- 
tity  of  work..  It  is  but  a  sort 'of  appreciation  of  the  work  that  was  done. 

Then,  with  reference  to  another  item  of  payment  viz.,  the  amount 
paid  to  Mr.  Raghunatha  Aiyangar.  He  was  hot  ,a.  Sirkar  Vakil  but 
he  was  deputed  to  defend  a,  case  against  Government,  servants.  In  all 
these  easesj  the  necessity  for.  payment  was  realised— on  account  of 
the  deputation,  of  Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar  in  one'  case,  the  recognition 
of  the  work  in  the  other  case,  and  the  engagement  of  Mr.  Raghunatha 
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Aiyangar  in  the  third.  As  I  said,  the  payment  of  a  small  honorarium  to 
the  Sirkar  Vakils  in  cases  of  importance  is  a  sort  of  appreciation  and 
encouragement.  The  sum  of  Es-  2,850  has  been  utilised  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  and,  therefore,  it  is  necessary  that  this  sum  should  be  recouped.  As 
I  said,  the  amount  has  been  already  paid.  Usually  in  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year,  there  are  likely  to  be  very  many  engagements  in  Sessions 
Courts  on  behalf  of  the  accused,  and  the  vakils  have  to  be  paid.  It  is 
on  that  account  that  this  demand  is  made. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  N edmumgad) : 
Sir,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  in  his  characteristic  fashion  has  given  ns  several 
arguments  as  to  why  this  demand  should  bo  sanctioned.  This  demand 
raises  a  constitutional  question  of  the  utmost  importance.  A  certain 
amount  was  ear-marked  for  a  particular  purpose.  In  the  course  of  the 
year,  a  portion  of  that  amount  was  diverted  for  purposes  which  were 
i  not  in  the  contemplation  of  this  Council  at  the  time  the  budget  was  dis- 
'  cussed.  It  was  not  considered  necessary  at  the  time  of  the  budget  dis¬ 
cussion — 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  All 
the  other  vakils’  fees  are  paid  out  of  the  amount. 

Mr.  T.  K,  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedimaia/ad ) : 
Yes,  I  quite  see  that.  This  House  did  not  consider  the  necessity  of 
giving  presents  in  recognition  of  the  work  of  Sirkar  Vakils.  Wo 
sanctioned  the  amounts  for  the  establishment  of  Sirkar  Vakils.  If  it 
was  put  before  this  House  that  the  Sirkar  Vakils  required  occasional 
dribblets  of  the  kind,  of  a  few  apples  and  pomegranates,  this  House 
would  have  come  to  a  different  conclusion ;  but  without  telling  us  that 
this  was  going  to  be  done,  the  Sirkar  Vakils’  Department  moved  the  G  ov¬ 
ernment  and  the  Government  sanctioned  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  he 
paid  to  the  Sirkar  Vakils.  That  is  a  constitutional  question  of  a  very 
momentous  kind. and  I  trust  that  the  mistake  will  not  be  repeated. 

Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  said  that  he  belonged  to  that  unfortunate  class  of 
people,  vie.,  Sirkar  ‘Vakils,  whose  work  is  not  appreciated.  I  must 
demur  to  that  statement.  We  appreciate  the  work  of  the  Sirkar  Vakils; 
but  we  consider  that  they  are  not  doing  adequate  work.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  want  of  appreciation,  but  appreciation,  of  the  right  kind 
which  has  enabled  me  to  make  the  statement  that  I  have  made.  During 
the  course  of  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  argument,  he  has  convinced  the  House— 
at  any  rate  he  has  convinced  me— that  the  work  that  the '  Sirkar  Vakils 
have  been  doing  is  of  a  very  partial  kind.  My  friend  said  that  the 
Sirkar  Vakils  scrutinised  every  written  statement  that  was  prepared  to  be 
submitted  to  the  court;  He  did  not  tell  us  that  they  were  scrutinising 
the  plaints  also,  so  that  it  is  only  50  per  cent,  of  the  pleadings  that  are 
supervised  in  the  Sirkar  Vakils’  Department. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Mead  Sirkar  Ku/W) :  Plaints 
are  also  scrutinised  by  them. 
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Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  oimNedamcmgad) :  My 
friend  did  not  make  mention  of  it.  This  will  he  borne  out  by  the 
shorthand  writers’  notes. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil )  :  Pro¬ 
bably  I  omitted  to  mention  it.  The  plaints  are  also  prepared  by  them. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELtf  PILiLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  : 
I  have  only  argued  from  what  ho  has  said.  If  it .  was  an  omission,  I 
would  not  pursue  my  arguments.  I  simply  referred  to  it  in  order  to 
show  that  my  friend’s  argument  is  not  correct.  Anyhow,  I  was  tempt¬ 
ed  to  say  that,  because  I  am  also  one  of  those  who,  like  Mr.  Parames- 
varan  Pillai,  think  that  the  Sirkar  Vakils  are  not  doing  more  work  than 
they  can  afford  to  do. 

My  friend  supplemented  his  argument  from  the  previous  speech  and 
rode  an  academic  hobby  on  the  Law  College  Lecturer.  I  may  assure 
1  him  that  I  shall  take  quite  a  detached  view  of  the  whole  matter.  I  must 
tell  my  friend  that  Law  Professors  are  entirely  different  from  Sirkar 
Vakils.  The  Law  Professors  get  no  pension.  They  are  not  officers 
of  the  Government  but  the  Sirkar  Vakils  are  full-time  officers.  They 
are  getting  pension  and  their  services  are  counted.  Again,  if  a  Law  Pro¬ 
fessor’s  post  is  considered  to  be  a  Government  post,  gentlemen  of  the 
position  in  the.  bar  of  Mr.  E.  J.  John  would  'certainly  not  accept  it  for 
Bs.  200  per  mensem.  Nor  my  friend  Mr.  V.  S.  Subraluaanya  Aiyar 
nor  Mr.  Malloor  Govinda  Pillai.  Por  the  matter  of  that,  many  of  us 
would  not  have  accepted  the  position,  if  we  Were  ruled  by  the  formula 
of  being  Government  servants.  These  two  arguments  would  enable 
my  friend  to  see  that  the  analogy  that  he  has  drawn  between  the  two 
sets  of  people  is  of  a  faulty  kind.  The  point  was  raised  if  a  Professor 
of  the  Law  College  would  argue  a  case  for  the  Sirkar  before  the  courts. 
It  is  true  enough  that  professors  know  the  law.  Knowledge  is  one  thing 
and  the  occasion  and  the  place  to  use  that  knowledge  quite  anotkei’. 
So,  when  the  appointments  are  of  different  kinds, >  that  question  does  not 
arise.  The  Dcjyan  of  Travancore  may  have  been  a  lawyer.  He  may 
be  a  graduate-in-law.  But  that  is  no  reason  why  he  should  bo  asked  to 
argue  a  case  when  there  are  a  number  of  very  well-paid  Sirkar  Vakils 
under  him.  So,  these  analogies  are  of  a  faulty  kind,  arid  the  extra 
payments  to  Sirkar  Vakils  have  to  be  dropped  in  future.  Government 
have  appointed  "certain  lawyer’s  to  be  their  law  officers.  They  trust  they 
will  do  their  work  in  the  best  fashion  and  according  to  their  best  light ; 
and  if  they  have  to  apply  their  best  diligence  in  Certain  cases,  because 
some  cases  happen  to  be  more  tough  than  .others,  to.say  that  Government 
should  show  appreciation  of  such  work  in  a  tangible  manner  by  paying 
a  few  hundreds  of  rupees  is  certainly  a  sad  spectacle,  because  that  brings 
down  the  Sirkar  Vakil  in  the  estimation  of.  himself  and  of.  the  world. 
A  few  hundred  rupees  is  a  poor  present  to  be  given  by  a  civilised 
Government  like  the  Travancore  Government.  .  I  earnestly  request-  my 
official  friends  not  to  advance  these  arguments  before  this  House  because 
they  will  prejudice  their  case.  I  know  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Sirkar 
Vakils  can  do  more  work  than  they  are  nhw  doing.  As  I  have  discussed 
•  VoL  A.  No.  10.  .  <3 
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the  question  at  some  length  in  connection  with  the  discussion  of  a 
previous  motion,  I  think  I  shall  not  be  justified  in  taking  up  any  more 
time  of  the  Council,  But  the  principle  is  a  very  mischievous  one,  viz., 
diverting  an  amount  for  a  purpose  which  was  not  under  contemplation 
at  the  time  the  grant  was  made.  I  wish  that  the  Government  will 
set  their  face  against  such  recommendations. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NA.RA.YA.NA.  PILLAI  {Amhakbjnaha)  :  Do  you 
oppose  or  support  the  demand  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  YELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Ncdit, man-gad):  1 
certainly  oppose  the  motion. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIK  ARAN  ( Shcrtattai )  :  1  oppose  the  motion, 
Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar,  an  Assistant  Sirbar  Vakil,  who  is  paid  a 
decent  salary  and  who  is  paid  that  salary  even  during  vacation  time 
and  who  is  entitled  to  a  pension  on  his  retirement,  argued  a  case  for 
the  Sirkar  before  the  High  Court.  He  claimed  a  fee  and  the 
Government  have  paid  it.  The  demand  now  made  is  to  sanction  that 
amount.  I  think  that  a  demand  of  this  kind  docs  not  come  with 
good  grace,  and  so  it  should  not  be  allowed.  Then  again,  the  most 
beautiful  portion  of  the  whole  story  is  that  the  demand  is  mad©  after 
the  amount  lias  been  paid!  Where  was  the  urgency  for  the  payment, 
I  cannot  understand.  Was  the  world  coming  to  an  end  if  the  amount 
was  not  paid  ?  Was  Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar  at  the  point  of  death 
through  starvation  but  for  this  payment?  To  make  a  payment  by  diverting 
the  amount  set  apart  for  another  purpose  and  then  come  to  the  House 
with  a  demand  is  an  insult.  And  it  is  certainly  carrying  matters  with 
a  very  high  hand.  I  do  not  think  that  this  country  whicli  is 
supposed  to  be  governed  on  progressive  lines  can  brook  such  an  insult. 
I  think  it  is  an  insult  to  our  self-respect,  and,  as  such,  this  demand 
cannot  be  allowed. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalapuzlyi-):  Sir,  I  also  feel 
very  happy  in  opposing  this  deipand,  oven  though  the  official  benches 
may  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  their  souls  that  my  arguments  will  be 
“  cut  to  pieces  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  evidently  thought  that  the  merits  of 
the  motion,  as  such,  were,  not  sufficient  to  rtecommend  it  for  the  acceptance 
of  the  House.  Naturally,  in  a  plaintive  way,  he  told  the  House  that  the 
money  had  already  been  spent,  and  he  appealed  practically  to  the  chari¬ 
table  instincts  of  the  non-oflicial  side.  That,  is  not  the  basis  upon  which 
the  question  has  to  be  decided.  Hero,  is  a  demand,  and  the  reasons  for 
that  demand  need  alone  weigh  with  us.  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that 
absolutely  no  argument  lias  been  advanced  by  the  learned  Law  Member 
in  support  of  the  demand.  The  only  ground  he  alleged  was  this.  First 
of  all,  Government  requested  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  himself  to  argue  the 
case.  It  might  be  that  the  Government  might  have  called  upon  Mr, 
Sundararaja  Aiyangar  to  conduct  the  case,  in  which  case  he  would  not 
be  entitled  to  any  fee.  Because  Air.  Ananda  Rao  happened  to  go  on 
leave  and  Mr,  Sundararaja  Aiyangar  was  asked  to  take  up  the  work,  the 
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Government  had  to  pay.  a  fee  in  connection  with  the  case  as  a  penalty. 
If  this  is  the  argument,  it  is  very  easy  for  the  ’Head  Sirkar  Vakil  to 
deflect  an  amount  of  public  money  in  favour  of  his  Assistants.  Suppose 
some  particular  case  was  to  be  argued  by  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  and 
another  case  by  his  Assistant.  Just  when  the  case  comes  up,  suppose 
they  make  up  their  minds  to  take  leave  and  ask  their  subordinates 
or  colleagues  to  do  the  work.  Then  that  will  be  a  justifica-tion  for 
payment,  of  a  certain 'fee  and  the  Travancore  Government  treasury 
will  have  to  answer  for  the  service  rendered  by  the  Assistant  Head 
Sirkar  Vakil.  This  is  all  the  argument  advanced  by  my  friend  in  all 
seriousness.  If  this  is  the  argument,  matters  will  not  stop  here.  Sup¬ 
pose  the  Tahsildar  takes  leave  on  the  occasion  of  a  Royal  tour  and  the 
proverthicar  does  the  work  ;  and  then  the  Proverthicur  will  have  to 
be  remunerated  for  the.  extra  services  he  has  done  and  so  on  ail  infinitum, 
I  find  that  no  argument  worth,  the  name  has  been  advanced  in  justifi¬ 
cation  of  this  particular  demand  by  the  learned  Law  Member.  I  am  very 
sorry  that  I  do  not  find  my  way  to  support  tire  grant  and  I  oppose  it  as 
bitterly  as  I  can. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  Sir,  I  strongly  oppose  the 
demand  for  the  grant.  I  do  not  understand  why  these  Sirkar  Vakils 
should  be  paid  extra,  when  they  are  getting  a  decent  salary  from  the 
Government  for  conducting  Sirkar  cases.  Is  it  not  their  legitimate  duty 
to  conduct  all  cases  entrusted  to  them  by  Government  when  those  eases 
are  in  their  respective  courts  ?  It  is  also  deserving  of  immediate  notice 
that  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil,  Mr.  Ananda  Eao,  does  not  appear  in  the 
High  Court  to  conduct  important  cases,  while  it  may  be  noted  that 
these  important  cases  are  entrusted  to  Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakils, 
whose  standing  in  the  profession  is  surely  inferior  to  that  of  the  Head . 
Sirkar  Vakil..  I  understand  that  at  the  same  time  he  is  appearing  in 
the  lower  courts  in  the  mofussil  for  private  cases.  It  is  adding  insult 
to  injury  when,  through  the  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Head  Sirkar 
Vakil,  the  Council  is  asked  to  sanction  money  to  the  Assistant  Sirkar 
Vakils  for  conducting  Sirkar  cases.  The  Council  made  the  grant 
last  year  for  law  charges  throughout  1099.  It  was  understood  that 
the  money  sanctioned  would  be  used  only  for  that  purpose.  It  was  not 
intended  that  any  portion  of  it  should  be  diverted  to  make  payments  to 
the  Sirkar  Vakils  who  are  paid  a  liberal  salary  for  conducting  Sirkar 
oases.  To  make  payments  behind  the  back  of  the  Council  and  then 
move  the  Council  for  further  grants  is  not  business.  When  it  is  well 
known  that  Assistant  Sirkar  Vakils  in  the.  High  Court  are  conducting 
Sirkar  cases  as  a  rule  and  when  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  appears  once  in 
a  blue  moon  in  respect  of  some  easy  and  trifling  matter,  one  cannot 
understand  why  he  is  paid  a  princely  salary.  It  is  strange  that, 
although  one  of  the  Sirkar  Vakils  in  the  Kottayam  District  Court  was 
ordered  to  be  pensioned,  the  question  of  his  extension  was  again  con¬ 
sidered  and  decided  in  his  favour  on  efforts  being  made  by  the  Head 
Sirkar  Vakil.  I  fear  the  difficulties  are  due  to  the  mode  in  which 
appointments  are  ■  made.  A  young  vakil  without  much  professional 
experience  or  stake  in  the.  country  is  appointed  as  Assistant  Head  Si  rkar 
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Vakil  on  the  mere  recommendation  of  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil.  I  feel 
sure,  if  gentlemen  who  possess  legal  ability,  and  public  spirit  with  a  due 
love  of  the  country  are  selected  for  the  place  of  Head  Sirkar  Vakil,  the 
uncommon  payments  which  we  are  now  -considering  will  become 
absolutely  unnecessary.  There  is  a  feeling, — I  think .  it  is  correct,  that 
‘  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s  Department  is  a  close  preserve  for  Brahmins, 
Thisrequires  a  thorough  scrutiny. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  1  ton  take  objection  to  the 
grant.  It  sets,  I  think,  a  bad.  precedent.  There  are  times  when  people 
have  to  do  hard  work  as  well  as  times  when  people  have,  to  do  rather  easy 
work.  I  know  the  head  of  a  particular  institution  who  spent  the  whole 
of  his  vacation  in  doing-  work  from  morning  till  night.  I  am  .sure  that 
that  officer  is  not  going  to  claim  any  extra  allowance,  nor  is  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  going  to  pay  it.  So  what  I  maintain  is  that  there  are  hard 
times  as  well  as  easy  times.  So,  when  a  Sirkar  Vakil  does  any  extra 
work,  he  should  not  be  particularly  remunerated  for  that  work.  It  was 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Panjikaran  that  it  was  a  case  of  putting  the  cart  before 
the  horse.  First  you  pay  him,  and  then  you  come  to  this  House  to  get 
sanction.  That,  i  think,  is' not  fair.  These  are  a  few  remarks  I  ha.ve 
to  offer  in  opposing  this  motion. 

Mr.  M.  E.  MADHAVA  VARJAR-  ( Cliemjannw  cum  1'attanwm- 
titta )  :  I  oppose  the  demand  not  because  a  certain  amount  is  allowed  to 
Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar  or  Mr.  Bhaskara  Menon,  but  because  certain 
conventionsandnnderstandings  are  brought  into  prominence  in  the  admi¬ 
nistration  of  the  department  of  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil.  Hitherto  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  Sirkar  Vakils  were  paid  their  salar  ies  for  doing 
the  work  entrusted  to  them  by  the  Government.  But  when  I  put  a  question 
to  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  whether  any  Sirkar  Vakil  was  expected  to  work  for  a 
fixed  number  of  hours,  he  said  that  they  were  not  expected  to  do  work, 
for  a  particular  number  of  hours  a  day.  And,  moreover,  he  said  •  that 
they  were  not  full-time  officials.'  I  am  unable  to  reconcile  both  these 
statements .  They  are  not.  given  any  particular  work.  The  work  is  not 
defined  by  the  Government  and  no  time  is  allotted  for  their  work.  But 
they  are  paid  salaries,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  was  also  saying  that  these 
Sirkar  Vakils  were  attached  to  particular  courts  and  if  they  were  deputed 
to  do  work  in  another  court  they  must  be  paid  additional  remuneration. 
In  connection  with  the  first  demand,  when  I  said  that  this  custom 
recently  cropped  up,  the  President  pointed  out  that  it  was  not 
recent.  I  know  that  in  the  past  certain  persons  were  paid  additional 
remuneration  for  having  conducted  extra  cases.  I  also  know  that  there  are 
cases  where  additional  remuneration  was  refused  to  certain  persons.  As 
an  instance,  Mr.  P.  Kesava  Pillai  was  deputed  for  a  riot  case  in  Chen- 
gannuri  He  was  there  for  one  month  and  he  was  not  paid  any  extra 
allowance.  In  addition  to  his  duties  it  was  an  onerous  work  which  he  had 
to  do.  There  ate  certain  other  cases  also  and.  I  do  not  -wish  to  cite  all 
those  instances,  j  It  is  enough  to  show  that  there,  is  no  understanding-  or 
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convention  established  on  a  sound  basis — that  all  persons  who  do  extra 
work  should  be  given  remuneration.  Even  for  tough'  eases,  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  said  that  certain  Sirkar  Vakils  were  given  additional  remuneration. 
Then  there  is  no  meaning  in  their  particular  salary.  It  is  better  to  pay 
them  according  to  the  eases  they  conduct  or  to  give  them  a  small  retainer. 
If  Sirkar  Vakils  are  paid  a  decent  salary,  they  should  not  be  given,  on 
any  account,  additional  remuneration  for  doing  extra  work.  It  is 
stated  that  Mr.  Sundararaja  Aiyangar  is  not  expected  to  do  any  work  in 
the  High  Court  or  in  other  courts.  At  least  the  public  think  that  he  is 
appointed  as  a  Sirkar  Vakil  and' he  is  expected,  to  do  work  in  the  court 
if  he  has. got  time,  and  whether  he  has  got  time  or  not  is  'clearly  stated 
by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  Then  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  said  that  some  Additional 
Sirkar  Vakils  or  Assistant  Sirkar  Vakils  had  sufficient  work  in  their 
own  offices  and  that  they  had  no  time  to  attend  to  their  private  work.  If 
they  are  asked  to  do  any  additional  work,  I  think  it  may  not  be  as  dlffi.- 
ttult  as  the  work  they  have  to  do  in  the  office.  If  they  are  diverted  to  do 
the  same  work,  they  have  only  to  work  for  the  same  number  of  hours  on 
a  particular  day.  Therefore  no  '•  additional  remuneration  can  be 
allowed  to  the  Sirkar  Vakils  and  it  is  not  a  very  healthy  principle  which 
the  department  is  now  following. 

MiR.  K.  QTSiO'BG'K  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  It  has 
been  mentioned  by  more  than  one  member  that 'there  has  been  a  diversion 
of  the  grant  under  fees  to  vakils  for ,  payments  not  contemplated  in  the 
original  provision.  I  think  this  position  is  not  correct.  The  grant  voted 
by  the  Council  was  for  the  demand  as  a  whole  and  we  come  back  to  the 
Council  only  when  the  total  demand  has  been  exceeded.  Here,  in  the 
budget,  the  Council  has  granted  under  fees  to  vakils  Es.  3,000  and  there 
has  been  no  diversion.  We  have  spent  only  within  the  grant  of  JEta.  .3,000 
allowed  under  fees  to  vakils  and  the  Council,  in  sanctioning  the  derqand 
for  a  grant,  does  not  specify  every  direction  in  which  the  grant  is  to  be 
spent.  I  will  cite  an  illustration.  Under  the  major  head  “Salt”  there  is 
a  provision  of  Es.  10,000  under  “Petty  construction  and  repairs.”  The 
Council  is  not  aware  of  the  details  under  which  this  grant  is  going  to  be 
spent,  .  In  the  course  of  the  year,  some  new  constructions  may  arise ;  and  ■ 
if  the  Government  require  more  money,  the  money  that  has  been 
originally  voted  under  “Petty  construction  and  repairs  ”  having  become, 
insufficient  — 

Mr.  M.  N,  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  ) :  _  Sir, . . 

PEESIDENT Can  you  not  wait  until  he  finishes  his  sentence?  . 

Me.  K.  GEOEGE  (Financitil  Secretary  to  Government):  I  say 
under  “Petty- construction  and  repairs”  a  certain  sum  is  given  for  .expendi¬ 
ture  during  the  eohrse  of  the  year  and  if  the  grant  becomes  reduced  in 
the  course  of  the  year  we  have  to  go  to  the  Council  for  an  additional 
grant 'only  if  the  total  demand  is  thereby:  exceeded.  What 'the  Council 
need  look  into  is  only  whether  the  expenditure  was  justifiable  or  not. 
But'  in  such  a  case  there  will  be  no  diversion.  The- original  grant 
was  for  petty  construction  aud  repairs  and  it  has  been  spent  for 
that  purpose,  Therefore  there  has  been  no  diversion.  Even  in  the 
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matter  of  diversion,  Government  have  the  right  to  divert  within: 

.  the  same  demand.  As  I.  said  before,  Government  need  come  to  the 
Council  only  if  the  total  demand  is  exceeded. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ned-mum  gad)  :  Have 
the,  Government  the  authority  to  divert  funds  for  purposes  which  were 
not  in  contemplation  when  the  budget  was  passed  ? 

Me.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government) :  All  the 
purposes  are  not  under  contemplation  when  the  budget  is  passed.  We 
provide  money  for  ordinary  requirements.  Government  themselves  do 
not  know  what  all  purposes  may  arise  during  the  course  of  the  year, 
New  purposes  are  likely  to  occur. 

Me.  T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum.  cum  Nedumuugad) : 
Will  he  tell  us  whether  the  word  ‘vakils’  there  which  has  been  read  out 
includes  Sirkar  Vakils? 

Me.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  It  in¬ 
cludes  all  manner  of  vakils.  It  means  all  vakils  to  whom  Government 
entrust  their  work.  It  does  not  specifically  say  ‘outside  vakils'. 

Mb,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ned-innaugad)  : 
Was  it  not  mentioned  during  the  course  of  the  budget  -discussion  that 
payment  is  not  to  the  Sirkar  Vakil  but  to  private  vakils  V 

.  -  Mb.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government)-.  It  may 
be  so.  But  what  I  say  is  that,  even  when  it  is  paid  to  the  Sirkar 
Vakils,  it  is  no  diversion. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai,  you  wanted  to  ask  some  question. 

Me.  M-  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  No,  Sir,  I  have  nothing  to 
ask.  ; 

Mr..  K.  PARAME.SVARAN  PILLAI  (Tinwa.Ua):  Was  extra 
payment  to  Sirkar  Vakils  contemplated  when  the  grant  was  demanded? 

Me.  E.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government) :  We 
do  not  contemplate  all  our  payments  and  the  Council  is  not  aware  of  all 
the  contemplations.  There  are  provisions  in1  the  budget,  the  various 
details  of  which  the  Council -is  not  aware  of.  Nor  are  the  Government- 
aware  of  them  when  the  budget  is  framed.  In.  the  course  of  the  year, 
several  fresh  items  of  expenditure  may  crop  up  and  we  have  to  spend  them 
from  the  grants  allotted.  The  only  question  is  whether  the  expenditure 
is  right  or  reasonable. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (! Trivandrum  cum  Ncdu.rna.ng cut)  :  I 
wish  to  kiiow  whether  the  Government  were  aware  of  that  particular 
class  of  expenditure,  vis.,  special  payment  to  Sirkar  Vakils.  I  do  not  mean 
the  particular  amounts  to  particular  vakils,  hut  the  contingency  of 
payment  to  Sirkar  Vakils. 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  What 
Mr,  T,  K,  Velu  Pillai  says  is  that  the  payment  was  not  justifiable, 
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Mb.  T.  K.  VBLU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumaiujad)  :  I 
am  only  putting  a  question. 

Me.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  Yes, 
it  is  a  question  and  I  am  answering  it.  ( Laughter .1  I  am  saying  that 
there  was  no  diversion  of  the  original  grant. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI.  (Ambalapazha) :  Will  there  bo 
anything  like  diversion?  I  wish  to  have  an  illustration. 

Me.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  A  de¬ 
mand,  as  a  whole,  is  granted,  and  if  out  of  that  demand  we  take  money 
for  another  demand,  that  will  be  a  .diversion  and  an  unauthorised  diver¬ 
sion.  We  should  not  divert  from  one  demand  to  another? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapueha )  :  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  pay  of  the  Sirkar  Yakils  is  not  included  in  the  pay 
of  Sirkar  servants. 

Me.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government ) :  It  is  a 

non-votable.  item. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambaktpmha) :  But  is  there 
no  provision  in  the  budget  ?  ' 

Me.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  ;  Yes, 
there  is  provision. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
I  wish  to  know  whether  the  pay  of  the  Sirkar  Vakils  is  not  included  un¬ 
der  other  heading's  in  the  budget. 

,  PRESIDENT:  Provision  has  been  made. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapnzha) ;  Will  not  any 
payment  made  out  of  vakils’  fee  particularly  voted  upon  by  the  Council 
be  a  diversion  if  used  for  the  payment  of  Sirkar  Vakils  ?•  Is  it  not  a  diver¬ 
sion  ?  ' 

Me.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  It  is  an 
expenditure  within  the  grant,  It  is  not  diversion.  Diversion  arises 
only  when  the  expenditure  is  outside  the  grant.  That  is  the  point  that  I 
wanted  to  make  clear. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  ;  Sir, 
I  think  I  have  explained  my  position  very  satisfactorily  at  the  outset 
and  I  need  only  reply  on  one  or  two.  points,  particularly  the  one  'raised 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Panjikaran,  vis.,  that  tire  money  was  spent  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  Council  and  that  our  coming  here  afterwards  for 
sanction  was  not  fair  to  the  Council.'  Mr.  George  has  explained  the 
position  that  the  amount  was  spent  under  the  grant  and  that  there  was 
no  diversion.  At  the  time  when  the  budget  was  framed,  the  amount 
that  will  have  to  be -paid  was  not  known.  If  this  was  the  very  first 
payment,  I  could  understand  that  the  question,  wheth  erthe  Council  would 
sanction  it  or  not,  might  be  matter  for  consideration.  But  in  as  much  as 
it  lias  been  the  practice  all  along  for  the  last  ten  years,  it  was  paid  accord¬ 
ing  to  inamool..  Therefore  there  was  absolutely  no  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  that  the  Council  should  not  be  approached  in  the  first 
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instance.  I  could  auderstand  such  discussion  in  the  Council  only  if  the 
Government  intended  that  the  whole  thing  should  be  kept  outside  the 
knowledge  of  the  Council.  What  happened  is  that  the  amount  allotted 
was  not  enough-  We  want  more.  What  I  say  is— - 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
I  wish  to  know  whether  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  fears  that,  unless  these  details 
are  given,  the  Council  will  not  make  any  grant. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  No. 
How  it  was  spent,  how  the  expenditure  was  made — all  that  I  took  the 
trouble  of  explaining,  so  far  as  I  have  gathered. 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  suggested  that  Mr.  Ananda  Eao  was  not  fair  in 
taking  leave.  He  was  entitled  to  the  leave  and  I  think  it  is  only  fair, 
that  he  should  be  granted  leave  .when  he  wanted  it. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Shertallai) :  Where  was  the 
urgency  for  making  this  particular,  payment  ?  Could  not  the  Govern¬ 
ment  have  made  the  payment  after  getting  the  sanction  of  the  Council  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  : 
Nobody  ever  thought'that  the  payment  was  unauthorised  and  therefore 
sanction  was  not  necessary.  The  payment  has  been  made  only  out  of 
the  budget  allotment.  What  was  thought  was  that  it  was  expenditure 
falling  under  the  budget  head  and  that,  therefore,  no  sanction  was  neces¬ 
sary.  Thus  the  money  has  been  spent. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  .  ( Shertallai ) :  Will  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  give  me  any  instance  of  such  payment  already  made  and  subse¬ 
quent  sanction  obtained  from  the  Council  ever  since  the  institution  of 
this  Council  ?  . 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  lam 
not  in  a  position  to  answer  that  question.  Probably,  if  Mr.  George  was 
asked,  he  would  be  in  a  position  to  explain  it  better.  The  discussion 
and  the  remarks  of  the  various  members  point  to  the  necessity  or  desir¬ 
ability  of  going  into  the  question  how  to  regularise  the  practice  obtain¬ 
ing  in  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s  office  and  whether  Sirkar  Vakils  should  bo 
paid  anything  extra  hereafter  if- they  appear  for  Government  cases  in 
courts  other  than  the  High  Court.  I  daresay  Government  will  go  into 
that  question.  Government  were  till  now  paying  as  per  mamml.  The 
question  whether,  hereafter,  any  extra  payment  should  be  made  will  be 
considered  by  the  Government,  and  I  believe,  definite  rules  will  be  passed. 
Government  will  take  care  to  frame  such  rales  as  early  as  possible. 

Mb.  T-  K-  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) ; 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  says  that  definite  rales  will  be.  passed  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  ;I  wish  to  know  what  kind  of  rales  he  means-  1 

•  Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Exe¬ 
cutive  orders,- not  any  statutory  provision. 
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Buies  will  be  framed  as  far  as  possible  to  regularise  the  work  of 
the  Sirkar  Vakils  and  to  standardise  it  so  that  the  .practice  in  future 
may  be  above  criticism. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  May  I  take 
it  that  there  are  no  rules  at  present  ? 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  About 
the  quantity  of  work,  there  is  no  rule.  They  are  supposed  to  work  in 
the  High  Court. 

Me.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalapuzha) :  All  of  them 
put  together  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  VaUb ;  Yes. 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried,  20  voting  for  and  15 
against- 

.  Mb.  JOSEPH  P  AN  J  IK  ARAN  G Shertallai ) :  I  demand  a  poll. 

A  poll  was  taken  with  the  following  result : — 

AYES— 20. 


1.  Mr.  I.  C.  Chacko, 

2.  „  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai. 

3.  „  K.  George. 

4.  „  J.  Stephenson. 

5.  Bao  Bahadur 

K.  A.  Krishna  Aiyangar. 

6.  Mr.  B.  Krishna  Pillai. 

7.  „  T.  Lakshmana  Pillai. 

8.  Dr.  S.  T.  Ponnuswami  Pillai. 

9.  Mr.  K.  V.  Natesa  Aiyar. 

10.  „  John  Mackie. 

11.  „  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 


12.  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 

(Ag.  Director  of  Agri¬ 
culture).' 

13.  „  M.  K.  Ifhadir  Pillai. 

14.  „  P.  Paramesvaran. 

15.  „  R.  K.  Krishna  Pillai. 

16.  ,,  M.  Raja  Raja  Varma. 

17.  Rao  Bahadur  K.  V. 

Rangaswami  Aiyangar. 

18.  Mr.  S.  C.  H.  Robinson. 

19.  ,,  V.  Subba  Aiyar. 

20.  „  A.  J.  Van  Ross.  ' 


NOES— 15, 


1.  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai. 

2.  ,,  M.  R.  Madhava  'Variar; 

3.  The  Rev.  Er.  Vottikkapalli 

4.  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

5.  „  M.  N.  Pillai. 

6.  „  Joseph  Panjikaran." 

7.  „  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

( Timvalla ) 

8.  ,,  T.  Kumara  Pillai. 


9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 


Mr.  <2.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai. 
„  V.  Kunjukrishna.  Pillai. 

„  A.  Hoogewerf. 

„  A.  Govinda  Menon. 
i,  Paul  V.  Daniel. 

„  T.  M.  Chidambaratanu 
Pillai. 

„  ,L.  R.  Raja  Raja  Varma 
Kail  Tampuran. 


The  motion  was  carried. 


8l6 


TBAVANCOBE  LliGlSLATJ.  VK  OOUNUI.L.. 


[4th  June  1924. 


[Mr.  J.  Stephenson,  j 

Demand  XII- -Education. 

Mb.  J.  STE'PHENSON  Ug.  Director  of  Public  Instruction)  :  Sir, 
I  beg  to  move  for  a  grant  not  exceeding  Es.  70,914  under  Demand  XII — 
Education.  . 

The  various  items  are  given  in  the  list  of  demands  for  supplemen¬ 
tary  grants  furnished  to  the  members  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Council. 

The  first  item  is  Es.  41,730  for  grants-in-aid  to  vernacular  schools 
for  'boys. 

The  total  grant  under  this  head  in  1098  was  Es,  1,89,500,  of  which 
Eg.  28,400  was  a  supplementary  grant. 

-  The  grant  for  1099  was  Es.  4,87,000.  i.  r.,  less  than  the  total  for 
1098  by  Es.  2,500-  r 

It  is  now  founithat,  of  this  sum,  only  Es.  3, 7(3(1  is  available  for 
fresh  grafts  after  the  existing  sanctioned  grants  are  paid.  .Fresh 
grants  have  to  be  awarded  to  new  schools  opened  with  the  permission 
.  of  the  Inspector,  and  enhanced  grants  are  due  to  other  schools  owing 
to  the  opening  of  additional  classes  or  divisions  in  them  or  to  the  re¬ 
placement  of  untrained  teachers  by  trained  teachers. 

For  fresh  grants,  a  sum  of  Es.  45,502  is  required  and  there  is  only 
Es.  3,70(5  available  as  I  have  already  stated.  A  further  sum  of  Es..  41,730 
is  thus  required. 

The  next  item  is  Es.  13,000  for  the  purchase  of  physical  and 
chemical  apparatus  for  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja’s  College,  Trivan¬ 
drum,  now  His  Highness  the  Maha  Eaja’s  College  of  Science. 

Of  this  sum,  Es.  10,000  is  required  for  the  Physics  Department  and 
Es.  3.900  for  the  Chemistry  Department. 

When  .the  College  opened  in  June,  J  923,  large  additions  to  the 
numbers  taking  physics  and  chemistry  in  the  college  were  made  and 
the  supply  •  of  apparatus  was  founcj,  to  be  quite  inadequate  for  the 
practical  classes  in  these  subjects!  Indents  have  been  prepared  and 
exhaustively  scrutinised  %nd  the  sum  is  urgently  required. 

The  third  it^m  is  a  sum  of  Es.  12,054  for  the  purchase  of 
apparatus,  furniture  and  books  for  the  Women’s  College  in  connection 
with  the  opening  of  classes  for  Group  I  of  the  Intermediate  course. 

The  subjects  of  Group  I  are  Mathematics,  Physics  and  Chemistry, 
and  teaching  in  these  subjects  began  in  June  last  year.  Senior  Inter¬ 
mediate  class  will  be  opened  this  year. 

The  total  allotment  for  apparatus,  books,  periodicals  and  prizes, 
and  furniture  in  the  current  year’s  budget  is  Es.  4,900,  and  this  in¬ 
cludes  provision  for  the  Junior  Intermediate  class  only  of  Group  I.  Pro¬ 
vision  has  to  .be  made  for  the  Senior  Intermediate  class. 

For  apparatus,  the  sum  required  is  Es.  10,000,  for  furniture 
Es.  1,500  and  for  books  Es.  500,  making  Es.  12,000  in  all  under  these 
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Provision  has  also  to  be  made  for  an  attendant  and  a  peon.  During 
last  year,  as  there  was  only  one  class  in  Physics  and  one  class  in  Che¬ 
mistry,  the  teaching  in  both  subjects  was  done  by  the  Physics  Tutor. 
This  year  from  J uly  onwards  there  will  be  the  Senior  Intermediate  class 
in  addition. 

Provision  was  made  in  the  1099  budget  for  a  Tutor  in  Chemistry 
for  two  months,  so  that  one  may  be  appointed  before  the  college  opens. 
For  assisting  this  tutor  in  the  preparation  of  lecture  demonstrations  and 
in  the  practical  classes;  an  attendant  and  a  peon  are  necessary.  It  is 
proposed  to  appoint  a  Laboratory  attendant  on  Its.  18  per  mensem  and 
a  peon  on  Its.  9-1/0-11  for  tlve  last  two  months  of  1099.  The  cost  per 
month  will  be  Es.  27  and  for  two  months  Bs.  54.  The  ■  total  amount 
required  for  the  Women’s  College  is  thus  Bs.  12,054. 

The  fourth  item  is  Bs.  3,674  for  the  appointment '  of  addi¬ 
tional  staff  and  contingencies  consequent  on  the  opening  of.  Form ■  VI 
jn  the  Muvattupuzlia,  Martandam  and  Alleppey  Mabomedan  English 
High  Schools. 

The  opening  of  higher  forms  in  these  three  departmental  schools 
has  been  a  matter  of  co-operation  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  loca¬ 
lities  and  the  Government. 

The  contributions  of  the  people  have  been  in .  the  form  of  land, 
building,  furniture  and  appliances  and  the  funds  now  asked  for  are  for. 
providing  the  schools  with  the  necessary  teachers,  clerical  staff :. .and 
peons  and  also  with  the  necessary  equipment  for  the  opening  of  Form  VI 
in  each  of  the  schools  this  year,  to  bring  them  into  line,  with  other  com¬ 
plete  High  schools. 

An  additional  teacher  is  also-  required  at  Muvattupuzha  as  a  fresh  1 
division  of  Form  V  has  to  be  opened  there  and  one  at  AUeppev  for  the 
teaching  of  science  which  is  to  be  begun  there.  .  >  •  '  ■ 

The  giant  of  Bs.  3,674,  asked  for  is  built  up  as  follows  : 

Bs.  500,  the  pay  of  five  graduate  teachers  at  Bs.  50  per  mensem,  for 
two  months  in  1099  ; 

-  Bs,  120,  the  pay  of  three  clerks  at  Bs.  20  per  mensem,  for  the  same, 
period; 

Bs.  54,  the  pay  of  two  pedns  at  Bs.  9  per  mensem,  for  two  months;  ‘ 
and  ,  *  .  ■  .  « 

Bs  3000  for  equipment,—  Bs.  1,0Q,0  for  each  school. 

The  fifth  and  last  item  is  Bs.  450  for  the  appointment  of  nine 
under-graduate  teachers  in  a  special  grade  for  one  month. 

One  teacher  is  required,  as  it  > is  proposed  to  open  Form- III  in  the 
Nednmangad  English- Middle  School,  and  eight  others  on  account  of  the 
opening  of  eight  additional  divisions  of  classes  in  other  English  schools. 
The  scale  of  pay  of  such  teachers  is’Bs.  50-5/2-70,  and  Bs.  50 — one 
'month’s  pay — is  required  foij,  each  of  the  nine  teachers. 

I  commend  this  proposal  for  the  approval  of  the  Council,: 

The  grant  was  made.  ^  . 


818  '  travancore  TiEchsIiAttvr  counc.1  h,  |  June  1924,. 

[Mr.  R.  Krishna  Pillai.] 

Demand  XX— Public  Works  Department, 

Mr.  K.  V.  NATESA  AIYAR  ( Chief  Engineer) :  Sir,  I  do  not, 
propose  to  move  for  the  grant  under  Demand  XX,  because  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  meet  the  expenditure  with  the  sanctioned  grant  by  suitable  re- 
appropriation. 


THE  REVENUE  SUMMONS  REGULATION 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Sir, 

I  beg  to  .move  that  the  Revenue  Summons  Regulation  Amendment  Bill 
be  finally  read  and  passed  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government) : 

I  second  it. 

The  Bill  was  finally  passed  by  the  Council. 

THE  REFORMATORY  SCHOOLS  BILL. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Sir, 

I  beg  to  move  that  the  Reformatory  Schools  Bill  be  taken  up  for  consi¬ 
deration  and  passed.  In  so  doing,  I  would  also  like  to  say  that,  if  the 
Council  passes  the  Bill,  the  date  on  which  the  Regulation  is  to  come 
into  force  has  to  be  fixed.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Regulation  may 
come  into  force  from  the  1st  of  Chingam  1100. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated ) 

( Deputy  President ):  I  second  it. 

PRESIDENT :  I  take  it  that  the  Bill  is  passed  and  the  suggestion 
that  it  shall (come  into  force  on  the  1st  Chingam,  .1100,  is  approved. 

The  Bill  was  finally  passed  by  the  Council  and  the  suggestion  that  , 
it  shall  come  into  force  from  1st  Chingam,  1100,  approved. 

THE  TRAVANCORE  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES  BILL. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Sir, 

I  beg  to  move  that  the  Travancore  Government  Securities  Bill  be  taken 
up  for  consideration  and  filially  passed.  That  also,  I  think,  may  come, 
into  force  from  the  1st  of  Chingam,  1100.  The  date  has  to  be  put  in. 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  lo  Government) : 

I  second  it. 

The  Bill  was  finally  passed, 

THE  TRAVANCORE  MAJORITY  BILL. 

Mb*  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  Sir,  ■ 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Travancore  Majority  Bill  be  taken  up  for  consi¬ 
deration  and  finally  passed. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {('thief  ■•Secretary  to  Government)'- 
I  second  it. 

The  Bill  was  finally  passed.  ' 
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THE  HIGH  COURT  REGULATION  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Sir, 

I  beg  fo  move  that  the  High  Court  Regulation  Amendment  Bill  be 
finally  read  and  passed  and  that  it  come  into  force  from  the  1st  of 
Chingam,  1100. 

Rao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President) :  I  second  it. 

The  Bill  was  finally  passed  and  the  suggestion  that  it  shall  come 
into  force  from  the  1st  Chingam,  1100,  approved. 

THE  REVENUE  RECOVERY  REGULATION 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Mu.  V.' SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  Sir,' 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Revenue  Recovery  Regulation  Amendment  Bill 
be  finally  read  and  passed  by  the  Council. 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Sesr'etary  to  Government) : 

I  second  it. 

The  Bill  was  finally  passed. 

THE  TRAVANCORE  MINES  AND  MINERALS  BILL.  . 

Mu.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Sir, 
I  beg  to  introduce  the  Travancore  Mines  and  Minerals  Bill  and  beg  to. 
move  that  the  same  be  read  in  Council. 

Rao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  ..  AIYANGAB  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President.) :  I  second  it. :  ,  . 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  The 
Bill  is  a  simple  one.  Although  we  have  got  mines  in  Travancore,  there 
are  no  provisions  so  far  to  regulate  labour  and  to  safeguard  the  interests, 
health  and  safety  of  the  labour  employed  in  these  mines. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (Ghmgannur  cum  Pattanam- 
titta) :  May  I  know  how  many  mines  there  are  in  Travancore  ? 

Mb.'  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  under* 
stand  that  there  are  seven  mines  ;  but  some  of  them  are  not  working 
though -they  may  be  worked  again.  It  is  also  necessary  that  there 
should  be  provision  to  enable  the' Government  or  its  servants  to  prospect 
for  minerals  on  private  grounds!  As  it  is,  it  is  only  with  the  consent 
of  a  private  person  that  entry  may  be'  made  in  a  private  compound. 
No  prospecting  for  minerals  could  be  done  at  present  on  private  lands. 
It  has  lead  to  considerable  difficulties  and  it  has  hot  always  been  found 
possible- to  get  the  owner’s  permission  to  enter  *  into  his  land  for  the 
purpose  of  prospecting  for  minerals.  According  to  the  Bill,  any  Govern¬ 
ment.  officer  may  enter  upon  any.  land  for  prospecting  for  minerals. 
Provision  for  the  payment  of  sufficient  compensation  for  any  damage 
done  to  the  land  has  also'  been  made.  In  cases  of  difficulty,  reference 
may  be  made,  to  a  Board  which  is  to' decide  the  amount  of  compensation 
finally. '  And  thus  provisions  may  be  made  .  so- .as  .to  regulate- 
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labour  and  to  safeguard  the  health  and  safety  of  the  labouring  classes. 
The  other  provision  is  the  Chapter  regulating  the  penalty  for  non¬ 
obedience  of  the  various  Chapters  in  the  Bill,  while  the  last  Chapter 
deals  with  the  rules  to  be  framed  by  the  Government.  The  Bill  is  a 
simple  one  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  likely  to  be  contentious. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAKAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalapuzha)  :  I  think  there 
is  the  necessity  of  a  challenge  to  the  measure  proposed  by  my  friend 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar.  The  law  with,  respect  to  mines  is  a  pretty  big  chapter 
in  the  history  of  law.  The  rights  of  the  Crown  to  mines  and  minerals 
have  been  the  subject  of  very  serious  controversy,  and  have 
been  the  subject  of  divergent  decisions,  if  wo  look  into  the 
history  of  the  English  law.  It  was  the  decision  of  the  oast;  known  as 
'  the,  “Great  case  of  the  Mines,”  which  finally  settled  the  rights  of  the 
Crown  in  its  aspiration  for  universal  monopoly  of  all  mines  and  minerals 
throughout  the  British  realm,  confining  the  same  to  vvhat  are  now  known  - 
as  royal  mines,  i.e.,  mines  relating  to  gold  and  silver  alone.  With 
respect  to  other  mines,  it  .  was  established,  .  by  the  case  I 
referred  to,  that  there  might  be  private  ownership  6f_  mines  in  Great 
Britain.  In  India  also,  private  ownership  of  mines  is  recognised  by 
statute  law.  For  example,  we  have  got  the  Land  Acquisition  (Mines) 
Act,  XYIII  of  1885,  which  recognises  private  ownership  of  mines  in 
British  India.  Coming  to  Travancore,  the  matter  seems  to  stand  on 
an  entirely  different  basis.  We  have  got  a  Proclamation  ol:  the  year . 
1050,  which  declares  that  all  minerals  and  metals  in  the  whole  State  of 
Travancore  are  royalties  of  the  Crown  in  Travancore.  So-ihou,  1  would 
submit,  that  the  position  of  the  Crown  in  Travancore  is  extremely 
difficult  to  justify.  The  great  bulk  of  land  in  Travancore  may  bo  seen  to 
fall  under  two  heads,  namely,  Jennom  propertyjand  Goye  rnment  proper¬ 
ty.  With  respect  to  Jmwom  property,  it'  is  very  clear  history  that  the 
claims  of  the  State  in.  Travancore,  or  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  Sovere¬ 
igns  of  Travancore,  never  touched  even  the  surface,  and  much  less  the 
subsoil.  Coming  to  Government  lands,  a  Proclamation  of  the  year 
1040,  generally  known  as  the-  '  yattmi  Proclamation,  -  practically  as¬ 
similated  the  holding  of:  Government  jiattam  land  almost  to  the  same 
condition  as '  Jennurm.  land,  as  Yii ay  he  seen  from  .Section  (i  of  the 
-pattain  Proclamation,  where  the  Government  declare  that,  so  far  as  the 
resumption  of  property  comprised  in  pattern  land  is  concerned,  it  would 
beresumahlc  by  the  Government,  only  as  if  it  wore  -hninont.  So  then,  in 
the  matter  of  Jcimuni ■  lands,  where,  the  Cro.wn  possessed  absolutely  no 
rights  in  the  subsoil,  and  in  Pandarapatbam  lands  where  absolute 
proprietorship  was  conferred  on  the  tenants  by  law,  my  submission  is 
that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  accept  the  law  as  laid  down  in  the  Procla¬ 
mation  of  105G.  While  such  is  the  case,  it  is  tacitly  assumed,  I  think, 
by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  that!  the.  rights  to  all  metals  and  minerals  in  Tra¬ 
vancore  belong  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  V.  , SUBBA  AIYAR  (Addiiumal  Head  Sirkar  Valil):  Not 
tacitly,  but  expressly  assumed  by  Statute.  ..  ,  ■*"  . 
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■  •yiit.  P.  I\.  NAIiAYANA  P1LLAI  (Ambalapml,a)\  That  is  what  I  say. 
It  is  upon  the  basis  of  that  Proclamation,  accepting  the  law  as  laid  down 
there,  that  this  particular  measure  is  brought  forward.  So  this  measure 
I  would  characterise  as  an  underground  move  in  more  than  one  sense. 
In  fact,  I  wonld  submit  that  it  is  another  nail  driven  into  the  coffin  of 
popular  rights  with  respect  to  mines  and  minerals  in  Travancore.  The 
enactment  of  this  measure  supplies  another  ;h:iv  to  the  assertion 
of  popular  rights  regarding  mines  and  minerals,  and  therefore,  if  we 
accept  this  measure  as  put  forward  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  we  are 
practically  silently  undermining  the  rights  of  the  people  'in  the 
matter  of  mines  and  minerals  in  Travancore.  My  submisesion  is 
that,  before  this  measure  is  accepted,  I  would  call  upon  the 
Government  of  Travancore  to  delimit  and  restrict  in  a  reasonable  way 
the  rights  of  the  Grown  with  respect  to  mines  and  minerals  in  Travan¬ 
core,  That  is  one  objection  I  have  got  with  respect  to  this  measure. 

*  Secondly,  another  objection  on  the  merits  of  this  performance .  itself 
is  that  it  leaves  indefinite  what  exactly  is  meant  by  a  mine  or  a  mineral. 
No  doubt,  my  friend  would  point  put  that  it  has  been  the  despair  of 
judges  to  define  correctly  the  expressions  mines  and  minerals.  Prom 
gold  and  silver  and  diamond,  down  to  slate,  kcrosine  and  probably  lafcer- 
ite,  there  is  a  long  belt  of  things  which  may  probably  be  classified  as 
mines  and  minerals  ;  and  in  this  measure  what  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  pro¬ 
vides  is  that  any  decision  of  Government  as  to  whether  a  particular 
substance  is  a  mineral  or  not  would  be  conclusive  so  far  as  the  people 
are  concerned.  .  Clause  42  of  the  present  Bill  runs  as  follows:  — •  : 

“If  any  question  avisos  as  to  whether  any  excavation  nr  working  is  a  mine  within 
the  moaning  of  this  Regulation,  the  Government  may  decide  the  question,  ami  a’ .certifi¬ 
cate  signed  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Government  shall  he  conclusive  oi/’tho  point.” 

Now  I  beg  to  submit  that  it  is  a  rather  serious  provision  that  the 
executive  Government,  should  be  entitled  to  define  what  exactly  a  mine  is. 
And  if  occasionally,  as  happens,  owing  to  mistake,  perversity,  or  to’  any 
other  undesirable  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  .executive  officers  of  the 
State,  it  was  held  that  laterite  stones  are  mines  for  purposes  of  this  Regu¬ 
lation,  the  hardship  of  the  people  of  Travancore  would  be  absolutely 
indescribable.  Such  a  power  should  not  be  vested  in  the  Government. 
Then  the  object  of  this  particular  measure  is  to  enable  the  Government, 
to  prospect  for  mines,  and  in  that  connection  to  enter  upon  the  lands  of 
other  people,  to  make  excavations  there,  and  incidentally  to  give  rise  to 
all  manner  of  injury  also.  With  respect  to  damages,  . there  is  a  Section- 
Clause  4  of  the  proposed  Bill— -which  again  seems,  to  arm  the  executive 
Government  with  an  authority  ..unparalleled  in  the  history  of  statutory 
law.  For,  it  says,  whatever  be  tbe.amdimt  of.  damage  that  may  be  caused, 
if  ah  authority,  designated  by  Government,  comes  to  the  conclusion 
that  only  so  much  of  damages  need  be  paid,  it  ought"  to  be  final,  and  the 
party  entitled  to  damages  shall  not  be  entitled  to  claim,  anything  further 
in  any  court  of  law  established  in  Travancore.  I  shall  read  the  -Clause. 

“The  officer  mentioned  in  Section  3  shall,  at  the  time  of  fciifti  entry,  pay  or  tender 
payment  for  any  damage  which  may  bo  done  by  she  sots  aforesaid;  and  in  easo  of  dispute 
as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  amount  ao  tendered,  he  shah  at  onca'refer  the  dispute  to  the 
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decision  of  such  authority  as  the  Government  may,  hy  general  or  special  order,  appoint 
in  this  bohalf.  Such  decision  shall  he  final  anil  payment  shall  he  mnde  accordingly.’.’ 

We  have  come  across  the  proceedings  of  certain  special  officers 
employed  by  the  Government  who  have  shaken  the  faith  of  an  ordinary 
citizen  like  myself  hy  the  ultimate  results  of  their  decision.  I  would 
ask,  therefore,  if  the  party  who  suffers  the  damage  is  a,  private 
citizen,  why,  not  he  be  entitled  to  nominate  a  person  as  an  arbiter  be¬ 
tween  himself  and  the  Government.  If  the  .Government  are  extremely 
shy  of  facing  the  situation  in  a  civil  court,  that  ought  to  be  the  only 
course  open  to  them.  It  is  the  party  that  suffers  the  loss,  not  the,  Gov¬ 
ernment.  So,  such  provisions  in  this  Bill  are  also  serious  objections  to 
the  entertainment  of  a  measure  like  this. 

.  Thirdly,  I  would  ask  whether  any  serious  necessity  has  been  made 
out  by  my  learned  friend.  In  the  Statement  of  Objects  and  Reasons, ' 
my  friend  states  that  we  have  got  a  few  mines  in  Travancore  but  they 
are  only  surface  mines.  Where  is  the.  guarantee  that  we  are  going  to 
-have  deep-seated  mines  in  Travancore  ?  Without  knowing  the  neces¬ 
sity,  he  anticipates,  I  believe,  by  enacting  the  measure,  that  it  would 
‘  automatically  come  into  existence.  That  is  legislating  with  a  vengeance 
and  should  not  be  encouraged.  Further,  in  the  matter  of  the  damage 
that  may  be  caused  to  the  holding's  of  a  private  person  in  the  anxiety  of 
Government  to  discover  mines  and  minerals,  the  sort  of  damage  that 
may  be  caused  appears  evidently  not  to  have  been  visualised.  For,  con¬ 
sidering  the  nature  of  the  damages  that  may  be  caused  in  mining  opera¬ 
tions,  there  are  a  variety  of  them.  It  is  not  only  the  owner  of  the 
property  where  the  mining  operations  arc  being  carried  on  that  may  he 
damnified,  but  also  the  adjacent  holders.  As  a  result  of  excessive  min¬ 
ing,  what  is  known  as  lateral  support  to  land  may  be  endangered  and 
buildings  on  the  adjacent  lands  may.  tumble  down.  There  is  no  provi¬ 
sion  for  that.  There  are  a  number  of  minor  unimportant  defects  also 
in  the  measure.  But  they  need  not  be  considered  since  it  is  a  move  to 
get  a  sort  of  tacit  assent  from  the,  representatives  of  the  people  con¬ 
firming  their  absence  of  rightv in  the  mines  and  minerals  in  the  State; 
and  especially  in  the  absence  of  necessity,  I,  would  oppose  the  very  prin¬ 
ciple  and  submit  that  it  may  be  rejected  at  the  very  first  blush. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELTJ  PIL.LAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ncdumanr/ad) : 
This  is  also  a  measure  calculated  to  deprive  the  subjects  of  certain 
rights,  of  course,  on  the  ground,. that  the  larger  interests  of  the  State 
require  such,  an  innovation,  In  Travancore,  the  Government  have 
been  making  frequent  invasions  on  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
subjects  so  far  as  their  landed  property  is  concerned.  There  is- the 
standing  fact  that  the  people  have  no  right  to  the  teak  and  blackwood 
that  grow  in  their  gardens  above  the  surface,  although  those  trees  draw.  . 
their  nutrition  from  the  lands  for  which  the  holder  pays  the  tax.  There 
has  been  the  LandlGonserv'ancy  Regulation  which  has  worked  so  much 
injustice  to  the  .people  that  we  find,  year  after  year,  in  the  Assembly 
and  in  this  very  House,  representations  being  made  about  the  damages 
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done  to  the  people.  I  remember  the  time  of  the  Markets  Regulation 
when  another  inroad  was  made  on  popular  rights.  So  far  as  I  am 
able  to  see,  the  policy  of  all  civilised  Governments  is  to  give  greater 
and  greater  property  rights  to  the  people  and  not  to  invade  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  have  been  enjoyed  by  them  from  time  immemorial. 
We  have  been  raising  our  voice  against  such  invasions— but  to  no 
purpose.  I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that,  if  for  very  weighty  reasons 
Government  should  be  armed  with  extraordinary  powers,  those  powers 
ought  to  be  conferred  on  them.  But  those  powers  ought  not  to  be  used 
for  putting  the  poor  owners  of.  property  to  difficulty  when  there  is  no 
commensurate  advantage  to  the  State.  The  State  Geologists — very 
highly  qualified  and  patriotic  men — who  are  natives  of  Travancore  and 
who  take  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  the  development  of  Travancore,  have 
been  going  round,  from  place  to  place,  visiting  different  centres,  and 
seeing  if  there  is  any  possibility  of  mines  being  discovered  in  our  State. 

,  But  during  the  last  fifteen  years  they  have  not  been  able  to  do  much — I 
'should  say  they  have  been  able  to  do  nothing.  I  do  not  forget  that  a 
boring  instrument  has  been  sanctioned  in  the  last  budget  session.  It 
is  only  by  way  of  abundant  caution  that  the  Industries  Department  has 
asked  for  it.  I  am  sure  that  the  Director  of  Industries  would  not 
concede  that  during  the  last  fifteen  years  they  have  not  been  able  to  do 
any  work  because  of  the  absence  of  the  boring  instrument.  They  have 
been  able  to  do  some  work  according  to  their  light  even  without  it.  In 
spite  of  their  qualification  and  their  experience,  they  have  not  been  able 
to  discover  anything.  I  wonder  why  we  should  then  enact  a  law  to 
enable  these  officers  to  invade  private  rights,  to  enter  upon,  the  land  and 
succeed  in  knowing  nothing,  seeing  that,  so  far  as  science  and  observa¬ 
tion  have  demonstrated,  Travancore  is  not  a'  place  where  valuable  mine¬ 
rals  can  be  obtained.  The  history  of  mines  in  Travancore  has  been  a 
disappointing  one.  Therefore,  we  shall  not  be  justified  in  legitimatising 
trespass.  The  powers  vested  in  the  officers  would  open  the  door  for 
petty  tyranny,  because  officers  will  have  to  act  upon  information  fur¬ 
nished  by  their  subordinates.  It  may  be  said  that  there  is  an  ore  of 
gold  in  a  certain  place.  If,  on  the’ strength  of  certain  conjectures,  an 
officer  empowered  by  Government  is  given  the  authority  to  enter  upon 
a  land,  that  is  certainly  a  serious  affair.  It  is  only  from  slender  hypo-', 
theses  that  he  can  work.  He  cannot  bore  a  hole  unless  he  enters  upon 
the  land.  Therefore  conjecture  seems  to  be  the  most  important  source 
of  action  which  may  be  pitrsued  by  these  officers. 

In  Travancore,  as  has  been  observed  by  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai,  a  cer¬ 
tain  class  of  proprietors  have  got  absolute  proprietary  rights  over 
land.  I  can  understand,  Sir,  that,  if  the  Government  wish  to  have  certain 
extraordinary  powers  which  they  cannot  do  without,  they  should  go  and 
ask  the  Council  to  pass  a  law  enabling  them  to  do  so.  But  here  is  a 
questionable,  a  problematic,  I  would  even  say,  an  undesirable  result. 
Many  competent  people  from  outside — scientists  'and  explorers-*-have 
come  here  and  satisfied  themselves  that  the  prospects  of  mining  in  the 
State  are  very  feeble.  In  the  light  of  these  facts,  this  Council  should  not 
be  asked  to  pass  this  measure  which  takes  away  the  rights  of  the  subject, 
Vol.j  1,  Mo.  IQ,  .  I  w.  . 
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when  proper  necessity  has  not  been  proved,  when  tho  Economic  Deve¬ 
lopment  Board  has  not  recommended  the  passing  of  this  measure,  when 
the  absence  of  this  measure  has  not  prejudiced  scientific  exploration 
by  the  departments  concerned.  There  is  a  feeling  that  every  law  that 
is  passed  militates  against  popular  rights,  and  it  is  also  usual  to  find,  in 
these  new  legislative  measures,  clauses  which  deprive  tho  civil  courts  of 
their  jurisdiction — Sections  which  say  that,  if  some  particular  officer 
selected  for  the  purpose  by  Government  affixes  his  signature  in  favour 
of  a  particular  view — in  this  case  that  a,  certain  substance  is  a  mineral,-— 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  courts  should  be  ousted.  It  is  well-known, 
Bir,  that  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government  will  ad;  upon  tho  informa¬ 
tion  furnished  by  the  heads  of  particular  departments.  The  Chief 
Secretary  may  not  know  anything  about  mines  and  minerals.  There 
fore  he  is  to  accept  the  opinion  given  by  others ;  and  the  law 
invests  the  Chief  Secretary’s  signature  with  an  amount  of  sanctity 
which  cannot  be  traversed  by  a  court  of  law.  .  I  would  put  it  to  yon, 
Sir,  why  create  all  this  trouble  when  there  is  no  necessity  ?  My  learned 
friend  who  introduced  the  Kill  has  been  complaining  that  there  is  so 
much  work  in  the  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s  and  Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil’s 
offices.  Why  consume  the  time,  stationery  and  printing  material  in 
publishing  this  Bill?  We  do  not  want  a  law  because  there  is  a  similar 
law  in  other  places  where  there  are  mines.  It  "is  to  encumber  the 
Statute  book  and  to  create  some  unpleasant  feelings  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  that  this  proposed  legislation  will  be  useful.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  the  Government  will  consider  once  more  whether  there  is  any 
necessity  for  having  this  Bill  passed  into  law.  I  am  not  satisfied  that 
there  is  such,  necessity.  I  therefore  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mu.  1.  0.  OHAOKO  {Direaior  of  Indmlries):  Sir,  I  was  listening 
with  griM.  interest  to  the  speeches  made  by  my  friends  .  Mr.  P.  K.  Nara- 
yana  Pillai  and  Mr.  T.  K.  .Vein  Piliai.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  the  legal 
aspects  of  this  Bill.  But  i  must  remove  some  of  their  apprehensions. 
Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  said  that,  because  in  England  only  certain 
minerals  or  certain  metals  were  royalties,  there  was  no  need  of  legisla¬ 
tion  —a  comprehensive  legislation  of  this  kind-in  Travaneore.  As  .Mr. 
P,  K.  Narayana  Pillai  said,  in  England  there  are  only  a  few  minerals — 
gold,  diamond  and  one  or  two  more — over  which  the  King  or  tho 
Government  have  any  rights.  But,  in  Travaneore,  according  to  the 
Proclamation  referred  to  by  Mr.  tP.  K.  Narayana  Pillai,  all  minerals  are 
royalties ;. and  I  do  not  think  we  can  . go  behind  that — when  we  are 
discussing  this  Bill.  If  those  minerals  arc  the  property  of  Government, 
they  should  certainly  have  the  right  to  mine  or  to  examine  them.  I  do 
not  See  the  meaning  of.  saying  that  such  arid  such  things  are  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  a  person  when 'that  person  cannot  have  access  to  that  property. 

Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  said  that  the  definition  of  mineral  might 
be  applied  to  laterites  and.  stones  and  such  other  things  and  that  this 
Regulation  might  be  made  to  apply  to  quarries  or  places  where  these 
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things  were  recoverable.  But  then,  according  to  the  practice  now,  we 
are  not  applying  the  Royal  Proclamation  to  such  things. 

Mr.  P.  K  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambahpnsha) :  Is  there  a 
definition  of  mines  and  minerals  in  the  Royal  Proclamation  that  I 
referred  to  ? 

MR.  I-  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries ):  We  may  adopt  the 
scientific  definition  of  it.  I  am  not  a  lawyer  and  I  do  not  lmow  how 
the  lawyers  would  argue  the  thing. 

Mu.  T.  K.  TELIT  PILLAI  (Tricandnmi  cum  Nedumangad) : 
May  I  know  if  Mr.  Ghacko  has  perused  that  Proclamation?. 

M:r.  I.  0.  f'lLACKO  (Direr  for  of  Industries):  Yes,  I  have  perused 
it  many  times.  Anyhow,  scientifically,  according  to  geologists,  a  laterite 
would  not  he  a  mineral.  A  mineral  must  he  a  definite  chemical  com¬ 
pound. 

Ms.'P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambakqmeh.a)  :■  Is  kerosene 
a  mineral  ? 

Mr.  I.  0.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries) :  Yes. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedmmigad) : 
May  I  know  if  garnet  is  a  mineral  ? 

'  Mr.  I.  0-  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  Yes. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Triramlr urn  cum Nedumangad) :  Will 
there  not  be  garnet  in  granite  blocks  and  gneiss  blocks  V 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries ) :  Yes.  ' 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad): 
And  are  not  most  of  the  rocks  in  Travaneore  composed  of  gneiss  ? 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  Yes, 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum,  cum  Nedumangad)  : . 
And  will  there  not  he  plenty  of  garnet  in  those  gneiss  blocks  ? 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries):  Yes,  there  will  he. 
Now  the  Council  is  aware,  and  the  opposition  side  moved  in  some  of 'the 
former  meetings,  that  Government  should  undertake  boring  for  petro¬ 
leum,  and  then.  — 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJrKARAN  (Hhertallwi) :  Have  you  got  down 
that  boring  machine  ? 

Mr.  I.  0.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industrie*)  r,  Not  yet.  , 

Mr.  JOSEPH  1’ANJ.l KARAN  (Shcrtallai)  :  Have  you  written 
for  it? 

PRESIDENT  :  Plow  does  that  arise?  . 

Mr-  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertnltoi)  :  Tt  is  necessary  for 
finding  out  whether—  ; 

PRESIDENT:  It  does  not  arise  here.  - 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (SUftallai)  :  H  does  arise  here. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  should  not  contradict  what  I  say,  Mr.  Panji- 
karan.  My.  ruling  is  that  it  does  not  arise. 
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■P’u  — ^  +'+i0B^°5O/-,  {‘Birector  °.f  Industries) :  Mr.  T.  K  Velu 
PjIIm  said  that  the  State  Geologists  did  not  discover  anything  But 
that  is  not  the  fact.  Taey  have  discovered  certain  mineralf  and  to 
beTne!16  C°mmema)  Posslblhty  of  these,  prospecting  will  have  to 

Mr.  T  I\.  VBLU  PILLAI  (Trivandr,m  cum  Nedumanejad)  ■  If 
the;  lm.e  toooraed  nny  imnos,  »  «**  an,  noons, it,  of  pros&c tine? 

r  m» 

Me.  I.  0.  CHACKO  (toiree.tor  of  Industries) :  ,Lsaid  minerals 

whether  there  is  any  necessity  for  prospecting  ?  'Y  Y  0w 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO  ( Director  of  Industries')  •  You  ih 
Among  these  may  be  mentioned  lignite  ami  kaolin  which  ^  J 
Varkalai  formation. which  occupies  about  GOO  square  miles  S  all  tW 
land  is  legisteied  with  the  exception  of  some  porambokes  here  and  there 
If  we  want  to  examine  these  for  mines,  we  hfve  to  euter^pfe 

i  zfrr?, Kv 

the  Government  opon  the  noooooit,  el  pasting  , 

Mr.  T,  K.  VBLU  PILLAI  (Trivand™,*,, 

Will  Mr.  Chacko  assure  the  House  that  h  therto  thev^  havfrTT ^ 
upon  private  lands  to  carry  on  their  investfgaSon?  Y  ^  DOt 
Mr,  I.  vC.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries 1  •  v-,t,  w 

carrying  on  only  superficial  investigation,  and  neonle 
to  our  entering  upon  their  lands  for  that  purposeP  Butin 
we  have  to' make  excavations  which  private  .in,,!,'’,,,,  piospectmg 
describe  some  of  the  difficulties  1  1  1  U  may  °bject  to‘  1  wil1 

rT-ffl  -^NJIKARAN  (Shertallai) ;  Did  vou  feel  f h  f  - 

difficulty  when  you  were  serving  the  State  as  a  State  GboiS*  ? 

PRESIDENT :  He  is  still  continuing  as  State  Geologist 

***.  ?>■» 

.  hatl he  GXplain 
'  •  Lons  for  the  purpose  of  prospecting. Y  *  he  makes  exca' 
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PRESIDENT :  .  You  are  not  asking  a  question.  Please  put  the 
question  to  me. 

Ms.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ) :  I  want  to  ask  Mr. 
Chacko  whether  he  has  felt  the  difficulty  when  he  was  acting  as  the 
State  Geologist  and  trying  to  find  out  whether  there  were  minerals  or 
mines,  or  whether  he  has  made  any  representations  to  Government. 

PRESIDENT  :  Have  yon  understood  Mr.  Panjikaran’s  question, 
Mr.  Chacko  ?  • 

Mb.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  Yes,  there  are 
instances  of  people  objecting. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)  :  No,  I  do  not  think 

you  have  understood  me  aright. 

PRESIDENT :  Yon  want  to  know  whether  Mr.  Chacko  has 
ever  experienced  any  difficulty.  You  must  refer  to  him  in  the  usual 
sway.  You  have  to  address  him  not  in.  the  second  person  but  in 
the  third  and  direct  your  questions  to  me.  ■ 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)  :  After  all,  it  is  only 
a  technical  mistake. 

PRESIDENT :  It  is  the  technical  form  in  which  yon  have  to  put 
the  question.  Kindly  put  your  question  in  that  form. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)  :  May  I  know  whether 
Mr.  Chacko  has  ever  found  this  difficulty? 

PRESIDENT;  Which  difficulty,  please? 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ):  The  difficulty  of 
having  to  make  excavations  in  order  to  see  whether  there  are  mines  or 
minerals  anywhere. 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Chacko  will  now  answer.  Mr.  Chacko, 
Mr.  Panjikaran  wants  to  know  whether  you  have  experienced  any 
,  difficulty  in  exploring  for  mines  and  minerals  on  private  lands  hitherto 
and  whether  you  have  made  any  representations  to  Government  in  that 
matter. 

Mr.  I.  ,C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries) :  Yes,  I  have  ex¬ 
perienced  difficulties ;  and  it  is  as  a  result  of  my  representations  that 
this  Bill  has  been  sought  to  be  introduced  into  the  Council. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  I  want  to  know 
whether  he  has  made  any  representations  to  Government. 

PRESIDENT  :  He  has;  that  is  what  he  is  saying ,  \ 

Mr.  I.  C.  CHACKO  (Director  of  Industries)-.  I  must  refer  to  a 
few  instances  where  difficulties  have  been  experienced  due  to  the  want 
of  a  mining  Regulation  in.  Travancore.  Some  time  ago,  a  certain  firm 
Was  carrying  on  mica  mining  in  Punalur.  They  were  working  it  open¬ 
cast  ,  that  is,  not  as  a  mine  but  as  a .  quarry  and  they  had  a  very  deep 
working  face  and  the  rock  there  was  not  at  all  strong.  It  would  give 
way  during  the  rain,  and  in  a  country  where  there  ?  was  a  mining 
law,  such  a  thing  would  not  be  permitted,  because  that  would  lead  to 
big  accidents.  Men  would  die,  What  Government  could  then  do  was 
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only  to  cancel  the  agreement-  between  that  Company  and  themselves, 
and  to  cancel  the  agreement  completely  meant  the  stoppage  of  the  mine 
and  there  was  no  means  of  enforcing  the  safety  of  the  men  working  in 
that  mine. 

Another  instance  is  that  of  the  Vellanad  mine.  Now  we 
do  not  know  where  the  mine  was.  They  worked  it  for  a  number  of 
years,  then  closed  it,  and  they  have  given  no  plan,  nor  any  other 
record  of  the  mins,  as  there  was  no  provision  by  which  these  records 
could  he  had'from  the  parties  concerned  and  maintained  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  Now',  such  a  state  of  affairs  is  very  dangerous.  In  England,  in 
Cornwall  and  other  places,  serious  accidents  have  occurred  due  to  want  of 
such  records.  It  may  sometimes  happen  that  we  may  start  a  mine  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a  closed  mine  and  then  it  may  so  chance  that  we 
may  be  driving  a  level  to  the  old  mine  which  will  be  filled  with  water' 
In  such  a  case  all  that*  water  will  rush  into  the  new  mine  and 
serious  accidents  will  result.  To  avoid  this,  in  all  civilised  coun¬ 
tries,  they  insist  upon  all  mine  owners  supplying  to  the  Government  the 
pl$ns,  elevations  and  all  other  records  about  the  mines,  so  that  even  when 
these  mines  are  abandoned,  Government  may  have  a  correct  know¬ 
ledge'  of  their  positions  in  order  that  future  accidents  may  be  pre¬ 
vented.  Even  for  that  purpose  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  have 
a  Mines  Begulation. 

Then'  again,  we  have  to  call  for  various  returns  from 
these  mine  owners  and,  as  far  as  I  understand,  none  of  the  ex¬ 
isting  Eegulations  empower  the  Government  to  call  for  returns  of 
mining  concerns.  So,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  correct  returns  of 
the  minerals  produced  in  Travancore,  we  Want  a  Regulation  like  the 
present  one.  These  are  the  few  remarks  I  have  to  offer. 

'Mr.  L.  R.  RAJARAJA  YARMA  KOIL  TAMPtJRAN  {Edcwakai)  : 
I  want  to  know  whether — 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Chacko  has  sat  down-  What  is  it  please  ? 

Mr.  L.  K.  RAJARAJA  VARMA  ROLL  TAMPURAN  {Edamhai): 
I  want  to  put  a  question  to  the  Law  Member  regarding  the  definition 
which  has  been  so  much  discussed  here. 

PRESIDENT :  We  are  now  discussing  the  general  principles  of 
the  Bill.  The  definition  is  a  matter  of  detail.  If  the  introduction  of 
the  Bill  is  sanctioned  by  the  Council,  the  Bill  will  naturally  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee..  All  those  details  will  have  to  be  discussed  by 
the  Select  Committee. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  {Nominated)  {Deputy 
President) :  Sir,  it  is  not  without  a  feeling  of  misgiving  that  I  rise  to 
support  the  motion  that  the  Bill  he  read  in  Council.  At  the  outset, 
let  me  make  my  position  clear  with  reference  to  the  ownership  over 
existing  mines  and  mines  that  may  come  into  existence  at  a  later  stage. 
As  matters  stand  at  present,  it  is  .not  open  to  this  House  to  discuss  the 
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legality  of  the  Proclamation  under  which  royalties  in  all  minerals  are 
vested  in  the  Crown.  The  analogy  of  England  would  not  a,pply 
because — 

Mb.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VAEIAR  ( Glmiycmmr  cum  Faitanam- 
itta):  May  I  know  whether  we  cannot  say  that  the  Government 
should  not  have  ownership  ? 

Bag  Baeatujb  K.  A.  Kill  SUN  A  A1 Y  ANGAR  (A  rnm  mated)  (Deputy 
President) :  If  that  is  brought  forward  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  to 
induce  the  Government  to  modify  an  earlier  statute  in  the  light  of 
modern  ideas  with  reference  to  the  ownership  of  mines,  I  think  my 
friend  will  be  perfectly,  in  order.  But,  it  seems  tome  that,  so  long,  as 
that  Proclamation  forms  part  of  the  law,  we  cannot  object  to  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  measure  before  the  House.  I  still  grant  that  the  earlier 
Proclamation  took  away  the  rights  of  owners  of  lands  in  Travanccre. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NA.RAAANA  PILLAI  (A-ntbalapusha):  Is  it  not  open 
sto  this  House  to  discourage  any  confirmatory  regulation  V 

Bao  BahadubK.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President)  :  A  confirmatory  regulation  is  not  necessary  for  validating 
existing  rights.  They  are  absolutely  unassailable  at  present. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)-.  Is  it  not  open 
to  this  House,  to  discourage  such  a  procedure  ? 

Bao  Bahadur  K- A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  I  think  we  have  to  take  note  of  the  requirements  of 
modern  mines.  Without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  Council  at  a 
later  stage  to  point  out  the  desirability  of  effecting  a  radical  change  in 
the  implication  of  the  Royal  Proclamation-— without  prejudice  to  those 
rights — it  seems  to  me  that  this  question  has  to  be  discussed  in  the 
light  of  the  facts  that  have  been  brought  to  the  notice !  of  the  Council 
by  Mr.  Chacko.  While  I  was  listening  to  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana 
Pillai,  I  thought  that  there  was  absolutely  no  necessity  for  a  measure 
of  this  kind,  especially  when  the  mines  that  are  at  present  worked  in 
Travancore  are  surface  mines  and  that  the.  necessity  for  providing,  for 
the  safety,  health  and  convenience  of  parties  employed  in  mines  is,  mord 
or  less,  a  problematical  affair.  I  thought,  my  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  was 
simply  providing  fora  contingency  that  might  take,  place  in  the  near 
future  or  that  might  not  take  place  at  all.  But,  after  hearing  Mr.  Chacko, 
I  have  felt  that,  so  long  as  the  Council  expects  the  Department  of  Geo¬ 
logy  and  Industry  to  justify  itself,  it  is  only  fair  that  the  Council  should 
anil  him  with  the  necessary  powers  for  utilising  ,the  results  of  scientific 
investigations  that  have  been  carried  on  by  the  Department  to  see 
whether  they  can  be  converted  into  commercial  or  industrial  concerns  of 
a  profitable  character.  Without  much  technical  training,  one  can  un¬ 
derstand  that  one  has  to  dig  deep  before  one  can  see  whether  any  parti¬ 
cular  mineral  occurring  in  a  particular  locali  ty  can  be  had  in  sufficiently 
large  quantities  to  be  put  on  the  market  as  a  commercial  concern. 
Necessarily,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  these  questions,  the  exe¬ 
cutive  have  to  be  armed  with  certain  powers  in  the  ’  matter  of  entry  on 
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private  lands  and  carrying  on  boring  operations  therein  just  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  it  is  worth  while  carrying  on  the  undertaking.  In  that 
view  of  the  question,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  certainly  r  necessary  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  authorities,  either  Government  officials  or  licensees,  with 
power  to  enter  upon  private  lands  and  to  carry  out  the  preliminary 
operations  necessary  for  forming  a  conclusion, 

The  dangers  pointed  out  by  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  in  other 
respects  appeal  to  me  as  real  dangers  that  the  Council  should  guard 
against.  I  thought,  Sir,  that  in  the  old  Council  there  was  a  tendency — 
a  marked  tendency — on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  take  away  the 
jurisdiction  ol‘  Civil  Courts.  I  felt  then,  and  I  do  feel  now,  that  there  has 
been  absolutely  no  justification  for  the  Government  of  Travaneoro  light¬ 
ing  shy  of  its  judiciary.  I  said  then  that  it  was  the  highest  compliment 
that  the  Government  could  pay  its  judicial  officers,  when  it  was  growing 
nervous  as  regards  submitting  their  orders  for  revision  to  a  Civil  Court. ' 
Atfer  all,  the  Civil  Court  must  bo  the  ultimate  bulwark  of  popular  liberty 
againstofficial  aggression.  "Whether  deliberate  or  otherwise,  that  portion 
of  the  Bill  requires  serious  consideration. 

In  view  of  the  awakening  in  the  west  and  the  resolutions  of  the 
Washington  Conference  with  reference  to  the  protection  of  labour,  the 
Government  of  India  passed  very  recently  a  series  of  legislative  measures 
ending,  I  believe,  with  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act  which  comes 
into  force  at  an  early  date.  It  will  certainly  be  desirable  to  introduce 
some  sort  of  comprehensive  legislation  for  protecting  labour  and  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  convenience  and  comforts  of  the  parties  employed  in 
mines ;  so  that,  while  I  am  for  the  Bill  being  referred  to  the  Select ' 
Committee,  the  particular  objections  pointed  out  by  my  friend  Mr.  P.  K. 
Narayana  Pillai,  in  other  respects  than  the  question  of  ownership, 
do  appeal  to  mo  very  strongly  and  they  require  very  careful  consider¬ 
ation  at  the  hands  of  the  Select  Committee. 

,  Mb.  V.  SUBBA  A1YAE  (Additional  Head  SirJcar  Vakil) :  The 
Bill  docs  not  attempt  to  confirm  ownership  of  mines  at  all. "If  the  owner¬ 
ship  vests  in  the  Government  now,  it  will  bo  so  even  after  the  Bill  is 
passed.  If  the  ownership  of  mines  vests  in  a  private  individual,  it  will 
continue  to  do  so  even  after  the  present  Bill  is  passed;  so  that  it  has 
nothing  to.  do  .  whatsoever  with  the  ownership.  The  first  portion  of  the 
Bill  is  purely  about  prospecting  and  nothing  else.  Whether  a  mine  be¬ 
longs  to  a  private  individual  or  to  the  Government,  it  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  that  the  Department  of  Geology  should  prospect  for  minerals  on 
private  gardens  and  private  lands  and  for  that  purpose  enter  upon  and 
make  the  necessary  excavation,  etc.,  in  them.  A  question  was  asked 
whether  there  was  any  objection  on  the  part  of  any  particular  individu¬ 
al.  There  may  or  may  not  be  objection.  As  Mr.  C'hacko  pointed  out, 
once  you  begin  to  make  excavations,  theiA  may  be  serious  objections.  The 
only  safeguard  necessary 'is  that,  whatever  loss  or  . damage  accrued 
to  th&.party,  it  should  be  sufficiently  compensated  for  by  the  Government 
interfering  with  the  ownership  of  land.  That  has  been  provided  for. 
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•  Mb.  P.  K.  N  A.EA  YANA.  PILL  AI  (Amlalapuadta) :  If,  was  seriously 
contended  that  the  right  of  civil  courts  was  being  taken  away.  In  all 
such  cases  the  idea  is  to  constitute  a  Board  whenever  the  question  has 
to  be  decided  upon.  May  T  know  whether  you  have  provided  for  the 
Board  ? 

Mb.  Y.  8UBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirhar  VaMl) :  Yes. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  I'iLLAJT  (-1  vibalapwha)  ■.  In  what 
Sectihn? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head,  'Sirhar  Vakil):  I.  believe  ' 
there  is  a  Eection.  If  is  only  in  certain  canon  that  it  will  be  done. 

■  Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  I’IIjIjM  (  1  ;d>alapir.ha)  :  In  the  parent 
Act  IV  of  1823  there  is.  a  reference  to  a  Board. 

Mb.  V.  KLil’.BA  l!  e'-d  Sirhar  Vakil)  :  Here 

also  there  is  a  provision. 

>  Mb.  P.Iv.  NARAYANA  P.ILLA!  {Ambal&pwsha) :  Here  there  is 
no  provision  for  the  Board. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Addition  Head  Sirkar  VaMl):  Yes. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PIJjJjAT  {Andmlcqmuha) :  In  which 
clause,  please  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  I  think  that  this  is  after  all  a  matter  . of  detail. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {/Iddiimnal  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Yes1 
I  say  the  constitution  of  the  Board  maybe  determined  by  the  rules 
to  be  framed  by  the  Government.  Further,  if  there  is  any  objection 
as  to  that,  it  may  be  considered  in  detail  at  the  Select  Committee  stage. 

Then  again,  it  may  not  be  possible  for  ns  to  know  whether  a 
particular  thing  is  a  mine  or  a  mineral  so  that  it,  may  not  he  possible  to 
have  the  same  decided  upon  now.  Unless  there  is  the  advice  of 
experts,  it  cannot  be  done.  It  is  with  the  advice  of  their  experts  that  the 
Government  have  to  do  it.  Granting  that  the  definition  is  not  quite  up 
to  the  mark,  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Filial  knows  that,  in  the  case  of 
every  Bill  sent  to  the  Select  Committee — I  daresay — every  clause  is 
threshed  out  in  detail  and  very  many  modifications  are  made  though  not 
contemplated  when  the  Bill  is  discussed  here.  Whatever  objections 
there  are,  I  believe,  may  be  sufficiently  considered  and  removed  at  the 
Select  Committee  stage.  Mr.  T.  K.  Velti  Filial  grew  vehement—' 

MR.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  enm  Nedumangad) :  I 
was  not  vehement.  My  arguments  might  have  been  strong.  I  object 
to  the  expression  “  vehement  ”  and  I  hope  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  will  kindly 
withdraw  the  word. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  {Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil): 
I  thought  that  there  was  no  objection  in  using  the  word.  If  there 
is  any  objection  to  my  using  the  word,  I  have  no  objection  to  omit  it. 

PRESIDENT  It  looked  more  like  a  compliment. 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  SMcar  VaJcil)  •  j 
think  there  is  no  objection.  What  I  wanted  to  say  was  that  he  ’  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  Bill  proposed  to  take  away  private 
rights.  It  does  not  take  away  any  right.  It  simply  allows  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  prospect  for  mines  and  to  have  inspecting  agents  and  regulate 
labour  in  other  directions,  vie.,  the  number  of  hours,  the  class  of  ueonle 
and  other  safeguards.  There  is  nothing  affecting  private  rights.  1 
T-  K-  VELU  PILLAI  (Triimn d rnm  enm  Nedumnagad): 
borne  officer  should  have  the  authority  to  get  into  other  persons’  prmier- 
ty  for  prospecting  for  mines.  '  It  is  certainly  an  invasion  of  private  right. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIY  Alt  (Additional  amd  t'irka.r  Vakil)-  Ah  for 
that  matter,  if  any  miui  onto*  upon  a  private  land- -the  ownership  of 
which  vests  m  a  private  individual-  which  is  lying  fallow,  that  is  also  an 
invasion.  Here  what  is  proposed  to  be  done  is  to  enter  upon  a  privato" 
land  lying  fallow  anti  prospect  for  mines.  The  owner  does  not  derive 
any  benefit  when  the  land  lies  fallow.-. 

Mb.  T.  Iv.  VELU  I’LL  LA  I  (Trivandrum  cum  Ncthuuanmd)  : 

STS!**"  ”“y t.. u, 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  1-lra.d  Hirkar  l  alii)  •  r,n 
at  be  other  lands.  Without  in  any  way  mtoifemm  with  the  rUf«L  f 
•the  owner,  the  mining  can  bo  done-  S/SnUh!!  '.  I  „  *  oi 

objection  on  that  point.  All  other  wmu-thms  or  .,,,1,  .  I  t  -seiious 
considered  by  the  Select  Committee  a  mi  tlie  Biil,  if  "  may 

be  amended  by  the  Select  Committee.  ^  ay 

»-c  “w Fi,,cii,lu  ■“  iIm  T*™- 

This  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried,  U  voting  for  and  4  against. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Council  Uien  ,-ead  the  title  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vahih  •  Sir  r 

a°SeWt  r7"'  Lth°  Tr,lVanC01'c  Mirtes  ***  Minerals  Bib  be  referred  to 
a  Select  Committee  consisting  of  the  following  members  --- 

i  M:-fssrv^ 

5.-,  Mr.  V.  Subba  Aiyar 

******  ri“At  ("*v  ,  I 

.  SSSE5£  S“'  * **“»"*•  ~«i* «■» 

1.M.L,  Chill  LIES  LLGCLATlON  AMENDMENT  BTLT 
to  mom* mCouncd 
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Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (De¬ 
puty  President) :  I  second  it. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Read  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  Sir, 
the  necessity  for  the  Bill  is  this.  The  Chitties  Regulation  contemplates 
certain  offences.  Non-keeping  of  registers,  non-registering  of  Chitties, 

:  non-production  of  accounts,  all  these  are  made  punishable  with  fines. 
In  some 'cases  the  foreman  rectifies  the  irregularity  and  keeps  up 
to  the  regulation  or  Rules  framed  thereunder  and  therefore  obeys 
the  provisions.  The  offences  are  not  of  a  very  serious  kind.  The 
Director  of  Registration  thought  that  it  was  desirable  to  compound 
the  offences  instead  of  punishing  them  in  criminal  courts.  It  was  ulti¬ 
mately  found  that  there  was  no  provision  in  the  Criminal  Procedure 
Code.  Section  2£6  of  the  Code  contemplates  the  composition  of  certain 
classes  offences  under  certain  circumstances.  And  therefore,  just  as  in 
other  cases,  the  offences  being  of  a  minor  nature,  it  has  been  thought  de- 
■N  sirable  to  empower  the  Director  to  compound  certain  offences.  There  is 
only  one  offence  that  is  of  a  very  serious  nature,  i.  e.,  false  statement  by 
a  foreman.  In  such  cases  it  is  made  punishable  with  imprisonment.  This 
Bill  does  not  contemplate  to  take  away  that  provision.  Thus  the  Bill 
is  not  intended  to  affect  the  serious  offences  while  the  others  are  minor 
offences  which  may  be.  compounded,  and  the  Bill  makes  the  offence 
compoundable  at  the  discretion  of  the  authority  concerned.  I  think  the 
Bill  will  be  acceptable  to  the  House. 

Mr.  S’.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 

,  I  second  it.  - 

PRESIDENT:  The  question  is  that  the  principle  of  the  Chitties 
Regulation  Amendment  Bill  be  accepted. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  title  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  Sir, 
as  there  is  only  one  Section  in  the  Bill,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee.  I  therefore  move  that  the  Bill 
be  not  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  and  that  it  be  read  a  second 
time  at  another  meeting. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  I  second 
it. 

PRESIDENT:  May  I  take  it  that  the  motion  that  the  Travan- 
core  Chitties  Regulation  Amendment  Bill  be  not  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  is  carried  ? 

The  motion  was  carried. 

PRESIDENT:  That  closes  the  business  for  the  day.  Gentlemen, 
we  meet  on  Saturday  at  11-30.  a.  m. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  4-30  B.  m, 

S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR, 

Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
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The  Council  met  again  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall,  at 
Eleven  Thirty-two  of  the  Clock,  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS 


[ Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standing  Order  No.  12 — 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  the  questions  and  answers  to  ho  put  and  given  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Council  shall  be  placed  on  the  Counoil  table  15  minutes  before  tlicPresid«ut  takes  his  ' 
scat. 

(2)  The  questions  shall  bo  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner 

The  Secretary  shall  call  the  name  of  each  interpcllator  in  serial  order,  specify  (he 
serial  number  of  his  questions  aud  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  he  is  desirous  of  askings  supplementary  question, 
Supplementary  questions  must  be  put  immediately  after  the  principal  questions  to  which 
they  relate.] 


Kaduttumtti  Primary  School, 

212.  Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISPINA  PILLAI  {Vaikam  cum  Ettumanwr ) : 
With  reference  to  the  Kadutturutti  primary  school,  will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  whether  they  are  aware  that  this  school  was  formerly  a 
middle  school ; 

(b)  whether  there  were  any  particular  reasons  for  reducing  it  to_ 
a  primary  school,  and,  if  so,  what  those  reasons  are ; 

(c)  whether  the  Government  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  site 
was  given  to  them  on  condition  of  a  middle  school  b'eihg  maintained 
there ; 

(cl)  who  is  in  possession  of  the  funds,  etc,,  collected  by  the 
students’ association  during  the  time  when  the  school  was  a  middle 
school ; 

(c)  whether  the  Government  have  passed  any  orders  on  the  re¬ 
presentation  made  in  respect  of  this  school  and  the  students’  association 
by  the  Ettumanur  taluk  member  at  the  eighteenth  session  of  the  Sri 
Mulam  Popular  Assembly,  and,  if  so,  what  the  order  passed  is ; 
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(/')  whether  Government  have  any  objection  to  entrust  the 
money  collected  by  the  students-  association  to  some  of  the  respectable 
people  of  the  village  on  proper  security  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  building ;  and 

(</)  whether  Government  are  willing  to  release  the  site  in  favour 
of  the  owner  if  they  are  not  prepared  to  raise  the  school  to  a  middle 
school  ? 

Mr.  8.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government) ; 

(a)  Yes. 

■(b)  The  low  strength  of  the  middle  school  classes. 

(c)  Yes. 

(cl)  The  late  Headmaster  of  the  school  was  in  possession  of  the 
funds  collected  by  the  students’'  association.  The  amount  is  reported*1 
to  be  Bs.  9-22-8.  But  the  Headmaster  went  on  a  few  days’  sick  leave 
and  died,  and  the  iirst  assistant  in  charge  referred  the  matter  to  the 
Assistant  Inspector  of  Vernacular  Schools-  It  is  reported  that  the  pay 
of  the  Headmaster  amounting  to  Rs.  13  and  odd  has  not  been  disbursed 
pending  the  disposal  of  this  matter. 

(e)  The  representation  was  recorded. 

(/)  Government  have  no  objection. 

(ff)  Specific  proposals,  if  made,  will  be  considered • 

A  net’ on  Sale,  of  certain  Lands  in  tiamnagapalli  Taluk. 

213.  Mu.  0.  RAMAN.KQNJU  (Nominated) :  («)  Is  it  a  fact  that 

the  lands  in  Survey  No.  410/B  of  Karunagapalli  pakuthi  of  the  Karuna- 
gapalli  taluk,  applied  for  under  G.  0.  Dis.  No.  02/1922  Revenue, 
by  some  landless  Arayans,  were  sold  in  auction '? 

(b)  If  so,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  cancel  the  sale  and 

order  the  distribution  of  the .  lands  among  the  original  landless  appli¬ 
cants  ’?  ■- 

Mr,  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  tv  Government): 
It  is  a  fact  that  the  lands-  in  Survey  No-  410/B  of  the  Karunaga¬ 
palli  pakuthi  were  applied  for  by  some  Arayans  for  use  as  lmuso- 
sites.  The  Tahsildar  found  that  these  lands  were  unfit  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  and,  therefore,  ordered  them  to  be  put  up  to  auction.  One  of  the 
applicants  has  preferred  an  appeal  before  the  Division  Peishkar  to  set 
aside  the  sale ;  and  further  proceedings-have  been  stayed  pending  the 
final  disposal  of  that -appeal. 

Mr.  0.  KAMANKITNJU  (Nominated)  :  Is  it  the  Tahsildars  or  the 
applicants  who  are  to  decide  whether  the  lands  are  suitable  for  their- 
purposes  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  See  rotary  to  Government)'. 
Tbe  Tahsildars  are  to  decide  whether  lands  are  fit  for  .hpuue-sitea  or  hot. 
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Me.  C.  EAMANKUNJU  (Nominated)  :  In  the  answer  it  is  stated: 
“one  of  the  applicants  has  preferred,  an  appeal  before  the  Division 
Peishkar.”  Is  that  appellant  a  landless  person  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):  I  . 
haye  no  information. 

Concessional  Registry  of  Lands. 

'  214.  Mr.  C.  EAMANKUNJU  (Nominated) :  (a)  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  say  in  how  many  instances  in  each  taluk  the  appli¬ 
cants  for  concessional  registry  of  lands  under  G.  O’s.  Nos.  14(14  of  1921 
and  92  of  1922/Bevenue,  deposed,  on  appearance  before  the  Tahsildar, 
that  they  did  not  want  the  lands  on  the  terms  of  the  Government 
Orders?  *  - 

(b)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  say  how  many  ,  appli- 

fitions  for  concessional  registry  of  lands,  pending’  on  the  last  day  of 
097,  were  disposed  of  in  .1098  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Govern  rent)-. 

(a)  The  information  required  by  the.  member  is  given  below : 
Tahiti's.  No.  of  applications 

■withdrawn, 

Karunagapalli  ...  2 

Mavelikara  ...  .4 

Peermade  ...  4 . 

There  were  no  such  withdrawals  in  the  other  taluks. 

(b)  There  were  2,01.9  applications  for  concessional  registry  of 
lands  pending  on  the  last  day  of  1097,  and  of  these,  1,362  applications 
were  disposed  of  in  1098. 

Mr.  C.  EAMANKUNJU  (Nominated) :  Of  the  1,802  applications- 
disposed  of  in  1098,  may  I  know  how  many  were  in  favour  of  the  ap¬ 
plicants  ? 

Mr.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):  I 
claim  notice. 

Mamifacture  in  the  Central  Prism. 

215.  Mr.  N.  EAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Bihtmamr) 

Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state ; 

(a)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Central  Prison  Superintendent  _ 
lias  spent,  during  the  first  four  months  of  1099,  Es.  900  and  Bs.  500 
towards  the  purchase  of  cotton  and  coir  yarns  respectively,  not  included 
in  the  Prison,  contract,  and,  if  so,,  whether  there  is  any  special  reason 
for  this ; 

(<A  whether  there  is- any  rule  that  the  purchase  of  articles  worth 
Es.  250  fnd  above  should.be  by  public  auction  or  by  tender  ; 

(a)  the  value  credited  in  the  Prison  accounts  for  the  jamg,hals 
of  1098  now  possessed  by  the  in-patients  of  the  J ail  Hospital  and  exa¬ 
mined  by  the  Darbar  Physician  ; 
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( d )  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  materials  required  for  superior 
jamakah  are  purchased,  though  only  inferior  jamakah  are  actually 
supplied  to  prisoners  and  civil  debtors  :  and 

(e)  how  many  patterns  of  jamakals  of  different  weights  are  made 
in  the  Central  Prison  and  what  the  price  of  each  of  them  is  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Sectary  to  Government) : 

(a)  Yes,  Only  such  counts  of  yarn  as  are  required  for  the  use 
of  the  jail  are  usually  given  on  contract.  Purchases  of  other  counts 
were  made  in  the  market  to  meet  the  emergent  requirements  of  cer¬ 
tain  departments  like  the  Military  and  the  P,  W. 

Cb)  Yes. 

(o)  Rs.  3-15-0  for  each  jama kal, 

0 d )  No.  '  ^ 

(e)  Vide  statement  given  below. 


I  Price. 

Kind  of  jamakal  manufac- 

Weight  as  per  schedule. 

turn!. 

Rs. 

olis.J 

c. 

1.  Murajapam  jamakal 

2.  Civil  Debtor’s  jamakal  ... 

1  lb.  ozs.  nearly. 

i  2 

2 

0 

2  lbs.  nearly. 

i  4  ' 

2 

0 

3,  Brigade  jamakal 

2  lbs.  14  ozs.  or  3  lbs, 
nearly. 

3 

22 

14 

4,  Jamakal  for  the  Police 

Department 

2  lbs.  6  ozs. 

I  5 

0 

0 

5.  Fancy  jamakal 

8  lbs.  8  ozs. 

!  15 

0 

0 

6,  ;  '  Do 

14  lbs.  8  ozs. 

|  24 

0 

0 

Next  Abkari  Contract. 


216.  Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettrnna- 
nur)  ;  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  will 
take  steps  to  renew  the  abkari  contract  for  the  years  1100  and  1101, 
only  after  they  receive  and  pass  final  orders  on  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  to  examine  the  abkari  policy  of  the  State  ? 

.  Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  contract  for  the  years  1100  and  1101  has  already  been 
arranged  for  in  the  usual  course  and  could  not  be  delayed  further. 

Bale  of  Toddy  Arrack,  • 

217.  Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  JUtthma* 

nur)i  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS, 


(a)  (1)  the  number  of  toddy  arrack  shops  sanctioned  to  he 
opened  during  the  biennial  contract  commencing  from  the  1st  Chingam, 
1098,  and  the  number  actually  opened  and  worked  during  the  first  year 
of  the  contract ;  and 

(2)  the  quantity  of  toddy  arrack  consumed  during  the  year 

1098? 

( b )  What  is  the  income  that  has  accrued  to  the  Government  on 
this  account  ? 

(c)  What  was  the  quantity  consumed  in  1097  and  what  was  the 
gain  on  that  account  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAKAMESVABA  AIYAE.  ( Secretary  in  Government): 

(a)  (11  15  toddy  arrack  shops  were  sanctioned  to  be  opened 
during  the  1098-99 .  contract,  out  of  which  10  shops  were  actually 
worked  during  1098. 

(2)  148‘22  proof  gallons. 

(b)  Bs.  2,814-Chs.  22-Cash  14. 

(c)  The  quantity  issued  to  the  shops  in  1097  was  1,012'5  proof 
gallons  and  the  duty  realised  thereon  was  Es.  0,489-Chs.  9-Cash  9. 

Vaikam  Jetty. 

218.  Mr.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA PILIiAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettn  mmir): 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state: 

(a)  whether  they  are  aware  of 'the  difficulties  experienced  by  pas¬ 
sengers  in  steam  and  motor  launches  in  getting  into  and  alighting  from 
boats  at  the  Vaikam  landing  place ; 

(jb)  whether  any  estimate  for  the  construction  of  a  jetty  has  ever 
been  submitted  to  the  Government,  and  if  so,  when ;  and 

(c)  whether  they  will  consider  the  question  of  constructing  a 
jetty  at  the  Vaikam  landing  place  at  a  moderate  cost? 

Mr.  B.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  No. 

(b)  No. 

(c)  Government  will  en  pure. 

Markets  for  Industrial  and  Agricultural  Products. 

219.  Mr,  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettuma- 

nur )  :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  any  en¬ 

quiries  have  been  received  by  the  Director  of  Industries  or  of  Agriculture 
regarding  the  export  of  tapioca,  spices  or  other  products  available  in 
Travancore  ?  If  so,  what,  are  the  articles  regarding  which  enquiries 
have  been  made  ?  ■ 

(b)  Have  any  efforts  been  made  by  the  Industries  or  the  Agri¬ 
cultural  Department  towards  enlightening  the  public  as  to  the  best  and 
most  suitable  markets  for  the  export  of  raw  products  from  the  State? 
If  so,. what  are  the  means  adopted  ? 
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Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)-:. 

(a)  Yes.  The  articles  regarding  which  enquiries  have  been 
received  are  tapioca,  tapioca  flour,  lime  fruit,  timbers  and  cashew-nut 
oil.. 

(b)  The  Department  of  Industries  is  in  touch  with  the  Imperial 
Institute  and  the  Director-General  of  Commercial  Intelligence  in  the 
matter  of  finding  suitable  markets  for  Travancore  raw  products. 
The  results  of  the  enquiries  which  are  likely  to  interest"  Travancoreans 
are  published  in  the  Tmrauaore  Economic,  Journal  and  also  forwarded 
to  those  who  have  made  enquiries  about  them. 

.Report-'!  on  Industrial  Products. 

220.  Mr.  N.  RAMA K El SHN  A  PILLAI  (IV t-ikim  cum  Ettuma- 

nur) :  ( a )  Have  any  reports  regarding  the  industrial  products  of  the 

State  been  compiled  and  published  by  the  Department  of  Industries  ? 

(i)  If  so,  where  are  these  reports  available? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
Twenty  bulletins  on  industrial  products  and  a  report  on  the  industrial  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  State  have  been  published.  The  bulletins  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Director  of  Industries.  The  Industrial  Survey  lieport  is  .'sold 
by  the  Superintendent,  Government  Press. 

Disposal  of  Timber  Stock. 

221,  Mr.  N.  RAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vailta-m  cum  Ettitma- 
nur) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(a)  whether  the  increase  in  forest  revenue  in  1097  under  timber, 
etc.,  was  not  due  chiefly  to  the  disposal  of  stock  held  over  during  pre¬ 
vious  years  ; 

(b)  whether  the  balance  in  stock  at  the  end  of  1097  has  any  bear-  ’ 

ing  on  the  above ;  , 

(c)  whether  the  Conservator  of  Forests  has  taken  any  steps  to 
reduce  the  balance  of  stock  accumulating  at  the  end  of  each  year ; 

( d )  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  wholesale  disposal  of"  timber  at 
nominal  prices  is  the  only  way  now  adopted  to  get  over  the  difficulty ; 
and 

( e )  whether  the  Conservator  of  Forests  has  suggested  any  scheme 
to  regulate  the  yearly  output  so  as.  to  reduce  the  surplus  stock  and  to 
meet  urgent  requirements,  both  sylvicultural  and  financial  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  The  increase  in  revenue  in  1097  ■  was  due  not  only  to  the 
larger  disposal  of  the  stock  held  over  during  the  previous  years,  but  also  to 
the  larger  removal  of  royalties  by  consumers  and  purchasers  and  the 
sale  of  a  large  quantity  of  sleepers  to  the  South  Indian  Railway  Com¬ 
pany. 

'  '  (b)  Not. much.  ■ 

(c)  Yes,  ■ 
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cl)  No.  The  disposal  of  timber  and'  the  price  to  be  realised 
therefor  depend  always  on  the  condition  of  the  timber  market  and  on 
the  quality  of  the  timber. 

(e)  Yes,  The  member  is  referred  to  the  portion  of  the  proceed¬ 
ing's  of  the  last  budget  session  of  the  Council  relating  to  the  voting  of 
grants  for  the  Forest  Department. 

Funds  .for  Eoads  in  Shertallai. 

•222.  Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( Shertallai. ■)  :•  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  what  portion  of  the  budgeted  amount  for  this 
year  has  been  spent  till  the  15th  Dhanu,  1099,  on  (1)  the  Shertallai 
Ijown  roads,  and  (2)  the  Shertallai-Tannirmukkam  road  ?■ 

Me.  K.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(1)  Lis.  1,000. 

•  (2)  Ra.  718,  excluding  Its.  1,500,  being  the  value  of  iron  materials 
•»  received  for  the  bridge  work. 

Trained  Teachers  iii  the  Shertallai  English  High  School, 

223.  'Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( Shertalhi ):  (a)  How  many 
trained  graduates  are  there  in  the  departmental  English  High  School 
at  Shertallai  ?  ■ 

(h)  How  many  trained  graduates  are  there  in  each  of  the  other 
departmental  English  High  Sohoolsof  the  Stater1 

(<;)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  there  is 
any  special  reason  for  not  making  an  equal  distribution  of  ‘trained  gra¬ 
duates  among  the  various  departmental  English  High  Schools? 

Mr.  S.  PARAME SVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  Excluding  the  Headmaster;  there  are  two  trained  graduates. 

(b)  A  statement*  giving  the  information  asked  for  is  laid  on  the 

table.  .  .  - 

(c)  The  number  of  trained  graduates  in  any  school  cannot  be  a 
matter  of  mere  ratio,  since  the  nature  of  the  optional  subjects,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  pupils  going  in  for  each  of  the  optionals,  the  total  strength,  etc., 
have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  the  matter  of  distribution  of  the’ 
staff.  Government  will,  however,  instruct  the  Director  of  Public  In¬ 
struction  to  add,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  number  of  trained  graduate 
teachers  in  the  schools  in  which  they  are  at  present  poorly  represented. 

Opening  of  TerMjar  Dam  Sluices. 

224.  MR.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alaoigad  cum  Pctrur)  :  (a)  Arc 
•  the  Government  aware  that  the  opening  of  the  sluices  of  the  Periyar 

Dam  during  the  north-east  monsoon  this  year  caused  a  good  deal  of 
damage  to  crops  and  vegetation  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Periyar  ? 

(b)  Will  the  Government,  take  effective  steps  to  prevent  the  sud¬ 
den  rise  of  Water  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Periyar  on  account  of  the 
opening  of  the  Periyar.  Dam  sluices  ? 

*  fid#  appendix — page  847, '1 
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Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  No. 

lb)  The  matter  is  under  correspondence  with  the  Madras  Govern¬ 
ment. 

Improvement  of  Means  of  Communication  in  Northern  Taluks, 

225.  Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Parur)  :  Wilt 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  whether  they  are  aware  that  facilities  ol'  communication  in 
the  amalgamated  taluks  of  Alangad  and  Parur  arc  extremely  scanty ; 
and 

(/;)  whether  they  will  direct  the  Public  Works  Department  to 
sec  that  greater  facilities  for  communication  are  provided  in  their 
programme  of  work  this  year  in  the  Alwaye  Division? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(а)  Yes. 

(5)  Government  are  doing  the  needful.  An  additional  grant  of 
Rs,  12,250  has  already  been  sanctioned  for  works  in  the  Alwaye 
Division  during  1099  (vide  page  469  of  the  Official  Report  of  the  Legis¬ 
lative  Council  Proceedings,  First  Session,  1099 — Yol.  IV.— No.  6). 

Timber  Sales. 

226.  Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Nottarakara  cum  Kun* 
nattier )  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(«)  the  quantity  of  timber  available  at  present  for  sale  in  the 
several  Government  depots ; 

(б)  the  results  of  the  efforts  put  forth  by  the  Special  Utili¬ 
sation  Officer  deputed  to  find  markets  for  the  timber  and  other  forest 
produce  of  the  State  ; 

(e)  whether  timber  is  sold .  to  the  contractors  engaged  by  the 
Government  to  construct  buildings,  etc. ,  and 

■  {cl)  whether  it  is  not  possible  to  compel  all  such  contractors  to 
purchase  timber  from  the  Government  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Seerctan '/  to  Government) : 

C«)  Royalties  1,94,692  c.  ft. ' 

Junglewood  1,26,880  c.  ft. 

(i)  Owing  to  extreme  dullness  in  the  timber  market,  the  efforts 
of  the  Utilisation  Officer  to  find  out  markets  for  timber  outside  the 
State  have  not  so  far  proved  satisfactory. 

(e)  Yes.  .  • 

id)  Such  an  order  was  passed  in  April  1921.  The  Chief  En¬ 
gineer  has  moved  for  the  abrogation  of  this  order,  The  matter  is  under 
examination  by  the  .Government, 

lUeriiitment  to  the  Superior  Grade , 

227.  Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (. Kottarakara  cum 
Kunnattur) ;  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  ; 
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(a)  whether  a  record  is  maintained  in  the  Huzur  Office  to 
register  the  names  of  applicants  for  appointments  to  the  superior  grade 
in  the  several  departments  of  the  State  ; 

( l )  whether  there  is  any  rule  requiring  heads  of  departments  to 
forward  to  the  Huzur  Office  periodical  lists  of  such  applicants ;  and 

(c)  whether  the  Government  scrutinise  the  selections  for  ap¬ 
pointments  made  by  heads  of  departments  from  those  lists  ? 

Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

C a)  No. 

(b)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(c)  This  does  not  arise  in  view  of  the  answers  to  parts  (a)  and  (6) 

Timber  Supply  Contractors. 

$28.  Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MBNON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur)  j  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(1)  whether  there  is  no  rule  that  timber-  supply  contractors  or 

their  relatives  should  not  deal  in  timber ;  and  - 

(2)  whether  most  of  the  contractors  for  the  extraction  of  timber 

or  their  near  relatives  are  not  also  dealers  in  timber  ?  • 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 

(1)  There  is  no  rule  to  this  effect,  but  when  a  supply  contract  is 
given  to  anyone,  provision  is  made  in  the  agreement  that  he  or  any  un¬ 
divided  member  of  his  joint  family  should  not  trade  in  timber  during 
the  currency  of  that  contract. 

(2)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Abandoned  Forest  Roads. 

229.  Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Parur) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  there  are  any  forest  roads  once 
constructed  at  great  cost,  but  now  lying  practically  abandoned,  and  in  case 
there  are  such  roads,  whether  they  will  give  the  length  and  location 
of  such  roads  and  the  reasons  for  so  abandoning  them  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  : 
It  is  reported  that  no  forest  roads  opened  at  great  cost  are  now  lying 
abandoned. 

Survey  Plans  of  Reserve  Forests. 

230.  Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Parur):  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(1)  whether  plans  have  been  prepared  by  competent  survey 
authorities  fol*  any  demarcated  reserves  in  the  State; 

(2)  whether,  in  case  such  plans  exist,  they  are  available  for  sale 
to  the  public ; 
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(3)  whether  Conservator  Mr.  Rama  Eao  prepared  a  scheme  for 
the  demarcation  of  all  settled  reserves  and  for  their  exact  location  in 
the  survey  plans  of  the  State,,  and  whether,  in  case  such  a  scheme  was 
prepared,  any  action  has  been  taken,  under  it  till  now  ; 

(4)  whether  the  absence  of  such  plans  has  not  often .  rendered 
registering  unreserved  forests  and  locating  the  exact  boundaries  of  re¬ 
served  forests  in  forest  cases  extremely  difficult  in  many  cases  ;  and 

(3)  whether,  in  view  of  the  difficulties  mentioned  in  part  (4),  the 
Government  would  take  early  steps  to  have  such  plans  prepared  by 
competent  survey  authorities  ? 

Mr.  S,  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)': 

(1)  Correct  maps  for  about  seventy  reserved  forests  have  been 
prepared. 

(2)  The  maps  have  not  been  printed  and  are  not  therefore  avail¬ 
able  for  sale  to  the  public. 

(3)  The  demarcation  of  reserves  was  being  done  even  before  the 
time  of  Mr.  Rama  Rao  and  he  only  issued  circulars  regarding  the  ex¬ 
peditious  and:  proper  execution  of  the  same.  The  work  is  nearly  oVor  in 
respect  of  the  settled  reserves, 

(4)  No. 

(5)  The  work  is  already  being  done  by  the  Survey  department. 

Encroachment  on  the  Reserve  Forests  of  the  Northern  Division. 

231.  Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Farw)  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(1)  the  number  of  encroachments  made  into  the  reserved  forests 
of  the  Northern  Division  in  1098  ;  and- 

(2)  the  nature  and  result  of  the  action  taken  in  each  case!’ 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  '  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  ', 
(1)  and  (2)  It  is  reported  that  there  was  only  one  such  case  and 
that  it  related  to  'trespass  into  a  water  channel  in  the  Todupuzha  Re¬ 
serve  for  the  purpose- of  irrigating ’a  registered  holding.  It  is  also 
reported  that,,  as  the  trespassers  had  only  repaired  ah  existing .  water¬ 
course.,  and  as  they  could  at  best  be  proceeded  against  only  for  lopping 
the  branches  and  roots  of  a  few  small  trees  standing  on  its  bank,  the 
Divisional  Eorest  Officer  dropped  the  case  oftqp  realising  compensation. 

Fish*curing  Yard  for  KamnagapalU. 

232,  Mr.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  [Karunagapalli) :  (a)  Are 
the  Government  aware  that  a  large  number  of  Arayas  on  the  coastal 
tract  of  Karunagapalli  'depend  for  their  living  on  the  fish  industry? 

(b)  Will  they  be  pleased  to  open  9.  fish-curing  yard  to  help  them  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  ■ 

(a)  Yes. 

(b)  Government  will  enquire 
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Teaching  of  Educational  Practice  in  Schools, 

233.  Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  (KarunagapalU) :  •  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  ■  state  whether  they  have  afforded  any 
facilities  in  schools  other  than  the  Model  School  for  the  practice  of  the 
theories  taught  in  the  Training  College  ? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government) :  The 
principles  and  theories  of  teaching  learnt  in  the  Training  College  are 
naturally  and  necessarily  followed  in  the  other  schools, 

Mr.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  ( KarunagapalU ) :  May  I 
ask  what  are  the  facilities  that  are  allowed  to  the  schools  other  than’tlie 
Model  School  for  the  practice  of  the  theory  taught  in  the  Training 
College? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  (Secretary  to  Government)  :  It 
is  not  stated  in  the  answer  that  any  special  facilities  are  afforded.  It  i$ 
offly  stated  in  the  answer  that  “the  principles  and  theories  of  teaching 
learnt  in  the  Training  College  are  naturally  and  necessarily  followed  in 
the  other  schools,”  No  special  facilities  are  afforded  at  present. 

Work  . of  Income  Tax  Inspectors, 

234.  Mr.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VABIAB  (Ghengannur  cum  Patta- 
namtitia) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to,  give  a  statement  of  the 
work  of  the  Income  Tax  Inspectors  at  Quilon  and  Trivandrum  and  the 
number  of  new  assessees  they  have  added  to  the  list  in  1098? 

*  Mr.  B,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  Income  Tax  Inspector,  Trivandrum,  made  reports  about  139  asses? 
sees  and  the  Inspector  at  Quilon  about  77  assessees.  The  number  of  new 
assessees  added  to  the  list  on  the  report  of  the  Trivandrum  Inspector  is 
12  and  that  on  the  report  of  the  Quilon  Inspector  is  30. 

Contract  for  supply  of  Arrack. 

235.  Mr.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VABIAB  (Chengannur  cum  Pattiu 

•MmtUta) !  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the 

contract  for  the  supply  of  arrack  has  been  auctioned  by  them  ? 

(by  Whether  the  Government  received  any  tenders  in  that  matter 
from  persons  other  than  Mr.  Balaguruswami  Nadar? 

.  ,  Mr.  ,  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government)', 

(а)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(б)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  M,  B.  MADHAVA  VABIAB  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pattanam « 
tit.ta) :  "With  regai-3  to  Part  (a)  of  the  answer,  may  I  know  why  the 
contract  was  not  auctioned  ? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government ) : 
.Because  it  was  thought  that;  in  the  case  of  a  big  contract  like  this,  the 
existing  contractor  would  do  better. 

Mb.  M.  B.  MADHAYa  VABIAB  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pattmayf 
titta) ;  Thought  by  the  Government  ?  - 
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Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government ) :  By 
the  Government  and  also  by  the  Excise  Commissioner. 

Castewar  Statement  re.  Provincial  Staff  and  Munshies  in 
English  Schools. 

236.  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  furnish  information  regarding  the  number  of  Brahmins, 
Nairs,  Christians  and  other  non-Brahmin  Hindus  separately  in  the 
provincial  staff  of  graduate  teachers  of  English  schools  for  boys  and 
among  the  Munshies  of  English  schools  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government ) : 

The  information  required  is  given  below  :  — 

Caste,  Provincial  staff  of  Munshies  in  * 

graduate  teachers  English  Schools 

of  English  Schools  for  boys, 
for  boys. 

Brahmins  139  39 

Nairs  _  25  15 

Christians  .  69  3 

Other  Non-Brahmin  Hindus  13  7 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  May  I  know  whether  there 
were  not  applications  from  people  belonging  to  non-Brahmin  communi¬ 
ties  over  and  above  those  men  who  have  been  appointed  as  teachers  for 
these  posts? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)'. 
Government  have  no  information, 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  Will  they  please  get  the 
information? 

*  Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
In  regard  to  which  vacancy  ? 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  I  wanted  a  caste-war  state¬ 
ment  of  the  teachers  and  Munshies  in  English  Schools.  The  reply  is 
that  there  are  139  Brahmins,  25  Nairs,  69  Christians  and  13  other  non- 
Brahmin  Hindus ;  and  39,  15,  3  and  .7  Munshies  respectively.  I  want 
to  know  whether  there  were  not  applications  from  members  of  non- 
Brahmin  communities  when  these  appointments  were  made. 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 
When  each  of  these  appointments  was  made. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Yes. 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
}  elaim  notice  of  that  question,  ■ 
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Munshies  in  English  Schools , 

237.  Mr,  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Ghengannur  cum  Patta- 
■namtitta):  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state: 

(a)  how  many  Munshies  were  appointed  in  Secondary  Schools 
during  this  year ; 

( h )  what  their  qualifications  are ; 

(e)  whether  Munshies  from  vernacular  schools  had  applied  for 
these  posts ;  and 

(d)  if  so,  what  the  qualifications  and  services  of  those  applicants ; 

are  ? 

M'R.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAB  (Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  Two  Sanskrit  Munshies  were  appointed  during  1099. 

(b)  Both  of  them  have  passed  the  Mahopadhyaya  examination. 

( o )  Applications  from  two  Munshies  employed  in  Vernacular 
Schools  were  received  in  1098  and  they  have  been  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  Inspector  of  English  Schools. 

'( d )  Both  the  Munshies  have  passed  the  Vidvan  examination. 
The  service  of  one  of  them  is  10J  years,  while  that  of  the  other  cannot- 
be  known  from  his  application, 

Appendix. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  223. 

List  showing  the  number  of  trained  graduates  in  each  of  the 
departmental  English  High  Schools-  (except  the  High 
School  at  Shertallai)  excluding  the  Headmasters. 

No.  Name  of  School.  .  •  No.  of  trained  graduates. 


1. 

English  High  School, 

Kottar 

s  12 

2. 

do. 

Eraniel 

7. 

3. 

-do. 

Martandam 

3 

4. 

do. 

Neyyattinkara 

6 

5. 

S.  M.  V.  do. 

Trivandrum 

16 

6. 

do. 

Attingal 

7 

7. 

do. 

Kottarakara 

4 

8. 

do. 

Shencottah 

G 

9. 

do. 

Adur 

.  2 

10. 

do. 

Quilon 

7 

11. 

do. 

Chavara. 

3 

12. 

do. 

Kayankulam  . 

4 

13. 

do. 

Mavelikara 

7 

14. 

do. 

Ghengannur 

7 

15. 

do. 

Alleppey 

Nil 

16. 

do. 

Vaibam 

8 

17. 

do. 

Muvattupuzha 

'  2 

18. 

do. 

Parur 

S' 

19. 

Model  School  attached ' 
to  the  Training 

[•Trivandrum 

19 

20. 

College.  J 

English  H,  S.  for  girls. 

1 

Trivandrum 

9 
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[Mr.  P,  K  Narayana  Pillai.] 

THE  NAYAR  REGULATION  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

PRESIDENT :  The  next  item  on  the  agenda  is  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Nair  Regulation  Amend- 
met  Bill,  which  will  be  presented  by  Mr.  &.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Timmlla ):  I  beg  to 
present  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Nayar  Regulation 
Amendment  Bill  and  move  that  the  same  be, taken  up  for  consideration 
at  this  Gouncil. 

Mr.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikaw  cum  Ethmamir) : 
I  second  it. 

The  motion  was  carried. 


Preamble, 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( QuUon ) ;  I  beg  to  move  the  follow¬ 
ing  amendment :  • 

Insert  “hereby”  between  “is"  and.  “enaeted” ;  and  substitute 
“follows”  for  “foUoio”. 

MR.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (AnibalAjmsha):  I  beg  to  se¬ 
cond  that  amendment. 

MR.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Timmlla ) :  I  beg  to  state 
that  the  amendments  may  be  'accepted,  “As  follow”  in  the  amended 
Bill  is  a  mistake  for  “as  follows”.  The  latter  word  may  be  inserted  in  the 
preamble. 

The:  question  that  the  preamble  amended  form  part  of  the  Bill 
was  put  and  carried. 

The  amended  preamble  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  /. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Amhala$uzha)\  In  Clause  1, 
I  propose  the  following  amendment  m  view  of  some  deficiency  or  am¬ 
biguity  in  the  existing  provision  of  the  Clause.  As  the  Clause  stands  at 
present,  it  applies  to  Nayars  domiciled  in  Travancore  and  to  Nayar 
females  domiciled  in  Travancore  who  have  or  shall  have  marital  rela¬ 
tions  with  Nayars  not  domiciled  in  Travancore  and  also  non-Nayars 
whether  domiciled,  in  Travancore  or  not.  The  Clause  as  it  stands  does 
not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  domiciled  Travancorean  Nayar  marrying 
a  Nayar  female  not  domiciled  in  Travancore.  The  object  of  the 
amendment  is  to  make  the  Clause  apply  to  the  case  of  a  Nayar  female 
not  domiciled  in  Travancore  being  married  to  a  domiciled  Travan¬ 
corean  Nayar.  It  is  in  view  of  that  that  I  make  the  amendment.  The 
amendment  itself  is  of  ah  alternative  nature. 

Add  “or  males"  after  the  word  “j females”,  or  substitute 
“Nayars”  for  “Nayar"  and  omit  the^oord  “.females",'  :  • 
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Then  the  Clause  would  read  “Nayar  "females  or  males  domiciled 
in  Travancore,”  in  the  one  case,  or  in  the  other  case  “Nayars  domiciled 
in  Travancore,”  the  expression  Nayar  including  males  and  females. 
That  is  the  object  of  the  amendment.  I  commend  it  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  House. 

MR.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Parur) ;  I  beg  to 
second  it. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  MLLAI  (tirumtla) :  1  have  no 
objection  in  accepting  the  amendment  in  the  alternative  form. 

PRESIDENT  :  Which  particular  alternative  would  you  accept  ? 
Mr.  K,  PARAMESVARAN  PULLAI  (Tirmath) :  The  second 
alternative. 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President):  I  regret  I  have  to  oppose  the  amendment.  My  friend  proposes 
to  bring,  within  the  purview  of  the  Regulation,  Cases  where  a  domiciled 
Travancorean  male  marries  a  non-Travancorean  Nayar  lady  domiciled 
outside  Travancore,  •  If  it  is  only  a  matter  of  conferring  rights  on  ladies 
outside  Travancore  and  not  subject  to  the  municipal  laws  of  Travancore, 
the  question  may  not  present  serious  difficulties,  But,  on  the  other  hand; 
rights  are  created  and  obligations  are  also  created,  under  the  statute 
governing  the  marital  relations  of  a  Nayar  and  his  wife.  This  Council 
is  now  asked  to  define  the  law  that  should  govern  the  devolution  of  pro¬ 
perty  of  a  non-Nayar  Malabar  lady.  .  Under  the  present  Bill,  the  hus¬ 
band  becomes  the  heir  to  the, wife’s  acquisitions  Under  certain  circum¬ 
stances.  Under  the  law  prevailing  in  Malabar,  the  position  is  funda- ; 
mentally  different.  The.  husband  has  not  got  any  rights  of  succession. 
It  will  then. bo  a  ease. of  a  conflict  of  laws.  It  seems  to  me  as  a  general, 
principle  that  this  Council  should  not  pass  a  piece  of  legislation  creating 
liabilities  as  against  people  who  are  neither  domiciled  in  Travancore  nor 
amenable  to 'the  municipal  laws  of  the  State.  That  is  the  difficulty 
that  confronts' me.  It  will  be  a  case  of  conflict  of  laws,  for  under  the 
common  law  obtaining  in  Malabar,  a  woman’s  self  acquisition  would  gp; 
to  her  children,  and  in  the  absence  of  children  it  would  go  to  her  tat  wad, . 
Under  the  Bill  before  the  House,  the  succession  goes,  as  I  said,  to  the 
husband.  Could  the  Travancore  Nayar  husband  prefer  a  claim  to  the 
property  of  his  wife  in  Malabar  ?  I  think  it  is  a  real  . difficulty  which  I 
should  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  and- for  the  consideration  of  my. 
friend.  If.  both  the  husband  and  the  wife  were  resident  ill  Travancore 
and  subject  to  the  same  law,  the  difficulties  would  not  have  arisen  at  all. 
But  if  the  Travancore  Nayar  gentleman  lives  in  Travancore  and  then 
goes  and  settles  down  With  his  wife  outside,  how  are  the  questions  to  be 
determined?  Whose  personal  law  is  to  be  followed?  Is  it  the  law:  of  the 
husband  which  is  controlled  by  the  State,  or  is  it  the  law  'of  the  wife  __ 
whiih  may  be  the  law  obtaining  in  the  locality  where  the  wife  is- 
situate?  These  are  practical  difficulties  .which  I  want  this  Council  to 
^akeinto  account  before  finally  adopting  the  proposal, 
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[Mr.  P  K.  Narayana  Pillai,] 

Mb.  N.  BAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ebtunianur) : 
May  I  ask  whether  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  an 
exactly  similar  amendment  was  accepted  with  reference  to  the  Ezhava 
Bill  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (De¬ 
puty  President)  :  Might  be,  it  is  natural.  That  does  not  take  away 
the  force  of  my  argument.  I  would  add  that,  merely  because  an 
amendment  was  accepted  in  an  earlier  session  of  this  Council,  this 
Council  is  not  barred  from  reconsidering  its  position.  In  fact,  as  I  sub¬ 
mitted,  it  is  a  real  difficulty  involving  a  principle  that  is  now  staring  us 
in  the  face.  I  am  absolutely  ind:  ferent  as  to  what  the  final  conclusion 
of  this  Council  in  regard  to  this  matter  is.  I  only  want  the  Council  to 
consider  seiiously  the  implications  in  the  amendment  before  it  comes 
to  a  definite  conclusion. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil)  :  Sir, 
though  it  was  accepted  in  the  Ezhava  Bill,  I  think  as  the  amend¬ 
ment  stands  it  will  lead  to  some  difficulty.  The  clause  runs  as  follows  ; 

“  It  shall  apply  to  all  Nayafs  domiciled  in  Travancore,  and  to  such  Nayarn  not  so 
domiciled  and  uon-Nayars,  whether  so  domiciled  or  not,  as  have,  or  shall  have,  marital 
relation  with  Nayar  females  domioilod  in  Travauoore,’' 

So  far  as  the  first  portion,  is  concerned,  as  it  will  apply  to  all 
Nayars  domiciled  in  Travancore,  it  will  include  both  males  and  females, 
Then  with  regard  to  the  latter  portion,  even  though  a  person  may  be 
a  non-Hhavancorean,  if  he  marries  a  domiciled  Travancorean  female, 
he  is  subject. to  this  law.  And  a  non-Nayar,  if  he  marries  a  Travan¬ 
corean  domiciled  female,  is  also  subject  to  this  law,  If  we  accept  the 
amendment,  it  will  be  that  a  non-Nayar  female  may  many  a  Travancorean 
male,  which  is  out  of  the  question.  As  the  amendment  stands,  a 
non-Nayar  may  marry  a  Travancorean  male  or  female.  I  do  not  think 
the  Bill  contemplates  the  marriage  of  a  non-Nayar  female  by  a  Nayar 
male.  The  case  contemplated  is  only  the  case  of  a  Nayar  female  or 
male  domiciled  in  Travancore.  In  my  opinion,  the  clause  as  it  stands  is 
perfectly  safe  ;  I  do  not  think  it  will  lead  to  complications.  That  is 
my  individual  view, 

:  Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  Umbakqmtha)  !  With  res¬ 
pect  to  the  observations  of  my  friend^Mr.  Krishna  Aiyafagar,  as  my  friend 
Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai  pointed  out,  there  is  the  instance  of  the  Ezhava 
Bill  assented  ,'to  by.  this  Council.  At  the  time  of  tho  discussion  of  the 
Ezhava  Bill,  this  Identical  question  was  raised  by  itte  from  tho  non- 
official  side.  Then  the  official  side  Was  keen  that  the  amendment  that 
was  then  proposed  should  go  in,  and  it  was  thereupon  accepted  by  the 
entire  House.  Then,  as  to  the  question  of  extra-territorial  legislation 
taised  by.  my  friend  Mr,  Krishna  Aiyangar,  I  am  sorry  he  forgets  the 
existing  provision  in  the  Clause  itself.  The  existing  provision  relates 
to  persons  who  are  not  domiciled  in  Travancore,  provided  such  males 
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luarry  Nayar  females  domicded  in  Travancore.  If,  to  that  extent, 
extra-territorial  legislation  is  possible,  I  fail  to  see  why  such  extra-terri¬ 
torial  legislation  should  not  extend  to  this  case  also"  Again,  viewing 
the  general  tendency  of  social  legislation,  I  may  also  point  out  that 
extra-territorial  legislation  is  occasionally  resorted  to  by  various  colonial 
legislatures.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  bigamy,  'some  American 
States  prohibit  and  punish  bigamy  in  their  own  State  even  if  it  is 
contracted  outside.  May  I  also  point  out  to  the  Council  the  provisions 
of  the  Parsi  Marriage  Act,  which  invest  the  British  Indian  High 
Courts  with  certain  jurisdiction  with  respect  to  the  marriage  of  Parsis  ? 
In  a  case  reported  in  lti  Bombay,  136,  the  inarriageof  two  Parsis  took 
place  not  in  British  India  but  outside  it.  The  question  was  raised 
whether  the  British  Indian  Courts  had  jurisdiction  to  go  into  the  vali¬ 
dity  or  the  invalidity  of  the  marriage  in  question.  The  Bombay  High 
Court,  in  answer  to  the  question,  said  that,  provided  the  parties  were 
'before  the  court  and  provided  the  Statute  applied  to  their  case,  where¬ 
soever  the  marriage  might  have  been  ■  performed,  the  court  had 
jurisdiction,  Similarly,  in  the  case  of  a  domiciled  Travancore  Nayar 
male  marrying  a  female  outside  with  whom  marriage  is  permissible 
under  this  Regulation,  there  cannot  be  any  difficulty  for  any  court  to 
proceed  with  the  case. 

Then,  with  respect  to  the  observation  of  my  friend,  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar,  that  the  <  'lause,  as  it  stands,  is  the  better  form  of  legislation  and 
not  the  proposed  amendment,  I  would  only  point 'out  that  the  difficulty 
contemplated  by  him  would  not  arise.  The  Nayar  Regulation  Amend¬ 
ment  Bill  does  not  contemplate  the  case  of  a  Nayar  marrying  a  non- 
Nayar  female  at  all.  My  amendment  clearly  indicates  the  idea  that  no 
marriage  of  a  non-Nayar  female  is  contemplated. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  SirJear  Vakil)  :  I  base 
my  objection  only  upon  that. 

Mb.  P.  Ii.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  There  will  be 
no  difficulty  whatsoever.  The  word  non-Nayar  will  stand  only  for 
non-Nayar  males.  If  the  learned  mover  of  the  Bill  is  for  the  expression 
“Nayars”  to  stand,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  agree,  and  withdraw  the 
rest. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  N ediuuangad) :  1 
wish  to  ask  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  whether,  among  the  Parsis,  there  is 
any  such  difference  in  the  law  of  inheritance  as  between  the  Travan¬ 
core  Nayar  and  the  Malabar  Nayar. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapudia)  :  I  fail  to  sec 
the  point  in  the  question. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedimamjad) : 
It  is  .for  the  President  to  disallow  the  question. 

PRESIDENT  ;  I  have  admitted  the  question. 

Ms.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  RlLLAi  (Ambdapudw,)  :  If  I  am  to 
answer,  I  have  already  answered. 

Vol,  IV— Ho.  II.  B 
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[Ml-.  M.  N.  Pillai.] 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILL  4.1  (. Trivandrum  cum  Nedumuiigad) :  I 
shall  exi)Jain  my  question. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (.LmhaUqmsha)  :  There  is 
already  my  answer — I  fail  to  see  the  point. 

Mit-  T.  K,  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedtmangad) :  I 
shall  explain.  There  is  the  Nayar  Regulation  in  Travancoro;  there  is 
the  Nayar  Regulation  in  Cochin.  But  there  is  no  Nayar  Regulation  in 
British'  Malabar.  VVo  see  that  some  forms  are  necessary  for  marriage 
and  that  certain  results  by  way  of  inheritance  follow  a  valid  marriage. 
Such  things  domot  exist  in  Malabar.  Suppose  a  Nayar  female  who 
resides  in  Malabar,  subject  to  the  ordinary  Marumakkathayam  law, 
marries  a  Naif  male  in  Travancorc.  When  such  a  case  arises,  sup¬ 
posing  om-  courts  give  a  decree  on  the  basis  of  our  statute  and  the  British 
Malabar  Court  gives  a  decree  on  the  basis  of  the  ordinary  Marumakka-" 
thayarn  law,  will  there  not  be  a  collision,  and  in  the  ease  of  such  colli¬ 
sion,  which  law  is  to  'prevail  ? 

Mb.  ,P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Aiitbalaimzha)  :  May  I  ans¬ 
wer  ? 

PRESIDENT :  Yes. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhahqmzha)  :  So  far  as  pro- 
perties  situated  in  Travancore  are  concerned,  the  law  in  Travancore  will 
prevail ;  and  if  there  is  any  law  existing  in  British  India  then  that  law 
will  prevail  there. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  shall  put  the  amendment  in  the  form  in  which 
it  was  accepted  by  the  mover  of  the  Bill  and  also  by  the  mover  of  the 
motion,  to  the  vote  of  the  Souse,  i,  e., 

Substitute  “  Nayars"  for  “Nayar"  omitting  ihc  word  “  females  " 
in  line  (8)  of  sub-duusc  (2)  of  G lame  1, 

Tire  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried,  24  voting  for  and 
7  aijianst.  . 

PRESIDENT:  I  now  put  Clause  1,  as  amended,  for  the  vote  of 
the  House.  I  take  it  that  the  motion  is  accepted. 

Clause  1,  as  amended,  was  added  to  the  Bill* 

Clause  2. 

The  following  amendment  was  not  moved  : — 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (.Trivandrum) :  Sub-clauso  (7),  Delete  and 
substitute  the  following  ■ 

“  Karauovau  means  that  member  of  the  tarWad  in  whom  tlio  headship  of  the  larwait 
ami  the  right  of  manegement  of  its  affairs  ami  of  tho  possession  of  tlio  properties  thereof' 
:  are  vested,  such  person  being  always  the  senior  adult  male  member,  unless  lie  bus  been 
removed  or  has  surrendered  his  sthanam,  in  which  ease  the  next  senior  adult  male  mem¬ 
ber  in  the  order  of  .seniority  becomes  such  person  and,  in  the  absence  of  any  adult  male 
member,  the  senior  adult  female  member,” 
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Mb.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ■)  :  In  the  defini¬ 
tion  of  the  word  “  Karanavan  ”  I  make  three  amendments, 

Sub-clause  (7).  First  in  line  1  the  word  “major”  will  have  to 
be  inserted  after  the  word  “  male  ”,  and  then  in  line  3,  the  first  “  ofi  ” 
will  have  to  be  dropped.  In  line'4,  again,  the  word  “major”  will 
have  to  be  added  before  the  expression  “ female 

The  reason  of  the  two  amendments  is  that  while  it  is  obligatory 
that  a  senior  anandaravan  should  be  a  male  adult  member,  and  in  the 
absence  of  such  adult  male  member,  an.  adult  .female  member,  the  defi¬ 
nition  of  the  expression  “  karanavan  ”  does  not  make  it  obligatory  that 
he  should  be  a  major  member  at  all.  The  existing  Marumakkathayam 
law  certainly  says  that  only  the  major  senior  member  of  the  tarwad 
would  be  the  karanavan  and  in  the  absence  of  such  major  senior 
male  member  and  of  all  adult  male  members,  the  major  senior  female 
member  would  be  the  karanavatti.  That  is  the  law  at  present.  In 
view  of  this  fact,  I  beg  to  move  that  the  expression  “major”  be  in¬ 
serted,  after  the  word  “  male”  in  line  1  and  before  the  word  “  female  " 
in  line  4. 

The  second  head  of  amendment  relates  to  a  meaningless  “of’’ 
occurring  in  line  8.  The  sub-clause  reads  as  follows  : 

“  Karauiivan  ”  moans  tlio  senior  malts  member  of  the  tarwad  iu  whom  the.  head¬ 
ship  of  the  tarwud,  the  right  of  management  of  its  affairs  and  of  the  possession  of  the 
properties  thereof. . 

The  word  “of"  occurring  before  the  word  “possession  ”  has 
little  sense.  In  such  view  of  the  matter,  I  submit  that  all  the  above 
mentioned  three  amendments  may  be  accepted, 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  .  A.  KEISHNA  AIYANGAB  "{Nominated 
{Deputy  President ) :  I  second  the  motion. 

Mb.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PI.LLAI  C TimoalU ) :  I  accept^  the 
first  and  the  third  amendments,  i.  e.,  the  addition  of  the  word  “  major  ” 
before  “  senior  male  ”  and  “  senior  female". 

PEESIDENT:  You  do  not  accept  the  omission  of  the  word 
“of”? 

Mr.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (. Timvalla)  :  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  word  “  of  ”  is  properly  placed  there,  for  this  reason — that 
what  is  vested  in  karanavan  is  the  right  of  management  and  the. right 
of  possession  of  the  properties.  Therefore  I  oppose  the  amendment  Id 
delete  the  word  “  of  If  “  of  ”  is  removed,  it  will  not  be  the  right  of 
possession  of  properties  that  will  be  vested  in  the  karanavan,  but  pos¬ 
session  merely.  'It  is  intended  that  the  right  of  management  and  the 
rightof  possession  should  both  be  vested  in  the  karanavan.  And  I  have 
therefore  to  oppose  the  amendment  in  regard  to  the  deletion  ;of  the 
word  “of”.  -  But  I  accept  the  cither  two  amendments. 

Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA.  PILLAI  ( Karunagapalli ) :  May  I  know 
from  Mr,  Paramesvaran  Pillai  whether  it  is  not  necessary  that  a  tarwad 
should  have  a  karanavan  ?  If  the  amendment  is  accepted  as  suggested 
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by  Mr.  Parameswarau  Pillai  there  is  a  difficulty,  A  family  may  con¬ 
sist  of  only  minors.  In  that  case  there  will  be  no  karanavan. 

Mr.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Tiruralla):  In  that  case, 
the  court  will  be  the  guardian  of? the  minors.  No  minor  can  be  the 
karanavan  of  a  tar  wad. 

PRESIDENT  :  Do  you  accept  the  retention  of  the  word  “of  ", 
Mr.  Navayana  Pillai  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhnlapmha)'.  No.  I  do  not, 

Mu-  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  limit  Sirh.r  Vakil) :  I 
agree  with  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  that  the  first  and  the  third  amend¬ 
ments  have  to  be  accepted,  hut  not  the  second.  The  karanavan  has  a 
right  to  be  in  possession  of  the  property,  although  possession  as  a  matter 
of  fact  may  he  with  junior  members  or  with  others.  So  it  is  the  right, 
to pomseion  that  is  contemplated.  "To  possession”  or  “  of  the  pos¬ 
session  ”  does  not  make  any  difference,  though  the  former  will  be 
better.  I  believe  the  word  “  of  "  is  rightly  placed  there  and  need  not  be 
deleted.  The  first  and  the  third  amendments  may  be  accepted. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I  am 
for  omitting  the  word  “  of  ”.  Three  separate  ideas  are  combined  in  that 
sub-section.  One  is  the  headship  of  the  tar  wad,  the  second  is  the  right  of 
management,  and  the  third,  although.it  is  expressed  only  as  the  posses¬ 
sion,  it  is  the  actual  possession  of  the  properties.  The  first  is  a  status, 
the  second  a  right  and  the  third  an  actuality.  Moreover,  the  phrase 
“  of  its  affairs  and  of  the  possession  of  the  properties  thereof  ”  is  so 
cumbrous  and  so  ugly.  And  the  factum  of  possession  which  is  the  most 
important  thing  in  this  connection  is  emphasised  by  omitting  the  word 
“of”  because  the  distinction  between  the  status  of  headship,  the  right 
of  possession  and  the  factum  of  possession  has  to  be  maintained,  I 
am  therefore  for  omitting  the  word  “  of  ”, 

Mr.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur)- 
I  have  no  objection  to  accept  the  first  and  the  third  amendments.  But 
I  oppose  the  second  amendment,  r-m.,  the  deletion  of  the  word  “  of  ”. 
The  definition  is,  as  will  be  seen,  an  adaptation  of  the  existing  definition 
in  Kegulation  I  of  1088.  The  idea  is  that  the  right  of  management 
and  the  right  of  possession  should  be.  vested  in  the  karanavan.  In  cases 
where  the  karanavan  may  not  be  in  the  locality  and  is  living  far  away 
from  the  tarwad  it  is  clear  that  the  karanavan  should  bo  entitled  to  the 
possession,,  though  he.  may  not  be  at  the  place  in  actual  possession. 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  said  that  the  insertion  of  the  word  “  of  ”  in  the  sub- 
clause  would  make  it  awkward,  i  do  not  see  any  awkwardness  there, 
because,  as  it  stands,  the  intention  will  be  clear  that  “  the  right  of 
management  of  its  affairs  and  the  right  of  possession  ”  are  also  to  be 
vested  in  the  karanavan.  But  I  have  no  objection  to  take  away  the 
word  “  the  ”  after  “  of  ”, 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELD  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Neclnmangad) :  May 
I  know  from  Mr.  Bamakriskna  Pillai  whether  there  is  no  distinction 
between  a  right'  to  possession  and  actual  possession  ? 
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Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Yaikam  cum  Ettumanur) : 
There  is  a  difference.  It  is  exactly  because  there  is  a  difference  that 
the  retention  of  the  word  “  of  ”  is  necessary. 

Mr.  G.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Koltarakara  cum  Run- 
nattier)  :  I  agree  with  my  friend  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  in  regard  to 
the  retention  of  the  word  “of”,  because  our  courts  will  create  difficulty 
if  we  delete,  it.  A  karanavan  is  one  in  whom  the  right  of  management 
must  also  become  vested.  If  the  word  “  of  ”  is  taken  away,  the  Clause, 
as  it  is,  would  mean  that  actual  possession  of  properties  must  be  vested 
in  a  man  if  be  is  to  be  called  a  karanavan.  As  has  been  pointed  out  by 
Mr.  N.  Bamakrishna  Pillai,  the  karanavan  of  atarwad  may  be  an  officer 
elsewhere.  The  actual  possession  of  the  properties  may  be  with  some 
junior  members  of  the  tarwad.  If  that  officer  comes  forward  and  pleads 
before  the  court  that  he  is  the  karanavan,  this  Clause  will  .create  diffi¬ 
culties.  The  court  will  say  that  the  actual  possession  of  the  properties 

•  is  not  ve  bed  in  him,  and  hence  he  is  not  the  karanavan. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandru-n  cum  Nedumangad )  : 
May  I  know  if,  in  the  .case  of  the  karanavan,  the  right  to  possession  of 
tarwad  properties  is  in  law  the  same  thing  as  actual  possession  ? 

Mr.  0.  P.  KOCH UKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakam  cum  Run- 
na-ttur) :  I  draw  some  distinction  between  the  two. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) :  If 
a  karanavan  has  a  right  of  possession  be  has  got  actual  possession  in'law. 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOOHUKUNjU  PILLAI  (Kottamtmra  cum  Rm- 
nattur) :  If  that  is  so,  there  is  no  harm  in  retaining  the  Clause  as  it'  is 

•  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  omitting  the  word  “  of  "  at  all.  I  am  in 
favour  of  the  other  amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

MR.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
I  would  accept  amendments  1  and  3.  I  would,  however,  put  the 
word  “major  ’’  before  the  word  “male  ”  instead  of  after- it. 

PRESIDENT :  Is  that  not  what  Mr,  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  wants  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapiizha ) :  With  the  per¬ 
mission  of  those  who  have  supported  me,  I  have  no  objection  to  adopt 
that  amendment. 

I  am  sorry  .that,  in  spite  of  the  arguments  of  my  friends  Mr. 
Ghanganache.ry  Paramesvaran  Pillai  and  those  who  have  supported  him, 
I  am  unable  to  find  my.  way  to  retain  the  word  “  of  If  we  retain  the 
word  “  of  ”,  the  Clause  will  be  ridiculous.  If  they  are  very  particular  in 
retaining  the  word  “of”  and  then  make  some  further  amendments 
in  the  Clause — 

PBESIDENT  :  They  do  not  make  any  further  amendments. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYAftA  PILLAI  {Amba^apunha) :  It  they  do  not 
make  any  further  amendments^  then  it  will  be  easily  seen  that  it  is  un¬ 
grammatical.  The  Clause  reads  as.  follows : 

“  Karanavan  moans  tl»e  senior  male  member  of  the  tarwad  in  whom  the  headship 
of  the  tarwad,  the  right  of  management  of  its  affairs  and  of  the  possession  of  the  pro- 
'  perties  thereof,  are  vested  in  law,  and,  in  the  absence  of  such  male  member,  the  senior 
female  member.” 
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[President.] 

There  are  only  two  things  contemplated.  Headship  of  the  tarwad 
and  the  right.  Therefore  there  should  be  inserted  the  word  “and” 
between  “headship”  and  “right”.  That  is  not  proposed  by  them.  In 
their  view  of  the  reading  of  the  Clause,  “karanavan”  means  senior  male 
member  of  the  tarwad  in  whom  the  headship  of  the  tarwad  and  the 
right  of  management  of  its  affairs  and  of  the  possession  of  the  properties 
thereof  are  vested.  They  do  not  propose  any  such  thing.  Then  again, 
they  are  keen  about  right  to  possession  and  not  about  the  right  of 
possession.  That  is  not  the  expression  used  there.  Further  questions 
have  been  raised  as  to  in  whom  as  a  matter  of.  fact  are  the  properties 
vested.  That  is  a  question  to  be  answered  by  the  Legislature.  Such 
being  the  case,  the  Legislature  should  clearly  define  in  whom  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  properties  should  be  vested.  My  friend  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  said  that  the  properties  of  the  tarwad  might  be  vested  in  the 
junior  member. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  SlrJcar  VaUl)  :  I  said 
possession. 

Me.  P.  K  NAP  A  YANA  PILLAI  (AmbalajiuHm)  :  If  he  to  going 
to  argue  that  as  a  proposition  of  law,  I  am  not  going  to  agree  with  him. 
No  donbt;  a  karanavan  may  execute  documents  and  alienate  properties. 
In  that  case,  the  definition  would  lack  a  necessary  item  regarding  the 
karanavan,  that  is  to  say,  the  question  in  whom  are  the  properties 
vested  in  law.  The  possession  that  is  meant,  in  the  Clause  is  the  posses- 
sion  in  law  and  that  is  virtually  tantamount  to  right  to  possession. 
It  may  be,  that  it  is  outstanding  with  various  persons..  But  a  karana¬ 
van  has  possession  in  law  and  as  such  the  objection  raised  with  respect 
to  the  second  amendment .  seems  to  be  absolutely  untenable.  When 
the  word  “of”  is  dropped,  the  whole  thing  would  run  smooth  and  the 
retention  of  “of”  makes  the  sentence  faulty  in  grammar.  If  my  friend 
Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  still  persists,  I  press  the  amendment  to 
.vote. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  fftrkar  Vahil) :  I  beg 
to  know  from  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  whether  that  does  not  occur  in  the 
•  existing  Regulation  and  whether  it  has  created  any  complication  or  diffi¬ 
culty- 

;  Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambala^uHia)  :  I  am  glad  to 
answer  my  friend.  As  my  friend  the  Deputy  President  put  it,  because 
there  is  a  provision  in  a  previous  Regulation,  because  we  committed  a 
mistake  on  a  previous  occasion,  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  perpe¬ 
tuate  the  same  mistake  when  it  is  found  out.  It  is  the  blind  following 
of  the  existing;provisions  that  has  landed  us 'in  difficulties. 

PRESIDENT:  I  shall  split  up  the  amendments  into  two  parts. 
I  shall  first  put  the  first  part  of  the  amendment  to  the  vote  with  the 
alterations  as  accepted  by  the  mover,  i.  e.,  that  the  word  “  major  ”  be  in¬ 
serted  before  the  word  “male  ’’-and  before  the  word  “female  ”  in  lines 
I  and  4. 
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The  amendments  were  carried  by  the  House. 

PRESIDENT :  The  next  part  of  the  amendment  is  that  the  word 
“of  ”  be  omitted.  • 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried,  17  voting  for  and 
12  against. 

Me.  P,  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  The  next 
amendment  is  with  respect  to  the  definition  of  the  expression  “  senior 
anandaravan”  (sub-clause  9).  I  move  that  the  existing  definition  be 
deleted  and  the  following  substituted: 

“  Senior  amndaravan  means  the  amndaraoau  who  for  the  time 
being  is  the  next  in  the  order  of  succession  to  haranacasthancm  in  the 
tanoad”. 

The  existing  definition  runs  as  follows : — 

“Senior  nnuutlaravan  means  the  major  male  anandaravan  next;  in  ago  to  the  karaua- 
van,  and,  in  the  absence  of  such  nnandaravau,  tlio  senior  major  female  among  the  annn- 
*tlarimvs”. 

Now,  this  definition  does  hot  take  into  account  certain  contingencies 
which  may  occur  in  a  Malabar  tanoad.  There  is  the  possibility  of  cer¬ 
tain  karanavans  and  karauavattis  being  removed  from  office.  There 
is  also  the  possibility  of  some  of  them  abdicating  their  office.  I  will 
take  the  instance  of  a  particular  tanoad  consisting  of  two  major  females 
and  three  minor male  children.  In  such  a  case,  the  senior  female  adult 
member  would  be  the'  karanavatti.  And  if  she  is  removed  from 
karanavasthanam  at  the  instance  of  the  next  adult  senior  member,,  she 
would  at  once  sink  down  to  the.  level  of  a  junior  member  and  the. 
second  female  would  become  the. karanavatti.  Suppose,  after  the  second 
female  member  becomes  karanavatti,  .one  of  the  males  attains  ma¬ 
jority  and  becomes  the  karanavan.  In  such  a  contingency  who  is  the 
senior  anandaravan?  According  to  the  definition,  the  deposed  karana- 
vatti  would  be  the  senior  anandaravan.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  agree 
to  a  provision  which  would  recognise  the  deposed  karanavan  as  senior 
anandaravan.  The  function  of  the  senior  anandaravan  under  the 
various  clauses  of  this  particular  Bill  creates  certain  presumptions. 
He  is,  as  it  were,  the  man  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  tanoad 
and  his  junction  raises  the  presumption  that  it  is  in  the  interests'  of - 
the  tanoad  that  a  particular  transaction  has  been  entered  into.  Such-; 
being  the  case,  to  call  a  deposed  karnav an  a  senior  anandaravan  would 
be  wholly  a  dangerous  position.  In  view  of  that  fact,  I  would  propose 
the  amendment,  which  unfortunately  has  got  one  small  clerical  error 
in  the  matter  of  the  omission  of  the  expression  “major”.  With  the 
permission  of  the- President,  I  would  add  that  the  amendment  be  treat¬ 
ed.  as  “Senior  anandaravan  means  the  major  anandara  van  who  for  ike 
time  being  is  the  next  in  the  order  of  succession  to  ■karcenkvastJumain 
■in  the  tanoad",  I  would  recommend  this  definition.  In  fact  it  is  the 
senior  anandaravan  that  has  to  succeed  to  the  karanavan’s  office.  The 
deposed  karanavan  and  karanavatti  may  be  so  placed  in  the  order  of 
succession  to  karanavasthanam  that  they  will  have  to  be  perpetually 
treated  as  junior  members  So  I  am  moving  this  definition  as  a  sub* 
fctitute  for  the  existing  definition. 
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[Mr.  V.  Bubba  Aiyar.] 

Mil.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Jlaiu/ad  cum  Vantr) :  I  beg  to 
second  the  amendment. 

'  Mb.  K.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Timval/a) :  I  oppose  the 
amendment.  I  think  the  existing  definition  is  sufficiently  wide.  This 
is  not  a  new  definition.  Tt  is  in  the  Nayar  Eegulation,  I  of  1088.  '  No 
serious  inconvenience  has  been  felt  on  account  of  it  and  it  is  now 
merely  transcribed  from  that  Eegulation  and  no  amendment  has  been 
made  in  it.  Although  Mr.  .P.  If.  Narayana  .Pillai ’s  amendment  is  equal¬ 
ly  .good,  I  do  not  think  any  change  need  be  made  in  it.  as  it  has  boon 
existing  for  a  long  time  and  as  the  name  definition  is  found  in  the 
Lzhava  Eegulation  also.  I  therefore  oppose  the  amendment. 

_  T-  K-  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Ncditmanyud) : 

Mr.  Ptu’smesvaran  Pillai  nays  that  the  existing ■  definition  and  MY.  Na~  - 
.  rayana  Pillai’s  definition  are  equally  good.  It  is  not  his  case  that  the 
adoption  of  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai’s  amendment  would  work  any  kind 
of  harm.  We  have  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  Mr.  Narayana 
-  Pillai  has  clearly;  pointed  out  certain  defects.  We  need  not  leave  it  to  tbe 
courts  to  construe  the  Section  at  the  time  disputes  are  raised;  and  vvhon 
the  matter  has  been  placed  before  us,  we  should  accept  Mr.  Narayana 
Pillai  s  amendment,  especially  because  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has 
admitted  that  it  does  not  prejudice  the  case.  In  subsequent  Sections 
of  the  Bill,  it  wdl  be  found  that  the  association  of  the  senior  anandara- 
van  with  the  karanavan  is  necessary  for  certain  purposes  and  that  tbe 
courts  have  to  construe  that  section.  It  is  better  that  the  law  is  laid 
down  explicitly.  I  may  once  more  mention  that  Mr.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai,  the  learned  mover,  has  not  said  that  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai’s 
amendment  changes  the  meaning.  In  the  light  of  that  admission,  I 
would  press  the  amendment  for  the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
House* 

_  .  J'  J2B?TA  Head  Sirknr  Vakk ):  Ido 

not  think  that  Mr.  Narayana ,  Pillai’s  amendment  is  only  a  verbal  amend, 
ment.  It. goes  to  the  root  of  the.  whale  thing.  According  to  him,  if  a 
karanavan  1S  removed  he  has-no  right  to  he  even  the  senior  anamW 
van,  but  he  becomes  the  juniormost  anandaravan.  I  do  not  think  that 
any  court  has- .  gone  to  that  extent,  namely,  that,  if  a  karanavan  is 
deposed,  ho  ceases  to  hold  the  position  of  even  a  senior  anandaravan. 
That  being  the  case  I  have  very  strong  objection  to  accepting  the 
amendment  as  it  has  been  moved  by  Mr.  P.  JL  Narayana  Piliab  In 
the  instance  suggested  by  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai.  the  mies- 
tion  may  arise  as  to  who  is  to  become  the  senior  anandaravan  of 
a  taiwad  m  which  all  the.  male  members  are  minors,  of  whom  one 
becomes  a  major.  In  such  a  case,  such  a  minor  male  member  becomes 
the  karanavan  as  soon  as  he  becomes  a  majos  Tlfe  woman  who 
Happens  to  oe  the  karanavan  ceases  to  be  the  karanavan  as  soon  as  anv 

SZZl*  membU1'  becoTS  »  oaJy  ^  absence  of  minor 

males  that  a  woman  can  become  tbe  ka^miyM,  auffithafc  only  for  the 


the  karanavan  as  soon  as  ] 
happens  to  oe  the  karauavi: 
minor  male  member  become 
males  that  a  woman  can  be 
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time  being.  Further,  in  all  these  cases,  as  Mr.  K.  Paramesvai-an  Pillai 
indicated,  any  slight  change  in  the  wording  will  make,  at  any  rate, 
the  courts  believe  that  a  serious  change  has  been  made  and  they  wordd 
be  rather  troubled  much  to  find  out  what  exactly  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  was,  since  it  would  not  be  possible  to  read  the  proceedings 
oi'  the  Council  in  courts.  It  is  the  recognised  principle  that  in  similar 
enactments  the  same  wording  should  be  used  and  the  wording  in  the 
Bill  has  been  accepted  in  the  Ezhava  Bill.  It  would  be  the  better  and 
the  safer  course  not  to  change  the  wording  as  far  as  possible.  In 
view  of  these  facts,  I  believe  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  will  be  inclined 
to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI (Ambalapueha) :  Sir,  the  learned 
mover  observes  that  my  definition  is  as  good  as  the  existing  definition. 

I  pointed  out  certain  difficulties  to  which  he  had  nothing  to  say.  The 
difficulties,  therefore,  remain  unanswered.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  attempted 
to  answer  a  portion  of  it  -without  understanding  the  point  that  I  raised. 

•  I  did  not  raise  the  question  as  to  how  a  karanavan  is  to  be  selected  in  a 
tarwad  where  there  are  minor  male  members  as  well  as  female  mem- , 
bers.  That  I  can  answer  easily.  The  question  that  I  raised  related  to 
the  position  of  the  senior  anandaravan  in  a  family  consisting  of  major 
female  members  one  of  whom  happened  to  be  deposed  from  karanava- 
sthanain.  It  is  with  respect  to  that  that  I  put  forward  an  illustration. 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  avoided  that  portion  of  tire  matter  and  found  fault' with 
my  amendment.  He  seems  to  think  that  a  karanavan  deposed  from 
karanavasthanam  must  be  the  senior  anandaravan  in  the  tarwad. 
That,  practically,  is  the  position  he  adopted.  But,  unfortunately,  the 
existing  definition  itself  is  against  that  position.  It  says  that  it  is  the 
anandaravan  next  in  age  to  the  karanavan  that  would  be  the  senior 
anandaravan.  Therefore,  the  deposed  karanavan  cannot  be  the  senior 
.anandaravan.  I.  only  pointed  out  a  case  of  a  tarwad  consisting  of 
female  members  of  whom  the  karanavatti  happens  to  be  removed  from 
karanavasthanam.  In  such  a  case,  the  deposed  karanavatti  becoming 
the  senior  anandaraval,  I  said,  would  be  unwelcome.  Therefore,  the 
existing  definition  itself  is  in  favour  of  the  view  that  I  take,  'viz.,  that  a 
deposed  karanavan  must  never  be  the  senior  anandaravan. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  May  I 
draw  the  attention  of  Mr.  P.  K  Narayana  Pillai  to  the  definition  of.  the 
term  anandaravan?  It  is  clearly  stated  that  there  could  be  only  one  kara- 
navau  and  that  all  the  members  except  the  karanavan  are  anandaravars. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha)  :  That ’is  true.’ 
But  I  speak  only  so  far  as  the  definition  of  senior  anandaravan  is  con¬ 
cerned.  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  lo  the  exist¬ 
ing  definition  which  saya  "next  in  age  to  the  karanavan  ’.  I  am  only 
at  the  definition  of  the  senior  anandaravan  now.  Therefore,  even  the 
existing  definition  reeognises  the  impossibility  of  a.  removed  karanavan 
being  the  senior  anandaravan.  Such  being  the  ease,  my  attempt 
to  assimilate  the  position  of  a  deposed  karanavan  to  that  of  the 
Vo!.  IV.  No.  II.  ‘  ■ 


860 


TEAVANC'OEE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 


[7th  June  1924. 


[Mr.  V.  Subba  Aiyar.] 

juniormost  member  of  the  tarwud  is  not  in  correct.  The  .Legislature 
'itself  has  done  that.  I  only  wanted  to  avoid  another  contingency  in  which 
a  removed  karanavan  becomes  the  senior  anandaravan.  It  is  only  for 
that  that  I  brought  forward  the  amendment.  Therefore,  I  am  sorry 
that  I  cannot  give  way  to  the  opposition  raised. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  shall  put  the  amendment  as  corrected,  •/.  • 

with  the  word ‘major’  inserted  before  ‘anandaravan’.  The  amend¬ 
ment  is : — 

“Substitute  the  falloioiiuj  for  the  definition  <f  ‘senior  anandaravan’ 
in  Glaue  2  (!J)  '• 

‘Senior  ananduraran  means  the  major  anandammm  mho, 

for  the  time  being,  is  the  next  in  the  order  of  succession  to  karamra- 
sthanam  in  the  tar  wad’. 

The  amendment  was  put  and  carried,  P.)  voting  for  and  8  against. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved: — 

Me.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum ) :  Sub-clause  (9) .  Delete  and 
substitute  the  following  : — 

aiiamhiv’avans  and,  in  the  absence  of  such  amimlaruvuii,  111",  soiiinr  major  female  unions 
the  anaudaravura.  ” 

Mb.  V.  Kunjukeishna  Pillai  ( Ghirayinkil ) :  Sub-clause  (9). 
Add  the  following  explanation : — 

“  Explanation. — A  deposed  kanmavan  will  ceme  under  t  his  deliml.inn.  " 

Mb.  M.  E.  Madhava  Vaeiae  (Ghengannur  cum  Patltuuim-tiUa)f 
Sub-clause  (9).  Add  the  following  proviso: — 

“Provided  that  a  karanavan  removed  from  karanavasthanam  shall  he.  considered 
.  as  a  senior  anandaravan  in  preference  to  the  major  male,  anandaravan  next  in  age.  (o  the 
karanavan." 

MB.  N.  RAMAKRISriNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur)  : 
Sir,  my  amendment  is  only  a  consequential  amendment.  It  may  bo 
taken  as  part  of  Section  46,  It  is  consequential  upon  Section  46  being 
deleted  or  not. 

'  PRESIDENT:  That  may  bo.  But  do  you  move  this  or  not'^ 

Mb.  N.  EAMAIvRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  h!ttmianiir) : 
The  expression  ‘  prescribed  ’  occurs  only  in  Section  46.  If  Section  45  is 
accepted,  of  course,  the  definition  should  stand.  It  it  is  deleted,  (his 
definition  should  go.  So  it  is  consequential  upon  Section  45  being 
accepted  or  not.  It  may  be  postponed  till  the  discussion  of  Section  4b. 
I  have  no  objection  to  move  it  even  now. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additionul  Head  Sirkar  V  ukit) :  It  will 
be  better  to  move  it  later  on. 
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PRESIDENT  :  Then  it  may  stand  over. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum •) :  Sir,  I  move  that  the  fol¬ 
lowing  bo  added  as  snb-clause  (12): — 

“Separate  property  is  properly  obtained  ly  gift,  bequest,  inheritance 
or  on  partition  from,  tarwad  properties  and  includes  the  property  obtained 
on  partition  of  tarwad -proper  ties  by  a  female." 

The  words  ‘  separate  property  ’  have  not  been  defined  in  this  Bill ; 
but  the  words  occur  very  many  times  in  the  body  of  the  Bill.  According 
to  the  existing  law,  property  obtained  by  a  Nayar  woman  on  partition 
of  tarwad  property  is  still  lanoad  property.  In  the  case  of  the  woman, 
when  she  begets  children,  as  that  law  is  not  specifically  repealed  by  any 
provision  of  the  Bill,  the  old  law  has  to  be  presumed  to  exist  even  ac¬ 
cording  lo  the  present  Bill.  Thertfls  great  difference  between  a  male’s 
share  in  partition  and  a  female’s  share  in  partition.  The  male  gets 
•  absolute  right  over  such  property,  but  the  female  has  no  such  right  over- 
such  property.  If  they  get  children,  the  property  becomes  vested  in 
the  children  and  not  in  them.  I  think  that  they  must  be  made  equal  in 
this  matter.  Therefore,  I  want  to  define  ‘  separate  property  ’  in  such  a 
way  as  to  include  property  obtained  by  a  Nayar  woman  on  partition  also. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalap.w’.ha .)  :  I  beg  to 
second  it. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  Sir,  I  oppose 
the  amendment,  because  I  do  not  think  any  definition  of  1  separate  pro¬ 
perty  ’  is  required,  since  the  expression  is  itself  sufficiently  clear.  In  my 
humble  opinion,  what  a  woman  gets  on  partition  of  tarwacl  property 
can  be  her  separate  property  if  she  has  no  children.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  expression  ‘  separate  property  ’ "  is  not  sufficiently  clear  to 
mean  that  what  a  woman  gets  as  her  share  on  the  partition  of  the  tar¬ 
wad  property  will  not  be  her  separate  property,  even  then  I  would  like 
to  leave  it  there,  because,  even  without  a  definition  of  ‘  property  ’,  the 
result  will  be  that  what  a  woman  gets  on  partition  of  tarwad  property 
would  be  generally  the  property  of  herself  and  her  children  to  be  subse-. 
quently  born  and  not  separate  property.  Anything  further  I  do  not « 
wish  and,  therefore,  I  oppose  this  amendment  and  leave-  the  expression 
to  be  understood  in  its  natural  sense. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  I  ,  have  nothing  more  to 
say  by  way  of  reply.  I  have  said  what  I  had  to  say. 

PRESIDENT  :  Do  you  wish  to  withdraw  your  amendment  ? 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) ;  No,  I  do  not  withdraw! 

PRESIDENT:  You  want' to  press  it  to  a  division  ? 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  '.  Yes. 

The  amendment  was  then  put  to  the  vote  and  lost,  5  voting  /brand 
11  against. 

PRESIDENT  ;  Clause  2  can  be  finally  incorporated  in  the  Bill 
after  Mr.  R'amakrishna  Pillai’s  amendment  is  disposer?  of. 
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Clauses, 

The  following  amendment  was  not  moved : . 

Mb.  A.  Govinda  Menon  ( Alcmgai  cum  Pamir):  Add  the 
following  proviso  also : — 

•  Provided  that  every  marriage  shall  In  registered  in  accordance  with  such  rules  ns 
may  ha  prescribed  by  the  Government  in  that  behalf;  mid  provided  also  tlint  the  Govern¬ 
ment  shall  have  power,  in  proscribing  such  rules,  to  proscribe  such  ponnltios  as  they 
inny  deem  lit  for  their  enforcement.” 

Mu.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  Umbalapushfi :  At  the  end  of 
the  last  paragraph,  I  propose  an  amendment.  As  it  stands,  the  .Bill 
says  that,  in  the  case  of  marriage  between  parties  one  of  whom  happens 
to  be  a  minor,  unless  it  is  performed  with  the  .consent  of  the  guardian, 
it  will  be  invalid.  This  is  how  the  proviso  now  runs 

“Provided  that  in  conjugal  unions  so  solemnised  after  the  date  on  which  ih-gula- 
tionl  of  1088  came  into  force,  in  the  case  of  a  male  who  has  not  completed  18  years  of 
age,  or  of  a  female  wile  has  not  completed  1C  years  of  age,  such  conjugal  Union  shall  not 
be  deefired  to  be.  a  valid  marriage  unless  it  took  place  or  takes  place  with  tho  consent  of 
his’or  her  legal  guardian." 

Without  the  consent  of  the  legal  guardian  of  any  person  who  is  a 
male  and  who  happens  to  be  under  18  years  of  age,  or  of  a  female 
who  happens  to  be  under  16  years  of  age,  if  any  marriage 
takes  place,  it  may  be  contended  at  any  time  after  the  wife  has  given 
birth  to  a  number  of  children  and  perhaps  when  tho  husband  and  wife 
happen  to  be  60  and  50  years  old  respectively,  that  their  conjugal  union 
is  invalid,  because  the  marriage  has  not  taken  place  with  the 
consent  of  the  legal  guardian;  and  if  it  is  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  a 
court  of  law  that  there  has  not  been  the  consent  of  the  legal  guardian  to 
such  marriage,  all  the  children  would  be  sufferers  so  far  as  their  inherit¬ 
ance  is  concerned  and  they  would  be  stamped  bastards.  The  husband 
and  wife  will  not  have  any  rights  against  each  other  and  alt  manner  of 
difficulties  not  now  contemplated  would  spring  up  from  such  a  situation. 
,It  is  also  a  very  bad  policy  that  such  a  marriage,  which  has  been  continu¬ 
ing  for  a  number  of  years  after  the  husband  and  the  wife  have  attained 
1 8  and  16  years  of  age  respectively,  must  be  invalidated  simply  because  it 
has  been  found  that  there  was  not  originally  the  consent  of  the 
legal  guardian  at  the  time  of  the  marriage.  Why  nert  take  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  their  conjugal  union  after  the  attainment  of  their  majority  iis  a 
ratification  of  the  marriage,  thereby  validating  the  marriage  V  It  is  with 
that  .object  that  I  propose  the  following  addition  : — 

“  Or  unless  such  conjugal  union  is  adopted  and  continued  after  the 
attainment  of  IS  or  16  years  of  age,  as  the  case  may  he,  by  the  parts  or 
parties  eoncerned.”  ' 

Another  consideration  that  I  bring  forward  in  respect  of  the  amend¬ 
ment  is  that,  if  the  marriage  is  adopted  and  continued  by  the  parties  after 
the  attainment  of  18  and  16  years  of  age  respectively,  as  the  ca  :e  may  be, 
such  marriage  .should  .be  .viewed  as  valid.  It  is  with  that  object  that  X 
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propose  the  amendment  and  I  recommend  it  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
House. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAB  (Chengannur  eum  Pa-ttanam- 
titta)  ••  I  second  it. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( TiruvaUa ):  I  am  not 
satisfied  that  the  danger  pointed  out  is  very  serious  in  as  much  as  there 
is  a  strong  presumption  of  lavy  in  the  case  of  persons  living  together  as 
husband  and  wife,  in  favour  of  their  marital  relationship.  Nevertheless, 

I  have  no  objection  to  accept  the  principle  of  this  amendment,  provided 
its  wording  is  slightly  altered.  I  would  put  it  thus : — 

“  Unless  such  conjugal  union  is  ratilhdby  Conduct;  after aUu'ming  18  nnd  1C  yews 
of  ago,  as  the' case  may  ho,  by  the  party  or  parties  eouaornod.” 

M11..P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( AmbalnpuxJia ) :  There  is  only 
the  question  of  language  surviving  in  that  matter.  My  friend  objects 
.to  the  use  of  the  expression  ‘adopted.’  I  purposely  used  it,  because, 
after  attaining  18  and  16  years  of  age,  the  parties  themselves  are  able 
to  give  their  own  consent  so  far  as  the  marriage  is  concerned.  If  they 
adopt  the  marriage  which  was  entered  into  before  the  attainment  of  18 
and  16  years  of  age,  as  the  case  may  be,  their  adoption  of  such  a  marri¬ 
age  after  attainment  of  18  or  16  years  of  age  is  the  same  as  ratification. 
If  my  friend  thinks  that  there  is  some  distinct  advantage  in  the  yword 
‘  ratified — ’ 

PRESIDENT :  ‘  Ratified  by  conduct  ’ — that  is  what  he  wants. 

Mb.  P.  JK.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambal'ipueha)  :  ;  I  would  object . 
to  that.  What  should  he  the  length  of  conduct  in  order  that  it  might 
amount  to  ratification  would  be  another  question.  So  I  would  submit 
that  ‘  adopted  and  continued  ’  or  ‘  accepted  and  continued  ’  would  do. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  would  put  the  amendment  in  the  form  in  which 
it  has  been  moved. 

The  amendment  -was  put  and  carried. 

Mb.  0.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilou )  :  The  first  part  of  my 
amendment  I  do  not  press,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  most  of  the  Nayar 
members  do  not  consider  it  necessary. 

PRESIDENT  ;  You  need  not  give  any  reasons.  Are  you  moving 
it  or  not  ? 

Mb.  G.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilou)  :  No,  I  do  not  move  the 
first  part  via.,  the  following : — 

“  Delate  tliii  proviso  nod  add  as  Clause  3  («)  the  following  ; 

Thu  ago  for  marriage  shall  bo  18  years  oomploto  for  females  and  25  yearn  complete 
for  males. 

I  move  the  alternative  amendment  1 rig.,  that  the  following  be  added 
at  the  end  of  the  proviso 

“  Such  consent  shall  be  recorded  in  the  form  in-escribed-  before  the 
Registrar  of  Assurances  within,  whose  jurisdiction  the  marriage  takes 
-  place  within  one  month  from  the  date  of  marriage.  Parties  so  failing . 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine  of  Rs.  50,  and  in -default  of  payment  of  fine, 
to  simple  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  mouth.” 


864  IRAVAECORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.  _  [7tll  JUNE  1924, 

[President.] 

The  object  of  the 'amendment  is  the  same  as  that  stated  by  Mr.  P. 
K.  Narayana  Pillai.  Under  the  Section  as  it  is  worded  at  present,  if 
the  parties  to  a  marriage  were  minors  at  the  time  of  the  marriage,  there 
ought  to  be  the  consent  of  the  guardian,  and  if  there  was  no  such  consent 
the  marriage  would  be  absolutely  void  and  not  merely  voidable.  Mr.  P. 
K.  Narayana  Pillai’s  amendment  does  not  meet  all  the  contingencies 
and  difficulties  that  might  be  created  by  the  Section.  A  marriage  may 
be  performed  when  the  bride  is  18  or  .14  years  old  and  she  may  have, 
children  when  she  is  15.  Probably,  the  husband  may  die  soon  after,  and 
the  inheritance  may  be  the  point  at  issue.  Then  the  consent  of  the  guar¬ 
dians  to  the  marriage  might  be  questioned.  Even  the  parents  might 
have  died.  In  such  a  case,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  prove  the  consent. 
No  doubt  I  am  aware  that  the  existing  provision  has  been  adopted  from 
Regulation  I  of  1088.  Difficulties  hereafter  will  be  greater,  for  the 
children  succeed  to  the  whole  of  the  property  of  the  father.  Therefore, 
there  will  be  disputes,  with  regard  to  the  inheritance,  about  the  fast  am 
and  the  consent  of  the  marriage.  I  think,  therefore,  that  there  should 
be  some  public  record  of  consent.  I  do  not  find  any  practical  difficulty 
or  objection  in  having  a  record  of  such  consent.  If  it  is  the  consent  of 
the  parties  to  the  marriage,  there  may  be  some  objections  to  the  parties 
going  to  the  public  office  for  recording  their  consent.  But,  if  it  is  the 
consent  of  the  guardian,  I  do  not  find  any  practical  objection  in  record¬ 
ing  the  consent  in  some  public  office.  Therefore,.  I  move  this  amend¬ 
ment  that  the  consent  of  the  guardian  must  be  recorded. 

Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  {MuvcUkam  cum  Kartikapalli }  : 
Will  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  illustrate  tiro  position It  is  stated  “parties 
so  failing’’.  By  ‘parties’  whom,  does  he  mean,  and ‘failing’  in  doing 
what  ?  Does  he  mean  the  guardians  or  tfie  parties  to  the  marriage  ? 

Mr.  0.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon ) :  It  is  not  the  guardian 
only  that  is  meant.  One  party  may  be  an  adult.  The  bridegroom 
may  be  of  adult  age.  In  such  a  case  it  refers  to  the  adult  party  of  the 
marriage  also. 

Mr,  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  {Mavclikam,  cum  KurlikapulU) : 
Failing  to  do  what  ? 

Mr,  0.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon ) :  Failing  to  record  the 
consent. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikam enm  Kartikapalli)  :  The 
act  of  recording  the  consent  has  to  be  done  by  the  recording  officer,  us 
the  amendment  goes. 

-Mr.  0.  SANKARA  MENON  {Quilon):  It  refers  to  the  parties 
who  are. to  record. 

PRESIDENT :  What  you  mean  is  “  failing  to  have  the  consent 
recorded.”  Whether  the  word  1  parties  ’  applies  to  the  guardian  or  to " 
the  parties  to  the  marriage  is  not  clear. 
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Kao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISTINA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (.Deputy 
president)  :  The  amendment  really,  Bir,  consists  of  two  parts. 

PRESIDENT  :  The  first  part  has  not  been  moved. 

Eao  Bahadur  K.A.  KRISTINA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  ( Deputy 
President) :  The  particular  amendment  itself  consists  of  two  parts. 

PRESIDENT  :  The  amendment  has  not  been  seconded. 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  ( Deputy 
President).  I  wish  to  second  it  so  far  as  the  first  part  is  concerned,  if 
my  friend  is  willing  to  withdraw  the  second  part. 

PRESIDENT :  As  it  stands,  are  you  prepared  to  second  it  '> 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  No. 

Mu.  N.  PADMANARI-IA  PILLAi  ( KarunagapaHi ) :  I  second  it. 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANG  AR  (Nominated)  ( Deputy 
President)  :  The  amendmend  really  consists  ol'  two  parts.  The  first 
part  relates  to  the  recording  of  the  consent  before  the  Registrar  of 
Assurances  The  second  part  fixes  a  penalty  for  failure  to  discharge 
that  duty.  The  first  part  of:  it  seems  to  be  necessary,  because,  according 
to  the  proviso,  which  has  been  already  accepted  by  the  House,  no  mar¬ 
riage  between  minors  noj  assented  to  by  their  guardians  is  valid.  The 
House  has  practically  committed  itself  to  that  view. 

PRESIDENT :  And  not  ratified  by  the  party  by  their  conduct 
after  the  attainment  of  18  or  16  years  of  age,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Kao  Bahadur  K  A  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President) :  The  ratification,  if  the  couple  live  fairly  long 
after  attaining  majority,  would  be  very  satisfactorily  proved  by  their 
course  of  conduct.  But  supposing  one  of  them  dies  before  attaining 
the  age  of  18  or  1(5,  a  difficulty  will  arise.  In  such  circumstances;  the 
only  way  in  which  such  a  marriage  could  be  proved  to  have  been  a  valid 
marriage  would  be  to  prove  the  consent  of  the  guardian  at  the  time  .of 
the  marriage  itself.  Very  satisfactory  record  contemporaneous  with  the 
marriage  or  very  soon  after  the  performance  of  the  marriage  will  go  a 
very  long  way  to  settle  the  question  conclusively  much  better  than 
oral  evidence.  My  friends  may  say  that,  in  the  general  scheme  of 
marriage  contemplated  by  the  Regulation,  no  documentary  evidence  is 
contemplated. 

The  consequences  would  be  serious  if  a  marriage  should  be  declared 
invalid  because  the  parties  arc  not  able  to  prove  consent  as  a  matter  of 
fact  when  the  guardian  has  assented.  If  there  was  evidence  available, 
the  law  should  make  it  obligatory  oil.  the  guardian  concerned  to  register 
his  assent  before  some  prescribed  authority.  The  difficulties  anticipated 
now  will  be  avoided  and  all  facilities  will  bo  available  for  establishing, 
not  merely  the  factum  of  the  marriage,  but  the  assent  of  the  guardian 
which  is 'more  important.  Bo,  in  that  view,  I  mu  for  supporting  the  first 
part.  The  other  ought, to  come  in  as  a  more  comprehensive  section 
under  rules  framed  by  Government,  because  this  is  not  the  only  offence 
"for  which  penalties  have  to  be  prescribed  later  on. 
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[Mr.  T,  K.  Velu  Pillai.] 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Muvdikara  cum.  KartUlapalli) : 
I  fear  the  difficulty  is  not  obviated  by  accepting  the  first  portion  alone 
and  by  rejecting  the  second  portion  of  the  provision.  The  first  portion 
runs  like  this ; 

“Siioli  oonsont  shall  ho  rdoordod  in  tho  J'nnn  prosorilicd  tor  I, ho  piirpcwo liofore  tho 
■Registrar  of  AsHuranoos  within  whoso  jiirisiHotion  llio  man  lago  takes  plaeo  within  ono 
mouth  from  tho  date  of  marriage.” 

It  has  not  been  made  obligatory  upon  the  guardians  to  go  and.  give 
their  consent  before  the  Registrar  of  Assurances.  In  the  absence  of  the 
guardians  going  within  the  prescribed  period  and  recording  their  consent, 
the  only  presumption  that  follows  is  that  their  consent  has  not  been  given. 
So,  in  order  to  retain  the  sense  of  it,  there  must  be  a  clause  making  it 
obligatory  upon  the  guardians  to  give  or  to  record  their  consent  within 
a  stated  time.  As  regards  the  second  clause,  it  has  to  bo  deleted  in  any 
ease. 

Even  after  it  has  been  made  obligatory  upon  tho  guardians,  if 
they  do  not  go  and  record  their  consent,  they  cannot  be  punished,  for. 
they  may  come  forward  and  say  :  “We  do  not  intend  to  give  consent 
and,  therefore  we  did  not  have  the  consent  recorded.”  That  certainly 
is  too  much;  so,  I  would  oppose  the  whole  of  the  proviso  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  NodwniMii/ad) :  I 
oppose  the  amendment.  The  factum  of  marriage  between  Nayars  is 
not  more  difficult  to  prove  than  marriage  among  other  communities. 
Section  3  requires  that  the  marriage  of  Nayars  should  be  openly  solem¬ 
nised  by  the  presentation  of  cloth.  That  can  be  easily  proved.  And 
when  it  could  be  proved,  it  is  also  easy  to  prove  the  consent  of  the 
guardian  if,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a  guardian  has  given  his  consent. 
Without  tho  consent  of  the  guardian  it  is  impossible  for  any  young 
person  to  openly  solemnise  the  marriage.  My  learned  friend,  Mr.  San¬ 
kara  Menon  said  that,  in-  ease  one  of  the  parties  to  a  marriage 
died  during  minority  tho  inheritance  of  the  children  might  suffer 
because  the  marriage  would  not  he  valid.  But  there  is  tho  case  of 
the  woman  dying  before  she .  attains  her  majority  after  giving  birth 
to  children.  Let  us  also  take  the  case  of  girls  having  no  guardians. 
Therefore  the  Section  is  not  wide  enough  to  provide  for  all  these  cases. 
It  is  only  a  partial  solution  that  my  friend  would  propose  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  those  poor  minors  who,  for  some  reason  or  other,  enter  into 
marriages  without  their  guardians’  consent. 

No  doubt,  registration  of  consent  before  a  Registrar  of  Assurances 
is  ono  of  the  wavs  of  proving  consent.  But  as  wo  know  often,  registra¬ 
tion  is  not  ipso  faeto  a  concluding  proof,  because  there  may  be  ques¬ 
tions  ol'  personation,  and  there  may  be  questions  of  undue  influence  or 
mistake.  All  these  chances  have  to  be  reckoned  with.  Ho  I  fail  to  sec 
how  any  party  would  be  benefited  by  recording  the  consent  before  the  . 
Registrar  of  Assurances.  Sir,  I  attach  a  good  deal  of  weight  to  the 
circumstance  th.at  though  Nayars  wore  inexistence  on  the  face  of  tho 
globe  for  hundreds  and  even  thousands  of  years  and  although  children 
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have  been  born  and  have  grown  up  well  and  died — and  this  has  been 
going  on  from  generation  to  generation— there  has  not  been  any  diffi¬ 
culty  because  marriages  here  are  not  registered.  4 

Our  law  is  the  same  as  that  prevailing  among  other  important 
communities, 

Bao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  ( Nominated)  ( Deputy 
President ):  May  I  ask  my  friend  whether  a  marriage  under  the  Hindu 
law  or  Christian  law  once  effected  does  not  become  invalid  because  of  the 
minority  of  the  party  concerned  and  state  that  Regulation  I  of  1.088 
actually  contemplates  the  declaration  of  these  marriages  as  invalid  '? 

Mb.  T,  K.  VELU  FILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) :  I 
am  aware  of  that  certainly.  My  explanation  is  this.  Even  though  there 
is  no  consent,  when  the  parties  were  not  majors  at  the  time  of  tho 
marriage  and  even, though  there  was  no  guardian  to  give  his  consent, 
still  by  open  conduct  and  by  open  ratification  the  marriage  between 
'minors  might  be  validated.  Therefore  the  question  of  invalidity  of  mar¬ 
riage  does  not  arise  in  the  light  of  the  amendment  that  this  Council  has 
to  accept.  Moreover  it  is  enough  to  prove  the  factum  of  marriage  by 
oral  evidence  if  the  fact  of  the  marriage  is  ever  called  into  question. 

I  am  not  at  all  in  favour  of  stigmatising  the  Nayar  community  as  regards  • 
the  way  in- which  the  Nayar  marriages  are  conducted.  It  is  a  matter 
of  prestige  and  our.  usages  do  sanction  this  by  long  custom.  For  these 
reasons,  I  oppose,  the  amendment.  , 

Mr.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Tirmalla ) :  Sir,  I  object 
to  this  provision.  The  provision  is  for  a  kind  of  registration  of 
marriages  where  either  or  both  parties  to  a  marriage  are  minors. 
This  question  has  been  more  than  once  raised  in  this  Council  in 
connection  with  the  Ezhava  Bill  and  it  has  been  objected  to  very 
strongly.  Now  this  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  dangerous  Section  if 
it  is  put  into  practice-  If  such  a  provision  should  find  a  place  in  the  Bill 
the  people  in  the  mofussil  and  in  far  off  places  may  be  ignorant  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  provision  and  they  may  not  give  information  to  the 
required  authority  or  record  their  consent.  Supposing  there  are  several 
cases  in  which  such  information  is  not  given  to  the  required  authority 
and  such  marriages  are  questioned  in  courts  of  law,  but  no  record  was 
made  that  the  consent  of  the  guardian  was  not  recorded  before  the  pro¬ 
per  authority,  that  fact  will  be  treated  as  a  very  strong  piece  of  evi¬ 
dence — in  fact  as  an  irrefutable  presumption  against  the  form  of  marri¬ 
age  itself.  So  it  appears  to  me  that  in  the  present  circumstance  of  the 
country  such  a  provision  will  lead  to  very  dangerous  consequences. 

In  regard  to  a  similar  provision  in  the  Cochin  Regulation,  my  friend 
Mr.  Sankara  Menon  himself  was  telling  me  that  the  rule  was  more 
honoured  in  the  breach  there  than  in  the  observance.  So  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  same  will  be  the  result  here  also.  When  the  factum  of  a 
marriage  is  questioned,  the  presumption  in  the  absence  of  such  records 
will  be  that  it  did  not  take  place.  It  is  therefore  that  I  submit  that  a 
provision  like  this  will  lead  to  dangerous  consequences.  For  these 
reasons,  I  strongly  oppose  the  amendment. 
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[President,]  ■ 

*  Me.  0.  SANKARA.  MBNON  (Quilon)  :  With  regard  to  the  first 
portion  of  the  amendment,  I  have  no  objection  to  accept- the  suggestion 
of  my  friend  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar.  It  is  not  the  question  of  the  faotum 
of  marriage  that  is  going  to  be  disputed  as  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  or 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  wants  us  to  understand.  But  it  is  a  question  of  consent 
which  will  have  to  be  proved.  Mr.  Yelu  Pillai  says  that,  when  a  marri¬ 
age  is  celebrated  openly,  there  ought  to  be  a  presumption  of  consent. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tn-oandmin-wia  Nedwnangad)  :  No, 

I  did  not  say  that.  What  I  said  was  that  marriages  were  openly  solem¬ 
nised.  In  cases  where  there  are  guardians,  their  consent  may  easily 
be  proved. 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MEN  ON  (Quilon) ;  I  know  of  several  cases  where 
there  had  been  conflict  of  opinion  between  the  karanavan  and  the  father.  b 
The  karanavan  •wanted  to  dispose  of  the  girl  to  a  particular  man  and 
the  father  wanted  to  dispose  of  her  to  another.  Now  the:  present.  Regu¬ 
lation  makes  it  a  duty  upon  the  guardian  to  give  the  consent.  The 
guardian  being  the  father,  in  the  absence  of  such  consent  the  marriage 
■will  be  absolutely  void  and  not  merely  voidable.  To  avoid  such  a  contin¬ 
gency,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  provision  such  as  tlie  one  I  suggest  will, 
meet  with  the  approval  of  the  House  as  I  do.  not  find  any  practical  difti- 
culty  in  the  working  of  the  same.  Even  now,  when  a  marriage  is  ar¬ 
ranged,  the  guardians  before  the  performance  of  the  ceremony  exohange 
letters..  Now  what  I  ask  the  House  is  only  to  legalise  the' system,,  so 
that  there  may  be  a  public  record  for  the  consent  of  the  marriage. 
Therefore  I  would  press  the  House  to  accept  this  amendment;  , 
PRESIDENT  :  What  about  the  second  part  ? 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  [Quilon) :  I  am  in  agreement  with 
Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  and  I  withdraw  the  second  part,  , 

PRESIDENT  :  The  amendment  may  be  split  up,  into  twt>  parts 
and  put  to  vote.  ,  s' 

Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  S  cum 
.  Kunnattm)  :  I,  oppose  the  splitting  of  the  amendment.  > 

PRESIDENT:  lean  split  it  up  and  put  it  to  the  vote  oil  the 
House.  I  am  afraid  that,  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  have!  to 
.  split  up  the  amendment.  I  shall  place  before  the  House  for  its  vote  Vihe 
first  part  of  the  amendment  which  runs  as  follows  : —  1 

“Such  consent  shall  be  recorded  in  the  form  prescribed  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  before  the-  Registrar  of '  Assurances  within  whosq  jurisdiction  ihe 
•marriage  takes  place  within  one  month  from  the  date  of  marriage  "  \ 

The  amendment  was  lost.  •  ^ 

PRESIDENT :  Now  I  think  the  House  will  have  no  difficulty  icn, 

,  permitting  the  mover  to  withdraw  the  latter  portion  of  the  amendmenct. 
The  latter  portion  was,  by  leave,  withdrawn.  , 
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Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Qidlon):  I  do  not,  move  the  follow¬ 
ing  two  amendments'as  they  are  consequential  upon  the  previous  amend¬ 
ment. 

Mb.  C.  Sankara  Menon  ( Quihn )  :  Line  8. 

Insert  “in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  that  (Regulation-  between  “date"  and 
.  “Bhall.” 

Mb.  C.  Sankara  Mbnon  {Qipilon)  :  Add  the  following  as  Clause  4 
and  renumber  the  subsequent  Clauses.accordingly,: — . 

11  No  nmrriago  shall  bo  doomed  void  or, invalid  by  reason  of  undor-aga  of  the  parties 
to  the  union  if  consummation  follows, ,  but  if  the  parties  or  any  of  thorn  aro  not 
minors  or  is  not  a  minor,  in  which  case,  the  guardian  or  guardians  and  all  those  who  aid 
and  abet  them  shall  bo  punished  with  a  fine  not  exceeding  Rs.  50  and  in  default  of  pay- 
mont  of  fine  with  simple  imprisonment  for  a  period  of  ono  month  ”. 

Clause  3,  as  amended,  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

,  Clausa  4 . 

Mr.  C.  SANK  ABA  MBNON  {Quihn) :  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  that 
the  following  be  added  at  the  end  of  Clause  4,  sub-clause  (i)  :  — 

“By  either  party  renouncing  Hinduism  or  becoming  an  outeaste  ”. 

Caste  is  a  peculiar  feature  of  Hinduism  and  renunciation  of 
Hinduism  entails  degradation  from  caste,  which  must  ipso  facto  dissolve 
marriage.  Under  the  Hindu  Law,  conversion  to  another  religion  entails 
forfeiture  of  rights  to  property  and, that  Is  the,  law .•  in  Travancore.  In 
4  T.  L.  R.  12,  it  has  been  held  as  follows  : 

“  It  is  undoubted:  law  that  as  .wall  under  the  Hindu  Law  as-  under,  tba  archaic  system 
,  of  that  law  prevailing  in  Malabar  and  Travancore,  degradation, from  caste  which  aoooin- 
panios  conversion  to  Christianity  or  Mahomedanism  ehtails  forfeiture  of  oivil  status 
•  and  deprives  him  of  hiB  capacity  to  inherit.  The  convert  is  no  longer  regarded  as  a 
member  of  or  coparcener  of  the  family  to  whioh  he  originally  belonged  and  his  conver¬ 
sion  operates  to  dissolve  an  far  as  he  is  concerned  the  tie  which  bound  the  family  to¬ 
gether 

Therefore  .when  a1  Hindu  becomes  a  convert  or  an  outeaste  the 
marriage  is  also  dissolved. 

Mr.  A,  HOQGEWERE  ( Nominated ):  May  I  know  whether  a 
Hindu  who  becomes  a  member  of  the  Brahmo  Samaj  ceases'  to  be  a 
Hindu  ? 

.  Mr.  C.  SANKARA  .MENON  -(Quilon)  i  If  Brahmo  Samaj  is 

different  from  Hinduism  he  forfeits  his  right. 

Mr.  A.  HOOG-EWERP  {Nominated):  Does  he  become  an  out¬ 
easte? 

■Mil  C.  BANKABA  MENON  {Qution)  :  ■  If  he  suffers  a  degradation, 
from  caste 

PRESIDENT :  That  does  not  arise  here.  That  is  a  separate 
.  question.. 

‘■Mr.  C.  SANKARA  .MBNON'  iQtdlon) :  Therefore,-  on  the  same 
.■principle  also,  !  say  that,  when  a:  person  becomes  an  outeaste,  he  loses 
his  rightS-and  so  the  marriage  alsornust'lDe  dissolved,  •  ;  ■ 
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[Mr.  A.  Hoogewerf.] 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  { Nominated ) :  When  does  a  person  be¬ 
come  an  outcaste  ? 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon) :  When  he  is  _  excommuni¬ 
cated  by  the  command  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  who  is  the 
social  and  the  spiritual  head  of  the  society. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated)  :  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  member  is  bringing  in  His  Highness’  name. 

PRESIDENT :  That’is  the  custom.  You  may  recognise  it  or 

not. 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon )  :  Yes,  that  is  the  custom. 
In  Section  5,  in  the  last  line  it  is  provided  that  “  except  where  such 
respondent  has  renounced  Hinduism  or  has  embraced  another  religion  ” 
no  compensation  need  be  paid  for  a  divorce.  There  may  be  such  cases - 
There  the  fact  of  conversion  or  embracing  another  religion  must  neces¬ 
sarily  dissolve  the  marriage. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  wish  to  know  whether 
caste  is  a  dogma  or  doctrine  of  Hinduism. 

.PRESIDENT  :  All  that  does  not  arise.' 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon ) :  It  must  apply  to  out- 
castes.  We  are  not  legislating  for  civil  marriages  in  the  Nayar  Bill. 
Therefore  these  things  cannot  be  sanctioned  by  a  Nayar  Regulation  for 
which  other  provisions  will  have  to  be  made.  Therefore  I  propose  that 
my  amendment  be  accepted. 

Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  (Karunagctjialli)  ;  I  second  it. 

Mb.  M,  R.  MADHAYA  YARIAR  (Chengannur  cum  Pattanam - 
titta ) ;  I  oppose  the  amendment.  I  think  according  to  Section  4  a 
marriage  can  be  dissolved  without  any  reason  for  the  same.  It  is  un¬ 
necessary  to  add  this  amendment  under  this  Section.  Moreover,  if  the 
amendment  is  added  to  this  section,  and  if  one  of  the  parties  to  a  marriage 
becomes  a  Buddist  or  a  $ikh  or  renounces  Hinduism  without  embracing 
any  other  religion,  the  marriage  must  ipso  facto  be  dissolved.  Then 
•  with  -  regard  to  the'  question  of  a  man  becoming  an  outcaste,  I  may 
say  that  the  tendency  at  present  is  towards  the  abolition  of  the  caste 
system.  Among  the  NayarS  there  were  certain  features  of  caste  some 
time  ago.  Now  these  features  are  being  gradually  obliterated.  So  if 
this  amendment  is  introduced  in  the  Nayar  Bill  and  interpreted  by 
courts,  I  think  caste  system  will  become  permanent  in  the  community. 
So  I  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  also  strongly  oppose  the 
motion:  I  think  the  amendment  to  Clause  5  is  bad  enough,  i.  e., 
“except  where  such  respondent  has  renounced  Hinduism  and  has  em¬ 
braced  another  religion.”  But  this,  which  makes  him  an  outmaste  also, 
takes  the  cake.  There,  only  religion  is  penalised,  but  here,  Mr.  Sankara 
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Menon  has  introduced  the  caste  also,  for  which  he  was  unable  to 
give  me  a  satisfactory  answer.  With  regard  to  this  amendment  and  the 
addition  made  by  my  friend  Mr.  Sankara  Menon,  I  propose  to  speak 
when  Mr.  Panjikaran’s  amendment  to  Clause  5  comes  before  the  Council 
for  discussion. 

Mb.  L.  K.  BAJA  EAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  ( Edamkai ) 
Sir,  I  would  accept  the  first  part  of  the  amendment  “by  either  party 
renouncing  Hinduism”.  But  the  second  part  I  do  not  accept.  Sir,  it  is 
very  difficult  to  define  the  term  “outcaste”  here. 

PRESIDENT  :  Nobody  would  settle  it  here.  It  has  got  to  be 
settled  elsewhere. 

Mb.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Edamkai): 
Unless  it  is  defined,  how  can  I  support  it?  ■ 

PRESIDENT:  It  has  to.be  established  before  a  proper  tribunal 
,  that  a  man  or  woman  has  become  an  outcaste. 

Mb.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Edamkai)  x 
Anyhow  I  would  not  support  the  second  part  but  .only  the  first. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  mm  Nedumangad):  I 
rise  to  support  the  first  part  of  the  amendment.  Mr.  Hoogewerf  in  his 
breadth  of  cosmopolitan  vision  has  objected  virtually  to  the  maint¬ 
enance  of  caste.  I  certainly  sympathise  with  him  and  respect  his 
feelings  as  a  Christian.  I  would  also  be  happy  to  recognise  the 
feelings  of  Mahomedans  when  they  say  that  there  should  not  be  any 
caste  system.  But  standing  here,  Sir,  as  a  Hindu— 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated) :  I  beg  to  explain.  I  did 
not  speak  exactly  in  the  capacity  of  a  Christian  at  all  here. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  ciun  Nedumangad) : 
I  did  not  hear. 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Hoogewerf  says  that  he  did  not  speak  as  a 
Christian  and  that  he  did  not  speak  of  Christianity  at  all. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad )! 
My  meaning  is  this — the  catholicity  of  a 'Christian  will  enable  him  to 
accept  that  view.  It  is  a  matter  for  praise.  I  suppose  Mr.  Hoogewerf 
is  satisfied.  Mr.  HoogeWerf  does  not  object  to  my  praising  him.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  think  that  the  caste  system,  whatever  its  .  demerits, 
may  have  to  be  maintained  unless,  I  think,  the  several  communities  in 
India  are  all  prepared  to  make  up  their  mind  that  they  would  violate 
the  principles  'of  caste.  It  has  been  evident,  Sir,  that  communities  are 
interested  in  seeing  differences  removed  between  themselves  and  others. 
But  with  all  the  talk  and  with  all  the  agitation— and  the  commendable 
agitation  I  would  say— we  do  not  find  even  the  so-called  advanced  Hindus 
being  prepared  to  abolish  caste.  If  any  one  belonging  to  a  higher  caste 
would  go  and  ask  for  the  daughter  of  a  Pulaya,  the  Pulaya  would  say: 
“Alright,  Tampuran,  I  cannot  give  my  daughter  in  marriage  to  you, 
because  I  shall  be  excommunicated”.  At  the  time  the  Ezhava  Bill  was 
Under  contemplation,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  Eazhavas  tried  to  dQ 
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away  withthe  caste  system,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  their  -  revered  guru 
is  in  favour  of  removing  the  evil,  still  we  find  that  marriages  are  validat¬ 
ed  hy  the  Ezhava  Regulation  only  if  between  an  Ezhava  male  and  an 
Ezhava  female.  A  Brahmin  will  certainly  not  consent  ,  to  a  marriage 
'  being  effected  between  a  Brahmin  woman  and  a  non-Brahmin  man. 
So  it  is  not  a  question  of  the  higher  castes  alone.  It  is  a  question  of  all 
'•the  castes  in  India.  It  may  be  wrong,  it  may  have  to  be  modified; — 
probably  time  will  modify  it;— but  so  long  as  all  of  us  are  to  recognise 
facts,  so  long  as  we  have  to  recognise  them  fully,  the  caste  system  will 
exist.  Even  the  Christian  religion  is  not  in  all  cases  a  bulwark  against 
caste.  .  ' 

Mb.’  A.  HOOGEWEBF  {Nominated)  :  Does  not  the  custom  exist 
in  Hinduism  itself  ?  Is  it  not  due  to  environments  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELC  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedu-mangad ) :  Sir,  ” 
if  Mr.  Hoogewerf  thinks  that  I  am  going  into  the  merits  of  the  Christian 
religion,  he  shall  be  disappointed.  I  have  got  the  -greatest  respect 
for  the  religion  of  Lord  Jesus.  I  shall  be  the  last  person  to  forget  the 
-benefits  that  Christianity  has  given  to  the  world.  I  am  only  referring 
to  the  circumstance  that  even  this  glorious  religion  is  not  a  bulwark 
against  caste.  So  far  as’  Travaneoreans  are  concerned,  the' better  classes 
of  Christians  observe  the  rules  of  caste  practically. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  are  dealing  with  conversion  and  not  with 
the  differences  in  the  same  religion, 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  {Shertallai) :  May  I  know  from 
Mr.  "VeluPillai  whether  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Christians  concerned  or 
whether  it  is  the  fault  of  the  religion  ? 

PRESIDENT :  We  are  not  dealing  with  the  differences  existing 
among  people  of  the  same  religion.  We  are  now  talking  only  of  conver¬ 
sion, 

Mb.  1’.  K.  VELD  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedimangad)\ 
This  is  material  because  the  question  of  caste  is  material.  According  to 
our  practice  a  Nayar,  who  becomes  a  Mahomedan  or  a  Chrisitian  or 
anything  other  than  a  Hindu  in  the  ordinary  .  sense  of  the  word,  ceases 
to  be  a  Hindu;  so  that  I  am  referring  to  other  religions  ' just  to  show 
that  the  feelings  of  the  Hindus  with  regard  to  the  matter  of  caste 
Will  be  respected  so  long  as  the  majority  of  the  people  are  prepared 
to  respect  them.  If  there  is  an  agitation  to  remove  all  castes,'  if  all  are 
satisfied  to  take  part  in  it  and  if  the  caste  system  is  to  be  abolished  by 
a  magician’s  wand,  nobody  would  be  happier  than  myself.  But  so  long 
as  these  distinctions- are  to  be  tolerated,  so  long  as  people  think  that 
in  these  matters  .they  may  be  right,  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  man  or  a 
woman  who  renounces  Hinduism  cannot  come  within  the  pale  of "  the 
Nayar  Billbecause  that  is  the  law  of  Nayarg.  Our  objects,  our  senti¬ 
ments,  our  practices  :cahnot  be  forgotten.  Therefore,  without  fighting 
vyyith  ahy  religiouhece,  I  must  say  that  my  intentions  are  only  to  point 
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out  that,  if  a  person  loses  his  caste,  -whether  from  the  Hindu  religion 
he  becomes  a  convert  to  another  religion  or  not,  he  ceases  to  oome 
under  the  Nayar  Regulation.  Therefore,  I  am  glad  to  accord  my  sup¬ 
port  to  the  first  portion  of  Mr,  Sankara  Menon’s  amendment. 

Me.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottamkara  cum  Run- 
nathur ):  I  oppose  the  amendment  as  a  whole.  The  amendment  con¬ 
sists  of  two  parts,  the  addition  of  the  words  “by  either  party  renoun-, 
cing  Hinduism”  being  the  first,  and  the  addition  of  the  words  “or 
becoming  an  out-caste”  being  the  second.  Regarding  the  addition  of 
the  first  expression,  I  think  that  there  is  provision  in  the  Bill  as  it 
is.  In  Section  5  of  the  Bill  it  is  said  that  if  the  petitioner  is  the 
husband  he  “shall,  in  all  eases,  offer  in  the  petition  reasonable  compen¬ 
sation  to  the  respondent,  except:  where  such  respondent  ■  has  renounced 
Hinduism  and  has  embraced  another  .  religion”.  So,  from  this 
^  Section  it  is  seen  that  a  husband  is  entitled  to  get  divorce  if  the  wife 
’  has  renounced  Hinduism  and  embraced  another  religion.  Now  the 
difficulty  is  that  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  wants  to  add  “by  either  party”. 
Of  course  the  Section  is:  clear-  that  the.  wife  can  file  a  petition  of 
divorce,  without  assigning  any  reason  whatsoever.  Even  if  the  husband 
has :  not  renounced  Hinduism  she  can  file  a  petition  for  divorce.  So, 
both  the  cases. have  been  contemplated  in  the  Bill  itself. 

With  regard- to  the  second  part,  viz.,  adding  the  expression  “or 
becoming  an  outcaste”  there  is  this  difficulty.  Mr.  Sankara  Menon 
said  that  an  outcaste  is  one  who  is  excommunicated  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  His:  Highness  the  Maha  Raja.  That  will  ask  us  to  go  to 
the  smarta  or  some  such  enquiry.  It  is  only  in  such  cases  that  His 
Highness  passes  commands  of  excommunication  or  something  of  that 
sort. '  As  a  matter  of  fact,  such  a  custom  is  not  very  prevalent  in  Tra- 
vancore  :  so-  that,  there  is  some  difficulty  in  understanding  .  the 
expression- “  an  outcaste.”  At  least,  in  my  case,  I  cannot  properly 
understand  the  word  “outcaste,”  unless  we  give  a  definition  of  that 
word  also  in- the  Bill  For  these  reasons,  I  oppose  the  amendment  as 
a  whole. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILBAI:  (Ambalapmha) :  While 
appreciating  the  sentiments  underlying  the  amendment  and- the  senti¬ 
ments  given  expression  to  by  my  friend  Mr.  Velu  Pillai,  I  find  it 
extremely  difficult  to- support  the.  amendment.  With  respect  to -the 
question,  as  to  who  is  an  outcaste,  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  gave  us  the  test, 
viz.,  that  any  person  who  is  ostracised  under  the  command  of  the  sove¬ 
reign  power,  may  be.  taken  as  an  outcaste.  That  was. tested  in  the  case 
of  a  certain  person  who  waB  excommunicated  under  the  imprimatur  of 
His  Highness  in  connection  with  a  smarta  enquiry.  The  temple- 
authorities  said  that  the  man  could  not  enter  the  temple  owing  to.  the 
fact  that  he  had  become  an  outcaste.  But  he  litigated  in  a  court  of  law 
and-  got  a  decree  in  his  favour  that  he  was  not  an  outcaste.  So,  the 
Sovereign  in  one  capacity  ostracised  him  and  in  .another  capacity- said 
that  he.  was  not  an  outcaste. 
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Mr.  Y-  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  May 
I  know  whether  it  was  not  on  the  ground  that  the  man  was  not 
heard  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalapuzha)\  It  wai  not 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  heard  that  he  was  ostracised  first.  It 
was  of  course  on  that  ground  that  the  Sovereign  pronounced 
through  the  courts  that  he  was  .not  an  outcaste.  So  that  is  the  posi  • 
tion  of  affairs  in  Travancore  with  respect  to  that  question,  In  another 
sister  State  a  man  was  outcasted  for  the  offence  that  he  crossed  the  seas. 
That  was  during  the  regime  of  one  Sovereign.  During  the  subsequent 
Sovereign’s  regime,  it  was  held  that  he  was  not  an  outcaste.  So  then', 
the- test  applied  in  this  case  as  to  who  is  an  outcaste  is  an  illusory  test. 
It  is  practically  an  amorphous  thing  and  of  a  nebulous  variety.  One 
cannot  have  any  definite  knowledge  in  such  things.  On  that  ground 
.  the  latter  part  of  the  amendment  certainly  must  go. 

Coming  to  the  former  part,  we  are  all  glad  that  the  amendment 
seeks  to  retain  the  hold  upon  Hinduism.  But  there  are  certain  inst¬ 
ances  of  parallel  legislation  in  this  respect.  Bor  example,  I  would 
refer  to  an  Act  of  the  British  Indian  Legislature — Native  Converts 
Marriage  Dissolution  Act — Act  XXI  of  1866  which,  says  that,  when  two 
natives  marry  and  afterwards  one  of  them  changes  the  religion, 
it  is  open  to  the  ofher  party  to  have  continued  cohabitation  with  the 
husband  or  the  wife  as  the  ease  may  be.  So,  the  remedy  lies  in  the 
matter  of  taking  the  necessary  steps  for  purposes  of  judicial  separation. 
Such  being  the  state  of  law  elsewhere  with  regard  to  conversion  to 
Christianity,  I  doubt  the  wisdom  of  our  attempting  to  make  any  conver¬ 
sion  from  Hinduism  the  ground  ipso  facto  for  dissolution.  There  is  a 
provision  for  dissolution  under  Section  5,  for  example,  of  the  Bill,  and 
that,  I  think,  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  Nayar  Regulation  • 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  : 
May  I  know  whether  conversion  alone  will  be  an  invalidating  circum¬ 
stance  according  to  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  :  Yes. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Kartikapalli) :  With 
the  amendment,  Section  4  would  .read  like  this : — 

A  marriage  may  bo  dissolved  by  either  party  renouncing  'Hinduism  or  becoming  an 
outcaste.  . . 

The  words  “  may  be  ”  there  are  only  permissive.  Now,  when  no 
reasons  need  be  assigned  for  dissolution  of  marriages  and  when  the 
clause  itself  would  only  be  permissive,  I  fail  to  see  the  necessity  for  this 
particular  clause.  No  doubt,  it  may  be  said  on  the  other  side  that 
“may  be  ”  has  been  construed  as  “  shall  be  ”  by  judicial  tribunals,  but 
I  do  not  know  whether  such  forms  of  deductions  and  constructions 
should  be  adopted  by  us.  As  regards  the  question  ,  of  renunciation  of 
Hinduism,  that  opens  up  a  very  wide  field.-  Hinduism  itself  has  not 
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been  sufficiently  defined  by  anybody.  It  is  impossible  to  define  it.  The 
question  may  arise  also  as  to  when  an  individual  renounces  Hinduism, 
whether  it  is  by  departure  from  the  faith  or  whether  by  act  or  word 
or  whether  by  one  of  belief  or  by  positive  disbelief  in  a  way.  On  any 
grounds  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  support  the  amendment. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  ( Deputy 
President) :  I  oppose  the  amendment  on  the  short  ground  that  the 
question  does  not  arise  under  the  Nayar  Regulation  at  all.  If  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  marriage  is  possible  only  under  certain  prescribed  contingencies, 
the  sufficiency  of  apostacy  has  to  be  considered.  But  if  there  is  absolute 
freedom  conferred  by  the  Regulation  on  the  man  and  on  the  woman 
after  going  through  certain  formalities,  waiting  for  a  period  of  six 
months,  why  should  we  at  this  stage  consider  the  propriety  of  apostacy 
working  out  the  forfeiture  of  rights  or  working  out  the'  forfeiture  of 
marriage  status,  and  the  privileges  appertaining  thereto  ?.  It  seems  to 
me,  Sir,  that  the  whole  discussion,  so  far  as  this  particular  Section  at 
'  which  we  are  now  working  is  concerned,  is  absolutely  irrelevant.  I 
oppose  the  amendment  in  its  entirety  on  that  sole  ground. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  Sir,  I  oppose 
this  amendment  as  an  amendment  to  Clause  4  of  the  Regulation. 
Clause  4  enumerates  certain  events,  the  happening  of  which  would  ipso 
facto  dissolve  the-  marriage  in  law.  What  my  learned  friend 
Mr.  Sankara  Menon  wants  is  to  introduce  into  the  Section  another 
clause,  also  namely,  that,  by  being  a  convert  to  any  other  religion  or  by 
becoming  an  outcaste,  the  marriage  should  become  dissolved  in  law. ' 
What  it  means  is  that,  as  soon  •  as  .  one.,  of  the  parties  has  become  a 
convert  to  another  religion  •  or  an  outcaste,  the  law  should  immedi¬ 
ately  step  in  and  dissolve,  the  marriage,  whatever  might  be  the  feelings, 
sentiments  and  wishes  of  the  parties.  That  appears  to  me,  Sir,  to 
be  against  all  principles  of'  justice,  equity,  and  toleration.  All 
that  we  can  say  is  that  under  such  circumstances,  it  may  be  left  to  the 
parties  to  choose  whether  they,  will  still  remain  as  husband  and  wife 
or  not.  Por  that,  provision  is  made  in  the  succeeding  Section  where 
absolute  freedom  is  given  to  both  parties.  In  the  case  of  a  woman,  of 
course,  she  can  divorce  a  husband  without  any  .  compensation  what- 
'soever.  But  in  the,  case  of  a  husband,  if  he  wants  to  obtain  a  divorce 
he  has  to  give  compensation  ;  and  -so  far  as  the  question  of  compensa¬ 
tion  is  concerned  the  question  of  conversion  to  some  other  religion  has 
been  taken  into  account  in  considering  whether  the  divorced  wife  is 
entitled  to  compensation  or  not.  So  that,  by  Section  5  yon  leave  it  to 
the  parties,  as  to  whether  they  live  as  husband  and  wife '  even  though 
either  may  have  become  a  convert  to  some  other  religion.  I  submit 
that  is  the  proper  thing  to  do  and  that  •  the .  law  should  not  seek  to 
interfere  "in  dissolving  marriages  entered  by  the  parties  irrespective' of 
the  wishes  of  the  parties  and  perhaps  even  against  their  will. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELTJ  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  ’  .Nedummigad)  : 
I  wish '  to  ask  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  how  the  difficulty  could  be 
obviated  when  the  husband  who  is  prepared  to  be  in  his  own  caste  but 
marries  one  belonging  to  another  caste  takes  his  wife  to  lire  along 
with  the  members  of  his  family. 

Vok.iv.-iTo,  n. 
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PRESIDENT:  That. does  not  arise  here  at  all.  ■  We  are  speak- 
ing  of  conversion  after  marriage. 

Mb.  T.  K.  YELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  I 
quite  see  that.  He  has  got  the  right  of  living  in  the  house,  so  that  he 
can  certainly  insist  on  making  his  wife  live  in  the  house.  I  want  to 
ask  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  whether,  in  case  the  marriage  is 
not  dissolved,  one  member  of  the  joint  family  who  continues  to  be  a 
Hindu  will  not  be  able  to  put  the  other  members  of  the  family  to  un- 
pleasantness  and  trouble  because  of  that  provision  of  the  law. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI.  {Tiruvatta) :  The  marriage 
may  be  dissolved  by  the  parties.  Then  with  respect  to  the  amendment 
,.as  a  whole — I  also  object  to  the  second  part  of  the  amendment  in.  par¬ 
ticular,  i.  e.,.  that  which  refers  to  the  outcaste.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the.  expression  is  very  difficult  to  understand  and  my  learned  friend 
said  that  outcastes  might  be  defined  as  those  who  have  been  declared,  to' 
be  outcastes  by  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  of.  Travaneore.  Now, 
whatever  that  might  be,  the  expression  is  not  defined  in  the  amend¬ 
ment.  It  merely  says  “outcaste”.  With  respect  to  the  difficulty  of 
•determining  whether  a  man  is  an  outcaste,  I  .would  refer  'the 
Council  to  the  paragraph  in  Sir  Guru  Das  Banerjee’s  book  “  Hindu 
Law  of  Marriage  ”  page  185.  As  a  specimen  of  the  law  on  the  subject, 
it  .  enumerates  some  of  the  graver  offences  which  would  make  a  man  an 
.  outcaste. 

Killing  a  Brahman,  drinking  forbidden  liquor,  stealing  gold  from’  a  priest,  adultery 
with  the  wife  of  a  father,  natural  or  spiritual,  and  assooiating  with  such  as  commit 
those  offences,  wise  legislators  must  declare  to  be  crimes  in  the  highest  degree": 

“False  boasting  of  a  high  tribe,  maligant  information  before  the  king  of  a  criminal 
who  must  suffer  death,  or  falsely  accusing  a  spiritual  preceptor,  are  crimes  in  the  second 
degree,  and  nearly  equal  to  killing  a  Brahmans.-” 

These  are  all  said  to  he  cases  in  which  a  man  is  to  be  declared  an 
outcaste.  There  may  be.  similar  cases.  The  expression  is  very  vague 
and  for  that  reason  also  I  oppose  the  amendment.  Therefore  I  strongly 
oppose  the  motion  as  an  amendment  to  Clause  4.  *■ 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The. 
amendment  is  objectionable  from  a  practical  point  of  view.  also.  In  the 
first  place,  Section  4  says  that  the  dissolution  of  marriage  will  take  place 
on  any  of  the  three  grounds.  The  first  is  death  of  one  of  the  parties, 
which  is  a  specific  point  of  time;  The  second  is -by  mutual  consent  evi¬ 
denced  by  a  registered  instrument.  The  date  on  which  the  document  is 
registered  is  the. date  of  separation  also.  That  also  is  a.  specific  point  of 
time.  The  same  may  be  said  about  a  decree  for  dissolution  of. marriage. 
Now,  what  my  friend  the  mover  of  the  amendment,  wants  is*  that  the 
marriage  should  be  dissolved  when  a  person  renounces  Hinduism.  When 
a  person  renounces  Hinduism.it  is  not  possible  to  know.  I  do  not  tbink 
that  in  many  of  the  religions  there  are  registers  corresponding  to  the 
baptismal '-registers  kept  in  Christian  churches.  Such  being  the  case, 
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whether  a  person  renounces  Hinduism  or  not  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be 
determined  and  it  is  most  difficult  to  say  at  what  particular  time  he 
renounced  Hinduism.  So  that  to  incorporate  a  .doubtful  element  in 
Section  4  is  rather  undesirable.  '  Section  5  clearly  provides  that  it 
is  open  to  the  petitioner  to  move  for  a  divorce  on  the  ground  that  the 
respondent  has  renounced  Hinduism  and  in  such  a  contingency  he  is 
relieved  of  the  obligation  of  paying  any  compensation.  That  I  think  is 
,  a  sufficient  safeguard  and  the  question  whether  a  particular  person  after 
marriage  continued  to  be  husband  or  wife  should  not  be  left  to  depend 
on  proof  of  a  doubtful  nature  which  might  lead  to  a  complicated 
litigation.  I  therefore  beg  to  oppose  the  amendment. 

Me.  T.  K  VELTJ  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) : 
What  is  the  status  of  the  party  after  the  conversion  but  before  the  pro¬ 
nouncement  of  the  decree  of  dissolution  by  the  court  ? 

,  Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Birkar  Vakil):  Pie 
must  at  once  .run  to  the  court  and  say:  “Here  is  the  respondent 
who  has  renounced  the  Plindu  religion  and  embraced  Christianity  ; 
and  therefore  I  must  separate.”  And  for  six  monthsZhe  must  keep 
quiet.  That  is  all  that  can  be  done.  Just  take  the  other  aspect  of 
the  case.  Supposing  the  amendment  is  accepted,  what  is  the  result  V 
The  difficulty  will  be  for  one  of  the  parties]  to  prove  definitely  when 
the, other  changed  religion.  In  many  eases  it  is  difficult  to  say  what 
is  renunciation  of  Hinduism  without  embracing  another  religion  at  all. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  Does 
Mr.  Snbba  Aiyar  fear  that  conversions  will  be  denied? 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  The 
point  of'  time  may  be  denied  ;  even  conversion  may  be  denied. 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon) :  With  regard  to  the 
provision  in  Section  5,  I  am  well  aware  of  it.  There  is  a  provision  for 
divorce  without  assigning  any  reason  and  in  case  the  husband  embraces 
a  different  religion  he  need  not  offer  compensation.  I  am  well  aware  of 
that  Section.  ‘  But  under  the  law  of  the  State  now,  the  conversion 
entails  the  forfeiture  of  civil  status  of  the  person,  I  cannot  understand 
how  a  marriage  between  a  Hindu  and  a  .  Non-Hindu  could  subsist. 
When  the  convert  has  lost  all  his  civic  status,  I  fail  to  see  ■  how  a  valid 
marriage  can  exist  between  him  and  a  Hirdu. 

.  Mb,  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  wish  to  ask  Mr>  Sankara 
Menon  whether  it  is  as  it  were  a  civil  death  and  therefore  such  an  event  . 
also  ought  to  dissolve  the  marriage.  ■■■■,. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Hoogewerf  wants  to  put  you  a  question. 

ME:  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  ;  I  want  to  know  what  the 
position  of  the  party  will  be  if  he  or  she  renounces  Hinduism  and  has 
no  religion  at  all. 

PRESIDENT:  It  is  quite  clear  from  the  amendment.  He  says 
“renounces  Hinduism”.  You  may  put  any  interpretation  you  like- 

upon  it. 
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Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Without  accepting  any 
other  religion  ? 

PRESIDENT ;  It  might  mean  that 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon ):  We  should  not  forget 
the  provision  of  Section  3  which  only  legalises  marriage  between  “  any 
male  other  than  a  Nayar  with  whom  conjugal  union  is  permitted  accord¬ 
ing  to  recognised  social  custom  and  usage.”  Now,  the  marriage  with 
a  person  who  is  not  a  Hindu  certainly  cannot  be  recognised  as  a  marri¬ 
age  under  the  Nayar  Regulation  and  none  of  the  incidents  of  the  Regu¬ 
lation  flow  from  it.  It  is  very  likely  that  one  of  the  parties  may  not 
■  go  to  court  virtually,  and  probably  it  may  also  happen  that  children  are 
born  of  the  union  while  one  is  a  convert  and  the  other  remains  a 
Hindu.  Under  these  circumstances,  what  the  fate  of  the  children . 
will  be— whether  they  are  entitled  to  inheritance  under;  the  Nayar 
Regulation,  and  what  exactly  their  position  is— will  be  left 
undefined.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  objection  is  only  with 'regard  to  the 
difficulty  of'finding  out  the  time  when  a  person  becomes  a  convert-  It 
is  just  like  any  other  matter  of  fact  which  can  be  proved.  With 
regard  to  the  marriage,  there  need  be  no  public  record  or  any  such 
thing,  I  do  not  find  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  time  of  the 
conversion  also.  On  these  grounds,  I  press  the  amendment. 

PRESIDENT :  I  now  put  this  amendment  to  the  vote  of  the 
House.— 

“Adil,  at  the  ond  of  sub-olauso  I  of  Clause  4,  the  following.” 

“By  renouncing  Hinduism  or  becoming  an  outcasts.” 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost.  ■ 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (, Nominated ) ;  tMy  amendment  is  to  de¬ 
lete  sub-clause  2  of  Clause  4,  as  also  to  delete  sub-clause  3. 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  the  amendment  relating  to  the  next  sub¬ 
clause? 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated)  :  Yes,  Sir. 

■  PRESIDENT;  You.  will  have  to  move -it  separately. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated):'  I  just  want  to  make  a 
remark  about  it.  1  If  permitted  to  speak  on  the  two  amendments,  to-  * 
gether, — 

PRESIDENT:  It  cannot  be  done. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  rise  to  put  before  this 
House  not  only  the  Christian  but  the  practical  and  commonsense  aspect 
of  marriage.  I  know  that  my  views  may  be  a  sort  of  cry  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  but  I  think  it  my  duty  to  put  them  before  this  House.  I  was  able 
to  talk  at  some  length  on  this  very  important  subject  on  the  EzhaVa  Bill' 
when  that  measure  was  before  this  House  and  I  had  the-  great  consola¬ 
tion  of  hearing  from  the  Law  Meniboi  -that  my  views  in  regard  to 
divorce  and  marriage  were  ideal. 
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The  family  is  the  basis  of  society  and  good  Government.  By 
disrupting  the  family,  you  shake  society  and  Government  to  the  very 
foundations.  The  Bill  before  the  House  makes  divorce  easy  and  free. 
Either  party  can  effect  it  by  a  mere  petition  to  the  courts  without 
giving  any  reasons.  The  sacramental  aspect  of  marriage  is  lacking. 
This  renders  married  life  a  business  proposition,  bare  of  the  sentiment 
and  tender  emotions  which  mean  so  much  in  life.  A  wife  is  not  to  be 
taken  on  trial.  On  the  other  hand,  most  people,  not  merely  Christians, 
recognise  the  marriage  state  as  something  holy,  and  therefore  indis¬ 
soluble.  Whom  God  has  put  together,  let  no  man  put  asunder.  They 
were  wedded  for  better,  for  worse,  for  richer,  for  poorer,  till  death  does 
them  part.  The  Catholic  and  the  Eastern  Churches  set  their  face 
against  divorce.  The  Christian  denominations  which  allowed  divorce, 
even  under  very  rigorous  conditions,  have  begun  to  realise  that  they  have 
made  a  serious  mistake.  In  Protestant  America,  it  is  said  that,  out  of 
,  every  100  marriages,  there  are  10  divorces.  The  obnoxious  litera¬ 
ture  that  often  appears  in  newspapers  speaks  for  itself”  and  cannot 
but  have  a  most  demoralising  effect  on  society-  As  some  one  has 
put  it,  marriage  is  like  asking  a  man  to  go  into  a  rose  garden  and 
pick  the  best  as  he  goes  along  without  ever  going  back  on  his  steps. 
Marriage,  no  doubt,  has  some  risks,  but  it  greatly  depends  on  the 
man  and  woman  to  adjust  matters  and  make  their  married  life  happy. 
The  liberty  and  the  whims  and  caprices  of  a  few  people  may  well  be 
sacrificed  for  the  good  of  society  as  a  whole.  Eurther  it  is  very  desir¬ 
able  to  use  a  thorny  bit  on  Don  Juans  who  may  be  inclined  to  run 
riot  and  anxious  to  change  their  partner  in  life,  as  they  would  an  old 
shoe.  The  only  impediment  is  a  little  payment  of  money  in  the  case  of 
a  man  wanting  a  divorce.  The  natural  consequence  is  that,  as  stated 
above,  he  can  change  as  often  as  he  desires.  If  he  has  no  money,  there 
will  be  no  change,  whatever  may  be  the  reasons.  A  misbehaving  woman 
can  become  rich  because  she  gets  money  compensation  every  time.  She 
drives  her  husband,  by  her  conduct,  to  apply  for  divorce. .  So  the 
liberty  that  is  given  and  the  condition  lend  themselves  largely  to  abuse'. 
And  when  this  so-called  liberty  is  closely,  analysed,  it  may,  after  all,  be 
found  to  be  license,  pure  and  simple.  We  have  not  reached  that  stage 
of  perfection  wheD  we  can  have  absolute  freedom  in  matters  of  such 
importance.  There  is  not  a  single  civilised  race  which  has  this  degree 
of  freedom  in  the  matter  of  divorce.  The  ideal  marriage  is  indissoluable. 
The  Nayar  is  a  caste-Hindu,  What  is  the  orthodox  Hindu  ideal  of 
marriage  ?  The  tie  is  indissoluble,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  in  the 
next  world  also.  They  carried  it  to  all  its  logical  consequences,  not  even 
.  dreading  sati;  This  is  why  it  is  usually  said  that  marriages  are  made  in 
heaven.  These  are  some  of  my  reasons  for  suggesting  this  amend¬ 
ment. 

BeV,  Pa.  K.E/RIAKOSE  VETTIKEAPALLY  (Todupmha  cum 
Kuimatnad):  I  second  the  amendment. 

Mr.  K,  PAEAMESVABAN  PILLAI.  (Timtidlla) :  Sir,  I  oppose 
the  amendment.  In  doing  so,  I  appreciate  the  very  noble  spirit  which 
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underlies  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Hoogewerf.  The  result  of 
this  amendment  and  the  other  which  follows  would  be  to  make  divorce 
absolutely  impossible.  In  Clause  4  of  this  Bill,  sub-clauses  (ip  and  (iii) 
refer  to  certain  cases  in  which  divorce  is  possible,  i.  e.  (i)  by  *the  death 
of  either  party;  (ii)  by  mutual  consent  evidenced  by  a  registered  instru¬ 
ment;  and  (hi)  by  a  formal  'order  of  dissolution  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Mr.  Hoogewerf’s  object  is  to  delete  both  these  Clauses  and:  make 
marriage  dissoluble  only  by  the  deathiof  either  party.  I  would  beg  to  sub¬ 
mit  that  this  is  a  very  noble  object  indeed.  But  the  question  is  whether 
the  community  for  whom  this  Bill  is  intended  is  prepared  to  accept  it. 
This  House  knows  that,  before  Regulation  I- of  1088,  divorce  was  abso¬ 
lutely  free  among  the  member  of  the  community  to  which^this  Bill  refers. 
By  Regulation  I  of  1088,  certain  restrictions  were  placed  upon  divorce. 
In  order  that  a  party  may  obtain  a  dissolution,  he  or  she  should  put  in  a  . 
petition  to  the  District  Munsiff  and  wait  for  six  months,  and  if  the  ap¬ 
plicant  is  the  husband,  he  will  also  have  to  offer  in  the  petition  itself  the 
amount  of  compensation  to.  the  wife.  In  this  Regulation>  we  are  attempt¬ 
ing  to  make  the  restriction  stronger  than  in  Regulation  I  of  1088,  in 
which  the  maximum  compensation  was  faxed  at  Rs.  2,000.  By  this  Bill 
we  have  increased  the  maximum  of .  compensation  ffrom  Rs.  2,000  to  . 
Rs.  5,000.  This,  I  believe,  will  make  it  rather  difficult  for  a  husband  to 
divorce  his  wife.  In  the  circumstance  in  which  the  community  is  placed, 
I  hardly  think  it  expedient  to  make  any  further  restrictions  upon  the 
freedom  of  divorce.  For  these  reasons,  I  oppose  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Hoogewerf. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF ( Nominated ) :  Is  the  enhanced  compen¬ 
sation  adequate  to  check  divorce  ? 

PRESIDENT :  Nobody  is  in  possession  of  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated) :  I  have  nothing  more  to 

.  add, 

■  PRESIDENT:  Do  you  press  yoitr  amendment  to  a  division? 

■  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Yes. 

■  The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambcdajpuzhci)  :  I  do  not  move 
the  following  amendment  standing  against  my  name : — 

Sub-olauso  (ii).  Add  tho  following  aftor  the  word  “  instrument  ’*  “whore  the  parties 
have  attained  majority  " 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  .  I  have  nothing  more  to 
say  to, what  I  have  already  said. 

PRESIDENT  :  Do  you  move  . the  amendment  to  sub-clatise  (iii)  ? 

Mr,  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  move  it ;  but  I  have 
nothing  to  add.  The  amendment  ritns  as  follows  I 
Delete  sub-elwuse  (Hi), 

PRESIDENT ;  The  amendment  is  not  seconded,  So  it  falls) 
through.  ,  . 
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Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  [Ambalapuzha) :  I:‘beg  to 
move  that  the  following  be  added  at  the  end  of  the  clause : 

“ In  the  case  of  minors  who  are  parties  to  a  marriage,  the  in¬ 
strument  referred  to  in  this  Section  ■ may  he  executed  and  the  'proceedings 
provided  for  in  the  next  Section  may  he  instituted  on  their  behalf 
by  thdr  guardians  if  the  interests  of  the  minors  concerned  require  such 
.  a  correction." 

Referring  to  Clauses  4  and  5  in  the  Bill,  I  find  that  the  Bill  does 
not  provide  for  the  possibility  of  a  dissolution  of  marriage  between 
persons,  one  or  both  of  whom  happen  to  he  minors.  According  to  Clause 
4,  of  couise,  there  is  a  possibility  of  death  intervening  and  dissolving  the 
marriage  that  may  exist  in  the  case  of  minors  or  -majors.  But  with 
respect  to  sub-clause  (ii)  of  Clause  4,  it  should  be  by  mutual  consent— 
by  means  of  registered  instrument.  That  is  possible  only  in  the  case  of 
adult  members.  And  then  sub-clause  (iii)  relates  to  a  formal  order  of 
dissolution  as  thereinafter  provided  which  -is  amplified  further  in  Clause 
5  as  the  proceeding  to  be  instituted  by  the  wife  or  the  husband  as  the  case 
maybe.  That  also  is  a  step  which  can  be  taken  only  by  major  mem¬ 
bers.  But  looking  at  up-to-date  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  marriage 
it  is  necessary  that,  in  certain  cases,  if  the  provision  for  the  marriages 
of  minors  is  to  stand,  there  should  also  be  the  loophole  for 
the  dissolution  of  such  marriages  on  v.arious  contingencies.  For 
example,  the  up-to-date1  doctrine  prevailing  in  the  American 
States  may  be  referred  to  in  this  connection,  where  the  States  gener-' 
ally  provide  for  the  dissolution  of  marriage  or  the  nullity  of  marriage 
on  the  ground  of  veneral  disease,  insanity,  etc.  There  are  also  other  ■ 
possibilities  in  that  connection.  For  example,  take  the  case  of  a  hus¬ 
band  of  a  miiior  girl  who  happens  to  be  sentenced  for  lifeand  sent  away 
to  the  gaol.  In  such  a  case  there  is  the  necessity  that,  the  minor  wife 
should  seek  a  dissolution  of  marriage  and  have  remarriage  effected.  In 
the  matter  of  minor  girls,  it  is  not  a  question  which  will  brook  delay. 

•  For,  as  the  time  goes  by,  the  matrimonial  value  that  may  be  set  upon 
the  girl  may  be  decreasing  and  not  increasing,  and  as  such,  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  girl  will  very  much  desire  that  she  remarries  its 
early  as  possible  and  does  not  wait  till  her  minority  is  over.  But  ihe 
question  is  whether  this  Bill  provides  for  any  such  contingency.  I  say, 
it  does  not.  My  friend  the  learned  mover  and  myself  had  a  talk  over  the 
subject  yesterday  and  he  referred  me  to  a  particular  provision  in  the 
Bill  which  makes  the  provisions  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  applicable 
•to  the  proceedings  Under  this  Regulation.  I  am  glad  that  he  seems  to 
be  supported  by  the  authority,  at  least  of  one  court,  namely 
the  Bombay  High  Court,  which,  while  interpreting  a  similar  provision 
of  the  Parsi  Marriage  and  Dissolution  Act,  says  that,  though  there  is  no 
express 'provision  in  that  particular  Act,  a  next  friend  may  litigate  on 
behalf  Of  the  minor  or  defend  as  a  guardian  the  proceedings  for  the 
dissolution  of  marriage.  So  the  analogy  of  that  Act  seems  to  Support 
my  friend’s  view.  But  there  are  difficulties,  and  in  view  of  the  glorious 
uncertainties  of  judicial  pronouncements,  I  would  press  for  a  clear 
provision  in  that  respect. 
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[President.]  ■ 

There  are  other  reasons  also  why  I  should  press  for  it.  For,  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  Indian  Divorce  Act,  Act  IV  of  1869,  which  also  incorpor¬ 
ates  the  provisions  to  the  effect  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Code,  there  is  a 
distinct  provision  in  that  that  the  next  friend  or  the  guardian,  as  the 
case  may  be,  may  institute  the  proceedings  or  defend  the  proceedings 
on  behalf  of  the  minor  party  to  a  marriage  under  that  Act.  Since, 
therefore,  in  addition  to  the  incorporation  of  the  principles  of  the 
Civil  Procedure  Code,  there  is  a  provision  in.that  Act,  it  is  possible  to 
argue  that  a  general  incorporation  of  the  principles  of  the  Civil  Pro¬ 
cedure  Code  may  not  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  guardian  or  the  next 
friend  to  defend  or  start  proceedings  on  behalf  of  a  minor.  In  view 
of  that  provision  I  am  anxious  to  see  •  that  a  provision  lis  made  as  a 
proviso  to  Clause.  4or  5,  as  the  case  may  be. 

PBESIDENT :  You  have  not  referred  to  the  word  ‘  instrument  ’ 
appearing  in  your  amendment. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  I  shall  come " 
to  that.  In  case  of  both  guardians  and  next  friends,  an  instrument  also 
may  be  executed. 

PRESIDENT  :  In  your  amendment  there  is  an  instrument  also 
referred  to.  There  is  only  one  instrument  referred  to  in  the  Section 
and  that  is  in  sub-clause  (ii).  In  your  amendment  you  refer  to  the 
instrument  mentioned  in  the  Section. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  When  the 
parties  happen  to  be  minors, — 

PRESIDENT  :  Your  amendment  does  not  imply  all  that. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  That  portion, 

1  am  prepared  to  drop.  That  portion  which!  relates  to  instrument  may 
be  dropped.  The  words  “  the  instrument  referred  to  in  this  Section 
may  be  executed  and  ”  maylbe  dropped.  The  rest  of  the  amendment  > 
may  remain. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President):  May  I  ask  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  to  tell  us  whether  he 
contemplates-  the  court  exercising  a  discretion  oh  the  desirability 
of  the  separation  in  the  interests  of  minors.  Will  he  tell  the  Council 
who  are  the  persons  to  settle  it  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Wherever  a 
minor  is  involved,  the  courts  generally  have  a  right  to  use  their  dis-  • 
cretion  in  the  interests  of  minors. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated) 

( Deputy  President) :  That  is  not  an  absolute  right. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  That  is  an 
invariable  condition.  That  is  a  provision  of  civil  laws. 

PRESIDENT:  What  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  wants  to  know  is 
whether  this  discretion  to  act  on  behalf  of  minors  is  to  be  with  the 
guardians  or  with  the  court. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  As  determined 
by  the  court. 

PRESIDENT:  You  will  then  have  to  add  the  words  “in  the 
opinion  of  the  court  ”,  between  “  if  ”  and  “  the  interests  ”, 
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Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mcmlilam  emu  KartikapaW)  : 
What  does  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  say  about  the  contingency  of  a  major 
suing  a  minor  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha )  :  That  is  per¬ 
missible  if  there  is  a  guardian  ad  litum. 

PRESIDENT:  With  that  omission  and  that  addition,  you  move 
that  amendment? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha } :  Yes. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDAMENON  (Alcmgad  cum  Parur):  I  second  it. 

The  Council  rose  for  lunch  at  2-18  p.  m.  and  re-assembled  at  3-9  p.  M. 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quihn) :  I  oppose  the  amendment 
on  this  ground  that  freedom  of  divorce  is  given  only  to  the  parties. 
This  right  is  not  to  be  vicariously  exercised  by  the  guardian. 
It  is  liable  to  be  abused.  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  referred  to  some 
extreme  cases  where  necessity  for  divorce  might  arise  when  the 
parties  are  minors.'  But  the  right  as  given  could  be  exercised  not 
by  the  parties  themselves  but  by  their  guardians.  The  parties  may 
love  each  other  and  probably  for  some  other  reasons  the  guardians 
may  apply  for  divorce.  Therefore  the  provision  which  Mr.  Nara¬ 
yana  Pillai  wants  to  introduce  is  likely  to  be  abused.  I.  oppose  the 
amendment. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESYARAN  PILLAI  ( Timmlla, ):  Sir,  I  also 
oppose  the  amendment.  Mr.' Narayana  Pillai  has  confined  his  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  second  part  of  it  as  it  stands  in  the  agenda  paper.  I  think 
he  has  withdrawn  the  former  portion. 

PRESIDENT':  Yes.  He  has  withdrawn  the  portion  :  “  the  in¬ 
strument  referred  to: in  this  Section  may  be  .executed  and  ”, 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  He  has 
confined  his  amendment  to  the  provisions  for  divorce.  In  those 
cases  what  he  wants  is  that  the  guardians  should  be  in  a  position  to  put 
in  a  petition  on  behalf  of  the  minors.  In  that  case  I  would  submit  that 
in  the  succeeding"  Section  we  have  laid  down  the  procedure  to  be  followed 
in  the  case  of  such  petitions  before  the  Munsiffs’ Courts.  We  have  said 
that,  in  relation  to  those  petitions  before  the  Munsiffs’  Courts;  the  Civil 
Procedure  Code  will  be  applicable;  there  is •  provision  in  that  Code  for 
dealing  with  petitions  filed  by  guardians  on  behalf  of  minors.  I  sub¬ 
mit  that  that  will  he.  quite  sufficient  to  meet  the  case  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Narayana  Pillai.  I  think  therefore  ths$  he  will  withdraw  his 
amendment.  ■  , 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI.  (Ambalapuzha) :  Sir,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  agree  with  my  friend — 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Valtil) :  I 
would  like  to  . speak  if  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai.  is  not  withdrawing. 

•  PRESIDENT:  He  has  already  begun  his  reply. 

■  yol.IV  No.  II,  •  •  ; 
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Me,  P.  K.  NAB  A  YANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha) :  I  am  not 
prepared  to  agree  with  Mr,  Sankara  Menon  in  his  view  about  the  pro¬ 
posed  amendment.  But  owing  to  what  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has 
said,  as  also  in  view  of  the  analogous  provision  in  Act  XY  of  1865 
and  the  interpretation  of  the  analogous  ruling  by  the  Bombay  High 
Court  in  18  Bombay,  366, 1  feel  that  the  amendment  proposed  is  super, 
flnous,  and,  as  such,  I  withdraw. 

The  amendment  was,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  motion  that  Clause  4  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  put  to  the 
vote  and  carried. 


Clause  S. 

Me.  A.  GOV1NDA  MENON  (. -Uangad  cum  Tarur):  I  move 
that  the  words  “in  Section  6  of  this  Regulation”  be  deleted.  There  is 
a  slight  clerical  error.  The  word  “or”  after  the  word  “Regulation” 
should  also  be  omitted.  I  would  also  move  for  the  deletion  of  the 
rest  of  the  clause  after  the  word  “resides”  in  line  7  and  for  the  substi¬ 
tution  of  the  following : — 

“on  any  of  the  following  grounds ,  vis.,  insanity ,  incurable 
disease,  impotency,  incompatibility  of  temperament,  habitual  cruelty, 
adultery  or  change  of  religion.'' 

The  object  of  my  moving  this  amendment  can  be  explained  only 
by  stating  that  I  want  monogamy  and  limited  divorce  for  specific 
reasons  and  through  the  decree  of  a  regular .  civil  court.  The  trend 
of  this  regulation  is  to  change  the  present  system  of  marumakkathayam 
law  and  to  make  it  almost  makirathayam  in  point  of  inheritance  In  a 
makkathayam  family,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  marital  tie 
should  be  as  strong  as  possible  consistent  with  modern  notions  about  dis¬ 
solution  and  divorce,  Although  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  so  far  as  mv 
friend  Mr.  Hoogewerf  about  dissolution  of  marriage,  I  am  certainly  at  one 
with  him  in  thinking  that  it  is  better  for  the  society  to’ restrict  the  scope 
of  divorce  as  much  as  possible  and  in  doing  so  not  to  al'ow  divorce  on 
mere  payment  of  compensation,  but  to  allow  it  only  on  condition  that  the 
fact  is  proved  in  a  civil  court  except  in  cases  where  the  parties  mutually 
agree  to  dissolve  the  marriage.  I  do  not  think  that  I  need  say  much,  on 
this  point  because  the  change  that  is  implied  in  this  Regulation  from 
marumakkathayam  to  makkathayam  entails  a  great  deal  of  responsibility 
on  the  parents.  As  such  it  ought  to  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to 
make  such  provisions  as  to  make  them  live  together  as  long  as  possible. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  I  second  it. 

Mb,  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :■  I  second  two  items  of  the 
amendment  and  oppose  the  others.  As  my  own  amendment  has  been 
lost— of  course  I  never  expected  it  to  win  here— I.  would  say  that  when 
habitual  cruelty  and  adultery  have  been  proved  there  might  be  divorce, 
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But  in  the  case  of  insanity  and  incurable  disease,  I  would  say  that, 
although  the  wife  may  be  kept  apart,  she  mu^t  have  a  right  to  mainten¬ 
ance;  it  is  not  enough  if  she  simply  gets  compensation.  The  man  may- 
take  another  wife,  but  this  insane  and  incurable  wife  must  also  have  a 
maintenance.  In  the  case  of  the  impotent  husband,  I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  I  should  do;  but  in  regard  to  incompatibility  of  tempera¬ 
ment  that  is  hardly  a  sufficient  cause  for  divorce.  The  wife  should 
put  up  with  the  husband’s  bad  temper  and  the  husband  with  the  wife’s 
bad  temper.  That  is  not  sufficient  cause  for  divorce. 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated):  Does  Mr. 

Hoogewerf  interpret  the  word  “  temperament  ”  as  equivalent  to 
“temper”? 

PRESIDENT :  You  may  put  your  own  construction  on  it. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Temperament  includes 
moodiness,  light-heartedness,  etc.  You  must  not  send  away  your  wife 
on  these  excuses.  With  regard  to  change  of  religion,  I  have  already  had 
a  few  words  to  say  and  I  shall  have  much  more  to  say  when  Clause  5 
comes  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  K,  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  ( TimmUa )  :  Mr.  A.  Go- 
vinda  Menon’s  amendment  is  almost  the  same  as  that  of  Mr.  Hooge¬ 
werf,  with  the  exception  that  he  permits  divorce  under  certain  circum¬ 
stances.  The  question  is  whether  it  is .  expedient  to  provide  for  any 
and  what  restriction  in  the  matter  of  divorces.  This  question  was  con¬ 
sidered  at  great  length  by  the  Marumakkathayam  Committee  which  sat 
upon  this  question  nearly  15  or  16  years  ago.  This  is  their  conclusion  : 

“Thus  the  principles  of  the  Roman  law  were  maintained,  viz.,  that  marriage  is 
only  a  civil  contract,  that  the  relationship  created  by  it  must  be  regulated  mainly  with  a 
view  to  preserve  public  decorum,  that  as  the  marriage  union  failed  in  its  object  wjhen 
either  of  the  parties  showed  a  desire  to  withdraw  from  the  alliance,  it.  was  no  loDger 
worth  preserving,  but  that  at  the  same  time  along  with  its  dissolution  an  innocent  party 
must  be  protected  against  the  caprices  of  an  unjust,  spouse. '  We  are  of  opinion  that  these 
principles  ought  10  govern  a  divorce  law  fot  the' Naira  of  Travancore  whose  marriage 
customs  are  very  much  like  those  of  the  Romans.  “Thera  Will  come  a  time”  says 
Herbert  Spenoer,  “when  union  by  affection  will  be  held  of  primary  moment  and  thu 
union  by  law  as  of  secondary  moment  :  whence  reprobation  of  marital  relations,  in 
which  the  union  by  affection  has  dissolved.” 

It  was  their  opinion  that  among  Nairs  marriage  is  merely  a  civil, 
contract,  that  it  was  dissoluble  at  the  will  of  either;  party  and  that  it  was 
not  expedient  to  prohibit  or  restrict  divorce  in  any  manner  except  by¬ 
way  of  compelling  the  husband,  when  he  is  the  petitioner,  to  give  com¬ 
pensation.'  Accordingly  the  law  was  enacted  in  1088. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  I  want  to  know  whether 
the.  Regulation  has  been  drawn  up  entirely  on  the.  basis  of  the  civil  con¬ 
tract  and  whether  the  spiritual  idea  inculcated  by  the  Hindu  religion, 
finds  any  place  in  the  Regulation. 

Mr.  K.  FARAMESV ARAN  .PILLAI  (Tirunalla) :  I  think  the 
Bill  was  drafted  only  on  the  basis  of  the  report.,  It  was  upon  the  report 
of  the  Marumakkathayam  Committee- that  Regulation  I  of  1088  was 
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drafted.  It  was  the  committee  itself  that  drafted  the  Regulation.  And 
it  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee  that  dealt  with  the  Bill 
through  the  Council  also-  This  Regulation  has  been  in  existence  for 
the  past  ten  years,  and  no  reason  has  been  assigned  by  the  learned 
mover  of  this  amendment  as  to  why  that  law  should  be  changed  now. 
He  has  not  referred  to  any  change 'in  the  customs,  manners  or  opinions 
of  the  people  in  support  of  his  amendment.  In  order  that  an  amend¬ 
ment  of  this  kind  might  be  passed,  which  is  radical  in  its  nature,  very 
good  reasons  should  be  assigned.  I  find  no  particular  reasons 
given  by  Mr.  Menon  In  support  of  this  amendment.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  policy  which  we  have  been  pursuing  is  as  far  as  possible  to 
put  restrictions  upon  divorce.  As,  I  have  already  said,  in  1088,  one 
restriction  was  Dut  in  by  asking  the  husband  to  pay  compensation  up  to 
a  particular  amount.  Now,  we  have  raised  the  amount  to  Rs.  5,000, 
which  will  be  another  restriction,  and  I  hope  the  time  will  probably 
come  when  the  Nayar'community  will  be  prepared  to  put  further  res¬ 
trictions  upon  divorce.  That  time  has  not  yet  come.  I  therefore, 
oppose  the  amendment. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedmmujad)  :  I 
rise  to  support  the  amendment.  In  opposing  the  amendment,  Mr, 
Paramesvaran  Piliai  said  that  the  opinion  of  the  Marumakkathayam 
Committee,  composed  as  it  was  of  esteemed  - gentlemen,  who  should  know 
the  conditions  of  the  country,  was  that  there  was  no  necessity  to  make 
divorce  more,  difficult  than  what  they  recommended.  At  the  time  the 
Marumakkathayam  Committee  gave  its  opinion,  that  opinion  was  sound. 
The  committee  did  not  want  to  dismember,  the  Nayar  tarwad,  and  a 
woman  was  a  member  of  the  tarwad.  Not  even  partition  on  thavazhi 
lines  was  given  to  the  Nayar  community,  although  the  Marumakka- 
thayam  Committee  was  good  enough  to  recommend  thavazhi  partition. 
But,  during  the  last  ten  years,  the  condition  of  society  has  changed. 
There  are  in  the  Bill' proposals  for  individual  partition,  and  there  is  an 
artiemate  cry  asking  for  Makkathayam.  The  poor  woman  who  comes 
out  of  the  family.  iand  then  desires  to  return  to  it  will  be  in  jeopardy, 
because  once  she  gets  her  portion  of  the  tarwad  property  whether  of  her 
own  accord  or  with  the  active  support  or  counsel  of  her  husband  she 
will  indeed  be  unhappy  when' she  is  told  by  her  sisters  and  uncles  to 
walk  out  as  she  has  taken  away  all  her  property.  .  To  my  mind,  the 
proposal  for  giving  the  right  to  claim  individual  partition  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  tarwad— -males  and  . females-— has  put  the.  case  on  a  different 
footing  altogether  and  therefore  I  say  that  Mr.  Hoogewerf  s  amendment 
is  a  wise  one  because  he  wants  to  make  divorce  as  difficult  as  possible, 
— I  mean  Mr.  Govinda-  Menon’s— and  Mr.  Hoogewerf’s  amp.ridTriP.Tit. 
■too  wants  to  make  divorce  as  difficult  as  possible.;  It  is  only  when  a 
woman  becomes  a  lunatic  or  when,  her  temper  is  so  bad  or  when  she  is 
'suffering  from  some  incmable  disease  that  divorce- may  bethought  of  al¬ 
though  some  people,  may  like  to  indulge  in  a  kind  of  butterfly-like  passion. 
It  is  in  this  case  that  a  woman  wants  the  support  .'  and  company  of  her 
husband,  because  she  has  lost  all  community  of  interest  in  her  family. 
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Mk.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  ( Nominated ') :  Can  she  not  go  to  her 
lather’s  house  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangctd)  : 
She  cannot  go  to  the  tarwad.  Mr.  Hoogewerf’s  question  is  due  to  a 
misapprehension-  He  thinks  that  I  am  going  against  the  amendment, 
while  as  a  matter  of  fact  I  am  supporting  him.  (Laughter.) 

PBESIDENT  :  He  has  put  the  question  out  of  curiosity. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  N edumangad)  :  .1 
the  question  is  legitimate,  I  will  answer  him.  If  the  woman  goes  to 
the  parent’s  house,  the  parents  may  not  be  in  existence.  Moreover', 
once  she  has  claimed  a  share  and  walked  out,  nobody  will  be  willing  to 
take  her  back.  I  really  fail  to  see  why,  if  the  demand  for  Makkathayam 
is  so  very  great  in  the  country,  there  should  be  any  difficulty  in  sup¬ 
porting  the  amendment  that  has  been  moved  with  great  brevity  by 
Mr.  Govinda  Menon  and  supported  with  great  vigour  by  Mr.  Hoogewerf . 
We  have  to  look  the  question  in  the  face.  You  want  to  follow  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Brahmins  so  far  as  makkathayam  is  concerned.  But  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Brahmins  do  not  want  to  send  away  their  wives  whenever 
they  like.  I  really  fail  to  see  how  you  can  select  what  you  want  and 
reject  the  things  you  do  not  want  from  makkathayam.  I  have-  heard 
of  individualism  and  the  right  of  every  person  to  do  what  he  or  she 
likes-  The  progress,  of  the  world  shows  that  people  are  against  it. 
The  evils  of  individualism  are  being  recognised  in  various  countries 
so  much  so  that  it  stands  discredited.  If  everybody  is  allowed  to  do 
what  he  or  she  likes  and  when  so  many  evils  come  to  us  in  its  wake, 
the  argument  that  because  we  want  to  be  in  line  with  the  other  com¬ 
munities  in  the  matter  of  makkathayam  we  should  be  free  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  marriage  and  divorce  is  erroneous.  .  Those  who  want  Makka¬ 
thayam  will  certainly  see  eye  to  eye  with  the  amendment  that  has' been 
moved  by  Mr.  Govinda  Menon.  (Hear,  hear.)  „ 

Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Pantr):  Mr.  Para- 
mesvaran  Pillai’s  criticisms  have  been  more  or  less  answered  by  Mr, 
Velu  Pillai.  Of  course,  he  says  I  have  not  made  out  a  case  for  my 
amendment.  The  revolution  in  our  sentiments  and  our  attitude  towards 
marumakkathayam  tarwads  which  have  been  brought  about  during 
the  last  decade  Gain  be  clearly  seen  by  the  provisions  in  the  Bill  under 
discussion.  Except  Mr.  Velu.  Pillai’s  there  is  not  a.  single  amendment 
to  the  provision  which  leaves  all  the  self-acquired  and  separate  proper¬ 
ties  to  one’s  wife  and  children  alone.  Such  a  contingency  was  never 
dreamt  of  when  the  report  of  the1  Marumakkathayam  Committee  was 
written.  Under  the  present  circumstances,  this  provision  is  absolutely 
necessary  and  it  is  a  necessary  corollary  to  the  provision  which  the  Bill, 
as'  it  is,  provides  as  regards  partition  of  the  marumakkatiiayam  tarwads- 

PBESIDENT  :  I  wilt  now  put  the  amendment  to  the  vote, 

The  amendment  runs  as  follows ; — 

In  lines  1  and  iji  delete  the  words  “  in  section  6  of  this  .(Regulation 
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Delete  the  rest  of  the  clause  after  the  words  "resides" -in  line  7 
and  substitute  the  following  : 

‘‘on  any  of  the  following  grounds,  viz.,  insanity,  incurable  disease, 
impotency,  incompatibility  of  temperament,  habitual  cruelty ,  adultery 
or  change  of  religion." 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated 0  :  I  support  the  amendment 

with  the  qualifications  I  have  made. 

PRESIDENT :  You  cannot  qualify  your  vote  like  that. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote,  and  it  was  found  that  11  mem¬ 
bers  voted  for  and  12  against. 

Mr.  A  Govinda  Menon  demanded  a  poll  and  it  was  taken  with  the 
following  result : —  '■ 

AYE'S— 14.. 

1.  Mr.  A.  J.  Van  Boss.'  8.  Mr.  Joseph  Panjikaran. 

2.  „  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  .9.  ,,  V.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai. 

Ag.  Director  of  Agricul-  10.  „  T.-  Lakshmana  Pillai. 

ture.  11.  „  L.  R.  Raja  Raja  Varma 

3.  „  K.  George.  Soil  Tampuran. 

4.  „  ■  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai.  12.  „  A.  Govinda  Menon. 

5.  „  P.  T.  Thomas.  13.  ,,  T.  M.  Chidambaratanu 

6.  „  M.  N.  Pillai.  Pillai. 

7.  „  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  14.  „  P.  Paramesvaran. 

NOES.— 13. 

1.  Mr.  K,  V.  Natesa  Aiyar.  8.  Mr.  T.  Kumara  Pillai. 

2.  ,,  M.  Raja  Raja  Varma-  9.  ,,  N.  Padmanabha  Pillai-. 

3.  E.  Krishna  Pillai.  10.  „  C.  Sankara  Menon. 

4.  „  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar.  11.  „  N.  Ramakrishna  Pillai. 

5.  „  V.  Suhba  Aiyaf,  /  12.  \,  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 

6.  „  A.  Raja  Raja  Varma  Koil  (Tiruvalla). .  ... 

Tampiiran.  13.  „  C.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai. 

7.  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

The  amendment  was  declared  carried.. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved:—  ,  . 

Mb.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum ):  Delete  and  substitute  the 
..following:-- 

“  A  husband  or  wife  may  get  'the  marriage  dissolved  by  dcoreo  of  the  court  of  the 
District  Munsiff  having  jurisdiction,  on  the  ground  of  (o)  temperament,  (i)  habitual 
adultery,  (c)  desertion  in  had  faith,  (<Q  contagious  diseases,  or  (a)  conversion  to  another  : 
religion  ;  and,  except  in  cases  (5)  and  (o'),  if  the  person  seeking  idissolution  is  the  hus¬ 
band,  he  shall  in  all  oases  offer  in  the  plaint  reasonable  compensation  to  the  wife.  ” 

Mb.  M.  R.  Madhava  VabiaB'  (Ohengaiinur  oum  Pattanamtitta  :. 
Lines  7  and  8..  Delete  the  following:— 

.  “  When  the  petitioner  is  the  husband,  he”  and  substitute  the  words  “the 
.  petitioner,  ”  '  ..... 


THE  NATAR  REGULATION  AMENDMENT  BILL, ' 


389 


Mr.  C.  Sankara  Menon  ( Quilon )  :  Lines  7  and  8.  Delete  the 
words: — 

“  When  the  petitioner  is  the  husband  tie  "  ami  substitute  the  words  “  the  peti- 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  ( Shertallai ) :  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Govinda  Menon’s  amendment  has  been  carried,  I  think  that 
the  whole  section — 

PRESIDENT  :  Do  yon  move  the  amendment  ? 

MB.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  {Shertallai):  I  do  not  move  the 

amendment,  . 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved : 

Mr.  Joseph  Panjikaran  ( Shertallai ) :  Line,  9.  Delete  the 
words:-- 

“Except  where  such  respondent  has  renounced  Hinduism  and  has  embraced  another 
religion.  ” 

*  Mr.  C.  Sankara  Menon  ( Quilon ) :  Add  the  following  at  the  end 
of  the' Clause. 

“  or  has  become  an  outcasto,  ” 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarnlara  cum  Kvrnat- 
hir ) :  Sir,  I  move  the  following  amendment : — 

“  Add  the  following  proviso:  ~ 

“  Provided  that  the  wife  shall  be  competent  to  apply  for  divorce, 
if  she  has  completed,  16  years  of age:" 

In  the  proviso  to  Clause  3,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  girl  is  given  the 
power  of  giving  her  consent  to  her  marriage  after  she  completes  her 
Kith,  year.  It  runs  thus: — 

“Or  of  a  female  who  has  not  completed  sixteen  years  of  age,  such  conjugal  union 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a  valid  marriage  unless  it  took  place  or  takes  place  with  the 
consent  of  his  or  her  legal  guardian.  ” 

Clause  5  empowers  her  to  file  a  petition  for  the  divorce  of  her  hus¬ 
band  between  her  16th  and  18th  year.  Clause  1  (10)  defines  the  word 
‘  minor  ’  as  follows: — 

‘'  Minor  means  a  person  who  has  not  completed  eighteen  years  of  age, 

So  evidently,  after  her  18th  year,  if  that  girl  wants  to  file  a  petition 
for  divorce,  she  should  put  in  the  petition  through  the  guardian  as  was 
found  during  the  discussion  of  the  previous  amendment.,  because,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Civil  Procedure  Code,  it  is  gereral  law  tba ,  the  guardian 
alone  can  file  a  petition  fo :  divorce  if  the  petition  is  presented  before 
she  is '18  years  old.  Now  the  question  is  reduced  to  this.  The  girl  can 
give  her  consent  to  her  marriage  just  after  she  completes  her  16th  year. 
But  if  she  wants  a  divorce  from  her  husband  during  the  period  between 
16  and  18,  the  guardian  is  to  go  for  filing  the  petition  for  divorce.  It  is 
awkward  in  another  way  also.  When  a  girl  gives,  her  consent  to  her 
marriage,  the  guardian  may  not  have  consented  to  it.  So  it  is  possible 
that  the  guardian  may,  run  up  to  the  court  and  file  a  petition  to  divorce 
the  husband  on  her  behalf.  So  that  is  not  a  discretion  to  be  given  to  the 
guardian.  Again,  when  we  come  to  Section  11  of  the  Bill,  it  is  stated; 


890  •  fflUVANCOBE  liEGIBL.VTIVE  COTWCUL.  (7TH  JtJNE  1924. 

[Mb.  N,  Kumaran.J 

“  The  husband  shall  be  the  legal  guardian  of  his  minor  wife  and  the  father  the 
legal  guardian  of  bis  minor  children  in  respect  of  their  person  and  property 

So,  if  the  girl  wants  to  have  divorce  from  her  husband,  the  guardian 
.who  should  go  to  the  court  and  file  the  petition  on  her  behalf  is  her 
husband  himself.  That  is*raiher  very  awkward.  Not  only  that.  It  is  rea¬ 
sonable  to  hold  that,  if  a  girl  can  be  allowed  to  give  her  consent  to  a 
marriage  in  her  16th  year,  or  rather  just  after  she  completes  her  16th  year, 
.it  is  only  reasonable  and  logical  to  allow  her  to  go  to  the  court  for  divorce 
also.  Tor  these  reasons,  I  propose  that  this  amendment  be  accepted  by 
the  Council. 

Me.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Nominated) :  I  second  it. 

Me.  K.  PAR AME SV ARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirnmlla ):  I  have  no 
objection  in  accepting  the  amendment.  If  a  girl  can  give  her  consent  to 
the  marriage,  it  certainly  stands  to  reason  that  she  should  be  allowed  to 
file  the  petition  for  divorce  also.  I  have,  therefore,  no  objeciion-to 
accept  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  nemcon. 

PRESIDENT:  '  I  now  move  that  Clause  5  as  amended  stand  part 
of  the  Bill. 

The  Clause  as  amended  was  put  and  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  6. 

Me.  A.  C40VINDA  MENON  (Almigad  ■  cum  Pamr):  My 
amendment  relating  to  Clause  5  was  carried.  Therefore,  there  is  no 
necessity  for  Clause  6.  It  is  superfluous. 

PRESIDENT  :  So,  you  move  that  it  be  deleted. 

.  Me.  A.  CtOVINDA  MENON  (Alavgad  cum  Farm) :  Yes. 

Mb.  -T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  (Iialkulam  emu 
Tovala) :  I  second  it. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  and  Clause  6  of  the  bill  was  deleted. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (N  eyyattinkara)  :  Claused 
has  been  deleted.  So,  I  do  not  move  my  amendment.  . i  ‘ 

The  following  amendment  was  accordingly  not  moved. 

Me.  G.  Paramesvaban  Piblai  (Neyyattinkam) :  Line  I 
Delete  the  words : 

“  and  it  shall  in  no  case  exceed  five  thousand  rupees  • 

PRESIDENT:  The  next  amendment  stands  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  N.  Kumaran,  and  he  is  not  present. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
The  next  four  amendments  relate  to  Clause  6  which  has  been  deleted. 

PRESIDENT:  Yes.  I  take  it  that  those  amendments  are  not  to 
be  moved.  _  ■ 

The  following  amendments  were  accordingly  not  moved:-— •  ' 

.  Mb.  N.  Kumaran  (Nominated):  Line  4,  Delete  the  words 
;  :  “aud  it  ahull  in  no  case  exceed  Rs. -5,000” 
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Mb.  M.  N,  Pillai  ( Trivandrum ) :  Lines  3  and  4.  Omit  th.e 
words  : — 

■‘but  without  going4  into  the  grounds  of  the  propc  .ed  dissolution". 

Mb.  M.  R.  Madhava  Vaiiiab  (Chen  jannu r  cum  ■  PaUancmUtt'j,)', 
Add  the  following  at  the  end: — 

“when  the  petitioner  is  the  husband,  and  Ks.  500  when'the  petitioner  is  the  wife”, 
Me.  C.  Sankara  Menon  ( Quilon ) ;  Add  the  following  proviso 
to  Clause  6  : —  . 

"Provided  that  it  shall  be  competent  to  the  Court  to  anrpiiro  whether  the  respondent 
has  renounced  Uinduism  and  hits  embraced  any  other  religion  or  has  become  an  outeaste 
if  it  is  alleged  as  a  ground  for  not  offering  'compensation  in  the  portion  ". 

Mb.  A.  GO VINDA  MENON  ( Almgadcnm  Parur);  It  is  by  a 
mistake  that  I  sent  up  this  amendment.  Clause  7  ought  to  be  there. 
So  I  do  not  move  the  amendment. 

The  following  amendment  was  accordingly  not  moved  : — 

Me.  A.  Govinda  Mneon  (Alangad  cum  Parur )  . 

Delete  the  Clause. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum);  I  move  the  following  amend¬ 
ment  to  Clause  7; — 

Delete  and  substitute  the  following: — 

“The  Proceedings  iu  a  divorce  suit  shall  bo  hold  in  camera  and  shall  not  be  publish¬ 
ed.” 

Sir,  if  there  is  an  open  trial,  much  dirty  linen  will  have  to  be 
washed  in  open  court.  .We. must,  in  the  interests  of  public  morals  and 
safety,  avoid  such  trial  in  the  public. 

PRESIDENT:  How  does  your  amendment ‘form  a  substitution 
for  Clause  7?  . 

'Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  It  may  be  added. 

PRESIDENT:  No.  You  have  stated  in  your  amendment 

“Delete1  and  substitute,  the  following”,  \  You  want  ■  Clause  7  to  be 
deleted  and  your  clause  substituted  instead. 

Mr.'  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  It  may.  be  added  with  the 
permission  of  the  President. 

PRESIDENT:  Yes,  I  give  you  the  permission.  • 

Mr.'  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Ti  ivandrum) :  I  move  that  the  following 
be  added  to  Clause  7  :  — 

.  “  The  proceedings  in  a  divorce  suit  shall  be  held,  in  camera  and, 
shall  noi  be  published". 

‘  I  think  the  trial  should  be  in  camera  and  private.  That  is  all  that 
I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) ;  I  second  it. 

-  Mr,  V:  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil )  r ..  I  beg 
to  oppose-it  as  it  stands,  It  does  not  seem  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
Clause  ;7  at  all.  He  may  move  it  as  a  separate  clause  to  be  added  at 
the  end  of  the  Chapter. 
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PRESIDENT  :  It;  relates  to  the  petition. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA.  AIYAR  {Additional  HeadSirkar  Vakil)  The 
Clause  relates  to  the  service  of  summons.  ~ 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  ) :  I  have  no  objection  to  have 
it  as  a  separate  section. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalopwha)  :  We  have  tc 
renumber  the  Clauses  on  account  of  the  deletion  of  Clause  6.  We  can 
add  this  Section  also  when  we  renumber  the  others. 

PEESIDENT :  Yes,  while  renumbering,  it  can  be  put  in,  but 
only  as  a  separate  clause.  . 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alanyad  cum  Pantr)  :  It  comes 
naturally  under  Section  8  and  I  have'  to  move  a  similar  amendment 
under  that  Section.  I  do  not  think,  therefore,  that  there  is  any.  neces¬ 
sity  for  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai’s  amendment. 

PEESIDENT:  In  view  'of  that  fact  you,  may  withdraw  jour 
amendment,  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai;  That  is  my.  suggestion.  It  is  for  you 
to  decide. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

.  PEESIDENT:  Does,  the- House  permit  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  to 
withdraw  his  amendment?  : 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Tirnvalla):  With  the 
President's  permission,  I  wish  to  state  that,  in  view  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  and  adopted  by  this  Council,  the  proce¬ 
dure  in  regard  to  divorce  proceedings  will  have  to  be  clearly  laid  down, 
and  I  propose  to  bring  up  the  necessary  amendments  on  Monday, 
because  I  think  the  procedure  laid  down  here  will  not  suit  the  procedure 
contemplated  by  the  amendment  'in  regard  to.,  divorce,  that  has  been 
proposed  and  carried.  With  the  permission  .of  the  Chair  I  propose  to 
make  the  necessary  amendments  on  Monday. 

PRESIDENT  :  Then,  what  is  the  objection  to.  the  amendment 
being  withdrawn?  '  ' 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruralh ):  We  have  no 
objection.-  '  -  I  - 

PEESIDENT :  You  may  bring  up  suitable  amendments  on 
Monday.:  .  . 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn  withlhe  permission  of  the  House, 

Clause  7  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  8, 

Mr.,  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ,(KoltarakaYa  cum  Kumuit- 
tur) :  Here  also  some  difficulty  arises.;  It.  presupposes  an  enquiry  as  to 
the  determination,  of  the  amount*o£  compensation.’.  It  was  with  regard 
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to  that  that  I  had  sent  up  an  amendment,  and  as  Mr.  Menon’s  amend¬ 
ment  is  carried,  I  think  some  more  provision  has  to  be  made  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  With  the  permission  of  the  President,  I  wish  to  move 
the  amendment  afresh  with  suitable  changes. 

PRESIDENT :  The  mover  of  the  Bill  has  obtained  my  permission 
to  bring  in  fresh  amendments  which  will  be  in  accordance  with  the 
amendment  already  carried  in  the  House. 

Mr,  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum  Knnnat- 
tur):  I  want  the  mover  to  say  what  I  should  do  with  this  amend¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirumlla ) :  The  whole  of 
Section  8  will  have  to  be  recast. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Koehukunju  Pillai,  are  you  going  to  move 
this  amendment  ?  It  becomes  unnecessary  in. .  view  of  the  fact  that 
Section  8  is  to  be  amended. 

M».  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum  Kunnat- 
tur)  :  It  does  not  become  unnecessary. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  All7  AN  GAR  (.Nominated)  (Deputy 
President ) :  That  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  amendments  to  be  made 
on  Monday,  It  must  be  postponed  pending  the  amendments  of  Mr. 
Paramesvaran  Pillai  to  be  made  on  Monday. 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum  Kunnat- 
tur )  :  The  wording  of  my  amendment  should  necessarily  be  changed. 

.  PRESIDENT  :  Then  all  these  amendments  will  have  to  be 
changed. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirumlla) :  I  move  that 
we  proceed  to  Clause  9  now  and  that  other  amendments  in  regard  to 
Clause  8  stand  over  till  Monday-  . 

PRESIDENT  :  I  fear  that  has  become  unavoidable. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  All 
these  amendments  will  depend  upon  how  Section  8  is  to  be  worded, 
because  the  understanding  was  that  the  grounds  for  dissolution  were  not 
to  be  gone  into  by  the  Court, 

"  PRESIDENT :  All  amendments  up  to  amendment  No.  52  will 
stand  over. 

Clause  0, 

Mr.  V.  -  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Ghirayinkil)  ;  In  view  of 
another  amendment  of  Mr.  A.  G.ovinda  Menon  on  the  same  point,  I  do 
not  move  the  following  amendment 

In  Clausa  -9,  lino  1,  add  the  words  “or  mslo”  after  tho  word  “fomalu". 
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Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  I  beg  to  move  the  follow¬ 
ing  amendment 

‘•In  Clause  d,  line  1,  add  after  thefjword  “ female ”  the  -word  “or  a 
male”. 

Sir,  renouncing  Hinduism  and  embracing  another  religion  does  not 
necessarily  mean  the  lowering  of  status  or  excommunication  according 
to  the  present  notions  prevalent  among  the  majority  of  Nayars, 

PRESIDENT:  I  find  Mr.  Madhava  Variar’s  amendment  is  also- 
the  same.  i.  e., 

Iu  line  1,  Clause  9,  add  »f tor  the  words  “a  subsequent  marriage  of"  the  words 
“a  male  or”. 

MR.  TRIVIKRAMAR  VASUDEVAR  (. Jenmies ) :  og)cr5lceffl  smaa 
ofccuJ’aaofiQ.di^as  roigfeala  ca)|lf]gj.  d  ©’  cna®  ao^aa  o^aSW 


Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  In 
view  of  Mr.  Govinda  Menon’s  amendment  to  Clause  $  that  was  carried, 
further  Sections  have  to  be  carefully  read.  So  I  do  not  think  the  House 
will  have  very  serious  objection  to  our  rising  now  and  meeting  on  Mon¬ 
day  in  order  to  think  over  the  matter  as  to  what  all  amendments  are 
necessary. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILL  A I  (Ambalapuahai):  The  question 
of  monogamy  or  polygamy  can  be  discussed  now. 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
ideas  of  restricting  monogamy  and  polygamy  have  to  be  considered  in 
view  of  the  conditions  regarding  divorce.  Mr  .  Vasudevar  also  com¬ 
plains  that  he  has  not  been  supplied  with  the  translation '  of  the  amend¬ 
ments, 

PRESIDENT:  The  complaint  of  Mr,  Vasudevar  requires  to  be 
looked  into. 

The  House  will  rise  now  and  will  meet  again  at  11-30  A,  if.  on 
Monday. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  4-5  p,  m. 


S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR, 
Seerefary  to  the  Legislative  Council. 


TRAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

FIRST  SESSION. 


Monday,  the  9th  June,  1924. 


[OFFICIAL  REPORT) 


The  Council  met  again  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at 
Eleven  Forty-five  of  the  Clock,  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


[ Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standing  Order  No.  12 — 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  the  quostions  and  answers  to  lie  put  and  given  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  shall  be  placed  on  the  Council  table  15  minutes  before  the  President  taken 
his  seat. 

(2)  The  questions  shall  be  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner:— 

,  The  Secretary  shall  call  the  name  of  eaoh  interpollator  in  serial  order,  specify  . the 
serial  number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable  op¬ 
portunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  he  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary  question. 
Supplementary  questions  must  be  put  immediately  after  tho  principal  questions  to  which 
they  relate.] 

Document  Writers. 

,238;  .  Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  ( Changammr  mm  Pattanam- 
titta):  (a)  Are  the  Government  aware  of  the  evils  resulting  from 
the  preparation  and  writing  of  documents  by  inexperienced  document 
writers? 

(b)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  make  a  rule  that  only  duly 
qualified  and  licensed  persons  will  be  permitted  to  prepare  documents 
for.  registration  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) 
(a)  Government  are  informed  that  documents  are  sometimes 
written  by  inexperienced  persons. 

(L)  Government  do  not  consider  that  there  is  sufficient  justifica¬ 
tion  for  taking  any  action. 

Independent  Shop  System  in  the  Northern  Taluks. 

239.  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nominated) :  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state : 

*  (a)  when  the  independent  shop  system  in  regard  to  the  vend  of 
arrack  was  introduced  in  the  northern  taluks  of  Travancore ; 
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(b)  whether  a  similar  system  for  vending  arrack  was  in  vogue  in 
neighbouring  taluks  in  the  Cochin  State  at  the  time  that  system 
was  introduced  in  those  taluks ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the  price  of  arrack 
was  the  same 'in  the  Travancore  taluks  and  Cochin  taluks  bordering 
them  at  the  time ; 

(a)  when  the  independent  shop  system  in  regard  to  toddy  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  other  taluks  of  the  Kottayam  Division ; 

(d)  whether  it  is  true  that  the  late  Excise  Commissioner  recom¬ 
mended  the  introduction  of  the  independent  shop  system  for  vending 
toddy  in  the  northern  taluks  only  after  knowing  the  result  of  the  work¬ 
ing  of  the  same  system  in  regard  to  the  vend  of  arrack  in  those  taluks 
and  clearly  understanding  all  the  conditions  regarding  the  sale  of  toddy 
in  the  bordering  taluks  of  Cochin ; 

(e)  whether  it  is  true  that,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  late 
Excise  Commissioner,  the  Government  sanctioned  the  introduction  of 
the  independent  shop  system  for  vending  toddy  in  regard  to  the  taluks 
of  the  Northern  Division  and  published  a  notification  in  the  Gazette 
over  the  signature  of  the  Dewan,  fixing  the  sites,-  the  number  of  the 
shops  and  the  dates  of  auction ; 

(f)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  a  few  days  before  the  date  fixed  for 
the  auction  of  the  proposed  shops,  the  present  Excise  Commissioner, 
who  had  just  taken  charge  of  the  department,  recommended  to  the 
Government  the  cancellation  of  the  Government  notification  referred 
to  above ; 

( g )  whether  they  will  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  the  letters  ■ 
of  the  late  and  the  present  Excise  Commissioners,  the  one  recommend¬ 
ing  the,  introduction  of  the  system  and  -the  other  recommending  the 
cancellation  of  the  Government  notification  bringing  the  taluks  under 
the  independent  system ; 

( h )  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  taluks  of  Parur,  Alangad,  and 
Kunnatnad  were  then  held  by  Mr.  Nadar  and  the  taluks  of  Muvattu- 
puzha  and  Todupuzha  by  Mr.  Karayalar ; 

(i)  why  the  independent  shop  system  was  introduced  at  the  time 
only  in  the  two  taluks  held  by  Mr.  Karayalar  and  not  in  the  three 
taluks  held  by  Mr.  Nadar; 

.  (?)  -whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  two  taluks  of  Mr.  Karayalar, 

which  have  been  brought-  under  the  independent  shop  system,  partly 
border  the  Cochin  State ; 

(k)  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that,  by  bringing  the  two  taluks  held 
by  Mr..  Karayalar  under  the  independent  shop  system,  Government  have 
gained  about  Rs.  3,00,000  since  the  time  these  taluks  were  brought 
under  the  hew  system  and  that  Government  have  lost  a  proportionately 
large  amount  during  the  same  period  by  not  bringing '  the  other  three 
taluks  held  by  Mr.  Nadar  under  the  new  system;  and 
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( D  why  the  three  taluks  held  by  Mr.  Nadar  were  not  put  tip  to 
public  auction  but.  given  to  him  by  private  arrangement  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government] ): 

{a)  In  1090. 

( b )  A  similar  system  was  in  force  in  Cochin  at  the  time.  The 
prices  were  not  the  same  in  both  borders,  but  the  Cochin  Government 
undertook  to  assimilate  their  prices  as  far  as  possible  to  ours. 

(c)  The  independent  shop  system  in  regard  to  toddy  was  extended 
to  the  five  taluks  of  Kottayam,  Changanachery,  Ettumanur,  Minach.il 
and  Peermade  in  1090  and  to  Muvattupuzha  and  Todupuzha  in  1096. 

(d)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(e)  Yes. 

(/)  The  present  Excise  Commissioner  recommended  the  cancella- 
tion  of  the  notification  only  in  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  taluks  of  Kun- 
natnad,  Alangad  and  Parur. 

(g)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(A)  Yes. 

(i)  At  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  the  independent  shop  system 
there  was  great  disparity  in  the  rates  of  the  tax  prevailing  in  Travancore 
and  Cochin.  As  the  taluks  of  Parur,  Alangad  and  Kunnatnad  held  by 
Mr.  Nadar  lay  closely  interlaced  with  the  Cochin  border,  it  was  not  con¬ 
sidered  expedient  to  introduce  the  system  into  those  taluks  also  till  .the 
disparity  had  been  removed  to  some  extent.  This  reason  did  not  apply 
to  Muvattupuzha  and  Todupuzha,  the  taluks  held  by  Mr.  Subrahmanya 
Karayalar,  as  the  former  touches  the  Coch'in  border  only  for  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  and  the  latter  is  not  on  the  Cochin  border  at  all. 

(j)  Vide  answer  to  part  ©. 

(k)  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  such  problematical  gains  and 

(l)  It  is  neither  usual  nor  expedient  to  put  up  to  public  auction 
taluks  under  the  farming  system. 

Mb,  A.  HOOGEWEEF  [Nominated)  :  Was  the  reason  put  for¬ 
ward  only  that  the  tree  tax  in  Cochin  was  lower  than  that  in  Travan- 
core  ? 

PRESIDENT ;  .  Are  you  referring  to  the  answer  or"  to  the 
question  ?  You  must  put  a  supplementary  question  with  reference  to 
the  answer  and  not  to  the  question. 

Mr,  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ) ;  1  am  putting  a  question 
With  reference  to  the  answer  to  part  (6).  I  am  asking  a  supplementary 
question,  i,  e.,  whether  the  reason  put  forward  was  only  that  the  tree 
tax  in  Cochin  was  lower  than  in  Travancore. 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government): 

Ye». 
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Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (No  mi  rated) :  Did  the  Excise  Commis¬ 
sioner,  I  mean  Mr.  Van  Boss,  state  at  the  time  that  the  shop  rental  was 
proportionately  higher  in  Cochin,  which  equalised  the  price  of  toddy 
on  the  two  borders  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  ‘  Government) ; 
Is  that  with  reference  to  (/)  ? 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  It  is  in  continuation  of  ( b ). 

Mb.  S.  PABAMESVARA  AIYAR  -(Secretary  to  Government ): 
There  is  no  reference  to  Mr.  Van  Ross  or  the  Excise  Commissioner 
in  (b). 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Has  the  tree  tax  in  Cochin 
been  increased  now  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
Yes.  '  " 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated,) :  If  so,  when  "and.  by  how 
much  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government): 
I  have  no  information  and  I  claim  notice. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Is  it  the  same  as  in  Tra- 
vapcore? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  :  I 
am  not  aware. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  The  answer  to  (p)  is :  “The 
answer  is  in  the  negative.”  If  so,  how  did  the  Government  accept 
Mr.  Raman  Pillai’s  recommendations  and  publish  a  notification  intro¬ 
ducing  this  system  in  the  northern  taluks? 

MB.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) :  On 
the  information  that  was  then  available  to  the  Government. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  The  answer  to  (g)  is  in  the 
negative.  Was  it  a  confidential  letter  or  an  official  communication  ? 

...  Mb  S.  PARAMESVARA,  AIYAR  (Sear etary  to  Government):  I 
am  not  prepared  to  disclose  the  contents  of  a  document  which  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  are  not  prepared  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  say  how  lnanydays  after  the  present  Excise  CotniiiisMbher 
took  charge  of  the  department,  he  recommended  the  cancellation  of 
the  Government  notification  introducing  the  independent  .shop  system 
into  the  northern  taluks  ? 

Mb.  S.. PARAMESVARA AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) :  Soon 
after.  Y 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  How  many  days  after  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) :  Ido 
not  remember,  A 
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Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that,  in 
their  order  No.  S.  R.  986,  dated  the  17th  April,  1920,  Government  made 
Mr.  Nadar  clearly  understand  that  the  introduction  of  the  independent 
shop  system  into  the  three  taluks  held  by  him,  viz.,  Parur,  Kunnatnad 
including  Vazhakufom  pakuthi,  and  Alangad  including  Edappalli,  would 
not  be  delayed  further  than  the  biennial  contract  for  1096  and  1097  ? 
On  the  face  of  this  letter,  how  was  the  contract  for  those  'taluks  given 
again  to  Mr.  Nadar  ? 

PRESIDENT:  That  does  not  arise. 

MR.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Are  the  Government  aware 
that  it  was  the  continuance  of  this  contract  that  gave  rise  to  the  mal¬ 
practices  said  to  have  been  rampant  in  these  taluks  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary'  to  Government) : 
Government  have  no  information. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Is  it -a  fact  that  these 
taluks  also  are  to  be  brought  under  the  independent  shop  system  in  the 
next  biennial  contract  ? 

.  MR.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)'. 
Yes. 

MR.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Will  the  Government  be 
.  pleased  to  state  the  reasons  for  bringing  these  taluks  now  under  the 
new  system  ? 

ME.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)'. 
Government  have  thought  that  the  time  has  now  become  ripe  for  intro¬ 
ducing  that  system  in  these  taluks. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Are  the  Government  aware 
that,  they  secured  a  gain  of  about  half  a  lakh  of  rupees  by  bringing  the  two 
taluks  held  by  Mr..  Karayalar — Muvattupuzha  and  Todupuzha-  under 
the  new  system,  besides  about  one-third  of  this  amount  under  tree  tax  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  answer  to  that  is  contained  in.  (&):  .  “It  is  impossible  to  estimate 
.  such  problematical  gains  and  losses.’’ 

Mr.  A1.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  How  much  did  the  Govern¬ 
ment  gain  by  bringing  these  two  taluks  under  the  independent  shop 
system  four  years  ago? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)'. 
I  must  have  notice.  . 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  i  Are  the  Government  aware 
that,  by  delaying  the  introduction  of  the  hew  system  in  the  three  taluks 
held  by  Mr.  Nadar  for  four  long  years,  th.ey  have  lost  about  five  lakhs 
of  rupees  in  the  way  of  rental  and  tree  tax  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  answer  to  that  is  in  ( h ).  Government  cannot  estimate  such  pro¬ 
blematical  gains  and  losses. 
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Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  With  respact  to  (£),  was  it 
not  the  practice  before  to  put  up  the  taluks  under  the  farming  system 
to  auction  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government ) : 
No.  In  the  case  of  big  contracts  it  was  not  the  practice  invariably  to 
put  them  up  to  public  auction. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Was  it  not  done  in  public 
auction  in  the  Huzur  Cuteherry  by  the  Dewan  himself  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
Not  in  all  cases. 

Me;  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  I  beg  to  know  whether 
there  was  any  Government  notification  regarding  the  sale  of  the  three 
taluks  held  by  Mr.  Nadar  for  1098  and  1099. 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  i {Secretary  to  Government ): 
I  claim  notice. 

Tappers’  Strike. 

240.  Mr.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavanlcod ) ; 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  occasions  on 
which  the  tappers  struck  work  in  the  Arukutty  and  other  circles  ? 

(b)  Have  the  District  Superintendents  of  Police,  Messrs.  Padma-. 
nabhan  Tampi  and  Gomatinayakam  Pillai,  reported  to  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Police  the  causes  of  the  sam«,  and  has  the  Commissioner  sub¬ 
mitted  a  report  to  the  Government  in  the  matter  ? 

(c)  If  the  Commissioner  of  Police  has  submitted  a  report  to  the 
Government  on  the  subject,  will  they  be  pleased  to  lay  it  on  the  table  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government y. 

(a)  In  1096  there  was  a  strike  of  tappers  in  the  Vaikam  taluk. 

(b)  Yes. 

.  .  :  (c)  The  answer  Is  in  the  negative.  Vide  also  the  answer  to 

question  No.  19.0  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
Vol.  II.  ' 

Certain  Works  in  the  Pazhayar  River. 

241.  Me,  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavanlcod) : 

(а)  Will  theGoverrunent  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the  late  Chief 
Engineer  Mr.  Bastow  and  the  late  Excise  Commissioner  Mr.  N.  Raman 
Pillai  had,  as.  a  result  of  theh  joint  inspection,,  sent  up  a  report  to  the 
Government,  stating  that  that  portion  of  the  Pazhayar  river  which  runs 
through  the  salt .  pans  is  very  narrow  and  that  the  river  should  be 
widened  and  brought  to  the  total  breadth  of  1,000  feet  ? 

(б)  Will  the  Government  ie  pleased  to  state  their  reasons  for  not 
sanctioning  the  works  in  accordance  with  this  report  based  on -expert 
opinion? 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS- 


901 


(e)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  it  has  come 
to  their  knowledge  that  the  loss  of  salt  d.ue  to  the  last  year’s  floods  was, 
though  occasioned  by  the  cyclone,  helped  by  the  narrowness  of  the 
Pazhayar  river  near  the  salt  pans  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

(b)  Mr.  Bastow’s  proposal  involved  the  acquisition  of  portions  of 
existing  salt  factories  at  a  prohibitive  cost.  Mr.  Bastow  did  not  give 
hydraulic  particulars  on  which  his  opinion  was  based.  So  Mr.  J acob, 
his  successor,  who  re-examined  the  question,  suggested  an  alternative 
scheme.  His  proposal  was  for  dismantling  the  mission  dam  in  the 
Pazhayar  and  the  draining  and  alignment  of  the  deep  water  channel. 
Government  adopted  this  alternative. 

(c)  Government  have  no  such  information. 

.  •  Statement  of  Lands  assigned  to  Dejjressed  Classes. 

242.  Me.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  "VARIAR  '  {Chengannur  cum 
Pattanamtittta) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a 
talukwar  statement  of  the  lands  already  assigned  to  the  depressed  classes 
at  concessional  rates  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief '  Secretary  to  Government) : 

A  statement*  furnishing  the  information  for  three  years  from  1096 
M.  E.  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Qualification  for  Assistant  Sanitary  Officers. 

243.  Mr.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  {Kalhulam  cum  ■ 

Tovala) :  {a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether,  at 

the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Sanitary  Department  and  for:  some  time 
thereafter,  there  was  any  understanding  that  Assistant  Sanitary  Officers 
should  have  passed  some  medical  test  ? 

(b)  When  was  this  rule  dispensed  with  ? 

(c)  What  were  the  reasons  for  its  discontinuance  ? 

•  :  Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  '{Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

{a)  The  post  of  Assistant  Sanitary  Officers  was  created"  in  1902, 
i.  e.,  nearly  seven  years  after  the  formation,  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 
The  Hospital  Assistants’  Examination  was  then  prescribed  as  the  medi¬ 
cal  qualification  for  the  post. 

(b)  This  rule  was  modified  in  1905  when  the  Certificated  Sani¬ 
tary  Inspectors’  Test  was  prescribed  as  an  alternative  qualification. 

(c)  Because  the  work  of  itinerant  medical  relief  which  had  been 
entrusted  to  the  Sanitary  Department  was  discontinued  in  1905.  'c  j.  „ 

Kudivilafor  Boyal  Trees  on  Ayacut  Lands. 

.  244.  Mr.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  (Kalkulam  cum 
Tovala)-.  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  year  up 
to  which  hudivila  has  been  paid  for  the  royal  trees  cut  and  removed 
through  the  Forest  Department  from  ayacut  lands  ? 

*  Vide  appendix  I — page  915. 
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[Mr.  R.  Krishna:  Pillai.] 

(5)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  from  what  year 
kudivila  has  to  be  paid,  what  .the  amount  due  in  each  year  is,  and  what 
amount  has  actually  been  paid  ? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) ; 

(a)  and  (6)  Kudivila  is  at  present  one-half  of  the  net  sale  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  royal  trees  cut  and  removed  from  private  lands  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  depdts  by  contractors  engaged'  for  the  purpose,  unless  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  these  lands  require  them  for  their  own  use  in  which  case  they 
are  called  upon  to  pay  the  Government  half  the  tariff  rates.  The  supply 
contracts  of  the  department  usually  run  for  a  period  of  2  to  3  years  and 
the  sale  of  timbers  worked  thereunder  is  likewise  spread  over  the  same 
period.  It  is  only  when  all  the  timber  delivered  at  the  depots  as  per  the 
terms  of  a  contract  is  disposed  of  and  the  accounts  of  the  contractor  are 
settled,  that  claims  for  kudivila  can  be  taken  up  for  consideration.  In 
view  of.  this  and  as  accounts  have  to  be  kept  contractwar,  it  is  not  pos¬ 
sible  to  state  exactly  the  year  up  to  which  kudivila  has  been  paid,  the 
year  from  which  it  is.  in  arrears,  and  the  extent  of  the  arrears  relating 
to  each  year.  A  statement*  showing .  the  amount  of  kudivila  paid  in. 
the  years  1094  to  1098  is  laid  on  the  table.  As  the  question  of  granting 
full  proprietorship  over  royal  trees  standing  on  private  lands  is  now. 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Eree  Pass  Committee,  any  scheme  for 
simplifying  the  procedure  now  in  vogue  for  payment  of  kudivila  has  to 
await  the  report  of  that  committee. 

Payment  of  Kudivila. 

245.  Mb.  TABIATU  KUNJlTOMMAN  {Wuvathipuzha)  :  (a)  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  total  amount  pending  payment 
up  to  the  30th  Karahatakam  last  on  account  of  kudivila  on  trees  ? 

(6)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  arrange  for  the  imme¬ 
diate  payment  of  such  dues  ? 

Mb.  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  .  Government)  : 

",  (a)  and.  (b)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  interpella¬ 
tion  No.  244. 

Imposition  of  Prohibitory  Assessment  on  Members  of  the 
Depressed  Classes. 

246.  Me.  C.  RAMANKUNJU  (Nominated):  How  many  occu¬ 
pants  belonging  to  the  depressed  classes  were  charged  with  prohibitory 
assessment  during  the:  last  five  years  and  what  was  the.  amount  realised 
thereby  ?  . 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
One  hundred  and  four  occupants  were  charged  with  prohibitory  assess¬ 
ment  during  the  last  five  years  and  a  sum  of  Es.  346  was  realised 
thereby.  . 
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Castewar  Statement  of  S c ho larship-ho Iders. 

247.  Mb.  C,  BAMANKUNJU  (Nominated) :  Will  'the  Govern- 
meat  be  pleased  to  place  on.  the  table  a  castewar  statement  of  scholar¬ 
ship-holders  in  the  State  during  the  last  three  years  and  the  value 
of  scholarships  held  by  the  members  of  each  caste  ? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government ) :  The 
statement*  required  by  the  member  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Ambalapuzha-Takazhi  Eoad. 

248.  Me.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PTLihhl(Ambalapu?Jia) '  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  ascertain  from  the  Chief  Engineer  whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  road  from  Ambalapuzha  to  Takazhi  gets  totally 
out  of  condition  during  the  rainy  season,  year  after  year,  becoming 
quite  useless  and  even  dangerous  for  people  to  walk  along  the  same  ? 

Mb.  B.  .KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
'The  Chief  Engineer  is  aware  of  the  condition  of  the  road  during  the 
rainy  season.  Its  improvement  into  &pucca  cart-road  would  be  a  costly 
affair.  The  matter  is,  however,  engaging  his  attention. 

Statement  of  Applications  for  Assistant  Surgeon’s  Post. 

249.  Mb.  M.  N,  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  Will  the  .Government 
be  pleased  to  give  a  castewar  statement  of  the  applications  received  for 
Assistant  Surgeon’s  place  with  their  dates,  and  such  appointments  made, 
permanent,  acting  and  temporary  during  Dr.  Lakshmanan’s  term 
of  office  as  Darbar  Physician  ? 

Mb.  B.  KBISHNA'  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

The  statement t  required  by  the  member  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Deputation  of  a  Medical  Officer  on  Study  'Leave. 

.  250,  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  -  (a)  Will  the  Gov¬ 

ernment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  propose  to  send  any  medical 
man  to  England  for  further  training  on  study  leave?  If  so,  will  they 
be  pleased  to  state  the  name  of  the  person  so  selected  and  when-  he  ■ 
is  to  be  sent  ? 

,  (b)  Has  the  Darbar  Physician  asked  any  of  his  subordinate 

whether  they  are  willing  to  undergo  further  studies  at  their  own.eK 
pense?  If  not,  why? 

(c)  If  any  medical  main  is  to  be  sent,  will  the  Government  state 
the  subject  in  which  he  is  to  specialise  ? 

Mb.  B.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  There  is  no  such  proposal  at  present. 

(b)  Yes.  .  •  '  '  :  '  - 

(c)  The  question  does  not  arise  in  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (a) . 

*Vide  appendix  III  -page  tl7.  f  Tide  appendix  IV— pages  918  to*^2Q, 
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[Mr,  R.  Krishna  Pillai.] 

Public  Health  Lectures. 

251-  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  (a)  Will  the  Govern¬ 

ment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the  Sanitary  Commissioner  has 
issued  circulars  to  the  Sanitary  Circle  Officers  to  deliver  health  lectures 
in  the  course  of  their  inspection  work  ? 

(b)  If  so,  will  they  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  statement 
showing  the  number  of  lectures  delivered  by  each  Sanitary  Officer  in 
1098  and  up  to  Dhanu,  1099,  the  places  at  which  they  were  delivered, 
the:  names  of  the  officers  who  have  lectured,  the  names  of  the  chairmen 
of  those  meetings,  the  subjects  dealt  with  and  the  approximate  number 
of  people  assembled  at  each  of  such  meetings  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  Since  the  abolition  of  the  Public  Lecture  Committee,  the 
Sanitary  Circle  Officers  have  been  having  informal  talks  with  the  people  - 
during  their  inspections  on  matters  of  public  health, 

(6)  A  statement*  containing  the  available  information  is  laid  on 
the  table. 

Village  Road  to  Nizhur. 

252.  Mb.  N.  "RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vailcam  cum  Ettu- 
rnanur)  :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  are 
aware  of  the  existence  of  a  village  road  branching  off  from  the  Kottayam- 
Muvattupuzharoad  at  the  110th  mile  north-west  to  the  Nizhur  temple  ? 

(b)  If  so,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  say  whether  this  road 

has  ever  been  repaired  ?  , 

■  (cj  Have  the  Government  received  any  petition  from  the  people 
cf  the  locality  praying  for  improving  and  extending  this  road  so  as  to 
serve  the  villages  of  Kattampakkal,  Nizhur,  Arunuttimangalam  and  other 
planes  and  to  connect  it  with  the  newly  constructed  Talayolapparampu- 
Kuttattukulam  road  ? 

(d)  Is  it  a  fact  that  in  their  petition  they  have  expressed  their 

willingness  to  hand  over  the  necessary  site  for  the  road  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  without  any  compensation  therefor  ?  . 

( e )  Has  this  locality  been  inspected  by  any  officers  of  the  Public 

Works  Department  ?  ' 

(/)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  there  is  absolutely  no  means 
of  communication  to  the  villages  of  Kattampakkal  and  other  places  in 
the  interior  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  It  is  reported  that  there  is  a  poramboke  path. 

<b)  No.  . 

(c)  The  matter  is  under  enquiry. 

•  *  fid*  appendix  V  —pages  921  and  922,  '  '  ■ :  '■  '  '  "• 
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(d)  No. 

(el  Yes. 

(/)  Kattampakkal  is  connected  with  the  112th  mile  of  the  Main 
Central  Road  by  a  cartable  road  which  is  maintained  by  the  Pnblic  Works 
Department, 

Working  Plans  of  the  Shendurni  Circle. 

253.  Mb.  N.  RAMAKEISHNA  PILLAI  .  ( Vaikami  cum  EttiC 
manur)  :  (a)'  Has  the  Conservator  of  Forests  submitted  revised,  proposals 
re.  the  working  plans  of  the  Shendurni  Working  Circle  referred  to  in 
paragraph  5  of  the  Government  Review  of  the  Forest  Administration 
Report  for  1097  ? 

(6)  Have  these  proposals  received  the  approval  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ? 

(c)  If  so,  will  the  Government  te  pleased  to  state  how  the  cor¬ 
rectness  of  the  data  therein  was  verified  and  by  whom  ?  • 

(d)  If  the  proposals  are  based  on  correct  data,  will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  enquire  how  working  plans  on  incorrect  data 
happened  to  be  adopted  and  whether  the  officers  responsible  for  their 
collection  have  any  valid  explanation  to  offer  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESYARA  AIYAR  (.Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  No.  ' 

,  (i),  (c)  and  (d)  These  questions  do  not  arise  in  the  light  of  the 

answer  to  part  (a).  . 

Cocoanut  Plantations  in  the  Shertailai  Taluk, 

254.  Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  (a)  How  many 
acres  of  land  in  the  Shertallai  taluk  covered  with  cocoanut  plantations 
require  watering  during  the  summer  season  ? 

( b )  How  many  cocoaUut  trees  are  there  in  such  tracts  according 
to  the  last  Settlement  ? 

.  (c)  What  is  the  amount  of  land  revenue  collected  from  these; 
tracts?  .  .. 

:  (d)  Do  the  Government  know  that,  owing  to  the  rise  in  Wages, 
the  watering  of  cocoanut  trees  is  becoming  almost  impossible  and  that 
there  are  many  acres  of  cocoanut  gardens  that  are  not  watered  and  are 
consequently  deteriorating  ?  ,  • .  , 

( e )  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  pay  early  attention  to  this 
state  of  affairs  and  devise  means  for  introducing  some  easy  and  cheap 
method. of  watering  cocoanut  trees  which  form  the  Wealth  of  the  taluk  ?. 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESYARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) 

(a)  The  information  is  not  available.  > 

(5)  and  (c)  According  to  the  Final  Settlement  Report,  the  total 
number  of  cocoanut  trees  assessed  to  revenue  is  14,70,469  and  the  net 
revenue  on  garden  lands  is  Rs.  90,807 . 

(d)  Government  have  no  information. 

( e )  The  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Director  of  Industries. 
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[Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillal.] 

Castmar  Statement  of  Trained  Graduate  Teachers.' 

'  255.  Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Sheriallai) :  Will  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  be  pleased. to  place  on  the  table  a  castewar  statement  showing 
the  names  of  the  trained  graduates  in  departmental  English  High 
Schools,  the  optional  subjects  in  which  they  have  passed  and  the  subjects 
•which  they' are  teaching  ? 

Mb.  S.  PABAMESVARA  AIYAB  (Secretary  to  Government ) : 
The  statement  required  by  the  member  is  available  for  reference  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Jenmi-Kudiyan  Itegula  tion. 

256.  Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( 0  hang  another  y  cum  Minachil): 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state-the  cause  of  the 
long  delay  in  the  introduction  of  the  Jenmi-Kudiyan  Bill  in  the  Council 
by  the  Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  ? 

( b )  ( Will  they  be  pleased  to  state  the  progress  he  has  made  in 
the  matter  ? 

(c)  If  the  Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  cannot  find  time  to  at¬ 
tend  to  this,  have  the  Government  any  objection  to  entrust  the  work 
to  any  other  official  or  non-official  member  of  the  Council  ? 

ME.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) ; 

•<a)  The  matter  is  one  of  considerable  importance  affecting  large 
interests,  and  it,,  therefore,  took  some  tijne  for  the  Bill  being  drafted 
and  published. 

(5)  The  draft  Bill  has  already  been  published  in  the  Gazette. 

(c)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (b),  this  question  does  not 
arise.  1 

Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Chmganachery  cum  Minachil )  :  Regard¬ 
ing  the  answer  to  part  (6),  may  I  know,  from  the  Government  or  the 
memberfin  charge"  of  the  question,  the  nature  of  the  importance  that 
stood  in  the  way  of  the  Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil  in, disposing  of  the 
Bill? 

Me.  ( V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  .In 
the  first  place,  the  report  itself  was  very  long  and  it  took  a  sufficiently 
long  time  to  read  and  digest.  No- specific  instructions  were  given  and, 
therefore,  all  the  previous 'papers  oh  the  subject  had  to  be  read  and  the 
amendments  had,  to  be  gathered'from  the  representations  made  on  the 
subject,  and  that,  along  with  other  work,  took  time. 

Me.  j.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Chang anachery  cum  Minachil )  ;  Will  the 
Law  Member  be  pleased  to  state  whether  he  has  given  sufficient  attention 
to  the  numerous  grievances  of  the  tenants  in  Travancore  ? 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  All  the 
representations  made  in  the  Assembly  were  taken  into  consideration 
Jenmi-Kudiyan  Comniitteei 

p  257.  Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trioandrum  e,\xai  N edumahgud)  l 
'-W  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 
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(a)  the  date  of  appointment  of  the  Jeiimi-Kudiyan  Committee : 

(&)  the  date  of  the  report  submitted  by  that  committee  ;• 

(c)  the  number  of  times  and  the  dates  on  which  questions  were 
asked  in  the  Legislative  Council  regarding  the  promptness  with  which 
a  Bill  on  the  subject  should  be  placed  before  the  Council  ;- 

(d)  whether  the  Legislative  Department  has  done  anything  in 
the  matter  after  the  last  reply  on  the  subject  was  given  ; 

(e)  the  result  of  the  action  so  far  taken;  and 

(/)  whether  the  Bill  will  be  introduced  in  the  next  session  so  that 
it  may  be  passed  into  law  before  the  expiry  of  the  term  of  the  present 
Council  ? 

Mb-  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil) : 

(a)  The  Jenmi-Kudiyan  Committee  was  appointed  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1915.  ■ 

(b)  The  report  was' submitted  by  the  Committee  in  June  1916. 

(c)  Dive  questions  on  the  subject  were  asked,  one  each  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Council  held  on  the  7th  April,  1920,  and  the  11th 
November,  1920,  two  at  that  of  the  25th  November,  1922,  and  one  at 
that  of  the  3rd  November,  1923. 

id)  and  (e)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  part  (6)  of 
question  No.  256. 

(/)  The  Bill  cannot  be  introduced  at  the  next  session  of  the 
Council. 

Me.  .  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum'  N  edmnangad)  \ 
With  reference  to  the.answer  to  part  (/),  may  I  know  what  is  the 
meaning  of  the  expression  “next  session”  ? 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil) ;  Budget 
session.-  •  , 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedunwigad ).  Ik 
there  any  reason  for  not  introducing  the  Bill  in  the  budget  session  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  VaHl ):  The 
only  reason  is  that  being  a  very  important  measure  and  likely  to  take  some 
time  in  the  discussion  of  the  important  principles  in  the  Bill,  it  was 
thought  that  there  would  be  no  time  available  for  it  in  the  budget  session. 

.  Mb.  T.  E.  VELU  PILL Al  ('Trkandurm cum  Nedumangad) :  Has? 
the  Bill  not  been  published  in  the  Gazette  ‘> 

Me.  V.  StlBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  i  irhar  Vakil)  Yes,  It 
has  been  published. 

Appointment  Of  Mimsitfst  ■ 

-  ‘268;  Mb.  J.  JOHN  NID1BY  (ChdnmhacUfy  citm  Mumhu)i 
(a  Will  the-  CoyerhttL'ent  be  pluftsfed  to  lay  oil  the  table  a  statement 
Showing  the  number  of  MhhSifih;  recruited  from  (1)  the  High  Court- 
Bar;  (2)  the  District  Court;  Bar;  and  (S'  the  clerical  staff,  during  the 
last  ten  years  ? 


tevancoee  legislative  council.  [9th  June  1924. 


[Mr.  R.  Krishna  Pillai.] 

C b )  Do  they  know  that  the  Munsiffs  in  the  Madras  ,  Presidency 
are  mostly  recruited  from  the  District  Court  Bar,  as  the  vakils  who 
practise  before  the  District  Court  are  better  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  work  in  the  original  court  than  High  Court  Vakils  whose  practice 
is  confined  to  appellate  work  ?  % 

(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
High  Court  to  this  matter  and  direct  the  High  Court  to  recommend 
qualified  members  of  the  District  Court  Bar  for  filling  future  vacancies, 
as  far  as  possible  ? 

Me.  B.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  ■ 
(.a)  (1)  High  Court  Bar  ...  15 

(2)  District  Court  Bar  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Clerical  staff  ...  ,  14 

(6)  Government  have  no  information. 

^c)  The  High  Court  will  be  requested  to  consider  the  claims  of 
qualified  members  of  the  mofussil  Bar  also,  in  connection  with  the 
recruitment  of  IJffunsiffs. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  {Ghanganachery  cum  Minachil)  :  With 
regard  to  the  answer  to  'part  (5),  may  I  know  whether  the  Govern¬ 
ment  have  made  any  enquiry  into  these  facts  ? 

Me.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
Government  have  not  made  any  enquiry. 

Mb.  J.  JOPIN  NIDIRY  ( Ghanganachery  cum  Minchil)  :  May  I 
know  the  reason  why  Government  have  not  made  any  enquiry  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) 
There  was  no  opportunity  to  enquire  into  that  question. 

Expenditure  on  Minor  Irrigation  Works.  .  ' 

259.  Me.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottarakara  cum 
KunnatHr) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  amount 
of  money  allotted  for  minor  irrigation  works  in  the  State— 7 
(i)  for  the  years  1052,  1053,  1054,  1055  and  1056 ;  and 
hi)  for  each  of  the  past  five  years,  as  also  for  1099  ? 

Me.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 

(i)  A  statement  *  furnishing  the  information,  as  far  as  available, 
is  laid  on  the  table.  The  allotments  for  the  years  1052-1056  are  not 
known,  In  the  statement  the  expenditure  incurred  during  these  years 
is  furnished  in  lieu  of  the  grants.  Further,  the  figures  include  the 
expenditure  on  major  irrigation  works  also,  as  the  minor  and  major 
irrigation  works  were  not  in  those  ^ears  accounted  for  separately  as  is 
done  now. 

(ii)  A  statement i  giving  the  information  Is  laid  on. the  table. 

y«w*ppena«  VI  A  -page  920.  f  Vide  appendix  VLB— page  923, 
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Examiners  and  Superintendents  for  Vernacular  Examinations. 

260.  Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum 
Kunnattur ) :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  principle 
accepted  in  selecting  examiners  and  superintendents  (chief  and  assistant) 
for  the  Vernacular  School  Leaving  Examination,  the  Vernacular  Higher 
Examination  and  the  vernacular  portion  of  the  English  School  Leaving 
Certificate  Examination? 

(6)  Will  they  state  why  such  examiners  and  superintendents  are 
not  selected  from  among  Assistant  Inspectors  of  Vernacular  Schools  and 
Headmasters  of  Training  Schools  ? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  The  principle  is  to  appoint  the  best  persons  available  as 
examiners  and  assistant  examiners.  Superintendents  are  selected  from 
the  officers  on  the  spot. 

( b )  Assistant  Inspectors  of  Vernacular  Schools  and  Headmasters 
pf  Training  Schools  are  also  among  the  persons  selected  as  examiners 
and  superintendents. 

Repair  of  Bunds  and  Culverts  in  W est  Kalladai. 

261.  Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottaralcara  cum 
Kunnattur ) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  steps  they 
have  taken  to  repair  the  broken  bunds  and  culverts  of  the  west  Kalladai 
paJcuthi,  Kunnattur  taluk? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government') : 
Three  estimates  received  from  the  Chief  Engineer  amounting  in 
•all  to  Rs.  49,230  on  account  of  closing  breaches  in  the  Kallada  flood 
banks  have  been  sanctioned  and  thd  works  have  been  started.  Another 
estimate  for  Rs.  6,730  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government, 
Adur  Munsiffs  Court  Buildings, 

262.  Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum' 
Kunnattur) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  why  the  construction  of  the  new  buildings  for  the  Munsiff’s 
Court  at  Adur  was  stopped ; 

/(b)  when  it  was  stopped ;  and 

(c)  whether  the  Government  intend  completing  the  same,  and 

if  so,  when  ?  . 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  The  estimated' cost  of  the  building  was  found  to  be  high, 
and  the  Chief  Engineer  was,  therefore,  asked  to  submit  a'  revised  esti¬ 
mate  either  by  altering  the  design  or  by, modifying  the  specification. 

(b)  In  June,  1922. 

(c)  The  matter  will  be  considered  after  the  revised  estimate  is 

received.  '  -  . 

.  Revenue  from  Timber  Sales. 

263.  Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MRNON  (Alan gad  com  Parur):  Will 

the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  :  „ 

(1)  the  percentage  of  increase  in  the  tariff  rates  of  timber  dur- 
ng  the  last  five  years ; 
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(2)  whether  the  quantity  of  timber  extracted  during  the  last  five 
years  has  increased,  or  decreased  and,  if  so,  in  what  proportion;  and 

(3)  whether  the  net  revenue  from  the  .  sale  of  timber  has  been 
affected  by  the  above  two  factors  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA'  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Gvernment ): 

(1)  The  percentage  of  increase  in  the  tariff  rates  of  timber  has 
been  below  50  per  cent,  in  32  cases,  and  above  50  per  cent,  in  30 
cases. 

(2)  Compared  with  the  figures  of  1094,  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  quantity  of  timber  extracted  by  the  department  during  the  years 
1095  and  1096,  while  during  1-097  and  1098  there  was  a  decrease.  A 
statement*  showing  the  proportion  of  increase  or  decrease  in  the 
quantity  cf  timber  extracted  during  these  years  is  laid  on  the  table. 

(3)  No. 

Damage  to  Ghavara  Canal  l)y  Motor  Boats. 

264,  Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  <j Karunagapalli) : 

(«)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  are 
aware  of  the  great  damage  done  to  the  banks  on  either  side  of  the 
Chavara  canal  by  the  action  of  the  waves  caused  by  motor  and  steam ' 
bpats  plying  along  the  canal? 

(6)  Are  they  aware  that  considerable  loss  is  being  thereby  caused' 
to  landholders  year  after  year  ?  1 

(e)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  take  early  steps  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  damage  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

{a)  Some  damage  is  reported  to  be  caused. 

(b)  Government  have  no  information. 

(c)  Government  are  rnable  to  do  so. 

Ms.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  ( Karunagapalli ):  With  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  answer  to  part  (6),  may  I  know  whether  the- Government  will 
call  for  information  on  the  matter  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Govei ament) : 
Government  have  no  objection  to  call  for  information.  •  . 

Mb.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  {Karunagapalli) ;  With  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  answer  to  part  (c),  may  I  know  why  Government  are  unable 
t'o  take  steps  to  prevent  the  damage?  [■■■■. 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  /«  Government) : 
Because  Government  consider  that  land-holders  should  protect  their  own 
lauds  against  damage.  .... 
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.  Statistics  re.  Graduate  Teachers  recently  Confirmed  or 
now  Officiating. 

265.  Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  statement  giving  information 
'  under  the  following  heads  :  (1)  about  graduates  confirmed  as  teachers 
in  the  Education  Department  in  the  English  and  vernacular  schools 
for  boys  during  the  last  three  years ;  and  (2)  about  graduates  who  are 
now  acting  as  teachers  in  them,  vie., — 

(i)  name ;  (ii)  caste ;  (iii)  whether  native  of  Travancore  or  not ;  (iv) 
optional  subjects  for  the  B.  a.  Degree  examination  ;  (v)  class  in  which  he 
passed — whether  Honors  or  Pass  Degree  ;  and  (vij  total  length  of  acting 
period,  with  interruptions,  if  any,  on  the  date  of  confirmation  or  on  the 
1st  Dhanu,  1099  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 
The  statement  required  by.  the  member  is  available  for  reference  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  May  I  know  whether  the 
Government  have  any  objection  to  place  the  statement  on  the  table  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
Absolutely  none,  except  ,  the  difficulty  involved  in  printing  it,  con¬ 
sisting  as  it  does  of  the  names  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  graduates. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  There  are  only  150  names. 

PRESIDENT  :  Is  it  one  hundred  and  fifty  pages  or  one  hundred 
and  fifty  names? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  :  One 
hundred  and  fifty  names  with  various  particulars  *in  respect  of  each  name-. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  But  will  they  place  it  on 
the  table  next  time  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  :  Yes' 
if  the  member  desires,  it  will  be  placed. 

New.  Appointments  in  the  Revenue  Department. 

266.  Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agastisvaram) :  Will  the, 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  number  of  non- Hindus  and  non¬ 
caste'  Hindus  newly  recruited  to  the  Land  Revenue  .  Department  from 
the  date  of  the  separation  of  Devaswoms  from  the  Revenue  Depart- 
ment  and  the  pay  on  which  those  were  entertained  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (.Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 
Twenty-eight  non-Hindus  and  eighteen  non-caste  Hindus  were  .  newly 
recruited  to  the  Land  Revenue  Department  from  the  date  of  separation 
of  Devaswoms  from  that  department.  Information  's  to  .the  pay  on; 
which  they  were  entertained  is  given  below  : 

Non-Bi-hdus.—l  on  Rs.  40, 1  on  Rs.  25,  ,7  on  Rs.  20  each,  2  on. 
Rs.  15  each,  5  on  Rs.  .14  each,  1  on  Rs.  10,  6  on  Rs,  9  each  and  5  on 
Rs.  8  each. 
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Noil-caste  Hindus. — 1  on  Rs.  15,  14  on  Es.  14  each,  2  on  Es.  9 
each  and  1  on  Es.  8. 

Lands  Registered-  to  Members  of  Depressed  Glasses  in  Agastisvaram. 

267.  Me.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  '  (A gastisvaram) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  total  area  of  lands  registered  in  the 
names  of  members  of  the  depressed  classes  in  the.  Agastisvaram  taluk 
during  the  first  four  months  of  1099  7 

Mr,  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Ten  cents. 

Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastisvaram )  :  Was  this  due  to  want 
of  lands  available  for  registration  or  for  want  of  applications  7 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
Agastisvaram  is  a  taluk  where  there  are  very  few  puduval  lands  available 
for  registry.  That  must  have  been  the  reason. 

Accommodation  in  the  Kottar  Departmental  Vernacular  School. 

268.  Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastisvaram ):  (a)  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  number  of  pupils  now  on  the  rolls 
in  the  Kottar  Departmental  Vernacular  School  7 

(b)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  the  accommodation  available 
in  tflat  school  is,  at  present,  insufficient  V  , 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  The  strength  oLjbhe  Kottar  Departmental  Vernacular  School 
on  the  1st  Chingam,  1999,  was  898. 

(b)  Yes. 

English  High  School  Buildings  at  Nagercoil. 

269.  Me.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastisvaram ) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  issue  instructions  to  the  Public  Works  De¬ 
partment  to.  expedite  the  construction  of  the  new  English  High  School 
buildings  at  Nagercoil  7 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government'): 

The  work  is  making  steady  progress- 

Transfer  of  Officers  from  the  Hnzur  Office  to  the  Excise  Department 
.  .  and  vice  versa. 

270,  Me.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  {Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) : 

{a)  With  reference  to  the  reply  given  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Gov-' 
eminent  to  the:,  motions  brought  forward  by  Messrs,  T.  Knmara  Pillai 
and  K.  P.  Raman  Pillai  in  the  Karkatakam  session  of  the  Legislative 
Council  in  1098  that  it  would  be  the  policy  of  the  Goverhment  to 
maintain  a  free  flow  of  hands  from  the  General  and  Revenue  Secre¬ 
tariat  to  the  executive  and  from  the  executive  to  the  Secretariat,  and 
with  reference  again  to  the  representations  made  in  the  same  Council 
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by  Messrs.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai,  A,  Hoogewerf  and  other  members,  that 
there  is  absolute  necessity  for  infusing  fresh  blood  into  the  executive 
branch  of  the  Excise  Department,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to 
state  the  number  of  hands  sent  out  from  the  Secretariat  to  the  Excise 
and  other  departments  and  the  number  of  hands  taken  to  the  Secretariat 
from  the  Excise  and  other  departments  from  the  1st  Chingam,  1099,  to 
the  1st  Dhanu,  1099  ? 

(6)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  the  late  Excise  Commissioner, 
Mr.  Raman  Pillai,  repeatedly  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Government 
the  necessity  for  appointing  fresh  men  from  the  Secretariat  to  the 
Excise  Department,  that,  with  this  object,  he  recommended  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  many  graduate  clerks  of  the  Huzur  Secretariat  es  Circle 
Officers  and  Excise  Inspectors,  and  that  the  Government  sanctioned 
such  recommendations  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  Government  find  that  a  free  exchange  '  of  officers  between 
the  Secretariat  and  the  non-technical  executive  departments  is  not 
possible  unless  the  officers  are  grouped  and  brought  under  the  same 
or  similar  cadre.  The  matter  is  being  considered  by  the  Government. 

(h)  The  late  Excise  Commissioner,  Mr.  N.  Raman  Pillai,  appears 
to  have  made  such  proposals  on  two  occasions  and  they  were  sanctioned 
by  the  Government. 

Trivandrum  P.  W.  Sub-Division  Charge. 

271.  Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaiham  cum  Mtu- 

manur):  (a)  Will  the  Government  be"  pleased  to  state  whether  it  .is 
a  fact  that  Assistant  Engineers  alone  are  generally  put  in  charge  of 
the  Trivandrum  Sub-division  ?  '  . 

(b)  If  so,  why  is  a  Supervisor  put  in  charge  of  that  Sub-division  ? 

(c)  Are  there  competent  Assistant  Engineers  in  the  department 
who  may  be  put  in  charge  of  Sub-divisions  ? 

(cl)  Is  it  a  fapt  that  two  Chief  Engineers,  Messrs.  Bastow  and 
Jacob,  had  recommended  to  the  Government  that  Mr.  G.  V.  Subrah- 
manya  Aiya,  the  acting  Sub-divisional  Officer,  Trivandrum,  should 
not  be  put  in  charge  of  any  Sub-division  and  that  in  pursuance  of  those 
recommendations  the  Government  had  removed  him  from  Sub-division 
charge? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Goverrmient) : 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  this  negative. 

(b)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part:(n)  this  question  does  not  arise, 

(c)  Yes ;  and  they  are  in  charge  of  Sub-divisions  now.  ' 

(d)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Kattippanam  Case. 

272.  Mr.  M.  N.  iPILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  What  action  did  the 
Government  take  in  regard  to  the  open  allegations  of  corruption 
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euch  as  kattippanam,  made  in  the  Council  with  regard  to  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  Excise  Department  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government)-. 
The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  given  to  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai’s  interpellation  No.  vm  on  the  same  subject  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislative  Council  held  on  the  28th  July,  1921. 

Continuance  of  Monopoly  System  in  certain  Taluks. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  C Trivandrum ):  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  propose  to  continue  the  monopoly 
system  for  the  years  1100  and  1101  in  the  taluks  of  Shertallai,  Vaikam, 
Alangad  and  Parur  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  ■ 
The  answer  is  in  the  negative., 

Teachers'  Provident.  Fund. 

273.  Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruoalla )  :  ( u )  Are  the 
Government  aware  '  that  the  provision  of  a  provident  fund  for 
teachers  is  made  compulsory  in  the  case  ofjpnvate  schools  in  the  Madras 
‘  Presidency  ? 

(b)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  will 
also  make  it  compulsory,  and  not  optional,  here  also  ? 

(c)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  the  interest  fixed  is  only  31 
per  cent,  here  ?  Will  they  be  pleased  to  take  action  to  raise  it  V* 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

(5)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(e)  The  answer  to  the  first  part  is  in  the  affirmative  and  to  the 
second  part  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (fH-nkalla) :  With  respect 
to  the  answer  to  part  (6)  of  my  question,  may  I  know  why  Govern¬ 
ment  cannot  make  it  compulsory  ? 

Mr  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Govcrmmnt) :  The 
Director  of  Public  Instruction  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  is  not  yet  ripe 
for  the  measure  being  made  compulsory  in  private  schools. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Timvatla )  :  Has  he  con¬ 
sidered  the  question  ? 

Mr.  -S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government ): 
The  matter  was  referred  to  him  and  he  has  considered  it. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla )  :  May  I  know, 
with  reference  to  the  answer  to  part  (c)  of  the  question,  why  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  cannot  raise  the  percentage  of  interest  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government)  :  For 
financial  reasons. 
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Appendix  I, 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  242. 

Statement  showing  the  area  oflands  assigned  on  concessional 
terms  to  the  depressed  classes  in  the  several  taluks  . 

during  1096,  1097  and  1098. _ _ 


Tovala 

Agastisvanua 

Kalkulam 

Vilavankod 

Neyyattiukara 

Trivandrum 

N  edumangad 

Ohirayinkil 

Quilou 

Karunagapalli 

Kartikapalli 


Pattanapurnm 

Shenoottah 

Kottayam 

Changanauhory 

Shertallai 

Vaikam 

Minaqhil 

Muvattupuzha 

Kunnatnad 

Todupuaha 

Uevicolam 

Peermade 


Total. 


i,008 


611; 


,  Appendix  IV. 

V  Ide  Answer  to  Question  No.  240. 

List  of  Applicants  for  the  place  of  Assistant  Surgeons. 


■  y-  -1 

No. 

Name  of  applicant.  j 

;  Gate  of 
[■'  receipt  of  1 
l  application.  ’ 

Qualification.  1 

■  '  i 

Caste.  j 

Whether 

Tavancorean 

Remarks. 

i 

G.  Oomma.n 

18-1-1919 

a.  B.  B.  8. 

Syrian  Christian  ! 

J.  Alexander 

M.  B.  Ch.  B.  (Aberdeen) 

Do. 

Do. 

Entertained  in  service  for 

8 

P.  P.  John 

11-3-1919 

11.  B.  B.  S. 

Do. 

Joined  British  service. 

M.  Subbiah 

10-6-1919 

Not  known 

5 

K.  M.  Thomas 

28-10-1919 

1».  Al.  &  S.  (Madras) 

6 

TI.  Krishna  Kao 

M.  B.  (Chicago) 

D.  M.  I  Do. 

Hindu  Brahmin 

Mysorean 

y 

Kailasa  Chandra  Gauesh 
Khandakar 

17-1-1920 

j  11.  B.  B.  S.  (Bombay) 

Not  known 

-No. 

8 

Suresh  Kumar  Roy 

2-2-1920 

M.  B.  (Calcutta) 

|  Bengali  Brahmin 

Do. 

T.  C.  Joseph 

13-2-1920 

L.  M.  &  3.  (Madras) 

!  Syrian  Catholic 

Travancorean 

Joined  British  service. 

T.  K.  Kuril  vila 

5-5-1920 

U.  B.  B.  s. 

! 

■ 

1  Syrian  Christian 

Do. 

Entertained  in  service. 
Qualifications  : — House- 
Surgeon  in  the  Madras 
General  Hospital  for  6 
Months.  Temporary  Civil 
Assistant  Surgeon  in  the 
Madras  Provincial  Medical 
Service  for  2  years. 
Special  course  in  Denti- 
tary,  Bacteriology  and 

11 

G.  Sankaran  Tampi 

15-6-1920 

|  B.  A.,  M.  B.  B.  S.,  : 

j  Capt.  i.  ii.  s.  ; 

Nayar 

j 

applied  Bacteriology. 
Offered  an  ■  acting  vacancy, 
but  preferred  British  st-r 

Appendix  IV  -  [conoid.) 


No.  |  :  Name  ol  applicant. 

1  :  ■ 

!  Date  of  | 
j  receipt  of 
|  application. 

33  j  M.  Gnviuda  Pillai 

2-5-1922 

34  I  P.  V.  Benjamin  -1 

35  |  K.  N.  Raghunatha  Kao 

8-5-1922 

12-5-1922 

S.  Ramachandran 

37  i  Vishnu  Prasad  P.  Triv 

38  1  K.  R.  Vidyarthi 

39  !  R.  Baghava  Putuval 

40  ;  0.  J.  Titus 

41  :  j  Jacob  Taliat 

42  P.  N.  Narayanan 

43  I  R.  Auautan  Pillai 
-44  j  K.  E.  Madfiii 


45 


K. John 

S.  K.  Ganapati  Aiyar 
Mrs.  31.  John 
G.  S.  3Iahadeviah 
31.  K.  Sambas!  van 
A.  0.  Jacob 
i  K.  J.  Alexander 
D.  K.  Raman  Pillai 


16-6-1922 

19-7-1922 

9-9-1922 

2-10-1922 

12- 10-1922 
28-11-1922 

1-12-1922 

13- 12-1922 

2-4-1923 

19-4-1923 

4-5-1928 

14-5-1923 

19-6-1923 

2-8-1923 

23-8-1923 

28-11-1923 


;  Christian 
!  Konkana  Bralur 
:  Not  known  - 


■  Do. 

L.  M.  &  S  (Madras) 

M.  B.  B.  S .  (Bomba  vl 
M.  B.  B.  S. 

L.  M.  and  S- 

L.  31.  S  (Bombay) 

D.  0-  M.  S.  (London) 

M.  B.  B.  S- 

L.  M.  and  S.  (Madras) 

31.  B.  B.  a. 

M.  B.  B.  S.  (Boiubav) 
M.  B.  B.  S. 

B.  A..M.B.  B.  8. 

Not  known 
L.  31.  and  8. 


1  Ambalavasi 
;  Protestant  Christian 
!  Roman  Catholic 

*  Sahara 


Christian 
;  Brahmin 
j  Protestant  Chvisfci 
j  Not  known 
I  Brahmin 
-  Syrian  Christian 
:  European 


Not  known 

Travancorean 
;  Not  known 
;  Travancorean 
|  Not  known 
]  Travancorean 
!  Do. 


Appendix  V. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  Ho  251. 

Statement  of  Public  Health  Lecture *. 


]  Bhuthappandi  (twice)  Suchindvum.  Mamlakad,  :  (1)  Personal  Hygiene;  (2)  over- 
Oape.  Timvattar,  Munchira,  Tii  nppaiissram  •  crowding, 
and  Pmkkai.  j  (8)  Vaccination;  (4)  small-pox. 

1  !  (o)  Cholera. 

'  Araniholy.  (1)  Evil  effects  of  overcrowding'. 

I  Vettikad,  Pedilcad.  Ncdnniangnd  (.4  times),  j  (1)  Public  Health. 

Balaramapuram  (0  times)  Perumpar-hntur,  , 
j  Karinkal  (2  times),  Kaliakkavila  (2  times),  j  (2)  Hygiene. 

Oollnr  (2  times),  Ifnrnbknmpnzlia.  Chern-  ; 
varakkouain,  Putukkadu.  Pnvar  (5  times).  , 

Kattakkada,  (2  times),  Knvalam.  Vir.liinjam,  ■  ,  - 

Kazhakkuttani,  Pallipuram,  Vnrkala.  (2  times).  '  ; 

Paluktil,  Pongumnd.  Itnva,  Nemam,  Chilak-’<  '  ,  . 

:  kur  and  Pernrkadai.  ;  '• 

:  Chern varakavai,  Arimanur,  Kattakkada.  Azhur.  i  (1) .Cleanliness. 

Arumalur  ami  Balaramapuram.  (2)  Hygiuc. 

|  (h)  Bath. 

:  Asvmnam  (4  times),  Prakkulam  (2  times).  Ivan-  j  (1)  Small-pox  and  vaccination, 

f  nimol,  Chadayamangalam  (2  times),  Kadakkal  j  (2)  Evils  of  using  impure  water. 

(3  times).  Parakotle,  Vcliuellnr.  Aujel  (2)  j  (8)  Prevention  of  pollution  of 

times).  Agastyakode,  Samhurvadakara,  Elat-  ;  water  in  wells. 

I  tar,  ■  Oynr,  Iiiizliimattakad,  Talavnr,  j  (4)  Cleanliness.^ 

Ezhaukulam  aiid  Kadamhanad.  ■  J 
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QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS.  ^’4 

Appendix  VI. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  259 

A 

Statement  of  expenditure  incurred  by  the  P.  \V.  D,  under  “works 
and  repairs”  for  the  years  1052  to  1050,  on  irrigation  works. 


Year. 

1  Works. 

Bepairs.  j 

Total. 

1052 

1058 

!  ...  j 

15,587  j 

•1,06,583 

1,22,1*70 

1054 

i  ...  1 

1055 

i  50,097  i 

38,840 

98,946 

1055 

78,858  1 

15,332  - 

94,190 

Statemen 

,t  showing  the  allotments  j 

made  in  the  P-  W.  I 

).  budgets 

under 

works  and  repairs”  for  the 

years  1094  to  1099 

for  minor 

irrigation  v 

/oi'ks. 

1094 

!  12,913  .  | 

11,304  j  . 

24,217 

1095 

j  .  27,165 

12,252  ! 

39,417 

1095 

!  18,590 

12,622 

31,212 

1097 

!  55,490  . 

13,022  ; 

68,512 

1098 

53,000 

17,552  i 

67.552 

1099 

i  ■  98,230  j 

15,870  | 

1,11,100 

Appendix  VII. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No,  283. 

Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  timber  extracted  by  the  Forest 
Department  during  the  years  1094  to  1098. 


Sawn  or 

: Total  C.  ft.  | 

Percentage  ! 

Year. 

Bound  logs. 

axed. 

of  increase  j  Beinarks. 

C.  ft. 

0.  ft. 

or  decrease 

1094 

;  3,12,908  ’ 

98,095 

4,11,003  ! 

■  1095 

i  6,55,401  . 

1,69,477 

'  7,24,87.8  : 

76  j  Increase. 

1090 

1  7,31,897  , 

2,82,012 

10,13,909  : 

39  1  Do. 

1097 

|  4,09,324 

2,41,090 

6,50,414  i 

35  Decrease, 

1098 

1  3,33,128  ; 

2,61,335 

.  5,94,463  ; 

8  1  Do. 
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TJUVANOOlliS  LEUISLAXIVE  COUNCIL. 


[‘Ji’H  June  1924. 


[President.] 

THE  NAYAE  EEG-ULATION  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

PEESIDENT  :  Notice  of  certain  •  new  amendments  in.  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Nayar  Begulation  Amendment  Bill  has  just  been  re¬ 
ceived.  The  new  amendments  have  been  printed  and  they  are  very 
long.  I  think  the  members  would  need  some  little  time  to  realise  the 
full  implication  of  these  new  amendments.  I  would  like  to  give  the 
House  a  short  adjournment  of  about  an  hour,  so  that  the  members  can 
go  through  the  amendments  and  try  to  realise  their  significance  before 
we  begin  to  discuss  them.  I  think  the  House  has  no  objection  to  the 
proposal.  We  will  meet  again  at  1  o’  clock- 

The  Council  adjourned  at  12-3  l*.  M.  and  -met  again  at  1-3  V.  M. 

PEESIDENT :  The  House  will  remember  that,  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  Clause  (i  of  the  Bill  was  deleted  and  Clause  7  made  part  of 
the  Bill.  Amendments  to  Clause  8  were  held  over.  That  was  the 
position  when  the  meeting  closed  on  Saturday  evening.  We  shall  now 
proceed  with  the  amendments  to  Clause  8.  No  amendments  to  Clause 
7  can  now  be  considered  as  it  has  been  made  part  of  the  Bill  The: 
first  amendment  to  Clause  8  is  the  amendment  to  be  moved  by- 
Mr.  C.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai. 

Mb.  E.' KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
In  .to-day’s  list  of  amendments,  we  have  an  amendment  to  Clause  7. 

PEESIDENT:  Here  is  an  amendment  bv  Mr.  Ghanganaohery 
Paramesvaian  Pillai  which  runs  as  follows  : — Add,  at.  the  end  of  the 
new  Clause  6,  the  following  : — 

“The  court  shall  enquire  into  the  petition  and  may  grant  a  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  the  marriage  on  proof  of  any  of  the  grounds  ■mentioned,  in  f/te  pre¬ 
ceding  -Section  :  Provided  that,  if  the  respondent  agrees  to  an  order 
for  dissolution  being  passed  without  an  enquiry  into  the  reasons  for  such 
dissolution,  no  such  enquiry  shall  be  held.’.' 

Mr. .Paraujesvaran  Pillai,  I  think  by  that  you  mean  the  old  Clause  7. 
The  re-numbering  of  Clauses  will  be  done,  after  the  whole  Bill  is  taken 
up  and  discussed,  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Council.  Evi¬ 
dently,  therefore,  you  mean  Clause  7,  but  that  has  been  passed  and  made 
part  of  the  Bill. 

.  Me!  P  K  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Anibalapmha} :.  Clause  7  has 
been  re-numbered  as  Clause  (1. 

PEESIDENT  :  That  will  be  done  in  the  course  of  re-numbering. 
The  House  need  not  re-number  it.  All  that  the  Hbuse  has  said  is  that 
Clause  7  forms  part  of  the  Bill.  That  was  what  we.  decided  last  evening. 
Ee-ntunbering  is  the  function  of  the  Council  Secretary  and  it  will  be 
.  .done  after  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  is  completed.  Therefore, 

.  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai’s  amendment,  which  relates  to  that  Clause,  I 
am  afraid,  is  not  in  order,  . "  '  , 
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Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)  r  Tt  may  be. 
taken  as  Clause  8. 

PRESIDENT:  You  want  the  mistake  to  be  treated  as  a  clerical 
mistake.  Plow  will  you  put  it?-  I  must  first  take  up  the  old  amend¬ 
ments  of  which  notice  has  already  been  given.. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Timvalh)':  There  is 
another  clerical  error  also.  The  amendment  that  I  had  sent  up  was  as 
follows: 

“Two  months  after  the  sen-ice  of  the  copy  as  aforesaid,  if  the  peti¬ 
tion  is  not  wi  thdrawn,  the  court  shall  enquire  into  the  petition  and  may 
grant,  a  dissolution  of  the  marriage  on  proof  of  any  of  the  grounds  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  preceding  Section  :  Provided  that,  if  the  respondent,  agrees 
to  an  order  fur  dissolution  being  passed  without  an  enquiry  info  the 
reasons  for  such  dissolution,  no  such  enquiry  shall  he  held.” 

PRESIDENT:  You  want  that  to  be  treated  as  an  amendment  to 
the  old  Clause  S. 

Mr.  K*  PAR  AMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirumlla ) :  The  whole  of 
Clause  8  has  to  be  deleted. 

PRESIDENT  :  There  is  no  such  amendment  before  the  House. 

Mr.  S.'  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government)  : 
That  is  the  next  amendment,  of  Mr.  Changanachery  Paramesvaran 
Pillai.  '  :  ’ 

PRESIDENT :  What  about  the  old  amendments  on  the  agenda  ? 
There  is  for  instance  the  amendment  standing- in  the  name  of  Mr.  C.  P. 
Kochukunju  Pillai. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Timralki )  :  I  think 
Mr.  Kochukunju  Pillai  will  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  {Kottarahara  cum  Kunnat- 
tur)  :  The  old  Clause  8  has  to  he  deleted.  Therefore,  I  do  not  want 
to  move  that  amendment. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  I  do  not  move 
the  next  amendment  as  it  relates  to  Clause  8  of  the  Bill  as  revised  by  the 
Select  Committee.  That  Clause  has  to  be  deleted  now.  Under  these, 
circumstances,  I  do  not  move  it.  ' . 

■  The  following  amendments  were  not  moved : —  ^ 

Mb.  Cl.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarahara  mm.  Kumat- 
tur ).:  Delete  the  existing  Clause  and  substitute  the  following  :—  -... 

“.  Six  months  after  the  service  of  the  copy  as  aforesaid,  if  the  petition  is  not  with¬ 
drawn  in  the  meantime,  the  court  shall  dec' are  in  writing  the  marriage  dissolved  and 
then  determine  the  amount  of  compensation.  The  dissolution  shall  take  effect  from  tho- 
datc  of  the  order  declaring  it.  ”  .  '  , 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  Delete  the  whole  of 
the  existing  Clause  and  substitute  the  following 

“  8.  .  (1)  When  the  petitioner  is  the  wife,  six  months  after  the  servhto.  of  the 
eopy  as  aforosaid,  if  the  petition  is  not  withdrawn  in  the  meantime,  the  'court  shall  de. 
plate  in  writinv  t  hat  the  marriage  is  dissolved. 
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(2)  (a)  When  the  petitioner  w  tho. husband,  six  montfiu  aftor  tho  servico  of  the 
copy  as  aforesaid,  if  the  petition  is  not  withdrawn  in  the  meantime,  the  court  shall 
determine  the  amount  of  compensation  payable  to  the  wife  in  cose  the  reasonableness 
of  the  amount  offered  is  disputed. 

(A)  Subject  to  the.  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  and  the  Limitation 
Regulation  applicable  to  appeals  from  original  decrees,  an  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  High 
Court  from  the  award  of  compensation  or  from  any  part  of  such  award  of  the  District 
Mnnsiff  under  this  Section. 

'  (e)  When  the  award  has  become  final,  or  six  months  aftor  the  service  of  the  copy 

as  laid  down  in  Section  7  in  ease  there  is  no  dispute  about  the,  compensation  offered, 
the  compensation  amount,  shall  he  paid  into  aonrt  by  the  petitioner.  On  such  payment 
into  court  of  the  compensation  amount,  the  court  shall  declare  in  writing  that  the  martin  go 
is  dissolved. 

(8)  The  dissolution  shall,  in  all  cases,  take  effect  from  the  date  of  the  order  do. 
daring  it. 

’  (4)  Save  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  inconsistent  with  anything  contained  in  I  his 

Section,  the  provisions  of  tile  Code,  of  Civil  Procedure  shell  apply  to  all  proceedings  under 
this  Section. 

(5)  When  an  appeal. is  preferred  under  this  Soction,  Court  feo  shall  bo  levied  on 
the  value  of  the  subject-matter  in  appeal  under  the  Court  l-’eos  Regulation." 

•Mr.-M.-N.  .PILLAI  {Tirrcwdrim) :  I.  move  mv  am  ndment - 
“Sub-clause  (1)”  Delete. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattihkam ):  With  your 
permission,  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  that  the  remaining  amendments  to  Clause 
8  as  per  the  original  agenda  be  considered  after  the  amendments  of 
Messrs.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  and  P.  K.  Naravana  Pillai  relating  to 
ClauseB  are  disposed  of.  The  amendments  of  Messrs.  Narayana  Pillai 
and  Paramesvaran  Pillai  bring  about  radical  changes  in  the  Clause  itself, 
and-  the  other  amendments  may  not  arise  at  all  if  those  two  amend¬ 
ments  are  taken  up  first. 

:  Mr  T.  EL.  VELTJ  PILLAI  (Trivandrum,  cum  Ncdvmaugad) : 
I  second  the  proposal.  :- 

Mr..  G-.  PARAMESV ARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkam)  :  That  re¬ 
lates  only  to  the  order  of  amendments  and  the  President  has  got  the 
power. 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 
There  is  no  objection  to  that. 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  within  my  discretion.  I  have  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  those  amendments  standing  over  until  the  new  amendments 
are  discussed  and  disposed  of  f 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (T  mi  valla):  Sir,  before 
formally  moving,  my  amendment,.  I  shall  make,  a  few  explanatory  re¬ 
marks  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  is  the  first  time  in  history  of 
Travanoore.  that  a'divore.e  law  is  being  enacted  - and  also  in  view  '  of  the 
further  fact  that  these  amendments  are  new  and  the  House  has  not  had 
sufficient  time  .and  .opportunity  to  study  theih.  With  the  greatest  respect 
to: the,House,  l: must  fjubmit  that,  at  the  time  .Mr.  Govinda  Menon’s 
amendment  was  voted  upon  by  the  members.  I  am  inclined... to  think 
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that  due  prominence  was  not  given  to  the  seriousness  of  the  amendment 
itself.  It  appears,  that  out  of  50  members  present  in  this  House  on  that 
occasion,  only  27  voted  on  that  amendment,  the  remaining  23  remaining 
neutral.  If  the  real  seriousness  of  the  situation  had  been  realised,  I  am 
quite  sure  that  this  House  would  not  have  allowed  an  amendment  which 
changed  the  character  of  the  Nayar  Society  numbering  about  seven 
lakhs  in  Travancoreto  be  passed,  by  the  votes  of  27  member.s  about  50 
per  cent  of  the  members  remaining  indifferent. 

PRESIDENT :  I  do  not  know  if  you  are  in  order  in  criticising 
the  decision  of  the  House. 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara )  :  I  object 
to  the  word  “  indifferent.”  The  House  was  not  certainly  “  indiffer¬ 
ent.” 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  { TiruvaUa )  :  I  did  not  mean 
“  iD different.”  I  meant  “  neutral.” 

PRESIDENT :  I  do  not  think  you  are  quite  in  order  in  criti¬ 
cising  the  decision  of  the  House  which  was  arrived  at  at'  an  earlier  stage 
of  the  discussion. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (TiruvaUa) ;  I  only  meant  to 
say  that  most  of  the  members  remained  neutral.  Two  amendments 
were  brought  before  the  House,  one  by  Mr.  Hoogewerf  providing  for 
absolute  prohibition  of  divorce  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Govinda  Menon 
practically  prohibiting  divorce  excepting  under  certain  conditions.  For 
various  reasons,  between  the  two  amendments,  I  should  have  preferred 
Mr.  Hoogewerf’s  amendment.  However,  this  House  has  passed  the  other 
amendment,  and  the  result  is,  we  have  to  go  into  various  details  of  pri¬ 
vate  conduct,  which  in  turn  results  in-the. washing  of  much  dirty  linep  in 
•  public.  Therefore,,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  has  become  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  such  amendments  as  are '  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  the  rigour  of  the  law  as  it  has  how  been  enacted  by  this 
Council  and  to  minimise  the  chances,  of  enquiry  into  private  conduct 
as  much  as  possible.  The  object  of  the  amendment  now  proposed  is  to 
introduce  a  new  Section  whereby  by  the  consent  of' the  defendant  the 
need5  for  an  enquiry  into  the  grounds  for  divorce  is  obviated.  I  also  pro¬ 
vide  for  compensation  being  given  to  the  defendant  when  the  defendant 
is  a  female  irrespective  of  the  ground  for  divorce  unless  the  reason 
for  divorqie  happens  to  be  change  of  religion.  Therefore,  it  amounts  to 
this;  that  unless  the  defendant  courts  an  enquiry,  into  the  grounds  of 
divorce,  there  will  be  no  enquiry  into  it  at  all.  As  soon  as  the  defend¬ 
ant  comes  and  admits  that  divorce  may  be  granted,  without  going  mV- 
the  grounds,  it  may.  be  granted  by  the  court.  If  the  defendant  is 
woman,  she  would  also  be  entitled  to  compensation  for  divorce  provided 
she  agrees  for  the  divorce  being  granted  without  any  enquiry  into  the' 
grounds  for  the  same;  so  that,  the  only  case  in  which  an  enquiry  will 
have  to.be  made  will  be  in  the  case  where  she  does  not  consent  to  the 
divorbe  without  an  enquiry  into  the  grounds  for  divorce.  That,  I  sub¬ 
mit,  is  the  object  of  the  amendment  which  I. have  sought  to  introduce. 
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[Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai.] 

Before  reading  the  amendment,  let  me  thank  you,  Sir,  for  your  kind¬ 
ness  in  permitting  me  to  propose  this  amendment  before  the  House. 

The  first  amendment  runs  as  follows: — 

“  Two  months  after  the  service  of  the  copy  as  aforesaid,  if  the  peti¬ 
tion  is  not  toithdrawn,  the  court  shall  enquire  into  the  petition  ami  may 
grant  a  dissolution  of  the  marriage  on  proof  of  any  of  the  grounds 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  Section:  Provided  that,  if  the  respondent 
agrees  to  an  order  for  dissolution  being  passed  without  an  enquiry  into 
the  reasons  for  such  dissolution,  r,o  such  enquiry  shall  be  held 

PRESIDENT  :  Does  that  to  relate  sub-clause  (1)  of  Clause  8  ? 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)  :  This  may  be 
treated  as  Clause  8. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  want  that  to  be  [he  whole  of  Clause  8  and 
nothing  else '? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tina alia).:  It  may  be 
Clause  8  (1) . 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANClAR  ( Nominated )  {Deputy 
President )  :  The  entire  provision  relating  to  divorce  may  be  embodied 
in  that  particular  Section.  This  Clause  is  intended  to  obviate  any  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  grounds  for  the  dissolution  of  a  marriage  if  the  respon¬ 
dent  agrees  to  the  order  for  divorce  being  passed  without  such  an 
enquiry. 

PRESIDENT :  You  are  adding  some  words  which  are  not  in 
the  printed  list,  Mi\  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tim: alia) :  “  Two  months 

after  the  service  of  the  copy,:  as  aforesaid,  if  the  petition  is  not  with¬ 
drawn  ’’—these  are  the  words  that  I  want  to  add  to  the  amendment: 

^RESIDENT:  You  want  the  existing  Clause  8  (1):  to  be  substi¬ 
tuted  by  the  following  —  ; 

“Two  months  after  the  service  of  the  copy,  as  aforesaid,  if  thepeti- 
tionis  not  withdrawn,  the  court  shall  enquire' -into  the  petition  and  may 
grant  a  dissolution  of  the  marriage  on  proof  of  any  of  the  grounds  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  preceding  Section;  Provided  that,  if  the  respondent 
agrees  to  an  order  for  dissolution  being  passed  without  an  enquiry  into 
the  reasons  for  such /  dissolution,  n0  such  enquiry  shall  be.  held .”  -  1 

Mr.  N.  RAMA  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  EUttinanur): :  I 
,  second  it. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
rise  to  oppose  the  motion.  I  am  one  of  those  who  spoke  and  voted 
upon  what  has  become  Clause  5  of  the  Bill  which  was  accepted  by 
■  4he  Council  on  Saturday  last.  For  my  part,  and  also  on  behalf  of  the 
gentlemen  along  with  whom  I  voted,  I  may  assure  the  Council  that  it 
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is  not  through  any  indifference  tfyat  we  voted,  but  our  voting  was  the 
result  of  a  serious,  anxious  and  affectionate  consideration  of  the  interests 
of  the  Nayar  society  and  the  communities  to  which  the  Nayars  are 
related.  Our  object  was  to  make  divorce  as  difficult  as  possible  and  we 
desired  to  have  a  provision  which  would  act  as  a  deterrent.  The  question 
of  divorce  is  no  doubt  an  ugly  question,  and  as  it  is  an  ugly  question  it 
is  sure  that  respectable  people  will  not  go'  to  courts,  unless  such  a 
course  is  rendered  absolutely  indispensable.  Even  at  the  time  the 
amendment  was  being  discussed,  we  thought  of  bringing  in  conse¬ 
quential  amendments  so  that,  if  there  were  any  defects  in  the  Section  as 
it  stands  now,  they  might  be  rectified  in  the  further  stages  of  the  Bill 
in  the  Council.  My  learned  friend,  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  a  leading 
member  of  the  Nayar  community,  has  taken  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
getting  this  Bill  before  this  House...  And  if  there  was  any  provision 
which  would  not  be  sufficiently  adverted  to  by  the  members' of  the 
House,  it  was  open  to  him  to  give  satisfactory  explanations  and  to 
prevent  any  indifference.  Personally,  I  would  have  attached  very 
great  importance  to  what  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  would  have 
said.  But  if  there  are  dangers  which  are  now  present  to  his  mind, 
which  were  not  then  pointed  out  by  my  learned  friend,  the  mover  of 
the  Bill,  our  point  of  view  was  sufficiently  lucid  and  clean.  When 
it  is  remembered  that  the  object  is  to  attain  makkathayam  in  course  of 
time,  dissolutions  of  marriage  should  be  rare  in  order  to  reach  that  goal. 
We  therefore  deliberately  voted  in  favour  of  that  amendment.  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  my  learned  friend,  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai,  as  would  be  seen  from 
the  agenda,  proposes  to  -bring  in  a  number  of  amendments.  We  have  had 
the  benefit  of  talking  over  the  matter;  for  it  may  not  be  any  breach  of 
confidence  to  say  that  some  10  or  12  of  ns  together  perused  those 
amendments.  1  think  there  is  nothing  ipso  facto  bad  in  a  divorce  law. 
Divorce  should  not  be  common,  and  all  civilised  societies  make  it 
difficult  for  the  parties  to  get  divorce.  The  provisions  of  the  Parsi 
Divorce  Act  have  been  requisitioned  by  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  and  I  am 
adverting  to  that  fact,  because  the  Parsis,  as  you  well  know,  are  one 
of  the  most  influential,  enterprising  and  intelligent  communities  in  the 
whole  of  India.  There  is  no  Indian  ■  community,  Sir,  which  has  got 
more  self-respect  than  the  Parsis. 

PRESIDENT:  You  are  not  talking  on  the  amendment. 

(Laughter.) 

Me.  T.  K.  viliU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedti  man-gad'); 
In  opposing  Mr.  Paramesvaran;  Pillai’s  amendment  - 

,  PRESIDENT:  You  cannot  anticipate  the  discussion  on  Mr. 
Narayana  Pillai’s  amendment. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumaugad) : 
My  object  in  saying — 

PRESIDENT  :  You  can  only  speak  on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  T.  E.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum. Nedumangad) : 
Yes  ;  on  this  amendment  and  on  the  amendments  which  have  been  tabled 
before  the  House  for_discussion.  One  of  the -reasons  for  opposing  this 
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[Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  Krishna  Aiyangar.] 
amendment  is  that  they  are  not  so  comprehensive  as  those  tabled  by 
Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

PRESIDENT :  You  may  make  a  statement.  But  you  should 
not  discuss  the  merits  of  other  amendments  now. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  N edumangad):  I 
shall  not  read  or  comment  upon  the  other  amendments.  I  only  say  that 
■I  am  opposing  this  amendment.  I  discuss  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai’s 
amendment  in  a  like  spirit  and  take  it  seriously  into  consideration  be¬ 
cause  I  am  sure  the  other  amendments  that  follow  this  amendment  will 
certainly  be  suited  to  the  taste,  temperament  and  respectability  of 
the  Nayar  community.  I  think  I  am  justified  in  opposing  Mr.  Parames¬ 
varan  Pillai’s  amendment  without  going  into  the  other  amendments 
because  the  points  are  covered  more  liberally.  Eor  that  reason  I  oppose 
the  amendment. 

Mb.  P,  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amlalapuzha)  :  Sir,  I  am 
proposing  my  amendment  as  a  counter-amendment  to  Mr.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai’s  amendment. 

PRESIDENT :  I  do  not  think  you  can  do  that. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Am  I  at 
liberty  to  move  my  amendment  independently  of  Mr.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai’s  amendment  ? 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Piilai’s  amendment  is  now 
under  discussion  and  it  will  first  be  put  to  the  vote.  Then  your  amend¬ 
ment  will  follow. 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon ) :  May  I  know  whether  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment  can  be  Amoved  ? 

PRESIDENT:  An  amendment  to  an  amendment  can  be  moved 
with  my  permission. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PIDLAI  [Ambalapuzha)  :  It  is  therefore 
that  I  wanted  your  permission. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  The 
question  is  whether  we  should  consider  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai’s 
amendment  or  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai’s  amendment. 

PRESIDENT :  It  does  not  constitute  an  amendment  to  Mr. 
Paramesvaran  Pillai’s  amendment.  There1  is  nothing  preventing  me  to 
permit  an  amendment  to  an  amendment.  But  yours  is  not  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  an  amendment. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  [Deputy 
President) :  All  these  Amendments  are  proposed  to  the  Glauses  settled 
by  the  Select  Committee.  At  present,  without  understanding  the  relative 
merits  and  the  different  grounds  of  the  amendments,  the  House  may  have 
to  adopt  a  position  from  which  it  will  not  be  possible  for  it  to  retract  at  a 
later  stage.  Therefore  I  would  suggest  that  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  may  be 
allowed  to  bring  in  his  amendment  so  that  both  the  amendments  may 
be  placed  before  the  House  and  voted  upon 
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PRESIDENT :  Do  the  Standing  Orders  permit  it  ?  "Will  you 
kindly  draw  my  attention  to  the  relevant  portion  of  the  Standing 
Orders? 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ) :  There  is 
nothing  against.  ' 

PRESIDENT  :  I  know  there  is  a  provision  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  a  motion,  could  be  split  up  by  the  President  for  the  purpose  of  put¬ 
ting  it  to.  the  vote.  But  whether  two  independent  amendments  or  mo¬ 
tions  could  be  discussed  together,  I  am  not  quite  sure.  There  is  noth¬ 
ing  in  the  rules  expressly  prohibiting  it. 

Ms.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattmkara) :  '  The 
motion  is  that  Clause  8  be  made  part  of  the  Bill. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President ) :  The  difficulty  is  not  merely  with  this  Section.  It 
may  confront  us  also  in  other  Sections  where  several  of  my 
friends  have  tried  their  hands  in  drafting  amendments  which  certainly 
could  be  regarded  as  new  Sections. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAT&  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Where 
the  amendment  is  a  pure  substitution,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  permis¬ 
sible.  Where  one  Section  is  required  to  be  substituted  by  another,  that 
amendment  may  not  be  in  order.  But  this  amendment  is  not  of  .that 
sort.  It  is  consequential  upon  the  amendment  that  was  carried  the  other 
day.  To  my  mind,  the  proper  course  will  be  to.  vote  upon  Mr.  Parames¬ 
varan  Pillai’s  amendment  first,  and  then,  if  it  is  not  carried,  Mr. 
Narayana  Pillai’s  Amendment  may  be  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  What  I 
want  is  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  move  my  amendments  as  amendments 
to  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai’s  amendment. 

PRESIDENT :  Yours  is  not  an  amendment  to  Mr.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai’s  amendment. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara)  ■  With 
your  permission,  Sir,  I  beg  to  explain- .  The  motion  before  the  House 
is  that  Clause  8  form  part  of  the  Bill.  . 

PRESIDENT:  Yes.  What  the  rule  says  is  that  the  Bill  should 
be  considered  Clause  by  Clause. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (N eyyattmkara) :  There 
are  two  amendments  to  the  Clause,  i.  <?.,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Para¬ 
mesvaran  Pillai  and  that  of  Mr..  Narayana  Pillai.  The  President  may 
allow  both  the  amendments  to  be  moved. 

PRESIDENT :  Would  you  quote  a  precedent  ?  . 

•  Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ) :  :  Yes.  In 
the  Kallar  Resolution  there  was  an  amendment,  by  Mr.  Rangaswami 
Aiyangar  and  another  by  another  member.  The  two  amendments  were 
discussed  together  and  they  were  put  to  the  vote  separately.  The  discus¬ 
sion  was  also  allowed  to  go  on  on  both  the  amendments. 
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[President.] 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  There 
was  a  principal  motion  and  the  amendment  was  not  an  independent 
amendment  but  an  amendment  to  the  motion. 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( N  eyyattinkara ):  The 
principal  motion  is  that  Clause  8  do  form  part  of  the  Bill.  So  these 
two  amendments  may  be  considered  together  for  the  present. 

PRESIDENT  :  If  that  principle  is  accepted,  all  the  amendments 
relating  to  one  Clause  will  have  to  be  discussed  together.  Whatever 
the  precedent  be  in  respect  of  the  Kallar  Resolution,  it  can  hardly  be 
followed. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (N  eyyattinkara) :  That  is  why 
the  Standing  Order  says  that  the  President  may  exercise  his  discretion. 
So,  here  is  a  matter  in  which  the  President  may  exercise  his  discretion. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):.  A  difficulty  presents 
itself  to  my  mind.  When  one  amendment  is  opposed,  how  can  the 
other  amendment  be  moved  ? 

PRESIDENT: .  I  realise  the  difficulty. 

Mb.  T-  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  one  point.  As  the  amendments  are 
1  substantially  similar,  if  one  of  the  amendments  is  .'carried,  the  other 
amendment  ipso  facto  falls  to  the  ground,  and  we  will  not  be  in  order 
in  considering  it.  The  proposal  of  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  is  that  all 
these  amendments  may  be  taken  up  together.  Unless  these  amend¬ 
ments  are  considered  together,  we  may  be  running  a  risk,  because 
Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai’s  amendments,  for  example,  would  be  very 
useful  if  the  other  amendments  were  not  carried.  It  is  only  in  the 
view  that  the  other  amendments,  if  disposed  of,  will  be  more  useful 
that  I  oppose  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

PRESIDENT:  I  see  the  practical  use  of  the  course  which  you 
suggest.  But  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  against  precedent. 

■  Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI.  (Ambatapuzha)  :  Standing 
Order  No.  40  runs  as  follows 

Amendments  shall  ordinarily  bo  considered  in  the  order  of  the  Clauses  to  which  they 
respectively  relate. 

That  is  all..  And  what. the  rule  requires  is  that  with  respect  to 
each  particular  Claixse  the  amendments  shall  be  considered  in  order. 
Here  is  Clause  8  which  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  House .  There¬ 
fore  all  the  amendments  will  have  to  be  considered'  together. 

PRESIDENT :  That  does  not  necessarily  follow. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ,(. Tiruvalla ) :  .  I  shall  now 
cut  the  gordian  knot  by  withdrawing  my  amendment. 

The  amendment  was,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  all  right.  You  have  another  amendment 

also. 
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Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  I  _  withdraw 
that  too. 

The  following  amendment  was  not  moved: 

Me.  K  Paramesvaran  Pillai  ( Tiruvalla') :  Delete  Clauses  7  • 
and  8  and  substitute  the  following  : 

Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  Section  5,  if  the  petitioner  is  the  husband,  hs 
shall  offer  in  the  petition  reasonable  compensation  to  the  respondent,  except  when  suali 
respondent  has  renounced  Hinduism  and  lias  embraced  another  religion,  and  the  court 
shall  award  such  compensation  as  it  thinks  reasonable  ;  provided  that,  in  determining 
the  amount  of  compensation,  the  court  shall  not  go  into  the  grounds  of  tho  proposed 
dissolution  if  the  respondent  agrees  to  an  order  of  dissolution  without  an  empiiry  into  its 
grounds- 

(1)  So  far  as  may  be,  the  provisions  of  tho  Coda  of  Civil  Procedure,  applicable 
to  suits  shall,  apply  to  all  proceedings  under  this  Chapter. 

(2)  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  and  tho  Limitation 
Regulation  applicable  to  appeals  from  original  decrees,  an  appeal  shall  lie  to  tho  High 
Court  from  the  decision  of  the  District  Munsiff  under  the  Preceding  Soction. 

(3)  In  so  far  as  it  awards  payment  of  compensation,  an  order  of  the  District 
Munsiff  or  an  order  passed  on  appeal  shall,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  tho  Limitation 
Regulation  relating  to  the  execution  of  decrees,  he  executable  as  a  decree. 

(4-)  When  an  appeal  is  preferred  against  tho  decision  of  tho  Diftrict  Munsiff, 
court  fees  shall  bo  levied  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Court  Fees  Regulation. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  .PILLAI  (Ambatupmha) :  Sir,  the 
amendments  that  I  am  proposing  now  have  been  necessitated  by  the 
carrying  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon  on  the  previous 
day  of  the  Council  meeting.  If  you  will  excuse  me,  I  would  say  that 
he  has  been  playing  the  part  of  a  knight  errant  without  the  necessary 
horse  and  the  spear.  {Laughter.)  So  much  so,  the  main  proposition  has 
been  carried  and  the  necessary  consequential  amendments  that  would 
follow  upon  the  thing  have  not  been  provided  for  by  him.  .1  do  not  go 
into  the  question  of  the  wisdom  or  unwisdom  of  the  amendment  carried 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  and  I  bow  to  the  decision  of  this 
House  in  accepting  it.  But  accepting  it  means  that  there  is  a 
necessity  for  a  number  of  consequential  provisions  if  the  law  as  laid 
down  in  that  amendment  is  to  be  carried  out  successfully.  Hence  these 
amendments.  ■ 

Sir,  there  are  certain  verbal  inaccuracies  in  the  amendments  I  have 
proposed  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  rectify  them. 

Delete  Clause  8  and  substitute  the  following : — 

“Where  the  petitioner  alleges  adulter;/  us  the  ground  for  dissolution 
and  where  the  respondent  opposes  the  prayer  for  dissolution ,  the  petition 
shall  be  dismissed  unless  the  person  with  whom,  adultery  is  alleged  to  ham 
been  committed  is  impleaded  as  co-respondent  -in.  the  petition,  provided 
such  person  is  alive  and  his  whereabouts  can  be  ascertained  on  .  a 
diligent  enquiry.  \ 

'■  If  the  petition  is  not  dismissed,  copy  of  the  ■petition  shall  be  served , 
in  the  manner  aforesaid,  also  on  the  co-respondent,  if  any.” 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated !)  (Deputy 
President):  May  I  know  from  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  whether  it  is  usual, 
when  the  wife  files  the  application,  to  implead  the  co-respondent  ? 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  Yes. 

Eao  Bahabur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  {Deputy 
President) :  When  the  husband  files  an  application,  it  is  usual  to  im¬ 
plead  the  co-respondent,  the  guilty  companion  of  the  wife.  But  suppose 
the  wife  files  it  on  the  ground  of  the  husband’s  adultery  it  is  not  usual  to 
implead  the  co-respondent. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuaha)  :  I  am  coming 
to  that. 

“Nokoiths  landing  anything  contained,  in  the  previous  paragraphs, 
the  court  may,  if  it  is  not  satisfied,  as  to  the  good  faith  of  the  allegation 
contained  in  the  petition  mentioned  therein  or  that  the  petitioner  has 
not  hem  in  any  -way  accessory  to  or  has  not  cojinived  at  or  condoned  the 
offences  set  forth  in  the  petition  or  that  there  has  been  no  unnecessary  or 
improper  delay  in  presenting  the  petition,  dismiss  the  same. 

Three  months  after  the  service  of  the  copy  as  aforesaid,  if  the  peti¬ 
tion  is  not  withdrawn  m  the  meantime  and, 

(2)  (a)  if  the  petition  is  not  opposed  with  respect  to  any  of  the  grounds 

mentioned  in  Section  5,  or  if  the  respondent,  while  denying  the  allega¬ 
tion  contained  in  the  petition,  agrees  to  the  dissolution,  the  court  shall, 
without  going  into  the  grounds  alleged,  declare  in  writing  the  marriage 
dissolved ;  , 

(b)  if  the  respondent  does  not  agree  to  the  proposed  dissolution 
and  denies  the  allegation  in  the  petition,  the  court  shall  enquire  into  the 
allegation  in  the  petition  and  after  considering  the  evidence  adduced  by 
the  parties,  shall  order  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage,  if  the  grounds  set 
forth  in  the  petition  are  -made  out,  and  shall  dismiss  the  same  in  case 
they  are  not  made  out. 

(0)  At  the  time  of  passing  the  order  ref  erred  to  in  stib-elcmise  (.2) — 
(ft)  if  the  petitioner  is  the  husband  and  his  prayer  has  been 
granted,  the  court  shall,  except  where  the  respondent  lives  in  adultery 
or  has  changed  her  religion, award  to  the  wife  such  compensation  not 
exceeding  Rs.  5,000,  or  such  monthly  allowance  till  her  re-marriage  as 
would  be  proper  under  the  circumstances ; 

{b)- if  the  petitioner  is  the  wife  and  her  petition  is  granted,  the 
esurt  shall  also  decree  in  her  favour  such  compensation  not  exceeding 
Rs.  5,000  or  such  monthly  allowance  till  her  .remarriage,.- -as  would  be 
proper  under  the  circumstances,  having  regard  to  the  position,  means 
and  circtimstances  of  the  parties. 

Explanation:— Habitual  cruelty  may  include  toilful  desertion  for 
a  period  of  two  years  or  more  and  shall  also  include  persistent  neglect 

on  the  part  of  the  husband  to  maintain  the  wife. 

(4)  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  and  the 
Limitation  Regulation  applicable  to  appeals  from  original  decrees,  an 
•  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  High  Court  a,t  the  instance  of  any  aggrieved 
party  from  any  decision  oj-  the  District  Munsiff  relating  to,  dissolution^ 
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or  award,  or  both,  except  when  it  relates  exclusively  to  the  costs;  and 
■when  an  appeal  is  preferred,  court  fee  shall  be  levied  on  the  valve  of  the 
subject-matter  in  appeal  under  the  Court  Fees  Regulation. 

(5)  In  so  far  as  it  awards  payment  of  compensation  or  costs,  an 
order  of  the  District  Munsiff  or  an  order  passed  on  appeal  shall,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Limitation  Regulation  relating  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  decrees ,  be' executed  as  a  decree. 

(5)  Save  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  inconsistent  loith  anything  con¬ 
tained  in  this  Section,  the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure 
relating  to  the  trial  of  a  suit  shall  apply  to  all  proceedings  under  this 
Section  : 

Provided  that  all  proceedings  under  this  Section  either  before  a 
court  or  before  a  commissioner  appointed  by  a  court  shall  be  held  in 
camera  and  that  publication  of  any  account,  excepting  the  final  order 
land  decree,  of  such  proceedings,  shall  be  punishable  with  simple  impri¬ 
sonment  for  a  term  of  six  months  or  with  fine  which  may  extend  to  ‘ 
Rs.  .1,000,  or  both. 

Provided  also  that  the  parties  may  give  evidence  against  each 
other  by  means  of  affidavits  and  may  be  compelled  to  appear  to  give  oral 
evidence  only  for  cross-examination  and  re-examination  on  the  affidavits. 

.  (7)  The  costs  decreed  in  favour  of .  the  petitioner  may  be  made 
payable  by  the  co-respondent  to  the  proceedings,  if  any. 

(8)  The  Government  shall,  in  accordance  with  rules  to  be  f  ramed, 
appoint  persons  within  the  jurisdiction  of  each  District  Munsiff  to  be 
delegates  to  aid  in  an  enquiry  under  this  Chapter.  The  persons  so 
appointed  shall  be  Nayars,  males  or  females,  and  their  names  shall  be 
published  in  the  Government  Gazette.  The  delegates  to  aid  in  an 
enquiry  shall  be  selected  by  the  court  in  rotation  from  the  delegates 
appointed  for  each  court. 

(9)  During  an  enquiry  for  dissolution  of  a  marriage  under  this 
Chapter,  the  court  may,  from  time  to  time,  pass  such  interim  orders  and 
make  such  provisions  in  the  final  order  as  it  may  deem  just  and  proper 
with  respect  to  the  custody,  maintenance,  education  and  marriage  of  the 
minor  children,  the  marriage  of  whose  parents  is  the  subject  of  such 
enquiry. 

This  is  the  amendment  that  I  propose  to  place  before  the  House 
as  absolutely  necessary  on  the  amendment  passed  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Govinda  Menon.  Mr.  Govinda  Menon's  amendment  to  Clause  5 
haying  been  accepted,  it  seems  unwise  to  shut  out  a  regular  .  enquiry 
under  the  various  conditions  specified  in  Clause  5.  One  of  the  grounds 
mentioned  in  Clause  5  is  adultery.  Referring  to  the  subject  of 
divorce  on  account  of  adultery,  I  find  that  the  English  practice 
and  Indian  Statutes  upon  the  subject  require  the  impleading  of  a 
co-respondent  before  the  trial  can  be  proceeded  with.  I  submit 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  indecency  or  delicacy  that  may  follow 
that  provision,  it  is  quite  in  keeping  with  natural  justice  that  a  person 
Vol,  IV  No,  19.  ‘  o 
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whose  character  is  allowed  to  be  blown  up  should  be  a  party  to  a 
proceeding,  before  a  court  can  pronounce  upon  the  guilt-  or  innocence 
of  a  particular  person.  So,  I  would  consider  the  presence  of  the  co-res¬ 
pondent  as  absolutely  necessary.  Further,  I  would  also  say  that  it  is 
generally  found  on  a  reference  to  the  provisions  on  the  subject  of 
divorce  as  codified  in  the  Indian  Statutes — I  mean  the  Indian  Divorce 
Act  and  the  Parsi  Marriage  and  Divorce  Act — there  is  a  chance  for  a 
husband  and  wife  to  escape  the  rigours  of  the  marriage  tie  so  colluding  as 
to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  a  court  and  pass  through  the  divorce  court 
to  obtain  a  decree  for  the  dissolution  of  a  marriage.  Now,  that  can 
take  the  shape  of  proceedings  started  on  the  ground  of  adultery  com¬ 
mitted  with  a  third  party.  With  respect  to  that,  therefore,  and  also  to 
prevent  the  abuse  of  the  process  of  a  court,  it  is  necessary  that  the  party 
whose  reputation  is  besmirched  must  be  made  invariably  a  partyto  the 
proceedings.  So,  viewing  the  matter  also  as  a  means  to  avoid  collusion 
between  the  two  parties  who  may  be  so  much  vexed  with  the  company 
of  each  other  as  to  seek  divorce,  a  provision  for  the  presence  of  the  co¬ 
respondent  will  enable  the  facts  to  be  brought  out  in  their  true  light. 
And  then,  the  provision  in  the  Indian  Divorce  Act  and  the  Parsi  Divorce 
Act  is  also  clear.  My  friend  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  enquired,  when  the 
petitioner  is  the  wife,  whether  it  was  usual  to  implead  .the  woman  with 
whom  adultery  had  been  committed.  I  recollect  to  have  come  across 
such  a  provision  in  the  Parsi  Marriage  and  Divorce  Act. 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
. President ) :  In  the  Indian  Divorce  Act  ?  ' 

Ma.  P.  K.  NARAP’ANA  PILLAI  (A'mbalapuzha,) :  In  the  Indian 
Divorce  Act,  there  is  no  such  provision, 

Therefore,  there  is  nothing  unusual  in  such  a  stop.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  House  objects  to  another  woman  also  being  dragged  in  as  a 
co-respondent  I  am  prepared  to  agree. 

PRESIDENT :  Should  not 'the  reputation  of  that  woman  also  be 
gone  into  ? 

Me.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (A.nbalapuzha) :  My  opinion 
is  that  a  female  co-respondent  is  also  a  necessary  party. 

Then  .the  further  questions  relate  to  the  most  inoffensive  possible 
divorce  that  maybe  procured  under  the  Regulation,  My  friend  Mr.  K. 
Paramesvaran  Pillai  evidently  thought  -about  the  question,  and  I  ain  one 
with  him  in  thinking  that, 'if -it  ib  possible, -the,  offensive  enquiry  of  the 
divorce  court  and  the  attractive  reports  of  such  affairs  as  in  English 
newspapers  may  be -avoided  in  Travancore.  I  suggest  that,  when  the 
respondent  denies  the  ground  on  which  dissolution  is  sought  for,  but  yet 
agrees  that  the  dissolution  may  be  granted,  .it  may  be  granted’ without 
urther  enquir  y. 
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Kao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (De¬ 
puty  President) :  Will  it  not  be  better  if  we  take  up  the  amendments 
one  by  one  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARYANA  PILLAI  (Amlalapuzha) :  Let  me  explain 

first. 

That  would  seem  a  novel  procedure  viewed  from  the  general  stand¬ 
point  of  the  divorce  law.  But  even  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  must  feel  him¬ 
self  estopped,  in  view  of  Clause  4,  already  passed,  which  says  that,  by 
mutual  consent  of  parties  evidenced  by  a  registered  instrument,  a  divorce 
may  be  granted.  There  is  absolutely  nothing  objectionable  in  the 
party  appearing  before  the  court  and  agreeing  to  the  proposed  dissolu¬ 
tion.  That  is,  therefore,  specifically  provided  for,  to  avoid  an  enquiry 
into  the  grounds  alleged  by  the  party.  Then  we  come  to  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  the  stormy  proceedings  of  vehement  divorce  actions.  When 
that  stage  is  reached,  the  necessity  for  the  appearance  of  the  co-res¬ 
pondent  is  evident.  Hence  I  say  that  he  must  be  invited  to  be  present 
by  a  regular  summons  and  his  presence  ought  certainly  to  be  ensured  by 
definite  provisions.  If  the  parties  are  prepared  to  compromise,  the 
Civil  Procedure  Code  may  be  made  applicable  to  all  proceedings  under 
this  chapter.  If  the  parties  are  not  prepared  to  compromise,  then  the 
elaborate  enquiry,  as  contemplated  ^nder  the  chapter,  will  have  to  be 
gone  into. 

.Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (De¬ 
puty  President) :  What  will  be  the  remedy  of  the  co-respondent  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalajmzha)  :  He  will  be 
no  party.  The  co-respondent  will  not  appear  on  the  scene  till  the 
pitched  battle  commences.  Therefore  I  say  that  the  matter  will  have 
to*  be  threshed  out  just  as  if  it  were  a  regular  trial. 

Me.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Karl'ikapalli) : 
May  I  know  whether  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  wants  the  words  “in  the 
petition”  in  line  3  to  stand  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  If  you  con¬ 
sider  the  phrase  unnecessary,  I  am  prepared  to  omit  it.  We  will  take 
up  the  amendments  seriatim. ; 

Even  in  such  advanced  communities  as  the  Parsis  and 
the  Christians,  among  whom  divorce  is  permissible,  people  seem 
to  take  pretty  good'  care  that  the  proceedings  need  not  be  unneces¬ 
sarily  let  known  to  the  public,  Hence  it  is  that  those  -Acts  invari¬ 
ably  provide  that  the  enquiry  or  the  trial  may  be  carried  on  in  closed 
chambers.  Hence  I  have  adopted  that  provision  in  the  interests  of  a 
community  which  has,  for  the  first  time,  to  be  put  to  the  strange  ex¬ 
periences  of  the  divorce  court.  Thirdly,  I  find  that  even  the  Parsis,  for 
whose  sake  the  Government  of  India  have  been  at  pains  to  create  special 
matrimonial  courts — even  such  a  community  appears  to  have  demanded 
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certain  hedgings  when  the  reputation  of  the  members  of  their  com¬ 
munity  is  exposed  to  serious  consequences.  Hence  the  Parsi  Marriage 
and  Divorce  Act  directs  that  delegates  should  be  appointed  by  the 
local  Government,  and  the  courts  are  invariably  being  assisted  by 
such  delegates  to  aid  in  the  investigation  of  the  questions  raised  in  the 
divorce  court.  I  have  accordingly  borrowed  that  provision  also  ;  and  I 
have  gone  further  in  requesting  the  Government  of  Travancore  to  frame 
the  necessary  rules  for  employing  the  delegates  and  how  they  will  have 
to  behave  in  the  matrimonial  court — a  provision  not  found  in  the  Parsi 
Marriage  and  Divorce  Act. 

Another  matter  that  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
this  connection  is  the  tender  destinies  of  minor  children  who  unfortu¬ 
nately  may  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  bickerings  of  the  husband  and  the 
wife,  but  whose  interests  are  probably  paramount  to  the  interests  of  the 
husband  and  the  wife  in  matrimonial  proceedings.  When  the  warfare 
is  pretty  keen  between  the  husband  and  the  wife  there  is  a  chance  of 
the  interests  of  the  minors  being  lost  sight  of.  The  provisions  in  the 
Nayar  Regulation  Amendment  Bill  are  somewhat  defective.  Hence, 
during  the  period  of  the  pendency  of  the  proceedings  in  a  court,  if 
the  court  enquires  into  the  question  and,  finally,  when  it  passes 
its  decree,  the  court  should  have  power  to  make  such  arrangements 
for  the  education,  maintenance,  custody  and  welfare  of  the  children 
who  are  innocent  parties.  That  also  is  a  provision  in  the  Parsi 
Act,  which  I  have  borrowed  practically  with  the  additio.n  of  the  word 
“  marriage  ”.  The  “marriage”  provision  does  not  exist  there.  When- 
the  husband  and  the  wife  are  fighting,  with  the  sanction  of  the  court, 
the  minors  may  be  allowed  to  marry.  Then  the  only  other  serious 
question  is  the  question  of  compensation.  Sir,  my  friend  Mr.  Parames- 
varan  Pillai  seems  to-  be  of  opinion  that,  even  in  a  case  of  adultery,  the 
wife. should  not  go  without  anything.  Somebody  quoted  the  Hindu  Law 
also  in  support  of  that. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  dominated) 
Deputy  President)'.  Only  maintenance  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalapuzha)  :  Yes,  only  main¬ 
tenance.  The  Hindu  Law  says,  with  all  sympathy,  which  is  after  all 
not  of  the  stoutest  veriety,  that  she  may  have  a  bare  allowance — 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Maveiikara  cum  Kartihapulli)'.  Starva¬ 
tion  allowance. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha )  :  Quite  so, 
starvation  allowance. 

When  there  is  an  enquiry  to  see  whether  a  wife  has  been  living 
in  adultery  and  when  it  is  found  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  the  case 
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is  against  her — that  she  has  been  living  in  adultery — it  would  he 
rather  strange  for  enlightened  people  to  contend  that  she  would 
still  be  entitled  to  something  at  the  hands  vof  an  innocent  hus¬ 
band.  The  existing  Nayar  Eegulation  in  that  particular  respect  is  to 
the  effect  that  a  wife  who  lives  in  adultery  is  not  entitled  to  any 
maintenance  at  the  hands  ‘of  the  husband ;  and  there  is  another 
statute,  i.e.,  Section  366  of  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code,  which  also 
disallows  any  maintenance  to  a  wife  who  lives  in  adultery.  I  have 
borrowed  the  provision  from  the  two  statutes  which  say  that,  when 
a  wife  lives  in  adultery,  she  shall  not  be  entitled  to  anything. 
The  only  other  circumstance  under  which  a  wife  shall  forefeit  her 
claim  for  maintenance  is  when  she  changes  her  religion.  Certainly 
it  is  very .  difficult  for  the  respondent  under  such  circumstances 
to  agree  with  the  peculiar  conduct  of  the  wife  and  cohabit  with 
her.  Except  in  these  two  instances,  therefore,  I  say,  even  if  the  husband 
succeeds,  that  is,  on  the  question  of  incompatibility  of  temperament  or 
on  the  question  of  insanity  or  incurable  disease  or  in  any  other  circum¬ 
stances,  owing  to  no  fault  of  the  poor  woman,  she  should  not  be  thrown 
away  without  anything.  Unless  it  is  possible  that  she  gets  remarried 
under  these  circumstances,  she  may  be  asked  to  shift  for  herself.  But 
where  the  wife  succeeds,  the  amendment  carried  by  Mr.  A.  Govinda 
Menon  will  be  a  blessing  in  disguise  in  one  respect.  That  is  to  say,  under 
the  existing  law,  no  wife,  when  she  happens  to  be  a  petitioner,  is  entitled 
to  get  anything  from  the  husband.  But  I  say,  if  the  wife  succeeds  as 
against  a  husband,  on  any  of  the  grounds  mentioned  in  Mr.  A.  Govinda 
Menon’s  amendment,  .  i.  e.,  adultery,  incompatibility  of  temperament, 
or  desertion,  etc.,  when, '  of  course,  the  husband  is  the  party  who  is 
found  guilty  of  such  gross  conduct  as  against  a  woman,  I  say  that  she 
shall  be  entitled  to  such  amount  as  will  be  necessary  for  ,her  support  and 
as  may  be  found  proper  and  justifiable  by  a  court  of  law.  So,  to  that 
extent,  Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon’s  amendments  have  benefited  the  women¬ 
folk.  These  are  the  main  features  of  the  amendment  that  I  beg  to 
place  before  the  House,  and  in  consideration  of  the  faot  that  all  these 
provisions,  except  the  one  that  I  submitted  with  respect  to  the  possibi¬ 
lity  of  the  decree  being  passed  at  the  very  first  blush  of  the  proceedings 
by  the  respondent  agreeing  to  the  divorce,  are  borrowed  either  from  the 
Indian  or  English  Statutes  or  decided  cases,  I  am  submitting  that  these 
proposals  may  b'e  accepted  by  the  House  and  the  amendments  to  the 
Bill  got  through. 

•  Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ):  I 

second  it. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil)  :  I 
think  it  will  be  better  to  take  the  sub-clauses  one  by  one. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( A.mbalapuzha ) :  All  right ;  by 
all  means.  I  court  criticism  by  a  separate  consideration  of  the  various 
sub-clauses. 
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PRESIDENT  :  Yon  want  them  to  be  treated  as  separate  amend¬ 
ments.  , 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  : 
(Deputy  President) :  It  is  impossible  to  accept  the  whole  thing  as  one 
proposition.  There  are  several  provisions  to  which  I  may  agree.  There 
are  some  provisions  to  which  I  may  agee  only  with  slight  modifications. 

PRESIDENT :  You  may  discuss  Clause  by  Clause. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  I  have  placed 
all  the  Clauses.  If  I  should  submit  Clause  by  Clause  I  am  prepared  to 
d-o  so.  If  you,  Sir,  request  the  members  to  consider  the  clauses  seriatim, 
they  are  at  liberty  to  do  so.  I  am  amenable  to  that  course. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)  :  Is  it  open  to  any 
member  to  propose  any  amendment  to  any  Clause  that  is  being  discussed 
and  voted  upon  ?  1 

PRESIDENT  :  You  may  suggest  if  the  mover  of  the  amendment 
accepts  it ;  and  if  the  House  permits  it  is  all  right. 


The  House  adjourned  for  lunch  at  2-5  P.  M.  and  re-assembled 
at  3-2  p.  m, 

PRESIDENT :  The  discussion  wifi  now  proceed  Clause  by  Clause. 
The  first  Clause  runs  like  this : 

“Where  the  petitioner  alleges  adultery  as  the  ground  for  dissolution  and'  where 
the  respondent  opposes  the  prayer  for  dissolution,  the  petition  shall  be  dismissed  unless 
the  person  with  whom  adultery  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed  is  impleaded  as  oo- 
respondent  in  the  petition,  provided  such  person  is  alive  and  his  whereabouts,  oan  be 
asoertsined  on  a  diligent  enquiry. 

If  the  petition  is  not  dismissed,  oopy  of  the  petition  shall  be  served,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  aforesaid,  also  on  the  co-respondent,  if  any. 

Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  the  previous  paragraphs,  the  court  may, 
if  it  iB  not  satisfied  as  to  the  good  faith  of  the  allegation  contained  in  the  petition 
mentioned  therein  or  that  the  petitioner  has  not  been  in  any  way  accessory  to  or  has  not 
connived  at  or  condoned  the  offenoes  set  forth  in  the  petition  or  that  there  has  been  no 
unnecessary  or  improper  delay  in  presenting  the  petition,  dismiss  the  same." 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Sir, 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  words  “and  where  the  respondent  opposes  the 
prayer  for  dissolution”  be  deleted. 

PRESIDENT  :  Do  you  object  to  that  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I 
object  to  that  for  this  reason.  In  the  first  place,  in  sub-clause  (2)  it 
is' specially  provided  :  “or  if  the  respondent,  while  denying  the  allega¬ 
tions  contained  in  the  petition  agrees  to  the  dissolution,  the  court  shall 
declare -in  writing  the  marriage  dissolved.”  Therefore,  there  is  no 
necessity  to  put  it  in  here.  Eurther,  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  referred  to  the 
cases  where  the  petitioner  and  the  respondent  may  collude  and  the  neces¬ 
sity  may  arise  for  the  impleading,  of  the1  co-respondent.  If  so — if  before 
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the  issue  of  a  notice  the  respondent  should  agree  that  there  should 
be  a  dissolution  of  marriage — the  collusion  that  he  wanted  to  avoid 
has  not  been  avoided.  Therefore,  it  is  not  necessary  to  put  it  in  at 
that  stage.  Further,  whether  the  petitioner  alleges  adultery  as  the 
ground  for  dissolution  or  not,  it  must  be  after  the  service  of  notice  and 
not  before,  because  the  subsequent  portion  says  : 

“The  petition  shall  be  dismissed  unless  ‘the  person  with  whom  adultery  is  alleged 
to  have,  been  committed  is  impleaded  as  a  co-respondent  in  the  petition,  provided  such 
person  is  alive  and  his  whereabouts  can  be  ascertained  on  a  diligent  enquiry. 

If  tho  petition  is  not  dismissed,  copy  of  the  petition  shall  bo  served  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  also  on  the  co-respondent,  if  any.” 

The  subsequent  provision  provides  for  the  serving  of  a  notice 
upon  the  respondent  and  also  upon  the  co-respondent.  Therefore,  I 
think  that  the  words  ‘where  the  respondent  opposes  the  prayer  for  dis¬ 
solution”  in  lines  1  and  2,  that  is  to  say,  after  the  words  “for  dissolution” 
need  not  be  put  in  at  this  stage.  It  is  enough  if,  after  notice,  the 
respondent  appears  and  says  that  there  is  no  objection  to  the  dissolution 
of  marriage,  and  the  grounds  need  not  be  gone  into.  Till  then,  as  it  is, 
it  will  mean  that  there  will  be  allegations  in  the  petition  against  a  co¬ 
respondent,  and  then,  if  the  respondent  admits  the  dissolution,  the 
charges  against  the  co-respondent  will  be  still  there.  Therefore  I  do 
not  see  the  necessity  for  putting  it  in  at  this  stage. 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)'.  I 
second  the  amendment  proposed. 

Me.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR:  ( Mavctikam  cum  Kartikapalli) : 
The  central  idea  underlying  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai’s  amendment  seems 
to  be  that,  when  the  respondent  confesses  the  guilt,  there  is  no 
necessity  for  impleading  the  co-respondent  or  issuing  notice  to 
the  co-respondent.  In  other  words,  a  further  opportunity  is  allowed, 
to  the  parties  to  make  up  their  minds  as  to  whether  the  petition 
is  to  be  pushed  through  or  not.  It  is  only  when  the  facts  of  adul¬ 
tery  have  to  be  enquired  into  at  a  later  stage  that  the  co-res¬ 
pondent’s  name  need  be  mentioned.  Though  I  find  Mr.  Narayana 
Pillai  using  the  words  “in  the  petition”  also,  which  I  find,  eannot 
stand,  because  the  co-respondent  is  to  be  notified  only  after  entry  of 
defence,  the  name  of  the  co-respondent  cannot  possibly  be  put  in  in  the 
petition  itself.  Therefore,  I  am  submitting  that  the  central  idea  of  the 
amendment  may  be  accepted,  namely,  that  the  co-respondent  need  be 
notified  only  in  case  the  petition  is  opposed.  The  words  “  in  the  peti¬ 
tion  ”  may  be  deleted  in  the  first  Clause  itself.  Another  Clause  or 
qualification  also  will  have  to  be  introduced.  There  may  he  cases  where 
the  co-respondent’s  name  is  unknown.  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  provides 
only  for  the  co-respondent  being  alive  and  his  whereabouts  being  not  as¬ 
certainable  on  a  diligent  enquiry.  The  identity  of  the  party  itself  may  be 
unknown.  That  contingency  has  not  been  provided  for  by  Mr.  F,  K, 
Narayana  Pillai.  I,  therefore,  propose  that  the  words  “  in, the  petition  ” 
be  deleted  and  the  words  “is known”  also  be  added  before  the  words 
“  and  his  whereabouts.  ”  That  will  make  the  idea  of  Mr.  Narayana 
Pillai  more  plain.  • 
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Mb.  G-.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Ncyyattinkara ) :  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  in  thinking  that  the  term  “  in  the  petition  ”  is 
meaningless  as  it  is,  and  should  therefore  be  deleted.  In  regard  to  the 
objection  of  my  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  namely,  that  the  Clause 
“  where  the  respondent  opposes  the  prayer  for  dissolution  ”  may  be 
omitted,  I  may  point  out  that,  in  that  case,  the  Clause,  as  it  stands,  goes 
the  extent  of  stating  that,  as  soon  as  the  petition  is  put  in,  the  00- 
respondent  has  also  to  be  impleaded.  Tt  is.  just  with  a  view  to  avoid 
that  contingency,  namely,  to  ensure  that  it  is  only  in  case  the  petition  is 
objected  to  that  the  co-respondent  need  be  brought  into  the  court,  that 
the  Clause  has  been  added.  It  will  practically  defeat  the  very  object  of 
that  amendment  and  therefore  I  am  of  opinion  that  that  Clause  should 
not  be  disturbed. ' 

Mb.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha )  :  Sir,  my 
original  idea  at  the  time  of  sending  in  the  amendment  has  been  modified 
by  the  insertion. 

Mr.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur): 
Sir,  some  of  us  would  also  like  to  speak  on  that  amendment  before  Mr. 
Narayana  Pillai  is  allowed  to  speak. 

PBESIDENT:  Do  you  want  _  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  to  wait? 

Mr.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur)-. 

Yes. 

MR.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  If  I  am  going 
to  accept  the  suggestion  of  my  friend  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar,  I  think  it  is 
not  necessary  to  discuss  it  any  further, 

PBESIDENT :  You  cannot  say  that. 

Mr.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  mm  Ettumanur)-. 
If  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  is  going  to  adopt  that  amendment,  I  am  not  very 
particular. 

PBESIDENT :  1  do  not  quite  follow  you.  • 

'  Mr.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur ) : 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  is  going  to  accept  Mr. 
Krishna  Aiyar’s  amendment,.  I  have  got  nothing  to  say. 

Mr.  P-  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  I  am  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  my  friend  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar,  that  the 
expression  “  in  the  petition  ”  may  be  dropped  and  the  additional  words 
added,  namely,  “is  known  ”  between  the  words  “is  alive  ”  and  “  and  his 
whereabouts.  ” 

PBESIDENT  :  You  will  have  to  put  in  a  comma  after  the  word 
“alive.” 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB (.Nominated)  (. Deputy 
.  President) :  I  come  -back,  Sir,  to  the  point  I  raised  a  little  while  ago 
that  the  Section,  as  it  stands,  should  not  be  made  applicable  in  cases 
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where  the  petitioner  is  the  wife,  After  all,  the  blasting  of  the  reputa« 
tion  of  a  man  may  not  be  quite  so  serious  as  the  blasting  of  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  an  innocent  woman  who  is  impleaded  as  co-respondent.  The 
position  put  forward  by  my  friend  was  that  it  was  intended  to  give  an 
opportunity  to  an  accused  party  to  vindicate  his  character  in  a  court  of 
law.  Well,  any  exparte  judgment  obtained  behind  the  back  of  an  in¬ 
dividual  is  not  going  to  damn  him  seriously  in  life.  A  co-respondent 
is,  if  a  woman,-  not  generally  impleaded.  The  man  who  is  the  companion 
of  -the  guilty  woman  is  oftentimes  impleaded  as  a  co-respondent  just  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  petitioner  to  realise  his  costs  and  for  ’  the 
purpose  of  recovering  any  damages  that  the  court  may  award.  It  is  not 
to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  co-respondent  to  vindicate  his  character 
that  he  is  included.  The  Indian  Divorce  Act  insists  on  the  co-respond¬ 
ent  being  brought  in  only  if  the  petitioner  is  the  husband.  I  would 
therefore  make  an  addition  :  “provided  that,  in  cases  where  the  peti¬ 
tioner  is  the  wife,  the  co-respondent  need  not  be  impleaded.” 
PRESIDENT:  Will  you  add  it  at.  the  end  of  the  Clause  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  {Nominated)  (De¬ 
puty  President)  :  Yes  Sir.  That  is  at  the  end  of  Clause  1  (a)E  first 
paragraph. 

Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Chcmganachenj  cum  Minaohil):  I  beg 
to  second  the  proposal.  '  , 

PRESIDENT :  Do  you  bring  it  forward  as  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  K,  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated, )  ( De¬ 
puty  President) :  Yes,  and  I  am  entitled  to  submit  it  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  House.  - 

PRESIDENT  :  You  are  moving  it  as  a  definite  amendment,  and 
it  is  seconded.  I  think  in  a  case  like  this  it  will  have  to  be  permitted. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Amlalapuzha ) :  With  respect 
to  the  amendment  of  my  friend  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar,  'in  justification 
of  what  I  have  myself  done,  I  would  draw  his  attention  to  Section  37  of 
Parsi  Marriage  and  Divorce  Act.  The  Section  is  as  follows : — * , 

"Any  husband  may  sue  that  his  marriage  may  ha  dissolved  and  divorce  granted, 
on  the  ground  that  his  wife  has  since  the  celebration  thereof  been  guilty  of  adultery  ; 

and  any  wife  may  sue  that  her  marringo  'may  be  dissolved  and  a  divorco  granted 
on  the  ground  that  since  tho  celebration  thereof  her  husband  has  been  guilty  of  adnltery 
with  a  married  or  fornication  with  an  unmarried  woman  not  being  a  prostitute,  or  of 
bigamy  coupled  with  adultery,  or  of  adultery  coupled  with  cruelty,  or  of  adultery  coupled 
■with  ,  wilful  desertion  for  two  years  or  upwards,  or  of  rape,  or  of  an  unnatural 
offence.  ■  ' 

In  every  such  suit  for  divorce  on  the  ground  .of  adultery,  the  rplaintif£  shall,  un- 
less  the  court  shall  otherwise  order,  mate  the  person  with  whom  the  adultery  is  alleged 
to’ have  been  committed  a  co-defendant,  and  in  any  such  suit  by  the  husband  the  Court 
may  order  the  adulterer  to  pay  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  costs  of  the  proceedings,” 

Such  being  tbe  provision  of  the  Parsi  Marriage. and  Divorce  Act, 
L  thought  any  partial  distinction  in  favour  of  the  fair  sex  may  not  be 
acceptable  to  the  House.  But,  as  I  observed  on  a  previous  occasion 
Vol.  IV, -No.  12.  ■•it 
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while  introducing  the  amendment,  if  the  House  is  for  excluding  a 
woman  co-respondent  from  the  proceedings,  I  have  rqysef  absolutely  no 
objection  to  accept  that  position.  .  So,  if  no  other  member  is  for  retain¬ 
ing  the  Section,  as  it  is,  I  am  prepared  to  accept  it. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (De¬ 
puty  President) :  Of  course  my  friend  will  be  bound  if'  the  House  is 
prepared  to  accept.  His  special  inclination  in  the  direction  of  the 
amendment  must  be  disclosed  to  this  House. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  [■ Ambalapuzha )•:  I  am  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  the  amendment, 

The  amendment  was  accepted. 

.  Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  -PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) : 
May  I  know  what  exactly  the  amendment  is  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  “Provided  however  that  in  cases  where  the  peti¬ 
tioner  is  the  wife  the  co-respondent  need  not  be  impleaded.”  These 
words  are  to  be  added  at  the  end  of  Clause  (1)  first  paragraph. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Read  Sirkar  Vakil) :  What 
■about  my  amendment?  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar’s  amendment  has  been 
accepted. 

PRESIDENT :  I  thought  it  was  only  a  suggestion  and  that  it 
was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  :  I 
seconded  it. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sir kar  Vakil):  With 
your  permission,  may  I  say  a  word  in  explanation  of  the  amendment 
in  answer  —  1 

PRESIDENT :  I  thought  you  were  only  making  a  suggestion.  If 
it:  is  a  regular  amendment,  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  will  have  to  accept  it, 
and  then  it -will. have  to  be  put  to  the  vote  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  I  oppose 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  amendment. 

MR.  T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivand/rum  cum  Nedwmangad)' : 
Has  it  been  seconded  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  Yes,  by  Mr.  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 

Mr.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional Read  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  One 
word  I  want  to  say  in  explanation.  No  doubt,  my  amendment  was 
based 'on  the  ground  that  the  petitioner  is  bound  to  state  in  the  petition 
who  the  co-respondent  was  and  the  allegations  against  the  co-respond¬ 
ent;  and  the  question  concerned  was  only  with  reference  to  the  notice 
to  the  co-respondent.  I  said  that,  if  the  petitioner  and  the  respondent 
agree  and  settle  the  matter  between  themselves,  it  would  not  be  doing 
justice,  to  the  co-respondent.  To  avoid  that,  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  sug- 
I6?46"  .4!ie  W01'ds  “  in  the  petition  ”  ipRy  be  omitted  and  therefore 
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no  notice  need  go,  and  the  notice  need  go  only  in  disputed  eases  where 
the  respondent  is  not  willing  to  agree  to  the  dissolution  of  marriage.  My 
difficulty  there  again  is,  as  soon  as  the  petition  is  filed  without  naming 
the  respondent,  without  naming  the  allegations  in  connection  with  the 
co-respondent,  how  long  should  a  court  wait  ?  Is  it  as  soon  as  the 
petition  is  filed  ?  How  long  should  the  court  wait  to  issue  notice  ?  In 
the  Section  as  it  stands,  if  the  words  as  they  are  put  in  by  Mr.  Narayana 
Pillai  are  there,  “where  the  respondent  opposes  the  prayer  for  dis¬ 
solution,”  no  time  is  fixed  as  to  how  long  the  court  should  wait  to  issue 
notice  and  for  the  petition  to  be  returned  to  the  petitioner  to  put  his 
necessary  allegation  against  the  co-respondent  and  to  implead  him. 
All  that  will  have  to  be  provided  for  in  such  a  contingency'.  That  is 
my  difficulty. 

Mr.  K  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  C Tiruvalla):  Is  it  not 
enough  to  wait  till  the  written  statement  is  put  in  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  ■  That 
is  why  I  say  that  “  where*  the  respondent  opposes  the  prayer  for  dis¬ 
solution  ”  need  not  be  there.  That  is  the  ground  for  my  amendment. 
Otherwise  it  will  lead  to  difficulty.  As  to  when  the  notice  should  be 
issued  no  time  limit  is  fixed. 

PRESIDENT :  I  put  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  to 
the  vote.  His  amendment  is  :  Delete  from  Clause  1  (n)  the  words  “  and 
where  the  respondent  opposes  the  prayer  for  dissolution.”  There  again 
we  want  the  restoration  of  the  word  “  it.  ” 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  declared  lost,  9  voting 
for  and  12  against. 

PBESIDENT  :  I  take  it  that  the  main  amendment  of  Mr.  P.  K. 
Narayana  Pillai,  i.  'e.,  sub-clause  (1)  of  Clause  8  is  accepted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  M.  BAJA.  BAJA  VABMA  ( Devaswom  Commissioner)  :  May 
I  know  how  the-  Section  would  read  with  all  the  amendments  ? 

PBESIDENT  :  Clause  (1)  (a)  will  read  like  this: — 

“Where  the  petitioner  alleges  adultery  as  the  ground  for  dissolution  and  where  the 
respondent  opposes  the  prayer  for  dissolution  the  petition  shall  he  dismissed  unless  the 
person  with  whom  adultery  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed  is  impleaded  as  co-res¬ 
pondent,  provided  such  person  is  alive,  is  known  and  his  j  whereabouts  could  he  ascer¬ 
tained  on  a  diligent  enquiry." 

There  are  no  amendments  to  sub-Clauses  ( b ).  and  (c). 

Mr.  B.  EBISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
There  is  another  proviso.  1 

PBESIDENT:  Yes.  • 

“Provided,  however,  that  in  cases  where  the  petitioner  is ;  the  Wife,  the  eo-respond- 
erit  need- not  be  impleaded.” 

Mr.  M,  RAJA  BAJA  VABMA  (Devaswom  Commissioner) :  I  think 
the  word  ‘and’  must  be  inserted  before  the  second  proviso. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAKAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzhd) :  ‘Provided  also’ 
will  do,  I  think. 
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[President.]  ■ 

PEESIDENT :  Yes,  There  are  no  changes  in  sub-clauses  (5)  and 
(c).  We  now  proceed  to  Clause  8,  sub-clause  (2). 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Govermnent) : 
‘Is  alive  and  known’  would  read  better. 

PEESIDENT.:  Yes, ‘and  known’  would  be  better. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil )  :  A  per¬ 
son  must  first  be  known  before  the  question  of  his  living  arises,  There¬ 
fore  ‘is  known  and  alive’  would  be  better. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha )  :  1  have  no 
objection  in  putting  it  like  that. 

The  main  amendment  which,  as  further  amended,  ran  as  follows 
was  carried:— 

8  (1)  (<»)  Wlioro  the  potitioncr-alieges  adultery  as  the  ground  for  dissolution  and 
where  the  respondent  opposes  the  prayer  for  dissolution,  tho  petition  shall  be  dismissed 
unless  the  person  with  whom  adultery  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed  is  impleaded  as 
co-respondent,  provided  such  person  is  known  and  alivo  and  his  whereabouts  can  be  as¬ 
certained  on  a  diligent  enquiry;  provided  also  that,  in  eases  where  the  petitioner  is  the 
wife,  the  co-respondent  need  not  be  impleaded. 

(20  If  the  petition  is  not  dismissed,  copy  of  the  petition  shall  bo  served  in  tho 
manner  aforesaid,  also  on  the  co-respondent,  if  any. 

(c)  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  the  previous  paragraphs,  the  Court 
may,  if  it  is  not  satisfied  as  to  the  good  faith  of  the  allegation  contained  in  the  petition 
mentioned  therein  or  that  the  petitioner  has  not  boeniu  any  way  accessory  to  or  has  not 
connived  at  or  condoned  the  offence  set  forth  in  the  petition  or  that  thoro  has  been 
no  unnecessary  or  improper  delay  in  presenting  the  petition,  dismiss  the  same. 

PEESIDENT  :  We  may  now  proceed  to  sub-clause  (2).  I  will 
read  sub-clause  (2)  for  the  information  of  the  .  House, 

“Three  months  after  the  service  of.  the  copy  as  aforesaid,  if  the  petition  is  not 
withdrawn  in  the  meantime,  and 

(а)  if  the  petition  is  not  opposed  with  respect  to  any  of  the  grounds  mentioned  in 
Section  5, 'or  if  the  respondent,  while  denying  tho  allegations  contained  in  tho  petition, 
agrees  to  the  dissolution,  the  uourt  shall,  without  going  into  the  grounds  alleged,  declare 
in  writing  the  marriage  dissolved.  ! 

(б) . if  the  respondent  does  not  agree  to  the  proposed  dissolution  and  denies  the 
allegation  in  the  petition,  the  court  shall  enquire  into  tbe  allegation  in  tho  petition,  and 
after  considering  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  parties,  shall  order  the  dissolution  of  the 
marriage  if  the  grounds  set  forth,  in  the,  petition  are  made  out,  and  shall  dismiss  tho 
same  in  case  they  are  not  made  out.” 

Me.  S.  KRISHNA,  AIYAE  ( Mavelikara  Cum  KwrtikapalU) :  With 
reference  to  paragraph  2  of  amended-ESection  7  “a  voice:  louder, please" 
tbe  second  and  third  paragraphs  have  not  .been  put  to  the  vote  of  tbe 
House. 

PEESIDENT :  Tbe  whole  of  Clause  (1)  has  been  put  to  the  vote 
and  accepted  by  the  House. 

Me.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAE  (tWavelikam  cu xn  Kartikapatti):  I 
thought  that  the-first  paragraph  alone  was  put  to  the  vbte  of  the  House. 

PRESIDENT :  No;  the  whole  clause  was  put  to  the  vote  of  the 
House  and  the  House  has  accented  i t. .  Wo  had,  as  I  said,  no  aroend- 
Went  with  regard  to  the  second  and  third  paragraphs.  The  discussion 
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related  to  the  whole  Clause,  and  I  thought  the  House  had  already  ac¬ 
cepted  the  whole  Clause. 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government) : 
That  was  only  with  reference  to  the  first  paragraph. 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  : 
That  was  how  it  was  understood. 

Mr.  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  {Deoaswom,  Commissioner) :  The 
first  paragraph  alone  was  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House. 

PRESIDENT:  Clause  (1)  covering  (a),  (b)  and  (c)  was  put  to  the 
vote  of  the  House  and  all  the  three  paragraphs  were  accepted  by  the 
House;  but  the  discussion  was  confined  to  (1)  {a)  as  no  a  mendinents 
were  proposed  in  respect  of  (6)  and  (c). 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAB  {Mavelikara  cum  Kariikapalli) :  Mr. 
P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai’s  amendment  consists  of  three  paragraphs, 
I  understood  that  the  first  paragraph  alone  was  put  to  the  vote  of  the 
House.  , 

PBESIDENT:  Now,  we  go  to  sub-clause  (2)  and  we  deal  with 
both  paragraphs  (a)  and  (6)  of  sub-clause  (2). 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated )  :  I  beg  to  propose  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  (2)  (a),  vie.,  that  the  words  ‘or  change  of  religion’  be  deleted. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhahqntzha) :  We  have  not 
come  to  that. 

PBESIDENT:  It  has  been  renumbered  as  sub-clause  (3),  We 
have  not  come  to  that. 

Mr.  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  {Devasworn  Commissioner)  :  We 
thought  that  only  the  first  paragraph  of  sub-clause  (1) .was  put  to  the 
vote  of  the  House.  We  never  knew  that  the  whole  Clause  was 
voted  upon.  We  have  some  objections  to  the  second  and  third  para¬ 
graphs. 

PBESIDENT :  A  Section  need  not  be  read  until,  we  exhaust  the 
discussion  of  all  the  Clauses.  I  read  the  whole  of  it  because  I  put  the 
whole  Clause  to  the  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  {Devaswom  Commissioner):  When 
I  wanted  the  Clause  as  amended  to  be  read,  only  the  first  paragraph 
was  read  by  the  President.  The  other  paragraphs  were  not  read.  . 

PRESIDENT:  No  change  "was  suggested  in  the  second  and 
the  third  paragraphs,  and  I  asked  the  House  whether  the  House  accept¬ 
ed  the  whole  Clause.  ■■  ■', 

Mr.  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  (Devastcom  Commissioner ) :  It 
Was  not  understood  like  that.  ' 

PRESIDENT:  Have  you  any  suggestion  to  make  ?  V 

Mr.  M,  BAJA  BAJA  VARMA  (Devamom:ComriMsde)ieryi'  Yds* 
In  the  third  paragraph  it  is  said  that  ‘the  petitioner  has  not  been  in  any 
way  accessory  to  or  has  not  connived  at  or  not  condoned  the  offences 
set  forth — ’  That  again  is  to  be  gone  into  by  the  court.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  desirable, 
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PRESIDENT :  The  idea  is  that  the  court  goes  into  the  whole 
question. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYAN GAR  (Nomi?iate'd)(Depui>j 
President ) :  There  is  one  difficulty,  Sir,  that  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  the  House,  with  reference  to  sub-clause  (2)  (a).  It  runs  as  follows:- 

(a)  “  If  the  petition  is  not  opposed  with  respect  to  any  of  the  grounds  mentioned 
in  section  5,  or  if  the  respondent,  while  denying  the  allegations  contained  in  the  petition 
agrees  to  the  dissolution,  the  court  shall  declare  in  writing  the  marriage  dissolved.  ” 

What  about  the  co-respondent  ?  The  Section  empowers  the  court 
to  declare  the  marriage  dissolved  under  two  circumstances.  One  is  when 
the  petition  is  not  opposed  at  all  either  by  the  respondent  or  by  the  co¬ 
respondent  at  the  time  of  the  hearing.  The  second  contingency  is  ‘  or 
if  the  respondent,  while  denying  the  allegations  contained  in  the  petition 
agrees  to  the  dissolution,  the  court  shall  declare  in  writing  the  marriage 
dissolved.’  What  is  the  position  of  th*e  co-respondent  is  the  question  that 
I  want  my  friend  to  consider.  I  merely  ask  him  for  the  sake  of  infor¬ 
mation,  before  I  formally  move  an  amendment. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  May  I  bring  to 
the  notice  of  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyang'ar  that  there  is  n6  co-respondent  at 
this  stage.  The  co-respondent  comes  in  only  when  the  petition  is 
opposed.  The  case  contemplated  is  a  case  when  he  denies  that  and 
agrees  to  the  dissolution.  It  is  only  when  the  dissolution  is  opposed 
that  the  co-respondent  will  come  in. 

PRESIDENT :  There  is  no  question  of  dissolution  but  only  the 
petition  for  dissolution. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  hfot  dissolution, 
but  the  prayer  for  dissolution. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai,  do  you  want  to  reply  ? 

Mr.  P,  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapmha ) ;  There  is  no 
Opposition  and  so  I  need  not  reply. 

.  -  PRESIDENT :  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  to  be  any  opposi¬ 
tion.  Is  there  any  member  who  wishes  to  speak  ? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  There  al-e 
only  two  sub-clauses  now  before  the  House— Clause  8  (2) ,  (a)  and  (6) 

Mb.  Si  PAR  AMES  VAR  A  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)'.  Hp 
to  the  end  of  the  definition  of ‘  habitual  cruelty 

PRESIDENT:  No,  no.  Shall  I  read  it  once  more 

Me.  P.  ,K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha);  Till  tire  words 
*  in  case  they  are  not  made  out.  ’ 

PRESIDENT:  Yes. 

„  Ma.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinliam) :  In  Glafotiti 
(")  $)j  the  word  allegation  has  to  be  changed  into  ‘allegations1,  because 
the  next  sentence  deals  with  ‘  grounds .’ 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  [Ambalapugha)  :  I  accept  the 
amendment. 

PRESIDENT :  Then  I  take  it  that,  with  the  only  change  of  the 
word  ‘  allegation  ’  in  paragraph  (6)  into  ‘  allegations,  *  the  whole  of  Clause 
8  (2),  paragraphs  ( a )  and  (6),  is  accepted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  K.  GEOBGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government ):  The 
word  ‘  allegation’  occurs  in  two  places. 

Mr,  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  For  one  alle¬ 
gation  there  may  be  several  grounds, 

PRESIDENT :  The  plural  includes  the  singular  also. 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  :  It 
will  be  ‘  allegations  ’  in  both  the  places. 

Su.b-clause  (2),  which,  as  amended,  runs  as  follows,  was  carried:— 

2.  ,l  Three  months  after  the  servioe  of  the  copy  as  aforesaid,  if  the  petition  is 
not  withdrawn  in  the  meantime,  and 

(a)  if  the  petition  is  not  opposed  with  respect  to  any  of  the  grounds  mentioned 
in  Section  5,  or  if  the  respondent,  while  denying  the  allegations  contained  in  the  petition, 
agrees  to  the  dissolution,  the  court  shall,  without  going  into  the  grounds  alleged,  declare 
in  writing  the  marriage  dissolved  ; 

(5)  if  the  respondent  does  not  agree  to  the  proposed  dissolution  and  denies  the 
allegations  in  the  petition,  the  oourt  shall  enquire  into  the  allegations  in  the  petition  apd, 
after  considering  the  evidenoe  adduced  by  the  parties,  shall  order  the  dissolution  of  the 
marriage  if  the  grounds  set  forth  in  the  petition  are  made  out",  and  shall- dismiss  the 
same  in  case  they  are  not  made  ont.” 

PRESIDENT:  We  now  proceed  to  sub-clause  (3)  which  reads 
as  follows : — 

“(3)  At  the  time  of  passing  the  order  referred  to  in  sub-clause  (2), 

(a).,  if  the  petitioner  is  the  husband  and  his  prayer  has  been  -  granted,  the  court 
shall,  except  where  the  respondent  lives  in  adultery  or  has  changed  her  religion,  award,  to 
the  wife  such  compensation  not  exceeding  Rs-  5,000  or  such  monthly  allowance  till  her 
remarriage  as  would  be  proper  under  the  circumstances  : 

(S)  if  the  petitioner  is  the  wife  and  her  petition  is  granted,  the  court  shall  also 
decree  in  her  favour  such  compensation  not  exceeding.  Rs.  5,000  or  such  monthly 
allowance  till  her  remarriage  as  would  be  proper  under  the  circumstances,  having  regard 
to  the  position,  means  and  circumstances  of  the  parties. 

Explanation.  Habitual  cruelty  shall  include  wilful  desertion  for  a  period  of  two 
years  or  more  and  shall  also  include  the  persistent  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  husband  to 
maintain  the  wife.” 

Mr.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  ( Devaswrm  Commissioner)  :  That 
explanation  was  omitted  by  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai. 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government );  No, 
no.  The  first  part  relating  to  adaltery  alone  was  omitted, 
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[President.] 

Me.  T-  LAKSHMANA  PILIjAI  (Nominated):  Sir,  in  the  expla- 
natory  clause  relating  to  habitual  cruelty,  the  expression  ‘persistent 
neglect’  has  not  been  defined,  i.  e.,  it  is  not  hedged  in  By  a  time-limit 
as  in  the  case  of  desertion.  To  leave  it  in  this  indefinite  condition  is  to 
open  the  door,  for  frivolous  or  malicious  complaints  and  to  make  the  law 
otherwise  oppressive.  Hence  I  beg  to  propose  that  a  definite 'period  of 
time,  say,  six  months  or  one  year',  should  be  fixed,  neglect  within  which 
period  may  bs  regarded  as  ‘persistent’. 

PRESIDENT  :  ‘Neglect  exceeding  that  period’  and  not  ‘within 
that  period,’ 

Me.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated):  Yes,  Sir.  Other¬ 
wise- neglect  even  for  two-  consecutive  months  may  bring  an  unwary 
husband  within  the  clutches  of  the  law,  I  would,  therefore,  add  the 
words  ‘for  a  period  of  six  consecutive  months’  after  the  word  ‘neglect’. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AlYANGAR  ( Nominated )  ( Deputy 
President):  I  second  it. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Eartikapalli)  :  Sir, 

I  move— 

PRESIDENT:  .  This  amendment  must  first  be  discussed  and  voted 
upon. 

Me,  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Before  we  go  to  the'  expla¬ 
nation  in  sub-clause  (3)  I  want  to  move  an  amendment. 

PRESIDENT:  That  can  come  afterwards,  . 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  Sir,  I  oppose 
the  amendment  proposed  by  my  friend  Mr.  Lakshmana  .Pillai.  The 
case  that  is  contemplated  is  persistent  neglect.'  That  may  be  exhibit¬ 
ed  by  a  husband  within  the  course  of  15  days  or  6  months  or  any  time 
and  must  be  a  question  of  fact  for  the  court  to  determine.  It  is  very 
difficult  to  fix  the  time-limit  during,  which  this  persistent  conduct  must 
be  proved.  .  So  I  would  leave  it  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  the  court 
with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  persistent  neglect  that  is  contemplated 
under  the  Section.  '  . 

Mb.  K.  PARAMES VARAN  PILLAI  {Tiruvalla)  :  I  should  like 
to  make  an  amendment. 

’  PRESIDENT:  A  little  louder,  please. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESV ARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  I  should  like  to 
make  an  amendment.  .. 

PRESIDENT  :  This  must  be  disposed  of  first. 

. . :  i  Mr.  .  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR;  (Mavelikara  cum  Eartikapalli) :  May 
I  ask  Mr.  P.  K-  Narayana  Pillai  a  question  and  get  his  explanation 
before  speaking  on  that  question  ? 

PRESIDENT:  He  was  in  possession  of  the  House.  You  did  no* 
ask  any  question  then. 
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Bao  Baeadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  ( Deputy 
President):.  We  should  have  an  opportunity  of  questioning  him  with 
respect  to  certain  clauses  in  the  Section.  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  formally 
moves  Clause  by  Clause.  We  should  have  an  opportunity  of  questioning 
him  and  eliciting  information  with  respect  to  the  whole  Clause  in 
general- 

PRESIDENT :  If  you  mention  any  doubt,  he  will  reply.  Mr. 
Narayana  Pillai  has  already  spoken  in  regard  to  this  amendment. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  {Deputy 
President. )  :  With  respect  to  sub-clause  (a) — 

PRESIDENT :  There  is  a  definite  amendment  before  the  House 
proposed  by  Mr.  Lakskmana  Pillai  and  seconded  by  you.  {Laughter.) 

I  should  ask  Mr.  Lakshmana  Pillai  to  read  his  amendment  before 
I  put  it  to  the  vote  of  the  House. 

Me.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ):  Add  the  words 
‘  for  a  period  of  six  consecutive  months  ’  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  in  order 
to  make  the  word  ‘  persistent  ’  more  definite. 

PRESIDENT:  ‘For  a  period  of  six  consecutive  months ’  to  be 
added  after  the  word  ‘  neglect  ’  in  the  explanation — that  is  your  amend¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Lakshmana  Pillai  ? 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  Yes. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelihara  cum  Kartikapalli)  :  I 
would  like  to  know  from  Mr.  Lakshmana  Pillai  as  to  what  he  under- 
stands  by  the  word ‘neglect’ in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated) :  I  would  not  mind 
if  the  word  ‘  neglect  ’  is  changed  into  ‘  omission.  ’ 

PRESIDENT  :  I  will  now  put  Mr.  Lakshmana  Pillai’s  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  vote  of  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  and  lost. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelihara  cum  Kartikapalli) :  I 
move  that  firstly,  in  clause  (a),  instead  of  the  word  ‘shall’  the  word 
‘  may  ’  be  put  in,  and  secondly  that  the  words  ‘  not  exceeding  Rs.  5,000’ 
be  deleted. 

PRESIDENT :  Please  propose  each  amendment  separately. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelihara  cum  Iiartikapalli) :  The 
Clause,  as  it  is,  runs  as  follows  :  ‘If  the  petitioner  is  the  husband  and  his 
prayer  has  been  granted,  the  court  shall,  except  where  the  respondent 
lives  in..  .’ I  propose  that  in  place  of  the  word  ‘shall’  the  word  ‘may’ 
be  put  in.  My  reasons  are  that  the  petitioner,  to  secure  a  divorce,  has  to 
put  forward  in  the  petition  valid  and  tenable  grounds,  and  when  these 
grounds  are  proved,  the  petitioner  should  not  be  put  to  the  necessity,  in 
certain  cases  at  least,  of  having  to  pay  compensation.  For  example,  in 
the  amendment  that  has  been  passed  yesterday,  there  are  the  words 
‘  habitual  cruelty.  ’  Supposing  the  husband  puts  in  a  petition  for  the 
divorce  of  his  wife  on  the  ground  of  habitual  cruelty  on  the  part  of  the 
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wife  towards  the  husband.  As  soon- as  the  husband  has  proved  and 
convinced  the  court  of  the  habitual  cruelty  of  his  wife  he  must  be  absolved 
from  the  necessity  of  paying  any  compensation  to  the  wife.  When  the 
word  ‘  shall  ’  is  used,  the  court  has  no  discretion  in  the  matter  of  the 
award  of  compensation.  Their  hands  are  tied  and  they  have  to  award 
some  compensation  or  other  to  the  respondent  in  all  cases.  Therefore, 
1  propose  that  the  word  “  may  ”  be  substituted  for  the  word  “  shall,  ” 
That  is  the  first  amendment  that  I  put  forward  with  reference  to 
sub-clause  (a). 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  1  second  it. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
oppose  the  amendment.  It  shall  not  be  discretionary  upon  the  court  to 
award  compensation,  because  even  in  the  existing  Nayar  Regulation — 

PRESIDENT;  I  think  you  mean  to  say  ‘  discretionary  upon  the 
court  to  refuse  compensation’  and  not  ‘award  compensation’  as  you  said, 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  To 
allow  or  to  refuse,  must  not  be  discretionary.  It  must  be  obligatory. 
The  court  must  be  bound  to  award  compensation  in  all  cases.  I  wish 
to  emphasise  it,  because,  the  court  has  no  discretion  in  the  matter 
even  according  to  the  existing  law.  Moreover,  the  reason  alleged  by 
Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  is  not  very  sound.  Because  the  type  of  wives  that 
would  be  so  cruel  to  the  husband  as  to  necessitate  such  an  amendment 
does  not  exist  in  this  part  of  the  country.  {Laughter.) 

Rao  Bahadub  K.  A .  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  {Nominated)  ( Deputy 
President) ;  It  is  contemplated  by  the  amendment  that  has  been  accepted 
:  by  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  ciim  Nedumangad) :  I 
think  that  does  not  make.  ro.y  argument  lose  its.  force.  I  still  repeat 
that  termagants  do  not  exist  in  this  country.  {Laughter)  Even  if  a. 
.  woman  shows  some  little  temper —  ‘ 

PRESIDENT :  It  is  cruelty  that  is  referred  to  and  not  temper. 

MR  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  I 
say  temper,  and.  .it  will  not  amount  to  cruelty.  I  submit,  Sir,  that  it 
will  take  a  very  long  time  before  women  get  so  cruel  that  the  husbands 
should  go  to  the  court.  {Laughter)  We  have  very,  properly  and  dis¬ 
creetly  recognised  the  principle  that  some  kind  of  respect,  even  amount¬ 
ing  to  chivalry,  may  be  shown  to  the  fair  sex.  So  let  us  condone  some 
of  these  venial  faults  of  women.  I  therefore  oppose  the  amendment. 

Rao  Bahadub  K,  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  {Nominated)  {Deputy 
’  President)  :  I  support  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar’s  amendment.  When  we 
'.  agreed  to  maintenance  allowance  being  given  to  the  wife  till  her  re¬ 
marriage,  we  thought  ■  that,  the  chivalry  would  not  be  extended  any 
further.  For  the  purpose  of  argument  we  have  .to  assume  that,  the 
:  position  has  become  absolutely  intolerable  in  ..the  opinion  of  the  court, 
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justifying  the  dissolution  order  being  passed.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  will  hold  out  a  positive  premium  for  misconduct  when  the  courts 
are  not  given  any  discretionary  power  in  the  matter  of  awarding  com¬ 
pensation.  The  facts  and  the  circumstances  need  not  be  necessarily  the 
same  in  all  cases.  The  judge  would  determine  whether  it  is  a  .fit  case 
for  any  compensation  being  awarded  or  not.  In  any  event,  so  far  as  the 
payment  of  maintenance  allowance  is  concerned,  not  merely  the  sense  of 
chivalry  but  the  absolute  sense  of  justice  demands  that  a  lady  ought  to 
be  maintained  whatever  be  her  shortcomings  until  she  marries  again, 
but  the  region  of  chivalry  should  not  be  extended  beyond  bare  main- 


Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  I  am  sorry.  I 
have  to  oppose  the  motion  of  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar.  1  am  not,  as  my  friend 
Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  said,  for  leaving  to  the  discretion  of  the  court 
the  matter  of  awarding  any  compensation  or  maintenance  to  an  in¬ 
jured  wife.-  As  regards  the  larger  question,  whether  it  is  possible  that 
he  might  experience  cruelty  at  the  hands  of  the  wife  even  if.  such  a  contin¬ 
gency  might  arise  in  the  future,  we  are  not  justified  in  enacting  any¬ 
thing  at  present  for  such  a  contingency.  Undoubtedly,  with  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  law,  elsewhere  such  contingencies  have  arisen.  Eor, 
I  recollect  having  read  the  other  day  an  American  report  in  which 
the  question  arose  whether  the  husband  had  got  the  right  of  private 
defence  against  the  wife  when  she  proceeded,  to,;  bite  him  ( laughter ) 
and  a  solemn  court  pronounced  judgment  in  favour  of  the  bearded 
sex  that  they  had  such  rights.  (Laughter.)  Such  difficult  \  questions, 
have  not  arisen  in  our  country.  It  is  not  therefore  necessary  to  take 
such  cases  into  consideration." 

PRESIDENT:  You  might  starve  them. 

.  Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA.  PILLAI  f Ambalapusha ) :  Such  cases 
have  not  arisen  here.  Even  if  such  cases,  come  up,  it  is  not  necessary 
that  we  should  take  them  into  consideration ;  for,  the  quantum  of  com¬ 
pensation  that  has  been  fixed  is  from  a  penny  to  Rs.  5,000,  and  the 
courts  can  exercise  a  large  amount  of  discretion  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
May  I  ask  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  whether'  penny  is  legal  tender  in 
Travancore  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) ;  I  think  it 
would  be,  since  all  of  us  have  sworn  allegiance  to  the  King  Emperor .  in 
the  Legislative  Council.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavdikara  cum  Eartikapalli):  My 
position  is  this.  The  petitioner  is  to  state  in  his  petition  valid  . grounds 
and  substantiate  those  grounds  to  enable  him  to  get  a  dissolution  of 
marriage.  Even  though  the  court  finds  that  the  grounds  are  .valid  and 
substantial  in  every  form,  the  court  is  compelled  aft d  bound  hand  and, 
f'  ot  to  give  some  sort  of  compensation  to  the  wife  that  will  be  making 
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the  court  stultify  itself.  In  other  words,  when  the  petitioner  has 
proved  his  case  he  has  still  to  make  a  payment.  That  is  very  hard. 
Therefore  if  the  court  be  allowed  the  liberty  to  grant  compensation  or. 
withhold  the  same,  that  must  satisfy  all. 

It  is  not  a  question  of  one  penny,  one  anna  or  one  copper  cash. 
But  it  is  a  question  of  principle  that  when  the  petitioner  has  proved  his 
case  it  must  not  be  left  to  the  court  still  to  mulct  him  of  compen¬ 
sation. 

PRESIDENT ;  I  shall  put  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar’s  amendment  to 
the  vote.  The  amendment  is  that  the  word  “may”  be  substituted  for 
the  word  “shall”  in  sub-clause  3  (a). 

'the  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated)  :  Sir,  I  move  that  the 
words  “  or  change  of  religion  ”  in  sub-clause  (3)  («•)  be  deleted. 

I  am  sure  the  House  will  join  me  in  congratulating  Mr.  A. 
Govmda  Menon  in  having  been  created  a  Knight  by  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana 
Pillai.  {'Laughter.)  Posterity  will  thank  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  and  the 
members  of  this  Council  for  putting  a  spoke  in  the  wheel  of  this  legis¬ 
lation  in  the  matter  of  divorce.  I  thank  also  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai 
for  the  liberal  clauses  in  his  amended  Sections,  especially,  for  placing  con¬ 
version  to  another  religion  at  least  on  a  par  with .  adultery.  Renouncing 
Hinduism  and  embracing  another  religion  does  not  necessarily  mean 
lowering  of  status  or  excommunication.  According  to  present-day  no¬ 
tions  prevalent  among  the  majority  of  Nayars,  conversion  may  mean 
lowering  of  status.  But  a  Christian  or  a  Mahomedan  never  feels  that  he 
is  of  a  lower  status  than  anybody  else.  .  I  concede  that  that  feeling  is  not, 
reciprocated  by  his  Hindu  relations ;  but  it  must  be  open  to  those  Hindu 
relations  also  to  change  their  angle  of  vision  with  the  advancement  of  the 
times  and  to  treat  him  as  one  of  themselves,  notwithstanding  a  change 
of  faith.  If  not,  you  will  be  raising  a  barricade  against  the  progressing 
tendencies  of  the  educated  Nayar.  I  do  not  plead  for  forcing  the  pace  or 
for  making  the  Hindu  Nayar  yield  to  his  convert  brother  his  status  be¬ 
fore  conversion.  All  I  ask  for  is  not  to  place  a  legal  impediment  in  the 
way  of  the  Hindu  brother  treating  his  brother  convert  on  equal  terms, 
when  by  the  advancement  of  civilisation  he  may  naturally  become  inclined 
to  do  so.  The  legislature  should  not  ignore  the  tendency  of  civilisa¬ 
tion  and. perpetuate  by.  hard  and  fast  rales  the  existing  sentiments  which 
are  fast  changing.  The  time  was  not  far  removed  when  Englandr-re- 
turned  gentlemen  were  treated,  .  more  or  less,  as  outeastes.  To-day; 
everybody  knows  that  it  has  changed  a  great  deal.  The  attitude  towards 
the  convert  to  another  religion  is  also  undergoing  a  similar,  change,  al¬ 
though  slow.  Let  us  not  intercept  it  by  law. 

Wh,en  it  comes  to  a  question  of  compensation,  if  the  cajise  of  the 
divorce  is  adultery  or  change  of  religion,  the  wife  does  not  get  compen¬ 
sation.  If  she  renounces  Hinduism  and  does  not  embrace  another  reli¬ 
gion  and  simply  remains  irreligious,  she  gets  compensation.  But  if  she 
embraces  another  religion,  say  even  Arya  Samaj,  which  accepts  the 
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authority  of  the  Vedas,  but  would  not  accept  untouchability,  she  forfeits 
her  right.  This  is  very  hard,  and  it  is  in  recognition  of  that  hardship 
that  led  the  liberal  framer  of  the  original  Bill  to  deliberately  omit  the 
provision  under  consideration.  I  would  therefore  request  that  this  pro¬ 
vision  be  removed  from  this  Clause- 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  .  Sir,  I  second  ithe 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Hoogewerf  not  only  for  the  reasons  he  has 
stated  but  also  for  the  reason  that,  if  the  provision  is  retained  it  will  work 
hardship  in  other  ways  also.  It  may  be  that  the  wife  had  changed  her 
religion  and  yet  the  husband  and  wife  continued  to  live  together  as 
man  and  wife  for  another  ten  years  and  children  were  born.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  a  petition  may  be  put  in.  Even  then,  according  to  the  Section 
as  it  is,  she  should  go  without  any  compensation.  This  will  be  very 
hard.  For  this  reason  also  I  support  the  amendment. 

Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Ohatgaaaohery  cum  Mmaehit) :  Sir,  I 
also  wish  to  speak  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  amendment.  My  main 
ground  is  that  freedom  of  conscience  is  a  very  sacred  thing  to  every  man 
and  woman  and  that  that  sacred  freedom  should  not  be  denied  in  the  case 
of  Nayars.  Further,  to  my  mind,  to  have  some  religion  is  better  than 
to  have  no  religion.  As  the  Bill  stands,  if  a  husband  or  a  wife  turns  an 
atheist  or  nihilist,  he  or  she  gets  all  the  benefits,  whereas,  if  out  of  his  or 
her  own  conviction  he  or  she  embraces  a  religion  which  he  or  she  thinks 
is  a  right  one,  he  or  she  is  placed  in  a  worse  position  than  if  he  or  she 
remains  an  atheist-  Does  it  not  look  awkward  ?  I  think  these  two 
aspects  of  the  question  would  appeal  to  the  gpod  sense  of  the  Council. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  '(Jiruvalla) :  Sir,  I  oppose 
the  amendment.  In  doing  so,  I  must  say  that  I  fully  sympathise  with 
the  object  of  the  amendment  put  forward  by  my  Christian  friends. 
Undoubtedly,  it  is  necessary  that  freedom  of  conscience  should  be 
allowed  to  individuals  as  much  as  possible-  But  unfortunately,  we  have 
to  take  into  account  the  circumstances  of  the  country  as  well  as  the 
customs  and  manners  followed  by  the  community  concerned. .  In  the 
community,  aB  at  present  understood,  conversion  naturally  works  a  for¬ 
feiture  of  caste,  and  therefore  a  person  who  has  become  a  convert  cannot 
insist  upon  his  or  her  being  allowed  to  live  with  the  others  in  the  family 
or  to  mix  with  them.  It  is  on  that  ground  that  if  one  of  the  parties,  i.  e., 
the  wife,  has  become  a  convert  to  another  religion,  the  other  party,  i.  e„ 
the  husband,  should  not  be  compelled  to  live  with  her,  and  if  she  wants 
to  have  a  divorce  on  that  ground  the  husband  should  not  be  compelled  to 
pay  for  it.  By  her  act  she  has  made  herself  unfit  to  be  associated  in  her 
house  according  to  the  notions  and  sentiments  of  the  community  con¬ 
cerned.  Otherwise  it  will  be  more  or  less  penalising  the  husband  for. 
thewife  having  become  a  convert  as  she  wanted’  to  exercise 
freedom  of  conscience.  She  is  quite  at  liberty  to.  exercise  her  freedom 
of  conscience  so  long  as  she  does  not  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  her 
partner, 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  .1  wish  to  ask  Mr.  Para- 
mesvaran  Pillai  what  he  has  to  say  in  regard  to  a  case  of  conversion  to 
the  Ary  a  Samaj. 
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Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirmalla) :  It  is  another 
form  of  Hindu  religion.  I  know  that  a  Nayar  does  not  cease  to  be  a 
Hindu  when  he  embraces  the  Arya  Samaj. 

PRESIDENT :  It  is  only  a  question  of  fact  and  interpretation  you 
put  upon  the  words.  . 

Mb,  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  We  mean  ab¬ 
solutely  no  disrespect  to  the  other  religions  or  %vant  of  toleration  to  other 
religions  when  we  say  that  the  husband  should  not  be  penalised  for  the 
conversion  of  the  wife.  It  is  on  that  ground  alone  that  we  have  provided 
that  if  the  wife  becomes  a  convert  to  Christianity  or  Mahomedanism  the 
husband  should  not  be  compelled  to  maintain  her  or  give  her  compensa¬ 
tion  if  she  desires  to  separate. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)  :  May  I  ask  Mr.  Para- 
mesvaran  Pillai  what  he  has  to  say  with  regard  to  cases  where  the  hus¬ 
band  and  the  wife  after  the  latter  has  become  a  convert  have  lived  as 
manf  and  wife  ? 

Mb.  K. .  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirmalla)-.  Upon  the 
ground  of  change  of  religion  alone,  the  divorce  could  be  granted  without 
compensation. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  What  will  happen  if  she 
renounces  all  religions  and  does  not  embrace  any  religion  ? 

Mb  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirmalla)  :  She  must  be¬ 
come  a  convert  to  another  religion. 

Mb.  A.  HOOG-EWERF  (Nominated)  :  Suppose  she  does  not 
believe  in  any  religion  and  thus  remains  neutral.  (Laughter.) 

PRESIDENT:  The  Clause  does  not  contemplate  such  cases,.  It 
contemplates  only  cases  where  there  has  been  a  change  of  religion. 

Me.  T.  K. VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumaogact)  :  Sir, 
l  am  exceedingly  happy  to  accord'  my  enthusiastic  support  to  the  view 
taken  by  my  friend  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  I  am  exceedingly 
glad' to  see  that  although  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  is  generally  in  favour 
of  allowing  full  liberty  of  conscience,  he  has  observed  that  the  feelings 
and  sentiments  of  the  community  concerned  are  very  important  and  it 
is  on  those  sound  lines  that  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  objected  to  the 
amendment.  l  ean  quite  understand  the  feelings  of  some  gentlemen  when 
they  see  the  words  adultery  and  change  of  religion  occurring  in  the  same 
sentence.  But,  I  consider  it,  Sir,  nothing  more  than  an  accident.  If  we 
say  adultery  or  conversion  to  another  religion  A,  B  or  C,  the  adherents 
of  those  religions  may  have  some  justification  in  making  the  complaint. 
But  a  change  of  religion  whether  it  is  in.  the  case  of  Hindu,  Christian  or 
Mahomedan  is  considered  as  a  great  sin  by  .  his  co-religionists.  Of - 
all.  offences  apostacy  was  and  is  the  most  heinous' one.  There  has  been 
adultery  in  the  world  for  centuries;  but  we  find  here—  ' 
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Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Does  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  try 
to  maintain  that  if  a  man  is  born  a  Christian  he  is  bound  to  die  a 
Christian,  and  if  a  man  is  born  a  Hindu,  he  is  bound  to  die  a  Hindu, 
and  if  not,  he  will  go  to  hell  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad )  :  I 
am  not  an  authority  on  all  religions  and  I  would  not  even  wish  to  be 
an  authority  on  hell.  (Laughter)  But  I  may  say  for  Mr.  Hoogewerf’s 
edification  that  if  a  person  is  trained  in  a  certain  religion  and  if  he 
learns  that  religion  carefully  and  conforms  to  what  is  being  done  by  his 
.  co-religionists,  he  will  never  go  to  hell. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PAN  JIK  ARAN  (Shertallai)  :  May  I  know  whether' 
he  prefers  an  act  of  adultery  to  change  of  religion  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)-.  For 
that  matter  I  would  not  like  either  adultery  or  change  of  religion.  I  de¬ 
test  both. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PAN JIKARAN  ( Shertallai ):  ‘Living  in  adultery’  is 
the  reason  thatjis  given  for  awarding  compensation.  But  as  a  reason 
for  dissolution,  adultery  is  sufficient.  So  I  wish  to  know  whether  he 
prefers  adultery  to  change  of  religion. 

Mr.  T.  K.VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  It  is 
for  the  courts  to  decide  it.  I  do  not  observe  the  functions  of  the  courts 
just  now.  I  am  here,  standing  before  the  Council  and  offering  opinion  in 
certain  weighty  matters.  I  am  prepared  to  sympathise  with  the  views 
that  have  been  already  explained.  But  I  am  only  stating  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  my  friends  who  belong  to  other  religions  and  other  commu¬ 
nities  that  there  is  absolutely  no  insult  contemplated  in  the  Section.  It  is 
the  husband  that  has  got  the  greatest  incentive  to  take  steps  to  prevent 
adultery.  In  the  same  way  it  is  the  adherents  of  religion  that  are  most 
concerned  in  preventing  apostacy.  If  it  has  been  said  that  conversion  to  a 
particular  religion  would  entail  this  result  I  would  certainly  sympathise. 
I  find  so  many  questions  coming  from  different  parts  of  the  House. 
I  want  to  add  that  although  adultery  was  not  unknown  in  prehistoric 
times  it  was  not  punished  so  much  as  apostacy.  We  have  heard  of  people 
burnt  to  death  for  changing  their  religions,  not  only  in  one  continent  but 
in  all  continents.  History  teaches  usthat  apostacy  i§  not  less  heinous  than 
adultery.  I  am  making  these  observations  to  show  that  there  is  no  dis¬ 
respect  or  insult  contemplated  which  may  affect  another  religion.  •  The 
Select  Committee  has  put  in  this  word  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Hindu 
and  tlie  Nair.  I  may  also  add  that  when  the  Ezhava  Bill,  was  discussed 
the  identical  question  was  raised  and  our  Ezhava  brothers  also  took 
their  stand  on  the  same  principles. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)-.  Have  the  Ezhava  brethren 
not  gone  one  step  farther  in  the  matter  of  inheritance  ? 

Me,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum cum  Nedumangad):  It 
is  quite  irrelevant.  We  are  not  discussing  the  law  of  inheritance. 
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[Mr.  P.  K-  Narayana  Pillai.] 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Hoogewerf  wants  to  know  why,  if  the  Ezhava 
community  is  not  prepared,  the  Nayar  community  should  also  be  not 
prepared.  . 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumctngad ):  I 
may  say,  Sir,  if  in  any  particular  thing  any  community  is  prepared  to  take 
a  reasonable  stand  I  am  prepared  to  agree.  If  the  Ezhava  has  got  some¬ 
thing  to  teach  us,  I  am  prepared  to  follow  it.  The  Hindu  religion  is 
common  to  the  Nayar,  the  Brahmin  and  the  Ezhava.  I  do  not  want  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Council.  I  may  say,  as  a  member  of  the  Select 
Committee,  as  one  who  had  the  advantage  of  discussing  the  matter  with 
the.  seventeen  members  of  the  Select  Committee,  there  is  absolutely  no 
injustice  or  disrespect  intended  to  any  community  and  no  meaning 
should  be  read,  into  the  position  of  words. 

Me.  P.  T.  THOMAS  ( Eottayam ):  I  have  only  to  raise  a  tech¬ 
nical  objection,  viz.,  that  this  question: was  considered  by  thisHouse  on 
a  previous  day  under  Section  5.  It  was  decided  then  that  it  might  be 
deleted.  ' 

PRESIDENT  :  It  was  not  in  regard  to  compensation,  but  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  marriages. 

Me.  P.  T.  THOMAS  ( Eottayam ) :  In  regard  to  compensation.  It 
is  stated  in  the  -.lause  that  “  when  the  petitioner  is  the  husband, 
he  shall,  in  all  <  %  offer  in  the  petition  reasonable  compensation  to 

the  respondent  .  it  where  such  respondent  has  renounced  Hinduism 
and  has  embir  ■  >ther  religion.” 

PRESI7  ’bat  was  not  discussed. 

Me  ,  P.  ft.  .  ( Iioitayam, ) :  Whether  it  was  discussed  or 

not,  what  I  submit  m  question  was  raised  in  this  Council  and  it 

was  decided  that  that  ^  se  be  deleted.,  That  is  all  my  objection. 
■When  that  has  been  decided  by  the  Council'1 1  think  this  cannot  be 
discussed  now. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  have  considered  it  and  my  ruling'is  that  the 
question  can  be  discussed.  .  . 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  I  wish  also  to 
oppose  the  amendment  proposed.  Sir,  in  matters  of  social  legislation 
it  is  not  the  highest  philosophy  that  is  to  weigh,  but  the  sentiments  of 
the  community  affected  will  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  If  in 
the  Ezhava  Bill,  when  it  was  discussed,  it  was  found  impossible  to 
give  effect  to  the- amendments  proposed  by  some  of  our  brethren, 

I  say  the  position  is  still  stronger  with  respect  to  the  Nayar  Regulation 
Amendment  Bill  that  is  now  before  the  Council.  For,  the  interests  of 
'the  community  are  interlocked  to  a  considerable  extent  with  the  interests 
of  other  communities,  and  as  such,  the  community  itself  probably 
may  not  be  justified  in  the  matter  of  changing  a  .particular  practice 
without  taking  into  consideration  the  wishes ;  and  inclinations  of  other 
people.  That  is  one  objection,  . 
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Then,  after  all,  it  is  a  question  to  be  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  entire  community.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  principle  adopted 
by  the  British  Indian  Legislature.  We  have  got,  for  example,  in  the 
British  Indian  Act,  known  as  The  Native  Converts  Marriage  Dissolution 
Act,  that  if  a  native  becomes  a  Christian  he  ruay  petition  in  a  court 
and  ultimately  get  a  dissolution  from  his  native  wife  who  happens  to 
be  a  Hindu.  If  conversion  does  not  get  encouragement  from  the 
standpoint  of  Christian  law,  I  fail  to  see  why  the  less  advanced 
communities  of  other  parts  of  India  should  he  found  fault  with  if  they 
adhere  strictly  to  their  own  religion.  I  am  submitting,  therefore,  that 
it  is  not  from  the  pinnacle  of  religious  philosophy  that  we  are  to  view 
this  question.  If  our  friends  are  in  a  position  to  adduce  any  proof 
that  the  community  as  a  whole,  taking  also  into  consideration  other 
communities  interested  in  the  Nayar  community,  is  to  have  the  benefit 
of  absolute  freedom  of  religion,  freedom  of  conscience,  and  all  those 
kindred  glorious  principles,  I  will  hear  them.  But  the  whole  com¬ 
munity  is  not  prepared  for  this  and  hence  I  oppose  the  amendment. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Sher  tailed):  May  I  ask  whether 
absolute  freedom  of  conscience  was  not  put  in  the  Draft  Bill,  and 
whether  any  member  spoke  against  that  when  the  general  principles 
of  the  Bill  were  discussed  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  :  May  I  know, 
Sir,  whether  this  is  a  request  for  information  ? 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (ShertaUai):  Yes. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha )  I  cannot  answer 
unless  he  puts  the  copies  of  the  proceedings  in  my  hands.  I  cannot 
answer  off-hand. 

Mb.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAB  (Mavelikara  cum  Earlikapalli)  : 
I  wish  only  to  point  out  that  when  Section  5  of  the  Regulation 
has  been  accepted,  the  principle  that  change  of  religion  works  out  a 
dissolution  of  marriage  has  also  been  accepted.  We  are  now  only  at 
the  smaller  question  whether  a  money  compensation  need  be  paid  or 
.not.  The  one  is  a  larger  question  involving  higher  principles  and  the 
other  a  smaller  one  where  money  alone  is  the  question.  Yet  we  have 
.  strained  our  neck  like  a  camel. 

Mb.  A.  HOOG-EWEBE  (Nominated):  Sir,  I  anticipated  all  these 
.  objections  and  much  more  when  I  made  my  first  speech.  (Laughter.) 
But  I  did  not  quite  anticipate  an  objection  from  my  friend  Mr.  II.  Para- 
mesvaran  Pillai.  I  might  exclaim  “et  hi  Bnitel”  A  man  who  has  been 
to  England  and  travelled  far  and  wide" and  has  high  ideas  of  religion— 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELTJ  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  character  and  con¬ 
duct  of  any  particular  member  of  the  House  can  be  dwelt  upon  by 
another  member. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  do  not  think  he  is  saying  anything  disparaging. - 
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Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cam  Nedumatigad ) :  His 
going  to  England  is  not  relevant  to  the  discussion. 

PRESIDENT:  In  Mr.  Hoogewerf’s  opinion  going  to  England 
enlarges  a  man’s  views. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  ( Nominated ) :  The  whole  discussion  turns 
upon  caste. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYaNA  PILLAI  ( Amhalajntzha )  :  No,  upon  re¬ 
ligion. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {No  uinated) :  It  is  because  the  convert 
is  looked  upon  as  an  outcaste  in  the  family,  as  far  as  I  understand,  that 
my  friends  stand  against  conversion.  To  my  question,  whether  the  Arya 
Samajist  is  on  a  par  with  a  convert  to  another  religion,  I  did  not  get 
a  satisfactory  answer. 

PRESIDENT ;  That  question  does  not  arise. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  ( Nominated ) :  My  argument  is  that  the 
Arya  Samajist  is  just  as  much  an  outcaste  as  the  Christian  or  the  Maho- 
medan  or  the  Ezhava.  Now,  Mr,  Vein  Pillai  who  has  had  a  compara¬ 
tive  study  of  all  religions  has  pronounced  his  dictum  that  everybody  who 
observes  his  religion,  no  matter  what  that  religion  is,  will  gain  sal¬ 
vation,  even  if  he  has  no  religion.  I  am  not  quite  sure,  however,  whe¬ 
ther  he  said  this. 

PRESIDENT:  He  did  not  say  so. 

Mr,  A.  HOOGEWEBE  ( Nominated )  :  I  beg  his  pardon.  I  with¬ 
draw  that  portion.  All  that  I  -say  is,  as  I  said  before,  that  caste  is  the 
stone  of  offence  and  the  rock  of  scandal  in  the  family.  The  argument 
put  forward  on  the  other  side  does  not  satisfy  me. 

The  motion  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  Sir,  I  wish  to 
propose  an  amendment  to  sub-clause  (3)  (6).  I.  wish  to  add  after  the  word 
“granted”,  the  words  “on  the  ground  of  adultery,  habitual  cruelty  or 
change  of  religion  of  the  husband.”  The  reason  for  this  amendment 
is  this.  According  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  which  was 
accepted  by  this'  Council,  a  dissolution  can  be  had  on  the  grounds  “  in¬ 
sanity,  incurable  disease,  incompatibility  of  temperament,  or  change  •  of 
religion”,  etc.  Now  these  may  be  roughly  brought  under  two,  classi- 
.  fixations;  one  is  a  cause  for  which  the  husband  is  not  responsible,  and 
the  other  is  that  in  which  husband,  misconducts  himself  or  becomes 
a  convert  to  some  other,  religion  deliberately.  It  appears  to  me-  that  it 
is  quite  proper  that,  where  the  husband  has  changed  his  religion  or  has 
been  habitually  cruel  to  his. wife  or  committed  adultery,  the  wife  should 
be  entitled  to  claim  compensation  also  along  with  divorce- ,  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  the  husband  is  insane  or  has  become  subject  to  an 
incurable  disease  and  if  the  wife  wants  to  desert  him  it  is  very  hard, 
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especially  when  he  needs  her  attention  most,  that  he 
be  compelled  to  give  compensation  also.  He  has  also  to  give 
compensation  in  those  cases  np  to  Es.  5,000  or  give  her  main¬ 
tenance.  There  are  other  defects  also.  For  instance,  '  one  of 
the  grounds  of  divorce  is  incurable  disease.  An  incurable  disease  may 
be  anything.  According  to  some  it  is  diabetes.  Bheumatism  is  con¬ 
sidered  an  incurable  disease.  A  man  may  be  struck  by  paralysis  and  may 
be  laid  up.  Under  these  .circumstances,  if  the  wife  wants  the  luxury 
of  a  divorce  and  at  the  same  time  wants  to  insist  upon  a  compensation  or 
maintenance,  I  think  it  is  unreasonable  and  cruel,  I  would  therefore 
submit  that  in  these  special  cases,  no  compensation  need  be  paid.  On 
these  grounds  I  make  the  amendment  for  the  consideration  of  the  House, 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated?)  (Deputy 
President)  :  May  I  know  from  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Piilai,  before  he 
resumes  his  seat,  whether  he  simply  brings  in  the  word  “  adultery  ”  or 
copies  the  language  "  lives  in  adultery  .” 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Firitvalla) :  Not  “  lives 
in  adultery  .”  The  previous  clause  has  been  with  respect  to  compen¬ 
sation  ;  that  has  not  been  accepted.  . 

Mr.  N.  BAMA.KBISHNA  PILLAI.  (Vaikam  cum  Etta-  nanmr)  : 
I  second  the  amendment. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAB  A  YANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalammha ):  I  beg  to 
oppose  the  amendment.  Evidently  the  conception  of  the  learned  mover 
of  this  amendment  seems  to  be  this,  that  a  wife  has  to  be  maintained 
only  with  the  prospect  of  securing  some  sort  of  assistance  from  her  in 
the  interests  of  the  -husband.  Hence  he  points  out  that  if  the  wife 
separates  herself  from  the  husband,  she  should  naturally  forego  the 
rights  of  maintenance  except  where  the  husband  is  personally  liable  for 
such  affairs.  In  the  case  of  insanity,  incurable  disease,  and  ir  compati¬ 
bility  of  temperament  which  are  three  of  the  main  heads  put  before  the 
House  by  Mr.  A.  G. ,  Menon,  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Piilai  thinks  timt 
when  the  wife  puts  in  a  petition  for  divorce  she  should  not  be 
entitled  to  maintenance.  I  am  far  from  agreeing  with  him.  In  the 
matter  of  insanity,  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the  wife  and  her  personal 
safety  that  she  should  as  far  as  possible  keep  away  from  the  husband. 
In  the  case  of  cruelty,  the  cruel  acts  are  consciously  perpetrated  by  the 
husband ;  in  the  case,  of  insanity  it  is  Unconsciously  perpetrated.  In  the 
case  ,  of  diseases  of  the  venereal  variety  and  of  the  cutaneous  kind,  I 
would  submit  that  they  are  probably  the  fruits  of  the  past  actions  of  a 
bad  man  and  not  the  result  of  the  present  actions.  ,As  we  Hindus  believe 
in  the  doctrines  of  karma,  we  are  obliged  to  believe,  I  would  say,  that 
the  wife  is  not  responsible  for  these  things.  ■  If  the  husband  possesses 
property,  if  he  is  an  innocent  ■■  person,  he  may  be  compelled  to  devote 
a  portion  to  the  maintenance  of  the  wife  till  she  finds  another  support. 
In  the  case  of  wives  under  the  Nayar  Regulation  they  are  practically 
to  be  placed  in  the  bel-jar  of  the  husband’s  custody.  Such  being  th 
case,  here  is  the  woman  who  has  been  mated  to  a  person  who,  throug 
no  fault  of  hers,  has  to  be  kept  at  a  distance,  but  who  alone  has  to.  ° 
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depended  on  for  her  support.  No  doubt,  the  conditions  of  insanity,  in¬ 
curable  disease  and  incompatibility  of  temperament  are  nebulous  and 
hazy  conditions — all  these,  I  would  submit,  must  still  control  the  situa- 
tion.  At  the  same  time  the  court  is  given  the  discretion  to  graduate  the 
degree  of  compensation  according  as  the  situation  would  demand.  In 
this  view  of  the  matter  I  am  sorry  I  have  to  oppose  the  amendment 
proposed  by  my  friend. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumartgad) :  I 
also  oppose  the  amendment  but  for  different  reasons.  My  friend 
Mr.  P.  Iv.  Narayana  Pillai  like  a  very  able  lawyer  has  discussed  the 
principles  of  criminal  liability  in  contracting  incurable  diseases- 
He  has  like  a  great  scholar  placed  before  the  House  some  prin¬ 
ciples  relating  to  the  law  of  karma.  I  am  sorry  this  House  will  not  be 
able  to  take  a  stand  either  on  the  law  of  karma  or  on  the  principles  of 
criminal  liability.  I  would  put  the  case  on  another  ground.  I  have  not 
come  across  in  my  short  experience  of  the  world  the  case  of  a  woman 
trying  to  divorce  her  husband  because  he  became  ill.  Sir,  it  is  to 
the  glory  of  womanhood  that,  when  the  husband  contracts  an  incurable 
and  dangerous  disease,  the  ;  wife’s  affection  will  centre  itself  upon  that 
unfortunate  and  helpless  husband.  So  long  as  our  religious  conceptions 
are  not  entirely  removed,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  there  will  be  even  a 
single  instance  of  a  woman  coming  to  pray  for  a  divorce  on  the  ground 
that  the  husband  is  a  diabetic  patient  or  has  got  a  venereal  disease. 
Whatever  his  fault,  once  he  becomes  imbecile,  the  wife  will  be  more 
solicitous  of  helping  him  than  she  would  otherwise  be. 

Me.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Chang  amchery  cum  Minachil) :  If  that 
be  the  case,  why  should  not  the  Section  be.  comprehensive? 

■Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Bedumangad) : 
I  am  certainly  not  obliged  to  answer  that  question.  The  Section  is  not 
of  my  making.  It  is  the'  product  of  the  very  careful  attention  bestowed 
upon  it'  by  several  persons..  I  do  not  want  to  estop  others  from 
answering  that.  I  do  not  propose  to  answer. 

Even  in  the  case  of  incurable  disease,  it  may  be  noticed  that  a  remedy 
is  available  only  when  the  husband  is  possessed  of  sufficient  property. 
Now,  Sir,  even  under  the  Hindu  law  we  find  that  people  who  suffer 
from  congenital  diseases  cannot  get  their  share  of  inheritance.  It  may 
or  may  not  be  due  to  the  law  of  karma.  But  it  is  certainly  due  to  the 
principles  of  law  that  apply  in  a  particular  disease.  Now  when  society 
has  an  interest  in  preventing  women  from  going  about  begging  from 
door  to  door  when  the  husband  is  possessed  of  property,  I  am  for  re¬ 
cognising  that  principle.  Although  a  woman  is  bad  enough  to  ask  for 
a  divorce,  considering  the  fact  that  even  this  helpless  husband  cannot 
give  her  the  precious  treasure  of  virginity,  considering  also  the  fact  that 
society  has  an  interest  in  preventing  vagrancy,  considering,  also  the 
fact  that  a  decree  will  be  given  only  when  the.  husband  has  got  enough 
money,  I  am  for  opposing  the  amendment. 
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Ms.  C.  SANKAEA  MENON  ( Q-uilon ):  Sir,  I  support  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  has  stated — ■ 

PRESIDENT:  Louder,  please. 

Mb.  C.  _  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon ):  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  .  has 
stated  that  it  is  not  likely  that,  when  the  husband  is  ill  or  suffering  from 
an  incurable  disease,  the  wife  would  desert  him.  The  working  of  the 
Regulation  I  of  1088  shows  that  most  of  the  petitions  for  divorce  are  by 
the  wife. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad): 
May  I  know  whether  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  is  able  to  give  facts  and 
figures  ?  How  many  petitions,  in  how  many  years  ? 

Me.  0.  SANKARA  MENON  (Q-uilon) :  I  can  only  say  from  my 
experience  as  a  vakil— since  the  Regulation  was  passed.  I  cannot 
give  statistics.  That  has  been  the  experience  of  almost  all  the  vakils. 
I  have  not  taken  statistics,  but  I  know  as  a  matter  of  fact — that  is  what 
has  happened  in  my  experience  since  1088 — that  most  of  the  petitions, 
more  than  90  per  cent?  of  them,  are  by  the  wife.  Therefore,  under 
those  circumstances,  I  think — 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) ;  Is  it  with 
respect  to  the  Quilon  District  ? 

Me.  G.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon) :  Yes,  not  only  that. 
So  far  as  Trivandrum  is  concerned  Mr.  Gr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  told 
me  that  it  is  the  case. 

PRESIDENT  :  He  has  not  spoken. 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  {Quilon):  Therefore— 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  : 
I  wish  to  correct  my  friend.  I ,  never  said  likely.  I  only  said  that  it 
would  not  be  common.  (Laughter)  That  was  my  meaning. 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon ) :  I  know  of  several  cases 
where  parties  had  been  living  as  man  and  wife  for  more  than  20  and 
30  years,  and  where  the  wife  deserted  the  husband  when  he  was 
very  old,  and  when  he  had  invested  all  his  properties  in  the  name  of  his 
wife  and  children,  and  taken  another  husband. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha) :  Is  Mr. 
Sankara  Menon  able  to  give  us  the  reasons  for  all  those  desertions  ? 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon) :  I  can  only  say  that,  in 
many  cases,  she  marries  another  person.  Soon- after  the  dissolution  is 
granted,  she  goes  to  another  man. 

Mb.  P-  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  .  Is  he  in  a 
position  to  throw  any  light  upon  the  divorce  effected,  and  the.  reasons 
which  led  to  it  ? 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Q-uilon) :  '  No  enquiry  has  been 
conducted  and  we  have  to  infer  it  from  the  conduct,  of  the  parties. 

PRESIDENT:  Order*  order. 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon) :  -  Therefore,  it  is  rather  not 
reasonable  to  penalise  the  husband  for  no  fault  of  his,  and  therefore, 
except  in  the  cases  referred  to  by  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  I  do  not 
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think  that  compensation  could  be  given  to  the  woman.  On  this  ground 
I  support  the  amendment. 

Mu.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mctvelikara  cum  Kartikapalli )  :  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  one  principle  has  been  ignored  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  discussion.  When  a  husband  files  a  petition  for  divorce, 
whatever  the  grounds  be,  whether  it  is  the  fault  of  the  wife  or  the 
misfortune  of  the  wife,  the  court  shall  award  compensation.  Mr. 
Narayana  Pillai  went  to  the  length  of  saying  it  might  be  a  penny.  But 
nevertheless,  on  principle,  compensation  should  be  given.  Now, 
■Whether  it  is  the  misfortune  of  the  husband  or  the  fault  of  the  husband, 
how  can  a  line  of  difference  be  drawn  ?  What  is  sauce  for  one  side  must 
be  sauce  for  the  other  side  also.  On  that  principle,  I  am  submitting 
that  the  House  will  be  stultifying  itself,  if  it  thinks  that  no  compen¬ 
sation  shall  be  allowed  except  on  specific  grounds  when  the  petitioner 
is  the  husband.  ■  % 

Ms.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  N edamangad)  : 
May  I  ask  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  whether  the  Statutes  in  Travancore  treat 
men  and  women  similarly  ? 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara,  cum  Kartihappalli) : 
Certainly  not. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Amhalapuzha ) :  Is  it  not  also 
the  duty  of  the  husband  to  maintain  the  wife  according  to  Travancore 
law  as  well  as  Hindu  law? 


Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARaN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  Sir,  we  are 
now  legislating  for  a  whole  community  and  it  is  no  argument  to  say 
that  cases  of  the  kind  contemplated  are  rather  few,  or  that  such  '  cases 
may  not  arise  at  all.  We  must  also  take  into  .consideration  extreme 
cases  and  provide  for  them  when  we  legislate  for  a  whole  community. 
■Further,  that  the  wife  will  not  bring  a  suit  for  divorce,  on  the  ground 
of  the  husband  being  subjected  to  incurable  disease  is  -an  argu¬ 
ment  which  proves  too  much,  because  in  that  case  there  will  be  no 
need  for  providing  for  a  divorce;  on  that  ground  at  all.  When  we 
legislate-  we  must  foresee  the  consequences  of  it  even  though,  such 
cases  may  be  very  extreme  or  very  rare.  Now  my  frier  d  Mr.  P. 
K.  Narayana  Pillai  pointed  out  the  case  of  a  lunatic  in  whose  case  the 
woman  would  want  .personal  protection.  All  that  I  have  got  to  say  is, 
that  it  is  not  impossible  to  get  personal  protection  from  a  lrnatic  husband 
oil  erwise  than  by  obtaining  a  divorce  from  him.  She  can  remain  with 
him.  Sbe  will  be  mainta'ned  from  his  estate  and  for  her  protection 
she  can  seek  remedy  ouve  wise  than  by  divorce  and  I  cannot  conceive 
that  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  cannot  think  of  other  means  of 
protecting  the  wife  when  her  husband  is  '  a  lunatic  than  by  divorce. 


■  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated}  : 
k  the  Lunatic  Asylum '?  {Laughter) 


Can  he  be  not  sent  to 
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[Mb., A.  Govinda  Menon.] 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( T-iruvalla ) :  Then  both 
Mr.  Ve'n  Piib'i  and  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  spoke  of  contagions  diseases. 
The  expression  unfortunately  used  in  this  connect’on  is  not  contageous 
disease.  In  some  cases,  in  the  interests  of  the  health  of  the  society 
it  may  be  necessary  to  segregate  the  wife  from  the  husband.  But  the 
expression  used  in  this  Section  is  incurable  disease.  Incurable  disease 
need  not  necessarily  be  contageous  disease,  and  in  many  cases,  probably, 
incurable  diseases  are  not  contageous  diseases.  There  may  be  very 
many  diseases  which  are  not  contageous  and  still  which  are  incurable, 
and  therefore — 

Me.  T.  K.  VELTJ  PILLAI  (Trivandrum,  _  cum  Nedumangad)  ■ 
May  I  know  w'hether  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  is  not  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  preventing  the  propagation  of  diseases,  if  the  diseases  are 
incurable  aud  whether  diseases-  are  to  be  allowed  to  be  transmitted  to 
children? 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PIL  jAI  (Tinwalla) :  That  is  a 
thing  for  the  Health  Department  to  take  into  consideration.  If  I  am 
approached  or  that  point  I  shall  bestow  the  fullest  consideration  upon 
it.  But,  I  ere,  we  are  providing  for  divorce  and  compensation  in  the 
case  of  a  husband  and  a  wife  m  a  community,  and  therefore,  when  we 
provide  for  compensation  and  maintenance  and  all  those  things,  we 
have  to  take  into  consideration  all  the  circumstances  under  which  a 
divorce  is  sought  to  be  obtained.  Attention  has  also  been  drawn  to  the 
point  that  when  a  woman  is  unwilling  to  live  with  her  husband 
*he  need  not  be  maintained.  Undoubtedly  she  will  be  entitled  to  mainten¬ 
ance  even  without  obtaining  a  divorce.  In  most  of  such  cases,  I  should 
consider  thrt  divorce  is  purely  a  sort  of  luxury  on  the  part  of  the  wife. 
Sle  could  live  with  the  husband  and  attend  on  him  and  secure  her  main¬ 
tenance  from  his  estate  and  not  go  to  the  extreme  step  of  obtaining 
a  divo  'ce  and  also,  there  is  no  need  for  her  to  get  compensation  up  to 
Rs.  5,000.  It  appears  to  me  therefore  that  there  is  no  point  in  the' 
opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangacl  cum  Partir) :  May  I  know 
whether  he  has  seen  the  provision  in  the  Parsi  Divorce  Act  which 
has  been,  referred  to  by  him  and  by  many  others,  and  whether  there  is 
provision  in  that  act  enabling  a  court  in  all  cases  of  divorce  to  pay  a 
sort  of  alimony  without  exception.  It  rests  with  the  court  to  pay  or 
not— 

PRESIDENT:  You  must  not  argue.  You  must  put. a  question. ; 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {Tiruvalla):  That  is,  when 
the  divorce  is  at  the  instance ,  of  the  husband,  whatever  may  be  the 
grounds  of  the  divorce,  some  maintenance  must  be  allowed  to.  the  wife. 
That  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  case  in  hand  here. 

Me  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  com  Parur) ;  That  may 
not  be  proper,  in  all  cases— 
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PRESIDENT :  Are  you  arguing  or  putting  a  question  or  ex¬ 
plaining  ?  What  is  it  ? 

I  shall  now  put  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai’s  amendment  to  the  vote 
of  the  House. 

The  amendment  is  that  after  the  word  1  granted  ’  in  line  1  of  para¬ 
graph  (b)  of  sub-clause  (3,)  .'the  words  1  on  the  ground  of  adultery,  habi¬ 
tual  cruelty,  or  change  of  religion  of  the' husband’  be  added. 

The  amendment  was  carried  21  voting  -for  and  8  against. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PAN JIK ARAN  (Shertallai) :  I  propose  the  fal¬ 
lowing  amendment  to  Clause  (3). 

PRESIDENT  :  Is  it  in  paragraph  (5)  of  Clause  3  ? 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertalhi) :  Clause  3,  para¬ 
graph  (a). 

PRESIDENT :  Order  please. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai):  Except  in  cases 
‘when  she  lives  in  adultery.  ’  That  was  what  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  put 
before  the  Council. 

PRESIDENT  :  ‘  Except  where  the  respondent  lives  in  adultery.’ 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (; ‘Shertallai )  :  Yes,  I  propose  that 
‘  where  the  respondent  lives  in  adultery  ’  be  deleted  and  th-t  the  printed 
thing,  as  it  was,  he  accepted.  That  is  “when  the  respondent  lives  in  ” 
be  deleted  and  “  except  in  the  case  of  adultery”  be  substituted. 

PRESIDENT  :  Then  how  will  the  Clause  run  ? 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  At  the  time  of  pas¬ 
sing  the  order  referred  to  in  sub-clause  (3)  (a)  “  if  the  petitioner  is  the 
husband  and  his  prayer  has  been:granted,  the  court  shall,  except  in  the 
case  of  adultery  or  change  of  religion  award  to  the  wife  such  compensation 
not  exceeding  Rs.  5,000,” 

PRESIDENT  ;  You  want  the  words  “  in  the  case  of  adultery  or 
change  of  religion  ”  to  be  substituted.- 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ) :  That;  is  what  has 
been  put  in  by  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai.  What  I  propose  is  that 
‘  iives  in  adultery  ’  be  deleted. 

PRESIDENT:  Tfiat  is  to  say,  you  want  “in  case  of  adultery 
or  change  of  religion”  to  be  substituted  for  the  words  “where  the 
respondent  lives  in  adultery  or  has  changed  his  religion.  ”  Is  that  your 
amendment? 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai:  Yes. 

PRESIDENT :  Have  you  anything  to  say  ? 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  0 Shertallai )  :  Clause  5  has  al¬ 
ready  been  accepted.  So,  if  the  husband  puts  in  a  petition  for  dissolution 
on  the  ground  of  adultery,  according  to  law  he  will  be  entitled  to  get  a 
dissolution  of  marriage.  In  such  a  case,  the  question  is,  is  he  bound  to 
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pay  compensation  to  the  wife  or  is  he  also  to  prove  that  she  is  living  in 
adultery,  to  refuse  compensation  ?  My  point  is,  when  one  act  of 
adultery  is  sufficient  to  work  up  a  dissolution,  why  should  there  be  the 
proof  of  habitual  adultery  to  deprive  her  of  compensation  ?  Moreover, 
the  expression  “lives  in  adultery  ”  does  not  seen  to  be  happy.  It 
may  be  very  difficult  for  a  court  of  law  to  decide  what  living  in  adultery 
exactly  means.  On  these  grounds  I  propose  that  the  words  “lives 
in  adultery  or  has  changed  his  religion  ”  be  deleted  and  the  words  “in 
case  of  adultery  or  change  of  religion”  be  substituted. 

MR.  Gk  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( NeyyatUnkara ):  May  I 
point  out  to  Mr.  Joseph  Panjikaran  that  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure, 
Section  336,  explains  “living  in  adultery”? 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Pi  K.  Narayana  Pillai  has  already  stated  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ) :  That  explanation 
relates  only  to  the  expounding  of  the  expression  “  lives  in  adultery.” 
Anyhow,  the  question  whether  she  should  be  given  compensation  if  she 
is  put  off  for  one  act  of  adultery,  stjU  remains.  On  that  ground  I  pro¬ 
pose  that  the  words  “  in  case  of  adultery  or  change  of  religion  ”,be 
accepted, 

PRESIDENT  :  Is  that  amendment  seconded  ? 

The  Rev.  Fr.  KURIAKOSE  VETTIKKAPALLI  (Todupmha 
cum  Kunnatnad) :  I  second  it. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha)  :  I  oppose  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Panjikaran.  Sir,  the  disqualifica¬ 
tion  for  any  maintenance  allotment  to  be  given  by  the  husband  rests  not 
upon  any  single  act  as  the  law  stands  at  present.  “The  wife  is  not  en¬ 
titled  to  get  any  maintenance  from  the  husband  if  she  lives  in  adultery 
that  is  the  language  used  in  the  Nayar  Regulation  Amendment  Bill.  I 
spoke  of  Criminal  Law  also.  There,  the  language  is  that  she  forfeits  her 
maintenance  only  if  she  fives  in  adultery.  Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon’s 
amendment  to  Clause  5  simply  speaks  of  adultery.  It  enables  any  parti¬ 
cular  party  to  present  a  petition  on  the  ground  of  adultery.  But  the 
quantum  of  adultery  that  would  justify  a  court  to  effect  a  divorce  must 
be  adequate. 

Mr,  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  So  far  as  divorce  is 
concerned,  one  act  of  adultery  is  sufficient. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President)  :  May  I  ask  my  friend  to  tell  us  what  part  of  the  Regulation 
provides  for  the  quantum  of  adultery  ?  So  far  as  dissolution  is  concerned, 
adultery  is  sufficient.  As  regards  the  question  of  disqualification  for 
getting  maintenance,  I  thought  my  friend  was  referring  to  a  quantum 
of  adultery. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  With  respect 
to  that  statement,  if  the  matter  is  not  clear,  except  where  it  is  made  out 
that  the  wife  is  living  in  adultery,  no  divorce  shall  be  granted  on  the 
ground  of  adultery, 
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PBESIDENT :  That  Section  has  already  been  passed. 

Me.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha )  :  That  Section, 
I  am  submitting,  is  controlled  by  this  Section.  And  even  if  the  ground 
for  a  dissolution  is  made  out,  her  maintenance  allowance  should  not  be 
stopped.  That  is  her  present  right  according  to  this  amendment.  So 
in  spite  of,  the  objection  of  my  friend  Mr.  Joseph  Panjikaran,  I  am  sorry 
I  cannot  support  the  amendment.  The  only  other  objection  I  have  to 
meet  is  that  the  language  is  unhappy.  I  may  draw  attention  to  the  fact 
that.it  is  identical  with  the  language'  in  the  Criminal  Law  and  the-existing 
Nayar  Eegulation.  Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon’s  amendment,  i.  e.,  Clause 
5,  does  not  say  that  a  single  act  of  adultery  will  ..constitute  a  ground 
for' divorce.  Generally  a  person  is  entitled  to  maintenance  even  though 
there  is  a  charge  of  adultery. 

(  Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  '(Additional  Head  Sir'kar  Vakil) :  I 
beg' to  support  the  amendment. '  In  the  first  place,  the  clause  that  has- 
been  accepted  is  that  divorce  shall  be  granted  on  several  grounds. 
Adultery  is  one  of  them.  It  is  nowhere  stated,  as  my  friend  put  it, 
as  to  what' quantum  of  adultery  would  constitute  “  living  in  adultery.  ” 
Therefore  even  a  single  act  will  be  quite  sufficient.  In  that  Clause  and- 
the  Clause  that  we  are  considering,  it  is  stated  “  if  the  petitioner  is  the 
husband  and  the  prayer  has  been  granted.”  Therefore-  the  Clause. refers 
only  to  the  .amount  of  compensation  and  not  to  the  dissolution  itself,. 
Lastly,  if  we  go  to  sub-clause  (3)  (b),  Mr.  Parainesvaran  Pillai’s  amend¬ 
ment  has  been  carried,  namely,  that  if  the  husband  is  guilty  of  adultery' 
or  cruelty  or.  change  of  religion  he  must  pay  compensation.'  .-  There 
again,  .it  is  not  stated  as  to  whether  he  should  live  in  adultery-  with  , 
another  woman  or  whether  a  single  act  of.  adultery  on  his  part"  would; 
be  quite  enough. .  ,  1 

Mr,  K.  PAEAMEBVAEAN  PILLAI;  < Thinwalloiy : .  That  Clause 
says  that  if  dissolution  is  obtained  on  any  of  the  grounds  -other  than 
those  mentioned,  no  compensation  need  be  given. 

'  'Mb'.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Add^nalHeadSwkur  f  akil) :  ;  That  is 
what  I  say-  -  U  compensation  need  be  paid  by  the  husband,  the  ground  • 
of  dissolution  is  adultery.  What  I  say  is  that  dissolution  is  granted 
if  the  husband  is  guilty  of  adultery  and' it‘ is  nowhere  stated  :  as  to 'the 
maimer  in;  which  be.  should  be  found  guilty,  namely*  whether  he  was 
living 'openly  in  adultery,  or  whether  he  was  guilty  of  a  single-  of  casual 
lapse.  “  I  -do  .not  see  why  we  should  make  a  "particulaf  vdistihctidh  and' 
saddle  the  husband  to  give  compensation  when  the  wife  is  guilty  cf 
adultery,  whether  it  may  be  one;  act  or  more.  I  think  ME  Joseph 
Panjikaran’s 'amendment  is.  perfectly- reasonable;  ,  ,  '  ..  ; 

Mb.  K.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Timvalla)  :  Is  Mr.  Stib'ba 

Aiyar  supporting  the  motion  ?  .  .  .  . 

PRESIDENT ;  Yes. 
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Me.  M.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  I  oppose  the 
amendin'  -it!  jin  the  case  of  dissolution  of  marriage,  undoubtedly,  the' 
Section  j.s.  adopted  by  this  Council  does  not  say  thata  dissolution  could 
be  had  on.ly  on  the  ground  of  living  in  adultery.  But  one  act  of  adultery 
would  pi.'obably  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  divorce. 
But  we  liave  thought  it  expedient  to  make  a  distinction  in  the  case  of 
maintenance  So  far  as  my  personal  opinion  is  concerned,  it  appears  to 
me  that ,  even  where  a  divorce  is  obtained  by  the  husband  on  the  ground 
of  adultery  on  the  part  of  the  wife,  the  wife  ought  to  be  maintained  for 
two  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  I  thought  that  would  avoid  an 
enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  wife  when  she  consents  to  the  divorce. 
Secondly,  I  thought  that  even  though  adultery  may  be  a  ground  for, 
divorce,  still  on  public  grounds,  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  deny  her 
compensation,  which  is  the  same  thing  as  maintenance'  tb  *  her,  be* 
cause,’  having  been  the  wife  of  a  man  and  having  been  divorced’  she- 
should!  still  live  and  should  not  be  thrown  into  the  streets.  But  as  a 
compromise  I  have  accepted  this  •  alteration  in  the  clause  as  ‘living  in 
adultery’,  because  if  you  deny  a  woman,  who  has  been  guilty  of  one 
act  o  f  adultery,  maintenance  or  compensation  which  would  enable  her 
to  live  cleanly  in  after-life,  you  will  probably  be  driving  her  ‘to  continue 
to  live  in  adultery.  So  that,  on  public  grounds  and  in  tie  interests  of 
the  community,  I  think  it  better  that  only  a  woman  living  in  adultery 
is  denied  maintenance  than  one  who  has  shown  some  lapses  in  life. 
To  ei.-r  is  human.  The  husband  is  not  therefore  compelled  to  ke-p 
her  as  his  wife,  but  nevertheless,  having  taken  her  as  his  wife  he 
musk  suffer  the  consequences  of  it  and  prevent  her  from  going  into  the 
stree.ts  and  living  in  adultery.  But  if  on  the  other  hand  she  chooses 
to  continue  to  live  in  adultery,  then  I  think  it  will  be  a  sufficient  ground 
for  discontinuing  her  maintenance,  and  not  otherwise. 

Therefore  I  think  in  the  interests  of  the  community  as  a  whole,  as 
also  in  the  interests  of  public  morality  andiin  the  interests  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  concerned,  compensation  should  not  be  denied  to  a  woman, 
because  she  has  been  divorced  for  a  single  act  of  adultery,  unless  she, 
continues  to  live  in  adultery.  Otherwise,  you  will  be  driving  her  to  live* 
in  adultery  in  most  ca'ses.  ,  •  • 

-Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallcd ):  Sir,  my  friend 
Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai’s  arguments  were  whether  one  act  of  ad* 
ultefy  would  be  sufficient — 

PRESIDENT :  A  little  louder,  please. 

iMBi  JOSEPH  P AN JIKARAN  {Shertctllcti)  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayahk 
filial  raised  a  question  whether  one  act  of  adultery  would  be  sufficient 
to  effect  a  dissolution.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  expression  used  in  Clause 
6,  namely,  the  word  “adultery”,  would  not  be  explained  as  ‘living  in 
adultery*.  I  do  not  think  that  the  word  adultery  in  Clause  5  is  capable 
of  that  interpretation  which  he  has  been  trying  to  put  upon  it. 

PRESIDENT ;  He  does  not  say  that  the  word  “adultery**  means 
‘living  in  adultery.’. 


Q7D  .  1 

TEAVANOO  UK  Lj3  G 1 3L  AT  I VE .  CO  UN  CJ 

[President,] 

tnr  Mb' f°{S®pH  PANJIEAEAN  (Shm-tallai) :  My-poInFifi'ffiB^ 
for  one  act  of  adultery  a  woman  can  be  put  off,  I  do  not  see  ttte 
giving  compensation  to  her  unless  it  can  also  be  proved  that  — G  °* 
living  m  adultery.  So  I  must  press  my  amendment  Wa* 

PRESIDENT :  I  will  put  this  amendment  to  the  vote. 

Mr.  Joseph  Panjikaran’s  amendment  is  that,  for  the  wnrS^‘~  V  ~  • 
the  respondent  lives  in  adultery  or  has  ohanovJ  ine  words  where 

‘he  CaS6  °f  aaultey  “  °^e°of  refgiS: 

lost-  12  voting  fl  and 

The  House  adjourned  at  5-12  p.  m  to 
next  day. 

S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYArJ 

SeoretaryHo  the  Legislative  Counol% 


meet  again  at  11-3Q  the 


TRAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

FIRST  SESSION,  1099. 

Tuesday,  lOlh  Jane,  1024. 

( OFFICIAL  REPORT.) 

The  Council  met  again  in. the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at 
Eleven  Thirty-two  of  the  Clock,  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS.. 

[Order  made  by  the  President  wider  Standing  Order  No.  12 — 

(1)  Printed  oopies  of  the  questions  and  answers  to  be  put  and  given  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  shall  be  placed  on  the  Council  tablo..  15  minutes  before  the  President, 
takes  his  seat. 

(2)  The  questions  shall  be  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner:— 

The  Secretary  shall  oall  the  name  of  each  interpellate  in.  aerial  order,  specify  the 
serial  number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable 
opportunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  he  is  desirous  of  asking  a  Supplementary  question. 
Supplementary  questions  ipfflt>'be  put  immediately  after  the  principal  questions  to  which 
they  relate.] 

-Agricultural  Farms. 

274.  Mr.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvattupuzha)  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement  showing 
the  ntkhber  of  agricultural  farms  belonging  to  and-  conducted  by  the 
Agricultural  Department,  the  year  in  which  each  of  them  was  started, 
the  amount  spent  on  each  till  now,  and  the  income  derived  from  each  ?' 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) .:  A 
statement*  furnishing  the  required  information  is  laid  on  the  table.  • 

Statement  of  Applications  and  Appointments  in  'the 
Education  Department. 

275.  Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarafcara  cum  Kun- 

nattur )  ;  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  list  of 
applicants  for  the  posts  of  teachers  in  English  Schools  during  the 
years  1097,  1098  and  1099,  as  also  a  castewar  list  of  the  appointments 
made  during  the  above  period  7 . .  5 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  listsf  asked  for  arc  laid  on  the  table. 

0  Vide  appendix  I— page  9 Si.  fVicfe  appendix  II  A  &B— pages  992  and  993. 
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Castewar  Statement  of  Officers  in  the  Education  Department. 

276.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  castewar  statement  showing  the  number 
of  Brahmins,  Nairs,  other  non-Brahmin  Hindus  and  Christians,  among : 

(1)  the  teaching  staff  in  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja’s  College, 
Trivandrum ; 

(2)  the  Head-masters  of  departmental  English  High  Schools  for 
boys,  including  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Model  School  and  the 
Personal  Assistant  to  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction ; 

;(3)  the  Headrmasters  of  Incomplete  English  High  Schools  for 

boys; 

(4)  the  Head-masters  of  English  Middle  Schools  for  boys ; 

(5)  the  Assistant  Inspectors  of  Vernacular  Schools  including  the 
Personal  Assistant  to  the  Inspector  of  Vernacular  Schools; 

(6)  the  Head-masters  of  Training  schools ; 

(7)  the  Assistant  Inspectors  of  English  schools  including  the  Per¬ 
sonal  Assistant  to  the  Inspector  of  English  Schools ;  and 

(8)  the  dtaffi  of  the  Assistant  Inspectors,  of  Vernacular  Schools, 
as.  it,  stood  in  Miriam  1098  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  [ Secretary  to  Government): 
A  statement*  .giving  the  information  required,by  the  member  is  laid 
on  the  table.  '  '--i  ;; 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ;)  :  May  |  know  why,  out  of  the 
applications  of  374  Brahmins,  320  Nayars,  298  ’Christians,  34  Maho- 
inedans,  29  Ambalavasies  and  so  on,  the  applications  of  the  non- 
Brahmins  were  rejected  except  to  the  extent  admitted  and  why  the 
Government  lost  sight  of  the  proportionate  numerical  strength  of  the 
different  communities  ? 

Mr.  S..  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary,  .to  Government): 
It  consists,  of  two  questions.  I  shall  answer  question  by  question.  ■ 

Mr.  Mi  N,  --PUiliAl  '-(Trivmdnim):.  I  wish  to  know  why  the 
number  of  Brahmins  appointed  rose  up  to  73,  while  the  number  of 
Nayars  appointed  is .24,  that  of  Christians  33,  Mahomedans  2  and  so  on, 
although  there  were  374  applications  from  Brahmins,  320  from  Nayars, 
298  from  Christians,  34  from  Mahomedans  and  so  forth.  May  I  know 
why,  when  these  appointments  were  made,  the  importance  of  the  other 
communities,  the  Nayars,  the  phristians,  the  Mahomedans,.  etc.,  was 
not  taken  into  consideration  ?  .  -  , 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 
Government  have  no.  information. ...  ■.■■■* 
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Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum) :  Will  the  Goverment  be 
pleased  to  take  note  of  all  these  and  protest  against  the  high-handed 
action  of  the  Inspectors  of  Schools  ? 

PBESIDENT :  You  cannot  insinuate.  You  can  only  put  a 
question. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  It  is  not  an  insinuation. 
It  is  a  plaint  fact. 

PBESIDENT  :  I  cannot  allow  you  to  argue  or  to  draw  inferences. 
You  can  only  put  a  question.  You  should  not  go  further.  You  must 
conform  yourself  to  the  rules  of  questioning. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum):  My  question  is' why,  when 
there  were  374  applications  from  Brahmins,  320  from  Nayars,  298  from 
Christians  and  so  on,  the  number  of  Brahmins  appointed  is  73,  while 
that  of  Nayars  is  24,  of  Christians  33,  and  so  on.. 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government ) : 
There  is  no  rule  as  regards  the  proportional  representation  of  communi¬ 
ties  in  the  matter  of  appointments. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (.Trivandrum):  Is  it  not  unjust  ? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government): 
That  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 

Mr-  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  Do  the  Government  propose 
to  order  the  Inspectors  or  the  other  authorities  concerned  in  the  matter 
of  appointments  to  see  that  communal  representation  is  given  effect  to  ? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB) :  (Secretary  to  Government)  : 
I  claim,  notice  of  thaf^question. 

Gustcwar  Statement  of  Appointments- made  by  : 

Messrs.  S.  Subrahmanya  Sastri  and  A.  Narayana  Aiyar. 

277.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLA.I  (Trivandrum)  :  (a)  Will  the  Government 

be  pleased  to  furnish  a  eastewar  statement  of  the  appointments, 
temporary,  acting  and  permanent,  made  by  Messrs.  S.  Subrah¬ 
manya-  Sastri  and  A.  Narayana  Aiyar,  the  Inspector  of  Verna¬ 
cular  Schools  and  the  Inspector  of  English  Schools,  respectively,  after 
they  assumed  charge  of  their  present  posts  ? 

(b)  Are  the  Government  aware  that,  in  the  matter  of  recruitment 
to  appointments  in  the  Education  Department,  Nairs  and  other  non- 
Brahmin  Hindus  are  placed  at  a  disadvantage  under  the  present  Inspec¬ 
tors  of  Vernacular  and  English  Schools  ?  . 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  A  statement  *  giving  the  required  information  is  laid  on  the 

table. 

(b)  No. 

*  Vide  appendix  IV  -  pages  995  and  996. 
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Detection  Work  of  the  Excise  Sub-Inspectors  and 
Petti]  Officers . 

278.  Mr.  'T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad): 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased,  to  state  : 

(a)  the  number  of  cases  of  illicit  distillation  of  arrack  detected 
by  the  Excise  Sub, Inspectors  in  1098  and  the  first  quarter  of  1099 ; 

(5)  the  number  of  cases  of  illicit  tapping,  manufacture  or  sale  of 
toddy  detected  by  the  Sub-Inspectors  and  Petty  Officers,  respectively, 
during  the  above  period; 

(c)  the  number  of  cases  in  "which  the  Sub-Inspectors  conducted 
house-searches  without  magisterial  warrants  during  the  above  period ; 
and 

(d)  the  amounts  collected  by  way  of  rental,  tree-tax,  etc.,  under 
the  head  of  abkari,  in  1097  and  1098,  with  the  respective  estimated 
amounts  in  both  years  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  64  in  1098,  and  11  in  the  first  quarter  of  1099. 

( b )  428  and  168  by  the  Sub- Inspectors  and  85  and  57  by  the 
Petty  Officers  respectively. 

(c)  211  cases  in  1098  and  68  cases  in  the  first  quarter  of  1099t 

(d)  'Estimated  receipts.  Actual  receipts. 

1097  Es.  '24,51,600  "  Es.  24,14,937 

1098  Es.  20,20,000  Es.  22,13,113 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ): 
May  I  know  the  cause  of  the  decrease  in  actual  receipts  in.  the  year 
1098,  referred  to  in  answer  to  part  (d)  ? 

A  Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government)'. 
There  has  been  an  increase.  The  estimate  was  Es.  20  lakhs  and  odd, 
while  the  actual  receipts  came  to  Es.,  22.  and  odd  lakhs.  There  was 
more  of  consumption .  than  anticipated. 

Mb'  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) :  If 
there  is  more  of.  consumption,  does  it  mean  loss  to  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government]: 
There  is  no  loss.  .  There  is  an  increase  from  Es.  20  lakhs  and  odd  to 
Es.  22  lakhs  and  odd. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILL  AI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  That 
is  not  what  I  want.  I  wish  to  know  the  cause  of  the  decrease  under 
actual  receipts. 

,Mr.  S,  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government): 
That  is  due  to  the  fact  ethat  there  was  the  temperance  campaign  as  a 
Result  of  which  the  drink  habit  is  decreasing. 
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Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  Will 
the  Government  be  prepared  to  ask  the  Excise  Commissioner  to  investi¬ 
gate  into  the  cuase  for  the  decrease  ? 

Me.  S.  PAR  AMES  VAR  A  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  :  The 
Government  will  look  into  the  papers  and  see  if  an  enquiry  is  needed, 
and,  if  so,  ask  the  Excise  Commissioner  to  make  an  enquiry. 

Inspection  Work  of  the  Conservator  of  Forests. 

279.  Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad}  : 

(1)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  whether  the  Conservator  of  Forests  inspected  the  records  of 

the  Divisional  Forest  Offices  during  1098 ;  ' 

(b)  whether  any  mistake  or  irregularity  had  been  brought  to  light 
in  the  course  of  such  inspection  and  any  officer  punished  in  consequence 
thereof ; 

•  (c)  whether  he  visited  the  interior  forests  in  1098,  and  if  so,  the 
places  and  the  number  of  days  spent  in  each  place  ;  and 

(d)  the  maximum  distance  from  a  motorable  road  which  he  has 
travelled  and  the  name  of  the  places  inspected  ? 

(2)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  the  notes 
of  inspection  drawn  up  by  the  Conservator  while  inspecting  the  interior 
forests  in  any  three  Forest  Divisions  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (See;  etary  to  Government ) : 

(1)  (a)  The  Conservator  of  Forests  inspected  three  Divisional 
Forest  Offices  during  1098. 

( b )  It  is  reported  that  no serious  mistake  or  irregularity  ,  was  - 
noticed  during  the  inspections,  that  minor  mistakes  were  noticed  and  that 
the  usual  steps  were  taken  to  rectify  them. . 

(c)  A  statement  *  showing  the  names  of  places  visited  and  the 
number  of  days  spent  in  each  place  is  laid  on  the  table. 

(d)  Thirty-six  miles.  Cardamom  Hills. 

(2)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

, '  Issue  of  a  Proclamation  re.  Corruption  of  Officers. 

280.  Me.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Murattupuzha) :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  issue  a  Proclamation  in  this  State 
also,  similar  to  the  one  that  has  been  recently  issued  in  Hyderabad,  for 

checking  the  corruption^!  Government  officers? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government}'. 
The  answer  is  in  the  negative.  .  ' 

Expenditure  of  Allotment  for  new  Roads  in  Muvaitupuzha,  Taluk. 

281.  Me.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Mumttypuzha) : '  . Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  arrange  for  the  whole  amount  sanc¬ 
tioned  ,  this  year  for  opening  new  roads  in  the  Muvattupukha  taluk  being 
spent  and  the  works  completed  before  the  close  of  the  year  ? 
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Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 
Every  endeavour  is  being  made  by  the  Chief  Engineer  to  spend  the 
allotments  fully. 

Karkatasseri — Neduvahkad  Road. 

282.  Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {Muvattupuzha) :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  arrange  for  the  village  road  from 
Karkatasseri  landing  place  near  Muvattupuzha  to.Neduvabkad  being  con- 

,  verted  at  once  into  a  cart  road  ?  • 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-.  The 
conversion  of  this  village  road  into  a  cart  road  is  being  investigated  by 
the  Chief  Engineer. 

Expenditure  on  Irrigation. 

283.  Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvattuvuzha)  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  total  expenditure  on  irriga¬ 
tion  during  the  last  seven  years,  and  the  portion  spent  for  the  Kottayam 
Division  alone? 

Mb.  . R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
The  total  expenditure  incurred  on  irrigation  during  the  last  seven  years, 
■was  Rs.  16,03,264,  of  which  a  sum  of  Rs.  95,299  was  spent  in  the 
Kottayam  Division. 

Comersion  into  Paddy  Lands  of  a  certain  (t  ract  in 
Muvattupuzha  Taluk. 

284.  Me.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {Muvattupuzha):.  (a)  Are 
the  Government  aware  that  there  is  an  area  of,  about  two 
thousand  acres  of  very  fertile  land  along  the  northern  banks  of  the 
Periyar,  included  in  the  reserve,  and  lying  along  its  borders  and 
measuring  about  twelve  miles  ,  in  length,  from  the  junction  ,  of  the 
Deviyar  (a  tributary  of  the  . Periyar)  with  the  Periyar  in  Muvattupuzha 
taluk  up  to  Tattakad  road,  and  that  thep  is  adequate  facility  for  con¬ 
verting  this  area  into  cultivable  lands  by  the  diversion  of  the  Deviyar 
■water  through  the  necessary  irrigation  channels  without  much  cost  ? 

(6)  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  depute  experts  to  make 
preliminary  investigations  for  carrying  out  this  project? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  They  are  aware  of  the  locality  referred  to. 

(5)  The  Disafforestation  Committee  for  the.  Muvattupuzha  taluk 
will  have  something  to  say  in  regard  to  this  area  and  Government-will 
await  the  report  of  that  committee. 

..  Konni  Pepper  (Farm. 

285.  Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {Muvattupuzha):  (a)  What- 
is  the  distance  from  the  Main  Central  Road  to  the  Konni  Pepper 
Earn?  Is  the  road  to  the  farm  cartable  ? 
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( b )  Do  the  Government  think  that  they  can  realise  the  money 

expended  on  the  farm  till  now  by  selling  it  in  auction  either  as  a  whole 
or  in  lots  ?  J 

(c)  Is  not  this  farm  located  at  a  place  which  is  difficult  of  access 
to  visitors  from  the  other  parts  of  the  State  ? 

( d )  Will  it  not  be  more  beneficial  if  a  few  sites  are  chosen  either 
from  the  reserves  or  from  the  waste  lands  lying  close  to  the  main  road, 
and  small  farms  established  in  two  or  three  places  ? 

(e)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  open  two  or  three  small 
farms  near  the  main  road  as  suggested  above  by  means  of  the  funds 
obtainable  by  the  auction  sale  of  the  Konni  Pepper  Farm  either  as  a 
whole  or  in  small  lots  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ) : 

(a)  Fourteen  miles.  Access  to  the  farm  is  by  the  Konni-Achen- 
koil  trace  which,  with  slight  improvements,  can  be  made  cartable.  The 
approach  road  from  the  trace  to  the  farm  is  in  good  condition,  Steps 
have  already  been  taken  to  convert  the  trace  into  a  cartable  road. 

( b )  The  question  does  not  arise  as  the  Government  have  no 
intention  of  selling  it. 

(c)  No. 

(d) ?  The  pepper  farm  is  meant  primarily  for  conducting  large- 
scale  experiments  to  study  the  various  factors  influencing  the  yield, 
and  these  experiments  should  be  carried  out  on  typical  lands  of  large 
area.  When  the  trace  above  referred  to  is  improved,  the  farm  will  have 
all  the  facilities  required  for  an  experimental  station.  Small  farms 
will  not  afford  ample  facilities  for  large-scale  experiments,  and  if  they 
are  to  be  maintained  ■  efficiently,  the  charges  on  account  of  establish¬ 
ment  will  have  to  be  increased  considerably.  Since  the  department 
wanted  300  to  400  acres  in  a  block,  and  as  such  sites  were  not  available 
elsewhere,  the  present  locality  was  selected. 

(e)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Admission,  to  the  A  hp  aye  Agricultural  School. 

286.  Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvattupuzha)  ■  (a)  What 
examination  qualification  has  been  prescribed  for  candidates  seeking 
admission  to  the  Agricultural  School  at  Alwaye .?  ' 

(6)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  taluk- 
war  statement  showing  how  many  applications  from  such  qualified 
candidates  were  received  from  each  taluk  and  how  many  of  such  ap¬ 
plications  were  accepted  from  each  taluk  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  The  member  Preferred  to  the  prospectus  of  the  Agricultural 
School,  Alwaye,  published  on  pages  66  and  67  of  the  Agricultural 
Sheet  of  the  •  Government  Gazette,  dated  the  26th  February,  1924. 

(5)  A  statement*  containing  the  information  required  by  the 
member  is  laid  "on  the  table. 

.  * -Feefe  appendix  VI— page  997, 
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[Mr.  Tariatu  Kunjitomman.] 

Demarcation  of  Boundaries  of  IV et  and  Garden  Lands. 

287.  Me.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  ( Muvattupuzha ):  (a)  Are 

the  Government  aware  that,  in  cases  where  the  boundaries  of  wet  or 
garden  lands  are  not  clear,  the  parties  concerned  get  unavoidably 
involved  in  boundary  disputes,  riots  and  civil  and  criminal  suits  on 
account  of  their  inability  to  fix  such  boundaries  ? 

(5)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  take  steps  to  remedy  this 
evil  by  arranging  for  such  lands  being  surveyed  and  demarcated,  with¬ 
in  a  specified  period,  by  the  Assistant  Tahsildars  or  some  other  agency, 
if  applications  are  made  and  the  necessary  fees  are  deposited  in  the 
taluk  cutcherry  ? 

Me.  E.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(i a 0  Government  have  no  information  in  regard  to  specific  dis¬ 
putes. 

(b)  The  question  of  the  framing  of  rules  for  the  survey  of  private 
lands  on  applications  from  land-holders  is  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Government. 

Percentage  ofBoman  Catholics,  Ezhavas  and  Mahomedans  among 
Teachers. 

■  288..  Mb.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvattupuzha):  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  percentages  of  teachers 
in  English  and  Vernacular  schools  are  Boman  Catholic  Christians, 
Ezhavas  and  Mahomedans? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government): 

Catholic  Christians  .  .  Mahomedans.  Ezhavas. 

1  English  Schools  3'5  31  1'2 

|  Vernacular  Schools  2-3  1'8  41 

'■  /  Gastewar  Statement  of  Government. Servants 

drawing  more  tkanPs.  20. 

289.  Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvattupuzha) :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  mrny  Roman  Catholic 
Christians,  Ezhavas  and  Mahomedans  there  are  in  the  service  draw¬ 
ing  a  salary  of  more  than  Rs.  20  per  mensem  ?. 

-  Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

.  There  are  232  Roman  Catholics,  109  Ezhavas  and  91  Mahomedans 
,  in  the  Government  Service  drawing  %  salary  of  more  than  Rs.  20  per 
mensem. 

Gastewar  Statement  of  the  Staff  of  the  Survey  Department. 

290.  Mb.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  ( Muvattupuzha )  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  Brahmins,  Nairs, 
Roman  Catholics,  other  Christians,  Ezhavas  and  Mahomedans  there 
are  in  the  Survey  Department  in  posts  carrying  a  pay  of  Rs.  15 
and  above  per  mensem  ? 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS* 
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Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
A  statement*  furnishing  the  required  information  is  laid  on  the  table. 
Toddy  Shops  in  Kallculam  Range. 

291.  Mb.  T.  KTJMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavanhod): 
(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  statement 
showing : 

(1)  the  number  of  toddy  shops  given  on  contract  in  1096  and 
1097  in  the  present  Kalkulam  Range; 

(2)  the  rental  for  each  of  these  shops ; 

(3)  the  number  of  shops  not  maintained  till  the  expiry  of  the 
contract ; 

(4)  the  number  of  trees  tapped  in  each  half-year  under  each  shop ; 

(5)  the  amount  of  tree-tax  fixed  for  each  shop;  and 

(6)  the  tree-tax  realised  from  each  shop  ? 

(6)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  similar 
statement  for  tbe  whole  Of  1098  and  the  first  half  of  1099  under  the 
biennial  contract  for  1098  and  1099? 

MR.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (, Secretary ^  to  Government): 
(a)  and  (b)  Statements  t  giving  the  required  information  are  laid 
on  the  table. 

Arrack  Shape  in  Neyyattinkara  Range. 

292.  Mb.  T.T  KUJVfARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vila.vankod) : 
(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a 

statement  showing : 

(1)  the  number  of  arrack  shops  given  on  contract  in  1096  and 
1097  in  the  present  Neyyattinkara  Range  (Neyyattinkara,  Karinkulam 
and  Nemam) ; 

(2)  the  number  among  them  re-auctioned ; 

(3)  the  quantity  of  arrack  sold  every  month  from  each  of  those 

shops  in  1096  and  1097 ;  and  ^ 

(4)  the  rental  for  each  shop  ? 

(h)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a 
similar  statement  for  the  whole  of  1098  and  the  first  half  of  1099  under 
the  biennial  contract  for  1098  and  1099  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ): 
(a)  (1)  Thirty-six  arrack  shops  were  given  on  contract  in  the  Ney¬ 
yattinkara  Range  for  1096  and  1097.  The  number  of  arrack  shops  in 
the  range  remained  the  same  for  the  1098-99  contract  also. 

*  (2)  One  arrack  shop  was  resold  in  the  1096-97  contract  and 
two  arrack  shops  were  resold  in  the  1098-99  contract. 

(3)  and  (4)  The  information  has  been  called  for. 

,(6)  A  statement  giving  the  information  is  available  for  peru¬ 
sal  by  the  member  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

t  Vide  appaadix  VIII  A  and  B— pages  999  and  1000.  *  Vide  appendix  VII— page  998, 

Vol.  IV.  No.  18.  0 
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[Mr,  T.  Kumara  Pillai.] 

Training  of  Excise  Inspectors  for  Distillery  Work , 

293.  Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod)-. 
With  reference  to  the  answer  to  Question  No.  80  asked  on  the 
15th  Tulam,  1099,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on;  the  table 
a  statement  showing  the  periods  during  which  each  of  the  six  officers 
referred  to  therein  a3  trained  in  distillery  work  was  working  in  the 
various  distilleries  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) :  Of 
the  six  officers  referred  to  by  the  member,  only  three  how  remain  in  the 
'  Excise  Department,  the  rest  having  either  retired  or  left  the  depart¬ 
ment.  A  statement*  showing  the  period  during  which  eaieh  of  these 
three  officers  was  working  in  the  distilleries  is  laid  on  the  table. 

M%.  Van  Boss's  Tours  to  Alleppey, 

294.  Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  {Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) : 

(а)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  dates  on  which 
the  Excise  Commissioner  went  on  circuit  to  Alleppey  in  1097  and  1098 
and  up  to  the  end  of  Vrischikam  1099  ? 

(б)  How  many  days  were  spent  there  on  each  occasion  ? 

(c)  What  offices  were  inspected  on  each  occasion  ? 

(d)  Lid  he  receive  travelling  allowance  on  all  the  occasions  when 

he  went  to  Alleppey  ?  . 

( e )  If  so,  what  is  the  amount  of  travelling  allowance  received  on 
each  occasion? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  to  (e>  The  information,  asked  for  by  the  member  is  con¬ 
tained  in  the  statement!  laid  on  the  .  .table,  f .  . 
v  Inspection  of  Accounts  of  Chmokeys. 

295.  Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  {Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod ): 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(а)  the  names  of  the  several  chowkeys  in  the  State ; 

(б)  the  chowkeys  the  accounts  of  which  were  inspected  by  the 
Excise  Commissioner  and  the  Account  Officer  in  1096, 1097  and  1098; 

(c)  the  dates  on  which  each  of  such  chowkeys  was  inspected  by 
them;  . 

(^  whether  the;  Excise  CommijSsiomser  or  the.  Account*  Officer 
found  out  any  casein  which  duty  was  underpaid,  and,  if  so,  in  how  many 
instances  in  each  of  those  years ; 

(»)  whether  the  British  Indian  Customs  authorities  found  out 
any  casein  which  duty  was  underpaid  here,  and  whether  they  com¬ 
municated  the  matter  to  this  Government,  and,  if  so,  how  many  such 
eommuaications  were  received  during  those  years? 

*  fidt  appendix  IX—  page  1001.  t  Vide  appendix  X--p<ige  1002. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


Mr-  S-  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government): 
(as)  The  member  is  referred  to  Appendix  XXII  of  the  Adminis¬ 
tration  Report  of  the  Excise  Department  for  1097. 

( b )  and  (c)  A  statement*  giving  the  information  required  by  the 
member  is  laid  on  the  table- 

id)  Yes.  There  were  two  instances  in  which  duty  was  underpaid 
in  1098.  There  were  no  such  instances  in  1096  or  1097. 

(e)  Yes.  Two  communications  were  received  in  1097  and  one  in 

1098. 

Loss  of  Dull)  at  the  Alleppey  Sea  Customs  Chowkey. 

296.  Me.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  eum  ’Vilavankod) : 
"Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  amount  under  short  levy  of 
duty  and  the  amount  of  such  duty  that  could  not  be  realised  on  account 
of  limitation  bar  according  to  the  Customs  Rules,  at  the  Alleppey  Sea 
Customs  Chowkey,  during  1096, 1097  and  1098  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  {Secretary,  to  Government): 

Year.  Amount  of  short  levy . 

Rs.  As.  Ps. 

1096  ...  132  1  4 

1097  ...  43  3  8 

1098  ...  1)425  9  9 

The  above  amounts  have  been:  fully  realised. 

license  for  Tapping. 

297-  Mb.  T.  -  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod)’: 

( а )  'With  reference  to  the  answer  to  Question  No.  84  asked  on  the 
17th  Tulam,  1099,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether, 
under  the  rules,  the  .trees  which  were  not  marked  could  be  allowed  to  be 
tapped,  and,  if  sou  whether  the  fees  duo  have  been  realised  and  credited  to 
Sirkar  accounts  ? 

(б)  What  was  the  number  of  trees  in  respect  of  which  applica¬ 
tions  for  license  were  received  in  1097  and  1098,  and  what  Was  the 
number  in  respect  of  which  license  was  granted  V 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 
(a)  The  member  is  referred  to  paragraphs  6  and  .19  of  the  Tree 
Tax  Rules  published  on  pages  1839  to  1844  of  the  Government  Gazette 
dated  the.  28th  April,  1914. 

lb)  Information  regarding  the  number  of  trees  in  respect  of 
which  applications  for  license  were  received  in  1097  and ;  109.8  has  been 
called  for.  The  trees  licensed  ip.  1097  and  1098  numbered  83,851  and 
92,096  respectively. 

*  Vide,  appondix  XI— page.  1003, 
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[Mr.  R.  Krishna  Pillai.] 

Scrutiny  of  Appointments  made  by  Mr.  Van  Boss. 

298.  Mb.  iT-  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankud ): 

(а)  With  reference  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  172  asked  on 
the  29th  Karkadakam,  1098,  will  the  Government  Be  pleased  to  state 
whether  the  scrutiny  by  them  of  the  appointments  up  to  Rs.  40  made 
by  the.  Excise  Commissioner  at  the  time  of  the  reorganisation  of  his 
department  has  been  finished  ? 

(б)  Have  any  changes  been  effected  in  the  appointments  made 
by  the  Commissioner,  and,  if  so,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state 
the  names  and  designations  of  the  officers  in  whose  cases  such  changes 
were  made. 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(а)  Yes. 

(б)  No.  ■ 

Qualifications  for  Promotion  in  the  Excise  Department. 

•299.  Me.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) :  In 
view  of  the  answer  to  question  No.  1  asked  on  the  14th  Karkadakam, 
1098,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  qualifications  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  Excise  Commissioner  for  appointment  and  promotion  in 
the  Excise  Department  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {.Secretary  to  Government) : 
No  qualifications  have  Been  prescribed  by  the  Excise  Commissoner  for 
appointments  and  promotions  in  the. Excise  Department  other  than  those 
prescribed  in  the  public  service  notification.  A  system  of  departmental 
examinations  has  been  recently  sanctioned.  ( Vide  Notification  R.  Dis. 
No.  948  of  24/Development,  dated  the  17th  May,  1924.)  . 

Petitions  re.  Appointments  made  by  the  Sanitary  Commissioner.  ..  . 

800.  Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  {Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) :  With 
reference  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  187  [207]*  asked  on  the  28th 
Karkatakam,  1098,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state ; 

{a)  whether  they  have  taken  any  steps  on  the  twelve  representa¬ 
tions  referred  to  therein ;  and 

ib)  if  so,  whether  they  have  modified  any  of  the  appointments 
.made  by  the  Sanitary  Commissioner,  and  the  names  and  designation  of 
the  officers  concerned  V 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  ta  Government) 
{a)  All  the  representations  were  considered, 

{b)  Yes ;  in  the  cases  of— 

(i)  P.  Kumara  Pillai,  Conservancy  Overseer,  and 

(ii)  M.  Ramaswami  Aiyar,  Vaccinator. 

!  *  Not  included  in  the  proceedings  of  the  28th  Karkadakam,  as  the"  member  was 
absent  at  question  time. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS, 


Mr.  T.  K.  Kuruvila,  Assistant  Surgeon. 

301.  Mr.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vildvankod) : 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  when  Mr.  T.  K. 
Kuruvila  was  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon  ? 

(&)  Was  he  a  volunteer  in  the  Medical  Department  before  his 
appointment  as  Assistant  Surgeon,  and,  if  so,  where  and  how  long  ? 

(c)  When  Mr.  T.  K.  Kuruvila  was  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon, 
was  the  period  for  which  he  was  a  volunteer  included  in  his  service  ? 

(d)  Is  there  any  attendance  register  maintained  for  volunteers  ? 

(e)  Under  what  rule  was  that  period  reckoned  as  service? 

(/)  Has  volunteering  service  been  reckoned  as  regular  service  in 
the  case  of  anybody  in  any  department  before  this  ? 

(g)  What  is  the  reason  for  this  special  favour  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(а)  3rd  August,  1923. 

(б)  Yes;  in  the  General  Hospital,  for  about  5J  months  from  the 
19th  November,  1922. 

(c)  No.. 

(d)  Yes. 

(e)  and  (g)  The  questions  do  not  arise  in  view  of  the  answer  to 
part  (c). 

(/)  No. 

Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  the  Out-patient  Department. 

.  302.  .  Mr  .  T,  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  .cum  Vilavanhod) ;  With 
reference  to  the  observation  of  the  Darbar  Physician  that  his  instruc¬ 
tion  is  that  only  new  patients  are  to  be  examined  every  day  by  the 
senior  medical  officer  in  charge  of  the  out-patient  department,  that  the 
same  patient  is  seen  by  the  senior  officer  only  once  a  week,  and  that  on 
the  other  days  the  assistants  look  after  those  patients  as  they  have  only 
to  repeat  the  medicines  (Vide  page  813,  Vol.  III,  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Council),  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : . 

(a)  whether  the  above  arrangement  mentioned  by  the  Darbar 
Physician  obtains  in  any  hospital ; 

( b )  if  it  obtains  in  the  General  Hospital,  the,  names,  of  the  senior 
medical  officers  deputed  for  examining  out-patients  and  of  the  assistants 
sent  to  help  them ;  and 

(c)  whether  the  arrangement  referred  to  by  the  Darbar  Physi¬ 

cian,  has  been  given  effect  to  on  any  day  since  Dr.  K.  Raman  Tampi 
left  that  institution  ?  ' 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA'  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary'  to  Government) ; 

(»)  Yes ;  in  all  hospitals,  as  far  as  practicable. 

(6)  The  Senior  Medical  Officers  are  (1)  Mr.  K.  P.  Raman  Pillai, 
Deputy  Surgeon,  and  (2)  Mr.  Sankara  Menon,  Assistant  Surgeon. 
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[Mr.  B.  Krishna  Pillai.] 

The  Assistants  are  Mr.  T.  K.  Karavila,  Ag.  Assistant.  Surgeon,  and 
volunteers  Mr.  0.  J.  Titus  and  Mr.  E.  E.  Raman  Pillai. 

(c)  Yes. 

Remuneration  received  by  Dr.  Lakshmanan  for  treating  the 
late  Mr.  N.  A.  Mahomed  Kunju. 

&0<3.  Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Draniel  cum  Vilavankoi) : 

(а)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  remuneration 
the  Darbar  Physician,  Dr.  Lakshmanan,  received  from  the  late  Mr.  N.  A. 
Mahomed  Eunju,  Merchant,  Alleppey,  for  the  visit  he  paid  in  connec¬ 
tion  w»th-  his  illness  ? 

(б)  How  much  money  was-  received  separately  on  account  of 
motor  charges  ? 

(c)  Did  the  Darbar  Physician  go  from  AUeppey  to  Ambalapuzha 
jn  the  same  car  to  inspect  the  hospital  there? 

(d)  Were  mileage  and  battft  received  from  the  Government  in 
connection  with  that  journey  ? 

Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  and  (b)  Government  have  no  information.  - 

(c)  No.  . 

V-  (d)  Yes. 

Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  {Braniel  cum  Vilavankod}  i  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  get  the  information  from  the  Darbar  Physi¬ 
cian  regarding  parts  (a)  and  (6)  ? 

Mb.-  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Beer etry  to  Government ): 
The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

-  Memnnemtion  received  by  Dr .  LakshmaMdn  for  treating 
'  Mr.  Nwmt-Aiyar. 

■  304,  Mb-  -T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  VUavmkocfo;. 

{a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to.  state  what  remuneration 
Dr.  Lakshmanan  received  from  Mr.  Nann  Aiyar,  Vakil,  Kottarakara,  for 
the  visit  he  paid  in  connection  with  his  illness-  ?  ■ 

( b )  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  testate  the  amount ‘of 
money  received  separately- on  account  of  motor  charges  ? 

•  (c)  Did  the  Darbar  Physician  go  from  Kottarakara  to,  inspect,  any 
hospitals? 

((f)  Were  mileage  and  bafia,  received  from  the  Government  ip 
.  connection  with  that  journey  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) 

'  (d)  and  (6)  Government  have  no  information. 

kc)  No.  •  ' 

(4  No. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


Abkari  Contract  to  Mr.  Subrahmanya  Karayalar. 

305. ~  Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated) :  ( a )  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  Mr.  S,  Subrahmanya 
Karayalar  has  requested  that  he  be  given  the  sole  contrast  for  the 
supply  of  jaggery  and  cocoanut  toddy  arrack  throughout  the  State,  and, 
if  so,  what  orders  have  been  passed  on  that  application? 

(b)  Is  there  a  Government  order  prohibiting  the  grant  of  abkari 
contracts  to  Mr.  Karayalar  in  the  State? 

(c)  If  so,  will  they  be  pleased  to  place  a  copy  of  that  order  on 
•the  table? 

Mb.  S.  PAR  AMES  VAR  A  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  Yes.  The  application  was  recorded, 

(b)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(c)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (5),  the  question  does  not  arise. 

E'uzur  Seconds  and  Account  Sections , 

306,  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  ;  (a)  Will  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  be  pleased  to  state :  i 

(1)  the  designation,  present  pay  and  qualification  of  the  officer 
who  is  put  in  charge  of  the  English  and  Vernacular  records  of  the 
General  and  Revenue  Secretariat ;  and 

(2)  the  pay  and  designation  of  this  officer  in  1004  ? 

(b)  Is  it  a  fact  that  this  officer  ,  is  also  put  in  charge  of  the 
Account  Branch  of  the  General  and  Revenue  Secretariat,  which  was 
hitherto  under  the  control  -of  the  Secretary  in  charge  of  the  General 
Section? 

(c)  If  the  answer  is  in  the  affirmative,  will  the  Government'  be 
pleased  to  state  the  reasons  for  plaoing  this  section  under  the  officer 
mentioned  above,  the  number  of  hands  employed  under  him,  and  the 
name,  pay  and  qualification  of  the  Superintendent  in  charge  of  that 
section  ? 

( d)  Was  any  inorease  to  his  pay  as  Stationery  Superintendent 
granted  to  this  officer  in  consideration  of  his  being  put  in  charge  of  the 
Central  Vernacular  Records  or  the  Account  Branch  of  the  Revenue  and 
General  Secretariat,  ahd,  if  so,  by  how  much  ? 

Mb.  R.  .KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to,  Government) : 

(a)  (1)  The  designation  of  the  officer  is  “Superintendent  of 
Stationery  and  Records” ;  his  present  pay  is  Rs  200  .;  qualification — 
Matriculate.  ■  .  _ 

(2)  Pay  and  designation  in  1094 — Sub- Treasury  Officer,  Aliep- 
pey  ;  pay  Rs.  120. 

(b)  Yes. 

(c)  The  attention  of  Government  having  been  drawn  to  the  con¬ 
fusion  prevailingun  the  Account  Branch  of  the  Secretariat  which  formed 
.part  of  the  General  Section,  the  Efficiency  Audit  Officer  was  directed 
to  suggest  measures  for  its  orderly  working.  He  suggested  that  the 
Account  Branch  be  separated  from  the  General  Section  pud 
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formed  into,  a  separate  section.  This  was  done,  and  the  newly  formed 
Account  Section,  consisting  of  a  Head  Accountant,  1  clerk  on  Es.  75-100, 
and  3  clerks  on  Es.  45  to  70  and  one  clerk  on  Bs.  20  to  40,  was  placed 
under  the  Superintendent  of  Stationery. 

( d )  The  pay  of  this  officer  was  raised  by  Es.  25  temporarily 
in  consideration  of  the  additional  work  involved.  In  Chingam,  1093, 
the  pay  was  revised  along  with  that  of  the  other  officers  of  the  Secret¬ 
ariat  and  fixed  at  Es.  200-25/2-250.  No  special  pay  is  given  to  him 
for  being  in  charge  of  the  Account  Section  or  the  Central  Vernacular 
.Records.  . 

Unused  Boad  Materials.  i 

307.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  ( Nominated)  :  Will  the  Government  be 
■pleased  to  state  : 

( a )  whether  there  are  any  safeguards  for  the  prevention  of 
unused  road  materials  being  remeasured  and  paid  for  again,  and,  if  so, 
'what ;  and  ; 

(b)  whether  the  orders,  if  any  in  this  respect,  are  being  strictly 
enforced  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  Yes.  Unused  materials  are  recorded  in  monthly  road  materi¬ 
al  statements.  Before  a  new  supply  is  started,  the  unused  materials 
lying  on  road  sides  are  measured  over, to  the  contractors  for  the  supply 
of  materials,  and  their  receipts  obtained;  and  at  the  time  of  making  pay¬ 
ments,  the  unused  materials  are  deducted  and  the  balance  alone  paid 
for. 

(5)  Yes.  They  are  reported  to  be  enforced  by  the  Division  and 
Subdivision  Officers. 

_  Compulsory  B&tirement  of  Mr.  3.  B<  Gimther. 

308.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated ) :  ■  (a)  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  they  have  ordered 
the-  compulsory  retirement  from  the  service  of  First  Grade  Inspector, 
Mr.  H.  ,B.  Gunther,  and,  if  so,  the  charges  framed  against  him  and 
submitted  to  the  Government  for  their  consideration  by  the  Excise 
.Commissioner?  /  ■ 

'  (b)  Was  Mr.  Gunther  given  an  opportunity  to  explain  the 
charges'  reported  against  him  by  the  Excise  Commissioner  by  granting 
him  the  copies  relating  to  such  charges;  and,  if  so,  what  was  the  pur- 
,  port  of  his  defedee  ?  •  ;  • 

Mr,  S.  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  .  Government) : 

(«)  Yes.  The  Government  are  not  prepared  to  disclose  the 
charges  framed  departmentally  against  public  servants. 

(b)  Yes.  He  was  heard  by  the  Dewan.  Government  offered 
to  show  him'  the  records  relating  to  the  charges  against  him ;  but  Mr, 
Gnnther  did  not  choose  to.  peruse  them  or  put  in  a  defence. 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Are  the  Government 
•  aware  that  Mr.  Gunther  was  one  of  the  two  Catholic  Inspectors  in  the 
Excise  Department  out  of  a  list  of  over  sixty  Inspectors  in  that  depart¬ 
ment  ? 

Mb.  S,  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  May  I  know  whether  they 
are  aware  that  Mr.  Gunther  had  to  complete  only  one  and  a  half  years 
more  to  complete  his  service  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR"  (Secretary  to  Government) : 

Yes. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Was  any  charge  reported 
to  Government  against  him  during  his  long  service  ?  If  so,  when  and 
by  whom  and  with  what  result  ? 

Mr.  S,  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  :  I 
am  not  aware. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
present  Excise  Commissioner  raked  up  an  old  case  -against  him  and 
recommended  him  for  retirement  and  the  Government  vetoed  his 
recommendation  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) :  I 
have  no  information. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Has  the  deficiency ,  of  salt 
found  in  the  local  salt  depot  anything  to  do  with  his  retirement  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary,  to  Government)  : 
That  was  one  of  the  charges  against  him. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  If  so,  are  the  Government 
aware  that  Mr.  Gunther  reported'to  the  Head  of  the  Department  that 
the  shed  in  which  the  deficiency  was  found  was  in  a  iower .  level  than 
the  surrounding  ground  and  that,  in  case  of  rain,  water,  would  find  its 
way  into  the  shed  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  :'  I 
have  no  information. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Was  it  not  a  fact  .that  it 
was  only  after  one  year  after  the  water  found  its  way  into  the  shed  in 
question  and  damaged,  the.salt,  that  the  P.  W.  D.  thought  of  attending  to 
the  improvements  recommended  ?  - 

.  Mb.  ,8.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Government  have  ho  information. 

Mr.  A,  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Are  the  Government  aware 
that  a  maJiaear  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Gunther  stating  that  the  deficiency 
was  caused  by  an  act  of  God  and  that  the  maliazar  was  countersigned  by 
the  Assistant  Excise  Commissioner  ?  "  ,  /  .  ; 

Mr!  S.’  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  : 

.  Government  have  no  information. 

Mr.  A,  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  Was  not  this  maliamr 
placed  before  the  Dewan  by  Mr.  Gunther? 

Mr.  S,  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government ):  I 
claim  notice! 
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Mb.  .  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated) :  la  ft  not  a  fact  that 
Mr.  Raman  Pillai  was  satisfied  with  the  explanation  and  took  no  action 
in  the  matter  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) :  I 
claim  notice  of  that  question  also. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Is  it  not  over  ten  years 
since  this  deficiency  occurred  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA.  AIYAR  -  (Secretary  to  Government)',  l 
am  not  aware. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Did  not  Mr.  Gunther  state 
in  his  memorial  to  Government  that,  if  he  was  to  be  made  responsible  for 
the  loss,  it  might  be  taken  from  his  security  money  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government):  l 
claim  notice. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ) :  Was  any  charge  of  cor¬ 
ruption  brought  against  Mr-  Gunther  at  any  time  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)'.  Not 
in  the  list  of  final  charges,  but  as  already  stated,  I  am  not  sure  whether 
any  charge  of  corruption  was  brought  against  him  previously. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  '(Nominated)  :.-  Was  there  any  black  mark 
against  him  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) :  I 
do  not  know.  : 

'  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Is  it  true  that-  Mr;  Gunther 
was  informed  at  the  time  he  appeared  before  the  Dewan  that  he  would 
be  reduced  to  a  Sub-Inspector  in  case  he  did  not  retire? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ):  I 
am  not  aware.  , 

•  MB,  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Do  the  Government  think 
that  when  an  officer  is  suddenly  faced  with  certain  allegations  he  will  be 
in  -a  position  tc  answer  them  off-hand  especially  as  he  will  be  feeling 
inost  nervous  standing  before  the  Head  of  .  the  Administration  ?  : 

■  Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) :  He 
was- not  asked  to  answer  ,  those  charges  off-hand.  Government  were 
prepared  to  show  him  all  the  papers  and  to  give  him -the  necessary  time. 
He  chose  the  alternative  to  retire. 

Mb.  A,  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Did  Mr.  Gunther  put  in 
a  memorial  to  the  'Government  wheirhe  was  asked  to  appear  before  the 
Dewan  begging  to  be  inf  ormed  in  writing  what  the  charge  or  charges 
against  him  were  and  that  he  should  be  informed  in  writing  what  the 
charges  were?  .  ■ 

,Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR.  (Seeretaru  to ‘Government)  •  I 
claim  notice.  "  ‘ 

.  ,  Mb.  -  A,  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  -Was  his  prayer  complied 
with  or  not?  r 


Mb,  ■  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 
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Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Was  his  request  complied 
with  or  not? 

PRESIDENT :  It  has  already  been  answered. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated^:  Was  the  recommendation 
to  retire  him  made  in  a  confidential  D.  o-  or  an  official  communication  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) :  I 
am  not  prepared  to  disclose  that  information. 

MR.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  If  the  former,  do  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  think  it  is  right  to  act  on  such  recommendations  ?  Did 
Mr.  Gunther’s  immediate  superior  report  against  him  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
That  does  hot  arise,  in  view  of  the  prior  answer. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Is  there  not  a  G.  0.  requir¬ 
ing  the  heads  of  departments  and  other  officers  to  put  down  the  charges 
against  their  subordinates  specifically  in  writing  and  give  them  every 
opportunity  to  answer  the  charges  in  writing? 

PRESIDENT:  Mr..  Hoogewerf,  all  these  questions  may  be 
covered  by  a  single  question,  “  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place 
the  papers  on  the  table?  ”  You  are  now  eliciting  from  Government  all 
the  details  connected  with' the  charges  against  Mr.  Gunther. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  I  have  almost  finished. 
There  is  only  one  question  more. 

Is  there  not  a  Government  notification  requiring  heads  of  depart¬ 
ments  and  offices  to  put  down  specifically  the  charges  against  their 
subordinates  in  writing,  and  give  them  every  opportunity  to  answer 
the  charges  in  writing  ?  •  , 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  : 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Was  it  done  so.in  this 
case? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government )  : 
yes.  .  ■■  - 

Mr-  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  .  Am  I  to  understand  that 
the  charges  against  Mr.  Gunther  were  sent  to  him  in  writing  and  that  ’ 
his  explanation  was  submitted  through  his  immediate  superior  in 
writing  ?  .  ■ 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ): 

I  claim  notice. 

Mr.  A..  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Do  not  the  Government 
think  that  it  is  a  summary  way  of  dealing  with  a  public  servant  ? 

Mr.  S,  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ): 
Government  do  not  think  so. ' 

PRESIDENT:  The  answer. has  already. been, given.:. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Does  not  such  procedure? 
Cut  at  the  bottom  of  the  safety  of  the  public  service  -  and  make  it -most 
insecure?  '  ' 

Mr.-  a  PARAMESVARA  AI-YAR.  (Secretary  to  Government)  ; 
That  is  a  matter  of  opinion. 
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Constitution  of  Board,  of -Examiners.- 
309.  Me.  A.  HOOGrEWBEP  {Nominated) :  (a)  Will  the  Govern, 
nient  he  pleased  to  state  the  principle  on  which  the  Board,  of  Exa¬ 
miners  is  constituted  ?  .  - 

(5)  Is  there  any  attempt  at  representing  the  large  number  of 
private  English  schools  ? 

(r)  If  so,  who  is  there  on- the  Board  to-.represent  the  large  num¬ 
ber  of  Christian  schools  in  Central  and  North  Travancore  ? 

.  (d)  What  is  the  principle  .  in  appointing  chief  and  assistant 

examiners  ?  Is  there  a  free  distribution  of  examinerships  among  the 
teachers  of  Government  and  private  English  schools  ?  . 

■  •(«)  If  so,  why  is  it  that  some  teachers  do  not  get  examinerships 

at  all,  while  others  get  the  same,  continuously  for  a  number  .of  years  ? 
Mb.  S.P AB AME  S VAE A  ATYAR  (Secretary  to  Government )• 

:  W  The  principle  followed  in  constituting  the  Board  of  Exami¬ 
ners  is  to  appoint  the  most  competent  persons  for  the  work. 

(6)  and  (e)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part !  (a),  these  questions 

ao  not  arise.  ... 

.  (d)  The  examinerships  are  distributed- among  competent  -teachers 

.  employed  m. both  Government' and  private  schools. 

/  (f)  Some  teachers:  have  necessarily,  to  be  appointed  as  examiners 

ottener.  than  others,  while  some  cannot  be  appointed  examiners  at  all 
..  The  matter  does  not  lend  itself  to  any  rule-of-thumb  treatment.  ' 
Appointment  of  a.  Medical  Comndtiee. 

81°.  MR.  M.  N  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Will  the  Government 

for  i“pt0,i"6' 

-  Disposal  of  Applications  for  Refunds  by  Civil  Courts. 

31L  Me.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAEJ (Mavelikaraf.wm  Eartikapalli)  •  ' 

-  S*  A?f  the  Government  aware  that  applications  for  refund  of 
money  deposited  or  realised  in  civil  courts  are  not  oromntlv'  Aranna  a ' -t  ' 

(6)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  no  registers  of  such  a, mi; 
cation^  are  kept  in  any  court  and  that 


such  evS?WiU  &e  ^  Phased  to  issue  orders  for  checking 

HLLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) ' 
a.)  and  (b)  Government  have  no  information.  '  *  : 

ac  w„r. 
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Appendix  II  A. 

V  We  Answer  to  Question  No-  275. 

List  showing,  the  number  of  applicants  (Castewar) 
for  appointment  in  English  Schools  (Boys’  and  Girls )  during 
the  years  1097,  1098  and  1099. 


No. 

.  Caste. 

1097 

1098 

1099 

Total. 

i 

Brahmins  (Tamil) 

171 

'151 

52 

37-4 

2 

Nayars  ... 

144 

133 

43 

320 

3 

Christiana  ... 

119 

120 

59 

298 

4  . 

Mahomedans 

10 

17 

7 

34 

5 

■  Ambalavasies 

15 

12 

2 

29: 

6 

Tulu  Pottis 

1 

5 

... 

6 

7 

Asaris 

9 

6 

2 

17 

8" 

Ezhavas 

28 

31 

13 

72 

9 

Goldsmiths  ... 

3 

2 

5: 

10 

Vellalas 

17 

7 

4 

28: 

11 

Konkanastha  Brahmins 

3 

4 

1 

8 

12 

Kshatriyas  . 

7  - 

1 

2 

10 

13 

Barbers 

1 

1 

14 

Naidus  .  ... 

1 

i 

2: 

15 

Chetties  ••• 

1 

1 

16. 

Nadars:  ... 

9 

"i 

10: 

17 

Blacksmiths 

1 

1 

18 

!  Malay  ala  Brahmins  . .  1 

1- 

1 

19 

i  Tampans  ... 

1 

1 

20 

i  Nambudiris  .  ..  —  i 

1 

i 

2 

21 

‘  Sambavars .  ..  .....  .  ... .  .. 

.  1 

1 

22 

S  Arayans  ■  ••• 

1 

i 

2 

23 

Chavalakarans  .••] 

1 

1 

-  24 

1  Chemmans  ... 

... 

l 

1 

25. 

i  Kannan  ■  ••• 

i 

1 

j  i  Total  ... 

528 

507 

191 

1,226 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


998 


Appendix  II  B. 


Castewar  list  of  appointments  made  during  the  years  1097, 
1098  and  1099  in  English  Schools  (Boys’  and  Girls’). 


No.' 

Caste. 

1097 

1098 

1099 

Total. 

1 

Brahmins  (Tamil) 

26 

41 

6 

73 

9 

Nayars 

9 

13 

.  2 

24 

3 

Christians 

14 

11 

8 

33 

4 

Mahomedans 

.2 

.  2 

5 

Ambalavasies  ... 

1 

3 

4 

6 

Tulu  Pottis  ... 

v  2 

;■  '2  . 

1 

5 

7 

Asaris 

1. 

1 

8 

Ezhavas  ... 

2 

4 

6 

9 

Goldsmiths 

1 

1 

10 

Konkanastha  Brahmins 

"i 

-  1 

11 

Kshatriyas 

1 

1 

12 

Nadars 

••••1 

1 

13 

Tampans 

1 

1 

14 

Nambudiris 

"i 

1 

2 

15 

Vellalas  ... 

i 

... 

1 

16 

Chalians 

i 

1 

Total 

j.  '  57 

82 

1 

18 

157 
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Appendix  III. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  276. 

Castewar  statement  of  officers  in  the  Education  Department. 


Bra  hmins. 

Nayars. 

Christians.  J 

Other  non- 
Brahmin  Hindu*. 

1.  Teaching  staff  in  H.  li¬ 
the  Maha  Iiaja’s  College, 
Trivandrum  ... 

26 

11 

5 

5 

2.  Head-masters  of  Depart- 
'  mental  English  High  Schools 
for  boys  including  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the 
Model  School  and  the 
Personal  Assitant  to  the 
Director  of  Public  Instruc¬ 
tion 

11 

2 

4 

1 

3.  Head-masters  of  Incom¬ 
plete  English  High  Schools 
for  boys 

2 

1 

4.  Do.  English 

Middle  Schools  for  boys  ... 

7 

2 

C 

*  2  ' 

5.  Assistant  Inspectors  of 
Vernacular-Schools  includ¬ 
ing  the  Personal  Assistant 
to  the  Inspector  of  Verna-  ' 
cular  Schools. 

10 

3 

7 

2 

6.  Head-masters  of  Training 
Schools 

2 

■  i 

6 

I 

7.  -  Assistant  Inspectors  of 
English  Schools  including 
the  Personal  Assistant  to 
the  Inspector  of  English 
Schools  '  ... 

' .  1 

8.  The  staff  of  the  Assist¬ 
ant  Inspectors  of  Vema- 
.  oular  Schools  including  the  . 

.  office  of  the  Mahomedan  : 
Inspector  of  Sohools'*as  it 
stood  in  Minam  1098  ... 

27 

51 

8 

1 

A.  B.  The  above  figures  inoluile  also  persona  who  hold  no  substantive  appointments. 
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Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  277. 

Castewar  statement  of  appointments  made  by  Mr.  S.  Snbrahmanya 
Sastri  m.  a.,  Inspector  of  Vernacular  Schools. 


Caste. 

Acting. 

j'  Permanent. 

Navar 

89 

U 

Maran 

1 

:  1 

Kakkalan 

1 

2 

Barber  , 

4 

3 

Malayala  Brahmin 

5 

!  '  l 

Pandaram  ... 

2 

Chakkala  Nayar 

2 

Potti 

i 

2 

Konkana  Brahmin 

i 

1 

Variar  — 

2 

... 

Marakkan 

i 

... 

Tandan  ... 

i  . 

Nadan  ...  '  ... 

Mahomedan 

U' 

11 

Christian 

84 

9 

Maravan  ... 

1 

Chalian  , 

2 

Vellala 

12 

... 

Tamil  Brahmin 

34 

6 

Ezhava  ....  ..j 

21 

4. 

Vanian 

2 

2  . 

Pondan  ...  ...j 

.2 

Asari  ...  .  ...| 

4 

:■  ’2 

Kanian 

5 

1 

Arayan 

(> 

!  2  ■ 

Fisherman'  ...  ... 

I 

I  ...  !  . 

Washerman 

1 

1  1 . 

Elayatu 

3 

Paravan  ...  ... 

1 

Paraya 

3 

2  . 

Bharatiyar 

1 

Pulaya 

2 

:  ■  3  ’ 

Aiyanavar  . 

3 

3 

Cheramar  ... 

1 

1 

Kammalan  . 

1 

Ezhavatti 

1 

Chetti  ...  '  .■  ■ 

1 

Pallan  ...  ••• 

1 

Samantan  ...  ... 

2 

Kshatriya 

1 

...  ■ 

Sambavar  . . . 

1 

Kusava 

|  1 

r 

Total  ■  •  • 

•  277 

69 
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Appendix  IV—  (contd.) 

By  Mr.  A.  Narayana  Aiyar  b.  a.,  l.  t.,  Inspector  of  English  Schools. 


.  Caste. 

1  Acting. 

Permanent. 

Brahmin  (Tamil)  .. 

5 

■  y 

Nayar  ...  ...j 

2 

1  on  probation. 

Potti  <  ... 

1 

Total  *  ... 

8 

Appendix  V. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  279. 

Statement  showing  the  interior  forests  inspected  by  the 
Conservator  of  Forests  during  1098  and  the  number 
of  days  spent  in  each  place. 


Vedagiri  Reserve-  17-4-98  1  day. 

Poikamala  Reserve  27-4-98  1  day. 

Koduman  Reserve  28  &  29-5-98  2  days. 

Karikkattur  Reserve  17-8-98  1  day. 

Alapra  Reserve  '  ,  18-8-98  1  day. 

Valiakavu  Reserve  ,  19-8-98  1  day. 

Koduman  Reserve  i  2-0-98  1  day. 

Kadakkaman  •  15-6-98  1  day. 

Kuriattumala  ,  v  16-6-98  1  day! 

JerUr  and  Ayiranallnr  Reserve  2-7-98  1  day! 
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Appendix  VI. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  28'6- 

Talukwar  statement  of  applications  received  for  admission 
into  the  Agricultural  School,  Alwaye. 


No. 

Name  of  Taluk. 

No.  of  applica¬ 
tions  received. 

No. 

selected. 

1 

Tovala 

2 

1 

2 

Agastisvaram  ... 

■3 

Nil. 

3 

Kalkulam  ....... 

3 

Nil. 

4 

Vilavankod 

4 

Nil. 

5 

Neyyattinkara  ’  ... 

18  . 

2 

6 

Trivandrum 

25 

2 

7 

Nedumangad  ... 

1 

Nil. 

8 

Ohirayinkil  ... 

3 

'  Nil. 

9 

Quilon 

4 

1 

10 

Kunnattur 

1 

Nil. 

11 

Karunagapalli 

4 

1  ' 

12 

Kartikapalli  ■ 

4  ' 

■  ■  2 

13 

Mavelikara  •  •  ,  ■»  ;.. 

9 

Nil, 

14 

Pattanamtitta  '  ... 

12 

1 

15 

Tiruvalla 

■  41 

I  6 

1(5 

Ambalapuzha  ’ 

.  19  . 

1  "  1 

17 

Xottarakara 

'  5 

‘  Nil. 

18 

Pattanapuiam 

1 

■  .1  ■ 

19 

Shencottah  ... 

Nil  ' 

Nil. 

20 

Shertallai  •  ••• 

5 

1 

21 

Vpikam  . 

15 

1 

•  22 

Kottayam 

17 

1 

23 

Ohanganachery  ■ 

11 

Nil. 

24 

Minachil 

1. 

Nil., 

25 

Muvattupuzha 

4 

/I  : 

26 

Todupuzha 

2  : 

'  Nil. 

27  * 

Kunn'atnad 

■  ‘  21; 

2 

28' 

Parur 

13 

5 

"29 

Devicolani  . 

.  :  Nil 

I,  '  Nil. 

30 

Peermadc 

■  .  ■  .  2  ,  ' 

Nil. 
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Appendix  VII. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  Wo,  390. 

Castewar  statement  of  employees  of  the  Surrey  Department, 
drawing  a  pay  of  Bs.  15  and  above  as  it  stood  at  the 
end  of  Dhann  1099. 


Brah-  |  Catholic 

rnins.  j®Nayars,  Chris- 
!  .  tians. 


!  ...  .  - 

Other  !  Jdaho- 

Christ-  Ezhavas.j  medans.  Total, 
ians.  : 


3 


120* 


48 


60 


3 


9 


2 


Appendix  VIII— B. 


~~i 

— ■ i 

I 

Whether. 

Number,  of  tree 

.  Palmyra.  1 

ts  tapped  dnrin*r  the  contract 

I  Amount 

Nmn. 

Original 

rental  of  j 
the  shop. 

j  main- 

1098,  j  1099.  .  J 

1098.  J  1099. 

|  1098.  J  1099. 

|  fromeat 

Name  of  i  Ue  Whop, : 

[shops. 

till  the 

I  Half 

|  year 

i  |..-1  |  i  1 

hs  i'-'ssJ  1 

j 
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Appendix  IX- 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  293- 

-  Statement  showing  the  periods  of  training  of  Excise  Officers 
/  in  distillery  work. 

1.  Mr.  C.  T.  Oomman  b.  a.,  was  the  Circle  Officer  in  chnvo*  nf 

.^Wtan^lMTh0nSeS  Circle  fcom  the  lst  Kumbham  'ms %  Z 

2.  Mr.  M.  Parasu  Pillai  B.  a.,  was  the  Excise  InsnecW  tw  ■, 
distillery,  Ijom  to  :8th  Miriam  1087  to  the  11th  Chingai  W89  and 
ram  the  3rd  Tulam  1083  to  the  20th  Dhanu  1094.  He  was  the 

Circle  Officer  m,  charge  of  the  Distilleries  and  Warehon^  riwia  >  tne 
the  22nd  Mitimnam  1097  (ill  the  end  of  thd  yeai  1097  The  n°f 
.  tillenes  and  Warehouses 'Circle  having  been  abolished  from  fchp  W 
Ohmgam  1098  and  placed  under  the  Assistant  Excise  Commissioner* 
Nagerco.1,  Mr.  Parasu  Pi  lai  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Nager  ™«ie 
r.  was  m  charge  of  -  distillers  also  from  the  1st  Chingam  1098  to  the  7  h 
Jnschikam  1098  and  from  the  20th  Mabu»m  1098  to  the  27to 
Karnn  1099.  . 

3.  Mi,  A.  Pain  an  Pillai  b.  a.,  was  the  Excise  irmnpptm*  nTov,--,  -j 

distillery,  from  the.  20th  Vrischikam  1094  to  the  11th  Chingam  1097  ' 


^  ri  -  Appendix  X.  . -  -  ---- 

*  Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  294.  § 


Statement  showing  details  of  Mr.  Van  Ross’s  tours  to  Aileppey. 


Year  and  month. 

(«)  • 

Date  od  which 
the  Exoiao 
Commissioner 

-wr~ 

No.  of 
days 
spent 

(«) 

Offices  inspected 

00 

The  amount  of 

T.  A.  on  each  1 
ocoasioii. 

.(«) 

Did  he  receive 
T.  A.  on  all 
occasions  he 

j 

Remarks-.1'' 

1 

1 

circuit  to 
Aileppey. 

occasion. 

on  each  occasion. 

Rs.  j 

chs.j. 

went  to 
Aileppey  ? 

:  / 

Makaram 

1097  1 

20th  and  21st] 

66 

14 

2 

Enquiry  intm<Jues,tions  in  connection  with  the 

Fi  soalAh  mu  nission . 

Madam 

1097  ! 

21st 

i 

5 

Auction  Gh'ouit ;  sale  of  Abkari  shops. 

Reached  Aileppey  from  Kottayam  at  5  p.m.  on 
, 13*1 0-1097,  and  left  Aileppey  at  5  p.  w,  on 
j'" the  18th,  Enquiry  into  cause  of  deficiency 
in  opium  sent  to  the  taluk  office. 

Edavam 

1097 

18th 

Aileppey  Circle 
Office 

10 

Chingam 

1098 

13th 

i 

... 

K"  ' 

i  Disposal  of  unsold  shops.  En  route  to  Vaikam 

1  and  other  places. 

1098 

17th 

i 

1  Conference  of  Assistant  Excise  Commissioners. 

Makaram 

1098 

9th  and  10th 

2 

Port  Salt  Depot 
and  Range  Office 

5 

... 

'  c  ■ 

General  circuit  to  North  Travancore,  D.  A. 
claimed  for  halt  on  10th, 

Kumbham 

1098 

20th 

j 

■  1 

At  Aileppey  from  5-30  A.  M.  to  10  P.  M.  Eii 
route  to  Kottayam  and  other  places.  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  complaint  against  Mr,  Kara- 
yalar  re.  salt  sales..  N 

Edavam 

1098 

14th,  15th, 
16th  and  17th 

4 

Port  Salt  Depot, 
Sea  Customs  and 
Range  Office 

56 

“i 

8 

'* 

D.  A,  Rs,  10  claimed  for  halt  on  the  15th  and 
16th.  Reached  Aileppey  at  7  A.  m.  on  the 
14th.  .Left  at  8  P.  ji.  on  the  17th. 

1099. 

12th,  13th  and 
14th 

3 

40 

A 

8 

Reached  Aileppey  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  12th.  Left 
at  8  P.  jr.  on  the  14th.  Enquiry  into  the 
allegations  made  by  Mr,  Mamman  Mapnillai 
re,  salt  sales. 

Touched  Aileppey  ev  route  to  Vaikam,  Kottayam 
and  other  places  in  North  Travancore.  No 
D.  A.  claimed.  Included  in  mileage  for 
journey  on  2-4-1099. 

Vrisobikara 

1099 

3rd 

’  1 

Range  Office, 
Port  Salt  Depot 
and  Ware  House 

\ 

L 
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Appendix  XI. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  295. 

Statement  re.  Inspection  of  Chowkeys. 


Name  of  chowkey. 

Officer  by  whom  it  was 
inspected. 

Date  of  inspection. 

1.  Aramboly  Cliowkey. 

Excise  Commissioner. 

( Account  Officer. 

12-1-1096 
3-8-1096 
3-1-1097 
21-3-1097 
30-5-1097 
7-11-1097 
27-1-1098 
20-4-1098  and 
30-10-1098 
3-8-1098 

2.  Quilon  Sea 

(Excise  Commissioner. 

22-4-1096  and 

Customs. 

Do. 

f  Account  Officer, 

23-11-1098 

11-12-1098 

3.  Quilon  Land 

1  Excise  Commissioner. 

4-4-1097 

Entrance. 

Do. 

j  Account  Officer. 

21  to  24-12-1098 

4.  Quilon  Back 

water. 

Do. 

1  Excise  Commissioner. 

4-4-1097 
4-5-1098  .and 
24-11-1098 

5.  Kottarakara. 

Do. 

Excise  Commissioner. 

7-7-1096  and 
5-5-1098 

6.  Pnnalur. 

Do. 

Do. 

21-4-1096 

7.  Arukutti. 

Do. 

Do. 

29-1-1096 
21-8-1096  and 
23-6-1098 

8.  Veluttulli. 

Do 

Do. 

28-4-1096 

9.  Kandanad. 

Do. 

Do. 

28-4-1096  and 
13-6-1098- 

10.  Parur  Tottu- 

Do. 

Do. 

22-8-1096 

mukham. 

Do. 

6-5-1097  and 
18-6-1098 

11.  Munambam. 

Do. 

Do. 

!  7-5-1097 

12.  Varapuzha. 

Do. 

Do. 

16-6-1098 

13.  Kumili. 

Do. 

Do. 

13-6-1097 

14.  Karinkulam. 

Do.  i 

Do. 

14-9-1098 

15.  Chinnar. 

Do.  j 

Do. 

15-9-1098 
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[Mr.  S.  Krishna  Aiyar.] 

THE  NAYAE  REGULATION  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

PRESIDENT  :  We  are  at  sub-elause  (3)  of  amendment  to  Clause 
8  of  the  Nayar  Regulation  Amendment  Bill. 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  QfaceUlcara  cum  Kartikapalli ) ;  I 
move  that  the  words  ‘not  exceeding  Bs.  5,000’  be  deleted  from  clauses 
(a)  and  (6).  A  limit  is  sought  to  be  placed  by  Statute  upon  the  discre¬ 
tion  of  judicial  officers.  Cases  may  arise  when  judicial  officers  may 
have  to  give  more  than  Rs.  5,000.  So  long  as  we  have  trust  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  judicial  officers  no  limit  need  be  placed,  and  least  of  all,  any 
statutory  limit.  Ordinarily,  when  a  maximum  is  specified  it  is  taken  as 
the  standard.  It  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  principles  of  legislation  to 
attempt  by  Statute  to  confine  judicial  discretion. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated). 
(Deputy  President ) :  I  second  it. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  I  oppose  the 
amendment.  With  respect  to  the  observation  of  my  learned  friend  that 
nothing  like  a  limit  shall  be  placed  on  judicial  discretion  I  would  just 
draw  his  attention  to  the  various  terms  of  imprisonment  prescribed  in 
the  Indian  Penal  Code.  Then,  there  are  civil  measures^also,  which, 
of  course,  cannot  be.  cited  at.  such  short  notice.  I  would  also 
invite  the  attention  of  the  learned  mover  to  the  existing  provisions  of 
the  Nayar  Regulation  itself.  We  have  got  a  standard  fixed  with  respect 
to  the  question  of  compensation.  My  friend  observed,  during  the  course 
of  his  argument,  that  once  a  standard  was  fixed  there  was  thetpossibility 
of  that  standard  being  accepted  as  a  model  by  the  judicial  officers.  At 
the  same  time,  my  friend  said  that,  so  long  as  we  were  prepared  to  place 
trust  in  judicial  officers,  no  standard  need  be  fixed.  Both  these  observa¬ 
tions  cannot  go  together.  If  the  judicial  officers,  according  to  my  friend, 
are  likely  to  confound  the  maximum  fixed  as  the  model,  we  are  more 
or  less  in  a  position  to  imagine  the  sort  of  judicial  officers  that  my 
friend  keeps  before  his  mind’s  eye.  We  have  fixed  the  standard  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  existing  law  and  also  the  nature  of  the  judicial  officers 
that  we  have  to  deal  with.  As  to  the  question  whether  a  standard  itself 
is  necessary,  we  have  various  circumstances  to  be  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion.  In  the  case  of  a  Nayar  wife  or  husband  who  may  be  divorced 
there  is  the  possibility  of  both  of  them  marrying  again.  It  may  be  that 
a  .wife  at  the  age  of  60  may  be  divorced  by  a  husband  aged.  70.  In 
such,  a  case,,  certainly,  some  standard  must  be  given  to  the  judicial 
officer  who  sits  in  enquiry  for  the  consideration  of  the  divorce  of  such 
old  people,  as  to  the  moderate  sum  that  is  to  be  given'  as  compensation. 
In  view  of  all  these  facts  and  adopting  also  the  wisdom  of  the  previous 
set  of  legislators,  I  would  oppose  the  amendment  proposed  and 
submit  that  this  clausemay  stand/as  it  is,  ' 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelilcara  cum  Kartikapalli) :  its 
it  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai’s  opinion  that  judicial  officers’  discretion,  niay 
be  trusted  from  Rs.  1,000  to  Rs.  5,000  ?  \ 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapruzha) :  Certainly; 
it  is  as  a  model  to  judicial  officers  that  the  amount  has  been  fixed.  The 
trust  that  we  are  obliged  to  place  in  judicial  officers  is  a  matter  of 
pure  necessity. 

Mr.  S.  KBISHNA  AIYAB  ( Mavelilcara  cum  Kartihapalli)  •  I 
have  nothing  to  answer. 

The  question  that  the  words  ‘not  exceeding  Bs.  5,000’  be  deleted 
from  paragraphs  (a)  and  Cb)  of  sub- clause  (3)  of  Clause  8  was  then  put 
to  the  vote  and  lost. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated ) 
(Deputy  President) :  I  beg  to  move  the  following  amendment : — 

Add  at  the  end  of  paragraph  (a)  the  words  “having  regard  to  the 
position,  means  and  circumstances  of  the  parties." 

We  have  these  words  at  the  end  of  paragraph  ( b ).  Paragraph  (a) 
runs  as  follows : —  „ 

“  (o'  If  the  petitioner  is  the  husband  and  his  prayer  has  been  granted,  tho  ooart 
shall,  exoept  in  the  case  of  adultery  or  change  of  religion,  award  to  the  wife  such  com¬ 
pensation  not  exceeding  Rs-  5,000  or  such  monthly  allowance  till  her  remarriage  as  would 
be  proper  under  the  circumstances .” 

There  is  no  justification  fc5r  omitting  the  words  ‘having  regard  to 
the  position,  means  and  circumstances  of  parties,’  which  occur  at  the 
end  of  paragraph  (o). 

Mr.  N.  KUMARAN  (Nominated) :  I  second  it.  . 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  I  accept  the 
amendment.  . 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by -the  House. 

Mr.  P.  T.  THOMAS  (Kottayam) :  I  move  an  amendment  to 
clause  (b). 

PRESIDENT:  A  little  louder  please.  • 

Mr.  P.  T.  THOMAS  (Kottayam) :  I  propose. the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  paragraph  (b).  Add  the  following-  proviso  : — 

“Provided  that  the  necessary  court  fee  has  been  paid  on  the  com¬ 
pensation  or  monthly  allowance  claimed."'  ; 

PRESIDENT:  What  is  the  proviso? 

Mr.  P.  T.  THOMAS  (Kottayam) :  :The  proviso  that  I  read  just 

now. 

PRESIDENT:  But  you  cannot  be  heard. 

Mr.  P.  T.  THOMAS  (Kottayam) :  Add  the  following  as  proviso 
to  paragraph  (6): — 

“Provided  that  the  necessary  court  fee  has.  been  paid  on  such  com¬ 
pensation  or  monthly  allowance  claimed.” . 

Mr.  G.  PARAMES  VAR  AN  PILLAI  (Neyyaltinkara):  May  I 
point  out  that  a  similar  amendment  appearing  in  the  old-  agenda  isto.be 
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moved  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  amendment  is  also 
about  payment  of  court  fees  in  regard  to  compensation.  That  amend¬ 
ment  we  have  already  adjourned  for  consideration  after  this  amendment 
is  disposed  of. 

PRESIDENT  :  That  relates  to  Clause  (8). 

Mr.  G.  PARA  ME  RV ARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ) :  Yes,  Sir, 
That  has  been  adjourned  for  consideration  after  this  amendment  is 
disposed  of. 

PRESIDENT  :  Will  you  also  wait,  Mr.  Thomas  ? 

Mr,  P.  T.  THOMAS  ( Kottayam ) :  My  amendment  is  a  different 
one.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  amendment  relates  to  the  payment  of  court 
fee  on  the  sum  decreed.  -My  amendment  relates  to  the  payment  of 
court  fee  on  the  sum  claimed. 

PRESIDENT  :  What  is  it  ?  I  do  not  see  the  difference. 

Mr.  P.  T.  THOMAS  (Kottayam)  :  My  amendment  relates  to  the  . 
payment  of  court  fee  before  a  decree  is  passed.  The  other  amendment 
relates  to  court  fee  to  be  paid  after  a  decree  is  passed. 

PRESIDENT :  I  do  not  quite  follow  you.  Of  course,  there  is 
the  petition  and  the  necessary  stamp  will  be  attached  to  it. 

Mp.  P.  T.  THOMAS  ( Kottayam ) :  A  certain  sum  may  be  claimed 
by  the  respondent  in  the  counter-petition. 

PRESIDENT :  You  want  court  fee  to  be  paid  with  regard  to  the 
statement? 

Mr.  P.  T.  THOMAS  ( Kottayam )  :  The  court  has  to  investigate 
the  claim  before  a  decree  is  passed,  i.  e.,  as  to  how  much  money  is  due 
to  the  respondent  by  way  of  hie  claim.  Whatever  be  the  amount 
which  he  claims  he  must  pay  court  fee. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  may  move  it ;  but  please  put  it  in  unambi¬ 
guous  and  clear  language.  Please  repeat  the  proviso  that  you  wanted 
to  be  added. 

Mr.  P.  T.  THOMAS  ( Kottayam ) :  Provided  that  the  necessary 
court  fee  has',  been  paid  on  such  compensation  or  monthly  allowance 
claimed.7 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelihara  cum  KartihapalU)  :  I 
second  the  proposition.  A3  at  present,  in  respect  of  suits  for  dissolution 
of  marriage,  a  court  fee  of  Rs.  10  is  fixed.  When  a  petition  for  dissolu¬ 
tion  is  presented,  the  respondent  makes  a  counter-claim  and  asks  the  court 
to  adjudge  with  regard  to  that.  The  claim  may  be  for  one  rupee,  one 
thousand  rupees  or  five  thousand  rupees.  The  court  has  to  go  into  the 
question  not  only  as  to  the  reasons  for  dissolution  but  also  as  to  what 
amount  may  be  allowed  to  the  respondent  as  compensation  or  monthly 
allowance.  As  the  court  has  to  consider  that  question  it  has  neces¬ 
sarily  to  be  vested  with  the  jurisdiction,  and  ordinarily,  the  jurisdiction 
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depends  upon  the  court  fee  paid.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  no  court  fee  be  de¬ 
manded,  the  court  will  have  to  consider  the  .question  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  will  not  be  a  gainer  to  the  extent  of  the  court  fee.  The  amend¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  will  affect  the  provision  that  court  fee  need 
be  paid  only  on  the  amount  of.  the  decree- 

PRESIDENT  :  For  the 'purpose  of  execution,  I  think. 

MR.  S-  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  cum  Eartikapalli ) :  Court 
fee  has  to  be  claimed  not  only  on  the  amount  adjudged.  In  ordinary 
cases  when  a  plaint  or  an  appeal  is  put  in,  court  fee  is  paid  upon 
the  value  of  the  claim  and  it  does  not  depend  upon  the  result  of  the 
suit.  So,  what  Mr.  Thomas  proposes  is  that,  when  the  respondent  puts 
forward  a  claim  for  a  certain  amount,  the  court  shall  be  allowed  to 
enter  into  the  question  only  after  the  claim  has  been  taxed.  The 
question  of  taxation,  viz.,  payment  of  court  fee,  should  not  be  made 
dependent  upon  the  result  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  ( EarunagapaUi ):  '  May  I  know 
from  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  whether  court  fee  is  levied,  at  present,  on 
the  amount  claimed  by  way  of  improvements  in  a  written  statement  ? 

Mr.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  cum  KartikapaUi )  :  I 
believe,  my  friend  knows,  it  is  not. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ) :  I  oppose 
the  amendment.  It  might  be  pointed  out  that,  even  as  it  is,  under  the 
existing  Nay ar  Regulation,  the  court  fee  has  to  be  paid  after  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  compensation  amount,  and  rightly  so.  It  is  un¬ 
wise  to  ask — it  will  be  putting,  the  respondent  in  a  very  awkward  si¬ 
tuation — the  respondent  who  may  be  the  counter-petitioner  to 
pay  court  fee  on  the  amount  that  may  be  adjudged  later  on.  If  my 
friend  Mr.  Thomas  had  read  correctly  clauses  (u)  and  ( b )  of  sub-section 
(3),  he  would  not  have  moved  this  amendment.  The  clauses  read 
as  follows:  “if  the  petitioner  'is  the  husband  and  his.  prayer  is 
granted,”  “if  the  petitioner  is  the  wife  and  her  petition  is  granted,” 
then  the  court  has  to  proceed  to  decree  such  compensation  not  exceed¬ 
ing  Rs.  5,000  or  such  monthly  allowance  as  would  be-  proper  under 
the  circumstances.  It  may  be  that  the  petitioner  goes  in  not  to  contest 
the  case.  She  goes  in  only  to  deny  the  allegations  in  the  petition 
and  does  not  say  anything  else  except  at.  a  subsequent  stage  when 
he .  or  she  is'  called  upon  to  contest  the  claim-  for  compensation.  The 
amount  of  compensation  has  to  be  adjudged  and  it  is  only  on  an  as¬ 
certainable,  sum  that  the  parties  should  be  asked  to  pay  court  fees  at 
ah.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  existing  Regulation  provides  for  that  and 
the  Select  Committee  considered  that,  and  even  said  that  it  should  not 
be  allowed.  It  is  only  in  case  of  appeal  that  the  sum  claimed  or  award¬ 
ed  should  be  the  basis  of  court  fees.  It  is  on  that  ground  that  Mr./ 
Subba  Aiyar  has  put  in  his  amendment.  So  that,  to  say  from  the  very 
start  that  court  fees  should  be  paid  upon  an  amount  which  you  will  have 
to  fix  from  the  very  beginning  is  going  too  far  jn  the  light  of.  the  new 
amendments  to  clauses .  (a)  and  (;■) . 
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Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Changancichery  cum  Minachil ) :  I  opgose 
the  amendment.  So  far  as  I  had  been  able  to  gather,  the.  proceedings 
begin  on  the  petition  and,  as  such,  I  do  not  think  that  in  such  cases 
regular  court  fees  should  be  levied  as  in  a  regular  plaint. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Anibalapmha) :  I  also  wish  to 
oppose  the  motion.  The  existing  Nayar  Regulation  and  the  Bill  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  Select  Committee  do  not  make  any  provision  for  payment 
of  court  fee.  For  the  consolation  of  my  friend  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar,  who 
seems  to  be  anxious  to  better  the  position  of  the  Government  in  this  res¬ 
pect,  I  may  draw  his  attention  to  the  analogus  provision  in  the  Indian 
Divorce  Act  and  the  Parsi  Divorce  Act,  where  there  is  absolutely,  no 
hedge  furnished  to  fetter  the  discretion  of  _  the  court.  Further,  where 
the  wife  or  the  husband,  as  the  case  may 'be,  who  happens  to  be  the 
respondent  or  the  petitioner,  claims  compensation,  in  the  nature  of  the 
amendment  now  discussed,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  determine  the 
compensation.  When  once  the  necessary  fee  upon  the  petition  has  been 
paid — 

Rao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  {Nominated}  (Deputy 
President) :  May  I  ask  whether  the  court  is  bound  to  go  into  the 
question  if  the  respondent  does  not  claim  the  compensation  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapueha )  :  Certainly. 

.  PRESIDENT  "  Shall  ”  is  the  word.  . 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuaha)  :  The  question 
of  alimony  is  a  matter  which  the  court  has  necessarily  to  go  into  except 
where  there  is  a  disclaimer  by  the  wife.  Of  course,  we  have  got  in  the 
ordinary  practice  the  analogous  question  of  improvements..  Originally, 
it  was  a  perturbing,  element  for  the  judiciary-  in  practice.  But  now 
that  has  been  set  at  rest  by  the  decision,  of  the  High  Court  that  in  such 
cases  no  eourt  fee  need  be  paid.  -  It.  is  only  when  accounts  are  actually, 
taken  that  the  payment .  of  court  fee  is  contemplated  under  the  Court 
Fees  Act  by  defendants  in  account  suits.. 

ME.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Manelikam  cum  Kartikapalli) :  Are 
definite  amounts  claimed ?  . 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambaiapmha )  :  No ;  the 
parties  suing  and  the  parties  opposing  need  pay  court  fees  only  after  the 
amounts  are  adjudged.  Such  being -the  case,  the  novel  procedure  urged 
by  Mr.  Thomas,  certainly  would  be  a  jarring  element  in  the  Bill  under 
consideration.  So  I  oppose  the  motion  of  my  friend. 

I  would  also  try  to  alleviate  the  anxiety  on  the  part  -  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and;  also  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar -who  seems  to.be  some¬ 
what  ardent  by  pointing  out  that' the  British  Indian  Court.  Fees  Act 
provides  for  a  consolidated  payment  of  twenty  rupees  only  and  nothing 
more.  If  the  legislature  in  Travar.core  wants  to  make  some  money 
out  of  the  divorce  of  Nayar  women,  they,  may  do  so  on  the  model  of  the 
said  Act. 
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Mb.  K  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiravalla) :  Sir,  I  also 
oppose  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Thomas.  The  principle  of  the 
Court  Fees  Begulation  is  that  court  fees  have  to  be  paid  according  to 
the  relief  sought  for  in  the  plaint.  The  question  for  determination  is, 
what  is  the  relief  and  what  should  be  paid  for  that  relief.  There  may 
be  several  incidental  reliefs,  when  the  court  may  be  asked  to  go  into 
one  question  ;  and  on  such  incidental  reliefs  no  court  fee  is  required  to 
be  paid  under  the  Court  Fees  Begulation.  In  a  divorce  proceding,  what 
is  the  relief  sought  to  be  claimed  ?  The  relief  sought  is  a  declaration  of 
dissolution  of  marriage.  Of  course,  court  fee  will  have  to  be  paid,  if  that 
relief  is  not  sought  for.  If  it  is  sought  by  a  petition  not  under  this 
Regulation,  then  court  fee  will  have  to  be  paid.  And  all  other  questions 
that  courts  may  have  to  go  into  are  only,  incidental,  to  the  main  relief. 
It  is  for  that  reason  that  in  such  cases  the  successful  party  is  not  re¬ 
quired  to  pay  any  court  fees.  *In  the  case  of  a  redemption  suit  no  court 
fee  is  paid  on  the  improvements,  because  in  a  redemption  suit,  .the 
other  question  is  incidental  to  redemption.  Then  there  is  the  case  of 
compensation  for  improvements  made, by  the  party  in  possession  during, 
the  time  the  decision  was  in  force.  That  is  incidental  to  the  main  relief, 
and  therefore  no  court  fee  is  asked  to  be  paid.  Therefore  it  is  against 
law  and  procedure  [to  require  court  fees  to  be  paid  on  a  petition  in  a 
divorce  suit.  There  has  been  no  reason  urged  for  it. 

Mb.  P.  T.  THOMAS  ( Kottayam )  :  a-i§W  e.*»3§sc,cm<®3wo(d— 

PRESIDENT:  You  are  talking  in  Malayalam.  You  must,  choose 
between  talking  in  Malayalam  and  talking  in  English.  If  you  talk,  in 

Malayalam,  you  must  always  talk  in  Malayalam.  \ 

Mb.  P.  T,  THOMAS  ( Kottayam ) :  I  have  no  objection  to  talk  in 
English. 

If  any  amount  is  claimed  in  the  written  statement,  then  fees 
must  be  paid  on  that.  I  do  not  say  that  no  court  fees  need  be  paid  on 
the  adjudged  amount;  but  my  wording  is  that  court  fees  must  be  paid  on 
the  amount  claimed.  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  was  saying  that  the  court 
was  bound  to  give  some'  power  to  the  respondent  as  the  court  found  fit. 
For  my  purpose  I  do  not  say  any  fee  must  be  paid;  but  if  any  fee  is 
paid  on  the  amount  then  it  must  be  on  the  written  statement.  Other¬ 
wise  parties  may  be  claiming  exorbitant  sums  as  compensation.  It  may 
be  very  difficult  for  the  court  to  find  out  the  exact  sum  that  should  be 
paid.  The  court  will  have  to  dispose  of  this  matter  as  a  regular  suit. 
They  say  a  certain  fee  has  been  paid  on  the  application ;  but  that  is  fot 
the  dissolution  of  marriage.  For  the  dissolution  of  marriage  I  do  not 
say  fees  should  not  be  levied.  This  is  separately  for:  the  amount  that  the. 
respondent  claims.  If  he  does  not  claim  anything,  of  course,  under  the 
proviso  the  applicant  need  not  be  paid  anything. . 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikctm  cum  Ettumanur)'. 
May  I  ask  whether  he  .is  aware  of  the  rules  in  regard  to  redemption  of 
mortgages,  and  whether  he  is  aware  of  the  rules  for  payment  of  fees  for 
improvements  in  redemption  suits  ? 
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Mr.  P.  T.  THOMAS  ( Kottaycm ) :  As  a  lawyer,  I  think,  Mr.. Rama- 
krishna  Pillai  knows  it  also. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettummur) :  I 
wish  to  have  an  answer. 

PRESIDENT ;  That  question  has  already  been  put  and 
answered. 

Mr.  P.  T.  THOMAS  ( Kottayam )  :  If  the  parties  do  not  claim  it, 
no  court  fee  need  be  paid. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost. 

Rao  Bahadur K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIY&NGcAB,. (Nominated) (Deputy 
President) :  Before  we  pass  on,  I  have  a  verbal  change  to  suggest.  In 
clause  (a),  the  wording  is  “if  the  petitioner  is  the  husband  and  his  prayer 
has  been  granted  ”  and  in  clause  (6)  the  wording  is,  “  if  the  petitioner  is 
the  wife  and  her  petition  is  granted.”  For  the  sake  of  uniformity,  it  will 
be  better  to  introduce  the  word  “  is  ”  instead  of  “  has  been  ”  in  clause  (a) 
and  “grayer"  instead  of  “petition”  in  clause  (b). 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (A  mbalaguzha) :  I  have  no  ' 
objection  to  accept  the  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  adopted  by  the  Council. 

PRESIDENT  :  We  now  pass  on  to  sub-clause  (4). 

Mr.  P.K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalaguzha) :  Before  we  pass 
on  to  sub-clause  (4),  I  would  request  the  President  to  consider  the  forum 
provided  for  the  trial  of  matrimonial  causes,  i.  e.,  Clause  8.  The 
.  position  of  the  delegates  indicated  in  the  particular1-  clause  is  akin  to 
that  of  a  jury,  and  since  it  is  the  idea  that  the  verdict  of  the  majority  of 
the  delegates  empanelled  would  be  final,  the  nature  of  the  appeals  to  be 
preferred  to  the.  High  Court  in  accordance  with  the  finding  of  facts  by 
the  delegates  will  have  to  be  considered.  So, .first  of  all,  I  request  the 
President;  to  be  so  good  as  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  tribunal  before 
the  question  of  appeal. 

PRESIDENT  :  Ihave  no  objection.  We  will  proceed  with,  the 
consideration  of .  Clause  8.  I  will  read,  out  the  Clause. 

“  (8)  The  Government  shall,  in  accordance  with  rules  to  be  framed,  appoint  persons 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  each  District  Munsiff  to  be  delegates  to  aid  in  an  enquiry  un¬ 
der  this  Chapter.  The  persons  so  appointed  shall  be  Nayars,  males  or  females,  and  their 
names  shall  be  published  iu  the  Government  Gazette, .  Tho  delegates  to  aid  iu  an  enquiry 
shall  be  selected  by  the  court  in  rotation  from  the  delegates  appointed,  for  .each  court." 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  I  beg 
to  move  that  sub-clause  8  be  deleted. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  {Vaikam  dnm  EMuinamr)  : 

I  have  an  amendment  to  Clause  8.  My  amendment !  is  brought  for¬ 
ward  in  order  to  define  the  functions  of  the  delegates. 

Mr.- S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  '(Mavelikctra,  cum,  KarUkagaili) :  Mr. 
Subba.  Aiyar  has  the  primary  right. 
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PRESIDENT:  Yes. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil) :  I  have 
to  move  an  amendment. 

PRESIDENT:  Yes;  you  may  move  your  amendment. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Sir, 
this  sub-clause  contemplates  that  in  the  matter  of  divorce  there  should 
be  a  jury  or  assessors,  by  whatever  name,  they  may  be  called  here, 

PRESIDENT:  “  Delegates  ”  they  are  called. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  -  Dele¬ 
gates,  to  assist  or  a^d  the  court  in  the  trial.  .  Now  I  beg  to  submit  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  necessity  for  such  a  provision  in  the  Bill.'  I' un¬ 
derstand  that  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  has  taken  the  provision  from  the 
Parsi  Act.  I  may  say  that  the  amendment  does  not  find  a  place  in  the 
Indian  Divorce  Act.  So  far  as  the  Parsi  Marriage  and  Divorce  Act  is 
concerned,  it  is  an  Act  of  18G5,  passed,  I  need  not  say,  many  years  ago-; 
and  therefore  it  is  a  very  old  Act.  I  do  not  say  that  there  is  anything 
wrong  in  adopting  a  provision  from  an  old  Act ;  but  I  say  that  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  led  to  the  provision  being  enacted  in  that  Act  must 
be  that  the  Parsis  as  a  community  are  very  small  in  number.  The  Act 
whose  provision  has  been  adopted  here  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  whole 
of  India  consisting  of  various  Presidencies.  In  each  Presidency  there 
was  to  be  only  one  court,  the  High  Court,  called  a  Parsi  Matrimonial 
Jurisdiction  Court,  and  it  is  open  to  the  Government  to  constitute  more 
courts — for  instance  the  District  Court,  as  Matrimonial  Courts.  :  "We  do 
not  know  whether  such  a  court  has  ever  been  constituted.  Thus  the 
court  that  was  intended  to  try  divorce  cases  was  a  High  Court  or  a  Dis¬ 
trict-  Court.  In  1865-1  do  not  think  there  .was  any  Indian  as  a  Judge  in 
a  District  Court,  or  as  a  Chief  Justice  of  a  High  Court  who  could  sit  in", 
a  Matrimonial  court.  He  was  generally  a.European.  The  P?  rsis  were 
very  few  in  number ;  their  habits,  customs  and  manners  were  not 
known  to  Europeans  and  probably  it, was  thought  that  it  would  be  neces- / 
sary  in  the  interests  of  justice  to  know  something  about  them.  And 
therefore  it  was  evidently  thought  necessary  to- have  delegates.  But  when 
we  come  to  the  Indian  Divorce  Act  of  1869  which  concerns  Christians, 
it  was  evidently  thought  that  such,  a  provision  was  unnecessary.  'Coming1 
to  our  own  country,  w®  are  not  as  a  matter  of  fact  accustomed  to  this 
system.  When  in  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code  an  attempt  was  made 
to  have  the  jury  or  assessors  for  trial  "there  was  very  strong  opposition,  ;• 
with  the  result  that  that  provision  was , dropped'.  .  In  matrimonial  cri¬ 
minal  eases  before  a  SessionsCourt,,.it'is  a  well-known  fact  that  when  . 
a  man  is  charged  with  bigamy  or  adultery  the  court  is  not  aided  by  a 
jury  or  assessors.  We  also  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact:  that,  in  every  ■ 1 
criminal  case  tried  by  a  sessions  court,  they  h&ve.i  got-  either,  a  jury  or  ^ 
assessors  in  British  India.  So  in  the  case  of  a  limited  number  of  trials 
which  concern  a  very  limited  number  of  people  like  the  Parsis,  whose 
habits  and  manners  were  not  known  to  the  Judges,  that  provision  was  put 
in  several  years  ago.  But  what  is  our  condition  here?  Our  Munsiffs  who 
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are  to  exercise  jurisdiction  under  this  Bill  are  Brahmins,  Nayars,  Ezhavas 
and  other  Hindus  or  Christians,  and  every  one  of  them  knows  the  habits 
and  manners  of  the  Nayars  very  closely.  .  That  being  the  c.ase,  it  is  absolu- 
tely  unnecessary  to  have  a  certain  number  of  people  to  assist  the  court  in 
deciding  as  to  whether  the  evidence  adduced  by  the  respondent  or  peti¬ 
tioner  is  reliable  or  otherwise.  When  we  have  no  precedent  for  having 
jurymen  or  assessors  before  our  courts, I  think  the  amendment  is  absolu¬ 
tely  unnecessary.'  In  Clause  6 — I  am  anticipating  it — the  whole  proceed¬ 
ings,  it  is  said,  should  be  in  camera,  I  think  those  words  ‘in  camera ’  do 
not  . appear  in  the  Parsi  Act.  That  is  also  one  of  my  reasons.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  do  not  think  that  any  proper  case  has  been  made  out  to 
co-opt  delegates  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  an  opinion.  Further, -the 
amendment,  as  it  stands,  does  not  say  v.  hat  the  powers  of  these  dele¬ 
gates  are,  whether  their  verdict  should  be  binding  on  the  court  as  jurymen 
or  whether  their  verdict  will  be,  as  in  the  case  of  assessors,  merely  advisory 
and  whether  in  such  cases  anything  should  be  done  by  the  court.  All 
these  matters  are.  not  covered  :  by  the  amendment.  In  the  absence  of 
specific  provision  as  to  what  exactly!  the  powers  are,  and  as  to  who 
should  exercise  these  powers,  and  in  view  of  ihe  broad  fact  that  there  is 
no  precedent  so  far  as  Travancore  is  concerned,  and  seeing  that  the 
habits,  customs  and  manners  of  the  Nayars  are  we’1 -known  to  every 
judicial  officer,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  encumber  the  Statute 
by  means  of  a  provision  requiring  the  delegates  to  consider  the  question  as 
to  whether  there  is  a  proper  case  for  divorce  or  not.  With  these  words 
;  I  move  that  the  Clause  be  deleted. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILL  Alt  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) ; 
May  I  have  the  total  population  of  the  Parsis  ? 

'  Mb.  V.  -.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ;  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil): 
That  idea  struck  me  in  the-  morning ;  but  I  had  not  the  Census  Report 
before  me.  The  population  must.be  very  small,  certainly  much  less  than 
•  the  Nayars. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Mtumanur)- 
Sir,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  amendment  is  to  delete  the  whole  Clause.  My 
amendment  is  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  Clause  a  sentence  by  which  the 
functions  of  the  delegates  might  be  defined  so  that  the  Clause  might  be 
made  clear  and  definite.  /  I  may  be  permitted  to  submit  that  these  two 
amendments  may  be  put  together  so  that  the  House  may  be  able  to 
judge  which  of  the  amendments' should  be  preferred.  ^ 

PRESIDENT  :  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  necessity  for  putting 
the  two  amendments  together.  Your  amendment,  Mr.  Ramakrishna 
;rPillai,  is  that  the  sUb-dlaUse  is  necessary,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  has  moved 
that  the  sub-clause  be  deleted.  I  cannot  put  the  two  amendments 
together  to  the  vote  or  allow  them  to  be  discussed  together.  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar’s  amendment.may  be  discussed  and  toted  upon.  If  that  is  carried,, 
your  amendment  does  not  come  in,  and,  if  it  is  not  carried,  you  can 
then  move  your  amendment.  . 
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Mb.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  \Vaikam  cum  Ett'umamr)  : 

I  may  be  permitted  to  mention  a  difficulty.'  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  amend¬ 
ment  is  to  delete  the  whole  sub-clause.  My  amendment  is  to  add..  If 
my  amendment  is  accepted,  then  it  will  mean  that  the  Clause  should 
stand. 

PRESIDENT :  You  cannot  move  your  amendment  now.  But 
in  opposing  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  you  may  say  that  this 
is  your  proposal.  You  may  say  that  these  are  the  functions  of  the  de¬ 
legates,  and  you  may  press  upon  the  House  that  the  Clause  may  be  so 
defined.  - 

Mr.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI :  (Faikam  cum  Ettmnanur ) : 
Yes,  Sir;  I  oppose  the  .deletion  of  that  Clause.  My  suggestion  is  that 
the  sub-clause  might  be  made  clear  and  definite  by  the  addition-  of -the 
following  words  .at  the  end  of  it : — 

“And  the  decision  on  the  facts  shall  be  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  delegates 
before  whom  tbe<trial  is  held,  questions  of  law  and  procedure  alone  being  determined  by 
the  presiding  Munsiff.”  ■ 

With  this  addition  I  submit  that  the  Clause  will  be  clear  and  the 
functions  of  the  delegates  will  be  more  clearly  defined.'  If  my  suggestion 
is  accepted,  I  submit  that  the  Clause  should  be  maintained  in  view  of  the 
fact  thatthe  enquiry  will  be  made  Inore' easy  with  the  aid  of  the  delegates 
in  such  an  enquiry.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  said  that  the  Parsi  Marriage  Act 
did  not  contain  a  provision  to  conduct  the  trial  in  camera.  .Jt  is  not' 
so.  The  Parsi  Marriage  Act  does  contain  a  provision  to  the  effect  that 
the  trial  should  be  held  within  closed  doors.  In  .  view  of  that  fact 
and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  peculiar  function  -  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  is  to  decide  questions  of  fact,  I  beg  to  oppose  the  amendment 
to  deleate  the  whole  Clause.  I  may  also  be  permitted  to  point 
out  that  in  the  Matrimonial  Causes  Act  of  1852  passed  by  the  British 
Parliament— 

Mr-  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Read  Sirhar  Vahil)  :  May 
I  ask  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai  whether,  in  all  civil  trials  in  original  cases,  * 
the  court  is  not  generally  assisted  by  a  jury  in  England  ? 

Mr.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  {VaiJcam  cum  Ettumanur): 
Ordinarily  the  court  is  assisted  by  a  jury.  Nevertheless  ^it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  insert  a  special  provision  in  the  Matrimonial  Causes  Act  to 
the  effect  that  the  decision  of  the  jurors  with  respect  to  questions  of  fact 
in  divorce  proceedings  should  he  binding  on  the  judge.  I  submit  that 
this  provision  is  exactly  the  same  as  in. the  Parsi  Marriage  Act.'  'The  . 
Malabar :  Marriage  Commission  in'  their  enquiry  ,  have  made  certain 
observations  with  regard  to  the  necessity  for  a  similar  provision.  They 


--in.,  public  courts  of  ju 
provision  in  the  propos 
issues  of  faot  in  mairir 
cation  of  either  party  b 


uuu  matter  which  deserves.  special  notibe.  lit  would  bo  a  groat 
f  fact  relating  to  conjugal  frailty  wore  ro&ued  for.  trial  to  a 
aud  the  n  ‘cessity  for  scandalous  and  demoralising  revelation 
stieo  thereby  averted.  .  .  •  •  .  •  I  would  introduce  a 

ed  Act  making  it  competent  to  the  District  Munsiff  to  refer 
lonial  suits  to  a  caste-Pauchayat  to  be  constituted  on  the  appli- 
-  the  suit  or  by  tile  court  itself  of  its  own  motion  aud  rendering' 
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■  [Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai.]  ' 

its  verdict  final  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  relativo  to 
trials  before  arbitrators.  The  revival  of  suoh  tribunal  fpr  the  trial  of  matrimonial 
suits  has  been  suggested,  by  a  considerable  number  of  educated  Malayalis.  It  is 
however  feared  that  the  casto-Pancliayat  may  not  work  well  and  may  bo  found  wanting 
in  judicial  impartiality.'  But  I  am  not  without  a  firm  belief  that  if  it  is  carefully  cou- 
!  stitutod  and  encouraged  it  will  be  accepted  by  the  people  with  all  its  imperfpgtions  as  a. 
very  appropriate  subsidiary  tribunal  for  the  investigation  of  delicate  questions  of  con¬ 
jugal  infidelity.” 

.  Thus  we  see  that  that  question  was  also  before  the  Malabar  Marri 
age  Commission  and  they  considered  that  such  a  course  would  be  accept¬ 
able  to  the  community.  In  the'  present  provision  also  the  attempt  is  to 
aid  the  court  in  such  matters  especially  with  reference  to  the  decision 
of  facts.  My  suggestion  is  that,  if  the  Clause  is  made  clear  and  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  facts  is  left  to  the  delegates  proposed  -  to  be  constituted  by  the 
Clause,  the  proposal  will  be  acceptable  to  the  people  and  the  decision  in 
the  trial  of  divorce  cases  will  be  more  satisfactory.  Therefore  I  beg  to 
move  the  amendment. 

PRESIDENT:  You  mean  you  oppose  the  amendment  ? 

Me.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum' Ettummur)' 
In  opposing  the  amendment,  I  offer  my  suggestion  and  move  my  am¬ 
endment  also.'  ,  ■ 

'  PRESIDENT:  That  will  come  later  on.  You  will  have  to  move 
it  after  this  amendment  is  disposed  of. 

1  Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalaptizha) :  *1  also  oppose 
the  amendment  proposed  by'  Mr.  Subba  Aiyaf.  In  addition  to  the 
reasons  given  by  Mb  Ramakrishna  Pillai,  with  a  wealth  of  learning 
and  wisdom,  I  would  point  nut  that  there  .are  additional  reasons  also. 

:  My  learned  friend  referred  to  the  Indian  Divorce  Act,  and  there  he 
pointed  out,  that  no  such-  provision  like  the  one  existing  in  the  Parsi 
Marriage  and  Divorce ‘Act  exists.  He  commented  Upon  the  old-age  of  the 
-Parsi- Marriage- and, Divorce  Act.  .  But  the  difference  in  age  between 
the  Indian  Divorce  Act  and  Parsi  Marriage  Act  is  after  all  only  a  period- 
of  four  years.  On  .  ihat  ground  very  little  can  he  pressed  -  seriously. 
The  one  was  passed  in  1865  and  :  the  other  in  .  1869.  That  is  all  the 
difference,  Purther,  at  various- Stages,  by,  a  number  of  amending  re¬ 
gulations,.  the  last  of.  which,,  as.  noted  in  the  book  I  have  get 
before  me, is  one .  of  1920,  that  Act  has  been  dealt  with  and, 
kept  jup-to-date.  The  alterations,  introduced-  left,  the  -  question 
of  “’delegated”  untouched.  If  the  Parsis  thought  that  it  was 
.  .irtipossifcle  for  theur  .to  dispense  ywith  the  aid  of  delegates  in  the 
trial  of  their  matrimonial'  cases,  I  fail  to  see  whaj;  turns  upon,  the  old 
\  age  of  the  Act-  at  was  emphasised1  'by. -my  friend.  Let  us  also  take  into 
.  consideration  yet  another  fact-  The  Indian  Divorce  Act,  as  well  as,  the 
Parsi  Marriage,  and  Divorce  Act,  invest  the  District  Courts  or  the  High 
V.yCoiU’ts'  -with  jurisdiction  for  the  ..entertainment  and  trial  of  -  matri- 
-  h'm'diiial  cases.  Nevertheless,  the  House  in  accepting  -the  amendment 
)  nrophscct.by  Mr.  Goyinda  Menori  declared  that,  for, the  purpose  of  the  trial 
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of  Nayar  matrimonial  cases,  the  District  Mnnsiff  would  be  empowered  to 
hear  them.  Undoubtedly,  there  is  a  gulf  of  difference  between  a  District 
Mnnsiff  and  a  District  Judge.  Starting  as  we  do  at.  the  lowest  rung  of 
the  judiciary,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  some  extraneous  assistance 
is  absolutely  necessary.  In  view  of  the  amendment  already  carried 
we  have  to  start  with  the  District  Mnnsiff.  His  knowledge  may  be 
very  great.  But  if  I  am  allowed  to  speak  extra-officially,  that  is  to 
say,  through  knowledge  gleaned  outside  official  records,  I  may  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  House  strange  intensions  of  ignorance  through 
the  mass  of  learning  of  judicial  officers,  as  where  a  Munsiff  confounded 
“tadis”  of  land  as  having  something  to  do  with  .logs  of  timber!  So: 
in  spite  of  the  close  knowledge,  whicl>my  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  credit  the  District  Munsiffs  with,  through  the  whole  of  Travan- 
core,  of  the  customs,  manners  and  the  inner  working  of  a  Nayar  house¬ 
hold,  I  would  submit  that  I  am.  not  prepared  to  place  undeviating  trust 
in  them.  Sir,  I  have  personal  experience  of  District  Munsiffs  who,  in 
deciding  suits  relating  to  marumakkatkayam  families,  simply  ask  whether 
the  ICaranavan  has  joined  in  the  document  as  if  that  would  settle  every¬ 
thing.  Judges  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  peculiar  ways,  shifts 
and  devices  of  the  Karanavan  are  easily  bamboozled  and  a  reference  to 
law  reports  will  hardly  suffice  to  solve  the  questions.  Thus  the  tarwads 
may  be  seen  running  the  risk.  Such  being  the  ease,  I  first  of  all  chal¬ 
lenge  the  statement  of  my  friend  when  he  says  that  every  Munsiff  pos¬ 
sesses  a  pretty  close  knowledge  of  all1  the  .situations  of  a  marumakka- 
thayam  family.  I  challenge  in  seriously  and  therefore 'it  is  that  I  want 
extraneous  assistance  to  be  afforded  to  these  people.  Pavther,  Sir,  we. 
are  enterirg  upon  an  experimental  .stage.  My  friends  Mr.  E.  Parames- 
varan  Pillai  and  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  doubt  whether  Mr.  Govinda 
Menon’s  amendment  has  got  the.  support  of  the  community  behind  it. 

I  also  share  the  doubt  whether,  his. amendment  has  got  the  support  of the 
community,  but  I  would  bow  to  the  decision  that  has  beep  made  by 
the  House.  I  do  not  know  whether  my  community  would  accept  the 
law  as  it  is,  passed  by  the  members,  of  the  House.  So,  lam  pacifying 
the  sentiments  of  my  community  in  this  respect.  I  thought  of  a  paral¬ 
lel  instance  as  prevailing  in  a  very  enlightened  community  like  the 
Parsi  community  which  thinks  that  such  a  hedging  is  necessary  in  the. 
interests  of  their1  females.  It  is  with  all  these  views  that  I  put  forward 
the  measure  with  respect  to  the  . association  of  the  members  of  the  com-., 
munity  to  assist  in  or  to  go  into  the  proposed  dissolution  of  marriages. 

Then,  with  respect  to  the  side  question  raised  by  my  friend 
'  Mr.  Bamakrishna  Pillai  whether  an  addition  is  not  necessary  to  clearly 
define  the  function  of  the  delegates,  I  am  perfectly  at  one  with  him  in 
thinking,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary.  In  fact,  it  was  by  a  regret¬ 
table  oversight  that  I  did  not  reproduce  it  at,  the  time  when  I  submitted 
my  amendment.  It'was  too  late  in  the  night  and  in  groping  through  the 
Statute  books  I  somehow  or  other  chanced  to  omit  it. .  Therefore,  I  am 
very  glad  to,,  accept  the  amendment  that  has  been  moved  by  Mr.  Bama- 
krishna  Pillai  and  very  sorry  that  I,  have  to  disagree  with  my  learned 
friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar, 
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[Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai.] 

Mli.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
The  wisdom  of  Munsiffs  and  Judges  has  been  commented  upon  rather 
elaborately.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  remarked  that  Munsiffs  were  very  learned 
and  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai — 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  said 
that  they  were  acquainted  with  the  habits. and  manners  of  the  people  of 
Travancore. 

Mu..  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : . 
Learned  in  the  usages  and  manners.  I  suppose  that  is  perfectly  correct. 

(. Laughter .)  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  would  say  that  the  District 
Munsiff  knows  nothing  about  it.  District  Judges  may  not  always  be 
better.  I  may  also  speak  about  my  experience  of  the  capacity  .of 
judicial  officers.  One  Munsiff,  when  he  was  in  North  Travancore,  gave 
a. decision  to  a  party  in  which  he  applied  .the  Hindu  Law  to  a  case  bet¬ 
ween  Syrian  Christians.  (Laughter.)  I  argued  that  case  in  the  High 
Court  and  both  the  learned  Judges  had  a  hearty  laugh  at  the  Munsiffs 
expense.  But  the  decree'  was  not  modified.  (.Laughter.)  Some  years 
afterwards  I  found  a.  Judge  of  the  High  Court  himself  falling  into 
a  similar  error  ( laughter ) .  by  quoting  the  law  of  one  community  to 
decide  a  case  between  the  members  of  another  community.  When  the 
High  Court  itself  commit  these  mistakes — :- 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  (Nominated) :  May  I  know  the  history 
of  that  case? 

.  '  Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
I  think  that  question  would  be  best  ’honoured  by  silence  ( laughter ) 
because  I  do  not  think  the  question  will  elicit  any  fact  useful  to  the 
discussion. 

The  proposed  board  standson  a  different  footing-  If  you  trace  the 
history  of  the  jury  system,  Sir,  it  Will  be  found  that  if  arose  from  a  system 
of  combination  where  the  men.  of  the  locality  Were  got  together  and  they 
Were  able  to  give  some' information  to  the1  officers  deciding  the  case 
about  certain  things  taking  place,.  It  was  a  conclave  of  neighbours  who 
knew  personally  about  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  principle  now  adopted 
is  similar.  The  members  of  the  Nayar  community  are  "likely  to 
know  more  about  the  actual  life  ,  of  the  Nayars,  the  conditions 
of  the  marriage  and  ordinarily  &e  conditions  of  life  in  Nayar 
tarwads  also. .  I  may  also  refer  to  a  very,  sad  experience  I  had 
with 'one  of  the  District  Judges,  when  I  was  arguing  a  case  shine  , 
ten  years  ago.  I  had  reason  to  say  that  on  the  day  when  a  gift, 
deed  waff  executed  certain  Brahmins  were  sent  for  and  dakshinas 
were  given.  On  that  ground  the  learned  Judge  disbelieved1  the 
gift.  That  is  .ignorance  of  a  colossal  kind.  If  there  is  the  board 
.  as  contemplated  in  this  amendment,  the  judicial  officers  will  not 
fall  into  errors  of  this  kind.  Moreover,  the  members .  of  the  same 
community  sit  along  with  the  judicial  officer  in  deciding  or  helping 
the  disposal  of  these  cases.  It  is  possible  that  many  secrets  maty  be 
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divulged  to  the  court  and  this  is  also  a  fact  -which  we  have  to  take  into 
consideration.  My  learned  friend  Mr.  Subha  Aiyar  said  that  the  Parsis 
were  few  in  number.  I  think  that  fact  is  not  necessary  for  the  discus¬ 
sion,  and  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  could  certainly  have  given  us  the  number  of 
Parsis  in  India.  That  information  is  not  forthcoming;  I  attach  im¬ 
portance  to  the  fact  that  even  the  Parsis, — a  very  civilised  and  a  very 
rich'  and  influential  community  in  India  -even  they  want  such  a  provi¬ 
sion.  Therefore  this  has  been  advisedly  put  in  with  the  express  inten¬ 
tion  of  preventing  grave  dangers  to  the  society — dangers  proceeding  from 
the  ignorance  of  judicial  officers. 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (No  ruinated)  {Deputy 
President ) :  I  regret,  Sir,  I  cannot  see  eye  to  eye  with  my  friend  Mr. 
Narayana  Pillai  or  my  friend  Mr.  Velu  Pillai.  There,  is  no  use  of  im¬ 
peaching  in  this  hall  the  capacity  of  judicial  officers  just  to  help  them 
to  put  forward  an  argument  that  they  have  got. 

PRESIDENT :  Youcannot  say  that  their  capacity  is  impeached. 
But  their  knowledge  is  impeached. 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  ( Nominated )  ( Deputy 
President) :  Yes ;  their  capacity  to  do  their  duty  is  impeached.  Only  in 
that  particular  sense  I  meant  it.  I  do  not  think  any  of  my  friends  doubt 
the  integrity  of  any  of  the  judicial  officers  in  Travaneore.  I  said  that 
there  was  an  attempt  to  impeach  the  capacity  of  the  judiciary  in 
Travaneore  as  justifying  the  introduction  of  a  panel  of  jurymen  or  asses¬ 
sors  to  determine  the  cases  that  are  likely  to  crop  up  in  matrimonial 
alliances. 

PRESIDENT:  It  is  not  their  capacity;  but.it  is  their  ignorance, 
of  customs  and  manners  that  has  been  impeached. 

Mr.  T.  K.  YELtj  PILLAI.  (Trivandrum  coin  Nedumangad) :  -May 
I  know  whether  they  may  not  be  given  more  information  than  that 
which  they  already  possess  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated) (Deputy 
President) :  That  without  the  help  of  these  assessors  the  Judges  would 
not  be  able  to  do  justice  to  one  of  the  parties  is  the  assumption  with 
which  they  have  started.  My  friends  were  developing  their  case  in  this 
way,  i.e.,  the  habits  and  customs  of  the  Nayar  community  are  thoroughly 
kiJown  to  every  member  of  that  particular  community. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Not  neces¬ 
sarily.  ' 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  ( Nominated )  ( Deputy 
President)  :  Then  what  is  the  meaning  of  your  confining  the  member¬ 
ship  to  the  members  of  one  particular  community? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  :  They  are  sure 
to  know  it.  But  others  may  know  or  nny  not,  '  : 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated)  { Deputy 
President) :  If  you  take  modem  civilised  society  into  consideration  as 
it  is  obtaining  in* India,  a  Mahomedan  Judge  is  called  upon  to  adjudicate 
on  a  question  involving  an  intricate  case  of  Hindu  law.  A  Hindu  Judge 
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is  called  upon  to  adjudicate  a  very  complicated  question  of  succession 
and  administration  of  trust  appertaining  to  the  Mahomedan  community. 
The  number  of  matrimonial  cases  that' the  courts  in  Travancore  will  be 
called  upon  to  decide  will  be  very  small  compared  to  the  number 
of  suits  in  which  the  interests  of  Nayar  tarwads  are  being  involved  and 
which  are  being  tried  from  day  to  day  in  our  courts.  No  doubt  the  bulk 
of  the  suits  that  are  filed  in  the  courts  relate  to  the  disagreement  and 
misunderstanding  among  the  members  of  the  Nayar  community.  All 
these  questions  are  now  being  tried  by  a  Judge.  If  the  Judge  is  igno- 
rant  of  law,  that  would  not  be  a  serious  disqualification  to  proceed  with 
the  trial,,  because,  to  say  that  a  Judge  does  not  know  law  is  not  defama¬ 
tory,  but  to  say  that  a  vakil  does  not  kftow  law  is  really  defamatory.  The 
Judge  comes  there  with  an  open  mind.  There  are  the  members  of  the 
Bar  to  place  before  him  the  different  aspects  of  the  question  involved. 
After  all,  what  are  the  complexities  involved  in  the  disposal  of  matri¬ 
monial  cases  ?  There  is  the  delicate  question  of  adultery.  Now,  in  a 
more  serious  manner,  that'  question  halt  to  be'  tackled  by  the  Sessions 
Judge.  As  my  friend  pointed  out,  there  is  the  question  of  cruelty, 
incurable  disease,  insanity,  etc.  Now  these  are  the  simple  questions 
that  a  Munsiff  may  perfectly  try,  and  if  the  decision  of  the  Munsiff  is 
incorrect  in  the  judgment  of  one  of  the  parties,-  the  law  provides  for  a 
regular  appeal.  According  to  the  position  that  is  put  forward  by  my 
friends,  ;  we  introduce  a  new.  species  of  tribunals  in  Travancore  for 
the  first  time  under  which  all  questions  of  facts  shall  be  conclusively 
decided  by  the  verdict  of  the  jury  or  the  assessors  or  delegates  as  the  case 
may  be.  Is  the  country  prepared  to  accept  the  decision  with  reference  to 
the  guilt  or  otherwise  of  the  accused  party  come  to  by  the  jury  ?  Where 
the  consequences  ate  much  more  serious  than  the  questions  of  real  guilt 
of  the  man  and  the  compensation  to  be  decreed— 

Mr.P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapueha) :  May  I  know 
whether  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  is  aware  that  there  is  now  an  attempt 
in  the  Village  Panchayat  Bill  to  introduce  local  bodies  as  judicial 
officers  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President):  That  is  a  perfectly  sound  position,  tfhey  propose  to  introduce 
in  addition  to :  the  existing  .judicial  officers  a  body  of  people  who  are  to  do 
"  work  as  Judges.  That  is  fundamentally  different.  If  my  friends 
say  that  all  matrimonial  cases  should  be  investigated  not  by  one  judicial 
officer  but  by  a  number  . of  judicial  officers; — a  division  bench— or  that  two 
Munsiffs  should  try  matrimonial  cases — .that  is  a  perfectly  intelligent 
’  proposition.  To  say  that  five  people  who  are  judicial  officers  should 
investigate  matrimonial  cases  is  reasonable.  But  it  is  an  anamolous 
position  that  they  want  this  Council  to  commit  itself  to.  There  is  a 
’  judicial  officer  holding  the  balance  even  between  the  parties.  He  is 
supposed  to  do  it  and  he  will  be  making  an  honest  attempt  in  that 
direction.  If  due  to  ignorance  or  incapacity  he  should  go  wrong 
there  is  the  Bar  to  beep  him  in  position,  and  if  in  spite  of  the  help  from 
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enlightened  and  intelligent  vakils  he  still  goes,  wrong,  there  is 
the  appellate  tribunal  to  rectify  the  wrong.  My  objection  to  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  that  provision  is  based  on  a  very  important  principle.  When 
once  the  legislature  recognises  the  desirability  of  introducing  a  system 
of  trial  by  jury  in  a  very  small  number  of  cases  there  is  no  knowing 
where  we  shall  be  landed.  You  require  the  members  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  community  to  determine  that  question  in  a  case  where  larger 
interests  are  at  stake  and  where  communalism  is  likely  to  deflect  the 
course.  A  Mahomedan  might  say:  “  Well  Sir,  I  want  ray  case  to 
be  tried  by  a  Mahomedan  Judge,’’  and  a  Hindu  may  come  forward 
and  tell  us  that  his  case  should  be  posted  before  a  Hindu  Judge.  It  is  a 
question  of  Hindu  Law  which  a  Mahomedan  is  certainly  not  competent 
or  able  to  decide. 

Mb.  T.  K.  YELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
Women  may  not  be  willing  to  give  details  of  certain  things  to  men.  On 
the  other  hand  there  will  be  no  objection  to  them  to  make  a  statement 
to  women.  So  the  amendment  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  few 
women  also.  For  that  reason,  is  not  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  prepared  to 
accept  the  amendment  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KBISHNA  AIYANGAB  ( Nominated )  (.Deputy 
President)  :  I  think  the  Trivandrum  Women’s  College  is  turning  out 
a  lot  of  lady  graduates.  .  It  will  be  good  if  our  graduate  sisters  appear 
in  courts  of  law  and  argue  the  cases  of  ladies,  not  merely  of  the  Nayar 
community  but  of  ladies  generally.  ( Hear,  hear.)  But  at  present  they 
may  be  labouring  under  certain  difficulties.  The  day  will  not  he  very  far 
off  when  they  shall  be  sitting  in  courts  of  law  arguing  in  our  midst  and 
utilising  all  the  resources  at  their  disposal  for  winning  their'  clients’  case. 
Their  presence  may  go  a  very  long  way  to  tone  down  the  gloomy  atmos¬ 
phere  of  a  court  of  law.  I  should  welcome  that  day  if  we  must  solve 
that  difficulty. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  N cdmncmgad) :  May 
I  know  what  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar’s  alternative  proposal  is? 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KBISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated)  .( Deputy 
President)  :  Just  the  solution  which  the  other  communities  who  are  inha¬ 
biting  this  country  have  to  accept  as  the  final  solution.  It  is  undesirable, 
Sir,  as  a  matter,  of  principle— I  am  sure  that  mv  Nayar  friends  are  not 
going  to  misunderstand  me — to  enact  that  Section  leading  to  the  impli¬ 
cation  that  they  have  not  got  faith  in  the  independence  and  impartiality 
of  the  judiciary.  The  consequences  can  never  be  so  serious  as  to  justify 
a  statutory  recognition  of  the  proposition  that  one  community  has  not 
got  faith  in  the  capacity,  in  the  integrity  and  the  impartiality  of  the 
judicial  officers.  When  once  that  impression  takes  root,  as  a  sincere  lover 
of  the  land,  I  should  say  that  will  be  the  worst  day  in  the  history  of 
Travaneore, 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBF  (Nominated)  :  May  I  .know  whether 
Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar. has  got  any  objection  to  the  members  of  other 
communities  constituting  the  jury  ? 
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Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President ) :  I  object  to  the  introduction  of  a  trial  by  jury  whatever  may 
be  the  composition  of  the  jury.  It  is  only  hv  an  accident  that  my  friend 
has  put  in  that  provision.'  I  perfectly  follow  his  position,  I  do  not 
charge  him  with  any  bias  against  the  representatives  of  other  communi¬ 
ties.  But  there  would  be  the  implication.  It  was  his  misfortune  to  go 
to  the  Parsi  Divorce  Act  and  naturally  to  substitute  the  word  ‘Nayars’in 
the  place  of  the  word  ‘Parsis.’  That  was  all.  But  what  are  the  impli¬ 
cations  to  which  we  are  led  ?  We  have  judicial  officers  functioning 
all  over  the  land.  Sir,  it  is  true  that  we  hear  a  lot  in  the  Legislative 
Council  and  in  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly  and  in  the  columns 
of  our  vernacular  papers  about  the  principle  of  communal  repre¬ 
sentation.  But  it  -is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  we  have  not 
yet  heard  in  Travancore  that  a  Nayar  Judge  would  not  do  justice  to  a 
Brahmin  or  that  a  Brahmin  Judge  is  incapable  of  dealing  justice  to  the 
representatives  of  other  communities. 

Mr.  T.  K-  VELD  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum Nedmiangad)  : 
It  was  not  said  that  the  members  of  other  communities  would  not  have 
integrity  of  purpose.  What  I  said  was  that  these  Judges  would  receive 
considerable  assistance  from  the  members  of  the  community  when  they 
were  impanelled  as  a  jury.  That  is  what  I  stated. 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KBISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President)  :  Yes.  The'  question  is  not  what  my  friend  put  in  .  express 
language  but  what  the  implication  underlying  it  has  been.  That  is  the 
light  in  which  I  want  this  amendment  to  be  considered  by  my  friend. 
Personally  1  am  not  a  believer  in  juries  settling  complicated  questions  of 
fact  at  all  in  the  present  state  of  the  country.  Perhaps  I  may  be  regarded 
as  a  reactionary.  My  friends  are  at  liberty  to  differ  from  me.  But  it  is  a 
matter  of  conviction  with  me  that,  in  the  present  stage  of  society,  .the 
country  is ’not  advanced  for  the  introduction  of  trial  by  jury.  Of 
Course,  it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  if  the  trial  in  .  the  first 
.  instance  arose  in  the  District  Court.  The  remedy  will  be  to  allow  a 
second  appeal  even  on  a.  question  of  fact.  In  that,  way  lies 
'  the  solution  of  the  difficulties  that  are  apprehended  by  my  friend.  I 
myself  do  not  believe  that  the  dire  consequence  apprehended  by  my 
friend  will  ensue  as  a  result  of  not  making  the  provision  that  has  now 
been  placed  before,  the  House-  I  do  not  want  this  Council  to  commit 
itself  to  such  a  doubtful  proposition; ;  for  I  think  that  it  may  seriously 
prejudice  if  not  jeopardise  the  administration  of  justice  .  when  we  once 
recognise  the  necessity  of  introducing  communal  juries. 

With  reference  to  the  observations  of  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Piliai,  he  read 
out  certain  portions  from  the  report  of  the  Malabar  Nayar  Commission  . 
I  am  at  one  with  the  suggestion  in  that  report  that  in  those  cases  a.  jury 
probably  comprised  of  members  of  that  community  will  be  able  to  dis- 
pose  of  such  cases  more  satisfactorily  than  a  single  Judge.  The  Civil 
Procedure  Code  does  not  stand  in  the  way  of  the  petitioner  or  the 
counter-petitioner  asking  the  court  to  refer  the  case  to  a  Panchayat 
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consisting  of  five  individuals  named  by  the  petitioners  themselves.  The 
Civil  Procedure  Code  provides  for  references  by  arbitration  at  the  in¬ 
stance  of  the  parties  concerned.  For  the  moment  we  will  ignore  the  fact  of 
other  communities  having  marital  relations  with  Nayars.  For  the  present 
we  will  just  assume  that  the  petitioner  is  a  Nayar  or  the  respondent  is 
a  Nayar.  In  such  a  case,  do  my  friends  believe  that  their  interests  will 
be  best  served  by  a  communal  Panchayat  ?  The  party  has  only  to  ask 
the  court  to  refer  it  to  a  body  of  intelligent,  respectable  and  enlightened 
men  undertaking  to  abide  by  the  award.  The  law  does  not  prevent; 
them  from  doing  so.  I  say  it  is  a  perfectly  open  remedy.  In  that  way 
•we  can  avoid  communal  misunderstandings.  The  appointment  of  a.  num¬ 
ber  of  arbitrators  at  the  specific  request  of  the  parties  is  the  proper 
remedy. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  NedutnangcidT)  ■:  May 
I  have  a  rough  number  or  percentage  of  the  cases  that  have  been  decided 
by  a  reference  to  arbitration,  in  my  friend’s  experience  ? 

Bao  Bahadur  K.A.  KRISHNA  AI YAN GAB  ( Nominated )  ( Deputy 
President)  :  Unfortunately  it  is  very  small  in  number.  My  experience 
is  that  in  the  majority  of  cases  people  seem  to  have  a  greater  confidence 
in  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  judiciary  than  in  the  decision  of  the 
arbitrators  that  they  select.  Is  that  the  fault  of  the  legislature  ?  The 
Civil  Procedure  Code  has  provided  a  panel  for  the  disposal  of  questions 
of  this  particular  type.  In  connection  with  this,  there  was  an  obser¬ 
vation  that  such  cases  need  not  be  tried  in  public.  I  believe,  in  the 
larger  interests,  that  dirty  linen  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  washed 
in  public.  I  am  not  a  believer  in  the  theory  of  a  deterrent 
effect  by  the  exposing  of  the  depravity  and  the  defects  ofj  human 
nature.  I  have  all  along  been  against  the  publication  of  these 
divorce  court  proceedings,  in  the  newspapers  ’ of  the  country.  That 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  introduction  of  this  trial  by  a  body  of 
delegates  to  be  appointed  by  the  court.  Sir,' at  this  stage,  I  do  .  not  go 
into  the  question  of  the  composition  of  the  delegates,  and  I  am  just  say¬ 
ing  that,  even  if  it  was  to  consist  of  the  Brahmin,  the  Nambudiri  and  the 
Foil  Tampuran  and  all  the  rest  of  it,  I  would  object  to  it.  In  fact,  the 
moral  effect  of  the  introduction  of  that  board  would  be  the  same  and 
any  amount  of  reference  to  the  Parsi  Divorce  Act  and  its  provisions  will 
not  be  a  justification  for  the  introduction  of  the  same  in  Travancore. 
For  these  reasons,  I  support  the  amendment. 

Mr»  A.  HOOGEWEKF  (Nominated)  :  The  provision,  as  it  stands, 
seems  to  be  harmless.  But  if  Parsis  can  have  members  of  their  own 
community  to  help  them  in  deciding  matrimonial  eases  for  divorce 
and  .other  things,  I  do  not  exactly  see  the  opposition  to  the  Nayars 
also  having  a  similar  system. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  A 
little  louder  please,  /  v 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated !) Now,  the  whole  finding  in 
the  matter  seems  to  be  the  implication  in  the  speeches  made  by  the 
mover  of  the  amendment  and  those  who  supported  him,  that  Magistrates 
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and  Munsiffs  are  incompetent  to  try  such  cases.  Mr.  Velu  Pillai 
brought  forward  examples  of  a  Munsiff  who  belonged  to  South  Travan- 
core  not  being  able  to  understand  the  language  in  North  Travancore. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
No,  I  did  not  say  that. 

,  PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  said  that. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha )  :  I  said  that. 

Mb.  A.  HOOG-EWERF  {Nominated)-.  Yes;  I  beg  your  pardon. 
He  said  that  the  Munsiff  could  not  understand  the  lingo.  Now,  I  think, 
that  is  a  very  far-fetched  specimen-  Everybody  in  South.  Trp.vancore 
understands  Malayalam  as  well  as  any  man  in  North  Travancore.  He 
might  have  his  own  way  of  talking  it.  Some  syllables  maybe  longer 
than  those  used  in  North  Travancore  and  some  may  be  shorter.  But 
they  learnt  their  Malayalam  in  the  classes  and  I  think  it  is  asking 
us  too  much  to  believe  that  a  Vellala  Munsiff  or  a  Brahmin  Munsiff 
does  not  understand  the  wavs  and  customs  of  the  Nayar  community  in 
North  Travancore.  That,  I  think,  is  too  big  a  pill  to  swallow.  Such 
an  implication  in  the  speeches  has  given  rise  to  the  protest  made  by 
Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar.  There  is  the  Regulation.  There  are  inde¬ 
pendent  vakils  on  both  sides  to  explain  everything.  These  were  his 
arguments.  But  I  am  in  agreement  with  the  provision  that  ladies  and 
gentlemen  may  be  required  to  help  in  the  disposal  of  such  cases. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Slier  Mlai) :  I  oppose  the  amend" 
ment  proposed  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar.  I  have  been  listening  to  the  argir 
meats  advanced  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  and  then  by  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyan¬ 
gar.  The  arguments  of  my  friend  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  have  been  answered 
by  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai. .  : 

PRESIDENT':  A  little  louder  please. 

Me.,  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Sher'Mlai):  So  far  as  my  friend 
Mr.  Krishna!  Aiyangar’s  argument  is  concerned,  the . '  most. .important 
point  that  he  tn-ged  for  the  attention  of  the  House,  sofar  as  I  have  been 
able  to  understand,  is  that,  if  jurymen  were“requi  red  to  help  in  such  cases, 
it  would  be  opening  upon  this  country  the  'flood-gates  of  jury  system 
trials.  In  British  India  we  have  the  jury  syste  m  trial.  In  England 
We  have  trial  by  jury,  and  why.  not  an  experiment  of  this  kind  in 
a  particular  affair  be  tried  here  also  ?  lam  also  of  opinion  that 
this;  is  not  a  matter  to  he  decided  from  a  technical  and  academic 
point  of  view.'  It  is"  a  matte:  of  sentiment.  The  Nayar  community, 
in  trying  to  adopt  a  divorce  law,  does  not  want  that  their  inner  life  and 
the  secrets  of  the  bed  chamber  should  be  exposed  to  persons  who  do  not . 
belong  to  their  community.  I  think  that  they  are  justified  in;  thait  view.' 
It  is.  a  matter  to  be  viewed  more  from  the  sentimental  stand  point 
than  from  the-  academical'  and  legal  stand  point  and  as  such  the 
objection  of  Mr,  Subba  Aiyar  must  fall  to  the  ground.  ' 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Sir, 
when  I  moved  my  amendment  I  thought  I  did  make  it  perfectly  clear 
that  I  did  not  oppose  the  amendment  on  the  ground  that  the  Parsi  Act 
is  old.  I  did  not  distinctly  say  that  it  was  an  old  Act  and  on  that  ground 
the  provision  therein  should  not  be  ignored.  But  what  I  stated  was 
that  the  Parsis  are  very  few  in  number.  My  friend  asked  me  what 
the  population  was.  ,  It  must  be  below  a  lakh,  much  smaller  than  the 
Nayars.  That  is  all  that  I  can  say  in  the  matter.  In  those  days 
it  was  evidently  thought  that  their  customs  and  manners  could  not 
be  understood  by  Europeans  and  it  was,  therefore,  that  such 
a  procedure  was  put  in-  My  friend  suggested  that  it  might 
have  been  deleted  by  the  Amending  Act.  Once  you  give  a  privilege 
or  a  power  or  whatever  it  might  be,  it  is  rather  difficult  to 
ignore  it.  Further,  I  had  distinctly  stated  that  in  the  186-9  Act 
which  relates  to  the  divorce  of  Christians  there  was  absolutely  no  neces¬ 
sity  for  the  empanelling  of. the  jury,  and  although  Mr.  Hoogewerf  support¬ 
ed,  he  must  know  that,  in  the.  case  of  divorce  proceedings  among 
Chirstians,  there  are  no  Chirstian  jurymen  to  assist  the  Judge  or  the 
High  Court  as  the  case  may  be. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  Umbidapueha)  :  My  I  know 
from  Mr,  Subba  Ai.yar  how  many  divorce  proceedings  have  taken  place, 
between  Christians  for  the  last  five  years  ?  * 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional Mead  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  am 
aware  of  oneGase  and  that  case  was  not  tried  by  a  jury.  ( Laughter.)  ,  Will 
my  friend  -Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  tell  me  how  many  proceedings  there 
were  among  Nayars  on  that  ground-? 

PRESIDENT :  You  cannot  put  him  a : question. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (■ Additional  Head  Sirkar  Valdt) :  I  beg 
your  pardon.  But,  all  the  saip.e,  it  was  only  a  Case  which  came  up  befor  e 
a  court  very  many  years  ago  and  that  divorce  case  was  not  decided  by 
jurymen.  All  the  same— 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated) :  May  I  know  whether  Mr. 
Subba  Aiyar  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  among  Catholics  there  is.no  divorce 
at  all  ?  . 

Mb.  V.  •  SUBBA  AIYAB .  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vcikil):  X' 
think  that  Christians  consist  of  Catholics  and  other  denominations 
also,  so  that  my  remarks  should  not  be  understood  to  mean  only  with 
reference  to  Catholics. 

So  that,  it  wa3  on  that  ground  that  in  1869  that  another  Divorce 
Act  was  passed.  It  was  understood  that  there  Was  no  necessity  for  a 
jury.  That  being  the  case,  I  thought  that,  so  far  as  Travancore  is 
concerned,  there  was  no  necessity  particularly  for— 

Mb.  P-  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuaha ) :  May  I  inform 
Mr,  Subba  Aiyar  that  the  number  of  Parsis  .is  more  than. a.  million — . 
nearly  two  millions  ? 
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Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I 
do  not  ;  exactly  know  the  number.  But  I  say  that,  compared 
with  .the  total"  population,  it  seems  to  me  very  small.  My  point 
was  that  when  we  granted  that  the  case  was  triable  by  a  Munsiff,  it  pre- 
supposesd  that  there  were  not  very  many  complications  in  the  matter. 
Secondly,  the  question  as  to  the  appreciation  of  evidence  need  not  neces¬ 
sarily  come  before  a  jury,  because,  as  I  said,  in  much  more  important 
cases  there  is  no  such  jury  to  assist  and  I  am  also  supported  by  another 
circumstance,  viz.,  that,  in  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code,  when  trial  by 
jury  was  sought  to  be  introduced,  there  was  such  a  loud  protest  that  the 
Government  had  to  withdraw  the  whole  Clause. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  How  many 
years  ago,  please  ? 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil 5  :  Ten 
or  eleven  years  ago. 

So,  taking  all  these  circumstances  into  consideration,  seeing  that 
for  a  more  important  thing  there  is  no  such  provision,  and  taking  also 
into  consideration  the  other  circumstance,  viz.,  that,  however  much 
Mr.  Narayana  filial  may  protest  that  South  Travancoreans  do  not  know 
the  customs  and  manners  of  North '  Travancoreans,  the  habits  are  so 
unfamiliar  to  the  persons  living  :.n  Travancore  or  the  officers  constitut¬ 
ing  the  judiciary,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  will  be  any  miscarriage 
of  justice,  especially  when  we  provide  for  an  appeal.  I  do  not  think, 
that  such  a  provision  as  is  contained  in  sub-clause  (8)  is  neces¬ 
sary.  I  have  got  nothing  else  to  add  and  I  believe  that  to  put  the 
sub-clause  in  this  Regulation  will  be  not  in  strict  conformity  with 
acceptable  principles. 

Mr.  A.  HOOG-BWERF  (Nominated),: :  ,1s  trial  by  jury  right  or 
wrong?  , 

PRESIDENT  :.  Abstract  questions  are  not  allowed, 

Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  do  you  press  this  amendment  to  the  vote  of 
the  House  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Yes. 

.  PRESIDENT  ;  I  will  now  put  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  amendment 
to  the  vote  of  the  House  that  sub-clause  8  of  Clause  8  be  deleted. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) : 
My  amendment  is  to  add  the  following  at  the  end  of  the  Clause — 

Rao  Bhabur  K*  A,  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  Have  we  got  the  liberty  of  moving  amendments  to  the . 
main  clause  instead  of  the  proviso  ? 

PRESIDENT:  Yes. 
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Mr.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) : 
Add  at  the  end  of  the  clause  the  following  : — 

“  and  the  decision  on  the  facts  shall  he  the  decision  of  the  majority—’ 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President)  :  May  I  ask  Mr.  Bamakrishna  Pillai  to  tell  us  whether  the 
facts  that  he  contemplates  these  delegates  to  settle  relate  to  the' grounds 
on  which  the  divorce  is  sought  for  and  also  to  the  question  of  com¬ 
pensation  ? 

Mr.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vailtcm  cum  Ettumanur )  : 
Everything,  including  divorce,  compensation  and  allowance. 

PBESIDENT:  All  questions' of  fact. 

Mr.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) : 

“ — The  majority  of  the  delegates  before  whom  the  trial  is  held, 
questions  of  law  and  procedure  a  lone  being  determined  by  the  presiding 
Munsiff." 

I  have  submitted  my  explanation  with  regard  to  the  clause  in  oppos¬ 
ing  the  amendment  put  forward  by  Mi\  Subba  Aiyar  and  I  have  very  little 
to  add  to  the  proposal  now  made  before  the  House.  My  object  is  to  make 
definite  provision  withregard  to  the  fur  c  Ions  of  the  delegates  in  aiding  the 
enquiry.  The  question  whether  delegates  should  be  appointed  or  not 
to  enquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case  was  the  subject  of  controversy  with 
reference  to  the  discussion  on  the  previous  amendment  and  a  serious 
and  unexpected  view  was  taken  of  the  provision  now  contained  in  this 
Clause.  As  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  pointed  out,  the  object  of  the 
Clause  itself  is  to  make  the  divorce  law  acceptable  to  the  community. 
And  as  Mr.  Panjikaran  said,  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  sentiment.  There  is 
absolutely  nothing  underlying  the  provision  to  suggest  that  the  decision 
of  the  District  Munsiff  or  of  the  Judges  of  the  land  is  not  acceptable 
to  the  people  concerned.  It  is  not  because  the'communiiy,  does  not  rely 
upon  the  soundness  of  the  decision  of  the  District  Judge  or  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Munsiff,  but!it  is  simply  because  there  is  a  sentiment  prevalent  that 
the  divorce  law  itself  is  rather  too  much  for  the  community  and  it  is  to 
mitigate  the  rigours  of  that  law  that  this  clause,  vie,,  that  questions 
of  fact,  should  be  left  entirely  to  the  decision  of  the  delegates  to  be 
chosen  from  the  .community,  is  introduced.  It  is  on  this  ground  alone 
that  I  think  the  Clause  might  be  allowed  to  find  a  place  in  the  Section,. 
Eor  these  reasons  I  submit  that- the  Clause  with  the  amendment  may  be 
accepted  by  the  House.  ' 

.  PBESIDENT  :  Do  you  prppose  this  addition  to  the.  clause? 

Mr.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA^  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur)-. 
Yes.  ■  ... 

Mr.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  ( Karunagapalli ) :  I  second  it. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAB  AT  AN  A  PILLAI  (Amhalapuzha):  I  accept  it. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirhw  Vakil) :  I  have 
got  a  word  to  say  on  that  matter.  Of  course  the  retention  of  the  pro¬ 
vision  has  been  accepted.  But  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Bama¬ 
krishna  Pillai  iwants  that  the  delegates  should  also  determine  th$ 
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amount  of  compensation.  That  I  think  is  rather  not  within  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  jury  anywhere.  They  come  to  an  opinion  as  to  wether  the 
marriage  shall  be  dissolved  or  not.  The  amount  of  compensation  is 
always  a  matter  to  be  decided  by  the  court  and  not  by  the  jury.  I  put 
it  in  as  a  mere  matter  of  suggestion  to  my  friend  whether  he  will  not 
find  it  possible  to  withdraw  that  portion  of  it  and  merely  state  that  the 
function  of  the  jury  will  be  to  decide  upon  the  grounds  for  dissolution 
and  not  upon  the  amount  of  compensation. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
May  I  know  whether  Mr-  Subba  Aiyar  is  prepared  to  propose  it 
formally  ? 

Mb  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  No, 
for  I  do  not  want  it  to  be  said  again  that  it  is  a  matter  of  sentiment  of 
the  community.  It  was  therefore  that  I  suggested  it  to  Mr,  Rama¬ 
krishna  Pillai. . 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA, PILLAI  (Vaikarn  cum  Ettu.nannr): 
I  accept  that  proposal. 

PRESIDENT :  Then  you  will  have  to  correct  the  wording  of 
your  amendment  and  see  if  the  House  accepts  it. 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam.  cmn.  Ettumam.ir): 
The  amendment  will  read  as  follows: — 

“and  the  decision  on  the  facts,  in  respect  of  the  grounds  for  .  dis¬ 
solution  shall  be  the  decision  of  the  'majority., 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANG-AR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President)  :  May  I  know  what  according  to  him  nrnst  be  the  function 
of  the  Munsiff?  .  . 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  :  To  apply  the 
law, . ■ .  _ 

,  Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANG-AR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President)  :  Is  he  to  sum  up  ?  :  : 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Amhalapuzha) :  Yes. 

PRESIDENT  :  The  amendment  reads  like  this: ■ 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  clause  the  words  “and’Jhe  decision  on  the  facts 
■in  respect  of  the  grounds  for  dissoTution  shall  be  the  decision  of  the  ma¬ 
jority of  the  delegates  before  whom  the  trial  is  held" — ... 

:  ;  :  Mr.  T.  K.  YE.LU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
May  I  know  whether  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai  agrees  to.  the  insertion  of 
the  Words  “the  final  decision?” 

PRESIDENT:  The  decision  is  appealable. 

Eurther  the  amendment  runs  thus : — 
v  “questions  of  law  and  .procedure-  alone  being  determined  by  (he 
presiding  Munsjf” , 
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Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikarn  cum  Ettumanur) : 
There  is  another  amendment  to  be  made  in  this — “questions  of  law  and 
procedure  alone  as  regards  the  grounds  for  dissolution.” 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil 1:  I 
would  suggest  to  my  friend  that,  once  we  accept  Jhe  amendment, 
consequential  amendments  are  necessary,  viri.,  as  to  what  exactly  should 
be  the  procedure  to  be  followed  by  the  Munsiff.  Bor,  he  has  to  follow 
the  provisions  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  which  does  not  contemplate 
any  jury.  Also  we  have  to  know  what  the  functions  o£  the  Munsiff  and 
the  jury  should  be.  So  that  it  will  be  safer  to  add  a  provision:  “provided 
that  it  will  be  competent  to  the  Government  to  frame  the  necessary 
procedure  to  be  followed  in  such  cases  and  the  functions  of  the  judge  and 
jury  in  the  matter.”  If  such  a  thing  is  done  the  necessary  details  may 
be  left  to  the  Government. 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon ):  I  want  to  move  an. 
amendment  with  regard  to  the  procedure  to  be  observed. 

PRESIDENT:  You  may  make  a  suggestion.  We  are  not  mov¬ 
ing  formal  amendments  now  as  such. 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  {Quilon) :  Instead  of  the  words 
“Government  appointing  persons — ”  insert  the  words — 

“And  the  Government  shall  frame  rules  for  the  appointment  of  persons  'within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  judge  as  delegates  to  try  the  enquiries  and  to  define  their  functions 
and  the  procedure  to  be  observed  at  such  enquiries  and  trials,” 

PRESIDENT  :  That  is  a  different  thing.  ..  The  existing  amend¬ 
ment  is  that  Government  should  frame  rules  for  the  appointment  of 
delegates,  to  define  their  functions'  and  the  procedure  to  be  observed  at 
such  enquiries  and  trials.  Are  you  going  to  leave  the  rules  to  be  framed 
by  the  Government  ?  You  must  define  their  functions  in  the  Statute, 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalaptusha).:'  Their  func¬ 
tions  have  now  been  defined  by  the  amendment. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  wants  a  change  which  can¬ 
not  be  made. 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon):  With  regard  to  the  pro¬ 
cedure,  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  does  not  provide  for  trials  with  asses¬ 
sors.  . 

PRESIDENT :  A  sentence  will  have  to  be  added  at  the  end. 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon)  :  Instead  of  that  I  thought 
that  the  sentence  might  be  altered,  which  would  be  better.  7 

PRESIDENT:  How  will  you  alter  it  ?  Will  you  kindly  state 
your  idea? 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon)  :  The.  Government  shall 
frame  the  rules  for  the  appointment  of  persons  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Judge  or  the  District  Munsiff  making  the  enquiries  ,  under  this 
Chapter  and  also  to  define  their  functions  and  the  procedure  to  be  ob¬ 
served  at  such  enquiries  or  trials, 

.  VoINo,  IV— No.  14,  i 
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PRESIDENT:  There  is  an  earlier  suggestion  of  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  that  a  sentence  may  be  added  at  the  end.  Me.  Sankara  Menon’s 
suggestion  is  about  the  beginning  of  the  Clause. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  We 
may  say  :  “The  Government  may  also  frame  rules  with  reference  to  the 
procedure  to  be  followed  by  the  court  and  empanelling  the  delegates  ” — 

PRESIDENT :  I  think  that  we  may  go  on  with  other  amend¬ 
ments  and  then  we  may  dispose  of  all  those  amendments  and  finally 
the  wording  of  the  Clause  as  a  whole  may  be  examined  and  a  suitable 
wording  adopted.  ' 

Rao  Bahadue  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President) :  I  beg  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  my  friend  the 
mover  the  undesirability  of  confining  the  delegates  to  Nayars.  Probably 
here  again  my  friend  has  simply  copied  the  provisions  of  the  Parsi 
Divorce  Act.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  between  Nayars  and  non-Nayars, 
there  may  not  be  the  very  same  justification  as  in  cases  where  the 
petitioner,  respondent,  co-respondent  and  the  other  members  happen 
to  be  of  a  particular  community.  Would  it  not  be  more  satisfactory  to 
leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Government  to  select  these  delegates  in¬ 
stead  of  making  a  statutory  order  restricting  it  to  Nayars?  If  my  friends 
think  that  that  word  should  be  retained,  I  would  suggest  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  House  the  desirability  of  confining  that  panchayat  to 
cases  where  the  petitioner,  respondent  and  co-respondent  are  Nayars. 
One  can  think  of  cases  in  which  the  respondent,  co-respondent  and  peti¬ 
tioner  are  members  of  that  community.  As  the  law  stands  at  present, 
it  is  a  question  for  consideration  whether  it  is  desirable  to  insist  on  the 
retention  of  the  word  “Nayars”  and  whether  it  would  not  be  more 
satisfactory  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Government  to  select 
those  who  are  to  act  as  delegates. 

-  PRESIDENT  :  What  is  the  definite  amendment  that  you  would 
propose? 

Rao  Bahadue  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President ):  ♦ 

Omit  the  words  ‘the  p'ersoiis  so  appointed  shall  he  Nayars'. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  Tiruvalla)  :  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  believe  that  the  House  has  now  accepted  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  to  the  effect  that  “  the  Government  shall, 
in  accordance  with  rules  to  be  framed,  appoint  the  persons  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  each  District  Munsiff  to  be  delegates  to  aid  in  an  enquiry, 
under  this  Chapter.;  The  persons  so  appointed  shall  be .  Nayars,  males 
or  females,  and,  their  names  shall  be  published  in  the  Government 
Gazette.  The  delegates  to  aid  in  an  enquiry  shall  be  selected  by  the 
court  in  rotation  from  the  delegates  appointed  for  each  court.” 

Rao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  Deputy 
President)  :  No;  tlhat  has  not  been  placed  before  the  House  at  all.  Mr. 
Subba  Aiyar’s  amendment  to  delete  it  was  thrown  out.  If  I  am  required 
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to  bring  a  definite  amendment,  it  will  be:  ‘  The  Government  shall,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  rales  to  be  framed,  appoint  persons  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  each  District  Munsiff,  to  be  delegates,  to  aid  in  an  enquiry  under  this 
Chapter.  Their  names  shall  be  published,  in  the  Government  Gazette. 
The  delegates  to  aid  in  an  enquiry  shall  be  selected  by  the  Court  in 
rotation  from  the  delegates  appointed  for  each  court.’ 

PBESIDENT  :  May  I  suggest  that  it  be  put  in  another  way — 
‘The  persons  so  appointed  shall  be  only  Nayars  in  case  where  the  peti¬ 
tioner,  respondent,  and  co-respondent  are  Nayars?’ 

I  would  say,  “  the  names  of  persons  appointed,,  whether  males  or 
females,  shall  be  published  in  the  Government  Gazette.  ’  That  is  the 
section.  You  need  not  interfere  with  it.  If  the  amendment,  relates  to 
the  second  sentence,  then  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  put 
on  the  list  only  Nayars  in  ease  where  all  the  parties  are  not  Nayars. 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KBISHNA  AIYANGAB  ( Nominated )  ( Deputy 
President):  “  The  delegates  so  appointed  shall  be  Nayars  in  case  where 
all  the  parties  to  the  enquiry  are  Nayars.’’  That  is  my  amendment. 

Mr.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILLAI  ( Karunagapalli )  :  I  wish  to 
know  whether  non-Nayar  ladies  will  be  willing  to  sit  in  open  court. 

Bao  Bahadur  1 \.  A.  KBISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated)  {Deputy 
President):  Instead  of  asking  me  to  give  a  definite  answer,  I  leave  the 
whole  thing  to  the  Government.  I  am  not  putting  forward  any  proposi¬ 
tion.  I  cannot  answer  on  behalf  of  a  large  community.  But  we  shall 
have,  them  if  it  is  possible  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  ladies.  In  view 
of  the  expression  of  opinion  that  I  had  already  given,  I  would  confine 
these  delegates  to  the  Nayar  community  when  all  the  parties  to  the 
enquiry  are  Nayars. 

PBESIDENT  :  What  are  the  |rords  that  yon  add  ?  - 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KBISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominal ed)  {Deputy 
President)  :  “  Where  all  the  parties  to  the  enquiry  are  Nayars,  the  per¬ 
sons  so  appointed  as  delegates  shall  be  Nayars.”  These  are  the  words 
to  be  added  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  sentence  of  sub-clause  (8). 

There  is  another  small  error.  My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  it.  . 
The  first  sentence  deals  with  the  appointment  of  delegates  by  the 
Government.  The  final  selection  is  left  to  the  court.  Probably  it  is 
there  that  necessity  will  be  felt  for  exclusion.  So  the  clause  runs  thus:— 

The  Government  shall,  in  accordance  with  rules  to  be  framed  appoint  persons  with¬ 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  each  District  Munsiff,  to  be  delegates  to  aid  in  an  enquiry  under  this 
Chapter.  Where  all  the  parties  to  the  enquiry  are  Nayars  the  persons  so  appointed  as  . 
delegates  shall  be  Nayars  and  their  names  shall  bo  published  in  the  Government  Gazette. 
The  delegates  to  aid  iu  an  enquiry 'shall  be  selected  by  the  court  in  rotation  from  the 
delegates  appointed  for  each  court  and  in  qp.ee  where  all  the  parties  are  Nayars  the  dele¬ 
gates  shall  all  he  Nayars." 

Mr.  C.  SANKABA  MEN ON  (Quilon):  I  wish  to  know  what 

exactly  is  his  implication  in  this  amendment. 

Bao  Bahadur  K  A.  .KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President )' :  The  implication  is  that  this  enquiry  will  not  be  restricted 
to  Nayars  where  other  parties  come  in.  • 
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[Mr.  A.  Hoogewerf.] 

Ms.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  {Quilon)  :  Is  that  the  only  one  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANG-AR  ( Nominated )  ( Deputy 
President):  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  that  is  the  only  implication.  I  am 
keeping  nothing  on  the  back  of  my  mind,  It  will  look  awkward  that  a 
legislature  should  pass  a  measure  restricting  delegates  to  a  particular 
community  when  probably  one  of  the  parties  is  a  Nayar  and  the  other 
a  non-Nayar. 

Mr.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  YARMA  (Deoaswom  Commissioner )  :  I 
second  it. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum,  cum  Nedumangad ):  I 
oppose  the  amendment  for  this  reason.  The  women  who  will  be  concerned 
in  these  cases  are  Nayar  women,  and  as  my  friend  Mr.  Joseph  Panji- 
karan  put  it  pointedly  before  the  House,  it  is  in  deference  to  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  the  Nayar  Community  that  this  House  generously  passed  the 
previous  amendment.  Now,  questions  of  absolute  justice  and  equity  will 
arise  if  the  discussion  is  carried  on  on  its  own  merits.  As  this  House, 
the  members  jointly  and  severally,  have  generously  accepted  the  position 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  Nayar  community  should  be  respected,  and 
considering  the  fact  that  it  is'  only  Nayar  women 'that  will  be  parties  to 
such  cases  and  that  non-Nayar  women  cannot  be  parties,  I  trust  that 
my  friends  belonging  to  communities  other  than  the  Nayar  community 
will  accept,  the  suggestion,  because,  after  all,  it  is  all  due  to,  the  honour 
to  womanhood.  Other  questions  do  not  arise,  and  I  trust  these  argu¬ 
ments  will  not  be  availed  of  by  the  members  who  are  prepared  to 
respect  the  sentiments  of  the  Nayar  community. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  I  wish  to  know 
whether  there.  ,  is  any  case  in  Which  any  woman. shall  be  figuring  as  a 
party  except  a  Nayar  woman. 

.Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGrAR(iVomwmfed)  {Deputy 
President)  :  She  may  come  in  as  a  petitioner  and  attribute  adultery 
‘to  her  husband  and  it  might  be  alleged  that  adultery  was  committed 
with  a  non-Nayar  woman.  . 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai I  will  explain  the  posi¬ 
tion,  The  Nayar  wife  of  a  Brahmin  puts  in  a .  petition  for  the  dis- 
.  solution  of  marriage  on  the  ground  of  adultery  of  her  husband.  It  may 
ne  that  the. Brahmin  husband  might  have  committed  adultery  not  only 
with  the  Nayar  woman  but  with  the  women  of  other  communities.  In 
this  case  the  non-Nayar  woman  has  to  figure  as  a  co-respondent. 

Mr.  T K.  YELTJ  PILL Al  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 

.  Seeing  that' the  old  expression  in  the*  Clause  has  been  deleted  and  -that 
no  woman  need  be  brought  on  record  as  co-respondent,  that  ques¬ 
tion  has  to  be  answered  in  the  way  in  which  it  will  satisfy  Mr.  Joseph 
Panjikaran.  I  say  that  such  instances  will  not  arise. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated):  I  think  Mr.  Krishna 
Aiyangar’s  objection  is-absolutely  reasonable.  The  former  provision  was 
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passed  and  I  have  voted  for  it.  It  was  on  a  communal  basis.  And 
now,  when  the  husband  is  a  Brahmin  and  the  wife  a  Nayar,  I  think 
the  principle  of  give  and  take  must  be  accepted  and  the  Brahmin  must 
have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  view  on  the  question.  It  must 
not  be  absolutely  the  Nayar  view  that  should  be  represented  there. 
If  you  want  to  introduce  communal  view  in  that  case,  you  must  intro¬ 
duce  it  here  also.  Therefore  I  support  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President) :  There  is  only  one  argument  to  which  I  may  make  a  passing- 
reference,  namely,  the  argument  put  forward  .by  Mr.  T.  Ii.  Velu  Pillai 
on  the  ground  of  chivalry.  I  shall  not  be  considered  to  be  lacking  in 
chivalry  if  I  press  my  amendment  to  the  vote.  No  doubt,  as  he  put  it,  in 
view  of  the  amendment  that  has  already  been  adopted  only  one  could  be 
pro  forma  party.  The  other  party  must  be  either  a  Nayar  or  a  male  re¬ 
presentative  of  some  other  community.  It  is  open  to  that  identical  Nayar 
lady  to  come  forward  as  a  petitioner  imputing  miscondudt  to  the  respond¬ 
ent  in  company  with  a  woman  of  some  other  community.  It  is  not  a  case 
where  it  could  be  said  jurymen  only  will  be  able  to  answer  the  question 
satisfactorily.  If,  as  they  say,  they  know  thoroughly  well  the  ins  and  outs 
of  the  life  in  the  Nayar  tancad,  they  will  probably  be  better  judges 
when  the  charge  of  adultery  is  with  regard  to  a  member  of  the  Nayar 
community  itself.  I  may  say  that  they  may  be  absolutely  incompetent  to 
determine  the  correctness  or  otherwise  in  an  allegation  attributing  mis¬ 
conduct  to  the  husband  in  company  with  a  woman  of  some  other  com¬ 
munity.  The  non-Nayar  woman  in  such  a  case  is  the  cO-respondenf 
though  not  actually  brought  on  record. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  I  wish  to  know 
from  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  whether  such  a  contingency  is  not  possible 
under  the  Parsi  Marriage  and  Divorce  Act. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
.  President)  :  If  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  seems  to  think  that  the 
whole  controversy  is  to  be  settled  from  start  to  finish  with  the  help '  of 
the  Parsi  Regulation,  I  must  say:  “By  all  means,  let  him  have  it.”  But 
I  am  not  prepared  to  refer  to  a  parallel  legislation  in  other  countries  as 
a  means  of  guidance  though  I  am  not  for  excluding  it.  The  Parsi  Re¬ 
gulation -does  not  contemplate  the  marriage  of  a  Parsi  with  a  non-Parsi. 
My  friend  forgets  that.  That  is  the  fundamental  difference. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):.  I  shall  only 
put  a  question.  I  have  my  personal  explanation  for  it.  He  drew  an 
argument  that  a  stranger  to  the  community  may  also  be  implicated.. 
Such  a  contingency,  I  say,  arises  under  'the  Parsi  Act  also.  Why  does 
he  avoid  that  aspect  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President):  The  Parsi  Regulation  distinctly  contemplates  sexual 
union  only  between  Parsis  while  the  Nayar  Regulation  contemplates ' 
union  between  Nayars  and  certain  representatives  of  the  Hindu  com¬ 
munity.  We  are  not  to  be  guided  by  analogy  in  such  matters. 
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[Bao  Bahadur  K.  A  Krishna  Aiyangar.] 

If  a  Nayar  has  got  the  capacity  to  determine  correctly  the  state  of 
things  obtaining  in  the  inner  bed  chamber  in  Nayar  households,  from  that 
very  fact  I  say  that  they  will  be  incompetent  to  judge  the  state  of  things 
obtaining  in  the  bed  chamber  of  some  other  community.  So  it  will  be  un¬ 
fair  for  us  to  say  that  they  shall  be  the  sole  and  the  only  correct  judges  to 
form  correct  conclusions  on  matters  affecting -other  communities  as  well. 
I  simply  point  out  the  basis  of  reasoning  supporting  my  amendment. 
I  am  just  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  the  other  special  reasons 
also,  such  as  the  principle  of  give  and  take  spoken  of  by  my  friend  Mr. 
Hoogewerf.  One  side  is'  absolutely  protected,  namely,  the  case  where 
the  parties  are  exclusively  Nayars.  But  there  is  the  other  side  also. 
There  is  the  incapacity  of  Nayar  delegates  to  judge  the  state  of  things 
with  reference  to  other  communities.  Is  it  their  idea  th'at  all  except 
Nayars  are  incompetent  and  that  only  Nayars  are  competent  to  judge  the 
real  state  of  things  with  reference  to  other  communities  also?  I  do  not 
think  that  position  will  be  seriously  taken  up.  I  just  say  that,  consistent 
with  the  principles  taken  up,  they  may  make  a  similar  concession  to 
other  parties  that  come  before  the  court.  It  is  not  enough  if  the  dele¬ 
gates  are  honest ;  they  should  be  above  suspicion  also.  I  am  merely 
putting  tbe  question  to  this  House,  whether  this  House  believes 
that  the  Parsi  Regulation  is  the  last  word  on  the  subject.  I  am 
.  inclined  to  think  that  the  progress  of  ideas  in  all  societies  will  certainly 
justify  a  more  generous  departure  from  the  Parsi  Regulation,  j  there¬ 
fore  press  my  amendment  to  the  vote. 

PRESIDENT:  .  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar’s  amendment  runs  as  fol- 
.  lows : —  . 

“The  Government  shall,  in  accordance  with  rules  to  be  framed,  appoint  persons  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  each  Distriol;  Munsiff  to  he  delegates  to  aid  in  an  enquiry  under  this 
Chapter.  Where  all  the  parlies  to  the  enquiry  are  Nayars  the  persons -so  appointed  as 
delegates  shall  he  Nayars  and  their  names  shall  be  published  in  the  Government  Gazette. 
The  delegates  to  aid  iu  an  enquiry  shall  be  selected  by  the  court  in  rotation  from  the  de¬ 
legates  appointed  for  each  court  and  in  case  where  all  the  parties  are  Nayars  the  delegates 
shall  all  be  Nayars.” , 

The  amendment  was  then  put  to  the  vote  and  lost,  18  voting  for 
and  24  against.  ■  ■ 

.  Mr.  N.  Ramakvishna  Pillai’s  amendment,  running  as  follows,  was 
then  put  and  carried  : 

“and  the  decision  on  the  facts  in  respect  of  the  grounds  for  dissolu¬ 
tion  shall  he  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  delegates  before  whom  the 
trial  is  held,  questions  6f  law  and  procedure  alone  being  determined  by 
■  the  presiding  Munsijf.” 

Rao  Bahadur  K,  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  {Nominated)  (Deputy 
President ):  Probably  another  question  that  may  arise  is  whether  it  is 
desirable  to  give  the  parties  the  power  of  challenging  delegates  selected 
.  bj  the  court  itself.  Out  of  a  large  number  of  delegates  that  may  be  ap- 
:  .-pointed  by  the  Government  and  attached  to  a  particular  court  dis¬ 
cretion  is  given  to  the  judge  to  make  the  selection.  Therefore  there  is 
no  provision  for  challenging.  \ 
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Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  With,  respect 
to  the  query  I  may  satisfy  my  friend  at  once.  The  Parsi  Marriage  and 
Divorce  Act  itself  does  not  lay  down  that  there  is  right  in  a  party  to 
challenge  the  jury  or  delegates.  All  the  same,  I  will  refer  my  friend  to 
the  decision  reported  in  43  Indian  Cases,  page  71,  where  the  court  ob¬ 
serves  that  the  right  of  challenge  is  available  to  any  party  with  respect 
to  any  delegate  before  the  proceedings  are  started  and,  as  such,  there  is 
no  difficulty.  So  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Bill  with  reference  to — 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Is 
there  any  serious  objection  to  giving  the  right  of  challenge  ? 

Me  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  :  Absolutely  no 
objection,  but  only  the  right  of  challenge  must  be  exercised  as  early  as 
possible  and  it  is  available  to  any  party.  The  rules  also  are  to  be  framed 
by  the  Government. 

PRESIDENT :  The  amendments  to  be  moved  with  reference 
to  this  sub-clause  have  been  exhausted.  The  wording  of  the  sub-clause 
seems  to  be  very  important  • 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Avibalapuzha) :  I  am  prepared 
to  accept  Mr.Subba  Aiyar’s  suggestion  as  regards  the  draft  of  the  Clause 
empowering  Government  to  frame  rules- 

PRESIDENT :  I  would  request  some  member  to  move  another 
amendment  to  give  the  Government  the. power  to  frame  rules.  The. 
amendment  must  be  formally  moved  in  regard  to  that  also. 

Me.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  ( Mavelikara  cum  Kartikapalli )  :  I 
would  suggest  that  the  High  Court  may  frame  rules  to  regulate  the  pro¬ 
cedure,  under  this.Section. 

PRESIDENT :  Do  you  move  it  as  an  amendment  ? 

Me.  S.  KRISHNA  AIYAR  (Mavelikara  cum  Kartihapalli) :  No,  it 
is  only  a  suggestion. 

Mb.  G-  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyijattinkam) :  “  Gov¬ 

ernment  may  also  frame  rules  prescribing  the  procedure  to  be  followed 
under  this  Chapter.” 

Me  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  do 
not  know  whether  that  will  quite  do.  We  have  the  provision  that  the 
Civil  Procedure  Code  shall  apply.  Eor  what  particular  purposes  the 

rules  may  be  framed  must  be  stated  in:  detail. 

ME.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirmalla) :  It  must  be 
said  that  the  rules  to  be  framed  may  supplement  the  provisions  of  the 
Civil  Procedure  Code  because  the  provisions  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Code 
will  be  generally;  the  law.  Supplemental  rules  may  be  made. 

PRESIDENT  ;  I  am  afraid  you  will  have  to  think  over  it  before 
you  go  on. 


1034  TRAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.  [10TH  J  ONE  1924 

[President.] 

The  Council  adjourned  for  lunch  at  2-10  p.  M.  and  re-assembled 
at  3-8  p.  m. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I  have 
an  amendment  ready,  and  if  the  House  has  no  objection,  it  may  be 
adopted.  I  propose  that  the  existing  section  be  marked  as  sub-clause 
(lj  and  the  following  be  added  as  (2): 

“Government  may  also  frame  rules — 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  It  will  have 
to  be  marked  as  (1)  (ii). 

PRESIDENT :  The  existing  sub-clause  may  be  marked  (a)  and 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  amendment  as  (b). 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Yes, 
Sir.  The  following  may  be  added  as  sub-clause  (8)  (6) : — 

“  Government  may  also  frame  rules  providing  for — 
the  qualification  of  the  delegates, 
the  number  of  delegates  required  for  each  trial, 
the  choosing  of  the  delegates, 

the  duties  of  the  Munsiffs  and  of  the  delegates  other  than  those 
specifically  provide  for, 

the  procedure  to  be  followed  in  ease  cf  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  delegates, 

the  interference  by  the  High  Court  with  the  verdict  of  the 

delegates. 

and  generally  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  the  provisions 
of  paragraph  (a)  of  this  sub-sect' on" 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  P  ILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur 
I  would  substitute  ‘selection’  for  ‘choosing.’ 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head,  Sirkr  Vakil) :  I  put  it 
like  that  because  in  the  Criminal  Procedure  Code  the  selection  of  the ' 
jury  is.  spoken  of  as ‘choosing  of  the  jury.’ 

Me.  P  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (.Ambalapuzha)  '.  I  am.  thankful 
to.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  and  I.  accept  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  and  accepted 
hem  con .  . 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated)  {Deputy 
President ):  If  it  will  not  be  out  of  order,  I  would  suggest  a  small 
alteration  to  sub-clause  (5). 

PRESIDENT  :  It  has  not  yet  come  up  for  discussion.  Sub-clauses 
(4),  (5),  (6)  and  (7)  are  standing  over.  We  have  to  go  back  to  them. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  -.  We  may  now 
consider  the  whole  of  sub- clause  (4)  . 

PRESIDENT :  We  now  come  to  sub-clause  (4)  It  reads,  thus  : — 

:  “  Subject  to  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  and  .  the  Limitation  Regulation  applicable  to  . 

appends,  from  original  decrees,  an  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  High  Court  at  the  instance  of  any 
aggrieved,  party  from  any  decision  of  the  District  Munsiff .  relating  to  dissolution,  or 
award  or  both,  except  when  it  relates  exclusively  to  the  costs  ;  and  when  an  appeal  is 
preferred,  court  fee  shall  he  levied  on  the  value  of  the  subject  matter  in  appeal  under  the  - 
Court  Peea  Regulation.” 
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Mb.  V-  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  I 
would  also  add  ‘and  of  the  rules  framed  under  sub-section  (8).  ’ 

Me-  P.  K.  NARAYANA.  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  I  accept  the 

amendment. 

Mb.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur) ' 

I  have  to  move  an  amendment. 

PRESIDENT. :  Does  the  House  accept  Mr-  Subba  Aiyar’s 
amendment,  viz.,  the  words  ‘and  of  the  rules  framed  under  sub-section 
(8)’  to  be  added  to  sub-section  (4)  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  : 
It  is  to  be  added  after  the  words  ‘Civil  Procedure  Code’  in  sub-section  (4). 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ■) :  The  word 
‘and’  may  be  added  subsequently.  ‘Rules  framed  under  sub-section  (8) 
and  the  Limitation  Regulation’  will  do. 

The  amendment  that  the  words  ‘rules  framed  under  sub-section  (S)’ 
be  added  between  the  words  ‘Procedure’  and  ‘and’  in  line  1  of  sub-clause 
(4)  qf  Clause  8  was  then  put  to  the  vote  of  the.  House  and  carried 
nem  con. .  ' 

Me.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur)  : 
Consequent  on  the  amendment  with  regard  to  sub-clause  (8)  I  propose 
another  amendment.  According  to  the  amendment  to  sub-clause  (8) 
questions  of  facts  will  be  decided  by  the  delegates.  I  should  like  to  move 
a  proviso.  It  is  this : 

“ Provided  that  an  appeal  shall  lie  from  this  decision  regardistg  dissolution  only 
when  it  is  contrary  to  some  Urn  or  usage  having  the  force  of  law  or  on  s  nhstanUal  error 
or  defeat  in  the  procedure  or  investigation  in  the  case  which  may  have  produced  an  error  or 
defcdUn  the  decision  and  on  no  other  grounds” 

PRESIDENT:  The  Section  already  reads  thus : — 

“An  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  High  Court  at  the  instance  of  any  aggrieved  party  fro® 

any  decision  of  the  District  Munsiff..... . ...” 

In  addition  you  propose  to  add  a  proviso  ? 

Me.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( yaikam  cum  Ettumanur )  : 
The  proviso  that  I  want  to  add  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  Section. 
My  proviso  is  as  follows  : —  ' 

“Provided  that  an  appeal  from  a  decree  for  dissolution  shall  lie  only  on  the  ground 
of  the  decision  being  contrary  to  some  law  or  usage  having  the  force  of  law  or  of  substantial 
error  or  defect  in  the  procedure  or  investigation  of  the  case  which  may-  have  produced 
an  error  or  defect  intho  decision  and  on  no  other  grounds..'1 

With  respect  to  the  decree  for  dissolution  it  was  provided  that 
the  question  of  fact  would  be  decided  by  the  delegates  and  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  law  or  procedure  alone  need  be  considered  by  the  Munsiff.  My 
amendment  provides  that  an  appeal  with  respect  to  it  shall  lie  only  in 
case  there  is  an  error  of  law  or  of  procedure. 

Me,  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neijyattmkara ):  What, 
about  the  compensation  ? 

'  Me.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur)  -.  With 
regard  to  compensation  the  whole  question  of  law  and  of  fact  should  he 
Vol.  I-V.  No.  13.  '  k 
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decided  by  the  appellate  court.  My  amendment  is  consequent  upon  the 
accepted  amendment  with  regard  to  sub-clause  (8).  According  to  that 
amendment  it  is  provided  that  the  delegates  should  decide  .  questions  of 
fact,  and  the  judges,  only  questions  of  law 'or  procedure.  Naturally  an 
appeal  will  lie  only  with  regard  to  questions  of  law  and  procedure. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  I  second  it. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  With 
reference  to  that  amendment  I  may  say  that  we  have  just  now  provided 
for  interference  by  the  High  Court  with  the  verdict  of  the  delegates, 
if  the  verdict  is  not  in  accordance  with  law  or  usage  having  the  force  of 
law  or  if  there  is  any  failure  of  justice  consequent  upon  any  material 
irregularity  or  any  such  thing.  Therefore,  I  do  not  think  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  provide  specifically  for  the  purpose.  The  words  ‘  relating  to  dis¬ 
solution,  or  award  or  both  ’  may  be  deleted.  ‘  An  appeal  shall  lie . 

. against  any  order' of  the  Munsiff, :  I  believe,  that  will  serve  the 

purpose.  We  have  empowered  the  Government  to  frame  rules.  In 
other  words,  the  High  Court  which  exercises  revisional  powers  in  all 
civil  and  criminal  suits  will  have  the  power  to  interfere  in  these  cases' 
also.  ,  .  . 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHN A  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Mtumamr) : 
I  wish  to  know  whether  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  High  Court 
may  be  interfered  with  by  rules. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  It  is 
only  under  circumstances  of  error  and  failure  of  justice  and  such  other 
circumstances  that  the  High  Court  has  got  the  power  to  interfer#.  It 
-'is  seen  that,  even  as  it  is,  an  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  High  Court. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  Can  we  en¬ 
trust  the  Government  with  the  power  of  defining  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  High  Court  shall  interfere  with  the  decision  of  the 
lower  court? 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
amendment  that  has  been  passed  provides  for  such ,  appeal  in  case  of 
failure  of  justice  or  any  other  error.  ~  • 

PRESIDENT :  You  have  just  moved  an  amendment  empowering 
the  Government  to  frame  rules  with  regard  to  interference  by  the  High 
Court  with  the  verdict  of  the  delegates. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  That  is  in 
regard  to  the  interference  of  the  High  Court  in  regard  to  the  decision 
of  the  delegates.  Now, -in  regard  to  an  appeal  from  the  decision-  of  the 
Munsiff  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  proper  to  invest  the  Government 
with  the  power  of  making,  rules  under  what  circumstances  the  High 
Court  should  interfere  in  any  judicial  matters.  It  is,  therefore,  neces 
sary  that  in  this  enactment  itself  we  should  provide  the  circumstance® 
under/  which  the  decision  of  a  lower  court  may  be  set  aside  on  reference 
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to  the  High  Court.  Whether  on  matters  of  fact  or  of  law,  the  High 
Court  alone  shall  interfere  with  the  judgment  of  a  Munsiff.  It  is, 
I  submit,  a  matter  for  the  House  to  decide  and  that  power  cannot  be 
delegated  to  the  Government. 

PRESIDENT :  According  to  the  amendment  to  sub-clause  (8) 
that  has  already  been  passed,  the  Government  have  been  empowered  to 
frame  rules  regarding  the  circumstances  under  which  the  High  Court 
should  interfere  with  the  verdict  of  the  delegates. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  That  is 
entirely  revisional. 

Me.  K.  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  { Tirumlla ) :  There  are 
direct  appeals.  In  such  cases,  whether  the  High  Court  is  to  interfere  in 
a  question  of  fact  or  whether  it  should  be  confined  to  cases  of  erroneous 
decision  or  of  procedure,  that  is  a  matter  which  we  must  decide  here 
and  not  by  the  Government  by  the  rules  which  are  to  be  framed. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I 
thought  that  the  verdict  of  the  delegates  should  be  accepted  by  the  ; 
court  and  that  the  court  had  no  voice  in  the  matter.  Eor,  if  the  verdict 
of  the  court  is  final,  it  is  only  under  certain  specified  circumstances  that 
it  would  be  open  to  the  party  to  appeal  to  the  High  Court  to  set  aside 
the  verdict.  Such  circumstances  are  specified  in  the  provision  for  the 
rules  to  be  framed  by  Government  under  sub-section  (8).  Even  at  pre¬ 
sent,  it  is  only  under  certain  circumstances  that  a  party  can  prefer  an 
appeal  against  the  decision  of  the  Munsiff.  So  no  specific  provision  is 
necessary  for  the  purpose. 

Me.  K.  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Timwdla)-.  May  I  draw 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Subba:  Aiyar  to  the  fact  that  the  Government  have 
been  given  the  power  to  frame  rules  only  for  the  purpose  of  directing 
the  procedure  in.  such  suits  and  that  a  special  provision  has  to  be  made 
in  regard  to  the  preferring  of  appeals  to  the  High  Court  ?  ' 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  'Even 
if  the  rules  are  framed  they  cannot  be  expected  to  be  exhaustive.  It 
was  practically  agreed  to  by  the  House  that  Government  should  have 
the  power  to  frame  rules  in  respect  of  these  matters.'  If  we  mean  pro-. 

.  viding  a  separate  Section  for  each  cpntingeney  we  shall  have  to  insert  so 
many  Sections.  The  power  of  appeal  is  there.  The  only  question  is  as 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  one  can  prefer  an  appeal. 

Mr.  G.  PABAMESVARAN  .PILLAI  (Nei/yattinkara) :  I  wish 
to  know  from  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  whether  it  should  not  be  specifically 
provided  that  there  shall  be  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  lower 
court  in  regard  to  compensation. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Yes, 
Certainly.  I  only  oppose  the  special  proviso  of  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai. 

Mb.  P.  K.  N  ABA  YANA  PILLAI  (Ambalaimzha) :  I  think,  Sir,- 
that  ,  the  right  of  appeal  being  the  creature  of;  the  Statute,  it  is  better  that 
we  include  the  right  of  appeal  within  the  scope. of  the  Bill.  Therefore, 

X  think  Mr.  Ramakrishna  Pillai’s  amendment  is  acceptable.  My  friend’s 
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contention  with  respect  to  the  power  given  to  the  Government  relates 
only  to  the  question  of  disturbing  the  verdict  of  the  jury  and  not  of 
the  Munsiff.  In  the  latter  case  it  is  necessary  that  the  scope  of  the 
appeal  must  not  he  absolute  and  that  the  High  Court  should  not  be  allowed 
to  roam  over  the  whole  question  of  fact.  It  is  for  that  purpose  that  a 
specific  provision  is  required.  I  therefore  think  that  it  must  be 
accepted. 

Mn.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikmn  cum  Etkonvmur) ; 
My  submission  is  that  the  provision  relates  to  the  right  of  appeal  and 
that,  as  such,  it  should  not  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Government.  We 
do  not  say  anywhere  in  the  Clause  that  the  verdict  of  the  delegates  is 
final.  It  is  necessary  therefore  to  define  ,  what  exactly  is  the  nature 
of  the  verdict  given  by  the  delegates,  whether  it  is  final  or  whether  an 
appeal  shall  lie  on  the  decision  of  the .  delegates.  That  question  can¬ 
not  be  left  to  be  governed  by  rules  to  be  framed ‘by  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  It  is  ordinarily  not  so  done  anywhere,  the  question  being  a 
question  of  right.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  necessary  that  an 
amendment  like  this  should  be  accepted.  I  have  no  objection  to  chang¬ 
ing  the  wording  of  the  amendment  and  making  it  shorter.  That  may 
be  done.  If  there  is  any  other  suggestion/I  am  willing  to  adopt  it. 

.Eao  Bahaduk  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Dejmty 
President ) :  I  am  just  suggesting  for  my  friend’s  consideration  whether 
“provided  that  the  order  of  the  court  below  as  regards  dissolution  shall  not 
be  varied  by  the  High  Court  on  the  grounds  of”  etc.,  will  not  be  sufficient. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalaptaha);.  That  is  the 
proper  form. 

.  Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla):  I  would .  sug¬ 
gest  ;the  following  form : — 

“No  appeal  .shall  he  against  a  decision  of , the  District  Munsiff  relating  to  the 
dissolution  of  marriage  except  on  the  ground  of  the  decision  being  contrary  to  some  law 
or  usage  having  tho  foroo  of  law,  or  cf  some”— 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  defective  in  grammar.  It  must  be 
.  ‘to.”  ■  ;  ■ 

'•  Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Birkar  Vakil) :  It  is 
correct.  He  is  only  reading  from  the  other  Code. 

■  Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  "PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  “or  of  some 
substantial  error  or  defect  in  the  procedure  or  investigation  of  the  case,;  wliich  may  have 
produ  oed  error  or  defect  in  the  do  cision  of  the  case,  and  on  no  other  ground,  ” 

.Me.  P.-  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  For  the 
expression  “relating  to”  I  would  suggest  “in  so. far  as  it  relates  to.’’ 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)  :  It  is  only  tho 
language  that  was  used  in  his  previous  amendment  that  I  am  now 
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Mr.  P.  K-  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  There  are  two 
grounds  and  that  is  why  I  say  ‘'in  so  far  as  it  relates  to”  is  better.  In 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  dissolution,  it  shall  not  relate  to  the  other. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  K  Paramesvaran  Pillai  was  put  to  the 
vote  and  carried. 

PBESIDENT:  We  will  now  proceed  to  sub-clause  (5).  It  reads 
as  follows: 

‘■(5)  Insofar  as  It  awards  payment  of  compensation  or  costs,  ail  order  of  the 
^District  Munsiff  or  an  order  passed  on  appeal,  .shall,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Limitation  Regulation  regarding  the  execution  of  decrees,  be  executed  as  a 
decree.” 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil)-.  I 
have  got  an  amendment  to  that  Clause,  which  has  been  printed  in  the 
agenda.  It  is :  Add  the  following  at  the  end  of  (sub-clause  (5)  : 

“Provided,  however,  that  an  order  of  a  Mnnsiff  awonlinrj  compensation  shall 
become  executable  only  on  payment  of  court  fee  on  the  sum  adjuiljed'' 

Now  my  reason  for  putting  in  that  amendment  is  that  in  the 
case  of  execution  of  decrees  by  the  respondent  he  should  be  required 
to  pay  court  fee.  It  was  moved  by  Mr.  P.  T.  Thomas  that  the  respond¬ 
ent  should  be  asked  to  pay  court  fee  ^on  any  claim  for  compensation 
that  may  be  made  in  the  written  statement.  I  did  not  speak  either 
for  or  against  that  motion  for  the  reason  that  the  legislature  has 
followed  one  definite  course  of  assessing,  court  fee  on  the  compensation 
decreed.  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  paid  a  compliment  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Legislature  when  it  enacted  the  Nayar  Begulation  of  1088.  I  would 
appeal  to  him  to  remember  that  in  discussing  my  amendment.  Now, 
in  -the  first  place,  the  Nayar.  Begulation  accepted  this  proviso  and 
it  was  found  necessary  that  before  a '  respondent  applied  for  execution 
of  the  decree  as  to  compensation,  the  respondent  should  be  asked  to 
pay  court  fee  on  the  decreed  amount.  That  was  the  provision  there. 
It  was  the  provision  in  the  Bill  introduced  by  Mr.  K,  P.  Eaman  Pillai. 
It  was  the  provision  that  was  found  when  Mr.  Changanachery 
Paramesvaran  Pillai  submitted  a  Bill  himself.-  And  I  do  not  see  why 
that  should  be  omitted  by  the  Select  Committee.  I  may,  before  con¬ 
sidering  some  of  the  objections  that  were  raised  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion  of  Mr,  P.  T.  Thomas’s  amendment,  say  that  we  have  com¬ 
mitted  ourselves  by  enacting  that,  before  an  order  of  compensation  is 
executed  by  a  respondent,  the  respondent  should  pay  court  fee,  when  the 
House  passed  the  Ezhava  Bill  through  the  second  stage.  So  that,  that 
.has  been  accepted  in  the  Ezhava  Bill.  The  Ezhava  respondent  has 
to  pay  court  fee.  I  have  spoken  so  far  as  regards  the  policy  of  the 
legislature  on  the  previous  occasions.  I  dp  not  see  that  any  case  has  been 
made  out  for  a  departure  in  the  case  of  the  Nayar  Begulation.  Now 
in  regard  to  the  general  principle  of  levy  of  court  fee  itself,  it  was  sug¬ 
gested  that  court  fee  should  be  paid  only- on  the  claim  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff.  Court  fee  will  be  paid  on  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff  and  the 
court  will  be  satisfied  with  it,  provided  the  decree  is '  executed  by  the 
plaintiff.  But  whenever  a  defendant  executes  it— 
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Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambcdapmha ) :  May  I  know 
whether  there  is  any  provision  with  respect  to  the  payment  of  compen¬ 
sation  in  the  Cochin  Nayar  Regulation  ? 

Me.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (.Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  do 
not  want  Mr.  Narayana  Piliai  to  copy  the  Cochin  Nayar  Regulation 
when  it  suits  him. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandnm  cum  A redumangad)> 
Let  him  answer,  Sir,  before  he  proceeds. 

PRESIDENT :  The  answer  is  implied. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  When 
we  copy  the  Cochin  Regulation,  we  should  copy  it  in  every  other  matter 
and  I  say  that  that  Bill  was  not  introduced  in  this  Council  and  it  was  not 
discussed  and  therefore  that  should  not  be  adopted  as  a  safe  guide. 

•  Leaving  alone  that  aspect,  let  us  discuss  it  on  the  merits  of  the  case. 
So  far  as  our  law  is  concerned  we  have  committed  ourselves  to  a  definite 
policy.  When  the  defendant  wants  to  have  a  decree  executed,  he  must 
pay  court  fee.  During  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Thomas’s  amendment,  it 
was  said  that  in  a  partition  suit,  or  in  a  suit  for  accounts,  when  the 
defendant  gets  a  decree,  the  court  should  realise  the  court  fee  when  the. 
party  applies  for  execution.  That  is  a  point  which  distinctly  supports 
my  theory  that  the  policy  of  the  legislature  is  that  court  fee  should  be 
paid  before  the  defendant  applies  for  the  execution  of  the  decree.  Then 
going  to  the  other  argument  that  in  the  case  of  improvements  it  is  not 
■  done,  I  may  at  once  say  that  in  the  case  of  .mortgage  suits  there  is  a 
specific  provision  that  court  fee  need  be  paid  only  on  the  mortgage 
amount.  Though  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  regards  payment 
of  court  fee  it  was  ultimately  decided  by  the  High  Court  in  a  full  bench 
ruling  that  no  court  fee  need  be  paid,  but,  all  the  same,  the  decree  was 
'  that  the  plaintiffs  do  recover  the  property  on  payment  of  such  and  such 
an  amount.  The  decree  was  not  in  favour  of  the  defendant.  In  the 
case  under  consideration  it  is  the  respondent  that  applies  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  decree -and  not  the  petitioner  plaintiff.  Whether  we  take  the 
analogy  of  partition  account  or  mortgage  suits,  or  the  policy  of 'the 
legislature,  the  amendment  is  necessary.  I  therefore  appeal  to  the 
House  not  to  stultify  itself  by  rejecting  the  amendment  after  having.' 
laid  it  down  in  the  Ezhava  Bill.  The  Council  should  not  make  a 
.  communal  distinction  in  the  .matter. 

.  ,  Me.'  N.  KUMABAN  (Nominated) :  Why  not  we  make  an  amend¬ 
ment,  in  the  Ezhava  Regulation  ? 

Mr. 'V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  ValeiD:  It  is 
too  late  to  think  of  it  now. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  .KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated) 

'  (Deputy  President):  I  second  the  amendment. 
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Ms.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLA1  (Ambalapimha) :  I  oppose  the 
amendment.  My  friend  appealed  to  my  sense  of  fairness  when  he  said 
that  some  of  the  existing  provisions  of  the  Nayar  Regulation  hap¬ 
pened  to  prove  commendable  to  me  and  that  therefore  I  must  accept  the 
other  Sections  also.  If  that  is  the  case,  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
Nayar  Regulation  should  be  amended.  Then  he  said  there  must  be  uni¬ 
formity  with  regard  to  the  Nayar  Regulation  and  the  Ezhava  Regulation. 
So  far  as  that  is  concerned  I  would  say  that  the  Ezhava  Regulation 
may  be  amended. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  SirUr  Vakil) :  It  has 
been  passed  by  the  Comieil. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapnzhd) :  The  third 
reading  is  not  yet  over. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AJY Ml,  [Additional  Head  SirkarVaHi ):  But  the 
non-official  members  cannot  make  any  amendment. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalapuzhci)  :  Government 
reserve  the  power  of  making  amendments.  Then  with  regard  to  the 
Court  Pees  Regulation,  evidently  my  friend  is  confounding  a  good  deal. 
Certainly  I  concede  the  fact  that  there  are  provisions  in  the  Court  Fees 
Regulation  where,  before,  an  execution  is  taken  out, °  in  regard  to  the 
execution  of  certain  decrees,  court  fee  has  to  be  paid.  But  they  are  all 
decrees  in  suits.  That  distinction  is  conveniently  forgotten. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  May 
I  know  what  difference  it  makes  so  long  as  it  is  a  decree? 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  ;  Let  me  give 
my  arguments. 

And  then,  my  friend  said  that  this  is  a  petition  which 
comes  under  the  preceding  Sections  which  have  been  accepted.  If,  as  a 
matter  of  fabt,  for  any  petition  payment  of  court  fees  on  the  ad  valorem 
scale  is  necessary,  I  would  ask  my  friend  to  consider  payment  of  court  fees 
under  the  Insolvency  Regulation.  A  receiver  is  appointed  and  lakhs 
and  lakhs  of  rupees  are  decreed;  yet  absolutely  not  a  cash  is  made  payable 
in  the  shape  of  court  fees  for  the  payment  of  such  amount.  I  ask,  was 
not  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  quite  alive  then?  That  is  the  sort 
of  thing  done  in  the  case  of  a  petition  under  the  Insolvency  Regulation. 
Here  also  it  is  a  petition..  It  is  the  business  of  the  court  to  take  it  up. 
To  say  that  there  must  be  payment  of  court  fee  for  that  is  not  correct. 
Evidently  the  wisdom  of  the  Cochin  ,  legislators  is  for  this  provision 
being  deleted,  though  there  are  other  provisions  in  .that'  Regulation 
which  are  not  good  for  our  purpose.  With  reference  to  the  judgment, 
of  the.  High  Court  my  friend  would  have  probably  interpreted  the 
whole  Court  Pees  Regulation  quite  the  other,  way.  But  the  High  Court 
has  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  litigants.  Considering  all  these  facts 
the  House  should  take  into  consideration  the  ordinary  case  of  petitions 
and  the  difference  that  would  exist  in  an  ordinary  suit.. 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA,  AIYAR  {Additional . Head  Sirkcvr  Vakil):  Sir, 
the  analogy  of  the  Insolvency  Regulation  is  absolutely  without  force, 
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because  there  is  no  order  of  the  court  which  is  sought  to  be  executed 
by  any  particular  individual.  And  the  provision  in  the  Insolvency  Re¬ 
gulation  is  that,  when  the  debtor  is  not  in  a  position  to  pay  the  creditors, 
a  receiver  is  appointed  and  he  takes  the  assets  of  the  judgment  debtor. 
All  the  creditors  who  are  not  in  a  position  to  realise  their  amounts,  will 
realise  very  little  if  all  of  them  are  allowed  to  file  suits.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  was  in  the  interests  of  the  public  that  such  a  provision  was 
made.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  analogy  between  the  Insolvency 
Regulation  and  the.  Regulation  we  are  now  considering. 

With  reference  to  the  other  aspect,  that  the  one  is  a  suit  and  the 
other  a  petition,  I  do  not  think  that  argument  has  got'  any  force 
whatsoever  because  virtually  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  suit.  The  appeal  ’ 
is  also  provided  for  on  that  basis.  In  this  particular  case  it  is  not  on 
the  amount  of  compensation  claimed  but  it  is  only  on  the -amount  decreed 
in  favour  of  the  respondent  that  he  has  to  pay  court  fees. 

I  do  not  see  why  a  departure  should  be  made  in  this  particular  res¬ 
pect  and  I  leave  it  to  the  House  to  decide  whether  we  ought  to  he  con¬ 
sistent  or  not. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried, 

PRESIDENT  :  Sub-clause  6  runs  as  follows  : — 

“  Save  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  inconsistent  with  anything  contained  in  this  Section, 
the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  relating  to' the  trial  of  a  suit  shall  apply 
to  all  proceedings  under  this  Section: 

Provided  that  all  proceedings  under  this  Section  either  before  a  oourt  or  before  a  com¬ 
missioner  appointed  by  a  court  shall  he  held  in  camera  and  that  the  publication  of  any 
aoeount,  excepting  the  final  order  and  decree  4 of  such  proceedings,  shall- be  punishable 
with  simple  imprisonment  for  a  term  of  six  monthB  or.  with  fine  which  may  extend  to 
Rs.  1,000  or  both  :  % 

Provided  also  that  the  parties  may  give  evidence  against  each  other  by  means  of 
affidavits  uud  may  bo  compelled  to  appear  to  give  oral  evidence,  only  for  cross-examina¬ 
tion  and  re-examination  on  the  affidavits.” 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon ):  I  propose  the  following 
amendment.  Insert  the  woi’ds  ‘or  %oith  rules  framed  by  Government  under 
"Sub-Sedan  3’  between  the  words  ‘  Section  ’  and  1  the 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PIRLAI  {Ambalapuzha) :  I,  accept  it. 

PRESIDENT :  You  have  to  insert  those  words.  Then  it  will 
read  as  follows : — 

“  Save  in  so  far  as. they  may  he  inconsistent  with  anything  contained  in  this  Section  or 
with  rules  framed  by  Government  under  sub-section:  8,  the  provisions  of  tho  Code.  ” 

.  .  The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  House.  . 

■  MR.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( QiUlon ).:  In  the  proviso,  after  the 
.words  .“  in  ca  ;;.era,  ”  I  propose  that  the  words  ‘  the  press  and  the  pubr 
lie  shall  be  excluded’  he  inserted.  I  move  thia  amendment  because 
there  is.no  provision  specifically  authorising  the  court  to  exclude  them. 

.  Mu.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirlcar  V ahil) :  In 
camera  means  not  in  open  court- 
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Me.  C.  SANK  ABA  MENON  ( Quilon ):  “Camera”  means  the 
Judge’s  private  room. 

The  amendment  fell  through  for  want  of  seconding. 

Me.  C  SANKABA  MENON  ( Quilon ) :  I  beg  to  bring  in  ano¬ 
ther  amendment :  for  the  words,  ‘  excepting  the  final  '  order  and 
decree  ’  substitute  “excepting  the  decretal  portion  of  the  final  order  and 
decree.  ” 

Bao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KEISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President)  :  May  I  know  from  Mr,  Sankara  Menon  whether  taking  the 
copy  of  the  judgment  by  the  appellant  to  his  vakil  for  presenting  the 
appeal,  would  not  be  publication.  I  merely  ask  for  information 
whether  according  to  him  he  would  object  to  the  judgment  being  put 
into  the  hands  of  the.  counsel  by  the  appellant. 

Me.  C.  SANKABA  MENON  (Quilon) :  The  counsel  also  will  have 
to  go  to  the  office”  The  whole  proceedings  will.  have  . to  be  put  into  his 
hands.  Therefore  I.  stated  ‘  the  publication.  ’. 

PRESIDENT:  Has  that  been  seconded ? 

As  the  motion  was  not  seconded  by  anybody  it  fell  through. 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  {Deputy 
President)  :  Sir, the  Clause  as  it  stands  is  likely  to  penalise  the  party 
who  takes  the  papers  to  his  counsel  who  must  be  entitled  to  get  cer¬ 
tified  espies  from  the  court  below,  the  judgment,  the  decree  and  the  evi¬ 
dence  that  was  recorded,  both  oral  and  documentary.  Naturally,  he 
takes  these  papers  to  his  counsel  and  leaves  them  with  the  counsel’s  clerk. 
As  the  Section  stands  that  may  be  regarded  as  publication.  Please 
excuse  me,  Sir.  I  overlooked  the  presence  of  the  word  “  account”, 
therefore  I  have  no  objection  to  the  Clause  being  passed  as  it  stands. 

PRESIDENT :  I  think  it  would  be  better  if  we  state  that  “ pub¬ 
lication  of  any  account  of  such  proceedings  except  the  final  order  and 
the  decree  theredn  shall  be  punishable.” 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuxha)  :  .1  have  no 
objection  to  accept  the  suggestion  made  from  the  Chair  and  I  am  thank¬ 
ful  for  the  same. 

The  amendment  was  accepted. 

PRESIDENT  :  Then  we  go  to  Clause  7  which  runs  as  follows  : 

“  fhe  costs  decreed  in  favour  of  the  petitioner  may  be  made  payable  by  the  co-ro  ?- 
pondent  to  the  proceedings,  if  aiiy.” 

.Do  you  mean  partially  or  wholly,  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai'? 

'  Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapwha)  :  There  is  the 
power  of  the  court  to  order  the  whole  or  part  of  .the  cost.  The  Civil 
Procedure  Code  does  not  contemplate  divorce  proceedings.  In  all  the 
Divorce  Acts  it  is  particularly  provided  for  the;  costs  being  made  paya¬ 
ble  by  the  co-respondent  also,  if  any. 

PRESIDENT  :  In  sub-clause  (5)  you  say  “in  so  far  as  it  awards 
payment  of  compensation  or  costs,  .an  order  of  the  District  Munsiff,  ”  etc- 

That  relates  to  the  trial  of  a  suit.  . 
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Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (.Ambalapuzha)  ;  But  in  addition 
to  that  I  have  made  this  particular  provision.  The  costs  as  against  co¬ 
respondent  should  be  provided  for.  But  it  is  in  the  discretion  of  the 
court  to.  make  him  also  pay  costs.  The  Par  si  Act  allows  the  award 
of  costs  as  against  the  faulty  party,  the.  co-respondent. 

PRESIDENT:  Your  amendment  to  the  Clause,  as  it  stands, 
may  not  be  quite  right.  So  we  will  have  to  say  “notwithstanding  any¬ 
thing  contained  in  sub-clause  (5)  the  petitioner.” 

Mil  P.K.  NAB  A  YANA  PILLAI  (Ambal'jfutzha) :  Even  if  the 
costs  are  decreed  against  the  respondent  the  court  should  have  power  at 
the  proper  stage  to  make  the  co-respondent  also  pay  the  same.  The 
cost  incurred  by  the  petitioner — 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President ):  It  must  be  under  the  decree. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {AmbHpuzha):  lres.  It  may  be 
.made  payable  by  the  co-re.spondent  to  the  proceedings  if  any 

PRESIDENT  :  '  Do  you  object  “to  decreed  in  favour  of  the  peti¬ 
tioner  ’? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AJYAR  [Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  But 
all;  the  same  the  wording  is  in  order.  The  costs  decreed  in  favour  of 
the.  petitioner  may  be  made  payable  by  the.  co-respondent  also  to  the 
proceedings,  if  any, 

.  PRESIDENT:  If  you  say  “incurred  by  the- petitioner”  will  it 
not  include  all  the  costs  incurred  by  the  petitioners  for  the. award  of  the 
court?  :  •  ■ 

Mb.  K.  PAR  AMES  VARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)  :  Why  do  you 
change  the  word  “decreed"  ? 

:Mr.  P.K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI -  (.Ambalapiizha) :  Petitioner’s 
/costs  are  decreed  and  that  may  be  made  payable  by  the  co-respondent 
also, 

:  PRESIDENT  :  It  was  pointed  out  that  it  clashes  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Code  and  in  sub-section  6  we  have  stated 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Civil  Procedure  Cede  apply  to  the  trial  of 
divorce  proceedings.  In  order  to  avoid  any  further  inconsistency 
we  may  say :that.' “notwithstanding  anything,  contained  in  sub-clause” 
";etc..;/.:  .'  • 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (. Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  ■ ,  There 
is  no  inconsistency.  -  ’/■  '  AM  i'  .  ' '  :v  ■: 

‘  PRESIDENT  :  If  there  is  no  inconsistency,. it  is  all  right. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional-  Head  Sirkar  :  Vakil) :  It 
.may.be  made  payable  by  the.  co-respondent  also,  if  any. 

Sub-clause  7  was  accepted.  •  -  - 
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PRESIDENT  :  Then  we  proceed  to  Sub-Clause  9  which  runs  as 
follows:  - 

“During  an  enquiry  lor  dissolution  of  a  marriage  under  this. Chapter,  the  court  may 
from  time  to  time  pass  such  interim  orders  and  make  such  provisions  in  the  final  order 
as  it  may  deem  just  and  proper  \mh  respect  to  the  custody,  maintenance,  education  and 
marriage  of  the  minor  children,  the  marriage  of  whose  parents  is  the  subject  of  snc;h 
enquiry.’’  . 

Could  you  suggest  a  better  expression  than  “the  subject  of  such 
enquiry?” 

Mb  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAl  (Ambalapuzha)  :  That  is  the 
language  of  the  Parsi.  Act.  If  .  anybody,  would  suggest  a  better; 
language  I  would  adopt  it. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  i  Additional. Head.  Sirkar  Vakil) :  .  Of 

course  the  same  expression  is  in  the  old  Act. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAl.  (Anibalapuzha) :  We  may 
substitute  the  words  “  the  .dissolution  of  the  marriage  of  whose  parents 
is  the  subject  of  such 'enquiry". 

The  amendment,  as  week  as  the  amended  sub-clause,  were  accepted 
by  the  House. 

PRESIDENT:  There  are  other  amendments  which  we  post¬ 
poned  for  consideration  yesterday,  of  which  Mr.  Subha  Aiyar’s  amend-, 
ment  has  been  put  and  carried.  I  think  we  have,  done  with  the  amend¬ 
ments  np  to  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai’s  yesterday.  ;  j  .. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President )  :  Yes.  Eourt.e.en  ,  amendments,  after  .  the  amendment  of 
Mr  M.  N.  Pillai  were  reseived  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran. 
Pillai,  of  which  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s  amendment  has  been  disposed  of.  ;  Yv 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved : 

Mb.  A.  Govinda  Menon  (Ahmgad  cum  Parur).:. 


„U«se  f  1- 1  Lines  2  and  3-  Delete  the  Words  “  after  dotonniniug  the. amount  of  - 
Compensation,  if  any  ”  and  substitute  the  words  “  enquire  into  the  grounds  alleged  in  the 

petition  and  on  proof  of  such  grounds  shall  \ 

Mb.  C.  Sankara  Msnox.  (Quilon) :  . 

<!„!,  clause  (11  Linos 2  and  3.  Delete  the  words rafter  ■  determining  the  ^ amount  i 
of  oomponsatioh  if  any  ”  and  add  at  the  end  of  the  first  son  enco  the.  words  “  and  then; 
pwcood  to  determino  and  decree  the  amount  of  compensation.  ,.  ;  .  ;  ;  ^  . 

Mg.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  (Neyyattinkara) : 

Sub-clause  (1).  Line  2.  .Delete  “  after,  determining  the  amount  of;  compensation  y 
^  aDLine4.  Add  at  the  end  etthe;  words  “;andth6n  proceed  to  detetmiue  tho  amount  of . 


compeusatipn  if  any-  ’ 

-  M.-B.  Mad’H&YA  ••  1  itflctnayditta);- 

Sub-oiausc (1).  Lino  3.  Ondt  “  >f  MU'- ■ 
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Me.  M.  E.  Madhava  Vabiae  ( Ghengaimir  cum  Pattancmtitta) : 

Sub-clausa  (2)  Delete  the  sub-clause. 

Mb.  N.  Kumaban  ( Nominated )  :  • 

Delete  sub-olanso  2  and  substifute;the  following  ' 

Subject  to  the  'provisions  of  the  Limitation  Regulation,  every  order  of  the  District 
MmisifE  awarding  compensation  under  this  Section  is  appealable  and  executable  as  a  deeree 
under  the  Civil  Procedure  Code. 

Mb.  V.  Subba  Aiyab  ( Additional  Head  Bihar  Vakil )  : 

Sub  clause  2-.  Lino  1.  Insert  between  “ Procedure ”  and  “ and  ”  the  words  “the 
Civil  Court  Regulation,  ” 

Line  3.  Delete  the  words  “to  the  High  Court”. 

M.  A.  Govinda  Menon  ( Alangad  cum  Parur) : 

Sub-clause  2.  Lines  3  and .41.  Delete  the  words11  the  award  of  compensation  or 
from  any  part  of  such  award  ”  and  substitute  the-  words  “the  decision  of  the  District  . 
Munsiffi  under  this  Section.  ” 

Mb.  M.  N.  Pillai  (Trivandrum) . 

Sub-clause  (2).  Delete  “(2)’’.  Substitute  the  words  “from  the  decree  "for 
“from  the  Section.  n 

:  Mb.  P.  K.  Nabayana  Pillai  (Ambalapuzha)  : 

Sub-clause  (2).  Lino  4.  Substitute  the  words  “  made  by ’’ for  the  last  “of.” 

Mb.  N.  Kumaban  ( Nominated ) : 

Sub-olause  (3).  Delete  aud  renumber  the  subsequent  sub-plaiises. 

MB.  M-  N.  Pillai  (Trivandrum)'. 

Sub-clauses  (3),  (4)  and  (5).  Delete: 

'  Mb.  A.  Govinda  Mbnon  idlangafioxaa.Pamr) : 

Sub.olause  4.  Add  at  the  end  the  following  proviso  : — 

“  Provided  that  all  proceedings  under  this  Section  shall  be  held  in  camera  and  that 
publication  of  any  account  of  such  proceedings,  except  with  the  express  permission  of 
all  the  parties  concerned,  shall  ho  punishable  with  simple  imprisonment  for  a  term:  of 
six  mouths  or  with  fine  which  may  extend  to  one  thousand  ^rupees  or,  with  both.  ” 

.  PRESIDENT :  Now  we  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Clause 
8  as  a  whole  as  amended. 

Clause  8,  as  amended,  was  put  and  carried. 

Clause  8,  as  amended,  was  added  to  the  Bill.  ' 

Clauses. 

Me.  V.  KUNJUKEISHNA  PILLAI  (GhirayinUil) :  Sir,  on  the 
.  grounds  already  stated  by  me  the  other  day,  I  do  not  move  the  following 
amendment. 

Line  I,  Add  tlie  Avoids  “  or  male'"  after  the  word  “female  ”, 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERP  {Nominated) :  Sir,  I  .propose  to  add  in 
Section  •  9  the:  words  -“of -a  male”,  after  the  word  “female”.  The  idea 
V of  having,  two  wives  at.  this  time  of  the  day  appears  to  me  abhorrent. 
You  have  prohibited  polyandry  by  this  Section..  The  Nayar  Regulation 
prohibiting  polyandry  was  passed  in  1088.  A  woman  taking  a  number 
of  husbands  simultaneously  is  .reprehensible  and  unthinkable.  You  aid 
right  in  making  it  penal  to  do  so.  It  is  now  more  than  a  decade 
since  you  made  that  provision.  Is  it  not  time  enough  to  examine  the 
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position  and  see  whether  we  cannot  make  some  further  progress  ?  If  a 
woman  having  a  number  of  husbands  is  bad,  is  it  also  not  almost  as  bad 
for  a  man  to  have  a  number  of  wives  simultaneously  ?  Is  not  the  Nayar 
community  sufficiently  advanced  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  strict  mono¬ 
gamous  marriage?  There  are  many  sections  of  Christians  distinctly 
less  advanced  than  the  Nayars,  and  they  are  strictly  monogamous.  The 
poor  fishermen  of  the  coast  and  the  Nadar  Christians  are  monogamists. 
In. practice,  most  of  the  Nayars  also  are  monogamous.  Not  a  single 
educated  Nayar  that  I  know,  has  more  than  one  wife,  Why  should  my 
Nayar  friends  not  give  legal  recognition  to  this  custom  by  penalising 
polygamy  also  ?  The  position  of  the  wife  has  become  hard  now,  with 
the  difficulties  placed  in  the  way  of  obtaining  divorce.  It  is  most  un¬ 
fortunate  that  before  the  -  present  .  Amendment  Bill  was  drafted,  the 
present  sense  of  the  community,  was  not  ascertained  by  the  enquiry 
of  a  roving  commission.  If  we  had  done  so,  I  am  sure  the  Sense  of  the 
community  would  not  have  lagged  behind  that  of  the  Ezhavas,  in  whose 
case  99  per  cent,  of  the  witnesses  examined  emphatically  pronounced 
against  polygamy;  and  this  House  has  passed  the  second  reading,  of  the 
Bill  prohibiting  polygamy  also  in  their:  case.  There  is  a  provision  for 
monogamy  in  the  Yellala  Bill  and  there  was  a  chorus  of  congratnla-. 
tions,  even  from  some  .of  the  '  Nayar  ,  members  supporting  this 
provision. 

If  the  Yellala  can  accept  ,  monogamy  and;  if  the  depressed  and  un¬ 
touchable  Ezhava  who  is  prohibited;  from  walking  along  certain  public 
roads  can  also  bo  "content  ,  with  .one;  wife,  I  find  it  extremely  difficult 
to  understand  why  such  a  progressive  and  educated  community  as  the 
Nayar  should  have  a  plurality  of  wives,  especially  as  then- present ‘custom 
and  practice  point  towards  monogamy.  Why,  I  ask  again,  if  our  Nayar 
brothers  across  the  border  in  the  Cochin  State  -are  satisfied  with  one 
wife,  the  Nayars  of  Travancore  ..should  have  more  than  one  ?  It  might 
have  been  all  right  when  woman  was  looked  upon  as  a  slave  or  chattel. 
The  Nayar  woman  is  coming  by  her  own.  Just  tKink  of  two  or  more  edu¬ 
cated  Nayar  ladies  in  a  house,  each  with  children .  and  each  trying  to. 
have  the  first  place  in  the  husband’s  heart;  jealousy .  will  reign  cupreine 
and  they  will  be  tearing  off  eadh  other’s  hair  and  pulling  out  each  other’s 
eyes.  It  will  be  a  case  of  pull  baker,  pull  devil,  every  day.  And  the 
children  would  .be  fighting  like  Kilkenny,  cats.  What  peace  of  mind 
would  the  poor  husband  enjoy  ?  His  time  will  be  greatly  taken  up  in 
settling  his  wives’  and  :  childrens’  quarrels. !  The:  liarem  is  being  done 
away  with  even  in  Turkey.  I  cannot  but  think  :  that  this  provision,  will 
be  a  standing  reproach  to  the  community, 

I  was  great  ly  surprised  and :  disappointed  -to  ■  hear  from  the  mover  of 
the  Bill  that  the  provisions'  in  regard  to  marriage  and  dissolution  are 
based  purely  on  the  idea  that  marriage  is  a  civil  contract— probably  like 
p;  W.  D.  contract  (laughter) .  I  have  spoken .  on  the  spiritual  aspect  of  . 
the  question  and  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  tie,  when  I  spoke  against 
divorce,  on  last  .Saturday,  .  The  Nayars  are  Hindus  and  I  cannot  under- 
stand  why  they  .are.  ready .  to  .undermine  the  matrimonial  bond  of  its  t 
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sanctity  enjoined  by  the  Hindu  religion.  The  njaterial,  the  sexual  and 
the  carnal  is  so  very  evident  in  the  civil  contract.  How  can  the  children 
of  such  a  union  be  brought  up  in  the  love  of  God  when  carnal  pleasures 
stand  foremost  in  the  parents’  minds  ?  India  is  getting  to  be  more 
and  more,  spiritual  every  day  and  should  not  our  social  legislation  help 
towards  her  spiritual  regeneration  rather  than  retard  it?  The  peace 
and  prosperity  of  society,  as  I  stated  before,  is  built  on  the  life  of  the 
family.  If  yon  are. going  to  have  makkathayam  there,  should  you  not 
also  have  monogamy,  which  alone  will  install  the  wife  as  the  queen  of 
the  household,  which  is  her  proper  place  ?  Where  men  alone  are  legis¬ 
lators,  we  have  a  sacred  duty  to  see  that  the  laws  we  make  are  not  one¬ 
sided  and  solely  in  favoiu'  of  the  freedom  of  our  sex.  The  woman  is 
not  represented  in  this  House.  Let  us  just  imagine  whati  a  woman 
representative  would  have  had  to  .  say  on  the  subject.  She.  would  have 
whole-heartedly  stigmatised  the  -  provision  prohibiting  polyandry  and 
leaving  polygamy  alone  as  altogether  one-sided  and  selfish,  and  put  ns 
all  td  shame.  I  am  sure  therefore  that  you  will  all  agree  with  me  in 
my  proposal  to  remove  this  charge  of  one-sidedness,  from  the  provision 
and  pave  the  way  for  the  progress  of  the  community  by  the  formal  aboli¬ 
tion  of  a  custom  which  no  longer  exists  as  a  custom,  and  is  repudiated 
by  the  enlightened  community. 

Mb.  L.  B.  BAJ A  BAJ A  VABMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  ( Edumga-i ) : 
May  I  know  Whether  the  wmrd-  “-male”-  includes  non-Nayar. husbands  and 
Nayar  husbands  or  whether  it  is  intended  only  to  include  Nayar  hus¬ 
bands  ? 

Mb'.  A.  HOOGEWEBE  ( Nominated ):  ■  Both.  ■ 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Ala n gad  cwm  Parar):  I  heartily 
second/  the:  motion:. that  is  bow;:  before  the  Council,.  I  wish  td  extend 
my  knight-errantry  -without  a  /  lance  and.  a  spear  into' this,  field  also. 

PBESIDENT :  Louder,  please. 

;  MB.  a.  GOVINDA/MENQN  Ulangdd ■  cum.  Parur) ,1  wish  to 
extend:  mf ^knight-errantry  without  a  lance  and  a  spear  (laughter)  into 
.  this  field/ also.  ;  But.  I.  would  refrain  fi*om  saying  anything  more  than 
what.  Mr.  Hoogewerf  said,  for  he  said  it  .wen,,  and ’  he  said  it  in  all 
sincereity. 

:  -  PBESIDENT :  I  observe  that  there  arc  amendments  to  the  same 
effect  notified.  -  The  amendments  to  the  same  effect  are  proposed  to  bo 
moved  by  Mr.  Madhava  Varriar,  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  and 
Mr.  Govinda  Menon.  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  and  Mr.  Kumarau  have 
something  more  to  propose  by  way  of  amendment.  I  believe  they'  will 
all  speak  on  this  and  not  move  their  own  amendments. 

MB.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  {Alangad  cum  Parur)  :  I  am  not 
going  to  move  my  'own  amendment  as  it  is  the  same  practically  as.  that 
now  moved  and  discussed.  , 

Mb.  L.  B.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  KOIL  TAMPUKAN  (Edavagai) : 

^re  we  to  assume  that  all  the  amendments  are  moved  ?: 
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marry  again  or  to  have  as  many  wives  as  possible,  so  much  so  that  the 
husband  would  not  go  to  the  court  at  all  for  effecting  a  divorce.  There 
wiil  not  be  that  incentive  for  the  husband.  What  about  the  poor  wife 
who  cannot  bear  the  husband  but  yet  who  finds  it  entirely  difficult  to 
get  a  divorce?  In  these  circumstances  let  , us  see  whether,  after  all, 
the  balance  is  even. 

This  Council  has  a  trust.  You  should  consider  that  the  wife  is  now 
in  a  much  more  difficult  situation  than  she  was  before  the  amendment 
referred  to  above  was  passed.  If  so,  my  humble  submission  is:  “  Let  not 
this  Council  take  away  what  women  can  legitimately  claim,  namely,  the 
rights  of  reciprocity.”  It  may  be  argued,  what  can  the  husband  do  if  the 
wife  is  insane  or  is  suffering  from  an  incurable  disease  ?  She  will 
necessarily  have  to  be  divorced  before  the  husband  can  marry  again. 
Is  it  not  a  pity  that,  in  case  monogamy  is  not  enforced,  be  can 
marry  again  and  at  the  same  time  protect  this  poor  helpless  woman  ?  . 
That  is  one  question  that  may  he  put.  My  only  reply  is:  “look  at  the  other 
side  of  the  picture”.  What  will  happen  to  the  wife  having  a  husband  suffer¬ 
ing  from  the  above  disabilities.  Insanity  and  incurable  diseases  are  not  the 
monopoly  of  women:-  The  husband  may  also  be  suffering  from  insanity 
or  incurable  disease.  The  only  course  left  open  to  the  woman  then  is 
to  seek  divorce.  She  cannot.'  remarry,  unless  she  gets  a  divorce— a 
divorce  without  any  compensation  whatever.  She  must  take  the  risk  of 
getting  a  husband  or  not,  or  die  helpless  without  any  protection  from 
anywhere  else,  because  she  is  adrift  from  the ;  date  on  which  individual 
■partition  is  sanctioned.  •  She  is -completely  adrift.  She  cannot  expect 
anything  from  her  husband.  The  husband  has  divorced  her  or  rather 
she  is  f orced:  to  take  a  divorce  from  her  husband.  -  On  the  other  hand 
What -is  the  compensation  given  to  her  ?  Nothing  whatever.  And  look 
at  the  case  of  the  husband.  The  husband  -  is  quite  safe.  He  can  marry 
again  and  the  chances  of  remarriage  for  the -husband,  Lneed'  hardly  tell 
you,  are  certainly  more  favourable  than  for  a:  divorced  wife.  It  Will  be 
extremely  difficult  for  a  divorced  wife  to  get  a  husband  as  compared 
with  the  chances  of  re-*mariiage  for.  a- r-ieh  husband.- "  So  my  submission, 
my  humble  prayer  to  this  House,  is  to  he  fair  to  both  sides  when ■  you 
legislate,  especially  when  ynu  have  got  the  power  to  legislate.  All  the 
social  measures  that  we  have  hitherto  accepted  do  contain  this  provision. 
The  amendments  that  you  have  already  accepted  logically  lead  to  mono¬ 
gamy  and- 1  do  not  think  that  much  need  be  said  therefore  on  the 
necessity  of  securing  this: provision  in  the  statute  and  especially  when 
you  are  not  putting  anybody  to  any  difficulty  whatever.  The  bulk 
Pf  the  .community  would  like  it.  And  the.  evils  otherwise  resulting  from 
the  omission  to  accept  this  provision  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  far-reaching, 
and  certainly  one  .section  of  the  community  i.  e.,  the  female  popula¬ 
tion,  will  certainly  - mot  thank  us  for  such  an  omission.  So  1  would  very 
-strongly  support  Mr.  Hoogewerf’s  amendment  and  commend  it  for  the 
acceptance  of  the.  House  in  the  -  altered  circumstances  created  by  "the 
Bill  before  us,  -  ‘  . 
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Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad): 
Sir,  after  the  very  eloquent,  ardent  and  passionate  appeals  that  have 
been  made  to  this  House  by  my  friends  Messrs.  Hoogewerf  and  G. 
paramesvaran  Pillai,  it  requires  very  great  courage  on  the  part  of  one 
to  stand  up  and  oppose  any  proposal  to  have  compulsory  monogamy 
among  Nayars.  I  would  request  you  to  remember  that  in  these 
matters  every  one  of  us  has  got  his  own  personal  inclinations,  his  per¬ 
sonal  practice  and  his  personal  opinion.  There  is  also  the  function  of 
the  legislature  which  you  cannot  object  to.  So  that,  when  I  speak  against 
the  amendment  you  must  conceive  that,  though  personally  of  the  most 
emphatic  opinion  that  compulsory  monogamy  is  a  virtue,  still  remem¬ 
bering  that  I  am  standing  here  to  legislate  for  a  community  which  does 
not  after  all  want  compulsory  monogamy,  I  trust — 

MR-  Gr-  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkam ) :  May  I 
know  how  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  says  that  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
will  say  that,  so  that  my  position  needs  not  much  of  a  defence. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERP  ( Nominated ) :  I  beg  to  know  from  Mr. 
Velu  Pillai  what  the  present  custom  is  among  the  intelligentsia  of  the 
community, — whether  they  are  not  as  a  whole,  monogamous  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  N edwmmujad)  : 
Yes ;  I  am  very  happy  to  answer  that  question.  I  am  quoting  from  my 
own  speech  at  the  time  of  the  discussion.  I  have  given  figures.  Poly¬ 
gamy  is  very  rare  among  Nayars  in  Travancore,  but  the  people  are 
not  in  favour  of  a  law  prescribing  monogamy- by  doing  away  with 
personal  liberty.  This  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  only  395  Nayar 
graduate  witnesses  examined  by  the  Committee  were  in  favour  of  en¬ 
forcing  monogamy,  while  410  were  against  it. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERP  {Nominated)  :  -  May  I  know  when  it  was? 
Has  not  much  water  flown  under  the  bridges  since  then? 

Mb:  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  : 
That  was  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago.  Much  water  might  have 
flown  since — in  the  Ganges  and  the  Karamanai  rivers  (laughter) — but 
not  in  respect  of  this  question.  If  any  body  is  prepared  to  place  before  me 
statistics  on  that  question  I  may  change  my  views.  But  so  long  as  the 
notes  are  recorded  and  the  evidence  collected  by  the  Marumakkatayam 
Committee  remains,  I  think  I  am  justified  in  maintaining  that  the  bulk 
of  the  intelligentsia  of  the  Nayar  community  is  not  in  favour  of  compul¬ 
sory  monogamy -  .  ,  . 

MR.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (N eyyattmkara) :  May  I 
inform  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  that  the  Marumakkathayam  Committee  did  not 

recommend  full  makkathayam  and  individual  partition  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAJ  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
am  sorry  that  my  friend  is  misunderstanding  the  issue.  1  am  not  one  of 
those  who  have  sought  for  complete  individual  partition  or  for  complete 
makkathayam.  So  far  as.  I  am  concerned,  that  question  does  not  arise. 
If  my  friend  is  not  satisfied,.  I  am  prepared  to  give  him  my  views  on  the 

Vdl.  IV-  ffo.  13.  ■  a 
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matter.  But  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  unless 
my  friend  is  determined  to  have  an  answer  from  me,  in  which  case  I  am 
prepared  to  give  him  one.  This  is  the  case  not  alone  in  regard  to  the 
Nayar  community  hut  other'  communities  as  well,  and  it  has  been  re¬ 
corded  by  the,  members  of  the  Marumakkatayam  Committee  them¬ 
selves  that..-  93  per  cent,  of  Indians  and  98  per  cent,  of  Persians  and. 
Muslims  are  monogamous.  We  have  also  to  bear  in  mind,  the  well- 
known  facts  that  although  in  the  Indian  Empire  there  are  civilised 
communities,  more  civilised  than  any  in.  Europe  and  America,  at  any 
rate  not  legs  civilised  than  any  of  them,  yet  we  find  that  compulsory, 
monogamy  is  not  enforced,  and  India  is  not  inferior,  either  as  regards, 
the  dearth  of  philosophical  thought  or  in  the  material  part  of  life,  to  the 
other  nations,  and  the  Indians  are  on  the  high  road  to  national  pros¬ 
perity,  and,  because  there  is  the  absence  of  a  law  -installing  compulsory 
monogamy  on  particular  communities,  the  progress  of  India  has  not  been 
affected  prejudicially.  So  that,  whatever  maybe  the  excellence  of1' 
monogamy  as  a  principle,  whatever  may  be  the  practice  of  other  re¬ 
ligionists  and  other  communities  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  so  long  as 
the  .powerful,  important,  wealthy  and  intelligent  communities'  in  India: 
are  ,not- prejudiced  .by  the  absence  of  that  law  and  that  .in  spite.of,  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  sucha  law,  they  are  still  considered  to  be  very  respectable,  decent; 
and  intelligent  people,  I  should  think  that  there  is  absolutely  no  necessity 
for  changing  the  law  in  this  respect,  unless  the  community  demands  it. 
with  one  voice  and — 

Me.  A.  HOOG-EWERE  (Nominated):  How  can  the  demand  be 
made  in  one  voice  ?  (Laughter.) 

Me,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLA-I'  ( Trivandrum  cum  . Nedinnangad ): 
That  is  not  impossible.,-  By  that  I  do  not  mean  that  every  one  of  the 
Nayars  should  come  here  and  have  his  or  her  opinion  recorded, 

.  Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Sher tailed) :  What  is  the  sense  of 
the  female  population  in  this  respect  ? 

Mb.  T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedimangad) :  Now 
that  my: friend  has  pointedly  put  .  the-  question,  I  may  tell  him.  that, 
although  there  is  a  large  section  of  women  who  are  against  allowing  their 
husbands  to  take  more  wives  than  one,  there  is  a  section  also  of  Women; 
who  are  indifferent  about  the  matter  (continued  laughter .)  There  Are' 
still-others  who  are  not  for  this  compulsory  monogamy,  .  '  ' 

Mb,  JOSEPH- PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  May  I  know  from 
the  speaker:  how  he  knows  that  some  people  are  indifferent,  about  their 
husbands?  ' - 

Mb. -Tv  K.  VELU  .PILLAI  {TriL'c^ndnim.  -  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
am  prepared  ,  to,  answer  it.  There  are;  wealthy  influential  Brahmin 
jenmies  and  others  who  have,  married  Nayar  women  according  to  the 
.  usage,  of  the  community.  Among  ,  them  it  is  only  one  man  In  a  family 
that  marries  ;a. woman  from  his  own  caste.  If  there  are  no.:  children* 
the  tarwad  may  come  to  rack  and  ruin.  That  is  a  fate,  which  n,o  Hindu 
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would  like.  Before  he  could  marry  in  his  own  caste  he  might  have 
married  a  Nayar  woman.  So  that,  if  he  is  to  prevent  his  house  from 
extinction  and  the  lino  of  his  ancestors  front  complete  perdition, 
he  is  to  marry  in  his  own  caste.  According  to  the  suggested  solution 
this  can  be  done  only  after  divorcing  the  Nayar  wife  through  whom 
he  may  have  a  number  of  lively,  beautiful,  loving  children  {laughter), 
but  with  all  that — 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (SherMlai) :  May. I  know  from 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  whether  he. is  answering  my  question? 

PRESIDENT  :  Yes.  He  is  answering  your  question. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  Yes, 
in  my  own  way.  He  will  have  to  desert  all  his.  people,  put  them  into 
poverty,  break  away  ,  totally  from  his  own  feelings  and  marry  a  c&st-e 
wife.  With  regard  to  the  specific  instance,  I  know  a  certain  police 
officer,  whose  name  certainly  I  shall  not  be  justified  in  mentioning  before 
the  House,  but  which  I  am  prepared  to  give  Mr.  Panjikaran  in 
private — and  I  suppose  he  will  be  satisfied  when  I  say  I  am  prepared — ■ 
I  know  the  instance  in  which  a  police  officer’s  wife  got  so  badly  ill  that 
all  hopes  of  cure  failed  and  the  wife  herself  persuaded  the  husband  to 
marry  another  woman.  I  know  the  man  for  a  long  time  and  I  will 
satisfy  Mr.  Panjikaran  that  such  is  the  case  and  that  is  not  a  solitary 
case.  There  are  instances  without  number. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Velu 
Pillai  whether  it  was.  not  true  that  at  the  conference  of  the  Keraliya 
Nayar  Samaj  held  at  Trivandrum,  at  which  Mr.  T.  K,  Velu  Pillai  was 
present,  a  resolution  for  monogamy,  was  passed  and  that  he  quoted  it- 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandnim  cum  Nedumangad) :  My 
public  activity  extends  over  rather  a  long  period.  {Laughter.)  And  un¬ 
less  Mr.  Hoogewerf  gives  me  the  date  of  the  meeting  and  some  report 
of  the  speech  I.  made  and  a  copy  of  the  .resolution,  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
answer  him.  But  so  far  as  I  can  remember  I  have  never  stated  that  I 
was  in  favour  of  compulsory  monogamy.  If  I  attend  a  meeting  and  a 
resolution  is  passed,  I  do  not  lose  my  individuality  and  merge  in  the 
individuality  of  the  majority.  That  is  a  lesson  which  Mr.  Hoogewerf 
might  take  from  me.  {Laughter.)  If  I  attend  a  meeting,  and  if  through 
my  acquiescence  or  indifference  any  resolution  is  passed,  that  does  not 
bind  me.  That  is  an  elementary  principle  oE  law  and  .practice. 
Laughter .)  .  . 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Is  it  not  a; fact  that  at  the 
Popular  Assembly  repeatedly  members  come  forward  and  ask  for  mono¬ 
gamy? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
do  not  carry  all  the  Popular  Assembly  reports  in  my  head.  (Laughter.) 
The  better  way  will  be  to  place  .those  representations  .in  my  hand  and 
ask  me  what  I  think  about  the  matter,  and  there  again  I  may  tell  him 
that  l  am  not  bound  by  those  representations,  Now,  Sir,—  - 
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Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated 9  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  at  the 
last  Nayar  conference  held,  at  Vaikam  also  there  was  a  resolution  passed 
in  favour  of  monogamy? 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  is  not  hound  to  give  an  answer. 

Mb,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  l 
did  not  attend  it.  (Laughter.) 

Sir,  the  question  raised  is  no  doubt  an  important  one  and  so  far  as 
the  non-Hindu  members  of  this  House  are  concerned — 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Bhertallai ) :  May  I  know  whether 
he  has  stopped  answering  my  question  ? 

M-r..  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  The 
instance  of  the  police  officer  I  have  already  quoted.  That  is  one-instance, 
but  there  are.  several  other  instances  which  will  show  that  several  Nayar 
ladies  of  varying  degrees  of  respectability  {laughter),  the  very  highest 
included,  do  not  rebel  against  a  husband  who  has  got  a  caste  wife.  I 
shall  give  instances  without  number. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  May  I  know  from 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  whether  there  was  not  a  ladies’  meeting  in  Trivandrum 
and  whether  they  passed  a  resolution  for  monogamy  ? 

Me.  T.  K,  VELU  PILLAI ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  Yes. 
Sir,  I  am  not  astonished  at  the  question  which  Mr.  Hoogewerf  put  me. 
But  I  am  simply  surprised  at  what  Mr.  Panjikaran  asked  me.  {Laughter) 
Travancore  is  a  country  which  extends  from  Parur  to  Cape  Comorin 
and  from  the  Sahyadri  to  the  Arabian  sea.  There  are  thousands  and 
thousands  of  ladies  and  if  a  few  of  them  meet  in  any  particular  place  and 
ask  us  to  legislate  for  compulsory  monogamy  without  understanding  all  its 
implications  (laughter) ,  especially  when  the  women  of  our  country  have 
not  come  forward  in  public  life  so  much  as  they  have  done  in  other 
countries,  any  opinion  recorded  by  them  does  not  bind  me,  nor  does 
it  bind  Mr.  Panjikaran,  here,  standing  as  a  legislator.  With  all.  his 
prejudices  Mr.  Panjikaran  as  a  Christian :  is.  different  from  Mr.  Panji- 
karan,  the  legislator,  and  Mr.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai,  the  man,  is  different  from 
Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai,  one  of  the  legislators.  That  is.the  position  which 
I  may  request  him  to  bear  in  mind. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  What  is  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  as  a  Nayar  ?-  ( Laughter  j 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  As 
.  It  is  a  very  pertinent-  question,  I  will  answer.  Mr.,  T.  K._  Velu  .Pillai  as 
a  Nayar  is  allied  to  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  the  man. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  Is  not  the  man  different 
.from  the  Nayar  ? 

'  PRESIDENT  :  This  must  stop. 

■  Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  I 
\  hate  not  been  able  to  complete  my  sentence.  But,  all  the  same,  if  people 
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are  inquisitive  about  matters,  I  have  no  objection  to  give  my  views. 
The  important  point  to  bear  in  mind  is  that,  whatever  opinion  might  have 
been  expressed  at  a  solitary  meeting  of  ladies,  that  ought  not  to  bind 
ns.  We  may  respect  it,  we  may  consider  it  also,  but  we  are  not  estopped 
by  it.  In  these  days  we  come  across  instances  in  which  -  people  come 
forward  with  professions  of  ideals  which  do  not  apply  to  them. 
That  is  one  of  the  dangers  of  modern  civilised  life.  A  person  may  have 
a  certain  practice, but  when  he  goes  to  the  platform  he  speaks  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  manner  and  tries  to  show  to  the  world  that  his  ideals  are  so  exeel- 
lent.  ( Laughter .)  I  am  referring  to  the  circumstance  just  to  show  that 
the  isolated  opinions  held  by  certain  women  cannot  be  considered  to  be 
the  opinion  of  womenkind  throughout  Travancore. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PAN JIK ARAN  (Shertallai)  :  May  I  know  from 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  whether  any  single  woman  has  come  forward  and  asked 
for  polygamy  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  He  has  already  answered  that  question. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedmiangad) :  Our 
women  do  not  figure  prominently  in  public  life.  They  know  that  their 
interests  are  safe  in  the  hands  of  their  near  relations.  I  do  not  want 
to  go  on  in  this  strain  ;  but  I  had  to  answer  all  these  questions.  There¬ 
fore,  I  took  more  time  than  was  anticipated.  But  my  position  is  only 
this — that  when  it  is  said  by  my  learned  friend  Mr.  6.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai  that  the  instances  of  polygamy  among  Nayars  are  very  small, 
my  argument  is  that  the1  function  of  legislation  being  only  to  legislate 
for  the  bulk  of  the  community,  no  section  need  ,  be  penalised  simply 
because  they  are  doing  what  they  have  been  doing  for  hundreds  of 
years,  what  other  communities  ini  similar  circumstances  are  doing  and 
that  without  forfeiting  any  honour  or  estimation  on  the  part  of  the  other 
nations.  ' 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Does  the  vote  of  the  minor¬ 
ity  in  this  Council  count  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  YELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
That  is  a  point  which  is  to  be  answered  only  with  reference  to  con¬ 
stitutional  law.  I  may  have  to  discuss  various  things  before'  I  give  a 
proper  answer. 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  take  the  case  of  western  countries.  Compulsory 
monogamy  was  in  existence  for  hundreds  of  years  and  the  Christian 
religion  also  has  been  preaching  about  the  necessity  for  monogamy. 
But,  with  all  that,”  what  is  the  result?  Here  is  a  small  sentence 
taken  from  a  letter  contributed  to  the  Press  by  Lord  Buckmaster,  one 
"of  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council.  He  heard  four  hundred 
undefended  divorce  cases  in  the  summer  time  of  1922.  Basing  on  this 
and  other  experience,  he  wrote  to  The  Times  a  strong  letter  urging 
the  reform  of  the  law  of  divorce  in  courts  of  law.  Lord  Buckmaster 
says:  “Bigamy  was  extremely  common,  but  entirely  confined  to 
poor  persons,  for  bigamy  is  not  a  vice  of  wealth ;  the  rich  can  find 
other  less  illegal  outlets  .for  their  emotions,”  If  that  is  the  result 
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of  Compulsory  monogamy  in  one  of  the  most  advanced  countries  of 
the  world  where  public  opinion  and  religion  compel  people  to  follow 
that  rule  and' if 'the  results  are  so  dangerous,  I  question  the  wisdom  of 
driving  our  people  to  the  same  conditions  of  having  a  compulsory  law  of 
monogamy.  The  so-called  reciprocal  question  does  not  arise. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  May  I  inform  Mr.  Vein 
Pillai  that  almost  all  tire  civilised  people  and  the  whole  of  the  English 
Press  criticise  Lord  Buckmaster’s  view,  including  the  women  in  Parlia¬ 
ment? 

Mr.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad):  I 
do  not  say  that  the  views  of  Lord  Buekmaster  are  the  last  word  on  the 
question.  I  only  mention  the  fact  and  that  is  true. 

So  that,  Sir,  it  is  not  after  all  necessary  and  it  will  not  make  all 
men  saints;  while,  in  the  particular  circumstance  of  our  country,  if 
'there  is  a  law  of  compulsory  monogamy,  there  will  'be  several  people 
who  will  not  thank- us,  because  compulsory  monogamy  means  prevent¬ 
ing  them  from  perpetuating  a  family,  and  preventing  them  also  from 
having  a  healthy  existence  in  our  planet.  So  that  I  beg  to  say  that, 
while  as  a  matter  of  principle  I  am  prepared  to  recognise  that  monogamy 
is  a  very  good  ideal,  compulsory  legislation  on  this  'Subject,  when  the 
public  opinion  in  respectiof  it  has  not  been  recorded  in  a  clear  and  unam¬ 
biguous  manner,  is  undesirable,  and  I  must  oppose  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Hoogewerf,  however  valuable  it  may  be  in  other  directions. 

Mr.  N.  PAUMANABHA  PILLAI  ( Kamnagapalli ) :  I  also  oppose 
the  amendment.  Ido  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  for  the  legisla¬ 
ture  to  interfere  in  that  respect.  As  has.  already,  been  stated  by  some 
of  the  learned  members  the  practice  of  polygamy  is  very  rare.  We 
have  already  placed  several  restrictions  in  the  way  of  free  divorce  -  and  I 
think  it  will  not  be  fair  to  insist  dn  monogamy.  Now  my  view  is  that 
if.  you  insist  on  monogamy  that  will  give  rise  to  an  increase  in  divorce. 
I  do  not  believe  that  is  going  to  be  advantageous  to  'our  Women-folk. 
So. I  strongly  oppose  the  amendment.  • 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  I  am  also 
very  sorry  to  oppose  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hoogewerf.  The.  main 
ground  on  which  Mr.  Hoogewerf proposes  this  .'particular  amendment  is. 

.  that  monogamy  is.a  good' thing.  Graniting*for  argument’s  sake  that  it 
is  a  correct  statement,  about  which  I  have  my  own  misgivings,  there  are 
various,  other,  good  things  in  the  world  .  for  Which  We  do  not  legislate. 

;  For  example,  we  seek,- as  far  as  possible,. to  preVent  divorce,  and  one  of 
the-grounds  for  divorce  .  is  cruelty.  Cruelty  is  due  occasionally  to  the  ' 
addiction  of  gentlemen  to  liquor.  If  then  we  Want  to  prevent  cruelty,  the 
Navar- Regulation  would  also  have  to  provide  for  temperance,  a  measure 
,  that  would  have  been  good  to  that  extent  at  any  rate.  Does  this  legisla¬ 
ture  propose  to  provide  for  temperance  in  the  NAyar  Regulation  ?  No¬ 
.-body,  dues  it.:  therefore  I  say  that,  simply  because  a  view  might  probably 
have  got  deep  into  one’s  soul  by  close  association,  it  would  not  be  right,  I 
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think,  to  press  it  in  regard  to  others  whose  circumstances  are  entirely 
different.  To  bind  other  parties  by  one’s  own  conviction  of  the  virtue 
of  a  particular  principle  may  be  in  itself  philosophical  but  not  practical. 
That  is  one  aspect  of  the  question  which  this.  House  will  have  to  bear 
in  mind. 

There  is  :Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  who  comes  forward  with  the 
case  for  absolute,  reciprocity  to  be  brought  about  between  .the  two 
sexes.  He  said,  though  not  correctly,  that  in  the  Bill  under  contempla¬ 
tion  there  are  provisions  applying  equally  to  man  and  woman.  That 
is  how  I  understood  my  friend.  If  my  friend  now  says  that  he  does  not 
make  that  statement — 

Mr.  G.  -PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  MmMnkara):  That 
was  not  what  I  said, 

Me..  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapiizha) :  I  am  very 
glad  that  he  did  not.  make  that  statement.  It  is  not  a  sound  argument 
to  say  that,  in  order  to  make  reciprocal  equality,  polygamy  should',  be 
put  a  stop  to.  Hitherto  , we  had  provisions  in  the  Nayar  Begulation  only 
on  the  basis  of  the  admitted  dependance  of  women  upon  men-’  That  is 
the  status  on  which  women  have  been  dealt  with.1 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated )  :  I  wish  to  know  why  poly¬ 
andry,  was  done  away  with  in  the  Nayar  Eegulation. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalapuzha)  :  Because  itdo.ea 
not  exsist,  no  man  should,  take  to  that  in  future.  That  is  all  the  desire* 
That  aspect  of-the  argument  also  does  not  appeal  to  me,  .  Then,  let  us 
take  into  consideration  the  merits  of  monogamy  about  which  my  friend. 
Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  just  now  reminded  the  House  and  on  a  prior  oc- 
casion  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  had  much  to  say.  I  wish  to  point  out 
one  thing.  So  far  as  my  experience  goes  monogamy  is  a  . good'  institu-r 
tion,  provided  the  man  and  the  wife  are  good  people.  But  once  the  hust 
band  and  the  wife  happen  to  be  bad  people— either  the  one  or  the.  other- 
then  monogamy- becomes  a  piece  of  trouble.  The  unconditional  statement 
that  monogamy  should  be  adopted  by  all  people  irrespective  of  adherence 
to  any  particular  principle  is  difficult  to  subscribe  to-  Then,-  further ,- 
it  is  an  open  question  whether  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  Community  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  up  the  position;  in  other  words  with  respect  to  the  women ; 
of  the  Nayar  society  the  question  arises  as  . to  whether  they  are  prepared 
for  it.  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  been  depicting  in  rather  sombre 
colors  the  position  of  certain  women  or  the  position. that  certain  women 
would,  be  driven  to,.  I  do"  not  think  there  is  room  for  such  gloom. 

Mr,.  G.  PAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Neijyattinkara):  I  shall 
describe,  the  cases  of  women^ hereafter-. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambcila-piizha)  :.  As  if  they 
were  already  been  given.  It  is  very  difficult  to  understand  the 
position  of  women.  J? or,  the  position  of  Hindu  women,  aipong  whom 
I  include  Nayar  women  also,  is  such .  that,  owing  to  their  retiring 
modesty  and  .their  extreme  aversion  to-  publish  their  views,  ■  we  have  to 
come  to  a  conclusion- only  by  judging  -from,  the  conduct  and  standard 
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of  those  women  in  the  country  who  have  been  submitted  to  the  yoke  of 
polygamy.  Reference  was  made  to  the  public  utterances  of  some  ladies 

in  public  meetings  held  in  Trivandrum  and  elsewhere. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ):  May  I 
know  whether  he  is  aware  of  a  resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  at 
Neyyur  on  the  Nayar  Bill  and  also  at  Padmanabhapuram  in  regard  to 
this  matter  ? 

:  Me.  P  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  I  must  candid¬ 
ly  admit  the  fact  that  I  have  no  information  regarding  any  such  re¬ 
solution.  I  am  only  stating  that  the  normal  condition  of  Hindu  women, 
including  Nayar  women,  being  their  retiring  modesty,  any  public  expres¬ 
sion  by  any  particular  lady  may  be  taken  to  be  the  opinion  of  a  woman 
not  quite  normal  in  nature.  She  does  not  represent  the  normal  variety 
of  women  in  Hindu  society.  She  may  be  advanced  intellectually  or 
probably  deflected  in  some  other  direction.  I  do  not  reckon  such  women 
to  be  of  a  normal  type.  Therefore  I  look  upon  the  utterances  of  such 
women  as  very  dangerous.  (Laughter,)  So,  I  am  sorry,  I  cannot  pay  as 
much  regard  as  my  friend  Mr.  G-.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  is  prepared  to 
pay,  to  such  utterances  and  exceptional  feminine  inclinations. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinhara)  :  I  do  not 
mean  the  utterances  of  women.  I  referred  to  the  utterances  of  males 
of  the  status  of  Mr.  P.  K  Narayana  Pillai  himself. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  In  this 
Assembly  itself  we  have  members  of  my  status  and  of  greater  status 
than  mine  like  my  friend  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  who  differ  from  me. 
Then  why  should  we  look  elsewhere  for  agreement  or  disagreement  of 
view  ?  The  question  is  whether  it  is  purely  on  personal  inclination  or 
on  a  result  of  the  study  of  existing  conditions  that  the  matter  should  be 
considered  in  this  connection.  The  Nayar  Regulation  has  been  in  full 
swing,  and  even  to-day,  it  is  in  full  swing  and  many  elderly  gentlemen 
took  part  in  bringing  it  into  existence.  They  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  provide  fer  compulsory  monogamy-  I  therefore  submit  that  it  is  not 
time  enough  for  the  community  to  take  to  monogamy, 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (.Neyyattinkara) :  May  I 
know  whether  he  is  not  aware  of  the  changes  in  the  community? 

Mb.  P.K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  May  I  also  say 
that  the  object  of  this  Bill  itself  is  to  provide  for  the  partition  of  maru- 
makkathayam  tatwads  and  incidentally  to  provide  for  inheritance  from 
fion-Nayars?  These  are  the  main  questions  that  we  have  been  dis¬ 
cussing.  By  a  side  wind  the  question  of  monogamy  is  being  introduced. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGBWERE  (Nominated) :  May  I  know  Whether  the 
Spinion  of  Nayar  members  and  Ezhava  members  who  supported  my 
amendments  were  also  based  upon  personal  opinion? 

Ms.  P.  &  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Then  the 
■  Qgiy,.  instances  that  have  been  quoted  are  the  instances  of  the  Ezhava 
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Regulation  and  the  Cochin  Regulation.  Unfortunately  both  these  Regu¬ 
lations  have  not  been  set  to  working  long.  The  Ezhava  Regulation  has 
not  been  placed  on  the  statute  book.  As  to  the  Cochin  Regulation,  one 
gentleman  from  Cochin,  who  is  among  our  midst  just  now,  was  telling 
me  the  other  day  that  even  with .  respect  to  some  serious  provisions  of 
that  Regulation  infringement  was  the  order  and  observance  the 
exception. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alcmgad  cum  Parur):  Will  he 
point  out  one  piece  of  legislation  throughout  the  whole  world  in  which 
divorce  is  allowed  along  with  polygamy  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha )  :■  The  Maho- 
medan  Law  and  the  existing  Nayar  Regulation,  \-LmghJer) 

Mb.  A.  GrOVINDA  MENON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur):  Does  he 
know  that  in  the  most  enlightened  part  of  the  Mahomedan  world  there 
has  been  a  change  in  regard  to  this  matter?  ■  ^  ■  ' 

PRESIDENT  :  You  asked  about  law  and  he  has  given  you  the 
answer. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Parur)  :  Does 
he  know  that' in  Angora  among  the  most  enlightened  Mahomedans  of 
the  world  a  change  has  been  effected  in  regard  to  this  matter  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  There  are  other  Mahomedans  in  the  world  than 
the  Mahomedans  of  Turkey. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Parur) :  We  quote^ 
only  the  most  advanced  section  among  Mahomedans. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  That  is  a 
matter  of  opinion.  I  fear  nothing  has  been  done,  even  by  the  Angora 
Government.  And  even  what'  little '  they  have.  •  done  is  the  subject ;  of 
very  serious  controversy.  The  Khiiafat  having  been  abolished,  the 
Mahomedans  in  India  have  hot  been  looking  with  complacency  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  Angora  Government.  Even  if  it  be  Such,  I  would 
askMr.  Govinda  Menon,. is  it  the  quarter  from  which  we  must  draw 
the  inspiration  for  legislation  ?  Left  to  myself,  not  even  as  the  last 
.  resort  would  I  think  of  drawing  upon  that  model  prescribed  by  my 
friend.  -That  is.  all  beside:  the  point.  The  question,  is  this.  With 
respect  to  the.  Vellala  Bill  it  was  said  that  a  provision  was  made  there. 
A  leading  Vellala  gentleman  of  the  community  who  has  been  co-opted 
as  a  member  of  this  Council  for  that  purpose  made  a  very  serious 
protest  against  such  a  provision  in  the  Vellala  Bill  and  we  are  not  in  a: 
.position  to  say  whether  the  Vellala  community  is  on  the.  whole  prepared 
to  . take,  it  up.  First  of  all,  we  have  got  the  .long-established  practice 
supporting  us.  The  chances  that  some  of  the  women  will  be  reduced  to 
the  ignominious  position  of  '  becoming- second  wives' must  also  be  put  along 
with  the  chances  of  whether  they  will  bo  able  to  obtain  their  divorce.-. 
That  aspect  of  the  qvicstion  is  also  to  he  taken;  into  consideration.  If 
we.  adopt  the  position  urged  by  the  mover  of  this  amendment  the  women 
who  have  a  chance  of  being  reduced  to  the  ignominious  position  of  second 
Vol,  IV.— No.  13.  _  ■  if  ■ 
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wives  would  be  declared  not  as  wives  but  as  something  of  a  more  unplea- 
sanh  description  under  the  names  of  concubine  ,  or  some  other  repulsive 
name  which  need  not  be  let  known  in  the  House,  If  that  is  the  position 
to  which  the  women  of  the  Nayar  community  must  be  reduced,  I  cannot 
understand  the  wisdom  of  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai’s  position.  . 

As  regards  Mr.  Hoogewerf,  I  am  quite  sure  he  is  advancing  from  the 
view  that  monogamy  is  a  good  principle.  He  knows  very  little  about  the 
conditions,  troubles  and  customs  of  the  Nayar  community.  So  I  would 
request  the  sympathetic  gentlemen  who  are  present  here  as  members  of 
this  Council,  to  consider  not  merely  their  views  and  inclinations  in  this 
matter,  which  may  be  due  to  associations  and  experiences  in  their  own 
community,  but  to  take  into  consideration  the  effect  that  it  will  produce 
in  another  community,  which  is,  to  be  bound  by  the  piece  of  legislation 
sought  to  be  enacted.  We  will  do  well  to  foresee  the  complications  if 
the  long-established  practice  is  so  suddenly  altered.  If  they  think 
that  monogamy  is  the  pinnacle  to  which  every  community  must,  rise 
and  that  their  views  and  tastes  alone  must  necessarily  prevail  even  in 
respect  to  other  communities,  I  think  they  are.  at  liberty  to  vote  in  any 
way  they  like.  But  if  they  are  going  to  regard  the  existing  practice,  in 
the- Nayar  community,  I  beg  to  submit  that  they  will  have  to  vote, 
though  much  against  their  own  conviction,  against  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Hoogewerf,  certainly  in  very  good  spirit,  for  which  I 
am  prepared  to  thank  him, 

Mr.  K  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  jTimoalla )  :  Sir,'  as  the 
mover  of  this  Bill  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  accept  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Hoogewerf.  I  fully  appreciate  the  noble  motive  which 
actuated  Mr.  Hoogewerf  to  bring  forward,  this  amendment.  Probably, 
there  is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  monogamy  In .  the  abstract.  But 
we  have  to  take  it  in  relation  to  a  certain  community,  and  what  we  have 
to  consider  is  whether,  in  regard  to  that  community,  the  time  has  come 
.  for  insistence  upon  monogamy.  :  To  my  Christian  friends  I  would  'say 
that,  probably  as  a  reaction  against  the  abuse,  of  the  Jewish  law  which 
■  permitted .  plurality  of  wives,  Christian  religion  prohibited  polygamy. 
Whatever  may  have,  been  the  original  cause,  of  the  prohitrtion  of  poly¬ 
gamy,  that'  it  has  been  found  in  actual  practice  to  be  after  all  not  so 
advantageous  to  the  whole  community  as  might;  be  expected,  is  seed 
from  the  quotation  which  my  "friend  Mr./  T.  K.  .-Vein  Pillai  read  froirn  an 
article  published: by  so  eminent  a  judge  as  Lord  Buckmaster  himself. 
1  Now,  apart  from  the  Christian  community,  it  appears .  to  me  that  there 
are  very  few  communities  in  the  world  who  are  monogamous  in  law. 
‘Take  fori  instance  the  Egyptians  or  'the  Turks  or  the  Arabs  or  the 
,  •  Chinese  .  br  other  communities  in  India  of  Persia ;  in  all  these 
Communities  we  /find  polygamy  existing  and  monogamy  has  not 
been  insisted  upon.  If  in  so  many  .  communities  and  races  inhabit¬ 
ing  such  a  vast  area  as  Asia  this,  polygamous  law  has  been  in  existence, 
.  if  'in  spite  of  the  fact  that,  marriage  is  considered  to  bo  a  religious 
.  .  pacrament  and  if  also  .in.  spite  of-  the  fact  that  as  a  result  of  marriage 
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inheritance  automatically  follows,  I  think  there  must  have  been  very 
good  reasons  for  not  prohibiting  polygamy  altogether  and  for  not 
acknowledging  the  very  good  benefits  that  have  been  claimed  in  favour 
of  monogamy.  In  India,  socially  the  most  progressive  community  are 
Brahmins,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  other  community  whose 
marriage  tie  is  so  strong  and-  so  sacred  as  it  is  among  Brahmins.  In 
spite  of  that  we  find  that  they  have  not  yet  rebelled  against  the  law 
of  polygamy  and  they  have  not  after  all  asked  for  any  reform  against 
the  existing  custom  and  for  prohibiting  polygamy.  Now,  in  this  House 
we  have  got  to  see  whether  the  community,  which  till  to-day  has  been 
following  an  entirely  different  system  of  inheritance,  in  whom  marriage 
did  not  involve  inheritance,  among  whom  divorce  was  quite  free, 
in  regard  to  whom  marriage  is  only  a  eivil  contract  and  among  whom 
for.  about  twenty  years  there  was  no  law  regulating  marriage— whether 
such  a.  community  is  fit  for  a  monogamous  law  or  not.  'You  will  find, 
Sir,  that  at  the  time  the  Marumakkatayam  Committee  took  evidence 
there  was  a  large  volume  of  opinion,  and  there  was  even  a  small  majority 
of  witnesses  who  spoke,  against  the  prohibition  of  polygamy. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENQN  (■ Alomgad  cum  Parur) :  Was  the 
opinion  of  women  taken  at  that  time  ? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ■) :  Some  women 
were  also  examined.  There  was  a  large  volume  of  opinion  against  the 
prohibition  of  polygamy. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neijyattinkara ):  What 
would  be  the  trend  of  public  opinion  that  my  friend  would  gather  from 
the  various  resolutions  passed  at  Neyyur  and  Padmanabhapuram  ? 

Mb.  K.  :  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  .  (Tirwcaim :  You 
will  find  that  the  objection  to  polygamy  came  from  educated 
classes  and  not  from  uneducated  classes,  because  the  report  says  that 
among  the  graduates  examined  there  was  a :  very  large  percentage 
against  polygamy.  Mr.  Hoogewerf  claims — and  it  was  humorously 
refuted  by  my  friend  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu.  Pillai— that  much  water  had 
flown  .under  the  bridge  since  the  Marumakkathayam  Committee 
took  evidence..  My  experience  shows  that  much  water  has:  not  after 
all  flown  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Mr.  Hoogewerf  referred  to  a. 
meeting  held  in  Trivandrum  nearly  three  years  ago  and  the  re-, 
solutions  passed  at  that  meeting,.  Over  one  of  those  meetings  I  had 
the.  honour  of  presiding  and  I  know. -at  that  meeting  a  very  large  number 
of  educated  men,  including  many  graduates,  attended.  ..  In  fact  I  may 
say  that  was  the  meeting  of  the  Nayar  Samajam  which  was  attended 
.by  the  largest  number  of  educated  men  and  graduates — 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Did  the  Nayar  Samajam 
.  vote  in  favour  of  polygamy  ? 

PRESIDENT:"  Please  wait,  Let  us  see  what  he  is  going  to  say 
about  the  Nayar  Samajam.  .  . ;  .; 

■  Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tir.uvalla) :  There  was 
such  a  largo  audience  that  it  was.  difficult  to  determine  whether  tho 
majority  was  .  in  favour  or  against  the  prohibition  of  polygamy. 
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They  were  so  equally  divided.  Of  course,  by  a  show  of  hands  roughly 
it  was  estimated  that  the  majority  was  in  favour  of  polygamy.  But 
there  was  a  very  large  number  for  the  continuance  of  polygamy. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  ;  Was  it  a  difference  of  two 
or  three  votes ? 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruralla):  Over  seven 

hundred  votes  against  monogamy. 

Me.  T.  K.  VEIiTJ  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum,  cum  -Nechmangad) ; 
Did  they  vote  for  polygamy  or  against  compulsory  monogamy  '? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Ti, walla )  :  Against  com¬ 
pulsory  monogamy. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  May  I  know  whether  Mr. 
Paramesvaran  Pillai  knew  that  the  Vaikam  conference  voted  in  favour 
of  monogamy  ? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Timvalla ):  Yes;,  the 
Vaikam  conference  did  vote  in  favour  of  monogamy.  I  do  not  deny 
that.  But  still  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  in  view  of  the  conflict  of  opi¬ 
nion  which  prevails  in  regard  to  this  matter,  that  we  have  passed  the 
stage  of  propaganda  work..  It.  is  not  yet  time  to  make  it  the  basis  for 
legislation. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Was  not  .Mr.  Parames¬ 
varan  Pillai  present  at  that  Nayar  Samajam  ?  Is  not  a  great;  deal  made 
of  the  resolutions  passed  by  that  Samajam? 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  I  was  present 
at  that  meeting,  and  we  made  a .  great  deal .  of  these  resolutions.  But 
the  value  that  we  give  to  these  resolutions  is  only  as .  propaganda  work 
,  and  not  one  fit  to  form  the  basis  of  legislation  in  regard  to  the  Nayar 
community.. 

Mr.  G.  .  PARAMESVARAN  .  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkam) :  Does 
Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  attach  only  that  weight  to  the  resolutions 
passed  at  that  conference  ? 

'  .  Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruralla)  :  That  is  all. 

In  regard  to  this  particular  resolution  .!  do  not  attach  more  weight. 
We  find  as  a  matter  of  fact  that,  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  say 
that  the  community  is  still  prepared  to  pass  a  law  making .  monogamy 
compulsory.  You  -will  notice,  Sir,  that1  there  is.  a  growing  opinion  in 
favour  of  the  law  as  education,  is  spreading.  But  the  economic  condition 
makes  the  enactment  of  a  law  against  polygamy  impossible.  Under  these 
circumstances  we  may  Say  that  good  ideas  are  spreading  among  the  people. 
■  and  that  there  is  a  growing  demand  for  monogamous  law;  but  we  cannot 
. ^  say  that  the  community  is  still  ready  to  accept  the  law  of  monogamy 
at  the  present  day. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  -  (Neyyattinkcwa) :  May  I 
-•know  'on  what  basis  he  arrived  at  that  conclusion,  viz.,  that  the 
‘'cohftnuaity  is  not  yet  ready  for  compulsory  monogamous' law  ? 
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Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tmiualla) ;  That  is  the 
impression  that  I  have  formed  from  my  experience  of  the  country, 
froin  conversations  with  responsible  people  and  also  from  a  perusal 
of  the  report  of  the  Marumakkathayam  Committee.  We  are ,  also 
making  rapid  progress.  We  have  legalised  marriage  by  statute.  We 
have  made  divorce  rather  more  difficult  than  it  was  ten  years  ago; 

I  may  say  we  have  absolutely  prohibited  divorce  now,  so  that  in 
these  matters  we  are  making  rapid  progress.  I  may  say  at  the 
same  time  that,  so  far  as  social  legislation  is  concerned,  we  must  take 
the  line  of  least  resistance.  . 

MR.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  mijTjkl  (NegyatlinlMra)-,  Hear, 

hear. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirucaila) :  In  regard  to 
polygamy  I  think  we  will  be  taking  the  line  of  least  resistance  if  we  do 
not  prohibit  it.  When  a  community  is  not  prepared  to  accept  a  law  and 
if  on  account  of  the  progressive  opinion  of  a  few  of  the  people  we  im¬ 
pose  a  law  like  that  pf  monogamy  on  such  a  community,  it  may  lead  to 
pernicious  consequences. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF (Noviinated) :  On  what  authority  does 
Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  say  that  that  community  is  not  prepared  to 
accept  monogamous  law  ? 

PRESIDENT:  That  question  has  already  been  answered. 

Mr.  K  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tirumlid) :  If  compulsory 
monogamous  law  is  passed,  people  may  try  to  evade  the  law.  ,  Polyga¬ 
mous  marriages  will  continue  to  take  place  in  remote  places  where  the  law 
is  not  known.  Those  who  know  the  law  might  have  recourse  to  illegal 
and  undesirable  means  to  satisfy  their  object.  It  will  probably  lead  to 
very  pernicious  consequences,  as  in  the  case  of  drink  in  America  where  the  . 
people  are  not  prepared  for  a  law  preventing  the  drink  evil.  On  this  ground 
I  must  very  strongly  oppose  the  amendment  put  forward  by  my  friend 
Mr.  Hoogewerf.  I  must,  also  in  this  connection  refer  to  the  fact  that 
the  analogy  of  the  Ezhava  community  cannot  hold  good  in  the  ease  ,  of 
Nayars,  because  the  Ezhava  community  is  a  self — sufficing  community. 
It  has  nothing  to  do  with  other  communities.'  The  Nayar  communi¬ 
ty  have  got  marital  relations  with;  other  communities  and  with  , commu¬ 
nities  whose  personal  law  does  not  prohibit  polygamy. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nonunated ):  What  -about  the  Nayar 
community  of  Cochin  ? 

Mr.  IC.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)  :  In  regard  to 
the  Nayar  community  of  Cochin,  they  have,  passed  a  law,  but  I  may 
submit  that  there -they  have  not  prohibited  divorce. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
May  I  know  if  there  was  a  Legislative  Council  at  the  time  the  law  was 
passed  ? 

MR.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (HtuvMa):  Even  now 
I  do  not  think  there  is  a  Legislative  Council  there. .  I  , think, they,  have 
passed  rules  and  regulations.  For  these  reasons  I  submit  I  am  sorry  to 
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say  that  I  am  unable  to  accept  the  . amendment  proposed  by  my  learned 
friend  Mr.  Hoogewerf. 

Mu.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ncyyaitinkara) :  What 
has.  he  gathered  to  be  the  trend  of  public  opinion  from  the  resolutions 
passed  at  Neyyur  and  Padmanabhapuram  ? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN.  PILLAI  _  ( TvruvaM ) :  There^e 
resolutions  in  favour  of  polygamy  and  also  against  it. 

,  Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Ne-yyattmkam)-.  Has  he 
received  any  resolution  supporting  the  continuation  of  the  existing, 
provision  ? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirumlla, ) I  have  received- 
resolutions  supporting  the  Bill — the  revised  Bill — as  a  whole,  which 
means  that  they  accept  the  law  in  regard  to  marriage  also. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President) :  At  an  earlier  stage  of  the  discussion  I  had  practically  exhaust¬ 
ed  all  that  I  had  to  say  in  support  of  continuing  the  existing  ..law  on  the 
subject  of  marriage.  I  shall  therefore  confine'  myself  to  making  a. few 
observations  which  will  help  us  to  solve  the  question  now  raised  by  Mr. 

:  Hoogewerf.  .  This  is  a  piece  of  social  legislation.  Social  legislation  will 
be  justified  only  if  it  is  intended  to  get  rid  of  a  serious  social,  evil.  Are 
the  evils  of  polygamy  so  rampant  as  to  require  a  statutory  measure  to 
penalise  polygamy  and  enforce  monogamy  !’  Mr.'Hoogewerf  did  Hot 
refer  to  the  presence  of  actual  evils  in  Indian  societies  or  in  the  Nayar 
Society  which  would  justify  a  wholesale  revolution  on  the  subject  of 
marriage. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nnmmaded) :  May  I  know  whether  there 
'is' any  evil  in.  divorce  at  present  which  necessitates  legislation  here  on 
that  question  ? 

Rao:  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
.  President)  :  I  do  not  quite  follow  my  friend.  I  was  not  able  to  hear  him. 
1  am  sorry  therefore  I  shall  not  be  able  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nommaied)  :  I  will  repeat  it.  Were 
the  evils  of  divorce  so  very  heinous  as  to  require  legislation  .in  this 
Council 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
.President)  -. .  That  seems  to  have  been  the  sense  of  the  House.  There  is 
Ho  use  in  going  back  upon  it. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Neminated) :  May  I  know  whether^  ' 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
;  president j :  I  think  he  need  not  waste  his  breath.  I  do  not  propose,  to 
:■  answer  any  further  question  of  his.  If  his  idea  is  that  this  Council  must 
take  the  sense  of  opinion  of  all  persons  in  the  community  that  is  affected 
by  this  piece  of  legislation,  by  numbers  and  by.  meetings  and  by  the 
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resolutions  that  were  passed,  I  may  say  once  for  all  that  I  do  not  reco¬ 
gnise  any  wisdom  in  it.  From  the  very  nature  of  the  circumstances  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  for  this  House  to  say  whether  the  community  as  a 
whole  is  in  favour  of  or  against  it.  One  thing  is  clear.  The  representa¬ 
tives  of  that  community  come  forward  and  array  themselves  in  two 
hostile  camps.  That  is  a  sufficient  indication  of  the  lack  of  unanimity 
on  the  subject.  Unless  '  the  advocates  of  monogamy  are  able  to 
substantiate  the  existence  of  serious  .  evils  due  to  polygamy  which  re¬ 
quire  drastic  remedies,  I  say  this  Council  will  not  be  justified  in  making 
any  departure  from  the  existing  law.  I  want  my  Christian  friends  to 
recognise  that  our  race  has  got  a  genius  of  its  own.  The  Indian  race 
is  not  inferior,  to  any  other  race  in  recognising  the  real  obligations  of 
life,  the  sacredness  of  domestic  ties  and  ail  the  rest  of  it.  I  do  not  want 
my  friends  from  a  theoretical  and  academical  stand-point  to  discourse 
on  the  virtues  of  monogamy,  because  in  actual  life  my  friend  must 
have  understood  that,  though  monogamy  is  not  enforced  in  practice, 
Indian  opinion  is  monogamous  in  practice  and"  the  Nayar  community 
is  monogamous  in  practice.  Then  my  friend  Mr.  G.  Parames- 
varan  Pillai  asked  ?  “  If  that  were  so,  what  is  your  objection  to  legisla- 
ion.’’  That  is  not  the  way  in  which  the  question  should  be  approached. 
Where  is  the  .necessity  for  this  legislation?  I  say  then  that  I  am  for 
the  retention  of  the  existing  Clause  because  it  will  be  something  in  the 
nature  of  a  safety  valve  when  a  man 'has  to  face  a  serious  position. 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara )  :  What 
about  the  women,  Sir  ? 

Bio  Bahadum  K.  A;  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  dominated)  (.Deputy 
l're&iclent ) :  W ell,  the  larger  interests  of  thecommunity  asthe  whole  wiilibe 
the  only  justifying  factor.  We  should  not  be  in  the  land  of  dreams.  What 
is  it  that  we  do  ?  Ho  the  women  go  about  and  earn  their  bread?  The 
husband  does  his  part  of  the  duty  and  the  woman  does  another  part  of 
the  duty  at  home.  The  one  is  the  complement  to  the  other.  With  the 
two,  life  is  perfect.  I  say,  Sir,  according  to  my  conception  of  social 
legislation,  this  House  will  hot  be  justified  in  enaeting  a  law  simply 
because  no  harm  is  likely  to  come  out  of  it.  Social  legislation  would  be 
justified  if  its  direct  object  was  to  get  rid  of  an  existing  evil  of  a:  pro¬ 
nounced  character  and  not  merely  toward  off  a  distant  danger.  /  Take 
the  other  side  of  the  picture.  If  monogamy  is  enforced— compulsorily 
enforced— and  if  a  man  under  exceptional  circumstances  finds-that  he 
has  to  choose  another  companion  of  life,  my  'Christian  friends  and  my 
enthusiastic.  Nayar  friends  in  the  persons  of  Mr.  Govinda.  Menon  .and 
Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran Pillai  would:  tell  ns  “divorce  the  wife  ”,and  that 
probably  at.  a.  time  when  she' stands. in  need  of  the  greatest  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  husband, --when  she  may  be  insane  \or  Buffering  from 
some  incurable  disease.  .  The  Hindus  and  Nayar, s  who  have  been 
accustomed  ;  to  ,-tlie  .  present  state  .  of  law  know,  the  real  difficulty. 
To.  the ,  Christian  .gentlemen  I  would  say  that  they,  should,  not,  do 
anything  absolutely  against  the  existing  practice  at  present.  It 
is  no  use  indulging  in  the  vain  dream  that  human  nature  is  such  a 
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magnificent  thing,  and  that  all  human  beings  must  be  above  temptations 
.of  life. 

’  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWE&F.  (Nprmmted)  :  .  May  I  know  how  it  is  that 
legislation  was  considered  to  be  necessary  for  the  prohibition  of 
polyandry? 

Bao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President)  :  The  query  is  absolutely  irrelevant.  We  are  now  discuss¬ 
ing  the  necessity  for  the  statutory  prohibition  of  polygamy.  There  is  no 
use  in  arguing  these  questions  of  analogy.  I  understand  that  analogy 
in  law  is  the  most  fallacious  argument  that  one  can  think  of.  Lot  us 
not  then  be  deflected  from  the  real  subject,  namely,  whether  we  have 
really  found  out  any  evil  which  would  justify  social  legislation  on  the 
subject.  As  I  submitted  at  the  outset,  this  is  an  old,  old  institution  in 
this  land.  No  necessity Jras  been  made  out  to  get  rid  of  the  evil.  If 
we  are  to  take  the  advice  of  our  friends,  lam  sure,  many,  instead  of 
marrying,  and  instead  of  desisting  from  such  things,  will  somehow  give 
vent  to  their  emotion  by  illegal  union  with  other  women  who  will  un¬ 
fortunately  be  called  concubines  and  the  children  of  such  union  will  be; 
Stigmatised  as  bastards.  On  the  other  hand  if  you  allow  them  to  marry 
'  once  again  arid  legalise  such  union,  I  think  that  will  certainly  lead  to  the 
perfect  happiness  of  ail  the.  parties  of  such  union  and  the  children  will 
be  regarded  as  legitimate  and  they  can  also  inherit  the  property  of  their 
father.  I  want  this  Council  to  view  this  picture  also  and  see  whether 
after  all  Indian  society,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  polygamy  is  not  pro- 
:  hibited,  is  not  a.  perfect  society.  The  Hindu  society  does  not  stand  in 
need  of  such  a.  drastic  change  simply  because  there  are  dreamers  who 
look  up  to  the  far  off  ideal  and  anxiously  and  sincerely  believe  that  that 
ideal  can  be  realised  by  this  piece  of  legislation.  As  I  submitted,  once 
before,  the  Penal  Code  is  not  quite  enough  to  eradicate  the  evils,  if  any, 

■  in  the  Hindu  society.  ,  Knpwing  that  the  practice  in  our  society  is  mono¬ 
gamous,  why  do  you  couipei  us  to  accept  that  piece  of  legislation,  thereby 
implying  that  the  Hindu  society  andtheNayar  society  are  so  rotten  as  to 
justify  that  piece ;  of  legislation  ?•  Legislation  moreor  less  is  an  index  of 
the  contemporary  state  of.  society.  Once  you  accept  Mr.  Hoogewerfs 
motion,  it  is  almost  a  confession  that  tire  Hindu  and  Nayar  society  at  pre¬ 
sent  are  so  rotten  that  the  only  solution,  the  only  salvation  must  come 
from  our  accepting  the  ideal  which  he  has  been  preaching,  so  eloquently, 

:  no  doubt  in  all  .  sincerity,  though:  from  his  personal  stand-point,  . 

Mb.  A.  HOOGrEWHBlf  (. Nominated)  :  If  in  practice  Nans  are 
mohogamoiis,  Why  is  it  that'Mr.  Krishna.  Ai.yangar  says  that  it  is  a  far 
off  distant  idea!  which  we  aim  at  ? 

Rao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  A1YANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  Probably,  if  my  'friend  had  correctly  realised  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of  what  T,  conceive  to,  be  the  justifying  reason  for '  social  legisla- . 
.  'fion,  my  friend  would  not  have  put  that  question. 
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Me.  L.R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMAKOIL  TAMPUBAN  ( Edavagai ) : 
If  as  my  friend  says  the  society  is  perfect  and  that  no  legislation  is 
necessary  unless  it  is  rotten,  is  there  any  necessity  for  clause  (9)  itself  ? 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ) :  That  is 
my  question  also. 

Bao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President') :  I  think  that  was  brought .  into  effect  a  long  while  ago 
and:  it  is  rather  unfair  to  call  me  to  justify  a  measure  that  was  legalised 
by  this  Council  long  before  I  got  into  it.  I  think  my  friends  should 
address  that  question  to  some  of  those  that  were  members  of  tire  Council 
that  passed  it. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Shertallai)  :  I  never  thought  that 
this  question  vr  ould  be  so  controversial.  Some  of  my  friends  who  oppose 
this  amendment — I  mean  the  Hindu  gentlemen-— ask  the  Christian 
members  in  this  House  to  vote  on  this  motion  not  from  any  inclination 
of  their  own  but  placing  their  decision  on  what  would  be  for  the  good  of 
the  Nayar  community.  I  may  tell  my  Nayar  -friends  that  the  Christians 
in  this  House  who  take  part  in  this  piece  of  legislation  try  to  bring  into 
effect  what  they  believe  to  be  the  best  in  the  interests  of  the  Nayar 
community  as  a  whole. 

Bao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President ) :  I  never  suggested  anything  like  that. 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKABAN  (Shertallai)-.  All  of  us  are  trying 
as  far  as  possible  to  serve  the  Nayar  community  in  the  best  possible 
manner.  I  think  that  since  a  personal  appeal,,  as  it  were,  was  made 
to  the  Christian '  gentlemen  in  this  House  I  would  not  be  justified  in 
voting  on  the  question  without  expressing  my  reasons  for  the  same.  I 
support  Mr.  Hoogewerf  not  on  account  of  the  fact  that  monogamy  is 
virtuous  in  itself— it  may  be  virtuous  in  certain  circumstances  but 
polygamy  may  in  itself  be  better  in  other  circumstances  than  monogamy. 
Some  religions  may  insist  upon,  monogamy.  Other  religions  permit 
polygamy  and  even  polyandry.  We  are  not,  I  think,  in  this  respect 
concerned  so  much  with  the  respective  merits  of  the  different  systems  of 
marriage.  .  We  are  concerned  only  with  the  question  whether,  if  poly¬ 
gamy  is  allowed  to  continue,  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  the  Nayar  com¬ 
munity  ;  that  is  the  only  question  with  which  this  House  is  .  at  present 
concerned.  It  is  only  in  that  light  that  I  enter  into  the  discussion.  Un¬ 
der  the  Nayar  Begulation  of  1088,  polygamy  could  not  have  been  a  source 
of  evil  to  the  community.  .In  the  present  piece  of  legislation  the  Nayars 
are  making  very  many  alterations  in  the  law  under  which  they  have  to 
live.  First,  of  all,  they  want  individual  partition.  Then,  we  have  ac¬ 
cepted  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  which  has  made  divorce 
impossible.  The  present  amendment  advises  us  to  accept  the  system  of 
monogamy.  My  own  opinion  is  that  if  the  Nayar  community  is  deter¬ 
mined  upon  having  individual  partition  and.  if  the  Nayars  want  their 
women  to  get  out  of  the  joint  family  house,  they  must,  at  the  same  time, 
in  their  own  interests,  provide  for  ample  safeguards  for  the  interests  of 
Vol.  IV  No,  13.  o  .  ' 
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the  fair  sex.  The  women  imfuture  will  have  to  leave  their  family  house 
and  depend  solelv  upon  their  husbands.  If  a  husband  has  two  wives  we- 
can  very  well  imagine  the  relationship  in  which  they  can  live  together. 
Till  now,  they  could  freely  effect  a  divorce  without  any  difficulty.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  present  Bill  "divorce  has  been  made  very  difficult  in  the 
community — I  may  say  almost  impossible. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumavgad)  :  I 
wish  to  know  whether  divorce  is  not  impossible  in  the  Brahmin  com¬ 
munity. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  {Shertaliai) :  So  far  as  I  under¬ 
stand,  the  Brahmin  community  does  not  allow  divorce.  Therefore  when 
it  has  been  made  practically  impossible  for  the  women  to  get  away.from 
her  husband,  I  think  it  is  highly  necessary  thatcertain  safeguards  must 

be  provided  in  the  interests  of  the  Nayar  community. 

Me.  T.  K.  YELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumanc/ad)  :  I 
wish  to  know  whether  the  absence  of  a  law  of  compulsory  monogamy  . 
among  the  Mitakshara  Hindus  in  any  way  prejudices  the  interests  of 
those  people. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertcdlai)  :  I  do  not  think  that  ' 
comparison  is  after  ah  quite  correct. 

Mr.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangacl ) :  I 
never  instituted  any  comparison.  I  am  only  asking  his  opinion  whether 
in  the  absence  of  a  compulsory  monogamous  law  among  the  Mitakshara 
Hindus  the  women  dn  that  community  are  not  having  sufficient  safe¬ 
guards. 

■  Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ) :  They  may  not  have 
any  safeguards  so-  -fat-  as  monogamy  is  concerned.  That  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  provide  any  safeguard  in  the  case  of  the  Nayar  com¬ 
munity.  A 

'  Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapueha) :  •  May  I  have 
direct  answer  fromMr,  Joseph  Panjikaran  with  respect  to  My.  T.  K. 
Velil  EillaiV  question^ 

'  .  PRESIDENT-:  He.  is  not  compelled  to  answer. 

Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  (Changanachery  cum  Minachil) :  I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order.  What  right  has  Mr.  P.  K,  Narayana  Pillai  to  ask. Mr. 
Joseph  Panjikaran  to  answer  when  the  question  was  put  hy  Mr.  Velu 
Pillai?  ... 

PRESIDENT  :  You  can  object  only  iff  it  is  objectionable  under 
the  rules  and  standing  orders.  , Ido  not  think- it  is  objectionable. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILIjAI  (Amhalapuzha)  :  lam  entitled 
to  question  any  member  while  he  is,  speaking.  I  do  not  see  any  reason 
.  why  Mr.  Nidiry  should  interfere;  while  I  am  questioning.  Mr.  Joseph 
Panjikaran.  I  want  to  know  whether  Mr.  Joseph  Panjikaran  is  in'a 
position  to  give  any  definite  answer  to  Mr.' Vein  Pillai’s  question, 
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PRESIDENT  :  His  answer  implies  that  he  is  not  in  a  position  to 
do  that. 

Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( ShertalM )  :  FIRST  OE  ALL 
My  answer  given  to  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  is  very  definite  and  clear. 

So  I  support  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Hoogewerf.  I  do 
so  not  because  monogamy  is  very  virtuous  and  better  than  polygamy, 
but  because  I  think  that,  under  the  altered  circumstances  in  which  a 
woman  of  the  Nayar  community  will  be  put  in  future,  in  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  Nayar  community,  Nayar  gentlemen  must  be  prepared  to 
make  some  sacrifices.  What  would  be  the  case  of  a  -woman  whose 
husband,  on  account  of  incompatibility  of  temparament  for  instance  . 
takes  another  wife,  but  does  not  care  to  effect  divorce.  If  the  woman 
had  been  allowed  the  right  of  effecting  a  divorce  by  reason  of  the  hus¬ 
band  taking  a  second  wife  during  the  life-time  of  the  first  wife  without 
effecting  a  divorce,  the  matter  mould  have  been  quite  different.  But 
the  divorce  law  that  we  have  enacted  contains  no  such  provisitin.  On 
these  grounds,  I  suport  the  amendment. 

Mr.  T.  KUMAR  A  PIL  LAI  ( Eraniel  cum  VUavcmlod) :  q®oo) 
tMo  @30  omoCBsSlacarmodl  Qg)S)CYEn^lajo  (rnoelijmjocnjo  a-ioarorwlro) 

aaCiC©  oolcjjffiunlaalgj.  §d®  agynolaa  cS\.  aguojc&Q-Q} 

onto  (3rall(8joQQ)eK5nno§  aasoslceaoofb  odlcymroildJlgjoeilffl  cascino.  oro 
®§qdo  as&6>ro  ciogj  §®@c©6><OTa)0§  (^sWoanu"  §3®  eescounl  o«e>osnfai 

rrolsss  <S)J  sis)  ae§c©ffiffiTO)0§®^(tns)(Tnca)0srao  al;  o£g.  /  $).  gaa?  , 
ojcti)  (SUKcSlaoD  sme'aqoQil  aji abunosse)  ojostous^o,  raoajo§c0:>§fl<i36 
ookrao  ®@OoQj1(Q)o®c03O§^  ajlffll^ero^Qcm  c&omrorm”  (Siumas 

as  ®<&m  ismmo-D&Josna  an£l(B)l6>jaJ^cm@0.  ©i©  oolaAcoTlcafe  agji&eo 
^oiQjasto  (sroaoo^l^lsgjrfltoi  (grocuaBd  ©t&M-silgjasxu)  aigsaacnoss 
QJostmuilcTO  <saisn§  ffiaJofflfiJ  c©c0rf5)lcQia6n3ario  sroioai)  nrufiaunltfiacnD,  og) 
cmo®6  o^rffatgocojoiaiimmunlisiaa  eoonssnogaJodl  .oOcusiascm©© 

am©})  (DjnaigocoCTUio  CDoraoi.0  cgjomjsseoo  aJoaoijojcrD  oo6nou  -  gpemacim 
cniDlrnlomliDi  aoomid  (mi^aocnisrcnlao0  agjiaeogjo  (Qjrtno  nruJlc&al  <mstn 
(Srofgjoaicgjo  <D6)6n§0  o®at>06mu  (KDOGcMsnggD  ^  o  cy  cy-co6  cootnxi 
fflo!gffiejcAi5ni  g.®nso<33fBr>®^no  gjcojkd  euniouSiry  00  5>.®1  isoc^aaQ)  g.ea_i 
tftsJlc9siOS)(2)CinOo  o£)(©  l§0^(2)04fflC£S(3  aJ2^a<&06niffl!^0a&Cn0o  OCSO_isl 
aetiioodnssor©^  oincrnlso  (grpiflKiommvo  ®dhaciolxuiao(a.(ol  <go(dl6)m.’  aeon 
cBrnltSaagronoo  offlAift  laiiawi  afrdl«5&  ^$crjicsb  isogjaoa®  oim^fflc&osrisl©) 
ttoahrcribo  ass  oflj&A-ps  o%s>®  cuaaro  ffiTOa4Q:.2od;''ffi§  asr® .  oSlaa 
cross.  <si@  d-.0Q:®K)'Cg)6)CYr)  &crn\©6  t^§u'<o6  sogpoa®  cau-ta,®  in^ssa. 
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ga3paa6gi30o  o®§teaom  cua Mo  oroai  <u<sej  rruocoroilcfcsflfijo  srorajo 
aioo  6BB§so33&  aiaTDaaJocffllss^ (tnoagrocno  Aosnoocyornnaosra0 . 

o  qj  cy  ■  <o&  opoomib  oca®^^^  aja^ooajfmltoi)  ojlcnflg  qj] 

OJO.lOSO]a\D6KO«5>  ^§(OT&J0  6nJ5J6)g-J§^<fe«J|o,  o4(D3oilCao«SfflS  04 

2xmejce>©&  aisola-jltesAeQ) zosuo0  6>ja.5<^1|sa.©°.  go®  caorosnoffiBsio^ 
@ o^®3D.  a®ttJ<fta3lc9£3c9)Cpjo  a^d&c&oej®©0  ffl>cmlcc6  (^§(S)®6  gogjaoffiffl 
oiiy  ffl&o6nil<oUs>C!3o  fflxu^nr)  a^(i)a-jo§  oj^snfo  aigaro  Aosrar^  oj 
(oltB^aaosm0  oxu^lsas  ©>“■  aooaKTZioasas  gocmacorm  crujolrtnl  a_ig&j  cyjraj 
o^6®3  ;go§  ^slaj)osrr)u  ool®5c9Scm@.  ^ojla2®rt)©ffirale4gg_ 
oMfiSrai-thOo  Siomo  slamruojo  (D@Aol.aj  cdksoto.  ®roro>l^£Uc86tu  a^ooojo 
GQa)j83loJ|OQajl  aAiDsyleSgjossrmaicosas  oruoajj  a,0(S©i  elajcruoio  larDoj 

(Slaldsao'^S).  CDaolojaiccscnD.  ggrmlao  ajoaa  ggeojcOo  ctSloaacnjg 
cs^s.'a-igjoffaJOajaodilailiSlaQ.irn  sojlgjlcoi  (mogaiicpl  .apses  covtsusw 
ab<o6aoe©oas(8n»8So  csrocDLajctsas  cnucrao  ca>oe4c&«n©&  oolcnoacfeoss  am 
aacrnosrtf  cioloau  go©  cmolnaluilasi  acooOo  oSojoaoo 
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J.07‘2  THAVANOORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.  [1()TH  JUNE  1924. 

[Mr.  A.  Hoogewerf.] 

000002)1(06  Q^t63l§0g]0(Q-J®O'  OTUJlc03^(8a9ffl5ri§fS)O6)6inOaTO  caoeooorna-i^o 
(srosg-ioOo  (srormtaei<0a  oolaranruisarlffli  ffl®3  e®eco®l(£i-}2acQ)0 
abbsooiflal  (srors  oruoaSlo8fflOQicrn®o5fvo0.  (gro@s)c8)06n@0  goegujoco  sra>oci6 
(aTOe§QOflsrmlaai)0  oroiligjoaDsxOTJ)  sruauaoodjl  ogyml  coker®. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Sir,  before  I  go  into  the 
matter  under  discussion  I  have  a  personal  explanation  to  make.  Some 
of  my  friends  here  may  think  in  their  heart  of  hearts  that  I  am  poking 
my  nose  into  a  legislation  that  does  not  concern  me.  Mr.  Krishna 
Aiyangar  in  a  way  insinuated  that  I  am  a  Christian  and  I  can  view  the 
matter  only  from  the  Christian  point  of  view. 

PRESIDENT :  There  is  no  insinuation. 

Mb,  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  At  any  rate  he  said  that 
I  am  a  Christian  and  I  would  have  my  Christian  angle  of  vision. 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  a  fact,  you  are  a  Christian. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  I  stand  here,  Sir,  as  I 
said,  as  a  member  of  this  Council  and  not  merely  as  a  Christian.  I  am 
for  the  purpose -of  this  debate  a  member  of  this  Council  just  like  any¬ 
body  else.  If  I  have  no.  voice  in  this  matter,  I  'think  Mr.  Krishna 
;  Aiyangar,  who  .is  a  Brahmin,  has  also  no  voice  in  this  matter. 

Rao  Rahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (. Deputy 
President):  I  think  I  must  make  a  personal  explanation.  .  I  never  said 
so.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  have  all  been  listening  very  attentively  to 
his  powerful  voice.  . 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  It  was  at  the  request  of 
some  of  my  leading  Nayar  friends  that  I  made  up  my  mind  to  speak 
on  this isubjeet.  I  am  born  in  a  Nayar  country;  I  am  proud  to  have 
served  under  Nayar  officials  two  of  whom  are  seated,  in  the  visitors’ 
gallery  on  my  left.  I  have,  as  my  best  friends,  Nayars,  including  the 
mover  of  the  bill,  whom  I  look  upon  as  a  true  patriot.  My  family  lias 
been  serving  this  State  for  four  generations  and.  had  something  to  do: 
with  its  making..  In. fact  I  am  practically  a  Nayar  in  sympathies.  The 
'  Nayars  are  probably  the  cleanest  people  In  the  world.  I  only  want  that 
their  legislation  should  have’no  taint  but  be  clean  as  themselves.  Now, 

.  Sir,  I  thought  that  ray  statements  would  fall  upon  deaf  years.  Butfroma 
perusal  of  the  agenda  paper  I  find  that  half  the  number  of  Nayar  members 
.  have  been  sending  up  similar  amendments.  This  is  a  great  strength  to 
(  me.  If  monogamy  is  the  practice  I  cannot  see.  why  we  should  not-  have 
. legislation  sanctioning  iti  The  Ezhavas  accepted  monogamy  not1- be- 
.v'Cafise  polygamy  was  rampant  but  because  the  intelligentsia  of  the  conr- 
^manity  wanted  it.  The  Nayar  Congress,  whose,  resolutions  are  made 
so  much  of,  has  declared  openly  at  Vaikam,  where  thousands  of  Nayars 
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were  gathered,  that  they  wanted  monogamy.  I  think  that  is  a  very  great 
and  weighty  pronouncement.  We  make  so  much  of  the  other  resolu¬ 
tions.  "Why  not  then  give  this  also  its  due  weight?  The  objection  as 
far  as  I  can  gather  from  the  speeches  of  my  Nayar  friends  is  that  the 
community  is  not  prepared  to  accept  monogamy.  This  was  the  cry 
when  the  questions  of  divorce  and  conversion  were  discussed  in  this 
House.  But  this  Council  in  spite  of  it  accepted  the  amendment.  There 
was  a  regular  flutter  in  the  dove-ctes  when  it  was  passed  and  it  was 
said  that  the  bottom  was  knocked  our  of  the  Nayar  Regulation.  But 
from  yesterday’s  and  to-day’s  discussion  here  we  find  the  bottom 
is  still  there.  The  angle  of  vision  is  gradually  changing  with  re¬ 
gard  to  divorce  which  was  so  much  talked  of.  In  regard  to  mono¬ 
gamy,  the  sense  of  the  community  was  not  ascertained  by  ■  a 
roving  commission.  Custom  seems  decidedly  to  be  in  favour  .  .of  it. 
Cochin  has  accepted  it,  and  they  are  our  brothers  and  neighbours. 
Why  should  we  then  go  to  Africa  or  Persia  or  China  for  analogy  ? 
All  the  advanced  nations  are  monogamists.  Even  independent  of  the 
sense  of  the  community,  as  the  elected  members  here  are  the 
leaders  of  the  intelligentsia  and  of  the  community,  they  should  not  only 
reflect .  the  views  of  the  people  hut  also  often  lead  them.  Custom 
is  changing  every  day,  and  when  we  are  not  quite  sure  what  exactly 
is  the  sense  of  a  community  on  a  certain  question,  we  have  to 
do  what  is  right  and  proper.  If  legislation  has  to  follow  custom 
it,  shall  he  quite  in  the  fitness  of  things  if  we  follow  it  and  legislate  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  present  custom. 

Mr.  T.  3L  YELU  PTT iTiAT  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad )  :  I 
would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Hoogewerf  which  he  would  favour  more — 
compulsory  monogamy  or  absolute  prohibition  of  divorce- 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated )  :  I  do  not  hear. 

Mr.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  N edumangad) :  _  I 
would  like  to  know  which  one  of  these  Mr.  Hoogewerf  would  favour- 
compulsory  monogamy  or  absolute  prohibition  of  divorce. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated)  :  He  knows  my  views  on 
this  matter.  I  stoutly  oppose  divorce,  and  I  approve  monogamy.  There 
are  good  ,  customs  and  had  customs :  and  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the 
leaders  to  choose  between  the  two.  I  plead  for  the  wife  and  children. 
These  are  some  of  the  reasons  that  I  have  to  put  forward  and  I  ask  my 
friends  with  a  clean  and  unbiassed  mind  to  forget  for  the  time  being 
that  am  a  Christian  and.  to  vote  on  this  important  question  which 
deeply  concerns  the  welfare:  of  the  community. 

The  motion  that,  in  line  1,  after  the  word  ‘female’  the  words  'or  a 
male’  be  added  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried,  19  voting /or  and  14 
against. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELTJ  PILLAI.  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  ^1 
ask  for 'a  poll.  '  .  ? 
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A  poll  was  taken  with  the  following  result : 

AYES.— 19. 


1.  Mr.  A.  J.  Van  Boss. 

2.  „  I.  0.  Chacko. 

8.  „  R.  Dhanukoti  Pillai. 

4.  „  K  George. 

5.  „  E.  Krishna  Pillai. 

6.  ,,  M.  Udaya  Varma  Raja. 

7.  „  J,  John  Nidiry. 

8.  „  P.  T.  Thomas. 

9.  „  K.  Dominic  Tomman. 


10.  Mr. 

Joseph  Panjikaran. 

11.  „ 

C.  Sankara  Menon. 

12.  „ 

G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

13. 

Tariatu  Kunjitomman. 

14.  „ 

V.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai 

15.  „ 

L.  E.  Eaja  Eaja  Varma 
Koil  Tampuran, 

16.  „ 

M.  K.  Khadir  Pillai. 

17.  „ 

A.  Hoogewerf.  , 

is.  „ 

A.  Govinda  Menon. 

19.  Mr.  T.  M.  Chidambaratanu  Pillai. 


NOES.— 14. 


1,  Mr.  K  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 
(Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture  and 

Fisheries).. 

2.  „  It.  K.  Krishna  Pillai. 

8.  „  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 

4.  ,,  V.  Subba  Aiyar. 

5.  Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  Krishna 

Aiyangar. 

6.  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai. 


7.  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai. 

8.  „  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

9.  „  T.  Rumara  Pillai. 

10.  „  N.  Padmanabha  Pillai. 

11.  „  N.  Eamakrishna  Pillai. 

12.  „  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

( Tiru, valla .) 

13.  „  T.  Lakshmana  Pillai. 

14.  „  C.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai. 


The  motion  was  declared  carried. 

Mr.  M.  K.  KHADIE  PILLAI  ( Nominated )  :  Are  there  any 
neutrals  ? 


PRESIDENT  :  I  will  count  the  neutrals  also. 

NEUTRALS.— 6.  . 

1.  Mr,  J.  Stephenson.  ,  1  4.  Mr,  M.  B.  Madhava  Variar. 

2.  „  M.  Raja  Raja  Varma.  5.  „  N.  Kumaran. 

3.  _  „  H,  T.  Ponnuswami  Pillai.  |  0.  P.  Paramesvaran. 

The  House  rose  at  6-6  p.  m. 


S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR, 
Secre  tary  to  the  Legislative  Council, 


TRAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

FIRST  SESSION,  1099, 


Wednesday ,  11th  June,  1924 , 


(OFFICIAL,  REPORT.) 


The  Council  met  again  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at 
Eleven  Thirty-five  of  the  Clock,  with  the  President  in  the  Chair, 

NEW  MEMBER, 

The  following  member  was  sworn  in : 

Mn.  0.  S.  Ramaswami  Aiyar  b.  a.,  b.  e.,  c,  e.  ( Nominated. ), 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


{Order  'made  by  the  President  wider  Standing  Order  No.  12—  - 

(1)  Printed  copies  of  the  questions  and  answers  to  be  put  and  given  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  shall  be  placed  on  the  Council  table  15  minutes  before  the  President 
takes  his  seat. 

(2)  The  questions  shall  be  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner:— 

The  Secretary  shall  oall  the  name  of  each  interpellator  in  serial  order,  specify  the 
serial  number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable 
Opportunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  he  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary  question. 
Supplementary  questions  must  bo  put  immediately  after  the  principal  questions  to  which 
they  relate.] 

.  Casteivar  Statement  of  Women  Teachers. 

312.  Mb.  T.  M.  CHID AMBARATANU  PILL AI  (Kdlhulam  cum 
Tovala) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  caste- 
war  statement  showing  the  number  of  permanent  'women  teachers,  with 
their  salaries,  employed  in  English  Schools  for  Girls,  inclp.di»g  the 
Higher  Grade  Training  School  for  Women  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  GovernMnt)  : 
The  statement*  required  by  the  member  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Allotment  for  the  Maintenance  of  certain  Soads. 

313.  Mb.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  (Kalkulam  cum 
Tovala)  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  sanctioned 
annual  expenditure  per  mile  for  the  maintenance  of  the  following 


'  *  Vdle  appendix  I — page  1092*  * 
G.P.T.  4233.  314.  2-8-24. 

Vol.  IV,No.  14  a 
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(1)  Surlakod-Mekkod 

road ; 

(2)  Kulasekharam-Mekkod 

road ; 

(3)  Mekkod-Padmanabha- 
puram  road ;  - 


(4)  Mekkod-Verkilampu 

road ; 

(5)  Verkilampu-Azhakiya- 

mandapam  road ;  and 

(6)  Verkilampu-E  lantay- 
ampalam  road  ? 


( b )  Are  the  Government  aware  that  the  transport  of  timber, 
fuel,  etc.,  from  the  forests  in  the  Kalkulam  taluk  is  mainly  along  the 
roads  mentioned  above  ? 


(e)  Has  the  Public  Works  Department  informed  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  an  amount  equal  to  that  sanctioned  for  the  maintenance  of 
other  roads  would',  not  be  -adequate  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads 
mentioned  above  ?  , 

MB.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
(a)  The  maintenance  grants  per  mile  for  the  roads  mentioned  by 


the  member  are  as  follows :  .  -  . 

R». 

'  (1)  Suflakod-Mekkod  road  ...  250 

(2)  Kulasekharam-Mekkod  road  .  ...  ■  140 

(3)  Mekkod-'Padmanabhapurarn  road  ...  140 

.  (4)  Mekkod-Verkilampu  road  ...  100 

(5)  Verkilampu-Azhakiamandapamroad...  100 

(6)  Verkilampu-Elantayampalam  road  ...  100 


(6)  Yes.  The  roads  are  subject  to  fairly. heavy  traffic. 

’(c)  Yes ;  in  regard  to  the  Mekkod-Padmanabhapuram  road. 

Exhibits  of  the  Agricultural  Department  at the  Exhibition. 

3l4.  MB.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {Muvattvpuzha) :  What 
were  the  new  articles  exhibited  by  the  Agricultural  Department  in  the 
Agricultural  Section  of  the  Trivandrum  Exhibition,  besides  those  that 
have  long  been  in  existeneeJn  this  country  and  produced  by  the  agri¬ 
culturists  here  ?  ,  ■ 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):  A 
statement*  giving  the  required  information  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Surgical  Operations  in  the  General  Hospital. 
cft’5.  Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) :  (a) 
Will  the  Government,  be  pleased  to  state  the  number  of  major  operations 
performed  by  Dr.  K.  Raman  Tampi  in,  the  General  Hospital  from 
Makaram,1097,  to  Makaram,  1698 

'  (6)  What  were  the  diseases  in  respect  of  which  those  operations 

were  performed  ? 

(c)  How  ’many  of  them  were  successful  ? 

*F»cfe  appendix,  II — pasro  1095. 
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(d)  How  many  major  operations  were  performed  by  Dr.  Ponnu- 
swami  Pillai  from  Kumbham,  1098,  to  Vrischikam,  1099  ? 

(e)  What  were  the  diseases  in  those  cases  '■ 

(/)  How  many  of  them  were  successful  ? 

Mb.  B.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Statements*  furnishing  the  required  information  are  laid  on  the  table. 

Unsuccessful  Surgical  Operations  ly  Dr.  Ponnustoami  Pillai. 

316.  Mb.  T.  KUMABA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod )  : 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  in  Vrischikam, 

1099,  a  patient  who  was  operated  upon  in  the  General  Hospital  met 
with  instant  death  as  the  result  of  a  subsequent  operation  performed 
on  him  by  Dr.  Ponnuswami  Pillai  ? 

(&)  What  was  the  disease  for  which  he  was  operated  upon 
originally  ? 

(c)  Who  performed  that  operation  ? 

(d)  For  what  disease  was  the  subsequent  operation  performed  ? 

(e)  Who  were  the  medical  officers  who  helped  Dr.  Ponnuswami 
Pillai  at  the  time  of  the  second  operation  ? 

Mb.  B.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

{a)  to  (d)  A  patient  was  operated  upon  by  Dr.  Ponnuswami  Pillai, 
for  strangulated  hernia  of  four  days’  duration  with  bad  symptoms.  ;  The 
patient  died.  There  was  no  second  operation.  . 

'(e)  The  question  does  not  arise. 

Transhipment  of  Cargo  at  the  Alleppey  Port. 

317.  Me.  0.  EAMANKUNJU  ( Nominated) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state : 

(а)  how  many  tons  of  cargo  were  landed  from  and  loaded  into 
steamers  and  Indian  craft  at  the  port  of  Alleppey  during  1097  and  1098 
by  boats  owned  by  merchants  and  nom-merchants,  respectively ; 

(б)  how  many  lighters  are  owned  by  merchants  and  non-merchants 
respectively.; 

■  (c)  how  many  complaints  of  loss  Of  cargo  were  preferred  by  tin. 
dais  of  lighters  owned  by  merchants  and  non-merchants,  respectively, 
during  1097  and  1098,  and  What  .was  the  amount  of  loss  involved  in 
each  case;  , 

.  -(c?)  how  much  of  the-  loss  occurred  during  night  time ; 

(e)  for  how  many  days  in  1098  the  lighters  were  allowedto  ply  at 
hight ;  and 

(/)  whether  boats  are  allowed  to  ply  during  night,  in  the  Cochin 
Port,  and  if  not,  how  the  authorities  there  manage  to  restrict* he  ship¬ 
ping  to  day-time  ? 

*  Vide  appendix  III  A  and  B— pages  1094  ami  ' 
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Mb.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  No  separate  records  are  maintained. 

(b)  The  number  of  cargo  boats  owned  by  - 

(1)  merchants — 12 

(2)  non-merchants — 19 

(c)  The  number  of  protests  noted  by  Uncials  of  boats  owned  by— 

(1)  merchants — nil  in  1097  and  14  in  1098. 

(2)  non-merchants —  22  in  1097  and  49  in  1098.  No  informa¬ 
tion  is  available  as  to  the  amount  of  loss  involved. 

(d)  Five  in  1097  and  10  in  1098. 

M  16-  ■  .  ' 

(/)  Boats  are  allowed  to  ply  at  night  in  the  Cochin  Port.  No 
restriction  is  placed  on  shipping  during  day-time  unless  bad  weather 
sets  in. 

Boman  Catholic  Graduates  in  the  Land  Revenue 
Commissioner’s  Office. 

318.  Mb.  JO.SEPH  PANJIKARAN  {Shertallai)  :  Will  the  Go- 
vernment  be.  pleased  to  state-: 

(a)  the  number  of  Roman  Catholic  graduates,  if  any,  entertained 
in  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner’s  office  after  the  separation  of 
Devaswoms  from  the  Land  Revenue  Department ;  and 

( b )  if  any  such  Roman  Catholics  have  been  entertained,  the 
period  of  their  service  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(«)  Two,  vie.,  Messrs..  T.  J.  Zachariah  and  S.  Francis. 

(b)  The  service  of  Mr.  Zachariah.  in  the  Land  Revenue  Com¬ 
missioners  office  was  3  months  and  19  days  from  the  14th  Minam,  109$. 
He  had  a  break  of  ten  days  during  that  period, 

The  first  appointment  of  Mr,  Francis  was  sanctioned  by  Govern¬ 
ment  on  the  8th  May,  1924. 

Appointment  of  a  Brahmin.  Graduate  in  the  Land  Revenue 
Commissioner’s  Office.  ,  • 

.  319.  Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ):  (a)  Is  it  a  fact 
that  a  Brahmin  graduate  was  appointed  to  a  vacancy  in  the  Land, 
Revenue  Commissioner’s  office. in  Makaram,.  1099 '} 

(b)  What  is  the  name  of  that  graduate  ?  ■ 

(c)  Was  he  ever  in  the  Travancore  Government  service  ? 

(d)  Is  he  a  Travancorean  ? 

(e) ‘  When  did  he  graduate  ? 
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(/■)  Why  was  not  the  Catholic  graduate  who  had  been  acting 
for  about  six  months  appointed  in  that  vacancy  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(b)  to  (/').  These  questions  do  not  arise  in  view  of  the  answer 
to  part  (a). 

Medals  in  the  Ayurveda  College, 

320'. '  Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ) :  («)  Have  the 

officials  of  H.  H.  The  Maha  Raja’s  Palace  handed  over  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  a  sum  of  money  for  awarding  medals  to  the  candidates  who 
annually  head  the  lists  of  successful  candidates  in  the  Ayurveda  exa¬ 
mination  ?  ' 

( b )  When  Was  this  trust  instituted  ? 

(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  give  the  names  of  the 

medal-winners:  with  the  year  and  the  date  on  which  these  medals  were 
presented  ?  « . ' 

.  Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 

(a)  Yes. 

( b )  In  1094  M.  E. 

(c)  The  medals  were  presented  to  the  winners  on  the  12thKmn- 
bham,  1099.  The  names  of  the  winners  are  given  below  with  the  years. 

1.  K.  Madhava  Kurup  (1094). 

2.  T.  K.  Raman  Pillai  (1095). 

3.  K.  N,  Kesava  Pillai  (1096).  . 

4.  K.  Kunjulaman  (1097). 

5.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  (1098). 

Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)  :  With  respect  to  the 
answer  to  part  (c)  of  my  question,  may  I,  know  why  the  medals  were 

not  given  to  the  winners  in  due  course  every  year  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (.Chief  Secretary  to  Government)': 
Information  as  to  the  cause  of  the  delay  has  been  called  for  from  the 
Director  of  Ayurveda. 

Complaints  against  Mr.  Sadasimn  Pillai,  Fishery  Inspector , 

321.  Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  (a)  Have  the 

Government  ,  received  any  complaint  against  Mr.  Sadasi van  Pillai,  the 
Fishery  Inspector  of  Vaikam  ? 

(6)  How  many  complaints  were  received  against  him  ? 

(c)  What  were  the  dates  of  the  first  and  the  last ;  complaints 

against  this  officer  ?  > 

(d)  What  enquiries  have  the  Government  made  concerning  the 
allegations  contained  in  those  complaints  and  with  what  result  ? 
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Me.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)-. 

(a)  to  C cl).  Ho  complaint  has  been  received  by  the  Government 
against  Mr.  Sadasivan  Pillai,  now  Fishery  Snb-Inspector  of  the  Fish¬ 
curing  Yard  at  Alleppey.  Some  petitions  are  reported  to  have  been 
received  by  the  Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  against,  the  Sub- 
Inspector  in  1098  and  1099  while  he  was  the  Fishery  Sub-Inspector 
at  Vaikam.  These  were  enquired  into  by  the  Fishery  Inspector  at 
Alleppey  and  the  enquiry  is  said  to  have  elicited  nothing  against  the 
Sub-Inspector. 

Complaint  against  Mr.  P.  Banian  Pilled,  Additional 
Munsiff,  Shertallai. 

322.  Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertcdlcd )  :  (a)  Have  the 

Government  or  the  High  Court  received  any  complaint  against 
Mr.  P-.  Baman  Pillai,  A  dditional  Munsiff  at  Shertallai  ? 

■(b)  Have  the  Government  made ‘any  enquiries  into  those  com¬ 
plaints,  and,  if  so,  with  what  result  ?  .  .. 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

( a )  Government  have  received  a  complaint.  They  have  no  in¬ 
formation  whether  the  High  Court  have  received  any  complaint. 

(&)  Government  have  forwarded  the  complaint  to  the  High 
Court.  . 

Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)-.  With  respect  to 
answer  to  part  (6)  of  my  question,  may  I  know  whether  the  petition  was 
only  for-weirded  or  whether  it  was  .forwarded  for  enquiry  and  report  '> 
Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government 
It  was  forwarded  for  disposed.  ' 

Dues  from  Mr.  G.  RetmabhadrH  Aiyar,  Tahsildar, 

323.  Mr!  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  (a) ,  Is  any  sum  of 
money  due  to  the  Government  from  Mr,  G.  Bamabhach'a  Aiyar,  the 
present  Tahsildar  of  To'vala  ? 

(h)  How  long  has  it  been  due  2 

(c)  Has  any  amount  been  realised  from  him  till  now  ? 

.(d)  What  is  the  balance  still  due  ? 

•  (e)  What  is  the  method  employed  by  the  Government  in  realising 
this  debt 

(/)  How  did  this  debt  originate  2  \  ■ 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government )  :  (a)  Yes, 
A  stun  of  Rs.  1,639-11-2  has  been  ordered  to  be  recovered  from 
Mr.  Bamabhadra  Aiyaiv 

(b)  The  recovery  was  ordered  in  Minam  1097. 

(a)  A  sum  of  Rs.  1,119-18-0.  has  been  recovered  from  the  officer 
fill  the  end  of  Minam  1099. 
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id)  The  balance  due  to  be  recovered  is  Rs.  519-21-2, 

(e)  The  amount  is  being  recovered  from  the  officer  s  salary  in 
monthly  instalments  of  Bh.  Es.  50. 

if)  The  recovery  is  on  account  of  the  loss  the  Government  sus¬ 
tained  in  the  rice  sale  transactions  of  the  Alwaye  Municipal  Council,  of 
which  Mr.  Ramabhadra  Aiyar  was  the  President  at  the  time. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Narasimha  Aiym\  Ag.  Assistant  Account 
Officer  on  Leave. 

324,  Mb.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertalhd)  :  (a)  Has  Mr.  A. 

V.  Narasimha  Aiyar,  Ag.  Assistant  Account  Officer,  been  granted  one 
year’s  leave '? 

(6)  Is  it  preparatory  to  retirement  ? 

(c)  Is  he  allowed  to  take  up  any  private  work  during  this  one 

"year  (cZ)  Has  he  actually  taken  up  any  work  ? 

(e)  Do  the  Government  know  the  nature  of  the  work,  if  any, 
taken  up  by  him  ?  ,  ’  ,  , 

If)  Ha3  Dewan  Bahadur  Mr.  Krishnan  Nair  made  any  statement 
in  writing  concerning  Mr.  Narasimha  Aiyar’s  promotion  while  he  was  a 

Superintendent  in  the  Account  Office?  ^ 

Mr  K  GEORGE  (. Financial  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  Yes.' Combined  privilege  leave  and  furlough  for  one  year 
with  effect  from  the  23rd  Dhanu  1099. 

(b)  Government  have  no  information.  \ 

■(c)  Yes.  . : 

(d)  and  (e)  Government  have  no  information. 

Operations  in  the  Women  and  CMldren’s  Hospital,  Taiicad. 

'  325  Mb  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai )  :  («)  How.  many 

diSt  latour  operations  were  performed  in  the  Women  and  Children  s 

Hospital  in  1098  ? 

ib)  How  many  of  these  operations  were  successful? 

(c)  How  many  ended  fatally  ?  T  , 

Cd)  How  many  of  these  operation?  were  performed  by  the  Lady 
Doctor  in  charge  of  the  hospital  herself? 

Ce)  Has  any  operation  performed' by  her  proved  fatal  ?  .  _  .  .  . 

(/)  How  many  of  these  difficult  labour  operations  were  done  by 

1,61  ^  Yo)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  names  of  her 
assistants,  with  the  number  of  operations  performed  by  each,  and  the 

results  ^  -  ^  of  the  j)asbar  Physician  applied  for  in  any  of 

these  dfficult  labour  operations  ?  r(  v  '  ,  . 
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Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) ; 

(a)  70. 

( b )  68. 

(0  2: 

'  yd)  7. 

(e)  None, 


\f)  oo. 

(cj)  Vide  statement  given  below . 


Names. 

No. 

No. 

operations. 

cured. 

died. 

Miss  I.  Gomez 

22 

21 

1 

Mrs.  V.  S.  Alweyn 

Miss  L.  Gomez  ..( 

10 

12 

10 

12 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Miss  A-,  Thompson 

5 

5 

Nil. 

G.  Kalyani  Amnia. 

14 

13 

1 

(/.-)  No. 

Kallar  Scheme. 

326.  Mr.  JOSEPH  PAN  JIK  ARAN  (Shertallai)  :  (®)  What  was  it 
that  induced  -the  Government  to  carry  on  further-  negotiations  with 
the  Madras  Government  regarding  the  Kallar  Scheme  ? 

(h)  What  are  the  indisputable  facts  alluded  to  in  the  Dewan’s 
Assembly  Address  of  1099,  which  the  Madras  Government  misunder¬ 
stood,  regarding  the  Kallar  Scheme  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

(а)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  Dewan’s  Address  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Assembly,  paragraph  36. 

(б) .  The  Madras  Government  stated  that,  the  fall  on  the  Travan- 
eore  side  is  only  250  ft.  as  against;  the  600  ft.  which  they  assumed 
during  the  negotiations  of  December  1922.  This  assumption  was 
wrong.,  The  fall  on  the  Travancore  side  is  not  250  ft.,  but  is  some¬ 
thing'  like  750  ft.  This  was  pointed  out  to' the  Madras  Government. 

Y/orh  of  P.W.  D.  Special  Officer  at  Shertallai. 

327.  Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  ( Shertallai ) :  (a)  Has  the 

special  officer  posted  to  Shertallai,  for  improving  the  means  of  communi¬ 
cation  in  that  taluk,  made  any  suggestions  till  now  ?  1 

(5)  Has  he  prepared  anyhaew  estimates  ? 
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0  (o)  Has  lie  submitted  any  estimate  for  opening  the  canal  con¬ 
necting  the padinjarepozlii  with  the  Muttam  backwater? 

(d)  Is  it  a  fact  that  he  has  been  continually  requesting  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  or  the  Chief  Engineer  for  a  transfer  from  that  place  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  : 

{a)  The  P.  W.  D.  Officer  at  Shertallai  is  a  Section  Officer  and 
not  a  Special  Officer,  He  is  not  expected  to  make  suggestions  of  the 
kind  referred  to  by  the  member: 

(6)  The  Section  Officer  has  submitted  an  estimate  for 
pis.  21,260  for  improving  and  extending  the  Puthen  thodu  at  Tannir- 
mukkam  and  it  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Governmentr 

(c)  No.  The  Section  Officer  is  now  prospecting  the  line, . 

{d)  No. 

Clients'  Shed,  attached  to  the  Attingal  Munsiff s  Court. 

328.  Mr,  V,  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( ChirayinUl )  :  {a)  Are 

the  Government  aware  that  a  building  known  as  the  ‘  clients’  shed' 
attached  to  the  Attingal  Munsiff s  Court  was  in  existence  for  the  use  of 
clients  ? 

(6)  Has  that  shed  been  converted  into  a  clerks’  room  .for  the 
Munsiff A  Court  ? 

(e) .  Are  the  Government  aware  that  subsequently  clients  were 
using  the  bandy  shed  attached  to  the  court  as  a  shelter  ? 

(d)  Are  the  Government  aware-  that  that  bandy  shed  has  also 
been  converted  into  another  clerks’  room  leaving  the  clients  to  wander 
about  and  to  loiter  in  the  court  verandah,  causing  much  inconvenience 
to  the  court  and  the  client  population  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  to  (d)  Government  have  no  information. 

Mr.  V.  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  {ChirayinkiT) :  Will  the 
Government  call  for  the  necessary  information  from  the  Attingal  Mun¬ 
siff  s  Court  ?  , 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government):. 

Yes. 

Munshies  in  ’English  Schools. 

329.  Mr.  V.  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chirayinkil) :  Will  tlie 
Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  .  a  '  list  showing — 

(а)  the  names  and  number  of  vernacular,  munshies  in  English 
High  Schools  with  their  age,  qualification,  salary,  date  of  first  appoint¬ 
ment  and  service ;  and 

(б)  how  many  of.  them  have  been  granted  extension  of  service, 
regardless  of  their  age,  date  of  appointment,  etc.  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  , Government I : 

(a)  The  statement*  required  by  the  member  is  laid  on  the  table. 

'*  Vide,  appendix  IV— pages  1096  to  1099. 
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.  (6)  No.  30  in  the  statement  alone  was  granted  .  an  extension  of 
service  for  one  year  from  the  5th  Kumbham,  1099,  on  which  date  he  com.' 
pleted  his  fifty-fifth  year  of  age. 

Headmasters  of  English  High  Schools  complained  against  ' 

330.  Mb.  Y.  KUNJUKBISHNA  PILLAI  ( GHrayinkil );  Will 
the  .  Government  be  pleased  to  place  '  on  the  table  a  list  showing 
the  names  of  the  Headmasters  of  English  High  Schools  against  whom 
representations  have  been  made  by  the  public,  by  means  of  telegrams, 
memorials,  resolutions  and  deputations,  showing' the  nature  of  the 
complaint  in  each  case  ? 

'Mb.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAB  {Secretary  to  Government ):  The 
answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Mb.  Y.  KUNJUKBISHNA  PILLAI  ( GUrayinkil) :  Are  not  the 
Government  in  receipt  of  complaints  against  the  Headmasters  of  At- 
tingal  and  Kottarakara  English  Schools  ? 

Mb.  S,  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
Complaints  have  been  received  against  more  than  one  Headmaster. 
But  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  complaints  have  been  received  against 
<  ahy  particular  Heaumaster  unless  a  question  concerning  him  is  specifi¬ 
cally  put.  . 

Mb:  V.  KUNJUKBISHNA  PILLAI  {Chirayinldl) :  Aro  the 
Government  in  receipt  of  complaints  against  those  two  Headmasters? , 

Mb.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government >; 
I  claim  notice. 

Re/usalby  the  Secretary,  Public  Library,  of  the  Presentation 
Copy  of  a  Booh, 

331.  Mb.  V.  KUNJUKEISHNA  PILLAI  {Chirayinldl) :  Is  it  a 
fact  that  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Trivandrum  Public  Library  has 
returned  a  copy  of  the  book  “.The  Brahmin  Peril”  to  its  author, 
Mr.  C.  N'.  Madhayan  Pillai,.  who  presented!!  to  the  library,,  and,  if  so, 

:  why  ? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government) : 
Yes ;  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Library  Committee. 

•  .  Suits  against  the  Sirlcar  in  the  Kottayam  District  Court. 

332-;  Mb.  K.  DOMINIC  TOMMAN  {Peermade  cum  Devicolam) : 

(a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  number  of 
civil  suits, filed  against  the  Sirkar  in  the  Kottayam  District  Court  to  set 
aside  the  decisions  of  the  No.  4  Party  Settlement  Officer  in  the  cherikkal 

:  cases  of  the  Kanjirapalli  pakuthi  in  the  Changanachery ;  taluk,  which 
now  forms  the  Kanjirapalli  north  and  south. pdkuthies  9' 

( b )  How  many  of  such  suits  were  decreed  against  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  how  many  suits  were,  compromised  by  the  Government  ? 
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■Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

(а)  39. 

(б)  Sixteen  suits  were  decreed  against  the  Government  and  five 
were  compromised. 

Complaints  against  Income  Tax  Officers. 

333.  Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  [Shertallai) :  (a)  Have  the 
merchants  of  Changanachery  and  Atirampuzha  sent  separate  resolutions 
to  the  Government  pointing  out  the  hardships  they  are  subjected  to, 
owing  to  the  arbitrary  way  in  which  income  tax  officers  discharge  their 
functions  ? 

(6)  Have  the  Government  made  any  inquiries  into  the  allega¬ 
tions  contained  in  the  resolutions  of  the  traders  of  the.  Changanachery 
and  Atirampuzha  submitted  to  them  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  Yes.  - 

(b)  A  report  has  been  called  for  from  the  Income  Tax  Com¬ 
missioner  in  both  the  cases. 

Estimate  of  Taxable  Income. 

334.  Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)  :  Is  it  a  fact  that, 
in  estimating  taxable  income,  the  income  fax  officers,  estimate  it  as 
varying  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  capital  outlay? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAJ  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  -. 
In  cases  where  accounts  are  not  properly  kept  or  where  the  value  of 
stock  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  not  ascertainable, 
the  collectors  of  income  tax  have  t.o  resort  to  the  method  of  arriving 
at  the  profits  at  so  much  per  cent,  of  the  total  turnover  of  the  business. 
The  percentage  varies  Jwith  the  class  of  business  and  the'  place  where 
it  is  carried  on. 

Entries  male  by  Income  Tax  Officers  in  Account  Books. 

.  335.  Mr.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai)"..  Do  the  income 
tax  officers  make  entries  in  the  account  books  of  traders  to  the  effect 
that  those  books  are  not  trustworthy  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):  It 
is  reported  that  no  instance  of  the  kind  has  come  to  the'  notice  of  the 
Income  Tax  Commissioner. 

Assessment  of  Income  Tax  from  the  Merchants  of  Changanachery 
and  Atirampuzha , 

336.  Me.  JOSEPH  PANJIKARAN  (Shertallai) :  (a)  flow  many 
assessees  are  there  for  the  current  year  from  among  the  merchants 'of 
Changanachery  and  Atirampuzha  ? 

(b)  What  is  the  amoiint  of  tax  sought  to  be  realised  froth  them  ? 

;  (c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  number  of 
assessees  Whose  account  hooks  were  believed  in  and  acted  upon  and  the 
number  of  assessees  whose  books  were  not  so  believed  in  ?  In  the  latte£ 
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class  of  cases,  do  tB^officers  concerned  state  any  reasons  for  disbelieving 
the  accounts  ?  , 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(а)  37. 

(б)  Rs.  5,675,  chs.  4: 

(c)  Such  information  is  confidential  and  cannot  be  disclosed.  Col¬ 
lectors  have  instructions  to  record  reasons  for  non-acceptance  of  ac¬ 
counts.  '  ' 

,  .  j Bales  of  Procedure  for  Bench  Magistrates’  Courts. 

337.  Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Parnr) :  Will  the 
Government,  be  pleased  to  state  ; 

*  ( a )  whether  they  are  aware  that  the  ■  absence  of  definite  rules 
regarding -the  powers  of  the  Magistrates  individually  and  collectively  of 
Bench  Magistrates’  Courts  and  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  by  those 
courts  often  tehd  to  create  difficulties  and  delay  in  the  trial  and  disposal 
of  cases ;  and 

(6)  whether,  in  view  of  the  above  fact,  they  will  see,  without  delay, 

'  to  the  framing  and,  publication  of  the  rules  in  question  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

( a )  Government  have  no  information. 

(1)  The  matter  will.be  looked  into. 

Bill  re.  Edavakais. 

338. '  Mb.  L.  E.  EAJA  BAJA  VAEMA  KOIL  TAMPUBAN  (Edo- 
vakai )  Will  the  Government  be' pleased  to  state: 

(а)  whether,  about  two  years  back,  the  Vanjipuzha  Chief  brought 

to  the  notice  of  the  Government  the  necessity  for  -an  Edavakai  Regu¬ 
lation  ;  ‘  -  ■■  •  ■ 

(fi)  whether  his  request  was  considered  and  the  Additional  Head 
.  Sirkar  Vakil  was.  directed  to  draft  a  Bill;  and' 

(ft)  if  so,  what  progress  the  work  has, made  since,  and  when  the 
Bill  will  be  published  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkdr  Vakil) : 

‘  (a)  Yes. 

(б) _  Yes.  . 

(c)'  A  Bill  has  been  drafted  by  the  Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil 
and  it  awaits  examination  by  the  Government. 

Mb.  L.  R.  EAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  KOIL  TAMPUBAN  ( Edct * 
vakai) :  When  can  we  expect  the  Bill  to  come  up? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  As 
early  as  possible.  It  cannot  come  up  in  the  next  session  ;  in  the  session 
after  that,- it  is  likely  to  come  up. 
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Misappropriation  of  Funds  in  tfye  Trivandrum  Municipality. 

339.  Mb.  K.  PARAMBSVAEAN  PILLAI  (Tiruuaila) :  (a)  Are 
the  Government  aware  that  a  large  amount  of  money  was  misappro¬ 
priated  by  the  tax-collectors  of  the  Trivandrum  Municipality  ? 

(6)  What  is  the  total  amount  of  such  misappropriation? 

(c)  Who  was  the  President  of  the  municipality  when  these 
misappropriations  took  place  ? 

(cO  Why  were  these  misappropriations  not  found  out  when  they 
took  place  ? 

..(e)  What  action  has  been  taken  against  the  delinquents? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

(b)  Rs.  1,903,  chs.  16  and  cash  4. 

(c)  There  were  in  all  seven  cases  of  misappropriation,  of  which 
one  occurred  in  1094,  one  in  1098,  and  5,  which  relate  to  the  years 

1097  and  1098,  were  found  out  in  1099.  The  names  of  the  Presidents 
at  the  different  periods  are  noted  below : — 

In  1094— -Mr.  K.  Marutanayakam  Pillai. 

In  1097  and  till  26-9-1098 — -Mr.  S.  K.  Mahadeva  Aiyar. 

Prom  27-9-1098  up  to  date — Mr.  K.  Padmanabh.au  Tampi. 

(d)  The  cases  of  misappropriation  that  occurred  in  1094  and 

1098  were  found  out  by.  the  then  Presidents  soon  after  they  took  place.. 
The  remaining  5  cases  of  misappropriation  were  found  out  only  in 
1099.  The  President  says  that  it  was  not  possible  to  detect  them 
earlier. 

(e)  Of  the  total  amount  of  Rs.  1903,  chs.  16  and  cash  4  misap¬ 
propriated,  a  sum  of  Rs.  1,146,  chs.  13  and  cash  4  was. recovered  from 
the  subordinates  at  fault  and  notices  have  been  issued  to  the  delin¬ 
quents  to  pay  up  the  balance.  Of  the  subordinates  at  fault,  one  was 
dismissed  and  the  others  were  suspended  for  varying  periods  by  the 
Presidents  concerned. 

Admission  of  all  Gaste-Hindus  to.  the  Vedic  Section 
Of  the  Sanskrit  College. 

340.  M'b.  0.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  have  taken  any,  and,  if  so,  what 
action  in  pursuance  of  the  promise  given  by  them  in  the  answer  to 
Question  No.  230  asked  by  Mr.  V.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  in  regard  to 
the  admission  of  all  caste-Hindu  students  in  the .  Vedic  Section  of  tho 
Sanskrit  College  ?  {Vide  Travancore  Legislative  Council  Proceedings, 

'  Vol.  II.,  No.  7,  page  963.)  1 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government) ; 
Government  have  sanctioned  a  new  course  of  Vedic  teaching  in  the 
Mahopadhyaya  Department  of  the  Sanskrit  College  with,  a  view  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  academic  course  of  study  of  the  Vedas  to  pupils  of  all  classes, 
with  effect  from  the  1st  Kanni,  1099. 
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Financial  Aid  to  Industries. 

341.  Mr.  G.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Qwilon ) :  .  Will  the  Government 

be  pleased  to  state  :  " 

(a)  whether  the  Department  of  Industries  has  rendered,  since 
1096,  any  financial  aid,  either  by  way  of  grant  or  loan,  to  any  person  or 
institution  that  carries  on  any  business,  and,  if  so,  the  names  of  the 
persons  or  institutions  to  whom,  and  the  nature  of  the  industries  for 
which,  such  aid  has  been  given ;  and 

{ ft )  the  amount  paid  to  each  person  or  institution  each  year? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  Since  1096  the  department  has  rendered  no  financial  aid 
either  by  way  of  grantor  loan,  to  any  person  or  institution  that  carries 
on  any  business. 

(ft)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (a),  this  does  not  arise. 

First  Grade  Vacancies  in  the  Education  Department. 

342.  Mr.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  ( Kalkulam  cum 
Tovala):  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  number  of 
vacancies  in  the  first  grade  in  the  Education  Department  (i)  at  the 
time  of  the  revision  of  salaries  in  the  department  in  1098,  and  (ii)  at 
present. 

■  Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ): 

(i)  The  number  of  vacancies  in  the  first  grade  in  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Department  at  the  time  of  the  revision  of  salaries  was  six,  of  which 
five  were  permanent  and  one  temporary. 

(ii)  The  number  of  vacancies  in  the  first  grade  in  the  Educa¬ 

tion  Department  at  present  is  17,  of  which  11  are  permanent  and  6 
temporary. .  . 

Promotio?ts  to  the  First  Grade  in  the  Education  Department. 

343.  Mr.  T.M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  ( Kalkulam  cum 
Tovala) :  (a)  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to’ state  why  the  vacan- 
cies  in  the  first  grade  are  allowed  to  remain  unfilled  for  the  past  one  and 
a  half  years  ? 

(ft)  Will  they  be  pleased  to  fill  all  these  vacancies  as  early  as 
practicable  as  also  temporary  vacancies  as  they  occur  in  the  department 
as  in  other  departments  ? 

(c)  Had:  the'  late  Director  -  made  any  recommendation  to  the 

Government  with  regard  to  the  filling  of  these  vacancies  and  what 
action  have  the  Government  taken  thereon  ?  .  :  i.  »  / 

(d)  In  the  list  submitted  ’by  the  Director,  have  the  names  of 
most  of  the  m.  a  ,  i.  T.  s  in  the  second  gijtde,  been  included  irrespective 
of  their  pay  and  service  ?  .  . 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)  i 

(a)  The. matter  is  under  correspondence  with  the  Director  of 
Public  Instruction. 
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(b)  No  undertaking  of  the  kind  can  be  given. 

(e)  and  (d)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative.  Mr.  Hodgson’s 
proposals  have  been  referred  baek  to  Mr.  Stephenson. 

Proportion  between  the  First  and  Second  Grade  Teachers  in  the 
Education  Department. 

344.  Me.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  ( Kallculam  cum 

Tovala)  :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  explain  why  the  ratio 

of  1: 2  between  the  first  and  second  grade  teachers  was  reduced  to  1:3  at 
the  time  of  the  last  revision  of  salaries  ? 

(6)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  restore  the  old  ratio 

1:2? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  The  member  is  referred  to  paragraph  10  of  G.  Of  No.  El. 
896,  dated  the  29th  April,  1922. 

(b)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Enhancement  of  Political  Pensions. 

345.  M'r.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VAEMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Eda- 
vaikai)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(а)  whether  they  have  not  received  petitions  from  most  of  the 
families  of  political  pensioners  for  an  increase  in  their  pensions  based 
on  the  number  of  individuals  participating  in  the  same ;  and 

(б)  whether  they  have  considered  them  and  contemplate  making 
any  provision  for  the  purpose  in  the  budget  for  1100  m.  e  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(а)  Applications  have  been  received  from  fourteen  families. 

(б)  One  of  the  applications  has  been  disposed  of  and  the  others 
are  under  consideration. 

Mb.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Eda- 
vahai)  :  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  number  pf  families  which  have 
applied  for.  increase  of  - pension  is  only  14,  and'  that  constitutes  most 
of  the  families  in  Travancore  Which  are  in  receipt  of  pension,  will  it  be 
taken  up  as  a  general  question  or  will  it  be  disposed  of  separately? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary,  to  Government ): 
It  seems  to  me,  Sir,  that  it  is  not  a  supplementary  question. 

PRESIDENT:  I  think  it  may  be  considered  as  a  supplementary 
question. 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
Then  my  answer  is  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  taking  it  as  a  general 
question.  v  , 

Mb.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Eda- 
vakai):  May  I  presume  that  the  Government  intend  to  dispose  of 
them  only  on  the  basis  of  the  grounds  put  forward  in  each  petition  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  • 

Yes. 
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Agricultural  Boards  in  Kutlanad . 

346  Mb.  L.  R.  BAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  KOIL  TAMPUEAN  (Eda* 
valcai)-.  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  far  the  idea  of 
establishing  Agricultural  Boards  in  Kuttanad  has  developed  ? 

'Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  : 
In  duly,  1922,  Government  asked  the  Land  Revenue  Commissioner 
to  take  up  the  question  of  establishing  Irrigation  or  Agricultural 
Panchayats  to  deal  effectively  with  the  question  of  putting  up  bunds 
in  punja  lands  and  of  draining  such  lands  before  cultivation  and  to 
submit  detailed  proposals  with  draft  rules-  A  meeting  of  the  people  of 
Kuttanad  was  held  at  Alleppey  by  the  Division  Peishkar,  Quilon,  in 
December,  1923,  and  at  that  meeting,  a  sub-committee  was  formed  to 
consider  the  draft  rules  framed  by  the  Division  Peishkar.  Two  meetings 
of  the  sub-committee  were  held  in  January  and  February,  1924,  and 
it  is  reported  that  the  examination  of  the  draft  rules  is  not  yet  com- 
pleted. 

Final  Order  re.  Free  Pass  Buies. 

347.  Mr.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Mwattupuzlia)  :  (a)  Wfien 
did  the  Government  pass  final  orders  on  the  reports  of  the  Free  Pass 
Rules  Committee  ? 

( b )  Have  the  Government  published  the  reports  of  the  com- 
.mittee  and  their  final  orders' in  tho  Gazette  or  furnished  the  members 
of  the  committee  with  printed  copies  of  the  same  ? 

( a )  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to'  place  on  the  table  copies 
of  these  papers  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government)-. 

(a)  31st  January,  1924.  . 

(b)  and  (.  ;)  No  report  was  received  by  the  Government.  A  set 
of  revised  draft  rules  Was  received  from  the  convener  of  the  committee 
signed  by  all  the  members,  together  with  the  dissenting  minutes  of  two 

.members.  The  rules  with,  certain  modifications  were  passed  by  the 
Government  and  published  in  the  Gazette,  dated  the  26th  February,  1924. 

Mr.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Uia-athqmzha) :  tojSloJOoru0 
OsOocnj0  <a2^ooi<2n<o6  {grobiJcftffld^ocrafflS  olsgup:^  coruookoi  (g-juil 

MBi  S.  PAKAMESVARA  AIYAE.  ( Secretary  to  Government ): 
mo uio6no(Sgjf.  aa<msl<u?'<t56  ajosCTalsaa  <u“.  ^_)<8ug)ca>o  acts  6'<?aJ[0(t 
c9j2»1oo\  (srarQJjyigigj. 

Mr.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Miivattujmzha)  :  rfla5)§*my 
^-)(rb'@C6)n;;j§(5ro?l|(BSin§0?  I 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
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Mb.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (M-umltn-pnsha)  :  fmjsnkacrbo 
eaooajo^  oits^oeao? 

Mb.  S..  PABAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Govemmnt): 
a«s  (SAiogj®ooa1§“  svqsdIqcdo-joo)  (jytsfgjtaioexuoelcaormoo'^offlb  cno.i 
5nb®aobcSlK56  rolcno0  §.(5®®°  ojocsjoajornrinosnfo". 

Report  of  the  Committee  re.  Royal  Trees. 

348.  MB.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  ( Miivaikqnieha ) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  direct  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  question  of  luidivila  on  royal  trees  to  submit  its  report  forthwith  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government)  : 
The  convener  of  the  committee  has  been  reminded. 

Sub-Registrar,  Mnvattupwsha. 

349.  Me.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  ( Mumttrymha )  :  («)  Have 
the  Government  received  any  complaint  from  the  people  about  the 
Mnvattupuzha  Sub-registrar? 

(fi)  If  so,  have  orders  been  issued  to  the  Director  of  Eegistra- 
tion  to  conduct  an  enquiry  ? 

(c)  Has  the  Director  made  any  local  enquiry  in  pursuance  of 
those  orders? 

Me.  E.  KEISHNA  PIDLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):. 

(a)  Yes.  • 

(b)  Yes. 

(e)  The  Director’s  report  is  awaited. 

Collection  of  Lower  Rates  of  Fees  in  the  Ghangcmachery 
Training  School. 

550.  Me.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarahara  cum 
Kunnattur) :  ( a )  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the^  result 

of  the  enquiry  into  the  colUciron  of  alowe:  rate  of  fees  in  the'Ohan- 
ganaehery  Higher  Grade  Vernacular  Training  School  and  the  conse¬ 
quent  loss  to  the  SUte  reier  :d  to  in  the  answer  given  to  Question  No. 
98,  asked  on  the  3rd  Maharam*  1099  ? 

'  ( h )  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to. mention  the  nature’ of  the 
mistake  referred  to  in  the  answer  given  to  Question.  No.  98  (c)  asked  on 
the  3rd  Makaram,  1099,  and  the  names  of  the  inspecting  officers  who 
committed  the  mistake  ? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government)-. 

(a)  The  matter  is  still  under  correspondence  with  the  Director. 
Vo!.  IV.  No.  14.  > 
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(b)  On  a  reference  from  the  Headmaster  of  the  Changanacher. 
Training  School,  the  then  Inspector  of  Vernacular  Schools,  Northern 
Bange,  Bao  Sahib  Mr.  0.  M.  Cheriyan,  replied  that  fees  should  be  col- 
lected  in  ten  instalments  of  Bs.  3  each..  This  was  on  the  basis  of  aj 
order  received  from  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Vernacular  Schools,  who,  ho\y. 
ever,  made  no  specific  mention  of  the  grades  of  the  schools  from,  whhii 
fees  were  to  be  realised  at  that  rate.  The  Training  School  at  Ohangana. 
chery  is  a  Higher  Grade  one  and  hence  the  rate  of  fees  to  be  realised  i 
from  that  school  is  Bs.  4$  for  each  instalment  instead  of  Bs.  3. 


Appendix  I. 

Vide) A nswer  to  Question  No.  311. 

.  ’Castewar  statement  showing  the  number  of  permanent  women 
teachers,  with  their  salaries,  employed  in  English  Schools  for 'Girls 
(departmental),  including  the  Higher  Grade  Training  School  for 
Women,  Trivandrum,  ' 


Caste. 

Number  of 
teachers  in 
each^case. 

Salaries. 

Gazetted  Staff. 

Bs. 

Christians 

23 

(300),  (190),  (165),  3  (155),  2  (145), 
2  (105),  3  (100),  (80),'  (75),  5  (55), 
2  (50+5),  (30). 

i  Nayars 

4  . 

2  (100),  (GO),  (50  +  5). 

N on-Gazetted  Staff. 

Christians 

32 

3  (60),  (55),  2  (50),  6  (45), 

2  (40  +  4),  (40),  8  (35),  3  (34)  and 
6(30). 

Nayars  :  ...j 

'  S'.  .  '.  i 

(05),  2  (45),  (40),  3  (35),  (30). 
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Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  314. 

Statement  of  Exhibits  of  the  Agricultural  Department. 

I.  Samples  of  chemically  pure  starch  prepared  out  of— 
Kachil.  '  !  9.  Arrow-root  (white,  boiled). 

Chena.  1 10.  Arrow-root  (yellow,  boiled). 

Nanakkizhangu.  j  11.  Kananga. 


Chempu. 

Sweet  potato! 
Tapioca. 
Arrow-root  (whi 


1-  Coeoanut. 

2.  Sesame. 

3.  Laurel  (big) . 

4.  Laurel  (small) . 

5.  Marotti. 

(3.  Castor. 

7.  Odal. 

8.  Karinjotta. 

9.  Margosa 

III.  Pn 

Jack  fruit  in  syrup — bottled. 

Soft  Jack  fruit  jelly — bottled’. 
Banana  in  syrup — bottled. 

Banana  dried — tinned. 

Pine-apple  in  syrup — bottled- 
Do.  '  Do. — tinned. 
Cashew-nut  in  syrup.. 

Ginger  in  syrup. 


3,  cultivated).1 
II.  Samples  of  refined  oil 
i  10.  Ilnppai, 
11.  Puvam. 


13.  Anjili. - 

14.  Chennai. 

15.  Cashew-uu 


served  food. 

I  Nutmeg  in  pickle, 
j  Talipot  palm  flout. 

Talipot  palm  pearls. 

Cycas- pearls  (small) 

Do.  Do.  (medium) 
Tapioca  pearls  (medium). 
Tapioca  seed  pearls. 


IV.  Pish  Products. 
1 .  L  ight-cured  prawn  in  bottle . 


3,  Brown  boot'  polish  prepared  out  of  ftsh  stearii 
V.  Fibres  (CDOdSc&Oo). 

o .  ©ajsre  ■  I  =d  =o  • 


a.  o .  &<is>l 
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Appendix  III — A. 

V/rfe  Answer  to  Question  No.  315. 


Operations  performed  by  Dr.  K.  Banian  Tampi  in  the  General 
Hospital  from  1st  Makaram,  1097,  to  Isf  Makar  am,  1098. 


Disease. 

~T 

! 

r'atr- 

No.  cured 

No.  relie-! Dischargee 
vcd.  |  otherwise. 

No.  iliei 

Cancer  Tongue 

2 

■  2 

Sarcoma  Abdomen 

1 

/ 

Septic  Veritonitisk  (Inf Id.  Appem 
f.itis) 

i-  1 

-  ! 

X‘ 

4 

Prolapse  Uterus 

1 

4 

6 

Elopliauioid  Scrotum 

4 

7 

Contracture  Knee  7 

■  8 

Chronic  Sinus 

9 

iSiilargod  Glands  Groin 

1 

V) 

11 

Piles 

i 

19- 

Hernia  Inguiual 

9 

Polypus  Nasopliauyuax  and  hart 
Palate 

t  ' 

14 

Strangulated  Hernia 

3 

15 

Elephautoid  Leg 

16 

Cancer  Cheek 

18 

Penetrating  wound  abdomen 

1 

Hydrocele 

11 

11 

IS) 

Cancer  Penis 

20 

Tumour  Keck 

21 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

-  1 

22 

23 

Ovarian  Cyst 

Perimetritis 

.1 

* 

21 

Cicatricial  Contraction  elbow 

25 

26 

Fistula  in  ano 

Incomplete  abortion 

1 

1 

1 

27 

Wound  Axillary  artery 

28 

Malignauji  tumour  Pancreas 

-1 

29 

30 

Lipoma  shoulder 

:|- 

1  ; 

■  1 

31 

32 

33 

Stricture  Urethra 

Fibroid  Uterus 

Necrosis  Femur 

;.j 

4  i 

3 

1 

2 

34 

Enlarged  Tonsil 

1 

35 

Polypus  Utriue  cervix 

1 

I 

Abscess  abdominal  wall 

37 

Maligant  Tumour  Liver 

i 

38 

39 

Caries  Bone 

Tubercular  Peritonitis 

. ! 

.  i 

1 

1 

•• 

40 

Cancer  Uterus 

Pyloric  Uleer  ‘ 

l 

‘  ! 

1 

1 

,’i 

v. 

42 

43 

Brachial  Palsy 

Gastric  Ulcer 

1 

2 

1 

44 

Stenosis  Os 

1 

45 

Varicose  veins 

•  I 

'i 

” 

Tula! 

86 

55 

16 

-  5 

111 
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Appendix  III— B. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  NO.  315. 

Operations  performed  by  Surgeon  S.  T.  Ponnuswami  Pillai  in  the 
General  Hospital  from  1st  Minam,  1098  to  1st  Dhanu,  1099. 


I  TV.  i’.— Mr.  S.  T.  Fomin  swam  i  Pillai  took  charge  of  the  institution  on  the  1st  Miriam  1098.] 


f 

Disease. 

No.  oper 

No.  euro 

No.  relio 

Dischargee 

otherwise. 

No.  died. 

1 

Strangulated  Hernia 

| 

2 

l 

2 

Aneurism  lit.  Illiao  artery 

!  i 

3 

Elephantoid  Scrotum 

2 

4 

Cancer  Jaw 

:  :i 

1 

Stricture  Urethra 

Irreducible  Iugl.  Hernia 

6 

5 

Tumour  Scalp 

1 

8 

Abscess  Liver 

1 

i 

9 

Cancer  Cheek 

3 

111 

Kuptured  Subphreuic  Abscess 

1 

11 

Ovarian  Cyst 

1 

i 

12 

Fracture  Leg 

4 

4 

13 

Endometritis 

2 

2 

14 

Cancer  Tongue 

4 

4 

15 

Parotid  Tumour 

1 

16 

Foreign  body  foot 

1 

1 

17 

2 

2 

18 

Appendioitis 

2 

2 

19 

Compound  Dislocation  Elbow 

!  .  '  1  ' 

1 

20 

,  Penitrating'  Wound  Abdomen 

3 

1 

*2 

21 

Chronic  Appendicitis 

7 

6 

'  1  | 

22 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

3 

1 

2 

23 

Dry  Gangrene 

■  1 

•  li 

24 

Cancer  Penis 

1 

1 

25 

Myeloma  Jaw- 

I 

1 

26 

Prolapse  Uterus 

3 

3 

27 

Carbuncle  back 

i 

1 

28  . 

Cellulitis  Fiuger 

i 

29 

Elephantoid  Leg  ■ 

...  1 

i 

30- 

Portal  Obstruction 

i 

31 

Tumour  I-Ciduey 

i. 

"i 

32 

Chronic  Ulcer  Foot 

..  i 

;  "i 

33 

:  Intestinal  Obstruction 

i 

'i 

34 

Caries  Jaw 

i 

'i 

35 

Dilation  Stomach 

2 

2 

36 

V.  V.  Fistula 

1 

::  i 

:  Total 

.71 

46 

13 

4' 

8 

Appendix  IV. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  329. 

List  of  Vernacular  Munahies  in  English  High  Soho°^ 

Designation.  j  Ago!  I  Qualilipation.  ^ !' ' 


.  Kottar  * 

1  J.  paramauaudam  .Tamil  Munshi 

2  N.  Kauganatha  Aiyer  .j  Do.  ,  ■; 

3  P.  -BhagavatiBHbrah-  i 

.  .  manya  SaBtri  , .  Malayalam  Mnnshi 

4  N.  Krishna  Pillai  _  .  Do. 

.  5  Mahomed  Abdul  Kadir  •  .  _  : 

Mou  lvi  .1  Arabic  Munshi 

.  •*  Eraniel  j  , 

6  V;K.  Kesavau  jMalayalam  Mimshi 

7  K.  M.  Govinda  Pillai  .  Do. 

8  J.  David  .  .  iwl  Mullshl 

Martandam 

9  Venkn  Aiyar  r  ,  Do. 

10  lianiaoh  mdra  Kao  .  Malayalam  Munshi 

Neyyattinkara 

11  Kunjukrishnan  •  Do. 

.  M.  Y.  Trivandrum 

12  P.  Govinda  Pilllai  .  Do. 

18  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai .  Do. 

14  K.  G.  Vaimoheavara 

Sastri  •  Do. 

15  T.  V.  Chidarabara 

Aiyer  .  Tamil  Munshi 

16  A.  Mahomed  Uauf  '  ■ 

Moulvi  .  Arabio  Munshi 


34  Itoiver  Secondary  &  Tamili  45 


23  jDpadhyaya. 

30  Thahaseel  Moothavul. 

27  Vidvan  Test. 

24  Upadhyaya- 
35  Ver.  H.  Tamil 


44  Lower  Secondary. 


I  1-11-76)  22  jllj  0} 

24-10  96!  'll  7  . 


40  10-11-83  15  |l0|2l| 
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Appendix  IV. — {Contd.) 


u 

Mavelikara 

G-.  Vaidyanatha  Aiyar 

.  j.VI  alavalam 

Hunshi 

32 

E.  S.  L.  G 

35 

K.  11.  l'njati 

Chengannur 

T.  V.  Srinivasa  Sastri 

.|Ag.  MalavalamDo. 

;  j  ' 

30 

Do.  , 

86 

•  iHalavalam 

Do. 

34 

Mahopadli 

37 

S.  Goviiwln  Pillai- 

Alleppey 

•;  Do. 

33 

M- 

-38 

K.  Satikaratiavayana 

; ;  Do.  * 

27 

E.  iS.  L.  C 

39 

S.  S.  Abeen  Tangal 

.j  Arabic 

Do. 

37 

Sulaixnaai 

40 

S.  Mahomed  Abdulla 

Shertalla 

.1  Do. 

28 

34 

Nil. 

41 

Mi  K.  Koohukunju 
Vaidyan 

iMalayalam 

Do. 

Nil. 

42 

i  Vaikam 

-,Ag.  Do. 

26 

Vidvan  T 

43 

44 

iK-  Velayudban  Pillai 
|M.  V.  Ramakrishna 
j  Pillai 

|  Huvattupuzha 

.iMalavalam 

Do. 

Do. 

39 

V  eruacuh 

Mabopadl 

t.  Srinivasachari 


•  'Sanskrit  Munshi 


52 

53 


46 

67 


S.  RamakriBhua  Bhatta . )  Do, 

I 

YV  Paivathiuatha  Malayalam  Mnnslii 
Sastri  ;  '  . . 

R.  Visvanatha  Sastri.  .  Do. 

B.  Subrahmanya  Sastri  .  JJo. 

S-  Satyavagisvara  ! 

Aiyar  :  •  Tamil  Munshi  -  1 

English  High  School' 
for  Girls,  j 

Trivandrum  | 

Sri.  N.  Kamalamma  . 1  Malayalam  Munshi 
Mi-.  If.  Nilakanta  .  I  Do. 

Knrup  .! 

Miss  Dora  Annammal  .  Tamil  Munshi 


Appendix  IV. — ( Condd .) 


Age. 

Qualification. 

Salary. 

Date  of 
first  ap- 

Total 

servico  on 
1-10-1099. 

Remarks. 

Years 

M 

D. 

4S 

Ver.  H.  &  T.  T.  C. 

15-6-74 

25 

3 

16 

25 

Opadhyaya 

35 

27-10-96 

11 

On  other  duty  in  the 
Palace. 

46 

Mahopadhyaya  Examination 
and  Madras  Middle 
School  Examination. 

45 

10-6-83 

16 

4 

0 

29 

Mahopadhyaya 

45 

9-10-93 

0 

0 

0 

40 

Do. 

45 

10-1-83 

16 

9 

0 

41 

Do. 

45 

15-6-83 

16 

3 

0 

48 

Nil. 

45  ' 

10-12-92 

6 

10 

0 

42 

Paudit  Examination  held 
by  Tamil  Sanghnm, 
Madura 

45 

18-4-93 

6 

5 

0 

35  * 

j  Ver.  Higher  joined. 

55 

19-6-81! 

IS 

|  .3 

0 

41 

i  Matriculation. 

45 

23-2-83 

:  8 

25 

|E.  S.  L.  0.,  Madura  Tamil 
j  Sangham  Intermediate. 

55 

31-11-94 

4 

11 

1 

01 

J 
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[Mr.  V,  Subba  Aiyar.] 

THE  NAYAR  REGULATION  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Clause  9. 

PRESIDENT  :  The  discussion  of  the  Nayar  Regulation  Amend¬ 
ment  Bill  will  now  be  continued.  We  are  at  Clause  9.  The  first 
amendment  to  be  taken  up  is  the  one  standing  against  the  name  of 
Mr.  Madhava  Variar. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAYA  VARIAR  ( Clicngannur  cum  Pattamm- 
titta) :  I  do  not  move  my  amendment. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved  : — 

Mb.  lVI.  R.  Madhava  Vabiak  (■ Chengaunur  cum  Pattmamlitta ): 
Line  1.  Add  after  the  words  “  A  subsequent  marriage  of  ”  the  words 
“  a  male  or.” 

Mb.  P.  K.  Naeayana  Pillai  (Ambahqmzha) :  Line  2.  Add 
the  word  “  valid  ”  after  the  word  “  prior.” 

Add  the  word  “  of  the  same  female  ”  after  the  word  '1  marriage.” 

-  Mb.  A.  Govinda  Menon  ( Alangad  cum  Parur ) :  Add  the  follow- 
✓  ing  at  the  end  of  the  Clause : 

“  The*  marriage  ■>  of  a  Nayar  male  or  female  (luring  the  continuance  of  a  prior 
marriage  and  p#formed  after  the  coming  into  force  of  this  Regulation  shall  be  void  ; 
and  no  one  havfflg  a  personal  law  of  his  own  allowing  polygamy  shall  marry  a  Nayar 
female,  while  1ft  has  already  a  Nayar  wife  or  caste  wife,  or  marry  a  caste  female  while 
hh  has  a  Nayar  wife.” 

Mb.  G.  Paramesvaran  iPillai  ( N  eyyattinlumi, )  :  Renmber 
Clause  9  as  Clause  9  [a)  and  add  as  Clause  9  (b)  the  following 

“A  subsequent  marriage  of  a  male  during  the  continuance  of  a  piior  marriage  is 

void.” 

Mr.  G.  Saijkaba  Menon  ( Quilcm ) :  Add  the  following  at  the.  end 
of  Chapter  II:  ' 

“(a)  The  marriage  of  a  Nayar  male  during  the  continuance  of  a  prior  marriage 
and  performed  after  the  coiaing  into  foroe  of  this  Amendment  Regulation  shall  be  void. 

(i)  No  one  having  a  personal  law  of  his  own  allowing  polygamy  shall,  after  the 
passing  of  this  Regulation,  marry  a  Nayar  female  while  already  married  to  a  caste  wife 
or  marry  a  caste  wife  while  having  a’Nayar  wife  already.” 

Me.  N.  Kumaean  (Nominated) :  Add  the  following  as  Clause 
'  10:—  . 

“  (a)  The  marriage  of  a  Nayar  male  during  the  continuance  of  a  prior  marriage 
and  performed  after  the  coming  into,  force  of  this  Amendment  Regulation  shall  be  viod. 

(6)  No  one  having  a  personal  law  of  his  own  allowing  polygamy  shall  marry  a 
Nayar  female  while  already  married  to  a  Nayar  female  or  caste  wife.” 

Mb,  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  With 
your  permission,  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  an  amendment  to  make  the  matter’ 
more  clear.  The  clause  as  amended  will  read  as  follow^.: — 

'  “The  subsequent  marriage  of  a  female  or  male  during  the  continuance  of  a  prior 
jriarriage  is  voidP 
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I  take  it  that  what  is  meant  is  a  subsequent  marriage  of  a  Nayar 
male  or  a  Nayar  female.  It  is  better  to  make  it  clear. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESYAEAN  PILLAI  (Neyyatiinkara)  : 
Mr.  Hoogewerf  yesterday  said  in  answer  to  Mr.  Raja  Raja  Yarma  Koil 
Tampuran’s  question  that  he  meant  both. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  {Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  Nayar  and  non-Nayar  ? 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (N eyyattinkara)-:  Yes. 

Mr.  V.  SUJBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  “The 
subsequent  marriage  ”  could  only  mean  the  subsequent  marriage  of  a 
Nayar  female,  and  we  might  put  in  “  Nayar  ”  male  instead  of  having 
the  matter  in  doubt.  I  therefore  move  that  the  word  “  Nayar  ”  be 
inserted  before  the  word  “  male.” 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated) 
(Deputy  President) :  I  second  it.. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Anibalapiczha) :  May  I  rise  to 
a  point  of  order  ?  When  once  an  amendment  has  been  accepted  by  the 
House,  whatever  be.  the  form  in  which  it  should  have  been  passed, .  I 
wish  to  know  whether  it  is  open  to  the  House  to  move  a  further  amend¬ 
ment  to  that  amendment.  '' 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (De¬ 
puty  President)  :  It  is  only  the  insertion  of  the  word  “Nayar.”. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  Be ■  it  an  in¬ 
sertion  of  a  word  or  be  it  otherwise,  the  amendment  has  been  accepted 
by  the  House.  •  In  that  view,  is  it  open  to  the  House  to  move  another 
amendment  to  the  amendment  which  has  been  aireay  accepted  ?  It 
may  be  that  the  effect  of  inserting  the  word  may  be  to -enlarge  the . 
meaning  or  whittle  down  the  meaning  of  an  amendment.  There  was 
an  opportunity  yesterday  which  has  not  been  availed  of.  I  myself . 
spoke  against  the  amendment  in  its  various  aspects. 

PRESIDENT :  ..The  amendment  proposed  by .  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar 
is  not  a  direct  negation  of  the  amendment  which  has  been  accepted  by 
the  House.  I  think,  therefore,  it  is  admissible  and  in  order. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN.  'PILLAI  (Neyyatiinkara)  :  Sir,  I 
oppose  the  amendment.  The  object’ of  the  amendment  seems  to  be  to 
exclude  non-Nayar  husbands  from  the,  operation  of  Section  9, 
There  were  several  amendments  tabled  on  the  agenda  to  the  effect  that 
even  in  the  case  of  non-Nayars  having  caste  wives,  they  shall  not  marry 
a  Nayar  wife  during  the  life-time  of  their  caste  wife.  These  amendments 
have  been  withdrawn- 
■  PRESIDENT  :  Not,  moved. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAR  (Neyyattinkara) :  Yes. 
not  moved,  for  the  reason  that,  the  amendment  passed  yesterday  was 
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sufficiently  comprehensive ;  and  in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Baja 
Eaja  Varma  Koil  Tampuran,  Mr.  Hoogewerf,  the  mover  of  the  amend- 
ment,  said  expressly  that  his  idea  was  to  include  both  Nayar  and  non- 
Nayar  males  within  the  scope  of  the  amendment. 

PRESIDENT  :  It  may  be  his  intention,  but  he  shoud  have  made 
it  quite  clear.  \ 

Mb.  G-  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Ncyyattinhmi ) :  He 
said  that  he  did  not  exclude  non-Nayars  at  all.  The  marriage  of  a  male 
with  a  female,  contemplated  under  the  Nayar  Regulation,  can  be  only 
between  a  Nayar  female  and  a  Nayar. male  or  another  male  who  by 
recognised  social  custom  and  usage  can  marry  and  does  marry  a  Nayar 
female;  so  that  the  Section,  as  it  is,  is  sufficiently  clear.  The  other  amend¬ 
ments  expressly  excluding  non-Nayar  husbands  were  not  moved  for  the 
reason,  that  Section  9,  as  it  stood,  was  sufficiently  comprehensive.  The 
object  of  that  amendment  is  now  sought  to  be  defeated  by  the  motion  of 
Mv  Subba  Aiyar  requesting  the  Council  to  insert  the  word  “Nayar”  in 
Section  9  before  the  word  “male."  Now,  Sir,  my  ground  for  opposing 
this  motion  on  the  merits  is  simply  this.  Much  has  been  said  during 
the  general  discussion  of  this  'Bill  about  intestate  succession  in  respect  of 
the  self-acquired  or  separate  property  of  non-Nayar  husbands ;  much  was 
said  about  the  infringement  of  the  personal  law  sought  to  be  affected  by 
this  Amendment  Bill.  To  me.  it  appears  that,  if  we  do  not  .  accept 
this  amendment  and  if  we  exclude  hereafter  all  polygamous  marriages, 
be  it  of  a  Nayar  husband  or  . of  a  non-Nayar  husband,  such  complications 
will  not 'arise  at  all  in  the  future.  It  is  only  in  the  case  of  existing, 
marriages  that,  we  will  have  to  make  some  provision  or  other  in  regard 
to  intestate  succession.  In  regard  to  future  marriages,  there  will  not  be 
such  polygamous  marriages  at  all.  There  will  not  be  a  Nayar  wife  and 
a  /caste  wife  to  create  complications  in  regard  to  intestate  succession.  So 
that,  that  matter  will  be  easily  settled  hereafter  and  the  provision  in 
Section  9  Will  not  have  any  operation  except  in  regard  to  future  marri¬ 
ages.  'In  regard  to.existing.'mamages,  th4j  question  does  not  arise  at  all, 
In  regard  to  all  future,  manages  it  is  desirable  that,  in  view  of  the  com¬ 
plications  set  out  in,  this,  very  House  by  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  and  Mr.  Eri- 
shna  Aiyangaiythe  provision,  now  incorporated  in  the  Bill  whereby 
there  will  be  only  one',  .wife- — the .  caste.'  wife,  or  the  Nayar  wife- 
should  be  accepted,  and  the  motion  ‘of  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  which  goes 
directly  against  the  very  essence  of  the  Section  should  be  negatived. 

Mb*  V.  SUBBA AIYAR  (Additional  IIeacllSi')'kar  Y  aklll) :  May  I 
ask  whether  a  non-  Nair  haying  a  Nayar  wife  is  not  ^allowed  to  have  a 
second  wife  from  his  own  caste  now  ?  ., 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {N eyyattinkara) :  “Now’1 
means  under  the  existing  Regulation '? 

,  Mr.  V.  SUJ3BA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkttr  Vakil) :  Yes, 
M^^Gi  .^A^^MESVARAN  PILLAI  :  Under  tkd 

existing  Regulation,  ha-can  have ;  but  not  after  the'  amendment. 
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Me  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB,  ( Additional  Head  Sirlar  >  alcd) :  If  so, 

T  ask  whether  the  junior  members  of  Potti  and  Nambiicun  families, 
who  marry  Nayar  wives  according  to  custom,  will  not  be  driven  to 

^Mr^PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI ( Negaaitinkara )  :  Yes. 

Mb  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  {Additional  Head  Sirlar  Fo?.-.7)  :  Is  it 
*  ible  for  them  to  divorce  the  existing  Nayar  wives  when  divorce  is 
restricted  ?  They  cannot  divorce  and  they  cannot  marry  m  their  caste 
although  all  along  they  have  been  doing  so. 

Me  (L  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( NeyyatfwlMra ):  My  only 
nnint  is  this.  He  is  married  already  to  one  wife.  If  he  is  not  satisfied 
with  her  he  can  divorce  her.  We  do  not  want  that  person  to  marry 
another  female  after  he  is  already  married  to  one.  ^  _ 

Mb  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (.Trivandrum  cum  ^cdun.ciugad) :  I 
am  glad  to  accord  my  support  to  the  amendment  which  I  con¬ 
sider  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  interest!,  ol  th 
Navar  community  and  other  communities  who  have  got  maiiUi  ie- 
SnshTp  with  Nayars.  Monogamy  is  a  good  idea  ;  But  makkatkayam 
ls  neither  profitable  nor  possible,  without  strengthening  the  mail. ra  c 
tie  and  monogamy  is  one  of  the  ways  of  strengthening  it  But  so  long 
as  you  say  that  Nayar  females  may  be  given  m  marriage  to  non- 
Nava  rs  so  long  as  you  are  not  prepared  to  give  a  frontal  attach  to  the 
Ltom’and  declare,  that  such  marriages  should  be  F°^blgd’^  ““ 
not  able  to  subscribe  to  the  view  now  taken  by  my  friend  Mi-  &•  I  aia- 
mesvaran  Pillai.  I  want  to  remove  certain  misapprehensions  which 
mav  be  entertained  by  some  of  my  friends  regarding  my: atmide  on  the 
dhestion  of  these  mixed  marriages.  I  am  refexnng  to  my 
Sote  on  the  Select  Committee’s  fiepoit  Among  other  things  I  smd . 

“  The  Yocakshema  Sabha  aud  the.  Kshatriya  Samejam  refeated'y 

The  East  Coast  Bralmdn*  hav„  ceased  to  ««P«t  i  -  <f 
Singes  from  thiWali  community.  Caste  ooutumes  and 
dividfng  line  between  husband  aud  wife  except  m  rare  cases-  i  n  «  ‘ r .  j.  ^u. 

...evriaees  eaimot  obtain  an  intmdnotion  to  polite  society  except  thru  i„h  tin.  Bu  y.  ■ 
inotmot.  :•  existence.  When  the  father,  tho  head  ot  the  household,  is  a  lum- 

KnwKrto  food  i»  eamera  and  performs  Ha  spiritual  ob^at^  m  a  ^ 
nncoutaininated  by  the  eyes  of  his  chUdren  the  latter  Mm 

not  ablT'tohse0  above  tye  feelings  and  sentiments  whidi 

obsequies  and  ulio  c-o  \  *  -  n  water  to  Ills  living  lather  or  touch 

“  for  disconUmnng 

the  practice,  pniilouoe  and  self-respect  retpiire  that  the  Nayars  snould  at,  onto  nwvc 

ltSPtunllain  that  view,  and  if  there  is  on  ybody  ^ngforwa^ 
a  proposal 

or^long  ^e  maintain  those  principles,  the  amendme^  propos^ 
hv  Mr  Sub'ba  Aiyar  is  absolutely  necessary.  Life  is  pot  alvyajb. 
materialistic  and  spiritual  ideas  have  not  lost  all  their  force  m  society. 
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I  think  that  a  Hindu,  living  and  moving  in  the  traditions  of  his  religion 
and  believing  in  the  way  of  his  fathers  with  regard  to  things  after  death 
has  a  right  and  a  duty  ,  to  perpetuate  that  family  custom.  In  the  case  of 
a  Malabar  Brahmin  who  has  taken  a  Nayar  wife,  who  has  been  living 
with  her  comfortably,  begetting  children,  and  looking  after  those  chil¬ 
dren,  if  such  a  man  reasonably  apprehends  that  has  family  would  come 
to  extinction  in  case  he  does  not  marry  from  his  own  caste,  I  think 
the  enlightened  opinion  of  the  Nayar  community  ought  to  accept  the 
position  and  never  create  difficulties  in  the  way  of  such  people  who 
have  had  amicable  relationship  with  the  Nayar  community  for  hundreds 
of  years. 

Mb.  A.  GO  YIN  DA  MENON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur) :  May  I  know 
if  the  meaning  of  the  amendment  now  put  forward  is  the  same  as  that 
he  now  expresses  ? 

Mb.  T.  K  VELTJ  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad )■ 
There  is  the  amendment  and  there  are  my  words.  Mr.  Govinda 
Menon  can  put  them  together.  If  my  view  is  wrong,  so  grossly  and 
totally  wrong,  Mr.  Govinda  Menon  can  speak  on  the  subject  and  con¬ 
vince  the  House.  , 

Sir,  in  order  to  prevent  unnecessary  estrangement  and  to  avert  the 
frustration  of  spiritualistic  ideas  on  the  part  of  those  communities,  the 
amendment  is  necessary.  I  may  also  say  that  there  are  some  Nayar 
families  in  different  parts  of  Travancore,  particularly  in  North  Travancore, 
where  women  are  given  in  marriage  only  to  certain  high-caste  non-Nayarg. 
It  may  be  good  or  it  may  be  bad.  But  what  you  have  to  do  is  to  respect 
the  sentiments  that  govern  the  community.  Social  reform  may  be  good, 
but  I  do  not  think  we  shall  be  justified  in  compelling  social  reform  by 
penalties  of  this  nature.  While  recognising  the  principle  that  these  mixed 
marriages  are  very  often  the  cause  of  various  difficulties,  seeing  that  even 
the  non-Nayar  communities  concerned  are  themselves  for  discontinuing 
these  marriages,  and  in  the  light  of  the.  fact  that  these  marriages  are 
likely  to  become  smaller  and  smaller  in  number,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
wise  to  create  any  unnecessary  bitterness  or  any  unprofitable  estrange¬ 
ment.  The  amendment,  to  my  mind,  is  a  very  reasonable  one  and  I  for 
one  am  entirely  in  favour  of.  iti 

'  Mr.  A.  HOOGEiWESE  .(Noirtinated)  :  I  strongly  oppose  the, 
amendment.  I  really  did  not  know  what.'Mr,  Subba  Aiyar  had  to  say. 
But  I, really  cannot  understand  how  this  amendment  has  sneaked  into 
this  tiouse  just.  now.  My  amendment  was  for  the  introduction  of  “male” 
and  I  never  said  a  Nayar  male.  To  dear  the  doubt  nay  friend  Mr.  Raja 
Baja  Varma  Koil  Tampuran  particularly  asked  me  if  I  included  non-" 
Nayars  also  afid  I  clearly  told  him  that  I  included  both  Nayar  and  non- 
Nayar.  On  the. face  of  ..this  I  cannot  understand— ■  ’ 

PRESIDENT  ;;  You  did  not  word  your  amendment,  Mr.  Hooge- 
weri,  clearly.  .. 
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Mr.  A-  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  But  I  made  it  clear. 

PRESIDENT  :  That  will  not  do.  You  should  have  worded  your 
amendment  clearly. 

Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR {Nominate'])  ( Deputy 
President) :  May  I  ask  Mr.  Hoogewerf  whether  a  non-Nayar 
is  to  be  deprived  of  his  religious  performances  being  carried  out  by  caste 
heirs  ?  That  is  to  say,  does  his  objection  extend  to  the  remarriage  of 
a  Nayar  female,  or  to  a  non-Nayar  marrying  in  his  own  caste  as  well, 
in  order  that  he  may  beget  an  issue  to  perform  his  funeral  obsequies  ? 
Does  my  friend  say  that  this  Council  should  take  away  the  privileges 
of  a  man’s  funeral  ceremonies  being  performed  by  members  of  his 
caste  merely  because  some  time  before  the  passing  of  this  Regulation 
he  married  a  Nayar  female?  Has  he  any  objection  to  a  non-Nayar 
marrying  in  his  own  caste  even  after  the  passing  of  this  Regulation? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  (Nominated) :  I  do  not  quite  under¬ 
stand  the  question. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President):  I  am  sorry;  I  shall  explain.  A  non-Nayar  has  married 
a  Nayar  female  before  the  .passing  of  this  Regulation.  It  is  open  to 
him  subsequently  to  marry  a  caste-wife.  After  the  passing  of  this 
Regulation  he  finds  it  absolutely  necessary  to  marry  a  caste- wife  for 
perpetuating  his  lineage  and  for  the  performance  of  his  funeral  rites. 
Does  my  friend  propose  to  deprive  that  non-Nayar  of  the  right  of 
having  his  funeral  obsequies  performed  by  his  caste-heirs  ?  How  is  he 
to  do  it  if  he  is  not  allowed  to  remarry  in  his  own  caste,  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  ?  He  may  object  to  a  non-Nayar  marrying  a 
Nayar  female  during  the  continuance  of  a  caste  wife.  But  has  he 
any  objection  to  the  non-Nayar  marrying  a  caste  wife  just  for  his 
spiritual  requirements?  That  will  be  an  interference  with  the  religion 
of  an  individual.  May  I  further  tell  him,  while  he  took .  the  analogy 
of  Cochin  divorce,  that  the  divorce  there  is  not  absolutely  free?  We 
have  made  it  absolutely  impossible.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  ask 
him  whether  in  common  fairness  to  a  man’s  spiritual  requirements  he 
should  not  allow  the  non-Nayar  to  marry  a  caste  wife?  I  believe 
I  have  made  myself  quite  clear. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  I  do  not  quite  understand. 
I  have  got  a  slight  headache ;  probably  it  is  due  to  that.  (Laughter.) 

I  spoke  on  monogamy  and  it  was  there  that  I  referred  to  the 
law  in  the  Nayar  Regulation  of  Cochin.  With  regard  to  the  other 
question,  I  do  not  quite  understand  what  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyangar  said. 
But,  all  the  same,  I  have  clearly  made  everybody  here  understand, 
especially  after  the  question  asked  by  Mr.  Raja  Raja  Varma  Koil 
Tampuran  and  the  reply  given  to  him  by  me,  that  both  Nayar  and 
non-Nayar  males  were  meant. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedwnangad ): 
May  I  ask  Mr.  Hoogewerf  if  any  expression  used  by  him  in  his 
speech  forms  part  of  the  amendment  which  he  proposed  ?  (Laughter.) 
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PRESIDENT:  Sha.ll  I  askMr.  Velu  PHlai  to  pat,  his  question 
again?  , 

Mr,.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nominated):  It  is  not  necessary 
cause  if,  is  understood. 

Bao  Babadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President)  :  May  I  ask  Mr.  Hoogewerf  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  obsequies  of  a  non-Nayar  can  be  performed  only  by  his  caste 
relations  ?  . 

.  Me.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nom'nuted):  It  may  be  so. 
v  Eao  Bahai  itteK.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nomimted)  (Deputy 
Presiden  t)  :  Is  he  aware  of  that  ? 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  ( Nominated )  :  I  am  not  quite  aware, 
Probably,  it  must  be  so. 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President)  :  Then  are  we  not  to  provide  facilities  for  it  ? 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nominated) :  He  should  not  go  to  a 
Nayarfemaleata.il,  (Laughter) 

Eao  BahabbrK.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  C Nominated )  (Deputy 
President):  After  this  Regulation,  he  should  not. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (Nominated) :  Never  mind  after  or  before. . 
That  is  what  I  say.  (Laughter.) 

So,  if  a  Nayar  cannot  liaye  two  wives,  I  cannot  see  why  a  Brahmin 
who  has  a  solid  wife  (laughter),'-  properly  married,-  spiritually  with  all. 
ceremony,  —I  have  seen  this  solid  union  which  has  impressed  me  a  great 
deal, .  much,  more  than  the  Catholic  ceremony—  should  be  allowed  to 
put  asunder  .that  wife.  On  the  face  of  that  I  cannot  understand  why 
a  Brahmin  should  go  into  another  community  and  marry  another 
wife:.  It  looks  like .  concubinage  and  not  as  marriage. 

Mb.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated) :  May  I  know 
whether  Mr.  Hoqgewerf  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  a  non-Nayar  is  at 
liberty  to  marry, another  wife  in  his  own  caste  ? 

I  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEEF  (. Nominated ) :  Let  him  marry  if  he  wishes  :■ 
from  his  own  community.  ■  (Lmighier.)  It  is  simply  outrageous.  The  ' 
other  is  bad'  enough ;  this  is  simply  -  outrageous.  A  Brahmin  who  has ' 
married  with  such  holy  rites  is  not  likely  to  marry  a  Nayar  wife  to 
whom  he  has:  only  to  give  ,the  clothing  and  so  on.  We  are  trying  to 
make  the  tie  stronger..  When  we  are.  making  every  effort  to  make  the 
tie  stronger;  I  cannot  tolerate  for  a  second  a  Brahmin  interloping  : 
(laughter)  into  this  community  and  having  a  second  wife.  That  seems 
to  me,.  Sir,  like  concubinage.  , 

:  Mb.  T.K.  VBLTJ  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum-N edumavgad)  :  Will 
Mr,  Hoogewerf  tolerate  it  in  any  other  community  ? 
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MR.  A-  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  I  belong  as  I  said  to  the  Nayar 
community  just  now.  (Laughter.)  That  is  why  I  am  moving  the  am¬ 
endment  on  behalf  of  the  Nayar  community.  I  do  not  want  to  say  much 
more  than  this  on  the  subject ;  but  I  emphatically  protest  against  such 
an  intrusion— I  do  not  know  what  to  call  it— with  regard  to  this  conjugal 
tie.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  has  brought  forward  this  amendment  and  I  think 
it  is  simply  scandalous  and  this  House  should  never  tolerate  it. 

PRESIDENT :  You  should  never  use  such  expressions. 

Mr.  A.  HOOG-EWERF  (Nominated) :  Sir,  I  beg  to  withdraw  that. 
Anyhow,  I  felt  very  strongly  in  the  matte#  and  this  is  my  excuse  for 
saying  so  much. 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated) :  Sir,  the  amend¬ 
ment  moved  by  Mr.  Hoogewerf  seems  to  cast  a  reflection  on  the  non- 
Nayars  and  also  about  their  customs,-  because  to  take  a  second  wife 
from  outside  is  not  sinful,  as  among  non-Nayars  there  is  the  custom 
already  and  there  is  no  forced  monogamy.  There  is  the  custom  of 
marrying  two  or  three  wives,  if  necessary.  That  is  not  for  any  sensual 
purposes.  Sometimes  in  cases  where  the  first  wife  does  not  bear  any 
children  a  non-nayar  marries  a  second  wife,,  and.  if  the  second  wife  does 
not  bear  any  children,  he  marries  a  third  wife.  There  is  nothing  in  it 
as  going  against  religious  principles  or  religious,  integrity. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapvzha) :  May  I  know, 
whether  the  same  arguments  would  not  apply  to  Nayars  also? 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  It  does  not  make 
any  difference  so  far  as  their,  religious  attitude  is  concerned.  That  is 
what  I  meant.  The  non-Nayar  not  only  performs  his  caste  marriage 
according  to  the  rules  of  his  •  caste  but  also  performs  a-  marriage  with 
a  Nayar  female  according  to  her  caste  ..rites,  and  so  it  does  not  in  the 
least  militate  against  his  religious  principles  to  marry,  again  in  his  own 
caste  or  in  any  other  caste.  '•'■■■ 

'  From  the  religious  point  of  view  I  may  say  that  a  Non-Nayar 
is  sometimes  compelled  to  marry  another  wife  in  his  own  caste.  That 
is  because  he  believes  that  he  cannot  get  heaven  or,  at  least,  he  believes 
sometimes  that  he  cannot  get  away  from  hell  unless  he  gets  a  son.  The 
very  meaning  of  the  word  son  (putran)  is  one  that  saves  the  parent 
.  from  falling  into  hell.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  whether  it  is  true  or  not. 

;  But  there  it  is  that  he  has  got  that  conviction- 

'.  Mr.  J.  JOHN  NEDIBY .  (Ohangitnaohery  ■■  etun  Mimchu):.  May 
I  know  from  Mr.  Lakshihana  Pillai  whether,  in  spite  of  the  second, 
third,  or . even  :  fourth  marriage,  if  a  man  does  not  get.  a  son,  what 
will  be  his  fate?  : 

Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated) :  He  would  look 
Upon  himself  as  very  unfortunate  indeed.  It  will  be  a  very  unfortunate 
matter  and  he  is  not  toblarrie  for  it.  The  Hindu  Law  permits  him  to 
do  that,  and  there  is  no  idea  of  a  scandal  or  any  such  thing  attached  to 
it.  It  is  a  perfectly  legitimate  course  that  he  can  adopt.  Now,  what 
difference  does  it  make,  I  say,  if  the  non-Nayar.  instead  of  marrying  again 
Yol.  IV.  Ho.  r 
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in  his  own:  caste,  marries  from  the  Nayar  caste  ?  It  is  only  a  difference 
of  caste,  but  the  Nayar  is  still  a  Hindu  and  his  ideals  are  all  Hindu  ideals. 

So  that,  I  do  not-  see  why  Mr.  Hoogewerf  should  go  so  far — 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  { Nominated ) ;  Why  should  he  not  marry 
in  his  own  caste  ? 

Me.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  Why  should  an 
Englishman  marry  a  Frenchwoman  or  a  Frenchman  marry  an  English¬ 
woman  ?  It  is  not  prohibited  by  any  law.  Well,  the  only  shame  or  dis¬ 
grace  that  may  attach  to  the.  custom  is  only  when  the  Engishman  treats 
the  Frenchwoman  not  as  a  wife.  Then  comes  the  obloquy  and  not  other¬ 
wise. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Does  Mr.  Lakshmana 
Pillai  know  that  the  way  of  marriage  of  the  French  and  the  English  is 
the  same,  that  the  French  and  the  English  belong  to  the  same  religion, 

'  and  the  marriage  tie  is  the  very  same,  their  inheritance  and  everything 
■  else  is  the  very  same  ?  Is  the  inheritance  of  the  Brahmin  the  same  as 
that  of  the  Nayar  V  ,  , 

Me.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  When  I  c'ome  to 
the  question  of  inheritance,  I  am  going  to  insist  upon  the  very  same 
provisions  as  in  the  case  of  a  .non-Nayar.  But  that  is  no  reason  for 
Mr.  Hoogewerf  saying  ‘that  a  non-Nayar  should  only  marry  in  his  own 
caste. 

i  .  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEKF  ( Nominated ) :  Would  it  not.be  high  time 
to  do  all  these  things  after  the  legislation  for  inheritance '? 

Me.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ) :  I  mean  to  say 
that  the  Englishman  is  not  bound  hand  and  foot  against  marrying  from 
another  community.  So,  in  the’’  same  way  a  non-Nayar  need  not  be 
prevented  from  marrying  a  Nayar  female  and  according  to  the  Hindu 
customs,  if,  for  purposes  of  begetting  children,  he  requires  to  marry 
another  time.  I  say.  that  there  need  not  beany  provision  of  the  legislation 
to  .prevent  it.  Otherwise—  ,  r 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWEKF  (Nominated) ;.  May  I  know  whether, 
when  a  Brahmin  marries  a :  Nayar  female,  he  goes  through  the  same 
.process- that  I  mentioned,,  as  he  does  when  marrying  a  Brahmin  wile? 

...Mb.'  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  (Nominated)  :  I  am  not  con¬ 
sidering  about  exceptions.  I  'axu  speaking  of  the  ordinary  custom.  It  is 
/  not  necessarily  from  sensual  motives  that  a  non-Nayar  marries  from  the 
,  Nayar  community.  It  would  be  very  generally  out  of  sheer  necessity, 
and  in  that  case,  I,  do -not  see  why  anon-Nayar  should  make  a  difference 
as  regards  his  own  community  and  the  Nayar  community. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEKF  (Nominated) :  May  I  know  whether  the 
•  lon  or  daughter  of  a  Brahmin  by  his  marriage  with  a  Nayar  ■  wife  is , 
.called.  Brahmin  or  Nayar  ?  . 

,  -  Mr.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAT  (Nominated) :  Any  other  nalnej 
:  would  as'  well  suit.  There  is  nothing  about  nomenclature  at:  allAj 
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Under  the  head  of  inheritance,  we  have  to  make  a  change,  and  we  must 
make  a  change  when  we  come  to  that. 

PRESIDENT :  You  may  reserve  your  remarks  for  that  occasion. 

]VIe.  K-  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( TiruvaUa )  :  Sir,  yesterday 
I  said  all  that  I  had  to  say  against  the  enforcing  of  monogamy  on  the 
Nayar  community.  Anyhow,  this  House  accepted  it.  Now,  Mr.  Subba 
Aiyar  has  been  permitted  to  move  this  amendment,  I  bow  to  your  rul¬ 
ing,  Sir,  and  I  do  not  question  it.  Nevertheless,  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  amendment,  as  it  stands,  includes  both  Nayars  and  non-Nuyars.  In 
that  spirit  I  believe  the  House  accepted  it,  because  in  Clause  1,  sub-clause 
(2),  of  the  Regulation  we  have  the  following : 

“  It  shall  apply  to  all  Nayars  domiciled  in  Travanoore,  aUd  to  sueli  Nayars  not  so 
domiciled  and  non-Nayars  whether  so  domioiled  or  not,  as  have,  or  shall  have,  marital 
relation  with  Nayar  females  domiciled  in  Travanoore.” 

This  Regulation  applies  equally  to  Nayars  and  non-Nayars  having 
marital  relations  in  Travancore.  So  when  Mr.  Soogewerf  mentioned 
‘  male  ’  he  referred  to'  Nayar  males  as  well  as'  non-Navar  males  who 
have  marital  relations  with  the  community. 

PRESIDENT :  That  was  not  the  point  on  which  my  ruling 
turned. 

Mit>K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( TiruvaUa ) :  I  do  not'  wish 
you  to  correct  the  ruling.  Therefore,  whether  it  is  clear  or  not,  this 
House  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hoogewei-f  yesterday  with  open 
eyes,  ■  It  was  expressly  asked  and  stated  in  answer  to  the  question  of- 
Mr.  Raja  Raja.Varma  Koil  Tampuran  that  he  meant  both  Nayars  and 
non-Nayars  wbo  have  got  marital  relations  with  Nayars  and  we.  have 
accepted  that  amendment  by  a,  majority  in  this  House-  So,  it  .  is  not 
proper  now,  it  appears  to  me,  to  go  hack  upon  it.  That  is  the  first 
ground. 

Of  coarse,  I  recognise  that  this  law  will  cause  some  hardship  and 
disability  to  certain  communities.  It  is  not  only  a* disability  to  the  non- 
Nayars  but  it  is  a  disability'  also  to  the.  Nayars— -and  of  course  both 
communities  must  be  prepared1  to  make  the  necessary  sacrifices.  If  the 
non-Nayars.  think  that  this  will  press  too  heavily  upon  them,  of  course 
it  is  open  to  them  to  make  some  change  in  their  practice,  whereby  more 
than  one  member  in  the  community  might  marry  in  their  own  castes  so 
that  there  may  be.greater  chances  for  perpetuating  the  family  ;  and  I 
think  it  will  be  good  to  the  community  because  it  will  tepd  to  its  incre¬ 
ase.  So,  probably,  this  practice  if  enforced  will  be  to  the  lasting  benefit 
of  the  non-Nayar  communities.  Eor  these  reasons  I '  object  to  this 
amendment. 

Me.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Sir,  I 
•  only  wanted  to  make  the  point  clear.  I  may  say  at.  the  outset  that  my 
object  is'not  to  make  any  distinction  or  differentiation  between  a  Nayar 
and  a  non-Nayar.  I  do  not  want  to  allow  a  non-Nayar  the  luxury  of 
any  number  of  Nayar- wives.  What  I  wanted  was  only  to  provide  for 
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a- custom  which  exists  and  from  ■which,  there  is  no  escape.  In  other 
words,  in  the  case  of  the  Malabar.  Brahmins  the  junior  member  ia 
always  allowed-at  any  rate,  is  required,  we  may  say-to  marry  a  Nayar 
wife,  and  sometimes  when  the  Karanavan.  or  the  senior  member  dies 
without  issue  lie  has  to  marry  in  his  own  caste,  and  when  he  entered 
into  the  alliance  with  a  Nayar  female  he  thought  he  would  be  allowed 
to  marry  in  his  own  caste  if  an  occasion  arose.  So  that,  it  is  only  to 
provide  for  such  contingencies  that  I  wanted  to  put  in  the  word  “  Nayar” 
there.  If  my  amendment  is  not  sufficiently  explicit,  I  have  no  objection 
to  withdraw  it  and  make  it  plainer.  In  other  words,  I  say  a  person 
who  is  to  marry  inliis  own  caste  has  married  before  this  Regulation  a 
Nayar  wife  and  he  would  be  allowed  to  marry  a  caste  wife  now.  But 
if  we  pass  this  Regulation  he  must  necessarily  divorce  her  and  he  cannot 
get  a  divorce  unless  he  proves  specific  grounds.  Therefore  he  cannot 
get  a  divorce.  He  wants  to  marry  a  caste  wife  and  therefore  he  will  be 
in  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  I  do  not' want  even  that  a  non-Nayar  who 
marries  a  Nayar  wife  hereafter  should  be  allowed  to  marry  in  his  own 
caste.  But  how  to  provide  for  a  contingency  which  has  already  arisen 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  he  will  be  allowed  to  marry  in'  his 
own  caste  ?  You  do  not  allow  him  to  divorce  as  in  Cochin,  freely ;  yju 
So  not  allow  him  to  marry  again  and  therefore  you  are  really  by  a  law 
creating  hardship  to  a  community  which  never  anticipated  it  and 
which  never  bargained  for  it. 

Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Ohangmachery  cum  Mindchit) :  .May 
I  know  what  was  the  practice  before  this  had  come  into  force  ? 

Mb.  V,  /SUBBA  AIYAR  C Additional  Head  Sirlcar  ‘Vakil) :  If  the 
members  of  '  this  House  are  really  for  a  Malabar  Brahmin  who  has 
married  a  Nayar  wife  and  who  has  got  children  by  that  wife  to  divorce 
that  wife,  then  probably  he  may  not  be  in  a  position  to  remarry  at  all. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  allow  that  provision  to  be  left  as  it 
is,  but  I  say  it  will  be  causing  hardship. 

Mb.  G-  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ):  May  I 
know  whether  a  similar  provision  does  not  exist  in  the  Cochin  Regu¬ 
lation  and  whether,  he  knows  of  such  hardship  especially  in  — 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirlcar  Vakil):  The 
divorce  there,  is'  free.  Every,  one  of  the  persons  will  then  want  to 
.  have  a  divorce  before  the  commencement  of  the  Regulation.  I  do  not 
•think  this  House  is  so  unreasonable  as  to  require 'every  man  to  divorce 
his  existing  vfcife  in  order  that  he  may  be  quite  prepared  to  act  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  new  law.  I  do  not  think  that  it  will  be  a  logical  or  safe  or 
sound  proposition.  ■ 

Let  us  take  the  history  of  this  Bill.  Mr,  Raman  Pillai,  when  he 
introduced  thb  Bill,  wanted  .  to  restrict  Nayars  from  having  more 
Nayar  wives  than  one.  In  other  words,  he  did  not  want  to  affect  the 
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rights  of  non-Nayars  with  reference  to  their  marrying  in  their  own 
castes.  That  is  to  say,  the  Bill  never  contemplated  that.  The 
Select  Committee,  I  believe,  were  for  allowing  polygamy  as  it  is,  and 
therefore  they  were  not  for  the  enforcement  of  monogamy.  Now  an 
amendment  was  passed  yesterday,  and  in  order  that  it  may  not  lead 
to  hardship  both  among  Nayar  women  and  non-Navar  husbands  I 
thought  that  the  addition  of  the  word  “Nayar”  would  be  enough. 
But  I  find  there  seems  to  be  a  misconception  that,  if  that  word 
crept  in,  a  non-Nayar  would  have  the  privilege  or  liberty  of  having 
any  number  of  wives.  That  is  not  my  idea.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  restrict  it,  except  in  the  case  of  a  non-Nayar 
marriage  existing  before  the  passing  of  this  Regulation.  I  believe  it  is 
only  in  fairness. 

"Me.  P.  K.  NARAY ANA  PILLAI  Umbala-mha):  May  I  request 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  to  have  his  amendment  in  a  clear  form  as  he  proposed 
it  ?  My  friend’s  argument  seems  to  be  a  very  piteous  one.  with  reference 
to  persons  who  have  got  into  a  tight  corner.  ( Laughter .)  If,  therefore,  his 
idea  is  only  to  extricate  such  of  them,  we  should  like  to  see  the  scope 
of  that  amendment  clearly. 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Then 
I  will  withdraw  that  amendment  and  put  in  another  amendment  more 
clearly. 

.PRESIDENT:  Have  you  got  it? 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  It  is 
better  to  put  it  in  as  a  proviso.  . 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambclajwha) :  What  is  the 
existing  amendment  first  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil )  :  I 
have  put  in  the  word  “  Nayar”  .  in  order  that  it  may  read  “Nayar 
male  or  female.  ”  My  object  is  this..  Notwithstanding  anything  con¬ 
tained  in  sub-section  (1)  the  marriage  of  a  non-Nayar  with  a  caste 
wife  shall  not  be  void  during  the  continuance  of  a  marriage  with  a 
Nayar  wife  before  the  commencement  of  the  Regulation.  -It  is  only 
that  that  I  want,  »’ 

Mb.  K.  PARAMES VARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ).:  Suppose  a 
non-Brahmin  non-Nayar  who  is  allowed  to  marry  in  the  Nayar  com¬ 
munity  marries  from  his  owii  caste.  .  . 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Tmil) :  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  same  principle  will  apply.  Everybody  will  take  care  that  if 
he  goes  in  for  a  Nayar  wife  hereafter,  he  would  not  have  the  right  or 
liberty,  I  may  say  the  luxury,  also  of  marrying  in  his  own  caste. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla):  Mr.  Krishna 
Aiyangar  put  it  on  religious  grounds.  It  applies  only  to  Brahmins  and 
not  to  non-Brahmius  who  also  marry  Nayar  women.  It  does  not  mean 
to  extend  to  those  other  people. 
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[President;.].  .  , 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Sq  long 

as  they  do  not  marry  from  their  own  caste.  8 

Mb.  K.  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  They  are  try. 

■  ing  to' establish  a  different  practice  now. 

PRESIDENT:'.  Your  amendment  involves  an  immediate  change, 
You  want  that  the  community  should  change  its  social  system  iinmedi- 
ately. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR'  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Yes;  ip 
•a  non-Nayar  marries  a  Nayar  wife  he  is  bound  to  have  only  one  wife. 
But  in  the  case  of  those  who  have  already  married  Nayar  women  when 
they  were  allowed  to  marry  in  any  caste,  they  should  not  be  prevented, 
as  Mr.  P.  IC.  Narayana  Pillai  put  it,  from  escaping  from  a  tigl  it  corner 
because  no  divorce  will  be  granted.  . 

PRESIDENT :  If  your  amendment  takes  this  altered  shape  it 
means  that  the  junior,  members  of  a  Malayala  Brahmin  family  should 

■  give  up  at  once  marrying  Nayar  ladies. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AlYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Yes, 

.  My  amendment  runs  as  follows : 

“  notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  snb-seation  ( 1 )  the  marri¬ 
age  of  a  non-Nayar  male  in  his  own  caste  shall  not  be  mid  though. Ju 
has  married  a  Nayar  wife  before  the  commencement  of  this  Regulation." 

I  suppose  I  have  made  it  clear.  I  want  to  safeguard  only  such  mar- 
riages  as  have  already  come  into  existence  and  as  yyill  be  undesirable  in 
tfye  interests  of  all  parties  to  dissolve.  You  force  him  to  dissolve  the 
existing  marriage,  because  there  is  another  aspect  of  it.  He  becomes 
'  liable  to  prosecution  under  the  Penal  Code  by  the  doctrine  of  factum 
valet.  So  far  as  the  caste  wife  is  concerned  the  marriage  is  perfectly 
I.  valid;  but  if  he  goes  in  for  a  caste  wife  he  commits  an  offence.  So  Isay- 
all  these  difficulties  are  arising  when  you  are  trying  to  interfere  with 
the  customs. and  usages  of  other  communities.  It  was  only  to  safeguard 
the  interests  of  the  communities  that  are  put  to  difficulties  that  I. 
brought  in  the  amendment.  • 

Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  was  permitted  to  move  the  amendment  in  the 
altered  form.  ^  ■  v  . 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  wants  that  a  proviso  should  be 
’  added  to.  Clause  9  as  amended,  the  main  Clause  being  ntunberecl  as 
sub-section  1.  Then,  it  cannot  be  a  proviso.  It  will  be  thus:— 

“Addas  Clause  (2)”  notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  sub¬ 
section  (I)  the  marriage  of  a  non-Nayar  male  ' in  Ms  own  caste  shall. not 
be  void  though  he  has  married  a  Nayar  wife  ’  before'  the  commencement 
of  this  Regulation,” 

PRESIDENT:  Does  the  House  accept  the  amendment? 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  House. 

PRESIDENT:  The  question  is- that  Clause  9  as  amended  do 
form  part  of  the  Bill'. 
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The  Clause,  as  amended,  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Mr.  L.  B.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  BOIL  TAMPURAN  (Edavagaip 
There  is  no  list  or  registered  document  for  the  existing  or  future  mar¬ 
riages.  Would  it  not  be  very  difficult  to  differentiate  between  future  and 
existing  marriages  ? 

PRESIDENT :  We  cannot  go  back'  upon  that  Clause.  We  are 
now  at  Clause  10.  Clause  9  has  been  put  and  accepted  by  the  House. 

Clause  10. 

The  following  amendment  was  not  moved:- — 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum )  :  ■  .  . 

Inline  1  insert  the  words  “  awl  major  unmarried  daughters"  between  the  words 
‘‘minor  children"  and  “shall”. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAPANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  I  beg  to  move 
the  following  amendment  ■ 

Insert  the  following  in  line  1  after  the  word  “  children 

“  Except  married  daughters  under  .  the  guardianship  of  their 
husbands.” 

When  the  amendment  is  introduced  the  Clause  will  run  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

“The  wife  and  minor  children,  except  married  daughters  under  the 
guardianship  of  their  husbands,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  maintained  by 
the  husband  or  father  as  the  case  may  be.” 

Sir,  there  is  one  aspect  of  the  question  which  I  propose  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  learned  mover  of  the  Bill,  i:  e., -whether  there  is  not  an 
overlapping  of  the  provision  so  far  as  the  liability  of  the  husband  and  the 
father  is  concerned.  “The  wile  and  minor  children  shall  be  entitled  to  be 
maintained  by  the  husband  dr  the  father,  as  the  case  may  be”  is  the 
present  provision.  It  may  be  that  some  of  the  minor  children  of  the 
father  happen  to  he  married.  I  should  like  to  know  whether  it  is  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  mover  to  see  that  even  married  minor  daughters 
should  be  maintained  by  their  father.  That  is  not  clear-  Anyhow,  my 
own  view  is  that,  if  a  minor  daughter  is  married  and  is  living  under 
the  guardianship  pf  her  husband,  there  is  very  little  justification  for  the 
father  being  called  upon  to  maintain  such  a  daughter  also. 

PRESIDENT :  If  the  husband is  also  a. minor? 

Mr.  P.  K  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalcopushu) :  That  is  also 
a  point  that  T  wish  to  bring  ;to  the  notice  of  the  learned  mover. .  If  he  has 
thought  over  the  question  he  may  adopt  the  amendment.  If  not,  I 
would  press  it  to  a  division. 

‘  Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President) :  I  second  it. 

Mb/K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI .  (Tirwalia)  i  Sir,  there  is 
one  difficulty  in  accepting  the  amendment.  Even  if  a  minor  girl  may 
he  mamed,  ,1  do  not  think  .  it  right  to  divest  the  father  of  the  duty  of 
maintaining  the  minor  daughter.  Sometimes  the  minor  wife  may  not  be 
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maintained  by  the  husband,  or  the  father  might  have  married  his 
daughter  to  a  person  who  is  not  able  to  maintain  her.  Under  such  cir-  < 
cumstances  it  is  not  proper  that  the  father  whose  primary  duty  is  to  mam- 
tain  his  minor -children  should  be  divested  of  that  duty.  I  had  thought 
over  the  matter,  and  my  view  is  that  it  must  be  the  duty  of  the  father  to 
maintain  his  minor  children  whether  they  are  married  or  not. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  father  has  got  a  duty  to  maintain  his. 
minor  children,  we  have  not. thought  it  right  to  take  away  the  right  of 
maintenance  of  minor  children  from  the  tarwad.  There  may  he  two 
independent  bodies  who  have  the  duty  of  maintaining  ^  minor  children. 
In  such  a  case,  there  is  no  reason  why  one  body  should  be  divested  of 
that  duty. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Hirhar  Vakil) :  Sir, 
I. may  say  a  word  in  view  of  what  Mr.  Paramesvarau  Pillai  has  said  on 
this  amendment.  Sections  10  and  11,  as  they  stand,  are  not,  I  think, 
clearly  worded.  According  to  them  the  father  is  not  under  an  obliga¬ 
tion  to  maintain  his  minor  daughters  after  marriage.  The  Sections 
of  a  statute  must  be  read  together  and  interpreted  in  such  way  as  not 
to  cause  any  inconsistency.  If  that  principle  of  interpretation  is 
accepted,  then  it  means,  the  minor  children,  if  they  are  not  married, 
must  he  maintained  by  the  father;  and  if  the  minor  daughter  happens 
to  be  married,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  husband  to  maintain  her.  According 
to  Section  10  there  is  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  husband  to  main¬ 
tain  the  wife  whether  minor  or  major.  I  take  it  that,  Sections  10  and 
11  when  read  together  impose .  an  obligation  to  maintain  her  on  the 
father  while  his  daughter,  is  unmarried  and  on  the  husband  when  she 
is  married.  If  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  wants  that  the  father  should 
not  be  divested  of  the  duty  of  maintaining  his  minor  daughter  whether 
she  is  married  or  not,  then,  I  think,  he  will  do  well  to  make  it  clear  by_ 
suitable  amendments.  As  it  is,  I  think  the;  father  has  the  duty  to  main¬ 
tain  his  minor  daughter  only  so  long  as  she  is  unmarried.  , 

PRESIDENT:  Do  you  accept  Mr;  Narayana  Pillai ’s  amendment? 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  points  out  that  Clause  11  is  inconsistent  with  Clause'  10 
of  the  Bill.  .  - 

Me.  V.  SUBBA,  AIYAR  .(Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  l 
mean,  the  two  must  be  read  together.  Then  there  is  no  necessity  for 
the  amendment.  But  if  what  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  wants  is  to  be 
made  clear,  he  must  bring  in  a  fresh  amendment.  Section  10  says  that  the 
wife  and  minor  ■  children  shall  be  maintained,  by  the  father  or  the 
husband,  as  the  case  may  be,  which  means  that  the  wife  shall  he  main¬ 
tained  by  the  husband  and  the  children  by  the  father.  Section  11  says 
that  so  far  as  guardianship;  is  concerned  the  husband  shall  be’ the 
legal  guardian. of  the  minor  wife,  In  both,  the  cases,  the  husband  should, 
be  the  guardian  and  he  should  maintain  Ms  minor  wife, 

PRESIDENT :  I  do  not  know  if  that  follows.  ' 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  It 
follows. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  am  not  a  lawyer. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapusba) :  Sir,  as  I 
apprehended,  the  meaning  that  I  thought  would  be  attached  to  the  Clause 
in  question  has  evidently  been  put  on  it  by  the  learned  mover.  But  if 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  says  that  it  ought  not  to  be  the  meaning  by  canons  of 
interpretation — I  also  occasionally  use  these  canons  of  interpretation — 
there  is  not  certainly  the  necessary  expression  to  hit.  the  mark.  Hence 
I  think  it  must  be  made  clear  that  the  provision  in  this  respect  does  not 
lend  itself  to  conflicting  constructions.  I  myself  feel  that  it  is  better  that 
we  define  exactly  the  scope  of  the  liability  of  the  father  and  amend  the 
provision  so  as  to  be  applicable  only  in  the  case  of  minor  sons  and 
unmarried  minor  daughters.  Therefore  I  think  my  amendment  may 
be  accepted. 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved : —  . 

Mb.  M.  R.  MArHAVA  Vaeiar  (Chengdnnur  cum  Pattanamtitta)  : 
Line  1.  Delete  the  word  “and"  and  add  the  words  “and  unmarried  major  daughters"  after 
lhe  words  “minor  children.” 

Mb.  M.  N.  PlLLAl  ( Trivandrum ) :  Line  3.  Insert  the  words 

“or  major  unmarried  daughters"  between  the  words  “wife"  and  “shall  not.” 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum )  :  Line  4,  Insert  the  words 
‘  or  father  as  the  case  may  be”  between  the  words  “husband”  and  ‘‘without  just  cause. 

Mr.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VARIAR  (GJiengannw  cum  Pattanam- 
titta ) :  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  that  in  Line  4,  Clause  10,  the,  words  “lives 
in  adultery”  be  added  after  the  words  “just  cause.”  ■ 

I  think  these  words  exist  in  the  present’ Nayar  Regulation  and 
they  were  deleted  in  this  Bill,  without  any  proper  reason  in  the  report  of 
the  Select  Committee...  No  reason  is  alleged  why  these  words  were 
omitted.  Moreover,  as  we  have  passed  Section  8  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  a  woman  who  lives  in  adultery  is  not  entitled  to  compensa¬ 
tion  when  she  is  divorced,  I  think  that  these. words  may  also  be  added 
to  this  Section.  '  . 

Mr.  N.  KUMAR  AN  (Nominated) :  I  second  it. 

MB.  K.  PARAAIES  VAR  AN  PILLAI  (Tirumdla):  .  I  rise  to 
oppose  the  amendment.  :  These  woids  are.  in  the  old  .Regulation.  It 
was  deliberately  omitted  ’  by  the  Select  Committee  iii  order  to  avoid 
an  enquiry  into  the  conduct,  of  the  woman  when  she  seeks. for  main¬ 
tenance  froffii  her  husband.  If  we  allow  this  plea  of  living  in 
adultery  to  be  put  in  by  the  husband  when  a  wife  brings  a  suit  for 
maintenance,  we  may  take  it  that  in  almost  every  case  the  defence 
will  be  that  the  wife  lives  in  adultery.  It  is  only  when  the  feeling 
between  the  husband  and  the  wife  is  estranged  that  a:  suit,  for  maintenance 
will  be  brought,  by.  the  wife  against  the  husband.  Then  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  insulting  the  wife  he  may  put  in.  this  defence  which 
will  lead  to  the  washing  of  dirty  linen  ,  in  public.  It  was  therefore 
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that  this  expression  was  deleted  from  the  original  Bill  itself  by  the 
Select  Committee.  According  to  the  amended  Bill  it  is  open  to  a 
husband  to  bring  a  suit  for  dissolution  of  marriage  on  the  ground  0f 
adultery.  Until  he  files  a  petition  for  divorce  and .  succeeds,  he 
must  be  bound  to  maintain  the  wife  irrespective  of  any  reasons.  The 
duty  to  maintain  the  wife  must,  subsist  until  he  gets  a  dissolution,  andif 
he  has  got  proper  grounds  for  the  same,  it  will  be  open  to  him  to  put 
in  a  petition  and  get  the  marriage  dissolved.  Except  in  case  of  dis¬ 
solution  I  am  opposed  to  any  enquiry  being  held  into  the  conduct  of  a 
woman  especially  when  she  puts  in  a  petition  for  maintenance.  It  is 
upon  these  grounds  that  the  words  were  deleted  and  I  oppose  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Madhava  Yariiir. 

Mb.  M.  R.  MADHAVA  VABIAB  (Ghmgaimur  cum  Pattmam- 
titta) :  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  opposes  my  amendment  on  the  ground 
that  the  words  in  question  were  deleted  with  the  intention  of  avoiding  an 
open  enquirV  into  the  conduct  of  the  husband  and  the  wife.  But  these 
words  exist  in  the  present  Regulation  and  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has 
not  quoted  any  instance  in  which  an  open  enquiry  was  made  into  % 
conduct  of  a  woman  and  dirty  linen  washed  in  public.  As  these  words  exist 
in  the  existing  Regulation  and  as  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  has  not 
shown  that  any  mischief  is  caused  by  the  existence  of  this  provision,  I  do 
not  think  thAt  any  harm  will  result  by  the  addition  of  the  words  “Jives 
in.  adultery.”  Moreover,  if  a  woman  lives  in  habitual  adultery,  it  is  not 
just  to  ask  the  man  to  maintain  her.  Hence  I.  press  my  amendment.  - 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost. 

PRESIDENT:  I  think  in  an  earlier  Clause  we  adopted  the 
phraseology  .‘or  has  changed  her  religion.’  I  think  it  was  in  Clausp  8, 
So,  it  would .  lie  better  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  to  adopt  the  same 
warding  here  also.. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  House. 

The  following. amendment  was  not  moved:. 

Mu.  0.  Sakkaba  Menon  (Quilon) ;  Add  at  the  end  of  the  iiroviso  the  words  “of 
has  become  an  out-caste.”  ' 

The  question  that  Clause  10  as  amended  do  form  part  of  the  Bill 
was  then  put  to  the  vote  and  carried. 

■  Clause  10,  as  amended,  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Claus ®  Ut 

The  following. alBendtoent  was  not.  haoved  i; — 

■Mb.  0.  Sabkaba  Mhnob  (Quilon) :  Sub-clause  (1).  Delete  ana 
substitute  the  following 

“  The  father  shall  be  the  logs!  guardian  of  his  initiof  oHildfen  in  respect  of  their 
person  and  the  property  given  them  by  such  father." 
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Mb.  P.  K.  NAB  AY  ANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapusha) :  Sir,  the  hus¬ 
band  shall  he  the  legal  guardian  of  his  minor  wife  in  respect  of  her 
person  and  property.  That  is  the  existing  provision.  But,  in  so .  far 
as  the  Bill  contemplates  the  possibility  of  a  minor  husband  marrying 
a  minor  wife,  the  question  is  liable  to  be  raised  whether  the  husband, 
■who  himself  happens  to  be  a  minor  under  the  guardianship  of  some 
other  person,  would  be  the  guardian  of  his  minor  wife.  It  is  only  to 
deal  with  such  cases  that  I  propose  this  amendment,  i.  e.,  “  In  line  1 
sub-clause  .  (1),  Clause  11,  add  the  words'“if  not  a  minor”  after  the 
word  “husband.” 

Mr.  G.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattmkam ):  Who 
else  will  be  the  guardian  in  the  case  of  a  minor  husband  and  minor 
wife? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (AmlalnpuzJiay  Any  other 
person,  except  the  husband,  under  the  existing  law.  would  be  the  guard¬ 
ian  for  both  the  husband  and  the  wife. 

Me.  G.  PAR  AMES  VAR  AN  PILLAI  (NeyyatMnkara) :  Together  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {Ambalajmzka) :  Not  neces¬ 
sarily.  It  is -for  that  purpose — 

PRESIDENT :  I  think  yon  have  two  amendments  to  this  Clause. 
You  may  move  the  other  also. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Anbalaptuha) :  Sir,  I  beg  to 
move  that  in  line  2  Sub  -clause  (1),  Clause  ll,  the  words  “save  as  re¬ 
gards  daughters,  under  the  guardianship  of  their  husbands”.,  be  inserted 
after  “and.” 

The  amendment  is  simply  to  give  effect  to  a  prior  amendment. 
We  have  already  made  this  amendment  in  a  .previous  Clause,  and  it  is 
only  right  that  we  introduce  the  same  here  also. 

.  Me.  G,  PARAMESYARAN  PILLAI  ( NeyyaUinkaray.  I  second 
the  amendments. 

Mb.  K  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  Sir,  not  that 
I  have  got  any  serious  objection  to  accept  the  amendment,  but  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  the  Section  itself  is  clear,  because  no  minor  can  be  the 
guardian  according  to  the  general  law.  So  it  assumes  that  the  husband 
must  he  a  major  and  if  he  is  not  a  major,  of  course,  the  wife  will  have 
to  be  under  the  guardianship  of  her  .father.  I  do.  not  .think  that  there 
is  any  doubt  about  that  matter.  The  amendment  is.  thus  superfluous. 

MR.  P.  K  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzhco) :  I  would  draw 
the  attention  of  the  mover  of  the  Bill  to  a  similar  amendment  made 
and  accepted  in  the  Ezhava  Bill.  I  have  nothing  to  add  in  sup¬ 
port  of  my  amendment. 

Ms.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  Is 
there  such  a  thing  in  the  Ezhava  Bill?  I  think  it  is  not  in  the 
Ezhava  Bill. 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Amlalapuzlm ):  What  I  te. 
collect  is  that  the  amendment  was  made  in  the  Ezhava  Bill. 

Mr.  V.  STJBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  SirJcar  Vakil)  \. 
father  also  may  be  a  minor  in  certain  cases.  (Laughter).  We  do  n0t 
provide  for  such  cases. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  Under  the  ex- 
isting  law,  the  husband  will  Have  to  be  the  guardian  of  the  minor  wife,  5 
That  is  whore  we  are  at. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  It  pre- 
supposes  that  guardians,  are  mi  juris, 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  If  so,  I  with, 
draw  my  first  amendment. 

The  amendment  was,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

'  The  amendment  that,  in  line  2,  sub-clause  (1),  Clause  11,  after 
“  and  ”  the  words  “save  as  regards  married  daughters  under  the  guardi¬ 
anship  of  their  husbands  “  be  inserted,  was  accepted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum):  I  move  that  in  line  1,  sub¬ 
clause  (2),  Clause  11,  the  words  “a  woman  ’’  be  inserted  for  “the  wife” 
and  that,  the  word  “former  ’’  be  omitted.  The  use  of  the  word  “  wife  ” 
will  narrow  the  scope  of  the  amendment,  because  it  will  relate  to  cases 
of  children  born  with  a  prior  husband.  It  is  doubtful  whether  it  will- 
apply  to  cases  where  a  woman  has  not  married  a  second  time.  She 
need  not  be- necessarily  a  wife. 

Mr.  V.  KUNJUKEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chirayinkil )  :  I  second  it. 

Mr.  K  PAEAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( TiruvaUa ) : '  I  think  it  may 
be  accepted.  '  . 

The  amendment  was  put  and  carried. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved : — 

Me.  V.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  (Ghirayinkil)  :  Sub-clause  (2).  Line  1. 
Substitute  the  words  “Nayar  female”  for  the  word  11  wife”  and  delete  the  word 
“former,”  .  ..  , 

Mr.  P.  K  Narayana  Pillai  (Ambalapuzha) : 

-  Sub-clause  (2).-  Line  1.  Insert  afior  the  word  “  wifo  ’’  tho  words  “not  beings 

Mr.  C.  Samara  Menon  (Quilon) : 

Sub-obtuse  (2),  line.  2  :  delete  the  words  “  or  divoroed.  ” 

'  Mr., C.  SANKABA  MENON  (Quilon) :  I  did  not  move  the  above 
amendment  because  of  the  passing  of  .Clause  8  by  the  House.  I 
should  think  that  in  that  Section  an  addition  has  to  be  made  to  cover 
cases  where  a  provision  has  been  made  for  maintenance  of  the  minor 
children  in  the  final  order  of  divorce.  I  wish  that  the  words  “  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  sub-clause  (9)  of  Section  8  the  woman  will  be  the 
legal  guardian  of  the1  minor  children  by 'a  divorced  husband  ”  .be  inserted 
"^6ter  “  shall.’’ ia  lihe  2  of  hub-clause  (2)  of  Clause  11,  • 
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He,  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alangdd  cum  Pamr)  :  I  second  it. 

Me,  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalupuzha ■) :  That  is  a  con¬ 
tingency  that  overtakes  not  only  the  wife  who  appears  before  the  divorce 
court  but  probably  the  husband  also,  with  respect  to  the  custody  of 
minor  children,  The  divorce  court  may  come  to  a  conclusion  against 
the  father  or  the  mother.  So,  if  we  simply  restrict  the  operation  of 
that  Section  to  Clause  8,  it  may  be  doubted  whether1  the  previous  pro¬ 
vision  with  respect  to  the  custody  and  the  guardianship  of  the  children 
under  the  other  Clauses  in  this  Chapter  would  he  controlled  by  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  that  Clause.  Naturally,  we  have  to  take  the  whole  provision 
following  in  the  section.  Section  11  must  be  controlled  by  the  orders 
of  the  court  under  Clause  8.  I  am  not  averse  to  the  spirit  of  the  amend¬ 
ment,  but  I  only  point  out  that  it  is  better  to  state  that  all  the  provisions 
of  this  Chapter  would  be  controlled  by  the  provisions  made  in  sub-clause 
(9)  of  Clause  8.  If  the  court  comes  to  a  conclusion  it  should  not  be 
affected  by  anything  contained  in  this  :  section. 

•  Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA'  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  {Deputy 
President) :  Even  under  the  Guardian  and  Wards  Regulation,  natur¬ 
ally,  a  guardian  may  be  removed  by  an  order  of  the  court.  What  is 
the  harm  in  restricting  it  to  the  wife  as  drafted  by  the  Select  Com¬ 
mittee  ? 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapmhu ) :  .  We  are  not 
contemplating  anything  under  the  Guardian  and  Wards  Regulation,  but 
only  Clause  8  previously  grafted.  So,  that  may  not  he  in  conflict 
with  any  legislative  enactment.  Here,  we  may  enact  that  in  this 
Chapter  Clause  11  would  .  be  subject  to  Clause  8.  The  proviso  may 
control  the  whole  clause. 

PRESIDENT :  Clause  10  also. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambqlapnzha) :  Yes. 

Rao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  {Deputy 
President) :  lam  not  satisfied  that  the  proposed  amendment  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary.  The  provision  in  an  earlier  section  does  not  militate 
against  the  cases  contemplated  in  the  clause  that  is  now  sought  to  be 
amended.  The  possible  contingency  may  or  may  not  occur.  That  is 
all  that  I  have  to  say. 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( NeyycMinkara ) :  I  think 
that  the  amendment  is  unnecessary,  because,  s'b  far  as  sut-clause  (2)  is 
concerned,  it  deals  only  with  the  minor  children  by  a  husband  deceased 
or  divorced.  It  only  deals  with  cases  that  arise  after  divorce  or  death  of 
the  husband.  The  other  question  will  arise  only  in  respect  of  divorce 
proceedings,  so  that  this  is  self-sufficient  and  self-contained,  and  there 
is  also  no  inconsistency  between  the  two.  The  one  will  not  militate 
against  the  other. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Time  alia ) :  I  am  inclined 
to-  accept  the  amendment;  It  is  not  quite  correct  to  say  that  no  provi¬ 
sion  need  he  made.  Because,  in  the  case  of  divorce  proceedings,  in  the 
final  order  to  be  passed,  the  court  is  entitled  to  make  any  order  in  res¬ 
pect  of  the  custody  of  the  children.  They  may  be  entrusted  with  tho 
father  or  with  the  mother.  .  ■  .  , 


1120  TEAVANCOBE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL,  [lllE  JUNE  1924- 

[Mr.  0.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillar] 

Mb.  G.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  ^NeyyattinMra)-.  May  I 
ask  which  children  he  means  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  This  clause  relates  to  the  divorced  wife. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (TinmMa)  :  In  such  cases 
the  court  will  have  to  pass  an  order  as  regards  the  custody  of  the  child¬ 
ren  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  According  to  Clause  8 
which  we  have  accepted,  it  is  provided  that  the  court  shall  decide  as  it 
may  deem  proper  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  There¬ 
fore,  in  some  cases,  -the  wife  may  be  entrusted  with  the  custody  of  the 
children  and  in  others  the  father.  I  think,  therefore,  that  there  is  no 
harm  in  accepting  the  amendment. 

Mu.  G.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI.  QfeuyaUinkara)  :  The 
clause  in  question  deals  only  with  those  parents  of  minor  children  as 
happen  to  be  the  subject  of  the  enquiry  in  the  divorce  proceedings. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  refers  to  the  final 
orders  of  the  court. 

1  Mb,  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilan ) :  Provision  will  be  made  by 
the  court  for  the  guardianship  of  the  minor  children  at  the  time  of 
passing  the  final  order  of  dissolution.  The  children  may  be  entrusted  to 
the  custody  of  .  the  husband  or  the  Wife  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  Now,  the  Section,  as  it  stands,  provides  for  the  children  being 
in  the  custody  of  the  mother  in  a  ease  where  divorce  is  sought  for.  It 
‘may  he  in  conflict  with  the  order  of  the  court.  Therefore,  it  is  better 
to  make  a  special  provision  in  sub-clause  9,  Clauses. 

PRESIDENT :  I  will  put  the  amendment  to  the  vote  of  the  House, 
The  amendment  is  that  after  the  word  ‘shall’  in  sub-clause  2,  the  words 
“subject  to  the  provisions  of  sub-clause  9,  Clause  8”  be  added. 

MR.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {AmbalapuAm)  :  Sub-clause 
9  in  Section  8. 

...  PRESIDENT :  We  call  them  Causes  and  not  Sections  until  the 
Bill  becomes  law.  ; 

The  amendment  that  after  tbe  word ‘shall’ in  sub-clause,  2,  >  Clause 
11,  the  words  ‘subject  to  the  provisions  of  sub-clause  9,  Clause  8’,  be 
added,  was  then  put- to  the  vote,  of  the  House  and  carried. 

Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Koltamfoira  cum  Kunmt- . 
iur) :  Before  the  clause  is  put  to  the  vote,  may  I  point  out  a  defect  in  it  ? 
The  clause  runs  as  follows:— 

“The  husband  shall  be  the  legal  guardian  of  his  minor  wife  and  tho  father  the  legal, 
guardian  of  his  minor  children  in  respect  of  their  person  and  property,” 

In, a  case  where  divorce—  ......  . 

PRESIDENT  :  Are  you  moving  an  amendment  ?  •. 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  {Eottarahara  cum  Kwwaf- 
-Tam. pointing  out  a  defect,  so  that  I.may  move  an  amendment. 
Tbe  Seetiqhj  :as.  it  is,  says:  “The  husband  shall  be'  the'  legal  guardian  off 
his  minor  Wife  and  the  father  the  legal  -  guardian  of .  his  minor  children 
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in  respect  of  their  person  and  property’.  Suppose  a  divorce  is  desired 
before  the  wife  attains  her  16th  year,  in  a  case  where  the  girl  might  have 
been  married  in  her  tenth  year  and  her  parents  find  some  defect  or  other; 
as  was  contemplated  in  Mr.  Govinda  Menon’s  amendment.  Y/ho  is  to 
be  her  guardian  in  order  to  apply  for  divorce  on  her  behalf  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  Yon  mean  the  divorce  o!  the  wife  ? 

Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Koti'.tmknrv,  cum  Kmmt- 
tur 1:  No,  divorce  on  be  half  of  the  minor  wife.  If  the  husband  is  the 
guardian  of  the  minor  wife  in  respect  of  her  person  and  property,  as  the 
present  Section  provides,  who  is  to  apply  for  divorce  on  belmif  of  the 
minor  wife,  if  it  is  desired  before  she  attains  her  16th  year  ’>  ‘The  wife 
being  a  minor  cannot  go  to  a  court  of  law  and  apply  for  divorce  from 
her  husband  until  she  completes  her  16th  year.  Evidently  her  guardian 
is  expected  to  apply  for  divorce  on  her  behalf.  This  Section  provides 
that  her  husband  is  the  guardian.  How  cap  he  be  expected  to  apply 
for  divorce  from  himself  on  behalf  of  his  wife  ?  I,  therefore,  propose 
that  the  word  ‘except  for  divorce’  may  be  added  after  the  words  ‘minor 
wife’  in  Clause  11,  sub-clause  (1) . 

Mb.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Nominate#)  •  I  second  it. 

Mb.  K  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Timvella )  :  I  object  to 
the  amendment,  because  it  is  unnecessary  and  superfluous.  It  is  well 
known  that,  when  the  interests  of  the  guardian  are  against  those  of  the 
minor,  the  guardian  may  be  removed.  There  is  ample  provision  for 
that  in  the  Civil  Procedure  Code,  and  we  have  already  stated  that,  in 
these  cases,  the  Civil  Procedure  .  Code  is  to  apply.  I  think  that  will 
quite  do.  It  is  unnecessary  to  make  any'  further  provision  with  regard 
to  that.  When  a  minor  wife  seeks  divorce  from  her  husband  it  is 
clearly  understood  that  the  husband’s  interests  cannot  be  identical 
.  with  his  wife’s  and  the  court  cannot  object  to  a  petition  for  the  removal 
of  the  husband  from  her  guardianship. 

Me.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottamkam  cum  Knnna- 
tur)  I  cannot  agree,  with  my  friend.  In  such  cases  we  will  have  first 
to  go  to  a  court  of  Guardian  and  Wards  in  order  to  effect  a  removal  of 
the  guardian. 

Bag  Bahadur,  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  There  is  no  necessity  for  going  to  the  Court  of  Wards, 
There  is  provision  in  the'  Civil  Procedure  Code  itself. 

PRESIDENT:  Will  you  please  explain,  Mr/  Parana esvaran 
Pillai?  .  ..  ....  ..  . 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI.  (Tim valla) :  The  husband 
is  ordinarily  the  legal  guardian  of  his  minor  wife,  but,  when  the  minor 
wife  wants  to  get  a  divorce  from  her  husband,  of  course^,  the  allegation 
will  he  that  the  husband  is  acting  against  the  interests  of  the  wife  and 
that  therefore  he  cannot  act  as  the  legal  guardian  of  the  wife.  The 
court  will  permit  her-to  bring  a  petition  through  her  next  friend,  or  some 
other  guardian,  such  as  her  father  or: uncle.  There  is  ample  provision 
for  that  in  the  Cm!  Procedure  ..Code,  itself.  We  have  already  provided 
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that,  in  these  eases,  the  elaborate  provisions  of  the  Cioil  Procedure  Code 
shall  apply.  There  is  enough  provision  there  to  meet  the  contingency 
suggested  by  Mr.  K'ochukunju  Pillai, 

'PRESIDENT  :  You  have  not  applied  the  provisions  of  the  Civil 
Procedure  Code  to  this  Chapter,  I  think. 

Mb.  K.  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)  :  The  provisions 
of  the.  Civil  Procedure  Code  apply  to  divorce .  proceedings. 

Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottarakara  euro  Kunuat- 
tur):  I  withdraw' the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  withdrawn  by  leave  of  the  Plouse. 

Mb.  K,  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  iCIirwce lla)  :  I  wish  to 
bring  an  amendment  before  the  clause  is  finally  voted  upon.  In 
Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai’s  amendment  the  word  ‘  womEin  ’  was  substituted  for 
the  word  ‘wife’.  That  amendment  has  been  carried.  Throughout 
the  whole  Bill  the  word  ‘female’  has  been  used.  Eor  .consistency’s 
.sake  I  suggest  that  the  word  ‘female’  be  substituted  for  the  word 
‘  woman  ’  in  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai’s  amendment  that  has  already  been  accept¬ 
ed’ by  the  House.  ,  ;j 

Mb,  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  I  have  no  objection. 

The  question  that  the  word  ‘female’  be  substituted  for  the  word 
‘  woman  ’  was  accepted  nem  con. 

The  question  that  Clause  11  as  amended  stand  part  of  the  Bill  was 
then  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  and  carried- 

The  clause  was  added  to  the  Bill, 
j  Clause  12. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumaiu/ad) :  I 
.rise  to  mov^  that  the  existing  .Section  12  of  the  Nayar  Regulation  be  . 
substituted  for  Clause  12  of  the  present  Bill,  The  Section  that  I  want 
to  put  in  reads  thus : — 

On  the  death  of  a  -Nay  at  male,  leaving  him  surviving  a  widow  •  or  children,  or 

'  both,,  she  or  they  ..shall,  if . he  has  undivided  Hiarumakkatayam  heirs,  bo  entitled  to  a 

half  share  of  his  self-aqumrod  or  separate  property  left  undisposed  of  at  his  death, 

•  and  if  there  are  no  such  heirs,  such  widow  or  children  or  both  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
:  whole  Of  such  property.” 

This,  Sir,  is:  the  beginning  of  our  real  difficulties  with  regard  to.  this 
Bill.  Hitherto  we  have  been  testing  the. strength  of  the  roads  which 
the  advance,  party  has  made  for  us.  It  has  been  freely  conceded’  by. 
several  members  in  this  House  ’■  that  the;  two  most  important  ques- 
tions  .dealt-  with?  in  the  present  Bill  are  individual  partition  and  makka- 
thayam.  We  are  now  going  into  the  real :  battle  field .  Battles,  Si  r,  are 
not  won  by  opinions.  They  are  won  by  more  substantial  things  than 
opinions.  I  shall  try  to  show- that,- although  marurnakkathayam  is  a 
decaying  system,  -  ana  although  marumakkathayam  tanvads  do  '  not’ 
fa;?e  ho  .wfstl  as  they  ought  to  do,  yet  there  are  in  all  parts  of  the 
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country  tarwads  governed  by  the  marumakkathayam  law  faring  toler¬ 
ably  well.  No  doubt  the  brother’s  sentiments  towards  the  sister  have 
undergone  some  change  and  the  uncle’s  sentiments  towards  the  niece 
have  changed  to  a  greater  extent.  The  mother’s  feelings  of  love  and 
affection  remain  more  or  less  stationary,  because  the  mother,  whatever 
be  the  provocation,  cannot  hate  any  of  her  children  ;  so  that,  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  such  tarwads  when  the  law  says  that  the  karanavan  is  still  the 
mouth-piece  of  the  tarwads,  when  the  karanavan  is  recognised  to  be  in 
management  of  the  tarwad  property,  and  when  along  with  these  forti¬ 
fications  of  the  law  there  is  also  the  attendant  circumstance  that  some 
amount  of  marumakkathayam  life  still  exists,  I  have  risen  to 
make  a  stand  in  favour  of  some  healthy  portion  of  the  marumakka¬ 
thayam  law  which  we  have  still  to  respect.  Sir,  in  the  ordinary  Nayar 
tarwad,  the  uncle,  the  brother,  and  other  maternal  relations  'are  the 
only  protectors  of  women.  In  many  parts  of  Travancore  there  is 
more  or  less  a  mixed  system  of  makkathayam  and  marumakkathayam. 
The  wife  and  children  often  live  in  the  husband’s  house.  In  other 
parts  of  the  country  marumakkathayam  exists  in  its  pristine  glory.  The 
wife  lives  in  her  own  house  with  her  children,  and  the  husband  “  visits  ” 
the  wife  there. . 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon )  :  May  I  know  in  which 
part  of  the  country  marumakkathayam  exists  in  its  pristine  glory? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Necliiuiangad ) :  I 
thought  Mr.  Sankara  menon.  on  his  way  from  Ernakulam  to  Quilon 
must  have  come  across  families  which  are  still  governed  by  the  maru- 
makkathayam  law.  If  the  question  had  been  put  to  me  by  any  mem¬ 
ber  who  does  not  belong  to  the  Nayar  community,  ' I  should  not 
be  surprised  and  I  should  have  taken  the  time  of  the  Council  in 
answering  him.  But  knowing  as  I  do  that  he  is  a  Nayar  gentleman 
having  ah  extensive  practice  at  the  Quilon  Bar  and  that  he  must 
have  at  least  travelled  through  Travancore  many  a  time  before  he 
reached  Ernakulam,  I  do  not  propose  to  answer  the  question.  I 
repeat  there  are  a  great  many  tarwads  where  marumakkathayam 
is  still  intact.  There  are  houses  in  which  the  husband  or  the  father' 
does  not  contribute  anything  to  the. expenses  of  the  children,  and'  there 
are  tarwads  where  the  karanavan,  however  much  he  may  be  abused, 
however  much  he  might  have  fallen  from  the  old  pedestal,  still  looksafter 
the  interests  of  . the  children  of  his  sisters  and  other  maternal  relations. 
Therefore,  Sir,  if  anybody  would  get  up  and  say  that  there  is  absol¬ 
utely  no  vestige  of  Marumakkathayam  life  in  this  country,  that  statement 
cannot  be  accepted.  Ideas  are  however  changing,  and  a  large  section 
of  the  people  desire  to  make  effective  pi  ogress  towards  makkathayam. 
But  there  is  another  class  of  people  who  accept  makkathayam  only  as  a 
goal  —those  who  still  contend  that  the  time  is  not  ripe  for  adopting  that 
system ;  and  there  is  still  a  third  section,  a  small  section  though, 
which  still  maintains  that  marumakkathayam  must  continue  as  at  present. 
Sir,  we  have  heard  arguments  .  advanced  by  theorists  that  the 
^mjjrumakkathayam  system  is  an  unnatural  system.  I  cannot  see  any¬ 
thing  at  all  unnatural  in  that  system.  It  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
Vol-IVNo.14,  a 
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as  natural  as  it  is  archaic.  But  the  experience  in  other  countries 
and  of  other  communities  has  shown  that  people  who  are  living  in, 
other  systems  like  the  makkathayam  system  are  happier.  It  does  not 
follow  tha''  marumakkathayam  is  therefore  an  unnatural  or.  an  absurd 
system.  Makkathayam  has  no  doubt  several  advantages  over  irtaiu- 
makkathayam  in  the  world  of  to-day.  Still,  I  do  dot  think  anybody  will 
be  justified  in  calling  marumakkathayam  an  unnatural  system.  There  is 
nothing  against  marunaakkathayam  in  the  dispensations  of  God.  The  fact' 
that  marumakkathayam  is  rare  in  the  world  ought  not  to  deter  us  from 
following  marumakkathayam,  at  least  those  principles  of  it  which 
may  be  of  .advantage  to  the  Nayar  community.  There  are  innumerable 
iNayar  houses  in  Travancore  where  the  women  are  protected  only  bytheir 
uncles  or.  brothel's  or  other  maternal  relations.  Section  12  of  the  Bill  as 
passed  by  the  Select  .Committee  contemplates  that  a  man’s  property, 
whether  separate  or  self -acquired,  should  all  pass  to  his  wife  and. children 
if  he  happens  to  die  intestate.  No  doubt  there  is  a  reservation  made 
with  regard  to  the  mother.  The  ideas  enshrined  in  this  Bill  are 
makkathayam  ideas.  I  accept  makkathayam  as  a  goal.  But  I  would 
once  again  request  the  House  to  scrutinise  the  existing  conditions  and 
see  whether  the  community  is  prepared  to  take  a  sudden  jump  in 
that  direction.  I.  would  respectfully  *  request  my  friends  in  this 
.  Council  to  give  me  any  parallel  in  the  legislative  history  of  the.  world 
whei£  makkathayam  was  advanced  in  this  precipitate  manner.  It  must 
be  remembered. that  till  12  years  ago  we  had  only  marumakkathayam,  but, 
now,  we  have  a  kind  of  mixed  system.  The  question  is,  whether  a 
period  of .years  is  enough  tocut  off  entirely  from  our  old  customs 
and  to  forget  the  past  absolutely.  The  living  together,  the  solidarity 
of  interests  and  the  spirit  of  love  ind  amity,  though  somewhat  shackled 
under  the .  present  conditions,.,  still  exist  in  many  marumakkathayam 
tarwads.  It  is  stated  by  some  that  the  people  as  a  whole  are  in  favour 
of  makkathayam  and  individual  partition.  I  am  inclined  to  the  view 
that  Mr.  Paramesvaren  Pillai,  who  observed  yesterday,  in  answer  to 
’  repeated  questions  as  to  the  value  of  resolutions  passed  at  meetings  held 
in  different  parts  of  Travancore,  that  those,  resolutions  were  .  . of  the 
nature  of  propaganda  work,.,  was  substantially  right  in  his  .  judgment 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  If  it  came  from  any  other  gentlem  anyone 
who  has  a  lesser  degree  of  acquaintance  with  the  community“I  should 
■not  have  attached  much’  weight  to  it;  but  seeing  that  it  has  emanated 

■  from  one  who  knows  the,conditions  pf  the-Nayar  community  so  well,  one 

■  who  has  taken  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  the  preparation,  of  the  present 
Bill  and;  'has  always  stood’  up  for  public  causes  {hear,  hear),  I  think 
the  interpretation  is  entitled  to  careful  consideration.  '-  He  said  that  even 
the  resolutions  of  which  he  had  personal  knowledge,  resolutions  arrived  at 
in  meetings  presided  over  by  himself,  even  they  were,  all  of  the  nature  of 

.  propaganda  work.  Sir,  when  this  is  the  case,  am  I  to  believe  that  the 
whole  community  is  prepared  for  makkathayam,  that  .the  people  are  of 
one  mind  and  that  they  will  he  satisfied  only  with  complete  maklpp 
thayam  and  nothing  else  ?  Was  there  any  necessity  for  propaganda 
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work,  was  there  any  necessity  for  these  conferences,  if  popular  opinion 
in  this  matter, was  unanimous? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGrEWERE  ( Nominated ):  Were  not  those  meetings 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  converting  the  unconverted  minority  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangact)  : 
Anyhow,  that  is  not  the  view  of  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  and  I  do  not 
think  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  is  one  who  requires  another’s  help  at 
expressing  his,  meaning.  He  can  take  care  of  his  own  ideas,  So,  I  do 
not  propose  to  take  up  tire  time  of  the  Council  in  answering  that  question. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  explain  hypothetical  positions. 

That  aspect  of  the  question  therefore,  that  complete  makkathayam 
all  at  onoe  is  what  is  supported  by  all  the  resolutions  passed  at 
different  meetings,  need  not  be  elaborated.  No  doubt,  a  certain  amount 
of  weight  may  be  attached  to  the  resolutions  of  meetings  in  order  to 
show  which  way  the  wind  blows.  I  take  my  stand  not  only  on  what 
I  believe  as  the  opinion  of  these  conferences  but  also  on  the  authoritative 
statement  made  by  the  mover  of  this  legislative  measure.  There  is 
the  fact  that  a  good  number  of  newspapers  are  in  favour  of  makka¬ 
thayam  and  individual  partition.  The  views  expressed  by  the  news¬ 
papers  are  in  fact  the  views  of  individuals  who  prefer  to  remain 
anonymous.  Newspapers  are  no  doubt  ■  entitled  to  consideration.  Put 
I  do  not  think  they  are  more  authentic  or  more  reliable  than  the 
resolutions  passed  in  conferences  attended  by  the  members  of  the 
Nayar  community^— conferences,  in  which  several  enlightened..  Nayars 
have  chosen  to  participate.  My  own  feeling, in  the  matter  is  that  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  opinion,  in  favour  of  makkathayam  and  there  is  also 
a  good  deal  against  having  a  compulsory  law  of  makkathayam  just 
at  the  present  moment. 

The  Ezhava  Law  committee  said: 

‘tThere  is  not  one  person  in  the  community  to  say  that  nothing  should  go  to  the 
wife  and  children  of  a  deceased  Ezhava  from  the  self-acquisition  left  by.  him  nor  would 
any  entertain  the  idea  of  providing  -them  with  anything  less  than  one-half  of  the  self¬ 
acquisition.  'Of  the  802  viva  voce  witnesses  questioned  on  the  point,  six  hundred  and 
seven,  including  ten  ladies,  are  for  allowing. the  wife  and  children  to  inherit  the  whole  of  : 
the  father’s  self -acquisition.  In  other  words,  about  76  per  cent,  of  the  viva  voce' 
witnesses  are  for  the,  whole  seif-acquistiori  going  to  children.  Territorially  considered, 
the  Ezhavas  to  the  north  of  Quilon  who  are:  marumakkathayees  with  a  .  few  exceptions, 
and  the  majority,  though  not  so  substantial,  of  the  viva  voc;  witnesses  to  the  south  who 
are  mhmdayees,  are  of  this  view 

Later  on  they  continue  :  .  ■  \ 

'  “This  is  not  consistent,  for,  the  allotment  of  any  share  for  the  tarwad  oh  account  of 
itsoontribution'to  the  acquisition  would  leave  only  a  friction,  a  moiety  of  which  can,  in  no 
case,  amount  to  one-half  share  of  the  Whole., .  Among  the  written  answers  58  (of  which 
13  .from  ladies)  are  for  the  devolution  of  the  whole,  13  for  more  than  one-half  and  55. 
for  ono-half.  Though  there  is  a  large  number  .of  signatures  in  the  written' answers 
,  for  not  giving  the  whole,  it  should  not  be  allowed  fo  weigh,  in  numerical  proportions  for 
the  reasons  stated  in  para  8  supra”. 

Then  again,  later,  they  say :  , 

“  It ’is  contended  that  the  system  of  the  even  distribution  of  tin  self -acquisition 
1  between  the  children  and  seshaHn  of  the  acquirer  is  a  happy  combination  rf  marmnakka- 
..thayami  and  ipakkathayam  anil,  that  no  further  advance  need  be  made  to  favour  th. 
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Children.  Arguments  like  these  which  are  based  more  or  loss  on  the  original  ideals  of 
marumakkathayam  might  have  held  good  at  one  stage  "fits  progress  but  arc  now  u«, 
tenable,  being  opposed  to  the  present  conditions  and  tendencies.  ” 

Later  on  still,  they  observe : 

“  While  we  make  no  secret  of  our  approbation  of  the  goal  underlying  the  wish  of 
the  majority,  we  would  guard  agiinst  possible  misunderstanding.  However  higha  value 
we  set  to  the  objective,  we  ar ;  far  from  proposing  any  change  in  the  law  as  now  admi- 
nis-errd  which  is  uot  broad- has  ‘d  on  the  will  of  the  community  and  which,  we  do  not  at 
the  same  time  feel,  is  for  their  highest  good.  ”  ' 

Again,  the  learned  mover  of  the  Ezhava  Bill,  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar 
has  said  : — 

“  Even  among  rtisradayms  there  seems  to  he  a  majority,  but  that  majority,  I  may 
admit,  is  only  a  narrow  majority,  so  that  we  may  fairly  take  it  that,  so  far  as  the  evidence 
goes,  the  opinion  of  the  misradayam  people  seems  to  be  divided.  ’ 

Then  he  goes  on  : 

“  Under  the  Law  Committee’s  report  tire  anandaravars  were  expecting  a  share  of  the 
acquisitions  till  now,  and  this  they  have  forfeited  by  the  report  of  the  Select  Com¬ 
mittee.  ’ 

Therefore,  my  point  'is  that  the  Ezhava  community  wanted  one 
thing,  the  Law  Committee  added  something  more  to  it,  the  Select  com¬ 
mittee,  added  still  more  things  to  it,  and  when  it  came  to  this  House,  again 
they  got  more  than  what  most  of  the  Ezhavas  themselves  wanted.  With 
reference  to  that  question  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  has  observed  : 

■■"•We  have,  at  the  same  time,  to  take  into  consideration  the  fact,  that  among  Ezhavas 
the' wife  lives  with  the  husband  from  the  moment  of  marriage,  both  of  them  work  toi 
gether  and  the  wife  contributes  a  great  deal  to  the  Half-acquisition  of  the  husband.  It 
was  this  circumstance  mainly  which  weighed  with  us  ;  and  taking  into  consideration  the 
growing  tendency  of  the  time  also,  we  said  that  'the  wife  and  childrep  should  get  the 
whole  of  it  and,  in  the  absence  of  children,  tire  thavazhee  people  might  get  one-half.  ” 

'  So,  the  general  reason  which  enabled  the  Ezhavas  to  get  the  new 
law  regarding  self-acquisition -is  the  fact  that  the  Ezhava  woman  partakes 
with  filer  husband  in  the  acquisition  of  wealth. 

Then  :  agam,  speaking,  on  the  same  amendment,  Mr.  Kochukunju 
Pillai  said :  '. 

“As  a- matter  of 'fact,  some  of  the  important  Ezhavas  of  my  constituency  personally, 
told  me  that  not  only  almost  all  of  them,  about :  90  per  cent,,  were  in  favour  of  the 
amendments  put  forward  by  Mr.  Parafnoswaren,  but  also  that,  when  they  sent  their  petition 
signed  by  about  1 000  persons — . 

•I  do  not  wish  to  read  further  extracts  from  the  speeches.  My  point 
is  that,  although  the  Ezhava  community  got  a  law  of  .complete  makka- 
thayam,,  to  regulate  the  devolution  of  self-acquisition,  although  a  large 
section  ofEzhavaswerein  fayour  of.it,  still  the  legislature  went  very, 
much  beyond  what  the  Ezhavas  primarily  .warited  and  what.,  the  mover 
of  the  Bill  originally  contemplated.  Therefore,  the  Ezhava  Bill  is  no 
guide  in  this  matter.  . 

Among’  Nanjanad  Vellalas  also, :  a  .  parallel  community  living 
under  simhar  conditions,  there  is  a  powerful  section  in  favour  of  com¬ 
plete  makkathayam.  But  I  5nay  remind  the  Council  that  in  that 
community  the  rights  of  ufrantutfa-ica  and  the  nmhidama'wete  14- 
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existence  for  a  very  long  time ;  so  that  even  in  such  oases  where  a 
member  of  a  marumakkathayam  tarwad  died  before  he  could  get  his  share 
from  the  tarwad,  bis  widow  and.  children  were  entitled  to  some  portion 
of  the  common  estate.  Now,  Sir,  to  pursue  this  principle  and  say  that ' 
the  Nayars  are  in  the  same  stage  of  evolution,  to  argue  that,  because 
Ezhavas  and  Nanjanad  Vellalas  who  have  been  living  under  the  system 
of  qualified  marumakkathayam  have  gradually  advanced  a  few  steps 
towards  makkathayam,  the  Nayars  also  should  jump  into  makkathayam 
is,  I  fear,  imprudent  and  erroneous  because  the  Nayar  community  is 
jiving  in  different  circumstances  from  the  other  communities. 

I  should  proceed  now  to  the  basic  principles  recorded  by  the  Maru¬ 
makkathayam  Committee.  I  do  not  read  any  long  extracts.  But  there 
are  .weighty  pronouncements.  This  is  what  they  say ; 

“  The  practice  of  the  community,  as  rightly  inferred  by  the  learned  President 
of  the  Malabar  Marriage  Commission,  is  generally  to  give  not  the  whole  hut 
only  part  of  one’s  acquisitions  to  Ids  children,  especially  if  there  are  near  relations 
in  the  tarwad.  If  so,  to  give  the  whole  to  the  children  would  be  impolitic  as  dis¬ 
appointing  legitimate  expectations  based  on  public  opinion.  To  do  so  would  be  to  re¬ 
volutionise,  and  not  merely  to  reform  the  recognised  course  of  inheritance  on  the  strength 
of  public  opinion.” 

Then  again  the  Committee  observe  : 

“  To  the  proposal  to  give  a.  half  share,  it  is  objected  that  it  is  the  introduction,  of  a 
mixed  system  of  inheritance  and  will  cause  much  uncertainty  and  consequent  litigation. 
This  is  believed  by  what  we  know  of  tlie  Nanjatiaud  Vellalas  ami  Ezhavas  among  whom 
children  get  a  share  of  the  father’s  properties,  generally  hy  private  adjustment  and  very 
rarely  by  suit.  In  a  population  of  leak  than  19,000  Nanjanad  Vellalas  in  the  whole  State. 

there  were  only  20  suits  in  ten  years,  i.  e.,  less  than  two  suits  per  year.  ” 

Similar  figures  are  given  in  regard  to  the  Ezhava  Community.  I 
am  referring  to  this  to  show  that 'the  practice  was  recognised  by  the 
members  of  the  community,  so  that  litigation  was  not  rampant.  Now, 
Sir,  we  have  to  look  into  the  question  whether  it  is  proper  on  our  part 
to  jump  from  marumakkathayam  to  makkathayam  during  a  span  of  ten 
to  fifteen  years,  when  parallel  communities  took  a  much  longer  time 
to  do  so.  I  recognise  that  there  is  a  feeling  in  favour  of  it,  but, 
unless  this  Council  has  obtained  the  opinions  of  a  great  many  representa¬ 
tives  of  men  and  women  from  different  parts  of  the  country,  we  shall 
not' be  justified  in  advocating  radical  changes. 

Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Ghanganaehmj  cum  MinaeMl):  May 
I  know  the  method  of  knowing  the  feelings  ? 

Me.  T.  K.  VEEU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum,  cum  Nechmcingad)  :  I 
wanted  to.  say.  that  even  at  the  time  when  the  Select  Committee’s  report 
was  presented. ,  The  best  means  of .  getting  evidence  is  to  pursue  the 
original  method  of  the  Marumakkathayam  Committee.  Appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  gentlemen  who  can  go  into  the  whole  question,  _  travel  about 
the.  country  and  examine  witnesses,  ask  them,  what  it  is  they  want/ 
point  out  the  difficulties  and  invite  their  proposals  to  solve  them, 
scrutinise  these  opinions  and  then  make  adequate  proposals;  that  would 
he  the  ’best  thing.  Anyhow,  the  analogy  drawn  between  the  Nayar,  the 
Ezhava  and  the  Nanjanad  Vellala  is  a  false  analogy.  The  Ezhava  and 
the  Vellala  wanted  only  a  recognition  of  the  existing  customs,  with. 
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something  added  on  to  it.  But  so  far  _  as  the  Nayars  are  concerned, 
the  radical  reform  that  even  in  families  in  which  there  is  not  the 
faintest  tinge  of  makkathayam,  where  there  is  not  the .  slightest 
whisper  of  the  husband  providing  for  the  wife  and  children, 
whore  it  is  the  uncle  and  the  brother  alone  that  look  after  the  women 
and  their  children,  the  inclination  to  be  fascinated  by  the  customs  of 
other  communities,  and,  to  have  a  law  on  the  lines  of  their  laws— that 
kind  of  radical  reform  cannot  be  accepted  without  challenge.  The  mater¬ 
nal  relations  are,  according  to  the  present  law,  the  heirs  to  one-half  of 
the  properties  of  an  ‘  intestate  Nayar  male.  Now,  Sir,  are  we  justified 
in  disappointing  expectations  ?  The  women  in  a  Nayar  tarwad,  es¬ 
pecially  where  ithey  have  got  a.  direct  brother  or  direct  uncle,  are 
looking  up  to  him  for  protection  ;  and  they  were  expecting  it  all  this 
time  as  a  direct  consequence  of  the  law  which  the  Nayar  society  in  Tra- 
vancore  and  the  Travancore  courts  have  accepted.  Their  hope  has  all 
along  been  that  some  portion  of  dhe  acquisitions  made  by  the  brother  ' 
and  uncle  would  goto  them  under  nprmal  circumstances.  I  need  not 
dwell  at  length,  on  the  very  great  trouble,  the  hardships  amounting  al¬ 
most  to  misery,  experienced  by  those  people  to  send  their  male  children 
to  places  like  Trivandrum  and  keep  them  at  school.  The  mother, would 
have  had  to  pledge .  all  the  few  ornaments  she  possessed.  The  sister 
would  have  to  do  likewise.  Even  the  distant  cousins  might  have  done 
so,  .  It  is  very  often,  without  putting  the  maximum  food  into  the  sto¬ 
mach  and  without  ■  having  enough  to  dress  themselves  with,  that  the 
affectionate  women  of  the  Nayar  community  have  been  maintaining 
their  male  relations,  sons  and  brothers  and  nephews  at  school.  <  And 
their  hope— 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERP  {Nominated)  :  Sir, — 

Mr.  T.  Ii.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  I  do 
not  like  to  be  interrupted.  If  Mr.  Hoogewerf  wishes  to  ask  a  question, 
he  can  ask  me  at  the  end  of  my  speech. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated)  :  Then  I  may  forget  it. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Hoogewerf,.  youmay  put  the  question  at  the 
end  of  a  sentence. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  {Nominated)  :  May  I  ask  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu 
Pillai  whether  the  same  conditions  will  not  prevail  then  also  ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedwmangad) :  Sir, 
the  question  is  very  important,  and  I  shall  answer  it.  Now  I  am  referring 
to  the  circumstance  that  those  people  who  put  themselves  to  great  hard¬ 
ships,  have,  been  hoping  that  some,  day  the  brothers  or  the  uncles  or 
the  nephews  who  were  studying  in  Madras,  Trivandrum  or  Ernakulam, 
or  for  that  matter  in  London  or  Edinburgh,  would  come  back  with 
laurels  hoping  that  there  would  then  be  a  cessation  of  their  diffiulties: 
They  hope  that  the' dawn  of  their  comfort  and  affluence  would  not 
be  far  off.  When  that  is  the  kind.  of  pious  hope  upon  which  these  un¬ 
fortunate  women  have  been  living,  the  proposed  law  steps  in  to  say  that 
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a  man  who  lias  taken  the  fullest  advantage  of  these  feelings  and  sacri¬ 
fices  lives  and  ought  to  live  for  his  wife  and  children  alone  ;  that  these 
women  who  made  him  what  he  is,  who  made  him  an  agreeable  husband 
to  a  suitable  girl,  that  these  women  should  not  have  any  share  of  his  pro¬ 
perty.  It  might  be  asked,  Sir,  how  the  women  in  makkathayam  societies 
continued  to  he  happy  under  .their  law.  It  is  well-known  that  among 
makkathayam  people  there  is  the  dowry  C  r  the  women  which  in  certain 
cases  exceeds  the  shares  of  the  sons.  The  condition  of  the  maruinakka- 
thayam  tarwads  is  different;  it  is  because  t1  3  co  u't  recognised  this  custom, 
it  is  because  the  legislature  did  not  interfe'e,  that  women  continue  to 
lavish  all  their  care  and  attention  and  solicitude,  their  scanty  earnings 
and  the  results  of  their  industrious  borrowings,  on  the  education  of 
their  maternal  relations.  The  times,  no  doubt,  are  changing,  and 
hereafter,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  old  spirit  will  he  as  robust  and 
sanguine  as  it  was.  But  there  are  women  living  who  have  put 
themselves  to  all  this  suffering.  There  are  women  living  who  expect  that 
these  boys,  who  have  been  thus  educated  will  be  of  some  use  to  them 
and  their  children.  Now,  all  of  a  sudden,  the  l’ravancore  Legislative 
Council,  a  .body  composed  of  enlightened  men,  proceeds  to  enact  a  law 
which  has  the  effect  of  saying  to  the  woman  :  “Look  here,  woman,  we 
shall  not  give  you  anything.  We  are  intent  on  voting  away  your 
rights,  your  hopes  and-  your  expectations”  Is  this  not  cruelty?  I 
hope  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood.  I  do  not  say  that  the  claims  of 
the  sister,  the  mother  and  her  children  need  be  superior  to  the  claims  of 
the  wife  and  the  sons  and  the  daughters.  But  the  claims  of  the  former 
class  of  relations  have  entered  into'  the  formation  of  our  character  and 
our  habits.  Changes  may  be  necessary.  .  But  the  general  conditions  of 
our  society  demand  that  we  ought  to  give  some  breathing  time-— a  few 
years— for  the  inevitable  change  ; .  so  that  those  unfortunate  people  who 
have  been  nurtured  in  the  present  conditions  may. pass  out  of  the  world, 
and  not  remain  here  to  shed  tears  or  he  the  ghosts  to  trouble  joy.  A 
dozen  years  ago  this  Council  gave  the  impress  of  its  approval  to  the 
strongly  expressed  opinion  of  the  Nay ar  Community  that  a  portion  of  an 
.  intestate  male’s  property  should  devolve  on  his  widow  and  children. 
Their  readiness  can  never  be  praised  too  much.  The  proposal  was  'just 
and  benevolent  and  they  signified  their  assent  to  it.  They  also  provided 
for  full  testamentary  capacity.  If,  then,  a  man  wants  to  give  everything 
he  has  to  his  wife  and  children,  he  has  got  the  power.  Let  him  by  all 
means  do  so.  If  he  does  not  want  to 'give  anything  to  his  :  sisters  and 
children,  let  us  not  compel  him.  But  the  question  is  whether  the  legis¬ 
lature  will  be  justified  in  stepping  forward  abruptly  to  say :  .  “Look  here, 
my  good  man,  if  you  want  to  give  anything  to  your,  sister  or  her  child¬ 
ren,  you  must  execute  a  will ;  otherwise  the  law  would  say  that  it  be¬ 
longs  to  your  wife  and  children  alone.” '  It  may  be  asked  why  the  loving 
brother  could  not  execute  a  will  in  favour  of  his  sisters  and  their 
children,  It  is  well  known,  Sir,  that  in  respectable  Nayar  tarwads 
younger  sisters  do  not  move  freely  with  their  brothers.  They  do  not 
mix  in  each. other’s  society ;  so  that  the  law  ought  to  step  in  and  fortify 
the  original  situation..  On  the  other  -hand,  although  in  places  like  North 
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ftavancore  there  is  not  a  prevalent  custom  that  the  wife  should  live  with . 
the  husband,  still  the  wife  and  the  husband  certainly  have  facilities  to 
know  each  other  better.  There  will  be  better  association  in  future ;  the 
children  will  be  playing  about  the  father ;  the  wife  will  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  representing  her  wishes  to  the  husband.  He  may  also  have  the 
necessary  inducement  because  of  the  growing  association  of  the  wife.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  sister  has  no  adequate  means  of  acquainting  the 
brother  with  her  wants .  and  wishes-  So,  in  the  present  conditions  of 
Nayar  society,  when  the  sisters  cannot  get  enough  or  sometimes  any¬ 
thing  at  all  from  their  husbands,  and  when  there  is  some  earning  member 
in  the  family  who  may  be  indented  upon  during  certain  occasions  for 
smaller  things  and  perquisites,  when  naturally  the  sisters  and  the  child¬ 
ren  hope  to  get  something  from  the  brother  and  uncle— the  law  ought  to 
respect  the  existing  custom.  The  rights  of  the  wife  and  children  1  are 
now  being  respected  by.  the  existing  law,  and  if  the  whole  inheritance  is 
proposed  to  be  given  to  them,  that  may  be  done  by  a  testament.  I  do 
not  therefore  see  why  there  should  be  so  much  of  weeping  and  wailing 
created  in  innumerable  Nayar  households  by  telling  the  mother  and  the 
sisters  that  the  brother  on  whom  the  sister  doted,  that  the  son  who  was 
the  hope  of  declining  years,  is  a  stranger  so  far  as  his  property  goes,  and 
that  no  particle  of  his  property  should  go  to  the  persons  who  suffered 
so  .much  in  order  to  make  him  a  rich  man. 

M?.  A.-  SOQdIBWEBF.  (Nominated)  :  May  I  ask  Mr.  Velu  Pillai 
whether  they  have  not  got  a  father  ? 

Mr.  T.  H.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedumr.ngad) :  Yes, 
certainly  there  must  be  fathers  ;  otherwise  how  can  children  be  born  V 
{Laughter.) '  Mr.  Hoogewerf  ought  to  know  the  Nayar  society  as  he  was 
holding  important  official  posts  in  all-parts  of  Travancore.  The  difficulty 
i  was  that  formerly  the  father  did  not  give  much,  or  anything  to  the 
children.  That  was  the  trouble  then.  But  that  was  rectified.  If  a 
man  leaves  property,  his  wife,  and  children  ought  to  get  a  good  portion 
of  it,  and  the  present  law  provides  that.  50  per  cent,  shall  go  to  them. 

Mr.  K.  P  ARAM  ESVARAN  PILLAI  {Tiruvalla)  :  May  I  ask  as 
to  what  the  father  does  with  the  money  if  he  does  not  give  it  to  his  wife 
and  children ? 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU.PliiLAI {Trivandrum  cum  NedumangacQ  ;  - 1 
think  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  knows  it  as  a  father  himself. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ):  I  wish  to  have 
an  answer  from  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  to  that  question.  ' 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  Nedimangcid) ;  The 
tendencies  of  fathers  may  differ.  Some  people  may  spend  money  on 
-clothing  {laughter)-,  some  on. eatables  {laughter);-  some. may  attend 
theatres.  {Loud  laughter.)  But  of  course  tastqs  may  vary.  There  are 
very  many  ways  of  spending,  money,  good  ways  and  bad  .  ways.  '  How¬ 
ever,  there  is  a  large  majority  of  fathers  in  some  parts  . of  the  country 
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who  have  not  yet  thought  of  giving  the  whole  of  their  property  to  their 
children ;  and  there  are  a  few  even  now  who  do  not  want  to  give  any¬ 
thing  to  their  children,  and  therefore,  the  law  directs  that  one-half  of 
what  is  left  should  go  to  them.  It  is  surely  equitable.  But,  we  ought 
not  to  do  anything  to  make  life  miserable  to  these  women— -sisters  and  ■ 
others— -who  deserve  at  least  justice  and  fair-play  at-our  hands. 

There  is  one  further  argument  in  this  that .  the  present  Bill  itself 
does  not  strike  at  marumakkathayam  completely.  In  that  case  there 
would  have  been  at  least  a  logical  position.  Once  we  do  away  completely 
with  marumakkathayam  we  need  not  have,  any  shackles  on  makkatha- 
yam.  But  marumakkathayam  is  still  perpetuated  in  the  Bill.  There 
are  the  definitions  of  baranavan  and  anandaravan.  There  are  more 
substantial  facts.  Section  17  says  that  if  a  female  has  no  lineal  descend¬ 
ant,  her  property  gees  to  the  mother’s  thavazhee.  Section  18  says  that, 
in  case  the  female  dies,  leaving  children  and  lineal  descendants  of  de¬ 
ceased  children,  they  shall  take  the  whole  of  the  property  left  undisposed 
,of  by  her.  Section  19  says  that,  w  ren  the  female  dies  leaving  no  lineal 
descendants,  the  whole  of  her  property  shall. devolve  on  her  mother’s  tha¬ 
vazhee.  Section  20. says  that,  if  the  female  dies  leaving  her  surviving  . 
only  her  husband  and  her  grandmother’  sthavazhee,  one-half  of  her  estate 
shall  be  taken  by  the  husband  and  the  other  half  by  the  grandmother’s 
thavazhee.  Section  21  says  that,  if  she  dies  leaving  none  of  the  heirs 
mentioned  al  ove,  the  property  shall  devolve  on  the  thavazhee  of  her 
great-grandmother  or  on  the  thavazhee  of  her  more  remote  female  as¬ 
cendants,  the  nearer  excluding  the  more  remote.  It  will  also  be  found ' 
that  the  karanavan  in  all  these  cases,  is  to  be  in  possession  of  the  pro¬ 
perty.  Therefore  the  present  bill  does  hot  do  away  completely  with 
marumakkathayam.  It  seeks  to  modify  niarumakkathayam  to  remove 
the  existing  defects  so  far  as  they  may  be.  I  am  inclined  to  hold  that 
this' Bill  recognises  to  a  very  great  extent  the  force  of  the  old  maru¬ 
makkathayam  ideals.  “  You  may.  crystallise  and  recrystallise  a  soluble 
salt ;  the'  crystals  will  always  be  of  the  same  shape  ”.  That  seems-  to  be  '• 
the  case  in  endeavouring  to  get  rid  of  old  associations,  and  old  institur 
tions.  When  the.  wife  and  children  have  already  obtained  the  right  of 
getting  one-half  of  the  intestate’s  property,  is  that  not  enough  unless  there 
is  a  more  effective  and  more  certain  means  of  collecting  the  opinions  and 
feelings  of  the  people  concerned,— the  opinions  of  men  and  the  opinions 
of  women— in  favour  of  any  drastic  change  ?  '  , 

.  The  Travancore  Nayars  cannot  isolate  themselves  from  their  kind¬ 
red,  The  Nayars  in  Cochin  and  the  Nayars  in  British  Malabar  belong 
to  the  same  stock.  The  bundle' of  habits  is  more  or  less  the  same  with 
all.  The  Malabar  Nayar  or  the. Cochin  Nayar  has  hot  yet  become  a: 
makkathayee.  We  are  living  under  a  ruler  who  is  himself  a  maruihiik- 
kathayee.  There  may  be  those  who  say  that,  by  one  htroke  of  the  pen, 
or  by:  one  process  of  throwing  up  of  . our  bands  in  the  Council,  a. very  old 
law  may  be  immedi.atedly  changed, ;.  but  I  am  unable  to.  follow  suit  and 
do  likewise.  : 

. •  Vcl. IV. No.  14.-  .  .  .r..-.-  .  ..  . 
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[Mr.  T.  K:  Velu  JPillai.] 

There  are  some  other  difficulties  also  which  I  may  place 
before  this  ■Council  for  careful  consideration.  As  I  have  very  often 
been  saying  during  this  session,  the  Nayar  who  is  a  Hindu  still  be-, 
lieves  in  certain  religious  duties.  On  Amavasya  days  in  the  month  of 
Karkadakam,  for  instance,  the  Nayar  goes  to  Tiruvallam  or  other  holy 
places,  to  perform  the  Sraddha  rites,  thinks  of  the  names  of  his  uncle, 
his  grandmother  and  her  grandmother  and  other  maternal  relations. 
It  may  be  a  wrong  custom,  according  to  the  reformer ;  it  may  not  be 
quite  logical.  It  may  be  called  superstition;  but  the  argument  that, 
•from  the'  first  of  Chingam  1100,  no  Sraddha  need  be  performed  by 
an  anandaravan  is  absurd.  ..  Mr.  Nidiry  is  asking  as  to  whether  the 
anandaravars  will  not  perform  the  Sraddha  hereafter  also ;  and  as  he 
does  not  belong  to  the  Nayar  community,  I  have  a  duty  to  tell 
him  that,  though  the  law  does  not  change  when  property  passes  to 
others,  the  anandaravan  may  not  perform  the  Sraddha ;  because  the 
principle  which  obtains  among  the  Hindus  generally  is  that  the  right 
to  succession  follows  the  way  Of  performing  the  Sraddha.  The  custom 
of  performing  these  Sraddhas  for  the  manes  of  the  uncles  has  been  in 
existence;  and  will  be  in  existence  at  least  so  far  as  the  present  genera¬ 
tion  is  concerned.  My  friend’s  question  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  case  of 
a  certain  Greek  scholar, who  in  the  course  of  a  famous  book  observes 
that  among —  ' 

,  '  PRESIDENT:  Your  time  is  up. 

"Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad). 
May  I  .say,,  Sir,  that  I  am  the  only  man  who  has  given  notice  of  this 
motion. 

PRESIDENT;:  Yon  have  already  taken  up  an  hour, 

'Mr.  T..K.  VELD  PILLAI  ( Trivandnm  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
am  sorry ;  I  shall  wind  up  my  arguments.  .  ■  . 

.This  Greek  scholar  said  that  the  Greek  Gods  were  controlled  by 
-public  opinion,  so  that  if  anybody  thought  a  God  need  not  be  worshipped, 
that  God'  was  dislodged  from  the  Pantheon.  But  we  cannot  afford 
to  dtt  that.  F eelings  and  sentiments  have  to  be  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion.'  Another -fatal  objection  to  the  acceptance  of  the  present  Bill  is 
that,  when  the  ground  has  not  been  sufficiently  traversed  and  opinions 
have  not  been  properly  recorded,  when  the  women  who  have  been  the 
stocks  of  descent  in  -marumakkathayam  tarwads  have  not  been  con¬ 
sulted,  when  they  have  not  asserted  that  in  spite  of  the  dangers  of  the 
system  they  are  prepared  to  accept  makkathayam  and  give  upmaru- 
makkathayam,  when  enough  has  not  been  done  in  this  direction  any,  ’ 
superstructure  of- idea  based  on  false  analogies  -  or  incorrect  parallel^  , 
must  tumble  to  the  ground.  ,  « 

The  acceptance'  of  this  amendment  will  not  be  to  the  detriment 
of  the  widow  and  children.  It  is  provided  that,  if.  .there  are  undivided 
marumakkathayam  heirs,  one-half  of  the  deceased  man’s  property  goes  , 
to  them  and  the  other  half  to  the  wife,  child  or  children.  So  far  as  the 
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Select  Committee’s  Report  is  concerned,  Section  35  and  the  following 
Sections  lay  down  that  partition  may  be  effected.  It  is  stated  that  the 
trend  of  public  opinion  is  in  favour  of  individual  partition.  If  that  be  so, 
once  individual  partition  is  granted,  the  whole  property,  whether  self- 
acquired  or  separate,  would  only  go  to  the  wife  and  children  when  once 
a  division  is  effected.  In  effect,  therefore,  Secticn  35  enables  a  man  to 
make  himself  a  makkathayee,  to  prevent  any  share,  of  his  property 
going  to  maternal  relations.  I  do  not  think  that  we  shall  be  justified, 
contrary  to  expectations  and  quite  contrary  to  habits,  in  telling  these 
women  who  have  been  long  expecting  something  from  males  of  their 
thavazhee,  that  they  shall  not  get  anything  at  all.  The  interests  of 
women  make  itimperative  that  they  should  be  consulted. 

It  was  Bentham  who  said  that— “if  there  was  to  be  any  difference 
in  treatment  between  the  sexes,  it  ought  to  be  -in  favour  of  the  feebler, 
in  favour  of  women,  who  have  more  wants  and  fewer  means  of  acqui¬ 
sition  or  of  employing  profitably  what  they  possess.  But  the  stronger 
have  had  all  preferences.  Why  ?  Because  the  stronger  have  made  the 
laws.” 

It  is  the  sacred  duty  of  this  Council  to  prevent  any  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  women.  Sir,  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  taken  up  so  much  .time, 
but  considering  the  importance  of  the  question,  and.  on  account  of  the 
strong  feeling  which  prevails  in  the  country  on  this  subject,  I  am  placing 
these  matters  respectfully  before  the  Council  for  kind  consideration  and 
prudent  action. 

Ms.  M.  N.  PILLiAl  ( Trivandrum y:  I  second  it. 

The  Council  rose  for  lunch  at  2-15  p.m.  and-  re-assembled  at 
3-18  p.  m. 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  has  seconded  Mr.  Vein  Pillai’s 
amendment.  . 

Mr.  P.  PARAMESVARAN  {Nominate®  :  m; JoaicA  §Dffio_joOo 
ool  6)c6j  tsroairorolgjl^i  <src®<^aufflacibolc©u  .  srooro 

(^ei®OQcal  6mcfi>  csrogligjOQoag-JScrto.  gp®  (Sraao^aioglQ-joraastoiinoga 

og)S)Cii>o  cftiofflsmsseag  QjlooeiZOcBacmOTiloooaSi  .  gyp  mt&gjlsiabo  cnjo 
aifrnle-ncQjo  sroa»lto6  israssjelaMdaorri  cgjocfflGcnmcqjo  aJool  ctuazo 
orujgjoao©o' cr51(@ajlte6iocro6n|0. 

gQagaiRBSvs  gosarlcai  |U6ni  ajs»sn§  cosg-^ag^go  ggoo^jajao 
w  ‘(£l<®©ocn>(g>®o  crunoaJn^  <fBl§efW6>®cno  mooing  o  ftosnslol<flQcirr> 
o®ecmog.<?  (Broach  (srossBiSlo^fflldsam  rmrousxowt  a.ons 

a^Qjo  (aroela5osl<0ficmai(ii  (Bvocnlc&io  <fs>o.sfroc8}<ul§y.  goroSltoi  aejfSi&j 
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a,ao-xy  <®r®Jo  0o1@21.gj  o_io®(@Ic0>?iooq>  .wduqjo  ®ra(®a@oal.^<6’|t0Q 
cno.  aomic&oo0  dismoolcakoJ  aJcu®t®)ejggj  ,0  gl-oq 

aicfta-pejo  ain^oJlisoOTaroroia-jocSla!)^,  20a  aJcfea^cejiflejo  <gras. 
®3}:d)]©!aarm  (®(BU©i30o  §d°J  0  a,  oosr&mjl ej] oou  oreGieJOjumc^0  0® 

§dWjaioa&  ..  g&pl  (8raaSlAO®a)gjo«3jm  nruoco(®lcft,®g  fruosmaxul^aiaao 
eBacno.  o.QQa®cao0sn3n'n3io6  „a  0  d>  s> --aosiregxotm  a.  00  ogoGejaai 
coo  col  'cnlaiianruiSJOggefiioaisrro  j^ja-Oo  oj<ag-p(o6  ogjeraigg  ni-oco®) 
■asiao-iool  ooloDiai^snsocesiatoi  go®  mjecg^0  (SYQuSl&ooalgj  ngjcno  cuo 
srarail^sni".  oig)  i^}§ffiYciiffi6  tBKJ)  ocoeainiasni  .jocl-oo  qjc9jqj  eoSl.  suartui 
©k£1®&,  umssieis  (sy  ^omj%ao«ndfl«fc  _  ao_i§  a®®(®s£l&jo  oj^anoilacAo 
caOTiassraooiOc&ag  cYUo6niCYU3QOQa>(g)i2i6®0agc!a)oc0j6>g  <®@xnocossBoi<3Oi'Oc0ja§ 

ffliiocolceacm  oq)o®®o«b  cujoktuxjoqjo  oosejas  slojoaobo  Gosjoc^ejaacoi 
monooc-uoso  ^Ssosv®  ooioaffiioss  cfuoaogsl(ft.o®o  o.oogstooasc'rng)  colcoiao 
coc^|waocd^^tt)atlm(w^,,  m0TOu.OLjoaiJtiSl|sn^u..  coocoiA.  sui|®&  amiaj 
doo“! caaalocSl  £\dt>:  ^asrate  co  ol-oo  oJcfecu  goD  cnkoai 

CO<OT3»W  g.Oo6)g-J§®0ffl6ft)fn0  SK»od)  tfeOSOoleSfilOo. 

(6QJOCX®6flO.O  gSSlSSSl  .OJfjnUX)(3  (?)  aJC^O®)2}§6}  0®gjO  O.olog  (TU^ 

socaiffiitsilactbo^o 1  aoasxgjeo  cgrooissas  2(®o.a-io®®B«3as  oolejoSlgjlcro 
<Baisns\  (smdKso&os0  (fOeiSgiaoiTl  aeislg^ljy  c^ojeftroejo  ^rooitscBa  cruoo 
ajlafl^satmocfecm.  (ooraioooigf  atoo-aioosaocruo]^  sooaxgjaajo  so 
cQ)(g,2a(OTa  sigjoro’saocefii)  araio^u3®s5e^.o  ojocnioo  Gakissl.aj'  tsro.i@|j 
aoodncft^dOaaQjiliDlcWcno.  a^ss^ejo  §doic©I®&  qqjooqjo  (jyaooco 
cbuo  aanojiJOasasOotflQOSintf  AgjldKiag-jilaltflQOfr)^.  §d(®1ci®  qjIojiSI 
<mi2o  cH  a^acmalejo  ass  mjqaocQKarolaa&o  aocoi^aaot®  exifflal^o®6 
t  ansiOjiiOfflajo  OtoQ-aioosK®®  egaag^^oroilcQio^  c0j(U}osnjrr\)_ioY®QJt9>o 
Oooip-  ooool^u  2f®(@o|i«Bo  <ftCu^osaieo|i(rao  oT3Offll0irai]o3aTj(®o6fiou  o® 
•cno’  .ajojcss  djocsjjcm  cftoosnossagsocoJi  c^efl^a^^omrooarro0. 

.  a®a(®a£)ejo  059  cooooxi  raiocuoglaei  (angaajccagg.  (stoocosaaoo 
a_i©r®u  o^)ctr?l(ul(Sa»§.  (3YQOJtol(t56  cri>-  e.^Iufe  ^grocojatmor®!  exurrm  a® 
cfeo  qjoag.  (Si®  acrli.’jj^G-ucoo  (®®oio§(YU-ifflir®ltto  (STOait&ax/oW 
agjO(®oQ3,,®K^ffsrnD‘  .goffl-ojlosa.ao  a«jioouoo(yaiocD2ocft>a2)o«3^  oioaio 
-|W>e»  .r®a«joloot^«ffl6><p  co^dacml^  o®cno  2oi@2gj  ^oj.A  oj 
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«|g)8a-K03o  (DOS  (Ogg.  (0_)(YUQ.()iy  £icW.aOCnjl(D3CmO(36  TOTOKTOC^o  njdjjoii 
rrflgoaoo®  cTO^fflaDosnjaxocyo  coool^eajotfeora-.  stotoi0  oto 

nJ.o§laej  a^t&culcftnao'o  aJfflcni®cD)ocQ>]  ounoail^  cucrnlsss  ®oaio| 
(tu(0Jso®QJo  mronnleeLicBaaa  aujrajgcfteeao  TOisaagas  ara>  ^daesBegc^o 
0mauaoa-ioomB!sg.cq!o  djlcolcusl  oJrolnuneijD^j  (rooodo§  ooooaJdDaooffll 

(3TOao@ cal ^  etaoggemsi^mogg  cru83i£Jo  iq-jcjooctoiZooq)  a^AoJosOcft 
o.w<ab  ®o(®2:0c83cno. 

to®  oooco)'i  geJ1(o6  eaffif&igjcSjOcoo  armo.ojoffisse^sis  c6laiooiejlcrau 
(srgjcrusaooalioltaactn  rmoaioslocn  oDoo'gjl^’  a<BTO.ojo©a<sra  egslol) 
(BarmraioasoocriD0  goooIcQjp  o-icwjoab  sojocajcro  ce>o®6E065Bgoe4o  arag} 
Oi>l^fflc0>o§6i  Old.  ffl(a3aa9si(Cmj)OCD»nUJOT(ijil(t^  ffi®DCo  a©l^!)<D6  mjaOV' 
teaofflo^  6oie^,  <m®§stnai)  ^(roaiooaaj  oos^nr)@u  (sroaiKsas  moaio 
§ls>ei  Drj®(D)i.,,oajceiCOolca,g-o®)  (mDCoaacoajoaoroOc&cro.  nnoaios0  rawy 

6)g^l@0TOl^0  Si0ffi(D0R8(W5KC8<BSQ3jo  61000(61.  (STOQJ(I86)S  2<0S>O3cS6i  acftiO§ 
(STDi3ta6  roiooJa§o  eaejosTOY® .  a.woxLSjrossB^o  (U)oaio§aia  odo  (j<0fa(© 
603^.0  fTOOQaO§1<SeJc0®0  g)QJ®06rfflCniOOTOCOgi!3S  8<&M(@6SI3^.o  covSIsl^ 

eo_ioc93vfn;D)3ca3cnD.  ggnsilopotai  (Sisssggrfl  @&cn0  roioaio^  macoojo  a 

mjojajofflocrao^ooo  alktoocDojo  asn§0TO6>l  ra^d3<2C’n'!TO>OceiQ2io<a6  eagjosrma) 
art»o^AOffl6aBag  iTODaiTOsinSlg^as  ®oqjo=(§oco0  sialctoejo  6).ai<gi<ara)s9S) 
iTOgj.  fflruggjang)0  2(D)0jxi0fflQjl<D3aDrajo  (Sigjt&cnD.  oooa2)(i)  to)ocuo|1(o6 
gumejaicftOCTOiass  6i«s  (cr^l  (^nrunj]jyo{o6  ‘‘aioeJOspWa’’  a®cn&o  stoocoo 
0ffll^jO(a6  “04&1’’  og)cnoo  o-iei  (swuuorosgBOo  g.sn%>.  gg^s  <arg>.QJorosssoo 
oj^h3nru^eooe)(mts)lffi66)a-J§  (tuabj,  aomaocoises^o  csroaKocuraas  eoa2)^> 
aaoDcruffll^  (3i®jurol^f  (lissom  0103)0  ®@c6jCtid.  ODOaatJjcru^sDCQ'ffiinilaai 
o_jej  aioejoco>0i2)  a®  cm  (mgj-aJOtosstaOo  TOiooioglaai  csycocossBag.  oruosoi 
crufljy  iasglaioerti*  [5TOnoag|ces)0Q1gg.@  •  (S»oaio§laaj  a4«So3i 
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MR.  K  PAR  AMES  VAR  AN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  Sir,  I  object 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Velu  Pillai.  The  effect  of  the 
amendment,  if  accepted,  would  be  to  change  the  whole  scheme  of  the 
Bill  now  before  the  Council  for  its  consideration.  I  fully  recognise  the 
spirit,  as  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  put  it,  with  which  he  moved  the  amendment. 
I  also  recognise  the  fact  that  he  had  in  mind  something  more  than  the 
interests  of  the  tarwad  in  moving  this  amendment.  Nevertheless  it 
appears  to  me  that  he  has  the  distinction  of  being  rather  unique  in  this 
matter.  If  there  is  one  portion  of  this  Bill  which  has  received  abso¬ 
lutely  no  protest  from  any  quarter  whatsoever,  it  is  this  portion  relating 
to  intestate  succession.  There  were  various  protests  and  amendments 
by  several  members ;  various  criticisms  were  made  oh  the  Bill  in  the 
press,  on  the  platfrom  and  by  individual  members.  But  this  is  the  first 
time  that  I  hear  any  objection  to  the  portion  relating  •  to  intestate  suc¬ 
cession  in  the  Bill.  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  seems  toj  think  that  it  is  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  change.  He.  seems  to  think  that  even  in  1088  it  was  rather  a 
corrective  to  have  given  the  right  to  the  children. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Irivandnm  cum  Nedumangad)  :::  I 
did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  K,  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ):  At  any  rate 
he  told  us  that  ten  years— he  evidently  counted  from  the  year  1088,  the 
year  in  which  the  Nayar  Regulation  was  passed-ten  years  were  not  suffi¬ 
cient  to.  change  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people.  Prom  what  I 
know  about  this  matter,  I  think  that  it  was  undoubtedly  not  in  ten  years 
that  the  feelings  of  the  Nayar  community  upon  this  matter  became 
shaped.  But  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  at 'least  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  the  community  in  this 
matter  have  begun  to  change.  I  have  read  in  Kunjan  Nambiyar,  one 
of  the  famous  poets  of  Malayalam  Literature,  that  the  kamavan  gave 
constant  presents  and  gifts  to  his  wife  and  children  and  impoverished 
the  tarwad.  That  was  one  of  the  complaints  made  by  the  anadasravars 
against  the  karnavans  even  in  those  ancient  days.  Kunjan  Nambiyar  lived 
about  two  hundred  years  ago  and  he  has  described  the  state  of  the 
'tarwads  in  those  days,  very  accurately  though  humourously ;  and  there¬ 
fore  it  appears  to  me  that  the  change  in  the  opinions  of  the  people 
must  have  begun  at  least  two  hundred  years  ago-  Probably,  the  dis¬ 
ruption  of  the  tarwad  also  had  begun  then. 

MR.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad):  I 
'may  correct  my  friend-  With  regard  to  the  change  of  the.  taiward  it 
was  that  I  said  fifteen  years.  What  T  said  was  that  the  idea  of  the  whole, 
of  the  self-acquisition  going  to  the  wife  and  children  was  not  more  than 
’  ten  or  fifteen  years  old. 

Mr.  K;  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)  :  That  is  what 
Isay.  The  complaints  of  presents  to  the  wife  and  children  at  the 
risk  of  impoverishing  the  tarwad  and  at  the  expense  of  the  tarwad.  began 
more  than  two  hundred  years  ago.  At  any  rate,  it  was  prevalent  during 
the  time  of  Kunjan  Nambiyar.  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  quoted  Justice 
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Holloway.  But  I  hope  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  has  also  read  Mr.  Mayne's  coin-  ’ 
merits  on  the  same.  He  seems  to  think  that  long  ago  the  Na'yar  tarwads 
would  have  become  completely  disrupted  and  the  marumakkathayam- 
tarwads  would  have  been  superseded  by  makkathayam  tarwads  if  the 
British  courts,  had  only  permitted  them  to  do  so.  The  British  Courts 
came  at  a  time  when  the  tarwad  system  was  undergoing  a  flux,  but  the 
British  courts,  instead  of  allowing  it  to  go  on,  stiffened  and  solidified  the 
law  as  it  stood  then  and  made  it  impossible  for  the  law  to  progress 
or  to  make  changes  excepting  through  the  help  of  the  legislature. 
So,  Mr.  Mayne  says  that  if  the  law  allowed  them  to  do  so,  marumakka- 
thayam  tarwads  would  have  long  ago  become  disrupted,  marumakka¬ 
thayam  families  would  have  ceased  to  exist  and  makkathayam  would 
have  superseded  them  long  ago.  That  seems  to  have  been  Mr,  Mayne’s 
opinion.  Partition  was  prevalent  in  maruinkkathayam  "tarwads  long 
ago.  I  may  also  refer  to  Justice  Holloway’s  opinion  in  another  respect. 
He.  also  speaks  of  the  interests  of  the  karnavan  conflicting  with  his 
duty.  What  does  the  expression  ‘the  interests  of  the  karnavan  con¬ 
flicting  with  his  duty’,  mean  ?  His  interest  is  to  benefit  and  to  protect 
his  children  while  his  obvious  duty  is  to  manage  the  tarwad  to  the  best 
of  his  ability  for  the  benefit  of  his  anandaravars.  So,  he  lias  to  make 
constant  misappropriations  of  tarwad  funds  for  the  purpose  of  main¬ 
taining  his  wife  and  children.  So  that,  this  makkathayam  tendency  is 
not  the  growth  of  the  last  ten  years  or  twenty  years.  It  appears  to 
me  that -it  is  the  growth  of  the  last  two  or  three  centuries  and  it  re¬ 
ceived  a  set  back  at  the  hands  of  the  British  courts  in  Malabar. 

In  Tr'avancore  also,  the  partition  of  marumakkathayam  tarwads 
was  very  common  and  I  have  myself  seen  judgments  in  which  the 
Travancore  High  Court  itself  decreed  partition  of  tarward  property. 
The  result  would  be  the  formation  of  makkathayam  groups.  It  has 
often  been  complained  against. the  Malabar  judges  who  came  here  later 
and  who  were  appointed  in  our  High  Court,  that  it  was  they  who  pre¬ 
vented  our  progress  towards .  mak-kthayam,  because  their  opinions  of 
Malabar  law  as  laid  down  by  Justice  Halloway  tended  to  re-establish 
the  old  order  of  things  in  Travancore  also-  The  Marumakkathayam 
Committee  which  dat  in  1084  or  1083  took  evidence  and  the  evidence 
was  very  much  in  favour  of  giving  at  least  a  portion  of  the  acquisitions 
of  an  individual  member  of  a  Marumakkathayam  tarwad  to  his  wife 
and  children,  and  the  marumakkathayam  Committee  itseif  thought  that 
the  system  was  unnatural  and  the  inheritance  should  properly  be  in 
the  line  of  lineal  descendants-  But  they  thought  that  a  custom  had 
grown  up  against  it  and  a  violent  change  in  the  custom  was  not  expedi¬ 
ent  or  politic,  and  therefore  they  recommended  that  one-half  of  the 
self-acquir'ed  or  separate  property  of  a  deceased  Nayar  should  devolve 
upon  his  wife  and  children  and  the  other  half  upon  his  undivided  maru- 
makkstthayam  heirs.  That  was  only  the  very  first  step.1  Since  then, 
there- has  been  agitatation  in  the  press  and  on  the  platform  for  individual 
partition.  Tnis  opinion  has  been  growing  for  the  last  ten  years  and 
makkatha/yam  was  always  associated  with  individual  partition.  Once 


THE  NAYAR  REGULATION  AMENDMENT  BILL. 


1139 


individual  partition  was  established  inakkathayam  followed  as  a  matter 
of  course.  According  to  the  Nayar  Regulation  as  it  now  stands, 
Individual  partition  it  was  thought  would  inure  to  the.  disadvan¬ 
tage  of  Nayars  unless  it  led  to  the  formation  of  makkathayam 
families  and  therefore  those  who  advocated  individual  partition  also 
advocated  that  inakkathayam  should  be  established  side  by  side 
It  was  therefore  in  pursuance  of  the  growing  'sentiments  of  the 
community  that  this  Bill  was  drafted  on  these  lines.  We  have  practi¬ 
cally  provided  for  individual  partition  in  this  Bill,  and  as  a  result 
of  it,  when  we  become  divided,  the  property  descends  to  the  lineal 
descendants.  Now,  I  have  already  submitted  that  it  is  also  the  direct 
result  of  Regulation  I  of  1088 — that  is  the  Nayar  Regulation.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Nayar  Regulation  itself,  if. a  person  becomes  divided  from  the 
tarwad  and  leaves  no  undivided  marumakkathayam  heirs,  then  all 
his  properties  would  devolve  upon  his  wife  and  children,  if  any,  surviving 
him.  Once  the  principle  of  individual  partition  was  accepted,  then 
it  should-  follow  as  a  matter  of  course  from  Regulation  I  of  1088  itself, 
that  the  line  of  descent  must  be  inakkathayam  and  not  marumakka- 
thayam ;  that  is,  the  change  of  devolution  of  property  from  marumakka¬ 
thayam  to  makkathayam,  I  submit,  is  merely  the  natural  result  of 
Regulation  I  of  1088,  and  of  the  provision  for  practically  individual  parti¬ 
tion  in  this  Regulation.  These  -put  together,  without'  any  special  enact¬ 
ment,  stand  for  the  makkathayam  system  of  inheritance.  Therefore, 
it  appears  to  me  that  this  is  not  a  revolutionary  change.  It  is  a  .change 
which  has  been  the  result  of  time  and  the  growing  sentiments  of  the 
community  for  the  last  several  years,  more  than  a  century  or  more, 
although  it  received  a  set-back,  in  the  interval,  namely,  in  the  days  of' 
British  Judges.  .  But  we  had  to  get  out  of  that  difficulty  by  means  of 
legislative  enactments,  and  we  made  the  first  attempt  in  1088.  We  are 
not  now  satisfied  with  that  piece  of  legislation,  and  as  a  consequence  of 
the  acceptance  of  the  principle  of  individual  partition-  in  this  Bill,  pro¬ 
vision  has  to  be  made  for  complete  intestate  succession.  So  that,  no 
revolutionary  change  is  sought  to  be  introduced  into  it.  This  change 
would  have  come  about  many  years  ago  had  the  circumstances  been 
otherwise.  It  is  already  too  late.  .1  may  say,  it  should  have  come 
several  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  interests  of  the 
Nayar  .community 'as  a  whole,  and  now  that  it  has  come,  nobody  can 
complain  that  it  has  come  too  early.  The  reform  has  been  long  overdue 
and  it  has  come  not  a  day  too  soon.  I  do  not  therefore  agree  with  my 
-friend  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  in  thinking  that  this  reform  is  revolu¬ 
tionary  or  that  it  is  premature- :  Now,  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  has  been  saying 
that  we  shall  be  defeating  expectations  if  we  do  not  give  a. portion  of  our 
acquisition  to  our  nephews,  nieces  and  other  marumakkathayam  heirs, 
because  they  would  be  expecting  under  the  present  law  to  inherit  one- 
half  of  the  self-acquired  property  of  a  deceased  person. 

In  the  first  place,  from  Mr.  Velu  Pillai’s  own  statement  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  anandaravars  cannot  legitimately  be  entertaining  any 
expectations  to  succeed  to  their  karanavan  at  all,  because  Mr.  Velu  Pillai 
Vol.-IV.  No.  14.  K  . 
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i  xt. q 4.  ;T,  "Morth  Travaneore  or  in  other  parts  of  Travan- 

ToTeX?  do  not  lave  theh  acquisitions  to  their  anandaravars.  I  asked 
cole,  tney  ac '  -  monev  in  case  they  had  any  money. 

*«**»*  - 

Mr  T  K  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  NedummujaA) :  I 
said  that,  some  persons  would  spend  the  money  m  t  a  way- 

Mk  K  PA1UMESVAEAN  PILLAI  ( TmcvaUa ):  At  any  rate 
he  did  not  tell  us  that  any  portion  would  goto  the  mammakkathayam 
heirs.  If  that  is  so— 

Mu  T  K  VELU  PILLAI.  (Trivandrum  cum  .biedimangad)  A 
word  of  personal  explanation.  Because  I  did  not  say  a  thing  which  is 
?nown  to  everyhody  it  does  not.  mean  that  my  case  loses  ,ts  force. 
DoeSL  ParaLsvaranPillai  seriously  believe  that  nobody  gave  any 
money  to  his  sisters  or  other  marnmakkathayam  heirs  i 

.  Me  K-  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Timvalla) :  At  any  rate, 

'  Sir  that  was  the  answer  we  got.  and  we  have  to  build  upon  that  answer. 

’  Again,  I  submit,  Sir,  i£,  as  I  contend  that  the  modern  tendency  has 
-  been  for  a  man  to  love  his  wife  and  children  and  to  live  with  them  am 
to  give  them  all  his  acquisitions,  the  sisters  also  being  wives  and 
daughters  would  naturally  not  -build  any  expectations  on  the  acquisitions 
Of 'their  Brothers  and  uncles.  ’They  know  that,  when  they  expect  to  get 
all  the  acquisitions'- of  their  husbands  and  their  lathers,  they  cannot 
' ;  logically  expect  to  inherit  the  acquisitions  of  their  Marumakkathayain 
■relations.  r 

Mk.  1.  EPVBLU  PILLAI  (Trimndnm  cum  Ncdunumgad ): 
May  I  ask  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  if  there  is  not  a  large  number  o 

unmarried  women  in  Nayar  tarwads  ?  ■ 

Mb  K  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  Cfiruvalla) '  I  do  not  know. 
Of  .  course  there  are  married  and  unmarried  women  in  every  community. 
Mr.  T.  JL  V.ELU'  PILLAI  [Trivandrum  cum  N edammgad)  :“Is 

marriage  compulsory  among  Nayars  as  in  the  case  ol:  the  Mitakshara 

Hindus  ?  '  . 

Mk.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (TirmaUa) :  Ido  not  know 

that  marriage  is  compulsory  in  any  community  ;  at  any  rate,  1  know 
that  marriage  is  not  compulsory  with  Nayars.  ‘ 

.  Mk.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (.Ambalapmha)  s  Is  it  in  .the 
sense  that  it  is  not  punishable  under  the  criminal  law? 

Mb.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (TituvaUa) : .  Yes,  in  every 
sense.  . 

.  In  that  case,  I  submit  there  is  no  reason  of  any  expectations  being 
V entertained  by  a  person  in  respect  of  the  properties  of  a  brother  ov  a 
sister,  or  of  any  other  maruinakkathayam  relative.  I  do  not  agree  WJta 
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the  Marumakkathayam-  Committee  in- thinking  that  the  system  is  un-  . 
natural,  though  I  say  so  -with  clue  respect  to  the  views  of  the  committee. 

It  depends  upon  the  stage  of  the  particular  society.  In  some  stages 
of  the  society  marumakkathayam  will  be  more  natural  than  mak- 
kathayam,  and,  in  some  other  stages  of  the.  society,  makkathayam 
.may  be  more  natural  than  marumakkathayam.  I  do  not  put  it  upon 
that  ground.  But  the  question  is,  what  should  be  the  policy  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  what  is  the  custom  and  what  is  the  tendency  of  the  community 
as  a  whole?  The  Council  knows  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  tendency 
-in  modern  times  among  Nayars  has  been  for  each  man  to  live  with 
his  wife  and  children  and  not  in  his  tarwad.  It  has  become  practically 
impossible  for  any  man  to  live  with  his  sisters  and  brothers. 
Excepting  in  the  matter  of  the  law.  of  inheritance,  most  of  the  Nayars 
are  practically  makkathayees,  because  they  do  not  .  live  in  their  tarwads 
but  in  separte  houses  with  their  wives  and  children. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum-  cum  Nedumangad) : 
May  I  ask  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillar  what  percentage  among  the  Nayar 
'women  in  Travancore,  say  in  the  Kottayam  Division,  live  with  their 
husbands? 

Mu.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla )  :  I  think  there 
is  a  large  percentage.  I  do  not  know  what  the  exact  percentage  is,  but 
of  course,  there  is  a  large  percentage  of  people  who  live  with  their 
husbands.  So  that,  I  submit  that,  according  to  all  principles  of  legis¬ 
lation,  tire  affection  must  be  the  prime  motive  for  legislation  so  far  as 
inheritance,  is  concerned.  My  friend  Mr.  Velu  pillai  said  something 
with  respect  to  the  protection  of  women.  He  told  us  that  the  karanavan 
was  the  natural  protector  of  our  Women  who  were  living  in  the  tarwad 
and  that  their  acquisitions  must  go  to  our  wohien  and  so  forth.  Of 
course,  there  might  have  been  a  time  when  the  ,  marumakkathayam 
system  was  in  its  pristine  glory,  as  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  .  said.  But,  in  my 
opinion,  Sir,  it  has  long  since  ceased;  to  be  so.  On  the  other  hand  — 

Mb.  T.  ,K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedmiangad)  : 
How  many  years  ago  ?  ■ 

Mr.  H  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla )  :  Several  years. 
Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trimn^nm  -cum  Nedtmm^acO_ : 
Is  he  in  a  position  to  give  some  figure  ? 

MR.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  {Tiruvalla)  :  Any  figure 
you  want..  . 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum ,  cum  Ncdwnmgad): 
Will  it.be  twenty-five?  ,.  . 

Mr.  I£.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (TintvaUa):  It  will  be  fifty 
years.  It  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  so. 

The  next  complaint  is  that .  the.  karanavan  does  not  look  after  the 
interests  of  any  but  his  own  wife  and  children. .  It  is  in  the  interests 
of  the  women,  therefore,  that  I  say  that ; there  should  be  individual 
partition,  and  makkatayam.  because  the  karanavan  cares  more  for 
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his  wife  and  children  than  for  his  sister  or  any  other  woman  in  the 
family.  Naturally  enough,  therefore,  women  want  more  protection 
in  the  present  state  of  the  tarwads.  Therefore  I  say  that  we  should  . 
have  individual  partition  and  a  law  for  complete  devolution  of  property 
in  favour  of  one’s  wife  and  children  primarily  for  the  protection  of 
our  women  and'  children. 

I  may  also  submit,  Sir,  the  Council  knows  that,  when  the  Ezhava 
Bill  provided  for  a.  complete  system  of  inheritance  in  the  makka- 
tliayam  line,  there  was  a  very  serious  protest  from. certain  conservative, 
members  of  the  community  who  wanted  to  preserve  what  is 
known  as  misradayam.  Then  some  people  tried  their  level  best 
by  means  of  petitions  to  the  Government,  by  means  of  petitions 
to  the  Council  and  to  individual  members,  to  have  the  Bill 
amended  so  as  to  retain  the  old  system  of  misradayam.  Evidently, 
there  is  a  small  number  of  people  at.  least— I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
the  minority  or  majority— in  the  Ezhava  commnuity  who  would  like 
to  retain  the  existing  system  and  not  make  any  change,  On  the 
other  hand,  we  find  that,  although  there  have  been  several  meetings, 
several  representations  and  several  memorials  in  regard  to  this 
Nayar iiBegulation ,  there  has  not  been  a:  single  protest  from  any 
pdjjpon  or  body  or  .society  against  this  portion  of  the  Bill  or 
for'  maintaining  the  existing  system.  Therefore,  it  appears  to. 
me  that  the  Nayar  community  is  now  even  more  anxious  that 
a  change  should  be  effected  in  its  system  of  .inheritance  than, 
the  Ezhava  community.  Whatever  may  be  the  position  of 
Ezhavas  in  this  matter,  that  the  Nayar  community  is  quite  pre¬ 
pared  to  accept  this  piece  of  legislation,  I  have  absolutely  no  doubt, 

I  may  also  assure  the  House  that  after  this  Bill  was  introduced 
into  this  Council  I  myself  had  occasion  to  meet  several  conservative 
members  of  the  community  in  various  parts  of  Travancore  and  I  had 
also  occasion  to  discuss  with  them  the  several  provisions  of  this  measure. . 
There  was,  in  some  cases,  very  severe  protest  against  the  law  of  individual 
partition.  But  I  heard  absolutely  ho  opinion  against  the  makkathayam 
system  of  inheritance  that  was.  sought  to  be  introduced,  into  the  Nayar 
community  by  means  of  this  legislation.  .  Not  a  single  individual 
spoke  against  that,  although,  as  I  have  already  said,  there  was  some 
difference  of  opinion  in  regard  to  partition — as  to  how  partition  should  be 
effected  and  to  what  extent.  Though  in  one  sense  it  is  not  a. 
revolution,  in  another  sense  it  is  a  revolution  inasmuch  as  the  change  is 
radical.  I  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  in  thinking  that  it  is 
revolutionary  inasmuch  as  it  is  sudden,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
may  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that  it  is  radical. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  '( Trivandrum  cu m  Nedumangad) :  I 
was  quoting  the  report  of  the  Marumakkathayam  Committee. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ■)  :  I  may  say  it  is 
radical,  Therefore,  probably,  that  was  what  induced  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  in 
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bringing  up  this  amendment,  so  that  this  radical  piece  of  legislation 
may  not  .he  passed  by  the  Council  at  least  without  a  protest.  I  believe 
that  is  the  only  object  with  which  Mr.  Vein  PiUai  has  brought 
forward  this  amendment. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  rise  to  oppose  the  amend¬ 
ment,  especially  after  the  very  lucid  way  in  which  the  mover  of  the  Bill 
has  explained  the  matter.  I  have  just  to  make  one  or  two  remarks  by 
the  way.  We  accepted  monogamy  because  the  educated  classes,  the 
intelligentsia  of  the  country,  follow  monogamy.  Their  leaders  are  also  fol¬ 
lowing  monogamy  and  so  the  rest  of  the  people  have  to  follow  the  lead. 
In  fact  during  the  discussion  yesterday,  it  was  shown,  that  most  of :  the 
people  are  monogamous.  Then,  with  regard  to  makkathayam,  the  same 
analogy  will  hold  good.  Most  of  the  people  are  makkathayees.  Be¬ 
cause  it  has  been  long  delayed,  that  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  allowed 
to  continue.  Isay  that  is  the  very  reason,  as  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 
was  putting  it,  for  introducing  it  as  soon  as  possible.  The  country  is 
ready  for  it.  In  fact  it  is  long  due.  It  is  hot  a  leap  in  the  dark- — I 
heard  the  expression  from  Mr.  Vein  Pillai  or  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  used  the  expression  “  radical 
change  ”  or  something  like  that. 

Mr.  A.  HOOG-EWERF  {Nomina, ted)  :  I  do  not  think  so.  A 
change  has  to  be  brought  about  somehow  or  other.  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai 
said  that  he  was  in  favour  of  the  niece,  brother  and  sister  alike  to 
be  included.  That  is  because  the  marumakkatkavam  law  prevails  at  pre¬ 
sent.  That  is  begging  the  question.  As  soon  as  the  makkathayam 
law  is  introduced  they  will  run  up  to  their  mother  and  other  protectors. 
There  will  be  no  disruption  whatever  of  family  life.  The  Ezhavas  have 
accepted  makkathayam  and  I  do  not  see  why  the  Nayar  community, 
which  I  think  is  far  ahead  of  the  Ezhava  community,  should  not  accept 
it.  It  is  quite  the  natural  order  of  things  that  the  wife,  husband,  and 
children  must  live  together.  That  is  the  family  life.  This  system 
of  marumakkathayam  is  unique  in  Travancore.  It  is  a  very  great  pity 
that  it  exists  here.  . 

Mr.  T.  K,  VELU  PILLAI  { Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  I 
may  tell  Mr.  Hoogewerf  that^he.  system  exists  in  Travancore,  Cochin 
Malabar  and  South  Canara. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  All  to  their  shame.  ( Laugh¬ 
ter ,)  .  . 

Mb.  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivanrdum,  cum  Nedumangad)  :  I 
think,  Sir,  that  as  a  member  of  the  community  I  have  got  the  right  to 
resent  that.  I  want  Mr.  Hoogewerf  to  withdraw  the  statement.  Does 
he  think  that  the  Nayar  community  is  to  be  aslimed  because  it  follows 
marumakkathayam?  I  wish  Mr.  Hoogewerf  would  withdraw  the  state¬ 
ment. 

.Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  There  is  absolutely  no  re- 
■  flection  upon  the  community.  It  only  refers  to  the  particular  system  of 
inheritance,  marital  relations,  etc.J  prevailing  in  the  community. 
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PRESIDENT :  That  is  according  to  .your  view,  Mr.  Hoogewerf  ? 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Yes,  Sir.  If  you  want  me 
to  withdraw  I  shall  very  gladly  do  it.  I  have  very  great  respect  for  the 
community,  and  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  and  other  Nayars  are  all  my  brothers. 
(Laughter.)  The  wife  lives  in  her  tarwad  house  because  there  is  the 
tarwad  system  existing  and  she  has  to  look  to  her  tarwad  people  for 
help  on  account  of  the  present  system.  She  will  be  rushing  to  her  hus¬ 
band  as  soon  as  makkathayam  law  is  passed.  The  present,  system-  is 
very  unnatural  and  for  these  reasons  we  must  introduce  makkathayam 

as  early  as  possible, 

Mb,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI. Ql’iroandnm  cum  Ncdumcmgacl ) : .  Sir, 
my  position  has  been  misunderstood  to  a  very  great  extent.  I  do  not  in 
the  least  object  to  fathers  leaving  their  whole  property  to  their  children 
if  they  are  so  inclined.  I  do  not  propose  to  take  away  the  full  testa- 
raentary  authority  or  any  other  power  of  disposition  iter  vivos.  My 
argument  is  that  there  is  a -debt  payable  by  members  of  the  marumak- 
kathayam  tarwad,  and  this  debt  had  been  contracted  for  their  education 
or  for  some  other  means  of  enabling  them  to  make  self-acquisitions. 
That  should  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  a  trust,  and  a  trust  must 
have  precedence  over  everything  else.  If  an  intestate  has  debts  they  are 
■charged  first  upon  his  self-acquired  and  separate  property.  If  the  State 
proposes  to  levy  succession  duty  that  will  have  the  precedence.  If,  for 
public  purposes,  for  fiscal  and  other  reasons,  some  portion  of  the  money 
left  by  an  intestate  can  be  appropriated,  that  analogy  should  be  legiti¬ 
mately  extended  to  the  repayment  of  sums  advanced  by  people  in  the  full 
expectation  that  the  man  who  got  the  benefit  of  the  money  would 
pay  it  back  by  contributing  something  to  the  well-being  of  the  family. 
T  . submit  that  is  an. attitude  which  0}  ould  not  be  penalised.  I  do  not  say  , 
that  we  should  prohibit  makkathayam  for  ever.  Mr.  Paraiuesvaran  Pillai 
.said  that  my  position  was  unique.  I  may  say,  Sir,  that  there  are  several 
others  of  my  way  of  thinking.  Mr,  Paramesvaran  Pillai  pointed  out  , 
that  there  were  people  in  different  parts  of  the  country  who  had  acquiesced 
.  in  the.  present  Bill  as  revised  by  the  Select  Committee.  That  may  be 
partly  true..  But  I  know  several  people  who  think  that  rights  .over  the 
intestate’s  property  should  not  be  given  at  this  stage  solely  to  his  wife  and 
children.  Talking  particularly  of  my  constituency,  I  have  had  occasion  . 
to  speak  to  various  persons,  very  respectable  and  rich  men,  touching  this  ' 
important  matter.  .  They  maintain  that  the  half-and-half  rule  should  be 
.  .enough. for  the  present.  The  means  available  to  both  of  us,  to  Mr.  Para¬ 
mesvaran  Pillai  and  myself,  of  finding  out  the  direction  of  public  opinion 
v  in  this  matter  is  more  or  less,  the  same.  I  have  had  the  occasion  to  > 

: speak  to  gentlemen  in  other  parts  of  the  State  also.  Mr.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai  was  quoting  Kunjan  Nambiar.  I  admire  and  respect  Kunjan 
.  Namibar ;  but  Kunjan  Nambiar  always  had  a  fling  at  the  Nayars  as  will 
be  testified  to  by  Mr.  P.  K-.Narayana  Pillai  wfyo  sits  in  front  of  me. 

.  .So,  if  my  friend  Mr.  Parmesvaran  Pillai  bases  his  conclusion  regarding 
the  Nayar  community  ,  on  the  evidence  furnished  by  Kunjan  Nambiar, 
he  will  be  landed  in  dangerous  .  shoals,  Mr.  Halloway’s  judgment  has 
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been  quoted.  I  have  also  gone  through  some  of  the  judgments  of  that 
remarkable  Judge.  He  says,  no  doubt,  that  the  interference  of  the 
court  was  not  proper.  But  it  was  more  with  reference  to  the  mis¬ 
management  of  tarwads  and  the  necessity  of  partition  that  Mr.  Halloway 
considered  the  whole  question  of  marumakkathayam,  and  not  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  question  of  giving  the  whole  of  the  self-acquired  property 
of  a  Nayar  male  to  his  wife  and  children.  I  believe  Mr.  Paramesvaran 
Pillai  will  bear  that  distinction  in  mind.  If  he  will  be  so  good  as  to 
place  before  the  Council  any  dicta.,  whether  obiter  or  proper,  from  the 
judgments  of  Mr.  Halloway  where  he  has  said  that,  among  the  Nayars, 
the  whole  of  the  self-acquired  property  ought  to  go  to  the  wife  and 
children,  I  shall  certainly  thank  him.  And  one  may  have  his  own 
views  in  spite  of  what  the  eminent  judge  said  years  ago. 

The  analogy  of  the  Ezhavas  having  a  law  as  proposed  in  the  Bill 
has  been  dwelt  upon  by  me  at  the  very  beginning.  Considering  the 
circumstance  that  they  were  following  a  mixed  system  of  inheritance, 
they  might  be  justified  in  their  desire  for  makkathayam.  But  a  period 
of  ten  or  fifteen  years  is  not  adequate  to  change  the  Nayar  system  of 
inheritance  from  marumakkathayam  to  makkathayam. 

Mu.  N.  KUMARAN  •( Nominated }  :  Is  Mr.  T.  K.  Yelu  Pillai  aware 
that  two-thii'ds  of  the  Ezhava  community  follow  ruarumakkatayaiu  and 
only  one-third  follow  the  mixed  system? 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cura  Nedtmiangad ):  I 
am  aware  of  that.  If  one  did  not  learn  that  even  after  the  discussion  of 
the  Ezhava  Bill,  it  would  be  unpardonable.  ■ 

Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  said  that  the  whole  scheme  of  the  Bill' 
would  be  changed  if  the  amendment  was  to  be  adopted:  I  do  not  . think  it 
is  a  fact,  because,  if  the  Section  regarding  individual  partition  is  accepted, 
as  he  hopes  it  would  be,  there  will  be  no  difficulty.  It  is  only 
so  long  as  the  status  of  non-division  is  maintained  that  Section  12 
as  proposed  by  me  would  operate.  So,  if  individual  partition  comes,  the 
Gordian  knot  will  be  cut  and  these  questions  will  not  arise.  Even 
if  a  man  is  not  prepared  to  ask  for  partition,  if  lie  happens  to .  possess 
any  considerable  self-acquisition,  he  can  will  it  away.  Sir,  I  might 
.  mention  one  circumstance.  My  .  friend  Mr.  Kumara  Pillai,  whose 
experience  of  the  Nayar  community  is  not  second  to  that  of  any  one 
here,  told  me  some  days  back  that  there  was  a  paddy  field  belonging  to 
his  tarwad  which  was  outstanding  on  mortgage,  and  although  God  had 
given  him  enough  money  he  would  not  propose  to  redeem  it  for  a  sacred 
reason.  That  reason  was  that  it  was  by  that  mortgage  amount  that  Mr. 
Thanu  Pillai,  oar. revered  countryman  of  happy  memory,  who  did  so 
much  to  reform  the  marumakkathyaxn  law — it  was  with  that  money:  also 
that  Mr.  Thanu  Pillai  was  educated.  I  am  referring  to  this  to  satisfy 
the  House  that  there  ai'e  people  who  even  now  derive  benefits  from 
the.  education  which  they  have  been  able.  to.  acquire  at  the  cost  of  the 
'  family. 

Mb.  P,  R.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambdlajmz-Jm) :  May  1  know 
from  Mr,  Velu  Pillai  the  percentage  of  persons  educated  at  the  expense 
of  the  tarwad? 
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Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Tnodndrmn  cum  Nedumangadii 
May  I  know  from  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  the  percentage  of  people  who 
have  not  received  the  assistance  of  the  tarwacl  ?  If  he  can  give  that  in¬ 
formation  I  shall  certainly  give  him  the  information  he  requires. 
(Laughter.) 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzkd)  :  I  am  thankful 
for  the  illuminating  answer.  (Laughter,) 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ncdumangad) ; 
]?or  a  very  illuminating  question  there  is  a  perfectly  illuminating  answer. 
I  know  that  most  of  my  Nayar  friends  who  were  my  dass-mates  at 
college  were  maintained  at  the  college  by  their  tarwads.  There  were 
others  who  came  here  without  any  help  from  the  tarwad  and  worked 
their  way  up.  Such  people  may  not  be  able  to  realise  the  situation, 
because  they  do  not  owe  much  to  the  tarwad.  So  far  as  this  House  is 
concerned,  I  do  not  attach  —  ; 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambala/mzha) :  May  I  know 
whether  May  Velu  Pillai  was  educated  at  the  expense  of  the  tarwad  ? 

Mb.  T.  K.  VEL'Ui  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad)-. 
Mostly  at  the  expense  of  my  dear  father  and  partly  from  my  tarwad. 
But  my  father  intended  that  my  sisters  and  brothers  should  have  a 
claim  to  what  I' might  earn..  I  am  only  saying  that  the  laws  of  inherit¬ 
ance  should  not  be  changed  so  suddenly '  and  so  radically.  And  •  there  is 
.  nothing  inequitable  in  preserving  the  existing  law  because  th  ere  is  com¬ 
plete  testamentary  power  which  may  be  availed  of  by  the  father  in 
favour  of  his  children,  if  he  so  desires.  ' 

■  ■  Sir,  there  is  a  difficulty  under  which  I  am  labouring,  and  it  is  the 
importance  of  circumstances.  I  dp  not.  attribute  any  motive  to  anybody; 
far  be.it  from  me  to  do  so.  .  It  may  be  that  some  of  my  friends  in  this 
Council,  belonging  to  the  Nayar  community,  cannot  really  appreciate 
.the  feelings  that  subsist  between  brothers  and  sisters,  because  there  is  a 
rather  large  proportion  of  my  friends  here  who  have  no  sisters.  Those 
who  are  able  to  realise  the  actual  conditidn  of  things  will,  I  trust,,  not 
.  vote  against  my  motion.  .  After  all,  life  is  life  and  •  affection  is .  affection 
whether  it  proceeds  from  the  wife  and  children  or  from  the  mother  or 
sister,  and  obligations  are  also  the  same. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERP  ( Nominated ) :  Am  I  to  undertand  from 
Mr,  Velu  Pillai  that,  if  the  system  is  changed,  boys  and  girls  will  not  be 
educated  ?  ■ 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum,  cunt  Nedumangad) :  I 
do  not  say  that.  I  am  only  talking  of  the  past  history  and  the  existing 
conditions. 

Mb.  K.  PAR AMESV ARAN  PILLAI  (Tirmalla):  May  I  know 
from  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  whether  the  members  following,,  the  Mitakshanp 
Law  have  no  affection  for  brothers  and  sisters  2  . 
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Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangacl)  : 
Certainly  they  have.  They  have  been  living  in  that  system  for 
a  long  time  without,  being  influenced  or  operated  upon  by  the  new¬ 
fangled  notions  of  reform.  I  have  seen  some  members  of  the  Nayar 
community  who  are  able  to  realise  that  feeling,  the  feeling  of  gratitude 
for  the  benefits  they  have  received  from  the  tarwad.  My  friend 
Mr.  Kumara  Pillai  will  testify  to  that.  I  once  heard  some  enlight¬ 
ened  gentlemen  saying  that  the  mother  and  sister  should  have  nothing 
to  meddle  with  the  property  of  a  man.  It  is  because  of  such  persons 
that  I  have  spoken  at  some  length.  I  would  only  request  them  to  consider 
whether  sisters,  nieces  and  aunts  are  not  entitled  to  put  their  case  strong¬ 
ly  before  this  House,  particularly  because  the  system  was  in  existence  for 
a  very  long  time  and  has  been  respected  by  the  best  men  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

If  a  Regulation  is  proposed  to  be  passed  to  modify  the  laws  of  the 
Christian  community  or  the  Brahmin  community  to  the  effect  that  the 
daughters  should  have  equal  shares  with  the  sons  I  do  not  think  that  the 
House  will  pass  any  such  measure.  The  principle  of  distributing  one’s 
assets  equally  between  his  children,  male  female,  will  bemost  equitable. 
Still  they  would  oppose  such  a  measure.  Changes  in  the  law  should 
be  always  slow.  The  Englishman  probably  realises  that  primogeniture 
is  not  quite  good,  and  although  there  is  a  very  enlightened  democracy  in 
England  they  do  not  legislate  for  the  abolition  of  primogeniture. 
Even  in  unimportant  matters  legislative,  changes  are  always  tardy 
and  difficult.  Even  a  modification  of  ,  the  calendar, .  legislatures  have 
found  very  difficult  to  effect.  A  friend  Was  telling  me  the  other  day 
about  a  very  insignificant  thing'  that  the  English  people  are  not 
able  to  change,  viz.,  the  rule  of  the  road.  It  appears  that  throughout  the 
continent  the  rule  of  the  road  is  to  “turn  to  the  right”.  .In  England 
alone,  even  now  the  rule  is  (to  “turn  to  the  left.”  At  the  time  of 
the  French  Revolution  the  whole  of  the  continent  adopted  the  new 
method  of  measuring  distance.  But  the  Englishman  still  persists  in 
using  the  yard  and  the  foot.  Therefore,  even  in  trivial  matters  a  change 
is  very  difficult.'  Much  more  difficult  are  the  changes  affecting  long- 
established  customs  which  are  not  only  not  immoral  hut  beneficial  to 
the  community.  I  would  only  remind  my  friends  that  the  proposal  to 
change  the  law  of  inheritance,  is  a  very  serious  matter  and  that  they 
should  put  themselves  in  the  position  of  those  who  have  sisters  and  other 
maternal  relatives,  whten  they  vote  upon  the  question. 

PRESIDENT:,  Mb.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai’s  amendment  runs  as 
follows 

Substitute  the  following  for  Clause  12 

“On  the  death  of  a  Nayarmalo;  leaving  surviving  a  widow  or  children,  or  both,  she  or 
they  shall,  if  .  he  has  undivided  marumakkathayam  heirs,  lie  entitled  to  half  a  share 
of  his  self-acquired  or  separate  property  left  undisposed  of  at  his  death,  and  il  there  are 
no  such  heirs,  such' widow  or  children  or  both  shall  be  -entitled  to  the  whole  of  suoh 
property.” 

The  amendment  was  then  put  to  the  vote  of.  the  House  and  lost, 
1'2  voting /or  and  19  against. 

VO!.  IV.  fhh  U  A 
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[Mb.  T.  K.  Vein  Pillai.] 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) 
I  demand  a  poll. 

A  poll  was  taken  and  the  House  divided  as  follows 
AYES— 13. 

7. 


1.  Mr.  S.  T.  Ponnuswami  Pillai. 

2.  Rao  Bahadur  K.  V.  Ranga-' 

swami  Aiyangar. 

3.  Mr.  R-  K.  Krishna  Pillai. 

4.  „  P.  Paramesvaran. 

5.  „  M.  Udaya  Varma  Raja. 

6.  ,,  Trivikramar  V  asudevar. 


T.  K.  Vein  Pillai. 

M.  N.  Pillai. 

T,  Kumara  Pillai. 

Gr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

N.  Padmanabha  Pillai. 
T.  Lakshmana  Pillai. 
M.  K.  Khadir  Piilai. 


NOES— 21 


11.  , 

12.  , 


13.  Mr.  N.  Ramakrishna  Pillai. 

14.  „  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.  , 

.  (Tiruvalla.) 

15.  „  V.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai. 

16.  The  Rev.  Fr.  Kuriakose 
Vettikkapalli. 

17.  Mr.  C.  P.  Kochukunju  Pillai. 

18.  „  .  A.  Hoog'ewerf. 

19.  „  A.  Glovinda  Menon. 

20.  „  Paul  V.  Daniel. 

21.  „  T.M.  Chidambaratanu 

Pillai. 


а.  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai. 

(Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture.) 

2.  „  K.  George.  * 

3.  „  R.  Krishna  Pillai. 

4.  ,,  S.  Paramesvara  Aiyar. 

5.  „  :  M-  R.  Madhava  Variar. 

б.  „  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai. 

7.  „  T.  John  Nidiry. 

8.  ,,  N.  Kumaran. 

9.  „  P.  T.’  Thomas. 

Dominic  Tomman. 

Joseph/Panjikaran. 

C.  Sankara  Menon. 

The  amendment  was  declared, lost. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved 
Me.  M.  N-  Pillai  (.Trivandrum) 

Line  2.  Add  “or  father  ”  after  “  mother.  ” 

Line  2.  Substitute  “  or  any  two  or  all  ”  for  or  both.  ” 

Mb..  M.  R.  Madhava  Vakiae  ( Ghengammr  cum  Pattan.dmti.tta )  i 
Lino,  2.  Add.  after  “  widow,  ”  the  words  “  or  father,  "  and  after  “  mother  ”  substi¬ 
tute  “  or  all  "  for  “or  both.  ”  !  •  /.>■" 

Mb.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum ) : 

Line  5-  Insert  the  word  “  father  ”  between  tlur  words  “mother  ”  and  “  and 
widow.” 

Me.  M.  Rs  'Madhava  Vabiab  (Olwigarnwr  'cmn  PaUanamtittaf 

Lines  5  and  8.  Add  “  father  ”  after  the  words  “  ahseuoe  of  tho.  ” 

Mb.  M.  N,  Pillai (Trivandrum):  > 

Lino  6-  Insert  the  word  “  father  ’’  between  tho  words  “  mother  "  and  “  widow.” 
The  question  that  Clause  12  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  put  to  the  Vote 
of  the  House  and  carried; 

The  Clause  was  added  to  the  Bill, 
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Clause  13. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved 

Mr.  M.  R,  Madhava  Variar  ( Ghengannur  cum  PaMccnamtitta): 

•  Sub-clause  (i).  Line  l .  Add  “  the  father  ”  after  “  more  than  one,  ” 

Mr.  C.  Sankara  Menon  ( Quilon ) ; 

Sub-clause  (1).  Line  1.  Delete  “or  widows  if  there  are  more  than  one,” 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum ) : 

Sub-clause  (i).  Lino  t-  Insert  the  words. “the  father”  between  the  words  “one”  and 
•and  the  mother.”  , 

Mb.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum ) : 

Sub-cdauso  (i).  Line  2 .  Substitute  “one-ninth  of  the  estate”  for  “a  share.” 

Line  2.  Substitute  “but  suoh  share  shall  never  exceed  the  share”  for  “equal 
to  that.” 

Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon  ( Alangad  cum  Paru-r) : 

Sub-elattso  (i).  Add  the  following  proviso  to  the  sub-clause  : 

“Provided  that  the  mother  shall  have  only  a  life  estate  in  her  share.” 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon ) :  Clause  18,  sub-section 
(iii)  runs  as  follows : 

“Qrand-ohildren  shall  take  in  equal  shares  what  their  father  would  have  taken  had 
ho  survived  the  intestate  .  .  ” 

That  is  what  the  Section  now  says.  .1  propose  that,  in  line  1  of 
sub-clause  (iii)  of  Clause.  13,  the  words  “or  mother”  be  added  after  the 
word  “father”  and  that  in  line  2  the  words  “or  she”  be  added  after  the 
word  “he.”  Sub-section  (ii)  refers  (to  sons  and  daughters.  So, 
the  grandchildren  might  be  either  ■  through  the  sons  or  the  daughters 
All  the  grandchildren  must  take  in  equal  shares.  Therefore,  I  propose 
that  the  words  “or.  mother”  he  added  after  the  word  “  father,  ”  in  line 
1  of  sub-clause  (iii)  and  the  words  “  or  she  ”  after  the  words  “he  ”  in 
line  2. 

Mr.  N.  KUMARAN  (Nominated)'.  I  second  it. 

Mr.  X.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirumlla ) :  I  shall  make  a  ' 
few  observations  in  respect  of  the  amendments.  Undoubtedly  that  is 
what  is  intended.  '  I  think  that  it  is  only  by  way  of  illustration  that  the 
Section  has  been  provided.  According  to  the.  general  rules  of  interpre¬ 
tation  ‘male’  includes  ‘female’  also.  Therefore,  I  think  “  father  ”  would 
include  “  mother ’’  also.  Copious  illustrations  have  been  given  to  make 
it  as  clear  as  possible. 

Mr.  T..K.  VEiiU'PILLAI-.(2’ntiflw5i,M«»(cnm  Nedvmangad}:  May 
I  know  the  authority  of  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillar  in  saying  that  “  father  ” 
includes  “mother”  also  ?  .  ! 

'  1  Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)-.  That  is  not  ex¬ 
actly  what  I  meant.  There  are  authorities  to  show  that,  generally, 
male  includes  female  also.  Therefore,  it  may  also  be  understood  that 
father  includes  mother  also. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha):  If  we  substi¬ 
tute  the  word  “parents”  for  the  word  “father,”  I  think  that  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
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[11th  June  1924, 


[Mr.  P,  K.  Narayana  Pillai.] 

Mb.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILL AI  (.Tint mllct):  I  think  there 
is  no  harm  in  accepting  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Sankara  Menon. 

The  amendment  was  then  put  to  the  vote  and  carried. 

The  following  amendment  was  not  moved : — 

Mr.  N.  Kumaran  (Nominated) : 

Sub-clause  (iii)  Line  I.  Insert  the  words  j“or  mother”  between  “father”  and 
“would*” 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  My  amend¬ 
ment  is  only  a  verbal  amendment.  I  want  to  substitute  the  expression 
“grade”  for  “degree”  inline  4  of  sub-clause  (iii).  Personally,  I  would 
myself  prefer  the  expression  “grade”.  I  leave  it  to  the  mover  to  accept 
the  amendment  or  not.  If  he  does  not  want  the  amendment  I  do  not 
want  it  myself. 

Mr.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  In  all  Succes¬ 
sion  Acts,  in  Hindu  Law  and  in  the  Indian  Succession  Act,  the  ex¬ 
pression  “degree”  is  used.  I  took  it -from  the  Indian  Succession 
Act. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  ;  I  withdraw 
the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved  : — 

.  Msi-it.  N.  PmDAJt  (Trivandrum) :  ' 

Sub-olause  (iii).  Add  “the  nearer  excluding  the  more  remote"  at  the  end.  - 
Mr.’ C.  Sankara  Menon  (Quilon) : 

Illustration  (a).  Line  1.  Delete  “and  B  two  widows”  and  substitute  “widow.” 
Illustration  (a).  Line  2.  Delete  “B”  and  substitute  “one-fifth”  for  “one-sixth.” 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum ) : 

Illustration  (i).  Line  2.  Insert  the  words  “of  a  predeoeased  grand-cluld”  between 
the  words  “great-grand  child”  and  “by. a  deceased  son  D.” 

The  question  that  Clause  13  as  amended  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  _ 
then  put- to  the  vote  of  the  House  and  carried.  '  .  * 

The  Clause  as  amended  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  14. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved 

Mr.  M.  B.  Madhava  Variar  ( Ghengannur  cum  Pattanamtitta ): 

Line  2.  Add  “the  father”  after  "his  widow”  and  omit  “or  widows.” 

Mr. M.  B.  Madhava  Variar  (Ghengannur  cam  Pattanamititta)- 
Line  3.  Omit  the  words  after  “mother,”  and  lines  i  and  5  ;  and  substitute  the 
following  :  "  .  - 

“One-half  of  the  self-acquired  and  separate  property  left  undisposed  of  by  him  at 
his  death  shall  equally  devolve  on  his  mother  and  father  and  the  other  half  os 
his  widow.”  ' 

Mr.  C.  Sankara  Menon  (Quilon)  ■ 

I.|ine  2,  Delete,  tfie  word  “or  widows,” 
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Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon  ( Aiangad  eum  Parur) : 

Line  3.  Delete  tlie  word  “one-half”  and  substitute  the  words  “the  whole.” 

Me.  M.  N.  Pillai  (Trivandrum): 

Line -3-  Insert  the  words  “or  father  or  both”  between  the  words  ■■mother”  and 
“one  half  of.” 

Line  3.  Delete  the  words  “one-half  of.” 

Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon  (A  long  ad  cum  Parur) : 

Line  4.  Between  the  words  “shall  devolve”,  and  “on  his  mother,”  insert  the 
words  “in  equal  shares.” 

Lines  4  and  5.  Delete  the  words  “the  other  half.” 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum )  : 

Lines  4  and  5,  Substitute  the  words  “them  equally”  for  the  Words  “his  mother 
and  the  other  half  on  his  widow  or  widows.” 

Mr.  M.  B.  Madhava  Variar  (Ghengannur  cum  Pattanamtitta) : 
Line  G.  Add  “and  father”  after  “the  mother,"  and  “equally”  after  the  words 
“the  whole,” 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum ) : 

Line  6.  Substitute  the  words  “that  share  shall  Revolve  on  the  thavasshfe  of  the 
mother”  for  the  words  “the  mother  shall  take  the  whole.” 

Mr.  G.  PxVRAMesvaran  Pillai  (Neyyattinkara): 

Lines  4  and  6.  Substitute  “mother’s  thavaahee”  for  “mother.” 

The  question  that  Clause  14  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  then  put  to 
the  vote  and  carried. 

The  Clause  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  IS. 

The  following  amendments  .were  not  moved  : — 

Mr.  M..E.  MAdhava  Variar  (Chengannur  cum  Pattanamtitta): 
Line  2.  Add  “nor  father”  after  “mother.” 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivadrum ) : 

Line  2.  Substitute  “parents”  for  “mother.” 

Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon  (A  langad  cum  Parur): 

Lines  2,.  3,  5,  6  and  7.  Delete  the'  words  “mother’s  thavazliee”  and  substitute  the 
word  “father.” 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  (: Trivandrum ) : 

Line  6-  Insert,  the  words“that  one-half  shall  devolve  on  the  grandmothers's  tha- 
vassbee  and  in  the  absence  of  the  grandmother’s  thavazhee”  between  the  words  “mother’s 
thavazhee"  and  “the  widow.”  ■ 

The  question  that  Clause  15  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  then  put  to 
the  vote  and  carried.  > 

The  Clause  was  added  to  the. Bill.  . 

Clause  16. 

The  following  amendments,  were  not: moved': — 

Mr  M.  N.  Pillai  (Trivandrum) : 

Lines  1  and  2.  Delete  the  words  “none  of  the  heirs  mentioned  in  Sections  12,  14 
and  15,  but.” 

Mr.  M.  R.  Madhava  Variar  ( Ghengmmtr  cum  Pattanamtitta) : 

Line  2.  Omit  the  words  ‘.‘his  father  and." 

■  Line  3,  Delete  the  words  “one-half  .of -the"  and  substitute  the  word  ‘his,” 


1152 


TRAVANCOIIE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL,  [Hill  JUNE  1924, 

[Mr.  Iv.  Paramesvaran  Pillai.] 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  (Trivandrum) : 

Lines  3,  5  and  6.  Substitute  the  words  “mother’s  thavazhee"  for  “graiKhnntW, 
thavnzhoe.” 

Mb.  M.  B.  Madhava  V arias (Ohengannur  cam  PattanamUtta)\ 

Linos  4  and  5.  Daletete  tho  words  “on  his  father  andfho  other  half.”  ,  ' 
Linos  6  and  7.  Delete,  ■  . 

Mb.  M.  N-  Pillai  ( Trivandrum ) : 

Lino  6.  Insert  “that  share  shall  devolve. 'on  tho  grandmother's  Ihavashee  aud in 
tho  absence  of:  the  graudinother’s  thavaxheo"  between  tho  words  “l,havuzhoe”and  “tin 
father.”  ■ 

Mr.  A.  Govihda  Menon  ( Alangad  cam  Parur) : 

Delete  tho  portion  of  the  Clause  after  the  words  “in  Sections  I'd,  14  and  15”  and 
substitute  the  words  “the  mother’s  thavazhee  shall  take  the  whole  and,  in  the  absence  of 
the  mother’s  thavaahoc.  tho  grand -mother  shall  take  the  whole.” 

Line  6.  Delete  the  words  “grandmother’s  thavazhee,  tlm  father”  and  substitute  - 
the  words  “grandmother,  her  thavazhee.” 

Lino  7.  Delete  the  words  “  the  father,  the  grandmother's  thavazhee,  ”  and  substi¬ 
tute  the  words  “  the  thavazhee  of  his  great-grand-mother  or  the  thavazhoo  of  his  more 
remote  female  ascendants.  ” 

:  Me.  M.  N.  Pillai  {Trivandrum) :  ; 

Line  71  Insert  the  words  “the  mother's  thavaahoe  and  in  their  absence”  between 
the  words  “the  father”  and  “tho  grand-mother’s.” 

,  Me.  A.  Govinda  Menon  (Alangad  com  Parur ) : 

Add  at  tho  and  of  the  Clause  the  words  “the  noerer  always  excluding  tho  more 

The  question  that  Clause  16  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  then  put  to 
the  vote  and  carried.  *  , 

The  Clause  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  17. 

The  following  amendment  was  not  moved 
Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon  ( Alangad  cum  Parur ) : 

Delete  the  Clause.  ’  , 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  :  My  amend¬ 
ment  is  only  a  verbal  alteration.  .  The  Section  runs  as  follows: — 

“  On  the  death  of  a  Nayar  male  leaving  lrim  surviving  none ; of  tho  heirs  mentioned 
in  sections  12,  14, 15  and.16,  the  self-aoquired  and  separate,  proiierty  left  undisposed  of 
by  him  at  his  death  shall  devolve  on  the  thavazhee  of  his  great-grandmother  or  on  the 
thavazheo  of  bis  more  remote  female  ascendants,  the  nearer  excluding  the  more  remote.  ” 
The  provision  can  apply  only  to  the  latter  portion  since  the  more 
remote-  are  being  excluded  by  the  nearer.  .  It  is  only  in  the  absence  of 
the  grandmother’s  thavazhee  that  the  inheritance  can  go  to  the  great¬ 
grandmother’s  thavazhee.  I  therefore  move  that  the  words  “  and  in 
its  absence  ”  be  substituted  for  the  word  “  or  ”  in  lime  4. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  C Trivandrum )  :  T  second  it. 

Mb.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ,)  :  .  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary,  Sir,  because  it  is  both  illustrative  as  well  as  exclusive. 
The  Section  as  it  stands  rims  as  follows:-^: 

: 0  *  .  *  ou  the  thavazhee  of  his  great-grand-mother  or  on  the  thavazhee  of 

hismore  remote  female  ascendants,  the  nearer  excluding  the  more  remote, " 
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This  is  quite  cJeai'  in  itself  .  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  amend¬ 
ment  is  not  acceptable.  But  I  only  say  that  it  is  unnecessary  since  it  is 
quite  clear. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NASA  YANA  PILLAI  {Ambalainu.hu,)  \  If  my  Mend 
says  that,  as  it  is,  the  sense  is  quite  clear,  I  am  prepared  to  accept  it.  I 
therefore  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  by  leave'  withdrawn. 

The  question  that  Clause  17  form  paid  of  the  Bill  was  then  put  to 
the  vote  and  carried. 

The  Clause  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Clause  18. 

.  The  question  that  Clause  18  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  then  put  to 
the  vote  of  the  House  and  carried. 

The  Clause  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

.  Clause  IP. 

Mr.  N,  KUMARAN  (Nominated) :  I  move  that  the  following  be 
substituted  in  place  of  Section  19. 

“  On  the  death  of  a  Nayar  female  leaving  i.o  female  descendants  surviving  her  but, 
only  her  husband  and  her  mother’s  thavazhee,  one-half  of  tlm  self-acquired  and  separate 
property  left  undisposed  of  by  her  at  her  death  shall  devolve  on  her  'husband  and  tlio 
other  half  on  her  mother's  thavazhee.  In  the  absence  of  mother’s  thavazhee,  the  hus¬ 
band  shall  take  the  whole,  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  husband,  the  mother’s  thuvaznee 
shall  take  the  whole.”  , 

We  see  that  Section  18  deals  with  the  question  of  inheritance  in 
case  there  is  only  the  issue  of  a  Nayar  female  surviving  her,  and  Section 
19  deals  with  the  case  where  a  Nayar  female  dies  leaving  surviving  her 
no  issue  but  only  her  mother’s  thavazhee,  and  Section  20  deals  with  the 
case  in  which  she  leaves  behind  only  her  husband  and  her  grandmother’s 
thavazhee  and  not  any  of  the  heirs  mentioned  in  Clauses  x  8  and  19. 
Sectional  deals  with. the  case  in  which  she  leaves  behind  only  remote 
heirs  such  as  the  thavazhee  of  her  great-grandmother.  My  object  in 
moving  this  amendment  is  to  bring  in  the  husband  who  has  now  been 
postponed  to*  the  grandmother’s  thavazhee.  I  think  that  i e  rather 
unjust.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  husband  should  be  postponed 
to  the  grandmother’s  thavazhee.  .It  would,  only  be .  just  to  bring 
him  along  with,  the  mother’s  thavazhee  and  take  after  the.  issue 
of  the  female.  I  have,  therefore,  introduced  a  change  in  Clause  19 
by  which  the  Nayar  husband  takes  along  with  the  mother’s  thavazhee. 
Consequently ,  a  change  is  necessary  in  Clauses  20  and  21.  All  these 
changes  also  I  have  proposed  in  my  later  amendments.  What  I  there¬ 
fore  submit  is  that  in  order:  to  avoid  this  injustice,  the  husband  may 
be  brought  in  and  made  an  heir  along  with  the  mother’s  thavazhee.. 

Mr.  V.  KUNJUKRISHN A  PILLAI  (Chiraijiiikii)  :  I  second .  it. 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  jMENON  {Alangad  cum  Parur ) :  The  amend¬ 
ment  is:  ‘.‘on  the  death  of  a  Nayar  female  leaving  no  female  descendants.” 
Temale’  is  the  word  used. 
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Me.  N.  KUMABAN  ( Nominated ) :  That  is  a  mistake. 

PBESIDENT  :  It  is  “  lineal  descendents.”  Thatiis  what  is  in  the 
Bill  as  submitted  by  the  Select  Committee. 

Me.  N.  KUMABAN  ( Nominated ):  It  is  “lineal  descendents.” 
It  is  a  mistake  for  “  lineal  descendants.  ” 

Me.  K.  PAB  AMES  VARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirmaila ) :  Sir,  I  oppose 
the  amendment.  So  long  as  a  man  or  woman  has  not  got  lineal  descend¬ 
ants,  it  is  purely  a  matter  of  policy  as  to  who  else  should  have  the  pro- 
perty.  We  have  made  a  particular  scheme.  Mr.  Kumaran  now  says 
that  the  “  husband  ”  shouid  be  advanced  from  Section  20  to  Section  19. 
Absolutely  no  reasons  have  been  given  as  to  why  it  should  be  done.  We 
have  made  the  husband  also  an  heir  in  the  absence  of  brothers  and  sisters. 
OLcourse,  it  is  a  lurking  sense  of  the  marumakkatliayam  system  still  in 
our  minds  that  has  induced  us  to  provide  that,  in  the  absence  of  lineal 
descendants,  the  brothers  and  sisters  should  inherit  the  property  of  an 
intestate  female.  Unless  there  is  something  very  radically  wrong  about 
it,  -I  do  not  see  why  this  amendment  should  be  accepted.  So  I  object  to 
this  amendment. 

Mb.  G.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  {Neyyattinkam)-.  Sir,  I  beg  to 
support  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Kumaran.  The  separate  property 
of  a  female  may  consist  mainly  of  properties  given  as  a  gift  by  the  hus¬ 
band  to  the  wife.  That  in  such  cases,  when  the  wife  dies  leaving  no 

lineal  descendants,  the  entire  property  should  go  to  her  mother’s  tha- 
vazhee,  and  that  the  husband  should  not  have  any  share  whatever  in 
it,  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  unfair,  especially  in  view  of  the  other  provi¬ 
sion,  cti.,  that  in  case  the  husband  dies  leaving  only  one  widow  and 
children,  the  whole  property  should  go  to  the  wife  and  children  as  well 
as  the  mother.  That  is  the  provision  in  regard  to  the.  intestate  succession 
of  a  Nayar  male.  In  that  case,  seeing  the  relationship  between  tTiemand 
also  the  nature  of  the  aeqisition  that  the  wife  will  obtain  from  the  hus¬ 
band — and  that  is  the  natural  source  of  her  income — it  will  be  hard  to 
say  that  after  the  wife’s  death  the  entire  porperty  which'  stood  in  the 
name  of  the  wife  should  pass  on  to  flic  mother’s  thavazhec  only. 

Me,  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (.Avibalapuiha,) :  Ma,^I  know 
from  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  how  the  system  of  inheritance  stands 
under  the  Hindu  Law  with  due  deference  to  their  form  of  marriage  V 

,  Me.  G.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Neyijatimfomt)  :  It  is  ab¬ 
solutely  irrelevant  and  misleading. 

Me,  P.  K.  NAKAYANA  PILLAI  (.bubalcq>n~lm) :  I  only  wish 
to  know  it. 

Me.  G.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( >V e-n ifattinkam'y :  My  oWQ 
view  is  that  the  question  is  absolutely  irrelevant,  and  I  do  not  propose 
to  answer  it  in  this  connection.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned,  it  is  quite 
a  simple  matter.  The  wife  dies  leaving  separate  property,  the  bulk  pf 
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which  wiU  be  ordinarily  contributed  by  the  husband.  The  decisions  of 
our  courts  are  to  the  effect  that  the  property  standing  in  the  name  of  a 
woman  should  be  presumed  to  have  been  given  by  the  husband. 

Mr.  G.  SANKARA  .MENON  ( Quilon i) :  May  I  know  whether  he  is 
not  aware  that  the  wife  is  also  able  to  get  a  share  from  the  tarwad 

MR.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ):  I  would 
remind  Mr.  Sankara  Menon  that,  if  the  wife  gets  her  share,  it  is  also  a 
separate  property  to  which  the  wife  is  entitled. 

Mr.  P.  K,  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambakqnizhd) :  Is  not  there 
a  possibility  of  the  wife  getting  something  from  her  parents  ? 

Mb.  G..PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ) :  Yes,  there 
is  a  possibility.  I  said  “ the  blulc  of  the  property”.  I  never  said  anything 
else.  You  cannot  legislate  for  every  conceivable  thing.  Let  us  see  in 
this  particular  case  what  is  just  and  proper  on  the  whole.  What  I  said 
was  not  that  the  mother’s  thavazhee  should  not  be  given  anything  at  all. 
The  grandmother’s  thavazhee  will  get  one-half,  and  the  husband  ano¬ 
ther  half.  Clause  20  says : 

‘‘In  the  absence  of  the  grandmother’s  thavazhee  the  husband  shall  take  the  whole, 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  husband  the  grandmother’s  thavazhee  shall  take  the  whole”. 

I  want  that  stage  to  be  a  little  further  advanced,  viz.,  the  stage 
at  which  the  mother’s  thavazhee,  the  brother  and  sister  should  get  one- 
half  and  the  husband  should  get  the  other  half.  There  is  absolutely  no 
injustice  ! about  it,  because  the  Wife’s  near  relations  do  not  suffer; 
and  it  is  only  fair  that  the  husband  should  get  the  other  half.  Of  course, 
in  the  absence  of  the  husband,  the  mother’s  thavazhee  should  take  the 
whole.  That  is  also  provided  for  in  Mr.  Kumaran’s  amendment. 
Therefore  it  is  only  fair  and  just  that  it  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELIJ  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  N edimangad)  : 

I  am  also  in  favour  of  the  amendment.  We  have  made,  marriage  prac¬ 
tically  permanent ;  we  have  made  divorce  practically  impossible.  •  And 
so  far  as  inheritance  is  concerned,  it  is  but’ fair,  seeing  that  the  principle 
of  complete  makkathayam  has  been  accepted  by  the  House,  that  the 
husband  should  have  a  greater  claim  to  the  property  of  his  intestate 
wife.  That  will,  be  one  further  advanced  step  towards  complete,  makka¬ 
thayam.  For  that  reason  I  support  Mr.  Kumaran’s  amendment. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (AmkalapuaJia) :  I  am  sorry 
I  have  to  oppose  this  motion.  Sir,  a  little  while  ago,  we  were  listening 
with  rapt  attention  to  a  very  long  discourse  upon  the  necessity  of  adher¬ 
ing  to  the  system  of  inheritance  now  in  prevalence. 

Mr.  T.  K.  V'elu  Pillai  and  13  members  of  this  House  with  him  . 
were  in  favour  of  that'  view,  viz.,  to  maintain  intact  the  present 
system.  That  evidently  reflects  the  sense  of  the  community  to  some 
extent.  Such  being  the  case,. I  would  have  practically  excluded  the 
husband  out  of  consideration.  But  it  was  in  a  sense  of  fairness,  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  status  of  the  husband,  as  one  entitled  to  inherit,  that  we  in¬ 
troduced  him  along  with  the  grandmother.  Absolutely  no  representation 
otherwise  from  the  public  at  large  was  received  on  that  subject  and  it 
is  Mr.  Kumaran  who  has  sent  up  this  particular  amendment. 

Vo!-  IV  No.  14  :  st 
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So  far  as  the.  sense  of  the  community  goes,  there  is  nothing  to 
indicate  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  a  change  of  what  has  been  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  Select  Committee  in  this  respect.  In  regard  to  the  idea  of  . 
fairness  entertained  by  my  friend  Mr.  G-.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  there  seems 
to  be  necessity  for  reciprocity  in  everything.  Yet  in  various  provisions  of . 
this  Bill,  there  is  an  absence  of  reciprocity  as  has  been  conceded  by  him 
on  a  prior  occasion.  Here  is  a  party  who  is  not  entitled  to  any  inheri- 
tance  under  the  existing  law.  We  have  introduced  him  ' at  a  par¬ 
ticular  stage,  and  if  the  sense  of  the  community  is  not  in  favour  of  that 
view,  at  the  next  stage  of  amendment  we  can  change  it,  and  legislate  ac¬ 
cording  to' the  changed  view.  Further,  the  subsequent  provisions  that  we 
have  made  in  the  Bill  basing  such  provisions  on  the  sequence  of  this 
particular  provision  now  under  discussion,  would  all  get  dislocated,  and 
the  effect  of  it  would  be— 

Bao  Bahadur  K  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (l)e- 
pity  President)  :  There  is  no  dislocation. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzho, ) :  There  would 
be  difficulty  and  the  subsequent  provisions  will  have  to  be  arranged 
accordingly.  These  are  the  grounds  which  appeal  to  me.  at  the  present 
stage.  Even  under  the.  Hindu  law  the  system  of  inheritance  from  a 
woman  is  regulated  according  to  the  form  of  marriage.  It  is  only  when 
the  girl  happens  to  be  married  in  the  Brahma  form  that  the  husband  in¬ 
herits  ;  otherwise  the  father  inherits.  That  is  the  provision  of  the  Hindu  : 
law  which  makes  inheritance  subject  to  the  form  of  the  marriage.  There 
is  no  doubt  a  presumption  that,  in  the  case  of  married  females,  when 
nothing  is  known  of  their  source,  her  properties  may  be  treated  as  pro¬ 
perties  given  to  her  by  her  husband.  But  what  I  submit  is  that,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  properties  might  come  to  a  Nayar  female  from  various 
sources— firstly,  from  her  tarwad,  secondly,  from  her  parents,  thirdly, 
from  her  children,  and  lastly— I  do  not  want  to  disguise  the  fact — from 
her  husband  also.  In  these  days  when  some  of  them  happen  to  be 
graduates  employed  by  the  Government,  they  may  themselves  have  made 
self-acquisitions  also.  There  is  no  use  'of  disguising  that  fact.  When, 
therefore,  there  is  no  uniform  basis  to  proceed  upon,  simply  upon 
the  conjecture  and  presumption  raised  by  the  High  Court,  to  enact  a 
uniform  J.aw  that  every  acquisition  of  a  woman  must  necessarily  go  to 
the  husband,  I  beg  to  submit,  is  legislating  without  paying  regard  to 
the  underlying  facts.  .  1 

Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Koitamkam  c\imKumattw)v 
I  rise  to  support  the  amendment  and,  in  doing  so,  I  would  only  cite  one 
instance.  There  is  a  man  in  my  place  who  is  a  person  having  his  fifth- 
wife,  because  all  the  first  four  wives  died,-  The  first  wife  died  leaving 
some  .issue  who  are  now  enjoying  the  property  allotted  to  them  by  the 
husband.  He  married  a  second  wife  in  whoso  name  also  some  proper¬ 
ties  were  acquired.  She  died  issueless.  Those '  properties  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  persons  who  are  not  even  .  direct  heirs  to  her.  A  third 
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time  also  he  married  another  for  whom  he  acquired  some  property. 
Besides  some  paddy  lands,  he  put  up  a  building  in  a  compound  pur¬ 
chased  tor  her  and  that  also  in  her  name.  She  died  issueless. 

MR.  P-  K.  N ABA  YANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  May  I  know 
whether  it  is  a  prevalent  practice  or  a  solitary  instance  ?  Is  Mr.  C.  P. 
Eochukunju  Pillai  in  a  position  to  cite  another  instance  of  such  magni¬ 
tude  ? 

Mr.  C.  P.  KOCHCKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum  Kunnattur ): 
I  can  quote  more  than  one  instance.  The  third  wife  lived  with  her 
husband  and  she  died  without  leaving  any  issue.  On  the  16th  day 
after  her  death,  this  man  wanted  to  continue  living  there.  ■  But  her  two 
brothers  stepped  in  and  asked  him  to  quit  the  house.-  He  had  no  other 
alternative  than  to  quit  the  house  immediately.  There  was  a  slight 
dispute  in  regard  to  the  movables  also,  for  which  he  appealed  to  -some 
of  his  friends,  including  myself.  We  interfered  in  the.  matter  and  some 
of  the  moveables  were  allowed  to  be  taken  away  by  him,  while  -  others 
were  given  back  to  those  brothers,  who  subsequently  alienated  the  pro¬ 
perties  given  by  this  man,  and  went  away  to  different  places. 

Then,  a  fourth  time  he  married  another  woman.  (Laughter.)  He 
was  a  wealthy  man  and  he  had  enough  properties  in  his  name.  To 
the  fourth  wife  he  gave  some  properties  and  built  a  building.  .  Then 
also  he  did  not  take  any  precaution,  but  had  all  these  in  her  name. 
She- also  died  issueless- {laughter),  so  much  so  that  .he. -had  to  forfeit 
those  properties  as  well.  - 

Mu.  G.  PABAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Neyi/attmkara):  May  I 
point  out  that  he  deserves  that?  (Laughter.) 

..  ,  Ms.  G.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottarakara  cum  Kimiat- 
tuir ):  He  is  now  having  a  fifth  wife,  (.loud  laughter),  for  whom  also  he 
has  purchased  a  compound.  Now,  I  understand  that  in  the  fifth  case  he 
took  care  to  make  a  provision  in  the  document  to  the.  effect  that,  after, 
her  death,  the  property  should  come  to  him.  His  case  is  really  hard. 
About  100  paras  of  paddy- lands  and -a  few. compounds  and  buildings  given 
oy  this  man  to  his  former  wives  are  now  being  enjoyed  by  utter  strangers, 
some  . of  whom  are  not  heirs  to  his  wife  even.  So,  I  think  it  is  only-fair 
to  make  such  a  provision  in  a  legislation  of  this  kind,  and  hence  I  fully 
support  the  amendment. 

MR.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Sir, 
as  a  member  of  the  .Select  Committee,  I  think  I  may  say  a  word.  I 
very  much  sympathise  with  the  old  man  .  whose  case  was  depicted  by 
Mr.  Kochnkunju  Pillai.  I  do  not  think  such  cases  will  occur  often.  So 
far  as  the  amendment  is  concerned,  I  think,  it.  is  objectionable.  Strictly 
speaking,  in  all  these  matters  we  ought  not  to.  be  very  much  guided  by 
analogy  or  reciprocity  or  other,  circumstances.  The  provision  is  that  if 
a  Nair  male  dies  leaving  him  surviving  his  wife  and  children, .  the  wife 
.  gets,  his  property,  but  if  a  Nayar  female  leaves  behind-her  husband  and 
children,  he.  does  net.  get  her  property,  sq  that  the  reciprocity  stops 
there. '  The  only,  .  question,  then  is  where  we  should  put  in  the  word 
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husband.  In  other  words,  it  is  not  possible  to  expect  the  same  amount 
of  logical  sequence  in  the  matter  of  the  female  as  in  the  case  of  the 
male.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  seeing  that  a  woman  is  entitled  to 
the  husband’s  property,  that  the  husband  must  be  recognised  to  be  the 
heir  to  her  property  which  under  the  law  he  is  not.  Therefore,  in  the 
Select  Committee,  we  found  considerable  difficulty  to  give  him  an  exact 
place  in  the  line  of  succession,  and  my  friends  Mr.  T.  K.  Yelu  Pillai 
and  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  were  very  vehement.  At  any  rate  Mr.  T. 
K  1  Yelu  Pillai  was  very  vehement— he  would  perhaps  object  to  the 
word  “vehement”. 

Mb-  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedwmangad) :  No, 
not  when  it  is  true. 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil ):  The 
other  day  he  objected  to  it. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nednmang  ad):  May 
also  say  that  I  expressly  stated  “now  that  the  House  has  accepted  com¬ 
plete  makkathayam”? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAE  (A  dditional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  Even  then 
it  does  not  in  any  way  weaken  my  arguments  and  the  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  his  words.  The  difficulty  was  where  exactly  to  place  the 
husband.  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai,  as  Mr.  P.  K  Narayana  Pillai  put  it, 
was  in  a  position  to  get  thirteen  votes  for  his  motion;  that  shows  that  the 
Nayar  community  does  not  want  that  the  sisters  and  the  nephews  should 
be’disinherited  under  all  circumstances.  The  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  make 
it  imperative  that  the  husband  or  the  father  should  be  bound  to  main-  , 
tain  his  wife  or  children,  as  the  case  may  be.  And  when  there  are  no 
lineal  descendants,  the  Select  Committee  thought  it  preferable  to  'give 
the  whole  of  the  property  to  the  thavazhee  of  the  grandmother  before 
anybody  else..  Before  it  goes  to  the  grandmother’s  thavazhee,  we 
thought  it  better  to- give  one-half  to  the  mother’s  thavazhee  and  the 
other  half  to  the  husband.  I  do  not  see  why  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu 
Pillai  should  object  to  it  when  the  Bill  proposes  to  give  something  for 
the  mothers  and  something  for  the  brothers. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) : 
May  I  ask  if  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  is  aware  that,  when  a  principle  is 
accepted  by  the  House,  it  is  normally  binding  even  upon  those  persons 
who  took  the  opposite  view  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AlYAR  (Additional  Head  'Sirkar  Vakil): 
Certainly.  Just  as  a  decree  is  binding  upon  all  those  who  contested  the 
case.  We  should  stick  to  precedents.  The  only  question  is, where  the 
husband’  should  come  in. 

Mb.  T  S'i  VELU  PILLAI  (Trmmdrum  cum  Nedumangad)  :  May 
I  ask  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  whether  he  could  give  us  any  general  idea  with 
regard  to  the  inclination  of  the  wife  in  the  matter  of  her  inheritance,  i.e., 
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whether  she  would  prefer  her  distant  marumakkathayam  relations  to 
her  husband? 

Me.  V.  SXJBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  That 
depends  upon  the  temperament,  attachment  and  all  that.  Some  waves 
may  prefer  to  have  the  husband  to  go  along  with  the  children.  Some 
wives  may  prefer  the  husband  to  the  children.  That  will  depend  upon 
the  temperament  of  the  husband  and  the  wife  and  the  extent  of  the  time 
they  were  living  together.  I  do  not  think  his  question  is  capable,  of  a 
cut  and  dry  answer.  However,  I  do  not  think  the  putting  in  of  the 
mother’s  thavazhee  is  objectionable.  So,  I  object  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  N.  K.UMABAN  ( Nominated ):  I  have  not  much  to  say  by¬ 
way  of  reply.  I  have  tabled-  this  amendment  at  the  instance  of  several 
of  my  Nair  friends  who  unfortunately  are  not  members  of  this  Council, 
but  whose  opinions  are  nevertheless  entitled  to  great  weight. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattmkara ):  May  I 
point  out  that  there  are  similar  amendments  to  be  moved  by  other 
members  also  in  regard  to  this  matter  ? 

Mr.  N.  KUMARAN (Nomviated) :  In  my  amendment,  no  serious 
question  is-  involved.  It  consists  only  of  the  raising  of  the  husband 
from  the  level  of  the  grandmother’s  thavazhee  to  that  of  the  mother’s 
thavazhee.  I  therefore  submit  that  there  is  absolutely  no  sacrifice  of 
principle. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalcqmaha) :  May  I  know 
why  he  does  not  make  the  husband  inherit  'from  the  wife  direct;  that  is 
to  say,  even  when  the  mother  is  alive,  why  should  the  husband  not 
inherit  the  wife’s  property  ? 

Mr.  N.  KUMARAN  {Nominated)  :  J. .  thought .  the  community 
might  not  go  so  far.  I  would  therefore  press  the  amendment. 

PRESIDENT:  I  will  put  this  amendment  to  the  vote  of  the 
House.  The-  ahjpndment  is : 

Substitute  the  following  for  Clause  19  ; —  ! 

1  On  the  death  of  a  Nay-ar  female  leaving  no  lineal  descend  ants  surviving  her  but 
only  her  husband  and  her  mothers')  thavazhee,  oue4ialf  of  the  self-acquired  and 
separate  property  left  undisposed  of  by  her  at  her  death,  shall  devolve  oil  her  husband, 
and  the  other  half  on  her  mother’s  (thavazhee. 

In  the  absence  of  mother’s  thavazhee,  the  husband  shall  take  the  whole,  and,  iu 
the  absence  of  the  husband,  the  mother’s  thavazhee  shall  take  the  whole,” 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  lost,  16  voting  for  and 
17  against 

n  Mr.  Gi  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  {N eyyattinkaro) :  I  demand 
a  poll; 
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A  poll  was  taken  with  the  following  result : 

AYES— 16.  , 


1. 

Mr.  0.  8.'  Ramaswami  Aiyar. 

9. 

Mr.  T.  Lakshmana  Piliai. 

2. 

„  M.  Raja  Raja  Varma. 

10. 

„  L.  R.  Raja  Raja  Varma 

3. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  V. 

Koil  Tainpuran. 

Rangaswami  Aiyangar. 

11. 

„  C.  P.  Kochukunju  Piliai, 

4. 

Mr.  T.  K.  Velji  Piliai. 

12. 

„  A.  Govinda  Menon. 

5. 

„  John  Nidiry. 

13. 

„  Paul  Y.  Daniel. 

6. 

„  M.  R.  Madhava  Yariav. 

14. 

„  N.  Kumaran. 

7. 

„  M.  N.  Piliai. 

15 

,,  Y.  Kunjukrishna  Piliai, 

8. 

„  G.  Paramesvaran  Piliai. 

16 

Rev,  Pr,  Vettikkapalli. 

NOES—: 

17. 

1. 

Mr.  S.  0.  H,  Robinson. 

10. 

Mr.  T.  Kumara  Piliai. 

2. 

„  K.  Paramesvaran  Piliai 

11. 

„  Dominic  Tomman. 

(Ag.  Director  of  Agriculture) 

12. 

„  Joseph  Panjikaran. 

3. 

„  R.  K  Krishna  Piliai. 

13. 

, ,  C .  Sankara  Menon. 

4, 

„  ■  R,  Krishna  Piliai. 

14. 

,,  N.  Padmanabha  Piliai. 

5. 

„  :  S.  Param^Bvara  Aiyar. 

15. 

„  N.  Rawakrishna  Piliai. 

6. 

„  Y.  Subba  Aiyar. 

16. 

,,  K.  Paramesvaran  Piliai. 

7. 

„  M.  Udaya  Yarma  Raja. 

(Tiruvalla ) 

8. 

„  Trivikramar  Yasudevar. 

17. 

,,,  T.  M,  Chidambaratanu 

9. 

„  P.  K  Narayana  Piliai. 

Piliai. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost. 

The  Council  rose  at  5  p.  m.  :■ 

S.  PARAMESYARA  AIYAR, 
Secretary  to  the  Legislative,  Council* 
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Thursday  the  12th  June,  1924. 


The  Council  met  again  in  the  Victoria  Jubilee  Town  Hall  at 
Eleven  Thirty-nine  of  -the  Clock  with  the  President  in  the  Chair. 

QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 


\Order  made  by  the  President  under  Standing  Order  No.  12 — 

Cl)  Printed  copies  of  the  questions  and  answers  to  ha  put  and  given  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  shall  be  placed  on  the  Council  table  15  minutes  before  the  President  takeg 
his  seat. 

(2)  The  questions  shall  bo  put  and  answered  in  the  following  manner :  - 
The  Secretary  shall  call  the  name  of  each  interpellate  in  serial  order,  specify  the 
serial  number  of  his  questions  and  make  a  sufficient  pause  to  allow  him  a  reasonable 
•opportunity  of  rising  in  his  place,  if  he  is  desirous  of  asking  a  supplementary  question. 
Supplementary  questions  must  be  put  immediately  after  the  principal  questions  to  which 
they  relate.] 

Buildings  T alien  on  Bent  by  the  Government. 

351.  Mr.  V.  KUNJUKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( ChirayinUl )  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  list  of  buildings  in  the 
town  of  Trivandrum  for  which  rent  is  being  paid  by  the  Government, 
stating  the  name  of  the  owner,  the  annual  rent  and  the  name  and  loca¬ 
tion  of  each  building  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
The  list  *asked  for  by  the  member  is  laid  on  the  table. 

Shertallai  Canal. 

352.  Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  Will  the  Government 

be  pleased  to  state :  . 

(a)  the  length  of  the  Shertallai  canal  and  the  roads  connected 

with  it  already  opened,  at  the  v  Alleppey  and  Shertallai  ends,  and  the 
total  cost  of  the  same ;  ,  i 

(b)  the  amount  paid  for  acquiring  the  land  through  which  the 
canal  is  to  run; 

(c)  whether  there  is  a  broad  sandy  path,-  opened  as  a  famine 
relief  work,  sometime  ago,  running  from  Alleppey  to  Shertallai  ; 

,(d)  whether  the  whole  or  a  portion,  of  the  canal  cannot  be  taken 
along  this  sandy  pathway ;  '  ;  .  •- 

®ykh  appendix  I- paee  1207-  . 
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(e)  whether  it  is  true  that  the  route  marked  out  for  the  canal  is 
mostly  through  uninhabited  areas ; 

(/)  whether  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  construct  high  bridges 
across  the  canai  to  allow  steam  and  motor  boats  to  pass  under,  and 
whether  such  high  bridges  will  not  prevent  wheeled  traffic  from  one  side 
of  the  canal  to  the  other ; 

(<7)  whether  there  is  a  low-lying  ground  in  the  western  part  of 
the  taluk  running  through  the  inhabited  portions  of  the  .taluk  with  a 
string  of  pools  and  ponds  through  which  the  canal  could  be  constructed 
much  more  easily  and  with  greater  advantage  to  the  people  and  much 
less  expenditure ; 

( h )  whether  any  damage  was  caused  to  the  canal  by  floods  and 

the  cyclone,  and,  if  so,  what  amount  has  been  spent  in  repairing  the 
damages ;  -  - 

( i )  the  cost  per  mile  of  road  that  is  being  constructed  by  the 
•  side  of  the  canal ; 

(j)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  a  road  is  being  constructed  oris 
proposed  ,  to  be  constructed  on  each  side  of  the  canal ; 

(7c)  what  necessity  there  is  to  construct  both  a  canal  and  one  or 
two  roads  on  its  side  or  sides.; 

.  (7)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  eocoanut  cultivation  has  suffered 
by  the  opening  of  the  canal ;  * 

;/  .  (m)  whether  the  canal  will  not  increase  the  breeding  area  for  the' 

mosquito; 

,(n)  the  reasons  which  weighed  with  the  Government  for  aban¬ 
doning  or  delaying  the  construction  of  the  canal  a  few  years  ago ;  and 

(o)  whether  it  is  true  that  Mr.  Bastow  or  any  other  Chief  Engi¬ 
neer  was  against  the  . opening  of  .  the  canal  ? 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'. 

(«)  The  length  of  the  canal  already  opened  is  about  3£  miles,  2| 
miles  at  the  Alleppey  end  and  a  mile  at  the  Shectallai  end.  ~  The  total 
length  of  road  opened  is  a  mile  and  it  runs  on  the  west  hank  of  the  canal 
at  Alleppey  end.  The  total  cost  of  the  project  up  to  the  end  of  Kanni 
1099  is  Bs.  5,07,000. 

(Z>)  Its.  2,57,240. 

(e)  There  is  a  sandy  path,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  it  was 
opened  as  a  famine  relief  work  or  not. 

(d)  It  is  not  expedient  to  do  so,  the  land  along  the  pathway 
being  comparatively  high  and  the  present  alignment  of  the  canal  being 
the  best  in  point  of  cost  of  cutting. 
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(e)  It  is  not  true  that  the  route  of  the  canal  runs  through  tin- 

inhabited  areas.  ,  ,  , 

(f)  The  height  of  the  bank  varies  from  ten  to  twenty  feet. 

The  question  of  constructing  bridges  to  admit  of  steam  “d  motor  boats 
passing  under  will  not  arise  for  many  years  to  come  and  its  consideia- 
feion  is  premature.  T  . 

(n)  There  is  low-lying  land  at  the  western  margin  of  the  taluk. 

Tt  will  not  serve  the  purpose  of  the  canal  so  well  as  the  piesent  align 
melt  which  lies  in  the  direct  line  of  communication  from  Alleppey  to 

:  Qhertallai  and  is  midway  between  the  sea  and  the  backwatei.  _ 

(A)  Some  damages  were  caused  in  1097. 

at  a  cost  of  Es.  1,800.  There  were  slight  damages  m  1098  also.  T  , 

repair  of  these  damages  would  cost  below  Bs.  1,000.  „ 

(i)  Es.  24,000  for  the  first  mile.  Beyond  it,  the  cost  would  be 

leSS‘  (j)  It  is  proposed  to  construct  a  road  on  one  bank  of  the  canal 

^  (k)  To  get  the  full-  benefit  of  the.  canal,  a  eatable  road  at 

least  on  one  bank  is  necessary. ' 

( l )  Government  have  no  information. 

.<»>  *?■ 

Sl  S  be  Shbject  to  ft.  tides  aad  the  Jew  of  .torn 

*  Watei-‘  M  The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  interpellation 
.No  54,°page  ^.hf  No.  5, .  YbL  I,  of  the  Council  Proceeding, 

(!)  The  opinion  of  the  majority  of  engineering  officers  is  in 
favour  of  the  work.  - 

■  “v- 

S"“7,000.P‘WM  till  te  the  total  estimated  "cost  to  complete  the 

R  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
»  ieSpSe  oowwhat  the  total  oos.  WOh.d  he. 

Mr.  a.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Has  any  estimate  been 

prepared?  PILLAI /Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  I 

«* 

leneth  of  the  canal.  ,  ,  ,, 

.  s'm».  a.  & 

a”tog 

li“L.  B. 

]  I  Should  like  to  know  which  is  the  tamme 
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Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated, ) ;  My  information  is  that 
the  sandy  path  was  made  during  famine  time. 

Mu.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ); 
Government  have  no  information  on  that  point. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  With  reference  to  part  (e)t 
is  it  not  true  that  the  route  of  the  canal  runs  through  uninhabited 
pla'ees?  Does  it  not  ran  mostly  through  uninhabited  areas? 

Mb.  R.-  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
There  are  inhabited  areas  along  the  route  chosen. 

Mb.  A-  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Is  it  not  true  that  the  route 
of  the,  canal  runs  through  uninhabited  areas  ?  I  simply  want  to  know 
whether  a  large  portion  of  the  canal  runs  through  inhabited  or  uninha¬ 
bited  areas.  . 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 
It  runs  through  uninhabited  areas  .also.  ,  • 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  In  part  (to)  of  my  question 
I  have  asked  whether  the  canal  would  not  increase  the  breeding  area 
for  the  mosquito.  May  I  know  whether  it  is  so  ? 

v  Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
The  answer  is  there. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  It  is  stated  in  answer  to 
part  (to)  “If  anything,  the'-’ canal  will  lessen  the  chances  of  mosquito¬ 
breeding,  because  the  country  will  be  better  drained  and  the  water  in 
the  canal  will  be  subject -to  the  tides  and  the  flow  of  stormwater.” 
,.i  Are  the  Government  aware  that  soaking  of  husks  is  carried  on.  in  al¬ 
most  all  the  tanks  in  nearly  all  the  compounds  in  Shertallai  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
No. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated).:  Are  the  Government  aware 
;  that  the  water  of  these  tanks  is  rendered  absolutely  poisonous  and.  is 
becoming  the  breeding  place  for  mosquitos  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  It  has.  absolutely  no  connection  with,  the  question., 

.  Mr,.  A.  HOOGEWERF.  (Nominated)  :  There  is  connection  bet¬ 
ween  the  two  questions.  It  is  stated  there  that  the  canal  will  serve,  as 
a. drainage.  ■  It  is  with  reference  to  that  that  I  am  asking  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  whether  they  are  aware  that  large  quantities  of  husks  are  being 
soaked  in  all  the  tanks  in  nearly  all  the  compounds  at  Shertallai  and 
that  the  water  is  becoming  the  breeding  place  for  mosquitos  and  how 
thi&icanal  -will  drain,  away  thousands  and  thousands  of  tanks,  in  Shertallai. 

PRESIDENT :  It  is  merely  surface  flow.  t 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  It  is  stated  as  answer  to 
part  (o)  of  my  question  that  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  engineering 
officers  is  in  favour  of  the- work  What  are  thq  opinions  of- Messrs. 
Bastow  and  Jacob  ?  ■  . 
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Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
Mr.  Bastow’s  opinion  was  that  a  very  careful  study  of  the  problem 
should  be  made  before  proceeding  further.  That  was  the  opinion  re¬ 
corded  in  1915. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) ;  In  reply  to  my  question  as 
to  what  necessity  there  is  to  construct  both  a  canal  and  one  or  two 
roads  on  its  side,  it  is  stated  that,  to  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  canal, 
a  cartable  road  at  least  on  one  bank  is  necessary. 

PRESIDENT  :  Which  part  of  the  answer  are  you  referring  to  ? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  Part  ( k ).  It  is  stated  there, 
‘To  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  canal  a  cartable  road  at  least  on  one  bank 
is  necessary.”  May  I  know  whether  instead  of  having  a  canal  and  a 
road'  on  one  of  its  banks,  a  road  alone  would  not  be  sufficient  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
We  have  come  to  part  (o)  of  the  question.  Is  he  justified  in  going 
back  to  part  (k)  ?  . 

PRESIDENT:  The  supplementary  question  relates  to  the.  same 
question.  There  is  therefore  no  harm  in  going  back. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated).:  By  having  one  cart,  road 
and  without  having  approach  roads,  of  what  use  will  the  canal  and  the 
road  be?  s 

PRESIDENT :  The  approach  road  will  come  later  on. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated)  :  May  I  know  whether  large 
launches  can  ply  through  this  canal  ?  - 

PRESIDENT:  How  does  it  arise?  Which  part  of  the  answer 
are:  you  referring  to  ? 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated)  :  I  am  referring  to  all  the 
answers. 

PRESIDENT  :  You  must  refer  to  a  definite  part  of  the  answer 
and  then  put  the  supplementary  question. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated) :  My  question  relates  to 
part  (k),  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  canal.  I  wish  to  know  whether  large 

launches  will  be  able  to  ply  through  this  canal. 

PRESIDENT  :  That  does  not  arise  out  of  the  answer. 

MR.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated) :  Are  the  Government  aware 
that  large  are  not  likely  to  ply  through  this  canal  ? 

PRESIDENT:  How  does  it  arise  out  of  the  answer?  The 
answer  says :  “To  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  canal,  a  cartable  road  at 
least  on  one  bank  is  necessary.” 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated )  :  The  whole  of  my  question 
deals  ivith  the  necessity  of  the  canal— whether  we  want  it  or  not. 

PRESIDENT:  That  may  be.  That  is  a  different  matter.  How. 
does  your  question  arise  from  the  answer? 


1166  TRAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.  [12TH  JUNE  1924. 

[Mr.  A  Hoogewerf.] 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF :  ( 'Nominated ):  It  arises,  considering 
the  whole  question. 

Are  the  Government  aware  that  the  cocoanut  plantations  on  both 
sides  of  the  canal  are  suffering  owing  to  the  opening  of  the  canal? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 
The  answer  is  in  part  (l). 

'  Mr.  A.  HOOGE  WERF  (Nominated)  -.  Are  the  Government  aware 
that  for  half  a  mile  and  more  from  the  vallakkadavu  to  the  Karamanai 
river  the  cocoanut  plantations  on  both  sides  of  the  canal  are  suffering  on 
account  of  the  opening  of  that  canal  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Okie/  Secretary  to  Government)-. 
Government  have  no  information. 

Agricultural  Loans. 

353.  Mr.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eraniel  cum  Vilavanhod) :  (a)  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement  showing  the 
particulars  mentioned  below,  regarding  the  grant  of  loans  under  the 
Agricultural  Loans  Regulation :  - 

(i)  the  names  of  persons  who  applied  for  loans  of  Rs.  1,000  and 
-more  from  1096  to  the  end  of  1098  as  well  as  the  amounts  of  such 
loans; 

:  (ii)  the  names  of  the  persons  who,  among  the  applicants,  were 
granted  loans  and  the  amounts  of  the  loans  so  granted  ;  and 

(hi)  the  purpose  for  which  the  loan  was  Obtained  in  each  case? 

(6)  Have  those  amounts  been  utilised  for  the  purpose  mentioned 
at,  the  time  when  the  loans  were  applied  for  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  (i),  (ii),  (iii)  and  (1)  The  information  required  by  the  mem¬ 
ber  is  available  for  his  perusal  in  .  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Legislative- Council.  ; 

,  Applications  for  Agricultural  Loams. 

354.  Mr,  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Parw> •):  Will 
■the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  number  of  applications  for 
agricultural  loans  in  1098  and  up  to  the  beginning  of  Dhanu,  1099, 
the  names,  of  the  applicants,  the  amounts  applied  for  and  the  result  of 
such  applications  in.  each  case,' as  also  the  reasons  for  the  delay,  if  any, 
in  the  disposal  of  the  applications,  in  1099  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  ■  to  Government ) : 
The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  question  No.  353. 

Revenue  of  the  State  and.  Expenditure  on  Salaries  and  Pension.  " 

355.  Mr.  M.  K.  KHADIR  PILLAI  (Nominated) :  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  statement  showing  the  following 
particulars : 
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(а)  the  annual  gross  income  of  the  State  in  the  years  1060,  1070 
1080,  1090,  1096, 1096,  1097  and  1098  M.  e.  ; 

(б)  the  total  amount  spent  on  salaries  to  the  whole  establishment 
of  the  State  in  the  years  1060,  1070,  1080, 1090,  1095,  1096,  1097  and 
1098  m.  e.  ; 

(c)  the  total  amount  spent  as  pension  and  bonus  to  the  retired 
officers  and  servants  of  the  State  in  the  years  1060,  1070,  1080,  1090, 

1095,  1096, 1097  and  1098  it.  e.  ; 

id)  the  total  number  of  officers  drawing  a  monthly  pay  of  rupees 
100  and  above,  200  and  above,  300  and  above,  400  and  above,  500  and 
above  and  800  and  above  in  the  years  1060.  1070.  1080,  1090,  1095, 

1096,  1097  and  1098  m.  e.  ;  and 

,  ( e )  the  total  number  of  retired  officers  drawing  a  monthly  pen¬ 
sion  of  Rs.  50  and  above,  100  and  above,  150  and  above,  2C0  and  above, 
250  and  above  and  400  and  above  in  the  years  1060,  1070,  1080,  1090, 
1095,  1096,  1097  and  1098  m.  e.  ? 

Ms.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government ) :  The 
Government  do  not.  propose  to  .  collect  the  statistics  required  by  the 
member,  as  the  time  and  labour  involved  in  such  collection  are,  in  their 
opinion,  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  utility. 

Oastewar  Statement  of  I".  S.  L.  G.  Holders  in 
Government  Service. 

356.  Mb,  C.  RAMANKUNJU  (Nominated) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  castewai  ,  statement  of  Vernacular 
School  Leaving  Certificate  holders  recruited  to  the  Government 
service,  permanent  and  temporary,  during  1097  and  1098? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to. Government) :  The 
statement*  required  by  the  member,  so  far  as  1097  is  concerned,  i  slaid 
on  the  table.  Information  for  1098  m.  e.  has  been  called  for. 

...  Report  on  the  present  Condition  of  the  Fisher  folk. 

357-  Mb.  C.  RAMANKUNJU  (Nominated):  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased to  call  for  and  place  on  the  table  a  short  report  from 
the  Director  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  on  the  present  condition 
of  the  fisherfolk  and  their  industry,  the  possibilities  of  then  improve¬ 
ment  and  the  immediate  steps  to  be  taken  in  that  direction  ? 

Me.  S.. PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  {.Secretary  to  Government):  A 
report  will  be  called  for  and  it  will  be  laid  on  the  table  when  received.. 

Special  Remuneration  to  Sirkar  Vakils. 

358.  Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum)  :  Will  the  Government  be 

pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  statement  showing : 

,  .  (a)  the  names  of  Sirkar  Vakils  who  were  given  special  remunera¬ 

tion.  over  and  above  their  pay  for  conducting  Sirkar  cases  and  the 
amount  given  to  each  of  them  during  the  last  ten  years ; 

*yi<U  appendix  II— page  1208. 
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{b)  the  number  of  cases  so  conducted  by  each  of  them ; 

(o)  the  amount  given  in  each  case  with  the  year  olpayment;  and 
\d)  the  reasons  for  such  .special  remuneration? 

Mb.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-, 
{a),  (b)  and  (c)  A  statement*  giving  the  .required  information  is 
laid  on  the  table. 

(d)  Special  fees  were  paid,  as  the  officers  concerned  were  called' 
upon  to  do  work  other  or  more  onerous  thantheir  ordinary  work. 

Muvattupuzha-Kariyar  Canal. 

359.  Mb  N.  EAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  {Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur)  ■ 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state ; 

(a)  whether  they  are  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  canal  which 
starts  from  the  Muvattupuzha  frontier,  and  passing  through  the  villages 
of  Kattampakkal  and  Kadutturutti,  joins  the  Kariyar ; 

(b)  whether  they  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  this  canal  has  been 
blocked'  up  at  Edattumkadavu  in  the  Kadutturutti.  pakuthi  and  that 
thereby  great  damage  is  being  done  to  cultivation  in  the  locality ;  and 

(e)  whether  they  will  instruct  the  Public  Works  Department  to 
remove  the  obstruction  and  save  the  agricultural  population  of  the  ad¬ 
joining  villages  ? 

,  Mb.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 

( a )  Yes. 

(b)  Yes. 

■  (c)  The  Chief  Engineer  is  doing  the  needful  in  the  matter. 

;  Mb.  N.  EAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  (Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur)-. 
May  I  know,  Sir,  whether  any  estimate  will  be  prepared  and  whether 
the  work  will  be  executed  next  year  at  least? 

Mb.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  matter,  is  under  investigation..  The  question  of  providing  for 
the  work  in  the  next  year’s  budget  will  be  considered  during  the 
budget  time. 

Mb.  N.  EAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  {Vaikam.  cum  Ettumanur)  -, 

I  wish  to  know  whether  any  estimate  will  be  prepared  and  whether 
the  work  will  be  executed  ah  least  next  .year- 

Mb.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
That  can  be  decided  only  after  the  investigation  is  over.  ■  ' 

Statement  of  Applications  and ,  Appointments in  the 
,  ■  Excise  Department. 

360.  Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  {Kottarakara  cum 
Kunnattur) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table 
a  list  of  applicants  for  appointment  as  Petty.  Officers,  Sub-Inspectors  and 
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Inspectors  in  the  Excise  Department  during  the  years  1097.  1098  and 
1099,  as  also  a  castewar  list  of  the  appointments  made  during  the  above 
period  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVAEA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 
The  lists*  asked  for  are  laid  on  the  table. 

Castewar  Statement  of  Appointments  in  the  Revenue  Department. 

361.  Mb-  N.  KUMARAN  ( Nominated ):  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  castewar  statement  showing  the 
appointments  made  in  the  superior  and  inferior  grades  of  services  in  the 
Revenue  Department  from  the  date  of  its  separation  from  the  Devaswom 
Department  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  The 
information  required  by  the  member  is  given  below : — 

Name  of  Community.  No.  of  appointments. 

Superior.  Inferior.  Total. 

Brahmins  ...  15  1  16 

Nayars  ...  71  '02  163  . 

Other  caste-Hind us  ...  12  5  17 

Ezhavas  ...  3  ...  3 

Christians  ...  13  7  20 

Mahomedans  ...  1  ...  1 

Total  ...  115.  105  220 

Contracts  for  Supply  of  Timber. 

362.  Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Neclumangucl) ; 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(1)  whether  there^s  a  rule  prohibiting  the  grant  of  the  supply 
contract  for  timber  to  those  who  are  either  dealers  in  timber  or  those 
whose  relations  or  dependents  are  dealers  in  timber ;  and’ 

(2)  whether  supply  contracts  have  been  given  to  the  above- 
mentioned  class  of  people ;  and  if  the  answer  is  in  the  affirmative,  the 
names  of  such  contractors  ? 

Mb.  S.  PAEAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ):. 

(1)  and  (2)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  lanswer  to  [question 

No.  2281 

Appointments  in  the  Revenue  Department  since  the  Separation 
■  of  Devaswoms. 

3G3.  Me.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  {Muvattiipuzha ) ;  (a)  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  permanent  as 
well  as  acting  appointments  carrying  a  pay  of  Rs.  15  and  above  have  been 
inade  in  the  Revenue  Department  after  the  separation  of  Devaswoms 
from  the  Revenue  Department,  and  how  many  are  held  by  Brahmins, 
Nayars,  Roman  Catholic  Christians,  other  Christians,  Ezhavas  and  Ma- 
-  homedans  2 

*j  Vide  appendix  IV— page  1212. 
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(b)  How  many  Roman  Catholic  Christians,  Ezhavas  and  Maho. 
medans  are  holding  offices  in  tfee  Revenue  Department  at  present  ? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-, 
( a )  The  information  required  by  the  member  is  given  below : — 


Name  of  community.  . 

Permanent. 

Acting. 

Total, 

Brahmins  ■ 

4 

29 

33 

Nayars 

12 

123 

135 

Catholic  Christians 

1 

4 

5 

Other  Christians 

2 

11 

13 

Ezhavas 

1 

5 

6 

Mahomedans  •••  . 

6 

6 

Total . 

"20 

178 

198 

(6)  The  information  required  by  the  member  is  given  below 
Name  of  community.  No,  of  appointments. 

Catholic  Christians  ....  21 

Ezhavas  •••  ^ 

Mahomedans  18  . 

Total......  56 

Information  re.  certain  Excise  Officers. 

364.  Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eraniel  cum  Vilamnkod) :  Wit 
regard  to  the  following  subordinates  of  the  Excise  Department,  vis.,  ■. 

1.  P.  N.  NilakantaPillai  5.  C.  N.  D’Lemos 

2.  E.  Gomez  •  6.  Kr-Kesavan 

3.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  7.  &  MadhaVan 

4.  N.  K.  Gopalan  Nair.  8.  E.  A.  Padmanabhan 

9.  M.  Velayudha  Panikkar 


(a)  the  office  held  and  service  put  in  by  each  of  these  persons  at 
the  time  of  the  reorganisation  of  the  Excise  Department1; 

(b)  the  examination  qualification  of  each  of  them ; 

(e)  the  special  qualification  of  each  of  them  on  appointment  as 
Sub-lhspector ;  ' 

(cZ)  whether  there  were  other  persons  in  the  <  department  who 
had  put  in  longer  service  and  had  .  better  qualifications,  experience  and 
ability  than  these ;  and 

(e)  the  reason- for  not  appointing  suck  persons? 

Me.  S.  PAR  AMES  VAR  A  A11TAR  (Secretary  to  Government) ! 
(a),  \b)  and  IcX  A  statement*  giving  the  information  required  by 
the  member  is  laid  on  the  table. 
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(d)  and  (e)  There  were  men  of  longer  service  in  the  department, 
but  the  Excise  Commissioner  reports  that  all  those  who  were  fit  to  be 
appointed  as  Sub-Inspectors  were  so  appointed  by  him  and  that  those 
who  were  denied  promotion  were  men  who  were  either  physically  unfit, 
wanting  in  educational  qualification  or  unwilling  to  go  out  as  Sub- 
Inspectors.  Government  have  examined  the  papers  relating  to  these 
appointments  and  have  found  no  reasons  for  interfering  with  the  action 
taken  by  the  Excise  Commissioner. 

Circuit  work  of  certain  Officers. 

365.  Mb.  A,  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state : 

(a)  the  number  of  days  the  Director  of  Agriculture,  the  Director 
of  Industries,  the  Darbar  Physician,  and  the  Revenue,  Police  and  Excise 
Commissioners  have  been  on  circuit,  during  the  six  months  ending  Vris- 
chikam,  1099 ; 

(6)  the  number  of  days  in  which  halts  were  made  ana  the  number 
of  institutions  inspected  by  each  officer  in  each  station;  and 

(c)  the  travelling  allowance  drawn  by  each  officer  during  this 
period  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
Government  do  not  propose  to  call  for  the  information,  as  the  time  and 
labour  involved  in  its  collection  are,  in  their  opinion,  out  of  proportion 
to  its  utility.  .  '< 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) Is  it  not  possible  to  get 
the  information  from  the  diaries'of  the  officers  in  the  Huzur  Cutcherry 
and  the  Account  Office  ?  Cannot  this  information  be  easily  obtained  by 
examining  those  diaries  ?  * 

Mb.  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)', 
That  is  not  easy. 

Mr.  W.  J.Cleur,  Customs  House  Inspector,  Alleppey. 

366.  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated):  (a)  Are  the  Govern¬ 
ment  aware  of  the  fact  that  First  Grade  Inspector  Mr.  W.  J. 
Cleur  is  a  native  of  Alleppey,  that  he  is  a  cousin  of  the  present  Excise 
Commissioner,  and  that  he  waS  put  in  charge  of  the  Alleppey  Customs 
House,  soon  after  Mr.  Van  Ross  was  appointed  Excise  Commissioner, 
and  that  he  continues  there  still  ? 

(b)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  special  reasons, 
if  any,  for  retaining  Mr.  Cleur  for  such  along  period  in  that  .institution  ? 

(c)  Are  the  Government  aware  of  the  many  complaints  against 
Mr.  Cleur  from  the  merchants  and  others  of  Alleppey  and  other  places  ? 
If  they  are  not  aware,  will  they  be  pleased  to  make  enquiries  ? 

(d)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  the  late  Excise  Commissioner 
Mr.  N.  Hainan  Pillai,  recorded  his  opinion  and  reported  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  that  Mr.  Cleur' was  unfit  to  be  in  charge  of  a  Customs  House,  and 
that  he  was  reduced  by  one  step  for  some  official  irregularities  committed 
by  him  while  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Quilon  Port  Salt  Depot  ? 
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'  Mb.  S-  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government )• 

(a)  Mr;  W.  J.  Cleur  is  not  a  native  6f  Alleppey.  He  is  reported 
to  be  a  cousin  of  Mr.  Van  Ross.  He  was  put  in  charge  of  the  Alleppey 
Customs  House  after  Mr.  Van  Ross,  was  appointed.  Excise  Commis¬ 
sioner,  He  continued  there  till  Kumbham,  1099,  when  he  went  on  leave, 

(b)  There  were  no  special  reasons. 

(c)  and  {cl)  The  answers  are  in  the  negative. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) Are  the  Government 
aware  that  Mr.  Cleur’s  family  house  is  at  Alleppey  ? 

*  Mb.  S.  PaRAMESVARA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government)-, 

Government  have  no  information. 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated) :  How  long  has  he  been 

there  ? 

:  Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Seereta-iy  to  Government ); 
Mr.  Cleur  was  posted  to  the  Alleppey  Customs  House  on  the  ISthEda- 
vami  1095,  and. till  Kuinbhom,  3099,  h°  was  there,  when  he  went  on 
leave. 

'  MB.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated) ;  Has  he  been  transferred 
since  he  went  on  leave  ?  .  ' 

'  MB.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government):  .Me 
has  not.  yet  been  transferred  ;  but  the  question  of .  liis  transfer  is  under 
the  consideration  of  Government. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated). :  Are  the  Government 
aware  that  every  Inspector  in  the  Excise  Department  during  the  last 
four  years,,  after  the.  present  Excise  Commissioner  took  charge  of  the 
department,  has  been  once  and  twice  and  several  times  transferred  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government): 
Government  know  that  a  large  number  of  Inspectors  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  ;  but  they  do  hot  know  whether  ailofthem  except  Mr.  Cleur  have 
'been  transferred.  ;  . 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated)  :  .  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  make  an  enquiry  in  the  matter  ? 

Mb.-  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government): 
Yes,  if  the  member  so.  desires-  . 

,  Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated)  :  Is  it  . not  a  fact  that  there 
have  been,  complaints  against  Mr.  Cleur’s  short  levy,  of  duty  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government):: 
There  has  been  correspondence  in  the  matter. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  {Nominated)  :  What  action  is-  being 
taken  in  the  matter  ?  ;  , . 

.  .  Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  ■  ( Secretary  to  Government ) :  The 
.  clatter  is  being  pursued.  '  . 
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Goods  imported  for  Government  Purposes. 

.  367.  Me.  M.  B.  MADHAVA  VABIAB  ( Ghenganwr  cum  Pat- 
tanamtitta) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  furnish  a  state¬ 
ment  showing  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  articles  purchased  for 
the  State  in  1096, 1097  and  1098  from  outside  Travancore  and  outside 
India? 

Me.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  member  is  referred  to  pages  160, 160  and  126  of  the  Statistics  of 
Travancore  for  1096,1097  and  1098  respectively. 

Adirapalli  Scheme, 

368.  Me.  A.  GO' VINDA  MENON  (A  langacl  cum  Pamr) :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state : 

(а)  what  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  executioh  of  the 
irrigation  project  known  as  the  Adirapalli  Project ;  and 

(б)  whether  they  will  place  on  the  table  all  papers  in  connection 
with  that  project  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Seeretari J  to  Government ) : 

(a)  The  matter  is  still  under  correspondence  with  the  Cochin 
Government. 

(b)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Standing  Committee  for  the  Development  of  Ayurveda. 

369.  Mb.  L.  R.  RAJARAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Eda- 

vakad) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  competent 
advisory  committee  to  suggest  suitable  measures  in  regard  to  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  system  of  Ayurveda  •  in  Travancore,  as  also  a  small 
standing  committee  of  two  or  three  honorary  members  to  inspect, 
in  detail,  the  working  of  the  Ayurveda  Pharmacy  and  the  Ayurveda 
College?  ; 

.  Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
The  answer  is  in  the  negative.  ■■ 

■'  Roads  round  theVaikamTemple. 

370.  Mb.  JOSEPH  PAN JIK ARAN  AShertallai):  (a)  Have  the 
Government  put  up  any  boards  on  the  public  roads  surrounding  the 
outer  walls  of  the  Vaikam  temple,  prohibiting  the  public  or  any  section 
of  the  public  from  using  those  roads  ? 

(Zj)  When  were  those  boards  put  up  ? 

(C)  Were  those  boards  put  up  under  the  orders  :  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ?  ,  ’ 

(d)  Is  there  any  law  which  authorises  the  Government  to  put 
up  such  boards  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

■  (a)  Notice  boards  of  the  kind  referred  to  have  been  put  up.  on 

'  the  approach  roads  to  the  Yaikam  temple  to  enable  fhe  public  to  know 
yyhere  the  sanketam,  limits  begin.  '  ;  . 
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(6)  The  exact  date  is  not  known ;  but  they  appear  to  have  been 
put  up  long  ago. 

(c)  Government  are  unable  to  trace  any  G.  0.,  but  it  may  be 
assumed  that  they  were  put  up  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Government. 

(d)  There  is  no  statutory  law;  but  the  Government  have  the 

inherent  power  to  notify,  by  means  of  notice  boards,  sanketam  limits 
according;  to  usage  and  custom.  ■ 

Roads  not  open  to  all  Glauses, 

371.  Mr-  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Vaikam  cum  Ettummnr) : 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  say  : 

(a)  whether  there  are  any  roads  in  this  State  which  are  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Government  and  which  are  not  accessible  to  all  classes  of 
His  Highness  the,  Maha  Raja’s  subjects  ; 

ib)  if  there  are  any  such  roads,  whether  a  list  of  such  roads  will 
be  laid  on  the  table  ; 

(a)  whether  they  are  aware  that  notice  boards  have  been  put  up 
on  the  roads  leading  to  the  Vaikam  temple  prohibiting  the  use  of  these 
roads  by  all  classes  of  people ;  and 

id)  whether  these  roads  are  not  maintained  by  the  Government.? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) ; 

(a)  Yes, 

(b)  A  list  of  such  roads  has  been  called  for  and  it  will  be  laid  on 
the  table  when  received. 

.  (c)  Yes- 

((f)  Information,  will  be  called  for, 

Roads  not  open  to  all  Glasses. 

372.  Mr.  N.  KUMARAN  ( Nominated ):  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  list  of  roads  in  Travanco re  which 
are  maintained  by.  the  State,  but  through  which  all  classes  of  the 
subjects  of  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja  are  not  allowed  to  pass  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  .PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'. 

The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  part  (b)  of  question 
No.  371. 

Vaikam  Satyagraha  Movement. 

373.  Mr.  V.  KUN.JUKRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chirayinkil)  :  (a)  How 

much  money  has  been  spent  by  the  Government  in  connection  with 
the  prevention  of  the  Satyagraha  movement  at  Vaikam  ?  . 

( b )  Who  are  tlie  persons  arrested  and  punished  in  connection 
with  tlie  Satyagraha  movement  at- Vaikam,  and  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  offence  and  punishment  .in  each  case  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHbTA  PILLAI  [Chief  Secretary  to  Government)', 

( а )  Information  will  be  called  for. 

(б)  A  statement*  giving  the  information  required  by  the  member 
is  laid  on  the  table. 
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Expenditure  on  account  of  Vaikam  Satyagraha. 

374.  Mr.  K  PARAMESVARAN  PJLLAI  (Tiruvalla):  [a)  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  detailed  statement 
showing  the  expenditure  incurred  up  to  date  by  them  in  connection  with 
the  Satyagraha  movement  at  Vaikam  ? 

(b)  Ifnot,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  total 
amount  of  the  expenditure  incurred  up  to  date  in  connection  with  the 
movement  ? 

(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  this  ex¬ 
penditure  is  to  be  charged  to  the  general  revenues  or  to  any  particular 
fund,  and  if  the  latter,  to  which  fund  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  and  (b)  Information  will  be  called  for. 

(c)  The  question  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

Vaikam  Satyagraha. 

375.  Mr.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY (Ghanganachery  cum  Minachil ):  (a)  Is 
the  road  round  the  Vaikam  temple  a  public  road? 

(b)  In  view  of  the  strong  public  opinion  in  and  outside  Travan- 
core,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  cannot  find 
their  way  to  solve  this  difficult  problem  by  making  some  timely  con¬ 
cession  at  least  in  favour  of  those  classes  whose  distance  of  pollution, 
according  to  conservative  and  orthodox  opinion,  is  but  nominal  and 
small  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  and  (6)  These  questions  are  covered  by  a  resolution  whi ch  has 
been  balloted  for  discussion  at  this  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Attitude  of  Government  regarding  the  Claim  of  Non-caste  ■ 

■  Hindus  at  Vaikam. 

376.  Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla):  (a)  Will 

the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  exactly  is  the  position  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  the  claim  of  the  non-caste  Hindus  to  use  the 
roads  round  the  Vaikam  temple?  s 

'  -  (5)  Do  the  Government  recognise  untouchability  and  unapproach- 

ability? 

1  (e)  If  the-  Government  think  that  the  claim  is  just,  will  they  be 
pleased  to  state  why  they  do  not  take  steps  to  protect  it  instead  of 
obstructing  it? 

(d)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  grounds  oh  Which 
they  have  taken  the -present  attitude  in  regard  to  the  matter? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  ; 

(a)  to  (d)  The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  question 
No.  375..  . 

Mr.  K.  PAR  AMES  A  VRAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ):  Will  Mr. 
Krishna  Pillai’ be  pleased  to  state  how  the  answer  to  my  question  is 
covered,  by  the  resolution  tabled  by  Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai  ? 
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Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) ; 
The  ruling  of  the  President  cannot  be  questioned. 

PEES1DENT  :  T  do  not  think  there  is  any  ruling  in  the  matter. 

Mb.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) 

Mr.  M.  N.  Pillai’s  resolution  is:  “This  Council  recommends  to  the 
Government  that  the  roads  surrounding  the  temple  wall  at  Vaikam 
be  thrown  open  to  all  people  irrespective  of  caste.”  The  position  of  the 
Government  will  be  explained  during  the  discussion  of  that  resolution. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  Have,  the 
Government  taken  any  action  in  this  matter  till  now  ? 

Me.  R.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  In 
regard  to  what  matter  V 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  In  regard  to  • 
the  prohibition  of  non-caste  Hindus  from  passing  through  the  roads 
round  the  Vaikam  temple,  have  the  Government  already  taken  any 
action? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):  I 
should  like  to  know  what  sort  of  action  he  means. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (  Tiruvalla)  :  Any  action 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  non-caste  Hindus  from  walking  along  the 
roads  round  the  Vaikam  temple  wall. 

Mb.  R.  KBISHNi  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  i 
The  District  Magistrate  has  issued  an  order  prohibiting  certain  classes 
of  people  from  walking  along  those  roads.  That  is  the  action  taken  by 
the  District  Magistrate  and  not  by  the  Government. 

.  Mb.  K.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  C Tiruvalla ):  Have  the 
Government  issued  any  order  in  regard  to  that  matter  ? 

Mb.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  [Chief  Secretary  to  Government ); 
Government  have  ratified  the  order  of  the  District  Magistrate. 

-  Mb,  K.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla )  :  May  I  know 
the  grounds  on  which  the  Government  have  taken  the  present  attitude? 

Mr.  E.  KEISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) ;  - 
During  question  time  it  is  not  possible  to  discuss  the  grounds  on  which 
action  has  been  taken  by  .the  Government. 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  ‘  The  answer 
given  is  :  “These  questions  are  covered  by  a  resolution  which:  has  been 
balloted  for  discussion  at  this  meeting  of  the  Council,”  I  submit  that 
my  question  is  not  connected  with  this  resolution. 

PRESIDENT  :  I  think  it  is  covered  by  the  resolution.  • 

.  Me.  K.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ):  It  may  b6_ 
covered.  May  I  know  the  grounds  for  the  present  action  taken  by  the  “ 
Government 


QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWEBS. 


1177 


Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) :  As 
already  stated  by  me, question  time  is  not  the  occasion  for  discussing  the 
grounds. 

PRESIDENT:  You  may  ask  for  additional  information  during 
question  time.  That  is  what  Mr.  Krishna  Pillai  says. 

Mb'.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirumlla ) :  Is  that  the  rule  ? 

PRESIDENT:  I  suppose  that  is  what  generally  applies  to  ques¬ 
tions. 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
Standing  Order  No.  36  says— 

“No  discussion  shall  be  permitted  in  respect  of  any  (mention  or  of  an  answer  given  to 
any  question.” 

Me.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla )  :  I  am  not  dis¬ 
cussing.  I  ask  for  the  grounds  for  the  present  attitude  of  Government 
and  the  Chief  Secretary  says  he  cannot  give  the  grounds.  Is  it  right  ? 

PRESIDENT:  Are  there  no  rules  about  questions? 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)-.  The  rules  do 
not  cover  such  a  case. 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government) :  The 
rule  says :— 

“No  question  shall  he  asked  unless  it  complies  with  the  following  conditions  via. — 

(a)  it  shall  relates  to  a  single  matter. 

(b)  It  shall  be  so'  framed  as  to  be  merely  a  request  for  information.” 

Mb.  K.:  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  I  am  asking  for 
a  single  matter,  vie.,  the  grounds  for  the  particular  action  taken  by  the 
Government. 

PRESIDENT :  You  want  the  grounds  as  a  piece  of  information  as 
I  take  it. 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)'.  Is  the  Chief 
Secretary  prepared  to  give  out  the  grounds  for  the  action  taken  by  the 
Government  ? 

Mb.  R.  -  KRISHNA  PILLAI  '(Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):  I 
claim  notice.  . 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla)  :  Does  he  not 
think  that  he  has  had  sufficient  notice  already  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha) :  May  I  know 
whether  the  Chief  Secretary  is  at  liberty  to  decline  to  answer  the  ques¬ 
tion  when  the  question  has  been  admitted,  on  the  ground  that  a  resolu¬ 
tion  that  has  been  tabled  coversthe  same  ground  ?  . 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary -to  Government)'. 
Yes;  that  is  the  practice. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalayuzha) :  Under  what 
particular  rules  ? 

PRESIDENT :  That  is  the  practice  in  all  legislatures. 
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Mb.  P.K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha)  :  If  the  member  in 
charge  will  kindly  draw  my  attention  to  any  of  our  rules  or  orders  I  shall 
be  very  much  enlightened  by  it.  No  doubt  there  are  rules  prohibiting 
the  admission  of  certain  questions, but  once  a  question  has  been  admitted, 
are  the  Government  in  a  position  to  decline  to  answer  that  question? 

PRESIDENT:  The.  member  may  claim  notice  if  he  is  not  pre¬ 
pared  to’ answer  a  supplementary  question. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambakipuzha) :  The  main 
question  has  not  bepn  answered. 

PRESIDENT:  That  is  the  Parliamentary  practice  and  the 
practice  in  all  other  legislatures. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI,  ( Timvalla ) :  P  have  asked 
a  question  :  “  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  grounds  on 

which  they  have  taken  the  present  attitude  in  regard  to  the  matter  ?” 
I  think  the  question  now  raised  is  whether  the  Chief  Secretary  is  com¬ 
petent  to  decline  to  answer  that  question  on  the  ground  that  a  resolution 
in  some  way  connected  with  that  matter  has  been  tabled. 

PRESIDENT  :  Not  in  “  some  way’  connected.  ”  I  think  Mr. 
Krishna  Pillai  is  quite  right,  because  the  time  of  discussion  of  the-  resolut- 
ion  is  the  proper  occasion  when  the  grounds  for  any  action  taken  by  the 
Government  should  be  discussed  and  argued  about.  Therefore,  if  a 
resolution  has  been  tabled  for  discussion  on  that  particular  matter, 
I  think  it  is  quite  in  order  for  the  member  in  charge  to  say  that  he 
does  not  propose  to  answer  that  question. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (.Timvalla.) :  May  I  also' 
know,  if  the  Government  have  already  taken  a  particular  attitude  in  re¬ 
gard  to  this  matter  and  a  resolution  has.  been  tabled  for  the  purpose  of 
recommending  a  different  action,  whether  it  is  out  of  order  for  a  member 
to  ask  a  question  as  to  the  grounds  for  a  particular  action  already  taken 
by  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR-  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
answer  no  that  question  raises. a  question  of  policy  which  has  to  be  dis¬ 
cussed  at  length  when  the  resolution  tabled  for  discussion  is  taken  up. 
I  do  not  think  that  question  time  is  the  proper  occasion  to-,  elicit  the 
information.  The  grounds  cannot  he  laid.dowa.catogorically  as  Cl),  (2) 
and  (3).  The  policy  which  the  Government  have  pursued  will  be  better 
discussed  at  resolution  time.  '  . 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARA  YANA  PILLAI  (Amba lapuzha) :  Suppose  the 
resolution  that- is  tabled  is  not  moved  by  the  member  who  has  sent  in 
the  resolution  or  the  resolution  itself  does  not  come  up  for  discussion. 
In  such  a  case  how  is  the  question  to  be  answered  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  It  is 
open  to  the  member  to  repeat  the  question. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Timvalla )  :  Under  what 
rule  does  he  say  that,  if  a  resolution  has-been  tabled  regarding  the 
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action  taken  by  the  Government  in  a  particular  matter,  a  question  request¬ 
ing  the  Government  to  explain  their  position  in  regard  to  that  matter 
should  not'  be  answered  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  •.  In 
matters  that  are  not  expressly  provided  for  in  the  rules,  the  procedure 
obtaining  in  other  legislatures  is  followed. 

Ms.'  G.  PARAMESVARAN  BILLAI  (. Neyyttinkara )  :  May  I  ask 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  to  quote  any  authority  or  precedent  for  his  position  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB.  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  I 
believe,  even  in  this  Council,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Khadir  Pillai’s 
question  in  re.  “  Friday  being  declared  a  public  holiday  ”,  the  same 
answer  was  given .  . 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyaftinkara )  :  I  want  an 
authority  from  the  practice  elsewhere. 

Mr.  V.  STJBBA  AIYAB  {Additional  Head  Sirkar -Vakil):  lam 
not'  in  a  position  to  quote  chapter  and  verse  immediately.  I  will  do  so 
later  on  if  he  desires. 

MR.  K.  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  “  Do  the 
Government  recognise  untouchability  and  unapproachability  ?”,  that  is 
one  of  my  questions.  Is  it  proper  for  the  Chief  Secretary  to  say  that  that 
is  also  covered  by  Mr.  M.;  N.  Pillai’s  resolution  ?  Is  it  covered  by  that 
resolution  ?  .  It  is  only  with  regard  to  the  Vaikam  temple  that  the  re¬ 
solution  has  been  tabled. 

Me.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  .Secretary  to  ' Government )  : 
This  is  the  wording  of  the  resolution.  “  This  Council  recommends  to 
the  Government  that  the  roads  surrounding  the  temple  walls  at  Vaikam 
be  thrown  open  to  all  people  irrespective  of  caste.  ” 

PRESIDENT  :  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  wants  to  know  whetker 
part  (6)  of  his  question  is  covered  by  the  resolution. 

Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  I 
believe  it  is. 

Mr.  K.  PARAMESYABAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  May  I  know 
how?  ' 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum'  Nedumangad ) .  I. 
rise  to  a  point  of  order— whether  the  Chief  Secretary  is  the  person  to  say 
whether  the  question  is  covered  by  a  resolution.?  I  think  it  is  a  point 
of  order- for  the  President  to  .’rule  and  not  for  the  member  in  charge. 

PRESIDENT:  He  is  to  answer  the  supplementary  question. 

■  Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum  cum  NedumangaO)  : 
The  Chief  Secretary  is,  no  doubt,-  to  answer  the  supplementary  question: 
but  what  has  been  raised  by  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  is  a  point  qf 

°ldeiMR.  K.  PABAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {Tiruvalla):  No,  no,  it  is 
not  a' point  of  order.  , 

PRESIDENT :  I  have  already  given  my  ruling  on  that  point  of 
nrder.  ...  ' 
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Mr.  K.  PAR  AMES  VAR  AN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla )  :  Inview  of  the 
fact  that  the  resolution  is  not  likely  to  he  discussed,  will  the  Chief 
Secretary  be  pleased  to  state  the  grounds  for  the  present  attitude  of  the 
Government  in  this  matter  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  :  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  resolution  will  not  come  up  for  discussion 
today. 

Mb’  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  Supposing  it 
is  not  discussed,  shall  I  expect  an  answer  at  the  end  of  the  session? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  I 
cannot  say  that  just  now. 

PRESIDENT:  We  do  not  answer  questions  except  during  the 
first  hour. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-.  For 
the  information  of  Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  who  wanted. a  precedent 
from  elsewhere,  I  will  read  this  from  May’s  Parliamentary  Practice-- 

“  Nor  may  the  question  refer  to  debates,  or  answers  to  questions  in  tlio  current  session.  , 
Discussion  in  anticipation  upon  an  order  of  the  day  or  other  matter  by  means  of  a  quostion 
is  not  permitted.,’1 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAY ANA  PILLAI  (Ambakqmzha) :  May  I  know 
from  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  whether  the  whole  procedure  that  obtains  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  England — I  mean  the  Parliamentary  procedure—  , 
would  be  applicable  here  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  In 
matters  not  provided  for  in  the  rules,  it  may  be  applied. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA' PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Is  it  a 
question  of  “  may  ”  or  “  shall.  ” 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  It 
is  a:  matter  entirely  left  to  the  President  to  regulate.  I  only  say  that 
the  matter  is  not  without  precedent,  and  as  Mr.  Paramesvaran  Pillai 
asked  me  to  quote  a  precedent,  I  quoted  it. 

PRESIDENT :  Rules  cannot  cover  all  conceivable  situations. 
We  have  to  be  guided  by  the  practice  obtaining  elsewhere  also. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara) :  The 
statement  of  a  fact  regarding ;  an  action  taken  by  the  Government 
does  nqt  amount  to  discussion.  It  is  only  stated  in  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar’s 
quotation  that  no  .discussion  would  be  permitted.  The  member  asks 
only  for  a  statement  from  the  Government. 

PRESIDENT  :  In  this  particular  case  the  matter  is  covered  by  a 
'  resolution  which  is  to  be  discussed. 

Staff  Selection  Board. 

377,  Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla):  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  will  appoint  a  board  of 
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selection  for  the  public  service  and  invest  them  with  the  power  of 
examining  the  periodical  returns  of  appointments  sent  by  heads  of  depart¬ 
ments? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
The  question  of  recruitment  to  the  public  service  is  engaging  the 
attention  of  Government. 

B.  A.,  L.  T’s  and  M.  A.,  L.  T’s  in  English  High  Schools. 

378.  Mb.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  ( Kalkulam 
cum  Tovala):  Will  the  Government '  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a 
statement  showing  the  number  of  m.  a.,  d.  t.’s  and  b.  a.,  l.  t.’s  who  are 
(i)  Headmasters  of  EnglishHigh  Schools,  ’and  (ii)  First  Grade  teachers, 
and  to  state  what  their  percentages  are  under  each  head  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  '{Secretary  to  Govermnent) : 
The  member  is  referred  to  pages  105  to  113  of  the  Travancore 
Civil  List  corrected  up  to  the  1st  Kumbham,  1099.  The  percentages 
may  be  worked  out  by  the  member  himself  by  a  reference  to  these 
pages. 

Appointment  of  Assistant  Examiners. 

379.  Mr.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  ( Kalkulam 

cum  Tovala)  '.  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  mention  what 

principles  are  followed  in  the  Education  Department  in  the  matter  of 
appointment  of  Assistant  Examiners  in  the  several  subjects  for  the 
E.  S.  L.  C.  and  the  V,  S.  L.  Examinations  ?  r 

(b)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  most  of  the  Assistant  Exa¬ 
miners  are  teachers  who  reside  in  Trivandrum  ? 

(c)  Will  the  Government  Jbe  pleased  to  see  .that  certain  definite 
rules  are  laid  down  in  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Examiners  so  that 
all  the  teachers  may  be  equally  benefited  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government ): 

( a )  The  member  is  referred  to  the  answer  to  interpellation  No. 
276  (a). 

(b)  No. 

(c)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Certain  Public  Works  in  the  Tovala  Talulc.  . 

380.  Mb.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  (Kalkulam  aum 
Tovala)  :  fa)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they 
have  received  the  estimates  for  opening  a  branch  road  from  the  Tovala. 
road  near  Tazhakkudi  to  the  Aramboly  road  and  for  putting  up  a  foot¬ 
bridge  near  Auvayarammancoil  ovdr  the  Tovala  channel  ? 

(6)  If  so,  will  the  Govemment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they 
intend  finishing  the  work  at  least  next  year  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-. 

(a)  The  estimate  for  the-  road  has  been  received  by  the  Chief 
Engineer  and  is  under  scrutiny  in  his  office.  The  estimate  for  the  foot¬ 
bridge  is  pending  with  the  Executive  Engineer. 
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(b)  When  the  budget  for  1100  m.  e.  is  framed  the  question  of 

providing  for  these  works,  will  be  considered. 

Deputation  of  a  Co-operative  Inspector  for  the  Bene  fit  of  Punj a 
Cultivators. 

381.  '  Mr,  L.  B.  EAJARAJA  VARMA  KOILTAMPURAN  (Eda- 
vagai):  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  depute  a  special  officer 
of  the  rank  of  a  Co-operative  Inspector  to  enquire  into  and  advise  punja 
cultivators  in  co-operative  work? 

•■  Mr.  S'.  PARAMBSVAEA  AIYAE  (Seen' tar y  to  Government)-. 
No  special  officer  can  be  appointed.  The  local  Co-operative  Inspector 
will  attend  to  this  work  also. 

Seating  Arrangements  in  Primary  Schools. 

382.  Mr.  L.  E.  RAJABAJA.  VARMA  KOILT A  MP DEAN  (Eda. 

vakai) :  (a)  Are  the  Government  awara  that  departmental  primary 
schools  are  not  adequately  supplied  'with'  furniture,  especially  benches 
and  desks  ?  ‘ 

■f'K  ,(&)'What  are  the  kinds  of  ' furniture  generally  supplied  to  these 
institutions  V 

.  .  (c)  Are  all  these  institutions  equally  supplied  with  such  furniture  ? 

(cZ)  Are  all  these  institutions  properly  provided  with  funds  for  . 
aimual  maintenance  and  repairs  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  '  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

'  •  ::  (a)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative; 

'  ■  (&)  Primary  schools  are  generally  supplied  with  benches,  chairs, 

tables,  stools,  blackboards  and  in  some  cases  with  almyrahs. 

i  (c)  Primary  schools  are  supplied  with  furniture  according  to  their 
relative  importance  and  with  regard  to  the  funds  available. 

(d)  Allotments  for  annual  maintenance  and  repairs  are  sanc¬ 
tioned  to  the  extent  of  the  funds,  available. 

Substitution  of  ‘  Advanced  community’  and  ‘ Backward 
-  .  community  t  for  1  High  caste’  and  ‘  Low  caste.’ 

,383.  Mr.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  {Aagastisvaram)' :  Willthe  Gov¬ 
ernment;  be  pleased  to  state  whether  theyhave  any  objection  to  avoid  the 
terms. 1  high,  caste  ’  and  1  low  caste  ’  in  official  correspondence  and  substi¬ 
tute  instead  such  expfessions  as  ‘  advanced  community  ’  and  1  backward 
community  ’  according  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  dealt  with  may 
demand  the  use  thereof  ? 

Mr,  K.  KRISHNA:  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
Government  axe  not.  aware  that  the  expressions  ‘high  caste’  and 
‘  low  caste  ’  are  used  iu  official  correspondence, 
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Christian  Division  Assistants. 

384.  Me.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  ( Agastisvaram ) :  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  the  Dumber  of  Christians  appointed  as  Division  Assistants 
after  the  separation  of  Devasw.oms  from  the  Revenue  Department ; 

(b)  the  number  of  Christians  holding  the  posts  of  Division  Assis¬ 
tants  at  present ;  and 

fc)  whether  two  vacancies  of  Division  Assistants  occurred  during 
the  last  two  months '? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 

(a)  Two.  i 

(b)  Two. 

(c)  Yes.  There  were  two  temporary  leave  vacancies. 

Headquarters  of  the  Assistant  Inspectress  of  Schools, 

District  VI. 

385.  Me.  TARIATU  KUNJITGMMAN  ( MuvaUupuzha ) :  (a)  Have 

the  Government  decided  to  shift  the  headquarters  of  the  Assistant 
Inspectress  of  Girls’  Schools,  District  VI,  from  Muvattupuzha  to 
Alwaye  ?  - 

(b)  How  many  years  have  how  elapsed  since  the  office  of  the 

Assistant  Inspectress  was  established  at  Muvattupuzha  ?  * 

(c)  Has  the  said  Assistant  Inspectress  addressed  the  Government 
for  permission' to  shift  her  office  to  Alwaye  ?  '• 

(d)  If  so,  what  are  the  reasons  put  forward  by  her  for  such  a 

step  ? 

(e)  Was  the  Chief  Inspectress  or  the  Director  of  Public  Instruc¬ 
tion  convinced,  by  means  of  local  enquiry,  of  the, reasons  advanced  by 
the  Assistant  Inspectress  before  the  Government,  decided  to  shift  her 
office? 

(/)  Is  not  Muvattupuzha  a  more  central  place  than  Alwaye 
for  the  district  ? 

{g)  Have  the  Government  called  for  a  report  to  be  submitted 
two  years  hence  on  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  shifting  of 
the  office  of  the  Assistant  Inspectress  to  Alwaye  ?_ 

Qi)  If  so,  is  it  not  better  to  immediately  consider  the  disadvant¬ 
ages  resulting  from  the  transfer  than  to  shift  it  and  then  consider  the 
advantages  and’ disadvantages  two  years  hence  ?. 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  .Government): 

■  (a)  Yes  ;  tentatively  for  a  period  of  two  years  from  April  1924. 

lb)  Ten  years,  -  t  '  ....... 

(c)  The  Assistant  Inspectress  addressed  the  Inspectress  of  .  Girls’ 

Schools.  -  ' 

(d)  The  reason  put  forward  is  that  Alwaye  is  a  healthier  and 
more-convenient  place  than  Muvattupuzha, 

(c)  Yes.  .  . 
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(f)  and  (g)  The.  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

(h)  The  advantages  and  disadvantages  were  considered  before 
the  removal  was  ordered  as  a  tentative  measure. 

Muvattupuzha  English  High  School. 

386.  .Mb.  TAEIATU  KUNJ.ITOMMAN  (Muvattupuzha):  (a)  Do 
the  Government  know  that  the  taluks  of  Todupuzha,  Muvattupuzha  and 
Kunnatnad,  which  lie  far  away  from  the  capital  and  from  the  sea- 
coast,  are  very  backward  in  point  of  English  education  V 

,  (6)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  award,  as  building  grant, 
at  least  half  the  cost  of  the  English  High  School  building^  that  is  being 
constructed  by  the  people  at  Muvattupuzha  which  lies  in  the  middle 
of  these  three  taluks  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAK  ( Secretary  to  Government ): 

(а)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

'  ,  (6)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Duty  on  Lemon  Grass  Oil. 

•  387.  Mb.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvattupuzha) :  (a)  At 
what  tariff  value  is  duty  onjemon  grass  oil  realised  at  the  Customs 
Houses? 

(б)  Ho1  the  Government  know  what  ther  highest  market  value  for 
-  lemon  grass  oil  was  within  the  last  two  years  ? 

,  (c)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  the' present  tariff  value  of 
that  oil  is  mudh  higher  than  its  market  value  ? 

'  (d)  Will  the  .  Government  be  pleased  to  make  the  necessary,  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  duty  being  realised  in  future  with  reference  to  the 
actual  market  value  of  the  oil  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAIt  (Secretary  to  Government): 
(a)  The  member  is  referred  to  page  352  of  the  Almanac  and 
Directory:  for  1924. 

'(6)  and  (c)  Government  have  no  information. 

(cl)  Market  value  fluctuates.  Hence  in  British  India  customs  du* 
ties  are  levied  on  tariff  value.  That  is  a  conventional  value  fixed  with  a . 
view  to  meet  the  fluctuations  in  prices  at  the  markets  of  consumption. 
The  tariff  rates  fixed  in  British  India  are  generally  followed  in  the 
State. 

Examiners  in  the  English  Seeond:  Paper,  English  School  Leaving 
Certificate  Examination,  1924.  . 

388.  Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum  Kum 
nattur) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  ; 

(a)  the  name  of  the  Chief  Examiner  in  the  English  Second  Paper 
for  the  E.  S.  L,  C.  Examination,  1924.  i 
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(6)  the  names  of  the  Assistant  Examiners  appointed  for  the  valua¬ 
tion  of  papers  under  him ; 

-  (o)  the  total  number  of  papers  for  valuation ; 

(d)  the  number  of  papers  distributed  for  valuation  to  each  of  the 
Assistant  Examiners  ; 

.  (e)  whether  all  the  valued  papers  have  been  returned  to  the  Chief 
Examiner  by  the  Assistant  Examiners ; 

(f)  whether  any  of  the  Assistant  Examiners  are  related  to  the 
Chief  Examiner  ;  and. 

( g )  if  so,  who  they  are  ? , 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  t Secretary  to  Government : 

(a)  Mr.  P.  G.  Sahasranama  Aiyar,  m.  a.,  Professor  of  Englicfy 
His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja’s  College,  Trivandrum. 


No,  of  papers. 
228 

236 
240 
238 

237 

236 
240 
240 

237 
237 


(/)  and  (g)  Mr.  P.  G., Krishna  .  Aiyar  is  related  to  the  Chief  Exa¬ 
miner. 

Tickets  of  Admission,  for  Members  of.  the  Legislative  Council. 

889.  Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  (a)  What 
amount  is  spent  by  the  Government  in  printing  tickets  for  the  admission 
of  members  to  the  meetings  of  the  Legislative  Council  each  year  ? 

(b)  What  purpose  is  served  by  issuing  such  tickets  to  mem¬ 
bers  ?  •  .  4  ^  ■  _ 

(c)  Is  there  any  harm  in  dispensing  with  such  tickets  for  the 
admission  of  members  to  the  Council  Hall  ?, 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  '  Government) ; 

(а)  Re.  1-18  ch.  2  cash  for  one  meeting  of  the  Legislative 
Council.  This  amount  includes  the  cost  of  paper  also. 

(б)  and  (cj  Only  those  who  have  tickets  are  entitled  to  admission 
to  the  Council  Hal!  and  hence  tickets  are  necessary  for  members  of  the 
Council  also.  If,  however,  tlie  members  will  not  he  inconvenienced 
thereby,  Government  nave  no  objection  to  arrange  for  the  issue  of  a 
single  ticket  for  the  entire  term  of  office  of  each  member, 

Voi,  IV.  No.  15.  ...  ■.n 


Name . 

Messrs.  T.  N.  Yeln  Pillai 
C.  P.  Thomas 
G.  Mahadeva  Aiyar 
P.  G,  Krishna  Aiyar 
R.  Venkatesvara  Aiyar 
K.  M.  Thomas 
C.  A.  Rangasai 
V.  K.  Philip 

Srimati  B.  Anandavalli  Amma 
Miss  Lanra  M,  Noe’ 

(c)  2,801.  •  : 

(e)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 
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[Mr.  N.  Kumaran.] 

Me.  P.  K  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  May  I  know, 
Sir,  whether  tickets  are  issued  to  the  official  members  of  this  House  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government): 
Yes.  . 

Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Is  that  the 
practice  in  Madras  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  [Secretary  _  to  Government) :  I 
believe  it  is  the  practice.  I  shall  ascertain  it  definitely,  if  the  member 
so  desires. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  '  Can  the 
member  say  anything  upon  the  subject  with  reference  to  May’s  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Practice  ? 

Me,  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government):  It 
is  a  matter  of  reference  to  that  book.  It  will  take  time. 

Me.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Is  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  members  to  the  House  of  Commons  regulated  by  tickets? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ):  I 
cannot  say  that  just  now. 

College  Hostel. 

890,  Me.  N.  KUMARAN  (Nominated)  :  (a)  How  long  has  the  new 
College  Hostel  been  in  course  of  construction  ? 

(b)  How  many  years  more  will  it  take  before  it  is  ready  for 
occupation  ? 

;■  (c)  What  is  the  number  of  students  the  new  Hostel  is  intended 
to  accommodate  ? 

(d)  What  wouldhe  the  total  cost  when  the  building  is  ready  for 
occupation  ? 

Me.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Govermnent) ; 
(a)  Over  four  years*  1 

■  (b)  It  is  expected  that  one  wing  will  be  ready  for  occupation 
before  the  commencement  of  the  academic  year  1925-26.  The  date 
of  completion  will  depend  upon  the  funds  that  can  be  made  available 
for  the  purpose. 

(a)  150. 

(cZ)  It  is  not  possible  now  to  estimate  the  total  cost. 

Admission  [of  Ezhava  Students  in  the  Hostel. 

o9l.  Mb.  N.  KUMARAN  (Nominated)  :  (a)  Is  it  not  the  concern 
of  the  Government  that  Ezhava  students  of  the  Arts,  Science  and  Law 
Colleges;  should  also  have  hostel  accommodation  provided  for  them? 
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(b)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  issue  early  orders  so  that 
these  students  may  have  accommodation  at  least  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  academic  year  1924-25  either  in  the  present  rented  build- 
ngs  or  other  buildings  to  be  specially  rented  for  the  purpose? 

Mb.  S.  P AR  AME S V AB A.  AIYAR  {Secretary  to  Government ): 

»  (a)  and  [b)  At  the  beginning  of  the  academic  year  1923-24, 

Government  were  prepared  to  open  a  hostel  for  non-caste  Hindus, 
for  Christians  not  living  in  the  L.  M.  S.  hostel  and  for  Mahome- 
dans  not  living  in  the  Mahomedan  hostel.  Only  14  students,  however, 
applied  for  residence  in  that  hostel,  of  whom  only  two  were  Ezhavas. 
The  hostel  could  not  therefore  be  opened. 

Construction  of  a  new  Building  for  the  Trivandrum 
District  Court. 

392.  Mr.  G.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  {Neyyattinkara) :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  what  portion  of  the  sanctioned 
allotment  for  the  construction  of  a  new  building  for  the  Trivandrum 
District  Court  has  been  spent  towards  the  same,  and  what  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  construction  of  the  new  building  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'. 
The  construction  of  the  building  has  not  been  started,  nor  has 
any  portion  of  the  allotment  been  spent  on  the  work. 

Mr.  G.  PABAMESYABAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara )  : '  May  I 
know  why  the  construction  of  the  building  has  not  been  started  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
Because  the  funds  cannot  be  made  available,  in  view  of  more  urgent 
demands  in  other  directions. 

Mb.  G.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  {Neyyattinkara)  :  May  I 
know  whether  they  have  been  so  diverted  ? 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
They  have  not  been. 

Mr.  G.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  {Neyyattinkara) :  Then, 
what  is  the  meaning  in  saying  that  this  work  has'  not  been  started  in 
view  of  more  urgent  works  ?  / 

Mr.  B-  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  funds  provided  may  be  required  for  more  urgent  works. 

Mr.  G,  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  {Neyyattinkara):  May  I 
know  the  nature  of  those  works  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  It 
is  not  possible  for  me  to  specify  them  now-  Bor  example,,  we  have  a 
lot  of  urgent  works  to  be  done  in  connection  with  the  separation  of  the 
Arts  College  from  the  Science  College. 

Mr.  G.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  {Neyyattinkara):  May  I 
know  when  this  allotment  was  made  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) ,  At 
the  time  of  the  budget.  .  - 
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Mr.  G.  PAB  AMES  VARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara):  May! 
know  when  the  bifurcation  was  contemplated  ? 

TVf-R.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-, 
.Long  after. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinlara ) :  May  I 
know  why  in  the  meantime  the  construction  of  the  building  was  not 
proceeded  with  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government )-,  :  i' 
claim  notice. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Nepyattiuhara ) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased,  at  least  hereafter,  to  direct  the  construction  of 
the  building  being  taken  up  during  this  year ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) :  If 
funds  are  available. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinhara) :  Will  the 
Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  can  make  funds  available 
for  that  purpose,  because  already  the  Council  has  sanctioned  the 
money?  , 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-.  >1 
am  not"  in  a  position  to  say.  just  now  whether  it  will  be  possible  for 
the  Government  to  provide  funds  for  the  work. 

.  Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  {Neyyattinhara)  :  May  I 
know  whether.,  when  once  the  funds  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Council 
for. a  certain  purpose,  they  should  not  be  utilised  for  that  purpose? 

PRESIDENT:  ’  That  is  a  point  in  regard  to  which  Mr.  George  has 
already  said  that  it  is  only  if  funds  have  to  be  transferred  from  one  head 
:  to  another  head  that  the  Government  have  to  get  ’the  sanction  of  the 
Council,  and  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  .PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ) :  May  I 
know  whether  the  funds  cannot  be  made  available  now  for  the  purpose 
for  which  the  Council  has  given  sanction  after  discussion  ? 

Mr.  R,  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (.Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) :  It 
would  not  be  possible  to  undertake  the  work  this  year. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinkara):  May  I- 
.  know  the  reasons  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):  I 
have  already  given  them. 

Departmental  Schools. 

393.  Mr.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  ( Muvattupwsha ) :  (a)  Are 
:  the.  Government  aware  that  the  teachers  in  several  departmental  schools 
do  not  attend  school  at  the  hour  fixed  for  such. attendance?.  A 
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(6)  Are  the  Government  aware  that  a  major  portion  of  the 
schools  maintained  for  imparting  general  education  in  the  State  were 
built  by  the  people  at  their  own  cost  ? 

Mb-  S,  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government ); 

(a)  Government  have  no  information. 

(b)  Government  are  aware  that  several  Vernacular  Schools, 
generally  of  the  primary  standard,  have  been  built  by  the  people  and 
handed  over  to  the  Government. 

Economic  Development  Board. 

394.  Mr.  TARIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  (Muvattupnzha):  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the  table  a  statement  detailing  the 
various  directions  in  which  the  country  has  developed  through  the 
agency  of  the  Economic  Development  Board  ? 

Mb.  S.  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAE  ( Secretary f  to  Government) : 
The  member  is  referred  to  appendices  D  and  A  of  the  Annual  Beports 
of  the  Economic  Development  Board  for  1097  and  1098  respectively, 
which  give  particulars  of  the  activities  of  the  Board, 

Powers  to  Transfer  Teachers. 

395.  Mb.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBABATANU  PILLAI  (Kalhulam  cum 
Tovala )  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  there  are 
provisions  empowering  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  and  the 
Inspector  of  English  Schools  in  the  matter  of  transfer  of  teachers  ? 

'  Me.  S.  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  'Government) ; 
•The  powers  of  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  matter  of  trans¬ 
fer  of  teachers  are  regulated  by  the  rules ,  passed  under  date  the  28th 
February,  1909,  published  at  pages  61  to  65  of  the  Government  Gazette, 
dated  the  16th  March,  1909,  and  those  of  the  Inspector  of  English 
Schools,  by  Buie  22  of. the  Inspection  Code. 

Stimulus  to  Tamil  Study  in  South  Travancore, 

396..  Mb.  T..  M.  CHIDAMBABATANU  PILLAI  (Kalhulam  cum 
Tova’a ) :  (a)  Are  the  Government  aware  of  the  stimulus  given  .to  the 

study  of  Tamil  by  the  changes  introduced  by  the  Assistant  Inspector  of 
Vernacular  Schools,  District  I? 

(Z>)  What  action  has  been  taken  on  the  memorial  requesting  the 
Government,  to  put  Mr.  K.  S.  Sapkararama  Aiyar  M.  A.,  l.  t.,  in  charge 
of  all  the  Tamil  districts  with  powers  of  appointment  and  transfer  over 
his  subordinates  ? 

Mb.  S.' PABAMESVAEA  AIYAE  (Secretary  to  Government)  : 

(a)  Government  have, no  information.  , 

(b)  The  memorial  has  been  lodged. 

Expansion  of  English  Education  aonong  Nanjanad  Vellalas. 

397.  Mb.  ■  T.  M.  CHIDAMBABATANU  PILLAI  ( Kalhulam  cum 
Tovala)  :  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  the 

following  statements  found  in  the  report  prepared  and  submitted  to 
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the  Government  in  1922  by  the  Nanjanad  Marumakbathaya  Yellala 
Committee,  via-,  “there  are  on  the  whole  Only  twelve  graduates  in 
the  community.  Most  of  them  have  not  taken  to  English  education,” 
have  come  to  their  notice  ? 

(5)  Can  the  Government  not  gather  from  the  above  quotation 
that  in  this  community  there  are  only  very  few  persons  who  have  re. 
ceived  higher  education  ? 

(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  they  are 
affording  any  encouragement  to  this  community  as  in  tire  case  of  other 
communities  who  have  no  taste  for  education  ? 

‘  Me.  S.  PABAMESVAEA  AIYAB  ( Secretari /  to  Government ) • 

(a)  The  answer  is  in  the  affirmative. 

(5)  The  conclusion  referred  to  does  not  necessarily  follow  from 
the  premises  quoted. 

(s)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

Appointments  in  the  Office  of  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction, 
398.  Me.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBABATANU  PILLAI  ( Kalkulam  cum 
Tovala ):  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  the  number 

of  vacancies,  permanent  or  temporary,  that  have  arisen  during  the  past 
three  years  in  the  office  of  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  ? 

(b)  How  many  persons  were  promoted  to  the  office  of  the 
Director  of  Public  Instruction  from  subordinate  offices  during  these  three 
years'? 

(c)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  stato  whether  the  com¬ 
plaint  that,  in  the  re-organisation  of  the  Education  Department  in 
Tulam,  1098,  many  clerks  with  short  service  were  promoted  to  the 
higher  grade,  disregarding  the  claims  of  many  with  long  service,  has 
any  foundation  ? 

Me.  S.  PAEAMESVAEA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government ): 


Year.  Number. 

Permanent.  Temporary. 

1096  4  37  ' 

,  1097  ...  33 

1098  6  49 

G)  1096  ...  2 

1097 

1098  .  4  1 


.  It  is  reported  that  the  claims  of  Ell  the  clerks  ’were  fully 
considered.  . 


Publication  of  old,  Tamil  Manuscripts. 


399. 

Tovala)  : 


M®' T-  M.  CHIDAMBABATANU  PILLAI  ( Kalkulam  cum 
WUlthe  Government  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  scholar  for 
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the  collection  and  publication  of  unpublished  Tamil  manuscripts,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  collection  and  publication  of  old  palm-leaf  manuscripts 
in  Malaya  lam  and  Sanskrit  for  which  they  have  appointed  scholars  ? 

Mb.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)’. 
The  member’s  attention  is  invited  to  paragraph  2  of  G.  0.  ft.  0,  C.  No. 
422  of  23/Leg.  E.  dated  the  9th  January,  1924. 

Publication  of  the  Travancore  Economic  Journal  in  Tamil. 

400.  Mb.  T.  M.  GHIDAMBAEATANIJ  PILLAI  (EaUmlam  cum 

Tovala) :  {a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  all 

the  members  on  the  committee  organised  for  the  publication  of  the 
Economic  Journal  in  Tamil  have  a  knowledge  of  Tamil  ? 

.  (6)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  appoint  as  members  on 
that  committee  persons  who  have  scholarship  in  Tamil  ? 

Mb.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(а)  No  coinmittee  has  been  organised  for  the  publication  of  the 
Economic  Journal  in  Tamil. 

(&)  In  view  of  the  answer  to  part  (»),  this  question  does  not 

arise. 

Award  of  a  Scholarship  to  a  NanjanadeiVellala  in  the 
if.  A.  {Hons,)  Glass. 

401.  Mb.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBABATANU  PILLAI  (Kalkulam  cum 

Topala) :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  award  a  scholarship  to  the 
only  Vellala  student  studying  in  the  B.  A.  (Hons.)  class  in  'view  of  the 
fact  that  no  one  from  that  community  has  till  now  studied  for  and  passed 
that  examination  ?  ,  • 

M^.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AlYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government): 
Government  are  issuing  separate  orders  revising  the  scheme  no.w 
in  force  relating  to  the  award  of  scholarships  and  .that  scheme  should 
apply  to  Nanjanad  Vellalas  as  Well  as  other  communities. 

Age  of  Officers. 

402.  Mb.  T-  ICUMARA  PILLAI  {Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) ; 

(a)  Have  the  Government  enquired  who  the  officer  is,  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  whom  Mr.  R.  Narayana  Pillai,  Member,  Vilavankod  taluk,  said, 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Sri  Mulam  Popular  Assembly,  that,  if  the  age 
'entered  in  the  service  book  of  an  officer  who  was  in  the  public  service 
here  was  to  be  believed,  it  would  be  seen  that  his  son  entered  the  service 
in  his  14th  year  of  age  ? 

(б)  If  not,  do  the  Government  propose  to  make  an  enquiry  in  the 
matter  ? 

(c)  Have  the.  Government  enquired  who  the  officer  is,  with 
reference  to  whom  Mr.  It.  Narayana  Pillai,  Member,  Vilavankod  taluk, 
said,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Sri-Mulato.  Popular .  Assembly  that,  even 
after  his  younger  brother  had  left  the.  service  on  completing  his  55th 
year  of  age,  the  elder  brother  in  service  had  not  completed  his  55th  year 
of  age  according  to  his  service  book  ? 
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(d)  If  not,  do  the  Government  propose  to  make  an  enquiry  into 
the  matter  ? 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government ):  (a)  to  (d) 
Information  which  is  necessary  to  enable  the  Government  to  make  en¬ 
quiries  has  not  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai. 

Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eraniel  cum  Vilavanlcod) :  i£]c^<t 

ronfoocmaDojl a>&  (goa>ogu  gpg)  oil oj too  coai&asrcaaio0  ag)!yra>)  <s.cuoal^l 
|«sn§o?  . 

Msi  E.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government) :  ■  s-ojoel 

Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  {Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) :  qjs^I- 
c9ffl°rru(?>aflnrulaai)0  cioW  dfcaaruxaoQ)  <u<SoJoan<flScro<^ao°  ^ m 
&co  com<b©6mcA<5lfflaoa_iool  ajoa^yeid)  (BrocruoSijilarlffih  aal.ajf’  a© 
aaosmii)  aJosrortn^^oorolaaoGsmo  a®mo°  (BrosoDJo^^f  (WDoleasana 

(TOCSgj  ?  .. 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government ):  'flWXTUo 

a^xflcoi  <3©  &<3f|)ocDcrimaoo<ooa6racnD  ®®osnj(h  Qjosrwffilgj,  4 

Mb:  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eraniel  cum  Vilavanlcod) :  cocii<i> 

&6rac«>6)aort>o  cnsraffito  oJolaJoeTicflacmnnlaD  .  ©saaaooa^ag,  <8nJ0|)o 
:<3©6)aosniffioo§  ©arm  Gruoel^6Wmiisn§©«gj? 

Mb.  K;  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government) :  .  <8TO£j. 

Mr.  M.  Bajaraja  Varma's  Report-  on  the  Conduct  of  Officers 
in  connection  with  the  Students’ Strike. 

403.  Mb.  M.  NV  PILLAI  (1 Trivandrum ):  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  ; 

(a)  whether  Mr.  M,:  Rajaraja  Varma  was  not  entrusted  with  all 
the  papers  on  the  students’  strike  for  submitting  a  report  on  the  question 

,  of  the  culpability  of  the  Government  servants  concerned  ; 

(b)  whether  Mr.  Rajaraja  Varma  submitted  a  report  in  the 
matter; 

(c)  if  so, -why  that  report,  was  not  printed;  and 

(d)  whether  that  report  will  be  laid  on  the  table  ‘f 

Mb.  S..  PARAMESVARA  .  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government)’,, 

(a)  Mr.  M.  Rajaraja,  Varma,  then  Efficiency  Audit  Officer,  was 
asked  to  examine  the  file  and  prepare  a  minute,  for  the  information  of 
the  Government.  .  .  .  '  •  . 
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(6),  (c)  and  {d)  The  minute  is  confidential  and  cannot  be  laid  on 
the  table,  \ 

Publication  of  Papers  relating  to  Punishment  of  Officers 
concerned  in  the  Students'  Strike. 

404.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum):  (a)  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  a  copy  of  their  proceedings  awarding 
punishments  and  censures  to  the  Government  servants  concerned  in 
the  students’  strike  ? 

( b )  Wliy  were  the  proceedings  not  published  ? 

Mr.  S.  P AB  AME S  V ABA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government) : 

(а)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative. 

(б)  The  orders  are  confidential. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum)-.  May  I  know  why  the  Govern¬ 
ment  keep  the  orders  punishing  guilty  officers  in  connection  with  the 
students’  strike  confidential  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVABA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government ): 
That  is  .the  opinion  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Is  that  the  practice  in  all  the 
departments  of  the  Government  to  keep  the  .names  of  the  officers  who 
are  guilty  as  a  secret  ?  ,  s 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVABA  AIYAE  {Secretary  to  Government):  In 
.  this  particular  instance  Government  think  that  they  should  be  kept  con¬ 
fidential. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum):  What  is  that  due  to  ? 

PBESIDENT :  Punishment  orders  are  ordinarily  confidential. 

Beport  on  the  Students'  Strike  incident  of  the  31st- 
September-,  1931. 

405.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum)  :  Will  the  Government  be 
pleased  to  state  whether  they  did  riot  get  any  report  on  the  occurrence 
of  the  21st.  September,  1921,  written  on  that  day  itself  ? 

Mr.  S.  PAEAMESVABA  AIYAE  {Secretanj  to  Government )  ' 
No  reports  written  on  the  same  day  have  been  received. 

Allegations  against  Mr.  A.  S.  Krishna  Aiyar,  Tahsildar. 

406.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum) :  Will  the  Government 

be  pleased  to  state :  ...  . 

(a)  whether  the  charge  against  Mr:  A.  S.  Krishna  Aiyar,  while 
he  was  the  Tahsildar  of  Quilon,  was  that  he ‘demanded  bribes  from  the 
contractor  engaged  for  opening  the  Paravur  bar,; 

(5)  whether  the  person  who  made'  these  allegations  in  writing 
and  two  other  witnesses  gave  statements  in  support  thereof  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Krishna  Aiyar  before  the  Division  Peishkar  and  whe¬ 
ther  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  cross-examined  or-,  claimed  the  right  to  cross- 
examine  these  persons; 
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(e)  whether  the  Division  Peishkar  was  able  to  secure  any  corro¬ 
boration  of  these  statements  from  these  records  and  whether  he  re¬ 
ported  that  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  should  be  punished ;  and 

(d)  if  so,  why  the  Government  did  not  punish,  him  ? 

Mr.R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (.Chief  Secretary  to  Government !); 
Government  are  not  prepared  to.  discuss  in  .  public  charges  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  public  servants  and  the  orders  passed  on  such  charges. 

•  "Mi.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Tnvmdrim) :  At.  the  last  session  Govern- 
ment  replied,  in  answer  to  my  question  whether  there  were  any  charges 
against  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar,  that  there  were  no  charges  against  him. 
Now  the  answer  is  that  the  Government  are  not  prepared,  with  regard  to 
orders  passed  on  public  servants,  to  give  them  out  in  public. '  May  I 
know  why  ? 

Mr.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
"What  I  mentioned  on  the  last  occasion  was  that  ,  there  were.no.  definite 
charges  framed  against  Mr.  Krishna  Aiyar  under  the  rules  relating  to 
enquiries  into  the  condnct^of  public  servants.  ' 

Mr.  M.  N-  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  No.  Government  said  that 
there,  were  no  charges  against,  the.  officer.  Then,  I  asked  what  was  the 
necessity  to  note  in  the  service  book  of  that  officer. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) :  As 
I  said,  what  I  meant  was  that  there  were  no  definite  charges  framed 
against  him  under  those  rules. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  But  now  Government  say  that 
they  are  not  prepared  to  discuss  the  charges  in  public. 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
That  means  allegations  and  not  regular  charges. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandmm) :  May  I.  know  whether  there 
was  any  charge  against  that  officer  ?  . 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
There  was  no  definite  charge.  ' 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Was  there  any  indefinite 
charge? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )  : 
There  were  certain  allegations  against  the  Tahsildar.  ■  I  cannot  call  them 
regular  charges. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PLLAI  (Trivandrum) :  But  then  the  answer  was  that 
an  entry  was  made  in  the  officer’s  service  book.  I  want  to  know  what 
it  was  that  necessitated  the  Government  to  make  such  an  entry  without 
any  definite  charge.  :  : 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)  : 
Because  the  head  of  the  department  reported  that  there  were  certain 
suspicions  against  the  Tahsildar, 
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Mk-  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum) :  May  I  know  what  was  the 

report? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
I  regret  I  cannot  disclose  its  contents. 

Me.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  "What  was  the  substance  of 
that  report  ? 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 
Not  the  substance  either.  ‘ 

Allegations  against  Mr.  V,  Padmanabha  Aiyar,  Tahsildar. 

407.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)':  (a)  Will  the  Govern¬ 
ment  be  pleased  to  state  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  Mr.  V.  Padmanabha 
Aiyar,  while  he  was  Tahsildar  at  Eraniel,  registered  some  lands  specially 
reserved  for  the  communal  purposes  of  the  Krishnanvaka  community 
in  the  name  of  a  private  individual  ? 

(b)  If  so,  'will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  dates  of 
the  orders  (i)  reserving  those  lands,  for  communal  purposes.;  and  (ii)  re¬ 
gistering  the  same  in  the  name  of  a  private  individual  ? 

.  (c)  Is  it  a  fact  that  Mr.  V.  Padmanabha  Aiyar,  while  he  was 

Tahsildar  at  Kunnatnad,  registered  in  the  names  of  private  persons  some 
lands  already  handed  over  to,  and  in  the  possession  of,  the  Education 
Department  ?  • 

(d)  Was  any  enquiry  started  with  regard  to  the  above  acts  of  the 

Tahsildar,  and  if  so,  when  ?  . 

(e)  What  is  the  nature  of  the  enquiry,  and  at  what  stage  does 

it  stand  at  present?.  ■  ■ .  .  ' 

Mr.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government).: 
The  conduct  and  the  work  of  this.  Tahsildar  are  under  investigation  and 
hence  Government  cannot  answer  this  question  ..at.  the  present  stage. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)-.  May  I  know  whether 
there  are  any  charges' against  Mr.  Padmanabha  Aiyar  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government): 
The  answer  given  is  definite. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  But  I  wish  to  know  whether 
any  charges  were  framed  against  this  officer.  .  , 

MR.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief Secretary  to  Government): 
The  whole  thing  is  under  investigation.  .  ' 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  May  I  know  whether,  the 

head  of  the  department  reported  against  this  officer  ?  ' 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief.  Secretary  to  Government) 
Reports  have  come  in. 

Mr.-M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  Against'  Mr.  - Padmanabha 
Aiyar? 

MR.  K.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Govemiwnt)  : 

Yes., 
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Equipment  for  Dr.  K.  P.  Batman  Pillai. 

408.  Mb.  N.  BAMAKBISHNA  PILLAI  ( VaiJcam  cum  Ettwuanur) - 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  whether  all  the  surgical 
instruments  and  other  equipment  recommended  by  Dr.  K.  P.  Banian 
Pillai  for  his  special  work  in  the  General  Hospital  have  been  obtained 
bv  the  Government  and  whether  all  convenience  for  his  special  work 
has  been  afforded  to  him  ? ' 

Mb.  E.  KKISHNA  PltiLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)-.  A 
few  months  before  Dr.  K.  P.  Baman  Pillai’s  return  to  Travancore,  he 
sent  from  Edinburgh  a  list  of  instruments  required  for  his  special  depart¬ 
ment.  .  The  list  contained  185  items.  In  the  letter  forwarding  the1 
list,  he  explicitly  stated. that  it  contained  all  the  instruments  required 
for  his  purpose.  The  Darbar  Physician  asked  Dr.  Baman  Pillai  to 
visit  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Down  Bros-,  in  London,  and'  personally  select 
the  articles.  Dr.  Baman  Pillai  cabled  that  the  cost  would  be  £.  822 
and  this  ,  was  sanctioned  by  the  Government  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Darbar  Physician.  The  actual  cost  of  supply,  however,  came  to 
£.  441-15-7.  In  the  meantime  Dr.  Baman  Pillai  sent  a  second  list  of 
126  articles  to  the -Darbar  Physician  and  asked  for  their  supply.  But 
the  latter  took  no.  action  on  it,  partly  because  several  articles  contained 
in  that,  list  had  been  included  in  the  first  list  and  partly  because1 
Dr.  Baman  Pillai  had  explicitly  stated  that  the  first  list  comprised  all 
the  articles  required  by  him.  Later  on,  he  sent  a  third'  list  of  fifty 
articles.  The  Darter  Physician  says  that  ten  of  these  articles  had  been 
included  in  the  first  list,  thirteen  are  either  available  in  the  General  Medi¬ 
cal  Stores  or  can  be  locally  purchased,  and  that  the  others  are  either  simi¬ 
lar  to  articles  supplied  according  to  the  first  list  or  are  not  indispensable. 
•Dr.  Baman  Pillai  has  condemned  nine  of  the  articles  supplied  to  him,  but 
according  to  the  Darbar  Physician  they  are  all  articles  contained  in  the 
first  list.  The  Darbar  Physician  says  that  the  number  and  variety  of 
the  articles  supplied  to  Dr.  Hainan  Pillai  are  more  than  sufficient  for 
.  his.  special  work  and  that  all  reasonable  conveniences  have  been  afforded 
to  him  for  carrying  it  on.  ■■ 

Loss  due  to  Erosion  of  the  Sea  in  Kartikapalli  Taluk. 

409.  .  Mb.  C.  BAMANKUNJU  ( Nominated ) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state  the  area  of  land  on  the  sea  coast  of  Pudupalli 
proverthi  in  the/Karunagapalli  taluk  and  Mutukulam  proverthi  in  the 
Kartikapalli  taluk  eroded  by  the  sea  and  the  Kayankulam  bar  and  the 
amount  of  loss  sustained  by  the  people  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  as 
also  what  help  was  rendered  to  them  by  the  Government  ? 

Me.  B.  KBISHNA  PILLAI  •  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  It 
is  reported  that  some  lands  were  encroached  upon  by  the  sea  in  the  Pu- 
tupalli  pahutki,  Karunagapalli  taluk,  within  the  last  15  years,  but  that, 
as  there  was  no  application  for  remission  of  tax,  the  exact  area  encroached 
upon  has  not  been  ascertained  nor  .  were  any  further  steps  taken, 
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As  for  Mutukulam  proverthi,  Kartikapalli  taluk,  an  extent  of  about 
137  acres  was  encroached  upon  by  the  sea  in  the  Arattupnzha  yakuthi 
of  the' name  proverthi  within  the  last  15  years.  The  tax  on  these  lands 
has  been  struck  off  the  accounts.  Government  have  no  information  in 
regard  to  the  loss  sustained  by  the  people  on  account  of  encroachments 
by  the  sea  and  the  bar.  Government  cannot  afford  relief  in  such  cases. 

Prawn  Industry  in  Trasancore. 

■  410.  Mu.  C.  BAMANKUNJ C  {Nominated)'.  («■)  Are  the  Govern¬ 
ment  aware  that  the  prawn  industry  in  the  State  is  handicapped  by  con¬ 
tinuous  and  heavy  fluctuations  of  prices  in  the  Eangoon  market  ? 

(5)  Will  the  Gevernment  be  pleased .  to  enquire  into  the  effect 
of  fluctuations  in  prices  in  the  Eangoon  market  upon  the  fisherfolk  and 
their  industry  in  the  State  and  take  immediate  steps  to  improve  the 
position? 

Mr.  S.  PABAMESVABA  AIYAE  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 

(a)  The  Government  are  informed  that  the  prices  of  prawns  in 
the  Eangoon  market  are  subject  to  continuous  and. heavy  fluctuations. 

( b )  Such  fluctuations  cannot  be  regulated  by  any  action  of  the 
Government.  The  Begistrar  of  Co-operative  Societies  and  the  Director 
of  Industries  will  be  instructed  to  help  the  fisherfolk  concerned  with  sug¬ 
gestions  and  advice. 

■  Mr.  A.  0.  Jacob  as  X-ray  Expert. 

411.  Mr.  M.  N;  PlLLAI  {Trivandrum)  -,  (a)  Is  it  a  fact  that  one 
Mr.  A.  0.  Jacob  has  been  ordered,  by  the ,  Darbar  Physician  to  undergo 
X-ray  training  in  England  at  his  own  expense  on  the  understanding 
that  he  would  be  provided  with  a  place  in  the  Medical  Department  on. 
his  return? 

(6)  Was  any  one  in  the  department  asked  whether  he  was ’  pre¬ 
pared  to  undergo  training  at  his  own  expense  in  England  ? 

(c)  Why  did  the  Government  not  depute  medical  men  already  in 

the  service  to  undergo  training  at  Dehra  Dhun  ?  ' 

(h)  Have  the  Government  given  an  undertaking  that.  Mr. 
A.  0.  Jacob  will  be  entertained  in  the  service  as  soon  as  he  returns  after 
training? 

(e)  Do  the  Government  intend  to  retain  him  permanently  in  the 
X-ray  Department  on  his  return  ? 

Mr.  E.  KEISHNA  PILDAI  {Chief  Secretary  to  Government) : 

{a)  Mr.  A.  0.  Jacob  b.  a.,  m.  B,  b.  s.,  applied  to  the  Darbar 
Physician  and  the  Government  stating  that  he  would  -specialise  in 
electro-therapeutics  in  England  if  the  Government  would  entertain 
him  in  the  Medical  Department  on  his  return.  .  .  On  the  recommendation 
of  the  Darbar  Physician.  Government  sanctioned  the  acceptance  of 
Mr.  Jacob’s  offer  subject  to  the  following  conditions  : 
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Mr.  Jacob  should  immediately  proceed  to  England  and  study  and 
obtain  a  Diploma  in  Medical  Radiology  and  Electrology_  in  Cambridge 
‘or  London,  and,  after  qualification,  visiPand  see  the  practical  -working  of 
the  electro-therape  ’tic  departments  in  the  various  London  Hospitals 
for  a' period  of  three  months,  at  his  own  expense. 

(b)  No. 

(c)  The  training  in  England  is  reported  to  be  far  superior  to 
what  can  be  had  at  Dehra  Dhun  or  anywhere  else  in  India.  ■ 

(cC)  Vide  answer  to  para  (a)  above. 

'  /•■(e)  Government  cannot  make  any  pronouncement  now. 

Mu.  M.  N.  EILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  May  I  knpw  what  necessited 
the  Darbar  Physician  to  recommend  Mr.  A.  0.  Jacob,  an  outsider,  to 
undergo  training  in  Europe  without  consulting  the  officers  already  in 
service  ?  ,  - 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  The 
answer  consists-  of  several  parts.  I  should  like  to  know  with  reference, 
to  which  part  he  puts  the  supplementary  question. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  In  the  answer  it  is  stated  as 
follows  ; 

“  (a)  Mr.  A.  0.  Jacob  b.  a.,  m.  b.  b.  a.,  applied  to  the  Darbar 
Physician  and  the  Government,  stating  that  he  would  specialise  in 
electro-therapeutics  in  England  if  the  Government  would  entertain  him 
in  the  Medical  Department  on  his  return.  On  the  recommendation  of 
the  Darbar.  Physician,  Government,  sanctioned  the  acceptance  of  Mr. 
Jacob’s  offer  subject  to  the  following  conditions : 

“  Mr.  Jacob  should  immediately  proceed  to  England  and  study  and 
obtain  a  Diploma  in  Medical  Radiology  and  Electrology  in  Cambridge 
or  London,  and:  afi\er  qualification,  visit,  and  see  the  practical  working 
.  of  thp  electro-therapeutic  'departments  in  the  various  London  Hospitals 
for  a  period  of  three. months,  at  his  own  expense.  ”  • 

’  Are  there  Got  men  undergoing  training  in  England  ?  Why  should 
not  the  Government  ask  any  of  those  men  who  receive  scholarship  from 
the  State  to  undergo  training,  for  ■  three  months  id  England  in  X-ray 
and  eleOtro-thorapeuiies  ?  1  .'  ;  .  . 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) :  No 
medical  student  in  England1  is  holding  a  scholarship  from  -  the  Govern* 
meat  now.  .  >  . 

•  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI-  (Trivandrum)-.  But  there  were  mem  Was 
it  after  those  men  returned  that  this  man  was  sent  ? 

Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government) ! 
Some  men  have  gone  on  study  leave,  , 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  I  have  asked  about  the  X-ray 
Department.  When- 1  put  the  question  last  time,  the  Darbar  Physician 
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told  us  that  it  was  very  cruel  to  appoint  a  man  in  the  X-ray  Department 
for  more  than  six  months.  Then  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  this 
officer  after  that  period? 

PRESIDENT  :  That  does  not  arise  here. 

Mb..  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  I  have  asked  in  (b) :  “Was 
any  one  in  the  department  asked  whether  he  was  prepared  to  undergo 
training  at  his  own  expense  in  England?”  May  I  know  why  Govern¬ 
ment  did  not  asE  the  men  already  in  the  department? 

;  Mr.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ):' 
Nobody  offered  himself. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  {Trivandrum)  :  Is  this  Mr.  A.  0.  Jacob  in 
service  ? 

PRESIDENT :  That  is  in  the  answer  itself. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  With  reference  to  the  answer 
to  (c),  may  I  know  why  the  Government  did  not  depute  some  one  in  the 
department  to  go.  to  Dehra  Dhun  and  get  himself  trained  ?,: 

PRESIDENT:  The  answer  is  there. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandnim) :  Sir,  medical  men  cannot  be 
kept  for  more  than  six  months  in  the  X-ray  Department.  Then  how 
could  this  particular  individual  alone  look  after  it  ?  ; 

PRESIDENT:  That  does  not  mean  that  Dehra  Dhun  training 
is  the  proper  training.  .  That  question  does  not  arise  out  of  that. 

Mb.M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Is  itafact  that  the  Government 
have  given  an  undertaking  that  he  would  be  entertained  in  the  service  ? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  .PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary'  to  Government): 
The  answer  is  contained  in  part  (a). 

,  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  What  is  the  pay  offered  to 
him  on  his  return? 

Ms.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
That  is  also  stated  there.  ’ 

^  State-aided  Industries. 

.  412.  Mb.  N.  EAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI .  (Vaiham  cum  Ettu- 
mcmiir):  What  are  the  industries  which  receive  State  aid  in  Tra- 
■  vancore  ? 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVARA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government): 

The  industries  receiving  State  aid  are  the  following:— - 

'i  l.  The  Travancore  (Button  Factory.  Mr..  Netto,  the  proprietor 

of  the  factory,  was  given  a  contract  for  the  collection  of  shank  shells  for 

g,  twenty  year£  on  condition  that,  he  would  start  a  button  ^a<*ory  an(* 
popularise  button-making  in  Travancore.  , 

2  The  Trvahcore  Sugars,  JM.  The  Government  have  pro¬ 
mised  to  take  25  per  cent,  of  the  shares  and  also  to  buy  the  molasses 
for  the  manufacture  of  arrack- 
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3.  The  South  Indian  Match  Factory.  ' 

(a)  Grant  of  twenty-five  acres  of  land ; 

(b) :  timber  for  construction  of  the  factory,  viz.,  soft  wood  timber 
and  firewood  at.  concessional  rates;  and 

(c)  an  undertaking  not  to  levy  any  duty  or  tax  on  the  manu¬ 
facture,  sale  or  export  of  the  matches. 

4.  The  Malabar  Match  Manufacturing  Company.  8,000  acres 

of  Uta  growing  land  were  leased  out  to  the  company  as  well  as  twenty 
five  acres  of  house-site  for  building  a  factory  were  given.  /" 

Further,  a  system  of  granting  loans  to  small  industries  has  been 
sanctioned.  Besides,  Government  are  giving  grants  to  industrial 
schools — mostly  weaving  schools. 

Transfer  of  Mr.  8.  Ignatius B.  A.,  L.T. 

413.  Mb.  PAUL  V.  DANIEL  (Agastisvaramf :  (a)  Have  tile 
Government  received  a.  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  a  represen¬ 
tative  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Nanjinad  regarding  the  trans- 
.  fer  of  Mr.  S.  Ignatius  B.  x.  t:,  teacher,  from  Kottar  to  Shen- 
cottah  ? 

( b )  What*  action  ha,ve.  the  Government  taken  on  the  same  ? 

(c)  Was  there  any  special  reason  for  transferring  him  in  the 
middle  of  the  year,  and,  if  so,  what? 

(d)  Wh*t  class  was  he  teaching  in  the  Kottar  High  School  and 
with  what  result? 

'  .  (e) .  What  class  is  he  teaching  now,  and  why  ?" 

Mb.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government)  '. 

(a)  The  Director  of  Public  Instruction  received  a  copy  of  a  set 
of  resolutions  said  to  have  been  passed  at  a  meeting  held  at  Nagereoil. 

..  (6)  No  action  was  taken  on  it. 

(c)  Yes.  Government  are  not  prepared  to  disclose  their  reasons. 

(dl^Mr.  Ignatius  ..was  teaching  Forms  III  and  VI  in  the  English 
High  School,  Kottar. 

(e)  He  is  now  teaching  Forms  III,  -IV  and  V  in  the  English 
High  School,  Shencottah.  The  assignment  of  classes  and  subjects  to 
individual  teachers  is  a  matter  left  to  the  discretion  of  Headmasters.  ' , 

Mr.  Ignasimuttu  Pillai' s  work  in  the  Shencottah  High  School, 

414..  -Mb.  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  t Kallculam  cum- 
.  .Tovala):  (a)  Why  was  Mr.  Ignasimuttu  Pillai,  B.  a.,  l.  t.,  a.  c.  p., 
who  had  been  for  several  years  teaching  English,  transferred  from 
Kottar, to  Shencottah  and  assigned  work  in  the  lower  forms  of  that  , 
school?  .. 

( b )  For  what  reason  did  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction  forbid 
the  1  send  off  ’  proposed  to  be  given  to  Mr,  Ignasimuttu  Pillai  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  his  transfer  ? 
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Mr,  S.  PARAMESVARA  A  IYER  ( Secretary  to  Government) : 
(a)  The  member  is  referred  to  part  ( e )  of  the  answer  to  interpella¬ 
tion  No.  463.  - 

member  is  referred  to  the  Government  notification, 

dated  the  15th  June,  1891,  published  at  page  59  of  Volume  II  of  the 
hand,  Bevenue  Manual. 

Papers  re.  Mr.  Ignasimuttu  Pillai. 

415.  Mr.  _  T.  M.  CHIDAMBARATANU  PILLAI  ( Kalhtlam.  cum 
Tovala)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on  the  table  the 
:  following  records : 

(а)  The  D.  O.’s  sent  by  the  Headmaster,  English  High  School' 
Kottar,  with  the  Inspector’s  endorsements  thereon,  on  the  strength  of 
which  Mr.  S.  Ignasimuttu  Pillai  B.  A.,  l.  t„  a.  ic.  P.  (London),  was 
transferred  to  Sheneottah ;  and 

(б)  the  reports  and  other  communications  sent  by  him  with  re¬ 
ference  to  Mr,  S.  Ignasimuttu  Pillai  after  the  date  of  his  transfer  and 
with  reference  to  the  protest  meeting  at  Kottar  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government) : 
The  records  referred  to  by  the  member  cannot  he  laid  on  the  table. 

Smuggling  through  Quilon  Land  Entrance  Glmokey. 

416.  Mr.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eraniel  cum  Vilavankad) : 
(ft)  With  reference  to  the  answers  to  Questions  Nos.  33  and  34 

asked  on  the  15th  Tulam,  1099,  will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  : 

(1)  whether  the  Excise  Commissioner  received  a  petition  stating 
that  a  large  quantity  of  cocoanut.  oil  was  taken  through  the  Qulion 
Land  Entrance  Chowkey  without  paying  duty  in  1098 ; 

(2)  whether  the  Excise  Commissioner  was  absent  on  any  day 
from  the  Legislative  Council  meeting  held  from  the  28th  Minam  to  the 
8th  Medam,  1098,  and  if  so,  on  which  day  and  whether  the  Excise  Com¬ 
missioner  went  to  Qulion  on  that  day  to  enquire  about  that  petition;  and 

(3)  whether,  as  a  result’of  that  enquiry,  a  peon  of  theLand  En¬ 

trance  Ghowkey,  Qulion,  was  'suspended,  and  a  Sub-Inspector  and  the 
merchant  who  smuggled  cocoanut  oil  .  were  fined  Rs.  5  and  Rs.  100 
respectively  ?  ■ 

(6)  Will  the  Government  he  pleased  to  call  for  and  examine  the 
records  connected  with  this  case  ? 

Mr.  S.  PARAMESVABA  AIYAR  (Secretary  to  Government ): 

(a)  (1)  No  petition  was  received ;  but  information  was  received 
by  the  Excise  Commissioner  to  the  effect  that,  of  500  tins  of  cocoanut  oil 
exported  through  the  Quilon  Land  Entrance  Chowkey  on  the  25th 
Minam,  1098,  duty  was  levied  only  on  450  tins,  and  immediate  instructions 
were  issued  to  the  Assistant  Excise  Commissioner,  Quilon,  for  ^prompt 
enquiry  and  detailed  report. 

(2)  The  answer  is  in  the  negative, 
ypl.  I.V.JN0.  lft,  t: 
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(B)  No  peon  was  suspended  inconneotion  with  the  case.  These 
was  an  enquiry  by  the  Assistant  Excise  Commissioner  and  as  a.  result  of 
that  enquiry,  the  Sub-Inspector  in  charge  of  the  Chowkey  was.  fined 
Bs.  5  for  negligence.  There  were  two  accused  in  the  case.  One  was 
fined  Bs.  60  and  the  other  Bs.  40  by  the  Assistant  Excise  Commissioner, 
Quilon,  under  the  Land  Customs  Begulation. 

(6)  Yes. 

Excise  Sub-Inspectors  recruited  from  outside  the  Department. 

417.  Mb.  T.  KUMABA  PILL  AI  (Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod )  : 

;  (a)  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  place  on-  the  table  a 
statement  showing  the  names  of  the  officers  who  were  appointed  as 
Excise  Sub-Inspectors  from  outside,  from  Minam,.  1098,  to  the  end.  of 
Vrischikam,  1099  ? 

(6)  How  many  of  the  Sub-Inspectors  recruited  from  outside 
have  been  punished  departmental! v  and  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
offence  and  the  punishment  in  each  case  ? 

(c)  How  many  of  the  Sub-Inspectors  recruited  from  outside 
•have  been  removed  from  office  ?  What  are  the  charges  against  each 
of  them  ? 

Mb.  S.  PAKAMESVABA  AIYAB  ( Secretary  to  Government ) : 
(a)'  None. 

■  (6).  and  (c)  _ _ 


....  .  .  .  j 

Nature- of  offence. 

Number  of 
Sub- 

1  Inspectors 
punished. 

Nature  of  punishment. 

1 : 

Eor  permitting,  the  ki$t  to  fall 
in  arrears  <.. 

1  . 

Fine  of  Bs,  3. 

Bad  preventive  work 

.  ,:3 

Two  were  fined  Bs.  3 

Fall  in  tobacco  and  customs 
receipts  ... 

2  '  . 

each  and  one  Bs.  2. 

Fine  of  Bs.  3  each. 

Poor  detection  work 

1 

Fine  of  Bs.  2. 

For  official  irregularities  and 
neglect  of  work  ... 

.  1  :■ 

Discharge  from  service. 

N.  B-  this  list  include*  Sub-Irnpactora  recruited  from  outside  before  Mithaam 

iofw. 

Need  fora  Saifjzm  or.  Camp-shed  at  Parur. 


418.  Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  {Alangad  cum  Parur)  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state ; 
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(a)  whether  they  are  aware  that  considerable  difficulties  are 
experienced  by  touring  officers  and  strangers  for  want  of  a  public  halting 
place  in  the'  town  of  Parur ;  and 

.  (6)  whether  they  will,  in  the  light  of  the  above  fact,  see  that  a 
P.  W.  D.  camp-shed  or  a  satram  is  constructed  in  that  town  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  future '? 

Mb.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ) : 
(a)  Yes.  In  this  connection,  the  attention  of  the  member  is 
invited  to  the  discussion  on  motion  No.  165  at  the  first  session  of  the 
Legislative  Council  held  during  Karkadakam,  1097.  The  provision  of 
Es.  3,000  made  in  the  draft  budget  for  1098  for  the  construction  of  a 
camp-shed  at  Parur  was  opposed  by  the  member  himself  and  "vetoed  by 
the  Council. 

U>)  Provision  will  be  made  for  the  construction  of  a  camp-shed 
in  the  draft  budget  for  1100  M.  E. 

Co-operative  Banks  for  Euttanad. 

419.  Mb,  L.  R.  RAJARAJA  VARMA  KOILTAMPURAN  (Eda- 
vagai)  :  Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  promote  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  co-operative  banks  among  punfo  cultivators  in  Euttanad  by 
rendering  some  special  pecuniary  help  to  them  ? 

Mb.  S.  PAKAMESVARA  AIYAR  ( Secretary  to  Government):, 
The  Co~oper,ative  Department  will  give  "all  necessary  advice  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  promoting  the  establishment  of  Co-operative  banks  in  the  Eutta¬ 
nad.  The  Trivandrum  Central  Co-operative  Bank,  one  of  whose  objects 
is  the  financing  of  Co-operative  societies,:  is  the  institution  to  which  such 
societies  should  apply  for  pecuniary  help.  ' 

Appointments  made  by  the  Account  Officer. 

420.  ■  Mb.  TAEIATU  KUNJITOMMAN  Qlmattwpuzhu)  :  Will 
the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  persons  there  are  now  in 
the  Account  Office  on  Es.  25  and  above  who  were  appointed  by  the 

■  present  Account  .Officer,  and  bow ;  many  among  them  are,  Brahmins, 
Nayars,  Catholic  Christians,  other  Christians,  Ezhavas  and  Mahomedans  ? 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government)-.  State¬ 
ments*  giving  the  information  required  hy  the  member  are  laid  on  the 
table. 

.  Verification  of  Age  of  Nan-Ghristia?i  Officers.  " 

421.  Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) : 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  state  how,  under  the  provisions  of 
Article  352  (o)  of  the  Travancore  Service  Regulations,  the  age  of  non- 
Christian  officers  is  verified  and  entered  in  their  service  books? 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  (. Financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  The 
information  required  by  themember  is  contained  in  the  Article  itself  . 

■  *  Vide  appendix  VII A  &  B — page  1215,:  . 
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'  Verification  of  the  Aye  of  Officers  dr  airing  more  than 

Es.  160  per  mensem. 

422.  Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod)  : 
Will  the  Government  be  pleased  to  rule  that  the  officers  who  draw  a 
salary  of  Rs.  150  per  mensem  and  who  havepassedUniversity  examina- 
tions  should  produce  within  a  perscribed  period  copies  of  the  applications 
forwarded  by  them  for  their  University  examinations,  [or  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  ascertaining  their  age  and  correcting  it  on  verification  with 
their,  service  hooks  ? 

Mb.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government) :  No. 

Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  {.Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod )  : 

g.e§jocofmcn2;0(i  omgjVT|©&  ©njgjemjoOo  cmlm rijlroo0 
i^(i»  mid.Pou  ogoeaioaiai)  ao.  @  a.  orQ  qj  An-jaorrurol^0  <mocu(issis'' 
OjcoJ^lacD  <ru<riQ]lav 

<m>olcffios>i2o  ? 

'  Me.  K.  GEORGE  (financial  Secretary  to  Government)  :  ffllDol 

Mb,  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod)  :  SJo® 
<s>oao<©o  o_i(51(8oooaSl^oesmo  m.  A'ojloOligfttcea"  aicon^i 
(oitnl  og)^@tTD@“?  . 

Me.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government):  m.m 
&o  mjrolftOBOoSl^j0  at®  0S§)<8(jr^§l®ai>o  ^cdjo©c0>  ©aoa’lfflc&o^&sSroa 

(BTO©gj0£l<o6  ©I®  ©s®6ri5kejo  ojlsgjsSls'ua  g.e&  stcca  (jycuomtejas 
autiglgjl  ©<9oeooof.i®slaoB)b  (si®sm°  (3rt>60S6>ao  anj^jan©". 

Me.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod ) :  rroocoo 
asm  o^@rt5MD(0in!lajbsmo  6uucgjomffi>u? 

mIe.  K.  GEORGE  .  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government ) :  fflsng 
nSaxcirinejo  ©nj^oauni0. 

Mb.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) :  @9 
(b»®6  ag]@(B)(t)®Yi5)iejasfia0  smjg^cmrbi0. 

Me.  K.  GEORGE  (Financial  Secretary  to  Government ):  (Tuigl 
g-ilaiftsiOQ,  eooocMlcqjo  aorts&o  cscoocafiiteijo  o^romsrr#. 

Me.  T.  KUMARA  PILLAI  (. Eraniel  cum  Vilavankod) :  <sro®y 
o^@(3i(0(Biinlejosno0? 

Mu,  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Government) :  «W» 
olersisji^so. 
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Mr.  T.  IvUMAEA  PILLAI  ( Eraniel  cum  Vilavaukod ) :  aonn 
c b>o  aooo1ag)y>tinlmmtaoa!)  i§j<n)onTj£3gg.<isuQ2))  OTai<fi6i6raia5Q  afinjoffl) 
,sscnoffi6n§o? 

Mr.  K.  GEORGE  ( Financial  Secretary  to  Guverment)  :  (Stool 


Appointment  of  Mr.  Chacko  as  Superintendent,  Stamp 
Manufactory . 

423.  Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Will  the  Government 
be  pleased  to  state : 

(a)  the  pay,  qualification  and  Service  of  Mr.  Chacko,  who  was 
recently  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Stamp  Manufactory  ; 

(Z>)  the  pay,  qualification,  service  and  names  of  the  present  Su¬ 
perintendents  of  the  Account  Office  and  the  Huzur  Office ; 

(c)  why  they  ignored  the  claims  of  these  Superintendents  when 
the  appointment  was  made ;  and 

M)  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  a  Superintendent  of  the  Account 
Office  once  acted  as  Superintendent  of  the  Stamp  Manufactory,  and, 
if  so,  who  he  is,  and  why  his  claims  have  been  ignored  this  time  ? 

Mr.  It.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government):  ( a ) 
and  ( b )  A  Statement*  containing  the  information  required  is  laid'  on  the 
table. 

(e)  The  Stamp  Manufactory  is  an  independent  institution  not 
in  any  way  connected  with  the  Account  Office  or  the  Huzur  Secret¬ 
ariat-  There  is  no  question,  therefore  of  the  claims  of  the  Superintendents 
of  the  Account  Office  or  of  the  Huzur  Secretariat  being  ignored  by  the 
appointment  of.  Mr.  Chacko  to  the  place. 

(d)  Yes.  Mr.  P.  N.  Achyutan  Nairn,  a.,  Acting  Superintendent, 
Account  Office,  for  ten  days  from  5th  Mithunam,  1098tol4th  Mithunam, 
1098.  As  for  his  claims,  vide  answer  to  part  (c). 

Me..  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  What  are  the  .  special  quali¬ 
fications  of  Mr.  P.  0.  Chacko,  who  is  now  drawing  Rs.  125,  to  be  giten 
the  place  of  the  Mint  Superintendent  over  seventeen  men  drawing  from 
Rs.  160  to  Rs.  200  ?  May  I  know  what  necessitated  the  Government  to 
give  him  such  a  rapid  promotion  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  .  What  is; the  salary  of  the  appointment? 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary :  to  Govermnent): 
Rs.  150. 

Mr.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum } :  But  the  scale  is  up  to 
Rs.  200.  So  I  wish  to  know  the  special  reasons  for  giving  him  a  pro¬ 
motion  from  Rs.  125  to  Rs.  150  in  that  scale.  There  are  several  others 
equally  qualified,  and  some  are  b.  l’s.  May  I  point  out  — 

PRESIDENT:-  Please  do  not  point  out  anything.  :  Ask  for  infor¬ 
mation  or  reasons. 

Mu.  M.  N.  PILLAI  C Trivandrum ):  I  want  to  know  the  reason 
for  giving  promotion  to  Mr.  P.  O.  Chacko  B.  a.,  drawing  Rs.  125,  as  the 

*  Vide  appendix  VIII— pago  121(i. 
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Mint  Superintendent,  overlooking  the  claims  of  several  others  who  are 
Superintendents  in  the  Huzur  Cutcherry  and  the  Account  Office  ? 

Mb*  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government ): 
The  answer  is  contained  in  part  (c) .  Moreover  it  is  only  a  temporary  ap¬ 
pointment  carrying  a  minimum  salary  of  Bs.  150.  Most  of  the  Superin. 
tendents  in  the  Huzur  office  are  getting  more  than  that. 

.  Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  Is  it  the,  practice  that  any 

man  can  be  put  in  as  Mint  Superintendent  ? 

Me.  E.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)'. 
Any  qualified  man  whom  the  Government  consider  fit  can  be  put  in. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum )  :  Government  said  that  necruit- 
ment  would  be  made  from  the  Account  Office  or  the  Huzur  Office, 

PRESIDENT:  You  are  making  certain  statements  for  which 
there  is  no  warrant. 

Mb,:-  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)-  May  I  know  whether 
Mr.  Chacko  is  to  be  confirmed  as  the  Mint  Superintendent  ? 

Mb,  R.  KRISHNA  .PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Government)', 
That  will  be  considered  when  the  place  falls  permanently  vacant.  .■ 
Mb.'  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ) :  Are  they  going  to  ovetlook 
the  claims  of  others  who  are  already  in  the  service  ? 

Mb.  B.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  ( Chief  Secretary  to  Govermrnt ): 
There  is  nobody  in  the  Mint  whose  claims  could  be  overlooked. 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  •  (Trimndnm) :  Usually  those  who  are  in  the 
Account  Office  and  the  Secretariat  are  promoted  as  Superintendents.  ; 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (dhief  Secretary  to  Government)'. 
There  is  no  such  rule.  '  , 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  May  I  know  what  is  the 
special  qualification  of  Mr.  Chacko  ?  ‘ 

Mb.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )‘ 
He  is  an.  a;  he  has  passed  the  Revenue  -Test;  he  has  passed  the  Cri¬ 
minal  Iridicial  Test  (Higher)  and  he  has  put  in  long  service, 

Mb.  M.  N.  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum ):  But  are  there  not  .graduates 
in  law  qualified  for  that  place  ? 

Me.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government )! 
There  may  be ;  I  do  not  deny  that. 

Mb;  M-  N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum) :  Are  the  Government  -not 
In  a  position  to  give 'me-  a  definite  answer  as  to  why  they  promoted 
Mr.  Chacko  ?  ■  , 

Mu.  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Government)', 
I  have  already  answered  that  question. 

Mb.  M.N.  PILLAI  (Trivandrum)  :  Were  there  any  otheiJ 
cants  for  that  place  ? 

. Mb.  .  R.  KRISHNA  PILLAI  (Chief  Secretary  to  Gomrmimt )! 

Konej  atBAyYatej  at  that  time. 
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Appendix  III. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No*  358. 

Statement  showing  extra  remuneration  paid  to  Sirkar  Vakils 
by  Government  for  the  conduct  of  cases  on  behalf  of 
Government  for  the  last  10  years — 1914-1924. 


Virakeralan  Case:-.  P-  H  Nos.  I  I 
4  of  1097,  Oistriet  Magistrate 
Court,  Quifou 

Kndivila  Case,  0.  S.  No.  3  of  109 
Quilon  District  Court 


Noorvacaud  case,  O-  S.  No-  87  of j 
85,  Quilon  District  Court  ...i 
Valiakavn  'Kcserve  claim  oases.  5; 
in  number,  Quilon  Forest  Settle-j 
meat  Office 

Perumauam  Temple  Arbitration  I 
case  before  the  British  Resident.. -I 
Pevumanain  Temple  Appeals  boforej 
Cochin  Chief  Court  ...; 

Treasury  defalcation  case  (both  in 
the  Kottayam  Sessions  Court  and! 
High  Court)  Sessions  Case  No.i 
2o/94  -j 

Brandor  Murder  case,  Sessions  Case 
16  of  93,  Quilon  Sessions  Court... 

Do-  before  (he  High  Court  .v 
Virakeralan  case,  Quilon  Sessions 
Court 


Mr.  A.  Venkatarama  Aiyar,  Counterfeit  one  Hundred  Rupeej 

Assistant  Hoad  Sirkar  Vakil.  Currency  Note  cases,  Criminal: 
.  .  Appeals  127/96  etc.;  High  Court...; 


Mr.  N  ■  Simdararaja  Aiyangar,  Ohengaunur  Riot  Appeals,  Criminal 
Assistant  Head  Sirkar  Vakil.  Appeals  127/91  eto.,. High  Court. 

Do.  Pooiijat  case,  A.  S.  No-  67  of  95. 

High  Court 
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__ 

Amount 

% 

Name  of  the  Sirkar  Vakil. 

No.  mill  year  of  the  case. 

sanctioned 
by  Govern;" 

1 

mont. 

Rs. 

15 

Talayolnparumbu  Riot,  ease  Ap- 

peals  Criminal  Appeals  109/97 

etc.,  High  Court  ... 

1121 

16 

Do. 

Counterfeit  Five.  Rupees  Mote  oases, 

Criminal  Appeal  1.7G  of  97  oto., 
High  Court  ... 

400 

Tdtul 

512-1 

17 

Mr,  A.  Kumars,  Pillai. 

Forest  claim  cage,  No.  93/88  Forest 

Sirkar  Vakil,  Nagerooil- 

Settlement  Office,  Patimauablui- 
purara 

6611. 

18 

Do. 

C.  0.  Nos.  27  ami  69  of  1094, 
Pudmunalihapurum  Division  lgt 
Class  Magistrate’s  Court 

460 

Total  ... 

1,120 

19 

Mr.  K.  Thomas  VarghoBe,' 

Seminary  Murder  Case,  C.  C.  No. 

■  Sirkar  Vakil,  Kottayaui. 

282/97,  Division  1st  Class  Magi- 

strata's  Court,  Kottayam 

200 

20 

Do. 

Buoldugham  Stephen's  Murder  case, 

C,  C.  No.  187/88,  Division  1st! 
Glass  Magistrate's  Court,  Kot- 
■  toy  am 

400 

21 

Do. 

Crl.  App.  Nos.  299  to  303  and  334/ 

91,  Division  1st  Class  Magistrate’s 
Court,  Kottayam  (Forest  Ouse)... 

25 

22 

Do. 

C.  C.  Nos.  147  and  149  of  91,  2nd 

Class  Magistrate’s  Court,  Kot- 

200 

23 

.Do 

Auoherikkiil  Deserve  Claim  Cases, 

Nos.  6  and  7  of  85,  Forest  Set¬ 
tlement  Office,  ICottayam 

150 

24 

Do. 

Elephant  shooting  ease,  (J.  C. 

No.1  1/92,  Special  Magistrate's 
Court,  Peormnde 

270 

25 

Do. 

Elephant  shooting  case  (Jri.  App. 

1/93,  Special  Appellate  Court  ... 

90 

26 

Do. 

Treasury  Defalcation  ease,  0.  C. 

- 

No.  4  of  1094,  KoUaymu  District 
Magistrate’s  Court 

540 

27 

■  Do. 

Mr.  Vernede’s  ease.  0.  C.  No.  1/95, 

Doyieolani  *  Special  Magistrate’s 
Cowl;  .„ 

420  ' 

28 

Do. 

Mr.  Vemcdo’s  ease  at  Madras  High 

Court  Sessions 

150  ? 
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Appendix  III.— 


Name  of  the  Sirkar  Vakil. 


I  Amount 

,  ■  .  sanctioned 

i(l  year  of  the  case.  by  Govern- 

merit. 


Mr.  K.  Thomas  Varghesi 
Sirkar  Vakil,  Kottayam. 


Bamapuram  Alapara  Forest  Settle-! 
■:  ment  cases  and  Peermade,  Peru- 
vantauam  and  Kalluppara  Nedu- 
mkunnam  Boundary  Dispute 
cases 

Elephant  shooting  cases  C.  C.  Nos. 
109  of  1096,  and  24. and  31  of  97 
Peermade  Magistrate’s  Court 
Counterfeit .  one  hundred  Rupees 
Currency  Notes  cases,  C.  C.  No, 
253/95,  Division  1st  Class  Magi¬ 
strate’s  Court,  Kottayam 
Counterfeit  one  hundred  Rupees 
Currency  Note  appeals,  Crl,  App, 
127/96  etc.,  High  Court 
Mr,  K.  0.  Joshua’s  Assault  case, 
P.  E.  No.  6/1098,  Stationary  2nd 
Class  Magistrate’s  Court,  Kottayam 


“  Total  ...  5,567^ 

Mr.  A,  Philippose,  •  Treasure  Trove  cases,  C.  C.  Nos. 

Addl.  Sirkar  Vakil,  Kottayam.  26  and  27  of  1093,  Kanjirapalli 

1st  Class  Magistrate’s  Court  ...  50 

Do.  *  0/ 0.  No.  11.0  of  1093,  Division  1st 

,  Class.  Magistrate’s  Court,  Kot¬ 
tayam  ...  20 

Total  ...  70 

P.  Ch  Govinda  Pillai,  :  Defalcation  in  the  Sea  Customs 

Sirkar  VaMl,  Alleppey  ...  Office,  Alleppey,  C.  C.  No,  456/ 

95,  Alleppey,  1st  Class  Magist¬ 
rate’s  Court  ... 
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Appendix  IV, 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  360. 

List  of  applicants  for  appointments  as  Petty  Officers,  Sub-Inspectors  and 
Inspectors  received  in  the  Excise  Commissioner’s  Office 
during  1097,  1098  and  1099. 


Castewar  list  of  appointments  as  Petty  officers,  Sub-Inspectors  and 
Inspectors  made  in  the  Excise  Department  during  1097, 

1098  and  1099. 


Appendix  V- 

Vlde  Answer  to  Question  No.  364. 


Clerk,  Excise  Commissioner's 
Rs.  26  and  acting  on  Rs.  30. 
Temporary  4th  grade  Inspector  < 
US,  Kottayam. 
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Appendix  VII  A. 

v'de  Answer  to  Question  No.  420. 

Castewar  list  of  persons  who  are  now  on  Rs.  2c  aud  above  in  the 
Account  Office  and  who  were  appointed  "by  the  present 
Account  Officer  from  1-1-1093. 


No.  of  persons  ou 
Ks.  28  and  nbore 
who  were . appoint¬ 
ed  hy  the  present 
Account  C'ftioor. 


Eev 


N.  It.  Of  these,  3  Brahmins  ami  3  Nayurs  wove  supernumerary  Claris  ni  the  Land 
Department  drafted  to  this  office  in  the  last  reorganisation  on  the  1st  Cliingam  1093. 


Appendix  VII  B. 


Castewar  list  of  acting  clerks. now  in  theAccount  Office. 


Appendix  VIII. 

Vide  Answer  to  Question  No.  423 

Staternem^o^thepa^  X  St^p 

Manufactorv,  Trivandrum.  _ 
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THE  NAYAR  REGULATION  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Clause  19. 

PRESIDENT :  We  are  at  Clause  19  of  the  Nayar  Regulation 
Amendment  Bill. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved : — 

Mb.  M.  R.  Madhava  Vabiar  (Chenganm.tr  cum  Pattanamtitta) : 

Linos  X  and  2.  Delete  “the  whole  of  the”  and  substitute  “one-half  of  her.” 

Line  3.  Add  at  the  ond  after  “tliavazhee”,  the  words  “and  the  other  half  on  her 
husband.” 

Mb.  A.  Govinda  Menon  ( Alangad  cum  Pamr) : 

Lino  1.  Doloto  the  words  “the  whole”  and  substitute  the-word  “one-half", 

Mb.  G.  Pabamesvaban  Pillai  ( Neyyattinkara ) : 

Lino  1,  Doloto  tho  words  after  “her”  in  line  X  and  substitute  instead. 

“One-half  of  the  solf-aoquirod  or  separate  property  left  undisposed  of  by  her  at 
her  [death  shall  devolve  on  her  mother’s  tliavazhee  and  the  other  half  on  her  husband.” 

Mb.  C.  P.  Kochuktjnju  Pillai  (Kottarakara  cum  Eunnatiur): 

Line  1.  Substitute  the  words  “one-half  of  the  self-acquired  and  separate  pro¬ 
perty  left  undisposed  of  by  her  shall  devulve  on  her  husband  and  the  other  half  on  her 
mother’s  tliavazhee,  for  the  words  “the  whole  of  the  self-acquired . tliavazhee”. 

Mb.  V.  Kunjtjkblshna  Pillai  ( Chirayinkil ): 

Lino  X.  Substitute  “one-half”  for  “the  whole”. 

Lino  3.  Insert  the  words  “husband  and  the  other  half  oh  her”  between  “her” 
and  “mother's”. 

Mb.  M.  N.  Pillai  ( Trivandrum ) : 

Linea  1,  2  and  3.  Substitute  the  words  “one-fourth  of  the  self. acquired  and 
separate  property  left  undisposed  of  by  her  at  her  death  shall  devolve  on  her  husband  if 
alive  and  tho  rest  on  her  mother’s  thavazhoe”  for  the  words  “the  whole  of  the  self- 
aoquired . thavuzhoe”, 

Mr.  A.  Govinda  Menon  (Alangad  cum  Parur) :  Add  at  the  end 
of  the  Clause  the  following : — 

“And  the  other  half  on  her  husband;  but,  in  the  absence  of  either  the  husband  or 
the  mother's  tliavazhee,  the  other  shall  take  the  whole’’. 

The  question  that  Clause  19  do  form  part  of  the  Bill  ,  was  then  put 
to  the  vote  of  the  House  and  carried. 

Clause  19  was  added  to  the  Bill.  . 

CIause20 • 

Me.  N.  KUMARAN  ( Nominated ):  This  amendment  is  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  my  amendment  to  Section  19  which- was  negatived.  The1 
amendment  is  now  unnecessary  and  so  I  do  not  move  it.- 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved  . 

Mb.  N.  KUMARAN  ( Nominated) :  Substitute  the  following  for 
Clause  20 

“On  the  death  of  a  Nayar  female  leaving  her  surviving  none  of  the  heirs  mention¬ 
ed  in'  Sections  18  and  19,  the  self-acquired  and  separate  property  Jeft  undisposed  of  by 
her  at  her  death  shall  devolve  oil  the  tliavazhee  of  her  grandmother  or  on  the  tliavazhee 
of  her  more  remote  female  ascendants,  the  nearer  excluding  -the  more  remote.  ”  r 

Mb.  A.  Govinda 'Menon  ( Alangad  cum  Parur):  .  , 

Line  2.  Delete  the  word  “her  husband  and”.  .  ■ 

Line  3.  Delete  the  word  “one-half”  and  substitute  the  words  “the  whole”,' 

Line  4.  ■  Delate  tho  words  “her  husband  and  the  other  half  on”, 

Vbl. IV, -No.  15.  ...  :i  ■ 
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Mr.  M.  R.  Madhava  Yariar  ( Ghengamur  cum  Pattanamtitta ) : 

Line  2.  Delete  the  words  “W  husband- and”. 

Line  3.  Delete  “one-half  of  the”  and  substitute  “tho  whole  of  her". 

Line  4.  Delete  “on  her  husband  and  tho  other  half  ” . 

Mr.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  ( NeyyattinTcamy. 

Lines  If  and  2,  Doleto  the  words  “none  of  tho. heirs  mentioned  in  Sections  18  ■■ 
and  19,  but” . 

Mlt.  A.  Govinda  Menon  { Alaiigcul  cum  Farm-): 

Line*  6  and  7.  Delete. 

Mr.  M.  R.  Madhava  Variar  ( Ghengamur  cum  Pattanamtitta) 

Linas  6  and  7 .  Doleto. 

Tbe  question  that  Clause  20  do  form  part  of  tho  Bill  was. then  put 
and  carried. 

Clause  20  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

Cleuse  21. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved 

Mr.  N.  Kumaran  (Nominated) :  , 

Delete  the  Clause % 

Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillm  •  {Atnbalapusha)  : 

,S  J  ,  Line  4.  .  Substitute  the  words  "and  in  its  absoiioo"  for  tho  word  “or". 

•  The  ’question  that  Clause.  21  do  form  part  of  the  Bill  was  then  put 
and  carried.  .  . 

Clause, 21  was  added  to  the  Bill. 

■  ,  '  Clause  22. 

Mr.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  ( Devaswoin  Commissioner) :  With 
regard  to  Clause  22  there  are  a  number  of  amendments  tabled,  out  of 
-which  one  is  in  my  name  and  it.  is  more  fundamental  than  any  of  the 
other  amendments  proposed.  So  I  would  like  to  have  permission  to 
.  .move  that  amendment  first.  ’ 

PRESIDENT: Yes,  you  may  do  so. 

Mr,  M.  RAJA  RAJA  YARMA  ( Devaswom  Commissioner ) :  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  follpwing  be  substituted  for  the  existing  Clauso  22: 

,  >  “On  the  death  of  a  non-Nayar  male  leaving  him  surviving  a  Nayar 
■■■widow-or  children  or  both,  they  shall  have  a  claim  for  maintenance  out 
of  the  self-acquired  and  separate  property  left  undisposed,  of  by  him  at 
■  his  death,  such  maintenance  being  given  to  the  widow  only  so  long  as  sfa 
remains  unmarried  and  to  the  children  so  long  as  they  are  minors". 

.  ,  Sir,  in  commending  this  amendment  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
House,  I  shall  explain  briefly  my  reasons  for  doing  so.  .Firstly,  under 
no  law  of  inheritance  does  property  descend  outside  the  community  of 
■, the  deceased.  The  Smritis  recognise  the  marriage  of  a  Brahmin  in  all 
the  four  varnas ;  but  descent  goes  only  to  his  issue  within  the  caste; 
other  issues  have  only  a  right  of  maintenance.  And  why  is  it  so  ?  Be- 
•  Clause  inheritance  carries  with  it  certain  .  obligatory  ^religious  duties. 
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You  may  hold  that  there  is  no  logical  connection  between  inheritance 
and  religious  duties  and  that  their  coincidence  is  only  an  accident.  The 
position  may  probably.be  argued  theoretically.  But  facts  are  stern  and 
cannot  be  ignored.  As  night  follows  day,  inheritance  among  Hindus 
follows  the  performance  of  the  deceased’s  obsequies.  You  may  call  it 
iu  the  language  of  the  logicians  ‘invariable  eoncomittance.’  But  there  it 
is,  And  it  cannot  be  blinked.  There  are  instances  in  which  even  a 
member  of  a  different  family  becomes  an  heir  by  the  performance  of 
the  deceased’s  funeral  rites-  Here  is  a  crucial  instance  of  the  necessary 
connection  of  inheritance  with  religious  rites.  This  distinguishing  trait 
gives  inheritance  a  peculiar  significance  from  a  mere  provision  for  pro¬ 
spective  maintenance.  While  I  admit  that  it  is  no  more  than  ele¬ 
mentary  justice  to  provide  for  one’s  wife  and  children,  to  whatever  com¬ 
munity  or  sect  they  may  belong,  so  long  as  they  retain  that  status,  I  am 
unable  to  agree  to  the  proposition  that,  so  long  as  they  are  incompetent 
to  perform  the  religious  rites  of  the  deceased  or  participate  therein,  they 
could  claim  any  inheritance. 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkam ) :  May  I 
know  whether  it  is  the  fault  of  the  wife  and  children  that  they  are  not 
competent  ? 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  ( Devaswum  Commissioner )  :  It  is 
the  fault  ,of  the  custom  and  the  usages  probably. 

Inheritance,  as  an  eminent  author  says,  is  an  unearned  increment. 
If  human  labour  is  the  ultimate  standard  of  the  value  of  wealth,  in¬ 
heritance  can  be  justified  only  on  the  ground  of  the  spiritual  duties  im¬ 
posed  on  the  heir  for  the  deceased.  It  cannot  be  claimed  by  those  who 
are  by  immemorial  custom  incompetent  to  perform  such  duties. 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon) :  May  I  know  .whether 
according  to  the  marumakkathayam  law  any  person  inherits  'property 
by  the  performance  of  any  funeral  rites  of  another  marumakkathayee  ? 

Me.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (Bevaswom  Commissioner) :  Exact¬ 
ly ;  it  is  by  performance  of  funeral  rites.  Under  the  marumakkathayam 
law  it  is  the  nephew  who  performs  the  funeral  rites. 

Me.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon) :  Does  inheritance  follow 
the  performance  of  the  funeral  .ceremony  ? 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (Davu&wom  Commissioner) :  That 
is  exactly  so.  •  .. 

<  Mb.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tiruvalla ) :  May  I  know  * 
whether  the  State,  because  it  takes  the  property  by  escheat,  performs 
the  funeral  rites  of  a  deceased  person  leaving  no  Heirs  V 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (Dcvasioom  Commissioner) :  That, 
does  not  come  under  inheritance.  It  is  a  question  of  escheat. 

Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur ) :  May  I  know 
Whether  in  the  whole  range  of  Hindu'literature  there  is  any  reference 
to'a  class  of  people  who  benefit  their  maternal  ancestors  alone  by  the 
offering  of  their  pindas  ?  ’■ 
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Mb.  M.  RAJA  BAJA  VABMA'(De»asioo^  Cotnmisa-iatier) :  Under 
.  the  Hindu  Law,  Sir,  heirship  goes  through  the  male  line,  because  they 
perform  the  funeral  rites.  Under  the  .marumakkathayara  law  it  :ig 
through  the  female.  I  may  .also  say  that  marumakkathayam  is  also 
makkathayam  in  this  sense,  that  is,  makkatayam  through  the  female 
line. 

Mr.  a.  GOVINDA  MENO.N  (Alangad  cum  Parur) :  ,  Is  there 
ipention  made  of  it  in  the  whole  range  of  Hindu  literature  ? 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  (Devaswom  Commissioner) :  I  have 
not  yet  gone  through  the  whole  of  Hindu  literature. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NAEAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha) :  May  I 
know  whether  the  nephew  will  be  entitled  to  any  inheritance  under  the 
Hindu  Law  ? 

Mr.  M.  RAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  [Devaswom  Commissioner) :  The 
member  himself  knows  it.. 

This  brings  me  to  the  second  reason  which  I  want  to  explain  in 
favour  ,  of  my  amendment.  No  legislature  is  competent  to  imposes 
custom  or  personal  law  on  any  community  except  by,  the  general  con¬ 
sent  of  that  community.  Although  some  of  my  friends  were  pleased 
tcj  question  the  existence  of'any  other  personal  law  for  a  non-Nayar  than 
what  is  common  to  all  the  marumaivkatayees  -including  Nayars,  at 
least  vv*hen  he  has  contracted  a  marriage  with  a  Nayar  female,  I  must 
respectfully  dissent  from  the  view  that,  because  a  non-Nayar  has  married 
a  Nayar  wife,  he  has  brought  himself  to.  her  social  or  religions  status. 

Mr,  C.  SANKAEA  MENON  (Quilon) :  'May  I  know  whether 
the  passing,  of  the  Wills  Eegulation  in  the  Travancore  Legislative  Coun¬ 
cil  is  hot  tn  alteration  of  the  personal  law. of  the  maranakkathayees  ? 

Mr.  M..  EAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  (Devamnm  Commissioner) Sir, 
was  not  present  when,  the  Wills  Eegulation  was  passed. 

Mr.  A.  GOVINDA  MENQN  (A lanyad  cum. Parur)  :  Is  he  aware 
of  the  fact  that  the  Widow  Ee-marriage  Act  has  thoroughly  changed  the 
customs  of  the  Hindns  ?' ■ , 

Mr.  M.  EAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  (Detiaswotn  Commissioner)  :  If 
.  maybe.  That  is  because  of  the  general  consent. 

Mr.  L,  PABAMESVA'E&N  PILLI  ( Tiruvalla .) :  What  ishi* 
authority  tp  say  that  no  legislature  is  competent  to  pass  any  law  in  res¬ 
pect  of  any  community  without  its  general  consent  ? 

Mil.  M.  EAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  (Devaswom  Commissioner) :  I  said 
that  no  legislature  is  competent  to,  impose  a  custom  altering  tire  per¬ 
sonal  law. 

Mb.  K.  PABAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) ;  We  are  not 
dealing  with  custom.  ■  " 

Mb.  M.  EAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  {Devaswom  Commissioner) :  Isay, 
the  question  of  inheritance  affects  the  custom’;  of  the  community  to 
which  I  belong.  -  '  . ■■  f 
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The  argument  that,  because  such  a  marriage  has  been  declared 
valid  by  Regulation  I  of  1088,  the  non-Nayar  husband  has  surrendered 
his  custom,  social  status  and  religion,  cannot  be  assented  to.  Regula¬ 
tion  I  of  1088  never  contemplated  any  such  surrender  nor  have  any 
such  consequences  followed  during  the  last  ten  years  even  among  the 
Nayars  themselves.  The  decisions  quoted  by  my  friend  Mr.  P.  K  Na- 
rayana  Pillai  prove  that  property  has  descended  only  within  the  same 
community  following  different  systems  of  inheritance.  The  provision 
made  in  the  Bill  is  an  attempt  to  throw  away  the  system  of  law  by 
which  we  are  governed  from  time  immemorial,  and  import  a  foreign 
model.  In  other  words,  the  Bill  wants  marumakkatbayam  to  be  cast 
away  and  makkathayam  installed  instead.  It  is  not  for  me  to  expos¬ 
tulate  here  on  the  wisdom  of  taking  .such  a  big  jump  in  the  dark ;  but, 

I  believe,  I  have  a  right  to  ask  whether  the  legislature  has  a  right  to 
impose  the  change  on  a  community  reluctant  to  adopt  it.  I  do  grant 
that  when  a  custom  is  against  public  policy  or  morality,  it  should  be- 
abolished  or  purified.  But  surely  marumakkatbayam  does  not  come 
under  that  category.  It  may  he  retorted  by  the  same  argument  that 
no.n-Nayars  have  no  right  to  impose  their  objection  on  the  Nayar  , 
community  after  having  allured  them  so  long  by  intermarriage.  That  is 
exactly  what  my  friend  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Piilai  said  at  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  this  Bill.  True,  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  consider  this  alluring 
doctrine  as  much  a  myth,  as  he  thinks  of  my  ‘seeking  af  ter’  argument. 

I  contend  that  no  marriage  with  a  Nayar  female  ever  raised  any  the 
least  expectation  of  inheritance  on  either  party  and  that  was  never  a 
condition  of  the  marriage  contract  even  after  the  passing  of  Regulation 
I  of  1088.  It  is  a  new'  claim  advocated  now. 

Has  any  necessity  arisen  for  introducing  a  new  claim  ?  I  cannot 
see  any.  -In  the  first  place,  the  tarwad  provides  for  the  maintenance  of 
its  members-^-every  man  and  woman  and  child  in  it.  -  The  husband  or 
father  never  leaves  his  wife  or  children  in  the  cold,  but  allows  them  to 
share  in  Iris  comforts  and  affluence  even  to  the  detriment  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  tarwad.  In  fact,  one  of  the  stock  complaints  against  the 
karanavan  and  male  members  in  any  marumakkathayam  family  dispute 
is  that  -they  give  away  all  to  their  wife  and  children  and  starve  or  impo¬ 
verish  the  tarwad.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  the  wife  and  children 
are.seldom  unprovided  for  by  the  husband  and  father  whether  he  be  a 
Nayar  or  a  non-Nayar.  Instances  are  rare  in  ..which  ia  non-Nayar  has 
cast  away  his  wife  and  children  without  .any  provision  for  their  main¬ 
tenance  according  to  his  means.  On  the  other  hand,  many  a  Nayar 
family  could  trace  their  affluence  to  its  connection  with  persons  belong¬ 
ing  to  non-Nayar  communities.  Secondly,  l  am  not' aware  whether 
a  person  can  claim  simultaneously  two  sets  of -inheritance — one  through 
the  mother’s,  tarwad  and  another  through  the  father.  That  is  what  the 
present  Bi'll  contemplates.,  If  it  is  the  intention  to  supplant  marumak¬ 
kathayam  -by  makkathayam,  then  it  is  only  natural  that  male  members 
of  a  tarwad -should have  no  right  to  a  share  in  the  marumakkathayam 
family  property.  They  -tell  the  weaker  sex:  “  Let  us  have  our  share  of  _ 
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the  plums  and  then  we  will  leave  you  to  your  husbands.”  I  leave  it 
to  the  House  to  judge  whether  this  is  a  correct  and  chivalrous  attitude 
to  adopt. 

I  ask  what  is  the.  serious  evil  that  we  want  to  combat  by  introduc¬ 
ing  a  new  system  of  inheritance.  If  it  is  to  obviate  the  vagaries  or 
mismanagement  of  a  karanavan,  is  the  new  system  not  open  to  the 
same,  if  not  more,  abuse  by  the  father  ?  The  father  lias  absolute  power 
of  disposal  over  the  property  which  a  karanavan  has  not.  A  bad  father 
is  more  dangerous  than  a  bad  karanavan.  If  the  change  is  for  secur¬ 
ing  individual  liberty,  I  ask  should  it  be  at  the  expense  of  jthe  common 
tarwad  fund  ? 

Hence  neither  custom  nor  rule  nor  necessity  has  been  proved  for 
introducing  a  new  system  of  inheritance  which  offends  against  the  per¬ 
sonal  law  and  immemorial  usage  of  non-Nayars.  I  propose  there¬ 
fore  that  the  Clause  be  amended  as  I  have  put  it. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Ncdmnangad ) :  May 
I  know  whether  it  was  not  the  custom  in  rich  Nayar  tarwads,  formerly, 
to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  husbands  of  their  women? 

Mil  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  {Devamom  Commissioner)  :  May 

be.’ . 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Triomdrim  cum  N edwmangad) : 
Has  that  custom  changed  now  ? 

Mb.  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  (Devastoom  Commissioner) :  In 
those  places  where  the  husband  was  maintained,  he  is  being  maintained 
even  now. 

Me.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trmmdrim  -cum  Nedmmngad) : 
Is  he  aware  that  there  are  non-Nayars  of  the  Kshatriya  caste  married 
in  Nayar  tarwads  spending  large  amounts  of  money  for  the  comforts  of 
their  wives' and  children  ? 

Mr.  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  (Dcoamoom  Commissioner)  :  Cer¬ 
tainly.  That  is  what  I  say.  They  never  leave  their  wife  and  children 
in  the  cold.  ■  <  > 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Neditmangad) : 
Was  there  such  a  custom  fifty  years  ago  V 

Mb.  M.  BAJ  A  BAJA  VABMA  Wevaswom  Commissioner) :  There  , 

was. 

Mb.  M.  UDAYA  VABMA  BAJA  (Co-opted):  Sir,  in  second¬ 
ing  the  amendment  so  ably  moved  by  Mr.  Baja  Baja  Varma,  I  wish  to 
emphasise  the  point  urged  by  me  in  my  first  speech  on  the  Bill  that  it 
■  is  illegal  to  force  the  community  to  change  its  personal  law  by  a 
provision  for  the  benefit  of  another  community)  The  South  Indian 
Hindu  carries  his.  personal  law  with  him,  even  if  he  emigrates  to  another , 
part  of  India  where  a  different  system  of  law  .prevails. 
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Mr.  K.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Timvalla) :  May  I  know 
from  Mr.  Udaya  Varna  Raja  what  is  the  exact  significance  of  the  word 
“illegal  ”  that  he  has  put  in  just  now? 

Mu.  M.  UDAYA  &VARMA  RAJA  (Go-opted):  It  is  not  within 
the  province  of  the  legislature  to  do  so.  That  was  what  I  meant. 

The  special  privilege  enjoyed  by  European  British  subjects  in 
Asiatic  countries,  of  being'  tried  by  Magistrates  of  their  own  nationality, 
is  a  recognition  of  their  personal  law  as  prevailing  in  Great  Britain, 
The  unwillingness  of  the  British  Government  to  interfere  with  the 
personal  law  is  clear  from  the  provisions  of  the  Racial  Distinctions  Act 
recently  passed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  {d-mlalapmha):  May  I 
know  whether  if  a  Travancorean  proceeded  to  any  part  of  British  India 
or  England  he  would  be  tried  only  by  a  Travancore  court  and  not  by  a 
British  Indian  court  or  English  court  ? 

Mr.  M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  (Co-opted) :  As  far  as  I  am 
aware,  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

I  need  hardly  inform  this  House  that  according  to  jurisprudence 
the  necessity  for  every  enactment  should  at  first  be  proved.  I  am  yet 
at  a  loss  to  see  the  necessity  for  introducing  in  the  Bill  a  provision 
affecting  non-Nayars’  inheritance.  As  the  existing  Nayar  Regulation 
legalises  the  marriage  of  non-Nayars  with  Nayar  ladies,  there  can  be  no 
question  of  invalidity  ever  arising  in  future.  We  regard  such  marriages 
no  less  sacred  than  marriages  performed  before  the  nuptial  fire. 
(Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai :  “ Hear,  hear-")  I  may  also  inform  the 

House  that  the  Nayar  ladies  whom  members  of  our  community  marry 
are  accorded  a  status  in  society  which  they  do  not  enjoy  before.  Non- 
Nayar  fathers  as' a  class  are  not  less  affectionate  or  solicitous  for  pro¬ 
viding  for  their  Nayar  children  than  their  Nayar  fathers.  The  late 
mover  of  the  Bill,  whose  untimely  death  is  deplored  by  all  communities 
alike,  argued  that  such  a  provision  has  found  a  place  in  the  Cochin 
Regulation.  No  doubt,  it  is  fair  to  compare,  but  it  is  unfair  to  copy. 
Again  the  Cochin  Regulation  was  not  passed  by  a  Legislative  Council 
after  due  discussion. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
Does  he  mean  that  His  Highness  the  M aha  Raja  of  Cochin  has  not 
adverted  to  all  the  consequences  of  this  Regulation  passed  by  His 
Highness? 

Mr.  M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  .{Go-opted) :  I  did  not  mean 
that.  - 

Mr.  K.  PARAMES VARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirmalla ) :  Does  he  know 
that  the  Cochin  Regulation  was  passed  after  a  report  was  made  by  a 
committee  appointed  to  take  evidence  upon  the  matter  after  examina¬ 
tion  of  witnesses  and  so  forth  ? 

Mr,  M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  (Co-opted):  I  think  it 
was.1 

When  the  Bill  was  being  discussed  by  the  Select  Committee  one. 
member  said  that  Tampans  and  Tirumalpads  had  sent  a  petition  to  the 
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Council  stating  that  they  were  fully  in  favour  of  this  provision.  As  .'the 
non-Nayar  members  of  the  Committee  had  not  the  privilege  of  reading 
the  petition,  ;I  do  not  know  what  they  said  and  what  houses  were  re¬ 
presented  by  the  signatories.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  had  not 
even  the  goodness  to  give  us  an  abstract  of  their  petition  as  he  did  in  the 
case  of  others. 

PRESIDENT :  You  should  not  refer  in  the  Council  to  what  took 
p,laco  in  the  Select  Committee. 

Mm  M.  UDAYA.  VARMA  RAJA  (Go-opted) :  I  simply  referred 
to  tho  statements  of  one  gentleman  in  the  Select  Committee. 

Mu.  T.  K.  VELU  IMLIjAL  (7 'rirtmlnm  cum  Nedmiurngity. 
May  I  know  whether  there  was  not  a  meeting  of  Kshatriyas  in  the 
Lakshmipuram  Palace  in  Changanaehery  last  month  ? 

Mu.  M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  UVopM):  I  hoard  there 

was. 

Mu.  T,  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Tmmdmrn.  cum  Nvdnmanga-d) :  Was 
any  resolution  passed  by  that  conference  to  fjhe  effect  that  tho  Nayar  wife 
and  children  of  a  non-Nayar  should  not  got  any  inheritance  ? 

Mb.  M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  -(Go-opted):  I  do  not  think 
any  resolution  of  that  kind  was  passed, 

MR.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (AmhahtpurJiu)  :  Was  .there, 
a  resolution  passed  to  the  effect  that  the  Nayar  wife  and  children  should 
be  given  a  right  of  inheritance  ? 

MR.  M.  UDAYA  'VARMA  RAJA  lUo-optal}.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  P.  K  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (A'lubalapiiGiu-) :  May  1  know 
whether  ho  got  any  invitation  for  the  meeting  at  the  Lakshmipuram 
Palace  ?  y 

Mr.  M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  (Gu-ipted) :  Yes,  Sir,  I.  had. 

MY.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur)  :  May  I 
know  whether  a  representation  has  been  sent  to  the  Government  by 
some  90  families  Representing  nearly  a  thousand  men  in  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  One  thousand  and  three  hundred  Kshatriyas  in  this  land, 
accepting  the  principle  of  this  Bill  and' fully  endorsing  tho  view  that  the 
right,  of  inheritance  should  be  given  V 

Mr.  M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  (Co-opted)  :  I  do  not  kn*w  of 
anything  like  that, 

Mr.  K. ■  P AR AME SV ARAN  PILLAI  (Tinti'aUa):  Are  we  to  take 
it  that  Mr.  Udaya  Varma  Raja  has  not  taken  care  to  ascertain  the 
opinion  of  his  own  community  but  is  only  expressing  his  individual 
opinions  in  the  matter  ? 

Ms.  ^M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  ( Co-opted 5:  No,  I  speak  of 
other  sub-divisions  than  Tampans  and  TirUmalpads. 

Mr.  K-  PARAMESVARAN;  RILLAI  (TiruvaUa) ;  Was  not  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  sent  to  Mr..TJdaya  Yafma  Rap  ? 
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Me.  M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  ( Co-opted)  :  No,  Sir. 

I  would  submit,  Sir,  that  Tampans  and  Tirumalpads  form  only  one 
sub-division  of  non-Nayars  who  consist  of  many  other  sub-divisions, 
such  as  Brahmins,  Rajas,  Koil  Tampurhns,  Muttatus,  etc.  They  have 
all  protested  against  this  provision.  Two  days  ago  I  received  the  letter 
of  the  Maya  Raja  of  Edapalli  Swaropam  who,  as  the  representative  of 
his  family,  requests  me  to  place  before  this  House  their  prayer  that  no 
provision  injurious  to  Brahniins  and  other  non-Nayars  should  bo  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  Bill. 

I  carefully  listened  to  tho  speeches  of  my  learned  friends  in  the 
Council.  I  did  also  take  part  in  tho  discussion  of  the  Bill  by  the  Select 
Committee. 

Me.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  IMLLAI  (Vmkarn  cum  Ettumamvr) : 
May  I  know  whether  the  male  members  of  his  community  are  entitled 
to  marry  in  that  community  ? 

Mm.  M.  UDAYA.  VARMA  RAJA  (Co-'-pfad) :  I  do  not  know 

that. 

M  u.  N.  JtAMAKRISJ  INA  1M.L.LAI  ( Yaikam,  cum  EUumaimr) : 
Has  there  been  any  irmtanco  of  such  a  marriage  in  tho  community  V 

Mft.  M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  (Co-op! od)  :  By  marriage  I  do 
not  know  what  ho  means  hero. 

Me.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PIUUAI  (Vaikam  cum  Mbmmmu) : 
Marriage  or  Bamhamlhaui. 

Me.  M.  UDAYA  VARMA  RAJA  (Co-op fad)  :  I  do  not  know. 

The  only  reason  that  seems  to  me  to  have  prompted  the  embodying . 
of  this  provision  in  the  Nayar  Regulation  Amendment  Bill  is  a  senti¬ 
mental  one,  «»'?.,  that  my  Nayar  friends  want  to  declare,  by  law  equality 
of  caste  with  non-Nayars  who  enter  into  marital  relations  with  Nayar 
ladies.  I  submit,  Sir,  that  the  time  is  not  come  for  declaring  Nayar 
children  of  mm-Nayar  fathers  as  their  descendants. 

Me.  T.  K.  VKUU1.TL.UAI  (Trimndru-w  cum  Ncdumaiu/ad):  I 
want  to  make  a  correction.  As  a  Nayar  myself,  I  must  declare  that  the 
Nayars  in  this  House  do  not  propose  to  abolish  caste  distinctions  by 
legislation. 

Me.  M.  UDAYA  VARMA.  RAJA  (Cu-opfad) :  As  long  as  caste 
distinctions  continue,  the  present  state  of  things  cannot  but  continue. 
This  is  not  a  matter  that  can  bo  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes.  The 
feelings  of  communities  which  do  not  directly  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  Bill  have  to  be  duly  respected.  I  therefore  strongly  protest 
against  the  retention  of  Section  22  in  its  present  form  and  pray  that  the 
House  may  accept  the  amendment. 

Me.  A.  GOVINDA  M.ENON  (Alangad  cum  Pamr ):  I  rise 
to  express  my  emphatic  protest  against  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Raja  Raja  Vanna.  1  am  rather  breaking  a  vow  of  silence  I  have 
been  hitherto  maintaining,  for  my  own  reasons.  Bat  I  had  never  seen 
an  amendment  like  this  coming  before  this  Council  and  moved  by  any 
Vol.  IV.  No.  15.  k 
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other  individual.  It  is  my  just  duty  to  oppose  it  as  vehemently  as  I  can 
possibly  do.  Twenty-four  hours,  the  duration  of  a  day,  have  not  passed 
since  the  very  mover  of  this  amendment  championed  the  cause  of  those 
•who  wanted  the  husband  of  a  Nayar  lady  dying  childless  to  inherit  half 
the  estate  of  the  deceased  wife.  Fortunately  or  _  unfortunately,  that 
amendment  was  not  moved  and  the  Section  was  left  as  it  is.  Not  ten 
minutes  have  passed  before  a  Section,  which  relates  both  to  Nayar  and 
non-Nayar  husbands  was-passed  by  this  Council.  Not  ton  minutes 
ago  a:  Section  as  this,  “on  the  death  of  a  Nayar  female  leaving  her 
surviving  none  of  the  heirs  mentioned  in  Sections  18  and  19,  but  only 
her  husband  and  her  grandmother’s  thavazhee,  onej-half  of  the  self- 
acquired  and  separate  property  left  undisposed  of  by  her  at  her  death 
shall  devolve  on  her  husband  and  the  other  half  on  her  grand-mother’s 
thavazhee” — was  passed  by  this  Council.  This  is  Section  20.  This 
Clause  shows  that  the  husband,  whether  a  non-Nayar  or  a  Nayar,  is 
entitled  to  the  property  of  the  deceased  wife  leaving  no  children  or 
br<jthers  or  sisters.  In  the  present  amendment  the  mover  does  not 
want  even  a  single  koohucasu  ( laughter )  of  the  husband’s  or  the  father’s 
property  to  go  to  the  wife  and  children.  The  iniquity  of  this  amend¬ 
ment  is  so  patent  that  I  think  this  amendment  will  deserve  its  fate— I 
mean  'that  none  excepting*  the  mover  and  the  seconder  will  support  it, 
The  non-Nayar  husband  wants  half  the  share  of  his  wife’s  properly, 
provided  she  has  no  children  and  no  brothers  or  sisters.  The  very  same 
husband,  in  the  case  of  giving  a  light  of  inheritance  to  the  Nayar  wife 
and  children,  is  nowhere.  The  very  mover  of  this  amendment  wanted 
to  lift  the  husband  to  a  grade  over  that  furnished  by  the  Section  which’ 
was  passed  yesterday.  So  I  need  only  say  that  I  am  sure  this  amend¬ 
ment  will  meet  the  fate  that  it  deserves  at  the  hands  of  every  man  who 
has  got  any  sense  of  justice. 

Mb.  L.  E.  EAJA  EAJA  VARMA  KQIL  TAMPUEAN 
i Edmagai):  I  beg  to  support  the  amendment  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  remarks.  I  will  be  doing  a  great  injustice  to-  the  consti¬ 
tuency  I  represent  and  to  the  community  I  belong  to,  if  I  sit 
silent  on  this  very  vital  question  which  affects  them  both.  I 
r  represent  a  constituency  consisting  essentially,  I  believe,  according  to 
the  voters’  list,  of  non-Nayars  and  belong  to  the  .community  of  Keraliya 
Kshatriyas,  who  are  all  privileged,  under  the  existing  custom,  to  marry 
Nayar  ladies.  Many  of  the  members  of  this  constituency  do  have  Nayar 
wives,  and  the  Keraliya  Kshatriyas — several  of  whom  are  also  married  > 
.  to  Nayar  ladies — are  allied- to  Nayars,  at  least  in  the  law  of  inheritance.  -; 
If  there  is  one  community  that  freely  mixes  with  them,  takes  the 
keenest  interest  in  tjieir  welfare  -and  advances  the  most  sympathetic. views 
on  their  social  matters,  it  is  the  Kshatriyas,  I,  for  one,  am  very  ,  much 
astonished  to  find  that-  there  is  such  a  divergence  of  opinion  created 
befcween  the  views  held  by  tho  members  of  the  two  communities  on  this 
solitary  question  and  I  really  '  grieve  for,  the  unhappy  split  now  created^ 
based,.  I  am  sure,:  on  certain  misunderstandings.  , 
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First,  let  me  review  our  own  situation.  The  Keraliya  Kshatriyas 
are,  all  of  them,  marumakkathayees ;  and  by  their  law  of  inheritance, 
the  nephew  or  the  sister’s  son  (or  the  family  karanavan,  for  the  family) 
inherits  the  whole  of  the  self-acquired  property  left  undisposed  of  by  any 
deceased  member.  They  do  not  inherit  from  their  father  and  I  think 
it  is  unreasonable  and  unjust  to  impose  a  makkavazhi  inheritance  on 
their  children  only.  If  they  take  from  their  fathers  it  is  well  they  are 
asked  to  give  to  their  children.  But  they  do  not,  and  under  the  exist¬ 
ing  custom,  they  cannot.  '  There  is  the  question,  is  it  not  the  same  case 
with  the  Nayars  ?  Yes.  They  now  legislate  to  remove  this  evil. 

Mr.  A.  GOYINDA  MENON  (Alamgad  cum  Parur ) :  Is  he  aware 
that  a  memorial  has  been  submitted  by  Kshatriyas  to  include  them 
also  in  the  Nayar  Bill  ? 

Mr.  L.  B.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  SOIL  TAMPUBAN  (Eda- 
vagai)  :  I  am  uoming  to  that. 

If  the  learned  mover  of  the  Bill  had  introduced  a  Bill  regulating 
marriage  and  inheritance  affecting  all  the  marumakkathayees,  I  would  ' 
have  given  him  my  earnest  support  for  the  reform.  Neither  the  Ksha- 
triya  community  nor  the  Nayar  community  are,  as  they  stand  at  pre¬ 
sent,  self-contained  communities.  The  laws  of  one  necessarily  affect  the 
other.  I  appeal  to  the  good  sense  of  this  House  and  the  Nayar  com¬ 
munity  in  generak  to  take  a  sympathetic  view  in  the  matter  of  the 
suffering  Kshatriyas. 

Now  this  Section  22  as  it  stands  is  extremely  'prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  non-Nayar— not  to  such  individuals  as  entered  into 
matrimonial  relations  with  Nayar  ladies,  but  to  their  legal  descendants. 
It  is  not  the  opinion  of  a  non-Nayar  male  who  has  a  Nayar  wife  ,  that 
ought  to  be  considered  here,  but  of  his  legal  heirs,  who  alone,  under 
the  existing  law,  have  a  right  to  his  properties,  and  who  can  inherit 
only  from  such  a  man.  Think  of  the  case,  Sir,  when  there  is  one 
section  at  least  in  the  community,  whose  males, have  only  Nayar  wives. 
The  freedom  of  disposal  of  self -acquired  property  in  the  case  of  a  non- 
Nayar.  husband  is  not  restrained  at  all  .;  but  the  right  of  inheritance  that 
was  his:  in  the  case  of  a  non-Nayar  marumakan  is  hereby  taken  away 
without  his  consent.  Imagine,  Sir,  he  case  of  one  deprived  of  his 
rights  and  property  and  rendered  helpless  to  defend  himself  in  the 
matter,  by  imposing  upon  him  an  extraneous  legislative  measure  not 
sought  for  by  his  own  parents  or  guardians  nor  even  by  his  own  com¬ 
munity.  Such  interference  of  .  personal  law,  I  think,  is  inequitable  and 
unjust  in  the  highest  degree.  .  Suppose  a  new  Bill  for  any  of  these  non- 
Nayar  caste-Hindu  communities  is  introduced  in  this  Council,  with  clauses 
which  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  any  other  community.  Is  it  justifiable  ? 
It  is  not  the  question  of  passing  it  in  the  Council  by  a  clear  majority, 
'but,  a  question  whether  the  principle  itself  is  acceptable  at  all.  What  we 
legislate  here  must  be  justice — pure  justice.  I  do  understand.  Sir,  the 
very  great  difficulty  for  the  Nayar  community  to  draw  a  distinction  bet¬ 
ween  the  wives  of  Nayar  husbands  and  the  wives  of  non-Nayar  husbands, 
{Hear,  hear.) 
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[Mr.  L.  E.  Raja  Raja  Varma  Koil  Tainpuran.] 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ) :  Are  we  not  legislating  here 
to  define  the  rights  of — 

Mr.  J.  JOHN  NlDIRY  (Ghanganaehery  oxaa-Mmaohil) :  Louder 
please.  •  . 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nominated ) :  Are  we  not  legislating  here 
to  define  the  rights  and  improve  the  condition  of  the  Nayar  community 
itself  before  we  think  of  anybody  else  ? 

Mr.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPUEAN  ( Edamgai ) : 
May  I  answer  Sir  ? 

PRESIDENT:  You  may  answer  if  you  are.  prepared  to  answer. 

Mr.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPUEAN  {JEdavagai)  : 
What  I  want  is  that  the  Nayar  community  should  not  be  taken  alone  and 
legislated  for,  because  they  are  by  marriage  and  several  other  ties  related 
to  the  Brahmin  and  the  Kshatviya  communities.  It  will  be  unjust  for 
those  communities. 

I  wish  they  do  not  draw  the  distinction  at  all.  All  the 
Clauses  12. to  17  should  be  made  applicable  to  Nayar  husbands  and 
non-Nayar  husbands  alike  in  future.  But  what  can  be  done  in  the 
case  of  existing  marriages.?  Can  we  press  the  measure  of  absolute 
equality  between  the  Nayar  husband  and  the  non-Nayar  husband? 
Certainly  that  would  inflict  a  very  unhappy  calamity  both  on  non-Nayar 
families  and  Nayar  families  which  have  mixed  non-Nayar  couples.  ' 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattinlcara) :  May  I 
know;  whether  he  has  no  objection  to  the  applicability  of  Section  12  in 
thfe'ease  of -future  marriages  of  Nayar  ladies  with  non-Nayars  ? 

Mr.  L.R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  ( Edamgai ) : 
All  the  Sections  from  12  to  19  must  apply  to.  non-Nayars  and  Nayars 
M  alike  so  far  as  future  marriages  are  concerned  and  not  as  regards  the 
•  existing  marriages.:.  That  is  my  view  on  the  question.  As  regards  the 
existing  mafriages  there  must  be  freedom  of  contract. 

>  ■  ;  The  non-Nayar  husband  who  is  unwilling  to  be  caught  in  the 
Vlclucthes  of  this  Regulation  shall  be  obliged  either  to  will  away  his  pro- 
:  .pefty  (if  permitted  to  do  so)  or  to  make  a  gift  or  to  resort  to  the  last 
recourse  of  an  entire  retreat  from  the  marriage  contract  immediately,, 
which  inhuman  act  I  wish  no  man  of  any  self-respect  would  do.  A  will  of 
"  .unknown  contents  is  naturally  construed  to  be  against  her  by  the 
.  wife;  a  gift  or  even  a  declaration  open  for  the  husband  alone  to  per¬ 
form,'  will  equally  discomfort  her.  This  estrangement  between  the: 
parties,  is  sure  to  grow  up,  and  it  goes  without,  saying  that,  though  both 
parties  suffer,  it  is  the  .  wife’s  party  that  suffers  most,  in  any  case.  In 
an  enactment  purposely  intended  to  benefit  the  Nayar  wife,  if  this 
:  should  be  the  natural  result,  it  is  deplorable  indeed  ! 

Hence,  what  I  suggest-  is,  in  the  case  of  existing  marriages, 
the  non-Nayar  husband  should:  not  be  driven  to  seek  such  a  course  put 
gf  dire  necessity.  .  1 
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Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nominated)  (Deputy 
President) :  I  thought  the  amendment  was  intended  to  apply  to  future 
marriages,  because  under  the  existing  law  it  is  only  contemplated  to 
provide  for  maintenance.  That  necessarily  means  maintenance  after 
the  passing  of  this  Regulation,  whether  the  marriage  •  is  contracted 
before  or  after. 

PRESIDENT. :  He  says  that  it  should  not  apply  to  marriages 
already  contracted. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  -(Nominated)  (De¬ 
puty  President) :  .Not  for  maintenance  even? 

PRESIDENT:  No. 

Mr.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  YARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Edavagai) : 
At  the  end  of  my  speech  I  have  to  propose  an  amendment. 

The  parties  to  the  present  marriages  ought  to  be  allowed  full  freedom 
of  contract  so  that  there  will  be  no  room  for  Mr.  Govinda  Menon’s 
objection  also.  Hence,  may  I  suggest  to  the  mover  of  this  amend¬ 
ment  to  put  it  as  a  proviso  to.  Section  22,  instead  of  substituting  it 
for  the  present  Section — a  proviso  Concerning  existing  marriages  only  and 
allbwing  the  parties  to  contract  as  they  like,  notwithstanding  ahything 
contained  in .  this.  Section  ?  The  right  for  maintenance  may  be  given, 
in  respect  of  existing  marriages  also..  Hereafter,  for  future  marriages 
there  shall  be  no  distinction.  If  it  seems  desirable  for,  the  Nayar  com¬ 
munity  to  accept,  all  right;  Clauses  13  to  19  may  be  app’ied  to  all  non- 
Nayar  husbands  also.  The  whole  thing  may  be  amended  like  that. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESYARAN  PILLAI  (NeyyattMcara) :  The 
question  regarding  existing  marriages  is  soiight.  to  be.  provided  for  at  the 
end  of  the  Bill.  So,  that  question  need  be  considered  .only  then. 

Mr.  L.  E.  RAJA  RAJA  YARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Edavagai) : 
As  it  is,  Ido  not  know  whether  the  last  Clause  will  be  passed  or  not. 
S,o  I  must  give  my  opinion  now  arrd  then  vote  for  it. 

.  PRESIDENT :  Do  you  formally  propose  the  amendment.? 

•Mr.  L.iR.  RAJA  RAJA  YARMA  KOIL'  TAMPURAN  (Edavagai) : 
Let  me  finish  my  speech  and  then  I  will  propose  the  'amendment. 

PRESIDENT.:  I  thought  you  had  finished.  , 

Mr.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Edavagai) : 
I  must  give  the  opinion  of  my  community  and  constituency  before  I 
finish.  That  would ,  be  better  and  more  impressive  as.  regards  the 
Council  also. 

Hence  may  I  suggest  to  the  mover  of  this  amendment  to  put  it  as 
a  proviso  instead  of  substituting  it .  for  the  existing  Clause— a  proviso 
concerning  existing  marriages  only,  allowing  the  parties  to  contract 
as  .  they  like,  notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  this  Section  ? 

Mr.  A.  GOYINDA  MENON  ■  (Alangad  cum  Parur)  :  Even  as 
regards  future  marriages  ? 
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Mb,  L.  B.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  BOIL  TAMPUBAN  (Edavagai) : 
Bo;  the'  proviso  is  only  for  existing  marriages. 

Even  if  the  member  is  not  willing  to  accept  my  suggestion,  I  be, 
lieve  I  am  bound  to  vote  for  him.  I  stand  here  in  the  capacity  of  the 
representative  of  the  Edavagai  and  Pension-holders’  constituency, 

I  had  invited  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  constituency  in^j 
formal  circular  and  the  reply  I  have  received  from  most  of  the  members, 
—with  the  exception  of  two  ,or  three  I  can  say  all, — are  identical  on 
the  point.  That  they  disapprove  of  this  Section — 

Me.  TBIVIKBAMAB  VASUDEVAB  ( denudes 1 :  <sto<®3°  dMai©! 

m)O20«se,s  ^_}(m\o61oolca)o  -H§u  gDroil©6  ffirooiasas  (sroiCigjoaro  oroolsronfi 
«s)sn§o? 

Mb.'L.  B.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  KOIL  TAMPUBAN  (Edavagai)  ■ 
(3ra61starcni|srt| .  <si®  mrc(§i(g_io:mo  /siaxn  moano0  gocolas  cuonsomg0.  ■ 

Mb.  TBIVIKBAMAB  VASUDEVAB  (Jamies) :  oasootaol 
nal<o6  a0^o8ojtfifejo  (sroao^)ejogl(g_jo  i  aoesnoo? 

Mb.  L.  B.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  KOIL  TAMPUBAN  (Edavagai): 
c©o61a©  s)U5i:iggfflOO|o  ail  mt^unorllisijoaraioano^ 

Me.  TBIVIKBAMAB  VASUDEVAB  (Jenmien) :  cSboens 

IgsojoOo  aJOCQjcm^0  mucYDio  raK)@l(gjOQaiao«6nooy' 

Me.  L.  B.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  KOIL  TAMP  UB  AN  (. Edamgai ) : 
&gg  Q®s>ciiio  rroJCTTOo  ®nisl(gjo©1o(affl«nQ2)06'nL>u<  rarDunlffloo  sroioob  rruffi 
~  <ru° oo,  amcfflcmgtmgaaB  sro^oJ’oo,0  anjcgiarofflfflrml^. 

Me.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalajmzha ) :  How  many 
Edavagais  are  represented  by  Mr.  Baja  Baja  Varma  ? 

Me.  L.  B.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  KOIL  TAMPUBAN  ( Edavagai ) : 
i  think,  three.  If  the  member  wants  the  names,  I  am  prepared  to  give 
them  out. 

Mb.  o’.  P.  KOOHUKUNJU PILLAI  (Kotlarahara  cum  Kumat-"- 
tur) :  May  I  know  whether  he  was  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Kshatriyas  of  Travancore  helS  in  the  Lakshmipuram  Palace  ? 

Me.  L.  Ii.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  KOIL  TAMPUBAN  (Edavagai) ; 

Yes. 

Ms.  C.  P.  KOOHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottamlmra  cum  KunnaU 
tur) :  Was  it  their  opinion  that  they  must  be  included  in  the  Bill  ? 

Mb.  L.  B.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  KOIL  TAMPUBAN  (Mdavagai)- 

Yes. 

Mb.  C.  P.  KOOHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Euttarakara  cum  Kunmt-  ‘ 
tur) :  May  I  know  the  number  of  Kshatriyas  present  at  that  meeting? 
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Mb.  L.  E.  BAJA  EAJA  VABMA  KOIL  TAMPUEAN  ( Edavagai ) : 
About  one  hundred  and  thirty  were  present,  of  which  there  were  eighty 
Tirumulpads and  Tampans,  and  the  rest,  mainly  Bajas  and  Eoil  Tam- 
purans. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alangad  cum  Parur).  Will  he 
give  me  the  approximate  number  of  Kshatriyas  that  were  represented 
there  ? 

Me.  L..B.  EAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  KOIL  TAMPUEAN  (. Edavagai ): 
Out  of  about  seven  hundred  Tampans  and  Tirumalpads  about  •  seventy 
to  eighty  were  present. 

Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Farm)-.  So  seventy 
persons  represented  seven  hundred  '> 

Mb.  L.  E.  EAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  KOIL  TAMPUEAN  (Edavagai): 
Out  of  a  total  population  of  about  seven  hundred  or  eight  hundred 
about  seventy  or  eighty  were  present '? 

Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  ( Alangad  cum  Vanir) :  That  is  not 
what  I  want.  Will  he  be  pleased  to  state  how  many  Tampans  and 
Tirumalpads  those  seventy  that  were  present  represented  ?  v 

Mb.  L.  E.  E  AJ A  EAJA  VAK  M A  KOIL  TAMPUEAN  ( Edavagai ) : 
I  have  given  the  figures.  The  percentage  can  be  calculated  therefrom. 

Me.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  (Alangad  cum  Parur) :  How  many 
families  did  they  represent  ?  ' 

Mb.  L.  B.  EAJA  BAJA  VAEMA  KOIL  TAMPUEAN :  (Edavagai) : 
I  do  not  know. 

Mb.  0.  P.  ROCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum  Run- 
nattur ) :  How  many  were  invited  ? 

■  Mb.  L.  B.  BAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  KOIL  TAMPUEAN  (Edavagai) : 
Almost  all. 

Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum  Km- 
nccttur ):  How  many  families  were  invited  ? 

Mb.  L.  E.  EAJA  RAJA  VAEMA  KOIL  TAMPUEAN  (Edavagai) : 
About  seventy  or  eighty. 

Mb.  0.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottarakara  cum  Kunnat- 
tur) :  About  seventy  or  eighty  families  were  invited  and  seventy  or 
eighty  were  present,  and  each  member  present  did  not  represent  a 
family. 

PRESIDENT :  .  You  should  not  cross-examine  him  like  that. 
(Laughter.) 

Me.  L.  E.  EAJA  EAJA- VAEMA  (Edavagai):  Koil  Tamp urans 
and  Bajas  also  form  an  equal  number.  Out  of  them  only  about  thirty  were 
present. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalainmha) :  What  was 
their  attitude  with  respect  to  Clause.  22? 

Mb.  L.  E.  EAJA  RAJA  VAEMA  KOIL  TAMPUEAN  (Eda- 
vagai)<:  We  did  not  put  that  question  there  at 'all. 
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PRESIDENT :  Kindly  hurry  up;  Mr.  Eaja  Baja  Varma. 

Mr.  A.  HOOG-EWEBF  ( Nominated !) :  Does  the  number  700  in. 
elude  the  number  of  females  also?  {.Laughter.') 

Mr.  L.  E.  RAJA  BAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  Eda* 
vagai) :  Yes,  both  males  and  females. 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWEBl!'  (Nominal aft  :  Children  too? 

Mr.  L.  B.  BA  JA  BAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPIJBAN  ( Edavagai) ; 
Yes,  the  total  population  of  Kshatriyas,  I  am  made  to  understand,  is  one 
thousand  and  four  hundred,  out  of -which  near  ly  a  half,  or  just  a  little 
less  than  a  half,  consists  of  Koil  Tampurans  and  Rajas. 

I  had  invited  the  opinion  of  the  members  of  the  constituency  in  a. 
formal  circular  and  from  the  reply  I  have  received  from  most  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three,  I  can  say  that  they  are  unanimous 
in  disapproving  of  this  Section.  Many  of  the  members  add  that  they 
agree  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  M.  Baja  Baja  Varma  and  expressly  say  that 
they  wistf  that  I  should  vote  for  the  same.  That  is  the  express  wish, 
of  the  constituency.  ..  • 

Mr.  I’.  K.  NABAYANA  .PILLAI  {Ambalapunha):  Of  three  fa¬ 
milies?  ’ 

Mr.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMP  [IRAN  (Edavagai) : 
No,  it  is  not  the  Edavagai  only;  it  includes  pension-holders  also.  They 
consist  of  more  than  three.  As  a  member  of  the  Kshatriya  community 
also,  let  me  say  a  few  words.  Of  tile  different  sections  of  Kshatriyas,  I 
should  say  the  majority  of  the  males  amongst  Tampans  and  Tirumulpads 
:  are  for  the  retention  . of  the  Section  as  in  the  Select  Committee  Report  un¬ 
impaired.  The  other  sections  consisting  mainly  of  Koil  Tampurans  and 
Rajas  who  come  under  the  head  of  pension-holders  mentioned  before  are 
by  a  vast  .majority  against  the  retention  of  the  same.  Of  course,  taking 
the  population  into  consideration  and  the  opinion  of  the  females  also  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  opinion  of  those  who  are  against  it  will  largely  outweigh  the 
other.;  and  hence  I  request  the  members  to  look  into  the  question  with 
an  unprejudiced  mind,  and  express  their  candid  opinion  in  the  matter  ^ 
without  any  communal  leaning. 

:i  PRESIDENT:  You  do  not  propose  any  amendment? 

Mr.  L.  R.  EAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Edavagai): 

I  have  no  objection  to  move  it  formally  if  necessary.  .*?. 

-  .  Mb.'P.-K.  HARAYANA  RlLLAI  (Amba'apuzJM) :  Is  it  possible 
to  propose  am  amendment  to  an  amendment? 

PRESIDENT:  I  have  already  ruled  that  it  could  be  done.  Are 
you  proposing  the  amendment,  Mr.  Raja  Raja  Varma  ? 

Mr.  L.  R.  RAJA  BAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  ( Edavagai ) : 
The  following  may  be  added  as  a  proviso  to  Section  22 : — 

“  In  tlie  case  of  marriages  subsisting  on  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Regulation, 
the  Nayar  wife  and  children  shall  have  a  right  to  maintenance  only,  unless  the  parties 
contract  in  writing  registered  to  the  contrary.  ” 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (. Additional  Bead  Sirhar  Vakil): 
That  is  not  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  under  discussion. 

■  PRESIDENT :  If  it  is  a  different  amendment  you  must  move  it 
afterwards. 

Mb.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  (Edamgai) ! 
I  want  a  proviso  to  be  added  to  Clause  22. 

PRESIDENT :  That  can  be  done  only  later  on. 

Mb,  T.  K  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  I 
rise  to  oppose  the  amendment.  I  am  not  second  to  my  friend  Mr.  L.R. 
Raja  Raja  Varma  in  the  spirit  of  good-will  and  I  also  trust  that  good¬ 
will  is  actuated  by  deliberation.  But  all  the  same  I  feel  bound  to  oppose 
the  amendment.  The  learned  mover  of  the  amendment  has  conceded 
that  the  marriage  which  a  non-Nayar  contracts  with  a  Nayar  female  is 
sufficiently  dignified.  He  has  admitted  that  non-Nayar  husbands  do  en¬ 
deavour  to  raise  the  status  of  their  wives.  I  have  come  across  several  in¬ 
stances  in  which  non-Nayar  husbands  of  Nayar  females  live  in  the  houses 
of  their  wives.  The  trend  of  this  Bill,  Sir,  is  to  make  marrijges  more  per¬ 
manent  than  they  were  and  more  dignified.  It  is  quite  natural  therefore 
that  we  should  desire  to  give  to  the  children  of  these  dignified  marriages 
sufficient  status  in  the  estimation  of  the  world,  and  so  long  as  in  other 
communities  inheritance  is  one  of  the  incidents  to  this  dignity,  we 
claim  ths)/t  inheritance  also  should  go  to  the  Nayar  children  of  such 
marriages.  The  amendment  is  to  the  effect  that  maintenance  may 
be  given  to  the  widow  and  children  after  the  death  of  the  non- 
Nayar  husband.  The  non-Nayar  husband  is  at  present  compelled 
by  law  to  give  maintenance,  so  that  the  only  change  that  is  proposed 
is  that  even  after  his  death  his  family  property  may  be  held 
liable  for  the  maintenance  charges.  In  the  view  that  I  have  taken 
of  the  effect  of  these  marriages,  I  may  tell  my  friend  Mr.  Raja 
Raja  Varma  that  it  is  not  likely  that  this  kind  of  feeble  com¬ 
promise  will  be  accepted.  It  is  a  kind  of  relief  work.  It  has  been 
observed,  Sir,  that  relief  works  are  like  opiates — the  more  one  takes  the 
more  one  wants.  So  that  there .  is  no  justification  for  discussing  this 
question  at  any  length  in  this  House  because  the  route  followed  is  not 
straight  but  circumlocutory,  and  therefore  ineffedtive.  The  crux  of  the 
whole  question  is  whether  inheritance  should  follow  a  marriage.  I  quite 
sympathise  with  the  views  expressed  by  Mr.  L.  R-  Raja  Raja  Varma  that: 
marr  •  0e  is  marriage  whether  it  is  marriage  between  Nayars  or  between 
a  Nayar  female  and  a  non-Nayar  male.  I  find  in  the  agenda  several 
amendments  which  cover  a  much  larger  ground  than  the  amend¬ 
ment  proposed  by  Mr.  Raja  Raja  Varma.  This  amendment  is  not 
of  a  commendable  or  conciliatory  nature.  It  does  not  serve  the  pur¬ 
pose.  It  would  raise  unnecessary  animosities.  In  the  view  I  have 
taken,  I  have  chosen  to  oppose  the  present  amendment  because 
there  is  ample  opportunity  given  to  this  House  of  discussing  the  question 
and  examining  in  detail  the  merits  of  the  more  serious  proposals.  No¬ 
body  is  going  to  be  satisfied  with  this  amendment  even  it  it  is  carried, 
For  that  reason  I  oppose  the  amendment. 

Vol.  V  No.  15.  i 
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Mb.  J.  JOHN  NIDIRY  ( Changanaehery  cum  Minachil):  Sir,  as 
we  are  at  a  very  important  and  rather  controversial  stage  of  the  Bill,  I 
think,  though  a  Christian  it  is  my  duty  is  to  state  my  views  on  the 
subject.  Of  course,  I  thought  that  the  best,  course  for  a  man  like  me  wa* 
to  speak  as  little  as  possible,  until  very  important  stages  like  this  are 
come,  and  then  give  my  Nayar  friends  reap  the  benefit  of  my  vote.  But 
I  think  we  have  come  to  a  stage  at  which  my  opinion  also  may  be  of 
some  value.  _ 

Sir,  I  can  really  sympathise  with  the  position  of  non-Nayars  who, 
out  of  necessity  or  under  circumstances  historical  or  otherwise,  which 
were  beyond  their  control  had  to  contract  marriages  with  Nayars,  and 
as  such  our  chief  duty  is  to  see  that  justice  is  done  to  non-Nayar  com- 
munities  also.  I  can  also  understand  the  sentiment  of  the  Nayar  mem¬ 
bers,  that  what  they  feel  most  is  that  the  marriages  whether  it  be  with 
Nayars  or  non-Nayars,  of  their  females  should  be  similar  to  other 
marriages,  should  have  similar  dignity  and  status ;  and  that  is  a  tiring 
that  every  right-minded  man  should  support.  Of  course  on  account  of 
the  peculiar  customs  or  otherwise,  though  others  may  not  attach  the 
same  importance  or  sanctity  to  the  marriages  of  non-Nayars  with  Nayars, 

I  think  the  Nayars  are  very  right  in  demanding  to  recognise  that  mar¬ 
riage  of ,  Nayar  females  with  non-Nayars  should  be  as  sacred  and 
important  as  any  other.  Since  we  are  making  the  matrimonial  ties  pf 
tbe  Nayar  female,  whether  with  the  Nayar  male  or  the  non-Nayar  male, 
more  sacred  and  binding,  I  think  we  are  bound  to  respect  the  feelings  of 
oar  Nayar  friends.  But  my  only  difficulty  is,  what  are  we  to  do  with 
respect  to  the  marriages  of  non-Nayars  which  were  contracted  at  a  time 
when  there  were  no  such  restricting  laws  or  when  marriages  were  not 
followed  by  such  rights  as  we  are  now  providing  for  in  this  Bill  ?  That, 
being  the  case,  my  opinion  in  this,  as  well  as  in  some  of  the  Sections 
we  hr.ve  to  deal  with  hereafter,  is  that  we  should  see  that  the  feelings  of 
.  the  non-Nayars  are  equally  respected  by  not  giving  the  Bill  a  retrospec- 
.  tive  effect,  with  regard  to  existing  marriages.  Of  course  existing  mar-' 
riages  came  into  being  when  there  was  no. such  Begulation.  I  find  that  . 
custom  was.  also  not  so  strict  as  this.  So  when  we  are  going  to  make 
•a  little  departure  from  the  existing  practice,  it  is  nothing  but  fair  that 
the  existing,  marriages  should,  he  left  as  it  is,  without  disturbing  the  . 
rights  which  they  had  at  the  time  of  the  contract.  So,  under  these 
circumstances,  though  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  support  the  amendment . 
of  the  mover,  still  I  think  some  provision,  as  has  been  suggested  by  my  , 
friend  Mr.  L.  R.  Raja  Baja  Varma,  with  regard  to  existing  marriages,  is 
necessary,  so  that  the  feelings  of  the  non-Nayar  husbands  also  should  be 
duly  considered  by  this  Council. 

Mb.  P.  X  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapueha) :  Sir,  I  am  :. 
very  sorry  I  have  to  oppose  the  amendment.  The  question  that  is  now 
proposed  by  means  of  this,  amendment  of  Mr,  M.  Raja  Raja  Varma  is, 
whether  the  Nayar  wife  and  her  children  by  a  non-Nayar  should  ever  go ' 
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without  any  inheritance.  At  best  he  concedes — what  now  exists  practi¬ 
cally  as  the  law — that  the  Nayar  wife  and  children  of  a  non-Nayar  are 
entitled  to  maintenance,  and  the  only  step  forward  that  he  has  been  good 
enough  to  concede  in  favour  of  the  Nayar  community  is  that,  even  after 
the  death  of  the  particular  non-Nayar,  his  property,  if  any,  may  be  made 
liable  for  the  maintenance  of  the  minor  children  and  of  the  wife 
till  the  latter’s  remarriage.  "That  is  the  only  extension  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  practice  that  has  been  suggested  as  a  step  forward  for  the  time 
being.  The  object  of  the  amendment  is  to  deprive  the  Nayar  wife  and 
her  children  of  all  manner  of  rights  in  the  non-Nayar  husbar  d’s  pro¬ 
perty.  That  is  a  position  to  which  I  am  sorry  •  I  cannot  reconcile 
myself.  There are  a  number  of  other  questions  to  be  discussed,  and 
this  particular  amendment  which  aims  only  at  one  thing,  of  depriving 
a  right  of  inheritance  and  not  creating  a  right  of  inheritance  in  favour 
of  such  non-Nayar’s  wife  and  children,  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
accept. 

My  friend  Mr.  Nidiry  says  that  we  have  to  .respect  the  feelings  of 
the  non-Nayar  section  also.  I  am  sorry  I  will  have  to  differ  from  him. 
Feelings  ought  to  be  respected  but  only  in  subordination  to  rights  and 
justice.  The  first  thing  that  we  have  to  respect  is  the  operation  of  justice 
between  party  and  party,  or,  as  an  Englishman  would  put  it,  the  right¬ 
eousness  of  the  claims  and  liabilities  on  both  sides.  If  it  is  a 
righteous  claim,  certainly  we  ought  to  respect  it  first.  If  it  is  only 
a  question  of  feeling  struggling  against  one’s  sense  of  justice,  I  shall 
not  allow  myself  to  be  overpowered  by  my  feelings  or  g;et  converted  to 
the  view  of  my  friend  Mr.  Nidiry.  Whatever  may  be  the  source 
of  the  feeling  or  the  matter  with  which  the  feelings  are  entertained,  I 
am  sorry. I  shall  not  be  a.  party  to  that  view.  What,  therefore,  I 
would  request  my  friend  Mr.  Nidiry  to  bear  in  mind  is  the  justice  of 
the  claim  that  we  are  going  to  make  out  in  favour  of  the  wife  and 
Children  of  the  existing:marriages,  and  if  Mr.  Nidiry,  as  I  ,  am  .  sure, 
is  going  to  be  convinced  of  the  claim,  he  may  take  that  into  con¬ 
sideration  first  and  then  think  whether  feelings  should  subordinate  his 
epuyictiohs  in  the  matter:  or  . not. 

As  to  the  position  of  Mr.  L.  B.  Baja  Baja  Varma  I  hope  that, 
when.  the.  matter  is  argued  out,  he  Would  probably  veer  round  and 
support  the  claim.  He  is  a'  fair-minded  young  .  .gentleman  and  I 
have  great  hopes  in  him.  {Laughter.)  It  was  in  his  Palace,  Sir, 
that  the  Kshatriya  convention  was  held,  where  a  number  of  leading 
Kshatriyas  of  Travancore,  headed  by  a  man  of  remarkable  culture,  who 
has  been  serving  the  State  in  the  Training  College — I  mean.  Mr.  Kama 
Varma  Tampan  -  assembled  and  passed  memorable  resolutions  in  langu¬ 
age  and  sentiment  redolent  of  all  that  is  noble  in  their .  community-,  to 
support  the  present  measure,  requesting  Mr,  L,  B.  Baja  Baja  Varma 
himself  at  the  same  time  to  move  an  amendment  to  this  Bill 
so  "that  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  may  be  made  applicable  to 
the  Kshatriya  community  also.  When  I  was  the  other  day  at  the 
Ennakkad  Palace  w  here  a  marriage  Ceremony  was.  performed,  from 
toy  talk  with  various  members  of  the  Kshatriya  community,  to  which 


1236  '1'UAVANOOllB  lAltUSLATlVE  OOUMOIti.  [12tii  Junis  1924, 

[Mr.  P-  K.  Narayaua  Pillai.] 

my  friend  “Mr.  L.  II.  Eaja  Baja  Varma  as  well  as  my  friends  Mr.  Udaya 
Varma  Baja  and  Mr.' M.' Baja  Baja  Varma  also  belong,  I  understood 
olearly  that  many  of  them  were  in  favour  of  extending  the  right  of  in- 
neritance  to  the  wife  and  children'  of  a  non-Nayar  belonging  to  their 
own  community  and  that  even  existing  marriages  should  on  no  account 
be  made  an  exception  in  that  respect.  In  pursuance  of  that  view  some 
of  them  had  also  written  to  Mr.  L.  E.  Eaja  Eaja  Varma.  I  under¬ 
stand  as  he  himself  showed  me  a  letter  written  by  the  artist  Mr.  Baja 
Eaja  Varma  of  M'av.clikara,  the  nephew  of  Mr.  Udaya  Varma  Eaja  whom 
we'  are  glad  to  have  with  us  injthis  Council,-  that  oven  in  the  Tampuran 
community  there  are.  a  number  of  persons  in  favour  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  measure.  Again  I  am"  submitting  that  this  question  will  have 
to  be  considered  from  a  wider  standpoint.  I  have,  just  now  in¬ 
formed  the  House  the  sort  of  voice  which  exists  in  the  Kshatriya 
community  with  respect  to  this  question.  I  am  further  of  opinion 
that  this  is  not  a  question  which  is  to  he  viewed  from  any  com¬ 
munal  stand-point  at  all.  Sir,  a  few  members,  be  they  of  the 
Kshatriya  community  onof  the.  Brahmin  community  or  of  the  specialised 
Kshatriya  community — namely,  the  Tirumalpad  community  or  the 
Tampan  community — are  found  to  contract  marital  relations  with 
Nayar ,  feinales.  Whatever  be  the  sort  of  subsequent  wrappings 
made  to  the  idea  of  marriage,  and  whatever  be  the  view  that 
people  are  prone  to  take  of  it,  essentially  it  is  a  matter  of  agreement 
between  party  and  party.  Even  in  Hindu  Law  wo  have  got  the  ob- . 
serrations  of  Justice  Mr.  Hunt  quoted  in  20,  T.  L.  E-,  citing  Gurudas  Ba- 
nerjee'j  on  the  subject  of  marriage  that,  after  all,  it  is  a  case  of  contract. 
Mr.  Justice  Hunt  on  page  92  of  20  T.  L.  K.  says: — 

“Gnrndas  Baucrjoc  on  Marriage,  page  95,  oites  h  passage  from  Mann  wluoh  shows 
that  the  actual  evidence  of  the  bond  of  matrimony  is  to  bo  found  in  the  first  gift  and  that 
the  rc-ligious  ceremony  was  to  make  the  marriage  propitious.” 

So,  even  in  Hindu  Law,  an  authority  so  eminent  as  Sir  Gurudas 
is  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  matter  of  gift  and  acceptance,  in  other  words . 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  agreement  between  party  and  party.  Such  being 
the  case,  I  raise  the  question  where  is  the  necessity  of  clouding  it  with  all 
manner  of  things,  and  losing  sight  of  the  central  idea  ?  After  all  there  is 
an  agreement  at  the  root  of  the  whole  thing.  Such  being  the  case  I 
would  raise  a  further  question.  Sir,  in  the  realm  of  contract,  if  it  so 
happens  that  one  party  happens  to  be  of  a  particular  community,  should 
the  community  ipso  facto  have  a  claim  and  voice  in- the  matter  of  his 
'doings?  It  is  a  very  strange  proposition!  I  would  request  you,  Sir,,  to 
consider  the  question  of  any  member  of  the  Kshatriya  community  making 
a  contract  with  respect  to  a  forest  coupe.  No  one  else  has  got  anything 
to  do  with  that  agreement.  So  in  the  present  instance  I  am  submit- 
ting  that  there  is  only  a  question  of  agreement  where  one  man  under¬ 
takes,  whether  the  rest  of  the  community  agrees  to  it  or  not,  to  marry  a 
•Nayar  female.  Is  it  the  concern  of  the  rest  of  the  community  to  haunt 
the  -man  through  his  proceedings  with  respect  to  it  ?  No.  I  would  take 
iti  more  extended  case.  :  ,  •  ■ 
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Rao  Bahadub  K.  A.  KRISHNA'AIYANG-AR  ( Nominated )  ( De - 

puty  President ) :  Are  we  to  go  into  that  large  question  on  this  point  and 
wait  for  the  results  of  the  voting  on  this  issue  ? 

PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  anticipates  the  discussion 
and  hence  takes  it  up  at  once. 

Mb.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN)  Edmagai) : 
Does  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  know  that  there  is  a  section  in  the  Kshatriya 
community  who  take  only  Nayar  wives  ? 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI.  (AmbalapuzM) :  I  do  know, 
Sir.  I  was  the  first  to-give  expression  to  it  when  the  discussion  came 
up  in  this  Council. 

Just  take  the  more  pronounced  case  of  a  member  of  the  Kshatriya 
community  about  to  get  himself  converted  into  Christianity  or  into  the 
Moslem  faith.  What  business  has  the  community  to  do  with  such  a 
man?  Absolutely  nothing.  Of  course  in  the  present  instance  he  does 
not'  change  his  faith.  That  he  should  always  be  kept  subordinate  to  his 
community  is  rather  very  harsh.  Therefore,  I  am  submitting  only  this 
aspect  of  the  question,  namely,  that  there  is  no  communal  question  to 
be  dealt  with  here.  Because  certain,  members  of  the  community  .  speak 
this  way  and  that  way,  that  ought  not  to  make  us  forget  what  we  are 
at.  Here  are  the  doings  of  certain  persons.  What  ought  to  be  the  con¬ 
sequences  should  be  the  question  that  the  Council  will  have  to  take  into 
onsideration  and  it  should  not  get  itself  blinded  by  irrelevant  consider  a- 
ctions  of  feelings  and  sentimental  twaddle.  Keeping  all  this  apart,  we 
must  give  the  whole  question  our  considered  attention.  Because  the  Eda- 
vagai  has  instructed  me,  because  the  pensioners  have  informed  me  thus— 
that,  I  say,  is  not. the  angle  from  which  such  a  fair-minded  young  man  as 
Mr.  L.  R.  Raja  Raja  Yarma  has  to  view  the.  question  ;  but  the  real 
merits  of  the  question  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  at  a  .  subse¬ 
quent  stage.  ... 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedimapgad)  : 
May  I  know  whether  the  whole  question  is  not  being  discussed  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  Nayar  community? 

Mr-  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (A.ubalapuzha):  .  From  the 
point  of  view  of  universal  justice  and  righteousness.  {Laughter.)  ■  For 
the  time  being  I  shall  hot  consider  myself  to  be  a  Nayar.  It  is  a  misfor¬ 
tune  that  I  happen  to  be  a  Nayar  in  the  present  instance.  C Laughter .)  I 
say,  I  shall  only  consider  the  question  from  the  stand-point  of  universal  - 
justice.  I  Wanted  myself  to  proclaim  that  aspect  of  the  question  and  I 
am  thankful  to  Mr.  T.  K.  Velu  Pillai  for  bringing  it  out.  Viewing  it 
in  that  light  I  am  very  sorry  I  have  to  oppose  the .  amendment  of 
Mr.  Raja  Raja  Varnoa. 

Mb.  TRIVIKR AM AR  VASUDEVAR  ( Jenmies ) :  orud)j 
rooSSioo sjaiaacpias  .G@.ecormi<soa>o§  simoai)  emosalcBacho.  gxriuoaba 

ajejctso  aco30c9a(mmo(nojo  cS\m 

n$ceiajlai3o,ocijo  aGo&l&ato  aacajo)la<a»oesn§o, .  (sroag^&la* 
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§S)c&>0S6Tl§0  ClOSaj'ffiJ)  QIOTilsgS)  (t5lja0fDCTOO5f)D  oQSlClio  (3T0©1  (g_jo 

a»o.  a(D32t9s)(trrmoaD)o  ooc/ol<flafficaioOo  ailHoraftajiaj'aio.-ioQjo  <3ra<B®o§ 
I^sl  moolceacm.-oiosm0.'  <o®6r©|$o  ecmo®l;a?<^[fi63®cajo00  ramiWi 
mono  ciooolc0e8cft.c£).O6)STO^l(o6  soots  aolejoolcoitesjnTxmgj. 

Mb.  G.  P.  KOOHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (. Kotlu-rahara  cum  Kimnattur): 
affloOo  o^a^?(OTiAlcs3)(mo:'.onoa^(o6  cj-jlaom  <ai®  ©igOorfiannacrn  0000 


.Mb.  TBIVIKRAMAR  VASUDEVAR  (Jemms) :  ®©  g 

moo  QjloJtSlrtnoii'tg-joaaOTroilroi  ceblscsaon  aomoaio0.  a<D0<3.as  °®g^o 
somiltOidJaao.  raigjaanocno  ra?1^jra_)ocQjcrnlgj.  ®i©(oooQ)lffllt9ao  a®moo  a® 
rolcDQ  colc®i vialgj.  ®r®£fflo§jcyo  m;oc/o vzsoern. 

Mb.  C.  P.  KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  (Kottaralam  cum  Iumnattur): 
ot®  (ruooocs2)o  lig/Bsoaenomo  c?(ft>go(o6  ad-boss  oq. 

Mb.  TBIVIKEAMAR  VASUDEVAR  ( Jeimics ):  a-Koogaoemo 
a«mnnr>06mu  oil  mo  a)  gjl  g  ©)“ .  raregDo joa^ecajoco  aroaolejo  cuosijy 
fiy)laioss5i3^.ftVi§Ot03o.  (sroraiosfD  atsod)  susrnjuli^aJocG)oOTim^u,  grwtyoOo 
aj«KTO(Oo  eaao^l^gjlrolQ^aCrfJ  Qcno°  agjexJOOo  Bajasngaio  ajoas 
cnoeaio  orosgjiODo'  aoo,@a.ai®3o  (SYoralaco  (m®njrol(8c96)6ins(B)0Qi51  ai 
(tso.  dil^oii^oaiallaJOQoasrailoraroiacn')  dhoasmo  assacawnraoraaniilactbo 

ca>(CcysooQ)(2)O0rr>\  ®rarai°  <si®aj<61cBscrr)aiaffloac36)  ffiro@  eaicoo  aoool 
rfal§6maacm°  ^eoJoOo  a®ojlas  eooocealcooejo  Qoailalijejgcrnjg  8*fio 
tflsioo.  taansslooicaocabotfeag  rojoaomaaotflinocaag  aoaaa  Qxoiatefixffrmo 
oo)ca6)oacefegjOffic)_Jc6feo  rmaomcoocajag  gDSg_ioOo  acasiaiBiooQJo  tsilgsrnaamio 
ecn  <ai®  vjaD^gg.©0.  (Bicroioero0  muoi§oajlcft,0ooa)l|o  (sy^l 
asnaaocoilg^gg.  aolasaojo.  aoos^aojo  ffiroasosm0.  <8PJOd3>mi]<o6 
ojg)^0Qalsgw)o  (sro(ts>o6n5“  cosgJigg.(tn .  (Sc0>fflg(oiml(o6  aoi®®®  §d®b 
acD  ass  0fisai!a(mroocg)^ss>  ao-icrn  o®gjocuc8o  cqjcOioTitSjjcftrtJiaomil  oioel 
c9®0m<U)“  SKSOClb  (8c9jglg6n§°.  (8T0<B)<8c2_IO3)ej  oflSOrtnlcfflajlcllOlOQJo  Oc9) 

rosscBimlrai  (^Yogjosvm  saiao  ass  8l<96)lejo  gasnsom"  o®0r51c9a“  eraocnorrpi 
£}•  .gQoilas  o  igQjtaoa-j  uej  g.5n§oD«io0oo3)|(61f96)oo. 


SHE  nayar  eegtjlAtion  amendment  bill. 


1239 


a®  cu1s8o<t&<moj)ajoaDo  a.ajg^onr)mlffi&  a®  (gijo<i/26mao0  ®i®(Stfta3Q-i<al  ■ 
gj.  goraeaoocQjgg.  a®  qjIqjoqdo  a.o;<gjom®lK5£>  oooocDaaoaao 
dOal^.  §Dg>  aiaafficssioo-'izioa^  cttsaTooiracmrosoano .  qj1<bodqs51^o 

fflifD'frolci®  oSltisnjcnjoaj^so^0.  rocn^wlrotaoci  ®roafl<§cftrt»<0j5oSGi«floo©.o 
ero”.  '  orofisilacn  crSfeicrSItgSgaibciooaSl  ®oajo|1aej  ^B5iroco>oOo  cruKonsfl 
aDaHojoacojo  ^agoc9€50(i)  cnocQ)(b(a^l<fl>§.aoa8gg.'  ^^on^aaoikuoao 
ajo  axu^ono6Di°.  .aSlaj  aDooa)(ic9j§osnJ65Bgi(o6  croocsaoziocefe  qSIojo 
aoo  a-qjcgpcib  ajosla^cnoa  (§njoaj2>6m<e&  ao©®cn  gjosegaoicnoo  ooltb 
6ajcriD^«n^u.  \ 

Mr.  K.  PARAME SVAEAN  PILLAI  (TirnraUa) :  ang  a® alps 
goeajooo  oosa-jileiffisnao? 

Mr.  TRIVIKRAMAR  VASUDBYAE  (. fenmies ):  rarossiaaco  cnltb 
6QjcrtJbi?5n§oc^®orBfflcurfnoaiou  Q_io®jcnr)g>° .  (srorsf  goGg-joDo  xukxfc 
(saaanjsm^missaslsafflngcnoeolcffloo. 

Mr.  K  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Tirumlla ):  ^GgJOOo  mu 
880(dii]Qajl(o6rtnacTn  ojloiboBo  ®jaJ<^QJ®aD(U)ocd)1  arc oi svairol|<?6U§o ? 

Mr.  TRIVIKRAMAR  VASUDEYAR  (Jenmies) :  (aota^enf. 
(BTD5sraacioffiai6n5ffli2itTno5nou  sidi6sb§.<ssoq;o  ®ts>oo- 

(Sra)«SI3£3S)S  (11*  a®  a>06rit)aDOOd)(TD“ '  ^®(S)'OCDffl<flfiiaoCfUS)  cns 
gjgcnoensV  (9TO®1k36  giGa-joOo  go®  fflc0>ogj(ora)l(o6  QjlsoraflcsaojlcDoaDo 
Q_ioslagjcrroo,  cruKOd^ooiailaioacio  coiacm  saisnoaizcinoo,  csrselisyo^o 
o-J0cTU0d5ffl!|isnfu.  (sro©1  sensseOo  a®  aj«jdoc6iaja<s>o§y<^^0o^  «-J 
ooQjmo  a®aDoGO®10!8ao6n5>0.  ®ro!tftl(o6  isidgcdcSjo  o  iD^oUsopcro  ojoctdo 
c9^1|o,  <Bn>ra>laa&c>  rsrsa.u  ^oixnsa^0  ^ffiajoco  saieis)^ 

|eajooo)@a<ao6n|o  §p3<wcii6xt>  ooroUoaiikiDSgjW)  aicrnl§l^.  ®n>© 
a<&osn§osno°  sra>oat>  tej^amro  (ggjl^aio  ■«y«b.m.>@cai)<D&  §d(U>ick>  a®ooloG> 

fflo  saiafRaaono  aJot3a)oa51soQ)ocs2)@u.  . 

'  Mr  T  K  YBLU  PILLAI  {Trivandrum '  cum  Neduvumga®'- 
g,<3  ollas  tg)‘gglajeo_n@cold)  ca^u  8<i»oa)a«afliactvacqi«»o«rfl«Mcnit? 
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TBAVANCOEE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL,  [12TH  JUNE  1924, 


[Mr.  Trivikramar  Vasudevar.] 

Me.  TRIVIKRAMAR  YASUDEYAE  (Jenmies)  a^oodfoacn#. 

Ms.  T.  K.  VBLU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad): 
<aro6Si3rtnacmoQ>o<36rno  <sr&ftfTl iynrulciuaboocQjl«Bcm©0? 

Mb.  TRIVIKRAMAR  VASUDEVAR  (Jenmies) :  m&m. 

Me,  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nahmcmgad )  : 
ooocsaiso^Q^o  ajflcaiOocfiao  go©  aSkrao  ajoslsigjcno''  oroajlsis 
(ffl®eejoail^l|e6n§o? 

Ms.  TRIVIKRAMAR  VASUDEVER  (Jenmies)  :  (srossraaojacmi). 
cnoo  far©<EGJOjajl^aJl<g§QSlgj^ 

Me.  T.  K. .VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  ^  cum  Nedumangadh 
<50600000  a®  •  ooteao  cumoai)  csoJOc&cnooQjcno  o0g-joso_i<jB&o  Wrool 
coioeao? 

Me.'  TRIVIKRAMAR  VASUDEVAR  (Jenmies):  <m&  o®gj0 
csojcfifeo  tsruolcojoeao  c^crnolaiaioj^so.  o^aSlcSsiolaaoo. 

■  PRESIDENT;  You  are  not  speaking  on  the  amendment. 

Me.  TRIVIKRAMAR  VASUDEVAR  (Jenmies) :  gsoasanM 
os  Qjoe!£y®laiosffiBal«3&  ■  a0aol<eQ  aje9.ocg)OS®cuocA  nruoaSUacoilgj, 
og)ciplj0o  ajos!ocTDgg.@°,a-i06iim5  «a>sylsT0K61gu  omoctb  ®ig>  <ssaco(o>l<soQ)!>§ 
scooslcMcnD. 

IQGa^poo  §d©  ojea  cr3l(ismau)6BeOo  o/j)fflai)0  ao^cuolfmaaoffla®' 

CT3oa2JcrziO(S(oo§«5)6)ar) — go©  srillgj  ©c&osniojrm  (sigj^laooo^fUisxrn _ 6tn)0cib- 

(8isaic^jagj§l|sn|0.  00)60000  goa5)  sa®6  cioomKStonnronaoasos  qjIoiooo- 
ea  a_to^o^mo  c61tb6mcruSl(flQce)(n)oa6ro^l(o6  sianoaitnocol  fflS--' 

CTO|^ejlc9Q(Tp@  SK5>OOOOQ2)l(olc90o  000(10  0_106rw51g61f1fU.  (SYOgg0  CDOOQlA 

(TuasooQioroiloooom^  6ia)68i3<3  as  rru^QOCQim'ilaoo  a«s  <Oc&&im)36rr)“, 
OjIsoOq^^o  SK3)6Sr3g.5)S  m  ^QOaQl^STCn'iCrO0  (5ragg“  0164(01002)  6V«8  roafa®?.  : 
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6 rc>“.  aa6se^.as  nrui^eoomffiYrolcTD0  aaoan  ATnapoalsaa  rrusofwlcBajloJoaDo 
igjocQQjo  fgrofgjioajoQ)QjaoTj?lssa  rff>osnou.  fjra  Ail  c®4i  <gi  a  *>o  srv|  sks 
6BI3§.6)S  gDsdJksdi  CLlgia©  ffUSsSo  (8TQCK>eai1(H1flS)6rig1oj(IS0nD. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neyyattmkam):  culajoao 
®(Oiroi  nruosnJcru51^“  6i®8  aja30_iu  a<e><i)6rr?>na>]e?i®&  ojoo^ol  <Bg_joOo  go^j 
cftOroo  sicca-.  (Sgacoral  fflc8josrt|aj(tioroil<Dl^9oJocTi)  oJg_)  cs.offlennojsjeareo? 

Mr.  TRIVIKRAMAR  VASUDEVAR  (Jemmies):  co.ov  d 

.akjaaonD  Qj)xuo®l.£^®jarK>..  oioi3l.ajg:ac0>-sni  (jvjffiCDioKaoalfflgATO 
xulei.  (3roaJ(Tuffl65BglK56-  q®cy5}c9q  ffidnocrnl^sngooflfiBcrro. 

aUgsoro^oaiojIaioano  o_ios!©^jOiao  (sro<ioOta>o  aitajg-|cej 

tl«j6  Qjlssafj^lcsiollaioaoo  c&oa'i^ffizsno  ®.6reoc&ffB®>0  Q®arrc>o  c&oerraorn 
«51(S6  ag)fo1cSQ  ajga®  cruearaooTi^sfi#.  aoooaxsarairooooay  sicro  a4«a 
oaioi)  a®3,  cnoc£S(i(cr^la  ::  ajlaioaco  a.ajog>o®&  m>wo^e>s  mjg 
a^cuaoaao  (StoagjSfolmi.  acTOoJc&falacQJo  coocarf)ion|lc9ao  acasiOoceao.- 
<s.oj(D6noaacm°  go®  SDJl^laaio  cl  q.  -oa@  aic&a-jlsi  cuosmro^rDltsacm 
®i(o6  siaoai)  a^QJTOo  BaDosslceacmlgj.  A-iatte!  §d©  aojagcmT  a® 
acifeo  <scr^an)®>a5  cflcj^ii)  ool.  ace>.  gaipya-paa  njoaaro^eajoaaj  a.®30 
c9ffl(o*aoo!aiamlffi6n51cnoo  0d3«(amo.D:(a«5leejt9a  aJOSooi@oculceQCTn^(SQ_ioaej 
OToaraoci^  aSlxuofflojo  i^soaip  ojQaaoSaoaiaogQiaa  c&V aosoJcromj®! 
^ia_i®crijro<!incuooT3o  a®a^§lffllc0Qcm q&§ktoi1(d6  ©ks  rologjaoac&o 
6nf°  (StDoijQjOoo^jassisag  .qjojI§1  otssIl^  aobcicrn  c&ogjo  (srocDlaoloMoo) 
@ac0josn%“  o®cplcfl€3--  ®D(i3i(ci6  :  eayogBlcesiocri)  «s)®iflgjO(orafaD6rro0. 
alcj^A.  o®(q6.  oio)(i).  ®o83<oo8?o.\!2ia  a&osni  aimilsaa  (moarAaPaa 
cii>ol®6  o®tt)Octoo  aicejg-^cas.^  xuIgj  eocosssaa  o®mila'acQjo  anocesil 
oaias  eoco6SB8a  (STOcrD^ailcSaccgo  axLicgjono.  ooocffl8®©®roooQ)  •  at® 
a4«so3iaoi)0  (SYDcUcSjOodI  gonJ  ciotoao  cLJonruooiildasylsruYaoffii  mum* 
Q2)@v  cnocmro  (cr^iTgaoQa)!  aojcTuoaga.  cno<s)Gra®>fflono  lj  ass  0403031 
aabo  oraojcaoool  “gaiao  aasse^as  auasoaarotalaabo  xugo  .  o®gj- 
(^iByOfflialfisarjaeio'’ cT3033)ti)  c93glcft>^.o  coooaxi  eogjcsgaodil  <$0300010 
aaanosna".  <io<»  ontoao  a^osm  rruc&ej  mjaao^  (WakciiOGR!©  (gi@ajc 
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IRA  VAN  0  ORIS  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL-  [12TH  JUNE  1924.. 


[Mr.  C.  Sankara  Merton..]. 

fflSSBOo<fl9°  0OOOo  01(03000  0(3)000  SB.  g)  6)<AOSn§OSOaU  6KS>0ab  (XCL-Oai^ 
aJc^-TlsiOO  ra^railcflfet.TO^.  g360BfflCOCX»ga,  6V0300loQJ®o  ®0..16>§Om°  gi 
6reo<fls)0cii)  ajosl®gjci)ou  smab  ai§i®ffl  otosf 0c8coo§  i^sl,  og)®cibo 
(BCTu°coaol(t5t020ffl(D  (sroolaSldaacno. 

nuoc&agjaoaailfgg.  mjosnjcruMSBs^o  afg)auosai(ru)g)0CQ)lgss 
jho»S8b®o  '  o®s>oAo  G<ruucm.ol<mai>  a.iffieaao-Jfflai)  ajoarorrog) 

(BoJoaej  §d«s>1®&  (mos6SBl§sn|0.  ^saeacioc^ga.  &«a  oolcarao  aJogyodSacm 
tgroaiouromild)  ®aj§ono0  ass  ®a8So61oolaQQ)*a6n§Oc0acaacrao?  ojocoko 
cabarVges,  (3T®.oJ0(065ea£  ®.u§or»°  2>ooQ,c3>ao&o  a.oicg<a>g>ca>68g)0; 
t9>oaj(sa)2!o®ai05n|0  c£la(^<i>.  ©osoo^aJizmo  (^oaroYoijg  ecuoaei  §d<s 

aSlaDSo  cuonaj0'32)0fij5n§t)c93u,r)  oooKmsrorauoaaoGBo  aoocojcfc  (an^ltaiaaaoq) 
a&  ollaioaom>l®i>  oobaefflmrocraoctBas  ’  ffl(06no<s«)aSdo  orlops  ccracoWio 
(mlffllcfifflfm  auAcm^ffi6  oolcnao  -AgWOotBao  eogacg^o  ruleuailotf  ®<9>0 
gceat®  a0CfiDaa  (5)u)  [goag-joOo  gD^oesroiffiiosno0),  arateoc&amrowsntf. 
(grossaQco  ffloj§of»>  aos  gianaoc83onBaa\ont>c9)06nDeaiJoOo  <be 

aiottii  ffloiaoogs  <sesco«5)l  ©t&osniaiffloajcrogsaoafrjegjo.  tsrosseaoo 
ajslojsteoarl  cQiCOJOolacSaosnf  <bojioto<o6  coksfiCocMo  ab)6seoocS9o  . 
oaooo-ifmffiooa)  acoacrolfiJ  g>sn§0c0itfT>rov36nb\  <m>rt^ooo<o6  tsromilepjogjg  00 
©taocoi  aaocrb .  fSTOffi§aD<o«nl©crbo  ®roaainjya2in5dlttcno§°  eoaoffiltfisor®. 

Mr.  C.  SANKAEA  MENON  ( Quilon ):  I  also  oppose 'the 

.  amendment  of  Mr.  Baja*  Eaja  Varma.  The  main  ground  that  he  urged 
was  that  the  wife  follows  the  laws  of  the  husband  and  that  inheritance 
must  only  arise  by  performance  of  the  funeral  ceremonies.  By  per¬ 
formance  of  the  funeral  ceremonies,  at  any  rate,  I  am  not  aware  that  a 
marumakkathayee  succeeds  and  gets  any  inheritance.  I  put  the 
■  question,  .-tb  Mr.  Baja..  Raja  Varma  as1  to:  Whether  he  was  aware  of  any  - 
such  custom,  whether  it  was  the  performance  of  the  funeral  ceremony  . 
that  g'ivps  a  right  of  inheritance.  All  that  I  can  say  is  that  it  is  new  ; 
to  me.  So  far  as  marumakkathayces  are  concerned,  even  when  a  person 
"  dies  intestate  leaving  no  heirs  no  one  can  perform  his  funeral  ceremonies 
and  claim  his  estate.  The  only  person  that  immediately  claims  his  ' 
estate  is  the  Sirkar.  Even  when  the  last  member  wants  to  perpetuate 
his  lineage  by  adopting  a  person  to  his  family,  he  has  to  pay  a  very- 
heavy  fine  to  the  Government  for  so  doing.  Therefore,  so  far  as 
marumakkathayees  are  concerned,  between  the  right  of  performing  the V 
funeral  ceremony  and  the  right  of  inheritance  there  is  absolutely  no 
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connection  whatsoever.  Now  it  has  been  urged  that  according  to  their 
custom  non-Nayars  are  permitted  to  marry  Nayar  females  and  that  this 
custom  certainly  has  the  sanction  of  ages,  Non-Nayars  who  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  marry  Nayar  females  are  either  Nambudiri  Brahmins  or 
Tamil  Brahmins  and  also  Kshatriyas  and  others.  So  far  as  the  Brah¬ 
mins  are  concerned,  no  doubt  they  have  a  personal  law  of  their  own. 
But  so  far  as  Kshatriyas  are  concerned,  I  do  rot  find,  in  the  least,  any 
difference  between  the  personal  law  of  the  Kshatriyas  who  marry  in  the 
Nayar  tarwads  and  that  of  the  Nayars  themselves,  excepting  the  slight 
modification  introduced  b},f  Regulation.  I  of  1038. 

Mr,  L.  fi.  RAJA  .RAJA  VARM A  KOIL  TAMPURAN  {Ecki- 
vakai) :  Will  there  not  be  a  difference  after  the  passing  of  this  Regu¬ 
lation  ?  Am  I  to.  suppose  that  he  means  to  say  that  it  is  the  same  only 
before  the  passing  of  this  Bill  or  that  even  after  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
there  will  not  be  any  difference  between  the  law  followed  by  the 
Kshatriyas  and  that  followed  by -the  Nayars? 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Quilon)  :  There  is  a  slight  dif¬ 
ference  even  now  under  Regulation'I  of  1088.  Now  it  is  conceded  that 
marriages  between  a  non-Nayar  and  a  Nayar  have  been  legalised  by 
Regulation  I  of  1088.  Therefore,  all  that  we  now  ask  for,  by 
Section  22,  is  that  the  incidents  of  a  valid  marriage  should  follow.  One 
of  the  main  incidents  of  a  valid  marriage  is  the  right  of  succession  and 
therefore  all  that  we  now  ask  for  is  to  attach,  those  Incidents  to  the 
validity  of  the  marriage  between  a  non-Nayar  and  a  Nayar.  .  It  was 
stated  that  it  would  be  a  little  inroad  into  the  personal  law  of  the  non- 
Nayars  and  that  such  an  inroad  ought  not;  to  .be  permitted  by  the 
legislature,  and  that  there  was  no  precedent  for  such  inroad.  With 
regard  to  this,  if  there  is  any  inroad  at  all,  I  submit,  it  is  inevitable  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  these  non-Nayars  have  to  marry  in  the  Nayar 
family.  It  is  inevitable  on  account  of  that  circumstance.  If  they  do 
not  want  to  marry,  then  there  need  be  no  inroad  into  their  personal 
law.  Now,  the  inroad  into  the  personal  law  is  after  all  very  little. 
What  is  now  claimed  is  not  a  right  to  the  family  property  of  the  non- 
Nayar,  but  only  the  right  to  the  self- acquisition  of  the  non-Nayar,  so 
far  hs  the'marumakkathayam  law  or  the  Hindu  Law  of  the  Mitakshara 
Brahmins  is  concerned.  Even  under  the  MiCkshara  Law,  self- 
acquisition  was  absolutely  unknown  in .  the  past,  and  the  right  of  dis¬ 
posing  of  this  self-acquired  property  and  the  right  of, the  creditor  to 
proceed  against  such  property,  was  recognised  only  in  the  well-known 
Sivaganga  case.  It  is  perhaps  about  forty  or  fifty  years  ago  that  the 
right  of  self-acquisition ,  itself  was  recognised.  ;  Subsequent  to  that,, 
when  we  passed  the  Wills  Regulation,  testamentary  right  was  given  to 
the  acquirers.  But  that  was  only  to  the  extent  of  one-half  of  the 
property.  This'  was  applicable  both  to;  Hindus  and  mariunakka- 
thayees.  ' 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHN A  AIYAN GAR  {Noiyina  ted)  {Deputy 
President ) :  Is  Mr.-  Sankara  Menon  aware  that  the  Hindu  Wills  Regu¬ 
lation  conferred  a  right  on  Hindus  and  did  not  take  away  any  right? 
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TRAVANCORE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL.  [12TH  JUNE  1924. 

[Mr.  C.  Sankara  Menon.] 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon )  :  Yes. 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President) :  ,  There  is  some  difference  between  conferring  a  right  and 
taking  away  a  right  that  has  already  been  conferred.  That  is  to  say, 
there  was  no  right  of  disposing  before,  and  the  law  conferred  the  right 
of  disposing  of  one-half. 

PRESIDENT :  Inroad  so  far  as  the  heirs  are  concerned. 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated- )  (Deputy 
President ) :  There  is  no  inroad  as  regards  the  heirs  also. 

PRESIDENT :  Otherwise,  they  would  inherit  the  whole  pro¬ 
perty. 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  ( Quilon )  :  The  next  inroad  into  the 
marumakkathayam  law  was  when  the  right  of  the  thavazhee  to  succeed 
to  property  was  recognised  by  our  High  Court  railing.  Therefore, 
gradually,  the  inroad  into  the  personal  law  was  being  continued  and  we 
now  ask  only  for  a  small  change  in  the  system.  We  do  not  want  an 
absolute  change  of  the  system,  and'  what  we  ask  for  is  inevitable  on 
account  of  the;  custom  of  these  non-Nayars  who  want  to  marry  Nayar 
females.  There  are  also  various  other  communities  among  whom  a 
similar  custom  prevails.  It  was  said  that  there  was  no  such  instance. 
Among  the  Mahomedans  in  Travancore  there  are  those  who  follow 
makkathayam  law  and  others  who  follow  marumakkathayam  law.  If  a 
Mahomedan  following  makkathayam  law  marries  a  woman  who  follows 
marumakkathayam  law,  the  offspring  succeeds  to  the  father’s 1  estate, 

,  and  under  the  marumakkathayam  law  they  also  get  a  share  of  the 
tarwad  property.  Similarly,  among  Ezhavas  there  are  some  who 
follow  makkathayam,  others  -who  follow  marumakkathayam,  and 
"still  others  who  follow  a  mixed  system.  All  these  sections  intermarry 
and  they  also  follow  the  same  principle  as  Mahomedans. 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (Devastvom  Commissioner) :  May  I 
know  whether  they  do  not  belong, to  the  same  community— the  Ezhavas 
■  and  the  Mahomedans  he  spoke  off  ? 

i  Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  {Quilon)  t  In  the  case  of  Nayars 
also,  it  is  a  case  of  intermarriage. 

Mb.  M.  RAJA. RAJA  VARMA  (Devaswom  Commissioner ):  Is  it 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  -Sankara  Menon  that  Kshatfiyas  and  Nayars  are  of 
the  same  community  ? 

Mb.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  {Quilon);  I  am  not  prepared  to 
discuss  that  matter  now.  There  is  the  custom  that  Kshatriyas  are 
allowed  to  marry  Nayar  females.  I  only  gave  an  instance  where  this 
custom  is  prevalent  in  other  communities  also.  Eor  the  purpose  of 
illustration  I  referred  to  two  communities.  There  are  various 'Others 
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also.  Therefore,  this  is  not  a  novel  thing  that  we  are  now  asking  for. 
On  these  grounds  I  oppose  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Baja  Baja  Varma. 

,  Bao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KBISHNA  AIYANGAB  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President) :  I  move  for  a  closure. 

.  Mr.  P.  K.  NAKAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapnzhay.  I  support 
the  motion. 

The  motion  if  or  closure  was  then  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House 
and  carried. 

Mr.  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMACDeraswow  Commissioner ) :  Sir,  the 
first  objection  to  my  amendment  was  raised  by  Mr.  Grovinda  Menon, 
namely,  that  I  was  not  consistent  in  having  voted  in  regard  to  a- 
previous  Section  and  in  proposing  this  amendment  now.  Slay  I  tell 
Mr,  Govinda  Menon  that  in  that  Clause  I  voted  for  the  husband  for  the 
reason  that  whatever  the  wife  has  acquired  must  have  been  from  the 
husband  only  ?  It  is  only  natural  that  he  must  get  it  when  his  wife 
dies  without  any  heirs.  That  is  a  small  point  and  I  do  not  want  to 
dilate  upoD  it. 

Mr.  Velu  Pillai  in  his  speech  said  that  inheritance  was  claimed  for 
the  purpose  of  diginity  and  nothing  else. 

Mr.  T.  K,  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) : 
I ’must  correct  him.  I  did  not  say  that  inheritance  was /claimed  solely 
for  the:purpose  of  dignity.  What  I  said' was,  now  that  marriage  is 
recognised  to  be  dignified,  inheritance  must  follow  as  a  matter  of 
course. . 

"  ~  Mr.  M.  BAJA BAJA'VABMA  (Devaswom  Commissioner):  I  thank 
■him  for  the  correction.  I  think  that,  whether  marriage  is  dignified 
or  undignified,  the  consequences  follow  in  law.  That  inheritance  is  one 
of  those  items  which  •  make  marriage  dignified  is  vSty  questionable. 
If  so,  all  the  marriages  that  now  subsist  between  Nayars  and  non-Nayars 
and  among  Nayars  themselves  must  be  declared  undignified;  at  least 
■they  have  not  got  one  essential  of  dignity. 

Another:  argument  was  that  I  was  coming  in  a  .  circumlocutory 
manner  and  not  facing  the  problem  direct,  and  that  I  was  advancing 
by  a  side-wind,  as  it  were,  to  give  some  claim  to  the  wife  and  children. 
I  did  it  purposely.  We  have  to  prepare  the  community  to  come  to  that 
-stage.  The  "community  must  advance  stage  by  stage  and  should  'not 
claim  everything  at  one  step.  They  must  advance  gradually,  step  by 
.step.  To  begin  with,  I  propose  that,  after  the  death  of  the  husband, 
the  property  left  undisposed  shall  be  charged  for  the  maintenance -of 
the  wife  and  children.  Therefore  I  say  I  was  not  circumlocutory,  I 
did  it  purposely.  I  wanted  to  go  step  by  step  and  not  all  at  once. 
Marriage  is  marriage  under  whatever  conditions  it  might  have  been 
contracted,  whether  it  is  between  Nayars  and  non-Nayars  or  among 
Nayars  themselves. 
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Mr.  A.  HOOGEWEBP  (Nominated) :  May  I  know  whether  the 
marriage  of  a. Brahmin  with  a  Nayar  woman  is  not  looked  upon  as  a 
mesalliance  by  the  Brahmin  community  ? 

Mb.  M.  EAJA  BAJA  VAEMA  ( Devaswom  Commissioner)-  it 
may  be  a  mesalliance  in  the  sense  that  it  is  not  a  religious  duty  but 
only  a  social  contract.  That  was  exactly  what  Mr.  Vasudevar  was 
'telling  us  when  he  said  that  Brahmins  must  be  made  to  marry 
wit1- 'n  their  own  caste.  But  they  have  not  been  able  to  do  so,  oil 
account  of  long — established  custom. 

Mr.  Nidiry  also,  although  he  sympathised  with  a  portion  of  my 
proposition,  said  that  he  had  to  oppose  it  because  of  the  question  of 
dignity.  The  question  of  dignity  was  raised  even  by  him.  I  think  I 
have  sufficiently  answered  the  question  cf  dignity  so  far  as  inheritance  is 
concerned.  ,  That  will  practically  reduce  all  subsisting  marriages  to  a 
lower  level.  .  I  think  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this  House  to  deprive 
the  wife  and  children  of  subsisting  marriages  of  the  dignity  they  have 
at  present.  They  must  not  be  looked  upon  as  secondary  to  marriages 
which  may  come  later  on,  after  the  Eegulation  is  passed. 

Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pil’ai  laid  a  great  deal  of  stress  on  the 
question  of  contract.  He  said  it  was  a  question  of  contractual  relation. 

I  base  my,  proposition  on  the  same  point.  There  was  no  contract 
whatsoever  in  the  subsisting  marriages  that  there  should  be  any  sort 
.  of  inheritance.  , 

Mr.  G-.  EAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (NeuyaUmhara) :  May  I 
know,  whether  there  was  any  contract  for  maintenance  being  charged? 

Ms.'M.  RAJA  BAJA  VAEMA  [Devaswom  Commissioner)  :  That 
is  a  thing  which  I  now  concede.  There  was  no  contract  even  for  that.  , 
Therefore,  the*e  is  nothing'  improper  in  denying  even  that. 

Mr.  G;.  EAEAMESVAEAN  PILLAI  (N  eyyartinkara)  :  It  is  a 
matter,  of  natural  justice. 

Mr.  M.  lyAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  ( Devaswom  Commissioner) :  It  may 
be  natural  justice  if  it  is  a  question  of  maintenance  during  the  mail’s 
life-time. 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  NedumamgaA J: 
May  I  know  if  in  the  Kshatriya  community  itself  it  is  not  usual  after  the 
death  of  a  wealthy  man  to  divide  the  property  between  the  widow  and 
the  children,  on  the  one  hand,  .and  the  marumakkathayain  relations, 
bn  the  other  ? 

■:  Mr«  M.  BAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  (Devaswom  Commissioner)  :  I  have 
come  across  very  few  instances  like  that.  ■ 

Mr.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  (Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad) :  May 
I  point  out  the  case  of  the  revered  Professor,  the  late  Mr.  A.  E.  Baja 
Baja  Varrna  Koil  Tampuran  ? 

MS.  ,M-  EAJA  EAJA  VAEMA  (Devaswom  Commissioner)  :  That  is 
a  solitary  instance.  * 
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Mb.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara ) :  I  wish 
to  know  whether  he  does  not  view  it  as  natural  justice— that  due  pro¬ 
vision  should  be  made  for  the  widow  and  the  children  of  a  non-Nayar 
husband  or  whether  it  is  a  mere  concession  ? 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (Devasioo'm  Commissioner ):  The 
question  of  natural  justice  I  will  come  to. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Narayana  Eillai’s  question  of  contract,  I 
say  that  there  was  no  contract  of  any  kind — 

.  Me.  C.  P.KOCHUKUNJU  PILLAI  ( Kottarakara  cum Eunnatar)  : 
May  I  know  whether  there  was  any  contract  as  to  inheritance  between- 
the  Nayar  wife  and  the  Nayar  husband  ? 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  ( Demswom  Commissioner ) :  Cer-  : 
tainly  not ;  in  none  of  the  marriages  was  there  any  such  contract. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambakqmzha ) :  Are  there  not 
implied  terms  in  the  contract  ? 

Me.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  (Demswom  Commissioner):  You  . 
may  make  all  implications  as  you  will.  They  must  be  admitted  by  all. 
They  are  not  always  acceptable. 

Mb.  T.  K.  VELU  PILLAI  ( Trivandrum  cum  Nedumangad ) : . 
May  I  know  whether  Mr.  Raja  Raja  Varma  is  aware  of  the  distinction 
between  “  penalty.  ”  and  “  liquidated  damages  ”? 

Mb.  M.  RAJARAJA  VARMA  (Dcmsioom  Commissioner )  :  l  am 
not  a  lawyer'  like  Mr.  Vein  Pillai,  and  I  cannot  give  the  distinction 
between  those  terms  now.  ' 

Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  referred  to  the  forest  coupe  contract  and  said 
that  the  community  had  no  business  to  interfere  with  such  contracts. 

If  a  man  is  prepared  to  give  inheritance  to  his  wife  and,  children,  by  all 
means  let  him  do  it.  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  that.  But 
it  is  on  question  of  general  principle  that  I  object  to  it. 

,  Mb,  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Nayytiinkara):  May  I 
:  know  the  general  principle  that  is  referred  to  ? 

Mb.  M.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  ( Demswom .  Commissioner ):  I  do 
not  concede  that  in  any  marriage  which  has  already  been  celebrated 
there  is  any  .  express  or  implied  contract  that  there  is  inheritance 
involved.  The  question  of  natural  justice  comes  in  ; only  when  a  man 
has  got  the  duty  to  .maintain  his  wife  and  children.  'That  is  exactly 
what  natural  justice  means.  It  does  not  mean  that  he  should  give  away 
a  portion  or  the  whole  of  his  property  or  whatever  they  want.  So  far  : 
as  his  property  is  concerned,  the  first  charge  on  it  probably  may  be  the 
maintenance  of  the  wife  and  children.  That  is  natural  justice.'-;  What  ; 
is  now  claimed  is  more  than  natural  justice.  It  is  a  new  Claim - 
altogether.  ;  1 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  ( Neyyattinkara )  :  May  I 
ask  Mr.  Raja  Raja  Varma- for  the  sake  of  information  what  his  attitude 
will  be  in  regard  to  the  inheritance  by  the  widow  and  children  .  of  the 
self-acquisition,  of  the  husband  in  -  case  a  non-Nayar  has  married  from 
his  own  community  ? 
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Mb.  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  ( Devuswom  Commissioner ) :  When 
such  a  contingency  arises,  it  will  be  time  for  me  to  give  him  the  in- 
formation. 

As  regards  Mr.  Sankara  Menon’s  remarks  relating  to  the  Wills 
Regulation  which  he  said  was  an  inroad  upon  ■  personal  law,  I  differ 
from  him  because  it  only  gave  him  a  new  right  and  did.  not  take  away 
any  right  which  he  already  enjoyed.  I  do  not  think  there  are  very 
many  points  that  I  have  to  mention  in  connection  with  the  discussion  in 
this  particular  matter.  I  only  wish  that  the  House  will  sympathise 
with  me  when  I  say  that  it  is  not  exactly  that  I  oppose  the  wife  and 
children  being  given  any  portion  of  the  property  of  the  husband  or  tho 
father.  On  the  other  hand,  as  I  have  already  said  in  my  first  speech, 
the  rule  is  more  or  less  that  the  husband  and  the  father  do  maintain  the 
wife  and  children  and  give  practically  their  all  to  them  before  death. 
He  exhausts  practically  all  his  earnings  by  the  time  ho  goes  to  his  death¬ 
bed,  when,  probably,  only  his  sons  attend  on  him,  his  nephews  resenting 
what  has  already  been  given  to  the  wife  and  children.  As  a  matter 
of  fact  what  I  simply  say  is  that  even  now- the  Nayar  wife  and  children 
of  a  non-Nayar  have  a  dignity  given.  8he  is  respected  as  the  wife. 
She.  has  a  status  in  society.  There  is  nothing  senti  uental  about  it. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  Can  the  Nayar  wife  and 
children  go  into  the  Brahmin  family  ? 

Me.  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  ( Dceaswom  Commissioner ):  Some¬ 
times  they  do. 

Me.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  moan,  can  they  live  with 
the  Brahmin  family  ’> 

Me.  M.  RAJA  BAJA  VABMA  ( Devaswont  Commissii  •  nor)  :  Some¬ 
times' they  do;  but  they  are  not  allowed  to  take  part  in  religious 
functions. 

The  legal  justification  for  my  position  is  that  it  shall  not  be  possible 
for  a  law  to  change  the  long-established  customs  and  manners  of  a  com¬ 
munity.  It  is  not  simply  a  question  of  devolution  of  property.  We  aro 
simply  taking  the  social  customs  and  usages  of  a  particular  community.: 
Therefore  it  is  that  I  maintain  that  there  should  bo  no  inheritaneo  but 
only  maintenance. 

Mb,  A..  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ):  I  beg  to  know  whether 
there  is  no  harshness-or  injustice  about  it. 

Me  M.  BAJA  BAJA  VABMA  (Devcmoom  Commissioner):  There 
is  no. harshness  in  the  sense  that- the  proposal  in  the  Bill  is  an  inroad 
upon,  the  religious  belief  and  personal  law  of  the  non-Nayars. 

The  amendment  that  the  following  be  substituted  for  the  existing 
Clause  22  was  then  put  to  the  vote  of  the  House  and  lost:-- 


“On  the  death  of  non-Nayar  iriaio  leaving  him  survivin 
or  both,  they  shall  have  a  olaim  for  wahuonanou  out  of  tin 
property  left  undisposed  of  by  him  at-  h’s  (loath,  such  ma 
widow  only  so  long  as  she  remains  unmarried  and  to  the 
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The  Council  adjourned  for  lunch  at  2-15  r.  M.  and  reassembled 
at  3-15  r.  M. 

The  following  amendments  were  not  moved : 

Me.  C.  Sankara  Menon  ( Quilun ):  Delete  the  Clause  and 
substitute  the  following 

“  On  the  death  of  a  non-Nayar  male  leaving  him  surviving  a  Nayar  widow  or 
children  or  lineal  descendant  of  deceased  children  or  all,  they  shall,  if  the  deceased  has 
left  a  widow  or  lineal  descendant  of  such  children  in  his  own  caste,  be  entitled,  to  oue- 
lialf  of  the  self-acquired  and  separate  property  left  undisposed  of  by  him  at  his  death, 
and,  if  there  are  no  such  widow,  children  or  lineal  descendant  of  such  children,  the 
Nayar  widow  or  children  or  lineal  descendant  of  deceased  children  to  the  whole  of  such 
property. ” 

Mr.  Y.  Kunjukrishna  Pillai  (Ghvrayinkif) :  Substitute  f  the 
following  for  the  existing  Clause : — 

“On  the  death  of  a  non-Nayar  male  leaving  him  surviving  a  Nayar  widow  or 
children  or  the  lineal  descendants  of  deceased  children  or  all,  they  shall  he  entitled  to 
the  whole  of  the  self-acquired  or  separate  property  left  undisposed  of  by  him  at  his 
death,  and  if  there  is  a  caste-wife,  or  her  lineal  descendants ,  the  Nayar  widow  and 
children  shall  be  entitled  to  equal  shares  with  the  caste-wife  and  her  children  according 
to  their  number/’ 

Mr.  P.  K  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambakipusha)  :  Sir,  i  beg  to 
move  the  following  amendment  to  the  existing'  Clause  22 : — 

I  move  first  that  the  existing  Clause  be  deleted  and  the  following 
substituted  in  its  place.  The  amendment  itself  runs  as  follows : 

.  “  On  the  death  of  a,  non-Nayar  male  leaving  him  miroieiiig  a 
Nayar  widow  or  widows,  Nayar  children,  and  lineal  descendants  of  pre¬ 
deceased  Nayar  children,  if  any,  they  or  such  of  them  as  are  alive 
shall  he  entitled  to  the  self-acquired  and  separate  property  left  undis¬ 
posed  by  the  deceased  as  follows:  that  is  to  say — 

“  (i)  If  such  non-Nayar  leaves  him  surviving  also  any  non-Nayar 
widow  'or  widows,  undivided  non-Nayar  children  and,  lineal  descendants 
of  such  predeceased  children  entitled  to  succeed  to  his  estate  under  his 
personal  law,  the  property  of  such  ucn-Nayar  shall  he  divided  aihong 
all  the  widows — ”  . 

.  Instead  of  “ all  the  widows,”  I  would' put  “  his  N^yar  and  non-. 
Nayar  widows,”  in  the  light  of  the  discussion  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Hoogewerf.  Barely  to  state  male  or  female  was  found  ambiguous 
in  that  amendment. 

“-children,  and  lineal  descendants  of  predeceased  children  equally 
each  of  the  widows  being  treated. as  equal  to  a,  child  and  the  lineal  des¬ 
cendants  of  each  of  the  predeceased  children  .taking  the  share  which 
such  child  would  have  taken  had  it  been  alive. 

“  The  share  so  ascertained  shall  be  given  to  his  Nayar  widow, 
children  and  lineal  descendants  of  predeceased  children,  if  any.” 

PRESIDENT  :  Does  that  not  follow  as  a  .matter  of  course  ?■ 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (. imbalapusha )  :  It  is  not  obli¬ 
gatory,  under  my  amendment,  that  the  children  left  by  the  Brahmin 
widow  should  also  divide..  Of  course  it  naturally  follows. 
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[Rao  Bahadur  K  A.  Krishna  Aiyangar.] 

Kao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR,  {Nominated)  {Deputy 
President)  :  I  would  draw  my  friend’s  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
thavaxlree  has  not  got  anything  to  do  under  the  Hindu  Law. 

PRESIDENT  :  This  Clause  refers  to  the  case  of  a  non-Nayar 
who  is  a  marumakkathayee. 

Mr,  P.  K.  NARAYANA  P1LLAI  (A,„baiapu:ha) :  Exactly. 

'  “  (ii)  If  such  non-Nayar  has  no  such  non-Nayar  heirs  but  leaves 
him,  surviving  his  mother  or  members  of  her  tharavhee  entitled  to  sue- 
cccfl,  to  his'  proper iij  under  his  persona!  law,  the  i nhen  lance  shall  be' 
divided  equally  among  his  Nagar  hairs  as  men  fit  huh/  above  and  his 
mother  or- Iter  iltavashee  as  the  case  ■man  he,  the  ■■mother  and,  in  her 
absence ,  her  thavazhee  taking  a  share  equal  to  that-  of  a  child. 

“  (iii)  In  the  absence  of  the  non-Nayar  heirs  mentioned  in  Clauses 
(i)  and  (ii)  the  whole  inheritance  shall  go  lo  the  Nay ar  heirs  -men¬ 
tioned  m  this  Section.” 

Eao  Bahadur  K.  A.  .KRISHNA  AIYANGAK  (Nominal ed.)  .(Deputy 
President) :  So,  my  friend  moves  the  proposition,  in  this  form.  I  have 
got  a  technical  objection  to  submit.  The  amendment  is  not  in  order. 
It  is. not  an- amendment  at  all.  I  am  not  at  present  talking  on  the  merits 
of  the  amendment.  I  am  merely  saying  that  in  the  form  in  which  it  is 
placed  before  the  Council  it  is  not  an  amendment  but  the  substitution  of 
one  Clause  for  another  that  was  settled, by  the  Select  Committee.  In 
such  eases,  the  proper  procedure  would  be  to  negative,  the  Clause  and 
discuss  the  merits  of  this  Clause.  It  was  only  by  an  accident  that  my 
friends  withdrew  their  amendments,  and  it  was  only  by  an  accident 
that  this  amendment  came  up. 

PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Raja  Baja  Varma’s  amendment  was  an 
exactly  similar  one. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAK  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President) :  It  may  be,  but  it  doalt  with  matters  not  com¬ 
prised  in  the  Clause  .settled  by  the  Select  Committee. 

Mr..  G.  PARAME.SYA1UN  PILLAI  (Neyycttfinhtra)  :  We  have 
discussed  very  many  similar  amendmonts. 

Eao  .  Bahadur  K.  A;  KRISHNA  A 1YANGAR  (Nominated) 
(Deputy  President) :  I  am  only  saying  that,  in  the  case  of  those  amend¬ 
ments  that  have  not  been,  taken,  up  strictly  according  to  the  Rules  and 
Standing  Orders,  those  difficulties  need  not  be  repeated.  I  am  submit¬ 
ting  a  point  for.  your  ruling.  I  may  read  a  portion  from  May’s  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Practice.  ■  ' 

“An  amendment  may  not  bo  proposed . . . to  leave  out  from  tho  first 

word  to  the  end  of  the  Clause,  in  order  to  substitute,  other  words,  or  to  effect  n  re¬ 
drafting  of  the  Clause — bugIj  amendments  being  in  the  nature  of  a  now  tibm.se.  In  such 
a  oaso,  the  regular  courso  is  to  uegativo  tho  question,  that  tho  Clause  stand  part  of  till) 
Bill,  and  to  bring  up  a  now  Clause  at  tho  proper  time.” 
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Otherwise  there  are  half  a  dozen  substitutes  appearing  on  the 
agenda.  If  by  accident  one  member’s  amendment  comes  first  and  the 
House  passes  that,-  others  are  practically  deprived  of  the  chances  of 
moving  their  amendments.  In  fact,  the  substantial  portion  of  the  sub¬ 
stituted  Clause,  which  tries  to  modify  the  Clause  as  settled  by  .  the 
Select  Committee,  may  be  incorporated  in  the  Clause  settled  by  tne 
Select  Committee,  and  that  will  be  an  amendment.  Then  nobody  has 
got  any  grievance.  Begin  with  the  Clause  as  settled  by  the  Select 
Committee ;  ask  all  those  who  have  sent  in  their  amendments  to  move 
them.  I  should  not  be  understood  as  suggesting  that  all  these  amend- 
ilients  should  be  ruled  out  of  order.  Mv  submission  is  that  we  can 
take  up  the  Clause  as  settled  by  the  Select  Committee  empowering  all 
our  friends  who  wish  to  move  amendments  to  move  them  in  the  proper- 
place,  and  then  they  should  be  discussed  on  their  merits  in  the  proper- 
place.  1 

PRESIDENT:  Which  is  the  proper  place ?■ 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (Nnmfiaied) 
Deputy  President)  :  There  is  a  proposal  by  one  of  my  friends  that  it 
should  be  one-fourth  ;  the  Clause  settled  by  the  Select  Committee  pro¬ 
vides  for  one-half.  The  member-  may  be  permitted  to  move  his  amend¬ 
ment  for  converting  it  into  one-fourth. 

PRESIDENT  :  Then  your  objection  relates  to  the  order  in  which 
the  amendments  should  be  taken  up  and  discussed. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA-  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  {Deputy 
President)-.  How  are  the  amendments  to.be  dealt  with  if  we  start 
with  the  Clauses-  as  settled  by  the  Select  Committee  ?  It  is  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  that  that  I  make  this  submission.  As  a  matter  of  practice  and 
convenience,  a  course  has  to  be  adopted  which  would  not  deprive  anyone 
of  the  privilege  of  moving  his  amendment.  Because  the  Secretary  or 
the  ministerial  staff  that  was  responsible  for  drawing  up  the  agenda 
put  an  amendment  higher  up,  it  should  not  lead  to  the  undesirable  con¬ 
sequences  of  one  amendment  being  kept  out  altogether ;  for,  when  once 
the  first  amendment  is  carried  by  the  Council  others  may  not  have 
any  opportunity  of  moving  an  amendment  .with  reference  to  what  has 
been  already  adopted,  by  the  Council  though  they  may  have  the  privilege 
of  moving  provisos,  explanations*  exceptions  and  all  the  rest  of  it.  In 
view  of  that, -it  appears  to  me  that  this  is  not .  the  correct  procedure. 
I  raise  it  as  a  matter  of  order.  ..' 

Mr.  P.  K.  XARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) Sir,  may  I  say  . 
something  in  defence?  the  passage  quoted  from  May  relates  to  the 
admissibility  of  an  amendment. 

Rao  Bahadur  K,  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  iNomiiiaied )  (Deputy 
President )  :  Let  me  correct  him.  It.  relates  to  the  discussion  in  the 
Council  itself.  This  is  what  it  says:  '“In  such  a  case  the  regular- 
course  is  to  negative  the  question  that  ,  the  Clause  ^stand  part  of  the  Bill, 
and  to  bring  up  a  new  Clause  at  the  proper  time,” 
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Mb.  P.  K.  NARA.Y4.NA:  PILLAI  (Ambalep-usha) :  Does  it  not 
relate"  to  the  admissibility  of  the  amendment  itself?  His  main  objection- 
is  with-  respect  to  the  order  of  the  amendments  and  how  they  should  be 
discussed.  With  due  deference  to  him,  I  would  submit  that  he  is  point¬ 
ing  out  a  course  which  is  absolutely  profitless.  If  we  are  to  begin  by 
tinkering  the  existing  Clauses  submitted  by  the  Select  Committee,  after 
exhausting  all  the  thikorings,  no  other  amendment  which  goes  to  the 
root  of  the  Clauses  presented  by  the  Select  Committee  could  be  dis¬ 
cussed.  What  is  the  use  of  tinkering  if  ultimately  it  is  entirely  to 
be  thrown  to  the  winds  ? 

PRESIDENT:  Is  that  not  inevitable  ? 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Aiuh<tl«j  U.:ha) :  It  is.  I 
would  suggest,  if  I  am  allowed  to  make  a  suggestion,  that  the  Clause  as 
submitted  by  the  Select  Committee  is  liable  to  be  substituted  by  any 
other  Clause  in  which  case  we  may  do  without  its  amendment.  Why 
should  we  undertake  ail  the  pains  of  improving  the  Clauses  submitted 
by  the  Select  Committee  in  case  they  are  to  be  thrown  out?  Therefore  . 
I  am  submitting  that  my  Clause  which  seeks  to  delete  the  present 
Clause,  and  substitute  this  is  a  provision  which  calls  for  prior  considera¬ 
tion. 

PRESIDENT:  'We  are  dealing  with  amendments.  'The  amend¬ 
ment  mainly  relates  to  the  amendment  of  an  existing  Clause. 

Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (AmbaM^vzha)  ■  It  is  an 
amendment  of  a  radical  character  and  if  it  is  carried  other  amend¬ 
ments  will  not  survive.  -  And  then  the  practice  that  we  have  been 
.hitherto  observing  has  been  entirely  in  keeping  with  my  request  that  I 
may  be  permitted  to  move  this  amendment. 

PRESIDENT:  Yes.  We  h$ve  been  discussing  and  disposing  of 
amendments  which  are  substitutions  for  the  Clauses  in  the  Bill  as  submit¬ 
ted  by  the  Select  Committee.  That  is  true. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (A-m-balapuzhu)  :  Some  of  them 
were  very  violent  and  radical ;  for  example,  the  amendments  relating  to 
monogamy  and  divorce  have  far-reaching  consequences,  so  mugh.  so  that 
the  House  has  been  practically  switched  off.  * 

.  PRESIDENT:  The  result  of  adopting  the  course  that  you  sug¬ 
gest  would  be  that  yorr  will  be  compelling  members  who  have  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Section  as  it  stands  to  object  to  your  amendment,  - 
which  is  of  a  radical  nature,  as  you  put  it,  on  the  ground  that  they  are 
proposing  .other  amendments.  It  is  likely  that,  if  your  amendment  is 
accepted,  those  amendments  cannot  be  considered. 

Me,.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ainbalapuzha ):  If  they  have 
got  a  following,  my  amendment  will  be  voted  out. 

PRESIDENT;.  That  is  the  understanding. 
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Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAE  ( Nominated )  { Deputy 
President):  Am  I  once  for  all  concluded  from  suggesting  further 
amendments?  As  for  that  matter,  is  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  concluded  from 
suggesting  “  substitute  one-fourth  for  one  half? ” 

Mr.  P.  K.  NABAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapiixha):  He  is  at  liberty 
to  oppose  me  as  keenly  as  he  possmiy  can. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAE  ( 'Nominated )  (Deputy 
President):  I  do  not  want  my  friend  to  misunderstand  me.  I  have 
not  the  slightest  objection  to  adopting  my  friend’s  proposition  as  a  start¬ 
ing  Clause.  Let  us  however  make  it  possible  for  others  who  have  sent 
in  amendments  to  delete  or  substitute  certain  portions,  to  move  those 
amendments  to  the  Clause  put  forward  by  my  friend.  If  the  Plouse 
proposes  to  consider  all  the  issues  involved  in  that  Clause  as  a  whole,  I 
am  prepared  to  agree  for  instance  to  certain  portions.  I  am  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  vote  upon  certain  other  portions.  If  I  am  called  upon  to  vote 
absolutely  for  the  Clause  or  against  it,  I  cannot  say  one  way  or  the 
other.  Therefore  I  say  the  proposition  ought  to  be  discussed  and 
voted  upon  an/l  proceeded  with  in  regular  order  so  that  the  difficulty  that 
I  anticipate  of  some  amendments  being  thrown  out  would  not  arise, 
at  all. 

Mr.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Neijyattinkara)  :  May  1 
point  out  that  the  President  has  already  allowed  amendments  to  amend¬ 
ments  being  moved,  so  that  the.  difficulty  would  not  arise  at  all  ? 

PRESIDENT  :  But  this  is  an  entire  change ;  yon  want  to  substi¬ 
tute  a  new  Clause  altogether.  You  cannot  move '  any  amendment  now. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ):  In  the. present 
instance  I  have  been  allowed  to  move  the  amendment  by  the  President. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Valnl )  :  .It  is 
only  when  an  objection  is  raised  that  the  question  of  order  comes  up. 

PRESIDENT-:  I  am  afraid  we  must  put  up  with  that  disadvant¬ 
age  and  proceed  with  the  discussion  of  this  amendment.  Other  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  notified  amendments  will  have  to  bring  in  their-  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Clause  that  is  now  moved.  .  -. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha)  :  This  is  the 
amendment  that  I.  am  proposing.  The  amendment  has  been  necessitat¬ 
ed  by  two  or  three  considerations.  In  the  first  place,  in  the  existing 
clause,  that'  is,  Clause  22,  we  have  got  an”  indefinite  provision  which  is 
not  clear  to  me. 

PRESIDENT  :  It  must  also  be  remembered  that,  until  the  Clause 
is.  put  after  all  the  amendments  have  been  voted  upon,  the  Clause  does 
not  form  part  of  the.  Bill,  and  hence  I  do  not  think  that  the  moving  of 
an  amendment  even  contrary  in,  a  sense  to  what  has  been ,  accepted  by 
the  House  is  ruled  out  subsequent  to  the  passing  of  the  earlier  amend¬ 
ment.  .  ■ 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ainbalapitzha) :  ‘  On  the  death 
of  a  non-Nayar  male  leaving  him  surviving  a  Navar  widow  or  widows  and 
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non-Nayar  heirs  who  are  entitled  to  succeed  to  his  estate  according  to 
the  law  by  which  he  is  governed'  It  is  that  expression  that  is  very 
indefinite.  For  example  in  the  case  of  a  non-Nayar  governed  by  the 
Hindu  Mitaksliara  law  he  may  have  heirs  to  inherit  his  property  begin¬ 
ning  from  his  children  down  to  Samanodakas.  Therefore,  what  exactly 
is  meant  by  ‘undivided  heirs’  is  not  clear.  Secondly,  I  raise  the  question; 
where  is  the  justification  for  making  a  rough  and  ready  division  of  the 
inheritance  into  half  and  half?  It  may  lie  that-  ■  to  continue  the  in¬ 
stance  of  a  Hindu  co-parcener— -he  may  have  live  or  six  children  by  his 
caste  wife,  and  two  or  three  by  his  Nayar  wife.  So  long  as  tile  conten¬ 
tion  of  the.  Nayar  community  is  directed  to  the  question  that  there  must 
be  equality,  among  all  the  children,  lie  they  Nayars  or  non-Nayars,  of 
any  particular  father,  my  own  idea  is  that  there  must  he  an  equit¬ 
able  division  of  the  inheritance  among  all  the  children  equally.  No 
doubt  there  are  difficulties  in  view  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
Mitaksliara  law,  which  does  not  conform  in  all  its  aspects  to  the  Hindu 
marumakkathayam,  law.  In  ,  the  case  of  a  widow,  under  the  Hindu 
Miiakshara  system,  co-existing  with  her  children,  the  widow  will  not 
be  entitled  to  any  share  but  only  to  a  right  of  maintenance.  To  meet 
that  difficulty  it  is  that  I  suggest,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  share 
that  may  be  due.  to  a  Nayar  wife  and  to  her  children  by  a  non-Nayar 
husband,  leaving  behind  also  a  non-Nayar  widow,  the  non-Nayar  widow 
may  be  treated  as  equivalent  •  to  a  child  in  dividing  the  inheritance. 
If  on  that,  basis  the  inheritance  is  divided,  it  is  easy  to  arrive  at  the  shares 
that  will  be  due  to  a  non-Nayar  wife  and  her  children  and  to  a  Nayar 
wife  and  her  children.  Taking  that  share,  I  submit  that  it  will  have 
,  to  be  allotted  and  given  to  the  Nayar  wife  and  children  in  the  case  of 
a  Hindu  co-parcener.  There  are  also  the  instances  of  marumakka- 
thayam.non-Nayars  marrying  from  the  Nayar  community.  In  their  case 
also,  their  heirs,  again,  if  the  existing  provision  is  to  be  adopted,  would 
be  practically  an  unlimited  number  . of  peop'e,  The  mother, '  the  people 
belonging  to  the  mother’s  thavazhee,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  mother's 
thavazhee,  the.  grandmother’s  thavazhee,—  in  that  way  of  ascendant 
.series  a  number  of  persons  may  he  called  the  heirs  of  a  non-Nayar 
following  the  marumakkathayam  system.  To  leave  the  present  pro¬ 
vision  unexplained  would  be  to  accept  knowingly  a  confounded  situa¬ 
tion.  Therefore  I  provide  iu- Clause  (i)  that  primarily  the  mother  is  the 
main  heir  of  a  marumakkathayee.  So  long  as  she  is  alive  we  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  concede  a  share  in  her  favour.'  Iu  her  absence,  her  thavazhee 
may  be  shown  that  favour,  but  none  else.  For,  the  preponderant  claim 
of  one’s  wife  and  children  must  be  recognised  and  they  should  not  be 
subordinated  to  the  rights  of  any  other  person,  be  he  a  makbatkayee  or 
a  marumakkathayee.  In  the  absence  of  the  people  enumerated  by  me 
in  Clauses  (i)  and  (iij,  I  submit  that  Clause  (iii)  must  como  into  opera¬ 
tion,  That,  I  think,  is  a  fair 'and  equitable  distribution  of  the  estate  of 
■  St  non-Nayar,  without  rudely  shaking  the  present  system  of  his  law  of 
inheritance.  Im  these  circumstances,.!  wouldsubm.it  my  amendment 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  House, 
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Now  I  anticipate  a  number  of  difficulties,  arguments  and  ail  manner 
of  obstructions  with  respect  to  this  amendment.  In  the  first  place,  we 
have  been  listening,  when  Mr.  Baja  Raja  V anna's  amendment  was  being 
discussed,  to  the  argument  based  on  what  is  known  as  unduly  interef'er- 
ing  with  the  personal  law  of  the  non-Nayar  concerned.  Some  people 
are  prepared  to  put  it  as  a  retrospective  operatit  n,  or  retro-active  opera¬ 
tion  of  a  statute  which  is  fundamentally  opposed  -to  all  vested  rights. 
These  are  the  objections  that  I  have  heard  ;  and  I  would  place  the 
matter,  as  I  think  it  ought  to  be,  for  a  clear  perception  by  the  House. 
The  opposition  that  I  have  been  listening  to,  and  the  opposition  that  I 
imagine  would  arise,  I  fear,  arise,  out  of  a  profound  misconception  of  the 
'  proposition  involved  in  the  amendment.  Those  who  say  that  the 
existing  marriages  must  necessarily  be  excluded  from  the  operation  of 
this  statute  are  labouring  under  a  serious  misconception-  Why  should, 
they  be  excluded  ?  As  I  submitted,  when  arguing  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Baja  Baja  Varma,  this  question  has  to  be  viewed,  in  spite  of  every 
other  construction  that  may  be  put  upon  it,  ultimately  as  a  matter  of 
agreement  between  two  persons  who  want  to  live  as  man  and  wife.  Mr. 
Baja  Baja  Varma  raised  the  question — if  that  is  only. a  question  of  agree¬ 
ment — why  we  should  press  for  the  right  of  inheritance  in  favour  of  the 
children.  I  say  that  is  an  implied  term  in  the  agreement  except  when, 
inheritance  by  children  is  excluded  by  written  agreement  as  in  the  case  of 
morganatic  marriages.  When  princely  people  marry  humble  people, 
some  of  them  take,  good  care  to  see  that  an  agreement  is  entered  into 
whereby  the  wife  agrees  that  inheritance  is  not  claimed  by  any  issue  to 
be  begotten  on  her.  It  is  there  alone  that  I  submit  the  exclusion  is 
agreed  to.  If  there  is  no  such  exclusion,  as  an  implied  term  of  all 
marriage,  contracts,  the  children  must  necessarily  be  entitled  to  succeed. 
Further,  may  I  raise  the  question  whether  there  is  any  fundamental  dis¬ 
turbance  created  to  the  rights  cf  other  persons  in  this  particular  'provision? 
The  main  question  that  a  legislature  has  to  keep  before  its  eye  is  that  no 
vested  rights  should  be  disturbed  by  the  enactment  of  any  measure.  In 
the  present  instance  I  would  submit  we  are  not  disturbing,  to  any 
degree  whatsoever,  the  vested  rights  of  any  person.  In  the  present 
instance,  any  non-Nayar  who  has  contracted  a  marriage  with  a  Nayar 
female  is  at  absolute  and  perfect  liberty  to  utilise  his  self-acquisitions  in 
any  way  he  wants.  Therefore  in  order  that  there  shall  be  no  com¬ 
plaints  in  this  respect  we.  have  even  taken  care  to  remove  the  fetters 
on  the  testamentary  power  of  non-Nayars.  In  the  case  of  a  Nayar  girl 
marrying  a  non-Nayar  husband  it  is  entirely  left  to  him  to  dispose  of 
his  earnings  in  any  way  hm  wants  either  by  gift  or  deed  of  settlement, 
By  any  other  method  he  may  frustrate  the  right  of  his  Nayar  wife  and 
children.  Even  after  his  death,  there  is  the  provision  in  the  Wills 
Regulation  which  will  enable  him  to  dispose  of  his  property  in  any  way 
he  likes.  Such  being  the  case,  I  would  submit  that  there  is  absolutely 
no  disturbance  to  the  vested  rights  of  any  person.  Where  is  the  distur¬ 
bance,  I  ask  ?  What  does  it  matter  whether  he  contracted  the  marriage 
before,  this  Begulation  or  subsequent  to  this  Begulation  ?  He  is  the 
waster  of  his  own  earnings.  It  is  after  his  death  that  the  question 
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arises  as  to  who  should  inherit  the  property  left  by  him.  Then  I  submit 
it  is  not  his  property.  For,  I  think  everybody  would  concede  that  the 
corpse,  be  it  even  of  a  Brahmin,  cannot  hold  property.  Thus  only  the 
expectations  of  inheritance  entertained  by  .certain  other  members  of 
any  particular,  community  would  be  affected.  There,  I  say,  it  is  a 
question  of  conflicting  rights.  Here  is  a  person  who  leaves  wife  and 
clildren  and  also  certain  persons  who  would  bo  hovering  on  the  fringes 
of  inheritance — distant  cousins,  and  people  of.tli  assort.  When  a  question 
of  succession  arises,  .1  appeal  to  the  sentiments  of  this  House  to  tell  rue 
whether  wc  should  not  view  with  justifiable  favour  the.  rights  of  the  wife 
and  children  being  placed  much  above  the  rights  of  any  kindred  or  cousin. 
Therefore  I  am  submitting'  that  nothing  like  violence  is  done-  What  is 
after  all  the  right  of  a  person  who  expects  to  succeed  to  the  property  of 
another  person  ?  It  is  nothing  but  what  is  known  as  sjjttx  mcuessioiiis. 
The  property  which  he  seeks  to  inherit  may  cease  to  exist  before  the 
death  of  the  owner,  or,  if  it  exists,  he  may  cease  to  exist  before  the 
inheritance  opens.  Bo  much  so,  the  legislatures  in  various  parts  of  the 
world  think  that  the  mere  expectancy  of  a  particular  person  to  succeed 
to  the  estate  of  another  person  is  not  even  to  be  called  property.  If 
we  refer  to  the  Transfer  of  Property  Act,  and  the  general  idea  of  real 
property  gatherable  from  the  English  treatises  on  real  property,  we  sea 
that  apes  suGcesmjnis  as  such  is  no  property.  What  is  going  to  be  is 
pure' apes  tmeessionin  regarding  property  which  deserves  to  be  divided 
among  the  wife,  and  children  in  view  of  their  preponderant  claims  to 
such  property.  I  may  also  draw  the  attention  of  this  House  to  the 
fact  that  according  to  the  best  principles  of  liberalism  as  has  been  recently 
pointed  out  by  the  Economics  Professor  of  the  Edinburgh  University,  as 
I  recollect  in  a.  lecture,  an  account  of  which  was  published  in  the  Hindu, 
the  acquirer  of  any  particular  property  or  wealth  is  at  liberty  to  enjoy  it 
till  he  dies.  After  his  death,  however,  liberal  principles  are  clear 
upon  the  question  that  it  is' not  the  concern  of  any  person  except  the 
'State  to  regulate  the  inheritance.  If  you  are  going  to  leave  it 
„to  the  discretion,  of  the  State  to  regulate  the, inheritance  of  such  proper- 
i  ty,  I  submit,  there  tire  State  has  to  take  into  consideration  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  wife  and  children  as  more  weighty  than  the  interests  of 
a  person  possessing  but  a  bare  expectation.  Viewed  in  that  light 
also,  I  am  urging  an  argument  which  it  is.  very 'difficult'  for  any  body -to 
refute.  Thirdly  let  us  look  into -the  course  of  legislation  elsewhere.  The 
concern  of  modern  States  in  the  welfare  of  the  wife  and  children  is  so  in¬ 
tense  that  certain  States  have  been  at  the  pains  to  validate  marriages 
and  so  to  resuscitate  inheritance.  Eor  example,  in  Scotland,  and  also  in 
France,,  .if  without  marriage  a  man  and  a  woman  co-habit  and 
children  are  born,  and  after  the  birth  of  these  children  if  the  parents 
marry  duly,  the.law  says— I  have  got  the  Empire  Digest  in  my  hands  and 
it  will  clearly  bear  me  out — that  all  the  children  that  have  been  born 
before  the  wedlock  will  be  able  to  inherit  the  property  of  the  deceased 
father.  If  legislatures  and  law-givers  are  prepared  to  go  to  that  extent, 
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that  is  to  say,  if  when  no  marriage  was  contemplated  by  the  parties 
and  children  unhappily  came  into  existence,  the  whole  situation  can  be 
altered  by  the  father  and  the  mother  ultimately  agreeing  to  go-  through 
a  formal  marriage,  so  that  what  has  never  been  existing  may  at 
once  be  brought  into  existence  and  all  the  children  would  be  legitimated 
and  entitled  to  the  property  of  the  father  who  gave  birth  to  them  before 
marriage — 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirhar  Vahil) :  Will 
my  friend  please  state  whether  they  are  cases  governed  by  different 
personal  laws  or  the  same  personal  law  ? 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PELLAI  ( Ambalapuzha ) :  In  the  case 
of  an  English  woman  married  by  a  Scotchman,  if  the  property  happens 
to  be  in  Scotland  the  law  of  legitimation  would  apply.  But  that  is  not 
the  law  in  England.  The  law  in  France  is  exactly  as  I  stated.  Advanced 
States  have  taken  into  consideration  the  welfare  of  the  wife  and  children 
to  such  an  extent  that  they  ride  rough-shod  over  all  manner  of  subordi¬ 
nate  claims  to  inheritance.  The  peculiar  sitiiation  of  the  English  law  is 
different.  !But,  even  in  England,  may  I  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  Married  Women’s  Property  Act  of  1883.  Till  that  year  when 
that  Act  was  passed  married  women  were  not  entitled  to  hold  property 
themselves.  The  husband  was  the  only  person  entitled  to  hold  the 
property  of  his  wife  until  her  death.  The  Married  Women’s  Pro¬ 
perty  Act  was  passed  in  1882.  It  directed  that,-,  'even  with  respect  to 
existing  marriages,  acquisitions  made  by  the  wife  from  the  date  of  the 
parsing,  of  that  Act,  would  be  entirely  at  her  disposal  and  the  husband 
was  excluded  from  the  control  of  such  properties  in  toto.  I  am  asking, 
whether  any  English  husband  put  forward  any  complaints  on  that  score 
and  whether  the  complaints  of  our  non-Nayr:  friends  are  to  be  listened  to 
seriously.  “Sir,  I  married  this  girl  under  the  expectation  that  as  long  as 
the  marriage  subsisted  I  was  entitled  to  hold  her  property.  What  is  the 
meaning  of  the  legislature  interfering  with  what  I  am  entitled  to  ?  This 
is  my  vested  right  which  has  been  disturbed.”  That  sort  of  argument  no 
Englishman  put  forward.  If  any  man  had  put  forward  such  an  argu¬ 
ment  that  certainly  would  have  been  rejected  summarily.  I  submit  ex¬ 
pectations  of.  various  kinds  exist  in  the  minds  of  persons.  If  we  are 
going  to  turn  our  course  of  action  paying  attention  to  all  these  expecta¬ 
tions,  taking  them  as  serious  rights,  and  confounding  expectations  and 
rights,  then  the  opponents  of  the  measure  we  are  now  considering  have 
got  a  good  case.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  pure  expectations  being  pure  spes 
.  succession is  -■  are  not  to  weigh  with  us  or  with  any  person  who  knows 
anything  about  law  and  legislature,  then  I  have  got  a  strong  case.  We 
are  only  enacting  a  provision  in  regard  to  the  rights  of  inheritance  to  the 
property  left  by  a  person  at  his  death.  Till  then  he  is  the  master  of  his 
wealth.  Nobody  has  got  anything  to  do  with  it.  It  is  left  to  him  to  do 
whatever  he  likes  with  it.  Certainly  some  persons  may  hare  their 
mouth  watering  at  the  expectation  of  getting  the  property.  Is  there 
any.  cruelty  in  depriving  them  of  such  expectations  in  view  of  the  nobler 
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idea  of  his  wife  and  children  inheriting  the  property,  especially  the  latter, 

.  who  are  not  in  any  way  responsible  for  their  coming  into  the  would  but 
for  the  activities  of  the  deceased  and  the  surviving  widow  ?  (Laughter.) 
Is  this  not  more  just,  I  ask  ?  I  am  appealing  to  the  noble  sentiments  of 
all  the  gentlemen  present  here  to  consider  the  question  in  _  that  light  in¬ 
stead  of  being  swayed  by  feelings,  as  Mr.  Nidiry  put  it.  I  require 
them  to  consider  the  question  from  a  point  of  pure  justice,  and  righte¬ 
ousness,  to  consider, the  question  on  the  merits  of  the  claim  that  the  wife 
and  children  have  got  to  put  forward  in  this  case- 

Sir,  this  question  of  providing  for  the  inheritance  of  the  children 
of  a  non-Nayar  by  a  Nayar  wife  has  been  in  the  field  of  marumakka- 
tayam  law  for  the  last  twenty  years.  It  was  in  the ‘20  T.  L.  E.  Case 
that  the  matter  came  to  a  head  and  the  observations  of  Mr.  Justice 
Hunt,  an  Englishman  who  cannot  certainly  be  twitted  with  the  charge 
of  having  any  leanings  to  one  side  or  the  other,  are  as  follows : — 

“It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  there  are's  number  of  .Brahmins  in  this  omuitry  who,  en¬ 
ter' into  SambMdiam  with  Nayar  women  with  the  content  of  the  relatives  of  both' part- 
'  ies  aocepting  it  as  a  lawful  union'  and  then,  when  oonvoniont,  deserting  their  Sudra  wives 
and  children,  screening  themselves  behind  their  oaste  barriers  in  order  to  repudiate'  their 
responsibilities.” 

,  That  was  the  pronouncement  made  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  and 
the  community  has  taken,  clear  note  of  the  utterance  of  the  learned 
■  Judge  and  has  ever  Been  trying  to  improve  the  situation.  We  have 
been  trying  on  each  occasion  to  introduce  a  system  of  inheritance  from 
the  non-Nayars.  But  in  the  reactionary  alchemy  of  aristocratic  influ¬ 
ence,  and  Brahminical  blandishments,  the  attempts  have  hitherto  been 
frustrated.  The  present  attempt  is  to  rectify  a  mistake  that  lias  already, 
been  committed.  In  the  year  1088,  when  we  provided  for  the  validity 
of  marriage  in  Regulation  I  of  1088,  we  had  been  practically  tapping 
the  source  of  a  river  and  at  once  .choking  it  up  by  not  allowing  it  to 
flow.  That  is  to  say,  the  validity  of  the  marriage  has  been  allowed ;  all 
the'  same,  people  have  strangely  said  that  no  inheritance  shall  be  allowed 
either  to  the  wife  br  children.  That  is  why  I  say  we  were,  tapping  the 
source  of  a  . river  and  at  once  choking  it  up  so  that  it  might  not  flow  into 
the  open  country.  That  was  the  mfstake  committed  in  1088.  The  at¬ 
tempt  here  is  to  rectify  that  mistake.  Who  can  say,  therefore,  that  he 
has  been  wheedled  into  a  marriage  with  a  Nayar  female  without  know¬ 
ing,  the  situation?  The  agitatiohlias  been  on  foot.  Everybody  understood 
what  was  going  on  if,  as  a  . matter  of  fact,  anything  was"  going  on.  If  it  iB 
going  to  he  pointed  out  by  non-Nayars  that  they  never  expe'eted  a  law  of 
this  sort  working  to  their  prejudice,  I  say :  “You  knew  the  sort  of  agita¬ 
tion  that  was  going  on  and  you:  had  no  business  to  expect  anything  tc  the 
contrary.”  On  the.  contrary,  I  say  on  behalf  of  the  Nayar  wife  and . 
children,  that  they  expected  one  time  or  other  that  this  mistake  would 
be  rectified. "  If  expectations  are  to  be  justified  why  not  allow  them  to 
take  advantage  of  what  was  ahead  j  done  cm  their  account  or  what  is1  yet 
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to  be  done  ?  It  is  not  right  to  say  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  married 
Nayar  females  have  done  so  without  any  knowledge  of  what  was  trans¬ 
piring  all  around  them.  Then  let  me  point  out  what  the  previous  provi¬ 
sions  accepted  and  carried  by  this  Council  are.  Sir,  in  the  matter  of 
divorce  ,  when  Mr.  G-ovinda  Menon’s  proposition  came  up,.  I  thought  it 
would  never  be  seriously  taken  into  consideration.  But  the  learned 
members  of  this  Council  said,  in  the  interests  of  the  Nayar  community, 
that  his  amendment  should  be  carried.  So,  the  extreme  difficulties  of 
divorce  courts  have  been  introduced  into  my  community.  That  matter 
did  not  stop  there.  When  we  came  up  to  the  question  of  monogamy, 
Mr.  Hoogewerf,  Mr.  Govinda  M.enon  and .  others  stood  for  it.  Mr. 
Hoogewerf  brought  in  a  small  amendment  containing  one  ward,,  which 
made  the  community  a  monogamous  community ! 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  (Nominated) :  Hear,  hear. 

.  Mr. P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Imbalapuzha)  : :  Thus  the  posi¬ 
tion  reached  is  this.  Then,  so  far  as  the  prime  supporters  of  the  Bill  are 
concerned,  they  are  going  to  provide  practically  for  individual  partition. 
All  this  put  together  comes  to  this:  Here  is  a  woman  who  has  to  look 
exclusively  to  her  husband  and  is  solely  charged  with  the  welfare  of  her 
children  who  may  happen  to  be  born  to  non-Nayars  as  is  usually  the  case 
in  North  Travancore  and  Central  Travancore-  Absolutely  nothingis- pro¬ 
vided  in  the  shape  of  inheritance  and  the  woman  is  left  to  the  chances 
of  the. .  good  graces  of  the  husband  and  the  children  to  ■■  the  tender 
mercies  of  their  heterogeneofus  father.  That,  I .  beg  to  submit,  ought 
to  appeal  to  the  sympathy  .  of  all  those  persons  who  were  bent  upon 
enacting  monogamy,  divorce,  etc.,  and  that  ought  to  appeal  to  their 
sense  of  righteousness.;  Why  should  they  ,  not  under  these  circum¬ 
stances  provide  for  a  right  of  inheritance  in  favour-,  of  the  Nayar  wife 
and  children?  That  is  another  aspect  of  the  question. 

So  I  am  submitting  on  .  the  whole  that  the  cry  .with  respect  to;  the 
operation  of  the  statute  as  disturbing  vested  rights  is  baseless  and  then 
the  question  of  feelings— -clothed  in  morbid  sentimentalism  is  one  which 
a  man  with  a  sense  of  justice  cannot  afford  to.  listen  to.  Here  are 
the  wife  and  children  left  without  any  .succour  where  the  woman  pro¬ 
bably  might  have  accepted  such  a  marriage  in  absolute  poverty  and 
helplessness.  Had  the  conditions  of  the  Nayar  community  been'allowed 
to  continue,  probably  ijhere  would  have  been  the  shadow  of  a  chance  that 
women  and  children  may  be  dependent,  upon  distant  members  of  the 
tarwads;  they  will  be  protected  , by  the  tarwads  in  some  cases.  So  far  as 
the  members  of  .the  community  are  concerned,  the  husbands  are  bound 
to  protect  ,  their  wives  and  children.  But  when  poor  women  are  left 
scattered  here  and  there,  practically  turned  out  as  waifs  and  strays,  no 
legislature  can  contemplate  such  undesirable  situation  with  anything 
like  composure.  I  am  moving  this  amendment  in  all  fairness.  Children 
■  are  children  in  all  cases.  ,It  is  a  case  of  justice..  Here  is  the  case 
of  the  helpless  woman  absolutely -unable  to  maintain  herself,  and  poor 
children. .  Boor  :  creatures !  in  their  case  I  ask  whether  there  is  no  drop 
of  tear  in  the  learned  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  so  that  the  wife 
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may  be  enabled  to  keep  tbe  wolf  from  the  door  without  being  turned 
on  the  streets.  I  say  that  I  have  conceded  a  good  deal  in  favour  of  the 
non-Nayar  husbands  who  may  have  their  co-pareenery  properties  and 
corporate  properties  untouched. 

'  Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Mead  SirJcar  Vakil ) :  Ia 
the  Nayars’  tarwad  property  to  be  touched  ? 

■  Me.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (AmbakqmMia) :  What  is  '  the 
sort  of  property  that  these  poor  women  may  have  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Mead  Sir  tear  Vkil) :  I  mean 
the  property  of  the  Nayar  male. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (. AmbalapuMia ) :  We  can  im¬ 
agine  the  sort  of  tarwad  property  that  they  would  be  possessing,  seeing 
they  are  compelled  to  contract  marriages  with  persons  who  come  from 
Tinnevellv,  Coimbatore  and  so  on. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President):  Is  that  the  answer  to  the  question  A 

PRESIDENT :  That  is  how  he  chooses  to  answer. 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Leave  it 
to  me.  . 

I  am  submitting  that  .  I  have  conceded  a  good  deal  in  the  matter 
of  the  inheritance  of  the  widow  and  children  from  the  non-Nayar.  His 
non-Nayar  widow  and  children  have  got  a  claim  on  their  co-parcenery 
property  'which  his  Nayar  wives  are  not  in  a  position  to  claim. 
T  only  take;  into  consideration  the  barest  equity  in  regard  to  the 
inheritance  of  the  Nayar  children  and  widow ;  I  only  ask  for  a 
fair  division.  That  is  what  I  say;  So  far  as  fairness  can  go  I  think 
it  is  not  possible  to  conceive  of  a  fairer  position.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances,,  I  am  moving  this  proposition  fop  the  acceptance  of  the' 
House.  ' 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  I  have  very  great  pleasure 
in  seconding  Mr.  NarayanaPillai’s  amendment.  I  take  my  humble  stand 
with  my  friend  Mr.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai  and  plead  only  for  justice  and 
faix-play.  , In  spite  of  all  that  may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  I  fool  con¬ 
fident  that  there  must  be  rejoicing  in  most  of  th$  Nayar — and  I  would 
add,  non-Nayar---homes  in  Travancore  at  the  legislation  that  has  been 
passed, in  this  Council  during  the  last  few  days.  Wo  have  been  singing- 
the  requiem  of  a  free  and  easy  divorce  and  polygamy.  An  attempt 
was  made  yesterday  to  allow  polygamy  in  the.  case  of  non-Nayars ;  but 
the  proposal  met  with  such  a  storm  of  opposition  that  the  mover 
gracefully  bowed  out  of  his  rather  false  position.  In  effecting  these 
changes  this  Council  has  done  a  great  service  to  the  communities  con¬ 
cerned.  Some  of  the  members,  of  the  community  may  have  some 
misgivings,  but  I  feel  confident,  that  the  future  jmd  even  the  present 
generation,  particularly,  the  wife  and  children,  will  bless  this  House  for 
effecting  this  salutary  change.  We  are  rising  from  the  loose  to  the  fast; 
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from  the  contractual  and  sensual  to  the  spiritual  aspect  of  the  marital 
tie.  No  amendment  should  be  passed  by  the  House  which  tries  to  undo 
what  we  have  already  done.  It  will  not  be  a  logical  sequence  of  the 
changes  already  effected.  “He  who  puts  his  hand  to  the  plough  and 
looketh  back  .is  not  worthy  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  ”  We  are  mov¬ 
ing  forward  and  we  must  do  so  with  courage,  and  confidence.  If  the 
non-Nayar  chooses  to  marry  in  the  ,  Nayar  family  he  must  abide  by 
the  customs  and  laws  governing  that  community.  Justice  Hunt  has 
most  practically  struck  the  key-note  of  the  whole  situation.  If  a 
custom  or  law  did  not  exist  at  the  time  of  marriage,  it  surely  does  not 
follow  that  no  change  can  be  effected  subsequently.  If  this  is  to  be  a 
principle,  there  can  be  no  progress  in  any  community.  The  argument 
brought  forward  by  our  friends  may  also  be  brought  by  a  Nayar  with 
regard  to  the  introduction  of  the  makkathayam  law.  We  have  to  . 
begin  somewhere.  After  all,  Sir,  is  there  any  harshness  or  injustice  in 
asking  the  husband  and  the  father  to  provide  for  his  wife  and  children  ? 
Mr.  Raja  Raja  Varma,  to  whom  I  put  a  pointed  question,  had  to  admit 
/the  justice  of  the  principle.  The  distribution  of  the  assets  of  a  deceased 
person  is  the  function  really  belonging  to  the  State  to  be.  performed 
according  to  justice  and  equity.  If  custom  or  law  is  against  it,  it  must 
be  altered.  I  cannot  understand  all  that  has  been  said  about  the  per¬ 
formance  of  Sraddham .  Why  should  not  a  Nayar  son  perform  the 
Sraddham  of  the  non-Nayar  father?  Will  the  spirit  of  the  deceased 
father  not  be  benefited  by  his  prayers  and  offerings  ?  Does  not  the 
Hindu  Sastra  enjoin  that  the  son.  should  do  it  ?  - 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Does 
Mr.  Hoogewerf  know  anything  about  the  Hindu  Sastras  ?  ( Laughter ,) 

Mb.  A.  HOOGEWERF  ( Nominated ) :  Just  enough  to  deal  with  ■ 
this  question.  (Laughter.)  , 

DoeB  it  anywhere  say  that  .a"  son  of  a  Brahmin  by  a  Nayar  wife 
should  not  do  it  ?  What  about  the  son  of  a  Raja  ?  Has  he  a  son  in 
his  own  caste  to  perform  the  Sraddham?  A  money  value  should  not 
be  put  on  the  performance  of  religious  rites.  To  avoid  all  these  com¬ 
plications,  let  ,the  non-Nayar  keep  to  his  own  caste.  But  if  he  wants 
to  marry,  in  a  Nayar  family,  he  must  treat  his  Nayar  wife  as  he  would 
do  his  caste .  wife.  If  his  laws  do  not  permit  him  to  marry,  as  stated 
before,  let  him  do  away  with  child  marriage  and  introduce  widow 
marriage  and  also  raise  the  age  of  marriage.  That  will  solve  the  whole 
difficulty.  The  marriage  of  a  non-Nayar  with  a  Nayar  is  looked  upon 
certainly  as  a  mesalliance,  We  have  been  legislating  to  give  the. wife  a 
proper  place  in  the  home.  This  sort  of  alliance  cannot  but  conduce  to 
lower  her  status.  A  marriage  of  convenience  should  no  longer  be 
tolerated.  I  beg  to  repeat  that,  if  the  non-Nayar  is  not  prepared  to 
admit  his  Nayar  wife  and  children  into  his  family,  and  give  them  their 
legitimate  dues,  a  barbed  wire  fencing  should  be  put  round  the  com¬ 
munity  to  prevent  members  of  other  communities  trespassing  upon  it. 

Mr.  L.  R.  RAJA  RAJA  VARMA  KOIL  TAMPURAN  {Eda- 
vaka't) :  I  would  oppose  the  amendment.  Sir,  the  argument  just  put 
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forward  by  the  learned  mover  of  the  amendment  was  based  entirely  on 
quotations  from  English  law,  the  customs  of  b’rcnchmen  and  such 
people.  I  think  that  cannot  be  applied  in  the  ease  of  marumal^ka- 
thayees.  Those  people  cannot  conceive  of  the  marumakkathayam  law 
or  the.  relations  between  viaruimhm  and  his  uncle  or  the  karanavan. 
The  quotations  relating  to  the  preference  of  children  to  other  relations 
cannot  hold  good  here.  That  is  one  of  my  objections. 

Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  ended  by  a  strong  appeal  to  all  those  present 
here,  about  the  deplorable  condition  in  which  the  Nayar  ladies  of  non- 
Nayar  husbands  would  ho  put  to  if  the  amendment;  was  not  carried, 
Though  I  cannot  take  the  same  view  on  the  point,  1  submit  that  the 
non-Nayars  also  will  he  put  to  very  great  diflioiilty  after  the  passing  of 
this  Bill.  When  wo  compare  the  conditions  of  both  the  communities  and 
when  we  see  that  the  Bill  is  enacted  for  the  Nayars,  the  only  question 
is,  who  should  be  prepared  to  take  the  risk  and  suffer  a  bit?  One  of  the 
parties  should  suffer  a  bit.  Who  should  that  bo  ?  I  think  equity  de¬ 
mands  that  the  Nayar  party  must  suffer  a  list.  We  are  enacting  this 
law  for  their  good  ;  therefore  it  is  their  turn  to  give  way.  Hence  I ' 
oppose  the  amendment. 

Me.  T.  LAKSHMANA  PILLAI  ( Nominated ):  Sir,  I  would 
support  the  amendment  and  give  my  whole-hearted  endorsement  to  the 
rateable  distribution  of  the.  property  suggested,  provided  lire  expenses 
for  the  funeral  and  other  religious  rites  incidental  to  the  death  of  the 
non-Nayar  husband  be  made  a  first  charge  on  tiro  deceased’s  property, 
Any  other  arrangement  or  any  provision  less  liberal  would  not  .be  in 
keeping  with  the  position  of  the  Nayar  lady  as  a  wife,  and  would,  in 
fact,  be  tantamount  to  pulling  her  down  from  her  real  status.  I  view 
the  matter  from  the  point  of  absolute  or  universal  justice  and  equity. 
May  I  say  that  any  scantier  provision  would  not  be  in  keeping  with  the 
dignity  of  the  non-Nayar  himself  as  a  husband?  All  women  at  birth 
must  be  taken  to  be  equal  in  status  and  therefore  the  taking  of  a  woman 
to  wife  from  whatever  caste  makes  no  difference  in  her  right  which  must 
rest  on  the  '  foundation  of  absolute  justice.  It  matters  little  that  a 
•  Nayar  wife  or  her  children  are  not  able  to  partake  of  meals  with  the 
non-Nayar’s  community,  or  to  participate  in  the  religious  functions- 
performed  in  relation  to. the  non-Nayar.  Those  arc  subsidiary  matters 
having  little  to. do  with  the  main  position  of  the  Nayar  woman  as  wife, 
and, probably  they  are  due  to  dietetic  and  other  similar  considerations.' 
The  mere  fact  of  her  having  been  his  conjugal  companion  for  life  would 
entitle  her  to  the  highest  status,  vis.,  that  of  a  wife. 

The  ’circumstance  that  the  funeral  and  other  religious  rites  of  the 
deceased  have  to  be  performed  need  not  go  so  far  as  to  reduce  the  share 
•  of  the  Nayar  wife  and  children  from  one-half  to  one-fourth  of  the 
property.  ; 

I  may  say  that,  if  sonie  form  of  religious  observance  could  be,  as  I 
think  it  may  be,  devised  for  the  children  of  the  Nayar  widow  to  be  per¬ 
formed  .independently  of  those  performed  by  the  children  of  the  caste 
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wife,  I  do  not  see  what'  valid  objection  could  be  taken  to-  it  by  any 
authority,  spiritual  or  temporal.  After  all,  it.  is  a  mere  question  of 
offering  prayers  for  the  dead  which  each  community  may, do  in  its  own 
way.  The  necessity  for  the  performance  of  religious  rites  should  not  be 
allowed  to  interfere,  to  any  appreciable  extent,  with  the  not  less  sacred 
duty  of  providing  adequately  for  the  temporal,  wants  of  his  Nayar  widow 
and  children.  For  these  reasons,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Nayar  widow 
and  children  should  be  treated  on  a  par  with  the  caste  widow  and 
children  in  the  matter  of  inheritance,  after  the  expenses  for  the  religious 
rites  are  duly  provided  for. 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)-. 
Sir,  I  regret  very  much  I  have  to  oppose  the  amendment  brought  for¬ 
ward  by  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai.  In  so  doing  I  may  at  first  clear  the 
ground  of  any  doubt  or  suspicion  that  may  exist.  It  is  not  my  object  not 
to  allow  any  right  of,  inheritance  to  the  Nayar  widow  or  children. 
When  we  are  trying  to  improve  the  social  condition  of  any  particular 
community  and  to  provide  legislation  for  the  purpose,  it  is  our  duty 
not  to  ignore  the  social  conditions  and  customs  existing:  in  other  com¬ 
munities,  especially  when  a  legislation  for  one  community  affects' the 
other.  That  aspect  of  the  question  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
before  we  decide  ona  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Narayana  Pillai  was  trying  to  quote  precedents  and  other 
matters  With  reference  to:  English  cases  where  they  are  all  of  the  same 
religion,  and  law  and  where  the  personal  laws  are  alike.  We  may  keep, 
them  out  of  consideration  because  we  '  have  "fo  recognise  the  circum¬ 
stances  existing  in  Travancore  and  have  to  provide  accordingly:  I  may  in 
the  first  place,  take  the  Nayar  community  itself.  If  the  present  legisla¬ 
tion  is  intended  to  affect  the  Nayar  community  alone  we  may  safely 
say  that  the  general  sense  of  the  community  is  for  a  particular  measure 
and  allow  it,  leaving  the  minorities  who  dissent  from  it  to  .  get  away 
from  the  legislation  if  they  so  choose.  But  it  is  not  t ha t.  that  we'  are 
confronted  with.  .  There  ate  some  communities  who  have  been  brought 
into  or  enabled  to  come  into  marital  relations  with  the  Nayar  com¬ 
munity.  '  Just  as  it  is  our  duty  and  interest  to  see  that  the  Nayar  wife 
and  children  are  provided  for,  it  is  equally  our  solemn  duty  to.  see  that 
the'  personal  rights  of  the  other  communities  are  not  seriously  infringed. 
When  once  we  try  to  enlarge  the  rights,  of  particular  persons  there'  itiill 
no  doubt  be  some  infringement  of  others’  rights.  '  But  it  is  our  duty  to 
see  that  the  fabric  of  social  custom  is  retained.  We  should  not. deprive, 
persons  belonging  to  other  communities  qf  the  rights  that  legitimately 
belong  to  them.  In  the  first  place  let  us  take  the  Nayar  Regulation 
into  consideration.' .  We  did  not  sav  when  the  Nayar  Regulation  was 
fil'st  passed,  that  the  Nayar  wife  and  children  of;  ’a  particular  individual 
should  be  entitled  to  whatever  right  the  Nayar  male  himself,  had  in  the 
tarwad.  ,  We  were  prepared  :  to  concede  that '  the.  wife  and  .children 
Would  be  entitled  to  a  pertain. amount— only  a  certain  share— of  the  self- 
acquisitions  of 'the  deceased  husband  or  father.:  .  There  again,  the  safe¬ 
guard  was'  that  one-half  should  go  to  the  undivided  .  marumakkathayam 
Heirs  and  the  other  half  to  the  wife  and  children  of  the  deceased.  When 
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we  began  to  discuss  the  provision  with  reference  to  intestate  succession. 
Mr.  Velu  Pillai  said  that  the  existing  state  of  affairs  was  perfectly  satis¬ 
factory  and  that  the  Nayar  wife  and  children  should  be  entitled  only 
to  one-half  of  the  deceased’s  estate.  His  view  was  supported  by  thirteen 
of  the  honorable  members  of  this  House.  I  state  that  only  to  show 
that  even  among  the  Nayar  community  it  is  not  the  general  sense  that 
the  children  should  get  the  whole  of  the  father’s  property.  In  the  case 
of  the  other  communities  it  will  be  in  the  knowledge  of  the  House 
that  there  are  some  who  can  marry  only  from  the  Nayars  and 
whose  women  can  be  married  only  by  Brahmins.  If  it  is  only  a  case 
of  a  Nayar  male  marrying  a  Nayar  female  and  of  the  Nayar  children  of 
that  union,  then  we  can  say  that,  if  a  person  does  not  get  anything  from 
his  uncle,  he  may  get  something  from  his  father.  In  other  words  the 
law  is  reciprocal.  It  binds  the  husband  and  the  wife  equally,  and  both 
of  them  are  governed  by  the  same  law.  It  is  not  so  here.  Take  the 
case  of  a  Kshatriya  who  is  governed  by  the  Marumakkathayam  Law, 
You  provide  that  his  Nayar  wife  and  children  should  take  the  whole  of 
his  property  under  a  certain  set  of  circumstances.  Kshatriya  women 
could  be  married  only  by  Brahmins  who  are  not  bound  to  pay  them 
anything — who  are  not  even  bound  to  give' them  maintenance.  In  many 
cases  the  women!  are  maintained  by  their  own  fami’ies  and  not  by  their 
husbands.  That  being  the  case,  if  all  the  earnings  of  the  non-Nayar 
husband  go  to  his  Nayar  wife  and  children — 

Mr.  C.  SANKARA  MENON  (Qwi'lon)  :  Not  all  his  earnings. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Bead  Sirkar  Vakil ) :  I  will 
come  to  that.  You  provide  only  for  the  mother  and  the  mother’s  tha- 
^alshee.  I  will  not  leave  out  any  portion  of  the  arguments  unanswered. 

Mr.  N.  RAMAKRISHNA  PILLAI  {Vaikam  cum  Ettumanur): 
May  I  ask  whether  this  Section  affects  the  whole  of  the  non-Nayar  com¬ 
munity  or  only  individuals  having  relations  with  Nayar  females  ‘l 
.  Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  -.  It 
relates  only  to  individuals  who  enter  into  marital  relations  with  Nayar; 
women.  So  it  is  in  the  case  of  Nayar  males.  I  do  not  know  whether 
we  can  distinguish  betw  een  individuals  and  communities.  When  mari¬ 
tal  relations  are  allowed  only  between  communities  and  when  indi¬ 
viduals  can  be  affected,  I  think  the  communities  will  also  be  affected, 
I  do  not  think  any  serious  argument  can  be  advanced  with  respect 
to  that.  With  respect  to  intestate  succession  among  Nayars  it  is  only 
those  Nayars  who  marry  in  Malabar  tarwadsthat  will  be  affected  by  this 
law.  What  I  say  is  that,  in  their  case,  if  the  whole  of  their  earnings  could 
be  given  away  under  certain  circumstances,  namely,  in  the  absence  of  the 
mother  or  the  mother’s  thavazhee,  then  the  result  would  be  that  the  otjaer 
relations  would  not  be  allowed  anything.  The  whole  -of  the  estate  would 
go  to  the  Nayar  wife  and  children.  That  was  not  what  was  anticipated, 
when  the  Nayar  Regulation  was  passed.  We  did  not  say  that,  in  the 
absence  of  the  sisters  and  sisters’ children  alone,  the  wife  and  children 
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would  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  the  property,  We  put  it  generally  “  undi¬ 
vided  marumakkathayam  heirs,  ”  If  so,  what  necessity  is  there  to  res¬ 
trict  its  scope  now  insofar  as non-Nayars  are  concerned?  It  is  not 
clear.  While  I  am  entirely  in  agreement  with' nay  friend  to  allow  a 
definite  share  of  the  inheritance  of  the  deceased  non-Nayar’s  estate  to  his 
Nayar  wife  and  children,  I  am,  not  prepared  to  enlarge  it  in  the  case  of 
Makkathayees  in  the  absence  of  undivided  children  alone  or; in  the 
ease  of  mannnakkathayees  in  the  absence  of  the  mother  or  her  tha- 
va53h.ee  alone.  Thei’e  may  he  cousins,  there  may  be  divided  .sons.  'By 
the  proposed  amendment  we  are  entirely  ignoring  for  the  present 
that,  so  far  as  the  personal  law  is  concerned,  ‘there  are  certain  religious 
obligations -and  duties  to  be  performed, 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapmha) :  May  I  know 
whether  the  duty  of  keeping  the  body  and  soul  together  is  not  more 
paramount  ?  1 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAB  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  Yes, 

I  am  not  against  allowing  any  share.  I  am  for ..  allowing  a  defi¬ 
nite  share.  What  I  am  saying  is  that  you  are  concentrating  all  your 
attention  on  the  status  of  the  Nayar  wife  and  children,  ignoring'  altoge¬ 
ther  the  personal  law  of  others  and  not  giving  them  any  time  to-adjust 
themselves  and  reconcile  themselves  to  the  new  situation.  Straightway 
from  marumakkathayam  to  makkathayam,  as  Mr.  Velu  Pillar  put  it, 
you  are  working  out  a  revolutionary  change  in  the  social-  condition  of 
non-Nayars  who  are  particularly  not  makkathayees,.  The  House  owes 
a  solemn  duty  and  a  very  great  duty  to  those  who  are- in-  the  minority 
and  who  cannot  express  themselves  satisfactorily.  ,  The  House  should, 
see  that  the  vested  rights  and  interests  of  others  who  are  entitled  to  a 
share  in  the  property,  are  not  seriously  jeopardised.  I  have  given  notice 
•  of  some  amendments.  I  will  try.  to  move  my  amendments  with  a  . view 
to  have  them  incorporated  in  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai’s  amendment. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGA.R  (Nominated)  (De¬ 
puty  President) :  That  might  be  done  now.  -  - 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Addtional  Head  Sirkar -Vakil) :  I  am.  only- 
making  genera!  observations.- 

Mb.  K.  PARAMESVABAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  What  are. 
those  vested  rights  that  he  spoke  of  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional' Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  I  did 
not  rise  the  word  .‘vested’  in  the.highly  technical  sense.  Just  as  it  is  the  . 
obligatory  duty  of  a  male  to  protect  his  wife  and  children,  -it  is. his  duty 
to  protect  other  members -  of  the  family  also.  -  It  was  in  that  sense  and 
not- in- any  other  sense  which 'the  law  is  cognizant  of,  that!  used  it, 

I  will  take  the  case  of  a'  Brahmin  who  has  a  Nayar  wife  and  child¬ 
ren. and  also  a  caste  son.  If  his  caste  son  is  divided  from  him — sometimes- 
i  t  so  happens — and  if  the  father  dies,  that  son  will  not  .  be  entitled  to  . the 
father's- property thoughrhe-ika.caste  son,  thohgh  he'  may  under  the 
Hindu  Tjaw.be  thg. sole  heir  to  the.property.'  ;  'According  to  Mr.  Narayana  ' 

'  Pillaij  ..the  Nayar  wife  and-  children,  should  take  the  whole  of  the  property.  - 
left:,  by  the  nort-Nayar, ; '  It  will  be  conceded  that,  it  is  the  obligatory  duty 
Vol.IV.1  No.  te.  ,  ? 


J1S6  TRAVANCOBE  LBSiaiiATXVB  aoXINOIIi,  [12Tn  JUNE  1924, 

[Mr,  V,  Subba  Aiyar.] 

of  the  divided  son  to  perforin  all  the  funeral  rites  and  sraddha.  I  do  not 
attach  any  value  to  the  observations  of  Mr.  Hoogowerf,  who  cannot 
know  anything  of  Hindu  Sastras,  and  who  asked  why  these  rites  should 
not  be  performed  by  the  Nayar  children !  That  the  caste  son  who  is  under 
an  obligation  to  discharge  these  duties  should  not  be  allowed  to  have 
anything,  and  that  the  Nayar  wife  and  children  should  have  the  whole  of 
the  property  is,  I  may  say  with  all  deference  to  my  friend  Mr.  Narayana 
Pillai  and  with  all  humility,  rather  too  .  much  for  persons  like  myself 
to  accept. 

Me.  N.  PADMANABHA  PILIjAI  (KarumgapalU)  Are  there 
not  many  members  in  non-Nayar  families,  particularly  the  junior  mem¬ 
bers,  who  do  not  own  property  ? 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  May 
he  so. 

Mr.  N,  PADMANABHA  PILIjAI  {KarvnagopaW)  :  Then  who 
would  perform  their  sraddha  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (  id  KHonal  Head  S-irkar  Vakil) :  In  the 
case  of  makkathayees,  the  sons  are  bound  to  perform  the  sraddha.  If 
they  do  not, 'they  will  be  ostracised  from  the  community.  It  is  obliga¬ 
tory  upon  them.  I 

When  we  try  to  legislate  we  ought  not  to  rake  up  those  religious 
usages  and  rites ;  we  ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  personal  law  of 
other  communities ;  we  must  try  to  progress  slowly  and  legislate  along 
the  line  of  least  resistance,  as  Mr.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai  put  it. 

Me.  G-.  PARAM.ESVARAN  PILLAI  Qfeifiiattinkara)  :  May  I  ask 
Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  what,  according  to  him,  would  bo  a  reasonable  time 
when  we  can  expect  such  provision  being  passed  without  any  resis¬ 
tance  ? 

..  Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  Pro¬ 
bably  you  may  not  be  able  to  get  the  whole  of  it  at  any  time.  Unless 
you  change  by  an  edict  that  henceforward  all  the  caste  wivds  should  be 
treated  as  Nayar  wives,  and  that  they  should  be  governed  by  this  law, 

I  do  not  think  there  is  ever  any  possibility  of  the  Nayar  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren  getting  the  whole  of  the  property.  Whatever  is  reasonable— 
whatever  will  be  considered  reasonable  for  the  maintenance  of  the  wife 
and  children — is  allowed  by  the  present  Regulation.  And  even  for  a 
few  months  more  until  this  Bill  becomes  law  it  will  be  considered  enough, 
The  present  Bill  says  that  one-half  alone  need  bo  given.  If  that 
is-  so,  I  ask,  why  should  we  not  try  to  proceed  slowly  and  to  the  extent 
••  which  will  he  acceptable  to  all  communities,  vis.,  a  definite  share  in  the 
property,  instead  of  amending  the  law  to  the  effect  that  under  certain  . 
circumstances,  the  nearest  personal  heirs  of  the  non-Nayar  will  not  be 
entitled  to  any  inheritance.  In  the  case  of  certain  non-Nayar  wives,  it 
will  not  be  possible  for  them  to  inherit  anything  from  their  husbands  or 
father.  We  have  to  take  that  seriously  into  consideration  in.  the  case  of 
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the  Kshatriya  community.  Their  sisters  and  their  nephews  will  not 
get  anything  from  their  husbands  and  their  fathers.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  see  that  their  interests  are  not  jeopardised.  Till  the  time 
their  husbands  also  are  compelled  by  law  to  pay  something  to  their 
Kshatriya  wives  and  children,  we  will  not  be  justified — 

Mr.  A.  HOOGEWERE  ( Nojrmiated ) :  Why  not  we  pass  a  law 
providing  for  registered  marriages  ? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirhar  Vakil  If  a 
member  brings  forward  a  Bill  for  civil  marriage  law  it  will  be  time  to 
consider  the  question  of  registry  of  marriages.  Till  then  the  present 
law  will  have  to  continue. 

I  have  sent  in  a  list  of  amendments  and  I  think  it  will  be  better 
to  put  in  my  amendments  into  this  Clause.  I  wish  to  move  them  now 
so  that  it  may  not  be  said  when  this  Clause  is  passed  that  my  amend¬ 
ments  were  not  brought  forward  in  time. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Ambalapuzha) :  Unless  my 
amendment  is  carried,  is  it  possible  to  put  forth  his  amendments  ? 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated ) 
(Deputy  President) ;  When  I  raised  my  technical  objection  I  under¬ 
stood  my  friend  to  say  that  it  would  be  possible  to  move  amendments  to 
his  amendments. 

PRESIDENT  :  Amendments  have  been  moved  to  amendments 
and  they  have .  been  discussed.  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar  may  move  his 
amendments. 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirhar  Vakil)  :  I  will 
try  to  bring  in  one  after  another  my  amendments  with  a  view  to  bring 
them  into  conformity  with  what  I  consider  to  be  the  right  thing.  '  In  the 
first  place,  in  Mr.  Narayana  Pillai’s  amendment  after  the  words  “nofi- 
Nayar  male”  occurring  in  the  first  line,  I  will  say:  insert  the  Words 
“contracting  a  .marriage  with  a  Nayar  female  after  the  commencement 
of  this  Regulation  and.”  , 

PRESIDENT :  So  far  you  have  been  stating  your  objections  to 
the  words  “undivided  heirs.” 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (Deputy 
President)  :  We  Want  to  go  on  from  line  to  line. 

PRESIDENT :  Yes;  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar. may  move  his  amendments 
one  after  another.  . 

Mr.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirhar  Vakil)'.  Sir* 
the  significance  of  my  amendment  is  that  the  Clause  should  not  apply 
to  the  existing  marriages.  In  moving  this  amendment  I  am  supported 
by  the  procedure  in  this  Council  itself. 

Mr.  K. .  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  (Tiruvalla) :  Maylsug- 
gest  to  Mr.  Subba  Aiyar,  if  he  wants  ,  to  put  this  as  an  amendment, 
why  not  put  it  in  the  form  of  a  proviso  ? 

'  PRESIDENT  :  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  objection  to  the 
present  form.  It  reads  all  right  so  far  as  I  can  see* 
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Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  In  the ' 
first-  place  1.  rely  upon  the  circumstance  that  we  should  try  as  far  as 
possible  not  to  give  retrospective  operation  to  the  law.  Mr.  Narayana 
Pillai  said  the  succession  was  going  to  open  later  on,  alter  the  passing  of 
this  Regulation.  But  that  is  not  so.*'  It  is  intended  to  apply  to  existing 
contracts  of  marriage.  Much  was  said  that  inasmuch  as  the  legality 
of  the  marriage  was  admitted  the  necessary  consequences  of  such " 
marriage  should  follow.  I  say  whatever  wo  may  do  with  future  mani- 
ages  we  should  not  ■  interfere  with,  existing  marriages  and  impose  an 
obligation  upon  the  parties  to  such  marriages,  which  was  never  contem¬ 
plated  and  which  was  not  intended  to  be  given  efteV.t  to.  .In  this  con¬ 
nection  I  may  quote  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  marumakkathayam 
Committee.  When  the  Committee  took  evidence  it  was  thought  that 
noii-Nayars  should  also  be  moulded  in  the  Bill  ;  and  to  what  extent 
their  rights  should  be  infringed  or  affected  was  also  considered  by  the 
committee.  The  committee  in  their  report  gave  a  definite  assurance, 

I  would  say,  to  the  non-Nayars  contracting  such  marriages.  It  is  our 
duty  ,  to  see  that  such  pledges  as  wero  confirmed  by  Regulation  I  of  1088  ; 
are  not  in  the  least  interfered  with  and  that  the  promises  given  are  not. 
broken,  My  humble  opinion  is  that  there  will  bo  strictly  speaking 
a  breach  of  faith. 

:  Mb.  A.  GOVINDA  MENON  {AUmjatl  cum  Pamr):  May  I:.ask 

.  whether  the  Council  in  which  that  Regulation  was  passed  made  any. 
such  assurance  ? 

Mb.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Head  dirkar  Vakil) :  1  am 
coming  to  that.  Sir,  at  page  18  of  the  Marumakkatliayam  Committee’s 
Report,  this  is  what  is  said  :  -:- 

.  “Tho  higher  sub-divisions  of  Nayars  (Kinyam,  I^ttiniftl,  Karl  ha)  who  wo  descend¬ 
ants  of.  former  chieftains  and  Sthanees  and  also  many  respectable  Ilhun  Nayars  marry 
their  ladies  only  to  Brahmins  (Nambudirios  and  I’ottias)  tho  junior  niornhor*  of  whose 
families  consort  oufy  with  Naynr  fomalos  according'  to  oasto  rules  (anaoharame)  pros¬ 
cribed  by  Saukaraehary a,  though  recently  the  Madras  .High  Court  has  derided  that  junior 
membors  of  Nambudiri  Illams  aro  not  prohibited  by  law.or  anatoms  from  contracting 
Valid  marrkgos  in.  their  own  community.” 

Mb.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  Umbahmvka):  How  many 
members  ?  Please  state  the  number. 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  {Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil):  The 
number  is  not  stated,  I  am  only  reading  from  the  report :  , 

“Even  if  such  unions  should  bo  discouraged,  as  a  few  Of  the  witnesses  ficemod  to' 
think,  the  great  majority  of  tho  high- •  oast®  Nayars  above  alluded  to  arc  for  retaining' 
them  even  without  inheritance  of  tho  husband's  solf-aequisitionH  by  tho  ebildrou. 
Whatever  may  ba  the  correct  view  on  tho  question  of  desirability  of  suoh  unions,  the 
result  of  not  giving  legal  recognition  to  them  would  be  the  bastardising  of  numerous 
high — caste  members  of  tiro  Nayar  community.” 

,  Even  though  inheritance  was  not  thought  of,  it  was  understood 
that  legalising,  the  marriage  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  interests  of., 
■tbe- Nayar  community, 
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Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  Umbalapwha) :  Is  there  not 
a  dissentient  view  to  the  Majority  Report  ? 

Mr.  Y.  SUBBA  AIYAE  ( Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil)  : 
Mr.  K.  P,  Padmanabha  Menon  was  the  one  dissentient.  I  am  reading 
from  the  Majority  Report. 

Later  on,  at  page  31,  they  say  : —  ‘  * 

"With  regard  to  the  first  contention,  it  must  be  noted  that  .the  power  of  Brahmins 
to  dispose  of  their  self-acquisitions  as  they  like,  exists  only  up  to  their  death,  but  on 
their  death  their  personal  law  comes  into  operation,  and  the  giving  away  of  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  to  persons  not  recognized  by  that  law,  is  an  interference  with  the  personal  law  of 
the  Brahmins.  The  second  contention  ignores  the  fapt  that  too  caste  of  the  Kshatriya 
is  as  much  a  part  of  his  personal  law  as  his  law  of  inheritance ;  and  though  he  follows 
marumakkathayam  the  succession  of  a  Nayar  to  his  property  will  be  aB  much  an 
interference  with  his  personal  law  as  in  the  case  of  Nambudiries  of  Paiyanur  Gramam 
who  also  follow7  maruinakkathayani.  To  interfere  with  caste  rules  is  to  interfere  with 
religion  which  the  legislature  has  never  assumed  power  to  do.  The  utmost  it  oan  do 
is  not  to  emphasise  caste  distinctions  by  preventing  the  fusion’ of  castes  in  the  process 
of  social  evolution.  Such  fusion,  though' in  active  operation  now  between  subdivisions 
of  the  same  Sudra  caste,  is  as  yet  a  far  remote  eoutingency  as  between  that  and  the 
higher  castes,  It  is  tuie  that  Sambandbams  do  take  place  between  males  of  these 
castes  and  Nayar  females,  acd  in  the  ease  of  some  Nayar  families  in  the  Quilon  and  the 
Ivottayam  divisions,  Sambandhams  are  performed  only  by  "Dwijas”  (Brahmins  or 
Kshatriyas),  because  they  think  it  degrading  to  marry  Sudrasp  and  they  never  think  of 
claiming  auy  share  of  the  properties  of  the  Dwijas  though  such  husbands  do  make  pro¬ 
visions  for  their  Nayar  wives  and  children.  The  sanctity  thus  attached  to  a  union  of 
this  sort  has  mado.it  a  necessity  in  many  oases  and  Mr.  Raman  Pillai  remarks  that  such 
Sambandhams  are  really  not  “invsfijious"  but  “invitations.”  We  oan  offer  only  one  of 
two  alternatives  to  such  famines,  viz.,  either  to  give  up  such  “invitations”  and  perform 
Sambandhain  with  their  own  castomen  which,  we  learn,  is  not  impossible,  or  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  maintenance  which  we  propose  to  allowjin  the  case  of  such  unions  also.’’ 

So  that,  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  in  such  cases  where  the  mar¬ 
riage  was  legalised  it  was  intended  not  to  confer  a  right  of  inheritance. 
It  was  intended  to  confer  only  a  right  of  maintenance.  That  was 
passed  by  Regulation  I  of  1088.  I  may  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  though  it  was  distinctly  said  that,  in  the  case 
of  the  Nayar  male,  the  Nayar  wife  and  children  would  be  entitled;  to  a 
'  definite  share  of  the  property,  in  the  case  of  the  non-Nayar  husband 
no  such  thing  was  stated.  No  right  of  inheritance  was  intended  to  be 
bestowedupon  the  Nayar  wife  and  children  on  the  property  of  the  non- 
Nayar  and  a  right  to  get  maintenance  was  considered  enough.  Thus,  we 
find  in  the  Maintenance  Chapter  that  any  husband,  whether  he  is  a  Nayar 
or  a  Non-Nayar,  was  required  to  maintain  his  Nayar  wife.  When  Mr.  Gto- 
vinda  Menon  asked  me  if  there  was  anything  in  the  Council  Proceedings 
to  denote  that,  I  must  answer  him  by  saying  that  when  a  Council  was 
prepared  to  accept  and  give  effect  to  those  provisions  it  was  sufficiently 
clear,  that,  that  . report  was  taken  into  consideration  and  their,  suggestions 
were  accepted. 

Mr.  A.  GrOVINDA  MENON  (A langad  cum  Parur ):  Were  all 
the  views  expressed,  by  the  committee  given  effect  to  by  the  Council? 

Mr.  y.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional.  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  We 
are  only  at  this  point..  It  is  perfectly  irrelevant  for  our  purpose  to  con¬ 
sider  whether  all  the  views  were  given  effect  to.  The  views  of  the 
Vol.IV.  No.  15.  rl 
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committee  on  this  point  were  accepted  by  the  Council.  Mr.  Govinda 
Menon’s  question  only  strengthens  my  argument.  The  Council  did  not’ 
blindly  adopt  the  proposals  of  the  committee.  Whatever  provisions 
were  necessary  were  accepted  and  whatever  were  not  necessary 
were  rejected.  As  this  provision  was  found  necessary,  it  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  in  the  Regulation.  So  that,  there  was  a  distinct  assurance  given! 
What  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  House  is  that  the  Nayar  wife  and 
children  are  under  the  present  conditions  not  entitled  to  inheritance. 
But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,. many  a  non-Nayar  husband  has  given  pro¬ 
perty  to  the  non-Nayar  wife  and  children. 

Mb.  P.K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (AmbauumRia)  :  How  many? 
Has  he  got  statistics  on  the  subject? 

Mb.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  ( Additional  Read  Sirkar  Vakil)  :  There 
are  many,  I  know  personally  there  are  many.  Those  who  were  will¬ 
ing  to  give  have  given-  All  that  I  ask  .is  whether'  you  are  prepared  to 
take  into  consideration  all  such  instances.  All  these  marriages  Were 
.  contracted  on  the  distinct  belief  that  the  wife  and  children  were  not 
entitled  to  any  inheritance  after  the  death  of  the  husband.  Therefore,, 
there  is  absolutely  no  impropriety,  no  injustice  and  no  inconsistency 
.  whatsoever  in  making  the  law  applicable  to  future  marriages.  In  the 
face  of  the  report  of  the  Marumakkathayam  Committee,  and  the  law  that 
has  been  passed  according  to  their  suggestions,  I  beg  to  say  that  there 
.  is  nothing  implied  which  would  mean  that  the  Nayar  wife  and  children 
shall  get  a  share  of  the  property.  If  wo  pass  the  law  and  it  comes 
into  force  when  the  Bill  receives  His  Highness  the  Maha  Raja’s  as¬ 
sent,  any  person  who  enters  into  marital  union  will  have  to  do  so 
with  open  eyes,  and  the  whole  of  liis  self-acquisition  should  go  to  the 
Nayar  wife  and  children  if  we  so  provide,  as  he  has  contracted  the 
marriage  knowing  what  the  law  is.  But  on  the  other  hand,  after  having 
.  given,  that  assuiyrnce  to  his  personal  heirs,  who  could  expect,  and  who 
have  been  made  to  believe  that  they  can  expect  something  from  their 
Karnavan,  brother  or  uncle  or  whomsoever  that  may  be — I  say  it  will 
be  cruel  to  deprive  them  of  what  they  expect.  There  are  very  many 
Kshatriya  females  who  can  marry  only  Brahmins — and  very  poor 
Brahmins  too.  The  husbands  are  brought  and  maintained  by  the 
wives.  What  are  we  to  do  with'  such  women  and  their  children  if 
the  whole  of  the  self-acquisition  of  the  male  member  of  the  family  is  to 
go  to  his  Nayar  wife,  and  children  ?  Wo  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that 
many  families  are  very  very  poor  indeed. 

Mr.  P.  K.  NARAYANA  PILLAI  (Anibala'imzha) '  Have  not 
many  families  pensions  from  the  Government  ? 

Me.  V.  SUBBA  AIYAR  (Additional  Head  Sirkar  Vakil) :  I  dare 
say  they  may  have.  I  have  not  travelled  very  far  from  Quilon,  and  Mr. 
Narayana  Pillai,  belonging  to  Central  Travaneore,  must  have  known., 
many  pensioners  and  their  condition — and  their  'deplorable  condition 
cow.  It  may  not  be  possible  for  them  to  gives  anything  to  their  sisters 
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and  their  children  if  the  amendment  is  passed.  The  -  male  members 
may  get  educated  from  the  tarwad  funds'  as  Mr.  Velu  Pillai  put 
it,  and  if,  in  such  cases,  occasionally,  one  man  acquires  property, 
to  say  that  the  whole  of  that  property  should  go  to  the  Nayar 
■  wife  without  leaving  anything  to  the  other  relations  of  the 
acquirer,  though  the  other  relations  according  to  custom  are 
bound  to  offer  funeral  rites  and  oblations,  and  \Vhen  in  their  turn  they 
are  not  in  a  position  to- expect  anything  .from  their  father- -I  say  it  will 
be  an  injustice  to  those  communities  concerned.  We  are  not  to  be  guid¬ 
ed  by  the  fact  that  they  are  in.  the  minority.  It  is  our  obligatory  duty 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  minority  communities  whose  voices 
cannot  be  heard,  in  this  Council.  In  the. case  of  the  Nayar  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren,  where  the  husband  is  also  a  Nayar,  if  the  nephews  do  not  inherit 
,  anything  from  their  uncle,  they  may  get  something  from  their  father,  But 
I  ask,  are  you  making  any  provision  with  regard  to  Ksbatriya  women 
.  and  their  nephews  who.  are  not  Nayars  and  who  do  not  inherit  from 
their  father  but  only  from  their  uncle?  Therefore,  Sir,  justice,  equity, 
reasonableness,  and  I  may  say,  consistency,  require  that  we  should  make 
the  law  so  as  not  to  affect  existing  marriages  but  only  those  marriages 
contracted  after  this  Regulation  comes  into  force.  With  these  words 
I  beg  to  move  my  amendment. 

Rao  Bahadur  K,  A.  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  {.Nominated)  ( De¬ 
puty  President) .  Bir,  :X  secqnd  .the  amendment.  I  am  afraid  I  may.  take 
up  some  time  to  finish  my  speech.  There  is  no  chance  of  our  finishing 
the  discussion  to-day.  I  want,  if  the  session  is  to  be  adjourned  nqw,  to  . 
save ,  the  right  of  having  my  speech  ,5h  seconding,  the  amendment  at 
the  adjourned  sitting.  I  submit .  this  lest  '  at  the  adjourned  sitting'  it  should 
be  said  that  I  have  already  spoken  and  that  therefore  lam  not  entitled  to 
speak  on  the  amendment.  I  place  myself  unreservedly  at  the  hands  of  the 
Chair.  If  I  am  called  upon  to  continue  the  discussion  I  am  willing  .  to 
do  so. 

■PRESIDENT:  I  do  not  see  any  chance  of  this  amendment  be- 
•mg-disposed  of  to-day.  I  am  sure  many  members  will  have  to  speak.  ' 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A-  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  (NowiwiafecZ)  (De«- 
puty  President )  :  I  can  very  well  anticipate  it  from  the  fire  and 
fury—  / 

PRESIDENT  :  We  will  stop  now. 

Rao  Bahadur  K.  A,  KRISHNA  AIYANGAR  ( Nominated )  (D«- . 
pilty  President ):  I  take  it,  Sir,  that  I  have  not  lost  my  right  of 
speech. 

PRESIDENT:  You  may  second  the  amendment  afterwards, 

RAo  Bahadur  K.  V.  BANGA§WAMI  AIYANGAR  (Ag.  Prin¬ 
cipal,  Training  College)  :  Somebody  else  who  does  not  want  to  speaik 
on  it  may  second  the  amendment. 

PRESIDENT:  Mr, Krishna  Aiyangar ■  will  second  it  again  and 
eak  when  the  Council  next  meets. 
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Before  we  dispefse,  I  h<we  to  make  a  statement  to  the  Council 
in  regard  to  a  representation  *  made  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  that  there  is  some  difference  between  the  preliminary  and  the 
final  editions  of  the  report  of  the  proceeding's  of  the  Council,  dated  the 
10th  August,  1923,  as  to  what  took  place  between  Mr.  K.  V.  Eangaswami 
Aiyangar  and  the  late  Mr.  K.  P.  Raman  Pillai  and  that  what  is  contained 
in  the  preliminary  edition  should  be  restored.  The  preliminary  edition  is 
based  upon  the  short-hand  notes  taken  by  the  official  reporters.  As  the 
members  are  well  aware,  the  reporting  here  cannot  be  said  to  have 
attained  any  degree  of  perfection.  With  a  view,  therefore,  to  enable  the. 
members  to  see  whether  the  reporting  is  correct  and  to  make  corrections! 
where  they  consider  necessary,  the  preliminary  edition  is  sent  to  them. 
Not  infrequently,  the  members  make  corrections  and  edit  their  speeches. 
The  preliminary  edition  cannot,  therefore,  in  the  existing  state  of  affairs, 
be  regarded  as  authoritative. 

The  letter  to  which  reference  has  been  made  at  the  beginning 
refers  to  the  difference  between  the  preliminary  and  the  final  editions 
in  the  reports  of  the  speeches'  of  Messrs.  14.  P.  Raman  Pillai  and 
K  V.  Eangaswami  Aiyangar.  The  revision  of  his  speech  made  by 
Mr.  K.  V,  Rangaswami  Aiyangar  has  to  be  accepted,  just  as  it  has  been 
done  in  the  case  of  revisions  made  by  other  members,  In  the  situa¬ 
tion  created  by  Mr.  Raman  Pillai’s  lamented  death,  which  prevented 
the  report  of  his  speech  receiving  the  benefit  of  his  editing,  it  became 
necessary  to  edit  that  speech  to  prevent  its  being  inconsequential.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  there  should  be  a ‘difference  of  opinion  as  to  what 
exactly  was  said  by  Mr.  Raman  Pillai,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
final  edition  has  beeh  issued,  it  is  neither  desirable  nor  feasible  to  enquire 
as  to  what  exactly  were  the  -words  used  by  Mr.  Raman  Pillai,  and  it 
will,  I  think,  be  conceded  that  any  such  attempt  in  that  direction 
will  be  beset  with  difficulties  and  will  set  up  an  undesirable  precedent. 
There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  precedent  anywhere  for  inter¬ 
fering  with  the  proceedings  after  they,  are  finally  published  (except 
of  course  in  the  case  of  printer’s  mistakes).  The  only  thing  that  could 
be  done  m  these.circumstanoes  is  to  incorporate  the  representation  Of 
the  members  and  this  reply  of  mine  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Council. 

This  session  of  the  Council  is  prorogued.  I  need  not  remind  the 
House  that  all  motions  and  interpellations  now  outstanding  will  lapse. 

Me.  G.  PARAMESVARAN  PILLAI  Qjcpjatiinlcam)  -.  May  I 
know  if  the  amendments  to  the  Bill  also  lapse  t 

PRESIDENT:  Of  course,  the  amendments  will  lapse  excepting 
those,  that,  are  now  under  discussion.  Therefore  fresh  notice  will  have 
to  be  given  of  further  amendments. 

The  Council  was  prorogued  at  5  i>.  M. 


*  Vide  appendix,  IS— page  1273. 
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Appendix  IX. 

Representation  made  by.  some  members  of  the  Council 

IN  re  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  THE  PRELIMINARY  AND 
THE  PINAL  EDITIONS  OP  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OP 

the  Legislative  Council  dated 
10th  August  1923. 

Trivandrum, 

.  ■  '  2nd  Novembor,  1923. 

To 

The  President, 

The  Legislative  Council. 

Sir,  ' 

We  find  published  in  the  Travancore  Legislative  Council  Proceed¬ 
ings,  Vol  III,  No.  8,  a  version  of  the  unfortunate  incident  between 
Messrs.  K.  P.  Raman  Pillai  and  K.  V.  Rangaswami  Aiyangar,  different 
from  the  one  published  in  the  preliminary  edition  of  the  proceedings. 
As  far  as  we  remember  the  incident  was  correctly  reported  in  the,  pre¬ 
liminary  edition.  We  may  mention  one  or_two  instances  in  which  the 
final  report  substantially  varies  from  the  preliminary  report.  While 
Mr.  Rangaswami  Aiyangar  wanted  himself  to  be  called  ‘■Rangaswami” 
as  reported  in  the  preliminary  edition,  the  final  edition  says  that  he 
wanted  himself  to  be  referred  to  as  "Mr.  Rangaswami  Aiyangar”  and 
that  he  stated  that,  if  that  word  was  too  long,  Mr.  Madhava  Variar 
could  call  him  “Rangaswami.”  Another  instance  is  the  state¬ 
ment  in  the  final  edition  that  Mr.  Raman  Pillai  said  that  he  would 
persist*in  calling  him  “Mr.  Rangaswami.”  He  did  nothing  of  the  kind 
as  can  be  seen  from  tile  preliminary  edition.  In  these  cases  we  are 
sure  that  the  final  report  is  incorrect.  We  feel  it  our  duty  therefore  to 
request  you  to  restore  the  correct  version  and  thus  give  a  faithful  re¬ 
presentation  of  what  accuried  in  the  Council  between  these  two 
gentlemen. 

We.  beg  to  remain, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servants. 

1.  M.  R.  Madhava  Variar,  8.  N.  Ramakrishna  Pillai, 

-  2.  A.  Govinda  Menon,  .  -9.  T.  Lakshmana  Pillai, 

8.  A.  Hoogewerf,  10.  K.  C.  Maninen  Mappilli, 

4.  M.  N.  Pillai,  11.  C.  P.  Koehukunju  Pillai,  ■ 

5.  P.  K.  Narayana  Pillai,  12.  G.  Paramesvaran  Pillai, 

6.  T.  Kumara  Pillai,  13.  C.  Ramankuniu, 

7.  K.  Paramesvaran  Pillai,  14.  N.  Padmanabha  Pillai. 


S.  PARAMESYABA  AIYAR, 
Secretary  to  the  Legislative  Council. 


